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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  following  letters  were  written  in  the  German  language  by  the  Baron  Cafpar 
Riefbeck,  a  native  of  the  Dutchy  of  Wurtenberg. 

As  the  author  has  afluraed  the  character  of  a  Frenchman,  it  has  been  prefumed,  that 
he  was  of  that  nation  :  But,  befides  that  the  work  was  never  publiflied  in  France,  the  free- 
dom and  feverity  with  which  he  every  where  treats  the  natives  of  that  country,  convey 
fufficient  proof  that  he  did  not  belong  to  it  himfelf.  He  died  February  5,  1786,  of  a 
fever,  at  Aran,  in  Switzerland,  aged  thirty  years. 

The  many  inaccuracies  which  may  be  found  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the  tranflation, 
will  meet  with  fome  apology  in  the  bofom  of  the  candid,  when  they  are  pleafed  to  confi- 
der  the  painful  and  tedious  illnefs,  under  which  the  tranflator  laboured,  and  which  at 
laft  put  a  period  to  his  life.  And  if  the  reader,  in  the  perufal  of  the  work,  fhould  meet 
with  paffages  which  have  the  appearance  of  indelicacy,  he  may  be  aflured  that  many 
more  are  omitted,  which  may  be  found  in  the  original,  and  even  thofe  which  remain, 
hardly  fufficient  to  give  offence  to  the  mofl;  fcrupulous,  were  intended  to  have  been 
expunged  by  the  tranflator,  whofe  purity  of  thought  could  only  be  furpafled  by  the 
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purity  of  his  life.      In  fliort,  whatever  inaccuracies  may  hava  efcaped  the  attention  of 
the  tranflator  of  thefe  letters. 


qiias  (tut  incuria  fiidit , 


^4ut  huinana  parum  cavil  nalura — 

It  is  prefumed  that  they  will  be  amply  compenfated  by  the  entjrtainment  and  infor- 
mation with  which  they  abound. 


TRAVELS,  ?sfc. 
LETTER  I. 


DHAR  BROTHER,  Siutgari,  ^pril  T„  iySo, 

HERE  I  have  pitched  my  firfl:  camp,  and  intend  to  make  excurfions  from  hence 
into  the  different  parts  of  Suabia,  according  as  opportunities  offer. 

I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  myfelf  to  take  particular  parts  of  Germany  as  middle  points, 
and  from  thence  to  ramble  round  the  country  till  I  have  feen  all  that  I  think  worth  notice. 
It  is  my  intention  to  ftudy  Germany  thoroughly,  without,  however,  extending  my  inqui- 
ries to  the  numberlefs  landgraviates,  margraviates,  baronies,  republics,  &c.  kc.  As  to 
thefe,  it  is  doing  them  honour  enough  to  fay  that  they  exift. 

You  know  that  I  ftayed  fome  time  in  Strafburg,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  learning  to 
fpeak  a  little  German,  as  to  make  myfelf  acquainted,  by  the  help  of  maps  and  books, 
with  the  country  I  mean  to  travel  through.  In  this  purfuit  I  found  more  affiftance  than 
I  could  have  expeded,  and  it  is  certainly  not  the  fault  of  the  German  geographers  and 
politicians  that  their  country  is  fo  little  known  by  foreigners. 

Having  fometimes  been  fo  kind  as  to  allow  me  a  genius  for  the  obfervation  of  mea 
and  manners,  you  may  reafonably  expeft  fomething  more  in  my  letters  than  what  you 
have  commonly  met  with  in  our  French  and  Englifli  travellers.  Thefe,  indeed,  have 
ufually  been  gentlemen,  who  having  travelled  in  clofe  poft-chaifes  to  the  great  courts, 
as  if  (as  Yorick  fays)  they  were  riding  poll  from  death,  have  given  us  the  few  anecdotes 
they  have  picked  up,  either  at  the  pofl-houfe,  whilft  they  were  changing  horfes,  or  from 
their  bankers,  or  from  their  opera-girls,  as  true  accounts  of  the  flate  of  mamiers,  legif- 
lation,  religion.  See.  of  the  country. 

A  man  who  would  know  all  orders  of  people,  fliould  mix  with  them  all ;  but  this  is 
what  a  common  traveller  feldom  either  can  or  will  do,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  ge- 
nerally compelled  to  live  in  a  narrow  circle,  where  they  hear  of  nothing  but  the  plea- 
fures  and  occupations  of  the  company  ;  therefore,  again,  a  man  mufl;  be  a  fludious  ti-a- 
veller  by  profeflion,  to  enter  into  the  peculiarities  of  a  whole  people.  After  all,  let  hiia 
be  ever  fo  willing,  and  ever  fo  well  prepared,  he  will  find  it  more  difficult  to  know  Ger- 
many than  any  other  country  ;  for  it  is  not  here  as  inFrancej  where,  as  all  ape  the  man- 
ners of  the  capita],  by  going  thither  you  fee  all,  as  it  were,  in  the  compafs  of  a  nut-flielL 
In  Germany  there  is  no  town  which  regulates  the  manners  of  the  whole,  but  the  coun- 
try is  divided  into  a  numberlefs  variety  of  large  and  fmall  fl.ates,  differing  from  each 
other  in  religion,  government,  opinions,  &c.  and  which  have  no  band  of  union  whatever, 
except  their  common  language,  ' 

You 
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You  know  that  I  commonly  travel  on  foot  when  I  cannot  get  into  a  pubhc  land  or 
water  carriage  ;  but  thele  are  inexpreflibly  plcafant  to  me  on  account  of  th'e  company 
I  meet  in  them,  even'ftiould  that  company  happen  to  confift  only  of  Jews,  Capuchins, 
and  old  women. 

You  know  too  that  I  am  enough  a  citizen  of  the  world  to  find  fome  good  out  of  my 
own  country,  and  not  to  beoutrageoufly  out  of  humour  wdien  all  is  not  as  it  is  at  home. 

You  may  depend  on  receiving  one  letter  at  leaft  every  week,  in  which  you  will  have 
an  account  either  of  a  German  town  or  of  fome  part  of  the  country.  General  obfer- 
vations  I  mufl:,  of  courfe,  d -fer  to  the  end,  when  I  fliall  have  put  together  the  feveral 
broken  parts  of  the  narrative.  I  fliall  not  trouble  you  with  any  of  the  nonfenfe  vv'hich 
you  muft  have  enough  of  in  our  daily  publications. 


LETTER  11. 

Siiitgart,  April  lo,  1780. 
I  HOPE  that  you  received  my  letter  of  the  third,  which  was  intended  as  a  kind  of 
introduftion  to  our  future  correfpondence.  Though  I  know  how  odious  letter-writing 
is  to  you,  I  mufl  neverthelefs  infill  on  an  anfvver  to  every  fix  of  mine,  and  if  you  cannot 
bring  yourfelf  to  fit  down  to  work,  defire  Nannette  to  do  it  for  you. — But  to  my  diary: 
As  I  wasgeting  into  the  poft-waggon  at  Strafijurg,  who  fliouldcome  in,  in  a  pofl-chaife 

and  four,  but  Mr.  B !    No  doubt,  you  mud  have  feen  him  at  Paris  at  Madame 

H 's.     '  Whither,'  fays  he,  '  fo  fad  ?'     '  A  pilgrimage  through   Germany,' 

fays  I.  '  Out  upon  the  fi:upid  country,'  fays  he  ;  I  have  jufl  travelled  over  it,  but  in 
truth  it  is  not  worth  the  trouble.'  At  firll  I  thought  that  he  muft  at  leaft  have  made 
fome  ftay  in  fome  of  the  principal  German  towns  ;  but  when  I  came  to  inquire,  I  found 
that  what  he  called  having  travelled  over  the  ftupid  country,  was  a  fmall  excurfion  from 
Switzerland,  through  part  of  Suabia  and  Bavaria,  as  far  as  Munich,  and  from  thence 
into  France  again  by  Auglliurg,  Ulm,  and  Friburg.  As  there  happened  to  be  a  map  of 
Germany  behind  the  door  of  the  poft-houfe,  with  the  point  of  my  fword  I  traced  the 
parts  of  the  country  he  had  been  over,  and  Ihewed  him,  that  far  from  having  travelled, 
through  Germany,  he  had  fcarce  feen  any  part  of  it ;  but  this  did  not  afteft  him  at  all : 
'  Go  you,'  fays  he,  'go  you  ;  for  my  part  I  have  feen  it.' 

My  company  confifted  of  a  wine-merchant  from  Ulm,  with  a  melancholy  face,  who 
was  always  {baking  his  lips  as  if  he  had  tafted  four  wine,  and  an  elderly  lady,  who  faid 
{he  was  hired  as  a  governefs  in  A  great  houfe  at  Vienna.  As  neither  of  thefe  compa- 
nions had  any  peculiar  charms  for  me,  1  aniufed  myfelf  as  we  travelled  along  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  with  confidering  the  idea  perfons  who  live  in  the  great  Pa rifian  world  en- 
tertain of  what  they  call  with  us  le  Nord.     I  had  been  led  into  this  by  the  gafconade  of 

M.  B ,  and  the  fight  of  the  German  poft-map.     Here,  then,  thought  I  to  myfelf, 

(as  I  run  over  in  my  mind  that  track  of  .country  which  reaches  from  the  fpot  I  was  then 
on  to  the  frozen  fea,)  in  ancient  times  dwelt  the  Cinibri,  the  Goths,  the  Franks,  the 
Saxons,  the  Suabians,  and  the  AUemanni ;  and  here  now  are  the  Swedes,  the  Pruflians, 
and  the  Ruffians  ;  and  all  this  great  country,  together  with  the  formidable  poffeffors  of 
it,  we  difpofe  of  in  a  word  that  conveys  much  the  fame  ideas  to  the  readers  as  les  Pais 
Bas,  the  low  countries.  Les  Pais  Bas  and  the  N^rd,  a  Frenchman  confiders  as  only  fo 
many  dependencies  on  the  omnipotent  France.  There  is  really  nothing  to  be  faid  to 
this  butwhat  Triftram  Shandy  fays  upon  a  like  occafion  :  '  The  French  have  a  plcafant 
way  of  treating  all  great  matters.'   I  could  not  help  laughing  inwardly  as  thefe  thoughts 
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came  into  my  head,  and  ihc  figlit  of  the  ruined  fortifications  of  Kehl  gave  my  laughter 
frefli  force,  from  the  recollection  that  the  mighty  Louis,  whofe  great  mind  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  annex  the  fmall  dependencies  of  the  Nord  and  the  pais  has,  together  with 
Italy,  Spain,  &c.  to  the  French  monarchy,  had  built  this  fort  as  a  key  to  his  conquefts  on 
the  other  fide  the  Rhine.  '  By  my  troth,'  faid  I,  as  I  confidered  the  barracks  and  vef- 
tiges  of  the  old  fortifications,  'this  is  pleafant.' — And  it  is  pleafanter  itill,  that  Beau- 
marchais  meant  to  print  his  Voltaire  in  thefe  barracks.  '  In  the  name  of  merriment,' 
faid  I,  (and  my  internal  laugh  then  broke  out,)  '  is  the  great  France  grown  too  fmall, 
lince  the  days  of  the  mighty  Louis,  to  hold  a  dozen  letter  prelTes  in  it  ?' 

The  fmall  contraband  trade  with  Strail^urg  excepted,  France  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
this  fame  Kehl.  The  place,  which  is  contemptible  in  every  refpeft,  belongs,  with  fome 
othervillages,  to  the  margraves  of  Baden,  but  the  ftates  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire 
claim  a  right  to  the  ruined  fortifications. 

The  way  to  Carlfruhe  raifed  many  thoughts  in  my  mind.  On  fight  of  the  caftle  of 
Raftadt,  where  a  termination  was  put  to  the  war  between  France  and  Auftria  in  17 14, 
I  felt  myfelf  a  Frenchman  all  over.  All  the  great  chiefs  and  fiatefmen,  who  from  the 
beginning  of  the  lafl;  century  to  this  period  had  adorned  our  annals,  and  fet  us  far  above 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  feemed  to  rife  before  me,  and  I  fat  for  fome  time  in  a  kind  of 
trance,  fighting  their  battles  and  inventing  their  civil  improvements  over  again.  In  an 
unlucky  minute,  however,  I  was  av/akened  by  the  recoUeftion  that  this  was  now  all  at 
an  end  ;  that  in  17  J4  our  greatnefs  terminated  ;  that  my  country  no  longer  produced 
great  men  ;  and  that  the  powers  whom  we  had  then  funk  fo  low  were  now  rifing,  nay, 
that  ibme  of  them  had  already  rifen,  to  fink  us.  I  would  then  have  wifhed  to  have  for- 
gotten that  I  was  a  Frenchman,  and  fought  for  confolation  in  the  thought  of  being  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  and  that  much  as  we  had  loft,  Europe  in  general  had  gained  ftill 
more  in  the  time  that  had  elapfed  ;  but  this  was  impoffible,  the  traces  of  defolation  which 
many  of  our  generals  had  left  in  the  places  I  was  travelling  through,  made  me  lament 
my  having  been  fo  proud  of  their  exploits  before. 

I  ftayed  fome  time  at  Carlfruhe,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  get  acquainted  with  a  gen- 
tleman, who,  to  the  beft  of  hearts,  an  excellent  underitanding,  and  unremitting  exer- 
tions in  the  fervice  of  his  prince,  unites  a  very  fine  tafte  for  German,  French,  and  Eng- 
lifh  literature.  The  court  of  Carlfruhe  poffeffes  many  fuch  perfons,  fome  of  whom  I 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  know  at  Strafburg.  With  this  gentleman  I  went  to  Spires 
to  vifit  fome  of  his  relations.  Our  way  lay  by  Bruchfal,  the  refidence  of  the  bifliop  of 
Spires.  The  country  we  went  through  had  many  woods,  which,  however,  were  broken 
by  a  few  well  cultivated  vales.  Thefe  woods,  the  timber  of  which  is  carried  to  Holland 
(where  it  fells  very  well)  by  the  Rhine,  makes  a  great  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  courts 
of  Spires  and  Carlfruhe.  The  wood  through  which  we  travelled  afforded  a  flriking 
inftance  of  the  advantage  an  hereditary  kingdom  has  over  an  eleftive  one.  The  woods 
of  Baden  are  kept  up  with  the  greateff  reconomy  and  attention,  becaufe  the  prince 
knows  they  will  be  fources  of  wealth  to  his  remotelt  defcendants  ;  whereas  at  Bruchfal, 
where  the  defcendants  of  the  prince  have  nothing  to  hope,  every  thing  gives  way  to  pre- 
fent  enjoyment. — It  is  needlefs  to  add  that  in  this  refpedt  the  woods  are  an  eniblem  of 
the  whole  country. 

Bruchfal  is  a  pretty  little  town,  and  the  bifliop's  palace  a  handfome  building.  The 
prefent  prince  bifhop,  fome  effufions  of  ill  humour  only  excepted,  is  no  bad  governor. 
This  humour  principally  fhews  itfelf  againfl  the  young  women.  I  am  affured^hat  if  he 
could  he  would  make  all  the  girls  nun?.  He  cannot  fee  one  without  falling  into 
a  paifion.     His  revenue  is  about  three  hundred  thoufand  florifis,  or  thirty  thoufand 
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pounds  per  annum,  and  I  am  forrjrto  add  that  he  is  by  no  means  one  of  the  richeft  bi- 
jliops  in  Germany. 

Spires  is  a  fniall  free  city,  which  was  formerly  handfomer  than  it  is  now;  towards  the 
end  of  the  hift  century  it  was  entirely  deflroyed  by  the  French  army  ;  fmce  that  time 
it  has  long  lain  in  ruins,  and  is  now  hardly  above  half  built  up  again.  It  was  one  of 
the  firft  Roman  colonies  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  many  Roman  coins  are  flill 
found  in  the  country. 

Here,  brother,  I  was  in  the  midfl  of  that  theatre  from  whence,  in  the  lafl:  century, 
our  troops  fpread  defolation  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Mofelle  ;  where  Melac,  appearinij 
not  as  the  leader  of  a  mighty  ho!l,  but  the  head  of  a  murderous  band,  laid  fixty  flou- 
rifliing  towns  in  aflies,  and  made  a  defert  of  one  of  the  fineft  countries  on  earth  !  Where 
Turenne,  the  greateit  general  of  the  greateft  monarch  in  the  world,  anfwered  the  ge- 
nerous eledor,  who,  ftruck  with  the  wrongs  his  country  was  enduring,  would  bravely 
have  riiked  his  life  for  his  people,  and  challenged  the  incendiary  to  fingle  combat,  with 
a  bon-mot,  faying,  '  that  fmce  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  the  king  of  France,  he  fought 
only  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  men.'  How  httle  in  my  eyes  did  then  appear  the 
great  Turenne,  whofe  bon-mot,  turned  into  common-fenfe,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
this :  '  Thefe  twenty  thoufand  men  give  me  a  right  to  lay  your  country  in  afhes  !' 

My  friend  carried  me  to  the  cathedral,  half  of  which  is  flill  in  ruins.  Here  I  faw  the 
tombs  of  the  old  emperors,  whofe  fepulchres  our  foldiers  plundered,  and  whofe  bones 
they  flrewed  on  the  ground.  'This  happened,'  faid  my  friend,  '  in  your  golden  age, 
under  Louis  the  fourteenth,  when  your  greateft  poets,  reafoners,  and  phiiofophers  flou- 
rifhed  ;  when  you  was  fuppofed  to  have  arrived  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  polifii  of  which 
a  nation  is  capable  i  when  we  Germans  were  no  more  in  your  fight  than  fo  many  Cae- 
rokees  ;  and  fome  of  your  academicians  had  the  infolence  to  propofe,  as  a  queftion  fit 
for  difcuflion,  "  Whether  it  was  pollible  that  a  German  Tnould  have  any  efprit  V — 
Brother,  I  was  almoft  afliamed  to  be  a  Frenchman. 

Both  at  Spires  and  Bruchfal  I  found,  in  the  few  houfes  where  we  made  our  flying  vi- 
fits,  more  eafe  and  knowledge  of  the  world  than  I  expected.  I  remarked  that  people 
are  very  fond  of  ftrangers  in  this  country. 

I  reckon  the  few  days  I  fpent  at  Carlfruhe  amongft  the  happieft  of  my  life.  I  faw  a  , 
prince  who  truly  Hves  only  for  his  people,  and  feeks  his  own  happinefs  in  theirs  ;  one 
whofe  aftive  and  enlightened  mind  pervades  the  whole  country,  and  by  its  influence 
makes  all  thofe  who  have  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  patriots  like  himfelf.  Education, 
police,  encouragements  to  induftry  and  agriculture  ;  every  thing,  in  fhort,  here  breathes 
a  fpirit  of  philolbphy  and  the  warm  love  of  mankind.  O  that  I  could  make  many  mil- 
lions as  happy  as  the  margrave  of  Baden  makes  two  hundred  thoufand  men  ! 

After  the  eledors,  and  the  houfes  of  Wirtemburg  and  Hefle  CafTel,  the  margrave  of 
Baden  is  one  of  the  greateft  potentates  in  Germany.  The  princes  of  Bircith  and 
Darmftadt  are  the  only  ones  who  can  enter  into  any  competition  with  him  ;  his  reveiiue 
is  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  florins,  i.  e.  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  The  margrave's  country  extends  along  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine 
from  Bafil  to  near  Philipfburg,  and  from  thence  through  part  of  Alfatia  to  the  Mofelle. 
If  it  all  lay  together  it  would  be  more  productive. 

They  carry  on  a  large  trade  in  cattle,  wood,  and  wine,  which  laft  Is  extremely  good, 
in  the  environs  of  Bafil.     The  country,  likewife,  produces  a  kind  of  marble,  which 
forae  think  equal  in  goodnefs  to  the  Florentine  or  Carara  ;    but  this  is  exaggeration. 
The  mildnefs  of  tiie  government  fecures  to  the  people  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  re- 
wards of  their  induftry.     There  are  not  indeed  opportunities  of  making  great  fortunes, 
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as  the  court  is  very  a-conomical,  and  lives  at  a  fmall  cxpence ;  but  the  fame  caufc  pre- 
vents the  preiTure  of  extreme  poverty  from  being  felt  by  any  one.  _  The  facility  of  ex- 
portinsT  their  labours,  which  is  afforded  by  the  navigation  on  the  Rhine,  is  a  great  incite- 
ment to  induftry.  The  manufactures  in  confequence  increafe  every  year,  and  fome  of 
them,  particularly  the  earthenware  one  at  Durloch,  are  in  high  eflimation.  They  have 
likcwife  made  fome  fuccefsful  experiments  in  making  filk. 

The  raargravc  is  as  amiable  in  private  life  as  he  is  refpeftable  in  public.  He  and  the 
marj^ravine,  who  is  a  princefs  of  D'Armftadt,  have  every  polite  accomplifliment, 
fo  that  the  court  is  the  bed  fociety  in  Carlfruhe.  Strangers  find  little  difficulty  to  gain 
admiiTion  there. 

This  court  has  been  much  refleded  upon  for  its  oeconomy,  and  poffibly  may  have 
gone  rather  beyond  the  line  in  fome  points ;  but  whatever  the  exceffes  may  have  been, 
the  prince  himfelf  is  not  chargeable  with  them.  The  fad  is,  that  the  debts  of  the  fa- 
mily were  numerous  and  great.  Thofe  in  the  hereditary  dominions  have  arifen  from 
frequent  wars,  and  the  neceflary  provifion  for  the  younger  part  of  the  family  ;  but  be- 
fides  thefe,  when  the  margrave  fucceeded  to  the  government  of  Baden,  which  fell  to 
him  by  the  extenfion  of  another  branch  of  the  family,  he  found  every  thing  in  the  ut- 
moft  confufion.  Priefts,  milfrefles,  huntfmen,  and  cooks,  had  long  vied  with  each  other 
for  the  honour  of  accelerating  the  bankruptcy  of  the  court  of  Raltadt  *  ;  and  in  the  laft 
adminidration  every  thing  had  been  purpofely  left  to  go  to  ruin,  on  the  principle  that 
the  fucceffor  was  a  proteltant.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  prince's  mother  thought 
the  greateft  oeconomy  necelTary,  and  (lie  carried  it  fo  far  as  to  caufe  the  flowers  which 
o-rew  in  the  court  garden  to  be  fold,  inftead  of  permitting  her  daughters  to  wear  them  in 
their  bofoms.  For  this,  though  without  the  (Iriclefl  oeconomy  the  family  mud  have 
been  ruined,  (he  was  much  laughed  at ;  perhaps  in  fome  degree  defervedly ;  but  the 
mirth  was  kept  up  by  fome  beaux  efprits  in  the  neighbourhood,  whofe  mei'cenary  expec- 
tations the  court  had  failed  to  gratify. 

Carlfruhe  is  a  neat  little  town  confifling  entirely  of  wooden  buildings.  It  is  built  on 
a  regular  plan,  and  (lands  in  the  middle  of  a  large  fored,  the  remnant  of  that  which, 
in  the  time  of  Tacitus,  covered  all  Germany.  Through  this  forefl  there  are  thirty-two 
rec'ular  avenues  extending  to  a  great  diftance.  The  town,  built  in  the  fliape  of  a  fan. 
Hands  upon  nine  of  thefe  ;  but  you  will  have  a  better  notion  of  it  from  the  plans, 
which  are  fold  upon  the  fpot,  and  are  very  well  worth  purchafing,  than  from  any  thing 
I  can  fay. 

I  cannot  omit  an  anecdote  which  happened  about  forty  years  ago,  and  does  the  prince 
of  that  time  great  honour.  A  traveller  who  pafled  through  cxpreffed  his  furprife  at 
feeing  a  palace  entirely  of  wood.  '  True,  Sir',  faid  the  prince,  '  you  may  think  it  ought 
at'lealt  to  have  been  of  brick ;  but  I  could  not  be  more  magnificently  lodged  without 
laying  expenfive  taxes  on  my  fubjefts,  and  I  wanted  only  a  roof  to  lay  my  head  under.' 
Certainly  the  diilerence  between  a  king  of  France  and  a  margrave  of  Baden  is  very 
great ;  and  yet  it  would  not  have  been  amifs  if  the  builders  of  the  Louvre,  Verfailles, 
and  Marli,  had  attended  a  little  more  to  fuch  confiderations. 

*  Radftadt  is  woith  pafTing  tlnoiigh  by  ftrangers  who  have  occafion  to  go  from  Manheira  to  Sliafburg, 
\v£re  it  only  to  fee  the  little  clofet  in  which  Eugene  and  Villars  figned  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  fome  ra- 
jker  uncommon  monuments  which  itand  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet. 
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LETTER  III. 

St  lit  gar  t,  April  14,   1780. 

FROM  Carlfruhe  I  returned  here  on  foot,  through  a  romantic,  but  in  general  very- 
well  cultivated  country. 

When  you  come  into  Lorraine  from  Champagne,  you  are  flruck  with  a  remarkable 
difference  between  the  circumftances  of  the  farmers  in  old  France,  and  thofe  of  the 
newly  acquired  country,  notwithdanding  that  the  governors  have  of  late  years  done 
every  thing  that  they  could  to  make  them  alike;  but  in  Alface  the  contrail  is  ftill  greater. 
The  farmer  of  Alface  is  quite  a  gentleman  when  compared  with  the  old  Frenchman. 
You  vi'ill  hear  indeed  heavy  complaints  of  high  taxes  even  at  Strafburg  ;  but  it  is  only 
from  fuch  as  have  no  opportunity  of  efliraating  the  advantage  of  their  fituation  by  com- 
parifon. 

In  the  part  of  Germany  I  have  hitherto  travelled  through,  the  inhabitants  are  ftill 
happier  than  in  Alfatia.  The  form  of  government  protects  them  from  opprefhon  in 
the  larger  flates,  fuch  as  Wirtemberg,  &c.  and  the  emperor  himfelf  frequently  interpofes 
in  the  fmaller  ones.  In  my  way  from  Carlfruhe  hither,  I  could  not  fufficiently  admire 
the  thriving  ftateof  the  people. 

Before  I  give  you  any  account  of  my  excurfion  into  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Sua- 
bia,  I  muft  make  you  acquainted  with  the  prefent  flate  of  this  court.  No  doubt,  from 
what  you  have  formerly  heard,  you  will  expeft  accounts  of  fumptuous  feafls,  balls,  illu- 
minations, hunting  parties,  concerts,  and  the  like,  but  with  any  thing  of  that  kind  I  fliall 
not  be  able  to  entertain  you.  They  no  longer  make  artificial  lakes  on  the  tops  of  hills, 
and  compel  the  peafant  to  fill  them  with  water,  for  the  purpoft-  of  hunting  a  flag  there  ; 
they  no  longer  light  up  immenfe  forefts,  and  bring  out  fauns  and  dryads  to  dance  mid- 
night dances  in  them ;  you  meet  with  no  more  winter  gardens  abounding  in  all  the  flow- 
ers of  an  European  fpring  :  even  the  famous  opera-houfe,  where  Noverre  exhibited 
when  his  fame  was  at  the  higheff,  is  now  a  folitary  ruin.  This  change  aftoniflies  you. 
I  cannot  explain  it  better  than  by  giving  you  the  duke's  own  words. 

In  1778  this  worthy  prince  took  the  opportunity  of  his  birth-day  to  publifli  a  mani- 
feflo  of  which  the  following  is  the  fubflance  :  "Being  a  man,  and,  from  the  condi- 
tion of  my  nature,  far  removed  from  the  flandard  of  perfeftion,  and  likely  to  remain 
fo,  it  could  not  but  fall  out,  that  partly  from  the  weaknefs  incidental  to  human  nature, 
and  partly  from  the  want  of  fuflicient  fligacity,  and  other  caufes,  many  events  fliculd 
have  taken  place,  which  had  they  not  happened,  things  would  have  been  very  different 
from  what  they  now  are,  or  are  likely  to  be  hereafter.  This  I  acknowledge  freely,  as  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  upright  thinking  mind  to  do,  and  the  confideration  of  it  reminds 
me  of  duties  obligatory  to  every  man,  but  ftill  more  fo  to  the  anointed  of  the  Lord  upon 
earth.  I  confider  this  day,  in  which  I  have  entered  into  my  fiftieth  year,  as  beginning 
the  fecond  period  of  my  exiftence.— I  affure  my  loving  fubjects,  that  every  fuccefllve 
year  of  life,  which  it  fhall  pleafe  divine  Providence  to  beflow,  fhall  be  dedicated  to  the 
promotion  of  their  happinefs.— Henceforwards  fliall  the  profperity  of  Wirtemberg  be 
eltabliflied  on  the  joint  and  firm  bafis  of  the  fovereign's  love  for  his  people,  and  of  the 
people's  confidence  in  the  affeftion  of  their  fovereign. — A  fubjeft,  who  thinks  as  he 
ought  to  do,  will  fee  that  many  circumitances  mud  arife,  in  which  the  good  of  the  indivi- 
dual mufl  give  way  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  nor  murmur  if  things  do  not  always  take 
the  turn  which  he  would  have  wifhcd  them  to  do, — We  truft  that  every  man  will,   for 
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iha  future,  live  in  the  confidence  that  he  has  a  provident  and  anxious  father  in  his 
prince  :  yes,  may  the  contcfl:  who  fliall  do  moft  to  make  his  native  country  happy,  be 
from  this  day  forth  the  only  conted:  that  ever  arifes  between  us." 

The  duke  is  now  quite  a  philofopher ;  he  founds  fchools,  farms,  cultivates  arts  and 
faiences,  and  edablilhcs  manufaftures :  in  fliort,  he  endeavours  in  every  way  poffible  to 
make  up  for  what  has  been  wron;^. 

Rlany  caufcs  had  contributed  to  miflead  this  prince  in  the  earlier  parts  of  life,  and 
to  give  his  mind,  naturally  a  lively  and  impetuous  one,  a  falfe  diredtion.  Amongft  the 
foremoll,  we  may  reckon  the  fafliion  of  the  times,  the  bad  examples  fet  him  by  the  courts 
of  JNIanheim  and  Drefden,  the  tafte  for  falfe  magnificence,  which  he  had  acquired  in 
Italy,  and  the  corruption  of  thofe  who  furrounded  him  ;  many  of  whom,  I  am  afliamed 
to  fay  it,  were  French.  Thefe  were  the  caufes  of  that  diflipation  of  which  Europe  has 
heard  fo  much.  The  confequences  were  fuch  as  might  naturally  have  been  forefeen  ; 
debt,  oppreflive  taxes,  refift ance  on  the  part  of  the  ftates  of  the  country,  and  finally,  a 
commiiiion  of  inquiry  ifiued  by  the  imperial  court.  The  debts,  upon  examination,  were 
found  to  amount  to  i,2oo,oool.  The  evil  counfellors,  you  may  think,  were  removed; 
but  this  would  have  done  little,  but  for  the  change  which  about  this  time  took  place  in 
moft  of  the  leffer  courts  of  the  empire,  the  princes  of  which,  from  being  oppreffive  and 
expenfive  tyrants,  fuddenly  contracted  a  tafte  for  political  o;conomy  and  philofophical 
purfuits.  Into  thefe  the  duke  ran  with  as  much  ardour  as  he  had  formerly  done  into  ju- 
venile diflipation. 

I  fliould  now  give  you  an  account  of  the  feveral  new  eftablifliments  for  education, 
and  particularly  of  the  military  academy  ;  but  I  believe  that  you  are  already  acquainted 
with  them,  and  as  to  myfelf,  I  muft  confefs  ingenioufly,  that  they  do  not  pleafe  me.  I 
fuppofe  that  as  things  are  now  circumftanced,  it  is  neceflary  to  pour  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  into  boys,  before  the  mind  is  fit  to  receive  it ;  ftill  I  own  that  I  cannot  bear 
to  fee  the  intention  of  nature  fo  perverted.  My  children,  if  I  am  bleffed  with  any,  fhall 
grow  up  to  thefe  years  like  young  Coflacks. — But  I  fliall  take  another  opportunity 
to  give  you  my  fentiments  on  education — at  prefent  fomething  more  concerning  Wir- 
temberg. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  dukedom  confifts  in  an  extenfive  valley,  which  is  bounded  on 
the  eafl:  by  a  chain  of  hills  called  the  Alps;  on  the  weft  by  the  Black  Foreftj  on  the 
north  by  a  part  of  the  mountain  of  Oden-Wald,  and  an  arm  of  the  Black  Foreft  ;  and 
on  the  fouth  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  Alps,  and  the  Black  Foreft  *.  On  the  whole  it 
inclines  to  the  northward,  and  is  watered  in  the  middle  by  the  Necker.  Several  fmaller 
srms  run  off  from  the  furrounding  chains  of  hills  towards  the  centre,  crofs  each  other 
in  various  direftions,  and  form  little  vallies,  which  are  watered  by  an  infinity  of  rivers. 
The  land  is  rendered  exceedingly  fruitful  by  thefe  lefler  hills,  which  ftielter  the  vallies 
from  the  cold  winds,  and  collefl;  the  heat  of  the  fun  between  them.  The  fouthern  fides 
of  thefe  mountains  and  hills  are  planted  with  vines  very  high  up,  and  above  there  is  ex- 
cellent dyers'  wood,  and  brufli  wood;  and  at  the  bottom  is  a  grey- coloured  light  mould, 
which  yields  all  kinds  of  corn,  but  particularly  barley,  in  aftonifhing  plenty.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  country  very  much  refembles  the  middle  part  of  Lorrain ;  but  the  foil  is 
much  better,  and  there  are  not  fo  many  ftones  in  it.  Excepting  fait,  which  it  is  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  Bavaria  for,  it  abounds  in  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  What  corn  is  not 
confumed  in  the  country  is  fent  to  Switzerland,  and  the  wine  goes  as  far  as  England. 

•  The  Black  Fortft  is  the  largeft  wood  of  Germany,  being  fixty  days  journey  in  length,  and   nine   in 
e>readih. 
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The  whole  extent  of  the  country  does  not  contain  more  than  two  hundred  German 
or  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  French  fquare  miles.  In  this  circuit  there  are  about  five 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  that  is,  about  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  to 
every  German  fquare  mile.  Excepting  thofe  parts  of  Germany  which  are  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  feme  capital  cities,  and  feme  diftrids  of  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands  there 
is  certainly  no  country  in  Europe  fo  populous  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  as  this  is.  It 
is  however  fo  fruitful  as  to  be  able  to  fupport  as  many  more  inhabitants. 

The  income  of  the  duke  amounts  to  three  millions  of  florins*,  or  about  "oo  cool, 
per  annum.  I  know  that  many  printed  calculations  make  the  fum  fmaller.  But  as 
there  are  few  parts  of  Germany  in  which  the  taxes  are  not  eftimated  at  five  florins  per 
head,  and  in  fome  they  pay  much  more,  why  fliould  it  not  be  fo  in  Wirtemberg,  which 
is  one  of  the  largefl  territories  in  Germany,  and  in  which  the  fubjeft  is  not  more 
fpared  ? 

After  the  eleftors,  the  duke  is  beyond  comparifon  the  greatefl:  prince  in  Germany 
though  the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caffel,  who  has  not  above  two  thirds  of  the  fubiects  or 
yearly  income,  is  of  more  confequence  in  the  empire,  on  account  of  his  connexion  with 
England. 

The  government  of  this  dukedom  is  not  fo  fimple  and  unmixed,  as  that  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Baden.  Here  are  fwarms  of  counfellors,  fecretaries,  prodtors,  and  advocates 
of  which  more  than  half  might  be  fpared ;  but  the  nature  of  the  government  allows 
them  to  enjoy  their  appointments  in  idlenefs.  Many  of  them,  it  is  true,  belong  to  the 
ftates,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  limit  the  authority  of  the  prince;  but  notwithflanding  the  many 
redsftions  in  the  houfehold  itfelf,  it  is  fl:ill  much  too  large  for  the  duke's  circumftances. 

The  duke's  army  confided  formerly  of  fourteen  thoufand  men ;  and  if  his  debts  were 
paid,  and  the  other  expences  moderated,  fuch  an  eftablifhment  might  always  be  fup- 
ported,  as  the  population  and  revenues  of  the  country  appear  to  allow  it.  At  the  time; 
of  the  change,  however,  they  were  reduced  to  about  five  thoufand  men,  and  thofe  feem 
to  be  none  of  the  bell  troops. 

Stutgart  contains  about  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  fince  the  duke  is  returned 
the  population  has  been  conftantly  on  the  increafe.  During  the  contefl:,  in  which  Stut- 
gart took  a  very  violent  part,  he  removed  to  Louifburg.  Stutgart  was  infl:antly  fenfible 
of  her  lofs  by  it ;  fhe  made  every  poflible  efibrt  to  obtain  his  return,  but  all  in  vain:  but 
after  a  reconciliation  between  the  prince  and  the  ftates,  the  wifli  of  the  Stutgarders  was 
at  laft  accompliflied. 

The  city  is  well  built :  the  inhabitants  are  a  handfome,  ftout  people.  The  women 
are  tall  and  flender,  with  fair  and  ruddy  complexions.  The  natural  riches,  the  eafe 
with  which  a  maintenance  is  to  be  procured,  either  at  court  or  in  the  country,  caufe  them 
to  live  exceedingly  well.  What  would  provide  for  t\yelve  of  our  people,  feems  here  to 
be  only  the  portion  of  fix.  The  Stutgarder  is  fo  attached  to  his  home,  that  if  you 
remove  him  but  thirty  miles  from  it,  he  is  immediately  feized  with  the  maladie  du  pah. 

Though  the  country  throughout  is  proteftant,  and  the  Duke  alone  a  catholic,  there 
ftill  prevails  a  great  deal  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry.  The  clergy  are  members  of  the 
ftates,  have  a  jurifdidion  of  their  own,  and  are  very  wealthy. 

The  aff'eclion  of  the  Wirtembergers  towards  their  prince  is  remarkable.     Even  when 
the  duke  feemed  to  have  no  other  care  than  how  he  fliould  load  them  with  new  taxes 
he  did  not  forfeit  their  attachment.     The  curfes  of  the  people  fell  on  his  fervants,  and 
the  crew  of  projeftors  who  led  him  aftray.     But  fince  thefe  have  been  baniflied,  he  is 
become  the  idol  of  his  fubjeQs ;  and  he  deferves  to  be  fo. Farewell. 

•  A  Geiraan  floiin  13  two  fliillings  of  Englifh  monev, 
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LETTER  IV. 

Stuigart,  May  20,  1780. 
^  MY  cxcurfions  in  the  neighbouring  ftates  of  the  circle  of  Suabia,  did  not  produce  the 
rich  booty  I  had  promifed  to  myfelf.  I  vifited  a  dozen  free  imperial  towns,  in  which, 
notwithftanding  the  republican  form  of  government,  not  a  fpark  of  liberty  or  patriotifiu 
was  to  be  feen.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  have,  through  the  oppreflion  of  more  powerful 
neighbours,  long  fince  loft  all  fenfe  of  the  value  of  independence  ;  but  though  afliamed 
to^  mention  the  name  of  their  native  country  out  of  their  own  walls,  within  them  they 
mimic  the  forms  of  old  Rome,  and  after  the  manner  of  thofe  governors  of  the  world,, 
infcribe  their  public  buildings  of  Hate  with  Senatus  Populufqiis,  Hallenfis,  Bopfngcnfis^. 
Nordlingenfis,  he. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  the  imperial  cities  of  Suabia  aded  a  very  different  part. 
They  were  then  united  in  leagues,  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with  the  cities  of  Fran- 
conia  and  the  Rhine.  Even  the  Emperor  had  fometimes  caufe  to  be  alarmed  at  their 
increafing  power,  which  indeed  made  Charles  V,  difunite  them.  From  the  time  of  the 
aflbciation  of  the  Hanfe  towns,  the  gold  had  flowed  from  all  the  country  into  the  cities. 
Thefe  were  the  exclufive  feats  of  induftry,  and  their  wealth  drew  into  their  dependance 
the  neighbouring  princes,  vi'ho  at  that  time  hved  by  robberies. 

If  the  fpirit  of  trade  which  then  prevailed,  had  fuffered  them  to  place  more  value  on 
the  pofleflion  of  landed  property,  they  would  to  this  day  have  preferved  fomevvhat  of 
their  former  fplendour,  as  with  their  power  they  might  have  made  many  conquclfs,  and 
with  their  wealth  many  purchafes. 

AH  hopes  are  now  vanifhed  of  their  ever  becoming  again  confpicuous.  As  foon  as^ 
the  princes  difcovered  the  value  of  induftry,  and  gave  it  free  encouragement  in  their 
dominions,  it  fled  into  their  protedlion,  and  abandoned  the  dark  walls  of  cities  in  which- 
a  fyftem  of  monopolies,  little  policy,  and  narrow-minded  envy  of  the  fuccefsful,  laid  it 
under  fo  many  reftraints.  In  confequence,  the  towns  arc  fo  reduced,  as  to  be  obliged 
to  fell  the  little  landed  property  they  have,  to  dilcharge  their  debts.  This  has  lately 
been  the  cafe  with  Ulm  ;  the  largefl;  town  in  Suabia,  next  to  Augfburg.  Of  the  im- 
perial towns  which  I  have  vifited,  I  can  fay  nothing  particular,  but  that  Htilbron  is- 
beautifully  fituated,  and  Halle  has  a  fait  manufadory,  which  brings  in  three  hundred- 
thoufand  florins,  or  thirty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

Having  left  thefe  ftates,  I  ran  over  in  a  very  fliort  time,  about  a  do.zen  principalities, 
and  prelacies,  with  the  names  of  which  I  fliall  not  trouble  you.  Almolt  the  whole 
country  confifts  of  well-wooded  mountains  and  hills,  and  fertile  vales,  ail  in  high  culti- 
vation. 1  he  great  population  which  prevails  here  is  wonderful,  when  you  confider  the 
untoward  circumftances  of  the  country.  By  untoward  circumftances,  I  mean  the  extor- 
tions of  petty  mafters,  who  all  keep  their  miftreiTes,  their  fl:ag-hounds,  their  French 
cooks,  and  Englifli  horfes;  the  perpetual  quarrels  amongft  neighbours,  which  arife  from 
the  various  perplexed  governments  of  the  empire ;  the  fmall  profits  attendant  on  in- 
duftry within  fuch  a  confined  fpot;  and  laftly,  the  conftant  decreafe  of  coin,  owing  to 
the  fums  of  money  expended  by  the  governors  of  the  country  in  fearch  of  foreign  lux- 
uries. As  religion,  manners,  attachment  to  the  native  fpot,  temperance,  and  frugality, 
all  of  which  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  thefe  people  poflefs,  do  not  appear  to  me  fufli- 
cient  of  themfelves  to  counterbalance  thefe  evils,  I  have  but  one  way  of  accounting  for 
the  profperity  I  fee  j  which  is  this  : 

The 
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The  right  of  holding  property  of  their  own,  which  the  country  people  of  thefe  parts 
enjoy,  could  not  of  itfelf  prwent  thefe  dates,  which  exifl:  entirely  by  agriculture,  from 
decay;  becaufe  the  extraordinary  fruitfulnefs  of  the  women  would  in  time  requtre  fucll 
a  partition  of  property,  as  would  not  leave  enough  to  each  fiirmer  to  buy  beds  for  hi,'^ 
children.  I  believe  therefore  that  it  is  the  emigrations,  joined  with  this,  that  are  to 
folve  the  phenomenon  I  am  endeavouring  to  explain.  Though  Suabia  is  the  mod  po- 
pulous country  in  all  Germany,  there  is  no  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  migrate  in 
fuch  large  quantities. 

Thefe  emigrants  are  of  two  kinds.  The  major  part  are  an  idle  fet,  who  fell  their 
property  to  furnifh  themfclves  with  money  to  travel  into  foreign  countries,  in  fearch  of 
imaginary  projeQs  of  fortune.  The  others  are  young  men,  who  go  out  to  ti-y  their  for- 
tune as  mechanics,  and  when  they  fucceed,  part  with  their  land  to  their  other  brothers 
for  a  fmall  confideration.  By  thefe  caufes  no  greater  load  is  thrown  upon  agriculture 
than  it  is  able  to  bear;  and  it  is  well  that  there  is  not ;  for  the  fole  refources  of  fuch 
fmall  diftrifls  as  thofe  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  are  in  their  agriculture.  For  the  limits 
of  their  luxui^  are  too  narrow  to  admit  of  that  variety  of  employments,  and  ways  of 
gain,  which  diverfify  the  callings  of  men  fo  infinitely  in  other  countries;  nor  is  it  polli- 
ble  that  manufadures  Ihould  thrive  among  them,  whilfl;  they  are  circumftanced  as  they 
are ;  that  is,  furrounded  by  powerful  princes,  who  lay  great  duties  on  their  imports,  in 
order  to  proted  their  own  eftablifhments,  and  fituated  in  a  country  which  fupplies  them 
with  few,  if  any,  of  the  prime  materials  for  work.  They  muft  therefore  depend  entirely 
on  their  agriculture,  and  they  do  fo.  I  do  not  however  mean  to  fay,  that,  cultivated  as 
it  is,  this  country  is  not  fufceptible  of  a  much  greater  degree  of  improvement.  It  cer* 
tainly  is ;  and  much  more  might  be  done. 

Still,  what  has  been  done  is  furprifing  ;  nor  is  the  caufe  lefs  worthy  of  admiration. 
For  it  is  owing  to  a  fteady  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  a  fet  of  political  regulations 
■which  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  fmallefl;  parts  of  the  country,  and  which  raifed  my  won- 
der as  often  as  I  had  occafion  to  confider  them.  We  not  only  hear  nothing  here  of 
the  opprefllons  of  private  individuals,  but  there  are  inftances  in  which  caufes  have  been 
given  againft  the  petty  loi-ds  of  the  country  in  their  own  courts.  Indeed  they  have  need 
to  be  careful ;  for  no  man  who  is  not  flrong  enough  to  bring  a  force  in  the  field  againft 
the  emperor,  to  whom  there  is  always  an  appeal,  would  be  fuffered  to  go  on  long  with 
impunity.  It  is  but  a  few  years  fmce,  that  redrefs  was  obtained  againft  a  petty  prince  of 
Suabia,  who  was  going  to  drive  his  fubjefts  out  of  their  pofTeflions,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  his  ftags  and  wild  boars.  But  it  muft  be  owned,  that  fuch  extrenle  remedies 
as  thefe  are  feldom  neceflary.  There  is  an  integrity  ftill  adherent  to  the  German  cha- 
racter, and  a  kind  of  jovial  humour  about  them,  which  makes  the  princes  of  the  country 
ftart  from  the  a£ts  of  wanton  oppreflion  and  cruelty,  which,  with  the  fame  powers,  would 
no  doubt  be  exercifed  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  even  in  France.  Give  a  German  prince  but 
room  and  food  for  his  dogs  and  horfes(for  about  the  welfare  of  thefe  he  is  uncommonly 
folicitous)  and  you  have  little  to  fear  from  him  in  other  refpeds  ;  —  that  is  as  an  indi- 
vidual, for  in  the  grofs  they  will  clip  you  as  clofe  as  they  can. 

There  is,  however,  one  objeft  in  which  there  is  great  need  of  reformation,  and  that 
is  the  adminiftration  of  criminal  juftice.  The  torture  is  not  yet  aboliflied  in  ihefe  coun- 
tries, and  they  ftill  behead,  hang,  break  upon  the  wheel,  and  im\>2\&fecundum  pracepta 
kgis  Carolina.  It  is  not  very  long  fmce  they  burned  a  woman  for  being  a  v/itch ;  but 
that  I  believe  is  over.  The  civil  lav/  too,  is  not  yet  reduced  to  that  perfe£l  ftate  which 
might  be  defirable.  Not  that  I  am  for  getting  rid  of  all  forms,  with  your  modern  phi- 
iofophers,  and  leaving  every  thing  to  the  wifdom  of  the  judge,  under  the  pretence  that 

c  a  formi 
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forms  confume  too  much  time  and  money.  That  they  confume  time  and  money  I  am 
ready  to  allow  ;  but  thcfe  are  well  employed  when  flow  invefligation  brings  fecurity  in 
the  final  decifion,  and  the  neceflity  of  abiding  by  forms  prevents  cupidity  from  praclifmg 
on  avarice.  Give  me  a  Socrates  for  a  judge,  and  1  will  be  content  to  abide  by  his  de- 
cifions  ;  but  whilft  judges  are  what  they  are,  whilfl;  philofophy  comes  out  of  the  mouth 
and  expires  on  the  lips,  it  is  better  to  trull  to  a  mode  of  procefs,  which  leaves  little  room 
for  the  bad  paflions  to  play.  I  own  that  fome  of  the  Gothic  forms  ftill  pradifed  in 
mod  of  the  German  tribunals,  might  be  aboliflied  without  doing  mifchief.     But  there 

are  many  in  which  the  Gordian  knot  has  been  cut  inftead  of  being  loofened. Fare 

thee  well. 


LETTER  V. 

Augsburg. 
I  HAVE  made  you  wait  thus  long  for  a  letter,  as  a  punifhment  for  your  intolerable 
lazinefs ;  but  as  you  appear  penitent  in  the  fhort  epiftle  I  received  yefterday,  and  Nan- 
nette  intercedes  for  you  in  the  poftfcript,  fliall  refume  the  correfpondence. 

At  Stutgart  I  met  with  a  friend  with  whom  I  made  an  excurfion  very  far  into  the 
Black  Foreft.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  parts  of  it  which  belong  to  the  dutchy  of  Wir- 
temberg  are  not  near  fo  handfome,  well-made,  or  lively,  as  thofe  who  live  near  the 
Necker,  and  in  the  adjoiiung  vallies.  The  men  are  clumfy,  and  the  women  yellow,  ill- 
fliaped,  and  wrinkled  at  the  age  of  thirty.  They  diftinguifli  themfelves  from  their 
neighbours,  by  a  more  frightful  tafte  in  drefs,  and  a  fhocking  want  of  cleanlinefs.  Kalb 
is  the  bell  town  in  thefe  parts.  It  has  confiderable  manufadures,  and  the  inhabitants 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  contefts  with  the  duke,  by  an  uncommon  degree  of  fpi- 
rit,  love  of  Hberty,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution. 

I  am  not  able  to  account  fatisfa£lorily  to  myfelf  for  the  ughnefs  of  this  people. 
Hard  labour  and  little  food  may  contribute  to  it,  but  cannot  be  the  only  reafon  ;  for  in 
the  country  of  Furftemberg,  and  particularly  in  the  Auflrian  parts  of  this  great  chain 
of  hills,  we  faw  very  handfome  people  who  did  not  feem  to  live  better  than  the  Wir- 
tembergers  do.  PolTibly  the  uglinefs  of  the  latter  may  be  owing  to  the  fituation,  and 
depth  of  the  vallies,  to  the  air,  and  perhaps  to  the  water. 

Thefe  journies  over  the  mountains  had  particular  charms  for  me.  I  fancied  myfelf 
in  a  new  world.  One  inchanting  profpeft  exceeded  another  in  variety  and  beauty. 
Mountains,  and  chains  of  mountains  of  the  mofl  extraordinary  forms,  cataracts,  woods, 
fmall  lakes  in  the  deep  hollows,  precipices ;  in  fhort,  every  thing  I  faw  was  in  fo  grand 
a  flyle,  that- 1  am  not  vain  enough  to  attempt  to  defcribe  it  in  a  letter. 

After  refting  fome  days  with  my  friend  at  Stutgart,  1  fet  out  for  the  lake  of  Con- 
fiance,  where  my  wifhes  had  long  gone  before  me.  In  my  way  thither,  I  came  over 
another  chain  of  hills  called  the  Alps,  which  run  through  the  middle  of  Suabia 
from  north-eaft  to  fouth-wefl:.  This  chain  ftretches  from  the  frontiers  of  Suabia,  be- 
tween Bavaria  and  Franconia,  as  far  as  Fichtelberg,  and  joins  with  the  mountains  of 
Bohemia. 

The  objeft  mod  worthy  notice  in  this  journey,  was  the  family  feat  of  the  King  of 
PrufFia.  Who  would  believe  that  the  great  Frederick,  who.withftood  the  united  flrength 
of  the  greateft  powers  of  Europe,  and  preferved  the  balance  in  the  north,  was  the  de- 
fcendant  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Hohenzollern,  the  fmallefl  principality  of 
Germany,  the  two  furviving  branches  of  which,  Hechingen  and  Siegmaring,  have  not 

together 
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together  feventy  ihoufand  florins,  or  feven  thoufand  pounds,  income  ?  The  younger 
brother  of  one  of  our  marquiflbs  being  informed  of  this  by  a  Pruffian,  gave  a  fnap  witli 
his  fingers,  and  faid,  Voihi  un  Cadet  qui  a  fait  fortune. 

We  travelled  diredly  through  the  princedom  of  Holienzollern,  the  breadth  of  which 
IS  httle  more  than  ten  miles.  It  may  be  about  fifty  miles  in  length,  but,  including  the 
detached  part  of  Siegmaringen,  does  not  contain  more  than  twelve  thoufand  people. 
'Jhe  country  is  exceedingly  full  of  hills  and  woods,  and  the  princes  have  always  been 
great  hunters.  Thofe  who  now  fway  the  fceptre  are  amiable  men,  who,  you  may  fup- 
pofe,  do  not  forget  that  the  King  of  PrufTiais  their  relation.  If  I  miftake  not,  a  count 
of  Hohenzollern  was  not  long  fince  made  coadjutor  to  the  chapter  of  Ermcland  by  the 

We  viewed  the  caftle  of  Hechmgen,  which  flands  on  a  high  mountain,  and  commands 
an  extenfive  profpeft  over  the  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg,  and  the  neighbouring  country, 
I  have  heard  that  one  of  the  ancient  governors  of  this  fmall  territory,  could  not  forbear 
faying,  as  he  was  walking  with  his  attendants  on  the  callle  terrace,  and  furveying  with 
delight  the  wild  and  beautiful  country  round  him,  "  The  little  country  of  Wirtemberg 
would  be  a  pretty  addition  to  the  territory  of  Hohenzollern."  If  this  anecdote  fhould 
not  be  true,  it  is  not  ill  invented,  the  little  country  of  Wirtemberg  being  at  leaft  thirty 
times  as  large  as  the  whole  territory  of  Hohenzollern. 

I  was  tranfported  at  the  fight  of  the  lake  of  Conftance  ;  but  fhall  not  attempt  any 
poetical  defcription  of  it,  as  I  fliould  ufe  a  very  rough  crayon  indeed,  to  portray  a  fcene 
of  infinite  variety  and  beauty.  I  fliall  therefore  only  give  you  my  philofophical  and  po- 
litical refleftions  on  the  country  and  its  inhabitants.  Indeed  you  well  knov^',  that  where 
my  feelings  are  the  moft  interefl:ed,I  am  leafl  happy  in  expreffing  them. 

What  at  firfl:  fight  is  moft  ftriking  in  this  great  piece  of  water,  which  divides  Ger- 
many from  Switzerland,  through  fo  great  a  length  of  country  is,  that  there  fhould  be 
no  town  of  any  importance  about  it.  Conftance,  which  is  the  moft  refpedable,  hardly 
contains  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  whilft  Schaffhaufen,  St.  Gallen,  Zurich,  and  fome 
places  which  are  not  far  diftant,  though  lefs  advantageoufly  fituated,  are  very  flourifhing 
cities.  It  has  no  trade  to  fignify,  nor  the  fmalleft  manufacture  of  any  kind.  This  is 
more  extraordinary,  becaufe,  throughout  the  country,  the  Bavarian  peafant  feems  not 
only  more  alive  and  alert  than  the  Swifs,  but  has  an  advantage  over  him  in  morals  and 
induftry. 

In  Conftance  one  is  ftrongly  induced  to  confider  this  want  of  induftry,  the  negledl:  of 
the  advantages  which  nature  holds  out,  and  the  vices  which  prevail  as  entirely  owing 
to  the  religion.  In  Alface,  and  among  the  lower  Suabians,  I  had  already  found  more 
fpirit  of  trade  in  the  protellants  than  in  the  catholics,  whom  numerous  holidays,  piN 
grimages,  holy  fraternities,  the  immoderately  inculcated  doftrine  of  the  contempt  of 
worldly  things,  the  expeftation  of  fome  wonderful  fupport  from  God,  the  eafe  of  find- 
ing a  provifion  in  cloifters,  and  laftly,  very  narrow  and  contracted  minds,  all  contribute 
to  corrupt.  Thefe  difadvantages,  however,  as  far  as  concerns  the  peafants  of  the  two 
countries  we  are  fpeaking  of,  are  conipenfated  by  the  heavinefs  and  favagenefs  of  the  re- 
formed Swifs;  fpecimens  of  which,  I  fhall  at  a  future  time  lay  before  you  ;  but  in  the 
towns,  the  greater  number  of  churches  and  cloifters,  added  to  the  above  caufes  on  the 
one  fide,  and  the  greater  degree  of  knowledge  on  the  other,  create  a  difference  which  is 
very  ftriking   and  is  infinitely  increafed  by  a'number  of  other  caufes  befides  religion. 

It  is  evident,  I  think,  from  the  example  of  France,  the  Auflrian  Netherlands,  and 
various  Italian  ftates,  that  the  Roman  catholic  religion  does  nc^t  of  itfelt  ftifie  induftry, 
of  which  there  may  exift  a  great  deal  with  a  ftrong  tinge  of  fuperllition,  juft  as  the 
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knight  of  La  Manca,  when  taken  out  of  his  quixotifm,  (hewed  himfelf  both  a  gentlemaa 
and  a  philofopher.  In  this  country  likewife,  religion  is  not  fo  much  the  principal  as  the 
acccffary  caufe ;  and  it  is  owing  to  local  circumftances,  that  the  German  catholic  is  not 
fo  induflrious  as  the  French  or  Genoefe. 

The  chief  of  thefe  is  certainly  the  mode  of  education.  You  would  be  aflonifhed  to 
fee  the  difference  of  education  in  the  German  proteftant,  and  the  German  catholic  towns, 
as  well  as  between  the  French  and  German  catholic.  All  I  need  to  fay  on  the  fubjedt 
is,  that  the  Jefuits,  to  whom  we  owe  fo  much  on  this  head,  and  whom  all  our  patriots 
fo  much  wifli  for  back  again,  are  in  Germany  the  protestors  of  every  thing  barbarous 
and  favage.  They  drive  as  ardently  to  fupprefs  every  emanation  of  genius  here,  as 
thofe  of  their  order  endeavoured  to  kindle  it  amongft  us. 

But  another  obflacle  to  induftry  in  this  country,  is  the  flupid,  ridiculous  pride  of  the 
■nobles.  Whilft  the  Swifs  merchant  and  manufafturer  bears  a  part  in  the  government 
of  his  country,  the  Canon  of  Conftance  looks  with  contempt  on  the  citizen  who  is  in- 
debted for  his  riches,  not  to!  a  doubtful  genealogy,  but  to  his  underftanding  and  induf- 
try.  This  makes  a  deep  impreflion  on  the  citizen ;  who,  inftead  of  increafing  his  capital 
by  his  induftry,  purchafes  a  title,  endeavours  to  put  on  the  noble,  and  then  with  a  pride 
Hill  more  contemptible,  infults  his  fellows. 

In  the  next  place  the  frugal  way  of  living  of  the  Swifs  very  much  contributes  to  the 
increafe  of  their  manufaftures.  The  daily  repaft  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  middle  ftation 
of  life  in  Cor\ftance,  would  make  a  fumptuous  feaft  for  one  of  St.  Gallen.  True  it  is, 
that  as  every  ill  has  its  attendant  good,  their  conviviality  may  be  the  caufe  why  the  Sua- 
bians  are  evidently  fo  much  better  tempered  than  the  Swifs.  Add  to  all  this,  that  Con- 
ftance  is  in  a  manner  neglefted,  on  account  of  its  diflance  from  the  Court  of  Vienna. 
The  Swifs,  it  is  faid,  made  overtures  toeftabUfli  manufaftures  there,  but  they  failed.  I 
am  ignorant  whether  the  failure  was  owing  to  the  intolei'ance  of  the  court,  to  the  jea- 
ioufy  of  the  fenate  of  Conftance,  which  is  conftantly  felicitous  to  preferve  fomething 
of  its  former  importance  as  a  free  imperial  town,  or  to  the  above  mentioned  pride  of  the 
nobles. 

The  bi{hop  refides  at  Moerfburg,  a  fmall  town  on  the  oppofite  border  of  the  lake. 
He  has  an  income  of  about  feventy  thoufand  florins,  or  7C00I.  per  annum.  He  has  very 
confiderable  poffeflions  in  Switzerland.  The  other  places  worth  notice  on  the  German 
fide,  are  Uberlingen  and  Lindau. 

The  Swifs  fide  of  this  fmall  lake  is  more  pleafant  to  view  than  the  German.  The 
beautiful  mixture  of  the  neighbouring  hills  planted  with  vines,  the  ftraggling  appearance 
of  the  farm-houfes  with  orchards  round  them,  the  fmall  and  varied  patches  of  all  the 
different  kinds  of  agriculture,  make  it  more  agreeable  to  the  eye  than  the  Suabian  vil- 
lages, the  houfes  of  which  fland  together  as  in  towns,  and  are  often  enconipaffed  by  a 
great  corn  field  or  a  wide  meadow.  Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  that  both  fides  of  the 
kike  are  equally  well  inhabited.  The  Swii's  foil  is  more  ftony  and  heavy  than  the  Ger- 
man,  and  though  the  Thurgau  is  one  of  the  beft  parts  of  Switzerland,  it  is  indebted  to 
Suabia  for  a  part  of  the  prime  neceffaij  of  life,  to  wit,  corn,  v/hich  it  repays  in  wine  and 
fruits. 

They  little  think  in  Holland,  how  much  they  owe  to  the  lake  of  Conftance.  As 
matters  even  now  are,  they  can  hardly  guard  againfl  the  fand,  which  being  waflied  down 
from  the  Alps  by  the  Aar,  and  other  rivers  into  the  Rhine,  threatens  to  flop  up  the 
mouth  of  the  latter,  and  already  leaves  room  to  apprehend  feme  violent  revolution,  by 
"the  great  fand  banks  it  has  raifed.  But  if  the  great  refervoir  we  fpeak  of  did  not  inter- 
cept by  far  the  largeft  quantity  of  fand,  which  the  rapid  ftreani  of  the  Rhine  wafhes 
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from  the  high  Buntnerland,  Holland  muft  have  been  already  buried  under  a  new  fand, 
and  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  being  altered  by  it,  muft  have  totally  changed  the  figure  of 
the  country.  It  is  true  that  tbefe  changes  mud:  neceilarily  happen.  However  confider- 
ablc  the  depth  of  this  lake  may  be,  it  muft  at  lad  be  filled  up,  and  the  iboner,  becaufe 
the  Itream,  as  it  flows  from  Conilance  through  the  upper  parts  of  Germany,  is  always 
deepening  its  bed,  and  the  lake  lofes  exactly  fo  much  water  as  it  gains  in  fand.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  reflett  how  much  fo  great  a  bafon  as  this  lake  may  contain  ;  if  we  cal- 
culate its  contents  as  De  la  Torre  did  thofe  of  Vefuvius,  v/e  Ihall  think  that  the  Dutch 
are  fecure  for  many  generations. 

It  was  impofTible  for  me  to  leave  this  country  without  vifiting  the  famous  Fall  of  the 
Rhine  at  Lauffen,  where  I  beheld  the  fineft  fpedacle  I  had  ever  feen.  As  no  painting 
or  print  of  this  magnificent  fcene  of  nature  had  ever  come  in  my  way,-and  I  knew  it  onlv 
from  general  i-eport,  that  which  probably  happens  to  all  who  do  not  carry  with  them 
fome  diftind  idea  of  it  happened  to  me.  My  imagination  had  deceived  me.  I  had  fan- 
cied to  myfelf  one  of  the  wildeft  fpots  of  the  world,  and  the  Rhine  falling  from  a  great 
height  into  an  unfathomable  gulf.  The  contrail  between  the  reality  and  my  idea,  made 
the  furprize  more  agreeable.  Indeed  the  circumftance  took  place  here,  which  generally 
attends  all  great  works  of  nature  and  art,  the  true  greatnefs  and  beauty  of  which  do  not 
ftrike  at  firit  fight,  but  are  felt  on  clofer  obfervation  and  comparifon  of  their  parts.  I 
found  the  fall  not  near  fo  high,  but  far  more  beautiful  than  I  had  expefted.  The  am- 
phitheatre of  hills  covered  with  trees;  the  two  rocks,  (on  one  of  which  is  placed  the 
caflle  of  Lauffen  ;  on  the  other,  a  village,  with  a  mill  before  it,)  which,  like  the  two 
front  pillars  of  a  theatre,  ftand  on  each  fide  of  the  fall ;  the  breadth  of  the  fail ;  the 
beautiful  divifion  of  its  different  defcending  waters  ;  the  rich  bafon  underneath  ;  the 
agreeable,  and  almoft  artificial  mixture  of  wild  cultivated  country;  in  fliort,  every  thing- 
was  more  delightful  than  my  expeftation  had  formed  it. 

The  height  from  which  the  water  falls,  is  near  fifty  feet,  including  the  little  inclination 
it  makes  preparatory  to  its  precipitation,  which  can  only  be  feen  from  the  rifing  ground 
above  it.  It  was  formerly  confiderably  higher,  and  many  perfons  ftill  living  remember 
a  piece  of  the  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  precipice,  which  has  been  worn  away  by  the 
water.  I  think  I  could  obfcrve,  from  the  rock  on  which  the  caflle  of  Lauffen  flandsy 
that  the  Itream  was  gradually  deepening  its  courfe.  It  follows  therefore,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, that  the  lake  of  Conflance  muft  diminifh  in  proportion  as  the  Rhine  deepens  its 
bed.  In  my  journey  hither,  I  faw  evident  marks  of  new  land  near  Lindau.  The  lake 
of  Conftance  has  this  in  common  with  all  lakes,  which  lay  high.  This  diminution  muff. 
be  the  molt  remarkable  in  the  lake  of  Neufchatel. 

I  made  an  agreeable  little  tour  to  the  ifland  of  Meinau,  a  commandery  of  the  Teuto- 
nic order  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Conftance.  The  commander's  houfe  is  a  handfome 
new  building,  and  commands  an  excellent  profpedl  over  all  the  lake  of  Conftance.  Mr. 
Coxe  feems  not  to  have  underftood  the  plan  of  thecaftle  gardens  He  confiders  it  as  a 
want  of  tafte  to  have  obftrufted  the  free  view  of  the  lake,  by  plantations  of  fiirubs  ;  but 
fhefe  lead  a  ftranger  imperceptibly  to  the  defired  fpot,  where  he  is  furprifed  vv-ith  the 
profpe£t,  and  fees  the  whole  lake,  and  all  the  fplendid  landfcape  around,  in  full  beautv. 
An  uninterrupted  view  of  the  water  from  the  garden  would  not  be  very  pleafing,  as  it 
may  be  conftuntly  enjoyed  from  the  windows  of  the  palace. 

Before  I  leave  Conftance,  I  muft  recal  to  your  memory,  a  man,  who,  for  fome  years 
paft,  has  made  fome  noife  in  the  public  papers.  It  was  on  this  ftage  that  the  celebrated 
Gefner  began  his  career,  who  in  a  fliort  time  expelled  fo  many  millions  of  devils,  and 
cured  fo  many  hundred  bigots.     An  order  of  the  biftiop  of  Conflance  having  prohibited 
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iuch  miracles  in  his  diocefe,  forced  him  to  take  refuge  under  the  protection  of  tlie  pre< 
late  of  Salmanfweiler,  who,  by  the  (Irength  of  hard  gold,  always  purchafes  of  the  popt* 
an  exemption  from  the  bldiop's  power.  In  oppofition  to  the  bifiiop,  the  prelate  efpouCcd 
the  part  of  the  refugee  with  much  warmth  ;  and  his  fortune  was  made  by  the  perfecution 
he  underwent.  I'he  prelate's  fteward  fupplied  him  with  fome  barrels  of  (linking  oil, 
,iuid  other  commodities,  which  he  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  his  cures,  and  in  the  furnifli- 
ins:  of  which  the  other  found  his  account. 


LETTER  VL 

jiiigsburg. 

AFTER  having  gone  all  round  the  lake  of  Confiance,  I  directed  my  journey  from 
lindau  hither,  and  paffed  through  fome  decayed  imperial  cities,  which  had  been  under 
-the  neceflity  of  requefting  from  the  emperor  an  exemption  from  furnifliing  their  pro- 
portion of  tax  for  the  public  exigencies  of  the  empire,  and  were  now  aftually  dwindled 
into  villages.  Memmingen,  however,  is  an  exception.  It  has  fome  manufactures  in  it, 
and  lilill  refembles  a  town.  I  met,  by  accident,  with  an  extrad  from  the  chronicle  of 
this  little  town,  which  runs  in  the  fame  old  womanifli  flyle  with  all  other  chronicles  of 
fmall  towns.  I  will  tranfcribe  fomepaflages  from  it,  as  they  paint  the  charafter  of  the 
.people. 

'  In  the  year  1448,  the  taverns  of  the  town  were  exhaufted  of  wine ;  the  fenate  fent  a 
formal  deputation  to  the  Necker,  to  procure  this  indiipenfible  neceflary  for  its  fubjeQs. 
As  the  waggon  with  the  wine  was  approaching,  the  body  of  the  citizens  went  in  procef- 
iion  to  meet  it,  with  drums  beating,  and  colours  flying,  and  there  was  a  public  bonfire 
ordered. — ' 

'  In  the  year  1449,  there  happened,  on  St.  Galen's  day,  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin, 
fome  difpute  among  the  women  concerning  the  pews,  which  at  lad  bred  a  fray  amongft 
them  in  the  church  itfelf.  The  clergy  imagined  it  neceffary  to  new  confecrate  the  church, 
which  had  been  thus  prophaned  ;  but  the  fenate  oppofed  it  with  all  their  power,  as  it 
had  only  been  a  fray  of  women.* 

Both  thefe  charafteriftics  of  the  people  Hill  prevail.  The  Suabian  has  ftill  the  fame 
veneration  for  wine,  and  the  fame  maftery  over  his  wife. 

From  hence  I  came  through  numberlefs  earldoms  and  lordfliips,  the  moft  confider- 
able  of  which  are  the  pofleflions  of  the  counts  Trucchfeffe  and  Fugger  ;  thefe  might 
be  confidered  as  principalities,  were  they  not  divided  among  fo  many  branches  of  the 
families. 

The  whole  traft  of  country,  from  the  lake  of  Conftance  here,  is  not  near  fo  well  cul- 
tivated as  lower  Suabia.  The  manners  of  the  people  alfo  are  much  inferior.  There  is 
a  flriking  difterence  in  the  perfons  of  the  men.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts  are  ugly, 
and  their  features  are  fo  diitorted  that  the  fight  difgufts  one.  Nature  too  has  done  ftill 
lefs  for  them,  tlian  for  their  neighbours.  The  whole  of  their  country  is  a  plain,  which 
is  interfered  only  by  one  ridge  of  woody  hills,  between  Lindau  and  Leutkirchen.  The 
foil  is  only  fit  for  tillage  ;  whereas,  in  Lower  Suabia,  the  mixture  of  mountains,  hills, 
and  valleys,  allows  of  every  kind  of  agriculture. 

The  efficient  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  this  country  is  its  being  parcelled  out  into  fo  many 
fmall  baronies  ;  many  of  the  owners  of  which  live  at  the  great  courts,  and  draw  the  mo- 
ney out  of  the  country.  It  is  needlefs  for  a  traveller  to  afk,  if  the  mailer  of  thefe  pof- 
feflions  refides  upon  his  property  j  as  one  can  ea.^ily  difcover  ia  the  looks  of  the  people, 

and 


riesbeck's  travels  throucii  germanv,  iy 

&nd  the  forfaken  afpeft  of  the  country,  that  he  docs  not.  Whilft  the  baron  is  making 
a  figure  at  court,  his  valTals  are  expofed  to  the  opprcflions  of  a  rapacious  fteward,  who 
generally  contrives,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  to  amafs  fo  much  wealth  as  to  enable 
him  to  refign  his  oifice,  and  commence  baron  himfelf. 

If  a  life  of  extravagance,  and  a  ridiculous  pallion  for  titles,  was  not  fo  univcrfal 
amongft  them  ;  if  they  had  more  love  for  the  arts  and  icicnces  ;  if  they  had  a  tafle  for 
more  elegant  pleafures  than  horfes,  equipages,  and  fervants  can  afford  ;  if  they  could 
bring  over  from  France  fomething  more  becoming  than  a  fliff  carnage,  an  affeclcd  walk, 
a  talte  for  gaming,  and  a  wretched  jargon,  the  German  nobles  might  be  the  happieffc 
clafs  of  human  beings.  Almoft:  entirely  independant,  as  the  nature  of  the  conft itution 
makes  them,  they  might  become,  in  the  fulleft  fenfe,  the  creators  of  the  happinefs  of 
their  fubjects,  and  in  return  receive  their  adoration.  But  they  appear  not  to  have  fuf- 
ficient  fenfibility  to  follow  fuch  a  line  of  conduQ:.  Nature  takes  her  revenge,  and  the 
confequence  of  their  idle  extravagance  at  the  court  is,  that  their  eflates  run  gradually  in 
debt,  and  their  refources  vanifli. 

Augfburg  is  one  of  the  oldefl:  towns  in  Germany,  and  one  of  the  mofl  remarkable  of 
them,  as  it  is  there,  and  at  Nuremberg,  that  you  meet  with  the  oldefl:  marks  of  German 
art  andindun:ry.  In  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  the  commerce  of  this  town 
was  the  mod:  extenfive  of  any  part  of  fouth  Germany,  and  contributed  much  to  the  civi- 
lization of  the  country,  by  the  works  of  art,  and  variety  of  ncceflaries  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  life,  which  it  was  the  means  of  introducing.  Many  things  originated 
in  this  town,  which  have  had  a  great  influence  on  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  Not  to 
mention  the  many  important  diets  of  the  empire  held  here  ;  here,  in  952,  did  a  council 
confirm  the  order  for  the  celibacy  of  priefts  ;  here,  in  1530,  was  the  confeffion  of  faith 
of  the  proteftants  laid  before  the  emperor,  and  other  eflates  of  Germany,  and  here,  in 
1 5S^,  was  figned  the  famous  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  religious  Hberty  was  fecured  to 
Germany. 

Many  of  the  houfes  are  old  and  ugly,  and  are  built  with  fo  little  attention  to  the  rules 
of  modern  tafle,  that  Winckelman  renounced  living  in  Germany  after  he  had  ken 
them  ;  but  this  is  what  the  Englilli  call  peeviflmefs ;  and  to  be  fo  much  taken  up  with 
beauty  and  form,  as  to  be  blind  to  every  other  confideration,  is  folly  and  vice.  The 
houfes  in  Augfburg  mufl:  not  be  confidered  as  Roman  and  Greek  temples,  but  as  monu- 
ments of  the  architeQure  of  the  times  In  which  they  were  built.  "Whoever  confiders 
them  in  that  light,  and  compares  them  with  the  houfes  built  at  Lubeck  and  Nurem- 
berg in  the  fame  century,  will  fee  to  what  a  much  greater  degree  of  magnificence  Augf-. 
burg  had  arrived  in  thofe  early  times.  He  will  fee,  too,  a  great  deal  of  real  beauty  of 
proportion,  uniformity,  correfpondence  of  parts,  &c.  &c. 

The  looks  of  the  inhabitants  of  Augfl)urg  have  fomething  very  flriking  in  them. 
They  are  a  compound  of  the  Suabian  and  Bavarian  features.  The  proteflants  are  moft 
like  the  Suabians,  and  the  catholics  the  Bavarians.  It  is  an  obfervation,  which  has 
been/requently  made,  and  undoubtedly  a  true  one,  that  you  may  diflinguifh  a  proteftant 
of  Augiburg,  from  a  catholic,  by  his  looks  and  manner.  Any  perfon  who  goes  into 
their  refpedive  churches, '  will  fee  ftriking  chara£lerifl:ical  diiferences  in  the  face.  As 
the  catholics  are  more  catholic  at  Augfburg  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  as 
the  followers  of  the  feveral  religions  feldom  inter-marry,  this  difference  may  the  more 
eafily  be  accounted  for. 

The  belt  account  of  the  fucceffive  variations  of  the  government  of  Augfburg,  which 
Is  ariflocratical,  is  to  be  met  with  in  D.  Langcmanter s  Hijlorie  des  Regiments  der  Stadt 
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Augsburg^  foU  and  in  P.  von  Stelten  des  altern  Gefchicbte  von  Augsburg,  i  vol.  in  4(0, 
which  carry  it  down  to  the  year  1649. 

The  police  of  the  place  is  very  good,  and  though  the  towrn  has  no  territory,  it  has  no 
debts.  The  waterworks  of  Augfburg  deferve  notice  much  more  than  thofe  of  Marly, 
the  mechanifm  of  them  is  much  more  fimple,  and  the  advantage  of  them  much  more 
confpicuous. 

Augfburg  is,  however,  no  longer  what  it  was.  It  no  longer  has  a  Fugger,  and  a 
Welfer  in  it,  to  lend  the  emperor  millions.  In  this  large  and  handfome  town,  formerly 
one  of  the  greateft  trading  towns  in  Germany,  there  are  no  merchants  at  prefent  to  be 
found,  who  have  capitals  of  more  than  20,oool.  The  others,  moll  of  whom  muft  have 
their  coaches,  go  creeping  on  with  capitals  of  3  or  4,000!.  and  do  the  bufmefs  of  bro- 
kers and  commiflioners.  Some  houfes,  however,  carry  on  a  little  banking  trade,  and 
the  way  through  Tyrol,  and  Graubundten,  occafions  fome  little  exchange  between  this 
place  and  Germany. 

After  thefe  brokers  and  doers  of  bufinefs  by  commiflion,  the  engravers,  flatuaries,, 
and  painters,  are  the  moft  reputable  of  the  labouring  part  of  the  city.  Their  produflions, 
like  the  toys  of  Nuremberg,  go  every  where.  There  are  always  fome  people  of  genius 
amongft  them  ;  but  the  fmall  demand  for  their  art  affords  them  fo  little  encouragement, 
that  to  prevent  ftarving,  they  are  moftly  confined  to  the  fmall  religious  works,  which 
are  done  elfewhere  by  Capuchin  monks.  They  furnifli  all  Germany  with  little  pictures 
for  prayer-books,  and  to  hang  in  the  citizens'  houfes.  Indeed  the  arts  meet  with  little 
fupport  in  this  country.  The  man  of  fafliion  had  much  rather  keep  horfes  and  hounds, 
and  a  ufelefs  train  of  fervants,  by  whom  he  is  cheated,  than  provide  for  an  ingenious 
artift,  and  even  when,  in  obedience  to  fafhion,  he  is  compelled  to  make  fome  facrifice  to 
genius,  he  refts  no  confidence  in  the  abilities  of  his  countryman.  As  he  is  feldom  pof- 
feffed  of  tafte  and  difcernment  himfelf;  he  is  directed  in  his  choice  by  the  reputation  of 
fome  foreign  artift,  and  leaves  merit  in  his  own  country  to  ftarve.  In  other  provinces 
of  Germany,  matters  appear  to  be  no  better  ordered;  Mengs,  Winckelman,  Gluc^ 
Haffe,  Handel,  and  many  others,  were  obliged  to  acquire  reputation  abroad,  before  their 
merits  were  acknowledged  at  home. 

There  is  an  academy  of  arts  inftituted  here,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  magi  fl:  rates. 
It  feems,  however^  like  its  patrons,  to  have  no  other  aim  than  to  produce  good  mecha- 
r.ics,  and  preferve  the  manufadures  of  the  city.  The  fenate,  for  fome  time  part,  has 
been  deliberating  on  fimilar  projefts,  for  the  encouragement  of  induftry.  As  I  take 
^art  in  any  improvement  for  focial  happinefs,  I  was  extremely  mortified  to  fee  thefe  in- 
lentions  thwarted  by  the  very  governors  of  the  town  themfelves. 

The  grounds  of  this  inconliftent  oppofition,  ariie  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  form  of 
government.  The  patricians,  who,  with  a  very  fmall  addition  of  the  mercantile  part, 
govern  the  town  ariftocratically,  cannot  bear  to  fee  the  plebeian  enabled  by  hisindullry 
to  carry  his  head  above  them.  Though  they  extol  induftry  in  the  fenate,  they  hate  and 
perfecute  it  in  the  workfliop.  One  Shulin,  who  has  made  his  fortune  by  a  great  cotton- 
work,  is  a  lamentable  example  of  this  duplicity.  As  the  millions  his  indultry  has 
brought,  allow  him  to  live  more  fplendidly  than  the  patricians  with  empty  titles,  he  is  be- 
come the  objed  of  their  moft  furious  perfecution  *. 

•  Mr.  Nicolai  is  of  a  different  opinion,  he  fays  that  the  burghers  take  great  part  in  the  government, 
ind  that  this  is  one  of  the  free  imperial  cities  iu  which  there  is  moft  liberty,  infinitely  more  than  at  Nurem- 
berg or  Ulm, 

This 
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This  defpicable  policy  takes  its  origin  in  tlie  general  corruption  of  the  countryr 
Nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  are  the  moft  infamous  rafcals  imaginable,  fellows,  who,  on 
the  leafl  fignal,  are  ready  to  cut  one  another's  throats  on  account  of  religion  ;  who 
fpend  their  week's  wages  every  Sunday  in  ale-houfes,  and  never  refleft  on  the  greatncls 
of  their  predeceffors,  but  when  the  liquor  is  fermenting  in  their  brain.  I  have  told  you 
already,  that  the  government  is  partly  catliohc  and  partly  proteltant.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  catholics  may,  1  believe,  be  more  numerous  than  the  proteftants.  It  is  quite  impof- 
fible  to  give  any  idea  of  all  the  ridiculous  incidents  occafioncd  by  the  religious  difputes. 
Every  day  produces  fome  unexpefted  occurrence,  which  makes  one  both  laugh  and 
complain.  They  never  brufli  a  cobweb  from  a  public  building,  without  mingling  reli- 
gion in  the  bufinefs.  The  catholics,  who  are  more  zealous  than  the  proteftants,  fup- 
port  a  controverfial  preacher  here,  as  they  do  in  all  the  towns,  where  the  religion  is  of 
the  mixed  kind.  This  man,  at  certain  times,  fets  one  half  of  Augiburg  a  laughing,  the 
other  a  raving.  He  who  fills  this  part  at  prefent,  is  an  exjefuit ;  who  is  of  one  the  beft 
comedians  of  the  kind  1  have  feen.  The  excellive  poverty  and  indolence  of  the  people, 
make  them  regardlefs  of  their  own  rights.  I'he  ariltocracy  would  not  be  fo  powerful 
if  the  people  had  more  underftanding  and  attachment  to  their  conflitution.  But  liber- 
ty is  no  dearer  to  them  than  the  chaftity  of  their  daughters,  whom  their  canons,  whofe 
incomes  are  about  200I.  per  annum,  purchafe  every  year  by  dozens. 

The  other  tenth  of  the  inhabitants  confifts  of  fome  patrician  families,  amongfl  whom 
there  are  fome  very  polite  people,  of  the  merchants,  artifts  and  clergy.  But  there  is  too 
much  idle  extravagance  amongft  even  the  mod  prudent,  and  too  manyjealoufies  about 
them  all  for  true  patriotifm  to  take  root  amongfl;  them.  This  town,  which  is  nine  miles 
and  a  half  in  circumference,  contains  hardly  thirty  thoufand  people*,  and  their  coUedive 
capital  fcarcely  exceeds  1,500,0001.  fo  that  their  yearly  decreafe  becomes  more 
and  more  apparent.  If  fome  fortunate  circumflances  do  not  arife,  another  century  will 
fee  them  reduced  to  abfolute  beggary. 

The  more  modern  part  of  this  town  is  truly  beautiful ;  and  the  fenate  houfe  is  one  of 
the  handfomefl  buildings  that  I  have  feen  in  all  my  travels.  One  would  believe,  that 
in  proportion  as  the  internal  refources  had  diminiflied,  the  magiflracy  had  become  more 
attentive  to  external  decoration.  But  it  is  as  with  the  falfe  bloom  on  a  courtezan's 
cheek,  it  may  beguile  the  palTing  ftranger,  but  whoever  fees  her  at  her  toilet  will  foon  ba 
undeceived.  A  fhort  time  fmce,  on  the  publication  of  an  order  for  the  water  fpouts, 
■which  ufed  to  fpout  the  water  upon  the  ftreets,  and  injure  the  pavement,  to  be  in  future 
carried  through  their  houfes,  a  company  of  merchants  entered  a  protefl:,  beginning  with 
thefe  words  :  "  The  Romans  were  not  arrived  at  the  pinnacle  of  their  greatnefs  when  the 
Appian  way  was  made."  I  know  not  whether  the  writer  of  the  remonflrance  was  in  jeft  j 
but,  as  the  common  proverb  fays,  "  that  every  comparifon  is  lame,"  this  is  fo  indeed. 

The  city  has  its  drinking  water  from  the  river  Lech,  which  runs  at  fome  diftance 
from  it.  The  aqueduds  which  convey  the  water  are  much  to  be  admired.  As  the  court 
of  Bavaria  has  it  in  its  power  to  cut  off  this  indifpenfible  neceffary  5  by  threatening  the 
town  with  doing  fo,  it  often  lays  it  under  contribution.  But  as  it  has,  befides  this,  other 
means  of  keeping  the  high  council  in  a  fl:ate  of  dependance,  to  fecure  itfeif  from  this 
opprellion,  the  city  feeks  the  emperor's  protection,  upon  whom  it  makes  itfeif  as  de- 
pendant on  the  other  fide,  fo  as  to  be  indeed  only  a  ball,  which  both  courts  play  with. 
The  emperor's  minifter  to  the  circle  of  Suabia,  generally  refides  here,  and  by  fo  doing 
fecures  to  his  court  a  perpetual  influence.  There  are  always  Auflirian  and  Pruflian  re- 
cruiting parties  quartered  here,  and  the  partiality  of  the  government  to  the  former  is  very 

*  Mr.  Nicholai  makes  them  34  or  35,000.  and  fays  there  are  28,oco  houfts, 
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remarkable.  lathe  war  of  1756,  the  citizens  were  divided  into  equal  parties  for  the 
two  courts.  The  catholics  conlidered  the  Emperor  as  their  god  ;  and  the  proteflants 
did  the  fame  by  the  King  of  Pruilia.  The  ilame  of  religion  had  almoft  kindled  a 
bloody  civil  war  amongft  them. 

The  bifliop  takes  his  name  from  this  town  ;  but  refidcs  at  Dlllingcn.  He  has  an 
income  of  about  20,000!.  per  annum.  As  a  proof  of  the  catholiclfm  of  this  place, 
the  pope,  throughout  his  whole  progrcfs,  met  no  where  with  fuch  honours  as  he  did 
here.     This  he  owed  to  his  friends  the-jefuits,  who  have  ilill  great  influence. 

LETTER  Vll. 

Ai/^shurgl 
OF  all  the  circles  of  the  empire,  Suabia  is  the  mofl  divided  ;  it  contains  four  eccle* 
fiaflic,  and  thirteen  lay  principalities,  nineteen  independent  prelacies  and  abbeys,  twenty 
fix-earldoms  and  lordfliips,  and  thirty-one  free  cities.  The  prime  directors  of  the  cir« 
cle,  as  they  are  termed,  are  the  Bifliop  of  Conllance,  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
which  lafl:  has  the  fole  diredion  of  all  that  relates  to  war. 

The  mixture  of  the  various  forts  of  government  and  religious  feels,  the  oppreffion  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  great  on  the  lefler,  the  game  conflantlv  played  by  the  emperor,  who' 
poffefles  many  pieces  of  detached  country  in  Suabia,  which  depend  noE  on  the  circle, 
and  can,  in  confequence  of  his  privileges  as  Archduke  of  Aultria,  extend  his  poflef- 
lions  in  it  by  various  ways,  are  circumftances  which  give  the  cultivation  of  the  country, 
and  the  charafter  of  the  inhabitants,  a  moil  extraordinary  call.  In  feveral  of  the  poll 
towns  where  you  flop,  you  fee  the  higheft  degree  of  cultivation  in  the  midR  of  the  mod 
fflvage  wildnel's,  a  great  degree  of  knowledge  and  polifli  of  manners,  mixed  with  the 
groilefl  ignorance  and  fuperflition  ;  traces  of  liberty,  under  the  deeped  oppreflion ; 
national  pride,  together  with  the  contempt  and  negleft  of  the  native  country  j  in  fliort, 
all  the  fecial  qualities'in  flriking  contrafl,  and  oppofition  to  each  other. 

Thofe  parts  of  Suabia  which  belong  to  the  greater  potentates,  fuch  as  Wirtemberg, 
Aullria,  and  Baden,  are  certainly  the  mod  improved.  The  whole  of  Suabia  may  com- 
prehend about  nine  hundred  fquare  miles,  and  two  miUions  of  people.  More  than 
half  of  thefe  are  fubjefts  of  the  three  above  mentioned  houfes,  though  they  do  not  own, 
by  a  great  deal,  one  half  the  land. 

If  the  fmall  German  lords  would  redrain  themfelves  within  due  bounds,  if  they 
would  not  appear  greater  than  they  really  are,  if  they  were  more  affedionate  to  their 
fubjefts,  if  they  were  not  infenfible  to  the  fofter  feelings  of  humanity,  and  fo  hodile  to 
the  mufes  and  graces,  the  very  fmallnefs  of  thefe  dates  might  conditute  their  happincfs. 
For  although  a  fmall  country  mud  neceflarily  part  with  fome  money  to  procure  what 
it  wants  from  abroad,  yet  if  the  governor  does  not  require  many  luxuries,  a  prudent 
oeconomy  and  management  will  keep  this  within  due  bounds.     Befides,  as  mod  of  the 
fovereigns  in  this  part  of  the  world  are  catholics,  and  the  rich  foundations  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood lay  open  to  their  younger  fons,  they  are  not  incumbered  with  the  care  of 
making  other  provifion  for  them.     Many  of  themfelves  too  belong  to  the  chuj'ch,  and 
their  preferments  there  might  prevent  their  laying  any  burthens  on  their  fubjefts.     But 
the  happinefs  of  their  people  is  never  the  dudy  of  thefe  gentlemen  ;  who,  from  the  want 
of  family  ties,  confider  themfelves  as  unconnefted  with  the  country,  and  think  their 
only  bufmefs  is  to  aft  like  generals  in  an  enemy's  land,   and  plunder  what  they  can. 
Were  it  not  for  this,  their  irxemption  from  fupporting  any  military  edablidiments,   the 
eafe  with   which  a  fmall  county  may  be  governed,  the  didance  from  the  poliiical  dif- 
traclions  of  the  greater  dates,  the  fecurity  that  the  other  powers  of  Germany  cannot 
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phy  the  great  conqueror  over  them,  and  many  other  circumftanccs,  might  be  improv- 
ed into  bleflings  on  thefe  fmall  focieties. 

The  courts  of  Stutgard  and  Carlfruhe  are  the  only  ones  I  have  met  with,  which 
Toenicd  to  have  any  fenie  of  the  duty  of  making  the  fubje^l  happy.  The  reft;  appear 
vain  enough  to  conceive  their  people  created  for  them,  not  themfelves  for  their  people. 
The  trcafurers  of  thefe  petty  lordg,  with  fome  of  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  make  a 
very  eflential  difference  between  the  interefts  of  the  court  and  thofe  of  the  people  ;  and 
though  the  fubjeft  is  under  no  apprehenfion,  as  I  have  faid,  of  grofs  tyranny,  yet  he 
is  by  no  means  fafe  from  having  his  pocket  picked  by  the  nicer  operations  of  finance. 

The  education  of  moft  of  thefe  lords  is  fo  thoroughly  neglected,  as  hardly  to  admit 
of  better  hopes.  It  is  almofl;  univerfally  in  the  hands  of  priefts.  Part  of  thefe  are 
monks,  whofe  knowledge  is  in  a  manner  all  wrapped  up  in  their  cowls,  and  part  are 
young  abbes,  who  are  jult  come  from  fchool,  and  only  feek  to  make  their  fortunes  by 
the  connexions  of  their  pupils.  The  monk  teaches  that  a  reverence  to  Saint  Francis, 
Benedift,  or  Ignatius,  a  regular  attendance  on  mafs,  the  telling  beads,  and  giving  alms. 
to  monalteries,  are  objefts  which  will  make  amends  for  many  tranfgreflions  of  another 
kind. 

LETTER  vnr. 

Munich. 

The  road  from  Augfburg  to  Munich,  lies  through  Dachau,  which  Is  two  miles  from 
Augfburg  and  Nymphenburg.  Great  part  of  the  country,  which  you  fee  on  this  road 
Is  entirely  uncultivated.  There  was  a  proje^l  to  bring  the  Memnonites  from  the  Pa- 
latinate to  cultivate  it,  but  failed,  becaufe  the  court  confeffor  exclaimed  againft  any  in- 
troduftion  of  dillcrent  religions.  Tlie  buildings  at  Nymphenburg  are  magnificent,  and 
deferve  to  be  viewed. 

The  caflle  of  Nymphenburg  was  began  In  1663,  by  the  Eleftrefs  Adelaide,  confort 
of  the  Eledor  Ferdinand  Maria  ;  but  much  has  been  added  to  it  by  the  fucceeding 
eleftors.  Many  things  are  worth  looking  at  in  the  palaoe  ;  and  the  gardens  are  the 
largefl  in  Germany  ;  but  what  is  moll  remarkable,  are  the  rooms  which  contain  the 
pifture  of  the  fixteen  miflreffes  of  the  Eledtor  Maximilian  Emanuel,  and  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Seventh.  The  public  exhibition  of  thefe  portraits  is  an  offence  to  public 
manners,  which  has  not,  perhaps,  its  like  in  Europe. 

In  the  gardens  there  is  a  cloyfter  of  nuns  of  Notre  Dame,  and  under  the  fame  roof, 
parted  only  by  a  wall,  an  hofpice  of  capuchin  friars.  This  cuftom  of  building  convents 
andcloyflers  near  each  other,  was  very  common  in  the  tenth  century. 

There  is,a  china  manufaiSlure  here,  but  it  feemsf^dlen  to  decay. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  a  pretty  hoftefs  ffepped  up,  looked  me  very  fufpicioufly- 
in  the  face,  and  put  feveral  queffions ;  which,  for  want  of  fufficient  fl-^iil  in  her  pro* 
vincial  dialecl,  I  could  anfwer  but  by  halves.  As  I  cannot  endure  to  be  much  quef- 
tioned  by  innkeepers,  I  defired  her,  Ibmewhat  roughly,  to  let  me  know,  without  any 
more  ceremony,  whether  I  could  lodge  and  board  in  her  houfe  for  fome  days  ?  With 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  i'ne.  at  laff  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  flie  had  taken  me  for 
a  Jew,  and  had  fworn  to  fome  faint  or  other  never  to  entertain  a  Jew.  I  was,  as  you 
may  i'uppofe,  near  leaving  the  houfe ;  an  explanation,  however,  took  place,  and  the 
next  day,  after  my  beard,  which  was  rather  of  the  longeft,  had  been  taken  off,  we 
were  fully  reconciled,  and  have  agreed  very  well  ever  fmce. 

In 
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In  my  way  hither,  I  ftole  fufficient  tune  to  remark,  that  the  aj^ricuhure  of  this  part 
of  the  country  is  not  in  fo  improved  a  flate  as  even  that  of  Suabia.  I  favv  feveral 
Suabian  villages,  which  deferved  the  appellation  of  towns  much  more  than  fonie  of  the 
miferable  holes  I  have  met  with  fmce  my  arrival  in  Bavaria.  There  are  fix  of  thefe 
about  Munich,  in  which  the  wide  fcattered  houfes  are  far  more  numerous  than  the  in- 
habitants. 

I  am  ftill  too  little  acquainted  with  this  court  and  country,  to  be  able  to  fay  any  thing 
confidently  about  either.  But  as  I  propofe  flopping  here  fome  time,  fhall  impart  to 
you,  in  due  order,  the  refult  of  my  enquiries.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  ^m  a  diligent 
frequenter  of  the  German  theatre,  I  feel  a  defire  to  entertain  you,  as  far  as  my  ability 
yet  goes,  with  a  flate  of  the  dramatic  part  of  German  literature. 

Xhofe  wht)  underftand  German,  perceive  even  at  Strafburg,  that  Germany  has,  for 
fome  years  palt,  been  ftruclc  with  a  rage  for  theatrical  exhibitions.  The  bookfellers' 
fliops  ai'e  from  time  to  time  over-run  with  new  plays  and  theatrical  almanacks ;  and 
■writings  of  the  dramatic  kind,  always  occupy  a  third  part  in  the  catalogues  of  new 
books.  Dramatic  poetry  is  certainly  thehighefl  fpecies  of  poetry,  as  hiflorical  painting 
is  the  highefl  fpecies  of  painting ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  more  ufeful  than  to  i-eprefent 
man  in  his  various  characters,  and  fituations,  with  truth  and  juftice.  But  fuch  men 
as  appear  at  prefent  in  moft  of  the  German  plays,  are  rarely  met  with  in  the  world  ; 
and  when  here  and  there  fuch  do  make  their  appearance,  the  police  of  the  place,  if 
there  is  any  police,  takes  the  charge  of  theni  upon  itfelf,  and  lodges  them  in  Bedlam, 
or  a  workhoufe. 

You  mufl  know,  my  dear  brother,  that  the  characters  moft  frequently  on  the 
German  ftage,  are  frantic  lovers,  parricides,  highwaymen,  miniflers,  miflreffes,  and 
men  of  fafliion,  with  their  pockets  full  of  daggers  and  poifon,  melancholy  and  raving 
men  of  all  forts,  and  incendiaries,  and  grave-diggers.  Perhaps  you  will  not  believe 
me,  but  I  could  name  to  you  above  twenty  pieces,  the  chief  characters  in  which  are 
mad,  and  where  the  poet  has  endeavoured  to  exiiibit  his  forte  in  the  difplay  of  folly, 
and  diftraflion  of  mind.  I  affure  you  too,  upon  my  honour,  that  that  part  of  the 
German  public  with  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  hitherto,  admire, 
and  moft  violently  applaud  thofe  fcenes  which  fliew  the  madman  in  his  wildeft  tranf- 
ports.  There  are  plays  in  which  the  chief  character  fucceflively  murders  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  people  ;  and  by  way  of  crowning  the  meritorious  deed,  plants  a  dagger  in 
his  own  breaft.  It  is  a  fad,  that  the  pieces  which  have  moft  madmen  and  murderers 
in  them,  meet  with  the  greateft  approbation ;  nay,  feveral  actors  and  actreffes  have 
complained  to  me  how  difficult  they  found  it  to  invent  new  ways  of  dying  on  the  ftage. 
It  mufl  be  difficult,  for  there  are  fcenes  in  which  the  principal  performers  muft  re- 
main for  half  an  hour  in  the  laft  agonies,  uttering  bi'oken  words,  and  under  continued  con- 
vulfions,  and  it  is  certainly  no  eafy  talk  to  fuftain  fuch  a  death  with  propriety.  I  have 
often  feen  no  lefs  than  five  people  at  once  dying  on  the  German  ftage,  one  ringing 
out  his  knell  with  his  feet,  another  with  his  arms,  a  third  with  his  belly,  and  a  fourth 
with  his  head,  whilft  the  pit  feemed  agonizing  with  joy,  efpecially  if  the  fport  lafted, 
and  clapped  every  convulfive  movement. 

The  next  in  rank  on  the  German  ftage  after  the  madmen  and  murderers,  are  drunk- 
ards, foldiers,  and  watchmen.  Thefe  characters  correfpond  too  much  with  the  na- 
tional humour  not  to  be  welcome  to  the  audience.  But  why  the  phhgmatic  Germans, 
who  are  troubled  with  lb  few  violent  paflions,  and  delight  fo  little  in  defperate  tranf- 
actions,  and  tragical  events,  fhould  take  fuch  pleafure  in  the  dagger  and  bowl,  is  not 
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af  firfl;  fo  eafily  accounted  for.     Let  us  fee  what  is  to  be  faid  for  the  audience  and  the 
poets. 

On  the  part  of  the  public  it  may  arife  from  ignorance  of  life  and  manners.  The 
different  elafles  of  people  do  not  mingle  fo  much  in  the  German  towns  as  they  do  in 
France.  To  every  thing  which  belongs  to  nobility,  or  which  has  the  name  of  nobility, 
or  is  in  any  way  attached  to  the  court,  the  German  in  middle  life  can  have  no  accefs. 
His  knowledge  of  life,  and  tafle  for  focia!  pleafures  is  much  more  confined  than  that  of 
our  people ;  nor  does  he,  like  the  inhabitants  of  a  moderately  large  French  town, 
enter  into  the  innumerable  incidents  and  accidents  of  common  life.  This  want  of 
intereft  in  ufual  virtues  and  vices,  this  infenfibility  to  the  little  events  of  ordinary  life, 
oblige  the  German  to  look  for  ftrong  emotions  and  caricatures  to  entertain  him  on 
the  ftage ;  whereas  the  Frenchman  is  contented  with  a  piece  of  a  much  finer  wrought 
plot,  and  willingly  fees  the  people  he  lives  and  is  acquainted  with,  reprefented  on  the 
ftage.  The  Saxon  dramas  are  not  fo  monftrous  and  extravagant  as  thofe  which  are  exhi- 
bited in  the  weftern  and  fouthern  parts  of  Germany,  becaufe  a  more  enlightened  moral- 
ity, and  a  freer  intercourfe  than  there  is  here,  obtains  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
confequently  the  pidure  of  a  fcene  in  common  life  is  more  ftriking  than  it  can  be 
here.  In  general  the  majority  in  this  part  of  the  country  confifts  more  of  7mb  than 
in  France,  and  the  mob,  you  know,  are  notorious  for  running  to  fee  an  execution  or 
a  funeral. 

On  the  part  of  the  poets,  the  extravagance  arlfes  from  a  variety  of  different  caufes. 
Mofl  of  the  prefent  writers  for  the  German  drama  are  as  ignorant  as  the  mob,  of  the 
fprings  which  adtuate  mankind.  Many  of  them  are  ftudents,  who  are  flill  at  fchool, 
or  juft  come  from  it,  and  have  chofen  play  writing  for  their  trade.  Thefe  perfons, 
who  have  never  feen  any  thing,  fit  in  their  chimney  corner,  and  enveloped  in  the 
fumes  of  their  tobacco,  invent  whatever  happens  to  come  uppermoft.  Their  crea- 
tures have,  confequently,  neither  beauty,  fhape,  grace,  or  proportion ;  but  are 
either  men  without  heads,  or  barbarians.  The  writers  of  this  clafs,  who  aim  at  no- 
thing but  getting  their  bread  by  gratifying  the  public,  write  tragedy,  becaufe  it  is  mofl 
eafy  ;  for,  independently  of  the  affiftance  which  may  be  derived  from  the  marvellous, 
it  is  always  eafier  to  write  a  good  tragedy  than  an  equally  good  comedy. 

Another  fet  of  writers  for  the  bulT^in,  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  away  by  the  tafle 
of  the  times.  A  few  years  ago  one  Goethe,  of  whofe  vi^orks  you  mufl  certainly  have 
feen  tranflations,  brought  out  a  piece,  which,  although  it  has  very  great  beauties  in 
it,  is,  upon  the  whole,  the  mofl  extravagant  that  ever  was  a£ted.  To  give  you  an 
idea  of  it,  I  need  not  fay  more  than  the  fubjecl  is,  the  peafant  war  under  the  Emperor 
Maximilian,  and  that  the  burning  of  villages,  firing  towns,  &c.  &c.  are  reprelented 
in  it  to  the  life.  This  piece,  which  is  called  Gots  of  Berlichingen,  with  the  inn 
hand,  has,  notwithflanding  the  great  outcry  for  it,  not  yet  been  exhibited  on  the 
ftage,  becaufe  the  infinite  changes  of  the  fcenery,  and  the  incredible  heap  of  machi- 
nery, and  decoration  neceffary,  are  too  expenfive,  and  would  make  the  performance 
too  long.  Goethe  is  undoubtedly  a  genius,  and  I  have  feen  other  pieces  of  his, 
which  fhew  that  he  can  draw  men  in  common  life,  and  walking  on  their  legs,  as  well 
thofe  who  ftand  on  their  heads.  His  Elvin  and  Elmire  is  an  exquifite  little  opera,  and 
there  is  much  merit,  though  with  fome  excrefcencies,  in  his  Clavigo,  a  tragedy  on  the 
fubje£t,  you  know,  of  Beaumarchais'  adventures  in  Spain.  Goethe,  however,  has 
had  too  many  imitators.  His  Gots  of  Berlichingen  was  a  kind  of  magic  wand,  which, 
with  a  fingle  ftroke,  produced  a  hundred  geniul'es  out  of  nothing.     Blind  to  the  real 
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beauties  of  the  original,  his  imitators  have  endeavoured  to  dlftinguifh  themfelves,  by 
copying  his  extravagancies.  As  in  Gots  of  Berlichingen  the  fcencry  is  frequently 
changed,  it  is  now  neceflary  for  the  poet  to  carry  the  fpcclator  through  every  part  of 
the  town.  Goethe  was  rather  lavifli  of  executions  in  h.'s  pieces  ;  and  now  there  are 
innumerable  hangmen  on  the  ftage.  Shakefpear,  whom  Goethe,  probably  from  whim, 
or'with  the  view  to  draw  the  attention  of  his  countrymen  to  that  great  poet,  propofed 
as  his  example  in  his  Gots,  became  inftantly  the  idol  of  the  German  dramatic  writers ; 
but  not  that  Shakefpear,  who,  like  Raphael,  paints  man  as  he  is,  under  every  cir- 
cumflance,  and  expreffes  every  movement  of  the  mufcles  and  nerves,  and  every  emo- 
tion of  the  paihons ;  but  he,  who,  for  want  of  fufficient  acquaintance  with  originals, 
and  due  education,  gives  him felf  up  to  his  own  wild  whims,  flies  over  ages  and  coun- 
tries, and  worlds,  and  in  the  purfuit  of  his  fluiStuatingobjefts,  does  not  trouble  himfelf 
about  either  unity  or  order.  An  hiltorical  painter  may  fail  in  what  is  called  la  compofi- 
tion  dugroupe,  or  harmony  of  the  piece,  and  feveral  other  things,  and  yet  merit  great 
praife  for  his  excellence  in  the  delineation  of  fingle  figures  ;  but  the  fcholar  who  copies 
thefe  faults,  is  truly  to  be  pitied. 

Rules,  it  is  true,  do  not  fetter  a  genius  ;  he  either  wears  them  like  wreaths  of 
flowers,  unconltrained,  eafily  and  gracefully ;  or,  when  he  does  not  know  the  value 
of  this  ornament,  and  will  come  forth  in  his  own  wildnefs,  makes  up  for  the  omiflion, 
by  the  vigour  with  which  he  lays  hold  of  his  objefl:.  But  fuch  untractable  geniufes 
are  very  fcarce,  and  not  the  proper  objefts  of  his  imitation.  England,  or  rather  we 
may  fay  all  Europe,  has  produced  but  one  Shakefpear  during  many  centuries.  The 
greateft  number  of  artifts  are  doomed  to  acquire  reputation  by  fludy,  and  rules  have 
been  made  to  regulate  that  fludy. 

This  ridiculous  tafle  of  defiring  to  excel  by  the  neglect  of  order  and  rules,  by  the 
afl'eftation  of  extravagance,  unnatural  events,  abominable  grimaces,  and  pitiful  dif- 
figurations,  has  fmce  this  time  infected  every  department  of  literature  and  the  arts. 
We  fee  crouds  of  young  pretenders  to  genius,  who,  in  their  difterent  walks,  in  mufic, 
painting,  and  other  parts  of  poetry,  think  to  acquire  fame  by  departing  from  the 
eitabliihed  rules,  and  giving  up  Iludy.  But  the  ancients  thought  otherwife  on  this 
fubject,  and  the  works  which  they  have  left  behind,  will  never  be  eclipfed  by  thefe 
weak  and  pretended  originals.  Virgil,  it  is  well  known,  compared  his  produftions  to 
the  unformed  cub  of  a  bear,  which  could  only  receive  its  proper  fliape  by  frequent 
licking ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  by  the  writings  of  Terence  and  Plautus,  that  they  were 
not  finiflied  over  a  pipe  of  tobacco.  You  know  that  Shakefpear  has  now,  for  fome 
time  palt,  had  his  partisans  amongfh  us ;  but  his  extravagance  will  not  fo  eafily  be 
adopted  for  a  rule;  and  though  Arnaud  has  opened  the  way  for  monflers  on  our  Itage, 
as  yet  they  appear  too  feldom  for  there  to  be  any  danger  of  our  feeing  our  old  friends 
and  acquaintance  in  common  life  baniflied  by  them. 

This  corrupt  tafte  has  produced  a  wonderful  revolution  in  the  German  language. 
"When  we  read  the  writings  of  Gefuer,  Wieland,  and  Leffing,  we  perceive  that  it  was 
improving  under  their  culture,  and  would  gradually  have  received  the  polifli  and  per- 
fection which  are  indifpenfably  neceflTary  to  make  it  claflical.  But  thefe  new  geniufes 
have  not  been  fatisfied  with  the  mutilation  of  fingle  words,  but  have  contracted  whole 
periods  in  the  fame  manner.  They  have  aboliflied  all  conjunftions  and  connectives  of 
every  kind.  In  many  of  the  more  modern  works,  the  fentences  are  all  feparate,  like 
the  feparate  cffata  of  an  oracle  j  nor  are  any  ftops  or  divifions  admitted,  except  full 
ftops,  and  !  !  !  and  ?  I  ?  and  —  —  — .     Befides,  every  writer  made  a  point  of  in- 
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venting  new  words  to  exprefs  his  new  ideas  ;  in  fliort,  you  would  burft  with  laughter 
if  you  were  to  read  Ibme "literary  pi-oductions  of  Germany,  which  pafs  with  many  for 
niafter-pieces. 

"When  I  fay  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  underflood  to  affirm,  that  there  are  no  perfons 
of  better  taffe  in  Germany  than  thofe  1  have  been  defcribing  ;  but  they  are  overtalked, 
bccaufe  they  are  the  fmallefl:  number,  and  .attempt  only  to  convince  by  moderation 
and  reafon,  whiHt  the  others  ftun  them  with  noife.  It  was  but  yefterday  that  I  faw  a 
new  piece,  entitled  '  Quick  before  any  one  knows  it,'  which  was  remarkable  for  the 
fimplicity  of  the  fable,  the  truth  of  the  characters,  and  the  chaftenefs  of  its  dialogue ; 
and  1  have  feen  other  comedies  and  tragedies  equally  good  ;  but  the  pit  mull  have  mad- 
nefs,  and  murder,  and  trumpets,  and  thunder,  and  the  actors  only  interpofe  fuch  a 
pierce,  in  order  to  have  time  to  recover  their  breath,  and  recruit  for  frefn  raptures  of 
infanity. 

This  is  the  fixth  company  of  comedians  I  have  feen  in  Germany,  You  will  wonder 
perhaps  at  fo  many  in  fo  fmall  a  traft  ;  but  ^-ou  muft  know ,  that  for  feveral  years  pall, 
innumerable  fmall  flroliing  companies  patrole  Germany  as  they  do  in  Spain  and  Eng- 
land :  ihey  ered  their  ftages  in  the  barns,  or  in  the  cow-houfes  of  villages,  or  market 
towns,  and  borrow  the  mayor's  night-gown  and  flippers,  to  play  Julius  Cccfar  in  his 
toga,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing  to  them,  to  reprefent  a  fultan.  I  faw  four  of  thefe 
companies  in  Suabia.  They  are  made  up  chiefly  of  vagabond  ftudents,  and  idle,  dif- 
folute  mechanics,  who  are  alternately  actors  and  foldiers,  fometimes  in  the  work-houfe, 
and  fometimes  in  the  hofpital.  The  company  which  is  here  at  prefent  is  of  a  fuperior 
kind.  All  the  members  of  it  are  in  the  pay  of  the  court,  which  receives  the  entrance 
money.  They  arc  almofl;  all  elegant,  well-bred  people,  and  went  flu-  beyond  my  es« 
peclations  in  their  performance.  I  do  not  know  above  three  or  four  theatres  in  France 
which  are  preferable  to  this.  The  aftors  enjoy  the  fociety  of  the  firft  people  of  the 
court,  and  have  opportunities  of  polifliing  tlieir  manners.  How  ridiculous  it  is,  thai: 
the  prefent  etiquette  of  Germany  fliould  refufe  this  advantage  to  the  poet,  who  has  as 
much  to  gain  by  it  as  the  comedian. 

This  company  is  under  the  diredlion  of  Mr,  Marchand,  of  whom  I  had  heard  a 
great  deal  at  Straiburg,  where  he  played  for  feveral  years  before  he  had  any  regular 
-engagement.  He  is  now  at  Manheim,  v/here  he  is  engaged  at  a  large  falary  as  ma- 
nager of  the  court  theatre.  I  was  extremely  happy  in  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
him.  He  is  a  man  of  the  world,  very  lively  and  intelligent,  and  has  contrived  to  make. 
a  capital  of  4000I.  by  his  performances  in  the  cities  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  This  gen- 
tleman told  me  how  much  pains  he  had  taken,  when  he  came  to  the  management,  to 
fet  his  company  on  a  different  footing  from  mod  of  German  companies  of  comediana 
at  that  time.  He  employed  only  regular  bred  men,  paid  them  with  great  punduality, 
'  and  as  regularly  difchargcd  them,  when  they  were  guilty  of  any  irregularity.  By  thefo 
means,  be  and  his  company  obtained  the  refpeS  of  the  public,  who  at  firft  confidered 
players  as  difreputable  perfons.  For  a  long  time  Mr.  Marchand.  guided  the  public 
tafte.  He  exhibited  only  tranllations  of  the  mod  fele*^  French  and  Engiifh  pieces,  and 
the  very  bed  originals  of  his  own  co'.mtry,  with  a  mixture  of  fome  of  our  operas, 
which,  excepting  at  Paris,  were  no  better  performed  than  by  his  company.— Sudden- 
ly,  h6wever,  the  rage  for  tragedy  and  monlfers  prevailed ;  after  long  flrug'gling  againll 
it,  he  was  at  lad  obliged  to  yield  to  the  ftrcam.  As  the  lungs  of  lils  aftors  were  only 
accuftomed  to  the  ordinary  tones  of  fpeech,  and  could  not  go  throtigh  the  flrong  con* 
vulfive  movements  of  the  new  fchool,  he  was  obliged,  on  his  arrival  at  Munich,  to 
procure  a  new  fet  accuftoraed  to  howUngs,  laying  dead,  &c.  &c.     It  is  probabloj  how- 
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ever,  that  the  prefent  rage  is  only  a  temporary  paroxyfin  of  the  ftage  fever,  which  will 
in  time  give  Vv'ay  to  better  talle  and  founder  judgment.     Farewell. 

LETTER  IX. 

Mtmich, 
YOU  require  too  much  of  me ;  though  I  very  well  conceive  that  you  mud  natu- 
rally wifli  to  have  a  particular  knowledge  of  this  court  and  country;  for,  independent- 
ly of  our  former  connexion  with  Bavaria,  the  Palatinate  is  the  mofl:  povverfiil  ftate  in 
Germany,  next  to  Auftria  and  Brandenburg,  or  at  leafl  from  its  internal  refources 
Ihould  be  fo';  and  btfides,  the  geographical  fituation  of  the  country  will  always  make 
its  mafler  of  confequence  to  whatever  fide  he  joins,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  France 
and  the  Emperor.  I  will  therefore  do  what  I  can  ;  but  I  fhall  Hay  here  too  fhort  a 
time  to  give  you  entire  fatisfaclion.  I'he  defcription  of  Munich  by  Profeflbr  Wellen- 
rieden,  though  not  void  of  faults,  is  one  of  the  few  works  of  this  kind  calculated  to 
give  fatisfaclion.  Every  traveller  fhould  have  it.  The  beft  hiftory  of  Munich  is  that 
by  Mr.  Bergman,  in  one  volume  folio.  There  is  alfo  an  Italian  traO:  on  the  fubjeft, 
by  Bianconi ;  but  it  does  not  contain  much. 

This  court  is  at  prefent  fo  enveloped  in  a  thick  and  motley-coloured  crowd  of  mi- 
nillers,  counfellors,  intendants,  and  commandrrs,  that  one  cannot  well  get  at,  nor 
even  fee  it ;  nor  have  I  yet  been  able  to  make  any  particular  acquaintance  with  our 
ir.inifter  here,  who  undoubtedly  knows  how  things  are.  I  Ihall  therefore  defcribe  the 
court  to  you,  partly  from  the  infoi-mation  of  fome  of  its  dependants,  and  partly  from 
a  few  of  my  own  obfervations,  which  have  hitherto  been  made  from  a  didance. — As 
far  as  the  court  is  conneded  with  the  country,  its  charafter  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the 
laws  and  regulations  ilfued  from  time  to  time. 

The  elector  is  one  of  the  beft  tempered  men  in  the  world.  He  is  of  a  mild,  focial, 
lively  difpofition,  not  at  all  diftruftful  or  fufpicious,  and  fo  little  inclined  to  feverity, 
that,  upon  a  reformation  having  become  neceffary  in  his  court  at  Munich,  he  appoint- 
ed the  Count  Goldftein,  his  prime  minifter  at  DufTeldorf,  to  carry  on  the  requifite  mea- 
fures  with  vigour,  and  went  himfelf  to  Italy,  that  the  reform  might  not  be  retarded  by 
the  prayers  and  iblicitations  of  thofe  difcharged  from  office,  which  he  was  diffident  of 
being  able  to  withftand.  A  difagreeable  marriage,  contradted  in  his  youth,  led  him 
into  irregularities.  The  children  he  has  had  in  confequence,  he  has  raifed,  at  a  very 
heavy  expence,  to  be  counts  of  the  empire.  In  his  more  advanced  life,  the  gentlenefs 
of  his  fpirit,  and  the  recolleclion  of  his  former  errors,  have  opened  the  way  for  piety 
into  his  heart ;  which  of  itfelf  would  be  a  bleffing  to  the  country,  were  it  not,  that  it 
gives  the  priefthood  more  influence  than  it  fl^ould  have. 

As  to  his  learning,  he  is  reported  able  in  feveral  fciences,  particularly  in  mathema- 
tics, and  fpeaks  French,  Italian,  and  Englilh.  But  the  fine  arts  are  his /w7(?,  and  he 
has  facrinced  liberally  to  them.  His  orcheftra  and  opera  are  the  beft  in  Europe,  next 
to  thofe  of  Naples  and  Turin  ;  and  his  magnificent  colleftion  of  prints,  antiques,  and 
other  things,  are  perpetual  monuments  of  his  friendfhip  for  the  mufes. 

I  have  heard  that  an  Englifli  gentleman  at  Manheim  paid  him  the  compliment  to  fay, 
that  '  He  deferved  to  be  a  private  gentleman.'  Certainly  this  is  the  moft  favourable 
thing  which  can  be  faid  of  this  prince,  who  is  entirely  deftitute  of  that  ftrength  of 
chara£ter  and  refolution,  which  are  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  govern  fo  ferocious  a 
people  as  the  Bavarians.  As  he  is  wanting  in  knowledge  of  mankind,  he  thinks 
favourably  of  all  thofe  who  are  about  him,  and  this  fubjedts  him  to  conflant  deception. 

3  When 
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When  I  take  my  eyes  off  this  great  perfonage  hinifelf,  to  look  round  for  the  perfon 
of  next  confequence,  and  who  has  the  greateft  influence,  I  feel  myfelf  in  the  dark,  and 
know  not  whom  to  flvnnble  on.  There  is  a  lord  high  fteward,  a  lord  treafurer,  a 
chancellor,  a  parcel  of  privy  counfclloi-s,  a  father  confeilbr,  and  fome  women,  who 
have  divided  the  court  interefl;  amongft  them,  and  mutually  guaranteed  each  other's 
fhare.  He  who  could  fee  things  as  they  are,  and  would  trace  every  intrigue  back  to 
its  origin,  would  find  the  firft  movers  of  the  machine  in  a  monk's  cowl  or  a  petti- 
coat. 

Of  the  mifchiefs  which  may  be  done  by  priefls  and  women,  when  they  gain  the  af- 
cendancy,  we  have  had  fufficient  examples  in  our  own  court.  But  thefe  fell  far  {hort 
of  the  evils  which  are  occafioned  by  them  here,  notwithftanding  that  the  fpoils  of 
whole  provinces  have  been  expended  on  the  capricious  defircs  of  a  midrefs ;  a  cafe 
which  happened  in  France.  The  reafon  of  this  difference  is,  that  we  are  not  without 
firm  patriots,  who  oppofe  adminiltrations,  and  often  reform  what  others  have  corrupt- 
ed. But  it  is  lofl;  labour. to  look  for  a  patriot  at  this  court ;  or  if  you  find  one,  his  pa- 
triotifm  confines  itfelf  to  filent  unavailing  murmurs. 

Of  the  general  maxims,  or  leading  principles  of  the  people  of  this  court,  I  can  fay 
but  liltle  to  you.  Immediate  felf-interefl:  is  apparently  the  purfuit  of  every  one ;  or 
if  they  do  profefs  any  principles,  they  are  certainly  the  moil  pliant  and  verfatiie  in  the 
world.  Indeed  if  we  may  judge  by  the  way  of  thinking  of  inferiors,  of  the  fentiments 
of  their  fuperiors,  many  of  the  principal  people  of  this  court  have  adopted  the  nioft 
execrable  theory  in  politics :  for  inftance,  that  religion  ferves  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  the  crowd  of  mankind  flaves  to  them  ; — that  a  courtier  mult  put  on  the  ex- 
ternals of  religion,  but  leave  the  praftice  to  the  vulgar ; — that  men  are  by  nature 
wicked,  fedilious,  turbulent,  and  only  to  be  governed  by  being  kept  in  perpetual  fer- 
vitude,  and  not  permitted  to  ufe  their  faculties ; — finally,  that  too  much  knowledge  is 
dangerous,  and  that  the  great  hold  their  rights  over  the  people  immediately  from  God, 
are  no  ways  accountable  for  their  conduft,  nor  under  any  obligation  to  their  fubje£l:s. 
Wretched  and  miferable  fentiments !  originally  propagated  by  thofe  who  do  not  un- 
derfland  Machiavel's  prince,  or  who  do  not  confider  what  he  has  advanced  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  qucftion  in  his  difcourfes  on  I.ivy. 

You  will  fee  by  this  fketch,  that  this  court  is  not  at  all  more  advanced  than  thofe  of 
Spain  and  Portugal.  The  prince,  though  fincerely  inclined,  can  do  nothing  for  the 
real  welfare  of  his  people;  for  the  channels  by  which  he  fhould  communicate  with 
them  are  flopped  up.  Under  the  laft  government  the  minifler  fold  offices  publicly,  and 
now  they  are  given  away  at  the  gaming  table.  There  are  numerous  examples  of  peo- 
ple who  have  not  been  able  to  procure  promotion,  otherwife  than  by  lofing  certain 
fums  of  money  to  certain  ladies.  Every  thing  here  is  venal.  A  few  years  ago,  a 
certain  minifter  of  this  court  would  have  fold  half  Bavaria  to  the  Koufe  of  Auflria,  if 
the  Praffian  and  Ruffian  courts,  and  the  minifter  of  the  court  of  Dcux-Ponts,  had  nor 
prevented  the  purchafe.  In  every  project  propofed,  a  fmall  part  only  is  intended  for 
any  good  purpofe ;  the  greater  part  has  the  intereft  of  the  projector  in  view. 

How  indeed  is  it  poffible  that  a  court,  in  which  the  highefl  places  are  to  be  obtained 
by  high  birth  merely,  or  family  connections,  by  money,  or  the  interefl  of  women  and 
priefls,  fliould  have  thofe  fundamental  rules,  or  have  that  political  conflitution,  which 
is  neceffary  for  the  people's  happinefs  ?  The  prince's  love  of  fhew,  is  as  remarkable  as 
his  goodnefs  of  heart ;  and  both  together  induce  him  to  think,  that  he  is  obliged  to 
fupport  an  idle  and  ufelefs  nobility.     Hence  whilfl  other  governments  are  ufing  every 

E   2.  effort 
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effort  to  cut  off  and  reduce  the  exorbitant  privileges  of  this  clafs  of  men,  and  to  rate 
them  only  according  to  their  real  fervices,  this  court  confiders  it  as  its  duty  to  pamper 
and  feed  them,  in  holy  idlenefs,  like  the  frogs  of  Latona,  or  the  geefe  of  the  capitol, 
at  the  expence  of  the  Hate.  AVculd  you  think  that  there  is,  at  this  very  time,  a  pro- 
ject on  foot  for  inftituting  a  new  province  of  Knights  of  Malta  in  Bavaria,  which  will 
cod  millions  ?  It  is  not  merit,  but  nobility  only,  which  will  have  any  claim  to  this  rich 
foundation.  "Whether  the  Chriftian  purpofe  of  perfecuting  the  Saracens,  or  rather  a 
particular  predilection  for  this  order  has  engaged  the  eledtor  in  it,  I  cannot  tell ;  but 
thus  far  is  certain,  that  the  furas  fpent  by  the  knights  during  their  noviciate  i-.t  fea  (or 
rather  at  the  gaming-table  and  revelling  in  the  illand  of  Malta)  could  be  fpent  at 
home  more  profitably  for  their  native  country.  But  the  lefs  advantage  the  ftate  has  to 
expeift  from  this  new  inditution,  the  more  certainly  it  will  be  concluded  on.  The  only 
thing  that  can  flop  it,  is  the  confideration  of  where  the  funds  for  this  purpofe  are  to 
be  had.  In  the  mean  time,  I  could  mention  to  you  the  names  of  a  hundred  placemen 
to  be  found  in  the  Court  Calendar,  whofe  duty  I  defy  any  man  on  earth  to  find  out. 
Be  it  fufficient  as  a  fpecimen  to  tell  you,  that  this  court  keeps  a  Great  Admiral  for  two 
or  three  fliips  on  the  Rhine. 

Every  thing  here  is  calculated  for  fiiew.  The  army  confifts  of  about  thirty  regi- 
ments, in  which,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  defign  of  completiHg  them,  there  are  not 
eighteen  thoufand  men.  One  fourth  part  at  leaft  are  officers,  amonglt  whom  there- 
are  feveral  general  field-marflials.  The  titles  and  embroidered  clothes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants by  no  means  fecure  a  ftranger  from  their  begging  from  him.  Yefterday  I  went 
to  fee  the  handfome  Jefuit  church,  where,  that  I  might  not  appear  an  idle  fpedtator^ 
I  knelt  down  by  feme  people  in  a  pew ;  immediately  a  man,  whom  I  had  imagined 
from  his  drefs  to  be  a  perfon  of  confequence,  moved  nearer  to  me,  prefented  me  with 
a  pinch  of  fnuff,  and  after  fome  remarks  on  the  beauty  of  the  building,  entered  circum- 
ftantiallv  into  a  complaint  of  his  iieceffities,  and  requefted  charity  of  me.  The  fams 
thing  had  already  happened  to  me  in  another  church,  where  the  beggar  was  a  very 
well  drefled  woman.  The  police,  which  is  fo  attentive  to  light,  and  keep  the  town 
clean,  is  in  a  manner  obliged  to  permit  thieves  and  pick-pockets  to  beg  at  the  gates  of 
the  town,  as  it  knows  net  how  to  find  them  employment  or  bread. 

This  deficiency  in  true  and  fixed  principles  of  government,  this  love  of  fhew,  this 
tonfufion  of  employment,  from  the  too  great  number  of  ufelefs,  unpatriotic,  idle  de^ 
pendants,  occafion  hourly  contradictions  in  the  internal  politics.  Some  little  time  fince 
the  minifter,  who  had  perhaps  read  Beccaria  when  he  was  half  afleep,  or  had  heard  that 
capital  punifliments  and  the  torture  were  abolifhed  in  Pruffia,  Rufiia,  and  Auflria,  af- 
"feCted  the  fame  fpirit  of  phiiofophy.  However,  it  foon  appeared  to  be  but  an  afiectation, 
for  the  thieves,  murderers,  and  highwaymen,  became  foon  fo  numerous,  that  an  edift 
quickly  appeared,  which  expofed  in  the  mofl  glaring  manner,  the  total  incapacity  of  the 
court.  This  edi£t  ftated  that,  "  however  mild  the  prince  was  in  his  difpofition,  and  how- 
ever firmly  refolved  he  had  been  to  imitate  the  example  of  other  powers,  by  introducing 
humane  laws,  he  found  himfelf  notwithftanding  conftrained  to  fuffer  the  old  punifliments 
of  hanging,  breaking  on  the  wheel,  impaling,  burning,  and  torturing  to  go  forward  as 
prefcribed  by  the  Caroline  code."  Strange  confeflion  !  But  why  has  not  the  mildnefs 
of  the  penal  lav,s  in  Pruffia,  Ruffia,  and  Auflria,  been  attended  with  the  fame  confe- 
quences  which  overfet  the  new  fyflem  in  Bavaria  ?  From  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe 
thefe  powers  have  a  firm,  well  concerted,  and  connected  fyflem  of  government,  which 
this  court  only  copied  in  appearance,  whilft  her  real  conduct  and  adminiflration  was 
lo  totally 
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totally  dillbnant  to  this  philofophy.  There  were  no  priins  taken  to  correfl  the  people  of 
their  inclination  to  theft  and  robbery,  by  good  education,  improved  morals,  and  en- 
couragement to  induftry.  But  furely  the  fix  millions  which  are  to  be  thrown  away  on 
the  new  Malta  bufinefs,  might  have  been  much  better  employed  in  the  erection  of 
fchcols,  and  houfes  of  induftry,  for  the  purpofc  of  faving  and  reforming  fo  many  thou- 
fands  of  men.  And  are  not  the  fumptuous  opei-a  houfes,  the  expenfive  colle£lions  of 
curiofities,  the  palaces,  gardens,  and  innumerable  fwarms  of  glittering  fervants,  a 
reproach  to  the  court  ?  and  do  they  not  fliew  that  the  property  of  the  fubjcfts  is  in  bad 
hands  ? 

The  ecclefiaftics  of  this  place  are  much  divided  at  prefent.  The  fame  parties  obtain 
here,  which,  by  their  heat  and  virulence  to  each  other,  drew  fo  much  notice  in  France. 
The  ex-jefuits,  with  their  adherents,  are  fupported  by  the  eleftor's  confelfor,  who  is 
one  of  their  number  ;  and  at  the  head  of  the  BenediiStines  are  fome  very  rich  prelates, 
who  make  their  way  into  the  cabinet  with  gold,  by  means  of  mercenary  fervants,  and 
ladies  of  the  court.  Some  of  them,  if  I  am  not  midaken,  are  members  of  the  eftates  of 
the  country  ;  but  this  gives  them  but  little  weight  with  a  prince  fo  jealous  of  his  au- 
thority, that  he  has  hitherto  delayed  taking  the  prefcribed  oaths  in  the  alfemblies  of  the 
ftatcs.  However  it  is  believed  that  they  will  get  the  better  of  the  jefuits,  as  gold  is  all 
powerful  here.  What  the  country  will  gain  or  lofe  by  this  I  know  not.  I'he  Bene- 
didines  are  like  other  monks,  though  not  io  opinionated  and  implacable  as  their  enemies  ' 
the  jefuits. 

The  intolerance  of  the  jefuits,  who  have  now  for  a  long  time  governed  the  eleflor, 
has  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  Palatinate.  The  proteftants  make  at  leail  one  half  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  have  many  treaties  of  peace,  and  public  ftipulations 
granted  for  their  fecurity.  In  every  ftate  they  make  the  befl  of  citizens ;  as  their  re- 
ligious doftrines  are  confonant  to  the  founded  politics,  and  their  prieithood  is  never  at 
variance  with  the  civil  power.  Notwithftanding  this,  they  are  expofed  to  every  fpecies 
of  opprefiion,  and  the  court  feems  to  make  a  merit  of  rooting  out  this  moll  valuable 
part  of  its  fubjects ;  whom,  being  blinded  by  the  faife  arguments  of  the  priefts,  it  con- 
fiders  as  weeds  in  the  Rate  garden.  The  hypocrites  difguife  their  perfccuting  fpirit  under 
ti'ie  appearance  of  political  zeal,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  the  prince,  that  unity  of  re- 
ligion is  as  eflential  to  every  ftate,  as  unity  of  fovereignty.  In  a  proclamation  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  a  fmall,  but  very  elegant  poem  againft  intolerance,  I  met  with  thefe  words: 
"  The  authoF  is  defirous  of  introducing  into  catholic  Bavaria,  a  mixture  of  religions 
very  dangerous  to  the  ftate."  But  let  the  court  contemplate,  or  rather  I  fhould  fay, 
would  it  had  eyes  to  fee  how  many  falutary  confequences  this  mixture  of  religions  has 
had  in  Holland,  and  how  great  the  difference  is  between  catholic  Bavaria,  and  i!ae  coun- 
try in  which  there  are  about  thirty  different  feels. 

It  was  the  fame  affedation  of  political  zeal,  that  made  the  jefuits  in  France  ufe  fuch 
ftrong  efforts  to  get  the  edi£t  of  Nantes  revoked.  They  accuilomed  Lewis  XiV.  from 
his  childhood  to  confider  the  reformed  church  as  the  fecret  enemy  of  the  crown  and  the 
ftate,  and  falfely  charged  on  its  peaceable  fubjeds  that  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  they 
themfelves  alone  pofft;fled.  Our  court  has  now  difcovered  that  the  jefuits  were  greater 
enemies  to  France  than  the  reformed  church;  but  at  a  time  when  we  fo  loudly  proclaim 
our  errors,  when  the  reformed  church  hopes  to  recover  its  loft  freedom  of  religion, 
when  a  Necker  in  office  proves  to  all  mankind  how  much  jefuitifm  is  abhorrtd ;  here 
they  continue  to  exclude  Proteftants  from  even  the  loweft  offices  in  the  ftate,  and  ufe 
every  artifice  to  opprefs  them. 

Nature 
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Nature  alwa-  s  rcvenQ;es  her  injured  rights.  The  perfecuted  heretics  leave  the  Pa!a- 
tmate  to  cultivate  the  North  American  defert,  and  the  greater  part  of  Bavaria  remains  a 
dcfert. 

LETTER  X. 

Munich. 

A  FEW  days  ago  I  had  a  very  long  and  agreeable  converfation  with  one  of  the  few 
enlightened  patriots,  who  here  mourn  in  fecret  the  fate  of  their  country.  We  happened 
to  fpeak  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  and  the  well  known  Bavarian  war.  I  was  obliged 
to  allow  that  our  miniHers  of  that  time  had  behaved  very  ihamefully  to  this  court,  and 
that  the  war  would  have  turned  out  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Bavaria,  ir  we  had  dealt 
more  honourably  by  it.  My  friend  was  loud  in  his  lamentations,  and  repeatedly  men- 
tioned how  our  army  had  flood  by  and  feen  the  Bavarian  troops  attacked  without  llirring 
a  man  to  their  afliltance  ;  how  the  fubfidy  money  was  not  paid  ;  how  our  minifter,  by 
dint  of  great  promifes,  which  were  never  performed,  prolonged  the  war  to  the  ruin  of 
Bavaria  ;  with  what  violence  our  commanders  had  behaved  on  Bavarian  ground,  and  fo 
forth.  All  this  I  was  forced  to  acknowledge ;  for  I  recoUeded  what  the  Pruilian  mi- 
nifter  at  this  court  had  laid  to  ours,  when  tfie  latter  would  have  exculpated  himfelf,  by- 
faying  that  his  maflers  were  fools.  "  Das  find  Keine  Du?nin  Kopfe  ;  das  find Jhur  ken  {ce 
ne  font  pas  des  fots  ;  ce  font  dcs  Coqulnsf"  With  this  converfation  on  my  mind,  I  could 
make  no  reply  direfl:  ;  but  I  had  likewife  heard  from  fome  of  our  old  officers,  who  had 
ferved  in  the  war,  and  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  this  court,  that 
its  minillers  were  flill  greater  fools  and  rogues  than  ours  ;  that  the  emperor  himfelf  was 
more  taken  up  with  his  rofary,  his  hounds,  his  priefls,  and  miftrefles,  (by  whom  he  left 
about  forty  children,)  than  with  the  concerns  of  the  country;  that  his  fervants  were 
more  fcudious  to  gratify  his  humours  and  pafTions,  than  to  promote  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion. A  flriking  evidence  of  this  was  given  by  a  certain  count,  who  procured  his  own 
niece  for  him,  and  by  the  influence  he  thus  gained  over  him,  fruflrated  every  good 
counfel  of  the  true  friends  to  the  emperor.  I  knew  alio  that  our  minifler  coidd  not 
find  a  fingle  man  here  fufficiently  acquainted  with  public  bufmefs  to  be  employed  in 
ne'TOtlations  :  that  the  fubfidy  money,  which  at  firft  was  regularly  fent  from  Verfailles, 
was  expended  in  ufelefs  purpofes  :  that  the  ftipulated  number  of  Bavarian  troops 
was  not  completed,  and  that  half  the  money  was  pocketed  by  the  officers  and  pay- 
mafters.  I  knew  that  the  emperor,  notwithftanding  his  embarrafled  circumftances, 
could  not  bring  himfelf  to  demand  contributions  from  the  rich  cloyfters,  much  lefs  by 
crufliing  them,  and  taking  pofleffion  of  fome  neighbouring  church  principalities,  to  re- 
cruit the  Rate  of  his  finances,  and  give  more  fecurity  to  his  tottering  throne  *. 

Upon  this  flatement  of  the  cafe,  my  good  friend  was  obliged  to  allow,  that  if  things 
did  not  turn  out  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  the  greateft  part  of  the  blame  was  owing  to 
Bavaria. 

Since  that  time  the  court  has  been  under  the  influence  of  a  dfemon  with  a  capuchin, 

which  has  perplexed  its  politics,  robbed  its  treafury,  and  put  fools  and  traitors  at  the 

head  of  its  affairs.     Whilft  fome  of  the  lefler  potentates  of  Germany  have  been  able  to 

i-aife  themfelves  to  a  mofl  refpedable  greatnefs,  notwithftanding  the  almoft  infuperable 

^bilacles  tTiey  have  had  to  ft ruggle  with,  this  old  and  mighty  houfe  has  been  forced  to 

*  In  the  laft  of  wliich  he  certaioly  afted  juftly. 

behcJd 
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behold  the  wide  boundaries  of  its  poflefTions  inceffantly  contracting,  notwitiiftanding  the 
various  favourable  circumftances  that  have  concurred  to  elevate  it,  if  it  would  have  lil- 
tened  to  the  diclates  of  found  policy.  When  the  eleftor  palatine  was  choien  King  of 
Bohemia,  who  would  have  thought  that  his  own  coufin,  the  Uuke  of  Bavaria,  would 
have  been  the  perfon  to  diftrefs  him  nioff,  and  to  incrcafe  the  already  dangerous  power 
of  Auftria,  at  the  expence  of  his  own  family?  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  Bohemia  would 
have  been  now  under  the  fame  government  as  Bavaria  and  the  Palatinate,  and  the  pre- 
fent  elector,  a  great  king.  At  the  peace  of  Weltphalia,  the  members  of  the  proteliant 
league  indemnilied  themfelves  for  the  heavy  expences  of  the  Swedifli  w;ir,  by  putting 
thcmfelves  in  pofleffion  of  the  neighbouring  church  principalities ;  but  Bavaria,  which 
had  fought  to  the  lall  drop  of  blood  for  the  Pope  and  the  Houfe  of  Aultria,  thought 
itfelf  abundantly  paid  with  the  Elettorate  and  the  Upper  Palatinate,  (which  it  could  only 
obtain  by  the  failure  of  another  branch  of  its  own  family,)  and  let  flip  the  befl:  opportu- 
nity of  pollefTrng  itfelf  of  the  bifhoprick  of  Saltzburg,  with  which  it  has  fo  much  wrang- 
ling at  prefent,  the  bifhoprick  of  Friefingen,  which  lies  in  its  very  bofom,  and  many  other 
adjacent  biihopricks ;  fo  conftantly  has  it  flrove  againll  its  own  proper  interefls,  from 
the  impreflion  of  falfe  religious  tenets  *. 

Thefe  wars,  which  we  may  fay  it  has  waged  againfl  itfelf;  that  on  account  of  the 
Spanifh  fuccefTion ;  and  laflly,  that  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  have  given  great  wounds 
to  this  Houfe,  wounds  which,  however,  it  might  have  cured,  had  not  religious  preju^, 
dices  and  caprice  rendered  it  blind,  and  infenfible  to  its  own  internal  fituation.  But 
now  they  rankle,  and  prefent  an  obferver  with  the  difgufting  fpectacle  of  a  deeply  con- 
fumptive  body  pohtic. 

It  was  thought  that  the  lad  eledor  had  paid  the  greateft  part  of  the  national  debts ; 
but  on  the  accelTion  of  the  prefent  prince,  thefe  expecliations  were  found  very  erroneous. 
Some  indeed  of  the  oldeft  incumbrances  have  been  paid  off;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
feveral  new  loans  have  been  made.  This  eleclor  was,  indeed,  quite  unequal  to  the 
management  of  his  own  finances,  which  he  left  entirely  to  the  difpofal  of  his  fer- 
vants,  contenting  himfelf  if  his  expenfive  hunting  matches  could  be  defrayed  ;  and  the 
prefent  court  feems  to  be  as  little  inclined  to  limit  the  enormous  expence  of  the  opera- 
houfe,  for  the  fake  of  paying  its  debts,  which  may  now  amount  to  near  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  florins,  or  250,000!. 

As  I  ffroUed  through  the  country,  I  (huddered  at  the  fight  of  the  ravages  which  war 
had  made.  There  is  no  town  of  any  importance  in  all  Bavaria,  except  the  capital.  You 
would  never  imagine  what  pitiful  little  holes,  Landfberg,  Wafferbing,  Landfnut,  and 
many  other  places,  which  make  a  great  figure  on  the  map,  are.  To  all  appearance 
neither  Ingoldlladt,  nor  Straubingen,  nor  any  of  the  greater  towns,  except  Munich, 
contain  above  four  thoufand  fouls.  Nor  are  there  more  than  forty  of  thefe  towns  ; 
whereas  Saxony,  which  is  no  larger  than  Bavaria,  contains  above  two  hundred  and 
twenty,  if  the  accounts  in  print  are  to  be  depended  upon.  But  indeed  the  want  of  po- 
pulation in  thefe  parts  is  very  remarkable,  as  well  as  the  remains  of  thofe  vices  which 
armies  generally  leave  behind  them.  Excepting  the  brewer,  baker,  and  innkeeper,  you 
may  feek  in  vain  for  a  rich  tradefman.  There  is  not  a  vefiige  of  induftry  cither  in  town 
or  country,  but  every  body  feems  to  confider  idlencfs  and  beggary  as  the  happief:  flate 
of  man. 

As  what  Bavaria  lofl  at  the  peace  of  Tcfchner,  was  nearly  made  up  by  the  junction 
of  the  principalities  of  Neuburg  and  Sulzbach  j  we  may  reckon  with  the  Palatinate,  it 

*  Surely  notfalfc  rtligious  opinions,  if  thefe  countiles  were  only  to  be  obtaintd  by  fraud  and  violence. 
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contains  as  much  grcund  as  Snabia ;  that  is,  about  feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
iquare  miles.  Now,  in  the  Suabian  circle,  there  are  at  lead  one  million  fix  hu.ndred 
thoul'and  people  ;  whereas  Bavaria,  by  a  late  calculation,  has  not  above  one  million  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 

The  fouthern  part  of  this  country  is  very  mountainous,,  but  not  fo  unlit  for  agricul- 
ture as  geographers  commonly  report  it  to  be.  In  many  of  the  vallies  of  thel'e  vafl 
mountains,  the  foil  is  excellent ;  and  in  one  corner  of  them  I  found  an  ingenious  and 
iiiduflrious  hulbandman,  the  only  chara£ler  of  the  kind  I  could  tneet  with  in  tlie  whole 
country,  v\'ho  had  gathered  what  he  had  fown  fixtcen  fold.  The  part  which  extends 
from  the  capital  to  the  Danube  and  the  Inn,  is  the  beft  amble  land  throughout  the 
country,  and  is  interfecled  by  feveral  well  wooded  hills.  The  Upper  Palatinate,  toge- 
ther with  that  part  of  the  dukedom  of  Bavaria  which  lies  beyond  the  Danube,  confifts 
almoft  intirely  of  mountains.  Thefe  rife  gradually  from  the  Danube  to  Fichtelberg 
and  the  Bohemian  ridge  of  mountains,  but  are  fit  for  every  kind  of  agriculture. 

A  confiderable  part  of  this,  by  nature  fo  highly  favoured  country,  has  lain  wafle  fines 
the  wars.  There  are  many  large  trafts  which  the  inhabitants  call  moffes,  but  which 
are  not  fo  fenny  and  fpungy  as  the  turf  and  moor  grounds  of  Holland  and  other  coun- 
tries. In  many  of  them  you  may  perceive  traces  of  tha  old  furrows,  and  there  are 
proofs  fufficient  that  they  have  been  cultivated,  and  might  be  eafily  cultivated  again. 
Another  part  of  Bavaria  is  ftill  covered  with  a  luxuriant  dark  wood,  and  a  third  part 
lits  conftantly  fallow  without  neceility.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
hardly  one  half  of  the  country  is  cultivated  as  it  ought  to  be. 

The  country  people,  or  farmers,  are  divided  into  four  clafTes  ;  into  whole,  half,  and 
quarter  farmers,  and  into  thofe  called  haujler.  The  whole  farmers  plough  vs'ith  eight 
horfes,  and  are  termed  einficdkr  ;  that  is,  hermits,  becaufe  their  farra-houfes  are  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  any  village.  Many  of  thefe  farm-houfes  command  a  territory  of  three  miles 
in  length  and  breadth,  and  the  owners  employ  from  twelve  to  fifteen  horfes  in  their  til- 
lage (reckoning  two  horfes  to  every  plough,  which  in  fome  places  is  certainly  too  much, 
but  in  others  alfo  it  is  too  little).  Of  fuch  farmers  there  may  be  about  forty  thoufand. 
A  half  farmer  ploughs  with  four,  and  a  quarter  farmer  with  two  horfes.  The  haujler 
are  day  labourers  to  the  reft,  and  till  their  bits  of  property  with  cattle  belonging  to 
cthfrs. 

We  are  not  to  infer  the  extent  of  every  farmer's  pofleiTions  from  the  number  of  his 
ploughs.  The  bell  fields  lie  fallow  four,  fix  or  more  years,  juft  as  the  ellablilhed  cuf- 
tom  may  be,  or  the  convenience  or  caprice  of  the  owners  may  direft.  As  the  farmers 
have  no  idea  of  meadow  land,  or  oijlalljood  for  cattle,  they  excufe  themfelves  for  this 
flight  kind  of  hufbandry,  by  pleading  the  want  of  manure.—The  worthy  friend  with 
whom  I  had  fo  many  difputes  about  the  Bavarian  war,  defended  the  pradice  of  his 
countrymen  with  great  warmth.  He  contended,  that  the  agriculture  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  better  than  it  was,  becaufe  the  internal  confumption  and  the  price  of  grain  were 
too  low,  an  inconvenience,  fays  he,  which  is  remedilefs;  for  exportation  is  impoflible, 
on  account  of  the  want  of  navigable  rivers  ;  nor  is  it  poilible  that  the  internal  coafump- 
tion  fiiould  be  well  increafed  by  manufaflures,  becaufe  the  rivers  of  Bavaria  all  running 
TO  Auftria,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  us  to  vie  with  that  country,  let  us  do  what  v/e  will. 
This  furely  was  mere  fophiftical  reafoning,  ufed  to  difguife  the  inaflivity  and  indolence 
of  his  countrymen.  It  would  be  hard  indeed  if  navigable  rivers  were  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  increafe  of  manufactures.  The  greatell  part  of  the  Swifs  manufadures 
are  carried  on  the  axle-tree  ;  for  v/hat  is  exported  by  the  Rhine,  bears  no  comparifon 
with  many  commodities  which  are  exported  over  land  to  Frankfort,  Leipfig,  &c.  and 
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to  all  the  north,  and  to  France  and  Italy.  But  Bavaria  fliould  not  yet  think  of  any  foreign 
commerce,  as  the  rules  of  prudence  require  that  the  rainifters  lliould  fee  what  is  to  be 
faved,  before  they  confider  what  is  to  be  gained.  Whatever  is  faved  is  gain,  and  the 
fecurefl;  gain.  How  much  gold  does  this  country  annually  fend  away  for  cloth,  fluffs, 
linen,  flax,  and  rape-feed,  oil,  tobacco,  leather,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  the  ma- 
terials for  furnifliing  of  which  it  has  within  itfelf. 

But  both  court  and  people  appear  to  be  flruck  blind  to  their  true  intereft.  You 
know  that  for  many  years  paft,  there  has  been  a  great  outciy  through  Germany,  and 
very  properly,  for  population,  manufa£tures,  and  induflry.  It  reached  the  ears  of  this 
court,  who  immediately,  as  was  natural,  began  to  imitate  what  was  going  forward. 
But  without  confulting  nature  for  her  advice,  without  inquiring  what  produdions  of 
art  would  prove  of  moft  general  ufe,  and  fervc  the  moft  to  keep  the  gold  in  the  country, 
it  thought  only  of  thofe  which  would  make  the  greatefl  fhew,.  and  flood  high  in  the  lift 
of  luxuries.  Would  you  think  it  ?  in  this  unfpeakable  w^ant  of  many  neceflaries,  they 
applied  themfelvcs  to  manufaflure  porcelain,  which  could  only  be  managed  by  artificial 
means,  of  which  the  moft  honourable  was  a  fmall  lottery.  They  eftablifhed  manu- 
faftures  of  tapeftry,  rich  fluffs,  and  filks.  They  faved,  indeed,  by  this  manoeuvre,  the 
money  exported  to  purchafe  the  priefts  robes  and  ladies  gala  dreffes,  but  the  citizens 
and  peafants  were  obliged  to  wear  foreign  clothes. 

One  need  only  obferve  what  goes  forward  here  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  to  be  convinced 
that  the  principles  of  taxation  are  not  underftood  as  they  fliould  be.  When  Auftria 
determined  to  fettle  the  cuftom-houfe  duties  according  to  the  rules  of  prudent  policy, 
the  officers  of  finance  here  faw  nothing  in  it  but  a  mode  of  increafmg  the  revenue  ;  they 
therefore  imitated  the  Auftrian  fyftem,  but  did  not  confider  that  taxes  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  wares  are  intended  to  operate  as  penalties,  the  reduftion  of  which  muft 
be  as  agreeable  to  a  wife  government,  as  the  diminution  of  the  revenue  of  fines  levied 
by  courts  of  juftice.  The  Auftrian  duties  are  connefted  with  a  great  plan.  They  are 
intended  to  reduce  the  import  of  foreign  wares  as  much  as  poflible,  by  increafmg  inter, 
nal  induftry  ;  and  to  lelTen  the  confumption  of  fuch  foreign  luxuries  as  are  needlefs,  by 
increafmg  the  price  of  them.  But  inftead  of  ufmg  the  cuftom-houfe  books  as  Auftria 
does,  as  indications  of  what  manufaQures  are  to  be  encouraged,  that  the  money  paid 
for  them  may  be  kept  in  the  country,  the  financiers  of  Bavaria  confider  them  as  io 
many  fourcesof  pofitive  revenue,  which  are  rather  to  beincreafed  than  lefTened. 

I  fliould  not  have  troubled  you  fo  long  with  thefe  particulars  of  the  ftate-oeconomy, 
if  I  had  not  thought  myfelf  in  fome  meafure  obliged  to  fhew  you  in  detail,  that  here 
they  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

LETTER  XI, 

Munich. 

A  PICTURE  of  the  Bavarian  charaftcr  and  manners  by  Hogarth  would  be  ex- 
tremely interefting.  Great  fingularity  of  charafter  is  often  to  be  met  with  in  England  ; 
but  what  Bavaria  offers  exceeds  any  thing  to  be  feen  elfewhere.  You  know  I  am  no 
painter;  fo  if  I  endeavour  to  point  out  to  you  the  peculiarities  of  Bavaria  in  the  ab- 
Itradt,  my  defcriptions  will  have  none  of  that  life  and  expreflion  which  diftinguifli  Ho- 
garth's groups,  or  Shakefpeare's  fcenes.     However  I  will  do  my  endeavour. 

To  proceed  methodically — for  you  cannot  conceive  what  a  method  flicks  to  me  in  all 
I  do,  fince  I  have  breathed  the  air  of  Germany — I  fliall  anatomize  the  body  of  the 
Bavarian,  before  I  proceed  to  the  analyfis  of  his  mind.  In  general  the  Bavarian  is 
flout  bodied,  mufcular,  and  flefhy.     There  are,  however,  fome  flender  people  among 
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them  who  may  pafs  for  handfome.  They  are  fomething  lefs  rofy  cheeked  than  the 
Suabians,  a  difference  probably  arifmg  from  their  drinking  beer  inftead  of  wine,  as  the 
others  do. 

The  charafteriflic  of  a  Bavarian  is  a  very  round  head,  a  little  peaked  chin,  a  large  bel- 
ly, and  a  pale  complexion.  Many  of  them  look  like  caricatures  of  man.  They  have 
great  fat  bellies,  Ihort  clubbed  feet,  narrow  fnoulders,  a  thick  round  head,  and  fhort 
necks.  They  are  heavy  and  aukward  in  their  carriage,  and  their  fmall  eyes  betray  a 
great  deal  of  roguery.  The  women,  in  general,  are  feme  of  the  mofl:  beautiful  crea- 
tures in  the  world.  They  are,  indeed,  fomething  grofs,  but  their  fkin  furpaffes  all  the 
carnation  ever  ufed  by  painters  ;  the  pureft  lily  white  is  foftly  tinged  with  purple,  as  if 
by  the  hands  of  the  graces.  I  faw  fome  peafant  girls  with  fuch  clear  complexions, 
that  they  appeared  quite  tranfparent.  They  are  well  fhaped,  and  more  lively  and 
graceful  in  their  geftures  than  the  men. 

In  the  capital  they  drefs  in  the  French  ftyle,  or  at  lead:  imagine  that  they  do  fo,  for 
the  men  are  ftill  too  fond  of  gold  and  mixed  colours.  The  country  people  drefs  with- 
out any  tafte  at  all.  The  chief  ornament  of  the  men  is  a  long  broad  waiftcoat,  flrange- 
ly  embroidered,  from  which  their  breeches  hang  very  low  and  loofe,  probably  to  give 
free  play  to  their  bellies,  which  is  the  chief  part  of  a  Bavarian.  The  women  difguife 
themfelves  with  a  fort  of  ftays  in  the  Ihape  of  a  funnel,  which  cover  the  breaft  and 
{houlders,  fo  as  to  hide  the  whole  neck.  This  ftiff  drefs  is  covered  with  filver  beads, 
and  thickly  overlaid  with  filver  chains.  In  many  places  the  houfewife  has  a  bunch  of 
keys  and  a  knife  appendant  to  a  girdle,  which  reach  almoft  to  the  ground. 

As  to  the  charafters  and  manners  of  the  Bavarians,  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  na- 
turally differ  very  much  from  the  country  people.  The  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Munich  is  a  riddle  to  me,  and  would  remain  fo  if  I  were  to  ftay  here  many  years.  I  be- 
lieve, indeed,  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  they  have  no  character  at  all.  Their  man- 
ners are  corrupt,  as  mull  be  the  cafe  with  forty  thoufand  men  who  depend  entirely  on 
a  court,  and,  for  the  mod:  part,  go  idle  at  its  expence. 

Amongft  the  great  nobles,  you  meet  here,  as  well  as  elfewhere,  with  very  well  bred 
and  polite  people  ;  but  the  people,  taking  the  word  in  its  full  extent,  are,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  deftitute  of  any  fenfe  of  honour,  without  education,  without  any  activity 
for  the  flate,  attachment  to  the  country,  or  generous  feeling  whatever.  The  fortunes 
of  this  place  are  from  1500  to  3  or  4,oool.  per  annum  ;  but  the  poffeffors  know  no 
other  ufe  of  their  money  than  to  fpend  it  in  fenfual  gratifications.  Many  good  houfes 
have  been  entirely  ruined  by  play.  The  fadiionable  game  at  the  court  was  formerly 
called  zwicken,  or  pi>2ch  ;  but  fmce  Hombeich,  the  minifter  of  finance,  has  pinched 
their  falaries  fo  confoundedly,  they  call  it  liombe/ch.  Many  of  the  court  ladies  know 
of  no  other  employment  than  playing  with  their  parrots,  their  dogs,  or  their  cats. 
One  of  the  principal  ladies  whom  I  am  acquainted  with,  keeps  a  hall  full  of  cats,  and 
two  or  three  maids  to  attend  them  :  flie  converfes  half  the  day  long  with  them,  often 
ferves  them  herfelf  with  coffee  and  fugar,  and  dreffes  them  according  to  her  fancy  dif- 
ferently every  day. 

The  fmall  nobles  and  fervants  of  the  court,  have  a  pitiable  palllon  for  titles.  Before 
the  prefent  eledlor  came  here,  the  place  fwarmed  with  excellencies,  honourable,  and 
right  honourable.  As  this  was  not  the  cullom  at  Manheim,  an  order  was  made  to  af- 
certain  the  different  ranks  of  nobleffe.  All  thofe  whom  it  deprived  of  excellency,  ho. 
nourable,  &c.  and  particularly  (would  you  think  it  ?)  the  women,  were  funk  in  defpair ; 
and  for  the  firft  time  complaints  were  made  of  tyranny,  of  which  none  before  feemed 
to  have  any  conception. 
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The  remainder  of  tlie  inhabitants  are  immerfed  in  the  mofl;  fcandalous  debauch. 
Every  night  the  ftreets  re-echo  with  the  noife  of  drunkards  iffuing  from  the  numerous 
taverns,  where  they  have  been  revelling  and  dancing.  Whoever  is  at  all  noble  here 
mud  keep  his  miftrefs ;  the  reft  indulge  in  promifcuous  love.  In  this  refpcft  things 
are  not  much  better  in  the  country. 

Bavaria,  indeed,  well  deferves  the  charader  given  it  by  an  ofldcer  of  Gafcony,  of 
being  the  greateft  brothel  in  the  world. 

Tiie  country  people  are  extremely  dirty.  A  few  miles  diftant  from  the  capital,  one 
would  hardly  take  the  hovels  of  the  peafants  for  the  habitations  of  men.  Many  of 
them  have  large  puddles  before  the  doors  of  their  houfes,  and  are  obliged  to  ftep  over 
planks  into  them.  The  thatched  roofs  of  the  country  people,  in  many  parts  of  France, 
have  a  much  better  appearance,  than  the  miferable  huts  of  the  Bavarian  peafmts  ;  the 
roofs  of  which  are  covered  v/ith  ftones,  in  order  that  the  flates  may  not  be  carrfed  away 
by  the  wind.  Mean  as  this  looks,  cheap  as  nails  are  in  the  country,  and  often  as  half 
the  roofs  are  torn  away  by  ftrong  winds,  yet  cannot  the  rich  farmer  be  perfuaded  to 
nail  his  fhingles  properly  together.  In  fhort,  from  the  court  to  the  fmallen:  cottage, 
indolence  is  the  moft  predominant  part  of  the  charafter  of  the  Bavarian. 

This  great  indolence  is  contrafted,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  with  a  ftill  higher 
degree  of  bigotry. — I  happened  to  ftroU  into  a  dark,  black  country  beer-houfe,  filled 
with  clouds  of  tobacco,  and  on  entering  was  almoft  ftunned  vi'ith  the  noife  of  the 
drinkers.  By  degrees,  however,  my  eyes  penetrated  through  the  thick  vapours,  when 
I  difcovered  the  prieft  of  the  place  in  the  middle  of  fifteen  or  twenty  drunken  fellows. 
His  black  coat  was  juft  as  much  bedaubed  as  the  frocks  of  his  flock,  and  like  the  reft  of 
them,  he  had  cards  in  his  left  hand,  which  he  ftruck  fo  forcibly  on  the  dirty  table,  that 
the  whole  chamber  trembled.  At  firft,  I  was  ftiocked  at  the  violent  abufe  they  gave 
each  other,  and  thought  they  were  quarrelling ;  but  foon  found  that  all  the  blackguard 
appellations  which  fliockcd  me  were  only  modes  of  friendly  falutation  among  them. 
Every  one  of  them  had  now  drank  his  fix  or  eight  pots  of  beer,  and  they  defired  the 
landlord  to  give  each  a  dram  of  brandy,  by  way,  they  faid,  of  locking  the  ftomach. 
But  now  their  good  humour  departed,  and  I  prefently  fav/,  in  all  their  looks  and  gef- 
tures,  the  moft  ferious  preparation  for  a  fray.  This  at  length  broke  out.  At  firft  the 
prieft  took  vain  pains  to  fupprefs  it.  He  fwore  and  roared  at  laft  as  much  as  the  reft. 
Now  one  feized  a  pot  and  threw  it  at  his  adverfary's  head,  another  clenched  his  fift, 
a  third  pulled  the  legs  from  a  ftool  to  knock  his  enemy  on  the  head.  Every  thing,  in 
Ihort,  feemed  to  fpeak  blood  and  death ;  when,  on  the  ringing  of  the  bell  for  evening 

prayer,  '  Ave  Maria,  ye !'  cried  the  prieft,  and  down  dropped  their  arms,  they 

pulled  off  their  bonnets,  folded  their  hands,  and  repeated  their  Ave  Marias.  It  put  me 
in  mind  of  the  adventure  in  Don  Quixote,  where  peace  is  fuddenly  reftored  in  the  great 
fray,  on  account  of  the  helmet  of  Mambrino,  and  the  afs's  collar,  by  the  recolleftion  of 
what  pafled  in  the  Agramantine  camp.  As  foon,  however,  as  prayers  were  over,  they 
were  all  feized  again  with  their  former  fui*y,  which  was  the  more  violent  from  the  mo- 
mentary interruption  it  had  met  with.  Pots  and  glafles  began  to  fly.  I  obferved  the 
curate  creep  under  the  table  for  fecurity,  and  I  withdrew  into  the  landlord's  bed- 
chamber. 

The  fame  fcenes  occur  in  the  inland  towns  among  the  citizens,  officers,  clergymen, 
and  ftudents.  They  all  falute  each  other  with  abufive  language;  all  vie  in  hard  drink- 
ing ;  and  clofe  to  every  church,  which  are  fcarce  lefs  than  28,70c,  there  is  regularly 
a  beer-houfe  and  a  brothel.  A  ftudent  at  the  univerfity  of  Ingoldftadt  muft  carry  a 
thick  cudgel,  and  wear  a  neat  cot  hat ;  he  muft  be  able  to  drink  from  ei^^ht  to  ten 
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quarts  of  beer  at  a  fitting,  and  be  always  ready  to  fight,  right  or  wrong,  with  the  offi- 
cers  of  the  garrifon  that  is  quartered  there.  You  may  fuppofe  that  this  does  not  tend 
to  raife  the  reputation  of  the  univerfity,  which  is,  indeed,  but  thinly  vifited,  though  the 
profeflbrs  are  able  men,  and  do  their  duty,  although  a  proclamation  came  out  fome  years 
fince  to  forbid  any  Bavarian  from  ftudying  out  of  the  country. 

No  pen  can  defcribe  the  ridiculous  mixtures  of  debauchery  and  devotion  which  every 
day  happen.  The  moft  notorious  is  that  which  took  place  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary,. 
Oettingen,  a  few  years  fince,  when  a  pried  aftually  deflowered  a  girl  vi-hom  he  had 
long  purfued,  and  could  only  make  a  prize  of  there  before  the  altar  of  the  Virgin. 

The  country  people  join  to  their  indolence  and  devotion  a  certain  ferocity  of  temper,, 
which  often  gives  rife  to  bloody  fcenes.  When  they  mean  to  praife  a  church  holiday, 
or  fome  public  feftival  which  has  lately  been  kept,  they  fay, — fuch  a  one  was  a 
charming  affair ;  there  were  fix  or  eight  people  killed  or  made  cripples  at  it.  If  no- 
thing  of  this  kind  has  been  done,  it  is  called  a  mere  nothing,  a  fiddle-faddle  bufinefs^ 
In  the  lafl  century,  and  the  beginning  of  this,  the  Bavarian  troops  maintained  the  firfl 
reputation  among  the  German  forces.  At  the  battle  of  Hockftedt,  they  kept  their 
ground  and  imagined  themfelves  viftors,  till  the  eledlor  who  led  them  was  informed 
that  the  French  had  given  way  in  the  other  wing.  Under  Tilly  and  Mercy  they  like- 
wife  did  wonders ;  but  fince  the  time  of  thefe  generals,  military  difcipline  has  fo  far  re- 
laxed among (t  them,  that  they  are  no  longer  foldiers.  Indeed  no  people  can  fhew  more 
abhorrence  to  every  thing  which  is  called  difcipline  and  order,  than  the  Bavarians  do. 
They  might,  however,  ftill  be  ufeful  as  free-booters,  whofe  robberies  and  all  irregula- 
rities are  more  pardonable  than  ihofe  of  regular  troops.  There  are  bands  of  robbers 
about,  which  are  one  thoufand  men  ftrong,  and  would  undoubtedly  make  good  ra- 
vaging parties  in  tiine  of  war,  1  here  have  been  inftances  of  their  fighting  againft  the 
military,  under  bold  leaders,  to  the  very  lafl;  man.  But  the  poorell  peafant  confiders 
it  as  a  hardlhip  to  be  drafted  into  the  regular  troops  of  his  prince. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  on  the  other  hand,  are  the  mofl:  weak,  timid,  and 
fubfervient  people  in  the  v/orld.  They  have  no  quicknefs  of  parts  at  all,  and  you  will 
feek  in  vain  in  the  town  for  that  liberty,  which  fometimes  indeed  degenerates  into  coarfe- 
nefs  of  manners,  but  is  flill  the  moft  agreeable  trait  in  the  character  of  the  country 
people.  Under  the  laft  government,  while  the  people  of  Munich  were  crouching  under 
a  defpotic  minifter,  and  only  ventured  to  murmur  in  fecret,  the  country  people  difco- 
vered  their  difcontent  with  a  freedom  which  threatened  dangerous  confequences.  At 
the  fame  time,  an  unbounded  and  inexpreflible  love  for  their  prince  prevailed  on  thera 
to  pull  down  the  inclofures  of  their  fields  at  the  command  of  the  raalter  of  the  hounds, 
in  order  that  the  game  might  paflure  there.  They  fpake  with  raptures  of  the  amiable 
qualities  of  their  lord  ;  indeed  they  did  not  pafs  over  his  faults,  but  tried  to  excufe  him 
for  them,  and  loaded  his  fervants,  without  referve,  with  their  heavieft  curfes,  and  thus 
gave  every  ftranger  a  juft  idea  of  the  court,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  the 
dedicatory  addreffes  of  books  and  poems,  extolled  the  tyrants  of  the  land  to  heaven. 
The  country  people  judge  as  impartially  of  the  prefent  government.  I  fiiould  not, 
however,  have  obtained  any  account  of  the  prince  or  his  fervants,  if  I  had  not  got  ac- 
quainted with  fome  foreign  artifts  belonging  to  the  court,  who  were  more  interefted  in 
the  ftate  of  them  both  than  the  natives,  who  are  infatuated  with  their  beer  pots.  Every 
fhoe-black  in  Paris  knows  all  the  great  people  of  the  court,  pries  into  their  private  fife 
as  well  as  their  politics,  and  condemns  or  approves  at  difcretion ;  but  here  you  meet 
with  many  court-counfellors  and  fecretaries,  who  know  nothing  of  the  great  people  ex- 
cept their  names.    To  conclude,  the  unadulterated  Bavarian  peafant  is  gruff,  fat,  dirty, 
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lazy,  drunken,  and  undifcipllned  ;  but  he  is  brave,  ceconomical,  patriotic,  and  fuch  a 
flave  to  his  word,  that  when  ft  has  once  been  given  it  is  never  broke.  As  to  his  hatred 
of  regular  difcipline,  it  is  partly  owing  to  the  difcouragenunt  thrown  upon  the  military 
way  of  life  by  the  clergy,  and  partly  to  there  being  no  provifion  for  difabled  foldiers. 
Something  too  arifes  from  the  prince's  not  being  military  ;  for  in  the  year  1778,  when 
the  imperial  troops  were  recruiting  at  Straubingen,  and  carried  about  with  them  a  picture 
of  the  eniperor  in  his  uniform,  many  of  the  natives  immediately  enlifted  on  hearing  that 
the  emperor  was  a  foldier. 

LETTER  XII. 

Municb. 

YOU  are  extremely  right  in  thinking  that  this  court  would  be  of  great  confequence, 
if  it  knew  how  to  make  ufe  of  its  powers.  It  is  able  to  meafure  fwords  with  the  king 
of  Denmark,  and  Sweden  is  not  much  fuperior  to  it  in  force ;  for  if  we  take  from  the 
fum  total  of  the  fubjefts  of  this  northern  potentate's  power,  the  Laplanders,  and  the 
reft  of  its  almoO:  entirely  unferviceable  people,  what  remains  will  fcarce  exceed  the  po- 
pulation  of  this  territory.  Bavaria  has  one  million  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  j 
the  Palatinate  on  the  Rhine  two  hundr(.'d  and  twenty  thoufand  ;  and  the  dukedoms  of 
Julich  and  Berg  about  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  men.  The  total  number,  there- 
fore, of  the  fubjefts  of  this  court,  amounts  to  about  one  million  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand.  I  know  that  in  fome  Rate  papers  they  are  reckoned  at  little  more  than 
one  million  four  hundred  thoufand,  but  certainly  the  fubjeds  who  live  in  Weftphalia  are 
not  included  in  this  calculation. 

There  is  iikewife  a  great  difference  about  the  income  of  the  court.  The  very  induf- 
trious,  and  in  general  the  very  accurate,  Mr.  Bufching  tells  us,  in  the  laft  edition  of 
his  excellent  work,  that  he  is  informed  from  good  authority,  that  the  income  of  Ba- 
varia amounts  to  eight  millions  of  Rhenifh  florins,  or  8oo,oool.  and  this  agrees  with 
the  crileulation  commonly  made  here.  I  told  you,  however,  in  my  laft,  that  very  few 
people  here  are  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  court,  and  that  they  are  induced,  by  a 
ridiculous  vanity,  to  make  more  of  things  than  they  are.  Some,  who  ought  to  have 
been  in  the  fecret,  would  have  perfuaded  me,  that  the  court  had  fi  om  twelve  to  fixteen 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly  income.  I  faw  it  was  impoffible  to  get  at  the  truth, 
otherwife  than  by  inquiring  particularly  at  the  proper  offices  into  the  ftate  of  finances ; 
at  laft,  after  long  fearch,  1  made  out,  with  tolerable  certainty,  that  the  aggregate  income 
from  the  taxes,  cuftoms,  excife,  forefts,  mines,  &c.  hardly  amounted  to  5co,oooK 
In  this  eftimate,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  articles,  the  trade  with  the  Saltzburg  and 
Riechenhaller  fait,  is  not  included.  This  is  reckoned  by  fome  at  two  millions,  but  it  is 
moft  highly  probable  that  it  docs  not  produce  more  than  one.  We  may  therefore  moft 
fafely  ftate  the  income  of  Bavaria  at  fix  millions  of  florins,  or  600, cool.  The  revenue 
of  the  Palatinate  on  the  Rhine  amounts  to  about  i  ,700,000  guilders,  or  170,0001.  ;  and 
that  of  the  countries  in  the  circle  of  Weftphalia  to  about  1,500,000,  or  150,000!. ;  fo 
that  on  the  whole,  this  court  may  have  a  revenue  of  nine  millions  of  florins,  or  about 
9005OOCI.  You  perceive  by  this  ftatement,  that  the  income  from  the  lands  on  the 
Rhine  amounts  to  fomething  more  than  the  half  of  the  revenues  of  Bavaria,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  it  does  not  contain  one  half  as  many  inhabitants  as  Bavaria;  but  this 
difference,  as  well  as  that  which  the  profitable  Bavarian  fait  occafions,  is  overbalanced 
by  the  better  employment  of  the  abovementioned  lands,  by  more  diligent  hufbandry, 
by  greater  taxes,  by  more  lively  trade,  and  by  more  profitable  duties  of  all  kinds. 

If  Bavaria  were  as  well  peopled  and  cultivated  in  proportion  to  its  extent  as  the  coun- 
tries 
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tries  on  the  Rhine  conneSed  with  it  are,  it  would  yield  three  or  four  millions  of  florins 
more.  1  have  told  you  already,  that  it  contains  a  fpace  of  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  fquare  miles.  The  Palatinate  and  the  dukedoms  of  Julich  and  Berg,  all  together, 
hardly  contain  two  hundred  and  forty  fquare  miles  ;  but  this  fpace,  which  is  not  a  third 
as  large  as  Bavaria,  has  half  as  many  inhabitants  in  it,  and  yields  more  than  half  as 
much  revenue. 

This  difference  arifes,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  great  attention  paid  to  monks  in 
this  country  ;  an  attention  which  mull:  neceffarily  prevent  any  increafe  of  population, 
any  excefs  of  knowledge,  any  induftry,  or  a  more  improved  cultivation  to  the  country. 
There  are  two  hundred  cloifters  in  this  country,   and  at  lead  five  thoufand  monks. 
Many  of  thefe  cloifters  have  incomes  of  3000I.  or  4000I.  a  year ;  that  of  Niederal- 
teich  has  not  lefs  than   io,oool.   per  annum.     Without   exaggerating,   one  may  rate 
the  revenue  of  the  cloiff  ers,  and  other  religious  foundations  of  this  country,  at  about 
two  millions  of  florins,  or  200,000!.,   which  is  a  third  part  of  the  whole  income  of 
the  country.      The  damage  which  the  monks  do  the  country  is  mod  notorious.    This 
appears  with  regard  to  the  farmers  called  hermits,  whofe  children  they  are  very  affidu- 
ous  to  make  monks  of,  becaufe  they  receive  with  every  one  of  them,  one,  two,  three, 
or  more  thoufand  florins.     The  confequence  to  the  country  is,  that  by  this  diminution 
of  the  laborious  part  of  the  community,  the  property  remains  in  too  few  hands,  and  the 
country  is  never  above  half  cultivated.     The  country  alfo  lofes  fomething  by  the  fons 
of  the  other  farmers  who  are  bred  in  convents  ;  for  the  education  given  them  unfits 
them  for  every  profeflion,  but  thofe  of  idle  authors  or  comedians. — The  propenfity  to 
idle  life,  to  feafliing,  and  beggary,  which  reigns  over  all  Bavaria,  is  countenanced  and 
fanftioned  by  the  example  of  the  fat  priefts.     The  people  envy  them  Itrongly  their 
blefled  idlenefs.     The  jugglery,  the  brotherhoods,  church  feafts,  and  corner  devotions 
of  thefe  holy  quacks,  employ  the  attention  of  the  multitude  fo  much,  that  they  fpend 
the  third  part  of  their  time  amongft  them. — Interefl:  prompts  them  to  keep  the  people 
in  a  ftate  of  fi:upidity,  and  therefore  they  are  conftantly  in  the  field  ready  to  oppofe,  with 
almoft  inconceivable  fury,  every  thing  which  tends  to  improve  and  enlighten  the  un- 
derftanding.    They  alone  are  to  be  thanked  for  the  fliocking  vvildnefs  of  manners  which 
appears  in  Bavaria.     Their  cowls  contain  the  effence  of  chrifliianity  and  all  morality. 
They  preach  nothing  but  maflTes,  which  are  very  profitable  to  them,  the  rofary,  the  fca- 
pulaire  and  ridiculous   mortification  to  the  body,  by  which  means  many  a  blockhead 
has  got  the  name  of  a  faint.     The  deceived  countryman  believes,  that  confeffion  and  a 
mafs,  which  cofls  fifteen  pence,  will  wipe  away  the  fouled  fins,  and  confiders  the  telling 
his  beads  as  his  mofl:  effential  duty.     The  fecular  priefl:s  are  as  few  in  number  as  the 
monks  are  many.     Thefe  ought  naturally  to  form  the  manners  of  the  country ;  but 
they  are  held  in  much  lefs  veneration  than  the  others,  becaufe  their  drefs  and  appear- 
ance is  not  fo  extraordinary.     In  Bavaria,  however,   they  do  not  deferve  more  refped; 
than  the  monks  ;  for  the  greater  part  of  them  differ  from  the  peafants  only  by  wearing 
black,  having  a  more  expenfive  table,  and  a  handlbmer  and  better  dreffed  houfe-keeper. 
In  other  things  they  are  equally  lazy,  untutored,  and  ignorant. — Their  parifhes  are  four 
miles  in  compafs,  and  produce  from  four  to  600I.  per  annum.     What  an  advantage  it 
would  be  to  the  country,  if  thefe  livings  were  to  be  divided  into  five  or  fix  fmaller  ones, 
and  filled  with  a  better  race  of  holy  fliepherds  !      At  the  fame  time,   the  monks  fhould 
be  prohibited  from  interpofing  in  the  care  of  fouls,  or  what  would  be  rather  more  ad- 
vantageous, though  not  to  be  expeded  under  this  government,  they  fhould  be  extirpated 
altogether. 

If 
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Tf  the  eflates  of  the  convents,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  electors,  and  were 
given  away  in  melancholy  moments,  were  to  be  re-affumed,  and  if  all  foreigners  with- 
out exception  were  allowed  a  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  their  national  debts  would 
be  very  foon  difcharged,  and  the  country  immediately  put  on  quite  a  different  appear- 
ance. But  Charles  Theodore  is  fo  far  from  being  capable  of  fuch  exertions,  and  is  fo 
little  acquainted  with  his  own  interefl,  and  with  that  of  his  country,  as  to  be  founding 
a  new  convent  in  the  Palatinate  on  the  Rhine,  and  making  a  prefent  of  the  wealth  of 
the  ex-jefuits  (another  fort  of  monks)  to  the  knights  of  Malta.  What  fhall  we  fay  of 
the  private  man  who  is  loaded  with  debts,  and  yet  makes  religious  foundations  ?  But 
here  no  reafoning  will  apply. 

The  overbearing  greatnefs  of  many  Bavarian  farmers  gave  rife  to  fome  confidera- 
tions  in  my  mind,  which  deferve  to  be  farther  noticed.  I  divide  the  country  people 
into  three  claffes  ;  ift.  Into  thofe  whofe  properties  are  too  fmall  to  live  by,  and  who 
muft:  ferve  others  to  obtain  their  full  maintenance.  adly.  Into  fuch  as  can  depend  oa 
means  fufficient  from  their  own  property.  And  3dly,  Into  thofe  who  poflefs  more 
than  is  neceffary  for  the  convenient  fupport  of  a  family,  and  who  are  called,  more  or 
lefs,  rich  farmers.  At  firft  fight  it  appears  fair  enough,  that  the  land-tax  fhould  be 
equal  for  all,  and  that  all  fhould  pay  in  proportion  to  the  ground  they  hold  ;  but  it  is 
not  fo ;  on  the  contrary  it  is  a  great  political  error  to  make  the  peafant,  v/ho  has  not 
half  fufficient  to  maintain  his  family,  pay  as  much  in  proportion  as  he  who  has  a  full  com- 
petency ;  for  firft,  it  is  a  political  axiom,  that  three  or  four  middling  citizens  are  more  va- 
luable to  a  flate  than  one  rich  one,  although  his  capital  may  much  exceed  that  of  the  others; 
and  fecondly,  though  an  entirely  equal  partition  of  poiTefnons  and  gold  in  a  flate,  were 
it  poffible,  would  indeed  be  madnefs  ;  flill,  under  the  conviftion  it  is  impofTible  every 
prudent  ruler  will  conduft  his  adminiftration  as  if  it  were  not  fo.  The  mofl  unhappy 
countries  are  thofe  in  which  the  greateft  riches  and  the  greatefl  poverty  are  to  be  met 
with  at  the  fame  time.  Such  a  flate  cannot  fubfift  long  :  one  part  of  the  inhabitants 
muft  be  defpots,  the  other  ilaves.  In  the  fermentation  incidental  to  fuch  a  country, 
perfons  really  free  are  either  thrown  outordeftroyed. — One  over-rich  farmer  gradually 
fwallows  up  all  the  poor  in  his  circuit.  He  lends  money  on  the  ground  of  the  poor, 
feizes  the  occafion  of  a  barren  year  to  purchafe  cheap  a  little  property  of  his  neighbour, 
and  when  he  is  not  reflrained  by  feelings  of  honour,  has  innumerable  artifices  to  get 
-poffeffion  of  any  piece  of  ground  which  lies  convenient  for  him.  1  faw  with  aflonifh- 
ment,  in  fome  republican  itates,  how  ibme  rich  farmers  had  found  means  to  difpoflefs 
a  whole  community,  and  become  the  tyrants  of  the  neighbourhood.  In  monarchies 
the  evil  is  not  fo  great ;  but,  however,  it  is  always  fufficiently  fo  to  reqnire  to  be  op- 
pofed  with  every  nerve. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  advantages  which  a  rich  farmer  can  draw  from  his  lands, 
with  the  advantages  refulting  to  a  middling,  or  a  poor  one.  The  poor  man  mufl  fell 
his  produce  as  quickly  as  poffible,  and  generally  at  a  low  price,  becaufe  his  creditors 
are  urgent.  The  middhng  one  cannot  keep  the  price  up  long,  becaufe  he  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  obliged  to  borrow  money,  and  of  lofing  by  the  intereft  as  much  as  he 
could  gain  by  laying  by.  But  the  rich  one  can  fpeculatc,  and  feldom  bargains  at  the 
low  price  at  which  the  others  are  obliged  to  fell  the  earnings  of  their  fweat  and  toil. 
He  buys  grain  from  the  low  people  round  about,  or  he  has  previoufly  advanced  them 
the  price  of  their  crops  ;  they  muft  therefore  let  him  have  it  at  his  own  price,  and  then 
he  raifes  the  price  of  grain  in  the  market.  By  inundations,  or  hail  ftorms,  the  fmall 
farmer  has  often  not  feed  enough  for  the  enfuing  year.     The  piece  of  ground  in  courfe 
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lies  vvafle  ;  and  when  the  rich  man  poflefles  it,  he  cultivates  it  with  double  and  treble 
profit,  and  becomes,  at  the  expence  of  the  jvjor  and  the  ftate,  richer  and  richer,  till  at 
laft,  often  to  the  great  injury  of  population,  a  dozen  fmall  farms  are  fwallowed  up  by  him  ; 
the  young  gentleman,  his  fon,  who  is  meanwhile  at  ftudy,  will  not  any  longer  con- 
tinue in  the  country,  but  fixes  himfelf  in  town,  lets  his  lands,  and  adds  another  in- 
fignificant  idler  to  the  flate. 

Ought  not,  then,  the  rich  farmer  to  contribute  fomething  more  to  the  ftate,  in  return 
for  thofe  advantages  which  he  derives  from  having  his  property  fo  much  better  circum- 
ftanced  than  that  of  his  neighbours  ? 

I  conceive  it,  therefore,  highly  juft  that,  in  the  impofition  of  taxes,  fomerefpeft  fhould 
be  paid  to  the  different  kind  and  condition  of  farmers.  The  poor  one  (hould  not  pay 
fo  much  in  proportion  for  a  piece  of  ground  as  the  middling  one,  nor  the  latter  fo  much 
as  the  rich  one»  On  the  contrary,  the  ftate  fliouid  endeavour  to  relieve  the  poor  one 
till  he  became  as  thriving  as  the  middling  one,  and  to  prevent  the  laft  from  aggrandi- 
zing himfelf  to  the  injury  of  population.  I  would  alfo  in  my  republic,  which,  like  un- 
formed chaos,  is  yet  floating  in  infinity  of  fpace,  fix  fome  middle  point,  and  in  the  lay- 
ing of  taxes,  make  the  tax  to  correfpond  with  the  degree  in  which  the  income  of  a  fingle 
farmer  falls  fliort  of  or  exceeds  this  point.  For  example : — In  my  republic  a  thriving 
farmer  fhould  be  one  who  poiTefTed  land  to  the  amount  of  fix  thoufand  florins  of  pro- 
perty. Thus  every  one  who  had  under  four  thoufand  florins  of  capital,  fhould  pay  one  per 
cent ;  he  who  varied  between  four  or  five  to  fix  thoufand  dollars,  two  per  cent ;  he  who 
poffefled  more,  three  per  cent. ;  and  whoever  pofTefTed  jhe  double  of  fo  much,  fliould 
pay  four  per  cent,  for  all  that  was  above  the  middle  point.  Thus,  in  purchaling  a  piece 
of  ground,  the  poor  would  have  ajuft  advantage  over  a  middling  farmer,  and  the  mid- 
dling one  over  the  rich.  It  is  true,  my  officers  would  have  occafion  for  more  arithme- 
tic, and  it  would  be  neceffary  to  run  a  little  more  up  and  down  ;  — but  leave  me  to 
take  care  of  that,  when  I  have  onde  got  my  ftate  upon  a  fure  ground  and  eftablifli- 
ment. 

To  return  now  to  our  *  Bavaria,  you  can  very  eafily  and  clearly  imagine  to  yourfelf 
how  far  it  is  from  being  what  it  might  be  made.  If  the  debts  were  paid  off,  the  num- 
ber of  fubjeds  and  quantity  of  income  would  enable  the  elector  to  keep  a  ftanding  army 
of  forty  or  fifty  or  fifty  thoufand  men  ;  and  could,  as  things  now  are,  if  thefe  parts 
of  his  poffefTions  were  as' well  cultivated  as  the  country  on  the  Rhine,  increafe  them  to 
fixty  thoufand,  and  command  high  refpect  from  his  mightieft  neighbours.  When  his 
fucceffor  comes  to  the  government,  the  refources  will  iUll  be  granted  by  the  accefTion 
of  the  dutchy  of  Deux-Points,  and  poffibly  alfo  the  ftate  oeconomy  will  be  better. 

LETTER  XIIL 

Saltzburg, 

THE  way  from  Munich  here  is  very  dull.     It  lies  through  a  vaft  plain,  only  here  and 

there  broken  by  gentle  elevations.     The  many  dark  woods,  the  miferableand  thin  fcat- 

tered  peafantry,  the  want  of  towns,  and  the  continual  dread  of  robbers,  make  one  hafteii 

*  The  many  piojcfts  which  the  aiitlior  has  foimtd  fur  Bavaria,  gave  him  a  riglit  to  call  the  one  made  by 
him  his  Bavaria.  In  tlie  ytar  1740  an  Aullrian  general  made  ircquent  ufc  uf  the  exprclFion,  Noire  Bav'ure. 
A  French  cfEccr,  who  was  treating  with  him  tor  an  exchange  ot  prifoners,  heard  him  a  long  time,  ainl 
at  laft  faid,  •*  Monjieiir,  nous  avons  unc  chanjon  dunl  k  refrdn  ejl :  ^land  j'ai  bicn  bu,  tout  ia  terre  eft  a 
mot,' 
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out  of  Bavaria  as  quickly  as  poflible.      For  feventeen  long  German  miles  there  is  no 
place  of  note  but  the  dark  Waflerburg,  which  ftands  on  one  of  the  barren  fand-hills 
through  which  the  river  Inn  winds. 

When  you  come  to  the  frontiers  of  Saltzburg  things  mend.  The  profpecls  are  more 
varied,  the  habitations  of  the  peafants  appear  neater,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  country 
improves.  About  half  a  mile  from  this  town  there  is  one  of  the  prettieft  profpefts  I 
have  ever  met  with.  Conceive  to  yourfelf  a  vail  amphitheatre;  the  back  ground  of 
the  pidure  is  occupied  by  high  rocks  lifting  up  their  heads  to  heaven.  Some  of  them, 
which  arc  rather  on  the  fide,  are  in  the  (hape  of  pyramids.  Thefe  vafl:  maffes  terminate 
by  degrees  in  wooded  mountains  to  the  back,  and  in  beautiful  and  cultivated  hills  to  the 
fide  of  the  profpetl.  Precifely  in  the  midCt  of  this  fcene  flands  the  town,  which  is 
commanded  by  the  caftle  (landing  on  a  high  rock.  The  river  Saltz  gives  the  mixed  land- 
fcapes  ftill  more  life.  Here  and  there  it  fpreads  itfelf  out,  and  its  banks  in  many  places 
are  fhaded  with  deep  hanging  woods. 

The  country  about  this  town  forms  a  flriking  contra  ft  with  the  barren,  defolate  wilds 
of  Munich.  It  is  indeed  very  ftriking,  and  exhibits  a  matchlefs  and  admirable  union  of 
nature  and  art.  The  ftream  divides  itfelf  into  two  unequal  parts.  I'o  the  weftward 
where  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  lies,  there  rifes  on  the  wide  plain  a  high,  round,  fteep 
and  hard  rock,  which  has  the  caftle  as  a  crown  on  it.  The  river  winds  along  by  the 
foot  of  this  rock,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it,  there  rifes  a  mountain  of  foft  ftone  di- 
reftly  perpendicular  on  both  fides,  and  about  one  hundred  feet  high.  Upon  this  natural 
•wall,  which  is  much  higher  t]ian  the  higheft  houfe  of  the  town,  there  grows  a  thick 
wood,  in  the  midft  of  which  are  feveral  plantations.  Through  the  part  of  the  wall 
where  it  is  only  fixty  feet  broad,  they  have  cut  a  handfome  pafTage,  On  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  there  is  the  moft  romantic  rock  ever  feen.  It  is  a  kind  of  naked  wall 
which  ftretches  along  the  plain  from  the  river  for  three  miles,  and  is  five  hundred  feet 
high.  I  cannot  better  defcribe  the  peculiarity  of  this  fituation  to  you,  than  by  bidding 
you  conceive  the  town  as  the  centre  of  a  femi-circle  of  hills,  the  two  parts  of  the  river  as 
femi-diameters,  and  this  wall  as  a  radius  of  the  circle. 

The  town  itfelf  is  very  handfome — the  houfes  are  high,  and  built  all  of  {tone.  The 
roofs  of  the  houfos  are  in  the  Italian  talte,  and  you  may  walk  out  upon  them.  The  ca- 
thedral is  the  handibmeft  building  I  have  feen  fince  I  left  Paris.  It  is  built  of  freeftone 
and  is  a*i  imitation  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome.  The  portico  is  of  marble,  and  the  whole  is  - 
covered  with  copper.  Before  the  portico  there  is  a  large  quadrangular  place,  with 
arches  and  galleries,  in  which  is  the  Prince's  refidence,  and  the  abbeyljf  St.  Peter.  In 
the  middle  of  this  place  there  is  a  flatue  of  the  Virgin  in  Bronza  ;  it  is  fine,  but  of  an 
unnatural  fize.  There  are  large  areas,  encompaffed  with  handfome  building's,  on  bo'th 
fides  of  the  church.  In  the  middle  of  that  which  is  to  the  left,  there  is  the^inoft  map-- 
nificent  fountain  of  marble  I  ever  faw,  and  fome  valuable  figures  of  gigantic  fize.  There 
is  Hkewife  a  fountain  in  that  to  the  right,  but  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  former 
one,  and  'the  Neptune  of  it  makes  but,  a  very  pitiful  figure.  This  town  contains  many 
more  excellent  buildings  and  ftatutes,  which  remind  you  that  the  borders  of  Italy  are 
not  far  diftant. 

As  far  as  I  know  of  the  inhabitants,  they  appear  very  fecial,  open,  and  lively,  and 
uncommonly  attached  to  ftrangers.  Until  I  ihall  get  better  acquainted  with  them  I 
mufl:  give  you  an  account  of  fome  excurfions  I  made"  into  feveral  parts  of  Bavaria,  m  my 
way  from  Munich.  '         ■' 

Freyfingen,  an  epifcopal  refidence,  though  not  ill  built,  is  on  the  whole  a  mife^able 
Uttle  place.     It  confills  folely  of  monkp,  llrumpets,  a  few  melancholy  (tudents,  and  poor 
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mechanics.  The  prince's  caftle  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  from 
which  it  commands  a  dehghtful  profpecl  over  great  part  of  Bavaria,  and  the  mountains 
of  Tyrol  and  Saltzburg.  The  bilhop's  polTeirions  lie  fcattered  through  Bavaria  and 
4-uflria.  His  income  may  perhaps  amount  to  30,000  florins,  or  3000L  a  year,  and  he 
keeps  his  lord  high  fteward,  his  mailer  of  the  hounds,  his  counfellors,  his  body  guards, 
his  mufic,  and  his  coolc  and  butler,  which  two  laft  have  undoubtedly  the  mod  to  do. 

From  Freylingen  1  travelled  on  to  Ratitijon,  a  dark,  melancholy,  and  very  large 
town,  which  you  know  is  the  feat  of  the  diet,  and  contains  about  twenty-two  ihoufand 
inhabitants.  I  really  do  not  know  what  to  fay  to  you  about  it,  except  that  the  bridge 
over  the  Danube  is  a  very  heavy  one,  vvhich  was  built  by  the  Devil,  and  that  I  met  with 
very  good  quarters  at  the  White  Lamb,  the  mafter  of  which  is  the  civileft  and  mofl:  ac- 
commodating landlord  that  I  have  yet  found  in  Germany.  One  would  imagine  the 
number  of  envoys  from  the  different  princes  of  the  empire  who  are  conllantly  refident 
here,  would  give  life  to  the  place  ;  but  you  cannot  think  how  dead  every  thing  is.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  prince  of  Thurn  and  Taxis,  the  Emperor's  principal  commiflary,  and 
pofl-mafter-general  of  the  empire,  you  would  not  believe  the  town  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
diet.  But  this  gentleman,  whofe  income  is  about  four  hundred  thoufand  florins,  or 
40,oool.  per  annum,  gives  operas,  comedies,  wild-beafl:  baitings,  balls,  and  fire-works. 
He  is  indeed  a  very  worthy  pcrfon,  and  does  honour  to  his  place  by  his  greatnefs  of 
mind  and  noble  way  of  thinking.  This  gentleman  may  be  faid  to  do  the  honours  of  the 
diet  in  the  ftricteft  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  for  the  reft  of  the  Ambaffadors  are  forced  to  live 
very  ceconomically,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  incomes.  Many  of  them  go 
about  in  hackney-coaches.  As  every  thing  that  is  for  their  uie  comes  into  the  city  duty 
free,  the  people  of  the  place  make  heavy  complaints  of  their  fervants  for  carrying  on 
a  large  contraband  trade.  Indeed  they  conceive  that  what  they  lofe  by  this,  is  more 
than  an  equivalent  for  what  they  gain  by  the  diet  in  other  refpecls.  The  fad  is,  that 
the  Am.baifadors  from  the  greateft  powers,  who  have  large  incomes,  and  feem  to  be  paid 
for  holding  great  ftate,  hold  none  5  and  as  the  other  minifters  regulate  themfelves  by 
their  example,  one  may  be  feveral  weeks  in  town  without  being  fenfible  that  the  diet  is 
r.flembled.  Cur  Ambaflador  is  one  of  the  foreigners  who  is  moft  eminently  diftinguifned 
for  his  knowledge.  Both  he  and  the  fecretai  y  to  the  embaffy,  Mr.  Heriffant,  the  foil 
of  a  bookfeller  at  Paris,  are  particularly  well  acquainted  with  German  poHtics,  and  alfo 
with  German  literature. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  diet  is  very  tedious.  This  is  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  party  on 
all  great  occafions,  and  the  jealoufy  which  the  great  powers  entertain  of  each  other  j 
for  the  forms  according  to  which  bufinefs  is  done,  are  in  theml'elves  very  fimple.  The 
diet  confifts  of  three  colleges,  to  wit,  the  eleftorate,  that  of  the  prince's,  and  that  of  the 
college  of  the  ftates.  The  twofirft  are  called  the  higher  colleges,  though  they  have  no 
elTential  pre-eminence  over  the  other  in  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  diet.  All  thefe 
colleges  aflemble  in  a  hall,  to  receive  the  Emperor's  propofitions ;  thence  they  retire 
into  three  feparate  chamber's,  where  the  votes  of  each  other  are  collefted,  in  a  manner 
well  calculated  for  the  purpofe.  The  majority  decides  in  each  chamber  as  to  the  rules 
of  that  chamber,  and  fo  does  the  majority  of  the  three  colleges  as  to  the  determination 
of  the  whole.  When  the  three  colleges  are  unanimous,  it  is  called  a  conclufion  of  the 
diet,  and  is  laid  before  the  Emperor,  or  his  principal  commiffary,  as  a  judgment  of  the 
diet.  When  one  college  differs  from  the  two  others,  its  conclufions  are  traniinitted  to 
the  Emperor.  The  refolutions  agreed  on  are  immediately  executed,  and  at  the  conclu- 
fion of  the  diet,  are  entered  among  the  decrees  of  the  empire. 
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The  electoral  college,  befides  the  advantage  it  naturally  derives  from  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  voters  in  it,  whofe  decifions  are  flill  of  as  much  weight  as  thofe  of  the  other  two 
has  a  great  additional  influence  from  the  circumdance  of  the  five  fecular  members  of  it 
having  near  twenty  votes  in  the  college  of  princes.  Since  the  death  of  the  laft  eleftor 
of  Bavaria,  it  conMs  but  of  eight  voices;  the  eleflor  and  Archi)i(hop  of  Mentz  is  the 
prefident.  It  is  not  yet  fettled  who  is  to  have  ;he  decifive  voice  in  cafe  of  an  equality ; 
but  as  this  is  an  event  to  be  expeded,  it  is  thought  that  there  will  foon  be  a  ninth  eleftor 
chofen  from  the  houfe  of  Wirtemberg  or  Heffe-Caflel.  The  only  obftacle  is  the  jea- 
louiy  of  fome  of  the  electoral  houfcs,  left  the  Emperor  lliould  propofe  one  of  his  own 
dependants. 

In  the  college  of  princes  there  are  in  all  one  hundred  votes,  of  which  thirty-three  are 
ecclefiaftical,  fixty-one  fecular,  and  fix  colleftivc.     Thefe  lafl;  confift  of  the  two  benches 
of  prelates  and  abbeffes,  namely,  the.Suabian  and  Rhenifli,  and  of  the  four  colleges  of 
the  counts  of  the  empire,  namely,  the  Wetteravian,  Suabian,  Weftphalian  and  Fran* 
conian.     Each  college  of  counts,  and  each  bench  of  prelates,  has  one  vote.     There  are 
twenty  members  on  the  bench  of  Suabian  prelates,  and  nineteen  on  that  of  the  Rhenifh 
ones.     The  Wetteravian  college  of  counts  has  ten  members,  the  Suabian  twenty,  the 
Franconian  fixteen,  and  the  Weftphalian  thirty-four.      There  are  many  counts  of  the 
empire  who  are  not  included  in  this  number,  becaufe  though  they  have  been  raifed  to 
the  dignity  of  count,  they  have  not  yet  taken  their  feat  at  the  diet.      Other  feats  are 
vacant,  becaufe  the  lands  they  are  attached  to  have  fallen  into  greater  houfes,  the  mafters 
of  which  confider  the  privilege  of  voting  as  counts,  as  flender  and  inconfiderable.     The 
college  of  princes  has  this  privilege  peculiar  to  it,  that  one  houfe  can  have  many  votes  - 
thus  the  prefent  Eleftor  Palatine  hasfeven  votes,  and  his  fuccelfor,  the  Duke  of  Deux- 
Ponts,  will  have  eight;  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  five,  and  after  the  death  of  the  prefent 
Prince  of  Anfpach  and  Bareith,  will  have  feven ;  the  Elector  of  Brunfwick  has  five. 
This  arifes  from  the  rank  of  principality  in  the  empire  being  vefted  in  the  propertv,  not 
in  the  perfon ;  fo  one  perfon  may  poffefs  feveral  properties,  each  of  which  fepaVatelv 
claims  his  title  of  principality.     Auftria  and  Saltzburg  take  it  by  turns  to  prefide  over 
this  college,  the  one  one  day,  and  the  other  the  next.     The  Archbifhop  of  Befancon 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  as  Duke  of  Savoy,  have  for  a  long  time  left  off"  fending  minif- 
ters  to  the  diet,  fo  the  college  of  princes  confifts  now  only  of  ninety-eight  votes.     The 
college  of  the  ftates  confifts  of  fifty-one,  and  is  divided  into  two,  namely,  the  Suabian 
and  Rhenifli.    On  the  firft  there  are  thirty^feven,  and  on  the  other  fourteen  feats.    The 
ftate  in  which  the  diet  is  held  has  the  direction. 

The  imptrial  court  has  a  great  influence  in  all  the  three  colleges.     The  three  ecclefi- 
aftical eleiSors  have  been  almoft  conftantly  creatures  of  the  Emperor,  who  fpares  neither 
gold,  threats,  nor  promifes,  to  infpire  the  canons  of  Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne    in 
the  choice  of  a  new  archbifliop.     Formerly  our  court  ufed  the  fame  methods  of  acquir- 
ing influence  in  the  empire ;  but  that  channel  is  now  ftopped  up  for  ever^  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  activity  of  the  court  of  Vienna.     The  Emperor  [has  the  fame  weight  in  the 
princes'  college.     Almoft  all  the  ecclefiaftical  princes  are  his  true  fons.     The  chapter 
of  Luttoch  is  the  only  one,  in  modern  times,  which  has  dared  to  withltand  the  Empe- 
ror's influence  in  the  eleftion  of  the  fovereign.     Befides  thefe  means  of  gainino-  influ* 
ence,  it  has  always  been  the  maxim  of  the  imperial  court  to  raife  the  members  of  the 
hereditary  dominion,  who  poflelTed  the  fmalleft  fief  in  the  empire,  to  the  dignity  of 
princes,  in  order  to  infure  them  a  feat  and  a  vote  in  the  diet.     It  is  thus  that  the  houfes 
of  Lobkowits,  Dieteichftein,  Schwarzenberg,  Lichtenftein,  Auerfl^erg,  and  Thurn,  have 
been  introduced  into  the  college,  in  fpite  of  the  proteftations  of  all  the  old  princes, 
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merely  to  flrengthen  the  influence  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria.  The  Dukes  of  Aremberg 
are  amongft  the  oldefl:  princes  ;  but  as  by  far  the  greate;!:  part  of  their  poffeffions  lie  in 
the  htreditary  lands  of  Auftria,  they  are  alinod  totally  dependant  on  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Many  others  of  the  old  houfcs,  on  account  of  the  fituation  of  their  properties  alfo  adhere 
to  the  linipcror,  who  from  onecaufe  or  other,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fecureof  half  the 
votes  to  carry  whatever  he  has  a  mind  fhould  be  carried.  In  the  college  of  towns  he 
rules  almoft  without  control ; — for  as  thefe  are  almoft  all  encompaflfed  by  moft  powerful 
princes,  they  require  the  particular  protedlion  ol  the  court  of  Vienna  to  prevent  their 
being  totally  crulhed. 

rowerful  as  the  Emperor's  influence  may  be  under  fuch  circumfliance?,  flill  the  flates 
find  means  to  counteraft  the  flream,  and  interrupt  its  force.  Mahly  has  juflly  obferved, 
in  his  remarks  en  the  hiftory  of  France,  that  if  you  confider  the  empire  as  compofed  of 
independent  flates,  who  have  leagued  with  each  other  for  mutual  defence,  one  could  not 
devile  wifer  regulations  than  they  have  inflituted  to  fecure  their  liberty  from  internal 
ufurpers.  The  definition  of  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  "  It  is  a  confufion  preferv- 
ed  by  God's  omnipotence,  *"  is  a  jufl;  one  as  long  as  the  empire  is  erroneoufly  confi- 
dered  as  a  fmgle  felf-fubfifting  fl:ate  ;  but  if  you  view  it,  that  is,  as  an  aflTembly  of  many 
free  flates,  who  have  knit  themfelves  together  by  a  certain  political  fyflem,  one  fliali  dis- 
cover in  place  of  confufiop,  a  great  deal  of  order ;  and  inflead  of  unmeaning  connection, 
a  great  deal  of  prudence  and  forefight.  The  dam  which  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  is 
that  law  which  provides,  that  "  the  majority  in  the  imperial  colleges  ihould  not  be  decl- 
five,  either  in  religion  or  thofe  matters  in  which  the  fliates  could  not  be  confidered  as 
one  body,  or  where  the  catholics  were  of  one,  and  the  proteflants  of  another  opinion." 
In  thefe  cafes  the  colleges  divide  into  parties,  and  however  fmall  in  number  one  party 
may  be,  its  decree  is  held  equal  to  the  other  more  numerous  one.  Religion  alone  gave 
rife  to  this  law  ;  but  in  latter  times  the  genius  of  politics  has  made  good  ufe  of  it,  and 
all  the  cathoHcswho  are  neceflfarily  dependant  on  the  Emperor's  court,  have  found  it  of 
fervice  for  a  fmaller  number  of  protefl;ants  to  be  able  to  oppofe  the  Emperor.  Since  the 
power  of  the  King  of  Prulfia  has  got  fo  aftonifliingly  high,  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
teftant  party,  although  Saxony  has  the  apparent  government  of  it,  and  he  protefts  often 
very  vehemently  againft  things  in  w'hich  religion  is  not  in  the  lealf  concerned. 

From  Munich  I  went  to  Infpruck,  and  from  thence  into  the  Tyrol.  I  will  referve 
what  I  have  to  fay  on  that  fubjeft  till  its  proper  place,  which  will  be  when  I  come  to  the 
Auftrian  territories  ;  befides  this  letter  is  already  of  the  proper  length. 


LETTER  XIV. 

Sa/tzburg, 
IT  was  with  great  pleafure  that  I  wandered  over  this  romantic  country,  and  at  one 
time  fl:anding  on  fome  immenfe  peak  I  viewed  under  me  the  clouds,  towered  on  clouds, 
boundlefs  plains,  innumerable  lakes,  rivers,  a;nd  brooks,  vallies  of  tremendous  depth, 
and  the  bare  fummits  of  huge  granate  rocks,  with  the  fenfations  which  are  peculiar  to  fuch 
heavenly  regions.  Sometimes  I  take  my  abode  in  the  deep  hanging  brow  of  a  mountain, 
in  a  fliepherdefs's  hut,  who  dwells  the  whole  fummer  through  with  her  flocks  in  this 
fubterreftrial  region,  and  is  vifited  only  by  her  lover,  who  clambers  up  two  or  three 
miles  of  the  mountains  to  her,  fome  wild-goat  hunter,  or  by  chance  fome  ftrayed  knight 
likemyfelf  J  there  I  live  a  day  like  an  ancient  patriarch  on  milk  and  cheefe,  count  the 

*  £fl  confufio  divinitus  confervata. 
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flock  which  in  the  evening  affembles  round  the  hut,  at  the  found  of  a  flute,  and  which  at 
the  moment  I  can  think  are  my  own,  fleep  upon  a  heap  of  hay  far  more  tranquil  than 
you  upon  your  hypochondriac  down  bed,  and  then  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the  rifing  fun, 
with  a  luxury  and  delight,  which  at  operas,  comedies,  balls,  and  all  the  ufual  places  of 
entertainment,  you  mull  look  for  in  vain.  Sometimes  I  vifit  a  lake,  in  the  bofom  of  a 
high  mountain,  which  charms  my  fight  ftill  more,  if  at  break  of  day  I  find  it  mantled 
over  with  a  miO:.  Then  with  greater  pleafure,  I  furvey  the  rifing  fun  drivr.,  and  difperfe 
the  mift  into  the  valley,  and  the  gilded  mountain  tops  emerging  high  above  it,  now  the 
wind  by  degrees  difcovers  the  lake  like  a  mirrour,  and  the  mift,  like  a  night  fpeftre, 
creeps  through  the  interftices  of  the  mountain  into  fome  neighbouring  cliffs.  Then  I 
make  a  little  voyage  in  a  hollowed  tree,  which  here  muft  do  the  fervice  of  a  fhip,  and 
breakfaft  on  exquifite  butter  and  honey,  in  fome  neighbouring  peafant's  houfe,  and 
fmile  when  I  think  of  you,  who  are  fitting  at  your  tea-table  in  your  learned  night- 
gown, and' critic  night-cap,  fwallowing  with  your  tea,  fome  as  watery  ftale  produc- 
tion of  the  day,  and  from  all  that  rot-gut  Ituft",  get  fvvelled  and  puffed  with  wind,  which 
you  vainly  endeavour  to  difpel  by  rhubarb,  and  all  the  preparations  of  your  medicine 
cheft. 

The  part  which  is  towards  the  tov/n  has  the  appearance  of  an  immenfe  pyramid  ;  but 
it  ftretches  backwards  into  a  rock,  which  is  a  mile  long,  and  takes  fix  or  feven  hours  to 
walk  round.  A  common  traveller  will  reach  the  top  in  five  hours,  but  the  goat  hunters, 
who  chmb  like  cats,  do  it  in  three.  There  is  a  profpetl  from  it  over  all  Bavaria,  and 
you  may  reckon  nine  lakes  in  fight.  The  moft  charming  part  of  the  profpeft,  is  the 
principality  of  Berchtoldfgaden,  which  lies  to  the  fouth  of  the  mountain,  and  confifts  of 
a  woody  wall  cncompalfed  round  with  vaft  heights  of  the  «noft  pidurefque  granate, 
Amongft  them  the  Watzman  is  diftinguifhed  by  its  perfectly  conical  appearance.  The 
appearance  of  the  lakes  around  the  dark  woods  have  an  unfpeakably  fine  effeft.  The 
profpe£l  into  fome  of  the  neighbouring  vaUies  of  Saltzburg,  is  not  lefs  beautiful. 

This  mountain  feems  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  fyftem  taken  up  by  Mr.  BufFoHj  with 
regard  to  mountains.  It  confifts  of  a  mafs  of  granate,  worked  into  the  foil,  in  the  decli- 
vities and  depths  of  which,  here  and  there  fand  and  chalk-ftone  lie  as  if  floated  in  water. 
The  lower  parts  of  the  mountain  are  well  wooded,  and  it  has  fome  very  good  mines  of 
red  and  white  marble.  From  one  of  thefe  mines  there  is  a  fine  profpeft  of  the  town  ; 
at  fome  diftance  from  them,  in  a  wide  gap  of  the  mountain,  there  is  a  very  remarkable 
water  fall.  A  rapid  ftream  (which  in  fpring  when  the  fnow  begins  to  melt,  muft  be 
much  larger  than  it  is  now)  breaks  out  from  a  cleft  of  the  rock  ;  which  you  enter  by 
means  of  fome  artificial  fteps.  In  the  cleft,  where  one  fliivers  with  cold,  you  hear  in  the 
infide  of  a  mountain  a  dull  rumbling  like  far  diftan^  thunder.  Probably  the  mountain 
has  fome  lake  in  its  bofom,  into  which  the  fnow  and  rain  water  precipitating  from  above, 
occafion  the  noife.  There  is  not  a  doubt  but  this  internal  body  of  water  muft  in  time 
prove  deftruftive  to  the  mountain.  The  tradition  of  the  country  is,  that  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Great  and  his  whole  army,  are  confined  and  fliut  up  in  this  mountain  until 
Doomfday,  and  will  continue  till  then  amufing  themfelves  with  this  terrible  noife.  On 
a  certain  day  of  the  year,  about  midnight,  the  Emperor  is  to  be  feen  with  his  train  of 
minifters  and  generals,  going  in  proceffion  to  the  cathedral  of  Saltzburg.  Were  it  not 
that  you  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  wonders  to  be  met  in  the  Sierra  Morena  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Quadiana,  I  could  lay  before  you  a  legally  attefted  account  of  wizards, 
whofe  white  beards  by  length  of  time,  have  grown  ten  or  twenty  times  about  the  table 
on  which  they  lie  fleeping  in  the  mountain,  and  of  hermits  a  thoufand  years  old,  who 
have  led  ftrayed  goat-hunters  through  fubterraneous  paftages,  and  fhewn  them  fiiii-y 
palaces  of  gold  and  precious  ftones.     From  the  cleft  whence  the  fpirit  of  the  great 
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Charles  iffues  to  walk  by  night,  the  flream  precipitates  itfelf  with  a  loud  noife,  and  falls 
in  a  variety  of  cafcades  down  the  deep  and  narrow  gully  which  it  feems  to  have  dug 
Itfelf  in  the  hard  marble.  Here  and  there  it  has  hollowed  out  bafons  of  marble  by  its 
fall,  which  no  power  of  art  could  have  given  a  better  polifii  to.  Indeed  they  are  fa 
nicely  conflrufted,  that  the  lovers  of  antiquity  in  the  neighbourhood  have  aftually  been 
at  the  pains  to  prove  that  they  are  ancient  baths.  Quite  below,  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, behind  a  mill,  the  fall  prefents  a  moll  pifturefque  appearance.  It  is  not  very  high 
at  this  point,  but  very  fmgular,  becaufe  the  water  is  divided  into  innumerable  threads, 
which  crofs  each  other  in  fuch  varied  and  ftrange  ways  amidft  the  fragments  of  the  rock 
which  have  fallen  from  above,  that  no  imagination  can  dcvife  a  cafcade  fo  fanciful  and 
capricious.  Here  on  the  detached  rocks  ai*e  fmall  pine-trees,  which  infinitely  increafe 
the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  The  water  of  this  flream  is  fo  cold,  that  you  could  net  hold 
your  hand  in  it  ten  feconds  ;  and  yet  in  the  greateff  fv/eat  and  perfpiration,  you  may 
drink  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  without  the  fmalleft  danger,  as  you  digefl:  it  as  eafily 
as  air.     When  I  am  perfeftly  faint,  I  do  not  know  a  better  cordial  than  this  water. 

Thatpart  of  the  principalityofSaltzburg  which  lies  to  the  north  of  thecapital,  is  likewife 
very  mountainous,  but  it  produces  fufficient  grain  for  the  fupport  of  its  inhabitants.  But 
about  fix  miles  from  the  town  there  is  a  long  narrow  valley  which  ftretches  itfelf  firlt 
fome  miles  fouthward  and  then  weftward,  is  bounded  by  vaft  mountains,  is  watered  by 
the  river  Saltza,  conftitutes  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  principality,  but  fcarcely  bears  one 
third  part  of  the  neceffary  grain.  The  entrance  to  this  valley  is  called  the  Pafs  of  Lueg 
or  Luhk,  a  word  which  in  low  Dutch  and  Englifli  fignifiesAo/',  and  anfwers  to  the  watch 
tower  of  many  Imperial  towns  and  territories.  This  pafs  is  a  deep  narrow  hollow  be- 
tween naked,  fufpended,  perpendicular  rocks  of  granate,  which  hang  over  on  each  fide, 
rife  to  an  enormous  height,  and  through  which  the  Saltza  pours  with  great  impetuofity. 
Above  the  river  they  have  cut  a  path  in  the  rock,  and  there  is  a  gate  with  hardly  room 
enough  for  a  fingle  carriage  to  pafs,  protefted  by  a  battery,  fo  that  a  few  people  here 
could  withftand  a  whole  army.  The  other  approaches  to  this  valley  are  equally  well 
guarded,  and  nature  feems  to  have  fortified  it  as  well  as  Wales. 

Befides  this  large  valley  there  are  feveral  lefler  ones  adjoining,  which  belong  to  this 
principality.  They  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  the.  other,  and  the  inhabitants  of  them  live 
chiefly  by  breeding  cattle.  In  many  places  you  may  find  very  rich  farmers,  who  own  frpni 
fixtytofourfcore  head  of  great  cattle.  They  export  fome  cheefe  and  butter,  but  not  near  Car 
much  as  they  might  do,  if  the  inhabitantswereas  induflrious,  frugal,  and  difpofed  for  trade 
as  the  Swifs.  Befides  horned  cattle  they  alfo  breed  great  numbers  of  horfes  which  are 
very  ftrong,  and  are  exported  to  great  diftances  for  the  purpofes  of  heavy  burden  and 
draught ;  their  fliape  is  not  handfome  ;  their  heads  are  too  thick,  and  their  hind  quar- 
ters too  high ;  but  I  remember  well  to  have  feen  in  fome  towns  on  the  Rhine,  a  fingle 
Saltzburg  horfe  drawing  a  weight  of  forty  quintals,  and  a  very  heavy  cart  befides  from 
the  river  to  the  town.  The  farmers  ufe  them  to  hard  labour  at  three  years  old,  and 
this  is  the  caufe  why  they  foon  become  ftiff,  and  cannot  ferve  for  coach  horfes.  The 
Emperor  gave  twelve  pounds  for  one  for  his  artillery.  The  dominions  which  this  prince 
has  in  Carrthen,  are,  in  point  of  natural  advantages,  much  the  fame  as  thefe  ;  but  what 
he  poflefTes  in  Auftria  is  too  inconfiderable  to  be  mentioned.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
country  draws  near  the  half  of  its  necelfary  corn  from  Bavaria. 

The  peafant  of  this  country  cannot  content  himfelf  with  cheefe  and  potatoes,  as  the 
Sv.'ifs  does  ;  but  muft  always  have  his  meat,  which,  however  fat  it  may  be,  he  conftantly 
dips  in  hog's  lard.  He  mull  have  an  abundance  of  good  bread,  beer  and  brandy. 
Confidering  the  natural  fituation  of  the  country,  this  too  expenfive  mode  of  living  would 
make  them  the  pooreft  people  in  Europe,  if  the  extravagance  was  not  countei-balanced' 
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by  a  prudent  and  admirable  occonomy  in  other  rcfpcfts.  The  Saltzburg  pcafant  clothes 
himfelf  from  head  to  foot ;  every  family  weaves  a  I'ort  of  coarfe  dark  grey  cloth,  from 
wool  which  they  grow  and  prepare  themfelves.  I'heyalfo  make  their  own  Ihoes  and 
flockings.  Their  drefs  is  by  thefe  means  cleanly,  finiple,  and  graceful.  "With  all  this, 
the  equality  between  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  country  is  chiefly  kept  up  bv  the 
mines. 

The  falt-works  at  Hallein  are  without  comparlfon  the  mofl  confiderable.  The  inter- 
nal ]3art  of  this  mountain,  which  is  about  four  miles  diftant  from  this  place,  confifts  of 
cryfials  of  fait,  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  earth.  In  order  to  clean  it,  they  dig  large 
hollow  chambers  within-fide,  and  fill  them  with  water,  which  waflies  the  fait,  and  lets 
the  earth  fink  to  the  bottom.  The  water  thus  impregnated  is  conveyed  into  pans  and 
boiled  off.  In  courfe  of  time  the  chambers  fill  of  themfelves  again  with  fait,  and  the 
treafure  is  inexhaullible.  One  of  thefe  chambers,  when  it  is  lighted  up,  makes  one  of 
the  prettied:  fights  in  ihe  world.  Conceive  to  yourfelf  a  hall  about  a  hundred  feet 
fquare,  the  walls  and  ground  of  which  are  compofed  of  cryftals  of  every  earthly  colour, 
and  which  reflefl:  the  light  fo  wonderfully  that  you  would  think  yourfelf  in  fome  en- 
chanted palace.  In  order  to  carry  on  this  work,  the  wood  of  the  forelts  alono-  the 
Saltza  and  otner  rivei-s  is  floated  down  them.  This  may  perhaps  in  time  put  a  flop  to 
it,  for  the  fmall  woods  are  already  vifibly  thinner. 

From  the  unfavourable  fituation  of  this  country,  it  cannot  ufe  the  whole  of  this  trea- 
fure for  itfelf,  but  is  obliged  to  give  up  the  mofl:  part  to  foreigners.  All  the  country 
round  is  either  Aultrian  or  Bavarian.  The  firfl:  have  fait  fufficient  for  their  own  ufe 
and  all  importation  of  foreign  fait  is  prohibited.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Bavarian  falt- 
•work  at  Ratifbon  is  fo  produftive,  that  it  not  only  provides  fufficient  for  that  country, 
but  alfo  can  afford  a  confiderable  quantity  to  foreigners.  In  confequence  of  all  this, 
the  Archbifliops  of  Saltzburg  have  found  themfelves  obliged  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Dukes  of  Bavaria,  in  virtue  of  which,  thefe  take  a  certain  quantity  of  fait  every 
year,  at  a  very  moderate  price,  and  furnifli  Switzerland  and  Suabia  with  it.  By  this 
means  the  fait  trade  of  Saltzburg  is  properly  in  the  hands  of  Bavaria,  who  gain  full 
three  times  as  much  by  it  as  the  princes  of  Saltzburg.  The  value  of  the  fait  which  Ba- 
varia ftipulates  to  take  yearly,  amounts  to  about  200,000  florins,  or  2o,oooI.  What  is 
difpofed  of  in  the  country  itfelf,  or  carried  into  Auftria  clandefl;inely,  makes  on  the 
whole  about  350,000  florins,  or  35,0001.  of  which  two  thirds  may  be  clear  gain. 

The  gold  and  filver  mines  of  this  principality  make  a  great  figure  in  the  geography  of 
Germany  ;  but  compared  with  the  falt-works  are  not  worth  mentioning.  In  the  regif- 
ters  of  the  cufl:om-houfe  I  have  feen  the  entry  of  all  the  gold,  filver,  iron,  copper,  and 
other  mines  or  pits,  on  an  average  of  the  lafl:  ten  years :  the  prince's  clear  gain  from  all 
his  works,  was  about  65,000  florins,  or  6500I.  a  year.  He  works  them  almoft  all  him- 
felf ;  for  fome  years  paft  he  has  loft  in  digging  a  gold  mine  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gaftein,  about  20,000  florins,  or  2000I.  a  year,  which  he  has  ventured,  in  the  trea- 
cherous hope  of  being  rewarded  in  time  with  a  rich  fpoil,  and  partly  that  the  valley 
where  it  is  dug,  whofe  inhabitants  live  folely  by  thefe  works,  may  not  become  a  wafte. 
The  iron  here  is  brittle,  and  in  no  great  requeft.  The  prince  has  alfo  a  brafs  manu- 
factory on  his  own  account,  but  the  calamine  neceffary  for  it  grows  every  day  more  fcarce 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  Bufching  fays,  in  his  account  of  Germany,  that  he  "  leanis  from  good  autho- 
rity, that  the  inc6me  of  the  archbifliop  amounts  to  four  millions  of  florins,"  or  400,0001. 
If  the  prince  would  m,\ke  me  his  farmer-general,  I  durft  hardly  offer  him  1,200,000 
florins,  or  1 2o,oool.  for  his  whole  revenue.    I  am  pretty  confident  that  the  taxes,  tolls, 
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and  crown-lands,  &c.  in  which  I  include  the  produce  of  the  mines,  &c.  do  not  yleli 
much  above  600,000  florins,  or  6o,oool.  The  excife,  cuftoms,  and  other  taxes  levied 
in  the  capital,  together  with  the  prince's  breweries,  mud  bring  in  435,000  more  or 
43,^ool.  before  I  could  clear  any  thing  by  my  contract. 

The  extent  of  the  country  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  and  forty  German  fquare 
miles.  There  are  only  feven  or  eight  towns,  fome  of  which  are  not  to  be  compared 
with  a  Suabian  village.  The  total  number  of  inhabitants  is  computed  at  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand,  of  which  the  capital  contains  fourteen  thoufand.  There  is  only  one 
manufaflure  in  the  whole  country,  which  is  a  imall  one  at  Hallein  for  cotton  {lockings, 
and  night-caps.  Since  there  has  been  a  good  road  made  to  Tricfte,  Saltzburg  carries 
on  aconfiderable  trade  in  fpices  and  drugs,  with  which  it  fupplies  a  great  part  of  Bava- 
ria. 1  he  i-oads  through  this  mountainous  country  are  in  general  very  good.  Notwith- 
flanding  here  and  there  you  pafs  on  wooden  bridges  hung  by  chains  over  fome  dreadful 
abyffes,  the  heavielf  carriages  have  nothing  to  fear,  except  perhaps  the  being  overfet  by 
a  violent  blall  of  wind,  or  being  covered  by  a  fall  of  fnow  in  fpring.  On  my  journey  to 
the  bath  at  Gaftein,  one  of  the  wildeft  regions  of  this  country,  I  faw  all  that  was  poflible 
to  be  done  to  render  the  moll  dreadful  abyifes  and  lleepell  rocks  paflable.  In  this  jour- 
ney I  faw  alfo  one  of  the  mofl  remarkable  water-falls  which  I  ever  met  with.  A  powerful 
flream  precipitates  itfelf  almofl  from  the  clouds,  upon  a  rock  beneath,  which  rifes  a 
hundred  feet  high  above  the  way,  and  thence  lb  ffrongly  recoils  in  an  arch,  that  a  tra- 
veller who  pafTes  under  this  arch  is  not  in  the  leaft  wet.  In  front  this  fall  cannot  be  feen, 
becaufe  it  is  too  narrow,  and  the  oppofite  rock  is  too  fteep  ;  but  a  httle  dillance  oiF, 
when  viewed  from  the  fide  it  prefents  a  mofl  extraordinary  afpeft. 


LETTER  XV. 

Saltzburg. 
I  AM  a  lover  of  mountain  fcenes,  and  by  no  means  one  of  thofe  whofe  feelings 
are  onlv  to  be  excited  by  what  is  monilrous,  who  love  itrong  emotions,  becaufe  they 
are  commonly  infenfible  to  the  gentler  affedtions,  and  who  feek  for  fatisfaction  from  bar- 
ren rocks,  from  boundlefs  plains  of  ice  and  fnow,  becaufe  by  intemperate  ufe  of  the 
iovs  which  milder  regions  prefent,  they  are  difgufted  with  them.  To  me  the  mofl  uni- 
form plain  is  variety  enough,  to  keep  my  heart  in  that  degree  of  vi'armth,  and  my  fenfes 
within  the  limits  w  hich  are  neceflary  for  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  nature.  I  em- 
brace the  tree  which  fuddenly  aflbrds  me  a  ihade,  after  I  have  long  wandered  through  a 
barren  and  level  fpot.  The  mofs  upon  a  heath  allures  me,  and  the  rivulet  which  heals 
through  fome  unextenfive  meadow,  interefts  me  fufHciently  without  the  noife  of  a  water- 
fall. I  am  however,  impartial  enough  to  do  all  juflice  to  the  mountain  views,  and  allow 
them,  in  refpecl  to  beauty,  the  preference  over  the  plains.  The  piilfe  of  nature  beats 
ilronger  here,  every  thing  difcovers  more  life  and  enei'gy,  every  thing  more  loudly  and 
emphatically  fpeaks  an  almighty. Power  at  work.  The  ftrcam  which,  without  knowing 
the  path  it  mull  purfue,  meanders  flowly  through  the  plain,  rufhes  through  the  moun- 
tains and  grows  impetuous  in  its  courie  ;  the  motion  of  the  clouds,  the  revolutions  of 
the  iky,  and'lhe  peals  of  thunder  are  all  more  llrong  and  animated.  The  vallies  in  the 
fair  feaibn  of  the  year,  are  filled  with  finer  perfumes  of  flowers  and  Iierbs  than  thofe  of 
the  plains,  whofe  foil  is  not  fo  fit  to  preferve  their  radical  moiflure,  and  where  their  ex- 
halations are  dilfipated  more  wiiiely  in  the  air.  Nature  here  is  more  varied  and  infinitely 
inore  piclurefque.  Of  her  diitereut  fhades,  an  inhabitant  of  the  plain  can  form  no  con- 
ception, but  from  the  contrail,  they  all,  even  tiie  fmalleft  features  of  them,  appear  more 
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flriking  and  engaging.  Here  at  once  nature  prefents  the  peculiarities  of  every  feafon, 
and  the  mofl  different  climates.  As  long  as  the  fummer  lafts,  in  the  bottomof  the  val- 
ley the  heat  of  Africa  is  feh  ;  in  the  middle  of  the  mountain  you  enjoy  the  moderate 
temperature  of  fpring  ;  and  the  top  reminds  you  of  Siberia.  And  how  various  are  the 
forms,  chains  and  heaps  of  mountains  and  hills  ! 

Man  refembles  his  foil,  unlefs  education  and  fociety  change  him.  The  pcafant  of 
this  country  bears  the  flamp  of  nature  upon  him.  His  movements  are  quick,  like  the 
fl ream  in  his  wood  ;  he  is  boifterous  in  his  padions,  like  the  atmofphere;  he  breathes 
flrong  as  the  oak  which  fliades  him ;  and  is  faithful,  firm  and  true  as  the  rock  which 
bears  his  hut.  The  life  and  variety  of  the  fcenes  which  nature  offers  him,  render  his 
head  richer  in  conceptions,  and  his  heart  warmer  than  it  would  be  if  he  dwelt  upon  an 
uniform  plain,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  nature  as  he  does  here.  His  diftance  from  po- 
pulous places,  and  the  fcattered  fituation  of  the  huts,  which  give  him  few  oppor;unities 
for  diftraclion  from  his  own  concerns,  preferve  his  manners  pure,  difpofe  him  to  reflec- 
tion, and  make  him  more  attentive^to  his  own  proper  bufmefs.  In  his  make,  the  ex- 
preffion  of  his  countenance,  his  geftures  and  language,  he  has  greatly  the  advantage  of 
the  Bavarian  peafant.  I  regret  inceffantly  that  m.y  want  of  fuflicient  Ikill  in  the  provin- 
cial dialed  prevents  my  communing  with  thefe  mountaineers,  fo  agreeably  as  I  wifii  to 
do.  The  unfpeakable  opennefs  of  heart  which  they  fliew,  their  frequent  inftances  of 
good-will  and  affection,  together  with  the  good  humour  and  native  pleafantry  legible  in 
their  looks,  endear  them  at  firfl  fight  to  every  friend  of  humanity.  Many  of  them  flill 
wear  long  beards,  and  thofe  in  the  remoter  parts  ihoii  every  body,  even  their  princes. 
The  difeafe  of  the  throat  is  not  uncommon  with  them,  though  it  be  not  fo  prevalent  as 
fome  travellers  choofe  to  report  it.     In  general  they  are  a  very  handfome  fet  of  people. 

The  diminution  made  in  the  population  and  agriculture  of  thefe  lands,  by  the  emi- 
gration of  the  proteftants  about  fifty  years  ago,  is  not  yet  recovered.  In  this  mafler- 
pieoe  of  bad  government,  theweaknefs  of  a  prince,  and  thefelfifli  treachery  of  a  minif- 
ter,  were  beyond  meafure  confpicuous.  I  have  read  over  the  papers  which  give  an  ac- 
count of  this  wonderful  event,  to  my  great  edification.  Thofe  are  much  deceived  who 
afcribe  the  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  commotion  to  religious  principles,  propagated  in 
thefe  mountains  at  the  time  of  the  reformation.  From  the  writings  before  me,  it  ap- 
pears that  very  few  had  any  diftinft  idea  of  the  Augiliurg  or  Helvetian  confeffions  of 
faith.  Thefe  may  poffibly  have  contributed  fomething  ;  but  mod:  of  thefe  new  protef- 
tants became  fo  through  refledion  and  difcourfes  among  themfelves,  the  caufes  of  which 
were  furniflied  by  maxims  feledled  from  catholic  fermons  and  religious  books.  Had 
they  been  allowed  unlimited  freedom  of  religion  in  the  country,  they  certainly  would 
have  founded  an  intire  new  fe£t,  which  would  have  had  little  refemblance  to  either 
Calvinifm  or  Lutheranifm.  Moft  of  thofe  who  were  heard  judicially  in  their  own  de- 
fence, anfwered  the  queflion,  "  Whether  they  would  confel's  to  the  Lutheran  or  the 
Catholic  church  ?"  diredly,  "  No,  to  neither  of  them.  "We  beHeve,  but  not  what  our 
countrym.en  believe,  but  keep  ourfelves  merely  to  the  fcriptures."  Many  circumdances, 
with  which  the  reformers  of  the  fixteenth  century  had  no  concern,  occafioncd  a  fort 
of  rebellion  of  men's  underftandings.  Peafants  and  mechanics  became  preachers  in 
their  own  houfes,  or  under  fome  tree  in  a  fequeftered  place.  In  fliort,  we  Jiiult  do 
thefe  people  the  honour  to  fay,  they  were  almoll  entirely  their  own  teachers.  It  was 
when  they  were  obliged  to  feek  foreign  proteftion  from  the  oppreffion  of  their  own 
lords,  and  enter  into  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruflia,  that  they  declared  themfelves  of  a 
fe£l,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Wellphalia,  was  privileged  in  the  eiijpire,  and  they  did  it 
becaufe  no  other  means  could  have  fecured  them  from  .total  oppreffion. 
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The  archbilhop  of  that  time  was  a  good  man,  who  truly  loved  his  fubjeiEts,  and  did 
every  thing  polhble,  according  to  his  judgment,  to  guide  them  in  the  ftraight  path  to- 
haJDpinefs.  He  fent  capmhins  as  miflionaries  into  the  mountains,  whofe  capuchius  and 
beards  however  could  get  no  hold  on  men  whofe  underftandings  were  awakened.  He 
prayed  inceffantly  for  the  converfion  of  his  ftrayed  fheep,  and  fpared  neither  gold  nor 
kind  words  to  recover  them  back  to  heaven.  The  lofs  of  fo  many  fouls  was  far  more 
grievous  to  him  than  the  departore  of  fo  many  poor  from  the  culture  of  his  lands,  and 
the  confequent  diminution  of  his  income. 

His  chancellor,  however,  viewed  things  in  a  quite  different  light.  He  had  calculated 
what  benefits  he  could  derive  to  himfelf  by  the  emigration  of  fo  many  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  iale  ot  fo  many  eftates.  He  made  ufe  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  prince,  on 
this  mofl  plaufible  occafion,  to  fill  his  own  purfe.  He  reprefented  to  him  how  dange- 
rous it  was  for, the  fafety  of  his  yet  right-believing  fubjefts,  to  permit  heretics  to  dwell 
among  them.  Taking  advantage  of  the  following  anfwer  made  by  one  of  the  adherents 
to  the  new  dofirinetoa  neighbour,  who  had  given  him  great  provocation  :  "Stay only 
till  the  King  of  Pruffia's  fix  thoufand  men  draw  near;  wefljall  llrike  all  your  heads  off. 
He  is  another  kind  of  monarch  than  the  archbifliop,  and  he  is  already  on  his  march  to 
us,  &c."  The  patriotic  chancellor  difcovered  high  treafon,  in  a  fpeech  which  was  only 
the  expreffion  of  a  rafh,  unguarded  moment  of  paffion.  By  a  fmgle  word  he  became 
the  aftual  caufe  of  the  retreat  of  about  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  by  which  he  gained 
about  fifty  thoufand,  and  the  archbilhop  loft  one  hundred  thoufand  florins  of  his  yearly 
income.  The  King  of  Prufiia  fent  two  comaiiffaries  here,  who  were  ordered  to  protect 
the  property  of  thofe  who  chofe  to  retire  into  his  territories,  and  brought  out  of  the 
country  the  greateft  part  of  the  gold  which  was  got  by  the  fale  of  the  houfes,  properties, 
and  goods  of  the  refugees. 

There  are  ftill  over  all  the  mountains  many  adherents  to  the  new  doftrine.  I  made 
acquaintance  with  one,  who  is  in  every  refpedt  too  remarkable  not  to  introduce  him  to 
you  alfo.  Some  days  ago  I  vifited  with  another  gentleman  the  fheriff,  or  as  he  is  termed 
here,  the  conftable  of  Werfen,  a  very  polite  and  clear  thinking  man ;  for,  in  the  moll 
reniQte  parts  of  thefe  mountains,  the  information  of  the  people  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tions.    This  excurfion  gave  me  pleafure  in  every  ftep. 

From  the  pafs  of  Lueg,  where  the  great  valley  begins,  the  road  runs  for  two  miles  into 
Werfen,  through  a  narrow  gully,  between  naked  rocks,  which  in  many  places  ftand  like 
heaven*s  high  walls  on  each  fide.  The  fcattered  clumps  of  wood  at  the  foot  of  this 
chain  of  mountains;  the  wild  variety  in  thecourfeof  the  river  Saltz;  the  extraordinary 
incifions,  formation,  and  complexion  of  the  rocks ;  the  marks  of  the  former  height  of 
the  river,  vifibie  many  fathoms  above  its  prefent  bed  ;  the  fingular  flation  of  the  very 
few  habitations  ;  and  the  ftriking  difpofition  of  the  whole,  gives  this  otherwife  folitary 
landfcape  fufiicicnt  attraclions  to  fix  a  traveller's  attention.  The  caftle  of  Werfen  {lands 
by  the  fpot  of  this  name,  where  the  valley  begins  to  widen  remarkably,  upon  a  detached 
rock  of  a  conical  form,  which  rifes  in  the  middle  of  the  gully.  On  one  fide  of  it  there 
is  fcarcely  room  for  the  road,  and  on  the  other,  fcarcely  room  for  the  river.  The  front 
of  the  caflle  commands  a  profpeft  over  the  wide  part  of  the  valley,  which  runs  between 
hills,  part  of  which  are  well  cultivated,  and  part  covered  with  rich  ,woods  ;  and  from 
the  back  you  fee  the  narrow  deep  glen,  through  which  the  traveller  has  come,  the  rocky 
points  of  which  are  Ihii.ing  in  the  fun,  while  in  the  depth  below  perpetual  darknefs  fits 
encamped.  In  the  caftle  many  prifoners  are  confined,  who  are  fometimes  obliged  to 
work  in  ch.iins.  I  was  flruck  peculiarly  v/ith  the  form  and  countenance  of  a  man,  of 
whom  I  had  already  heard  much  reported.      He  has  the  figure  of  a  handfome  elderly 

manj 


'rIESBECK's    travels    through    GE*IMANY.  5  I 

man,  of  fomething  more  than  fixty  years,  who  ftill  preferves  a  fine  ruddy  complexion. 
His  ftrong  long  beard,  and  beautiful  black  hair,  are  here  and  there  mixed  with  grey 
very  thinly  fcattered.  His  carriage  is  as  light,  and  he  holds  himfelf  as  (traight  as  a 
youth  in  his  full  ftrength.  His  forehead,  and  the  whole  formation  of  his  countenance 
is  regular,  and  his  large  blue  fpeaking  eyes,  muft  fix  the  attention  of  any  one  the  lead 
acquainted  with  mankind  upon  him.  An  Inexpreffible  ferenity  of  foul,  and  the  pride  in- 
feparable  from  a  great  character,  are  pictured  in  his  countenance.  I  defired  to  hear 
him  tell  his  hiftory,  and  now  give  it  you  from  his  own  words,  as  nearly  as  I  can. 

"I  have  been  now,"  faid  he,  "twenty-four  years  a  prifoner  Jiere.  I  flill  remember 
the  emigration  of  the  many  thoufands  of  my  countrymen,  in  which,  though  I  was  then 
but  young,  I  took  great  (Concern.  As  I  grew  up,  the  memory  of  this  event  made  the 
ftrongefl:  impreffion  on  me.  The  joy  with  which  fo  many  of  my  neighbours  quitted 
their  native  country,  to  fhun  any  force  on  their  confciences,  and  be  unreftrained  and 
free  in  their  faith,  had  fomething  great  and  affefting  in  it  to  me.  This  made  the  re- 
monftrances  of  my  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  did  not  agree  in  opinion  with  the 
capuchins,  find  an  eafy  accefs  to  my  mind.  I  opened  the  Scriptures,  compared^  the 
dodrine  I  met  with  there  with  the  Pope's,  and  formed  my  own  religion,  the  principles 
of  which  I  did  not  keep  very  fecret,  becaufe  I  believed  them  true.  As  at  that  time  the 
capuchins,  who  wandered  about  the  whole  country  as  miffionaries,  had  fpies  every  where, 
•they,  could  not  fail  but  hear  at  lad  of  fome  affertions  which  efcaped  me  in  the  heat  of 
religious  difputation.  They  inftantly  purfued  and  perfecuted  me  wherever  I  was.  At 
iaft  they  came  into  my  houfe,  and  infilled  on  a  confeffion  of  my  faith.  I  anfwered  ac- 
cording to  my  convI£tion,  and  laid  my  doubts  before  them ;  however  this  did  not  fig  - 
nify.  They  conftantly  went  from  the  point;  it  was  of  no  avail  to  interrogate  them  on 
matters  of  faith  ;  faith  muft  be  implicit,  and  I  muft  deliver  a  confeffion  of  faith.  I  told 
them  it  was  utterly  impoffible  to  believe  what  was  contrary  to  the  conviftion  of  my 
mind ;  but  all  did  not  ferve. 

"  When  I  faw  that  they  could  not  convince  me,  and  that  they  paid  no  regard  to  my 
internal  convidtion,  I  told  them  to  leave  me  in  peace,  and  ftaked  my  honour  and  my  life 
to  them  that  I  would  conceal  my  religious  opinions,  nor  make  any  converts  to  them. 
This  was  in  vain ;  every  day  they  rudely  broke  into  my  houfe,  and  preiTed  me  to  a  con- 
feffion of  faith  which  belied  my  -confcience.  Sir,  I  did  all  that  was  peffible  to  obtain 
peace  from  them,  but  it  was  impoffible.  One  day,  as  I  returned  fatigued  from  the  field, 
and  was  going  to  refrefti  myfelf  with  fome  provifion,  the  capuchins  came  again  riotoufly 
into  my  houfe.  I  had  for  fome  time  before  this  refolved  not  to  fay  a  word  to  them, 
except  good  day  or  good  evening.  As  they  began  their  old  clamour  again,  I  heard 
them  a  long  time  compofed  and  quiet,  and  took  my  fare  with  better  reliffi  the  more 
they  curfed  me.  However,  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  end  of  it,  I  retired  into  a  corner 
behind  the  oven,  to  let  them  rail  as  long  as  they  pleafed.  But  even  there  I  was  not 
fecure;  at  Iaft  I  threw  myfelf  impatiently  on  the  bed,  and  as  one  of  them  approached  me 
even  here,  and  dunned  in  my  ears',  I  turned  my  back  to  him,  but  immediately  there  was 
another  of  them  at  the  other  fide,  who  made  a  ftill  more  horrid  clack  than  his  com- 
.panion.  At  Iaft  1  became  enraged,  and  told  them  I  was  mafter  in  my  own  houfe,  and 
as  they  continued  ftill  to  behave  worfe  and  worfe,  I  fprung  up,  feized  the  firft  thing  I 
£ould  lay  hold  of,  which  I  believe  was  a  broom,  and  beat  them  out  of  my  houfe.  I  was 
now  treated  not  only  as  an  obdurate  heretic,  but  as  a  blafphemer  who  had  laid  facrilegi- 
ous  hands  upon  the  holy  priefts.  They  took  me  prifoner,  and  brought  me  here  in 
chains.  At  firft  I  fuffered  dreadfully.  A  hundred  times  I  faid,  if  they  would  only  con- 
vince me,  I  would  confefis  with  heart  and  foul.     But  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe.     They 
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endeavoured  to  force  me  to  go  into  the  church  to  confefs,  to  reveal  my  opinions  on  re- 
ligion, &c.  I  told  them  I  could  publifli  nothing  further  of  my  religion,  than  that  I  did 
not  believe  what  they  believed.  They  either  would  or  could  not  convince  me,  and  I 
then  became  impatient  to  go  to  the  church,  but  they  told  me  I  could  not  be  permitted, 
unlefs  it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  changing  my  faith  and  confefling  my  errors.  The  incef- 
fant  importunity  of  the  capuchins  for  a  confeffion  of  faith  from  me  w-as  the  molt  infuf- 
fcrable  of  all.  '.All  my  folicitations  to  be  indulged,  and  all  remonftrances  of  the  futility 
of  a  verbal  confeffion  unlefs  the  heart  joined  in  it,  were  of  no  fervice.  At  lafl:  I  re- 
folved  to  behave  like  a  mute  and  hold  no  more  difcourfe  with  them  ;  which  refolution, 
for  eighteen  whole  years,  I  have  literally  pcrfifted  in  ;  a  few  years  ago  they  begun  to 
treat  me  more  kindly,  and  fmce  that  time  I  have  refumed  my  fpeech." 

The  conflable  confirmed  to  us  that  this  extraordinary  man  had  not  uttered  a  fyllable 
for  eighteen  whole  years  ;  and  that  during  that  time  no  one  had  ever  feen  a  cloud  upon 
his  brow,  or  a  feature  of  ill-humour  in  his  countenance.  Whatever  was  enjoined  him 
to  do,  which  did  not  concern  religion,  he  complied  with  calmly  and  always  chearfully. 
A  flight  cail  of  difdain  of  the  people  about  him  is  all  that  has  been  remarked.  When 
one  confiders  that  his  clearnefs  of  head,  his  open  nature  and  good  humour,  mud  very 
naturallv  and  very  ftrongly  difpofe  him  to  fociety  and  the  communication  of  his  fenti- 
ments,  his  voluntary  dumbncfs  muft  appear  aftonifliing.  By  his  good  behaviour  during 
his  captivity,  he  has  induced  the  prince,  who  is  a  great  lover  of  toleration,  to  let  his 
chains  be  taken  off,  and  at  the  requefl  of  the  conflable  a  confiderable  addition  has  been 
made  to  his  daily  allowance.  He  has  gained  fo  much  confidence,  that  they  have  made 
him  a  kind  of  fuperintendant  over  his  fellow  prifoners.  He  has  often  been  fent  entirely 
loofe  and  free  to  work  with  them  at  places  from  whence  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  him 
to  have  efcaped  ;  but  his  charaSer  is  a  better  fecurity  for  his  perfon  than  the  llrongeft 
chains.  He  has  procured  to  himfelf,  without  being  fenfible  of  it  himfelf,  fo  much  refpeft 
from  his  brother  captives,  that  with  a  fingle  word  he  can  keep  them  better  in  awe  than  the 
jailor  with  his  ftaff.  Nature  has  fecured  to  him  a  fuperiority  over  the  muhitude  of  man- 
kind, although  fhe  bred  him  in  a  cottage.  His  leifure  hours  are  at  prefent  employed  in 
teaching  a  young  incendiary,  who  has  lain  for  fome  years  in  prifon,  in  chains,  for  wick- 
edly fetting  fire  to  his  father's  houfe,  to  read  and  to  write,  without  however  inftilling  into 
him  any  of  his  religious  opinions.  Thefe  he  preferves  fo  fecret  at  prefent,  that  I  could 
not  with  the  moft  confidential  entreaties,  and  all  my  prayers  and  petitions,  obtain  any 
difclofure  from  him.  All  he  anfwered  was,  "  I  do  not  believe  what  the  capuchins  be- 
lieve, and  want  nothing  but  a  bible  to  lead  a  contented  life."  Some  years  ago  his  wife 
was  permitted  to  fee  him  ;  but,  without  fliewing  the  fmallefl:  defire  to  enjoy  her,  after 
ferae  warm  and  kind  exhortations  for  her  welfare,  he  difinilfed  her.  A  bible,  after 
■which  his  foul  thirfts  fo  ardently,  they  are  backward  to  allow  him,  becaufe  they  are  un- 
■willinrr  to  add  any  more  flame  to  his  enthufiafm.  All  the  Saltzburg  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, m  whofe  company  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing  him,  difcovered  the  highefl  refpeft 
for  him  ;  but  they  were  all  unanimous  in  declaring  that  it  had  not  been  very  political 
conduct  to  become  a  martyr  for  fo  fmall  a  matter  as  was  demanded  of  him. 

The  country  people  here  are  uncommonly  lively  and  gay.  The  young  women  of 
thefe  fequefl:ered  corners  of  our  continent  all  frefli  as  rofes,  and  lively  as  the  roe,  yet 
underfl:and  the  art  of  coquetry  as  well  as  our  Parifian  dames,  only  the  allurements  which 
they  difplay  for  conquefh  are  more  natural.  They  know  how  to  employ  the  ornamental 
parts  of  d/efs  to  the  bell  advantage.  If  they  are  difpofed  to  make  a  lover  happy,  neither 
the  fhame  of  an  illegitimate  birth,  nor  the  fear  of  being  obliged  to  maintain  a  child,  is 
of  any  confideration.     Cuftom  fets  them  above  the  firit,  and  the  eale  of  maintaining  r. 
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child  makes  them  difrcgard  the  other.  The  punifhment  which  they  Incur  for  fuch  a 
faux-pas  is  hardly  worth  mentioning.  Murder  of  infants  is  extremely  uncommon  here; 
without  conilraint,  without  referve,  they  all  yield  to  the  impulfes  of  nature.  The  young 
girls  kifs  and  Ihake  hands,  in  the  open  cluirch  on  Sundays,  with  thofe  they  love.  On 
a  nightly  vifit,  however,  the  lover  is  rather  in  a  hard  fituation  ;  for  however  unfriendly 
the  weather  may  be,  the  window  or  door  is  not  opened  to  him,  until  a  certain  watch- 
word is  given,  which  confilts  commonly  of  long  rhymes,  in  which  he  is  obliged  to  ex- 
prefs,  in  a  myfterious  manner,  his  fufferings  and  fmart.  This  cuftom  is  very  old,  and  in 
many  of  the  remote  parts  of  the  mountains  facred  and  inviolable.  Nor  can  the  con- 
nexion betvveen  the  parties,  however  long  or  however  clofe,  enable  them  to  difper/e 
with  it.  A  young  peafant  very  feldom  forfakes  his  girl,  particularly  when,  after  having 
two  or  three  children  by  her,  he  can  marry  her. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountains  are  fo  contented  wiih  their  flate,  that  they  con- 
fider  their  country  as  a  kind  of  Paradife.  Thofe  who  Uve  in  Dintner  Valley,  a  fright- 
ful gap  between  naked  rocks,  through  which  the  river  Dintner  runs,  have  a  faying, 
"  When  any  one  falls  from  heaven  he  mull  fall  into  Dintner  Valley."  Which  "^is 
as  much  as  to  fay  this  valley  is  the  fecond  heaven.  For  a  long  time  I  could  not  ex- 
plain why  the  good  people  entertained  fuch  a  high  opinion  of  a  deep  glen,  where  often 
for  weeks  together  it  fnows  fo  much  that  one  can  neither  come  out  nor  go  in,  and 
which  forms  fo  linking  a  contraft  with  many  neighbouring  and  very  attracling  diftricts.. 
I  confidered  it  at  firft  as  irony,  but  I  learnt  at  laft  that  it  was  meant  entirely  in  earnelfy 
and  that  the  unlimited  freedom  which  ihe  inhabitants  of  this  extraordinary  Paradife  en- 
joy, had  given  rife  to  this  high  hyperbole.  They  confift  folely  of  fliepherds,  miners^ 
and  iron  melters,  who  are  entirely  free  from  taxes,  and  on  account  of  their  fmall  .pay- 
ments to  the  government  and  their  remotenefs  of  fituation,  are  Ihtle  taken  notice  of  by 
their  fuperiors.  The  taxes  paidj  in  general,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  very 
moderate,  and  the  freedom  from  the  extortions  under  which  the  reft  of  Germany  groans,, 
contributes,  no  doubt,  greatly  to  the  good  humour  of  the  people.  Till  within  a  fliorC 
time,  eftates  were  taxed  in  proportion  to  their  value,  the  beginning  of  this  century,, 
which,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  bears  no  proportion  to  the  prefent  price  of  things.  The 
attempt  the  prefent  fovereign  has  been  making  to  raife  a  more  equitable  tax,  has  occa- 
fioned  fome  murmur :  there,  howevei-,  he  is  not  fo  much  to  blame,  as  his  income  is- 
proportioaably  much  fmaller  than  that  of  the  other  German  princes  ;  and  what  he  has 
done,  has  not  only  the  fandioa  of  the  dates  of  the  country,  but  is  guaranteed  by  them^^ 
fo  that  the  people  have  no  caufe  to  fear  a  farther  rife ;  but  what  makes  him  unpopular, 
is  his  exceflive  love  of  hunting,  which  has  occafioned  fome  afl:s  of  oppreiTive  power,  for 
which  after  all,  his  fervants  and  minifters  may  be  more  to  blame  than  himfelf..  In  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  country,  the  farmers  aire  prohibited  from  driving  their  llieep  to  certain 
paftures  bordering  upon  woods,  left  the  game  in  thefe  fliould  be  deprived  of  fuftenance. 
This,  to  a  people  who,  as  I  told  you  before,  make  all  the  woollen  cloth  they  wear  from 
the  flieerings  of  their  own  fheep,  mult  appear  an  intolerable  hardfhip.  Prohibitions  of 
this  kind  muft  alfo  be  attended  with  very  bad  effedls  'of  another  fort.  The  peafants  of 
this  country  are  very  averfe  to  all  kinds  of  innovation  ;  there  have  been  inftances  of 
their  declaring  fomewhat  loudly,  that  they  would  put  themfelves  on  the  fame  footin<y 
with  the  Swifs ;  and  yet  when  their  prince  dies  of  old  age,  they  fliew  an  uncommon  af- 
fection for  him.  O  that  princes  knew  how  to  fet  a  due  value  on  the  affections  of  their 
fellow-creatures ! 

Many  of  the  peafants  of  this  country  ftill  wear  long  beards,  and  go  with  their  heads 
uncovered,  and  their  brealts  open,  at  all  times  of  the  year.     As  they  are  extremely 
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hairy,  and  very  much  fun-burnt,  this  gives  them  a  very  formidable  appearance  at  fome 
diflance,  but  when  you  come  near  them,  their  friendly  looks,  and  appearance  of  inte- 
grity, recommend  them  very  ftrongly.  They  are  courageous  and  ftrong,  and  would  no 
doubt  make  a  flout  (land  in  defence  of  their  own  country ;  but  out  of  it,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  bed  officers,  they  da  not  make  good  foldiers.  Like  all  its  inhabitants 
of  mountains,  they  do  not  bear  climate  well.  Befides  this,  the  peculiarity  of  diet  which 
they  have  been  ufed  to  from  their  youth,  and  are  obliged  to  give  up  in  the  field,  makes 
them  unfit  for  fervice.  By  good  fortune  their  fovereign  has  little  concern  in  keeping  up 
the  balance  of  Europe.  In  general,  they  are  much  more  civil  than  the  Swifs,  and  by 
'HO  means  fo  thirfly  of  gain  as  thefe  are,  who,  however  hoftile  they  may  be  to  paying 
taxes  themfelves,  never  fail  to  lay  ftrangers  under  very  fevere  ones.  I  have  feveral 
times  been  fiiewn  my  way,  and  received  other  fmall  fervices  from  thefe  people,  without 
being  able  to  make  them  take  any  thing  for  their  trouble. —  Fare  ye  well. 

LETTER  XVL 

Saltzburg. 
IN  Pilati's  Journey  through  different  parts  of  Europe,  I  remember  to  have  read  an 
anecdote,  intended  to  paint  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  Saltzburghers.  —  It  is  indeed  very 
true,  that  perfons  of  all  ranks  are  obliged  to  kneel  down  in  the  ftreets,  when  the  hoft 
paiTes  by,  a  ceremony  made  particularly  diftreffing,  by  the  peculiar  brutality  of  the  Sa- 
criftans  of  the  place.  I  have  likevvife  heard  fome  good  hearted  girls  lament,  with  a 
mofl  ferious  tone  of  compaflion,  that  fome  friends  of  mine,  who  have  been  here  a  few 
days,  are  proteftants.  Except  however  the  kneeling  to-the  facrainent,  which  every  man 
may  eafdy  prevent,  as  the  bell  is  heard  at  a  great  diftance,  I  do  not  fee  what  a  proteftant 
has  to  be  apprehenfive  of.  There  are  many  companies  in  every  rank  of  life,  into  which 
a  ftranger  may  be  admitted,  let  his  religion  be  what  it  will.  Money  and  good  words 
will  procure  you  meat,  in  niofl:  of  the  inns,  on  fafl:  days  ;  and  the  people,  who,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  places,  mimic  the  manners  of  their  fuperiors,  have  loft  much  of  the  fero- 
cious and  intolerant  fpirit  they  had  contracted  under  a  bigoted  prince. 

There  is  very  good  company  to  be  met  with  amongfl  the  nobility,  particularly  amongfl: 
the  canons,  feveral  of  whom  are  diftinguifhed  for  knowledge  of  various  kinds.  The 
prefent  metropolitan,  who  is  brother  to  the  well  known  Count  Firmian,  the  governor 
of  Milan,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  beft  Italian,  French,  German,  and  Englifh  writers. 
He  has  almoft  a  compleat  coUedion  of  the  latter  in  his  well  chofen  library.  He  is  a 
moft  amiable  man,  and  makes  the  beft  ufe  of  his  benefices,  which  bring  him  an  income 
of  205OO0  guilders,  or  2000  pounds  a  year.  The  high  fteward,  who  is  another  brother 
of  the  governor's,  is  a  great  lover  of  painting,  and  a  deep  connoifTeur  in  it.  His  fine 
colledion  of  the  portraits  of  artifts,  moft  of  which  are  painted  by  himfelf,  is  hardly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Florence.  The  fhock  this  gentleman  lately  felt  from  one  of  the  feverefl 
affliftions  which  can  ftrike  a  father's  heart,  has  weakened  the  powers  of  his  foul,  and 
fpread  a  cloud  over  the  not  to  be  defcribed  and  almoft  infantine  goodnefs,  that  beams 
upon  his  countenance.  He  had  an  eldeft  fon,  the  hopes  of  the  family,  and  a  very  pro- 
mifing  young  man,  who  was  already  dean  of  PafTau,  and  bade  fair  to  be  a  bifhop,  if  not 
archbifhop  of  Saltzburg.  His  father  made  him  a  vifit,  and  took  him  out  a  hunting. 
They  were  on  different  fides  of  the  hedge,  when  unluckily  the  father  gave  fire,  and  fhot 
the  fon  through  the  heart.  As  foon  as  he  had  done  it,  he  fprung  through  the  hedge 
like  a  madman,  tore  his  hair,  and  wallowed  in  the  fnow.  They  were  obliged  to  tear 
_liim  away  from  the  place  by  force.     Count  Woltfegg,  another  of  the  canons,  has  taken 
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a  journey  through  France,  purpofely  with  a  view  of  becoming  acquainted  with  our  ma- 
nufa<ftures.  This  gentleman  is  well  known  to  our  beft  artifts,  but  his  particular  pafllon 
is  botany,  in  which  he  is  very  excellent.  The  groom  of  the  ftole,  Count  Kuenburg,  is 
a  very  fenfible  man,  extremely  pleafant,  witty,  and  fociable.  His  library,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  which  he  has  not  confulted  the  Index  librorum  prohibitonim,  contains  all  our  beft 
authors.  The  Bifliop  of  Chienfee,  the  Count  of  Tieb,  and  feveral  more  of  the  high  no- 
bility are  refpeftabie,  both  on  account  of  their  knowledge  and  virtues.  The  upper 
nobility  of  the  place  is  made  up  chiefly  of  Auftrian  families,  who  diftinguilh  themfelves 
by  their  affability,  their  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  their  manners,  from  the  flupidly 
proud  Bavarian  and  Suabian  barons.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lefler  nobility,  the  fwarm 
of  little  court  gentry,  render  themfelves  ridiculous  by  their  pitiable  lull  afrer  titles,  and 
their  wretched  pride.  You  mufl  here  vifit  about  a  hundred  Gnadige  herrn  *,  who  live 
upon  three  or  four  hundred  florins  a  year,  which  they  receive  from  the  court,  but  whom 
you  cannot  offend  more  than  by  calling  them  plain  Sir,  or  their  wives  plain  Madam.  A 
man  who  lives  here  mufl:  accuflom  himfelf  to  put  mGnadige  herrn  at  every  third  word, 
unlefs  he  choofes  to  pafs  for  ill-bred.  Such,  however,  is  the  aftonifhing  poverty  of  this 
clafs  of  people,  that  you  vifit  feveral  Gnadige  herrn,  who  take  up  with  houfekeepers 
places,  or  the  office  of  fiftcrs  in  the  hofpitals.  They  all  complain  that  the  court  doth 
not  give  them  enough  to  live  according  to  their  rank;  but  unluckily,  I  have  never  been 
able  to  find  out  what  their  rank  is,  Mofl:  of  them  have  neither  ellates nor  money;  but 
they  would  look  upon  it  as  a  great  degradation  to  fuffer  their  children  to  be  brought  up 
to  any  trade  or  bufinefs.  The  court  is  therefore  compelled  to  make  their  appointments 
as  flender  as  pofTible,  that  It  may  be  able  to  keep  them  from  flarving ;  though  above 
two-thirds  of  them  are  fuperfluouG  fervants.  Their  rank,  therefore,  fecms  to  depend  on 
the  pleafure  of  the  court  to  feed  a  great  number  of  ufelefs  fervants,  and  on  their  impu- 
dent confidence  in  that  pleafure.  Once,  however,  give  them  their  right  titles,  and  you 
will  find  them  the  befl:  people  in  the  world.  Many  of  them  amufe  themfelves  with 
French  and  German  literature,  particularly  with  all  that  relates  to  the  flage.  The  rage 
for  the  theatre  is  as  violent  here  as  it  is  at  Munich  ;  and  they  look  for  the  coming  of  a 
company  of  flrollers,  with  as  much  eagernefs  as  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia  look  for  the 
return  of  fpring.  A  French  engineer,  in  the  prince's  fervice,  has  built  them  a  pretty 
theatre.  It  is  adorned  with  columns,  which  fupport  nothing  but  a  black  board  before 
the  curtain,  with  the  ai'ms  of  jhe  prince  on  it..  Upon  the  whole,  knowledge  feems  to  be 
more  diffufed  here  than  it  is  at  Munich.  Though  the  governor  is  aii  ecclefiaflic,  there 
are  not  near  fo  many  cloiflers,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  two  places,  as  in  Bava- 
ria ;  and  the  ecclefiaftics  of  this  place  are  very  advantageoufly  diftinguifhed  from  the 
others,  by  good  manners,  humility,  an  endeavour  to  live  up  to  their  characler,  and  other 
virtues.  Government  is  likewife  much  better  underftood  here  than  it  is  at  Munich. 
Too  much  cannot  be  faid  of  the  head  of  the  prefent  prince,  but  of  his  heart  —  I  know 
nothing.  He  knows  that  he  is  not  beloved  by  the  Saltzburghers,  and  for  that  reafon 
neglefts  them,  and  fhuts  himfelf  up.  I  believe  the  complaints  made  of  him  to  be  much 
too  violent.  They  accufe  him  of  fending  above  300,000  florins  to  his  family  at  Vienna 
every  year,  and  part  of  the  ftates  of  the  city,  that  is,  almoft  all  the  chapter  of  the  cathe- 
dral, have  brought  aftions  againft  him,  in  the  imperial  court  of  Vienna,  for  taking  the 
ready  money  out  of  the  cheft,  and  filling  it  with  paper,  which  they  cannot  change  into 
calh.  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  charge  made  by  this  refpeclable  chapter  may  be  well 
grounded;  but  it  is  certain,  that  he  has  difplayed  an  uncommon  depth  of  acutei^efs  and 
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penetration,  in  his  defence  of  himfelf.  Several  of  the  prefent  canons  were  hoftile  to  him, 
from  his  firfl  coming  to  the  archbifliopric,  which  they  had  entertaijied  hopes  of  themfelves, 
and  which  was  procured  for  him  by  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Suppofmg  him,  however,  to 
rob  the  country  of  part  of  its  property,  it  is  certain  that  he  difpofes  of  the  reft  to  the  befl 
advantage.  He  has  founded  feveral  good  feminaries  of  education.  He  is  not  at  all  par- 
tial to  his  own  order,  as  appears  from  his  having  taken  away  at  a  ftroke  ico,ooo  florins 
from  the  Auguftinian  monks.  One  half  of  this  he  put  in  his  own  pocket,  the  other 
half  he  has  given  to  the  public.  As  in  every  thing  elfe,  fo  alfo  in  his  paffion  for  hunt- 
ing, the  only  paflion  he  has,  he  is  extremely  parfimonious.  A  batallion  of  the  fineft 
fokliers  I  have  hitherto  beheld,  difciplined  in  the  Auftrian  manner,  and  tlie  officers  of 
which  are  attached  to  him,  fecures  him  from  all  accidents. 

Every  thing  here  breathes  the  air  of  pleafure  and  joy.  'fhey  eat,  drink,  laugh,  dance, 
fing,  and  gamble  in  the  extreme ;  nor  have  I  yet  feen  a  place  where  you  may  have  fo 
■many  dift'erent  pleafures  for  fo  little  money.  They  converfe  here  upon  religious  and 
political  topics  with  a  freedom  that  does  honour  to  the  place ;  and  with  regard  to  books, 
you  may  have  almoft  every  thing  which  the  German  preffes  produce,  without  any 
rellraint.  One  of  the  reforts  of  pleafure  is  the  garden  of  Hellbron,  belonging  to  th; 
prince,  which  is  about  three  miles  off,  and  where  they  fell  beer  and  wine.  The  moll 
remarkable  thing,  except  feme  very  fine  marble  ftatues,  is  a  very  large  park,  in  the  midft 
of  which  is  a  hill. 

The  univerfity  of  this  place  is  kept  up  by  the  congregation  of  Benediftines,  who  fup- 
ply  it  with  profeffors.  As  having  ftudied  here  is  a  kind  of  requifite  for  preferment  to 
the  fubjeds  of  the  Suabian  prelates  of  the  empire,  it  is  a  place  of  great  refort  for  thefe  ; 
but  there  are  few  ftudents  befides  thefe  and  the  natives,  though  the  chairs  are  filled  with 
able  men.  The  funds  of  the  univerfity  are  indeed  too  fmall  to  make  it  pofTible  for  all 
the  objefts,  which  the  literature  of  the  prefent  day  embraces,  to  be  properly  taken  care 
of.     They  do  not  amount  in  all  to  above  5000  florins,  or  500I.  per  annum, 

I  do  not  know  what  to  fay  about  the  national  pride,  for  which  thefe  people  are  fo 
much  cenfured.  With  regard  to  myfelf,  I  refpeft  whatever  at  aU  contributes  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  how  fmall  and  infignificant  foever  it  may  appear.  How  wretched 
fhould  we  be  if  we  were  to  be  robbed  of  the  pleafant  play  of  our  fancies  !  The  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country  are  extremely  angry  if  you  call  them  Bavarians.  I  had  conceived 
to  myfelf,  that  as  their  country  is  within  that  circle,  they  were  as  true  Bavarians  as  the 
Wirtembergers  are  Suabians  ;  but  I  was  told  that  the  comparifon  with  the  Suabians  did 
not  hold,  for  that  no  particular  part  of  Suabia  is  properly  called  Suabia ;  whereas  the 
circle  of  Bavaria,  taking  its  name  from  the  dukedom  which  conftitutes  the  greateli  part 
of  it,  might  as  well  have  been  called  the  circle  of  Saltzburg.  All  I  can  make  out 
clearly  from  this  is  that  the  Saltzburgliers  will  have  nothing  to  do  \^'ith  the  Bavarians, 
whom  they  confider  as  infinitely  inferior  to  them.  Indeed  it  is  true  that  there  is  a  little 
more  tafte,  a  little  more  fcavoi re  vivrc,  and  a  little  lefs  bigotry  in  this  place  than  in  Ba- 
varia ;  but  the  rating  themfelves  fo  exceflively  high,  and.  degrading  the  Bavarians  be- 
low the  rank  of  wild  beafts,  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  good-  fairy  Phantafy.  At  leaft 
the  gentlemen  and  ladies  ought  to  remember  that  if  the  horizon  is  a  little  clearer  here 
at  prefent  than  it  is  all  around  them,  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  prefent  archbifliop,  who, 
with  his  holy  rod,  has  difpelled  the  magic  darknefsof  fuperfiitionin  his  domains.  Are- 
volution  of  the  fame  kind  may  raife  the  Bavarians  much  ,above  what  they  now  are  in  a 
Ihort  time.  Indeed  there  are  ftill  fyniptoms  enough. here  of  the  darkneis  which  totally 
overfpread  the  place  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  The  prifons  allotted  to  ecclefiaftios 
have  in  them  a  priefi,  who,  fome  time  fince,  in  order' to  imprefs  his  parifli  with  a  greater 
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fiatred  of  fin,  and  a  greater  fear  of  the  devil,  drefled  up  the  fchool-maRer  of  the  place 
like  Beelzebub,  and  in  the  midfl:  of  fervice  called  him  up  from  a  hiding-place  he  had 
provided  for  him,  to  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth. 

This  country  is  fingularly  intercfling  to  a  botanift,  or  mineralogid  ;  but  having  the 
misfortune,  unluckily,  to  be  very  little  knovvnj  the  difcovery  of  the  treafures  contained 
in  it  is  referved  for  futurity,  when  either  a  man  of  genius  fliall  addift  himfelf  to  thele 
purfuits,  or  the  fwarm  of  idle  travellers  who  hover  like  cock-chafers  alternately  about 
the  Appenines,  the  Alps,  Etna,  and  the  Pyreneans,  fliall  at  length  for  once  take  theif 
flight  to  thefe  parts,  and  by  their  cry  excite  fome  foreign  genius  to  the  talk.  The  Zil* 
lerthal  is  particularly  rich  in  different  forts  of  variegated  ftones,  and  in  many  parts  of  the 
hills  you  meet  with  very  fcarce  European  plants.  In  fine  there  is  room  for  weaving 
many  an  hypothefis  on  the  plants  of  the  hills,  on  the  work  and  produftion  of  the  waters 
in  them,  and  on  the  revolutions  of  nature  that  may  ftill  be  expcfted. 

Before  I  difmifs  you  I  mult  give  you  fome  account  of  a  marquifate  in  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  which  hardly  a  geographer  amongft  us  is  acquainted  with  the  exigence  of.  It 
is  the  marquifate  of  Bercbtolfgackn,  of  which  there  is  a  fine  view  from  the  top  of  the 
Unterberge,  which  is  its  limit  to  the  north.  It  confifls  of  a  fmall  narrow  vale,  encom- 
paffed  around  with  rocks,  and  hardly  contains  three  thoufand  fouls.  The  place  is  bro- 
ken by  fome  lakes,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  hills  is  covered  with  deep  woods.  A  few*- 
days  ago,  we  had  an  excellent  dinner  in  one  of  the  large  iflands  of  the  lake,  made  up 
of  filh  we  had  caught  in  it,  fome  exquifite  venifon,  and  Tyrol  wine. — Mark,  that 
there  is  no  deficiency  of  cooks  in  the  mofl:  diftant  and  fequeftered  nooks  of  this  country. 

The  nature  of  this  country  being  favolirable  neither  to  agriculture  nor  pafture,  the 
inhabitants  have  given  themfelves  to  works  of  art,  which  fail  mankind  in  no  part  of  the 
earth,  and  are  mighty  and  powerful  enough  to  turn  the  hardeft  ftones  into  bread.  It  is 
in  thefe  remote  vallies  that  they  nuke  the  greateft  part  of  the  toys  with  which  Nurenberg 
and  Augfburg  carry  on  fo  confiderable  a  trade.  The  horfes  with  fpurs,  little  rafps, 
cuckows,  wooden  mannakins,  rats,  and  mice,  and  all  the  play-things  for  little  children; 
alfo  the  crucifixes,  draw  quadrille  boxes,  powder  and  pomatum  boxes,  and  all  the  play- 
things for  great  children  j  in  a  word,  the  greater  part  of  the  articles  which  go  amongft 
us  under  the  name  of  German  toys,  come  out  of  thisgulph.  It  is  a  pretty  fight  enough 
to  behold  tv.o  or  three  families  gathered  together  in  a  hut,  and  to  fee  the  great  plump 
hands  of  the  farmers  occupied  in  giving  a  finilh  to  the  fmallefl:  articles.  There  is  occu- 
pation for  the  grey-headed,  as  well  as  for  prattling  infancy.  The  very  fmall  price  for 
which  the  makers  part  with  thefe  commodities,  makes  it  impoffible  for  them  to  accu- 
mulate riches  ;  but  they  have  enough,  and  are  happy  with  it.  Thefe  good  people  Httle 
think  that  their  produdions  are  brought  to  us,  and  that  the  Spaniards  drive  a  very  pro- 
fitable trade  with  them  in  both  the  Indies.  A  fmall  part  of  thefe  people  alfo  occupy 
themfelves  in  fait  making  •,  but  as  it  muft  all  be  carried  through  Bavaria,  which  abounds 
in  the  commodity,  they  part  with  it  for  a  fong.  In  this  article  they  fuffer  much  from  a 
powerful  neighbour  on  the  Saltzburg  fide  ;  for  Saltzburg  has  extended  its  fait  mines  far 
beyond  the  limits  that  part  the  two  countries  j  and  though  the  marquis  has  made  feveral 
remonftrances,  no  body  has  attended  to  his  complaints. 

Befides  this  country,  the  marquis  of  Beriochfgalden  poflelfes  fome  eflates  in  Aufiria 
and  Bavaria ;  the  value  of  which  altogether  may  amount  to  about  60,000  guilders  per 
annum ;  but  the  diflipation  of  former  marquiffes  has  occafioned  the  coatradion  of  a 
large  debt. 

VOL.  VI.  \  LETTER. 
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LETTER  XVIT. 

Fajfaiu, 
T  SAILED  hither  from  Saltzburg,  on  the  Saltza  and  Inn.  Water  journies  have  great 
allurements  for  me,  from  the  variety  of  company  one  generally  meets  with  in  them. 
The  veflel  was  very  full  as  far  as  Burghaufen.  Here  a  great  part  of  my  companions  got 
out  to  go  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  neighbounng  Ottingen.  The  pilgrims  confifted  of  a 
great  number  of  young  perfons  of  both  fexes,  who  feemed  to  have  far  other  purpofes 
than  thofe  of  expiating  their  old  offences.  As  we  fpent  the  night  together  at  the  inn  at 
Burghaufen,  I  had  opportunity  enough  to  fee  that  there  would  be  a  great  weight  added 
to  the  former  load. 

There  flill  remained  company  enough  on  board  for  my  entertainment.  I  met  with  no 
great  entertainment  from  fome  Auftrian  recruits,  and  fome  ftudents  who  were  going 
away  for  the  vacation  ;  but  ?l  gnadige  frau* ,  from  Saltzburg,  who  was  going  to  Vienna, 
with  a  view  of  getting  into  a  cook's  or  chambermaid's  place,  which  her  rank  did  not 
fuffer  hertoacceptof  in  her  own  country,  made  up  to  me,  and  was  very  good  company. 
This  good  girl  fo  entirely  won  my  heart  by  her  ingenuity,  her  tafte,  her  good  heart,  and 
her  variety  of  knowledge,  that  I  defired  flie  would  call  upon  rae  at  Vienna,  and  let  me 
know  in  what  I  could  ferve  her.  A  young  woman,  who  leaves  home  for  the  firft  time, 
mufl:  feel  herfelf  fadly  diftrefled  in  the  midft  of  a  large  city. 

We  paffed  the  boundaries  that  part  Auflria  and  Bavaria.  The  fmall  part  of  Bavaria 
to  our  right,  which  has  lately  come  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  Auflrians,  does  not  make 
more  than  thirty-eight  German  miles,  and  hardly  contains  fixty  thoufand  men.  The  re- 
venue it  furnilhes  is  about  18,000  rix-doUars,  fo  that  it  hardly  feems  worth  the  eighth 
part  of  the  expence  which  Auflria  has  been  at  in  the  attempt  to  gain  it.  The  views,  how- 
ever, which  this  court  had  in  this  undertaking,  are  far  more  extenfive  than  was  thought 
by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  where  the  whole  was  confidered  as  a  difpute  about  a  nutfheil. 
This  is  not  the  firft  time  that  the  King  of  PrufTia  has  been  obliged  to  apprife  our  wife 
minifler  of  the  confequences  which  the  fleps  of  certain  courts  would  draw  after  them, 
confequences  which  would  otherwife  certainly  have  been  overlooked.  When  the  Court 
of  Auftria  found  the  King  of  Pruflia  as  formidable  an  adverfary  with  his  pen  as  with  his 
fword,  and  were  compelled  by  the  light  given  to  Ruffia,  to  have  recourfe  to  negociation, 
they  pretended  that  they  wanted  to  make  the  Inn  under  WafTenburg  the  limit  betwixt 
Bavaria  and  their  dominions,  and  from  thence  to  penetrate  into  Bohemia  by  the  Ifer, 
the  Danube,  and  the  Upper  Palatinate ;.  and  in  return  for  this  they  propofed  to  cede 
fome  of  their  poflefEons  in  Suabia,  to  the  Court  of  Munich.  Our  minifter  the  Baron 
de  Breteuil  would  gladly  have  confented  to  this  exchange;  but  the  accurate  knowledge 
which  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  of  the  advantages  and  fituation  of  thefe  countries,  enabled 
him  to  open  the  eyes  of  our  court  and  of  Ruffia.  He  fhewed  them  that  Auftrian  Suabia 
could  be  no  equivalent  for  a  great  part  of  Bavaria,  becaufe  the  income  which  the  Auf- 
trian country  yielded  was  already  the  highefl  that  could  be  got  from  it ;  whereas  the 
lands  in  Bavaria,  confidering  the  bad  cultivation  of  them  at  that  time,  might  eafily  be 
made  capable  of  producing  much  more  than  what  they  were  eflimated  at.  He  fhewed 
ihem  that  Auftria  would  be  a  confiderable  gainer  by  the  e^hange,  which  would  feffedtu- 
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ally  put  it  in  poffelTion  of  Bavaria,  by  giving  it  the  (alt-pits  at  Reichefliall,  and  the  trade 
for  the  Sahzburg  fahs ;  that  by  this  means  it  would  not  only  poffcfs  itfelf  of  the  remain- 
der  of  Bavaria,  but  render  Suabia,  and  a  great  part  of  Switzerland  dependant  on  it  for 
a  very  important  commodity  ;  that  Saltzburg  and  Pafl'au  would,  in  fad,  though  not  in 
appearance,  become  dependant  on  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and  that  finally  the  Palatinate 
retrained  as  it  already  is  by  the  pofTefllons  of  Auftria  on  all  fides  of  it,  would  have  no 
power  at  all,  and  be  entirely  unable  to  make  any  efforts  whatever. 

Thefe  reprefentations  were  attended  with  fuch  eflecl,  that  the  Emperor  was  obliged 
to  put  off  the  making  bis  German  dominions  fquare,  to  a  more  favourable  opportunity,  I 
am  of  opinion,  however,  that  fooner  or  later  Bavaria  mufl  bow  to  the  Auftrian  yoke, 
however  reludant  it  may  be  to  the  operation.  As  a  citizen  of  the  world,  and  a  friend 
to  mankind,  who,  when  the  fate  of  a  large  country  is  at  flake,  always  confider  more  the 
advantage  of  my  fellow  creatures  than  any  other  circumftance  whatever,  ]  wifli  that  this 
alteration  may  foon  take  place.  A  much  better  government  than  they  at  prefent  have, 
or  are  likely  to  poffefs  whilft  they  remain  a  feparate  people,  would  not  put  the  Bavarians 
in  pofleflion  of  the  advantages  they  may  exped  from  the  uniting  with  Auftria ;  the  na- 
tural confequences  of  which  will  be  certain  peace,  a  much  more  extenfive  outlet  for  all 
their  country  produces,  and  the  enjoyment  of  many  things  which  Providence  has  denied 
to  them,  but  beftovved  plentifully  upon  Auilria.  Now,  if  you  add  to  all  thefe  perma- 
nent and  perpetual  blelfmgs,  the  prefent  good  to  be  expefted  from  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment adopted  by  the  family  which  now  fits  on  the  Imperial  throne,  the  well  wifliers 
of  Bavaria  cannot  help  hoping  to  fee  the  pretenfions  of  that  court  enforced  by  a 
mightier  arm. 

Paflau  is  a  very  miferable,  and  thofe  parts  only  excepted  which  lie  about  the  Danube, 
and  near  the  refidence  of  the  Prince,  a  very  ill  built  town.  It  relies  for  fubfiftence  on 
the  court,  (the  income  of  which  is  eftimated  at  about  220,000  florins,  or  22,oool.)and 
on  the  canons,  whofe  benefices  are  fome  of  the  fattefl  in  all  Germany.  A  ftall  here  is 
fuppofed  to  be  worth  more  than  3000  florins  per  annum  ;  whereas  thofe  of  Saltzburg 
are  not  worth  more  that  2600.  But  befides  this,  it  is  to  be  confidered  that  almoft  every 
canon  poffeffes  two,  three,  or  four  prebends,  and  is  a  member  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Chapters  of  Saltzburg,  Augfburg,  Ratifbon,  and  other  places  ;  fo  that  there  are  few 
canons  in  Germany  whofe  incomes  are  not  more  than  5000  florins  per  annum.  The 
inhabitants  of  thefe  feveral  holy  cities  are  all  much  alike,  as  drinking  and  wenchino-  are 
their  great  occupations  ;  and  the  poverty  and  good  humour,  which  feldom  forfake  thofe 
who  are  thus  addidled,  render  them  affable,  obfequious,  and  humble.  The  cathedral  is 
a  fine  Gothic  building,  which  well  defervcs  to  be  feen.  The  jurifdiftion  of  the  Bifliop, 
who  is  dependant  only  on  the  Pope,  extends  almofl  to  Vienna,  but  his  authority  in  Auf- 
tria is  already  very  much  limited.  -  In  time  it  will  be>;onfined  to  his  own  doors,  as  the 
Imperial  Court  (to  judge  by  what  it  has  already  done  on  the  fide  of  Venice)  feems  de- 
termined to  render  its  territory  as  independent  as  may  be,  of  all  foreign  fpiritual  iurif- 
diclion.  There  are  fine  china  manfadtures  and  potteries  in  this  country ;  the  produce 
of  the  former  is  carried  as  far  as  the  Rhine. 

Some  writers  upon  Switzerland  have  contended  that  the  Danube  rifes  in  this  coun- 
try, and  not  in  Suabia.  Their  principal  reafon  for  faying  fo  is,  that  where  the  Inn 
joins  the  Danube  at  this  place,  the  firft  of  thefe  two  flreams  has  a  greater  body  of  water 
than  the  other.  Suppofe  for  a  moment  the  fad  to  be  true,  ftill  it  would  be  a  difpute  of 
words;  for  who  will  refufe  the  public  the  privilege  of  calling  a  river  by  whatever  name 
it  pleafes  ?  Let  it  be  called  what  it  will  at  its  fource,  the  river  Brege  in  the  Black  Foreft, 
which  when  it  meets  the  Danube  is  certainly  much  the  largeft  of  the  two,  is  neverthclefs 
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obliged  to  give  up  its  name  to  it : — but  the  very  plea  on  which  the  Swifs  ground  their 
pretenfions  is  only  a  deception.  It  is  impoffible  to  take  a  very  fmall  part  of  any  river 
iVom  a  given  place  for  the  full  meafure  of  its  greatnefs.  The  difference  of  foil  in  the 
bed,  a  iTronger  dream,  and  a  variety  of  other  circumftances  make  the  mafs  of  water  in 
a  river  very  different  at  different  places.  Here,  when  the  Danube  meets  the  Inn,  the 
former  is  cramped  up  by  hills  :  whereas  the  other  running  free  is  of  courfe  much  wider. 
Ivjt  the  Danube  contains  far  more  water  upon  equal  ground,  and  far  above  Ratifbon, 
before  it  has  received  the  great  rivers  AUmuh,  Nob,  Regen,  and  Zier,  is  already  a  much 
mightier  river  than  the  Inn,  which  does  not  gain  a  great  deal  by  the  acceflion  of  the  very 
unfteady  and  irregular  Saltza,  betwixt  WafTenburg  and  Infpruck.  Without  doubt, 
therefore,  Suabia  has  the  honour  of  being  the  birth  place  of  the  mighty  Danube,  with 
which  only  the  Volga  amongft  the  European  rivers  can  meafure  itfelf.  If  you  come  now 
to  compare  the  whole  courfe  of  the  two  rivers  (which  join  here),  from  the  fource  to  the 
place  of  meeting,  the  Inn,  by  reafon  of  its  windings,  certainly  runs  over  more  ground, 
but  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  Danube  for  width.  Till  it  comes  under  ChufF- 
flein  the  Inn  flows  in  a  very  narrow  valley  ;  whereas  the  Danube  domineers  over  the 
whole  plain  of  Suabia  and  Bavaria.  The  Iller  and  the  Lech,  by  having  run  into  the 
Danube  during  a  long  way,  foon  become  as  confiderable  as  the  Inn  is  at  Infpruck.  This 
laft  river  being  confined  to  a  very  narrow  valley  receives  no  nourifliment  but  from  fmali 
ftreams ;  whilfl  the  Danube  gathers  all  the  fatnefs  of  one  of  the  richcft  lands  poflible  ia 
water,  during  a  length  of  upwards  of  forty,  and  a  breadth  of  twenty  miles. 

The  courfe  I  have  hitherto  purfued  in  my  journey  through  Germany  has  carried  rae 
through  three  large  plains  refpe£lively  watered  by  the  Rhine,  the  Necker,  and  the  Da- 
nube. The  firft  of  thefe  is  bounded  by  the  Bogeflan  hills  and  the  Black  Foreft,  which 
run  parallel  from  north  to  fouth.  By  the  Black  Foreft  it  is  covered  from  the  cold  eaft 
winds,  and  the  different  arms  of  thefe  parallel  hills  likewife  defend  it  from  the  ungen- 
tle influences  of  the  north.  It  enjoys  an  even  and  temperate  climate,  which  allows  the 
vineyards  to  ripen  admirably.  The  plain  of  the  Necker  is  of  the  fame  temperature  as 
this  laft  :  But  the  immenfe  plain  of  the  Danube  lies  expofed  to  the  blaft  of  every  wind 
under  heaven.  The  greateft  part  of  it  is  expofed  to  the  north  and  north-eaft,  as  is  vi- 
fible  by  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  Iller,  Lech,  and  the  Ifer.  Here  Father  Bacchus's  power 
can  avail  nothing  againft  the  fiercenefs  of  Boreas  and  the  north.  Many  attempts  have 
been  made  to  plant  vines  on  the  Ifer  and  Danube  below  Ratifbon,  but  hitherto  they  have 
only  produced  grapes  for  eating  ;  I  believe  that  this  whole  trafl:  of  country  is  too  full 
of  wood  and  water  for  the  vine  to  ripen  in  it.  But  after  all,  what  was  Suabia  and  the  coun- 
try about  the  Rhine  in  the  times  of  Tacitus?  Little  did  the  Romans  think  that  the  vine 
could  grow  in  Germany.  Did  they  not  even  doubt  whether  fruit  could  grow  there  ? 
And  yet  Suabia  now  produces  lordly  vines,  which  may  difpute  for  excellence  with  the 
Falernian  and  all  the  Roman  wines ;  and  the  fl;ill  wilder  Bavaria  has  plenty  of  good  corn». 

The  fact  is,  that  the  air  of  a  country  changes  with  the  cultivation  ;  the  drying  up  of 
marfhes  renders  it  warmer.  The  evaporation,  too,  occafioned  by  numbers  who  live  to- 
gether, may  work  on  the  air.  No  doubt  but  in  time  ftill  more  fuccefsful  experiments 
with  the  grape  will  be  made  in  Bavaria.  The  flopes  of  the  hills  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Danube,  betwixt  this  place  and  Ratifbon,  promife  a  good  place  to  plant  the  vine  in,  as 
they  are  well  guarded  from  the  noxious  winds ;  and  the  wine  which  is  a£lually  made  in 
the  country  about  Paflau,  truly  merits  the  name  of  wine. 

This  large  vale  of  the  Danube,  which  at  this  place  is  covered  to  the  right  by  the  arm 
of  Bavaria,  and  to  the  left  by  the  Styrian  hills,  produces  likewife  the  befl  kmd  of  corn. 
It  would  very  eafdy  nouiifli  as  many  men  again  as  it  actually  does.     Corn  is  often  fo 
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cheap  in  Bav.'im,  as  hardly  to  pay  the  farmer  for  the  trouble  of  raifing  it :  one  hundred 
and  ieventy  pounds  of  rye  are  frequently  fold  for  about  two  florins. 

Navigation  is  by  no  means  fo  well  underitood  in  this  country  as  it  is  upon  the  upper 
Rhine  ;  they  do  not  yet  underftand  how  to  fail  according  to  the  direftion  of  the  rivei*. 
Mofl:  of  the  velTels  which  go  by  here  come  from  Ratifbon  and  Ulm  :  they  are  without 
decks  or  mafls  ;  they  are  built  only  of  fir  boaais,  and  are  fold  again  either  at  Vienna  or 
clfewhere.  The  Emperor  has  promifed  great  rewards  to  fgch  mailers  of  veflels  as  will 
build  their  veffels  like  thofe  on  the  Rhine;  but  in  this  as  in  every  thing  elfe,  it  Ik 
difficult  to  make  the  mechanical  part  of  the  public  tread  the  track  they  have  not  been 
accuflomed  to. 

As  the  navigation  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  river  is  not  yet  eftabliflied,  there  is  often 
a  want  of  horfes  at  particular  ilages,  fo  that  you  are  frequently  obliged  to  hire  horfes 
for  the  whole  journey,  though  there  are  feveral  places  in  which  you  might  do  very  well 
without  them.  The  veiTelson  the  Rhine  have  the  convenience  of  being  able  to  go  fome- 
times  with  two  and  fometimes  with  fix  horfes,  according  as  the  wind  and  dreams  happen 
to  be  favourable.  They  are  obliged  for  this  to  the  conftant  navigation  of  the  river,  which 
enables  the  people  who  inhabit  the  fhore  to  have  hackney  horfes  at  fmall  diflances  from 
each  other.  Some  of  thefe  obftacles  will  fall  away  of  themfelves  as  foon  as  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  about  the  Danube  grows  more  confiderable  ;  the  largefl  fliip 
which  goes  from  this  place  to  Vienna  carries  2000  quintals,  which  is  about  the  load- 
of  a  two-mafted  veffeL    Farewell. 


LETTER  xvnr. 

Liniz. 

I  WAITED  at  Paflau  for  the  veffel  that  goes  every  week  from  Ratifbon,  and  meant 
to  have  gone  as  far  as  Vienna  in  her  ;  but  the  people  ftopt  fo  often  in  the  calmeft  wea- 
ther, under  pretence  of  fearing  an  approaching  ftorm,  that  my  patience  was  quite  worn 
out.  I  could  very  well  fee  that  their  true  motive  in  ItoppiiTg  thus  often,  was  to  get  rid 
of  fome  of  their  contraband  goods  in  the  fmall  places  on  the  coaft.  Befides  this,  my 
company  had  but  fmall  charms  for  me;  it  confifted  of  a  number  of  mechanics,  who 
worked  their  paflage,  and  of  farmers'  daughters  who  were  going  to  Vienna  for  a  fervice. 
Many  of  thefe  were  obvioufly  with  child,  and  feemed  to  have  left  their  country  in  order 
to  be  delivered,  with  lefs  (hame  and  expence,  in  the  hofpital  at  Vienna.  Auftria  is  ge- 
nerally fupplied  with  a  plentiful  number  of  recruits  of  this  kind  from  this  fide.  Such 
fociety  not  being  at  all  to  my  mind,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  city  of  Lintz,  with  the 
country  round,  prefenting  a  fair  profpeft  of  amufement,  Icould  not  refill  the  temptation 
of  giving  up  a  few  days  to  become  better  acquainted  with  it. 

At  Engellhaftzell  our  baggage  was  fearched.  Every  thing  was  conduced  in  the  beft 
order  poflible,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  gentlenefs ;  the  putting  the  cuftom-houfe  feals 
to  the  merchandize  of  our  veflel  took  up  a  whole  day.  It  is  ftill  a  riddle  to  me  how 
the  fhip's  company  contrived  to  pafs  their  contraband  commodities  (of  the  exiftence  of 
which  I  was  well  aflured) ;  for  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a 
fort  to  fuifer  themfelves  to  be  bribed  :  as  for  me,  the  fearchers  directed  their  whole  at- 
tention to  my  books  ;  they  took  away  from  me  Young's  Night  Thoughts,  which  I  had 
purchafed  out  of  compaffion  from  a  poor  ftudent  at  Saltzburg,  but  fuffered  Gibbon's 
Works  to  pafs.  You  know  the  laft.  The  firft  is  an  excellent  chriltian,  but  his  invec- 
tive, not  againft  the  catholics  in  general,  but  againft  thofe  only  who  would  not  allow- 
him  to  bury  his  child,  has  placed  him  amongft  theMachiavelsjSpinozas,  and  Bolingbrokes. 
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How  ridiculous  a  thing  does  every  indes  exptirgatcrius  in  the  world  appear,  when  one 
fees,  as  one  often  does,  that  the  bare  title  often  damns  a  book  ;  and  when  one  confi* 
ders,  that  no  college  of  cenfors  upon  earth  is  equal  to  the  ta(k  of  reading  over  all  tlie 
books  that  come  out,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  give  timely  orders  for  flopping  them  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  country;  Gibbon  is  a  declared  enemy  to  religion,  and  yet  has  been  able 
to  make  his  way  into  AuRria  ! 

In  truth  this  is  the  only  weak  part  of  the  Imperial  government.  The  prohibition  of 
^ooks  only  ferves  to  raife  their  price  in  the  country.  In  Switzerland  as  well  as  at  In- 
fpruck,  Saltfburg,  and  many  other  places,  I  was  affured  that  large  quantities  of  forbidden 
books  were  eveiy  year  introduced  into  Auflria  from  this  fide  of  the  frontier.  Officers 
of  the  firfl  rank,  prefidents,  and  counfellors,  take  a  fliare  in  this  trade;  nor  has  the  pro- 
hibition any  other  effed  than  making  a  Bailc's  Didionary  (for  inftance)  the  true  price 
of  which  is  five  guineas,  fell  at  Vienna  for  loo  thalers;  and  for  this  price  you  may  have 
enough  of  them.  No  doubt  the  fame  trade  is  carried  on,  from  the  Saxon  and  Silefian 
fides  of  the  country. 

As  foon  as  you  fet  your  foot  on  Audrian  ground  you  begin  to  find  that  another  fyftem 
of  government  prevails  from  what  you  have  lately  been  accuflomed  to  fee. 

The  farmers'  houfes,  their  clothing,  their  tools,  their  agriculture,  every  thing  about 
them  is  better  than  in  Bavaria.  Yellerday  I  faw  fome  farmers  going  to  market  in  ca- 
iaflies.  They  had  all  the  appearance  of  rich  Englifh,  or  North-Holland  farmers.  Their 
looks,  their  well  fed  horfes,  and  their  whole  apparatus,  befpoke  a  degree  of  opulence^ 
which  their  long,  brown,  but  very  neat  coats,  their  large  flioes  without  buckles,  and 
their  large  fliort  cut  hats,  did  not  feem  to  promife.  They  call  thefe  farmers  here,  lan- 
ders, and  their  great  numbers  do  the  legillature  much  credit.  You  meet,  indeed,  now 
and  then  with  beggars,  who  folicit  your  compaffion  for  a  bride  or  bridegroom  juft  mar- 
ried ;  but  this  is  more  a  compliance  with  an  old  eflablifhed  cuftom  of  the  country  than 
a  matter  of  neceffity.  The  large  grey  or  black  felt  hats,  as  well  as  their  whole  clothing, 
make  the  farmer's  daughters  look  very  handfome. 

Upper  Auftria  is  (hut  out  from  the  fructifying  wefl  and  fouth  winds  by  large  hills, 
and  even  the  cleanfing  north  is  forbid  entrance  by  the  Bohemian  mountains.  Only  the 
■eall  has  free  entrance  into  it ;  nor  can  a  country  that  has  fo  much  water  be  otherwife 
than  very  moid.  The  number  of  hills  and  woods  too  are  very  unfavourable  to  agriculture, 
fo  that  the  riches  of  the  country  confift  chiefly  in  paitures,  in  fait,  and  apples,  the  quan- 
tity of  which  fupplies  the  want  of  wine. 

The  fituation  of  Lintz,  which  is  the  capital  of  this  country,  is  extremely  beautifuL 
From  Schlofsberg,  which  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city,  you  command  a  magnificent 
view  of  an  immenfe  plain  to  the  right  of  the  Danube.  This  is  terminated  to  the  fouth 
by  the  lofty  hills  of  Styria,  whofe  heads  often  top  the  clouds.  The  city,  which  is  on 
this  fide  the  Danube,  rifes  directly  over  againft  you,  like  a  magnificent  amphitheatre. 
The  femicircle  of  beautiful  high  hills,  by  which  it  is  encompaffed,  extended  to  the  Da- 
nube. The  deep  white  ground  of  thefe  hills  is  thick  covered  with  villages  and  houfes, 
and  amidft  the  hanging  woods  on  the  fide,  there  are  fome  caftles  which  make  a  very 
fine  appearance.  The  majeftic  Danube  gives  ftill  more  grandeur,  life,  and  variety  to 
this  beautiful  profpeft. 

The  city  is  very  handfome.  It  is  built  almoft  entirely  of  freeftone.  There  is  fo  much 
induftry,  happinefs,  and  profperity,  among  the  eleven  thoufand  inhabitants  who  dwell  in 
It,  as  to  make  the  Bavarian  cities  appear  like  fo  many  poor-houfes,  in  comparifon  of  it. 
There  are  feveral  confiderable  manufactures  here,  and  the  trade  of  the  city  is  very  exten- 
five.     There  is  very  good  company  to  be  met  with  amongft  the  numerous  and  polifhed 
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nobility,  the  officers  who  areconftantly  quartered  here,  and  the  feveral  profeflbrs  of  the 
place.  The  city  is  open  on  all  fides,  and  the  town  and  country  I'eetn  fo  united,  that,  if 
my  rpint  of  knight  errantry  would  allow  it,  I  would  pitch  my  tent,  and  lay  up  my  tra- 
veiling  ilafF  here.  The  nobility  of  the  place  chiefly  confids  of  families,  whofe  incomes 
are  too  fmall  to  allow  of  their  living  creditably  at  \1enna.  Oae  advantage,  which  arifes 
from  this  is,  that  they  abate -much  of  the  hauteuc,  which  renders  the  converfation  of  the 
Upper  German  nobiity  in  general  fo  unbearable. 

The  young  women  of  this  place  have  much  better  manners,  more  reading,  and  are  in 
all  refpefts  better  qualified  to  appear  with  advantage  in  focicty  than  the  Bavarian  dames; 
but  they  lofe  in  body  what  they  gain  in  mind.  Their  general  want  of  colour,  and  their 
faded  looks,  in  which  are  fo  flrong  a  contrail  to  the  animated  open  countenances  of  the 
others,  are  commonly  attributed  to  the  waters,  and  damp  of  the  place ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  evil  lies  elfewhere.  A  large  garrifon  feldom  contributes  to  the  heahli 
of  young  women.  The  drefs  of  the  women  of  the  lower  rank  is  the  handfomeit  I  have 
ever  feen.  Their  conftitutions  feem  to  be  very  warm,  which  explains  the  flirivelled  date 
of  their  bodies. 

The  treatment  of  ftrangers  here  does  not  correfpond  with  the  foftnefs  and  gentlenefs 
of  manner  which  the  Auftrian  government  affumes  in  every  thing  elfe.  We  were  car- 
ried like  prifoners  from  the  veflel  to  the  guard-room,  where  I  was  obliged  to  wait  above 
half  an  hour,  in  a  {linking  room,  before  the  officer,  who  had  the  appearance  of  an  in- 
quifitor,  had  examined  the  feveral  mechanics,  and  was  at  leifure  to  expedite  my  palU. 
port.  This  gentleman  feemed  to  me  to  Iiave  it  much  more  at  heart  to  make  recruits, 
than  to  recommend  himfelf  to  his  fuperiors  by  his  good  treatment  of  firangers. 

Happening  to  have  left  my  tobacco-box  on  board,  I  took  a  walk  in  fearch  of  ir, 
through  a  very  pleafant  country,  to  the  place  where  I  knew  the  veflel  mufl  (lop.     I 
arrived  jufl  as  fome  lower  officers,  with  very  fierce  and  furly  countenances,  were  gotoa 
board,  once  more  to  vifit  the  mechanics,  who  Imagined  they  had  been  difpatched  at 
Lintz.     They  took  away  two  Bohemians,  under  the  pretence  that  the  natives  were  not 
allowed  to  go  from  one  province  to  another  without  a  fpecial  permiffion.      The  men 
were  indeed  foon  releafed  on  fliewing  their  paiTes,  but  in  the  interval  the  veflel  had 
failed,  and  the  men  were  obliged  to  walk  feveral  miles  before  they  could  come  up  with 
it  again.     The  objed  of  the  foldiers  was  certainly  to  oblige  thefe  good  people,  by  their 
delay,  to  enlift.     A  traveller  in  France,  be  his  rank  what  it  may,  has  no  impediments 
of  this  kind  to  apprehend.     As  foon  as  his  pafs  is  fealed,  and  his  trunk  fearched,  nothing 
more  can  flop  him.     I  was  Handing  this  morning  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  to  fee  then> 
unload  a  veffel  from  Ulm,  on  board  which  I  mean  to  take  my  paflfage  to-morrow, 
Amongfl;  the  paflTengers  were  two  of  our  countrymen,  the  one  an  elderly  man,  who  was 
going  to  Vienna  to  get  his  bread  as  a  language  mafl:er ;  the  other  a  frifeur.      A  fer- 
jeant,  with  his  bayonet  fixed,  afked  them  for  their  pafs,  which  he  tore  out  of  their 
hands,  with  a  ferocity  I  was  not  at  all  furprifed  at,  becaufe  I  knew  it  was  natural  to  hira. 
The  language  mafl:er  was  ofl^ended  at  it,  and  muftered  all  his  German  together,  in  order 
to  make  the  foldier  fenfible  of  his  importance.     Though  the  ferjeant  could  not  make  a 
word  out  of  what  the  poor  Frenchman  would  have  faid,  yet  the  vivacity  of  the  manner 
having  made  him  conjecture  it  mufl:  pe.  foraething  not  fuflaciently  refpeclful,  he  gave  the 
other  a  punch  in  the  ribs  with  the  bayonet.     On  this,  the  Frenchman  appealed  to  the 
fpedators,  and  told  them,  that  people  were  not  thus  treated  in  his  country ;  but  the 
only  anfwer  he  got  for  this  remonfl:rance,  was  from  one  of  the  mob,  who  adviied  hirp^ 
if  that  was  the  cafe,  in  future  to  flay  at  home.     Such  treatment  does  not  prepoflefs  a 
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Aranger,  who  happens  to  have  no  opportunity  of  feeing  better  company,  with  a  very 
favourable  opinion  of  the  country. 

Remonltrances  in  general  are  but  ill  received  here.  The  omnipotent  flick  is  ever 
ready  to  aulwer  interrogatories  j  and  a  man  foon  perceives,  in  every  occurrence,  that 
he  is  come  into  a  military  government,  the  foundation  of  which  is  abolute  fubordination. 
It  is  true,  that  perfons  of  a  certain  rank  are  not  expofed  to  this ;  but  what  then  ?  It 
appears  to  me,  that  whatever  be  the  condition,  or  ftation,  man  owes  to  man  good  will 
and  civility.  Amongft  us  the  leaft  foldier  is  open  to  remonftrance,  and  anfwers  it  as 
well  as  he  is  able.  Every  body  feems  eager  to  lliew  the  ftranger  that  they  take  intereft 
in  his  fate,  that  they  are  glad  to  fee  him  in  their  country,  and  that  they  have  a  pride  in 
giving  him  as  good  an  opinion  of  them  as  pofllble.  The  reafon  why  we  were  treated  with 
more  civility  at  Engelhaftzcl,  is,  becaufe  it  is  a  frontier  town,  and  there  are  no  troops 
quartered  there,  on  ^account  of  the  fear  there  is  of  defertion  ;  fo  the  civil  officers  are 
obliged  to  give  good  words  :  but  here,  when  the  air  refounds  with  the  flrokes  of  the 
corporal's  (tick,  every  look  of  the  lowefh  fervant  muft  be  confidered  as  a  command. — 
Brother,  in  what  regards  politenefs  and  humanity,  a  Frenchman  has  a  right  to  be  proud. 
This  is  no  prejudice.  In  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  civility  is  confined  within  the 
very  fmall  circle  of  the  higher  orders  ;  but  we  mull  do  our  common  people  the  honour 
to  allow  that  it  is  by  no  means  fo  with  us.  As  for  the  boafted  freedom  of  fpeech  of 
fome  of  our  neighbours,  it  is  often  no  more  than  a  ferocity,  and  wildnefs  of  manner, 
produced  by  a  very  bad  education. 

Our  boat  was  built  after  the  model  of  Noah's  ark  ;  it  had  no  windows  to  it,  was 
decked  all  over,  and  the  men,  beafts,  merchandize,  and  vermin,  were  packed  up  toge- 
ther in  it  without  any  diftinftion.     The  quarterdeck  fupplied  the  place  of  a  cabin. 

A  high  pile  of  chefts  of  fugar  formed  the  inner  wall  of  this,  and  on  one  fide  of  it 
there  was  a  little  opening  left,  which  they  called  a  window,  but  through  which  there 
hardly  came  light  enough  to  (hew  that  it  was  day.  There  was  another  opening  made 
on  the  fide  of  the  foredeck  length-ways,  about  the  middle  of  the  veflel,  not  large  enough 
to  let  a  dove  fly  in  with  an  olive  branch.  Through  this,  with  very  imminent  danger  of 
life,  we  were  obliged  to  do  our  necefiities. 

As  there  was  no  outlet  to  thefe  clones,  nor  any  cabin  boys  on  board  to  clean  them,  you 
may  conceive  what  balfamic  exhalations  every  now  and  then  filled  the  boat,  efpecially 
iis  it  happened  to  be  uncommonly  full  of  paffengers.  I  lay  for  the  greateft  part  of  the 
time  flrciched  out  on  the  roof  of  this  ark,  but  was  forced  to  cling  very  clofe  to  the  edge 
of  it,  that  I  might  not  be  plunged  into  the  water,  by  the  leafl:  motion  arifing  from  the 
change  of  the  rudder,  or  by  running  on  ground.  It  is,  I  affure  you,  no  fmall  exercife 
to  fecure  the  feet  properly  in  thefe  expeditions.  The  beautiful  profpeft  I  enjoyed  made 
the  journey  tolerable.  From  Paflau  hither,  the  banks  of  the  Danube  are  covered  with 
the  hills  which  furround  the  plains  of  Auftria.  Thefe  hills  ftand  in  general  fo  near 
each  other,  that  it  is  only  in  a  very  few  places  that  you  can  call  the  fpace  between  them 
a  plain  ;  in  many  places  they  hang  over  the  river  like  broken  walls.  Notwithftanding 
this,  the  fliores  are  v.'ell  inhabited  and  wonderfully  cultivated.  It  is  true,  that  between 
Liatz  and  this  place,  which  are  diftant  from  each  other  twenty-eight  German  miles, 
you  meet  with  no  great  cities,  but  there  are  many  fmall  ones,  and  a  great  number  of 
villages  and  meadows,  all  which  Ihew  that  the  inhabitants  are  much  at  their  eafe. 

What  ailbrded  me  the  greateft  pleafui-e  was  the  winding  of  the  river;  fometimes  we 
coafted  along  vallies  encompaffed  with  hills,  the  flopes  of  which  were  gentle  enough  to 
admit  of  cultivation  to  the  very  top.     The  fore-ground  of  the  beautiful  perfpedive  ex- 
hibited 
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biblted  either  a  well  cultivated  village  or  a  large  meadow,  the  white  of  'R-hich  contraftcd 
fingularly  with  the  dark  groves  of  the  broken  mountain  beliind.  Aijd  now  the  boat  comes 
nearer  and  nearer  to  this  place,. which  (huts  in  the  whole  profpect,  and  feoms  to  Iwini 
upon  the  water ;  now  we  are  only  a  hundred  paces  diltant  from  it,  without  being  able 
to  difcover  on  what  fide  the  flream  will  wind  out  of  the  vale.  We  fear  to  run  aground 
on  the  walls  of  a  town,  or  to  put  into  the  llreets  of  a  village,  when  at  once  a  profpe(5l 
of  a  quite  different  kind  opens  to  our  right ;  the  river  turns  by  a  fliarp  corner  out  of 
the  clear  vale,  inco  a  narrov/,  wild,  obfcurc  glen.  This  is  like  being  carried  at  once 
out  of  mid-day  into  the  darkefl:  night ;  for  the  perpendicular  high  hills  and  groves  on 
each  fide  do  not  fuffer  the  day  to  break  through.  But  the  back-|:^round  is  covered  by 
a  thick  darkncfs,  which  hardly  allows  of  diftinguifhing  the  tops  of  the  high  hills  from 
tlie  deep  blue  of  the  flvy.  The  fore  ground  is  filled  with  a  dark  grey,  which  agrees 
wonderfully  with  the  colour  and  figure  of  the  hills  and  woods.  No  noife  breaks  the 
flillnefs  which  reigns  in  this  folitary  vale,  favethe  far-founding  ftroke  of  a  wood-cutter  in 
a  neighbouring  wood,  or  the  fong  of  fome  bird.  And  now  we  are  approaching  the  end 
of  this  frightful  profpeft,  and  expefl:  to  be  reflored  to  day  through  fome  fubterraneous 
paffage,  but  the  fcenery  grows  darker  and  darker,  and  the  way  we  are  to  get  out  appears 
more  and  more  a  riddle  to  us  :  with  anxious  looks  we  feek  for  an  opening  in  the  rocks, 
by  which  we  are  imprifoned  on  all  fides ; — when  lo!  as  if  by  a  ftroke  of  a  fairy's  wand, 
there  opens  a  chearful  landfcape  on  the  left,  to  the  fight  of  which  we  are  introduced 
through  a  nan'ow  gulph.  Our  ravillied  eyes  now  wander  over  the  beautiful  hills,  the 
various  woods,  the  numberlefs  villages,  the  caftlcsand  country  houfes,  the  vineyards  and 
gardens,  which  during  a  long  tract  are  refle£led  by  the  river.  In  this  manner  the  prof- 
pect is  always  changing,  the  variety  being  fuch  as  leaves  you  more  to  expeO:  in  every 
change,  and  always  gives  more  than  it  had  promifed. 

I  had  two  adventures  on  board  of  this  conveyance,  which  turned  out  like  the  famous 
wind-mill  bufinefs  of  the  renowned  Don  Quixote.     I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  them.     In  my  way  here,  through  Ulm  and  the  other  cities,  I  had  heard  fo 
much  of  the  danger  of  palling  the  fall  and  whirlpool  of  the  Danube,  that  I  had  thought 
of  throwing  you  and  Nannette  into  no  fmall  terrors,  by  the  defcription  of  the  perils  t 
had  undergone.     But  you  may  now  be  at  reft,  my  dear  children,  though  I  fhould  have 
this  Scylla  and  Charibdis  to  encounter  a  hundred  times.     The  fall  is  a  fpot  in  which  the 
river,  having  been  confined  for  a  time  betwixt  two  high  hills,  breaks  with  an  impetuous 
noife  over  a  wall  of  rocks,  which  meet  it  dire£tly  in  its  courfe.     This  founds  very  terri- 
ble; but  towards  the  right  fide  of  the  river,  the  ftream  has  worn  thefe  rocks  fo  much, 
that  even  at  this  time,  when  the  water  is  lower  than  ever  it  was  known  to  be  in  the  me- 
mory of  man,  the  largeft  vefTel  may  fail  over,  without  being  expofed  to  any  danger. 
Poflibly,  fome  hundred  years  ago,  there  might  have  been  fome  rifk,  and  this  may  have 
made  this  place  fo  famous  in  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany,  and  in  ail  the  relations 
of  voyage  writers  and  geographers  ;  but  at  prefent  there  is  a  great  noife  about  nothing, 
and  the  inceffant  flowing  of  the  ftream  will  foon  do  away  even  the  name  of  this  frightiul 
place.     The  country  about  the  fall  is  wild  and  romantic  to  a  degree.     A  broken  rock, 
m  appearance  like  a  fquare  tower,  ftands  about  twenty  paces  from  the  fhore,  in  the  midll 
of  the  roaring  flood.     The  common  paflfage  is  betwixt  this  rock  and  the  fliore.     1  hey 
have  erected  a  crofs  on  this  natural  caftle,  to  which  the  travellers  addrefs  iheir  prayers  : 
it  makes  a  very  picturefque  appearance  amidft  the  wild  briars  that  furround  it.     Upon 
the  v\  hole,  I  was  much  more  amufed  with  the  beauties  of  the  country,  thai?  frightened 
with  the  danger  of  the  place. 

VOL.  VI.  K.  We 
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We  left  the  whirlpool  *,  which  is  met  with  foon  after  the  fall,  about  twelve  to  fifteen 
paces  on  the  right,  without  being  affefted  by  any  of  its  undulations.  Commonly  there 
is  room  for  more  vefl'els  than  one  to  pafs  betwixt  it  and  the  fliore,  without  any  danger : 
fo  that  when  the  mafter  carries  his  paiTengers  through  it,  it  is  only  done  to  imprefs  them 
with  necdlefs  terrors.  When  the  water  is  deepeit  and  flrongefl:,  it  cannot  fuck  in  a 
veffel  carrying  a  moderate  burthen  j  but  is  only  dangerous  to  tlie  fmall  craft  which,  obfti- 
nately  perfifl:  in  going  through  it.  As  far  as  I  could  fee,  it  is  not  above  twenty/feet  in 
circumference.  To  fum  up  all,  neither  of  thefe  places  are  as  dangerous  as  many  parts 
of  the  Mofelle,  the  Maefe,  the  Rhone,  the  Loire,  and  the  Rhine,  which  yet  are  com- 
monly pafled  by  without  any  apprehenfions. 

A  great  variety  of  circumltances  concur  to  excite  an  idea  of  danger  in  both  thefe  parts 
of  the  Danube.  Low  mechanics  are  fond  of  fpeaking  of  them,  and  magnifying  the 
danger,  that  they  may  increafe  their  own  importance  in  having  gone  through  it.  Others 
more  fimple,  who  come  to  the  place  with  ftrong  conceits  of  what  they  are  to  meet  with 
there,  are  fo  ftruck  with  the  wildnefs  of  the  profpeci:,  and  the  roaring  of  the  water,  that 
they  begin  to  quake  and  tremble  before  they  have  feen  any  thing; — But  the  mailers  of 
veflels  are  thofe  who  mod  eftedually  keep  up  the  impofition.  They  make  the  paffages 
a  pretence  for  raifing  the  price  of  the  freight,  and  when  you  are  pail  them,  the  fteerf- 
man  goes  round  with  his  hat  in  his  hand  to  coUeft  money  from  the  paflengers,  as  a  re- 
ward for  having  conduiSted  them  fafely  through  fuch  perilous  fpots.  When  our  mafter 
(who  yet  very  well  knew  how  much  it  was  for  his  intereft  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  his 
monllers)  faw  how  little  attention  I  paid  to  them,  he  aflurcd  me,  in  confidence,  that 
during  the  twenty  years  he  had  failed  the  Danube,  he  had  not  heard  of  a  fmgle  acci- 
dent. There  is  infinitely  more  danger  from  the  many  wooden  bridges  which  the  vef- 
fels  muft  neceflarily  pafs  through.  The  arches  of  thefe  are,  for  the  moft  part,  fo  clofe 
to  each  other,  that  there  is  hardly  room  enough  for  a  large  veflel  to  pafs  betwixt  them. 
The  common  paifage-boat,  which  has  travellers  and  valuable  wares  on  board,  has  nothing 
to  fear,  both  becaufe  the  fides  of  thefe  velfels  are  fo  high,  that  they  cannot  eafily  fhip 
water,  and  becaufe  the  people  belonging  to  the  veifel,  and  who  are  to  anfwer  for  the 
goodsj  take  care  that  they  fhall  not  be  expofed  to  danger;  but  from  the  inn  at  Stein, 
where  we  ftopped  to  take  a  view  of  the  cloifter  of  Molk,  and  the  country  round  about 
us,  we  faw  three  fhips  laden  with  wood  fink  under  the  bridge.  The  few  failors  which 
were  on  board  jumped  into  a  wherry,  and  endeavoured  to  take  in  as  much  of  the  wood, 
with  which  the  Danube  is  covered  on  every  part,  as  they  could.  The  fides  of  thefe 
Ihips  are  hardly  more  than  a  few  inches  higher  than  the  furface  of  the  river,  and  the 
leaft  jofcle  they  meet  with  makes  them  fliip  water  enough  to  fink  them. 

The  gatherers  of  wood  are  raiferable  people,  who  can  get  nothing  by  any  handicraft. 
Their  wretched  fliips  are  of  no  value,  and  in  cafe  of  accidents,  the  men  can  always  fave 
themfelves  on  board  the  fmall  boats,  which  they  have  in  tow  for  the  purpofe.  Moft  of 
the  mifcarriages  are  to  be  afcribed  to  their  wantonnefs. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  journey,  we  met  with  very  good  and  very  cheap  inns. 
There  are  no  men  waiters  in  thefe  parts,  but  their  duty  is  done  by  young  women,  who 
feem  ready  for  more  fervices  than  one.  There  reigns  throughout  an  exceflive  cleanli- 
nefs,  and  a  high  degree  of  eafe  and  profperity. 

Paris  by  no  means  ftrikes  the  eye  fo  magnificently  as  Vienna  does,  when  you  approach 
the  latter  by  the  river.  At  a  diftance  of  a  few  miles  you  firft  difcover  the  high  tower 
of  St.  Stephens,  in  a  narrow  vale,  through  which  the  ftream  winds.     The  windings  of 

•  The  German  words  are,  Wirbel  aad  Strindel.     They  ptobaWy  meatv  one  and  the  fame  thing. 
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the  vale  foon  remove  the  tower  from  the  eyes  of  the  traveller,  who  flill  looks  eagerly  for 
the  place  where  the  immenfe  pyramid,  now  vanifhed,  pointed  out  to  him  the  habilatioa 
of  the  Csefars.  Soon  after,  high  hills  covered  with  vineyards  clofe  up  this  vale,  when  to 
the  left  there  opens  an  immenfe  plain,  in  which,  by  degrees,  the  traveller  dilcovers  a 
part  of  the  city:  the  right  is  covered  with  hills,  partly  wooded,  and  partly  cultivated, 
which  come  down  to  the  river.  The  magnificence  of  this  beautiful  fpot  is  much  im- 
proved by  the  royal  cloifter  of  Neuburg.  At  length  you  come  to  a  (trait  rock,  which 
hangs  almoft  down  upon  the  flood  below.  On  the  top  of  this  there  is  a  cloiller,  and  at 
the  bottom  the  beauteous  village  of  Rufdorfi",  which  you  almoll  lake  for  one  of  the  fub- 
urbsof  Vienna.  When  once  you  have  pafled  the  rock,  the  capital  occupies  the  whole 
horizon.  Its  feveral  parts  commend  themfelves  the  more  to  the  eye,  from  their  being 
at  great  diftances  from  each  other,  and  many  of  them  fituated  on  high  eminences.  The 
number  of  large  buildings,  the  noife  that  broke  upon  my  ears  from  all  fides,  and  the 
foreft,  as  it  were,  of  houfes,  made  my  heart  beat,  notwithltanding  all  the  pains  I  could 
take  to  think  of  Horace's  Nil  Admirari. 

When  we  landed,  my  trunks  underwent  another  fearch  by  the  cuftoni-houfe  officers. 
This  pafled  over  without  any  difagreeable  circumflances,  as  they  did  not  take  the  trou- 
ble to  infpeft  my  pockets,  which  I  had  filled  with  forbidden  books.  The  journey  from 
Lintz  hither  lafted  fix  days,  though  it  is  commonly  performed  in  two.  The  reafon  af- 
figned  by  the  failors  was  the  ufual  one  of  contrary  winds ;  but  I  knew  the  true  caufo  to 
be,  the  contraband  goods  they  had  on  board.  The  journey  from  Ratifbon  hither  cofls 
two  ducats  ;  one  of  which  pays  your  paffage,  and  the  other  your  provifions,  which  con- 
fift  of  frefli  fifli,  fait  meat,  and  fome  vegetables.  When  the  weather  is  fine,  you  may 
fleep  on  board  without  inconvenience.  Cheap  however  asthis  journey  of  fifty-fix  Ger- 
man miles  feems  to  be  at  firfl:  fight,  I  did  not  find  my  account  in  it ;  the  frequent  and 
long  ftoppages  of  the  fhip  obliging  me  to  live  much  on  fhore,  and  to  fpend  my  time  and 
money  at  inns. 

The  beft  way,  when  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  company  at  Ulm  or  Ra- 
tifbon, is  to  purchafe  a  fmall  decked  veflel,  which  you  may  have  for  fixty  or  feventy 
guilders,  and  which  will  hold  fifteen  or  fixteen  people.  The  veflel  may  be  fold  again  at 
Vienna,  often  with  profit,  and  you  perform  your  journey  in  four,  five,  or  at  moft  fix 
days  ;  whereas  a  common  velTel  is  fourteen,  and  often  fixteen  days  in  going  the  jour- 
ney. Three  or  four  failors  and  a  good  fleerfman  will  think  themfelves  fufficiently  paid 
for  their  trouble,  if,  when  you  come  to  your  journey's  end,  you  give  them  the  veflel. 

LETTER  XIX. 

YOU  have  no  idea,  dear  brother,  of  the  trouble  I  had  to  provide  myfelf  with  a  pro- 
per habitation.  I  ran  about  the  city  three  whole  days  with  my  laqiuiis  de place,  before 
I  could  get  houfed.  It  is  not  here  as  at  Paris,  where  there  is  an  office  in  every  part  of  the 
city,  giving  an  account  of  what  houfes  or  lodgings  r-.re  to  let,  and  for  what  price.  Here 
every  owner  of  a  houfe  puts  up  a  bill  before  his  door,  ftating  very  circumflantially  what 
rooms  he  has  empty.  As  the  houfes  confift  of  five  or  fix  flories,  and  each  flory  has  an 
owner,  who  may  have  a  room  or  an  apartment  vacant,  you  often  find  the  doors  of  the 
houfes  plaftered  all  over  with  advertifements,  and  may  be  near  half  an  hour  reading, 
before  you  get  the  information  you  want  to  arrive  at. 

The  firfl  room  I  faw  was  up  four  pair  of  flairs.  The  looks  of  it  did  not  difpleafe  me; 
but  as  foon  as  I  heard  that  the  owner  was  a  Gnadige  Herr,  I  faid  in  French  to  my  laquais, 
*'  Away,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  gnadige  herr^  who  has  half  of  his  hired  habi- 

K  a  tation 
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tation  to  underlet."  The  next  houfe  I  went  into,  I  mounted  up  fix  pair  of  flairs. 
When  I  was  got  to  the  top,  there  came  out  of  a  lower  apartment  a  little  diminutive  mail 
in  a  night  gown  ;  he  had  a  pen  flicking  behind  his  ear,  and  was  followed  by  a  maid, 
\v]}0  gave  him  the  appellation  of  your  honour.  Only  your  honour,  thought  I  to  myfelf, 
this  may  do.  I  went  into  the  rooms,  and  was  half  induced,  by  the  pure  air  I  breathed 
jn  thefe  upper  regions,  to  clofe  the  agreement,  when  it  came  into  my  head  to  open  a 
window,  and  look  what  fort  of  profped  I  fhould  have.  I  could  difcover  nothing  but 
roofs  of  houfesand  chimneys,  which  entirey  took  away  all  view  of  the  city.  —  "  Away," 
faid  I. — So  we  faw  fix  apartments  that  day,  without  finding  any  thing  that  would  fuit. 
Amongfl:  other  landlords,  we  came  to  an  Excellence,  or  rather  to  a  Magnificence  (for  I 
had  choice  of  titles)  who  lived  in  the  back  part  of  a  ground  floors  and  with  whom  1  did 
not  choofe  to  partake  of  the  foul  air  he  breathed.  The  next  day's  operation  opened 
with  z  gnadige  fraw.  She  recommended  her  fraelcii  tochter  to  me  for  fo  many  things, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  coming  to  an  agreement  with  her.  "  Look  here,'*" 
fays  fhe,  "  my  daughter  her/elf  will  bring  you  your  coffee  in  the  morning  ;  if  you  choofe 
any  tea  in  an  afternoon,  9)iy  daughter  herjlif  will  wait  upon  you  with  it  ;  if  you  choofe 
to  treat  us  now  and  then  to  a  play,  and  are  too  late  for  your  tra'itcur,  our  cold  fupper 

will  be  at  your  fervice,  and  fo  on  !" Thou  niuft  know,  it  is  not  in  Germany  as  with 

us  at  Paris ;  a  woman  of  honour  looks  upon  it  as  an  affront  to  be  offered  to  be  treated 
to  a  public  place,  by  a  perfon  who  is  not  a  relation,  or  a  particular  friend.  Here  it  is 
the  cuftom  to  frank  women  wherever  you  go  with  them,  I  foon  faw  that  the  pretty 
girl's  fervices  were  included  in  the  price  of  the  room  ;  fo  away  I  went  again.  Having 
again  tired  myfelf  with  fearching  this  day.,  I  began  to  think  that  I  fliould  not  find  what 
I  wanted  in  the  city  itfelf,  as  all  the  lodgings  which  have  any  free  air  or  profpe£t  are  in- 
finitely dearer  than  at  Paris.  This  cannot  well  be  otherwife,  as  a  third  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants dwell  within  the  walls  of  the  city,  which  do  not  comprehend  above  one  fixth  of 
the  ground  it  ftands  upon.  As  the  fuburbs  are  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  their 
extenfivenefs  makes  it  a  defirable  objeft  for  every  one  to  live  nearer  the  centre  of  bufi- 
nefs.  The  fuburbs  of  Paris  are  as  well  inhabited  as  the  city  itfelf.  But  at  Vienna  we 
meet  with  a  great  deal  of  wafte  ground.  Another  reafon  of  the  high  price  of  the  bed 
houfes  in  the  city  is,  that  the  fecond  flory  of  every  houfe  belongs  to  the  court,  and  is 
tenanted  by  itsfervants.  You  pay  from  fix  to  eight  guilders  (about  eighteen  fliillings)  a 
month  for  one  of  the  befl:  rooms  in  a  good  ftreet,  and  about  three  for  one  of  the  worfl. 
In  the  fuburb  of  Mariahef,  which  is  the  m.ofl:  wholefome  fituation  in  the  place,  aftei* 
fome  trouble,  I  found  a  very  handfome  room,  which  commands  a  fine  profpedt,  for 
three  guilders  a  month. 

I  cannot  go  from  hence  to  town  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  In  Paris  you  ai-e 
forced  to  walk  up  to  your  ancles  in  mud  ;  here  on  the  other  hand,  you  cannot  flir  out 
without  being  choaked  with  the  duft.  Vienna  lies  open  to  the  drying  eaft  and  north 
winds,  but  is  protected  by  its  neighbouring  hills  from  the  fouth  and  weft,  which  keeps 
Paris  in  almofl:  perpetual  rains.  When  it  has  rained  here  a  whole  night,  all  is  dry  agaia 
a  few  hours  after  fun-rife,  and  by  noon  the  clouds  of  duft  begin  to  rife.  Indeed,  whea 
it  rains  more  than  a  day,  the  duft  makes  the  mud  exceedingly  deep.  When  I  would  go 
to  the  town,  I  muft  crofs  the  wide  and  naked  plain  which  parts  us,  which  I  am  obliged 
to  do,  with  my  handkerchief  to  my  mouth,  in  ordei-not  to  be  choaked  with  duft.  The 
hackney  coaches  of  this  place  are  always  in  a  trot  or  a  gallop,  and  as  the  way  to  Shoni- 
brun  lies  by  my  windows,  it  requires  fome  good  luck,  as  well  as  fome  care^  to  go  through 
the  clouds  of  duft,  without  being  run  over  by  a  hackney  coach,  or  without  running 
gfiound  of  fome  other  traveller.  , 
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In  cafe  of  a  fiege,  the  diftance  betwixt  the  town  and  fubiirbs  would  give  the  befiegcrs 
great  advantages ;  but  it  is  very  unlikely  that  I'uch  a  circumftance  fliould  ever  happen. 
The  Turks  have  been  the  only  peeple  in  modern  times,  who  could  carry  their  wars  to 
the  gates  of  the  capital,  a  thing  which  the  King  of  PrufTia  did  not  dare  attempt,  after  the 
mod  fuccefsful  battle.  At  prefent  the  ftrength  of  the  Imperial  houfe  is  fo  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  Porte,  that  I  believe  the  prefent  court  keeps  up  the  fortifications,  only  with 
the  view  of  keeping  the  city  itfelf  in  fubjeftion.  Another  reafon  indeed,  may  be  aligned, 
which  is  the  ruin  that  would  fall  upon  feveral  families,  who  fubfift  entirely  by  letting 
their  houfcs,  if  the  value  of  them  w;ts  to  fink  one  half,  which  it  would  certainly  do,  if 
the  empty  fpace  before  the  city  was  to  be  built  upon.  As  things  now  are,  there  are 
feveral  habitations  worth  from  2  to  500,000  guilders,  or  from  20  to  30,000  pounds  *  per 
annum,  which  conftitutes  the  whole  fortune  of  their  pofleffors.  Any  man  who  is  out  of 
debt,  and  has  a  houfe  in  this  city,  is  accounted  a  rich  man.  The  houfe  of  the  book- 
feller  Trattnem  is  an  objedl  of  30,000  guilders  (or  3000I.  a  year)  to  him.  The  advan- 
tages that  would  accrue,  in  point  of  health  and  convenience,  by  carrying  the  city  on  to 
the  fuburbs,  and  by  that  means  thinning  the  choaked  up  habitations,  would  not  make 
amends  for  what  thofe  who  have  houfes  mult  unavoidably  fuft'er  by  the  change. 

Within  thefe  few  days  I  have  begun  my  ufual  circle  in  and  about  the  city,  in  order  to 
-  be  able  to  form  to  myfelf  an  idea  of  its  feparate  parts.  It  takes  up  almoft  two  hours  ta 
go  from  the  end  of  the  fuburb  of  Wieden  to  the  end  of  the  fuburb  of  Leopold,  which 
is  larger  than  the  town,  and  parted  from  it  only  by  a  fmall  arm  of  the  Danube.  The 
going  from  the  fuburb  Roflaw  to  the  end  of  the  fuburb  Landftrafle,  took  me  up  about 
another  half  hour.  Vienna  certainly  (lands  upon  much  more  ground  than  Paris  does. 
It  has  twenty-fix  fuburbs;  but  many  parts  of  them  are  not  built  upon,  and  about  a  third 
of  them  is  occupied  by  three  or  four  hundred  gardens,  not  above  three  or  four  of  which, 
are  worth  feeing.  The  fuburbs  befl  inhabited  are  the  RoiTaw,  the  Jofephfladt,  St.  Ulrich, 
Mariahilp,  a  part  of  the  Wieden,  and  the  Leopoldfladt.  The  largefl  of  them  all,  after 
the  Leopoldfiadt,  is  the  Wieden,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have  a  great  refemblance  to 
thofe  of  the  fuburb  St.  Marcel  at  Paris. 

There  are  fcarce  eight  buildings  in  the  whole  town  which  can  be  called  beautiful  or 
magnificent.  The  mofl:  diftinguiflied  of  thefe  are  the  palace  of  Lichtenftein,  the  Em- 
peror's library,  and  the  chancery. 

The  Emperor's  palace  is  an  old  black  building,  that  has  neither  beauty  nor  flatelinefs. 
It  is  a  great  mafs  of  ftone,  which  was  built  feven  ftories  high,  in  order  to  contain  as 
many  inhabitants  as  pofiible.  There  are  hardly  three  fquares,  or  places  here  which 
m:ike  any  figure  at  all.  The  greatefl  thoroughfare  is  from  the  Emperor's  palace  over 
the  Coal-marhct,  the  Graben^  the  Stockameifenplafs,  and  through  the  Carnthnerjlrajfc^ 
In  all  thefe  places,  particularly  in  the  narrow  and  irregular  Stockameifenplafs,  the  tho- 
roughfare is  as  great,  and  the  motion  as  lively,  as  in  any  ftreet  of  London  or  Paris. 
The  fi:ream  of  this  great  concourfe  reaches  as  far  as  Leopoldfgate,  and  throughout  (he 

whole  of  the  high  ftreet  of  the  fuburb  of  Leopold. There  are  not  more  than  eight 

buildings  worth  looking  at  in  the  fuburbs;  and  the  tafteof  the  buildings  about  the  gar- 
dens, and  the  fummer-houfcs,  is  miferable. 

A'ccording  to  the  common  report  of  thofe  from  whom  one  has  a  right  to  expedt  ac- 
curate accounts  of  their  native  country,  the  population  of  Vienna  amounts  to  at  leaft  a 
million.  Bufching,  in  his  georaphy,  will  hardly  allow  it  to  pafs  two  hundred  thoufand. 
In  my  opinion  the  public  and  the  geographer  are  equally  millaken.  In  the  lad  year, 
which  was  not  remarkably  fatal,  according  to  the  bills  of  mortality,  the  number  of  the 
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dead  amounted  to  ten  thoufand,  that  is  about  half  the  number  of  thofe  who  die  at  Paris. 
Now  if  you  make  allowance  for  ftrangers,  of  whofe  deaths  you  can  have  no  accurate 
account,  and  multiply  the  fum  by  thirty-fix,  you  will  have  the  true  account  of  the  po- 
pulation. 

I  was  affured  by  a  man  of  confequence,  who  was  in  the  way  of  getting  at  good  infor- 
mation, that  a  very  little  time  ago,  the  population  was  eftimated  at  three  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thoufand,  ftrangers  included.  This  reckoning  will  appear  accurate;  for  we 
muft  confider  that  the  air  and  water  are  much  better  here  than  they  are  at  Paris,  where 
the  numbers  are  allowed  to  be  feven  hundred  thoufand,  of  whom  twenty-one  thoufand 
die  every  year.  Doubtlefs  Vienna  has  as  many  inhabitants  in  it  as  Naples  ;  and  thofe 
two  towns  are  the  moft  populous  in  the  world,  after  Conftantinople,  London,  and  Paris. 
Whoever  is  a  little  acquainted  with  other  large  cities  will  fee,  in  a  moment,  that  Vienna 
muft  contain  above  two  hundred  thoufand  people. 

I  am  not  yet  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  amufements  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  to  be  able  to  give  you  any  certain  information  about  them. 
All  I  can  fav  is,  that  to  judge  by  external  appearances,  the  gi-eat  appear  uncommonly 
fond  of  magnificence.  1  was  fhewn  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein,  mounted  on  a  very  fine 
horfe,  and  attended  by  at  leaft  eight  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  dreifed  like  huffars, 
and  feemed  to  be  a  kind  of  body  guard.  He  is  fuppofed  to  be  like  the  Emperor,  in 
manners,  geftures,  and  face;  and  fome  think  that  he  attempts  to  copy  him  in  externals. 
As  to  my  part,  I  own  that  in  the  glimpfe  I  had  of  them  both,  I  could  not  difcover  the 
refemblance ;  and  there  is  one  thing  in  which  they  certainly  differ,  for  the  Emperor  un- 
doubtedly does  not  like  to  go  out  with  fo  numerous  a  train  of  followers.  I  faw  him 
taking  the  air  :  he  was  in  a  ccz^r/c/if/,  and  had  a  fingle  footman  behind  him.  He  afFeds 
fimplicity  and  popularity  almoft  in  the  extreme. 

In  the  (hort  time  I  have  been  here,  I  have  feen  more  fplendid  equipages  and  horfes 
than  there  are  in  all  Paris.  Our  fafhions  prevail  here  univerfally.  DrefTed  dolls  are 
regularly  fent  from  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of  teaching  the  women  how  to  put  on  their 
gowns  and  drefs  their  heads.  Even  the  men  from  time  to  time,  get  memoranda  from 
Paris,  and  lay  them  before  their  taylors  and  hair-dreflers.  I  heard  a  lady  telling  another 
yefterday  at  the  play,  with  an  air  of  the  profoundeft  wifdom,  that  the  Queen  of  France 
had  worn  the  fame  kind  of  head  drefs  as  fhe  had  then  on,  four  weeks  ago  at  the  theatre. 
All  the  women  1  have  hitherto  feen  are  painted  up  to  the  eyes  and  ears  like  the  French 
ones.  The  knowing  ones  tell  you,  that  the  eyes  acquire  a  kind  of  fire  by  this  means, 
which  gives  an  inexpreffible  animation  to  the  whole  look ;  but  I  believe  I  have  often 
told  you  and  Nannette,  that  I  am  barbarian  enough  to  wifh  to  wipe  away  all  the  red  off 
a  lady's  cheeks  with  a  wifp  of  ftraw  and  coarfe  fand,  even  though  the  eyes  fhould  lofe 
all  their  luftre  by  it.  After  all,  the  rouge  of  the  ladies  here,  like  that  of  our  Parifian 
dames,  feems  to  have  become  a  neceflary  evil,  to  hide  the  yellownefs  of  their  Ikin. 
I  faw  feveral  of  them  who  had  every  reafon  to  cry  out,  La  verok  vion  Dieu,  m^a  rouge 
jufqu'aux  os. 

LETTER  XX. 

Vienna, 
OUR  new  phllofophers  are  unanimous  in  declaring  againft  large  focleties  ;  as  for  my 
own  part,  I  take  things  as  they  are,  and  am  contented  with  what  I  find,  whenever  an  al- 
teration appeal's  dangerous  or  impoffible.  It  is  very  true  that  when  you  look  on  the 
dark  fide  ot  thera  only,  great  cities  feera  a  difgrace  to  humanity ;  but  put  one  of  thefe 
philofophers  to  the  proof,  and  let  him  tell  you  how  London,  Paris,  or  Vienna,  are  to  be 
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madelefs  without  fliaking  the  whole  ftate,  and  rendering  a  large  portion  of  the  prefent 
inhabitants  unhappy. 

Wherever  there  is  much  light,  there  will  of  courfe  be  a  great  deal  of  fliadc.  Take 
them  all  together,  there  is  more  good  than  bad  amongil  mankind  ;  though,  therefore, 
you  fliould  allow  the  wickednefs  of  individuals  to  be  more  vifible  in  large  cities,  than  it 
is  in  the  fcattered  cottages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  foreft,  mountain,  or  dclert ;  it  is 
plainly  owing  to  the  following  reafons,  viz,  Becaufe  the  natural  propenfities  of  the  two 
legged  wild  beads  have  more  opportunities  of  (hewing  themfelves  without  difguifc  here ; 
becaufe  we  can  fee  the  wickednefs  of  fo  many  that  are  drawn  together,  as  it  were  to  a 
point,  and  in  cottages  it  efcapes  us ;  becaufe  this  very  contraft  is  rendered  more  ftrikino- 
from  the  attention  which  the  police,  who  has  no  power  to  reward  the  good,  is  compelled 
to  pay  to  the  punifliment  of  the  wicked.  Our  philcfophers,  who  declaim  on  this  head, 
have  more  fpleen  than  good  humour  about  them,  and  had  rather  fee  black  than  white ; 
but  the  greateli  part  of  them  are  fo  little  in  earnefl  in  their  declarations,  that  even  the 
very  ferious  John  James  of  Geneva  preferred  living  at  Paris,  to  liring  with  thofe  very  Sa- 
voyards and  inhabitants  of  the  Valais,  in  whofe  praifcs  he  was  fo  full. 

It  has  been  faid  of  London,  that  you  may  fee  heaven  and  hell  there  at  once.  Thi?^ 
with  a  little  allowance  for  the  difference,  which  the  ftrongly  pronounced  charafter  of  the 
Engliflnnan  gives  to  all  he  does,  is  true,  I  believe,  of  every  large  city  in  the  world.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  newfpapers,  which  are  every  day  publiihed  in  thefe  cities,  exhibit 
inftances  of  virtue  in  all  ranks  of  life,  which  the  half  favage  has  no  idea  of.  The  o-ood 
there  is  about  man  difcovers  itfelf  in  great  cities  as  much  as  the  bad,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
fpefted  by  ever)  true  friend  to  humanity,  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  the  virtues  of 
favage  life,  for  as  much  as  it  is  not  the  working  of  a  fenfelefs  inftinct,  but  the  refult  of 
a  greater  degree  of  knowledge  and  more  lively  feelings.  Conceive  toyourfelf  the  fub- 
lime  anfwer  of  a  mechanic  of  the  fuburb  St.  Marcel  at  Paris,  to  a  monk  who  comforted 
him  on  his  death  bed.  by  telling  him  that  he  muft  of  courfe  be  glad  to  go  out  of  this 
world  of  tribulation.  "  Good  father,"  faid  the  dying  man,  "  no  fins  molefl:  my  con- 
fcience,  my  days  have  glided  away  foftly,  and  in  uninterrupted  pleafures,  and  the  world 
has  been  no  place  of  tribulation  to  me.  I  refign  niyfelf  willingly  to  the  appointment  of 
Providence,  and  die  without  a  figh  ;  but,  had  it  pleafed  the  Creator  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  my  days,  I  truft  that  my  trade ■"  Think  of  the  young  man  who  main- 
tained his  family  for  fome  time  with  his  blood,  which  he  fold  to  a  furgeon,  who  wanted 
to  make  experiments  with  it.  Recoiled  the  young  woman  of  St.  Jaques  at  Paris,  who 
flood  firm  againfl:  every  offer  of  feduftion,  and  maintained  herfelf,  mother,  and  little  fif- 
ters,  by  occupations  fo  laborious,  that  they  deftroyed  her  beauty  and  impaired  her  con- 
ftitution.  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  more  fuch  cafes,  which  the  hillory  of  Paris  furniflies 
us  with,  will  teach  you,  that  in  large  focieties  men  excel  in  virtue  as  much  as  they  do  in 
vice,  and  that  all  the  ftories  of  the  natural  place  of  man,  and  the  advantages  to  be  found 
tnit,  for  the  purpofesof  happinefs  and  virtue  are,  for  the  mofi:  part,  only  the  beauteous 
dream  of  abliratt  reafoners.  For  my  own  part,  brother,  I  have  found  the  man  of  the 
woods,  whenever  occaficn  was  given  for  it,  full  as  wicked  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  mofl 
peopled  towns  and  cities.  The  propenfity,  indeed,  to  opprefs  and  cheat  his  neighbour. 
cannot  be  fo  vifibly  difcovered  in  the  former  as  it  is  in  the  latter,  becaufe  the  neighbour 
and  he  do  not  often  come  into  fuch  ftrong  coUifion  ;  but  when  the  latter  is  good,  he  is 
fo  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  the  half  favage. 

It  is  faid,  that  certain  modes  of  education,  certain  cuftoms,  and  a  bad  government, 
bow  down  to  their  yoke  thofe  who  live  with  more  fimplicity.  But  all  the  half  favages 
we  are  acquainted  with   (and  as  to  the  whole  ones,  we  fhall  know  nothing  certain  of 
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them  till  the  country  beyond  the  moon  fliall  be  difcovered)  are  alfo  under  the  influence  of 
cuftom,  education,  and  government.  On  the  other  hand,  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  the 
inhabitant  of  numerous  locietics  is  more  eafily  poliflied,  and  when  he  grows  wicked, 
more  eafily  converted  than  the  half  favage,  who  fets  his  life  on  his  cuftoms  and  manners. 
Even  at  this  time  the  moll  enamoured  partifans  of  the  Swifs  find  only  in  fome  fcattered 
parts  of  Savoy,  the  reliques  of  the  manners  they  fo  mi;ch  admire,  and  thefe,  they  muft 
confefs,  will  be  done  away  in  the  next  generation  ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cor- 
ruption to  be  found  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Grifons,  and  fome  of  the  Democratic 
Cantons,  furpaffes  every  idea,  which  a  man  not  acquainted  with  the  place  can  form  of 
it,  with  this  additional  caufe  for  defpair,  that  the  evil  is  here  remedilefs  ;  whereas  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  London,  and  Vienna  may  grow  better  in  fome  generation. 

I  found  it  neceffary  to  make  thefe  introduflory  remarks,  becaufe,  though  I  was  not 
capable  to  fay  as  much  good  of  the  people  of  Vienna  at  prefent  as  I  could  wiih,  I  was 
willing  you  fliould  be  convinced  that  I  am  in  perfect  friendfliip  with  them,  and  do  not 
mean  to  advife  them  to  feparate  and  live  behind  the  hedges  like  gypfies,  in  order  to 
make  their  fituation  better,  by  approaching  nearer  to  the  itate  of  nature.  In  every  part 
of  the  world  I  meet  men  towards  whom  my  heart  warms,  and  have  no  neceflity  to 
wander  with  our  knight  errant^  among  the  vales  of  Piedmont,  Savoy,  and  Switzerland, 
in  order  to  find  fellow-creatures  to  be  proud  of.  I  do  not  know  whether  thefe  gentle- 
men pieet  with  what  they  are  in  fearch  of,  but  it  is  certain  that  they  all  come  back  again 
very  foon. 

What  diflinguiflies  the  people  of  this  place  from  the  Parifians  is  a  certain  coarfe  pride 
not  to  be  defcribed,  an  infurmountable  heavinefs  and  flupidity,  and  an  unaccountable 
propenfity  to  guzzling.  The  hofpitality  of  the  table,  about  which  you  have  heard  fo 
much,  is  only  an  eft'eft  of  pride.  During  the  four  weeks  I  have  been  here,  I  have 
hardly  been  able  to  dine  above  four  times  by  myfelf.  It  is  the  cuflom  when  a  man  is 
firft  introduced  into  a  new  houfe,  to  fix  a  day  in  every  week  for  him  to  be  a  regular 
guefl:  there.  In  the  firfl:  houfe  I  dined,  I  conceived  that  the  people  had  a  real  pleafure 
in  feeing  me  ;  but  I  had  not  fat  long  before  I  had  invitations  enough,  from  the  company 
prefent  only,  to  lafl  me  a  month.  But  when  they  afk  you,  they  all  doit  with  fuch  faces 
which  feem  to  fay,  "•  Is  not  it  true  that  wc  are  far  more  hofpitable  than  your  Parifian 
gentry  ?"  Sometimes  they  go  ftill  farther,  and  make  themfelves  very  merry  (that  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  Vienna  mode  of  being  merry)  with  our  fparing  niggardlinefs.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  a  mail  eats  much  better  here  than  he  does  at  Paris,  and  he  certainly  alfo 
eats  a  great  deal  more.  At  the  common  tables  of  the  people  of  a  middling  rank  (fuch  as 
the  lower  fervants  of  the  court,  merchants,  artifts,  and  the  better  kinds  of  mechanics) 
you  commonly  fee  fix,  eight,  or  even  ten  diflics,  with  two,  three,  or  even  four  kinds  of 
wine.  They  commonly  fit  two  hours  at  table,  and  they  took  it  as  a  very  uncivil  thing 
of  me  that  I  refufed  to  tafle  many  diflies,  though  I  was  compelled  to  do  fo,  to  fave  my- 
felf an  indigeftion.  But,  alas  !  fo  foon  as  the  body  is  fatisficd  here,  fo  foon  docs  the  mind 
long  for  the  friendly  diiics  and  foitph  of  Paris,  v\hiph  you  know  are  more  intended  for 
the  lead  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul,  than  the  dainty  purfuit  of  indigelfions,  choleras, 
and  apoplexy.  Here  the  only  entertaiinnent,  mingled  with  the  veiy  ferious  bufinefs 
going  forv/ard,  are  fome  very  bad  low  jokes.  At  thebeft  tables  here,  (I  mean  thofe  of 
the  lecond  order)  you  commonly  meet  a  monk,  but  more  commonly  a  player,  whofe 
very  refined  wit  enlivens  the  whole  company.  The  monk  is  commonly  feated  by  the 
lady  of  the  houfe,  whom  he  coquets  with  ;  the  player  is  feated  at  the  other  end,  and 
laughs  at  him  till  the  whole  route  brcalcs  out  into  Ihouts  of  laughter,  far  above  the  ca- 
pacity of  common  lungs  or  ears  either  to  join  in  or  bear.     When  the  converiation  takes 
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-a  more  ferious  turn,  it  is  always  about  the  theatre,  which  is  the  utmofli  length  to  which 
criticifm  or  obiervation  ever  extend  in  this  country  ;  but  the  players  are  far  from  being 
the  company  here  that  they  are  at  Paris.  None  of  thofe  with  whom  I  am  hitherto  ac- 
quainted know  their  mother  tongue.  At  Paris,  undoubtedly,  we  fliould  not  admit  into 
good  company,  men  who  neither  by  their  wit  or  their  manners  can  raife  themfelves  at 
■all  above  the  loweft  of  the  vulgar. 

Upon  the  whole,  you  meet  here  with  none  of  the  brifknefs,  the  fpirited  pleafure,  the 
unconflrained  fatisfadion,  and  the  interefting  curiofity  about  what  is  going  forwards, 
that  you  find  at  Paris  ev  ,'n  amongfl:  the  loweft  orders  of  fociety.  No  body  here  makes 
remarks  upon  the  minifters  or  the  court ;  no  body  entertains  the  company  with  the  no- 
velty  or  anecdote  of  the  day.  You  meet  with  numberlefs  people  of  the  middling  ranks 
who  have  nothing  to  fay  of  their  minifters,  their  generals,  and  philofophers,  and  who 
hardly  know  even  their  names.  Nothing  is  t^ken  care  of  but  the  animal  part.  They 
breakfaft  till  thev  dine,  and  they  dine  till  they  fup,  with  only  the  interval  of,  perhaps,  a 
fliort  walk  and  going  to  the  play.  If  you  go  into  a  coftee-houfe,  of  which  there  are  about 
feventy,  or  into  a  beer-houfe,  which  are  the  moft  elegant  and  beft  furniflied  of  all  the 
public  houfes,  (1  faw  one  with  red  damaf!-c  tapeftry,  pictu'-es  with  gilt  frames,  looking- 
glafles,  clocks  a-la-Grecque,  and  marble  tables,)  you  will  fee  nothing  but  a  perpetual 
motion  of  jaws.  One  thing  you  may  reft  aflured  of,  that  no  one  will  come  up  to  you  or 
be  troublefome  with  queftions  ;  no  man  there  talks  at  all,  except  with  his  neighbour, 
and  then  he  moft  commonly  whifpers.  You  would  conceive  you  were  in  a  Venetian 
coSee-houfe,  where  they  all  take  one  another  for  fpies.  When  I  fay  all  this  I  defire 
-to  be  underftood  as  fpeaking  of  the  middling  ranks  only,  who  in  all  countries  are  what 
properly  may  be  called  the  people,  for  as  to  the  people  of  rank,  they,  with  a  few  fliades 
only  of  diftin£tion,  are  the  fame  throughout  all  Europe ;  and  the  lovv'eft  clalTes  hardly 
mix  with  fociety.  No  doubt,  a  gentleman  introduced,  as  Dr.  Moore  happened  to  be, 
would  meet  wuh  many  an  Afpafia  capable  of  being  claffed  in  the  fame  line  with  her  im- 
mortal prototype;  (that  is,  the  vicious  part  of  the  charader  excepted;)  an  Afpafia  whofe 
circles  are  conliantly  filled  by  the  wifeft  philofophers,  the  deepeft  ftatefmen,  the  greateft 
generals,  the  wifeft,  mildeft,  and  moft  aftable  of  princes;  but  it  is  not  in  allemblies  of  this 
kind  that  the  characters  and  manners  of  a  nation  are  to  be  met  with. 

The  fociablenefs,  good  tafte,  and  poliftied  manners,  which  render  the  prefent  court  {o 
remarkable,  are  a  confequence  of  the  travelled  education  of  the  prefent  Emperor.  His 
father,  indeed,  had  relaxed  fomething  of  the  Sultan  manner  in  his  court ;  but  Jofeph 
is  the  firft  of  his  houfe  who  has  confidered  himfelf  as  a  man  born  for  all  mankind. 
Formerly  one  of  the  old  nobility  confidered  it  as  a  difgrace  if  a  common  citizen  even 
did  but  look  at  him;  and  the  lefler,  or  fecond  order  of  noblefte,  were  excluded  the  court, 
as  is  the  practice  in  Spain.  There  are  inftances  of  perfons,  even  of  the  rank  of  field- 
marftials,  who  could  not  gain  admittance.  1  he  whole  train  of  fcience  was  banilhed  un- 
der the  notion  of  pedantry,  and  the  arts,  ever  taftelefs  without  it,  were  employed  only 
to  drefs  up  harlequins.  The  Emperor  Leopold,  indeed,  had  fome  tafte  for  mufic:  but 
conceive  to  yourfelf  this  prince  (a  cotemporary  of  Lewis  XIV.  at  a  time  when  the  arts 
were  in  all  their  glory  with  us)  with  his  imperial  crown  on  his  imperial  flioulders,  look- 
ing out  of  his  palace  window  to  fee  a  fet  of  the  loweft  buffoons  that  ever  difgraced  a  ftage 
with  their  tricks,  fing  and  dance  in  the  court  of  the  palace.  Prince  Eugene  was  the 
firft  who  introduced  any  thing  of  a  tafte  into  the  country  ;  the  firft  who  gave  a  general 
love  for  French  literature  :  he  lived  in  the  ftrifteft  friendfhip  with  the  wits  and  artifts  of 
his  day,  and  was  the  fame  here  for  the  arts,  that  he  had  been  in  the  imperial  army, 
where  he  had  had  as  much  to  encounter  with  from  folly  and  fuperftition,  as  from  the 
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largefl  hofls  of  the  enemy.  -The  monk?,  particularly  the  jefuits,  refifted  his  benif^n  In. 
fluence  as  long  as  thev  could.  In  Charles  the  Vlth's  lime  no  kind  of  Utcrature  was 
held  in  eft-.em,  except  that  which  related  to  merchandize  and  finance.  A  few  days 
ago  there  fell  into  my  hands  a  book,  which,  without  a  doubt,  is  the  befl  publication  of 
thofe  dull  times ;  it  treats  of  finance,  and  though  written  in  mod  barbarous  German, 
lays  dou  n  the  belt  pruiciples  of  this  fcience.  Thcfe,  however,  no  king  has  followed  but 
the  King  of  PruIIia,  who  has  availed  himfelf  of  them,  to  the  no  flight  detriment  of  the 
countrv  in  which  the  book  was  written.  The  author's  name  was  Schroeder ;  he  was  in 
the  Emperor's  fervice.  Every  thing,  however,  except  finance,  was  in  utter  darknefs, 
and  even  the  fermons  were  farces.  Towards  the  end  of  the  lait  reign,  things  began  to 
be  upon  a  better  footing;  but  tlie  Emprefs,  who,  vviih  all  her  excellencies,  has  a  weak 
fide,  which  is  that  of  wanting  to  make  all  her  fubjects  angels,  fees  every  improvement 
that  is  propofed,  only  as  it  regards  her  religion  ;  befides  this,  fhe  has  a  little  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  etiquette  left  about  her,  and  loves  old  unpolluted  nobility. 

Notwithllanding  the  care  the  Emprefs  takes  of  the  morality  of  her  fubjefts,  all  the 
charities  depend  upon  the  court  alone  for  their  fupport.  We  meet  here  v/ith  no  curi 
of  Si.  Siilpice  to  raife  300,000  livres  a  year  for  the  relief  of  the  neceilitous.  The  Arch- 
bifliop  Migazzi  is  as  bigotted  and  as  dependant  on  the  papal  hierarchy  r.s  our  Beaumont, 
but  he  gives  no  million  of  livres  yearly  out  of  his  income  to  fecret  diftrefs,  as  the  good 
Archbilhop  of  Paris  does.  I  queftion  whether  it  would  be  poflible,  upon  ony  occafion, 
to  get  a  coUeQion  of  10,000  guilders  from  hence.  Though  Vienna  has  feveral  houfes 
in  it  with  which  the  moil  opulent  in  Paris  cannot  be  compared,  pride,  gallantry,  and  dif- 
fipation,  are  all  the  feelings  the  people  of  this  place  are  fufceptible  of.  Though  molt  of 
the  richelt  people  have  been  for  years  opprefl'ed  with  debts,  they  have  not  yet  learned 
to  confine  their  expences,  and  would  think  it  a  fhame  to  live  within  bounds.  As  to  the 
middling  orders,  they  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  are  well  fatisfied  if  they  can  make 
two  ends  of  the  year  meet.  CEconomy  is  a  term  entirely  banillied  from  the  place.  Every 
thing  fwills  and  lives  for  the  pleafure  of  fenfe  only. 


LETTER  XXI. 

Vienna. 

THE  police  of  this  place  is  entirely  taken  up  with  the  objefl:  of  fuppreffing  every 
thing  that  indicates  vigour  and  manly  ftrength  :  that,  however,  is  not  the  belt  police, 
vvhofe  only  obje£l  is  to  make  every  member  of  fociety  as  fecure  as  poflible,  but  that 
which  knows  how  to  give  the  greatelt  fecurity  to  the  whole,  and  at  the  fame  time  en- 
croaches as  little  as  poffible  upon  the  freedom  of  individuals.  It  is  certain,  that  by  fet- 
ting  watches  about  every  citizen's  houfe  to  take  an  account  of  what  is  going  forward  at 
his  table  and  in  his  bed,  and  to  follow  the  feveral  members  of  his  family  wherever  they 
go,  you  may  guard  efteclually  againft  diforder ;  but  who  is  there  that  exifts  on  earth, 
and  loves  the  order  that  is  kept  up  amongll  galley-flaves  ? 

The  wife  Creator,  whofe  government  ought  to  be  the  model  of  evei^  wife  legiflature, 
left  us  that  free  will  which  we  fo  often  abufe.  He  gave  us  ftrong  incitements  to  good, 
without  taking  away  the  power  of  doing  evil.  In  this  liberty,  notwithllanding  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  arife  from  it,  confifls  the  true  greatncfs  of  man.  Religion  teaches  us,  that 
in  his  own  good  time  God  will  puniih  the  wicked  and  reward  the  good.  Without  the 
freedom  ta  do  ill,  we  fhould  have  neither  moral  feelings  nor  moral  happinefs,  and  God 
would  not  be  righteous  towards  us. 

We 


RIESBECK's    travels    through    GERMANY.  75 

We  cannot  follow  a  befter  model  of  legiflation  and  police,  than  what  is  f-t  us  by  the 
Creator.  As  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  Icgiflation  to  punifh  the  wicked  without  partiality,  and 
reward  the  good  with  a  liberal  hand  ;  fo  the  police,  which  is  fubordinate  to  it,  ought  to 
have  no  other  object  than  to  give  it  the  means  of  rewarding  virtue  ;:nd  puiiilhiiig  vice. 
To  go  farther  than  this,  and  endeavour  to  make  moral  evil  phyfically  inipofiible,  is  an 
offence  both  againil  God  and  man. 

Human  juftice  knov.'s  of  no  evils  but  thofe  which  fpring  from  offences  which  are  hurt- 
ful  to  fociety  ;  flie  and  her  handmaid  the  police  have  no  right  to  turn  a  tril)unal  of  juf- 
tice into  a  tribunal  of  confefiion,  nor  imperioufly  to  extend  their  power  to  the  internal 
morals  of  a  man.  Even  if  the  generality  of  mankind  had  much  more  worth  of  charac- 
ter, and  much  greater  moral  feelings  than  they  have,  yet  ought  there  not  to  be  fuch 
an  inquifilion  as  fubfifls  iu  this  place,  by  the  tftablilhment  of  the  confiftorial  police  and 
other  courts. 

Probably  Vienna  is  the  only  city  in  the  world  which  has  a  court  called  a  fpecial  com- 
miffion  of  chaftity.  A  few  years  ago  the  fpics  of  this  extraordinary  tribunal  ufed  to 
follow  the  young  people  into  their  houfes  ;  not  only  fo,  they  ufed  to  break  into  their  bcd- 
-  chambers  and  vifit  their  beds  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  horror  which  this  raifed 
in  fociety  was  fo  univerfal,  that  the  Emperor  found  himfelf  obliged  to  ufe  all  his  influ- 
ence with  his  mother  (who  promifed  herfelf  great  things  from  thefe  exertions)  to  obtain 
fome  limitations  of  them.  The  fpies  of  the  police  were  in  contract  with  the  whores  ; 
thefe  ufed  to  decoy  the  young  men  to  their  houfes,  and  when  they  were  together  betray 
them.  The  young  people  had  then  nothing  for  it  but  to  allow  theinfelves  to  be  plun- 
dered, in  order  to  avoid  being  carried  before  the  commiffion  of  chaflity,  and  the  fpies 
and  the  whores  divided  the  booty  between  them.  The  evil  is  now  in  fome  degree  cor- 
recited  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Emperor,  but  the  public  walk  called  the  Prater  is  ftill 
furrounded  by  tenanted  fpies,  who  trace  the  young  men  to  trees  and  bufhes,  in  order  to 
prevent  oflences  that  are  only  poffible,  and  have  not  actually  been  given. 

It  is  the  opinion  here,  that  the  befl  way  of  preventing  fornication  and  child-murder, 
and  of  increafmg  population,  is  to  compel  a  man  who  has  a  child  fvvorn  to  him  to  marry 
the  woman  immediately.  I  was  told  a  curious  ftory  on  this  fubjefl:.  A  young  man  was 
fummoned  before  the  confiftory,  to  make  anfwer  to  a  young  woman  who  claimed  him 
tor  a  hufband.  As  he  was  in  the  outer  chamber  waiting  for  her,  he  faw  another  poor 
young  woman  who  was  come  there  ©n  a  like  errand.  Having  made  himfelf  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  her  cafe,  and  finding  that  the  fuppofed  father  of  the  chdd 
■was  fled,  and  not  likely  to  appear,  he  offered  her  a  good  fum  if  fhe  would  take  him  in 
the  ftead,  and  date  her  complaint  prior  to  the  time  of  that  which  he  expefted  to  be 
brought  againft  him.  She  promifed  him  that  fhe  would  do  fo,  and  he  went  to  the  judges 
full  of  conndtnce  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  projeft.  The  court  having  afked  him  whether  he 
had  flept  with  the  perfon  before  him,  and  he  having  confefTed,  he  was  told  that  he  was  a 
father,  and  muft  give  the  woman  his  hand.  To  this  he  made  anfv/er  that  he  had  no 
objeftion,  but  that  there  was  a  perfon  in  the  anti-chamber  who  had  older  claims  upon 
him.  Upon  her  being  called  in,  it  appeared  vifibly  that  fhe  was  farther  gone  than  the 
other.  The  firit  plaintiff  was  therefore  ordered  to  content  herfelf  with  a  fum  of  gold 
and  go  away.  The  young  man  now  pleaded  that  he  had  compounded  matters  with  the 
other  lady  ;  but,  to  his  inexprefTible  aflonifhment,  flie  denied  it.  The  judges  thci 
aiked  for  witnefles,  and  he  having  none  to  produce,  he  was  obliged  to  give  his  hand  to 
one,  whom  he  had  feen  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  for  the  firft  time  iu  his  life. 

I  know  feveral  men  who  have  been  made  hufbands  of  in  this  manner.  Their  wives, 
for  a  time,  drove  on  a  general  trade  quietly  with  their  cuftomers.     When  thefe  began 
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to  fail,  they  picked  one  out  of  the  number,  whom  they  thought  would  make  a  good  huf- 
band,  and  fummoned  him  before  the  court.  The  pi'oof  of  having  flept  together,  even 
without  any  confequences  having  followed,  was  deemed  fufficient  to  eftablilh  a  claim. 
Some  of  thefe  very  honourable  pairs  are  known  by  the  whole  town. 

I  know  of  another  method  to  prevent  whoring  and  child-murder,  much  more  effeftual 
tlian  this  is ;  but  then  unluckily  it  does  not  fo  well  anfwer  the  other  objeft  which  thefe 
legiflators  have  in  view,  namely,  the  increafe  of  population.  Shakefpeare  is  the  author 
of  the  police  I  would  propofe.  I  do  not  remember  in  which  of  his  plays  it  is  that  he 
makes  a  Vienna  bawd  fay,  "  If  the  police  will  effectually  baniOi  fornication,  it  fliould  caf- 
trate  all  the  men." 

Thefe  marriages  by  compulfion  are  attended  with  very  pernicious  confequences,  both 
to  fociety  and  the  flate.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  prevent  fornication,  but  it  is  cer-- 
tain  that  they  much  increafe  adultery.  Truth,  confidence,  and  love,  the  mofl:  holy  and 
mod  ufeful  bands  of  fociety,  they  entirely  diflblve.  The  man,  who,  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  having  been  compelled  to  give  her  his  hand,  is  obliged  to  confider  his  wife 
as  a  whore,  cannot  be  her  true  friend,  cannot  have  that  refped  for  her  which  is  abfo- 
lutely  requifite  to  make  a  happy  marriage.  It  is,  indeed,  aftonifhing  how  indifferent  the 
married  people  of  this  place  are  to  each  other.  I  know  that  this  is  the  cafe  at  Paris  too ; 
but  there  it  arifes  from  the  manners,  and  not  from  the  government,  as  it  does  here. 
Nor,  indeed,  are  conjugal  love  and  fidelity  fo  extind;  amongft  perfons  of  the  middling 
rank  in  fociety  at  Paris,  as  theyfeem  to  be  in  this  place.  I  believe,  too,  that  even  population, 
which  this  fcolifh  law  is  intended  to  promote,  fuffers  confiderably  by  it  ;  for  it  is  an  ob- 
fervation  which  has  often  been  made,  both  by  moralifts  and  phyficians,  that,  without 
love  betwixt  the  parties,  the  marriage  bed  often  proves  barren.  IVIofl  of  the  pairs  I  am 
acquainted  with,  who  have  been  married  by  compulfion,  are  without  children,  and  in 
general  the  marriage  bed  is  not  fruitful  here. — The  indifference  of  the  parents  for  each 
Either  likewife  extends  to  the  children,  amongft  whom  all  the  fine  feelings-«f  love  and 
iriendlhip  are  ftifled  in  early  infancy.  It  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  this  want  of  the  affec- 
tions of  focial  and  domeftic  life,  that  the  people  of  this  place  have  fo  few  moral  feelings 
as  they  have. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  every  thing  has  its  good  as  well  as  its  weak  fide.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  people's  want  of  fpirit  is,  that  their  vices  are  as  few  and  as  weak  as  their 
virtues.  Nothing  is  heard  here  of  the  tragedies  which  are  fo  frequent  at  London,  Rome, 
and  Naples.  Pick-pockets,  cheats,  bankrupts,  thieves,  fpendthrifts,  pimps,  and  bawds, 
are  the  only  criminals  known  in  Vienna.  The  Auffrian  has  not  ftrength  of  charaflier 
enough  to  be  a  highwa^nnan ;  and  a  Saxon  gentleman,  who  has  been  fettled  here  fome- 
years,  and  has  travelled  over  the  whole  country,  affures  me,  that  he  does  not  remember 
to  have  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  as  a  duel.  I  was  witnefs  to  a  fcene  yefterday  which  ft rongly 
marks  the  charaftev  both  of  the  people  and  the  police  of  this  place.  A  well  dreffed  man 
had  a  quarrel  with  a  hackney  coachman  about  his  fare.  They  foon  came  to  high  words. 
One  of  the  fix  hundred  fpies,  who  are  divided  about  different  parts  of  the  city,  came  up. 
The  gentleman  grew  warm  and  gave  bad  words,  which  the  other  returned  with  interefl:.. 
At  length  they  fhook  their  fifts  at  each  other,  but  neither  ventured  to  flrike  ;  for  it 
feems  there  is  a  law,  by  which,  whoever  llrikes  firft  ispuniflied,  let  the  previous  provo- 
cation have  been  what  it  will.  Had  either  but  touched  the  hat  of  the  other,  it  would 
have  been  reckoned  a  blow,  and  he  would  have  been  immediately  taken  up  by  the  watch. 
As  it  was,  they  parted,  after  affording  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  laugh  to  the  populace. 
The  duration  of  thefe  frays  may  be  longer  or  fhorter,  ad  libitum  ;  but  there  are  iew  ex- 
ampks  of  their  ever  being  carried  fartlier  than  words. 

The 
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The  court  has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  revolt.  In  the  beginning  of  tne  lad  century, 
indeed,  the  protefl:ants  made  a  little  ilir;  but  all  was  foon  quiet  apjain.  Indeed,  the 
Viennois  is  too  enervate  for  an  infurrcdtion.  On  the  other  hand,  he  feels  nothing  of 
the  warm  glow  which  fills  the  brealt  of  a  French  or  Engliihman  for  the  fuccefles  ot  his 
country.  The  feveral  provinces  of  France  have  frequently  made  great  prefents  to  their 
kings  in  time  of  war,  and  v/e  have  often  feen  colltclions  made  in  cotfee-hnules  for  build- 
ing (hips  of  the  line.  Here  there  are  very  few,  if  any  inftances  of  this  kind.  Subordi- 
nation is  the  only  charafteriflic  feature  of  this  people;  nor  have  I  ever  fccn  a  fpark  here 
either  of  the  Englifliman's  love  of  liberty,  or  the  Frenchman's  feeling  for  the  honour  of 
the  grand  monarch.  The  pride  even  of  the  army  is  too  perfonal,  ever  to  admit  of  any 
fenfibility  for  the  honour  of  the  flate.  The  fongs  of  the  French  foldier  are,  as  you  well 
know,  poems  which  infpirit  and  lead  him  on  to  glory,  by  reminding  him  of  what  his 
anceftors  have  done  and  fuflered  for  their  country  ;  but  here  I  feldom  hear  the  foldier 
fing  at  all,  and  wh.;n  he  does,  it  is  mere  ribaldry.  Not,  however,  that  I  doubt  but  that, 
in  fpite  of  their  bad  fuiging,  an  Aultrian  army  would  put  a  French  one  to  the  route  ;. 
but  that  is  owing  to  another  caufe.  I  only  difcufs  this  fubjecb  en  pajfatit^  and  fliall  referve 
myfelf  to  fpeak  more  fully  to  it,  when  I  come  to  Berlin. 

The  individuals  of  a  country  which  exills  only  by  fubordination,  will  of  courfebe  weak 
and  feeble  charaders.  It  is  true  that  the  molt  iliimited  obedience  did  Sparta  no  harm  j 
but  the  reafon  wa?,  becaufe  it  was  not  the  reigning  feature  of  the  people,  but  only  a 
means  of  fecuring  the  freedom  after  which  the  nation  thirfled.  The  Britifh  laws  are 
fome  of  them  very  fevere,  and  the  difcipline  of  their  navy  as  (Irid  as  that  of  the  Pruffian 
army  ;  but  as  thefe  feverities  do  not  run  through  the  whole  of  their  government,  they 
do  not  deftroy  the  feelings  of  the  people.  Though  no  nation  has  fo  much  checked  the 
power  of  their  kings  at  different  periods  as  the  British  has  done,  yet  the  hiftory  of  no 
nation  affords  more  inflances  of  the  devotion  of  individuals  to  the  fovereign.  The  fame 
love  which  the  Englifimian  has  for  liberty  extends  to  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  when- 
ever the  prince  leaves  the  conftitution  unimpaired  and  manifefts  a  love  lor  it.— -The 
upfhot  is  that  the  Briton  will  preferve  (Irength  of  character  as  long  as  the  conftitution 
of  his  country  lafts  j  whereas  the  fubjecls  of  delpotic  princes  will  be  weak  and  grovelling 
in  fpirit. 

The  great,  whofe  firfl  paffion  is  the  love  of  power",  will  of  courfe  confider  ftrength  of 
character  in  their  fubjefts  or  dependants,  as  a  natural  enemy  whom  they  mud  feek  to 
fubdue.  Confequently  their  object  will  be  to  make  the  (late  to  which  they  belong  a  ma- 
chine in  the  (trideft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  machine  of  which  their  will  is  to  be  the  only 
foul.  Such  machines  at  this  day  are  even  armies  become,  and  it  ia-a  true  remark,  made 
by  feveral  writers  both  of  thefe  and  other  great  machines  of  ftate,  that  the  weaker  every 
Individual  member  is,  the  more  durable  and  the  flronger  the  whole  will  be.  I  know  it,  I 
confefs  it  ;  all  I  defire  is  not  to  be  the  member  of  fuch  a  corps.  The  government  of 
this  place  endeavours  to  make  fome  amends  for  the  univerfal  fubje£lion  under  v/h;ch  the 
people  are  held,  by  a  moft  exact  adminlftration  of  julHce,  by  taking  meafures  for  uni- 
verfal fecurity,  and  by  the  free  admifllon  and  encouragement  of  every  pleafure  (the  Tin- 
gle one  of  lawlefs  love  alone  excepted)  that  can  di^light  the  human  mind.  Whilft  in 
France  a  country  gentleman  may  be  thrown  in  prifon  by  a  governor  of  a  province,  and 
continue  there  all  his  life,  the  loweft  footman  here  is  aflured  of  having  the  firifleft  juf- 
tice  done  him,  if  he  has  occafion  to  complain  of  his  lord,  even  though  he  were  the  lord 
bigh  chamberlain.  The  police  is  fo  vigilant  and  acute,  that  the  moft  fubtle  thefts  are 
commonly  difcovered,  and  the  owner  gets  his  goods  a^ain.  Almoft  all  the  Imperial 
houfesand  gardens  are  almoft  conflantly  open  to  the  public    The  players  are  under  the 
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peculiar  proteSion  of  a  court,  who  fliews  in  every  thing,  that  the  reftraint  it  lays  the 
people  under  arifes  more  from  principle  than  the  defire  of  tyrannizing  over  them.  And 
yet,  notwithftanding  all  this  pleafure,  and  all  this  fecuriiy,  I  had  rather  be  expofed  to  a 
London  footpad,  or  have  the  bottles  and  glaffes  whiftle  round  my  head  on  the  lad  night 
of  Vauxhall,  than  enjoy  all  the  placid  tranquillity  of  this  place.  Thele  lafl  are  diibrders 
indeed,  but  they  are  diforders  which  are  infeparable  from  a  ftrong  national  character, 
fuchas  is  that  of  the  people  by  whom  they  are  committed. 


LETTER  XXII. 

Vienna. 

AS  foon  as  the  Emperor  governs  this  country  alone,  a  revolution  will  take  place  here, 
that  will  render  the  prefent  inhabitants  a  phosnomenon  to  the  next  generation.  He  is 
a  philofopher  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word,  although  he  does  not,  like  Rodolph  the 
Second,  gaze  at  the  (tars  with  Tycho  Brahe.  He  loves  mankind,  and  is  acquainted 
with  their  value.  I  kiiovv  no  public  ini'cription  that  does  a  prince  more  honour,  than 
that  which  is  over  the  gate  of  the  public  garden  here.  "  A  place  of  pleafure  for  all  men, 
prepared  for  them  by  their  friend."  Jofcph  is  a  profefled  admirer  of  all  that  is  called 
•private  virtue  {Ics  •vcriiis  bourgroifes^,  and  his  principles  of  government  are  as  republican 
as  thofe  of  molt  of  the  Itates  who  at  this  day  call  themfelves  republics.  Flitherto,  how- 
ever, the  different  way  of  thinking  of  his  mother  has  prevented  much  of  his  theory  from 
being  carried  into  praftice. 

The  bright  fides  of  this  Emprefs's  character  are  fo  ftriking,  that  one  can  hardly  ob- 
ferve  the  darker  ones.     In  private  life,  indeed,  fuch  fmall  ipots  would  appear  not  only 
venial,  but  in  fome  degree  refpeftable  ;   but  ir  is  the  misfortune  of  greatnefs,  that  tb(X 
fmaliefl  weaknefs  of  the  governor  has  often  a  fenfible  influence  on  the  happinefs  of  the 
governed,  fo  that  the  lead  perfonal  vices  are  often  the  greatefl:  political  defetfts. 

Whoever  fees  the  Emprefs  now,  difjcovers  that  flie  has  been  a  beauty.  Within  thefe 
few  years  Oie  has  begun  to  be  fubjed  to  fome  of  the  infirmities  of  advancing  age ;  but 
the  bed  judges  dill  difccrn  a  ftrong  conditution  and  lively  temperament  in  her.  I  faw 
her  for  the  fnft  time  in  the  church  of  the  Augudine  Friars,  where  die  was  attending  a 
religious  ceremony,  and  immediately  recognized  her,  not  fo  much  by  her  likenefs  to  her 
pidtures  (from  the  truth  of  which  age  has  of  courfe  taken  a  great  deal,)  as  by  the  air  of 
niajedy  which  ftrikes  everyone  who  has  the  honour  to  approach  her.  She  has  the 
flronged  paffions,  but  has  never  been  fubdued  to  the  leall  unworthinefs,  by  thofe  to 
which  nature  in  general  the  mod  inclines,  and  which  her  conditution  the  more  particu- 
larly expofes  her  to.  FoJJtbly  die  is  an  ow/y,  mojl  certainly  ■i.fjiguldr  inftance  of  a  prin- 
cefs,  over  whoni  religion  and  honour  have  had  more  influence  than  the  demands  of  an 
impetuous  conditution,  and_  the  allurements  of  unlimited  power.  This  probably  arofe 
from  her  having  herfelf  chofen  her  hufband,  who  was  the  man  of  his  day  molt  likely 
to  fecure  the  afl'eftions  of  a  woman.  To  him  die  was  paflionately  devoted  ;  but  her  af- 
fections never  wandered  a  ftep  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  ftricted  decorum.  Vainly  has 
fcandal  endeavoured  to  find  out  anecdotes  to  feed  on  in  her  life.  Ten  well  made  drong 
children  yet  living  are  fo  many  witneffes  that  her  hufband  polfcded  all  her  love.  At  his 
death,  flie  forbad  herfelf  all  farther  thoughts  of  the  paflion,  and  made  a  vow  to  lament 
him  for  ever  ;  a  vow  to  which  flie  has  religioufly  adhered.  She  is  always  drei^id  in 
black,  and  wears  no  ornament  of  any  kind.  Who,  that  is  acquainted  with  the  hiitory 
of  Elifabethj  K  ,  and  fo  many  other  fovereigns,  can  help  being  adonidied  when  they 
.read  this  ? 

Her 
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Her  warm  'ove,  however,  made  her  hufband  pafs  many  a  weary  hour.  It  was  im- 
pofiible  or  jealoufy  not  to  have  great  power  over  a  heart,  the  violence  of  whofe  motions 
was  only  kept  in  hy  a  ienfe  of  relip;ion.  It  is  not  very  certain  whether  flie  had  ever  real 
grounds  for  fu-'picion  ;  but  every  body  at  Vienna  remembers  that.a  certain  lady  was 
obliged  to  leave  it,  becaufe  the  Emperor,  who  was  very  courteous  towards  every  bodv, 
but  particularly  fo  to  the  ladies,,  had  made  her  fome  common  place,  unmeaning  com- 
pliments. 

The  Emprefs's  benevolence,  of  which  religion  is  the  principle,  approaches  almofl  to 
profufion.  She  refufes  relief  to  none  of  thofe  who  (land  in  need  of  her  aflhlance;  and 
tl>e  meaiiefl;  of  her  fubjefts  finds  the  way  to  make  his  diilreffes  known  to  her.  Her 
ftev.'ard  has  hardly  any  thing  to  lay  before  her,  but  accounts  of  charities.  Her  liberality 
particularly  fhews  itfelf  towards  widows,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  of  high  birth.  Many 
perfons,  amo;:  ;i1:  whom  are  widows  of  minifters  of  Hate,  receive  penfions  of  6000  guil- 
ders (300I.)  from  her.  Her  partiality  to  high  birth  makes  her  defirous  that  every  per- 
fon  fliould  live  up  to  his  or  her  rank.  With  refpedl  to  the  public  foundations  of  charity, 
file  behaves  as  anEmprefs  fhould  do.  The  library,  fchools,  hofpitals,  and  poor-houfes, 
coft  her  immenfe  fums.  I  am  aiTured,  that  the  debts  flie  has  cojntracled  by  this  liberality 
amount  to  vpwards  of  twenty  millions  of  guilders  ;  and  one  of  my  friends  informed  m?,. 
that  ihe  gives  away  three  millions  per  annum  in  private  charity. 

Who  now  would  imagine  that,,  under  fo  worthy  a  character,  merit  often  ftarves,  whilfl 
large  fums  are  laviflied  upon  the  worthlefs  ?  Who  would  imagine,  that  the  prejudices 
of  religion  could  have  fo  flir  gotten  the  better  of  her  natural  dii'pofition,  as  to  make  her 
refufe  aliifting  an  officer  who  had  been  crippled  in  her  fervice,  unlcfs  he  embraced  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  ?  After  feveral  converfations  with  the  priefl  font  to  him  by  the 
Emprefs,  this  gentleman  plainly  perceived  that  he  mufl  turn  fcoundrel,  to  be  relieved. . 
He  determined  therefore  to  quit  Vienna ;  which  he  did,  and  went  to  Holland,  where  he 
died  a  general  officer.  Since  the  prefent  Emperor  has  begun  to  have  any  influence  in 
bufinefs,  merit  has  no  longer  any  fuch  oppreflion  to  fear,  but  it  mud  ftill  make  ufe  of 
all  its  wtight  to  break  through  this  fpecies  of  obftacles,  which  however  at  all  times  are 
more  the  work  of  the  priefts  than  of  the  Emprefs. 

Her  impetuous  temper  often  breaks  out  into  grofs  gufis  of  paffion  and  anger ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  ftorm  is  palt,  flie  endeavours  to  make  amends  for  the  mifchief  or  injury  flie 
may  have  done  whilfl  it  raged.  I  was  told  an  anecdote,  which  if  not  entirely  true,  yet 
gives  a  great  infight  into  this  part  of  her  charader.  An  officer,  who  had  a  favour  to 
afl;,  had  his  name  written  down  in  the  lirt;  of  thofe  who  wanted  audiences.  He  waited 
a  long  time,  till  his  turn  (which  is  religioufly  obferved)  came  to  be  introduced.  At 
length  he  was  called  in,  but  he  had  hardly  made  his  obedience  to  the  Emprefs,  according 
to  the  Spanifli  etiquette,  when  fiie  broke  out  into  fuch  a  ftorm  of  opprobious  abufe,  as 
almoft  made  him  fmk  to  the  ground.  Her  vivacity  made  her  eyes  roll  with  fire,  and 
the  motion  of  her  arms  was  rendered  fo  quick  by  it,  that  the  man  was  afraid  Ihe  might 
do  a  little  execution  upon  him,  with  her  own  Jyigb  hand.  Twice  or  thrice  he  attempted 
to  put  in  a  word,  but  the  fl:orm  of  the  monarch's  indignation  was  too  ftrong  to  be  con- 
trolled, and  he  was  forced  to  wait  till  flie  was  fairly  out  of  breath.  Ele  then  muflered 
up  all  his  courage  and  faid,  "  Surely  Your  Majefty  muft  have  forgotten  I  am  N.  N." 
As  foon  as  fhe  found  that  fhe  had  been  miftaken  in  the  perfon,  fhe  made  him  a  formal 
excufe,  and  her  defire  to  fet  all  things  right  again  carried  her  fo  far  another  way,  that, 
fhe  fettled  an  handfome  penfion  on  him.  She  is  by  no  means  proof  againft  pride,  but 
is  proud  of  the  dignity  and  the  greatnefs  of  her  houfe.  She  weeps  tears  of  joy  as  often., 
as  Ihe  hears  how  her  children,  particularly  the  Emperor  and  the  Queen  of  France  are. 
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beloved  by  all  the  world.  This  family  pride,  joined  to  her  quick  feelings,  are  the  caufe 
why  file  confiders  all  the  princes  who  have  been  at  war  with  her  at  any  time,  as  her  per- 
fonal  enemies,  and  has  never  forgiven  any  of  them.  The  Emperor's  lafl  wife,  who  was 
a  Bavarian  princefs,  had  caufe  to  regret  her  father's  having  attempted  to  rob  the  Em- 
prefs  of  liohemia.  Upper  Auftria,  and  the  Imperial  Crowu.  She  made  her  feel  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Houfe  of  Aullria,  over  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria.  Thus  far  is  true,  but 
the  fabk's  which  have  been  raifed  on  this  foundation  are  too  wild  even  to  deferve  a  feri- 
eus  refutation. 

Fame  has  not  reported  falfely  of  this  great  princefs.  She  is  a  true  woman,  and  it  is 
by  the  amiable  paflions  of  her  own  fex  that  fhe  is  mod  diftinguifhed.  She  was  not  at 
all  offended  at  being  told  by  the  relation  of  another  great  fovereign,  whom  (he  was  com- 
plimenting on  the  reputation  of  his  friend,  "  May  it  pleafe  Your  Majefty,  my  fifter  is  ftill 
only  a  ivoman."  All  the  tints  in  Therefa's  charaQer  are  the  fliades  of  a  lively  female 
charafter.  She  was  the  truefl,  but  the  moft  jealous  of  wives  ;  the  mod  affedionate, 
but  at  the  fame  time  the  fevered  of  mothers;  the  mod  friendly,  but  at  the  fame  time 
the  mod  imperious  mother-in-law. 

Her  charafter,  however,  has  fometimes  rifen  beyond  the  drength  of  a  man.  The 
refolution  with  which  die  defended  her  hereditary  dominions  againd  fo  many  powers  united 
to  opprefs  her,  excited  the  adonifliment  of  all  Europe.  Her  love  of^judice  is  fo  great, 
that  die  immediately  defids  from  any  pretenfions  die  has  formed,  which  are  not  recon- 
cileable  with  it,  when  die  is  diewn  that  they  are  not  fo.  Though  the  King  of  Prudia 
knows  that  die  bears  him  a  grudge,  (which  die  will  carry  with  her  to  her  grave,)  he  is  fo 
fatisfied  of  the  general  rectitude  of  her  principles,  that  whenever  they  have  a  difpute, 
his  only  care  is  to  have  his  reafons  properly  dated  to  the  Emprefs  heifelf,  by  his  ambaf- 
fador.  The  nobility  of  Genoa,  as  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  who  took  a  great  part  in 
the  revolution  of  1746,  exclaimed  with  one  voice,  "  O,  if  it  were  podible  to  bring  our 
grievances  before  the  Emprefs  herfelf,  we  diould  be  fure  of  obtaining  relief."  The  ci-y 
of  thefe  Republicans  at  the  time  when  they  were  mod  forely  opprelled  by  Audrlan  ar- 
mies, was  the  fined  praife  that  Therefa  could  have  heard, — but  flie  heard  it  not. 

Amidd  the  various  fpecies  of  knowledge  die  poffedes,  there  is  one  which  unluckily 
fails  her,  the  knowledge  of  mankind.  According  to  the  cudom  of  her  houfe,  die  was 
bred  up  in  an  elevation  which  has  not  allowed  of  her  feeing  with  her  own  eyes  the  necef- 
fities  of  ordinary  life,  and  the  true  intereds  of  the  people  die  reigns  over.  Her  whole 
education  was  fo  condufted  as  to  make  her  the  dupe  of  flatterers,  who  made  her  believe 
that  nobles  and  prieds  were  a  fuperior  order  of  men  to  laymen  and  common  people. 
Prieds  and  flatterers  have  at  times  betrayed  her  into  aftions  which  her  heart  would 
fliudder  at,  if  die  could  fee  them  in  their  right  light.  An  indance  of  this  was  given 
fome  years  ago,  when,  in  an  infurreftion  of  the  Bohemian  peafants,  the  Emperor  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  tenures.  This  he  did  becaufe  he  knew 
the  true  fituation  of  thefe  poor  flaves,  who  did  not  themfelves  know  what  they  defired, 
but  were  only  driven  to  what  they  did  by  hunger.  There  was  indeed  little  to  lay  to 
their  charge  befides  having  hunted  fome  barons  out  of  bed  ;  but-the  wives  of  the  Bo- 
hemian nobles  fo  far  prevailed  upon  the  Emprefs  with  their  tears,  that  foldiers  were  fent 
Into  the  country,  and  many  poor  people  were  hanged  as  traitors,  who  were  in  fa<5l  only 
the  viftims  of  hunger.  As  this  happened  in  the  memorable  year  of  fcarcity  over  all 
Europe,  when  Bohemia,  notwithdanding  the  natural  riches  of  its  agriculture,  was  re- 
duced to  the  greated  necefllty,  and  as  the  Emperor  well  knew  that  the  principal  caufe  of 
it  was  owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  great  landlords,  particularly  of  the  prieds,  he  endea- 
voured to  take  off"  the  fervitude  of  the  lower  orders  j  but  his  mother's  attachment  to  the 
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nobility  prevented  a  meafure,  which  would  have  made  a  country  fo  favoured  by  naure 
as  Bohemia  is,  one  of  the  mod  flourifliing  in  the  world.  The  Emprefs  mad.-  it  a  mat- 
Jer  of  confcience  to  deprive  a  fniall  part  of  her  fubjedts  of  the  leaft  part  of  their  income 
by  fuch  a  meafure,  but  never  bethought  herfelf,  that  the  nobihty  and  prieils  confuii.ed 
in  idlenefs  the  fvveat  and  blood  of  fo  many  thoufand  people. 

A  defpotic  prince,  who  has  not  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  world,  to  fee  through 
the  people  \\ho  furround  him,  is  the  mofl:  dependant  man  in  his  country.      Notwith- 
ftanding  all  her  attention  to  [o  many  various  matters,  and  notwithftanding  all  her  power, 
t'le  good  Emprefs  cannot  prevent  herfelf  from  being  cheated  by  all  who  approach  her! 
iShe  imagines  that  flie  prevents  every  fm  by  her  eftabliflimeuts  of  chaftity,  and  does  not 
know  how  many  adulterelTes  ihe  makes  by  them.    She  would  indeed  be  aitoniflied,  if  fhe 
could  fee  only  a  part  of  the  horns,  which  the  men  of  this  place  carry  about  with  them 
^under  their  peruques.     It  is  faid,  that  the  Emprefs  infifts  upon  the  young  women,  par- 
ticularly thole  who  are  brought  up  in  the  Therefianum,  tying  their  hair  &c.  in  a  parti- 
cular manner;  but  notwithllanding  thefe  ribbands  of  chaflity,  I  have  been  affured  by  a 
countefs,  who  was  brought  up  in  this  feminary,  that  groflfer  vices  prevailed  there,  than 
any  againfl  which  the  commiflion  of  chaflity  is  direfted.     I  know  a  woman,  who  in  or- 
der to  get  herfelf,  and  her  hcvidfome  daughter  a  maintenance,  procured  the  latter  an 
engagement  upon  a  fmall  theatre,_  which  hardly  brings  her  in  enough  to  buy  pins  for 
her  hair.     We  know  that  at  Paris  the  theatre  is  more  a  title  to  a  maintenance  than  a 
maintenance  of  itfelf ;  but  there  is  this  difference  betwixt  the  countries,  here  the  mother 
carries  her  cheap  daughter  from  a  rehearfal  to  church,  where  both  tell  their  beads  with 
down-cafl:  eyes,  and  the  mofl  pious  looks,  in  order  to  bring  themfelves  into  a  reputation 
of  fanftity  with  the  police.      By  this  means,  perfons  who  love  their  pleafures,  and  yet 
wifli  to  be  well  with  the  Emprefs,  know  no  better  way  of  compaiTmg  both  thefe  objefts, 
than  by  vifiting  the  churches.     Another  inftance  of  hypocrify.     There  is  a  well-known 
«ian  of  letters  here,  ivho  tranjlated  a  prayer-book  from  the  French  and  dedicated  It  to  the 
Emprefs  as  an  original  compofition,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  place,  together  with  the 
prefent  cuftomary  upon  thole  occafions.     The  plan  fucceeded  ;  the  Emprefs  confidered 
him  as  a  pious  man,  and  he  had  a  reward  ;  but  he  was  fo  loft  to  Ihame,  as  to  make 
fport  of  the  good  woman's  credulity  in  the  circle  of  his  friends.     The  fame  thing  takes 
place  with  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  books.      'J"he  queen  would  fink  to  the  ground, 
if  flie  could  fee  one  of  the  thoufand  private  libraries  in  Vienna,  which  contain  all  the 
heretical,  and  all  the  fcandalous  writers  which  llie  conceives  her  college  of  cenfure,  and 
her  Inde>:  Expurgatorius,  which  is  thicker  than  that  of  Rome,  to  have  baniflied  from  the 
country  for  ever.     So  it  is  with  feveral  of  her  other  inftitutions,  the  ineflicacy  of  wjiich 
flievvs  they  are  fit  for  nothing  but  to  make  hypocrites. 

LETTER  XX.III 

In  order  to  have  any  idea  of  the  government  of  this  place,  it  is  necoflary  to  attend  to 
the  three  contending  parties  of  the  flate.  The  firfl  and  firongeft  is  that  of  the  Em- 
prefs ;  it  confillsof  the  great  perfonage  herfelf.  Cardinal  Migazzj  the  archbifliop,  fome 
monks,  principally  capuchi  nes,  and  a  few  old  ladies  who  make  their  court  to  the  En:- 
prefs  by  imitating  her  peculiarities.  This  party  is  always  pregnant  with  commifTions  of 
chaftity,  prohibition  of  books,  driving  away  dangerous  preachers  and  profeflbrs,  increaf- 
ing  the  papal  power^  and  perfecuting  the  new  philofophy.     Great  part  of  the  old  no- 
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%)iKty,  whofe  prerogatives  (land  upon  the  fame  ground  as  thofc  of  the  pricilhood,  adhei-e 
■very  ftrongly  to  this  party. 

The  fecond  party  is  that  of  the  Emperor,  and  it  is  at  perpetual  war  with  the  former^ 
This  party  employs  itfelf  in  the  improvement  of  legiflation,  and  the  promotion  of  agri- 
culture, trade,  and  iuduftry  of  all  kinds;  in  the  extenfion  oi  philofopliy  and  tafle;  iiv 
•curtailing  the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the  nobles;  in  the  prote(^lion  of  the  lower 
clafles  againfl;  the  higher, — and  in  whatever  can  make  gods  of  men.  One  of  the  princi- 
pal perfons  of  this  party  is  Marfhal  Lacy,  who  carries  on  a  inoft  unremitting  war  againft 
the  monks,  and  their  adherents.  This  able  general  a6ls  here  jult  as  he  did  when  he 
was  opponent  to  the  King  of  PruITia ;  and  the  Emperor  and  he  are  always  occupied  in 
planning  zig-zag-marches,  and  counter-marches,  and  retreats;  fo  that  General  Migazzi^ 
and  his  brown,  black,  white,  half-black,  half-white  troops  are  often  obliged  to  go  into 
winter  quarters,  without  having  eflefted  any  flaughter  at  all.  Thefe  two  parties,  wh«. 
are  open  enemies,  have  however  fome  intercourfe  with  each  other  through  the  mediuni 
t)f  a  third,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  celebrated  Count  Kaunitz. 

Count  Kaunitz,  the  greateft  (tatefman  of  our  day,  and  a  man  who,  by  great  fervices 
to  the  imperial  houfe,  has  worked  himfclf  into  the  confidence  both  of  the  Emprefs  and 
her  fon,  is  worthy  to  be  the  mediator  between  them.  In  his  heart  he  is  more  favourable 
to  the  Emperor's  party,  than  to  that  of  his  mother ;  but  he  is  obliged  to  appear  a  kind  of 
middle-man,  and  to  give  his  own  philofophical  operations  that  kind  of  religious  call 
Vithout  which  they  would  not  go  down.  He  often  covers  the  marches  of  the  Emperor 
and  his  great  field-marfhal,  by  which  means,  as  alert  as  Migazzi  is,  he  is  often  forced 
to  capitulate  before  he  knows  that  the  enemy  is  in  the  field.  Kaunitz  diftinguifhes  him- 
felf  by  his  ftyle  of  living,  and  mode  of  expence.  Thefe  are  entirely  French,  and  mod 
magnificent.  As  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  the  Emperor's  rigid  ceconomy,  than 
filch  a  way  of  life  ;  it  is  not  certain  but  that  the  Count,  though  nothing  can  fliake  hinv 
his  merits  are  fo  well  known,  may  upon  a  change  be  obliged  to  an  alteration  in  this 
refpeft,  which  his  age,  and  the  habits  he  has  contraded,  would  make  unpleafing  to 
him. 

What  with  the  eredion  of  new  fchools,  and  the  care  to  prevent  the  eredion  of  new. 
cloifters,  the  battles  about  new  books,  and  the  recommendations  to  civil  and  military 
employments,  all  the  three  parties  have  fufficiently  to  do.  The  lall  point,  efpecially, 
gives  them  conftant  work.  There  is  hardly  an  employment  vacant,  but  the  Emprefs  is 
wearied  with  recommendations  from  her  ladies  and  prieds  ;  and  the  Emperor,  whofe 
candidate  is  commonly  the  man  of  mofl  merit,  is  almoft  always  fure  to  come  too  late- 
There  are  a  great  number  of  fmecure  offices  in  the  country,  but  many  counfellors  and 
aflelfors  have  either  nothing  to  do,  or  put  in  deputies  to  do  their  bufineis  for  a  very  little 
money.  The  luxury  in  which  thefe  people  live  is  beyond  conception.  His  Honour  (for 
every  petty-fogging  judge  of  the  court  of  confcience  is  his  honour)  mufl:  have  his  gentle- 
man ;  and  her  honour^  the  wife,  muft  have  her  waiting  lady — nor  is  it  as  it  is  with  us, 
where  between  the  gentleman  and  the  footman  there  are  no  intermediate  ranks  :  here 
there  muft  be  a  maitre  (ThoielzTvA.  a  fecretary ;  and  as  his  honour  has  great  bufinefs  every 
where  but  in  his  own  court,  he  muft  likewife  have  his  coach.  In  a  word,  there  is  not  a 
court  in  Europe,  except  the  Turkifh,  which  pays  its  fervants  of  the  fecond  order  fo  well 
as  this  does,  and  yet  is  fo  ill  ferved  by  them. 

For  feveral  years  the  Emprefs  has  given  up  the  direftion  of  the  army  entirely  to  her 
for,  and  one  fees  immediately,  from  the  very  different  ftyle  of  arrangement  which  pre- 
vails here  from  that  which  obtains  in  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  departments,  by  whom 
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h  is  governed.      Though  the  peafantry  of  the  Auflrian  dominions  have  always  been 
foldiers,  the  finances  of  the  court  were  in  fuch  diforder,  till  the  times  of  the  lafl  Empe- 
ror, that  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  "were  always  forced  to  pay  fubfidies.      The  Etnperor 
Francis  laid  the  foundation  of  the  greatnefsof  the  country  ;  but  that  it  is  becoming  every 
day  more  and  more  formidable,  is  owing  to  one  man,  who  unites  in  his  perfon    not 
only  the  intelleCit  neceflary  to  carry  on  the  greatefl  enterprizes,  but  a!fo  the  greatefl 
knowledge  of  dilcipline,  and  the  ceconomical  arrangements  of  an  army;  I  mean  General 
Lacy,  without  a  doubt  one  of  the  greatefl  geniufcs  of  the  prefent  century.     How  liale 
indeed,  do  fome  of  the  greatefl  wits  of  the  age  appear  in  comparifon  of  a  man  who  poes 
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runs  through  an  army  of  250,000  men,  fo  as  to  pay  attention  to  the  fmallefl  article  of 
the  foldiers  clothing ; — at  one  inflant,  with  the  happiefl  combination  of  ideas  and  con* 
■  jedure  of  probabilities,  lays  plans  of  marches  and  lieges, — the  next  writes  to  the  tavlor 
and  fhoemaker  of  the  army  to  give  the  clothes  a  better  cut,  and  the  Ihoes  a  better  flit  • 
— Then  entertains  himfelf  with  the  Emperor  in  laying  plans  for  the  better  adminiflration 
of  juflice,  and  the  greater  concerns  of  the  ftate ; — then  lays  himfelf  out  to  endeavour  to 
fimplify  the  mofl  trifling  military  manoeuvre  ;  then  walks  through  the  ftore-houfes  and 
gives  orders  for  the  better  arrangement  of  the  (lores;  and  in  the  next  half  hour  mora- 
lizes in  the  Socratic  manner  upon  any  event  that  happens.     In  a  word,  if  the  power  of 
carrying  on  feveral  ufeful  purfuits  well  at  one  and  the  fame  time  is  to  mark  the  character 
of  a  man,  there  are  few  to  be  compared  with  the  field-marfliall.     Indeed,  whoever  knows 
at  all  what  knowledge  of  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  of  an  army  is  requifite  to 
fet  thefe  great  maffes  in  motion,  will  wonder  how  the  head  that  can  do  this  can  attend 
to  the  buttons  of  a  foldier's  fpatterdaflies.     And  yet,  would  you  think  it  I  with  all  this 
and  a  great  deal  more  merit  in  a  thoufand  different  ways,  this  great  man  (I  blufh  for 
humanity  whilfl  I  write  it  I)  is  univerfally  hated,  not  only  by  all  the  people  of  fafaion 
^ut  by  the  army  whofe  father  he  is !     The  reafon  is  a  very  evident  one ;  before  his  time 
every  captain  had  an  opportunity  of  cheating  his  fovereign,  by  furnifliing  the  foldiers  of 
his  company  with  every  article  of  clothing,  and  thofe  of  a  higher  rank  had  a  fellow  feel- 
ing with  the  paymafler,  and  divided  the  contents  of  the  military  chefl  between  them. 
That  is  now  all  at  an  end  j  the  foldier  is  fupplied  out  of  the  Emperor's  warehoufes  with 
every  poifible  article  for  which  he  can  have  occafion,  and  he  receives  his  pay  the  mo- 
ment it  is  due  ;  he  is  better  clothed  than  any  foldier  in  Europe,  and  accuflomed  to  a 
thrift  which  cannot  but  contribute  to  the  increafe  both  of  his  health  and  flrength.     All 
the  Marflial  reaps  in  return  for  this  is  to  be  laughed  at  and  defpifed.     The  monks  who 
know  that  he  is  not  their  friend,  do  all  they  can  to  make  him  unpopular;  but  he  is  wife 
enough  to  laugh  at  all  they  can  do,  and  even  to  amufe  himfelf  with  the  thoughts  of  doing 
good  for  which  he  receives  no  thanks. 

As  for  the  black  band  under  Migazzi,  it  is  divided  into  two  parties.  One  of  thefe 
thinks  with  the  Cardinal,  i.  e.  true  Bellarmine  like,  and  never  mifles  an  opportunity  of 
introducing  anex-jefuit,  when  it  is  polTible.  This,  however,  is  the  fmallefl  in  number- 
nor  can  Migazzi  now  and  then  prevent  a  wolf  from  being  (liut  up  with  his  flieep ;  there 
are  even  fome  bifhops  who  only  wait  the  Emperor's  permiffion  to  fall  to  and  level  his 
hierarchy  with  the  ground.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  Cardinal  does  what  he  can 
to  keep  the  public  f'chools  and  churches  free  from  the  infedtion.  A  few  years  ago  a 
monk  took  it  into  his  head  to  preach  that,  "  Priefls  owe  the  fame  fubjeflion  to  the  civil 
power  as  the  lovi^efl  of  its  fubjects— as  they  enjoy  the  fame  proteflion  and  prerogatives 
as  thefe,  they  are  bound  in  the  fame  manner  to  take  upon  them  the  offices  of  the  flate. 
The  church,  partly  from  its  own  ufurpations,  partly  from  the  weaknefs  of  temporal 
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foverelgns,  has  rifen,  In  times  of  darknefs,  to  a  height  where  the  firft  Chriftians  would 
not  know  it  again.  Every  prince  is  obliged  to  promqte  the  good  of  the  church  as  far  as 
it  coincides  with  the  good  of  the  flate,  &c.  Sic."  The  Cardinal,  who  in  general  does 
not  like  ftrmons,  immediately  marked  his  prey.  The  Emperor  at  firft  took  the  monk's 
part  with  great  Ipirit ;  this  made  the  cupning  Archbifhop  hold  his  hand  ;  but  as  foon  as 
the  Emperor  had  fet  out  on  his  travels,  the  monk  was  immediately  feized  and  fent  pri. 
foner  to  a  convent  in  Upper  Auflria,  where  he  itill  remains,  whillt  the  Emperor  has 
nothing  for  it,  but  to  fet  down  thefe  and  many  other  traits  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  book 
of  his  remembrance. 

The  great  triumph  of  the  archiepifcopal  party  fhews  itfelf  in  the  licenfing  of  book". 
Nothing  can  be  well  conceived  more  grievous  than  the  fituation  of  the  licenfers  of  die 
prefs,  many  of  whom  are  very  fenfible  worthy  men.  They  are  often  forced  to  alter' 
almoft  the  whole  of  a  MS.  and  after  all  remam  anfwerable  for  whatever  an  old  coui'C 
lady,  a  monk,  a  fool,  or  a  knave,  may  fee  obnoxious  in  it  when  it  comes  out;  but  their 
hardeft  work  is  to  manage  what  is  publiflied  with  regard  to  the  country  ;  for  one  grand 
principle  obtains  here,  which  is,  that  nothing  which  is  Aufli'ian  can  be  bad.  What 
the  ftate  of  literature  is  under  al!  thefe  difcouragements,  fhall  be  the  fubjeft  of  my  next 
letter.  • 

LETTER  XXIV. 

Vienna. 

THE  powers  of  the  foul  are  like  the  powers  of  the  body  ;  as  the  various  exercifes  of 
fwimming,  boxing,  dancing,  and  running  give  ftrength  and  polifh  to  the  one,  which  ?. 
continued  Hate  of  reft  would  inevitably  deprive  it  of,  fo  to  develope  the  powers  of  the 
foul  of  a  people,  the  mind  muft  have  its  gymnallic  exercifes  too.  Freedom  of  motion 
is  to  the  body,  what  freedom  of  thought  is  to  the  foul,  and  unnatural  compulfton  ren- 
ders body  and  foul  alike  torpid  and  ftiff. 

Of  z\\  the  nations  mentioned  in  hiftory,  the  Greeks  and  Romans  were  thofe  whofi; 
philofophy  was  the  leaft  united  with  their  religion  ;  and  it  was  probably  owing  to  this 
caufe,  that  their  fpirits  received  an  impulfe  which  the  Egyptians,  Babylonians,  and  Chal« 
da-ans  never  knew.  Philofophy,  and  whatever  was  called  fcience  among  thefe  laft,  were 
the  fpecial  property  of  the  priefts,  whofe  intereft  demanded  that  they  fliould  be  fmothered 
in  hieroglyphics,  and  kept  from  the  people.  The  little  that  fome  learnsd  Greeks  gleaned 
from  their  voyages  to  the  Nile  and  Euphrates,  were  not  the  produdions  of  a  fruitful 
genius  ;  but  only  tedious  inveftigations,  which  the  flow  amd  progreflive  labours  of 
monks  iiad  traced  out.  Their  celebrated  philofophy  did  nothing  for  the  people;  it  had 
nothing  befievolent  in  it ;  nothing  that  purified  talte  or  fcntiment ;  nothing  that  ex- 
tended the  comforts  of  focial  life,  or  advanced  the  progrefs  of  legiflation.  It  was  the 
dry  refult  of  Iblitary  ftudies,  and  the  people  who  could  not  underftand  its  drift,  took  no 
fhare  in  it. 

When  more  modern  Rome  wove  the  web  of  power,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  the 
maftery  over  mankind  by  commanding  their  opiniuns,  it  was  natural  that  all  the  arts 
and  fciences  fhould  be  fubjefted  to  religion.  1  he  figure  of  the  earth,  the  fpots  of  the 
fufi,  and  the  whole  of  the  Copernican  fyftem  were  to  be  reconciled  to  the  letter  of  fcrip- 
ture,  the  fathers,  the  councils,  and  the  papal  bulls.  Every  thing  was  referred  to  re- 
ligion ;  and  had  not  the  Pope  endeavoured  to  fubjecl  the  power  of  princes  to  it,  we 
fhould  ftill  have  been  in  the  darknefs  of  the  eleventh  century. 

Long  after  the  reformation,  the  cuftom  of  looking  upon  every  thing  with'  religious 
fpeftacles  ftill  continued.      The  proteftant  priefts  co'.ild  not  forego  the  old  cuftom  of 
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being  the  arbiters  of' morality.     It  is  true,  that  by  the  reparation  they  urrdormincd 
their  own  power  ;  but  they  did  it  by  degreevS,  and  without  being  confcious  of  the  con- 
fequences.     Though  Luther  permitted  the  temporal  princes  to  leize  tiio  ^. flutes  of  the 
ecclefiadics,  it  is  evident  from  his  writings,  that  as  a  reformer  of  the  cliurch  lie  placed 
hinifelf  far  above  all  the  powers  of  this  world.     Calvin's  infolence  and  fpirit  of  op^ 
predion  in  religious  matters  is   well  known.     Their  followers  long   maintained  their 
ufurped  domination  over  the  temporal  powers,  and  the  regions  of  icience.     Somq  of 
them  are  ftill  in  pofll-flion  of  it  at  this  day.     We  mufl  do  our  author  the  juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  it  is  the  firil  fince  the  times  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  in  which 
true  freedom  of  thought,  and  a  philofophy  really  beneficial  to  mankind,  has  appeared. 
No  doubt  but  the  Englifh  have  greatly  taken  the  lead  in  thefe  matters.     That  they 
did  fo,  was  owing  to  the  fpirit  of  their  conflitution  in  fome  degree  ;   but  flill  more  to 
the  eftabliflied  toleration  of  i'o  many  feftaries,  who  not   being  united   to  each  other, 
Gould  eftablifh  no' general  plan  of  tyranny  over  the  opinions  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
It  was  natunl  for  the  Englifh,  divided  as  they  are  into  fo  many  feels,  who  enjoy  almofl 
the  fame  privileges  ia  the  (fate,  by  degrees  to  confider  legiflation,  fcience,  and  whatever 
elfe  belongs  to  focial  life,  as  independent  of  religion  ;   whilll,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Swedifh  and  Danifh  priefls,  as  well  as  thofe  of  fome  proteftant  republics,  would  con- 
tinue to  exercife  their  empire  over  all  worldly  concerns.     The  fpirit  of  the  Englifh' 
man,  fettered   by  no  reftraints,  took  the  eagle  flij^it  that  carried  it  beyond  the  rival 
nations.     Their  philofophers  allowed  themfelves  to  wander  through  very  contradictory 
fpeculations.     They  hJid  their  Cynics,  their  Pythagoreans,  their  Flatonilts,  their  Epi- 
cureans, and  many  others  j  but  they  were,  hke  the  ancients,  all  of  a  mind  about  the 
eflential  duties  of  man  :   and  the  difference  of  their  fpeculations  only  fet  their  oppofition 
in  a  clearer  light.     Even  in  the  fciences  of  calculation,,  they  fhewed  the  energy  of  a 
genius,  that  was  accuftomed  to  allow  itfelf  to  expatiate  freely  in  the  various  fields  of 
Icience.     It  is  true  that  they  often  gave  into  the  moff  ridiculous  hypothefis,  and  tho 
nioft  puerile  fupertfition  ;  but  thefe  excrefcences  of  the  freedom  of  thought  are  as  in- 
feparable  from  it,  as  other  excrefcences  are  from  civil  freedom  ;  nor  can  you  prevent 
all  abufes,  without  taking  away  the  thing  itfelf  that  is  abufed.  " 

AH  I  fhall  fay  of  our  own  country,  is,  that  the  freedom  of  thought  Ls  raach  lefs 
limited  in  it  by  government,  than  it  is.  in  feveral  countries  which  call  themfelves  free, 
much  lefs  fo  as  to  religious  matters,  thanin  many  proteftant  countries.  I  muft  now  re- 
turn  to  Vienna,  from  whence  1  have  taken  a  pretty  long  excurfion. 

I  had  heard  fo  much,  throughout  my  journey  hither  from  the  Rhine,,  of  the  ftate 
of  the  fchools  in  Aullria,  and.  of  the  great  care  the  Emprefs  took  in  the  education  of 
her  fubjefts,  and  for  the  improvement  of  arts  and  fciences,  that  T  thought  of  nothing 
all  the  way  but  finding  Vienna  a  German  Athens.  It  was  probably  owing  to  thefe 
over  great  expectations  that  I  was  fo  much  difappointed.  The  fchools  for  the  youn" 
children  are,  of  all  the  public  inflitutions,  far  the  belt,,  though  many  things  are  taught, 
even  here,  which  can  be  of  no  fervice  in  lifcj.  and  only  ferve  to  make  young  pedants 
and  charlatans.  Religion  and  morals  are  taught  them  in  a  way  that  can  neitfier  warm  the 
heart  nor  enlighten  the  head,  nor  is  fuflicient  care  caken  of  the  morals,  I'hefe  defects 
are,  however,  in  fome  meafure  fupplLed,  by  the  infight  given  into  commerce,  naviga- 
tion, agriculture,  &c.  And  it  mult  be  confelfed,  that  thefe  fchools  are  the  only  ones 
I  have  hitherto  feen  in  the  catholic  flates  in  Germany,,  in  which  the  children  are  more 
taught  to  be  good  citizens  than  good  monks.  Still,  however,  the  two,  predominant 
features  of  this  flate,  .blind  fubordination,  and  a  regard  for  .monks,  are  very  prevalent 
here..     Cut  yet  1  cannot  conceive  howfo  many  families  (till  prefer  to  truil  their  chiU- 
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dren  tr>  the  private  education  of  French  women  ;  (who  are  commonly  cad-ofl-'flrumpets, 
or  foolifli  chambermaids,  who  prefer  being  governeffes  here,  to  making  fires,  and 
warming  beds  in  France  ;)  or  how  fuch  fwarms  of  French  and  Italian  abbes  are  ftill 
allowed  to  educate  the  young  men.  It  muil  be  allowed,  indeed,  of  the  fchools, 
that  as  they  are  flill  new  inflitutions,  in  which  there  obtains  no  thorough  well-digefted 
fyftem,  and  as  there  are  frequently  changes  made  in  them,  they  have  not  yet  had  any 
very  fenfible  effeft  upon  the  public  manners  j  but  it  is  probable  that  the  next  genera- 
tion will  find  the  advantage  of  them. 

I  attended  the  feveral  courfes  read  by  the  public  profcffors.  It  is  certain  that  the 
oxpence  of  thefe  niuft  be  very  great  to  the  Emprefs.  Not  only  the  courfes  ufually 
read  elfewhere  are  free  here,  but  they  read  upon  feveral  fubjecls  which  you  muft  pay 
a  very  high  price  for  with  us.  Such  are  the  living  languages,  the  fclences  of  pohtics, 
5cc.  There  prevails,  however,  ftill  a  kind  of  barbarity,  which  makes  one  lament  the 
great  expence  the  ibvereign  is  at.  Mr.  Pilati,  the  editor  of  Voyages  en  dijfc7-ei:s  Pays  de 
PEurope,  from  1774  to  1776,  fays,  he  has  heard  it  maintained  in  an  Auftrian  univer- 
fity,  "  that  all  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  belongs  to  the  fovereign."  I  cannot  fay 
quite  fo  much ;  but  I  believe  that  no  reader  on  the  law  of  nature  here,  would  dare 
to  aflert  that  the  fovereign  has  duties  to  fulfil  towards  his  fubjefts,  as  well  as  the  fub- 
jefts  towards  him.  I  was  allured  that  the  finding  this  propofition,  in  the  fyliabus  of  a 
Benedi(5line  of  Saltiburg,  had  given  fuch  offence  to  one  of  the  licenfers  of  the  prefs, 
that  the  perfon  who  had  the  book  was  defired  to  fend  it  out  of  the  country.  The 
Roman  law  too,  with  all  its  numerous  train  of  comments  and  paraphrafes,  fo  far  re- 
mote from  our  prefent  conftitution  and  manners,  ftill  fupports  itfelf  in  this  famous 
imiverfity,  and  muft  make  the  candidates  for  the  profeflional  chair  pedants  and'falfe 
reafoners.  As  to  the  jus  pubUcian,  thofe  who  have  happened  to  hear  ledures  read 
upon  it  here,  and  at  Strafburgh,  would  not  believe  it  to  be  the  law  of  the  fame  em- 
pire. At  Strafljurgh,  Germany  is  confidered  as  a  republic,  in  which  the  Emperor 
only  occupies  the  place  of  a  conful,  or  didator ;  whereas  here  he  is  confidered  as  a 
moft  abfolute  monarch.  Our  own  theology  is  fufiiciently  barbarous  ;  but  here  I  have 
heard  them  read  for  an  hour  together,  de  immaculata  conceptlont  Maria.  Another  time 
1  heard  a  fubtile  doftor  making  very  ferious  enquiry  whether,  fuppofing  any  man  to 
have  had  exiftence  before  Adam,  he  would  have  been  tainted  with  original  fin  !  As 
to  Chriflian  ethics,  they  are  ftill  taken  from  Bufenbauii,  Voit,  and  their  fellows.  I 
have  heard  fuch  lafcivlous  defcriptions  in  the  public  fchools  as,  had  they  been  found  in 
a  profane  book,  would  unavoidably  have  placed  it  in  the  index  of  prohibited  books. 
It  is  true  indeed  that  Bufenbaun,  in  his  Morality  for  the  Stewes,  has  declared  that  It  is 
right  to  read  plainly  upon  morality,  even  though  it  fhould  excite  finful  affedions  in 
the  fcholars,  and  even  though  thofe  afFeftions  ftiould  break  out  into  finful  aftions. 
For  he  fays,  "  it  will  do  the  more  good  at  confefllon."  As  to  their  metaphyfics,  they 
are  the  very  quinteffence  of  pedantry  and  nonfenfe.  Though  I  was  not  furprifed  to  hear  a 
a  learned  profelTor  demonftrate,  that  two  fingle  fubftances  could  not  kifs  and  embrace 
each  other,  and  that  it  was  not  impoffible  but  that  one  and  the  fame  thing  fhould  ex- 
ift  in  the  fame  inftant  a  thoufand  times  in  different  places;  I  could  not  well  conceive 
what  my  learned  man  meant  to  do  with  this  laft  propofition,  which  I  remembered  to 
have  feen  in  a  metaphyfical  book,  till  at  length  it  ftruck  me,  that  it  was  intended  to 
make  the  people  underftand  how  the  body  of  Chrift  might  be  in  every  confecrated  hoft 
from  Canton  to  Berlin  at  the  fame  inftant ;  for  every  thing  here  has  a  reference  to  re- 
ligion. What  amazed  me  moft,  however,  in  my  metaphyfician,  was  the  feeming  ex- 
zent  of  his  erudition.     There  was  not  a  metaphyfician  from  the  JEthiopian  Troglodite  to 
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John  Jaims,  wliofe  works  he  did  not  feem  to  have  read  through  ;  he  quoted  from 
every  lanp, uage  that  ever  exifled,  and  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour  confuted  at  lead  fix 
antagonKls.     He  amufed  me,  in  fiiort,   fo  much,  that  I  could  not  help  going  often  to 
hear,  and  get  what  1  could  out  of  him.     At  length  1  borrowed  of  a  ftudent,  who  was 
in   the  fame  houfe  with  me,  the  metaphyfical  letture  hook  he  read  from,  which  was 
written  by  the  Jefuit  Storchenaw.     At  firfl;  fight  you  would  imagine  that  thisJefuJi  had 
found  out  fhe  fecret  of  making  metaphyfics  overturn  all  poiTible  knowledge.     Not  only- 
all  the  old  fects,  fuch  as  the  Pythagorean,  Platonicians,  and  Epicureans,  but  likewife 
all  the  fathers  of  the  church  were  here  collefted  together.     Next  to  thefe,  you  find 
all  that  has  been  written  in  the  middl-e  or  latter  centuries,  by  Machiavel,  Hobbes, 
Spenfer,  Defcartes,  Mallebranche,  Bayle,  Leibnitz,  Locke,  Voltaire,  RoufTeau,  Bo- 
lingbroke,  Hume,  Helvetius,  the  author  of  the  Syjleme  Je  la  Nature,  and  a  thoufand 
other  writers,  who  certainly  never  dreamed  of  being  confuted  thus  in  a  lump,  by  a- 
jefuit  of  the  univerfity  of  Vienna.     The  ftudent,  of  whom  I  borrowed  the  book, 
conceived  himfelf  to  be  poiTefled  of  the  kernel  of  all  thefe  writers,  nor  had  he  the  leaft. 
doubt  himfelf  to  be  able  to  overturn  all  ihe  fine  fophiftry  of  Bayle  and  Spinofa,  with 
two  leaves  of  his  book.     You  may  fuppofe  I  was  eager  to  be  acquainted  with  a  man' 
who  knew  fo  much.     But  how   furprifed  was  I,  when  a  friend  of  his  aflured  me  he 
had  never  read  a  line  either  of  Bayle,.  Machiavel,  Voltaire,   or  many  other  writers 
whom  he  had  confuted  !     He  himfelf  had  once  lent  him  three  quarto  voluxnes  only  for 
one  fingle  evening,  and  in  a  few  days  after  found  them  anfwered  in  a  diflertation. 

The  beft  lectures  are,  without  a  doubt,  thofe  given  on  phyfic.  Van  Swieten  has- 
done  what  was  to  be  expefted  from  him  in  this  branch.  The  profeilbrs  afted  to  be  of 
no  feft  either  paft  or  prefent,  but  acculiom  their  fcholars  to  abufe  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
Botrhaave,  &c.  and  to  truft  only  to  themfelves.  Except  Storck,  however,  who  is 
phyfician  to  the  Emperor,  there  are  hardly  three  good  phyficians  here.  Yet  the  me- 
thod of  learning  praftice  is  a  good  one.  Every  candidate  for  a  degree  has  a  certain  fet- 
of  patients  in  the  hofpital.  Thefe  he  vifits  and  prefcribes  for,  and  then  writes  down 
the  fymptoms  of  their  difeafe,  together  with  his  reafons  for  giving  the  drugs  he  orders. 
The  proftflbr  then  comes  ;  looks  over  the  prcfcriptions,  compares  them  with  the  ftate 
of  the  patient,  and  makes  his  obfervations  on  them. 

LETTER   XXV. 

Vienna, 

VIENNA  fwarms  with  literati.  When  a  man  accofts  yoa,  whom  you  do  not- 
know  by  his  dirty  hands  for  a  painter,  fmith,  or  fhoemaker,  or  by  his  livery  for  afoot- 
man,  or  by  his  fine  clothes  for  a  man  of  confequence,  you  may  be  affured  that  you  fee 
either  a  man  of  letters,  or  a  taylor ;  for  between  thefe  two  dalles  I  have  not  yet  learned 
to  diftinguifh.  It  would  be  vain  for  you,  however,  toafkrae  the  names  of  thefe  great 
men  j  for  1  confefs  I  knovir  none  but  the  very  few  v;ho  have  a  real  title  to  that  appel- 
lation, fuch  as  Hell,  Martini,  Storck,  Stephani,  Denis,  and  Sonnerfels,  the  only 
philofopher  who  deferves  the  name,  the  only  one  who  unites  ufeful  knowledge  to  pa- 
triotifm,  tafte,  and  elegance.  As  to  thofe  among  the  higheft  ranks,  who  either  cul- 
tivate their  knowledge  for  themfelves,  or  employ  their  talents  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  they  would  be  afliamed  of  the  title  of  man  of  letters,  degraded  as  it  now  is. 

I  happened  by  chance  to  take  up  a  book,  written  by  a  profeflbr  of  Lintz ;  it  is  called  the 
Learned,  but  for  its  contents  might  as  well  have  been  called  the  Unlearjied  Auftria,  as  it 
does  not  give  an  account  of  a  fingle  original  work  that  has  merit,  but  only  mentions  about 
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one  hundred  vvvlters  of  differtations,  bad  verfes,  fermons,  and  niiferaWe  conediei. 
But  the  place  abounds  in  fuch  authors,  whofe  knowledge  of  the  world  does  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  a  common  footman.  In  Paris  you  would  be  furprifed  to  fmd  a  man  of 
letters  not  acquainted  with  the  hidory  of  his  own  ccuntiy,  that  of  Enrope,  and  lo 
forth.     Here  it  is  a  prodigy  to  meet  w  ith  one  who  knows  any  of  thefe  things. 

IViany  of  the  Emperor's  officers,  wiih  whom  I  am  acquainted,  deferve  the  title  of 
learned  men  much  more  than  the  miferable  wretches  to  whom  it  is  given.  Befides 
profeffional  knowledge,  mod  of  the  former  poiV  fs  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  the  habits  of  converfation  ;  and  I  know  feveral  of  them  who  may  be  called  philo- 
sophers, which  is  not  the  cafe  with  four  of  the  other  clafs. 

Thcltalians  and  French  are  generally  reproached  with  having  worn  themfelves  out. 
This  mav  be  true,  but  it  did  not  happen  before  we  had  produced  mailer-pieces  in  every 
branch  of  fcience  ;  whereas  thefe  people,  as  has  indeed  been  acknowledged -by  their 
own  writers,  have  gone  iiraight  from  barbarity  into  barrennefe ;  nor  has  philofophy 
ever  had  her  day  here.  l"he  reafon  of  this  may  be  eafily  afiigned.  Hitherto  the 
■da;mon  of  monkery  has  held  the  national  fpirit  in  its  claws  ;  and  though  attempts 
have  been  made  to  fet  it  free,  the  dix;mon  has  only  allowed  it  liberty  enough  to  play, 
■and  has  hitherto  been  both  powerful  and  provident  en<rj;i;h  to  prevent  its  flave  from 
becoirHng  its  maRer.     It  is  Jofeph  who  mufl;  break  thefe  chains. 

After  what  I  have  been  telling  you  of  the  Itate  of  things,  you  will  not  be  furprized 
when  you  are  told  that  mofl  of  the  men  of  merit  here  are  foreigners.     Lacy,  Laudohn 
■and  Wurmfer,  in  the  army,  were  not  born  here;   and  as  to  the  red,  Storck  is  a  Sua- 
bian  ;  Denis,  the  great  Auilrian  poet,    a  Bavarian ;    and   Hell,  the  mathematician, 
a  Silefian;  nay,  though  the  higher  polls  of  the  ftate  are  occupied  by  natives,  yet  arc 
the  Emperor's  confidential  fecretaries  foreigners.     Wha'L  is  more,  all  the  new  enter- 
pri2es  have  alfo  been  fet  on  foot   by  foreigners,  who   have  been  but  indifferently  re- 
warded.    The  inventor  of  that  mofl  uleful  of  inflitutions,  the  penny  poll,  was  obliged 
to  run  away  for  debt ;  a  French  officer  who  had  been  called  in  to  make  fonie  improve- 
ments in  the  artillery,  had  his  work  made  fo  uneafy  to  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
look  for  more  gratitude  at  Naples ;  and  an  Engliflmian  who  had  taught  them  the  art 
of  gelding  horfes   fafely,  being  paid  only   in  great  promifes,  and  negleded  when  the 
bufmefs  was  done,  was  made  fo  unhappy  by  it,  that  he  fliot  himfelf  through  the  head, 
and  left  a  note  upon  his  table,  purporting  that  he  died  becaufe  he  had  been  led  into 
contrafting  debts,  a  thing  he  was  notaccufloraed  to.     This  negUfl;  of  merit  is  not  to  be 
charged  to  the  court.     Thofe  who  can  come  into  the  Prince's  fight  are  no  where  more 
fplendidly  rewarded  than  they  are  here ;  but  then  it  mufl  be  confeffed  too,  that  there 
is  no  place  where  the  minions  of  a  court   fo  well   underfland  the  art  of  keeping  ta- 
lents out  of  fight.       The  Emperor  indeed  drives  to  break  thefe  intrigues  as  much  as 
he  can,  and  to  meet  merit  halt  way ;  but  it  is  impoffible  for  a  great  monarch  to  do  every 
thing. 

I  have  little  to  fay  of  what  concerns  the  arts,  though  I  faw  the  academy's  annual  ex- 
hibition of  painting  and  fculpture.  The  former  confided  merely  of  portraits.  In  da- 
tuary  there  were  only  two  buds,  one  of  the  Emperor,  the  other  of  the  Emprefs,  which 
gave  me  any  pleafuro ;  but  you  know  I  am  no  great  connoifleur.  The  great  triumph 
•of  the  arts  is  the  theatre,  of  which  therefore  I  fliall  give  you  an  account  in  my  next 
leuer. 
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SIXTEEN  years  fince,  harlequin  was  the  life  of  every  dramatic  performance  ;  no- 
thing was  agreeable  but  what  he  did  or  faid  ;  though  the  critics  of  the  nortliern  parts 
of  Germany  have  hilled  him  from  their  flages,  the  multitude  here  Hill  wilh  for  his  re- 
turn. When  harlequin" was  difmifled,  attempts  began  to  be  made  towards  forming  a 
national  theatre;  this  was  done  by  flow  degrees,  but  it  has  at  length  come  to  confiderable 
perfeftion.  I  have  feen  them  play  the  Pcrc  de  Famille  here  nearly  as  well,  I  think,  as 
it  could  beaded  on  a  Paris  theatre.  The  company  is  feleft,  but  it  has  the  faine  faults 
as  that  of  Paris ;  the  faults  which  every  company  mufl  have  that  is  not  under  very 
ftrong  government, 

I  was  converfmg  fome  days  ago  upon  this  fubjeft  with  one  of  the  principal  aftors  : 
*'  We  form,"  fays  he,  "  a  kind  of  parliament  amongll  ourfelvcs,  and  the  intendant  of 
the  court  has  no  more  pov.er  over  us,  than  the  king  of  Great  Britain  has  over  the 
Houfe  of  Commons."  So  much  the  worfe,  thought  I ;  the  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, which  is  always  a  bad  one,  mull  be  particularly  fo  for'a  company  of  players, 
part  of  whom  delire  akvays  to  be  the  kings  and  princes  which  they  are  upon  the  boards, 
and  to  hold  their  comrades  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fubjeftion  they  do  there. 

I  muit  introduce  you  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  principal  of  thefe  whigs  ;  they  are  * 
reallv  worthy  to  be  known  to  you,  for  they  deferve  the  refpe(ft  in  which  they  are  held, 
and  which  has  gained  them  admittance  to  all  the  bed  focieties  of  the  place. 

The  elder  S/^/>Z'^?z/t',  the  manager,  is  an  extraordinary  man  off  the  ftage.  He  has 
read  much,  and  has  a  very  good  heart.  He  has  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and  all  the  manner 
•and  polifli  of  a  man  of  the  world.  It  is  a  pity  that  his  make  is  not  the  bed  for  thp 
"theatre ;  his  feet  are  ugly,  and  the  belly  is  not  quite  what  it  fliould  be,  to  correfpond 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  body.  He  endeavours  as  much  as  he  can  to  conceal  this  de- 
fefl:  by  artificial  poftures,  but  you  fee  that  his  figure  hurts  him.  After  Brockman,  he 
is  the  beft  fpeaker  on  the  ftage,  but  not  the  mofl;  pleafmg,  as  his  voice  often  wants 
force.  His  pronunciation  is  remarkably  good,  which  he  owes  to  his  education  in 
Saxony.  His  countenance  is  naturally  expreffive,  though  not  fo  much  fo  on  the  ftage 
as  it  might  be,  from  the  circumftance  of  his  being  fair,  and  not  painting  fufficiently. 
His  principal  parts  are  thofe  of  affectionate  fathers.  I  have  no  where  feen  Le  Fere  de 
Famille  played  better  than  by  him  ;  but  as  he  is  confcious  of  the  imperfections  of  his 
figure,  and  has  to  do  with  an  unmanageable  fet,  he  is  often  forced  to  take  up  with  parts 
not  made  for  him.  On  this  principle  I  have  often  feen  him  play  young,  lively  princes 
with  no  great  credit  to  himfelf;  ftili,  however,  there  is  fenfe  in  all  he  does,  and  he  makes 
every  thing  that  can  be  made  of  a  part.  Befides  feveral  tranflations  from  the  Frenck 
and  Englifh,  if  I  miilake  not,  he  has  written  feveral  original  pieces. 

His  younger  brother  is  the  diredl  oppofite  of  him,  a  rough,  flift",  arrogant  man,  with 
the  face  of  Medufa,  and  at  firft  fight  he  feems  more  intended  for  a  corporal  of  grena- 
diers, than  for  an  actor.  He  plays  the  parts  of  clowns,  angry  boys,  tyrants,  execution- 
ers, and  the  like,  which  are  all  fo  natural  to  him,  that  nobody  elfe  can  do  them  as  well. 
He  is  fiill  more  valuable  as  a  poet  than  as  an  aclor.  Notv^ithftanding  all  the  faults  found 
with  him,  his  pieces  are  reprefented  on  all  the  ftages  of  Germany,  even  on  thofe  where 
people  exclaim  mod  loudly  againft  them  i  they  contain,  indeed,  a  great  deal  of  nature, 
admirable  characters,  and  often  very  fine  plots.  It  is  a  pity  that  thefe  merits  are  fhaded 
by  fome  imperfections ;  but  the  author  is  not  fufficient  mafter  of  his  language,  and  his 
-fertility  (for  he  ftills  his  pieces  by  the  dozens)  often  compels  him  to  take  up  with  impro- 
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bable  ftorles.  If  he  would  but  give  himfelf  a  little  more  time  to  correcl  and  polifli,  he- 
might  pal's  for  one  of  the  bell  poets  of  the  time.  His  Love  for  the  King,  founded  on 
the  hiltory  of  Charles  II.  his  Dcfcrteiir  aus  Kindejliebc \  his  Bckaiittfchaft  in  Bad;  his 
Wolfe  in  des  Keerde,  and  his  Unterfchied  Bey  Dien/ibeicerbungen,  though  not  worked  up 
to  claflical  elegance,  befpeak  true  genius.  He  is  entirely  callous  to  all  criticifms,  both 
in  his  adling  and  writing  ■,  laughs  at,  or  abufes  the  critics  to  their  faces,  or  if  needs  muft, 
brings  them  to  order  with  his  fills. 

Bt'cckman  has  been  here  for  fome  years ;  he  was  known  to  fame  long  before,  and 
enjoyed  the  fame  reputation  at  Hamburgh,  which  Garrick  did  in  England,  and  Le  Kain 
at  Paris.  It  was  a  great  while  before  they  could  perfuade  him  to  come  to  Vienna, 
owing  to  the  fear  he  had  of  the  republican  cabals  of  this  theatre,  and  his  not  being  upon 
Very  good  terms  with  his  wife,  who  was  engaged  here  ;  but  at  length  confiderable  offers 
prevailed  on  him.  He  is  one  of  thofe  players  who  do  not  pleafe  you  moil  at  firfl  fight, 
but  improve  on  you  the  more  you  fee  them.  You  mull  be  accullomed  to  fomewhat  of 
an  unwieldy  figure,  and  fomewhat  of  a  hoarfe  voice,  before  you  can  value  his  merits 
as  they  deferve  ;  but  whoever  can  get  over  thefe  flight  delects  is  fure  to  be  enraptured 
with  his  expreffion.  Not  a  fliade  of  palllon  efcapes  him.  The  uncommon  eafe  of  his 
aftion  conceals  the  e.Ktraordinary  fludy  which  he  has  bellowed  on  every  motion  and 
every  word.  He  is  conllantly  before  the  looking-glafs,  and  every  thing  in  him  befpeaks 
underftanding,  induflry,  and  practice.  His  chief  part  is  Hamlet,  which,  however,  the 
republican  conftitution  of  this  theatre  does  not  allow  him  to  play,  as  it  is  a  rule  here 
not  to  take  from  any  man  a  part  which  he  has  once  a£led,  and  this  part  is  polTefled  by 
Mr.  de  Lange,  a  gentleman  of  whom  I  fliall  fpeak  more  freely  hereafter.  Brockman, 
however,  is  like  Garrick,  and  can  play  every  part,  from  the  fultan  to  the  flave. — I  do 
not  know  a  greater  proof  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world. 

We  now  come  to  a  man  who  is  truly  an  unique  in  his  way,  I  mean  Bergopzoomer,  one 
of  the  greatefl  charlatans,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  one  of  the  greatefl  workmen  in  his 
art  I  have  yet  feen.     He  kept  a  theatrical  academy  at  Prague,  where  he  hit  upon  the 
fmgular  devife  of  making  every  motion  of  the  hands  or  feet  by  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
when  he  faid  A,  B,  C,  D,  &c.  his  fcholars  were  to  fall  into  the  correfponding  attitudes. 
He  is  likewife  the  author  of  a  very  dreadful  tragedy,  the  chief  character  of  which  (play- 
ed by  himfcif)  difpatches  all  the  reft,  and  then  difpatches  himfelf.     Deeds  of  blood  are 
Vis  forte.     I  faw  him  play  Richard  the  Third  very  well.     He  is  itrong,  but  well  made, 
has  a  wonderful  voice,  a  lively  eye,  a  great  deal  of  exprefiion  in  his  countenance,  and 
knows  how  to  make  good  ufe  of  all  thefe  advantages.      He  excels  even  Brockman  in 
art,  for  he  paints  his  face  of  all  poflible  colours,  in  order  to  hit  the  face  of  the  perfon 
he  reprefents  to  the  life.     He  puts  on  a  great  deal  of  falfe  hair,  which  he  tears  off  when 
he  is  in  a  paffion,  and  tolTes  about  the  ftage  by  handfuls.     His  wounds  muft  bleed  true 
blood:   when  he  is  in  great  paflions  he  often  fpits  blood.     I  faw  him  throw  himfelf  on 
the  ground  in  Richard,  and  grin,  and  grind  his  teeth  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  really  made 
me  fhudder.     With  all  this,  there  is  an  appearance  of  nature  in  his  exprellion  of  the 
paflions,  that  forces  an  adept  in  theatrical  matters  to  forget  all  his  trick  and  grimace. 
His  Fayel*  furpaffes  every  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  feen.     He  thoroughly  under- 
ftands  the  advantage  an  a£lor  has  in  ufing  a  proper  climax  of  voice.     In  the  part  of 
Camillo  Rota,  in  Emilia  Calotte,  he  makes  the  whole  pit  fhudder,  without  any  motion 
of  the  arms  or  any  alteration  of  countenance,  barely  by  fpeaking  five  or  fix  words. 
Nor  does  he  excel  only  in  the  parts  of  kings  and  murderers.     His  Sir  John  Rejlhfs,  in 
All  in  the  Wnng^  is  a  maflerly  performance.     You  know  what  a  difficult  part  that  is. 

*  A  charaftcr  in  the  tragedy  of  Percv. 
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it  is  a  pity  that  he  will  not  play  thefe  kind  of  parts  oftener.  To  fum  up  his  character, 
he  is  a  good  companion,  and,  what  is  more  rare  to  be  met  with  in  a  player,  a  man  of 
fortune. 

Aniongn:  all  the  aftors,  there  is  none  who  has  fo  many  friends  and  proteftors  amongfl 
the  great  people,  as  Mr,  Miller.  The  man  underftands  every  thing  ;  he  makes  lotte- 
ries at  the  public  affemblies,  keeps  toy-booths  in  them  for  the  ladies ;  has  a  clever  wife 
and  handfome  daughter,  who  play  upon  the  harpfichord  in  the  houfes  of  the  great,  and 
he  knows  how  to  improve  all  thele  advantages.  His  credit  is  fo  good,  that  he  is  faid, 
though  I  believe  matters  to  be  a  little  exaggerated  in  this  refpeft,  to  have  conftantly 
50,000  guilders  of  other  people's  money  in  circulation.  He  lives  like  a  great  man  with 
the  great.  His  houfe  (lands  in  one  of  the  befl  and  moft  expenfive  parts  of  the  town. 
He  has  a  fuit  of  rooms  furnifhed  with  great  tafte  and  magnificence.  He  hires  an  elegant 
garden  in  one  of  the  fuburbs,  where,  in  fummer  time,  he  keeps  open  table  for  all  the 
world.  All  the  wits  of  Germany  bring  him  letters  of  recommendation,  and  he  takes 
them  into  his  houfe.  The  acquaintances  he  thereby  makes  amongfl;  the  great  perfons 
here,  and  the  learned  perfons  there,  fully  pay  him  for  his  hofpitality.  He  has  alfo  writ- 
ten  fome  plays,  but  thefe  have  not  anfwered  fo  well  as  his  dealings  in  toys.  He  is  the 
mod  infmuating  man  in  the  world,  and  as  he  endeavours  to  ferve  every  one,  fo  he  is 
defirous  of  being  ferved  by  them.  As  an  aftor,  he  is  intolerably  vain.  His  proper 
)5arts  are  thofe  of  pedants,  footmen,  and  tattlers ;  but  as  he  does  not  like  to  play  a 
different  part  on  the  ftage  from  what  he  plays  off  it,  he  will  be  enafting  courtiers  and 
petits  maitres. 

Mr.  Lange,  whom  I  mentioned  before,  is  a  handfome  man,  and  has  a  very  good 
voice.  His  fault  confifls  in  his  being  a  painter.  All  his  attitudes  on  the  theatre  are 
academical,  and  his  fl.iff  movements  remind  us  of  thofe  drawing-fchools  in  which  they 
put  the  figure  in  attitudes,  in  which  it  is  feldoin  or  never  feen  in  nature.  He  might 
give  up  his  Hamlet  to  Brockman,  and  be  no  lofer ;  but  he  has  a  perverfity  about  him 
which  is  a  fign  of  a  fmall  underftanding.  When  he  is  to  fpeak  a  fpeech,  which  he 
thinks  will  meet  with  applaufe,  he  comes  as  near  to  the  pit  as  he  can,  and  often  goes 
beyond  the  fide-boxes.  He  has  too  little  underftanding  to  aft  the  parts  of  ordinary  life. 
Yi\s  forte  is  in  heroes  of  romance,  and  he  excels  in  Coucy,  in  Fayel.  He  has  no  com- 
mand of  his  fine  voice,  but  fiilis  by  degrees  into  finging.  He  often  ftrikes  his  bread 
with  his  double  fifts.  He  has  many  friends,  and  an  amiable  wife,  who  fings  very  well. 
By  means  of  his  friends  he  often  poflefles  himfelf  of  parts  to  which  he  has  no  other  pre- 
tenfions.     In  fine,  he  is  likewife  one  of  the  few  players  who  are  rich. 

The  only  a£tor  of  the  firft  clafs,  who  remains  to  be  fpoken  of,  is  Mr.  Steigentefch^ 
whom  I  had  much  rather  fee  in  a  room  than  on  the  ftage.  He  is  a  man  of  very  univer- 
fal  knowledge,  fpeaks  feveral  languages,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  but  his  little 
figure,  and  a  confiderable  degree  of  affedation,  fpoil  his  a£ting,  which,  however,  be- 
fpeaksa  great  deal  of  underftanding  and  knowledge  of  the  world.  He  plays  beaux  and 
coxcombs,  which  as  well  as  lovers  are  in  bad  hands. — I  ihall  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the 
remainder,  as  it  would  make  the  catalogue  too  large. 

Madame  Sakko  has  the  pre-eminence  amongft  the  ladies.  She  was  formerly  Made- 
moifelle  Richard,  and  was  more  known  to  the  great  world  betwixt  the  Rhine  and  the 
Elbe,  by  the  charms  of  her  perfon  than  by  her  afting.  She  feemed  for  a  time  to  have 
loft  in  love  purfuits  thofe  aftonilhing  talents  which  nature  had  given  her,  but  tliey  dif- 
covered  themfelves  by  degrees,  and  (he  has  endeavoured  to  make  up  for  the  time  loft 
by  uncommon  ftudy  and  application.  She  polTefles  a  feeling  heart,  a  Greek  profile,  a 
fantaftic,  or,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  a  romantic  countenance,  eyes  full  of  fire,  a  very  fine  per- 
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fon,  and  a  filver  toned  voice.  Thofe  who  would  be  quite  melted,  mufl:  fee  her  In  the 
part  of  Gabriellc  dc  Vcrgls.  For  the  firfl:  time  in  my  life  in  a  theatre,  I  felt  tears  fall  from 
my  eyes.  Tragedy,  however,  is  not  her  {o\ii  forte  ;  Ihe  plays  the  parts  of  fine  ladies,  mar- 
chioneflcs,  and  devotees,  with  the  fame  felicity.  She  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  all  the  doors  of  this  place,  thofe  of  the  imperial  cabinet  itfelf  not  excepted, 
are  open  to  her.  She  is  fuch  a  miftrefs  of  her  motions,  that  a  friend  of  mine  compared 
her  to  an  indrument  which  plays  treble  and  bafe  at  the  fame  time.  Indeed,  all  the  mo- 
tions of  her  mouth^eyes,  arms,  and  body,  are  in  fuch  thorough  unifon  with,  and  fet  off 
each  other  fo  well,  that  I  do  not  know  to  what  llie  can  better  be  compared  than  to  an  in- 
flrument  of  this  fort.  There  are  not  three  actreffes  in  the  world  to  be  compared  to  her  y 
and  llie  is  worthy  to  be,  as  fhe  is,  the  goddefs  of  the  public's  idolatry.  Still,  however, 
file  was  forced  to  wait  feme  time  before  the  public  faw  her  merit.  Her  action,  like 
Brcckman's,  does  not  pleafe  at  firll  fight,  as  that  of  Bergop%oomer  and  Lange  does.  This- 
is  common  to  all  that  is  very  fine  ;  you  mufl  examine  and  compare  the  parts,  before  you- 
can  be  ftruck  with  the  beauty  and  fymmetry  of  the  whole. 

Mademoifelle  Teuifcher  and  Mademoifelle  Namiette  Jaynet  are  the  next.  Thefe  ladies 
would  be  good  adlreifes  if  there  was  no  Sakko.  I  know  no  other  ladies  to  mention  to- 
you  but  Madame  Hiibcr,  who  on  and  oil"  the  llage  enafts  the  part  of  a  proud,  quarrel- 
lome,  and  foolifli  wife  to  perieiflion. 

The  whole  company  is  in  the  pay  of  the  court,  and  every  individual  in  it,  keeps  his 
falary  for  life,  even  when  he  ceafes  to  be  ferviceable.  The  highefl;  falary  paid  by  the 
court  Is  1 200  guilders ;  befides  this  the  principal  aclors  have  600  guilders  for  fire  and 
clothes,  and  what  remains  of  the  receipts  after  the  expences  are  paid,  is  divided  amongfl: 
them.  The  receipts  generally  amount  to  120,000,  and  the  expences  to  80,000  guilders 
a  year.  The  fuperflux  is  divided  according  to  the  falaries.  Thofe  who  have  children 
endeavour  to  procure  them  a  fmall  appointment  as  foon  as  poffible.  In  general  thefe 
are  given  with  great  liberality.  They  made  Madam  Sakko's  hufband  (by  profetTion  a 
dancer,  but  of  no  manner  of  ufe%  infpedor  of  the  wardrobe,  with  an  appointment  of 
500  guilders  ;  fo  the  two  together  have  2300  guilders,  or  about  250  pounds  a  year. 
The  fecond  rates  have  from  800  to  1000  guilders,  and  the  thirds  from  400  to  600 
guilders.  Jacynel  and  his  two  daughters  receive  4000  guilders,  or  about  400  pounds  a 
year. 

The  cabals  and  Intrigues  which  exifl  in  this  commonwealth,  you  can  have  no  concep- 
ception  of:  every  new  part  makes  a  quarrel,  in  which  the  courtiers  take  part ;  the  pub- 
lic fuflers  accordingly.  If  this  company  was  under  good  management,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  three  firfl:  in  Europe.  As  things  now  are,  authors  are  greatly  Injured.  When 
a  play  is  offered.  It  is  read  In  the' theatrical  parliament,  when  the  majority  of  votes  de- 
cides whether  It  fhall  be  afted  or  not ;  the  confequence  of  this  is,  that  a  good  play  is 
often  refufed,  either  becaufe  fome  of  the  firfl  aftors  have  no  good  part  in  it,  or  becaufe 
they  will  not  leave  a  good  part  to  another,  or  becaufe  they  are  not  at  lelfure  to  ftudy  a 
new  part,  or  which  is  oftenefl  the  cafe,  becaufe  they  know  nothing  of  the  merits.  The 
author  of  a  new  piece,  together  with  a  premium,  is  entitled  to  a  third  part  of  what  his 
work  produces,  and  may  fell  the  copy.  Notwithftanding  thefe  advantages,  new  plays 
are  fo  fcarce,  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  call  in  the  affiftance  of  a  German  opera. 
The  quarrels  this  daily  occafions  betwixt  the  two  companies,  and  the  contempt  they 
have  for  one  another.  Is  truly  ridiculous.  The  Emprefs  takes  care  that  the  public  man- 
ners  of  the  actreffes  fhall  be  more  decent  than  they  are  at  Paris. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  public  of  this  place  has  as  bad  atafte  as  that  of  Munich.  Every 
thing  here  cries  out  panan  et  circenfes,  and  the  multitude  feem  to  have  no  other  wifhes 
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than  to  have  their  paunches  well  filled,  and  a  theatrical  entertainment  by  way  of  defTert ; 
but  neither  the  tafte  or  morals  are  improved  by  this.  The  generality  wifli  for  the  return 
of  harlequin,  who  though  he  cannot  appear  as  he  ufed  to  do,  with  his  motley  coat  and 
wooden  fword,  often  ftruts  about  in  the  hero's  drefs  to  delight  them  ;  at  lead  it  is  only 
to  this  that  I  can  afcribe  the  miferable  pantomimes  with  which  the  tragic  aftors  inter- 
fperfe  their  tragedies.  The  general  tafte  is  for  grimace,  buffoonery,  and  exaggeration. 
Gf  a  good  plotj  natural  and  eafy  dialogue,  or  pure  ftyle,  they  know  nothing.  I  have 
heard  feveral  things  applauded  here  which  would  have  been  hiffed  at  Paris,  if  the  French 
of  them  had  been  as  bad  as  the  German  was. 

Befides  the  njttional  theatre,  fix  or  feven  fiirolling  companies  occupy  the  fuburbs. 
Thefe  are  of  the  fort  I  have  been  ufed  to  in  Suabia.  The  aftors  confift  of  taylors,  per- 
riwig-makers,  apprentices,  and  ruined  ftudents,  who  are  fometimes  on  the  ftage,  fome- 
'  times  in  the  hofpital,  and  fometimes  in  the  army.  Thefe  gentlemen  play  by  a  kind  of 
half  light,  favourable  to  the  purpofes  of  intrigue.  Thofe  of  them  fucceed  beft  who 
have  their  booths  in  a  garden,  where  a  man  may  walk  with  his  friend  betwixt  the 
ads.  They  are  fo  confcious  that  the  public  does  not  come  to  fee  them,  that  half  the 
company  is  commonly  in  the  ale-houfe  whilft  the  play  is  going  forv/ard,  and  one  maa. 
ads  three  or  four  parts. 


LETTER  XXVIL 

THE  editor  of  Voyages  en  differentes  parties  dc  V Europe  fpeaks  very  contumelioufly  of 
the  German  nobility,  and  ranks  the  Neapolitan  ones  far  above  them  in  point  of  income. 
He  fhould  at  leaft  have  excepted  the  Auftrian  nobles,  as  there  are  feveral  there  who 
poffefs  more  than  any  fix  of  the  richefl:  Neapolitans  he  mentions.  Prince  Francis  Lich- 
tenftein,  the  elder  branch  of  that  family  has  at  leaft  900,000  florins,  that  is  2,300,000 
French  livres  per  annum.  In  Moravia  only,  he  has  twenty  eftatesj  which  confift  of 
twenty  or  thirty  villages  each  ;  he  is,  without  comparifon,  the  richeft  man  in  Europe. 
Lord  Cavendifti,  who  paffes  for  the  moft  opulent  man  in  England,  has  not  above  8o,oooL 
a  year.  At  Paris  there  is  not  either  a  farmer  general,  or  a  man  of  quality,  whofe  income 
paffes  120,000  livres.  Neither  Prince  Radzivil,  nor  Prince  Ctzartorifky  in  Poland,  nor 
any  of  the  Ruffian  nobility,  have  eftates  like  thofe  of  Prince  Lichtenftein.  Prince  Efter- 
hazy  has  upwards  of  600,000  and  Prince  Schwartzenberg  above  400,000  guilders  a 
year.  There  are  upwards  of  forty  people  here  who  have  eftates  of  100,000  guilders  a 
year,  the  greateft,  as  Mr.  Pilati  fays,  that  any  Neapolitan  poffeffes,  and  twelve,  befides 
thofe  I  have  mentioned,  who  have  as  much  again.  The  houfes  of  Charles  Lichtenftein, 
Averfljerg,  Lobtowik,  Paar,  Palfy,  KoUoredo,  Hasfeld  Schonborn,  and  many  others  are 
much  richer  than  the  dukes  Pignatelli,  and  Matalone,  or  the  princes  of  Palagonia  and 
Villa-Franca,  at  Naples. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  thefe  vaft  revenues,  moft  of  the  great  houfes  are  in  debt, 
which  may  be  very  ealily  accounted  for;  as  in  other  countries,  foine  one  favourite  lux- 
ury or  other  has  the  afcendant,  here  they  all  reign  ;  nor  is  there  any  fpecies  of  them  you 
can  name,  either  horfes,  fervants,  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  play,  or  drefs,  but  what  is 
carried  to  the  utmoft  excefs.  Here  are  feveral  ftables  of  fifty,  fixty,  or  more  horfes  j 
whoever  has  an  eftate  of  50  or  60,000  florins,  muft  have  from  twenty-four  to  thirty 
horfes  ;  and  it  is  a  moderate  eftabliftiment,  which  confifts  only  of  ■MiwHre  d' hotel,  a  fe- 
cretary,  two  valet  de  chambre,  two  running  footmen,  one  or  two  huntfmen,  two  coach.» 
men,  five  or  fix  footmen,  and  a  porter.  The  heufcs  of  Lichtenftein,  i^ijerhazy,  Schwart- 
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zenberg,  and  fome  others,  keep  fifty  footmen,  befide  which,  the  two  former  have  a  body 
guard.  A  fmgle  plate  of  fruit  often  cofts  from  60  to  70  florins,  and  Count  Palm  once 
appeared  in  a  coat  that  had  cod  90,000  guilders.  It  is  common  to  give  from  30  to 
4.0,000  florins  for  a  lady's  drefs  j  and  though  hazard  is  forbidden,  there  are  ieveral 
games  at  which  you  may  lofe  from  1 5  to  20,000  florins  at  a  fitting. 

Pi-ince  Rohan  *,  who  fome  time  fmce  was  ambafTador  from  France  here,  endeavoured 
to  vie  in  expence  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  but,  befides  getting  confiderably  into 
debt,  he  was  obliged  to  confefs  at  going  away,  that  though  a  man  fpends  his  money  with 
more  tafte  at  Paris,  a  great  deal  more  may  be  fpent  at  Vienna.  It  is,  indeed,  very  true, 
that  they  fpend  their  money  without  tafle  or  enjoyment,  and  feveral  of  them  would  do 
better  to  throw  half  their  incomes  out  of  window,  and  fet  the  populace  a  fcrambling  for 
them,  for  they  would  have  as  much  pleafure  themfelves.  At  Paris  every  man  has  fome 
branch  of  ceconomy,  fomething  upon  which  he  faves,  that  he  may  afford  to  be  expenfive 
upon  other  occafions.  There  is  likewife  fome  difcernment  Ihewn  in  the  choice  of  plea- 
fures,  and  the  poor,  the  arts,  and  even  the  native  country,  come  in  for  fome  fhare  of  the 
expence  ;  but  here  all  is  idle  pomp  and  magnificence.  Amidfl;  the  wretched  fcenes  ex- 
hibited by  the  mixture  of  fuperfluity  and  mifery  at  Paris,  the  friend  of  mankind  recol- 
Ie<Ss  that  there  is  a  Beaumsnt  and  a  Cure  de  St.  Sulpice,  who  divide  among  the  indigent 
a  great  part  of  the  fuperfluities  of  the  rich.  But  here  there  is  no  fource  of  confolation 
for  the  old,  and  often  fick  beggar,  who  flinks  into  the  coflee-houfes  and  beer-houfes  at 
Juflc  to  procure  alms,  whilfl  the  great  fpend  upon  a  fingle  meal,  what  would  feed  a  pri- 
vate family  for  a  year. 

The  arts  enjoy  as  little  from  the  riches  of  this  place  as  the  poor  do ;  almoft  all  the 
palaces  and  gardens  befpeak  nothing  but  a  tafteleis  profufion  ;  and  as  to  colleftions  of 
pidlures,  I  have  feen  none  but  the  Lichtenilein  gallery  that  deferves  any  notice.  It  is 
true  indeed,  that  this  may  Hand  in  the  place  of  many  ;  it  confiRs  of  fix  hundred  pieces 
by  thebeft  mafters,  and  is  divided  into  twelve  rooms,  which  have  a  magnificent  appear- 
ance, but  then  this  is  all  that  is  to  be  feen  befides  the  imperial  collection. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  one  trait  exceedingly  charafteriftic  of  the  country.  In  fome 
houfes,  the  mafters  of  which  affeft  to  live  in  the  higheft  flyle,  it  is  cuftomary,  when  an 
entertainment  is  given,  to  provide  dofes  of  tartar  emetick,  and  fet  them  in  an  adjoining 
room  J  thither  the  gueits  retire  when  they  happen  to  be  too  full,  empty  themfelves,  and 
return  to  the  company  again  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

Muficis  the  cnly  thing  for  which  the  nobility  fhew  a  tafle  ;  feveral  of  them  have  pri- 
vate bands  of  muficians,  and  all  the  public  concerts  attell,  that  this  branch  of  the  arts  is 
in  the  greatefl:  efteem  here.  You  may  bring  together  four  or  five  large  orcheftras, 
which  are  all  incomparable.  The  number  of  private  virtuofi  is  fmall,  but  there  is  no 
finer  orcheftra  of  mufic  in  the  world.  I  have  heard  thirty  or  forty  inftruments  play  to- 
gether, all  which  gave  fo  juit,  fo  clear,  and  fo  precife  a  found,  that  you  would  have 
thought  you  heard  only  a  fingle  very  (trong  inflrument  ;  a  fingle  flroke  gave  life  to  all 
the  vioHns  and  a  fingle  blaft  to  all  the  wind  inllruments.  An  Fnglifliman,  by  whom  I 
chanced  to  fit,  was  altonifhed  not  to  hear  in  a  whole  opera,  I  will  not  fay  a  fingle  diifo- 
nance,  but  one  hafty  flroke,  one  too  long  paufe,  one  too  loud  blalt.  Though  jufl:  come 
out  of  Italy  he  was  enraptured  with  the  judnefs  and  the  cleaniefs  of  the  harmony. 
There  are  about  four  hundred  muficians  here,  who  divide  themfelves  into  particular  fo- 
cieties,  and  often  labour  together  during  a  long  courfe  of  years.  On  a  particular  day 
of  the  year  they  have  a  general  concert  for  the  benefit  of  mulicians'  widows  j  I  have 
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been  afTured,  that  the  four  hundred  play  together  as  diftindly,  as  cleanly,  and  as  juRIy 
as  when  there  are  only  from  twenty  to  thirty.  This  is  certainly  the  only  concert  o;  the 
kind  in  tlie  world. 

One  of  the  moft  pleafing  fights  I  have  feen  her«  was  that  of  the  lemonade  booths  in 
the  fummer  evenings.  They  put  up  a  large  tent  in  fome  of  the  public  parts  ot  the  town, 
round  it  are  feveral  hundred  flools,  which  are  occupied  by  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  ol 
the  place.  At  fome  diftance  there  is  a  band  of  mufic  ;  the  wonderful  mufic,  the  fellive 
filence,  and  the  familiarity  which  night  dilfufes  over  every  thing,  have  all  of  them  an 
unfpeakable  good  effect. 

To  fee  the  equipages  of  Vienna,  you  mufl:  go  to  a  fire-work  on  the  Prater  in  the  fum- 
mer time.  The  Prater  is  a  wood  of  oaks  and  beeches  on  an  iiland  of  the  Danube,  near 
the  city.  Towards  the  entrance,  under  the  trees,  there  are  about  thirty  tents,  furnifhed 
with  chair^  and  tables,  in  which  you  meet  with  all  kinds  of  refrefiiments.  J  he  place  is 
conllantly  reforted  to  by  day  ;  but  to  fee  it  in  its  fplendor,  you  mu(l  go  to  a  fire-work  ; 
about  twelve  thoufand  people  affemble  and  take  their  fupper  under  the  trees.  Towards 
the  entrance  of  the  night,  on  a  given  fignal,  they  flock  to  the  meadow,  furrounded  with 
high  trees,  in  which  the  fpeftacle  is  exhibited.  Directly  oppofite  to  the  firework  is  a 
magnificent  amphitheatre  filled  with  feveral  hundreds  of  ladies,  whofe  high  painted 
cheeks,  rich  jewels,  and  light  fummer  clothes,  have  an  unfpeakable  good  effett.  The 
pit  betwixt  the  amphitheatre  and  the  firework  is  filled  as  full  as  it  can  hold  with  men. 
At  the  conclufion  of  the  feltival  a  mod  extraordinary  fight  takes  place ;  a  row,  of  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  coaches,  phsetons,  and  other  four  wheeled  equipages,  goes 
from  the  wood  to  the  city,  in  fo  direft  and  clofe  a  line,  that  when  they  flop,  the  beam  of 
the  hinder  carriages  are  clofe  upon  the  cheft  of  the  fore  ones;  the  confequence of  which 
is,  that  as  they  go  only  in  full  trot,  or  gallop,  many  of  the  carriages  are  broke,  and  the 
people  in  them  expofed  to  the  utmofl;  danger  :  moft  of  thefe  are  gentlemen's  coaches, 
with  four  or  fix  horfes  to  them;  the  number  of  thefe  in  this  place  are  at  leaft  three  thou- 
fand five  hundred  ;  there  are  about  five  hundred  hackney  coaches,  and  about  three 
hundred  coaches  that  are  let  out.  Notwithftanding  the  number  of  equipages  on  this 
occafion,  there  is  hardly  ever  the  leaft  diforder  ;  the  foot-paffengers  have  their  road, 
which  no  coachman  dares  to  break  in  upon.  The  bridge  betwixt  the  fuburb  of  Leopold 
and  the  Prater,  in  which  the  preilure  is  ftrongeft,  is  divided  into  four  parts  ;  the  two 
outermoft  of  thefe  are  for  the  foot-paffengers,  and  the  innermoft  for  the  coaches  ;  that 
is,  one  for  thofe  who  are  going  from,  and  another  for  thofe  who  are  coming  to  the  city. 
This  order  is  kept  up  through  the  wood  and  on  the  chaiifee  in  the  fuburb,  till  you  come 
to  the  city,  and  ioxwfi  cuirajjiercs  ride  to  and  fro  with  drawn  fabres  to  fee  that  the  order 
be  obferved.  There  is  no  inftance  of  an  accident  having  happened  at  the  time  of  a  fef- 
tivity  ;  all  the  cafualties  that  take  place  through  the  neglefl:  of  coachmen,  happen  in  the 
daily  bufinefs  of  the  city  ;  there  are,  however,  never  above  feven  people  driven  over  in 
a  year,  whereas  at  Paris  we  reckon  there  are  twenty. 

As  to  the  firework  itfelf,  I  fet  it  far  above  all  the  amufements  of  this  place,  not  ex- 
cepting the  national  theatre  itfelf.  M.  Stuwer,  who  was  the  artificer,  whofe  works  I  faw, 
underftands  it  thoroughly  ;  he  exhibits  whole  gardens,  large  palaces,  and  temples,  in 
due  perfpedive,  with  all  their  different  Ihades  of  colour,  and  almoft  as  large  as  the  life. 
His  machines  are  particularly  large  and  beautiful,  and  often  make  from  fix  to  eight 
fronts,  from  fifty  to  fixty  feet  long.  At  the  opening  of  the  exhibition,  they  let  off  fe- 
veral hundred  rockets,  which  fly  up  with  a  noife  like  thunder,  fhake  the  whole  foreft, 
and  make  it  light  as  at  noon  day.  A  few  years  ago  he  had  a  rival  called  Girandolini, 
■who,  in  the  eftimation  of  all  connoiffeurs,  had  much  more  merit  than  himfelf,  but  was 
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the  victim  of  the  bigotry  of  the  public.  Girandolini,  v/ho,  as  a  ftranger,  had  more 
difficulty  to  combat  with,  than  the  other,  was  obliged  to  uncommon  exertions  to 
obtain  money,  to  do  as  much  as  Stuwer.  He  had  a  great  number  of  labourers 
at  work  during  the  whole  fpring  and  winter,  but  in  the  fummer,  on  the  day  announc- 
ed for  the  exhibition,  there  happened  a  great  thunder  (lorm,  which  fpoiled  all  he  had 
-done.  His  difappointment  led  him  to  ufe  imprecations,  and  he  was  difcouraged  as  an 
atheifl:. 

The  AugartCH  is  llkewife  one  of  the  fummer  amufements,  at  which  you  may  meet 
with  all  the  fine  world.  This  is  a  large  park,  which  Hands  in  the  fame  ifland  of  the  Da- 
nube as  the  Prater  does,  and  is  to  the  eafl  of  it ;  .  it  is  a  work  of  the  Emperor's,  who, 
■as  the  infcription  over  the  door  ftates,  has  opened  it,  as  a  friend  of  mankind,  for  a  place 
of  relaxation  to  all  mankind.  It  is,  howevei-,  vifited  only  by  the  higher  orders  ;  the 
people  who  fee  it  is  not  made  for  them,  voluntarily  exclude  themfelves  :  it  is  aftonifhing 
in  how  fliort  a  time  this  park  is  become  what  it  is.  The  Emperor,  who  is  determined 
to  fee  his  work  complete,  fpares  for  neither  pains  or  expence  to  procure  trees  half 
grown,  and  full  grown  from  the  mofl:  diftant  part  of  the  globe.  Though  there  are  a 
.great  variety  of  different  trees  and  fhrubs,  and  the  walks  have  all  the  beauties  "that  one 
•can  defire,  there  is  a  regularity  and  uniformity  in  the  whole,  which  makes  it  like  a  true 
Englifli  garden.  A  very  broad  arm  of  the  Danube,  which  wafnes  its  banks,  gives  it  a 
great  deal  of  life.  The  moft  pleafing  perfpeclive  in  the  whole  is  that  of  a  large  foreft 
in  perfpedlive,  which  has  been  cut  through  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  is 
Jjounded  by  the  diftant  hills  of  Moravia,  which  flit  about  it  Hke  light  clouds.  There  is 
a  magnificent  pavilion,  in  which  is  a  billiard-table  and  refrefliments  of  all  kinds.  Thofe 
who  wifli  to  fee  this  place  in  full  beauty,  muft  vifit  it  in  the  height  of  fummer  in  the 
morning.  Thecuflom  has  prevailed  for  fome  years  pafl:,  of  coming  "here  to  drink  mi- 
neral waters ;  thefe,  it  is  true,  are  fetched  from  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  diftance, 
and  can  therefore  do  no  great  good,  nor  is  there  any  need  of  it,  for  the  invalids  are  mofl 
of  them  very  well,  and  only  come  here  to  enjoy  the  eafe  and  freedom  which  obtain  at 
Spa,  Pyrmont,  and  other  water-drinking  places.  Here  all  ranks,  particularly  the  lio- 
bleife  and  the  literati  mix  together  ;  the  ladies  drink  that  they  may  fhew  themfelves  in 
negliges,  and  the  men  drink  becaufe  the  ladies  are  not  fo  ftift'  in  negliges  as  they  are  when 
full  dreffed. 

There  are  feveral  other  places  of  public  refort  in  this  town  ;  that  which  is  mofl  ge- 
nerally vifited  is  the  Rempart,  which,  though  expofed  to  a  very  warm  fun,  is  ahnoft  al- 
w^ays  full.  The  middling  people  cannot  go  to  church  in  the  afternoon,  without  taking 
a  turn  round  the  Rempart,  which  takes  them  up  an  hour  ;  thofe  of  higher  raftks  walk 
to  fliew  their  dogs,  which  in  this  place  only  are  fafe  from  horfes  and  carriages.  Hounds 
are  a  great  article  of  luxury  here  ;  the  fine  folks  endeavour  to  outdo  each  other  in 
them  ;  at  prefent  the  little  Pomeranian  breed  is  all  the  mode ;  one  of  them  either  fnow 
white,  or  coal  black,  and  with  a  fharp  fnout,  m  ill  fetch  from  ten  to  fifteen  ducats.  Prince 
X,  gave  twenty-five  ducats  for  one  ;  every  man  who  fets  up  at  all  for  ton,  muft  have 
his  fpijjchen,  which  is  here  the  proper  name  of  the  dog.  The  peafants,  who  are  the 
better  for  this  folly,  have  built  a  dog-market  adjoining  to  thepoultry-mai-iiet. 

The  garden  of  the  Belvedere  in  the  fuburb  of  Rennevig,  formerly  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
Prince  Eugene,  is  likewife  at  prefent  a  public  walk;  the  garden  has  nothing  particular 
about  it ;  but  the  palace,  both  on  account  of  its  builder,  and  its  admirable  fituation,  is 
one  of  the  moft  remarkable  places  in  the  town  ;  ■  from  the  balcony  on  the  terrace,  you 
command  a  view  over  the  whole  town,  and  all  the  coutitry  round.  Some  years  ago  the 
imperial  pidures  were,  moved  hither  j  the  gallery  confifts  of  twenty-two  large  rooms  ; 
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the  lower  ftoi-y  is  tenanted  entirely  by  Italian  maflers.  The  befl;  piclurc  Is  a  Cupid  in  the 
acl:of  drawing  his  bow,  by  Corregio.  It  was  bought  for  18,000  ducats,  by  the  Empe- 
ror Charles  VI.  but  with  many  otiier  pictures  had  been  entirely  negleded  and  trodden 
under  foot,  fo  that  part  of  it  was  entirely  fpoilt,  but  what  remains  is  Corregio  (llll.  The 
upper  Itory  is  tenanted  by  the  Fiemifli  mafters,  who,  as  in  duty  bound,  do  not  keep  com- 
pany with  the  Italians.     The  gallery  is  open  to  every  body  three  days  in  the  week. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city,  in  a  fenny  hollow,  you  meet  with  Schonbrurm, 
the  fummer  refidence  of  the  Emprefs,  but  w  here  the  confined  profpecl  and  bad  air  did 
not  allow  me  to  flay  two  days.  The  palace  is  immenfe,  built  in  a  truly  great  flyle  ; 
the  furniture,  too,  is  truly  imperial ;  there  is  one  room  furniftied  with  tapellry  from  the 
Gobt'lins,  that  coft  300,000  guilders;  here  too  is  the  menagerie  of  wild  beads,  fo  delight- 
fully fung  by  Metaftafio.  The  mod  remarkable  I  faw,  was  a  true  elephant  of  the  large 
breed  from  India;  it  was  fent  as  a  prefent  from  the  Stadtholder,  who  gave  io,oco  guil- 
ders for  it.  On  an  eminence  behind  the  palace  the  Emperor  has  built  difala  tcrrena  in 
the  ancient  ftyle,  with  two  rows  of  pillars  on  each  fide.  This  points  out  the  fpot  where 
his  mother  flrould  have  built,  if  flie  had  chofen  to  have  had  a  fine  profpe6t  and  good 
air.  When  the  Emprefs  is  here,  flie  fees  only  capuchins  and  old  court  ladies.  This  is 
llkewife  a  place  of  public  amufement,  as  the  garden  is  always  open,  as  is  the  palace  alfo, 
at  all  fuch  times  as  the  Emprefs  is  not  there. 

The  Kalteberg,  which  lies  on  the  Danube,  about  three  miles  from  the  city,  pleafed  me 
infinitely  more  ;  the  way  to  it  is  through  a  wonderfully  well  cultivated  country.  At 
fome  dlftance  to  the  left,  on  the  flope  of  the  hill,  and  under  fome  very  old  oaks,  you  fee 
field  marlhal  Lacy's  elegant  villa,  with  his  Englifh  garden.  By  degrees  you  gain  a  thick 
foreft  on  the  brow  of  the  hill ;  on  the  top  of  this  ftands  the  Camaldeuleufe  convent,  in 
the  fined  point  of  view  you  can  imagine.  Under  fome  trees  before  the  convent,  arc  a 
table  and  fome  benches,  where  the  ladies,  who  cannot  vifit  the  infide  of  the  monaderyj 
without  fpecial  permiffion  from  the  archbifliop,  are  entertained  till  their  friends  return. 
Every  monk  has  his  own  feparate  hut,  with  a  little  garden  belonging  to  it.  To  the  outer 
cell  there  is  a  terrace  which  looks  over  a  perpendicular  precipice  into  the  Danube,  and 
commands  a  profped  of  which  a  monk  of  this  fort  is  quite  unworthy.  You  have  the 
whole  city  like  a  ground  plot  under  your  feet ;  you  think  you  hear  the  condant  hum  in 
it,  and  your  eye  carries  you  over  this  part  of  Audria,  as  far  as  to  the  borders  of  Hun- 
gary and  Moravia.  The  majedic  Danube  winds  through  an  immenfe  plain  ;  at  fome 
didance  it  confiderably  widens,  and,  being  covered  with  no  woods  or  elevations,  cads  a 
filver  appearance  on  the  landfcape.  To  your  right,  the  wood  crowned  hill  you  are  upon 
gradually  decreafes  to  the  fuburbs,  whild  to  the  left  it  dretches  its  high  neck  along  the 
Danube,  to  where,  at  three  miles  didance,  you  fee  the  golden  hill  of  Enferfdorf,  vvhich 
produces  one  of  the  bed  Audrian  wines.  The  numberlefs  fine  villages,  the  blue  hills 
fwirnming  on  the  horizon,  and  all  the  various  afpefts  of  wood  and  water,  diffufe  a  de- 
light, which  imprefled  me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  could  not  help  communicating  my  en- 
thufiafm  to  the  monk,  who  was  near  me.  "  Happy,"  fays  I,  "  mud  be  that  brother 
who  inhabits  the  outer  cell."  "  No,"  faid  he,  "  we  are  not  of  your  opinion,  none  of 
ufe  chufe  to  live  in  it,  for  it  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  winds,  and  is  as  cold  again  as 
any  other."  In  a  moment  the  man  brought  me- out  of  my  enthufiafm.  You  know  I 
am  one  of  thofe,  who  in  iummer  never  think  of  winter,  and  who  hate  nothing  more  than 
to  be  forced  to  fee  the  ugly  fide  of  things,  be  they  as  natural  as  they  may,  whild  I  aai 
taken  up  with  the  beautiful  ones.  After  having  feen  all  that  the  monks  had  to  fnew, 
hair  fhirts  and  all,  we  gave  them  money  to  fay  a  mafs  for  us,  and  hadened  to  our  ladies 
under  the  trees.     We  had  font  before  us  a  cold  collation,  and  fome  bottles  of  Shum- 
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laver  and  St.  Jorger.  The  day  was  fine,  and  the  ladies  in  good  humour,  fo  that  I  do 
not  know  whether  we  might  not  a  little  prophane  the  entrance  to  the  holy  place.  This 
pilgrimage  was  undertaken  in  the  firli;  days  of  my  arrival  here,  but  I  iiave  often  been  at 
the  place  fmce,  and  have  found  pleafure  there,  even  in  bad  weather. 

There  are  feveral  other  public  places,  amongft  which  you  may  reckon  Mount  Calvarie, 
and  other  places  of  devotion,  which  are  viiited  by  the  young  people  of  both  fexes, 
not  fo  much  from  motives  of  piety,  as  becaufe  they  are  protected  from  the  infpedion  of 
the  police. 


LETTER  XXVIir. 

Vienna. 

THE  prefent  court  poffelTes  feveral  valuable  colleffions,  all  of  which  are  as  much  as 
poflible  open  to  the  public.  The  imperial  cabinet  of  medals  hath  fcarce  its  equal  in  the 
world  ;  there  are  twenty-two  thoufand  ancient  coins  ;  the  modern  coins  are  extremely- 
valuable  ;  likevvife  a  very  valuable,  and  to  thofe  who  wiili  to  ftudy  the  hiftory  of  the 
middle  ages,  a  very  precious  part  of  this  collection,  is  that  which  confifts  of  all  the  coins 
and  medals  from  Charlemaine  to  this  time.  The  thought  was  Charles  the  Vlth's,  but 
the  colledtion  owes  its  exiflence  to  the  Emperor  Francis,  who  laid  out  great  funis  upon 
it.  I  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the  feveral  other  rich  collections  of  natural  hiftory,  mathe- 
matical inllruraents,  &c.  &c.  but,  that  like  every  thing  the  court  poffefles,  they  are 
open  to  every  body,  without  the  lead  trouble.  But  the  library  is  one  of  the  mod:  pre- 
cious in  the  world.  It  confills  of  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  volumes,  twelve 
thoufand  of  which  are  valuable  manufcripts.  ,The  building  in  which  they  are  preferved 
is  one  of  the  handfomeft  in  the  town.  It  is  open  every  morning  till  twelve  o'clock, 
for  all  perfons  who  choofe  to  come.  They  are  fumifhed  with  tables,  chairs,  pen,  ink, 
and  paper  ;  a  fecretai-y  looks  in  the  catalogue  for  the  books  wanted,  which  are  imme- 
diately taken  down  from  the  (helves  by  fome  livery  fervants  belonging  to  the  court. 
There  are  fires  in  the  room  all  the  winter.  None  of  the  fervants  are  allowed  to  take 
any  thing.  When  once  you  are  acquainted  with  the  librarians,  one  of  whom  is  always 
in  a  room  adjoining,  it  is  not  fo  difficult  to  obtain  prohibited  books  as  has  been  pre- 
tended. Mr.  Pilati,  indeed,  in  his  travels,  fays,  that  you  cannot  have  a  good  book  with- 
out the  archbifliop's  permiflion  ;  but  I  myfelf  read  the  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 
and  all  Machiavel's  works  through,  without  any  leave. 

Exclufive  of  the  court  library,  there  are  feveral  other  public  places  where  people  may 
read.  The  bookfeller  Trattnern  once  took  it  into  his  head  to  have  a  learned  coftee- 
houfe  in  his  great  palace.  He  promifed  to  provide  the  fubfcribers  with  all  the  newf- 
papers,  periodical  publications,  and  pamphlets,  in  all  the  living  languages.  If  this  pro- 
jefl:  had  been  properly  followed,  it  might  have  proved  the  foundation  of  an  academy,  or 
learned  foeiety  j  but  the  fubfcribers  foon  faw  that  Trattnern  had  no  view  but  what  re- 
garded his  own  pocket.  This  Mr.  Trattnern  compels  the  profeffors  to  fell  him  their 
manufcripts,  and  pays  them  not  a  farthing  for  them.  He  conceives  hitnfelf  to  have  this 
privilege  as  bookfeller  to  the  court,  and  exercifes  an  intolerable  tyranny  over  all  the 
bbokfellers  and  literati  of  the  place.  Notwithftanding  the  high  tone  he  affedts,  he  does 
not  fcruple  to  defcend  to  the  loweft  meannelTes.  He  prints  over  again,  with  the  impe- 
rial privilege,  works  which  have  been  already  printed  with  this  privilege  in  the  other 
parts  of  Germany.  They  fay  he  has  perfuaded  the  Emprefs,  that  let  a  book  be  ever  fo 
fuccefsful,  the  bookfeller  gets  nothing  by  it,  if  he  pays  the  expenceof  printmg ;  fo  that 
befide  giving  him  the  copy,  ftie  often  pays  the  whole  expence  of  printing  the  books  fhe 
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takes  an  intereft  In  ;  but  though  Trattnern  flatters  her  foibles  in  many  refpefts,  there  is 
not  a  perfon  in  Vienna  who  difobeys  her  orders  more  flrenuoufly.  If  you  will  pay  him 
enough  for  them,  he  will  procure  you  all  prohibited  books,  even  the  nioft  fcandalous ; 
and  thefe  are  the  only  books  which  the  generality  cares  for";  for  it  is  not  as  with  us,  where 
you  meet  with  KiontefqiileiCs  Spirit  of  Lazes,  VoliiV.rc's  Univerfal  Hifiory,  and  Roujfcau's 
Social  Contrail,  in  the  hands  of  people  who  make  no  pretences  to  literature.  Here  are 
many  literati  who  know  nothing  of  thefe,  and  the  like  books,  which  they  feave  entirely 
to  the  higher  nobility,  and  fome  of  the  officers.  What  fucceeds  inoft  here  is  bufiboriery, 
and  even  the  bcttermoft  part  of  the  reading  public,  is  fatisfied  with  plays,  romances,  and 
fairy-tales.  I  know  a  dozen  young  men  of  letters,  as  thefe  creatures  here  call  them- 
felves,  who  have  read  nothing  fince  they  came  from  fchool,  but  German  and  French 
poets.  I  was  once  tempted  to  go  round  the  table  of  the  public  library  to  fee  what  the 
readers  were  employed  in  ;  two  or  three  out  of  about  four  and  twenty  were  reading  an- 
cient writers,  one  was  reading  Sully's  Memoirs,  and  all  the  red  had  either  romances,  or 
were  looking  over  fuch  books  as  the  Mufeian  Flsrentlnum,  and  the  defcriptions  of  the 
Antiquities  at  Hcrcu!a?icum,  for  the  fake  of  the  prints.  I  muft,  however,  make  one  ob- 
fervation  in  honour  of  the  Hungarians ;  thefe  generally  call  for  the  feveral  hiiforians  of 
their  own  country,  and  they  appeared  to  me  to  read  them  with  an  animation  that  befp'>ke 
the  freedom  of  their  government.  May  it  not  be  owing  to  this  difference  of  gnvern- 
mcnt,  that  the  Hungarians,  as  I  have  generally  obferved,  have  more  p.uriotlfm,  and 
conl'equently  care  more  for  the  hiftory  of  their  native  country  than  the  Auftrians  do  ? 
I  have  not  found  one  of  all  the  latter  who  had  a  tafte  for  any  fuch  thing. 

After  what  I  have  been  faying,  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  the  focieties  of  this  country 
fliould  be  as  dead  as  they  are.  The  fubjeft  of  the  theatre  isfoon  exhaulted,  after  which 
there  is  nothing  left  but  the  news  of  the  day,  and  trifling  obfervations.  It  is  only  the 
women  who  keep  up  the  converfation  at  all ;  thefe  have  infinitely  more  wit,  vivacity, 
and  knowledge  of  all  kinds  ot  things,  than  the  men.  In  feveral  houfes  I  was  in,  the 
men  had  nothing  to  fay  after  the  firfl:  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  their  wives  and  daughters 
kept  up  the  converfation  with  great  chcarfulnefs.  It  is  very  true,  that  their  fund  con. 
fifts  only  of  the  news  of  the  day,  but  the  news  gives  rife  to  remarks,  and  remarks  give 
rife  to  obfervations  and  debates  that  often  prove  very  interefting ;  with  the  men  there  is 
not  even  this  refource,  for  they  are  too  ftupid  even  for  this. 

The  women  of  this  place  are  handfome  and  well  made,  but  they  have  no  colour,  and 
their  faces  are  not  interefting.  They  are  eafy  and  lively  In  their  motions,  their  gait, 
and  their  fpeech.  They  are  more  compofed,  more  determined,  and  more  manly  than 
the  French  women,  but  not  fo  heroic  as  the  Englifli.  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea 
of  them  than  by  telling  you  they  are  between  French  and  Fnglifli.  There  are  no  great 
beauties  here,  nor  any  very  ugly  women.  They  have  not  yet  imitated  our  country  wo- 
men in  their  winter-drefs,  which  continues  to  be  of  Polanaifes,  trimmed  witii  very  ex- 
penfive  furs,  which  reach  down  to  the  feet.  As  thefe  drefl"eshave  no  high  pockets,  are 
open  at  the  breafl:,  and  tall  eafily  about  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  they  are  favourable 
to  the  fliape,  and  remind  us  of  the  Greek  fimplicity.  A  tinge  of  fuperdition,  peculiar 
to  the  women  of  this  place,  is  united  to  great  fenfibility  of  heart,  and  rather  tends  to  in- 
creafe,  than  to  reprefs  love,  friendlhip,  and  benevolence.  Moore  has  made  fome  good 
obfervations  upon  this  fubjecl,  but  nothing  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  thing,  than  feeing 
a  lady  befpeak  maflfes  in  a  convent,  and  give  alms,  with  a  wifli  that  God  may  rc^;over  her 
fick  Cicifieo. 

The  Cicijbeat  Is  upon  the  fame  footing  here  as  in  Italy  ;  It  fubfin;s  among  the  great  as 
3  mode  that  has  been  once  eflabliftied  j  the  poor  take  it  up  as  a  matter  of  trade;  and  it 
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is  only  among (t  the  merchants  and  manufafturers  that  you  meet  with  any  Inftances  of 
jealoufy.  I  cannot  forbear  giving  you  a  droll  inftance  of  the  effects  of  this,  which  took 
place  fome  years  ago.  A  man  of  fafliion  having  been  rather  too  frequent  in  his  vifits  to 
a  rich  tradefman's  wife ;  the  hufband,  who  was  difpleafed  with  the  intercourfe,  took 
the  following  method  of  putting  a  (lop  to  it :  one  morning,  when  he  knew  the  lovers 
were  together,  he  ordered  all  his  fervants  to  be  in  waiting  with  flambeaux  on  the  ftairs; 
he  then  ftepped  into  the  room,  and  told  his  excellency,  that  his  fervants  were  come  to 
light  him  home;  the  other  was  exceedii^gly  furprifed,  but  affeiled  not  to  underftand 
him  ;  upon  which  the  merchant  immediately  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  led  him  very 
ccremonioufly  down  ftairs ;  here  the  fervants,  armed  with  their  flambeaux,  furrounded 
him  on  all  fides,  and  led  him  into  the  middle  of  the  flreet  in  broad  day  light;  the  tradef- 
man  in  the  mean  time  (landing  upon  the  fteps  of  his  houfe  making  bow  upon  bow,  and 
under  the  pretence  of  recommending  himfelf  to  the  nobleman's  cuitom,  ftiouting  out  his 
name  as  loud  as  he  could. 

You  feldom  hear  of  any  extraordinary  inftances  of  impropriety  and  indecency  in  this 
place.  Confidering  the  (late  of  the  country,  it  is  not  extraordinary,  that  a  tafte  for 
pleafure  (hould  be  fo  prevalent  as  it  is,  it  having  certainly  more  food  here  than  any 
where  elfe.  The  number  of  poor  is  much  fmaller  than  at  Paris,  and  probably,  than  at 
London.  Every  thing,  even  the  clothing  of  the  lowefl:  fervant  maid,  befpeaks  a  great 
degree  of  affluence.  The  prodigality  of  the  higher  nobility,  the  many,  and  great  ap- 
pointments paid  by  the  court,  and  the  extenfive  commerce  of  the  middling  claiTes, 
greatly  afllfts  the  circulation  of  money.  The  conftant  circulation  of  the  town  is  efti- 
mated  at  twelve  million  of  imperial  guilders,  or  12, cool,  fterling.  The  expence  of  liv- 
ing is  likewife  lefs  than  it  is  any  where  elfe,  and  Vienna  is  probably  the  only  town  in 
which  the  price  of  the  necelTaries  of  life  is  not  equal  to  the  quantity  of  gold  in  circula- 
tion. This  arifes  from  the  great  want  of  money  in  the  neighbouring  Hungary.  You 
have  good  wine  here  for  three  kreutzers  the  bottle,  and  a  very  good  dinner  for  twelve. 
I  know  a  traiteur,  who  for  thirteen  fols  a  head,  furnifnes  a  table  d'hote,  confiding  of  ve- 
getables, broiled  meat,  a  pudding,  or  roaflied  calf's-livcr,  and  beef;  the  bread  and  a  gill 
of  wine  are  included  :  in  a  word,  the  man  with  the  forty  crowns  might  live  here  very 
well,  but  if  he  has  more,  he  will  certainly  be  tempted  to  fpend  it.  The  more  nature 
gives,  the  more  neceflities  men  make  tAthemfelves,  and  (he  is  fo  profufehere,  that  they 
of  courfe  become  fo  too.  The  infinite  number  of  richly  penfioned  dependants  of  the 
court,  the  numerous  nobility,  and  the  many  (Irangers  who  come  here  only  for  amufe- 
ment,  know  no  other  pleafure,  than  to  follow  it  wherefoever  it  leads.  Riches,  idlenefs, 
and  the  liberality  of  nature,  muft  reijder  a  people  difiipated,  whofe  religion  is  the  oppo. 
Ijte  to  frugality,  and  whofe  governors  cannot  give  their  fpirits  any  other  occupation. 

The  commerce  of  this  country  is  now  extremely  flourifliing ;  but  it  was  a  long  time 
before  the  Auflrians  knew  how  to  enjoy  the  advantages  which  nature  had  provided  them 
with.  Notwithfl:anding  they  were  maders  of  one  of  the  lai-ge(t  rivers  in  the  world, 
which  carries  (hips  upwards  of  feventy  German  miles  before  it  comes  to  them,  and  after- 
wards opens  them  a  way  into  the  Levant  and  Black  Sea ;  there  was  no  fpirit  of  trade 
among  them  till  the  lad  Emperor's  lime.  It  is  true,  Charles  the  Sixth  had  done  what 
he  could  to  promote  this  fpirit  throughout  the  whole  of  his  dominions,  but  though  his. 
attempts  had  been  fuccefsful  in  other  places,  he  met  with'a  difappointment  in  the  dutchy 
of  Aultriaand  the  capital,  for  the  nobility  of  thefe  places  (till  conlidered  merchants  as  a 
kind  of  brute  beafts;  and  the  jefuits  kept  the  proteftants,  who  in  the  fequcl,  did  mod 
for  indullry,  either  entirely  at  a  diftance,  or  were  fure  to  crufh  them,  when  they  found, 
means  to  creep  in.     The  court,  in  (hort,  contraded  many  debts,  and  its  credit  grew  too 
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weak  to  afford  any  fubflantial  fupport  to  thofe  who  needed  its  afliftance.  The  Emperor 
Francis,  having  reftored  the  finances,  was  hiinfelf  a  merchant,  and  by  degrees  the  no- 
bility began  to  look  upon  the  induflrious  merchant  with  a  fomewhat  lefs  degree  of  con- 
tempt. Still,  however,  a  great  deal  was  referved  for  the  prefent  Emperor,  whofe  popu- 
larity, and  averfion  to  old  prejudices,  are  in  no  inftance  more  confpicuous  than  in  this. 
He  introduces  ingenious  artifts  and  merchants  into  the  firft  focieties.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  thofe  who  think  all.  merit  confifrs  in  birth  and  external  appearance,  neglefl:  nothing 
to  make  the  plebeian  feel  he  is  out  of  his  element  j  but  a  word  from  the  monarch  fets  all 
to  rights,  and  the  more  the  nobleffe  difturb  themfelves,  the  more  Jofeph  is  fure  lo  take 
opportunities  of  humbling  their  pride.  Some  years  ago,  when  he  was  at  Prague,  he 
came  into  a  large  company,  leading  a  citizen's  wife  by  the  hand ;  all  the  ladies  imme- 
diately began  to  {tare,  but  he  took  no  farther  notice  of  it,  than  by  going  down  with  her 
the  only  dance  he  danced. 

After  all,  commerce  would  not  be  very  flourifliing,  had  not  the  clogs  it  was  under, 
when  the  Monarch's  confeflbr  was  the  director  of  all  the  departments  in  the  ftate,  been 
taken  off,  and  were  it  not  molfly  in  the  hand  of  ilrangers. 

The  facility  with  which  fo  many  foreign  families  make  large  fortunes,  is  a  public  and 
ftriking  inftance  of  how  much  they  furpafs  the  n"atives  in  aftivity  and  underllanding. 
The  baron  de  Fries,  the  court  banker,  a  Mhidhaufe  by  birth,  who  had  no  capital,  has 
become,  in  an  incredible  fliort  time,  one  of  the  firil  bankers  in  Europe,.  He  is  worth 
at  leaft  four  millions  of  guilders.  Moft  of  the  principal  manufadurers  and  merchants 
come  from  Suabia,  Franconia,  Saxony,  and  other  parts  of  Germany.  The  citizens  of 
Nurenburg,  Augfburg,  Ulm,  Lindaw,  and  other  cities,  meet  here  with  a  refuge  from 
the  tyranny,  which  every  day  more  and  more  obtains  in  their  own  countries.  Mofl  of 
them  have  made  their  fortunes  by  good  fenfe,  induftry,  and  efpecially  by  that  frugality 
which  fo  effentially  diftinguiffies  them  from  the  natives.  There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the- 
ftrangers,  and  efpecially  the  proteftants,  will  likewife  make  a  flourifliing  place  ot  Triefte. 

"With  all  this,  however,  trade  is  fl:ill  far  below  what  it  might  be ;  but  it  makes  great 
ftrides  every  day.  It  is  faid,  there  are  already  above  a  hundred  filk  weavers'  looms  in 
the  place.  There  are  alfo  plufli  and  cotton  manu'fa6lures,  and  foreign  trade  is  carried 
on  with  Auftrian  and  Hungarian  wines,  Bohemian  and  Moravian  linens  (which  go  by 
Triefte  into  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Turkey,)  wrought  and  unwrought  iron,  fteel. 
and  copper,  leather,  china,  and  other  articles  ;  thefe  produce  feveral  millions.  All  this 
the  government  proteds  fo  heartily,  that  it  has  always  a  fund  ready  for  the  encourage- 
ment  of  the  enterprizing  and  difcreet  projedor.  This  fund  it  lends  out  without  interefl 
for  five,  fix,  or  even  ten  years,  after  which  it  receives  interefl  gradually  from  one  to 
two  or  three  per  cent. 

From  thefe  beginnings  great  advantages  are,  no  doubt,  to  be  expeded  in  the  next 
generation,  when,  inllead  of  being  proud  of  their  debts,  the  nobility  fliall  deign  to  be  in. 
company  with  a  rich  trader,.and  inftead  of  reafoning  on  a  bill  of  fare,  will  converfe  with 
him  on  the  profits  of  the  year ;  but  education  muft  firfh  be  thoroughly  reformed,  for 
whilfl  it  is  trufted  to  French  abbes  and  ciiambermaids,  all  that  is  done  for  trade  is  but 
patch-work. 

There  is  bad  news  about  the  town  ;  a  few  days  ago  the  Emprefs  returned  indifpofed 
from  a  country  expedition,  and  this  indifpofition  is  now  become  aferiousdiforder.  The 
phyficians  fear  an  inflammation  in  the  lungs,  which,  from  the  frequent  changes  of  the 
weather,  is  the  common  illnefs  of  this  place.  I  hope  to  begin  my  next  letter  in  better 
fpirits  than  I  finifh  this.     Fare  thee  well, 

LETTER; 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

Vienna^ 

IT  is  paft,  and  the  great  Therefa,  who,  with  all  her  weakneffes,  was  one  of  the  gieatell 
monarchs  that  ever  fat  on  the  throne,  is  no  more.  —  I  will  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the 
grief  of  her  fubjefts,  nor  of  the  pompoufnefs  of  her  funeral,  nor  of  the  mighty  attend- 
ance that  followed  her  to  her  grave;  all  thel'e  you  will  fee  in  the  public  prints.  It  was  well 
known  that,  either  from  the  weaknefs  natural  to  old  people,  or  the  apprehenfion  that 
her  fucceflbr  might  make  innovations  (he  difapproved,  fhe  had  long  looked  upon  death 
with  fome  kind  of  fear  and  terror.  This  made  her  wifh  to  avoid  it,  as  it  drew  near ; 
but  when  ffie  found  this  impoifible,  religion  fliewed  itfelf  in  its  full  luftre,  and,  though 
conquered,  the  Emprefs  was  ftill  the  heroine.  Sheconverfed  for  feveral  hours  together 
'with  her  fon,  and  employed  her  cares  about  her  family.  To  the  lalt  inftant  llie  was 
the  bed  of  mothers.  The  fucceflbr,  on  his  par;;,  though  at  the  time  of  life  when  all  the 
paffions  are  at  the  higheft,  and  though  he  felt  himfelf  on  the  eve  not  only  of  pofllffiag 
a  large  empire,  but  of  being  free  from  the  controul  he  had  hitherto  met  with  in  his 
moft  favourite  projedts,  was  in  this  moment  only  a  fon.  He  forgot  every  thing  elfe, 
and  could  onlv  weep  for  a  mother,  with  the  value  of  wh>>fe  heart  he  v7as  acquainted. 

Thefamily  affedion  that  obtains  in  the  imperial  houfe  is  very  remarkable.  I  mull  lay  be- 
fore vou  fome  paffages  that  fet  this  amiable  princefs's  charad er  in  a  very  fl;rong  point  of 
view.'  No  (Iranger  to  the  pleafures  of  virtuous  love,  fhe  wifhed  her  children  to  enjoy  them, 
but  would  have  them  enjoy  them  in  the  bounds  impoled  i  7  virtue  and  religion.  With  thefe 
views  file  had  given  a  free  confent  to  her  daughter's  marriage  w  i  h  a  portion  x1  prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Saxony,  though  contrary  to  the  Emperor's  inclination,  who  was  afraid  of  the  im- 
perial houfe  being  burthened  with  too  many  dependants.  Upon  the  fanip  principle,  when 
her  fon  Maximilian  was  made  coadjutor  of  the  'leutonic  order,  and  in  coiif-equence  onjiged 
to  take  a  vowof  chaftity,  fhe  obtained  a  difpenfation  for  him  from  the  Pope,  in  cafe  he  (hould 
<;ver  choofe  to  leave  the  order  and  marry.  Nor  was  it  her  fault  that  her  other  two  daugh- 
ters were  not  married,  as  nothing  would  have  made  her  fa  happy  as  to  lee  herfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  a  numerous  train  of  grand-children.  Another  trait  oi  the  fame  kind  was 
her  retaining  the  truly  maternal  love  of  her  children,  however  elevated  or  however  dif- 
■tant  they  were  from  her.  As  a  proof  of  this,  flie  would  frequently  write  both  to  the 
Queens  of  France  and  Naples,  letters  not  only  filld  with  the  beft  of  av.-vice,  but  when 
there  was  occafion  for  them,  with  the  tenderefl  motherly  reproofs.  She  would  often 
reprove  the  Emperor  in  company  for  trifles,  after  he  had  come  to  the  imperial  crown. 
This  authority,  however,  which  flie  preferved  over  all  her  children  to  the  laR  iulfant  of 
her  life,  was  lo  tempered  with  true  affection,  that  it  difpleafed  none  of  thofe  over  whom 
it  was  exercifed.  Her  happieft  hours  ufed  to  be  thofe  in  which  flie  received  letters  from 
the  courts  of  Verfailles,  Parma,  Naples,  and  Milan.  Then  flie  would  fliut  herfelf  up  in 
her  ck>fet,  «;ith  her  mod  intimate  friends,  and  pour  into  their  bofoms  the  pleafure  of 
being  the  mother  of  fo  fine  an  offspring. 

The  Archduke  governor  of  Milan,  and  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen,  whom  the  Em- 
peror is  wont  to  call  his  vei-y  dear  relations,  will  feel  her  lofs  very  feverely,  as  they 
cannot  but  fuffer  from  thececonomy  which  the  Emperor  is  fo  rigid  a  maffer  of  even 
-towards  him.felf. 

Since  the  Emprefs's  death  is  known,  you  may  obferve  a  wonderful  change  in  the  faces 
and  aftions  of  the  priefls  and  court  attendants.  The  prelates,  who  a  few  days  fince 
rode  over  the  bellies  of  the  people  in  the  flreets,  now  fneak  about  chop-fallen,  and  the 

courtiers 
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courtiers  fcem  to  be  buried  in  thought  how  to  pay  their  debts.  But  before  I  indulge 
xnyfelf  in  conjedures  on  what  is  to  come,  1  will  lay  before  you  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
country  as  the  Emprefs  left  it. 

The  Houfe  of  Hapfburg  Loraine,  now  ranks  as  one  of  the  greateft  powers  in  Europe ; 
the  only  rivals  of  its  greatnefs  are  Ruflia,  France,  and  Great  Britain  ;  but  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century,  and  till  the  time  it  belonged  to  the  late  Emprefs,  it  was  one  of  the 
middling  powers  of  Europe,  and  it  required  all  the  ftrength  of  England,  and  all  the 
money  of  Holland,  to  fupport  it,  whenever  it  attempted  to  take  any  great  part  in  bufi- 
nefs.  Even  at  the  ti-me  when  the  fun  did  not  fet  in  its  dominions,  it  was  not  as  formi- 
dable as  it  is  now  ;  at  length  the  lofs  of  fo  many  kingdoms  and  provinces  taught  it,  that 
the  ftrength  of  a  ilate  does  not  fo  much  confift  in  the  quantity  of  its  internal  power,  as 
in  the  ufes  it  is  able  to  make  of  it.  A  great  man,  who  ferved  it  at  a  time  when  it  was 
(till  in  poffeflion  of  Alfatia,  Naples,  Sicily,  and  feveral  other  countries,  compared  it  to  a 
pyramid,  which  ftands  upon  its  point,  and  totters  by  the  weakncfs  of  its  principal  part. 
The  pyramid  is  now  fomething  lighter,  but  it  ftands,  as  nature  intended  it  fhould,  on  its 
own  proper  foundation,  firm  and  unlhaken. 

If  all  the  Auftrian  dominions  lay  together,  they  would  contain  a  larger  extent  of 
country  than  France.  Hungary,  with  Tranfylvania,  Croatia,  Sdavonia,  Temefwar,  and 
part  of  Dalmatia,  contains  4760  fquare  miles  ;  Bohemia  900,  Moravia,  with  part  of  Si- 
lefia,  430  J  the  circle  of  Auftria,  Styria,  and  the  Dukedom,  with  Carynthia,  the  Ukraine, 
the  country  belonging  to  Auftria  in  Suabia,  the  Earldom  of  Falkenftein,  the  newly  ac- 
qired  part  of  Bavaria,  and  part  of  Frioul,  2200  ;  the  Netherlands,  ^o^  ;  ihe  poflcflions 
of  Lombardy,  200  ;  the  kingdoms  of  Galicia  and  Lodomeria,  together  with  Buckovina, 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  Turks,  1400;  in  all  10,360  fquare  miles;  whereas, 
France  hardly  contains  1 0,000.  You  will  fay,  the  difference  is  not  very  great — it  is 
not ;  but  when  the  expected  junftions  of  Tufcany,  and  the  Modenefe  are  made,  it  will 
be  worth  attending  to.  As  to  natural  bleflings,  they  have  been  beftowed  ftill  more 
plentifully  here  than  in  France ;  for  there  are  no  luxuries  to  be  met  with  in  the  latter 
which  fome  countries  belonging  to  the  Emperor  do,  or  may  not  produce,  wine,  oil,  and 
filk  not  excepted  ;  and  as  to  matters  of  prime  necefllty,  fuch  as  corn  and  cattle,  they 
would  be  able  to  furnilh  half  France  with  them,  after  providing  their  own  people.  The 
feveral  ores  too,  which  are  found  in  the  hills  round  Hungary,  in  the  Tyrol,  Carlnlhia, 
Carniola,  and  Styria,  are  of  as  much  profit  to  the  country,  as  thofe  of  Portuguefe  and 
Spanifli  America  to  their  poffeflbrs;  fo  that  if  there  was  only  fuch  a  fea  coail  as  ours, 
and  the  country  was  improved  to  what  it  might  be,  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  fourth  richer 
than  France  ;  but  our  fortunate  ntuation,  the  waters  we  command  on  all  fides,  and  the 
navigable  rivers,  which  carry  out  our  exports  from  the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, give  an  advantage  which  is  not  to  be  difputed. 

Hungary  is,  without  doubt,  the  richeft  part  of  the  Auftrlan  dominions  ; — it  not  only 
pofleffes  every  thing  that  is  produced  in  the  other  countries,  but  feeds  them  with  its  over- 
flow, and  excels  them  as  much  in  the  quality,  as  in  the  quantity  of  what  it  produces; 
but  here  we  hav-e  great  occafion  to  obferve  the  truth  of  that  axiom^  that  the  more  na- 
ture does  for  man,  the  lefs  he  commonly  does  for  himfelf.  The  inhabitant  of  the  Swifs 
mountains  extracts  his  fuftenance  from  his  nakednefs,  and  has  changed  wildernelTes  into 
cultivated  and  inhabited  lands;  the  Hollander  has  turned  the  muddy  fandsof  the  Rhine 
and  Maefe,  what  the  fea  is  conftantly  difputing  with  him,  into  a  garden,  while  the  ex- 
cellent grounds  in  Hungary  ftill  lie  wafte.  I  believe,  that  at  Vienna,  they  think  that  the 
plenty  Hungary  is  able  to  export,  is  owing  to  its  own  population  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  ;  for 
were  it  three  times  as  much  peopled  as  it  is,  it  would  export  in  much  greater  plenty  ftill, 

if 
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if  the  cultivation  was  what  it  is  in  the  greatefl  part  of  Suabia.  As  things  now  are,  not 
only  a  great  part  of  this  fruitful  land  is  uncultivated,  but  even  that  which  is  cultivated  is 
not  turned  to  near  the  advantage  it  might.  In  this  country  they  know  nothing  of  arti- 
ficial cultivation,  fuch  as  dunging  in  a  cheap  way,  the  mixture  of  different  earths,  and 
the  ufe  of  chalky  clay  to  manure,  though  parts  of  the  country  produce  this  lall  commo- 
dity in  great  abundance.  They  fuller,  at  leaft  more  than  half  the  ground  there  is  need 
for,  to  lay  fallow.  Their  common  way  of  threlhing,  is  by  driving  oxen  over  the  corn, 
by  which  half  of  it  is  left  for  draw.  When  you  are  travelling  through  this  country, 
you  think  yourfelf  going  over  a  wild,  though  you  are  in  faO:  upon  a  bottom,  which  with 
■very  little  trouble  would  produce  fifty,  fixty,  or  even  one  hundred  fold.  The  roads 
are  of  an  immenfe  breadth,  and  the  fields  adjoining  them  of  fo  little  value,  that  the 
poftillions  drive  through  them,  without  the  leafl:  ceremony,  whenever  a  little  mud  or 
rain  in  the  highway  reminds  them  of  its  being  more  convenient. 

The  inhabitants  excufe  their  bad  farming  by  the  little  value  which  grain  bears,  and 
fay,  that  if  their  harvefls  were  ten  times  greater,  they  (hould  gain  nothing  by  them. 
There  may  be  fome  truth  in  this,  but  the  fault  is  certainly  owing  originally  to  a  bad 
government.  The  value  of  grain  would  undoubtedly  increafe  with  an  increafed  popu- 
lation;  and  if  the  farmer  had  fufficient  encouragement,  the  land  might  be  put  to  other 
ufes  bcfides  the  growing  of  grain.  They  already  grow  a  great  deal  of  tobacco,  faffron, 
and  other  valuable  articles  ;  but  there  are  numberlefs  others  which  might  be  produced, 
if,  what  you  will  fcarce  believe,  government  did  not  rather  feek  to  difcourage,  than  pro- 
mote agriculture. 

The  exportation  of  the  Hungarian  wines,  one  of  the  richell  products  of  the  country, 
and  which,  if  it  were  free,  would  foon  ruin  the  fale  of  the  French  wines  in  the  North, 
is  clogged  with  innumerable  obftruftions.  Thefe  the  legiflature  impofes  under  the 
idea,  that  if  once  they  did  not  exift,  the  trade  of  the  Auftrian  wines  would  be  ruined. 
The  difcouragement  in  confequence  has  been  carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  not  long 
fmcethere  exifted  a  law,  that  no  quantity  of  Hungarian  winefhould  be  exported  with- 
out esr^porting  fo  much  Auftrian  wine  with  it.  This,  no  doubt,  fuits  the  Auibian  no- 
bility who  have  eftates  with  vines  upon  them ;  but  it  is  feeding  the  little  finger  at  the 
expence  of  the  whole  body  ;  for,  as  none  but  thofe  who  can  afford  to  pay  exorbitantly 
for  their  drink  will  buy  the  Auftrian  wines,  the  confequence  is,  that,  except  a  few  of 
the  rich  nobility,  France  fupplies  all  the  North,  which  otherwife  would  take  its  wine 
from  Hungaiy.  Nor  does  the  evil  end  here ;  the  Hungarian  peafant,  who  is  oppreffed 
by  his  lord,  feeks  to  drown  his  forrow  in  the  cup,  which  he  either  makes  himfelf,  or 
can  buy  in  moft  places  for  two,  three,  or  four  creutzer  the  bottle.  The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  men  who  in  their  youth  are  plump,  ruddy,  and  feemingly  built  for  ever, 
grow  pale,  emaciated,  and  dwarfiih,  and  begin  to  droop  after  thirty,  fo  that  the  popu- 
lation is  already  much  diminifhed,  and  would  grow  lefs  and  lefs,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
acceffion  of  foreigners.  It  is  partly  owing  to  this,  and  partly  to  the  want  of  education, 
that  many  trafts  of  the  country  have  the  exaft  appearance  of  American  lands,  and, 
were  it  not  that  you  fee  no  fcalps  or  enemies  fkulls  to  drink  out  of,  you  would  often 
think  yourfelf  in  company  with  fo  many  Cherokees.  The  tax  on  Hungarian  tobacco, 
when  exported,  is  no  lefs  hurtful  to  the  agriculture  of  this  country.  Certainly  the 
farmers  of  this  part  of  the  revenue  in  the  Auftrian  dominions  ought  to  have  it  in  com-  - 
mand  to  import  fuch  a  proportion  of  Hungarian  tobacco,  with  all  they  import  from  other 
places. 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world  which  has  a  greater  variety  of  inhabitants  than  Hun  - 
gary.     The  ancient  poffeffors  of  the  country  were  partly  Tartars  and  partly  Sclavonians. 

^  Amongfl. 
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Amongfl  the  formei"  we  may  reckon  tlic  Hungarians,  now  properly  fo  called,  the 
Cumanians,  the  Seders  and  the  Yatfigers.  Their  manners  and  appearance  plainly 
fhew  that  they  are  of  kin  to  the  Calmucks,  and  defcendants  of  the  old  Scythians.  Their 
deep  eyes,  angular  cheek  bones,  and  yellow  fl'cins,  diftinguifli  them  from  the  Sclavoni- 
ans,  who  befides  are  whiter,  more  flcfhy,  and  ftouter  built.  There  are  feveral  parts  of 
the  country  in  which  both  the  races  are  continued  pure  and  unmixed.  The  Sclavonians 
confift  of  Croats,  Bohemians,  (who  originally  are  a  branch  of  the  Croats,)  Servians, 
Ruffians,  and  Wcnden  Polackers.  Tliere  ai-e  befides  German  colonifts,  but  if  they 
choofe  to  poffefs  lands,  they  mull  buy  their  nobility  for  2000  ducats,  which  make  about 
22,coo  livres.  Befides  all  thefe,  there  are  Walachians,  Bulgarians,  Turks,  Greeks, 
Armenians,  Jews,  and  Gypfies,  which  lafl  are  the  richelt  of  all  thefe  foreigners. 

All  thefe  people,  a  few  of  the  German  colonifts  only,  and  the  higher  nobility,  which 
is  modelled  after  the  fafhion  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  excepted,  are  ftill  in  a  barbarous 
ftate. 

Indeed  it  muft  be  owned  that  the  court  inflead  of  fucceeding  in  improving  them,  as 
it  has  done  the  reft  of  its  fubjefts,  has  rather  done  them  harm  than  good,  by  the  at- 
tempts it  has  made  for  the  purpofe.  Whilft  they  were  left  to  themfelves,  they  were 
warlike,  and  like  all  the  children  of  nature,  whom  a  falfe  policy  has  not  fpoiled,  open- 
hearted,  hofpitable,  frank,  and  fteady  to  their  promifes.  An  old  oftker,  who  fpent  his  / 
youth  among  the  Croats,  has  affured  me,  that  they  are  not  to  be  known  fmce  they  have 
been  difciplined  ;  for,  inflead  of  being  a  trufty,  fpirited,  and  generous  foldiery,  they  are 
become  a  band  of  treacherous,  tricking,  cowardly  robbers.  "  I  had  much  rather,"  faid 
he,  "  have  had  to  do  with  them  when  they  were  entirely  undifciplined,  and  under  the 
influence  only  of  their  own  laws  and  cuftoms.  It  is  true  they  plundered  both  friend 
and  foe  when  we  went  into  the  field,  and  committed  every  Idnd  of  depredation  in  the 
towns  where  they  were  quartered  ;  but  thefe  were  the  workings  of  a  ftrong  fenfual  ap- 
petite, which  did  not  prevent  their  being  of  the  greatefl:  fervice.  They  ufed  to  take  the 
moft  dangerous  out-pofts,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  enemy — never  deferted — would  fol- 
low their  officers  with  the  utmoft  fidelity  through  any  dangers — could  faft  many  days 
without  making  any  complaints,  and  provided  you  left  them  what  they  had  ftolen,  which 
they  did  not  affeft  to  conceal,  were  indefatigable  on  a  day  of  battle.  The  alteration 
which  difcipline  has  effefted  in  them  is,  that  they,  indeed,  fleal  no  longer  openly,  but 
they  fteal  fecretly,  and  fteal  from  each  other  whenever  they  can;  they  have  learned  the 
methods  of  concealing  their  thefts,  and  are  always  making  cabals  againft  their  officers  ; 
and  though  become'  too  cowardly  to  defert  when  there  is  any  danger  attending  defer- 
tion,  they  are  fure  to  do  it  whenever  they  can  with  fafety.  They  grumble  whenever 
they  are  kept  two  days  embodied  in  the  field,  and  never  put  on  their  uniform  without 
curfing  it.  They  look  upon  their  overfeers  as  their  enemies,  and  hate  them.  Formerly 
it  was  an  unheard  of  thing,  for  a  Croat  to  go  over  to  the  Turks,  but  now  they  join 
them  to  the  number  of  twenty  and  thirty,  and  plunder  their  native  country.  The  fame 
thing  is  true  with  regard  to  the  Sclavonians ;  and  even  the  reft  have  been  rather  hurt 
than  bettered  by  regulations  not  adapted  to  their  circumftances." 

What  this  gentleman  faid  from  experience  is  conformable  to  true  philofophy ;  for  it 
is  only  by  religion  that  you  can  ever  be  fuccefsful  in  civilizing  a  barbarian.  Any  other 
attempt,  any  reftriftion  which  tends  to  cure  him  of  his  vices,  without  fhewing  him  the 
advantage  of  virtue  to  himfelf,  only  makes  a  motley  compofition  of  the  faults  of  the  two 
ftates. 
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LETTER  XXX. 

Vienna. 

NO  doubt  but  there  is  much  illufion  in  RouffeauVidea  of  fecial  contraft.  Fate, 
which  plays  fo  many  other  games  with  us,  throws  us  into  fome  peculiar  fociety,  by 
which  we  are  fettered  before  we  have  time  to  think  of  a  contraft.  Accident,  and  iron 
hearted  neceflity,  have  been  the  true  legiflators  of  all  the  monarchies,  ariftocracies,  de- 
mocracies, and  their  numerous  fubdivifions,  that  ever  exifted  in  the  world.  It  is  like- 
wife  certain^  that  upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourfelves  better  under  the  diredion  of  capri- 
cious  fortune,  than  if  we  had  fet  down  originally  to  bind  and  connefi;  each  other  in 
eternal  chains.  The  will  of  the  ftrongeft  dill  remains  the  ultimate  decider  of  all  diffi- 
culties, and  whatever  covenants  there  might  have  been,  it  mufl  have  been  fo,  as  often 
as  the  ftrongeft  fhould  have  felt  his  weight,  or  his  intereft  fhould  have  come  in  compe- 
tition with  that  of  others. 

It  is  neverthelefs  true,  that  in  thefe  various  gallies  to  which  we  are  chained,  the  good 
of  the  whole  cannot  be  better  promoted,  than  when  the  will  of  the  whole,  or  at  leaft  of 
the  majority,  are  directed  according  to  the  plumb-line  of  legiflation,  and  of  focial  con- 
traft.  No  Sultan  has  any  thing  to  fear  from  this  participation  of  his  power,  though  he 
Ihould  divide  it  with  all  his  fubjefts,  from  his  Grand  Vizier,  to  the  loweft  flave  under 
him.  The  fovereign,  whether  he  has  one  head  or  a  hundred,  cannot  promote  his  own 
intereft  more  efieftually,  than  by  confidering  his  fupreme  will  as  the  refult  of  the  en- 
lightened wills  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  his  fubjeds.  A  real  oppofition  between  the 
interefts  of  the  governor  and  his  fubjeds  never  exifts,  when  it  feems  to  do  fo,  it  is  only 
the  cozenage  of  accident.  All  hiftory  is  full  of  this  truth,  the  attention  to  which  will 
effeftually  fecure  the  people  from  tyranny,  even  when  the  private  charaQer  of  the  fove- 
reign is  a  cruel  one.  The  prince  can  never  be  more  fecure  from  murder,  treachery, 
and  rebellion,  than  when  he  has  convinced  his  fubjeds  that  their  interefts  is  the  rule  of 
his  legiflation,  and  it  muft  be  fo,  if  he  will  not  hurt  himfelf.  Intereft  is  the  moft  facred 
band  among  men,  and  their  happinefs  depends  upon  knowing  what  it  truly  is.  The 
misfortunes  of  men  have  been  always  more  owing  to  their  governors  not  knowing  in 
what  their  true  interefts  confifted,  than  to  their  wickednefs  or  depravity. 

Superftition,  and  the  difTipation  of  princes  together,  firft  invented  that  fpecies  of  poli- 
tics, the  principles  of  which  Machiavel  firft  colleded,  but  did  not  invent.  Nero  and 
Auguftus  had  already  ufed  it,  but  it  was  only  in  modern  Italy  that  it  was  confidered  as 
a  true  art  of  government.  From  thence,  with  other  arts  and  fciences,  did  this  hoftile 
art  to  human  nature  fpread  itfelf  over  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  minifters  of  feveral 
European  courts,  which  had  formed  themfelves  after  the  Italian  models,  imagined  they 
would  govern  the  better,  the  finer  and  more  fubtle  policy  they  adopted.  Lewis  XI. 
Richelieu,  and  Mazarin,  were  the  great  mafters  of  this  art,  and  from  that  time  to  this, 
"the  happy  times  of  Henry  IV.  alone  excepted,  it  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  folly 
in  France,  to  have  aimed  at  governing  the  people  by  love,  generofity,  and  information 
with  regard  to  their  true  interefts. 

The  priefts,  particularly  the  jefuits,  whofe  government  of  their  own  fociety  is  eftablifhed 
upon  principles  of  the  fame  kind,  contributed  much  to  give  them  currency  in  courts. 
There  they  were  treated  as  holy  myfteries,  which,  like  the  philofopher's  flone,  could 
make  demigods  of  the  pofTefTor.  Blinded  by  this  political  art  of  gold  making,  princes 
dared  to  deviate  from  the  plain  and  ftrait  line  of  nature,  that  line  which  always  conduds 
to  happinefs,  which  is  the  fame  in  a  ftate  as  in  a  private  family,  according  to  which  every 
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governor  niuft  confider  himfelf  as  the  mafter  of  a  private  family,  who  has  no  other  view 
than  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  children,  and  his  fervants. 

The  Jefuits,  and  fome  Italian  parvenus,  introduced  the  fplrit  of  Machiavelifm  into  this 
country.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  humour  of  the  nation,  or 
any  other  caufe,  that  it  was  not  attended  with  the  fame  bad  confequences  here,  as  in 
Italy,  France,  Spain,  and  even  England,  where  the  grofleft  abufes  of  religion,  friendfliip, 
and  love,  were  fanftified  under  the  name  of  flate  neceffity  ;  and  treachery  towards, 
friends,  with  the  murder  of  fathers  and  brothers,  were  only  confidered  as  political  y>« 
d'efpriis.  Although  this  court  has  not  ftained  itfelf  fo  deeply  with  royal  blood,  or  even 
with  that  of  dangerous  fubjeds,  as  thofe  above  mentioned,  it  murt:  be  confeffed  that  its 
adminiftration,  particularly  what  relates  to  Hungary,  has  had  fome  little  appearance  of 
cunning  and  opprefiion  about  it.  No  doubt  but  that  religious  prejudices,  from  which 
the  Emprefs,  amiable  as  flie  was,  was  not  quite  free,  have  contributed  in  great  meafure 
to  this. 

On  the  very  afpeft  of  things,  one  fees  that  the  government  of  this  country  is  infidi- 
ous.  The  interells  of  the  higher  nobility  are  different  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
try ;  their  under  tenants,  which  make  the  greateft  part  of  the  people,  are  not  feudal 
fubjefts,  neither  have  they  any  real  property  ;  they  are  farmers  who  may  be  turned  out 
of  their  farms  upon  the  ieaft  diflatisfaftion.  The  nobility  contributes  nothing  but  free 
gifts  to  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  though  it  is  in  poffeifion  of  half  the  produce  of  the 
country.  It  is  almoft  the  only  order  in  the  ftate,  for  the  higher  orders  of  the  priefthood 
are  chofen  from  the  nobility,  fo  that  the  interefts  of  the  two  orders  is  in  fafl;  one.  The 
cities  are  too  fmall  in  number,  and  too  infignificant  in  themfelves,  to  form  any  corps 
capable  of  making  head  againft  the  other  two.  In  fliort,  the  boafted  freedom  of  Hun- 
gary is  only  a  privilege  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  to  live  at  the  expence  of  the  whole 
country. 

Hitherto,  the  court  have  tried  every  artifice  to  deprive  the  nobility  of  this  pernicious 
preponderance.  The  conteft  between  the  fovereign  and  the  nobles  foon  broke  out  into 
ieveral  rebellions,  the  moft  famous  of  which  were  thofe  of  Tekely  and  Ragotzki.  The 
execution  of  Counts  Serini,  Nadafti,  Frangipani,  and  Settenback,  which  followed  clofe, 
have  been  quoted  by  fome,  to  fliew  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  though  generally  unwilling 
to  recur  to  them,  is  not  incapable  of  ufing  Turkifli  meafures  to  free  itfelf  of  troublefome 
and  dangerous  dependants.  I  own  I  think  that  its  conduft  on  other  occafions  fuffici- 
cntly  juftifies  it  from  thefe  reproaches  ;  and  indeed,  if  the  teftimony  of  hiftory  is  to  be 
believed,  it  appears  that  thefe  nobles  were  traitors.  The  plan  which  the  court  has  fol- 
lowed for  a  long  time  to  reduce  this  overgrown  nobility,  promifes  much  more  fuccefs 
than  any  extraordinary  afts  of  feverity,  which  only  ferve  to  irritate  the  minds  of  men, 
and  fet  them  more  upon  their  guard.  The  court  of  Vienna,  confcious  of  the  influence 
luxury  and  pleafure  have  over  the  minds  of  men,  allured  the  proud  Hungarians  from 
their  freeholds  to  the  court,  or  to  the  city.  By  diftinguifhed  places,  titles,  and  mar- 
riages, they  gave  them  opportunities  to  fpend  their  money  in  a  brilliant  way,  to  contract 
debts,  and  finally,  by  the  feizure  of  their  lands  for  the  payment,  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.  The  deceived  Hungarian  looked  upon  it  as  an  honour,  to  conned  himfelf  with 
the  Auftrian,  who  made  a  greater  figure  than  himfelf  at  court,  and  took  a  greater  fliarfe 
in  the  government  of  the  country.  For  this  purpofe  he  chofe  his  wife  at  Vienna,  and 
fettered  himfelf  by  this  means.  The  lady  too,  by  introducing  the  court  manners  into 
his  houfe,  finifhed  corrupting  him,  and  made  him  entirely  dependant.  There  is  hardly 
an  Hungarian  noble,  at  this  time  of  day,  that  is  either  free  from  debt,  or  that  does  not, 
I'ike  the  Auftrian  one,  look  upon  his  debts  as  an  honour.     The  couf t  has  confequently 
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no  further  commotions  to  fear  in  this  country,  as  the  difcontented  people  will  not  eafily 
find  a  leader  with  power  and  confequence  enough  to  make  their  rifings  dangerous. — • 
The  diflipation  of  the  Hungarians  has  alfo  bound  them  to  the  court  by  another  tie,  as 
their  neceffities  no  longer  allow  them  to  ferve  for  nothing,  but  make  the  pay  of  the 
court  an  objeft  to  them.  Another  way  that  has  been  taken,  has  been  that  of  allowing 
the  Auftrian  nobility  to  purchafe  Hungarian  eflates,  in  proportion  as  the  owners  were 
-obliged  to  fell  them,  or  as  they  fell  into  the  crown  by  forfeitures,  &c.  At  this  time  of 
day,  feveral  amongfl:  the  firft  Hungarian  nobility  are  Germans,  who  ftrengthen  the  in- 
fluence of  the  court.  The  two  nations  are  mixed,  their  manners  are  nearly  the  fame. 
The  more  perfons  partake  of  it,  the  more  indifferent  the  Hungarian  is  to  its  liberty,  and 
the  lefs  eftate  he  poffeffes,  the  lefs  he  cares  for  his  country.  The  promotion  of  the 
higher  ecclefiaflics  to  great  preferments,  is  another  mode  of  binding  the  nobility,  whicli 
the  court  has  praflifed  with  fuccefs. 

Befides  what  has  been  already  ftated,  the  court  ufes  feveral  other  means,  that  depend 
upon  time  and  circumftances.  One  of  the  moft  efficacious  is,  the  loading  the  produce 
of  Hungary  with  very  heavy  taxes.  Thefe  oppreffions,  indeed,  immediately  affeft  the 
nobility  only,  to  whom  the  exports  properly  belong,  as  the  people  have  no  property  j 
but,  indiredly,  they  hurt  the  whole  country,  and  particularly  the  manufafturer,  and 
merchants  in  great  towns,  by  the  diminution  of  the  coin  in  circulation.  The  duties  on 
the  exports  of  Hungarian  wines  are  fo  confiderable,  that  the  Croats  who  inhabit  the 
mountains  are  obliged  to  buy  the  wine,  which,  but  for  thefe  duties,  they  might  have  as 
cheap  from  their  fellow  fubjeds  in  Venetian  Dalmatia.  I'he  fad  is,  the  court  had 
rather  let  the  country  lofe  money  than  fuffer  Hungary  to  be  rich. 

Almofl;  all  the  employments  of  the  country,  which  the  conftitution  does  not  require 
to  be  given  to  natives,  are  poffeffed  by  Germans,  who  often  prove  the  moft  terrible  def- 
pots.  Thus,  in  the  cities  of  lllyria,  which  depend  entirely  on  the  council  of  war,  and 
are  entirely  under  military  government,  almoft  all  the  employments  are  held  by  foreign- 
ers. The  Germans  have  made  themfelvcs  fo  odious  here  by  their  tyranny,  that  the 
Croat  knows  no  more  odious  name,  than  to  give  a  man  that  of  a  Suabian.  '  He  is  a 
Suabian,'  means  with  them  every  thing  that  is  deteftable  and  contemptible.  Under  the 
name  of  Suabian,  the  Croat,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Vienna,  includes  every  Ger- 
man, who  is  not  an  Auftrian.  The  natives  of  Auftria,  who  are  fent  into  Hungary,  be- 
have there  like  Turkifh  Pachas,  or  Nabobs :  their  pride  leads  them  to  make  the  Hun- 
garians feel  that  they  are  the  ruling  nation  ;  their  difTipation  compels  them  to  ufe  every 
extortion  to  procure  money  ;  and  they  are  made  ftill  worfe  than  they  otherwife  would 
be,  by  the  difference  of  their  manners  and  religion.  It  is  from  the  oppreffion  of  fo- 
reigners, that  the  native  Illyrian  has  taken  the  dilhonefl  and  ftubborn  part  of  his  cha- 
rader,  which  is  fo  unnatural  to  him. 

Notwithftanding  that  the  principal  places  are  occupied  by  great  men,  it  is  impofllble 
to  be  more  worthlefs  than  the  greater  number  of  public  fervants  are.  Generally  fpeak- 
ing,  there  is  not  a  grain  of  patriotifm,  a  grain  of  knowledge,  a  grain  of  good  will,  or  a 
grain  of  adivity  amongft  them.  Pride,  vanity,  felf-interelt,  and  hard-heartednefs,  dif- 
tinguifli  them  all.  The  only  things  they  look  up  to,  are  the  pays  and  the  titles,  and 
they  treat  bufmefs  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  Do  not  imagine  that  I  exaggerate,  for  I 
affure  you  that  what  I  fay  is,  with  very  few  exceptions,  literally  true.  The  native  Hun- 
garians, who  have  a  Ihare  in  the  government  of  their  own  country,  have  infinitely  better 
underftandingof  the  duties  of  their  places,  and  more  delight  in  difcharging  them  than 
the  Auftrians ;  and  yet  thefe  poffefs  almoft  all  the  places,  and  the  others  are  expofed  to 
their  tyranny  I 
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Our  great  Henry  ufed  to  fay,  "  happy  is  the  gentleman  who  has  his  5000  a  year,  and 
does  not  know  me."  If  the  Imperial  court  is  defirous  that  the  Hungarian  fliould  enjoy 
any  kind  of  happinefs,  it  is  certainly  not  that  recommended  by  the  great  Henry.  They 
look  upon  it  as  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  bind  them  in  court  chains,  and  take  away  every 
feeling  of  liberty  and  true  honour  from  them.  They  do  all  they  can  to  ftifie  their  na- 
tional fpirit ;  they  have  no  idea  of  the  honour  of  ruling  over  a  free  and  fentimental  peo- 
ple, but  conceive  they  mull  make  flaves  of  the  whole  nation  in  order  to  govern  it. 

The  moll:  cruel  violations  of  the  national  contraft,  and  the  liberty  of  mankind,  have 
been  thofe  which  have  arifen  on  a  religious  account.  I  can  fafely  affirm  that  it  would 
take  two  hundred  years  more  to  undo  the  mifchief  which  this  court  has  done  itfelf,  dur- 
ing the  two  lafl:  hundred  years,  by  the  religious  perfecutions  in  Hungary.  It  is,  indeed, 
one  of  thofe  contradictions  which  mod  feelingly  befpeaks  the  debility  of  the  human 
mind,  that  whilll  tlie  prefent  adminiftration  on  the  one  hand  does  all  it  can  to  promote 
population  and  induftry  in  Hungary  ;  on  the  other,  it  perfecutes  in  every  way  pollible, 
the  moll  induftrious  part  of  its  fubjects,  and  that  part  whofe  religious  opinions  are  tha 
mofl  favourable  to  population. 

One  fourth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hungarian  dominions,  in  which  I  include  Tran- 
fylvania  and  Illyria,  are  Catholics  ;  one  fourth  are  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Anabaptills ;  the 
other  half  are  Lutherans,  or  reformed.  From  the  circumftance  of  the  religion  of  the 
country  being  Catholic,  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  would 
be  the  eftabliflied  one  of  the  (late.  With  this  no  fenfible  man  would  have  been  oiFended ; 
— but  to  take  away  three  hundred  churches  from  the  Proteftants,  while  the  Jews  had  the 
power  of  building  as  many  fynagogues  as  they  pleafed  ; — to  force  Proteftants  to  go 
twelve  miles  to  church,  whilll  many  Catholic  churches  were  tenanted  by  rats  and  mice 
only } — to  take  away  the  Proteftant  fchools,  and  yet  to  allow  the  parents  to  fend  their 
children  abroad  for  education  ; — to  be  eager  after  improvement  in  agriculture  and  in- 
duftry, and  yet  rather  fee  the  land  inhabited  by  Calmucks  and  Gyplies,  than  by  labo- 
rious and  moral  Proteftants; — to  treat  thefe  worfe,  in  fhort,  in  every  refpeft  than  the 
Turks  or  Jews,  this  certainly  was  pulling  down  with  one  hand,  what  the  court  was  en- 
deavouring to  rear  with  another  ;  it  was  deftroying  the  national  character,  without  im- 
proving the  external  circumftances  of  the  people.  It  is  now  well  known,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Englifti  fully  proves  it,  that  the  only  way  out  of  barbarilni  is  through  real 
religion.  Judge  then  what  it  muft  be  to  tread  this  road  backwards,  and  to  fubltitute 
the  fuperftitious  fpirit  of  monkery,  for  the  mild  and  induftrious  fpirit  of  proteftaniim. 
And  yet  the  Auftrian  government  has  done  this,  and  it  has  done  it,  at  the  very  time 
when  it  was  endeavouring  to  curb  the  power  of  the  priefts  in  the  other  parts  of  its  do- 
minions, and  forming  fuch  eftablifhments  of  education,  as  muft  fooner  or  later  lead  to 
Proteftant  principles. 

The  Proteftants  in  Hungary  are,  it  muft  be  confefled,  far  behind  their  brethren  in 
other  countries,  in  induftry  and  knowledge,  and  yet,  notwithftanding  this,  and  that  they 
are  only  one  fourth  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hungary,  they  pay  half  the  taxes,  and  are  ftill 
much  richer  than  their  Catholic  or  Greek  brethren.  A  ftriking  fign,  fure,  if  ever  a 
ftriking  fign  there  was,  how  much  their  religion  correfponds  with  the  good  of  the  whole, 
and  how  little  the  court  knows  of  its  own  intereft.  What  the  court  has  moll  hurt  itfelf 
by,  is  its  treatment  of  the  Greeks,  who  form  fo  large  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country.  Inftead  of  rendering  the  pi'iefts  of  thefe  femi- barbarians  ul'eful  paftors,  and 
thus  enabling  them  to  civilize  their  countrymen,  and  make  them  good  members  of  Ib- 
ciety,  all  they  have  been  folicitous  about  has  been  now  and  then  to  convert  an  ambitious 
or  avaricious  prelate  to  the  eftabliflied  church.     Tiie  Iwarms  which  generally  followed 
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thefe  defertei's,  commonly  changed  nothing  but  their  name.  From  being  Greek  bar- 
barians they  became  Catholic  barbarians,  or,  as  a  refpeftable  Auflrian  officer  faid,  it  was 
only  adding  another  mark  to  the  forehead  of  the  fwine.  In  the  mean  time  the  court 
troubled  itfelf  very  little  with  the  education  of  the  Catholic,  and  united  prieRhood,  and 
ftill  lefs  with  that  of  the  non-united,  things  which  it  is  fo  much  the  intereft  of  the  legif- 
lature  to  attend  to,  as  the  fureft  means  of  improving  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  and 
promoting  its  exports. 

The  Greek  priefts  in  Hungary,  and  lUyria,  are  exactly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  priefts  were,  in  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  that  great  man  who  laid  the 
firft  grounds  of  national  improvement  in  religion,  and  began  his  work  with  the  prieft- 
hood.  I  doubt  much  whether  moft  of  them  can  write  and  read,  but  I  am  fure  they 
cannot  reckon  beyond  three  or  four,  without  the  help  of  the  fingers,  and  know  not  the 
ufe  of  the  pocket  handkerchief.  One  of  thefe  fliepherds  of  fouls,  a  Macedonian  by  Dirtn, 
who  valued  himfelf  much  on  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek,  and  the  reputation  of  his 
countryman,  Alexander,  took  it  into  his  head  to  inftrufl:  me,  as  a  young  man,  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Trojan  war.  He  told  me  that  a  Trojan  prince,  having  run  away  with  a 
French  princefs,  the  Greek  and  Roman  Emperors,  the  King  of  France,  and  the  feven 
Eleftors,  went  to  Troy  and  took  the  ciiy  after  an  aftonifhing  long  fiege,  by  means  of  a 
wooden  horfe  filled  with  armed  men. — The  man  had  heard  the  hiftory  by  tradition,  in 
Saloniki,  or  fome  other  town  of  his  ignorant  country,  but  had  not  read  a  fingle  old 
Greek  author,  or  a  fingle  hiftory.  Notwithftanding  this,  he  was  looked  upon  as  a 
wonder  of  learning  by  his  colleagues.  Spite  indeed  of  their  grofs  ignorance,  thefe 
priefts  are  held  in  greater  veneration  by  the  people,  than  either  oracles  of  Delos  or 
Delphi  were.  Thefe  are  true  privileged  thieves,  who  never  fliew  a  fpark  of  underftand- 
ing  but  in  the  tricks  they  play  to  rob  the  people  of  the  fruit  of  their  toll ;  but  are  yet 
fo  convinced  of  their  pretentions  to  the  wool  of  their  fheep,  that  they  make  no  fcruple 
of  taking  the  head  with  it,  if  the  patient  animals  will  not  fufter  themfelves  to  be  fheared 
quietly.  The  Catholic  priefts,  who  live  at  any  diftance  from  the  large  towns,  are  little 
behind  the  Greeks  in  ignorance  and  ill  manners,  nor  are  they  far  behind  them  in  fliear- 
ing  the  (heep.  Their  whole  library  confifts  of  their  breviary,  and  the  only  thing  they 
fludy  is  the  Latin  language.  I  happened  to  converfe  with  one  of  them  who  is  extremely 
refpedled  in  his  own  diftridt,  and  really  is  diftinguiflied  for  a  better  underftanding  and 
better  manners  than  the  reft  of  them.  The  converfation  turned  on  the  German  colonifts 
who  go  into  Hungary.  I  afl;.ed  them  how  they  treated  them  when  they  could  not  bear 
the  climate.  His  anfwer  was,  "  Da?nus  Hits  Ucentiam  repntriandi." — And  now  I  mention 
thefe  Germans,  1  cannot  help  obferving  to  you  how  extraordinary  it  is,  that  whilft  a  third 
of  North  America  is  peopled  by  thefe  wandering  Germans,  whilft  one  half  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Cape,  Batavia,  and  Surinam,  (the  two  laft  fome  of  the  moft  unhealthy  places 
any  where  to  be  found,)  are  Germans,  who  thus  crofs  extenfive  feas  to  break  up  wafte 
lands,  or  to  get  hard  bread  in  the  capacity  of  day  labourers  ;  Hungary,  which  has  work 
and  bread  for  fo  many  millions,  ftiould  receive  fo  few.  Surely  this  muft  be  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  greater  barbarifms  than  any  poor  priefts  barbarous  Latin  ;  for  as  to 
the  pretended  caufe,  unhealthinefs  of  climate,  Hungary  is  no  more  unhealthy  than  fe- 
veral  other  climates,  and  the  natives  know  how  to  take  pre(;autions  againft  the  damps 
"arifing  from  the  moraffes.  But  the  want  of  freedom  in  religion  explains  all;  it  is  greatly 
owing  to  this  caufe  that  all  the  ufeful  men  emigrate,  and  leave  Hungary  only  the  worth- 
lefs  ones.  The  great  fault  of  this  government  is  that  they  banifti  the  Proteftants,  who 
are  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  their  fubjefts.  Thefe  indeed  have  little  defire  to  fettle  in  a 
country  in  which  they  muft  often  go  journies  of  feveral  days,  to  fee  a  prieft  of  their  own 
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perfuafion,  where  they  are  not  allowed  to  build  a  church,  and  where  the  hatred  towards 
thena  and  their  religion  effectually  and  perpetually  excludes  them  from  civil  employ, 
ments.  All  thefe  hindrances  are  removed  under  the  gentle  government  of  the  Dutch 
and  Englifh,  who  of  courfe  run  away  with  all  the  ufeful  emigrants,  and  leave  Auftria 
only  the  worthlefs  ones.  The  perfons  who  fettle  in  Hungary,  are  for  the  mod:  part 
abandoned  fcoundrels  from  Bavaria,  Suabia,  Franconia,  and  the  countries  about  the 
Rhine.  On  their  arrival  they  commonly  fquander  the  fmall  fums  of  money  they  have 
raifed  at  home,  by  the  fale  of  their  eftates,  and  as  government  takes  little  care  about 
them,  they  generally  die  of  grief,  or  diforders  arifing  more  from  their  diflipation  than 
the  climate.  That  part  of  them  which  happens  to  beg  its  way  back  again,  reprefents  the 
climate  worfe  than  it  is,  as  an  excufe  for  having  left  it.  This  alfo  deters  many  people 
from  coming.  Thofe  who  have  money  enough  prefer  America  to  Hungary,  which  by 
this  means  becomes  the  refuge  of  fuch  only  who  have  a  few  ducats  to  pay  their  paffage 
on  the  Danube. 

Thefe,  however,  fuch  as  they  are,  would  ftill  be  aconfiderable  gain  to  fo  poor  a  coun- 
try as  Hungary  is,  if  government  was  fufficiently  interefted  in  their  fate  to  provide  for 
the  diflreffes  they  muft  be  expofed  to  from  the  danger  of  the  climate  and  their  own  in- 
experience, and  to  give  them  fome  affiftance  in  their  firft  fettlement.  There  fhould  be 
an  office  eftabliflied  at  Vienna,  or  Prefburg,  where  thefe  wanderers  fliould  be  taught  the 
firft  rudiments  of  the  art  they  have  occafion  for.  They  ihould  be  told  in  what  places 
they  are  likely  to  meet  with  moft  of  their  own  countrymen,  as  nothing  promotes  coloni- 
zation fo  much  as  when  the  new  comers  find  perfons  of  the  fame  manners  and  language 
with  themfelves,  or  with  whom  they  are  connected  by  the  ties  of  friendfhip  or  relation, 
fhip.  The  Germans,  as  it  is  well  known,  are  fo  divided  amongft  themfelves,  that  thofe 
of  one  circle  look  upon  thofe  of  another  as  abfolute  ftrangers  to  them.  All  the  Bava- 
rians Ihould  therefore  be  fettled  in  one  diftrift,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Franconia,  Suabia, 
&c.  in  fo  many  others.  Above  all  things,  they  fhould  be  taught  to  guard  againft  the 
dangers  of  the  climate.  Hungary  is  in  itfelf  not  more  unwholefome  than  Italy,  Spain, 
the  South  of  France,  or  any  other  warm  country  ;  only  as  there  are  morafles  all  over  it, 
the  difference  betwixt  the  heat  of  the  day  and  the  cold  of  the  night  muft  of  courfe  be 
very  fenfible  to  a  German  ;  but  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  imitate  the  natives,  who 
follow  what  inftinft  teaches  them,  and  wear  a  warmer  cloathing.  The  rich  Hungary 
,  wines,  likewife,  deftroy  many  a  ftranger,  and  they  fuffer  ftill  more  from  the  very  pala- 
table, but  dangerous  melons,  which  are  in  fuch  plenty  that  you  may  have  them  almoft 
for  nothing.  Where  the  body  is  conftantly  weakened  by  the  influences  of  a  very  warm 
fun,  thefe  fruits  muft  be  very  prejudicial,  and  the  rather,  as  it  is  the  cuftom  here  to 
eat  them  without  bread.  Againft  all  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  the  emigrant  fhould 
be  fecured. 

The  fmall  fum  of  money  which  is  given  for  the  journey  is  not  fufficient  to  obviate 
thefe  inconveniences  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  emigrants  fhould  have  as  little  ready  money 
as  poffible,  as  they  cannot  know  how  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  it  in  a  new  country,  they 
muft  confequently  either  be  robbed  of  it  or  wafte  it.  What  they  ought  to  be  i'upplied 
with  is  wood  for  building,  cattle,  and  com ;  and  it  fhould  be  the  peculiar  duty  of  the 
civil  and  religious  minifters  of  the  ftate,  to  affift  them  in  their  civil  and  religious  necef- 
fities.  It  muft  be  confeffed,  however,  that  the  priefts  and  governors  of  Hungary  are  not 
the  people  fit  for  this  bufinefs  ;  for  if  the  court  was  to  be  at  this  expence,  they  would 
take  care  to  be  themfelves  the  greateft  gainers  by  it ;  but  the  court  has  hitherto  mani- 
fefted  too  fmall  a  defire  for  the  cultivation  of  Hungary,  to  beftow  much  expence  upon 
it ;  its  principle  has  been  to  reap  all  it  could  without  fowing  any  thing.    If  it  had  not 
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been  for  this,  what  has  been  fpent  upon  the  conqueft  of  a  very  fmall  part  of  Bavaria, 
would  have  brought  in  ten  times  more  in  a  much  fhorter  time,  by  laying  it  properly  out 
on  the  cultivation  of  Hungary. 

The  greateft  fourcex)f  confidence  for  a  Hungarian  patriot  Is,  that  his  prefent  King 
feels  the  connetlion  betwixt  his  own  intereft  and  that  of  the  flate.  Tiiat  he  knows  how 
to  value  liberty  and  mankind;  is  blinded  by  no  prejudice,  will  not  fulFer  his  hands  to 
be  bound  by  any  adherence  to  old  cuftoms,  and  has  (Irength  and  refolution  enough 
to  attempt  the  Herculean  labour  of  civilizing  this  Important  part  of  his  hereditary  do- 
minions. 


LETTER  XXXL 

Viemx. 

I  TOLD  you  in  my  lafl,  that  the  great  Hungarian  nobility  live  entirely  according  to 
our  ion.  Our  fafliions  reach  to  the  borders  of  Moldavia,  and  Wallachia,  and  from  Pref- 
burg  to  Cronftadt,  all  that  is  called  the  fine  world  fpeaks  o\xv patois.  Formerly  they  ufed 
their  own  language,  at  lead  to  exprefs  common  things,  but  every  body  now  gives  dhiesf 
foupes,  and  dejunes.  There  are  balls  pare  and  balls  mafqui  ;  every  town  with  four  or 
five  houfes  in  it  has  Its  affanblees,  and  redoutes.  The  men  play  whift,  and  the  women 
wear  poudre  a  la  Marechale,  and  have  vapours.  The  bookfellers  fell  Voltaire  in  fecret, 
and  the  apothecaries  fell  mercury  openly.  The  men  have  an  ami  de  la  inaifon  for  their 
wives,  and  the  wives  ^Jille  de  chambre  for  their  hufbands.  They  have  men  cooks, 
and  maitre  d'hotels ;  they  have  ballets,  comedies,  and  operas,  and  they  have  debts  upon 
debts. 

In  the  year  1740,  when  the  Hungarian  nobility  took  the  field  for  their  King  Maria 
Therefa,  the  firft  fight  of  fuch  troops  ftruck  the  French  army  with  a  panic.  They  had, 
indeed,  often  feen  detachments  of  thefe  diables  d'Hongrif,  as  they  ufed  to  call  them,  but 
a  whole  army  of  them  drawn  up  In  battle  array — unpowdered,  from  the  general  to  the 
common  foldler — half  their  faces  covered  with  long  whi/kers — a  fort  of  round  beaver 
upon  their  heads  Inftead  of  hats — without  ruffles  or  frills  to  their  fhirts,  and  without  fea- 
thers— all  clad  In  rough  fkms — monftrous  crooked  fabres,  ready  drawn  and  uplifted-— 
their  eyes  darting  flafhes  of  rage  fliarper  than  the  beams  of  the  naked  fabres — was  a 
fight  our  men  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  fee.  Our  oldeft  officers  ftill  remember  the 
impreffion  thefe  terrible  troops  made,  and  how  difficult  it  was  to  make  the  men  ftand 
agalnll:  them,  till  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  their  formidable  appearance. 

All  this  is  now  at  an  end,  the  Hungarian  nobleman  begins  to  leave  off  his  long  beard, 
and  dreffes  much  after  the  French  fafhion. 

It  is  remarkable  enough,  that  whilft  In  imitation  of  the  Hungarian  foldier,  the  Huflar 
has  become  an  efiential  part  of  the  Pruffian  army,  and  has  alfo  been  received  into  the 
French  regular  troops,  the  true  original  is  loft  in  his  own  country.  Not  one  of  the 
fourteen  or  fifteen  regiments  of  Huffars  In  the  Emperor's  fervice  is  made  up  entirely  of 
Hungarians.  Experienced  officers  have,  it  feems,  thought  fuch  regiments  could  no 
longer  be  of  any  fervice;  It  may  be  fo,  but  It  is  certain  that  the  Hungarian  has  entirely 
loft  his  fpirit  by  difcipline,  for,  like  other  wild  men,  he  detefts  the  artificial  arms  againll 
which  his  ftrength  and  courage  are  of  no  avail,  and  If  ever  he  fliews  himfelf  In  his  native 
fiercenefs.  It  is  only  when  the  firing  is  over  and  he  comes  to  clofe  engagement.  Here 
indeed  the  hero  fometimes  ftarls  out  again.  But  this  was  not  enough  to  mak«  the  Hun- 
garians a  match  for  the  Pruffian  Huftars  in  the  Silefian  war ;  on  the  contrary  they  al- 
ways proved  inferior  to  them.— After  all,  however,  if  this  laft  change  had  not  been 
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made,  It  is  certain  that  the  prefent  nobility  of  Hungary  could  not  bring  Into  the  field, 
and  maintain  fuch  armies  aswereraifed  in  1740. 

The  Efterhazy,  whofe  eflate  amounts  to  above  6co,ooo  guilders  a  year;  The  Pale- 
fy,  Schaki,  Erdoby,  Sichy,  Forgatfli,  Kohari,  Karoly,  &c.  and  many  others,  who  have 
from  100,000  to  2oo,coo  guilders  a  year,  are  unable,  notwithftanding  thefe  large  eftates, 
to  live  within  their  incomes.  The  expences  they  have  been  put  to  by  the  political  al- 
teration of  manners  of  the  lafl:  forty  years,  have  reduced  them  to  necefTitous  dependance. 
The  court,  however,  does  not  look  upon  even  this  weaknefs  as  a  fufficient  fecurity.  The 
Hungarian  regiments  of  infantry,  amongfl:  which  there  are  likewife  many  Germans,  and 
feveral  regiments  of  Huffars,  are  conftantly  quartered  in  Bohemia,  IVIoravia,  and  the 
German  cities ;  on  the  contrary,  feveral  of  the  German  regiments,  particularly  the  hea- 
vy horfe  and  the  dragoons,  are  quartered  in  Hungary.  There  is  no  province  in  the  he. 
reditary  dominions  of  Auftria  which  has  fo  many  troops  in  it  as  Hungary  has,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population  and  exports.  This  may  in  fome  degree  be  owing  to  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  provifion  for  man  and  horfe.  If  it  be  fo,  in  cafe  of  a  war  breaking  out  on  the 
confines  of  Germany,  the  court  lofes  in  a  few  weeks  what  it  has  been  faving  by  this  po- 
licy for  many  years  ;  for  the  forced  marches  which  the  cavalry  are  obliged  to  make  to 
their  places  of  deftination,  generally  kill  half  the  horfes  before  they  have  got  there.  For 
my  own  part  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  true  motives  of  this  allotment  of  troops  are 
to  make  the  Hungarians  acquainted  with  the  other  members  of  the  empire  ;  to  extin- 
guifh  their  natural  fpirit  by  the  fight  of  numerous  armies  in  every  part  of  their  country  j 
to  accuftom  them  to  fubordination ;  arid  in  fome  degree,  perhaps,  to  increafe  the  con- . 
fumption  of  the  country,  and  fo  promote  the  circulation  of  coin. 

The  Englifh  proceed  upon  a  quite  different  plan  ;  their  principle  is  to  keep  up  as 
much  as  poffible  the  national  fpirit  of  the  troops,  from  an  idea  that  the  interefls  of  the 
government  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  people,  and  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
a  mutiny.  Upon  this  ground  it  is,  that  their  patriots  have  taken  up  a  notion,  which 
no  doubt  will  foon  be  realized,  of  making  every  regiment  provincial,  by  quartering  it 
conftantly  in  the  county  whofe  name  it  bears,  and  by  fuffering  no  man  to  be  enlifted  in 
it  but  thofe  of  that  county ;  whence  they  think  a  ftill  greater  degree  of  attachment  to 
the  native  place  will  be  produced.  The  Imperial  council  of  war  would  not  be  pleafed 
with  a  projefl:  of  this  kind.  It  confiders  it  as  a  ftated  maxim  of  policy,  to  fend  the  fol- 
dier  as  far  as  may  be  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  to  compofe  the  regiments  of 
men  taken  from  various  countries.  Thus  different  caufes  have  different  effefts,  and 
John  Bull  and  Squire  South  ftill  ad:  upon  different  grounds. 

None  of  the  Auftrian  hereditary  dominions  have  a  national  militia,  excepting  only  the 
Bannat  troops,  or  Illyrians  ;  but  thefe  are  only  half  foldiers,  and  their  officers  are  at 
leaft  for  the  moft  part  Germans  or  Hungarians.  In  time  of  war,  every  Hungarian  no- 
bleman, in  proportion  to  his  eftate,  either  raifes  a  number  of  men,  or  fends  the  money 
for  them  to  the  war  department.  Thefe  recruits  feldom  form  feparate  bodies,  but  are 
incorporated  with  the  reft  of  the  armv.  Above  all,  care  is  taken  thai  the  faldiersfl:ould 
be  free  from  all  other  ties,  and  only  animated  by  the  foul  of  the  army,  the  wonder- 
working ftick. 

You  muft  not  however  conceive  this  Palladhnn  of  the  Auftrian  army,  this  wonder- 
working ftick,  as  the  abfolute  fine  quo  non.  A  few  years  fince,  indeed,  it  ruled  the  great 
machine  altogether ;  but  now  that  has  been  brought  into  regular  movements,  it  is  only 
looked  up  to  with  reverential  aw6  and  fubmiftion.  According  to  a  proclamation  of  the 
humane  I'^mperor,  the  officers  are  to  make  as  Y\X\\e  phvftcal  ui'e  of  it  as  poftible.  But  as 
to  tmval  purpofes,  it  is  in  all  its  glory,  and  its  idea  takes  place  in  the  common  foldier, 
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of  all  love  of  his  country,  all  good  humour,  all  fenfe  of  honour,  all  hope  of  advance- 
ment, and  every  other  feeling.  All  his  occupations  bring  him  back  to  this  idea,  and 
from  his  A,  B,  C,  to  his  logic,  all  he  knows  is  comprlfed  in  the  two  little  words,  thou 

vmjl. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  in  obedience  and  ftrong  fubordination,  the  principal 
ftrength  of  an  army  confills  ;  but  is  it  in'ipofiible  to  unite  them  with  any  Idea  of  feeling 
for  felf  in  the  fubaltcrn  and  underling  ?  Are  fentiments  of  perfonal  honour,  of  bravery, 
and  of  patriotifm,  entirely  prejudicial  to  an  army?  Certainly  not:  and  were  it  only  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor  foldier,  were  it  only  to  make  his  hard  fate  lefs  fevere, 
it  fhould  be  the  policy  of  princes  to  promote  thofc  feelings  which  can  fweeten  fo  many 
bitter  hours,  and  alone  enable  them  to  meet  death. 

With  the  power  which  Auflria  now  pofleffes,  It  might  at  one  ftroke  cut  off  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Hungarian  nobles,  which  are  contrary  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  and 
which  it  has  been  fo  many  years  endeavouring  to  undermine.  A  few  hundred  families 
would  murmur  for  a  few  years,  but  the  thing  would  not  go  beyond  murmurs ;  the  in- 
habitants of  towns  and  the  peafants  would  ftand  up  for  the  Interefts  of  the  court,  which 
are  their  own.  The  religious  animofitles,  which  formerly  ferved  as  a  pretence  for  an 
infurreflion,  no  longer  blinds  the  people  to  their  real  good ;  and  open,  liberal  treat- 
ment would  foon  win  over  the  nobility,  whom  the  artifices  now  in  ufe  only  alienate  and 
■  corrupt.  If  once  that  part  of  their  privileges,  which  militate  againft  the  good  of  the 
whole,  were  well  defined  and  fupprened  by  one  fingle  aft  of  authority,  they  would  then 
become  fufceptlble  of  patriotic  virtues  ;  whereas,  at  prefent  they  look  upon  the  govern- 
ment as  hoflile  to  them,  and  do  nothing  but  what  they  are  compelled  to  by  power  or 
bribes.  In  that  cafe,  the  multitude  of  the  nation  would  not  be  the  mofl;  abjeft  ilaves, 
nor  the  great  the  nioft  cruel  defpots  that  are  known.  If,  befides  this,  the  court  wa» 
to  fpend  the  fums  neceflary  on  eflablifliments  for  education,  and  the  priefts  of  the  feve- 
ral  religions  would  endeavour  to  eftablifh  them  without  perfecution  or  partiality,  in  the 
next  century  Hungnry  would  be  one  of  the  mofl:  flourllhing  countries  In  Europe.  The 
Hungarian  would  no  longer  be  poor.  In  the  middle  of  a  country  abounding  with  every 
neceflary  of  life.  The  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  exceffive  riches  of  the  nobility, 
would  no  longer  offend  the  eyes  of  the  humane  by  the  fliocking  difproportion  between 
them.  Then  the  court  alfo  would  no  longer  objecl  to  the  raifing  provincial  regiments, 
as  It  would  be  confifl;ent  with  Its  interefls.  The  lively  Croat,  or  Hungarian,  animated 
by  the  love  of  his  country  and  a  fenfe  of  duty,  would  no  longer  refufe  to  fubmit  to  pro- 
per difcipline  ;  all  the  army  would  be  infpired  with  a  fplrit,  which  difclpllne  alone  can- 
not give,  but  which  united  to  difcipline  Is  the  ftrongeil  fecurlty  for  terror  abroad  and 
happinefs  at  home. 

The  Hungarians  in  general  are  extremely  proper  for  a  military  life  ;  they  want  no- 
thing to  be  perfeft  foldlers,  but  the  kind  of  education  which  a  good  government  might 
give  them.  The  Croats  particularly  have  all  the  requifites  for  fervice.  Their  mean 
height  Is  fix  feet  \  they  are  bony,  flefhy,  quick,  and  lively,  and  can  bear  the  extremes 
of  cold  and  hunger.  In  a  word  there  are  no  better  made  men  in  Europe,  notwith.- 
ftanding  which  they  are  the  mofl;  miferable  part  of  the  Imperial  army  ;  a  fore  fign  that 
government  either  neglefts  them,  or  does  not  know  how  to  difcipline  them  properly. 
Sometimes  It  has  been  propofed  to  Incorporate  them  with  other  corps,  but  this  would 
only  be  to  take  away  their  natural  advantages,  and  furnllh  them  with  artificial  ones  in 
their  ft;ead.  Such  a  change  would  put  an  end  to  their  ufual  way  of  life,  to  which  they 
are  indebted  for  their  hardinefs.  They  commonly  dwell  fix  or  feven  families  under  the 
iame  roof.      As  their  frugality  enables  them  to  bring  up  many  children,  they  marry 

early 


RIESBECk's    travels    through    GERMANY.  II5 

eariy,  in  the  vigour  of  their  youth,  and  their  children  are  the  produce  of  their  unim- 
paired manhood.  Their  juices  are  flill  uncorrupt,  and  the  dedrucllve  diflempers  which 
poifon  the  fources  of  hfe  are  not  yet  introduced  amongft  them.  The  patriarchal  go- 
vernment fllll  fubfifts  amongft  them,  and  the  grandfather  who  has  grown  old  amidll  his 
children  and  grand-children,  fliil  retains  an  authority  over  them.  i.'\s  by  this  means 
their  manners  are  prefervod  uncorrupt,  nothing  more  is  requifue  than  to  humanize 
fheir  priefts  ;  this  would  render  them  uicful  fubjefts  to  the  ftate,  without  commerce, 
manufaclures,  or  arts,  which  the  court  has  lately  endeavoured  to  introduce  amongft 
them,  in  my  opinion  not  to  their  advantage.  An  education  morefuitable  to  the  nature 
of  their  country,  and  their  peculiar  conftitution  would  by  degrees  deprive  them  of  their 
natural  ferocity,  and  they  would  become  more  tradable,  in  proportion  as  they  acquired 
better  notions  of  religion,  agriculture,  and  the  other  things  connected  with  their  well 
being.  Their  ferocity,  the  natural  confequence  of  their  barbarity,  is  the  true  reafon 
why  they  are  fo  averfe  to  difcipline,  and  the  only  way  of  getting  the  better  ot  this,  and 
making  them  like  the  other  fubjefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  fit  for  military  fervice,  is 
domeftic  education :  this  alone  can  bring  them  out  of  their  barbarity,  without  depriving 
them  of  their  other  advantages. 

Suppofe  the  new  court  was  to  adopt  the  other  plan,  and  incorporate  them  with  the 
other  troops,  fuppofe  it  was  to  make  flaves  of  them  in  the  beft  years  of  their  lives,  and 
when  the  voice  of  nature  crieth  moft  loud,  what  would  be  the  confequence?  Accuftomed 
to  all  the  vices  which  obtain  in  a  ftanding  army,  they  would  confume  the  vigour  of  their 
lives  in  pernicious  indulgencies ;  they  would  return  to  their  native  country  corrupted 
with  a  variety  of  wants  they  did  not  know  before.  Having  acquired  a  tafte  for  the  plea- 
fures  of  forbidden  love,  they  would  either  not  marry  at  all  or  marry  later  than  their  an- 
ceftors ;  all  their  domeftic  ordinances  would  be  aboliflied,  nor  would  their  wives  be  any 
longer  diftinguiftied  for  their  chaftity.  Their  children  would  imitate  them  in  their  vices, 
and  the  confequence  of  all  would  be,  that  in  the  fecond  generation  you  would  hardly  be 
able  to  diftinguifli  them  ;  and  in  the  third,  or  at  moft  the  fourth,  not  know  them  at 
all  from  the  other  fubjeds  of  the  empire,  fo  totally  would  they  have  loft  the  fize,  ftrength, 
frugality,  and  fine  form,  which  now  fo  eminently  diftinguifti  them.  To  attempt  the 
change  propofed  would  be  taking  a  dangerous  leap  from  barbarous  to  civil  life,  and  all 
tliat  could  be  expefted  from  it  would  be  a  broken  limb,  if  not  a  broken  neck. 


LETTER  XXXm. 

Vicuna. 
I  HAVE  given  myfelf  all  the  trouble  poffible  to  come  at  an  exad  eftiraate  of  the 
goods  annually  exported  from,  and  imported  into  Hungary,  and  by  that  means  to  acquire 
a  tolerable  idea  of  the  national  riches ;  but  the  receipts  of  the  cuftoms,  the  only  ones 
by  which  you  can  form  a  good  judgment,  are  either  fo  imperfedly  or  fo  fecretly  kept, 
that  there  is  no  depending  upon  them.  All  I  can  therefore  fay  upon  the  fubjed  mult 
confift  of  report  and  conjefture.  1  was  aflured  then  by  a  creditable  man,  that  the  ex- 
ports amounted  to  twenty-four,  and  the  imports  to  eighteen  millions  a  year,  making  a 
balance  of  fix  millions  in  favour  of  the  country.  With  refpeft  to  the  exports,  I  can  fay 
nothing  upon  them  with  certainty,  for  the  reafon  I  have  juft  given  ;  they  are,  indeed, 
greater  than  1  could  have  imagined,  even  from  the  pofitive  calculations  I  have  been  able 
to  make  ;  but  if  we  compare  the  exports  and  imports,  we  ftiall  find  it  is  impoftible  but 
that  the  former  fiiould  be  ftated  too  high  ;  for  with  fuch  a  balance  of  trade  as  Hungary 
muft  by  this  means  have,  it  ought  to  be  one  of  the  richeft  countries  in  Europe,  whereas 
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nothing  is  fcarcer  than  money  in  this  country.  Of  the  twenty  millions  of  revenue  wlikh 
Hungary,  together  with  Tranfylvania  and  lUyria  contributes  to  the  ftate,  three  at  the  molt 
comes  to  Vienna,  and  the  funis  which  the  few  noble  families  that  refide  out  of  it  carry 
from  the  country,  are  replaced  by  what  foreigners  in  employment  fpend  in  it ;  many 
millions  therefore  muft  remain  in  Hungary,  and  if  to  thefe  are  added  fuch  a  balance  of 
trade  as  I  have  flated,  fuppofing  it  only  to  have  continued  five  years,  the  country  mud 
be  much  richer  than  it  is.  • 

If  we  confider  a  little  the  variety  of  commodities  which  Hungary  mud  import  from 
abroad,  it  is  impoffible  it  fliould  have  even  an  equal  trade ;  it  is  obliged  to  purchafe  aU 
moll  all  the  productions  of  art,  befides  an  altonifliing  number  of  thofe  of  nature. 
Clothes  alone  coft  four  or  five  millions  of  florins  per  annum  ;  wrought  filks,  linens  and 
cottons  as  much  more ;  coffee  and  fugar  muft  at  leafl  come  to  two  millions  and  a  half  j 
tin,  glafs,  colours,  and  drugs,  muft  coil  them  annually  many  millions.  In  this  eflimate 
we  do  not  take  in  toys  of  every  kind ;  foreign  wines  for  the  liquorifh  palates  of  the  great 
men,  who  cannot  be  contented  with  the  admirable  produce  of  their  own  vineyards  ;  fo- 
reign horfes,  coaches,  harnefles,  and  a  great  many  other  foreign  articles.  The  quantity 
of  the  natural  produftions,  which  Hungary  on  the  other  hand  gives  the  ftranger,  cannot 
come  up  to  any  thing  like  the  fums  thefe  articles  muft  coft.  According  to  a  rough  cal- 
culation I  have  made,  Hungary  exports  the  value  of  about  five  millions  and  a  half  of 
oxen,  iwine,  and  horfes,  four  millions  of  corn,  hay,  &;c.  three  millions  of  wine,  half  a 
million's  worth  of  tobacco,  filk,  (moftly  from  Sclavonia,)  citrons,  chefnuts,  and  other 
£i-uits;  and  fome  millions  of  minerals,  efpecially  copper;  fo  that  if  I  fet  the  export  at 
fixteen,  and  the  imports  at  eighteen  millions,  it  will  be  much  nearer  the  truth. 

I  do  not  think  I  do  Hungary  any  injuftice  by  thus  ftating  its  expencee  at  two  mil- 
lions ;  its  fituation,  and  the  nature  of  its  government,  prevent  it  from  making  all  the  ufe 
pofTible  of  the  rich  treafures  it  pofTeffes ;  and  the  high  degree  of  luxury  which  obtains 
in  all  orders  prevents  its  owing  to  its  own  induftry  feveral  articles  which  it  procures  from 
the  ftranger,  though  it  might  prepare  them  itlelf.  Having  juft  told  you  the  great  fums 
annually  paid  for  clothes,  it  will  perhaps  aftonifh  you  to  hear,  that  there  is  no  country 
in  Europe  fitter  for  breeding  flieep  than  this  is.  Prince  Eugene,  who  was  as  great  a 
judge  of  political  improvements  as  he  was  a  general,  perceived  this,  and  having  procured 
iheep  from  Arabia,  gave  himfelf  all  the  trouble  poffible  to  propagate  the  breed  in  the 
country  of  Ofen.  The  Emperors  Charles  and  Francis  made  many  wife  regulations  for 
the  fame  purpofe ;  but  hitherto  it  has  been  unfuccefsful.  The  nobility,  who  poffefs 
almoft  all  the  lands,  are  too  proud  and  foolifh  to  attend  to  agriculture  ;  the  farmers 
have  no  property,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  are  depreffed  by  religious  perfe- 
cutions. 

The  negligence  of  the  police  in  not  ftemming  the  torrent  of  luxury,  isinconceivable. 
I  have  often  been  tempted  to  believe,  that  government  did  not  think  it  worth  its  while 
to  attend  to  the  circumllances  of  this  country,  either  becaufe  it  did  not  yield  in  propor- 
tion to  its  greatnefs,  or  that  the  impetuous  temper  of  the  court  was  fuch,  as  not  to  allow 
of  any  eftablifhments  that  were  to  produce  fruit  in  after  ages:  be  this  as  it  may,  whether 
the  court  is  all  for  prefent  enjoyment,  or  has  not  political  wifdoiu  enough  to  ereft  for 
futurity,  the  inftances  of  its  negled  are  moft  glaring.  I  will  lay  one  of  them  before  you : 
Notwithlfanding  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  country,  they  allow  the  Jews  to  go  about 
■with  coffee,  fugar,  tobacco,  oil,  and  quack  medicines  of  all  kinds,  from  village  to  village, 
where  they  fell  them  in  fmall  quantities,  and  much  adulterated. 

The  climate  of  the  fouthern  part  of  Hungary  is  extremely  favourable  to  the  growth  of 
fjlk ;  but  except  in  Sclavonia,  which  is  not  improved  as  it  ought  to  be,  there  grows 

6  none. 


RIESBECK's   travels    through    GERMANY.  I17 

none,  notwithdanding  the  example  of  their  neighbours  the  Venetians,  and  the  facility 
of  procuring  mulberry  trees  from  Italy.  The  only  art  which  is  carried  to  any  degree 
of  improvement  is  that  of  mining.  Here  all  that  mathematics  could  do  has  been  adopted. 
You  would  be  aflonilTied  at  the  fight  of  the  machines  in  ufc  to  clear  the  water  from  the 
pits,  and  to  carry  on  the  other  neceflary  operations.  The  gold  and  filver  mines  of  Creni- 
nitz  and  Shemnitz  produce  but  little  to  the  crown,  owing  to  its  keeping  part  of  them 
in  its  own  hands,  and  not  farming  the  whole.  There  are  other  gold  and  filver  mines  in 
the  country,  but  thole  of  Tranlylvania  excel  them  all  at  prefent,  and  promife  to  do  (till 
more  fo  in  future.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  court  gets  much  more  by  the  copper  than 
it  does  by  the  gold  und  filver  mines,  efpecially  fince  the  cuflom  of  fheathing  the  men  of 
war  with  copper  has  prevailed.  Hungary  is  able  to  furnifli  all  Europe  with  copper ; 
upon  the  whole,  half  of  the  four  millions  of  florins  which  the  country  gets  by  Its  mines 
comes  from  Hungary. 

The  country  has  an  extraordinary  appearance ;  it  is  inclofed  on  all  fides  with  high 
hills,  in  the  midft  of  which  are  plains,  which  you  may  travel  through  for  fome  days 
without  perceiving  the  leall  elevation.  You  meet  with  immenfe  deferts,  in  the  midft  of 
which,  as  in  thofe  of  Tartary,  are  wild  horfes.  The  woods  are  filled  with  wolves,  an 
animal  fcarce  ever  feen  in  Suabia,  Bavaria,  or  Auftria.  Near  the  banks  of  rivers,  in 
the  plains,  there  are  moralTes,  which  here  and  there  form  lakes  ;  the  drying  up  of  thele 
will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  country,  by  making  its  rivers  navigable,  adding  great 
quantities  of  land  to  it,  and  purifying  the  air.  The  beafts  are  all  very  different  from 
thofe  of  Germany ;  the  horfes  are  fmall,  light,  and  not  handfome,  but  uncommonly 
"lively  and  llrong  ;  a  Hungarian  ufes  only  three  or  four  in  going  from  Vienna  to  Tur^ 
key,  in  a  conftant  trot  or  gallop  ;  their  breed  has  been  greatly  improved  in  the  ftuds  of 
the  nobility,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country.  The  oxen  are  the  largeft  and  moft  beau- 
teous I  have  ever  feen ;  they  are  all  afli-colour,  or  white,  and  I  do  not  recolledl  to  have 
feen  a  red  or  brown  one  in  the  whole  country  ;  their  flefh  is  remarkable  well  tafted  j 
even  the  poultry  are  diftinguiflied  from  thofe  of  other  countries  by  their  fize  and  fliape  ; 
in  fhort,  all  that  has  breath  here,  attefts,  either  by  its  growth  or  its  agility,  the  wonder- 
ful vigour  of  nature. 

The  ardficial  appearance  of  the  country  is  as  remarkable  as  the  natural.  In  one 
place,  perhaps,  you  fee  palaces  upon  which  art  has  exhaufted  all  its  magnificence,  and 
within  a  few  paces  you  come  to  countries  where  men  dwell  in  caverns  under  ground 
like  the  wild  beafts.  At  Preftjurg,  Fort,  and  Ofen,  which  are  the  largeft  cities  in  the 
country,  and  each  of  which  contains  30,000  men,  you  believe  yourfelf  in  the  moft  en- 
chanting country  in  the  world ;  and  within  a  few  miles  of  their  gates,  you  fcem  to  be  in 
Mingrelia. 

The  ftrongeft  proof  poffible  that  the  country  is  miferable,  is  the  contraft  of  extreme 
poverty  with  extreme  riches,  and  the  more  ftriking  that  contraft  is,  the  greater  is  the 
niifery.  A  people  may  be  very  poor,  and  yet  very  happy;  but  when  amidft  ftraw  huts, 
which  hardly  proteft  their  inhabitants  from  wind  and  weather,  you  fee  marble  palaces 
towering  to  the  clouds,  when  in  the  midft  of  immenfe  wildernefies  tenanted  by  mifer- 
able fkeletons,  who  hardly  find  roots  in  the  fields  to  keep  body  and  foul  together,  you 
meet  with  gardens  with  fountains  in  them,  grottos,  parterres,  terraflfes,  ftatucs,  and  coftly 
pidlures;  it  is  a  fure  fign  that  one  part  of  the  inhabitants  live  by  pillaging  the  reft. 

Not  long  after  my  arrival  here,  I  made  a  party  of  pleafure  to  the  caftle  of  Count 
Efterhazy,  which  lies  a  about  a  day's  journey  from  Prefburg.  Without  a  doubt,  you 
are  already  acquainted  with  it  from  Moore's  travels.  There  is  no  place  in  France,  Ver- 
failles  alone  excepted,  fo  magnificent  as  this  j  the  caftle  is  iramenfely  large,  and  full  of 
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every  fumptuous  article  of  expence  that  can  be  conceived.  The  garden  contains  every 
thing  that  human  wit  has  invented  for  the  improvement,  or,  as  you  may  call  it,  the  per- 
verfion  of  nature.  The  pavilions  of  all  kinds  appear  like  the  habitations  of  fo  many 
fairies,  and  every  thing  is  fo  much  above  what  you  meet  with  in  general,  that  you  think 
you  are  dreaming  when  you  behold  it.  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  give  you  an exaft  defciip- 
tion  of  what  1  faw  here,  but  muft  however  obferve,  that  to  the  eyes  of  one  who  does  not 
profefs  himfelf  a  connoifleur,  there  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  too  much.  I  recoUedt, 
that  the  walls  of  a  Sala-Ten-'ina  were  painted  with  figures  twelve  feet  high,  which  to 
a  fon  of  the  earth,  as  I  am,  appeared  much  too  lofty  for  the  fize  of  the  room.  I  know 
how  much  you  are  for  the  great  ftyle,  and  remember  all  you  ufed  to  din  into  my  pro- 
fane ears  about  the  fine  forms  of  the  Roman  fchool,  but  yet,  I  think  if  you  had  been  here, 
you  would  have  thought  this  rather  too  great  a  ftyle. 

What  renders  the  magnificence  of  this  place  ftill  more  ftriking,  is  the  very  extraordi- 
nary contraft  of  it  with  the  country  round.  The  lake  of  Neuftedler,  which  is  not  far 
from  the  caftle,  forms  a  large  morafs,  which  extends  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  miles,  and 
threatens  in  time  to  lay  the  great  edifice  under  water,  as  it  has  already  done  great  part 
of  the  country,  which  was  formerly  very  produftive.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country 
round  have  the  appearance  of  fo  many  ghofts,  and  are  regularly  plagued  with  agues 
every  year.  About  half  the  money  which  the  prince  has  laid  out  in  beautifying  his 
caftle,  would  not  only  have  been  fufficient  to  drain  the  fens,  but  would  have  taken  as 
much  land  again  from  the  lake.  As  this  is  ever  upon  the  encreafe,  there  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  fear  it  will  entirely  overflow  the  low  country  :  the  only  way  to  prevent  this,  will 
be  by  making  a  canal  to  communicate  with  the  Danube,  an  enterprize  which  would  do 
the  prince  more  honour  than  all  the  trifles  he  has  been  about.  Within  lefs  than  a  day's 
journey  from  the  caftle,  on  the  other  fide,  you  will  meet  the  Kalmucks,  Cherokees, 
Hottentots,  and  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fiiego,  in  all  their  feveral  occupations  and 
fituations. 

Unwholefome  as  the  country  is,  particularly  in  fpring  and  winter,  and  though  the 
prince  himfelf  has  the  ague  very  often,  yet  is  he  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  there  is  not  a 
finer  or  more  wholefome  fpot  under  the  fun.  His  caftle  ftands  quite  alone,  and  he  fees 
nobody  but  dependants,  or  ftrangers  who  come  for  the  purpofe  of  admiration.  The 
prince  has  a  puppet-fliew  theatre,  which  is  really  extraordinary  in  its  kind,  for  the  pup- 
pets perform  whole  operas.  You  really  do  not  know  whether  you  Ihould  wonder  or 
laugh  moft,  when  you  fee  the  Didone,  the  Jlce/le  al  Bivio,  played  throughout  by  puppets. 
The  prince's  orchcftra  is  one  of  the  beft  I  have  yet  heard.  The  great  Haydn  is  his 
compofitor ;  and  he  has  got  a  poet,  who  is  often  very  fortunate.  The  fcene-painters 
too  are  diftinguiflied  men  ;  in  a  word,  the  thing  itfclf  is  little,  but  all  the  appendages  are 
very  great.  The  prince  often  hires  a  company  of  ftrolling  players,  and  keeps  them  for 
a  month  to  play  to  him,  and  his  fervants  compofe  all  the  audience.  Thefe  gentlemen 
appear  upon  the  ftage  with  their  hair  about  their  ears,  and  the  dreffes  it  pleafes  fporting 
fortune  to  furnifli  them  with  at  the  time  ;  but  it  all  does  very  well,  for  the  prince  is  not 
fond  of  grand  tragic  movements,  but  on  the  contrary,  delights  in  any  extempore  pieces 
of  wit,  which  thefe  gentlemen  may  ftrike  out,  or  which  may  be  ftruck  out  for  them. 
This  prince  has  alfo  a  body-guard,  compofed  of  very  fine  men.  I  was  very  ferry  that 
1  could  not  fee  the  famous  Haydn,  who  was  gone  to  Vienna  to  condu6l  a  large  concert. 
It  is  faid,  the  prince  has  given  him  permiflion  to  make  a  journey  to  England,  France, 
and  Spain,  where  he  will  be  received  as  his  merits  deferve,  and  get  enough  to  come 
home  with  his  purfe  well  filled-  He  has  a  brother,  who  is  Maejlro  di  Capella  at  Straf- 
burg,  a  man  of  as  much  genius  as  Haydn  himfelf,  but  who  has  not  induftry  enough  to 
£.nive  at  the  fame  degree  of  reputation.  LETTER 
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Vienna. 

1  SHOULD  not  have  faid  fo  much  of  Hungary,  had  I  not  recolleded,  that  you  con- 
fider  it  as  an  unknown  country.  What  I  have  to  fay  of  the  other  parts  of  the  heredi- 
tary dominions  of  the  Iloufe  of  Auflria  will  be  fo  much  the  fliorter. 

Auftria,  properly  fo  called,  has  throughout  the  appearance  of  a  happy  country  ;  here 
are  no  figns  of  the  flriking  contrafl  betwixt  poverty  and  riches,  which  ofiends  fo  much 
in  Hungary.  All  the  inhabitants,  thofe  of  the  capital  only  excepted,  enjoy  that  happy 
mediocrity,  which  is  the  confequence  of  a  gentle  and  wife  adminiftration.  The  farmer 
has  property  ;  and  the  rights  of  the  nobility,  who  enjoy  a  kind  of  lower  judicial  power, 
are  well  defined.  The  fouth  and  fouth-vveft  parts  of  the  country  are  bounded  by  a 
ridge  of  hills,  the  inhabitants  of  which  enjoy  a  fliare  of  profperiiy,  unknown  to  thofe  of 
the  interior  parts  of  France.  I  faw  feveral  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  whofe 
inhabitants  dwelt  in  ftone  houfes.  A  fure  fign  of  their  well-being,  is  their  eating  meat 
almoft  every  day,  and  roaft  meat  once  or  twice  a  week.  There  are  many  villages  and 
market  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have  bought  themfelvcs  off'  from  vaflalage,  are 
now  their  own  governors,  and  belong  fome  of  them  to  the  eftates  of  the  country ; 
amongfl  thefe  is  the  beautiful  town  of  Stockeraw,  about  which  is  one  of  the  prettielt 
countries  I  have  yet  fe'en.  The  cloyflers,  the  prelates  of  which  belong  to  the  eltates  of 
the  country,  are  the  richeft  in  Germany,  after  the  immediate  prelacies  and  abbacies  of 
the  empire. 

The  cloyfters  are  fome  of  the  richefl  in  Germany.  One  of  the  great  convents  of  Be- 
nedidines  is  worth  upwards  of  four  thoufand  millions  of  French  livres,  half  of  which 
goes  to  the  exchequer  of  the  country.  A  monk  of  this  cloyffer,  with  whom  I  was  con- 
verfing  on  the  Rate  of  religion,  endeavoured  to  convince  me  of  its  decreafe  fince  the 
reign  of  Charles  VI.  by  telling  me,  that  in  thofe  times  they  paid  only  five  or  fix  thoufand 
florins  to  the  ftate,  whereas  now  they  pay  near  ten  times  as  much.  There  are  no  great 
hopes  that  this  thermometer  will  fland  ffill  under  the  prefent  Emperor ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  rather  to  be  feared  that  it  will  fall  to  nothing;  Klollerncuburg,  Polten,  Got- 
tevaich,  and  fome  other  prelacies,  are  as  warm  as  that  I  have  jufl  mentioned. 

Lovi'er  Auftria  yearly  .exports  more  than  two  millions  worth  of  guilders  of  wine  to 
Moravia,  Bohemia,  Upper  Auflria,  Bavaria,  Saltzburg,  and  part  of  Styria  and  Carin- 
thia.  This  wine  is  four,  but  has  a  great  deal  of  ftrength,  and  may  be  carried  all  over 
the  world  without  danger;  when  it  is  ten  or  twenty  years  old  it  is  very  good.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  however,  all  this  trade  would  be  knocked  up  at  a  blow,  if  the  exportation 
of  the  Hungary  wines  was  not  reilrained  by  fevere  prohibitions. 

Thefe  limitations,  of  which  1  have  faid  fomething  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  make 
part  of  a  plan,  which  was  probably  originally  devifed  by  the  priefts,  and  which  the  nobles 
have  helped  them  to  make  perfedl.  It  is  an  ancient  law,  and  the  peafant  fliall  introduce 
no  alterations  on  his  eft  ate.  He  is  not  allowed  to  root  up  his  vines  and  turn  his  land 
to  tillage  or  paflure.  There  is  no  doubt,  but  this  extraordinary  law  took  its  rife  from 
the  tithes  paid  to  the  clergy  ;  as  thefe  were  always  to  be  paid  in  kind,  they  of  courfe 
oppofed  every  degree  of  alteration.  Were  the  law  now  to  be  altered,  many  eftates 
would  certainly  lofe  a  great  deal  by  it,  but  others  would  beincreafed  in  proportion;  for 
inftance,  a  great  number  of  the  faffron  fields,  the  cultivation  of  which  is  always  trouble- 
fome  and  expenfive,  would  be  turned  to  other  and  better  purpofes.     Even  in  Krems, 
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where  the  befl  faffron  grows,  the  Inhabitants  complain  exceedingly  of  being  obliged  to 
cultivate  this  commodity.  There  are  likewife  feveral  other  articles,  fuch  as  flax,  hemp, 
tobacco,  and  the  like,  which  the  farmer  might  grow  were  it  not  for  this  prohibition, 
which  alfo  prevents  him  from  taking  the  advantage  of  the  markets,  and  varying  the 
produce  of  his  land  in  proportion  as  the  value  of  the  things  changes.  With  regard  to 
agriculture  itfelf,  every  fpecies  of  prohibition  is  detrimental  ;  all  that  the  legiflature  has 
to  do  is  to  remove  natural  obftacles  ;  when  this  is  done,  nature  will  do  the  red  of  her- 
felf.  This  country  is  very  well  peopled.  Mr.  Schloffer,  in  his  political  journal,  which 
contains  an  account  of  the  population  of  Aullrla,  eftimates  that  of  this  country  at 
2,100,000  men.  For  my  part,  I  confider  this  eflimate  as  much  too  large  ;  but  the  fa£t 
is,  that  partly  from  the  ignorance,  and  partly  from  the  pride  of  people  here,  who  love 
to  fwell  and  magnify  every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  country,  it  is  extremely  ilifficult  to 
get  at  the  truth.  A  ftranger,  however,  who  has  been  here  fome  time,  and  has  fludied 
whatever  belongs  to  the  country  very  accurately,  aflTured  me  that  the  population  of 
Upper  and  Under  Auftria  together  did  not  amount  to  more  than  1,800,000  men.  If 
you  include  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  in  the  number,  ftill  this  will  be  a  very  confider- 
able  population. 

The  revenue  of  this  country  is  about  14,000,000  of  florins,  of  which  the  city  of  Vi- 
enna contributes  above  five,  as  one  man  in  the  capital  earns  as  much  as  three  in  the 
country. 

The  fouthern  parts  of  Auftria  are  covered  with  hills,  which  rife  gradually  from  the 
banks  of  the  Danube  to  the  borders  of  Stiria,  and  are  covered  with  woods.  They  lofe 
themfelves  in  the  mafs  of  mountains  which  run  to  the  fouth  of  Germany,  and  ftretch 
through  all  Stiria,  Carnlola,  Carinthia,  and  Tyrol,  to  the  Swifs  Alps,  and  are  probably, 
after  Savoy  and  Switzerland,  the  higheft  part  of  the  earth. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  extenfive  ridge  of  mountains  are  all  very  much  alike,  they  are 
a  ftrong,  large,  and  the  goitres  excepted,  a  very  handfome  people.  The  people  of  Ty- 
Tol,  whom  I  vifited  In  an  excurfion  from  Munich,  diftlnguifli  themfelves  by  their  dili- 
gence. Some  drive  a  trade  with  figures  made  of  ftucco  as  far  as  Holland  ;  others  make 
works  In  ftone  and  wood  for  the  churches ;  another  part  of  them  travel  through  Ger- 
many with  Italian  wares  and  fruits,  and  bring  home  a  large  quantity  of  money.  A 
fourth  fet  deals  in  quack  drugs,  falves,  wonder-working  pills,  eflences,  tinftures,  &c. 

Notwithftanding  its  woods  and  the  hills  covered  with  fnow,  Tyrol  is  well  inhabited  and 
well  peopled.  It  contains  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  and  pays  the  ilate  about 
3,000,000  of  florins.  The  filver  and  copper  works  at  Schwafs  are  one  of  the  mofl  pro- 
fitable things  In  the  Emperor's  hereditary  dominions,  and  the  fait  works  at  Halle  yield 
annually  about  300,000  florins. 

Infpruck  is  a  fine  city,  containing  fourteen  thoufand  inhabitants.  Boflen  is  the  mofl 
confiderable  after  this.  They  had  formerly  very  fine  fairs,  but  thefe  have  been  entirely 
ruined  by  the  cuftoms  ;   all  Tyrol  complains  of  and  curfes  the  cuiloms. 

The  Carinthians  excel  the  other  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountains  in  ftrength  andnze. 
They  are  like  their  horfes,  which  are  reckoned  the  flrongefl  in  Europe,  and  never  tire. 
Their  bread  is  made  of  maize;  and  their  land  produces  the  beft  fteel  known,  which 
the  Englifh  ufe  for  their  fineft  works.  The  population  confifts  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand fouls.  The  inhabitants  of  Carinthia,  Gortz,  and  the  Auftrian  Iftria,  may  be  fet  at 
five  hundred  thoufand.  Stiria  contains  about  feventy  thoufand  inhabitants.  Gratz,  the 
capital,  is  a  fine  city  ;  there  are  perfons  in  it  who  who  have  from  30  to  40,000  florins 
income,  and  the  luxury  that  prevails  is  not  to  be  dcfcrlbed.  They  have  four  regular 
meals,  viz.  at  morning,  noon,  evening,  and  night.  Ducks  and  chickens  are  the  ordi- 
nary 
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HTii y  food  oi  the  common  citizens.  They  made  me  almofl:  fick only  v.ith  the  fight  of 
their  parties,  tart?,  ragouts,  &c.  They  talk  of  nothing  but  the  kitchen  and  the  cellar; 
and,  tiieir  attention  to  the  preparation  oF  their  dinners  only  excepted,  do  not  feem  many 
degrees  above  orang-outangs.  The  other  luxuries  are  in  proportion.  This  is  the  great 
tnart  for  all  indecent  and  irreligious  books.  Hence  they  are  exported  into  the  roit  of 
the  country.  You  find  villages  in  Tyrol  entirely  inhabited  by  flatuaries;  they  will,  how- 
ever, always  be  'more  f^unous  for  their  capons  than  their  learning.  You  may  have  a 
capon  here  for  20  creutzers,  a  pair  of  fine  chickens  for  10  or  12,  a  bottle  of  very  good 
wine  for  12,  and  a  pound  of  rye  bread  for  one.  Gratz  and  the  fuburbs  contain  about 
thirty  thoufaiid  inhabitants. 

The  country  is  cultivated  to  the  top  of  the  highefh  hills.  Though  pafturage  is  the 
principal  bufmefs  of  the  people,  the  land  produces  corn  enough  to  nourilh  its  numerous 
inhabitants,  or  if  there  is  ever  the  leafl:  want,  they  are  fupplied  from  Hungary  ahnofl  for 
nothing.  The  flax  and  hemp,  which  have  been  introduced  here,  as  well  as  in  Carin- 
thia,  are  extremely  good,  and  produce  very  large  fums.  The  mines  employ  a  great 
number  of  people,  and  as  ihcy  are  worked  very  cheap  anfwer  extremely  well.  Indeed 
the  whole  of  the  country  is  favourable  to  this  kind  of  bufmefs.  The  hills  are  covered 
with  wood,  which  in  general  colls  no  more  than  the  expence  of  cutting  down  and  tranf- 
porting  to  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  furnaces.  Sometimes  too  it  is  floated 
by  the  rivers  without  any  expence  of  tranfporting  at  all.  The  numerous  brooks  in  the 
valleys  afi^ord  opportunities  of  creeling  the  furnaces  near  the  pits,  fo  that  every  thing 
contributes  to  fave  expence.  The  belt  mineral  of  the  country  is  iron,  of  which  they 
make  an  excellent  fteel. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  have  the  goitre,  and  the  fize  of  it,  is  more  remarkable  in 
Stiria  than  in  Carinthia,  Ukrania,  or  the  Tyrol.  Some  think  this  diforder^wing  in. 
part  to  the  fnow  and  ice  water,  and  in  part  to  the  particles  of  earth  and  ftone  with 
which  the  wells  of  the  country  are  impregnated.  Others  will  have  it,  that  it  arifes  from 
the  cuftom  of  feafoning  the  meat  a  great  deal,  and  drinking  cold  water  afterwards.  I 
beg  leave  to  add  a  fourth  caufe,  and  leave  all  to  operate  together  for  the  produdion  of 
this  phoenomenon.  The  caufe  I  mean  is  the  cold,  to  which  all  the  inhabitants  are  ex- 
pofed.  You  know  that  the  folar  rays,  being  reflefted  on  all  fides  by  the  hills  which 
encompafs  the  valleys,  occafion  an  extraordinary  heat.  I  recoUefl:,  as  I  have  been  wan- 
dering through  narrow  valleys,  to  have  breathed  an  air  fo  glowing,  that  it  feemed  to 
come  from  a  furnace.  Whenever,  therefore,  there  is  the  leafl  motion  in  the  air,  the 
preflure  will  make  it  more  fenfibly  felt  than  on  higher  vales  or  hills,  where  it  can  ex- 
pand more  ;  the  cold  is  confcquently  greater.  Now  as  thefe  people  commonly  go  with 
their  necks  and  throats  bare,  whenever  there  is  a  cool  current,  the  vje-ak.  part  of  the 
throat  is  the  firll  attacked  by  the  moiflure,  and  the  perfpiration  there  is  fl;opped. 

It  is  an  obfervation  which  has  been  made  in  Valois,  Savoy,  and  other  countries,  that 
the  inhabhants  of  the  lower  vallics  are  more  expofed  to  this  evil,  than  thofe  which  live 
higher  up.  This,  no  doubt,  mud  be  owing  to  the  more  frequent  changes  of  air  in  the 
low  grounds,  whereas  higher  up  it  always  continues  cool.  There  are  alfo  a  kind  of 
ideots  in  this  country,  who  can  hardly  fpeak,  and  are  only  fit  for  the  labours  of  the 
field.  Their  number  is  great,  and  the  ncgleft  with  which  they  are  treated,  whilft  they 
are  young,  may  probably  have  tended  to  increafe  their  ftupidity. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  hills  are  freemen,  v/ho  have  long  fince  fliaken  off  the  feu- 
dal yoke,  under  which  the  grcateft  part  of  Europe  Hill  groans.  The  marks  of  their 
freedom  are  very  vifible,  for,  ill  as  this  country  has  been  treated  by  nature,  in  com- 
parifon  with  its  neighbour  Hungary,  it  is  every  where  much  better  cultivated,  and  more 

TOL.  yj.  R  populous 


'12"^  ■  RIESBECk's    travels    through   GERMANY. 

populous  than  the  latter.  When  you  fee  the  farmer  here  force  his  nourifliment  from 
the  alinofl  bare  rocks,  and  think  of  the  beautiful  plains  in  Hungaiy  that  lay  wafle  and 
uncultivated,  the  value  of  property  and  liberty  itri'K.fS  you  in  its  full  force.  Thefe 
countries  and  Aullria  are  not  half  as  large  as  Hungary,  and  yet  they  not  only  yield  a 
much  greater  revenue  than  that  does,  but  there  is  an  appearance  of  eafy  circumltauces 
tliroughout,  of  which  the  Hungarians  have  no  notion.  O  that  governors  would  but 
fee  how  much  the  interell  of  the  governed  is  united  with  their  own ! 

The  charafteriftic  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  this  country  is  ftriking  bigotry,  united  with 
ftriking  fenfuality.      You  need  only  fee  what  is  going  forwards  here  to  be  convinced, 
that  the  religion  taught  by  the  monks,  is  as  ruinous  for  the  morals  as  it  is  repugnant  to 
Chriftianity.     The  Cicifbeos  accompany  the  married  women  from  their  beds  to  church, 
and  lead  them  to  the  very  confeflional.     The  pilgrimage  to  Mariazell  is  a  ceremony  half 
religious  and  half  profane,  with  which  the  ladies  of  Gratz  are  highly  delighted.     Their 
lovers  generally  accompany  them  there ;  in  fliort,  it  is  to  the  people  of  this  country 
what  Bath,  and  the  other  water-drinking  places,  are  to  the  reil  of  Europe.     A  friend 
of  mine  had  the  honour  to  accompany  a  lady  who  went  there  with  her  lover.     As  it 
was  expeded  that  the  next  day,  being  the  feaft  of  the  Virgin,  there  would-be  great 
crowds  at  confeflion,  the  lady  was  afked,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  expedite 
matters  over  night:  "  No,"  anfwered  ihe,  "  for  if  1  do,  I  Ihall  have  to  confefs  again  to- 
morrow morning,  before  I  can  go  to  the  facrament  with  a  pure  confcience."     She  was 
prelTed  to  anticipate  a  confeflion,  but  this  it  fecms  would  not  do.     The  women  of  fafliion 
make  no  more  fcruple  of  fpeaking  of  their  lovers  in  public  companies  than  thofe  of  Vi- 
enna do.     A  ckijheo  is,  it  feems,  as  much  the  fafliion  as  Hungary  water.     The  women 
of  this  place  are  not  like  the  French  ones,  who  let  their  lovers  languifh  a  great  while ;  ' 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  eafily  gained.      Their  lovers  are  chiefly  officers,  or  high 
churchmen,  between  which  orders,  on  this  account,  there  is  a  conftant  rivality  and 
jealoufy. 

The  bigotry  of  the  public  in  thefe  parts,  which,  from  the  mixture  of  gallantry  with 
it,  is  ftill  to  be  found  even  amongll  people  of  rank,  degenerates  amongft  the  common 
people  into  the  groiVefl;  and  moft  abominable  buffoonery.  The  Windcs,  who  are  mixed 
v^ith  the  Germans  in  thefe  countries,  diitinguifli  themfelves  by  a  fuperftitious  cuflom, 
(hat  does  little  honour  to  the  human  underflanding,  and  would  be  incredible,  if  we  had 
not  the  moil  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  fact  before  our  eyes.  Many  years  ago,  they  fet 
out,  in  company  with  fome  Hungarian  enthufialls,  to  Cologne  on  the  Rhine,  which  is 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  German  miles  diltant,  to  cut  off  the  beard  of  a  crucifix 
there.  Every  feven  years  this  operation  is  repeated,  as  in  this  fpace  of  time  the  beard 
grows  again  to  its  former  length.  The  rich  perfons  of  the  affociation  fend  the  poorer 
ones  as  their  deputies,  and  the  magiftrates  of  Cologne  receive  them  as  ambalTadors  from 
a  foreign  prince.  They  are  entertained  at  the  expence  of  the  ftate,  and  a  counfelior 
fhews  them  the  mofl  remarkable  things  in  the  town.  I  know  not  whether  we  ought  to 
laugh  mofl  at  the  remote  town  of  Cologne,  or  at  thofe  poor  peafants.  There  is,  in- 
deed, fome  cxcufe  for  the  former,  as  the  farce  brings  in  large  fums  of  money  at  flated 
times,  and  may  therefore  deferve  political  encouragement,  but  (lill,  however,  it  is  the 
moll  miferable  and  meaneft  way  of  gain  that  can  be  imagined.  Thefe  Windes  have 
alone  the  right  to  fhave  our  Saviour,  and  the  beard  grows  only  for  them.  They  firmly 
believe,  that  if  they  did  not  do  this  fervice  to  the  crucifix,  the  earth  would  be  fhut  to 
them  for  the  next  feven  years,  and  there  would  be  no  harvefts.  For  this  reafon  they 
are  obliged  to  carry  the  hair  home  with  them,  as  the  proof  of  having  fulfilled  their  com- 
milTion,  the  returns  of  which  are  diltributed  amonglt  the  different  communities,  and 
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preierved  as  holy  reliques.     The  Imperial  court  has  for  a  long  time  endeavoured  in  vain 
to  prevent  this  emigration,  which  deprives  agriculture  of  fo  many  ufeful  hands.     When 
the  H'/Wa  could  not  go  openly,  they  would  go  cbndeitinely.      At  length  the  court 
thought  of  the  expedient  of  forbidding  the  regency  of  Cologne  to  let  them  enter  [lie 
town.     This  happened  fix  years  ago,  and  the  numerous  embalfy  was  obliged  to  beg  its 
way  back  again  without  the  wonderful  beard,  fwhich,  without  doubt,  the  capuchins   to 
whom  the  crucifix  belonged,  ufed  to  put  together  from  their  own.     In  future  they  will 
not,  mod  probably,  run  the  danger  of  travelling  fo  far  for  nothing.     I  do  not  hear  but 
that,  fince  this  accident,  the  corn  has  come  up  as  well  as  it  did  before  ;  but  whether  the 
beard  is  flill  growing  or  not  I  cannot  fay.     I  could  give  you  flill  more  ftriking  traits  of 
the  fuperftition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  inner  parts  of  Auftria,  but  as  this  furpaffes  them 
all,  it  may  ferve  asafufficientmeafure  of  the  human  underftanding  in  thefe  parts.     The 
trade  which  thefe  monks  carry  on  with  holy  falves,  oils,  &c.  is  ftill  very  confiderable  • 
'    a  prohibition  of  the  court,  lately  publilhed,  has  rather  leiTened  it,  but  it  cannot  be  en- 
tirely fupprefled  till  next  generation.  It  is  now  carried  on  fecretly,  but  perhaps  to  nearly 
as  great  an  amount  as  formerly. 

LETTER    XXXV. 

Vienna. 
AS  there  were  fome  of  the  provinces  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Houfe  o£ 
Auftria  which  I  did  not  vifit,  you  mufi  content  yourfelf  with  fuch  accounts  of  their  po- 
pulation and  commerce  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  partly  from  public  papers,  and 
partly  from  converfations  with  fenfible  men.     In  order  to  give  you  an  idea  of  their  com- 
parative merits,  we  will  firft  caft  our  eyes  upon  the  whole.     Mr.  Schloifer,  whofe  ufefui 
letters  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  of  hereafter,  gives 
a  lift  of  the  refpective  populations  of  the  Auftrian  monarchy,  according  to  which"^  the 
whole  amounts  to  twenty-feven  millions.     I  fancy  he  is  now  convinced  himfelf  that  his 
correfpondent  faw  the  fubjetls  of  Auftria  through  a  magnifying  glafs.     Asfeveral  parts 
of  this  lift  have  been  amended  from  better  accounts:    thus,   for  inftance,  in  Auftrian 
Poland  and   Bukowina,   they  now  reckon  only  two  million  eight  hundred  thoufand 
fouls  ;    whereas,  in  the  firft  lifts,  they  were  reckoned  at  three  millions  nine  hundred 
thoufand. 

The  firft  number  of  thefe  "Political  Letters"  contains  another  lift,  which  feems  to 
me  to  approach  much  nearer  to  the  truth;  for  though  the  population  of  particular  parts 
may  be  laid  too  high,  this  is  made  up  for  by  the  omifiion  of  the  particular  provinces  of  ' 
lUyria  and  Bukowina,  vi/hich  are  entirely  left  out.     The  following  lift^  I  have  in  a.  great, 
meafure  from  the  beft  hands  : 

Souls. 

Hungary,  with  the  now  annexed  Teraefwar  5,400,000 

Illyria         _         -                  -                       -  1,400,000 

Tranfylvania                     -                      .  1,000,000 

Auftrian  Poland,  together  with  Bukowina  -        2,800,000 

Bohemia                 -                      -  -           2,100,000 

Moravia                 -                     -             .  j, 000, 000 

Silefia                      -                 -  .              2oo,oco 


Carried  forward  —  13,900,000 
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Upper 
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Souls. 

Brought  forward  13,900,000 

Upper  and  Lower  Auftria,  and  Styria  -            700,000 

Carniola,  Ukrania,  Gorts,  and  litria  -         1,000,000 

Farther  Auftria  and  Falkenftein  -               300,000 

Tyrol                      -                   -  .                  600,000 

Netherlands                 -                 -  .              i,8oc,oco^ 

Lombardy                         -  -                 1,200,000 

19,500,000 

I  will  not  infifl;  upon  it  that  this  Xvx  is  fo  accurate  as  to  make  it  a  great  violation  of 
truth,  to  give  round  numbers,  and  ftate  the  whole  at  twenty  millions  ;  but  I  would  not 
believe  in  more  than  twenty  millions,  if  all  the  privy  counfellors  in  the  empire  faid  it 
together. 

It  only  requires  eyes  to  fee,  that  the  territories  of  Auftria  are  not  fo  well  peopled 
throufrhout  as  France  is.     The  difference  in  the  fize  of  the  two  countries  is  inconfider- 
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able.  How  then  is  it  poffible  that  Auftria  fliould  be  as  well  peopled  as  France  (which 
hardly  contains  twenty-four  millions)  when  the  greateft  part  of  it  has  no  confiderable 
manufafturcs,  and  in  great  part  of  Hungary  and  Poland  there  are  not  even  hands  to  do 
the  neceffary  work  ?  Agriculture,  in  however  flouriftiing  ftate  it  be  in  a  country,  does 
not  render  it  as  populous  as  manufaftures  do.  The  fphere  of  the  former  is  contraifled, 
that  of  the  latter  not.  You  would  fill  a  large  trad  of  country  with  the  men  who  inhabit 
one  of  our  large  manufaduring  towns.  But  befides  this,  the  agriculture  of  Hungary 
and  Auftrian  Poland,  which  make  above  one  half  of  the  Imperial  dominions  is  not  nearly 
fo  good  as  that  of  moft  of  our  provinces.  In  France  the  towns  are  at  leaft  as  full  again 
of  inhabitants  as  thofe  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  yet  the  country,  take  it  altogether, 
is  well  peopled.  It  is  only  thofe  parts  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  Auftria,  that  are 
German,  which  can  vie  with  France  in  agriculture  and  population. 

Some  of  the  data  on  which  the  lifts  which  make  the  population  of  Auftria  amount  to 
twenty-feven  millions  are  founded,  are  truly  ridiculous.  For  inftance,  Mr.  Schlofler's 
correfpondent  will  have  it  that  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  contain  four  millions  ;  though 
the  United  Netherlands  which  are  fo  much  larger  and  moft  uncommonly  peopled,  do 
not  contain  more  than  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  circum- 
ference of  all  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  contains,  at  moft,  five  hundred  German  fquart; 
miles.  According  to  this  account,  therefore,  each  fquai'e  mile  would  contain  eight 
thoufand  men  ;  and  as  Luxemburg  and  the  northern  parts  of  Brabant  are  confeffedly 
but  thinly  peopled,  the  remaining  provinces  muft  have  at  leaft  ten  thoufand  fouls  in  every 
fquare  mile  ;  a  population,  1  will  venture  to  fay,  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  part  of  Eu- 
rope, the  environs  of  London,  Naples,  and  Paris,  not  excepted.  In  a  journey  I  made 
to  Holland,  I  was  affured  from  good  information  at  BrufTels,  that  the  population  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands  amounted  only  to  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  and 
this  is  a  great  deal ;  as  even,  according  to  ihis  ftatement,  there  will  be  three  thoufand 
fix  hundred  men  for  every  geographical  German  fquare  mile. 

The  ftattment  of  the  income  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  Mr.  Schloifer  gives  us, 
is  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  is  not  quite  perfect.  He  does  not  reckon  lllyria,  Lom- 
bardy, and  the  Netherlands  ;  and  the  exports  from  Hungary  and  Tianfylvania  are  put 
father  under  the  mark.     I  fancy  the  following  will  turn  put  a  pretty  j  ccurate  account : 
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Imperial. 

Bannat                -                    -  1,500,000 

Tranfylvania         ...  3,000,000 

Ulyria                     -                 -  6,000,000 

Poland,  together  with  Bukowina  1,200,000 

Bohemia                 -                 -  21,400,000 

Moravia                   -                   .  500,000 

Siiefia             -             -               -  700,000 

All  the  circles  of  Auflrla          -  32,700,000 

Netherlands                  -                  »  7,000,000 

Lombardy,                 -                 -  8,000,000 
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82,000,000 


Thefe  82,000,000  of  Imperial  guilders  make  about  98,400,000  Rhenifli  guilders,  or 
about  2 1 5,000,000  of  French  livres ;  which  is  about  145,000,000  livres  lefs  than  the  in- 
come of  our  court,  (the  colonies  not  included,)  and  about  as  much  as  the  revenue  of  Great 
Britain.  When  we  confider  that  France  contains  about  4,000,000  more  inhabitants  thaa 
Auftria  does,  that  its  commerce  is  much  more  flourifliing,  and  that  Hungary  and  Uly- 
ria yield  fo  little  in  proportion  to  their  fize,  the  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  two 
countries  will  be  thought  pretty  near  the  truth. 

The  account  of  the  expenditures  which  Mr.  Schloffer's  correfpondent  has  fubjoined 
to  his  account  of  the  revenue  is  notorioufly  falfe.  The  expences  of  the  army  are  laid  at 
17,000,000  of  guilders;  but  though,  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, the  army  of  this  court  cods  a  third  lefs  than  ours  does,  the  Emperor's  military 
expences,  including  the  large  magazines  and  recruiting  money,  come  to  28,000,000  a 
year.  Some  perfons  of  credit  make  the  fum  ftill  larger.  Mr.  Schloffer's  correfpondent 
ilates  the  penfions  only  at  a  million  ;  but  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  as  much  again  may  be 
given  in  penfions,  and  yet  none  of  thofe  who  mult  neceffarily  fubfift  by  the  bounty  of 
the  court  be  much  richer.  Befides  all  this,  the  account  of  the  expenditure  mud;  be 
falfe  ;  for  Mr.  Schloffer's  correfpondent  has  made  it  agree  with  the  revenue,  which  he 
has  ftated  at  27,000,000  guilders  lefs  than  it  really  is. 

I  recolleft  to  have  read  in  a  fpeech  fpoken  in  parliament  by  an  Englifh  minifter,  who 
wanted  to  fhew  the  rank  his  country  held  in  the  fyftem,  a  comparative  ftate  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  feveral  great  powers  in  Europe.  He  edimated  the  revenue  of  France  at 
twelve,  that  of  Great  Britain  at  nine,  that  of  Ruffia  at  feven,  and  that  of  Auftria  at  fix 
millions  fter'.ing.  This  is  filly  enough  ;  but  it  is  not  as  abfurd  as  what  is  faid  by  Lin- 
guet,  who,  in  his  annals  of  Europe,  ventures  to  entertain  a  doubt,  whether  Auftria  has 
power  enough  to  fecure  the  weft  of  Europe  from  the  danger  of  a  Turkilh  invafion;  and 
therefore  graciouflyadvifes  the  other  European  powers  to  help  this  houfe  to  a  flice  of  Ger- 
many orTurkey,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  meafure  fpears  with  the  Turk.  A.uitria  is  ftill with- 
out doubt  the  fecond  power  of  Europe.  The  revenue  of  Ruflia  confifts  of  32,000,000 
cf  rubles,  which,  according  to  the  prefent  value  of  the  ruble,  does  not  amouiit  to  more 
than  64,000,000  of  Imperial  guilders.  No  doubt  but  Ruffia  may  do  aftoaiiliing  things 
with  its  income  at  home,  where  thefirfl  neceffaries  of  life  are  alfo  cheap ;  but  it  has  not 
nearly  the  number  of  refources  to  carry  on  operations  out  of  its  own  borders  as  this 
court  has.  The  times  of  Leopold  and  Charles  VI.  have  long  been'gone  by.  Within 
ihis  lad  twenty  years  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  a.dminiftration  of  the  imperial  fi- 
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nances,  which  will  aflonifh  the  world,  as  foon  as  this  court  has  an  opportunity  of  {hew- 
ing its  power.     I  do  not  believe  it  wants  as  much  time  as  Ruflia  wanted  when  it  begun 
the  lalt  war  to  be  a  full  match  for  the  Turks.     As  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain  was 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  this  country,  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  this  war,  but  ha& 
been  a  little  leffened  by  the  lofs  of  America,  Auftria  has  no  rival  to  fear,  even  at  pre- 
fent,  but  France ;    but  the  former  is  a  rifmg  power,  and  in  fifty  years  time  the  two 
crowns  will  be  nearly  equally  ftrong.    Though  it  be  true,  that  Ruflia  does  contain  fome 
millions  of  men  more  than  the  Auftrian  monarchy,  there  are  amongft  the  forn\er  fe- 
veral  Kamtfchatdales,  Samoides,  and  Laplanders,  who  are  of  little  more  political  eftima- 
tion  than  their  cattle.      Both  powers  are  making  hafl:y  (trides  to  greatnefs,  and  in  the 
next  century  will  probably  play  the  parts  which  France  and  England  played  from  the 
end  of  the  laft  to  the  middle  of  this,  that  is,  the  quiet  and  balance  of  Europe  will  de- 
pend upon  them.  This  court  will  not  fuller  the  Ruffian  to  take  one  ftep,  without  taking 
the  fame,  or  perhaps  two,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  partition  of  Poland,  which  I  now  know 
for  certain,  originated  in  this  country.     Ruflia  bore  all  the  expences  of  the  Turkifh, 
or  to  fay  better,  of  the  Polifli  war  ;  and  when  matters  came  to  a  divifion,  Auftria  gained 
more  than  Ruffia  and  PrufTia  together.     The  Auflrian  part  of  Poland,  together  with 
Bukowina,  which  was  taken  from  the  Turks,  is  not  larger  than  the  fhare  which  RufTia 
had  ;  but  it  contains  more  men,  and  produces  at  leaf!  half  as  much  again  as  the  Ruffian 
and  Pruflian  parts  put  together.     According  to  the  befl:  accounts,  the  Ruflian  part  con- 
tains only  two  millions  one  hundred  thoufand,  and  the  Pruffian  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  ;  whereas  in  the  Auflrian,  as  I  have  ftated  them,  there  are  two  millions  eight 
hundred  thoufand  fouls.     Befides  this  larger  population,  Auftria  has  likewife  the  advan- 
tao-e  of  the  very  productive  falt-works  of  Wielitfka,  and  thegreateft  part  of  Poland  is- 
dependent  upon  it  for  this  neceffary  of  life.     The  ftrength  of  Auftria  Is  compaft ;  but 
that  of  Ruflia  is  broken.     They  talk  here  of  a  partition  of  Turkey,  as  a  thing  refolved 
on  by  the  two  Imperial  courts,  and  even  the  public  papers  begin  to  mention  it ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  if,  as  it  is  well  known  that  there  was  a  plan  of  the  fame  kind  formed  by 
the  two  courts  in  the  year  1730.     Should  there,  however,  beany  thing  in  it,  and  fhould 
not  our  court  have  a  power  to  conjure  the  ftorm,  this  would  probably  be  the  laft  treaty 
of  friendfhip  between  Auftria  and  RufTia ;  for  as  foon  as  the  Porte  fhall  be  deftroyed, 
and  the  two  Chriftian  empires  have  their  limits  on  the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea,  they 
muft  of  neceffity  grow  jealous  of  each  other,  as  with  refpeft  to  trade,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  they  will  be  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  as  France  and  Great  Britain  were  in, 
with  regard  to  each  other. 

LETTER  XXXVL 

BY  degrees  the  Emperor  begins  to  fhew  a  little  of  the  plan  which  he  has  fo  long  kept 
cpncealed  in  his  own  breaft.  You  muft  not  expeft  me  to  give  you  a  circumftantial  ac- 
count of  the  new  regulations  which  have  appeared,  or  will  appear  in  future.  I  think  of 
leaving  this  town  next  week  ;  but  you  will  have  quicker  and  more  complete  intelligence 
from  the  newfpapers,  than  I  can  give  you  on  my  travels.  Certainly  our  chafte  French 
Gazette  is  not  the  channel  to  convey  matters  of  this  kind  to  you  ;  it  will  indeed  inform 
you  very  circumftantially,  that  the  Emperor  went  one  day  to  church,  another  day  a  hunt- 
ing, and  a  third  to  the  concert ;  that  he  let  his  hand  be  kiffed,  and  what  coat,  or  great 
toat  he  wore  in  one  and  the  other  place.     You  will  not  hear  by  this  channel,  of  the 
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laws  relating  to  toleration,  of  the  abolition  of  cloiflers,  of  the  diminution  of  the  papal 
authority  ;  you  will  not  hear  that  liberty  is  proniifed  to  every  feftary  to  worfliip  God  in 
his  own  way  ;  that  Auflria  has  become  independent  of  all  foreign  influence;   that  mon- 
kery is  no  more;  that  the  clergy  are  become  the  fervants  of  the   ftate :  the  abolition, 
too,  of  feudal  tenures  ;  tlie  diminution  of  the  pernicious  privileges  of  the  nobles  ;   the 
reform  in  the  courts  of  juftice  ;   greater  finiplicity  in  all  the  operations  of  government  ; 
univerfal  and  rigid  ceconomy  ;  advancement  of  philofophy  ;  cxtenfion  of  civil  liberty 
and  patriotic  feelings  ;  encouragement  of  merit ;  all  th^'fe  things  are  attended  to  by  Jo- 
feph,  with  a  zeal  and  (leadinefs  which  will  render  Auflria  in  a  fliort  time,  the  aflonifli- 
ment  of  the  world,  and  one  of  the  mod  flouriffiing  and  mighty  empires  in  it. 

Perhaps  you  will  a{k  what  is  to  become  of  the  arts?    Will  there  alfo  be  academies  of 
infcriptions  and  belles  lettres ;  Arcadian  affemblies,  academies  of  painting  and  ftatuary  ? 
Mod  certainly  there  will.     One  of  the  latter  is  an  old  inflitution  ;  and  as  for  the  others 
there  are  as  many  able  fubjefts  here  as  at  Paris.      Here  are  perfons  enough  who  have 
time  and  talents  fufficient  to  make  each  other  fenfelefs  compliments  in  periodical  publi- 
cations ;  to  make  parties  to  raife  fome  infipid  performance,  the  author  of  which  has 
flattered  their  vanity  into  repute,  and  to  opprefs  a  writer  of  merit,  who  has  ventured  to 
difpute  their  judgment.     Nor  are  there  wanting  perfons  who  are  capable  of  giving  the 
moft  old  fafliioned  thought  an  air  of  novelty,  or  publifliing  mutilated  tranflations  as 
their  own  works.     It  is  indeed  but  eight  or  ten  years  fince  mod  of  the  new  pieces  which 
appeared  on  the  French  and  Englifli  ftages,  were  publilhed  here  as  original  compofitions. 
lihefe  things,  therefore,  will  exifl ;    but  the  Emperor  will  fcarcely  lay  out  a  penny  in 
this  way ;    he  knows  better  what  to  do  with  his  money  ;  and  it  had  been  well  for  us 
had  we  applied  the  money  which  thefe  inftitutions  have  coft  us  to  any  other  purpofe,  had 
it  been  only  that  of  making  canals  to  carry  off  the  dirt  which  makes  fuch  a  dink  in  the 
choaked  up  common  fewers,  and  has  already  fuftbcated  many. 

Here,  methinks,  I  fee  you  look  on  me  with  contempt ;  for  I  know  you  live  and  move 
only  for  the  belles  lettres,  and  pity  us  barbarians  .who  do  not  facrifice  fo  ardently  to  the 
divine  arts.  Well  do  I  remember  all  the  kind  things  you  ufed  to  fay  of  my  dupidity 
and  coldnefs,  or  whatever  elfe  you  pleafed  to  call  it,  whenever  I  happened  not  to  have  the 
feeling  you  had,  on  meeting  with  a  good  epigram,  a  lively  defcription,  or  a  fine  print 
or  drawing.  But,  my  dear  brother,  every  man  fees  things  in  his  own  way,  and,  as  in 
compliance  with  your  leading  padion,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  give  you  a  great  deal 
of  intelligence  about  the  German  theatre  and  poetry,  &c.  &c.  and  proniife  you  a  great 
deal  more  from  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  you  will  not  take  it  amifs  if  I  fav  Ibme- 
thing  to  you  in  judification  of  my  own  tade,  and  peculiar  way  of  thinking. 

Tell  me  then,  my  deared  brother,  if  it  be  not  a  truth  which  all  hidoryatteds,  that  in 
every  nation  the  sera  of  the  arts  and  fciences  has  immediately  preceded  their  fall  f  I  will 
not  be  at  the  pains  to  prove  this,  by  a  long  dedu£lion  of  events  from  the  hidory  of 
Greece  to  this  time.     You  may  recoiled  the  excellent  note  of  a  Tyrolefe  monk  upon  a 
paflage  in  Columella,  publidicd  by  the  author  of  Voyages  en  dijferents  Pays  dc  I' Europe. 
It  contains  the  drongeit  evidence  which  hidory  can  give,   that  a  country  in  which  thofe 
arts  which  contribute  chiefly  to  amufement,  are  held  in  high  edimation,  and  are  the  mod 
fuccefsful  way  of  gaining  honour  and  fortune,  is  a  country  verging  fad  to  ruin.     You 
will  fay  that  the  fault  is  not  in  the  arts  and  fciences  themfelves.    Ri'ght ;  but  when  they 
get  a  certain  fuperiority  in  a  nation  over  the  other  employments  of  the  mind,  they  mult 
draw  dedruclive  confequences  after  them.     Frii'olity,  weaknefs,  profufion,  negleft  of 
more  laborious  purfuits  and  occupations,  odentation,  wrong  judgment  in  choofing  the 
I'ervants  of  the  date,  a  warm  and  immoderate  defire  of  ornaments,  &c.  are  neceflary 
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c  Dnfequences  of  all  thefe  elegancies,  when  they  are  carried  to  that  abufe  which  borders 
fo  near  on  the  good  ufe  of  them.  And  what  do  they  contribute  to  the  real  happinefs 
of  men  ?  Are  they  any  thing  more  than  a  fplendid  dream?  How  flioi  t,  too,  has  this  teiM 
been  with  all  nations  ?  After  the  generation  of  wits,  generally  there  has  fucceeded  a  to- 
tally illiterate  horde,  who  have  awakened  thofe  the  arts  had  put  to  fleep  with  blows,  and 
laid  them  in  chains  before  they  had  well  rubbed  their  eyes.  How  long  is  it  fince  the 
days  of  Corneille  and  Racine  ?  And  we  are  already  exhaufled!    Poor  nation ! 

Not  that  I  altogether  refufe  my  approbation  to  works  of  genius,  or  would  leave  them 
quite  unrewarded.     I  only  wifli  that  an  exceflive  liberality  fha'l  not  confound  merit  and 
demerits,  and  encourage  that  contagious  fpread  of  viriii  and  bel  efprit,  which,   if  not 
fruarded  againft,  foon  infecls  a  whole  nation,  and  deftroys  the  balance  that  fhould  ever 
fubfift  between  the  tifcful  and  agreeable.     I  am  convinced  the  Emperor  will  not  refufe 
to  do  juftice  to  the  poet,  the  painter,  and  every  artift  of  real  merit,  nor  leave  them  un- 
rewarded.    But  the  application  of  philofophy  to  the  improvement  of  government ;  but 
thofe  branches  of  mathematics  and  phyfics  which  are  connected  with  civil  induftry  ; — . 
but  thofe  arts  and  fciences,  in  fhort,  which  contribute  to  the  lafting  happinefs  of  the 
country,  have  ftill  more  to  expect  from  him.     And  can  you  take  tliis  ill  of  him  ?  His 
court  will  hardly  refemble  that  of  an  Auguftus,  who  could  give  a  penfion  of  4000  louis 
to  a  poet,  whilft  he  owed  his  old  foldiers  their  pay.  Certainly  not.   But  Auftria  is  advanc- 
ing apace  to  the  happy  times  of  Henry  IV.  the  times  in  which  a  nation  begins  to  feel 
itfelf ;  when  the  foundanon  of  national  riches  are  laid;  when  civil  liberty  and  peace  are 
fecured  from  the  attacks  of  the  monks  and  nobles ;   when  the  proper  balance  is  efla- 
blilhed  between  all  ranks  of  the  flate ;    when  the  fine  arts  and  fciences,  agreeable  to 
their  proper  diftindion,   are  only  ufed  for  recreation,   and  more  is  not  expended  o\\ 
them  than  a  prudent  oeconomical  father,  who  meafures  all  his  expences  by  the  ftate  of 
his  fortune,  would  lay  out  on  his  pleafures ;   and  when  from  this  very  reafon,  to  wit,  be- 
caufe  they  hold  the  rank  they  ought  to  hold,  they  thrive  better  than  when  excefTive  en- 
couragement connects  a  train  of  votaries  to  them,  who  only  love  them  for  the  fake  of 
what  they  procure.     When  the  arts  become  the  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  there  is 
an  end  of  all  great  works  ;  and  when  artifts  form  a  corporation,  as  with  us,  it  is  a  corpo- 
ration of  apes  and  monkies.     How  rare  are  original  geniufes  !    Would  millions  raife  a 
Voltaire  ? 

Pardon  this  digreflion,  which  was  not  fo  much  a  lafii  to  your  hobby  horfe,  as  an  effu- 
lion  of  my  efteem  for  the  Emperor,  whom  I  would  wifh  to  juftify  in  your  fight.  I  know 
that  you  cannot  eafily  forgive  his  doing  fo  little  for  the  fine  arts  ;  but  confider,  brother, 
he  lays  out  from  i  o  to  20,000  louis  d'ors  in  fupporting  thofe  who  carry  on  ufeful  em- 
ployments, every  one  of  whom  that  wilhes  to  eftablilh  a  ufeful  manufactory,  may  have 
any  fum  advanced  at  a  fmal!,  or  even  without  any  intereft  at  ail.  He  afiifts  all  who  will 
fettle  in  the  country  in  every  way.  He  makes  roads,  builds  villages,  towns,  and  harbours, 
and  has  an  army  of  at  leaft  three  hundred  thoufand  men  to  fupport.  Oupht  he  to  be 
circumfcribed  in  thefe  expences,  in  order  to  eftablifli  an  Academy  of  Infcr'.ptions  and 
Belles  Lettres?  Forbid  it  patriotifm,  forbid  it  humanity  ! 

Perhaps  in  time  he  will  do  fomething  for  your  goddefles,  when  all  the  court  debts  are 
paid,  his  finances  in  complete  order,  and  the  cloiiters  thinned.  His  debts  are  certainly 
not  fo  great  as  ours,  and  yet  they  amount  to  about  160,000,000  of  florins,  and  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  18,000,000  a  year,  in  intereft  and  capital.  The  lands  belonging  to  the 
cloifters  and  religious  foundations,  in  the  Imperial  hereditary  lands,  are  eftiniated  at 
300,000,000  of  florins,  of  which  nearly  one  half  comes  from  the  Netherlands  and  Lorn- 
b«rdy.    PoflTibly  the  mufes  may  io  time  inherit  fome  of  this  imraenfe  wealth. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

Vienna. 

TO-MORROW  I  leave  this  place  j  I  fliall  ftay  fome  time  at  Prague,  where  I  ex- 
peft  to  heal*  from  you. 

It  is  now  evident  what  the  Emperor  was  about  during  his  mother's  life-time.  All 
the  (Irangers  who  are  here,  are  aftoniihed  at  the  fliort  time  in  which  one  of  the  greateft 
and  mod  total  revolutions  has  been  effeched  ;  a  fure  fign  that  it  was  thought  of  long 
before,  and  all  the  materials  prepared.  The  nobility  and  clergy  are  every  day  more 
convinced  that  it  will  go  harder  and  harder  with  them  :  but  they  make  no  refillance ; 
for  both  orders  are  entirely  difarmed.  Notwithftanding  their  great  riches,  the  nobility 
are  enfeebled  by  their  effeminacy  and  diffipation,  aR.d  the  clergy  have  a  fnakc  in  their 
own  bofoms  which  will  fling  them  to  death.  This  fnake  is  phiiofophy  ;  which,  under 
the  femblance  of  theology,  has  glided  even  to  the  cpifcopal  chair.  Moll  of  the  younger 
ecclefiaftics  are  infe£l:ed  by  the  poifon  of  this  fnake  in  the  univerfities.  They  alt  know 
that  there  is  a  Febronius  in  the  world,  and  fome  of  them  are  only  acquainted  with  him. 
as  a  heretic  ;  yet  as  the  arguments  of  the  cowl  have  a  much  greater  effeft  upon  them 
than  the  arguments  of  their  profeflbrs,  and  as  the  court  is  evidently  friendly  to  him, 
they  are  not  unwilling  to  be  reconciled  to  their  old  enemies.  The  Bellarminifls,  who 
poffefs  all  the  great  benefices,  ftill  make,  it  is  true,  the  greater  number ;  but  if  once 
they  ai-e  in  danger  of  lofing  their  cures,  or  the  twenty-five  thoufand  advocates  in  the 
imperial  dominions,  vi'ho  have  long  been  ready  with  arguments,  are  ordered  to  charge, 
they  will  no  doubt  make  very  little  refillance. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  fingle  man  of  underflanding  in  the  army,  who  does  not 
moft  thoroughly  approve  the  Emperor's  new  regulations.  This  part  of  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  country  has  been  in  his  hands  a  confiderable  time  ;  and  it  carries  marks 
in  every  part  of  it,  of  having  been  fo.  Amongft  all  the  Imperial  officers  I  was  acquainted 
with,  I  did  not  meet  with  one,  of  a  certain  age,  who  did  not  poffefs  a  certain  fund  of 
phiiofophy.  During  my  flay  here,  I  found  them  by  far  the  bell  company  in  the  place  ; 
and,  with  ihepermiffion  of  the  Profeffors,Do6lors,  and  other  Literati,  muff  think  them  by 
far  the  moll  enlightened  people  in  the  Auftrian  dominions.  I  will  anfwer  for  finding 
many  corporals  in  the  Imperial  army  who  have  more  fenfe  than  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
literati.  There  has  long  been  a  freedom  of  thinking  and  reafoning  in  the  army,  which 
is  a  flrong  contraft  to  what  obtains  elfewhere,  and  does  the  Emperor  the  utmofl:  ho- 
nour. Every  regiment  has  a  library  to  itfelf,  and  the  officers  find  means  to  procure 
every  good  book,  however  prohibited  it  may  be.  The  King  of  Pruffia  has  no  longer 
Pope  be-falved  and  be-confecrated  generals,  as  he  ufed  to  call  Daun,  to  contend  with. 
Even  amongft  the  common  foldiers  you  may  obferve  a  kind  of  natural  logic,  which  is 
the  confequence  of  the  v/ay  in  which  they  are  managed,  and  which  you  may  trace  in 
their  tents,  in  their  manoeuvres,  in  their  tables,  and  in  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
them.  There  is  not  a  veftige  left  of  the  bigotry  which  heretofore  made  the  Imperial 
army  fo  confpicuous.  What  indeed  will  the  black  troop  undertake  againfl  a  corps  con- 
ducted as  this  is  ?  The  Emperor  will  not  find  the  fame  facility  in  reforming  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  civil  and  criminal  juflice,  as  he  will  meet  with  in  reforming  the  church. 
There  is  ftill  a  formidable  darknefs  over  all  this  part  of  iegiflation.  The  defects,  part- 
ly owing  to  the  laws  themfelves,  and  the  forms  of  adminiftering  juftice,  and  partly 
increafed  through  the  ftupidity,  pedantry,  diffolutcnefs,  felfiihnefs,  and  want  of  pa- 
triotifm  of  the  fervants  of  the  court,  have  long  been  felt.     The  late  Emprefs  endea- 
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Toured  to  remedy  them,  but  in  vain ;  for  were  the  Codex  Therefianus  ten  times  lefs 
barbarous  than  it  is,  ftiil  little  would  have  been  done.  There  is  a  want  of  men  to 
give  vigour  to  laws,  however  good. 

During  the  time  he  was  only  a  kind  of  viceroy,  the  Emperor  took  all  the  pains  he 
was  able,  to  throw  more  light  upon  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  to  render  it  more 
impartial ;  nor  do  I  believe  there  is  a  fmgle  inftance  of  a  ftriking  and  notorious  adl  of 
iiijuftice  having  been  committed  by  any  of  his  immediate  fervants  ;  but  he  could  not 
create  new  fubjefts  ;  and  as  long  as  pride,  lazinefs,  and  the  love  of  {hew,  continue  to 
be  leading  features  in  the  charafters  of  the  principal  members  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  it  is 
impoffible  but  that  fraud,  chicanery,  and  indeed  roguery  of  every  kind,  mull  find  their 
way  in  procefles  fo  complicated  as  thefe  are. 

Criminal  juftice  is,  indeed,  in  a  moft  piteous  condition.  When  you  read  the  Codex 
Tkereftamis,  you  would  conceive  that  it  had  been  compofed  for  a  horde  of  Bafchis. 
Here  are  punifhments  for  crimes  which  have  not  been  heard  of  in  the  country  for  a 
century  ;  and  penalties  very  grievous  indeed,  but  at  the  fame  time  moft  ridiculous, 
when  you  compare  the  ftate  of  the  country  and  the  ftate  of  the  law,  for  offences  which 
happen  every  day,  but  raife  no  clamour,  fuch  as  fornication,  adultery,  and  fodomy. 
This,  however,  is  not  fo  great  an  evil ;  for  let  laws  be  as  fevere  as  they  vi'ill,  ftill  they 
expofe  civil  and  natural  liberty  to  no  danger,  and  the  moft  inhuman  laws  that  can  be 
devifed,  are  better  than  no  law  at  all  \  or  what  amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  the  non-ob- 
fervance  of  any.  The  latter  unfortunately  is  the  cafe  here.  It  was  foon  feen  that  the  Codex 
Thereftani's  agreed  neither  with  the  manners  nor  the  charafter  of  the  people,  and  the 
court  became  afliamed,  at  the  time  that  all  Europe  was  making  an  outcry  about  hu- 
manity, the  abolition  of  capital  punifnments,  he.  &c.  of  a  ftatute-book  which  had  no- 
thing in  it  but  halters,  gibbets,  fwords,  &c.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  They  would  not 
repeal  the  law  ;  but  contented  themfelves  with  an  univerfal  requifition  to  the  judges  to 
be  mild,  and  not  to  inflict  capital  punifhments  without  neceflity.  This  mifunderftood  le- 
nity is  the  greateft  tyranny  in  the  world.  The  moft  cruel  law  that  can  be  devifed  can- 
not commit  murder.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  cruel  the  law  is,  the  more  depravity 
and  obftinacy  it  befpeaks  to  fin  againft  it ;  but  the  general  direction,  to  "  have  recourfe 
to  no  capital  punifliments  without  neceffity,"  tends  to  fubmit  the  guilty  to  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  judge,  and  thus  undermines  one  of  the  principal  props  of  civil  liberty.  As  long 
as  laws,  let  them  be  as  fevere  as  they  will,  are  rigidly  obferved,  the  tranfgreflbr  is 
without  excufe.  He  knew  the  law,  and  not  to  guard  againft  the  penalty  of  it,  befpoke 
wickednefs  and  weaknefs  ;  but  in  the  laft  cafe  he  may  be  the  viSim  of  circumftances, 
with  which  his  crime  has  not  the  leaft  connedion.  I  will  relate  a  fadt  to  you,  which 
happened  fome  years  ago  at  Lintz,  which,  though  it  relates  to  military  juftice,  will 
give  you  a  very  good  idea  of  the  ftate  of  criminal  juftice  in  this  country. 

Two  grenadiers,  who  were  among  the  handfomeft  men  of  the  regiment,  agreed  to 
defert  from  Stein,  and  engaged  others  to  defert  with  them.  They  were  detect- 
ed and  condemned  to  die,  as  ringleaders,  by  the  council  of  war.  The  whole  re- 
giment knew,  that  every  general  in  the  army  had  it  in  command  to  fuffer  no 
fentence  of  death  to  be  put  in  execution  without  the  utmoft  neceffity.  As  this  ne- 
ceflity did  not  exift,  General  Brown  was  determined  to  grant  a  pardon,  and  he 
would  have  done  fo,  but  on  a  fudden  the  whole  fcene  changed.  The  comrades  of  the 
prifoners  went  to  them  in  prifon,  got  drunk  with  them,  and  offered  to  go  to  the  gal- 
lows in  their  ftead  ;  fo  perfuaded  were  they  that  the  pardon  would  come.  The  whole 
of  this  v.as  related  to  the  General.  The  day  came  ;  the  young  men  went  cheerfully  to 
the  field  ;  all  Lintz  had  no  doubt  but  the  pardon  would  meet  them  there,  when  lo,  and 
behold  !  General  Brown  found  out  that  this  was  the  referved  cafe  of  extreme  neceflity, 

and 
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and  the  men  were  executed.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  The  General  had  a  re- 
primand from  Vienna  ;  but  did  he  deferve  it  ?  Was  it  not  a  fufliciently  good  excufe 
for  his  condudl,  to  fay,  that  defertions  were  grown  every  day  more  common,  from  the 
idea  that  fentences  of  death  would  never  be  carried  into  execution  ?  In  my  opinion, 
thefe  grenadiers  were  vidims  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  legiflation.  Stability,  not  mercy, 
is  the  firft  merit  of  a  law. 

A  general  defed,  which  runs  through  the  whole  of  this  legiflation  is,  that  it  is  loaded 
with  orders  which  are  not  made  effedive.  There  is  no  end  of  projeds  and  writings. 
There  are  orders  upon  orders,  injundions  upon  injundions,  and  refcripts  upon  refcripts ; 
the  laft  of  which  always  overturns,  or  at  leail  very  much  limits  the  preceding  one.  This 
is  fo  conftant  a  thing,  that  feveral  perfons  in  oiBce  in  the  country  make  it  a  rule,  before 
they  carry  an  order  into  execution,  to  wait  five  or  fix  weeks  to  fee  whether  it  will  not 
be  contradided.  It  would  be  a  curious,  and  to  the  Auftrian  ftate  a  very  profitable  bufi- 
nefs,  if  any  perfon  would  take  the  trouble  of  colleding  the  contradidory  laws  which  have 
been  promulgated  within  thefe  lafl:  eighteen  or  twenty  years.  This,  no  doubt,  arofe  in 
part  becaufe  the  Emperor  and  his  mother  had  different  plans  of  legiflation  ;  but  now  he 
governs  alone,  he  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  bring  matters  right,  as  he  cannot  depend 
upon  any  afllfliance  whatever  from  his  fubalterns. 

The  language  of  the  courts  of  jufl:ice  here  is  very  fingular.  You  mud  know,  that 
they  have  a  ftyle  of  their  own,  which  is  totally  different  from  the  common  fl;yle,  and  is 
called  the  chancellery,  or  law  flyle.  I  have  jufl:  been  reading  a  refcript  of  the  Imperial 
court  to  the  chapter  of  Saltzburg,  who  are  engaged  in  a  law-fuit  with  their  archbifliop. 
It  contains  periods  which  fill  a  whole  folio  fide  of  paper,  and  in  which,  with  all  the  at- 
tention in  the  world,  it  is  impofllble  to  find  a  connedion.  Indeed,  the  more  uncon- 
neded  it  is,  and  the  more  abounding  in  the  fcarceft  Latin  and  French  words,  the  better 
this  fl:yle  is  reckoned.  There  are  likewife  many  German  words,  which  are  ufed  in  a 
fenfe  diredly  oppofite  to  what  they  have  in  common  language.  I  look  upon  it  as  quite 
impoffible  that  the  grandchildren  of  the  prefent  generation  fliould  underftand  a  fingle 
fyllable  of  all  their  jargon.     Fare  ye  well. 

LETTER  XXXVIII. 

Prague, 

THE  journey  from  Vienna  to  this  place  was  one  of  the  molt  pleafing  I  have  ever  taken, 
notwithflanding  we  did  not  meet  with  a  fingle  good  town,  during  a  journey  of  forty- 
four  German  poll  miles.  My  company  confiflied  of  an  Imperial  officer,  a  prieft,  and  a 
traveller  from  Lower  Saxony.  The  officer  had  ferved  in  the  laft  war  in  Silefia.  He 
was  a  fenfible  man,  and  aded  as  our  Cicerone  on  two  of  the  mod  noted  fields  of  battle 
recorded  in  modern  hiftory. 

As  long  as  we  continued  in  Auflria,  the  country  appeared  fingularly  well  cultivated, 
and  there  was  all  the  appearance  of  a  high  ftate  of  happinefs  and  cafe  among  the  farm- 
ers ;  but  in  the  parts  of  Moravia  we  came  through,  the  inhabitants  did  not  feeni  near  fo 
happy  as  their  neighbours.  Notwithflanding  this,  however,  the  country  is  well  culti- 
vated throughout ;  nor  do  you  fee  any  of  the  wild  deferts,  which  are  fo  linking  in  Hun- 
gary. Snaym  and  Iglau  are  two  very  pretty  villages.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  fpeak 
German  very  well ;  but  you  obferve  that  it  is  not  their  native  language. 

The  whole  country  is  made  up  partly  of  a  plain,  and  partly  of  gently  rifing  hills  ; 
but  on  the  confines  of  Bohemia,  the  hills  rife  into  more  {lately,  as  well  as  more  fruitful 
mountains.      The  parts  of  thefe  through  which  our  I'oad  lay,  were  covered  with  fine 
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woods,  villages,  and  feveral  very  (lately  caflles,  and  there  are  mile-ftones  all  the  way. 
The  roads  are  excellent.  We  met  with  few  villages  on  the  plains  of  Bohemia;  it  feems 
the  Germans  have  a  proverb,  which  fa)  s  of  a  thing  that  is  fcarcc,  "  that  it  is  fcarce  as  a 
village  in  Bohemia."  As,  however,  it  is  evident  from  the  lift  of  thofe  who  draw  for 
foldiersj  that  the  country  is  extremely  well  peopled,  and  as  we  faw  fome  very  good  agri- 
culture, and  no  barren  ground,  we  did  not  at  firft  know  what  to  make  of  thefe  appear- 
ances ;  but  our  officer,  who  had  travelled  over  the  country  far  and  near,  explained 
them  to  us.  He  told  us,  that  mofl  of  the  villages  lay  off  the  great  road,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  rivers  and  brooks,  or  behind  woods,  and  that  if  we  would  go  a  mile  and  a 
half,  either  to  the  right  or  left,  we  fhould  fee  enough  of  them.  This  cuftom  of  hiding 
the  habitations  in  tlie  rocks  of  the  country,  or  behind  woods,  probably  took  its  rife  in 
the  time  of  wars,  when  the  inhabitants  endeavoured  to  procure  fholter  from  the  robbers 
and  knight-er rants  who  infefled  the  land.  No  doubt  the  convenience  of  having  water 
contributed  fomething  to  it.  Between  Kolin  and  Planiani,  which  are  diftant  two  Ger- 
man miles  from  each  other,  v/e  came  to  the  noted  field  of  battle,  which  has  taken  its 
name  from  thefe  two  places,  though  it  ought  to  have  it  from  the  fmall  village  near  which 
the  aclion  really  happened.  Here  we  got  out,  and  our  Cicerone,  who  was  proud  of  hav- 
ing had  his  fhare  in  the  honour  of  that  day,  which  did  away  the  ignominy  of  Auftria, 
went  over  the  ground  with  us. 

Many  reafons  have  been  given  why  this  battle  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  King  of  PrufTia, 
and,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  the  kind,  the  hiflorian  will  be  puzzled  to  choofe  betweea 
the  different  relations  of  various  fenfible  men,  who  were  a/l  eye-witneffes,  and  all  took 
part  in  the  labour  and  difficulty  of  the  day.  Here,  however,  the  event  evidently  de- 
pended upon  the  ground,  which  Daun  knew  how  to  make  his  advantage  of. 

Along  the  road,  and  to  the  right  of  it,  there  is  a  plain  which  extends  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach  ;  on  the  left  of  this  there  is  a  gentle  rife,  which  makes  a  kind  of  peak  near 
the  village  where  the  great  adion  took  place.  On  the  right  of  this  rifing,  which  you 
can  hardly  call  a  hill,  you  difcover  ftraight  before  you  a  long,  deep  ditch,  encompaffed 
■with  deep  walls,  which  have  the  appearance,  at  a  diftance,  of  a  plain  betwixt  woods.  To 
the  left  this  hill  fmks  in  a  remarkable  hollow,  and  loofes  itfelf  backwards  in  a  great 
plain.  Daun's  right  wing  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  rifing,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  army  was  covered  by  the  ditch  on  the  left.  The  King  of  Pruffia  approached  by  the 
plain  through  which  we  were  to  pafs.  He  was  compelled  to  fight,  or  give  up  the  fiege 
of  Prague,  and  evacuate  Bohemia.  The  only  part  of  the  Imperial  army  he  could  attack 
was  the  right  v/ing.  The  gallant  Pruffians  were  not  at  all  difheartened  by  the  inequality 
of  the  ground.  Ever  accuftomed  to  conquer,  tlieir  right  wing  advanced  in  filence  up 
the  hill.  The  Imperials,  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  beat  them  back  again. 
Six  times  the  Pruffians  returned  to  the  attack ;  but  as  the  ground  was  very  narrow, 
they  were  at  length  much  impeded  by  their  own  dead,  who  lay  on  the  flopes  of  the  hill 
they  had  to  afcend.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  they  would  flill  have  gained  the  day,  if 
Daun  had  not  had  time  to  flank  his  beaten  right  wing  with  cavalry.  This  immediately 
charged  to  the  left  of  the  hill  in  the  flank  of  the  Pruffians,  who,  after  the  fliarpeft  con- 
teft,  were  at  length  obliged  to  give  way.  Whilft  they  were  retreating  in  good  order, 
prince  Maurice  of  Deffau,  whofe  bravery  often  approached  to  rafhnels,  took  a  fingle 
battalion,  and  with  it  encountered  the  whole  force  of  the  Auftrian  army.  This  made 
the  rout  much  grtater  than  it  would  oiherwife  have  been.  The  Prince  would  have 
fought  his  troops  to  the  lafl  man,  if  he  had  not  been  called  off  from  his  raffi  headed 
attempt  by  the  King's  fpecial  command.  As  among  other  loifes  the  King's  guard  had 
been  entirely  cut  off,  when  the  Prince  came  up  to  him,  he  began  crying  out,  "  My 
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gutwd,  Prince  !  my  guard  !"  To  which  the  other  made  anfw.^r,  "  IVIy  regiment,  Your 
Majefty  !  my  regiment!"  He  tliought,  that  as  his  regiment  had  been  cut  oil",  thcro 
was  nothing  worth  laving. 

Now  it  may  probably  have  been  a  fault  in  the  King  not  to  have  had  any  cavalry  i/x 
his  left  wing;  but  if  it  was  fo,  it  arofe  from  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground.  If  the  Aui- 
trianshad  not  had  the  great  advantage  of  having  their  right  wing  on  an  eminence,  and 
the  rei1:  of  their  army  fecure,  in  all  probability  the  PrufTians,  who  notwithffanding  thefc 
difadvantages,  made  the  viftory  dubious  for  a  great  while,  would  have  got  the  day  be- 
fore Daun  could  have  fupported  the  attacked  part  v.ith  his  cavalry,  and  in  that  cafe  no 
peribn  would  have  thought  of  a  failure  of  cavalry  on  the  PruiTian  part.  The  King,  toe, 
could  not  obferve  the  motions  of  the  German  horfe,  whofe  fudden  appearance  from  the 
hollow  was  the  more  formidable,  from  its  being  entirely  unexpedled,  and  what  a  priori 
mufl  have  feemed-\'ery  improbable  to  the  King. 

Others  fay,  that  the  King  purpofed  to  do  nothing  with  his  left  wing,  but  intended  to 
alter  his  mode  of  battle,  and  charge  with  his  right,  whilfl  the  prince  of  DefTau  was 
amufmg  the  enemy.  In  that  cafe  his  fiank  would  have  been  fecured  from  the  attack  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  he  would  have  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Auftrian  left 
wing  on  this  fide  the  deep  ditch.  But,  fay  thofe  who  maintain  this  opinion,  the  prince 
of  Deflau,  inllead  of  amufing  the  enemy,  made  fo  lively  and  ferious  an  attack,  that  thg 
King  was  obliged  to  fupport  him,  out  of  apprehenfion,  that  if  the  Prince  was  repulfed, 
the  whole  army  nught  have  been  brought  into  diforder  by  the  flight  of  his  regiment.  I 
take  this  likewife  to  be  one  of  thofe  after  thoughts  which  fhew  what  a  man  lliould  have 
done,  but  not  what  he  did,  or  had  a  mind  to  do.  Others  think,  that  the  King  trufting 
folely  to  his  good  fortune,  which  had  done  fuch  great  things  for  him  a  little  before  at 
the  battle  of  Prague,  had  negleded  fome  neceffary  arrangements,  particularly  the  bring- 
ing up  his  cavalry.  But  this  feems  one  of  the  obfervations  which  a  fenfible  writer 
makes  after  the  time,  to  give  himfelf  the  air  of  appearing  to  know  more  than  other  peo- 
ple. A  man  like  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  gives  continual  proofs  that  he  does  not  fuf- 
fer  himfelf  to  be  depreffed  by  any  i-everfe  of  fortune,  is  not  likely  to  have  been  too 
much  raifed  by  his  fuccefs. 

Being  now  beaten,  for  the  firft  time,  after  fo  many  fuccefsful  battles,  Frederick  re- 
treated in  the  beft  order  pofTible  to  Saxony,  through  Leittmeri/s  and  Auffig.  Depreffed 
he  was  not,  but  a  little  out  of  humour,  as  his  oldeft  brother,  fince  dead,  who  carried 
part  of  the  ai'my  back  into  Saxony,  by  Gabel,  experienced.  But,  no  doubt,  you  are 
well  acquainted  with  this  wonderful  retreat,  and  the  anecdotes  concerning  it,  to  be  found 
in  the  book  entitled,  Rccmlde  Let  Ires  de  Sa  Majcfie  le  Roi  de  Pnrffe,  regardant  le  dernier  e 
guerre.  If  the  King  had  gained  this  battle  he  v.ould  have  been  mafler  of  all  Bohemia. 
All  Auftria  would  have  ffood  open  to  him,  and  Ollmuiz  only  would  have  prevented  his 
going  to  Vienna.  In  this  cafe  he  would  have  dictated  to  his  enemies  the  conditions  of 
peace,  whereas  the  mifcarriage  was  followed  by  fix  years  of  bloody  war. 

The  King  commanded  this  aftion  from  the  window  of  an  upper  flory  of  a  public 
houfe,  which  ftands  alone,  and  is  very  near  the  road.  It  was  with  incxpreflible  plea- 
fure  that  we  dined  in  the  room,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  field  of  battle  on  both 
fides.  Every  thing  here  appeared  facred  to  me  ;  as  I  flood  in  the  place  occupied  by  the 
,  King,  in  the  window  which  direftly  fronts  the  eminence  which  occafioned  his  defeat,  I 
felt  all  the  mortification  he  muff  have  experienced,  when  he  found  his  troops  giving 
way.  There  were  fome  marks  of  cannon-balls  in  the  walls  of  this  houfe,  and  the  King 
was  not  altogether  fafe. 

Kolln 
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Kolin  Is  a  pretty  little  town  ;  it  is,  without  a  doubt,  the  beft  place  you  meet  viih  be- 
twixt Prague  and  Vienna ;  the  garrifon,  however  excepted,  it  does  not  contain  above 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  fouls.  The  houfes  are  not  more  than  feven  hundred,  and 
do  not  feem  to  be  very  well  inhabited.  We  refled  a  little  here,  and  were  extremely 
well  treated ;  you  live  very  cheap  and  well  all  over  Bohemia.  Small  hares,  ducks, 
geefe,  &c.  are  the  common  food  met  with,  in  the  fniallefl:  inns. 

In  order  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  price  of  provifions,  I  will  give  you  an  account  of 
what  the  Saxon  and  I  paid  for  a  night's  entertainment.  You  mufl  know,  that  almofl 
all  the  inns  here  have  a  bad  appearance,  and  the  innkeepers,  notwithftanding  the  plenty 
they  afford  travellers,  feem  to  be  but  in  indiflferent  clrcumdances.  Their  houfes  gene- 
rally ftand  alone  in  theftreet,  and  have  neither  orchard,  kitchen-garden,  or  any  piece  of 
land  near  belonging  to  them.  They  are  obliged  to  pay  fo  heavy  a  rent  to  the  landlord, 
or  nobleman  to  whom  the  houfe  belongs,  that  they  can  gain  but  very  little.  At  laft  we 
faw  an  inn  in  a  village  we  came  to,  which  had  a  better  appearance;  it  had  a  roomy  court, 
good  ftables,  a  neat  garden,  and  was  the  property  of  the  landlady.  Now,  faid  we,  as 
we  got  into  our  bed-chambers,  we  fhall  have  another  kind  of  bill,  and  no  doubt  pay  for 
the  fine  profpeft  which  this  room  commands,  the  fine  furniture,  the  exquifite  glailes  and 
china,  and  in  fhort,  all  the  fine  things  which  we  enjoy  or  do  not  enjoy.  We  had  for 
fupper  a  rice  foup,  with  an  exceeding  good  chicken,  a  fallad,  and  two  young  hares 
broiled.  We  had  excellent  beer,  which  is  remarkably  good  in  Bohemia,  and  a  pot  of 
wine,  which  we  found  very  bad,  and  would  not  have  another,  as  we  knew  that  wine 
was  very  dear  all  over  Bohemia.  We  had  two  very  clean  beds,  and  fome  very  good 
coffee  for  breakfaft ;  and  would  you  think  it?  when  the  bill  was  called  for,  it  amounted 
only  to  forty-two  creutzers,  that  is,  about  one  livre  and  forty-two  fols  French. 

We  flopped  about  three  miles  from  Prague,  and  went  fome  furlongs  out  of  the  way 
to  fee  the  famous  field  of  battle  of  the  year  1757.  Here  the  PrufTians  overcame  nature 
itfelf.  It  was  impofTible  for  the  Auflrians  to  have  more  favourable  ground.  A  deep, 
broad,  perpendicular  ditch  protected  them  from  the  enemy.  They  had  a  very  formida- 
ble artillery,  which  defended  the  ditch  by  batteries  placed  to  great  advantage.  When 
the  PrufTians  made  their  firft  attack  by  the  ditch,  they  fell  like  flocks  of  fnow  :  the  Auf- 
trian  fire  was  terrible.  There  has  not  been  a  harder  or  bloodier  adion  in  the  prefent 
century,  nor  is  there  perhaps  in  hiflory,  a  fingle  inftance  of  a  battle  won  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  the  Pruffians  had  to  contend  with.  It  is  almofl  literally  true,  that  they 
had  at  the  fame  time  a  fort  to  take  and  an  army  to  beat,  which  was  flronger  than  their 
own.  Conceive  to  yourfelf,  a  deep  ditch  flanked  with  cannon,  on  the  other  fide  of 
which  is  encamped  a  bold  looking  army  of  at  leaft  feventy  thoufand  men.  The  Pruf- 
fians  marched  through  the  ditch,  and  through  the  fortifications  oppoi'ed  to  them,  put 
the  enemy  to  the  mofl  complete  flight,  and  hefieged  Prague,  in  which  part  of  the  flying 
Imperial  army  took  refuge.  But  they  paid  dear  for  the  vidlory  ;  their  lofs  of  men  was 
infinitely  greater  than  that  of  the  enemy ;  accounts  difier  with  regard  to  the  numbers 
flain;  fome  make  them  feven,  others  from  nine  to  ten  thoufand  men.  I'he  truth,  how- 
ever, without  the  leafl  exaggeration  is,  that  the  immenfe  ditch  was  filled  throughout  its 
whole  breadth  with  dead  men,  who  in  many  places  likewife,  lay  in  great  heaps  upon 
each  other. 

The  ftroke  which  the  King  felt  mofl  of  all,  was  the  lofs  of  the  brave  general  Schwe- 
rin.  We  looked  with  the  mofl  folemn  melancholy  on  the  tree  near  which  he  fell.  The 
prefent  Emperor  has  erefted  a  monument  to  him,  which  does  no  lefs  honour  to  the  per- 
fon  who  let  it  up^  than  to  him  whofe  name  it  bears  and  eternizes.  Many  anecdotes  are 
current  with  regard  to  the  death  of  this  brave  man.      It  has  been  faid,  that  a  rough 
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anfwer  given  by  the  King  to  a  meffage  he  fent  him  by  an  adjutant  in  the  middle  of  the 
battle,  to  let  him  know  it  was  impoflible  to  win  it,  occafioned  him  to  feek  death ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  this ;  for  even  fuppofing  Schvverin  to  have  remonftrated  on  what  he 
thought  an  impoffibility,  the  king  knew  well  enough  that  the  word  obey  was  fulncient  to 
remind  him  of  his  duty,  and  to  make  him  do  all  that  could  be  expeded  from  a  man  of 
his  charatiier  for  courage  and  abilities;  no,  we  mufl  do  Schwerin  the  juftice  to  fay  that 
he  died,  becaufe  according  to  the  proverb,  every  man  owes  a  death.  He  died  like  a  pa- 
triot ;  he  faw  the  violence  of  the  contell:,  faw  the  good-will  of  his  foldiers,  and  their 
courage,  which  the  havoc  death  made  all  around  them  could  not  tame.  Nothing,  he 
found,  but  ana£l  of  defperation  on  his  part  could  fave  them,  he  therefore  fnatched  the 
colours  out  ot  the  hands  of  a  dying  cornet,  crying,  follow  me,  my  brave  boys,  and  rode  up 
to  the  mouth  of  the  cannon.  A  ball  took  him  off  at  the  head  of  his  brave  troops,  but 
they  fired  by  his  courage  and  example,  got  up  the  hill,  broke  in  on  the  enemy,  and  by 
that  deed  turned  the  day  in  favour  of  the  King.  After  the  battle  the  King  befieged. 
Prague.  Daun  in  the  mean  time  collected  the  broken  Imperial  troops,  got  an  army  to- 
gether and  haftened  to  the  relief  of  the  town,  the  garrifon  of  which  was  making  a  brave 
refiftance ;  this  army  the  King  was  compelled  to  attack,  or  raife  the  fiege  ;  this  brought 
on  the  above  defcribed  battle  of  Kolin,  in  which  he  loft  all  that  he  had  won  before. 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

Prague. 

BOHEMIA  is  a  country  favoured  of  heaven,  the  climate  is  excellent.  In  this  excur- 
fion  I  have  become  acquainted  with  feveral  foreigners  who  make  their  conftant  refidence 
here,  and  are  induced  to  it  by  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  air,  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs 
of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  the  cheerful  good  humour  of  the  inhabitants, — and  yet 
-i-Eneas  Silvius  defcribes  the  country  as  a  part  of  Siberia,  though  it  was,  in  all  probability, 
more  flourifiiing  in  his  time  than  it  is  now  ;  to  be  fure  the  difference  of  the  climate  mud 
have  been  ftriking  to  a  Roman,  but  I  believe  his  eminence  was  here  only  in  the  winter  ; 
the  fpring  is  not  fo  beautiful  even  at  Rome  as  it  is  here  ;  fpring  and  fummer  are  as  re- 
markable as  the  winter  is  at  Vienna,  where  you  feldom  fee  a  regular  fpring,  but  the  win- 
ter and  fummer  almofl  join.  The  climate  of  this  country  is  not  expofed  to  any  of  thofe 
fudden  and  inclement  changes  which  are  fo  fatal  to  health  in  other  placee.  The  winter 
colds  are  neither  too  (harp,  nor  the  fummer  heats  too  ftrong.  The  air  is  dry.  clear,  and 
temperate.  The  country  lies  high,  and  forms  a  large  extended  plain,  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  very  high  hills  covered  with  rich  woods.  The  vale  in  the  midde,  which  is  wa- 
tered by  the  Elbe,  the  iMoldaw,  and  the  Eyer,  of  which  you  may  cafily  form  an  idea,  by 
calling  your  eyes  on  the  map,  is  protedted  from  the  force  of  the  wind.  The  feveral  hoi- 
lows  in  the  middle  contribute  to  let  out  the  waters,  fo  that  there  are  neither  lakes  nor 
moraffes  to  fill  the  air  with  unwholefome  vapours.  As  the  foil  is  ftony  only  in  very 
few  places,  the  waters  flow  eafily  through  the  country,  and  make  it  fruitful,  with- 
out filling  the  air,  as  is  the  cale  in  feveral  parts  of  Upper  Switzerland,  with  catarrhs 
and  coughs. 

The  country  produces  every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  life  in  aftonifh- 
ing  abundance,  wine  and  fait  only  excepted.  The  greateft  part  of  the  former  is  brought 
at  a  very  moderate  price  from  Bintz,  where  is  a  warehouie  for  fait,  which  is  brought 
from  Gerund  in  Auflria,  and  Halle  in  the  Tyrol.  The  remainder  is  brought  from 
Aullrian  Poland  at  a  moderate  price.      There  have  been  many  fuccefsful  experiments 
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made  to  produce  wine,  and  I  have  tafted  feme  melnikers  very  little  inferior  to  the  fe- 
cond  fort  of  Bourdeaux  wines.  The  firfl  flocks  were  brought  from  Burgundy.  The 
country,  however,  will  hardly  be  able  to  produce  a  fufficiency  of  this  article  for  con- 
fumption,  but  it  has  other  advantages  to  makeup  for  the  lofs.  As  it  poffefles  mofl:  of 
the  prime  necefl'aries  of  life,  and  by  that  means  commands  a  fuperiority  of  trade  which 
none  of  the  neighbouring  countries  can  difpute  with  it,  it  provides  a  great  part  of  Silefia, 
Saxony,  and  Auftria  with  corn,  and  alfo  fells  them  fome  cattle.  The  circle  of  Saafleris 
alone  able  to  furnifli  all  Bohemia,  populous  as  the  counti*y  is,  with  corn  even  in  moderate 
years.  The  excellent  Bohemian  hops  are  carried  as  far  as  the  Rhine  in  great  quantities. 
The  breed  of  horfes  is  likewife  wonderfully  improved  within  thefe  few  years,  and  bring 
annually  large  fumsof  money  into  the  country.  The  Bohemian  tin  is  the  bed  of  any, 
next  to  the  Englifli ;  and  they  carry  on  a  very  confiderable  trade  in  alum,  and  foveral 
kinds  of  precious  If  ones,  particularly  garnets.  The  large  woods,  in  which  the  country 
abounds,  furnifh  materials  for  the  wonderful  manufactories  of  glafs,  which  bring  a  great 
deal  of  money  into  the  country,  and  find  their  way  into  every  part  of  Europe  from  Por- 
tugal  to  Sweden.  Within  thefe  few  years  they  have  alfo  made  large  quantities  of  very 
good  and  uncommonly  cheap  hats,  with  which  they  fupply  great  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Auftria,  Bavaria,  and  Franconia.  The  handkerchief  and  linen  manufaftories  are  alfo 
in  good  repute. 

The  Bohemian  travels  much.  Some  as  dealers  in  glafs,  who  go  as  far  as  England  and 
Italy,  and  fome  as  bafket  and  fieve-makers.  I  have  met  with  large  caravans  of  thefe  on 
the  Upper  Rhine  and  in  the  Netherlands.  Thefe  people  commonly  come  home  with 
pretty  large  fums  of  money  ;  they  keep  together  like  brothers  whilft  they  are  in  foreign 
countries.  They  have  indeed  an  uncommon  fliare  of  patriotifm,  and  a  kind  of  con- 
fidence in  each  other,  which  often  miakes  them  pafs  in  the  eyes  of  ftrangers  for  a  favage 
and  barbarous  people,  though  they  really  are  not  fo. 

Since  the  days  of  Hufs  they  have  a  fecret  hatred  to  the  Germans,  which  does  not 
arife  fo  much  from  bad  temper  as  from  a  kind  of  national  pride.  Moft  of  the  farmers 
who  live  near  the  roads  fpeak  German ;  but  as  they  do  not  like  to  talk  to  a  ftranger 
without  neceifrty,  they  pretend  not  to  underftand  a  word  of  what  the  traveller  fays,  and 
make  their  fport  of  him  amongft  themfelves.  It  has  been  attempted  to  make  them  fend 
their  children  to  German  fchools,  but  hitherto  they  have  all  proved  abortive.  They 
have  an  unfpeakable  averfion  to  whatever  is  German.  I  have  heard  young  men  here 
talk  of  the  battles  which  their  anceftors,  under  Ziika,  fought  againft  the  Germans,  with 
a  degree  of  warmth  and  pride,  which  made  them  very  amiable  in  my  eyes.  They  ftill 
remember  too,  that  the  refidence  of  the  court  at  Prague  formerly  rendered  the  country 
flourifhing,  and  lament  that  the  preference  which  has  been  given  to  Auftria,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  flight  mifunderftanding,  carries  off"  large  fums  annually  from  the  country, 
which  are  fent  to  Vienna  partly  by  the  court  and  partly  by  the  nobility.  The  late  Em- 
prefs  was  extreme'y  offended  with  them  on  account  of  this  mifunderftanding,  and  Bohe- 
mia was  the  only  one  of  her  olil  hereditary  dominions  which  Ihe  never  vifited. 

The  Hufiites  are  ftill  very  numerous  in  the  country.  Some  think  that  a  fourth  part 
of  the  inhabitants  are  of  this  fccf,  which  has  alfo  Iprcad  widely  in  Moravia.  Scarce 
four  years  are  paft  fince  above  ten  thoiifand  farmers  made  a  little  ftand  to  recover'their 
freedom  of  opinion ;  but  (hey  were  foon  quieted,  and  the  thing  had  no  further  confe- 
quenccs. 

Voltaire  and  fome  other  hiftorians  have  much  mifreprefented  the  famous  Hufs  and 
his  doclrines.  They  look  upon  this  reformer  as  a  man  of  a  very  limited  underftanding, 
and  think  that  his  obj  jct  went  no  further  than  to  procure  the  clergy  leave  to  marry, 
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and  let  the  people  have  the  ufe  of  the  cup  at  the  facrament.  They  love  to  make  fport 
with  him,  and  fay  that  he  endeavoured  to  make  the  incomprehcnfible  myflery  flill  more 
incomprehenfible,  without  having  the  leaft  attention  to  how  much  the  human  mind  was 
lowered  by  fuch  myfleries.  They  deny  him  the  philofophical  fpirit,  both  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr  Wicklift",  or  of  his  followers,  Luther,  Z\ungle,  and  Calvin.  I  had  formerly  the 
fame  opinion  of  him  myfelfj  but  fince  I  have  (ludicd  his  hiftory  and  the  hiftories  of  his 
followers,  I  have  conceived  a  much  higher  idea  of  him.  I  I'earched  in  the  Hbrary  of 
Vienna  for  all  the  docvmients  that  relate  to  this  interpfting  hiftory.  In  Menker  I  found 
a  vindication  of  the  opinions  of  the  Huflites,  addrefled  to  the  diet  of  Nuremberg.  It  is 
written  in  a  German  which  I  could  not  underfhnd,  till  I  had  read  it  over  fix  or  feven 
times,  and  procured  afiiftance  from  feveral  of  my  friends.  This  wonderful  reprefentation 
contains  the  whole  confeffion  of  faith  of  the  Huflites.  They  attack  the  whole  fyflem  of 
the  Roman  Chatholic  church,  purgatory,  fafts,  monkery, — and  it  is  certain  that  they 
were  only  one  ftep  behind  Calvin.  The  ftyle  of  this  vindication  has  all  the  marks  of  in- 
•  timate  perfuafion,  and  of  the  foundeft  underftanding,  only  like  Luther,  the  author  fome- 
times  falls  into  the  ftyle  of  the  times  and  runs  into  low  language. 

In  faift,  the  fole  advantage  which  the  other  reformers  had  over  Hufs,  arofe  from  the 
invention  of  printing  fince  his  time,  as  in  confequence  of  this,  knowledge  was  much  more 
widely  fpread,  as  the  dodiines  could  be  much  more  widely  diffufed.  The  doclrines  of 
Hufs  were  loft  amidft  the  wars  which  followed  his  death.  They  were  ftifled  in  the  bar- 
barity which  overfpread  Bohemia,  when  the  people  no  longer  attended  to  any  teacher, 
but  the  fword  became  the  fole  decider  of  all  controverfv. 

I  found  fufficient  proofs  that  Hufs,  notwithftanding  his  obftinacyand  prefumption,  pof- 
feffed  an  enlightened  and  philofophical  mind,  which,  however,  partook  fomewhat  of  the 
unpolilhed  charader  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  I  am  fometimes  tempted  to  write  his 
hiftory,  which  perhaps  is  not  yet  fufficiently  underftood.  Whether  I  Ihall  perfevere  I 
know  not,  but  in  the  mean  time  will  colled:  what  materials  I  can,  and  when  I  have  time, 
try  whether  I  have  any  talents  for  writing  hiftory~at  leaft  I  feel  a  great  temptation  to 
do  this. 

The  prefent  race  of  Huflites  flatter  themfelves  that  the  Emperor,  whofe  fentiments  of 
toleration  are  well  known,  and  who  is  very  fond  of  the  Bohemians,  will  reftore  to  them 
their  freedom  of  opinion  ;  but  people  here  generally  think  that  they  are  deceived  in  their 
expectations  ;  for  as  their  fentiments  nearly  approach  thofe  of  the  Lutherans,  it  would 
pot  be  very  prudent  to  allow  the  eftabliftinient  of  anew  feet,  whigh  always  fpreads  fome 
roots  that  may  grow  and  be  dangerous. 

The  Bohemians  are  a  wonderfully  ftrong-built  race  of  men.  Dubravius,  one  of  their 
hiftorians,  wb.o  was  Bifliop  of  Olmutz  in  the  fixteenth  century,  compares  them  to  lions. 
"  As  the  land  (fays  he,  according  to  the  manner  of  writing  of  thofe  times,)  lies  under 
the  influenceof  Leo,  fo  do  its  inhabitants  poflefs  all  the  qualities  of  that  noble  animal. 
Their  high  chcils,  fparkling  eyes,  ftrong  thick  hair,  ftout  bones,  ftrength,  courage,  and 
irrefiftible  Spirit,  when  oppofed,  all  fliew  evidently  that  the  lion  is  their  ftar,  which  they 
bear  likewii'e  in  their  coat  of  arms.'' 

They  are  a  handfome,  ftrong  built,  and  z&ive  race  of  people  ;  and  you  fee  evidently 
thai  they  ?.re  defcended  from  the  Croats,  who  are  fome  of  the  handfomeft  people  upon 
earth.  Their  heads  are  a  little  too  large;  but  their  broad  flioulders,  and  their  thick-fet 
bodies  render  the  difproportion  not  fo  vifible  as  it  would  otherwife  be.  They  are  with- 
out doubt  the  beft  foldiers  of  all  the  Emperor's  troops.  They  bear  the  inconveniencie.s 
of  the  military  life  longer  than  any.  Even  hunger,  that  deadly  fiend  to  every  thing  that 
calls  itfelfan  Imperial  foldier,  they  can  fupport  for  a  confiderable  time. 
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My  journey  through  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  confirmed  an 
opinion  I  had  long  fince  taken  up  in  other  countries,  which  is,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
mountains  are  by  no  means  as  good  foldiers  as  thole  who  inhabit  the  plains.  The  Ty- 
rolefe,  Carinthians,  Ukranians,  and  Styrians,  have  as  flrong  bodies  as  the  Bohemians, 
but  they  are  by  no  means  as  good  foldiers  as  thefe,  and  without  a  doubt  are  the  moil 
wretched  of  all  the  Emperor's  troops.  Even  in  Switzerland,  as  I  have  heard  from  fome 
of  the  molt  intelligent  officers  of  the  country,  the  Zurchers,  and  that  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Berne,  who  live  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Canton,  are  infinitely  better  fol- 
diers than  the  Granbundtners,  and  other  nations  who  inhabit  the  top  of  the  Alps.  The 
true  reafon  of  this  is  no  doubt  to  be  fought  for  in  the  peculiar  way  of  living  of  a  moun- 
tainous people,  which  is  too  particular  for  them  ever  to  be  able  to  change  their  way  of 
liie  w  ithout  fuffering  by  it. 

All  people  likewife  who  live  by  pafturage,  are  known  to  be  much  weaker  than  thofe 
who  live  byagriculture,  who  are  hardened  by  the  weather  and  continual  labour.  The  inha- 
bitants of  mountains,  who  according  to  the  teftimony  of  hidory,  are  moflly  herdfmen, 
defend  thi=ir  country  with  more  perfeverance  than  the  inhabitants  of  plains,  becaufe  the 
property  they  have  in  it  makes  them  fonder  of  it,  and  becaufe  the  defence  of  their  almoft 
inacceffible  pofieflions  is  naturally  much  eafier  to  them;  but  they  are  by  no  means  as  for- 
midable out  of  their  own  country,  and  they  foon  get  the  maladie  du  Pais,  which  you 
know  is  fo  common  amongft  the  Swifs. 

1  he  conilitution  and  manners  of  the  country  contribute  much  to  make  the  Bohemi- 
ans  fuch  foldiers  as  they  are.  The  farmers  live  in  a  poverty  which  preferves  them  from 
effeminacy  and  luxury  much  more  effeftually  than  any  pofitive  fumptuary  law  could  do. 
Befides  this,  the  feudal  flavery  fyftem,  which  obtains  here  in  the  extreme,  accuftoms  them 
from  their  youth  upwards  to  unconditional  obedience,  the  great  military  virtue  of  our 
days.  Their  conffant  labour  and  fcanty  food  renders  them  hardy,  and,  like  the  Spartans, 
they  find  the  foldier's  life  far  eafier  than  ploughing  the  fields  of  their  mailers. 

It  is  inconceivable  how  a  people  in  fuch  a  wretched  fituation  fliould  poiTefs  fo  many 
virtues  as  thefe  do.  They  have  given  irrefragable  proofs  of  their  love  of  liberty,  and  in 
no  city  of  the  Auilrian  hereditary  dominions  have  I  met  with  fo  many  true  patriots  as 
there  are  here.  The  Bohemian  peafant  is  generally  looked  upon  as  ilupid  and  infenfible, 
but  take  them  all  together,  they  have  a  great  deal  of  feeling  and  natural  underftanding. 
I  have  converfed  with  feveral  of  them,  who  lamented  the  horrors  of  their  fituation  in 
terms  fufficiently  exprefTive,  and  fpoke  of  the  cruelty  of  their  tyrants  as  it  deferved  to  be 
fpoken  of.  They  love  the  Emperor  with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  and  are  confident  that 
he  will  break  their  chains.  In  the  Huflite  war  they  gave  proofs  of  courage  which  would 
obfcure  all  the  famed  deeds  of  the  Helvetic  one,  if  they  were  but  half  as  well  defcribed 
or  fung  as  thefe  have  been :  without  any  advantages  of  fituation,  and  on  even  ground, 
they  have  with  a  handful  of  men  defeated  bands  far  better  armed,  and  far  better  difci- 
plined  than  themfelves.  Their  onfet  was  irrefiflible,  and  they  would  have  inevitably  fe- 
cured  that  freedom  to  themfelves,  for  which  they  fought  fo  well,  if  towards  the  end  of 
the  war,  diflenfions,  moftly  foflered  by  the  fpirit  of  party  and  prieilcraft  that  had  arifen 
amongft  themfelves,  had  not  ruined  them,  and  if  they  had  not  been  betrayed  by  treaties 
with  their  enemies. 

I  could  not  without  the  greateft  commiferation  look  upon  the  handfome  young  far- 
mers, who  bare-footed,  with  torn  linen,  and  ftockings  uncommonly  tattered,  and  yet 
clean  clothes,  without  neck-cloths,  often  without  hats,  were  carrying  corn  or  wood  for 
their  mafters  to  market.  Their  good  appearance  and  cheerfulnefs  feemed  to  me  but 
ill-fuited  to  their  hard  fortune.  One  of  theuiwho  carried  mygreat  coat  (which  1  had  brought 
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out  with  me  for  fear  of  rain,  but  could  not  wear  on  account  of  the  heat)  in  his  waggon 
during  a  three  days  journey  I  took  on  foot,  to  the  pretty  village  of  Brandeis,  was  the 
drollell:  and  bed  young  man  in  the  world.  Kc  had  nothing  on  but  breeches  and  {lock- 
ings, but  fhewed  us  with  a  kind  of  vanity,  a  fort  of  linen  frock  which  was  in  the  waggon, 
and  which  had  almoft  as  many  holes  as  threads  in  it.  His  fliirt  was  alniofl  in  pieces, 
and  yet  he  affured  me  in  his  broken  German,  that  he  cared  neither  for  wind  nor  wea- 
ther  :  this  led  me  into  feveral  philofophical  reflexions  upon  the  luxury  of  my  ufelcfs 
great  coat.  My  young  man  was  all  life  and  fpirits,  and  his  good-looking  legs  and  fun- 
burned  face  had  almoft  reconciled  me  to  the  flavery  I  had  been  fo  angry  with.  Thought 
I  to  myfelf,  luxury  is  generally  complained  of,  and  temperance  and  hardinefs  recom- 
mended to  the  farmer ;  but  is  it  poffible  to  preferve  them  from  effeminacy  and  luxury, 
if  you  once  open  the  door  of  riches  to  them  ?  On  the  other  hand,  the  mafter  is  obliged 
to  furnifh  his  flave  with  neceflaries  if  he  does  not  choofe  to  ruin  himfelf ;  and  though 
the  latter  has  no  property,  he  is  fure  of  never  being  expofed  to  beg  his  bread.  No  fire, 
no  weather,  no  war  can  put  him  in  a  different  fituation  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  what 
he  was  when  he  began  it.  In  this  manner  I  was  going  on ;  but  the  thoughts  that  their 
hardinefs  and  frugality  is  no  confequence  of  their  own  good  will,  and  that  they  are  no 
more  in  their  mafter's  eftimation  than  the  cattle  which  plough  the  fields,  broke  off  at  once 
the  contrail  I  was  making  with  flavery. — In  the  mean  time  my  fellow-traveller  accom- 
panied my  reflexions  with  dancing  and  finging,  and  in  the  intervals  talked  to  his  two 
fine  horfes,  whofe  wonderfully  fleek  flilns  were  a  flrong  contraft  to  his  own  miferable 
clothing.  He  feemed  to  have  a  great  love  for  the  horfes,  ftroked  and  patted  them  ;  and 
yet  they  were  not  his,  but  belonged  to  a  prelate  whofe  flave  he  wap.  For  my  part,  brother, 
I  have  no  good  idea  of  a  pi'elate  who  covers  his  horfes  backs  with  fine  trappings,  and  fuf- 
fers  his  flaves  to  go  naked.  But  is  a  man  to  expeft  confijtcncy  in  a  prelate? — My  good 
young  peafant  gave  me  a  proof  of  flrength  which  aftoniflied  me.  Not  far  from  the  village 
where  I  intended  to  pafs  the  night,  his  fpirited  horfes  attempted  to  run  away,  but  the 
waggon  fell  into  a  ditch,  loft  a  wheel,  and  the  horfes  were  forced  to  ftand  flill.  The 
young  man  lightened  the  hinder  axle-tree,  where  the  wheel  had  failed,  and  thought  the 
horfes  would  do  the  reft,  but  the  ditch  was  too  deep  ;  I  would  have  afiifted  him,  but  he 
protefted  highly  againft  it,  and  fetting  himfelf  with  all  his  force  to  the  waggon,  in  a  mo- 
ment  it  was  right  again,  without  the  horfes  having  done  any  thing. — He  refufed  the 
fmall  prefent  I  would  have  made  him,  and  as  we  went  along,  laughed  at  me  whenever  I 
talked  of  his  miferable  circumftances,  and  feemed  to  think  it  ftrange  I  fhould  imagine 
that  he  wanted  any  thing  :  poflibly  his  mafter  makes  up  to  him  in  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing, what  he  fuffers  him  to  want  in  clothes. 

I  faw  every  where  amongft  the  peafants  excellent  horfes.  The  Emperor  and  all  the 
German  nobility  have  furniflied  their  ftuds  with  Moldavian,  Tartarian,  and  Tranfylva- 
nian  done  horfes,  which  have  much  improved  the  breed.  For  a  guilder  any  man  may 
get  his  mare  covered  in  the  Imperial  or  noble  ftuds. 

Bohemia  furnifhes  a  great  part  of  the  horfes  for  the  dragoons,  and  the  race  becomes 
every  day  better  and  more  numerous. 


LETTER   XL. 

Prague. 

THIS  is  a  very  large  town,  it  is  above  three  miles  long,  and  above  two  broad,  but 

the  population  by  no  means  anfwers  to  the  fize  of  the  place.     In  feveral  parts  you  feeni 

as  if  you  were  in  a  village.     Near  the  bridge,  which  ftands  at  the  upper  part  of  the 

T  2  city. 
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city,  the  number  of  people  is  very  great,  but  the  further  you  go  on  from  hence  the  more 
defolate  you  find  every  place.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  about  feventy  thoufand,  and 
there  is  about  five  thoufand  houfes.— The  bridge  over  the  Moldau  is  feven  hundred 
feet  long;  it  is  built  of  large  free-Hone,  and  ornamented  on  both  fides  with  ftone  ftatues 
as  large  as  life,  but  not  more  than  three  of  thefe  are  worth  feeing.  There  are  very  few 
good  buildings  in  this  place,  and  almoft  every  thing  looks  very  dirty.  The  royal  caftle 
is  a  very  large  irregular  building,  but  it  is  built  on  a  hill  which  commands  a  very  fine 
profpe£t  over  the  whole  city  and  country  round.  Not  far  from  hence  ftands  the  arch- 
bifhop's  houfe,  (a  pretty  modern  building,)  and  the  old  cathedral,  in  which  there  are  fome 
pieces  of  architcfture  \vhich  deferve  to  be  feen  ;  they  are  the  work  of  a  celebrated  Ger- 
man or  Bohemian  artift,  whofe  name  I  have  forgotten. 

Though  the  city  is  in  general  ill  built,  the  fituation  of  it  is  extremely  fine.  There  is 
a  better  profpect  from  the  bridge  than  I  have  feen  in  larger  cities.  The  mafs  of  houfes 
rife  like  an  amphitheatre  to  a  confidcrable  height.  To  the  right  the  hill  rifes  above 
them  as  far  as  the  Imperial  palace,  majeftically  fituated  on  the  top.  To  the  left  it  is  co- 
vered as  far  as  the  middle  with  beautiful  gardens  aud  pleafure  houfes,  which  have  a  fine 
cffeft,  and  form  a  moft  extenfive  and  moit  magnificent  amphitheatre. 

From  thefe  gardens  you  command  a  very  fine  profped  over  the  oppofite  part  of  the 
city.  In  the  midft  of  the  broad,  but  dry  Moldau,  there  are  two  fmall  illands,  called 
Great  and  Little  Venice,  in  which  the  inhabitants  make  parties  of  pleafure. 

The  people  of  this  place  enjoy  fenfual  plealures  more  than  thofe  of  Vienna,  becaufe 
they  know  better  how  to  conned  mental  enjoyments  with  them.  The  fociety  1  have 
lived  in  here,  has  prove4  fo  good  as  to  detain  me  a  full  fortnight  longer  than  I  intended. 

Free-mafonry  flouriflies  extremely  here,  and  fome  perfons,  amongfl:  whom  Count  R 

is  one,  doat  on  it  to  enthufiafm.  The  free-mafons  in  general  do  fo  much  good,  parti- 
cularly by  their  eftablifhments  for  education,  that  it  is  impoffible  the  Emperor  fliould  be 
difpleafed  with  them.  It  is  time  to  have  done  with  illiberal  prejudices  againll  an  inftitu- 
tion  which  has  done  no  harm  to  mankind,  and  has  done  it  a  great  deal  of  good. 

The  Bohemians,  who  addifl:  themfelves  to  the  purfuit  of  the  arts  and  fciencesj  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  are  very  fuccefsful  in  them.  They  do  not  want  genius,  and  have  uncom- 
mon induftry.  Their  fondnefs  for  mufic  is  aftonifhing.  I  have  heard  feveral  orcheftras 
here  which  equalled  thofe  of  Paris  in  brilliancy  of  execution,  and  furpafled  them  in  accu- 
racy and  exadnefs  of  harmony.  Bohemian  players  on  the  horn  and  harp  are  to  be  met 
with  throughout  all  Germany.  As  they  always  bring  home  great  funis  of  money,  vou 
feldom  fee  a  mufician  of  this  kind  who  has  not  travelled.  This  pafiion  for  mufic  is  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  the  number  of  monafteries  and  cathedrals ;  but  the  cathedrals  of 
Auftria  and  Bavaria,  which  are  no  lefs  numerous,  have  no  fuch  effeft  upon  the  public 
talte  of  thofe  countries.  I  fhould  therefore  fuppofe,  that  the  true  reafon  is  to  be  fought 
for  in  the  cuftoms  and  natural  genius  of  the  people.  Moft  of  the  ftudents  of  the  place 
are  muficians,  and  begin  very  early  in  life  to  give  ferenades  and  concerts  in  the  fquares 
and  public  places  of  the  city. 

The  numerous  garriibn  which  is  conftantly  kept  here,  contributes  not  a  little  to  the 
iivelinefs  of  this  place ;  there  are  about  nine  thoufand  men  conftantly  quartered  here. 
The  fix  regiments  of  grenadiers  are  the  fineft  body  of  infantry  I  have  ever  feen.  The 
officers  are  excellent  companions,  and  quite  free  from  thofe  prejudices  from  which  other 
bodies  of  men  are  not  yet  totally  exempt. 

The  Jews  make  a  confiderable  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  ;  there  are  at  leaft 
nine  or  ten  thoufand  of  them  ;  they  have  artifts  and  mechanics  of  their  own  religion, 
who  live  in  the  part  of  the  town  appropriated  to  them,  which  is  called  the  Jews  city. 
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It  is  plcalant  enough  to  walk  through  this  p;u-t  of  the  town,  and  ,fee  their  taylors  and" 
ilioemakers  at  work  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet.  Their  workmen  are  dillinguiihed  from 
the  Chriftian  ones  by  their  clowniflinefs  and  dirt.  I  am  aftonifhed  as  often  as  I  think, 
how  little  of  what  was  peculiar  to  themfelves  in  their  cuitoms,  thefe  people  havelofl:  by 
their  mixture  with  other  nations :  wherever  I  have  feen  them,  excepting  only  in  Hol- 
land, they  are  infinitely  behind  the  Chriftians  in  every  elegant  refinement  of  life;  and 
that  they  are  otherwife  in  Holland,  may  be  owing  to  mod  of  thofe  who  are  fettled 
there  having  come  chiefly  from  Portugal,  where  the  perfecutions  they  are  expofed  to 
cou-ipel  them  to  affimilate  as  much  to  Chriftians  as  pofiible.  At  Prague  they  are  dillin- 
guiflied  from  the  Chriftians  by  a  yellow  handkerchief,  which  they  are  obliged  ti'wear 
round  their  arms.  Their  induftry  is  wonderful  ;  in  almofl  every  inn  there  is  a  Jew, 
who  does  the  bufinefs  of  a  houfe  fervant ;  he  fills  my  fnuff-box,  garters  my  ftockings, 
does  all  the  little  matters  I  have  occafion  for ;  bruflies  my  flioes,  duffs  my  clothes,  and 
is  in  every  refpect  a  valet  de  place,  excepting  that  he  will  take  no  money.  He  looks 
upon  himfelf  as  extremely  well  paid  for  his  trouble,  by  the  gift  of  fome  old  clothes,- 
which  he  difpofes  of  again.  Thefe  fellows  ferve  many  ftrangers  on  the  fame  terms,  and- 
content  themfelves  with  what  they  can  make  by  trucking  and  bartering  among  their 
own  people,  without  afking  any  thing  farther.  If  you  give  them  fomething  to  drink 
befides  they  are  very  thankful,  but  I  have  never  feen  them  troublefome  with  their' 
demands. 

What  political  inconfiftency  ! — The  government  of  this  place  allows  the  Jews,  the  pro-- 
feffed  enemies  of  Chriftianity,  freedom  of  thought,  and  liberty  to  ferve  God  in  their  own 
way,  and  refufes  it  to  the  Proteflants,  who  think  as  we  do  in  all  the  fundamental  points 
of  religion  ;  whilfl  a  hoflile,  deceitful,  treacherous  people,  are  maintained  in  the  full 
pofTtllion  of  their  rights  and  privileges  ;  contrads  have  been  repeatedly  (I  do  not  fpeak 
only  of  what  happened  in  former  times,  but  under  the  laft  government)  violated  with 
the  Hufiites.  It  is  a  remarkable  phcenomcnon,  dear  brother,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  hu- 
man underflanding,  that  while  philofophers  all  contend,  that  the  more  alike  men  are, 
the  more  they  love  each  other,  in  religion  it  fliould  be  quite  different.  Here  the  more 
likenefs  the  more  hatred.  A  member  of  one  of  the  great  houfes  of  this  place,  would 
ten  times  rather  treat  with- a  Jew  than  with  a  Lutheran,  though  the  Lutheran's  religion 
and  his  own  are  fo  nearly  alike.  In  Holland  the  reformed  are  much  more  favourable 
to  the  Catholics  than  to  the  Lutherans,  and  the  States  General  had  much  rather  allow 
the  former  freedom  of  religion  than  the  latter.  The  Anabaptifts  and  Galvinifts  hate 
each  other  much  more  than  either  of  them  do  the  Catholics,  and  fo,  in  fhort,  you  will 
find  it  univerfally,  the  nearer  the  religious  feels  approach,  the  more  they  hate  one 
another. 

This  city  has  neither  an  extenfive  commerce  nor  any  manufafliory  of  confequence. 
There  has  long  been  a  projeft  of  rendering  the  Moldau  navigable,  but  hitherto  this 
court  has  not  been  difpofed  to  be  at  any  expence  for  the  public,  and  the  thing  cannot 
be  done  without  a  great  expence.  With  us  it  would  have  been  done  long  ago,  as  you 
know  we  have  improvements,  in  comparifon  of  which,  this  is  only  child's  play.  Were 
it  once  done,  Prague  would  certainly  gain  a  good  deal  by  it ;  but  ftill  a  great  deal  more 
would  be  required,  before  commerce  could  ftourifh  here;  there  are,  indeed,  many  im- 
pediments to  get  over ;  amongft  the  principal  one  may  be  reckoned  the  pride  of  the 
lUibiUly,  who  with  the  greatelt  part  of  the  national  means  in  their  hands  are  afhamed  of 
trade  ; — the  bad  education  of  the  children,  which,  v/ithin  thefe  ten  or  fifteen  years,  has 
been  entirely  monkifh,  and  by  that  means  fitted  them  more  for  flrenuous  idlenefs  than 
induftry ;  — the  intolerance  of  the  regency.     Such  obftacles  as  thefe  all  Jofeph's  efforts, 
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will  hardly  be  fufficient  entirely  to  remove.  There  is  a  foundation  of  Englifli,  or  rather, 
for  fo  they  are  called,  of  Iriih  nuns  here.  Throughout  all  Germany  you  meet  with 
Englifh,  Scotch,  and  German  nuns.  It  is  generally  imagined,  that  moft  of  thefe  femi- 
naries  have  been  founded  fmce  the  reformation  took  place  in  England.  But  this  is  a 
miflake,  and  niofl;  of  them  have  probably  fubfifted  ever  fmce  the  time  of  Charlemagne, 
when  Britain  abounded  in  monks,  and  furnifhed  Germany  with  them.  An  Englifh 
and  Scotch  nunnery  founds  as  well  in  Germany  as  an  Englifh  and  Scotch  freemafon's 
lodge. 

This  place  abounds,  like  Vienna,  in  literati,  who  are  content  to  ornament  their  rooms 
with  t^e  buds,  medals,  prints,  and  profiles  of  learned  men,  but  neither  think  nor  write 
themfelves  ;  and  only  have  their  titles  from  their  belonging  to  no  other  affociation  of 
men  whatever:  for  it  is  here  as  at  Vienna,  whoever  has  neither  military  nor  civil  em- 
ployment, nor  is  profeflbr,  nor  prieft,  nor  merchant,  nor  handycraftfman,  nor  manu- 
fa£lurer,  nor  fervant,  nor  day-labourer,  nor  (what  in  the  catalogue  paffes  for  a  man) 
executioner,  is  a  man  of  letters,  whether  he  ftudies  or  not.  In  the  general  acceptation, 
a  man  of  letters  is  only  a  negative  quality.  I  am  indeed  acquainted  with  a  few  pofdi-ve 
literati  here,  but  their  number,  in  comparifon  of  the  7iegatives  is  very  inconfiderable. 
The  women  of  this  place  are  handfome,  and  you  may  make  love  with  more  eafe  than  at 
Vienna. 

By  way  of  poflfcript  to  this  letter,  which  mud  flill  wait  ten  days  before  it  is  finifhed,  I 
will  give  you  a  Ihort  account  of  an  expedition  we  took :  We  went  pod  as  far  as  Konig- 
ingrafs  ;  there  we  took  horfe,  and  made  a  fix  days  tour  round  by  Jaromers,  Neiijiadt^ 
Nachod,  Braunati,  &c.  to  the  boders  of  Silefia,  with  the  double  purpofe  of  feeing  the  en- 
campments and  fields  of  battle  of  the  war  that  took  place  two  years  ago,  and  of  vifiting 
fome  rich  abbots  houfes,  in  which  my  companions  had  friends.  We  had  an  officer  with 
us  who  commanded  in  both  expeditions,  and  fucceeded  very  well.  The  marches  and 
encampments  did  not  interefl  me  much,  becaufe  little  was  done  in  the  war  j  but  I  was 
extremely  pleafed  with  our  excurfions  into  the  cloyfters. 

My  principal  objefl:  was  to  fee  the  manners  and  way  of  life  of  Bohemian  ecclefiadics 
upon  the  fpot,  and  I  was  richly  rewarded.  They  are  the  mod  determined  epicureans, 
particularly  the  regular  bodies  of  them,  which  I  have  yet  met  with  any  where.  They 
want  nothing  in  the  convents,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  all  earthly  gratifications,  but  a 
cloyder  of  nuns,  made  up  of  the  maidens  who  do  bufinefs  at  Prague  by  night;  fub  Jove 
pluvis,  in  triviis  et  quadriviis.  Whatever  bad  effeft  it  might  have  in  fome  refpe£t,  the 
farmers  and  manufafturers  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cloyders,  and  confider 
their  wives  as  their  property,  would  undoubtedly  be  pleafed  with  the  arrangement.  As 
things  now  are,  the  monks  and  half  monks,  to  whom  the  villages  round  belong,  appear 
like  fo  many  hunters  of  women  ;  nor  do  I  believe  them  very  different  from  thofe  old 
lords  of  manors,  who  ufed  to  claim  the  fird  night's  pofleffion  of  every  woman  married 
to  one  of  their  vaffals  ;  it  is  at  lead  certain,  that  in  every  village  we  went  through,  we 
found  one  or  two  them,  who  took  no  pains  to  conceal  their  belonging  to  the  fraternity 
of  jolly  boys;  to  know  them  thoroughly  one  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  their  fuperi- 
ors,  who  would,  no  doubt,  furnifli  good  anecdotes  for  the  fcandalous  chronicle : — in 
fome  convents  we  met  with  finging  women. 

The  lives  of  the  regular  bodies,  and  even  of  the  Benedictines,  whofe  abbot,  or  prelates 
has  not  yet  given  up  the  pleafures  of  the  world,  is  a  perpetual  caroufal,  which  is  only 
interrupted  by  country  walks,  and  certain  dated  belchings  in  church.  They  look  upon 
chaunting  the  fervice  as  a  kind  of  expeftoration  good  for  the  lungs.  One  of  them,  for 
whom  I  expreffed  fome  concern,  on  feeing  him  eat  immenfe  quantities  of  eggs,  butter,  &c. 
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on  a  farting  day,  faid  in  a  jefting  way,  "  pfliaw,  pfhaw,  it  will  all  come  up  again  at  after, 
noon  fervice." 

My  companions  being  defirous  to  fliew  me  a  very  wonderful  natural  curiofity,  we  took 
our  way  by  Traiitenau  for  this  purpofe.  About  three  miles  from  this  city  the  fined 
profpeft  offered  itIeU"  to  our  eyes  that  can  be  conceived. 

Near  a  village,  whofe  name  I  have  forgotten,  we  beheld  on  a  fudden  a  great  number 
of  high  towers,  feveral  of  which  in  many  places  were  in  regular  rows,  but  moft  of  them 
lay  difperfed  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  We  walked  near  a  mile  as  if  in  a  kind  of 
labyrinth,  encompaffed  with  thefe  towers  on  each  fide,  and  there  was  no  end  of  my 
aftouiihment.  Moft  of  thefe  are  froni  fixty  to  feventy  feet  high,  and  fome  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  When  you  view  them  obliquely  their  fummits  form 
a  kind  of  waving  line,  like  the  back  of  a  hill,  which  rifes  and  finks  again.  They  are 
all  formed  of  a  hard  quarry  ftone,  and  would  give  Mr.  Buffon  much  food  for  thought. 
Nature  has  for  the  moft  part  ftiaped  them  into  more  or  lefs  regular  fquares ;  they  are 
commonly  taken  for  the  fkeletons  of  a  hill,  through  which  the  water  has  made  its  way. 
This  opinion  feems  to  merit  attention  ;  but  if  it  be  a  true  one,  and  other  hills  have  alfo 
their  fk'letons,  it  will  fliake  hard  upon  Buffon's  fyftem  ;  for  he  probably  confiders  the 
mafles,  of  which  thefe  towers  confift,  as  large  mafles  of  ftone  body,  chalk  and  earth, 
which  are  jumbled  together  and  have  different  degrees  of  hardnefs. 

From  hence  we  took  our  way  back  to  Freiheit,  and  began  to  afcend  the  Reifenge' 
herge  ;  this  hill,  though  very  famous  in  Bohemia,  is  really  no  more  than  a  mole  hill,  in 
companion  of  the  Savoyard  and  Svvifs  Alps,  or  even  of  the  Tyrol,  Saltzburg,  and  Stirian 
hills.  We  paffcd  over  the  famous  Snowhead,  which  is  the  higheft  part  of  thefe  moun- 
tains. Some  perfons  fay,  that  it  is  twenty  thoufand  feet  high  ;  but  I  think  1  may  ven- 
ture to  affert,  that  it  is  not  above  eight  thoufand,  for  Mount  St.  Gothard  in  Switzer- 
land, is  by  no  means  one  of  the  higheft  of  the  Alps,  and  its  elevation  above  the  Mediter- 
ranean is  not  above  thirteen  thoufand  feet,  and  yet  there  is  eternal  ice  and  fnow  on  its 
fummit  -,  whereas  here  we  faw  no  veftige  of  ice  or  fnow,  though  the  fummer  is  not  yet 
much  advanced.  We  were  not  above  three  hours  in  getting  to  the  top  on  foot.  The 
profpeft  of  the  great  mountains  at  our  feet,  and  into  Bohemia  and  Silefia,  was  ftriking 
and  magnificent.  On  the  top  of  the  hill  there  is  a  plain  with  a  chapel  on  it,  which  is 
vifited  by  pious  people  once  a  year. 

The  perfons  who  live  at  any  diftance  from  thefe  hills,  look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  won- 
der when  any  perfon  goes  to  the  top  of  them,  and  yet  I  afcended  feveral  in  other  parts 
of  Germany,  whofe  diftance  from  the  bottom  is  much  greater,  and  whofe  elevation  above 
the  Mediterranean  is  as  great  again. 

Though  I  was  difappointed  in  my  expeftations  of  a  great  mountain,  by  finding  only 
a  hill  of  a  moderate  fize,  I  was  extremely  pleafed  with  my  journey  upon  the  whole.  We 
faw  the  moft  romantic  landfcapes  it  is  poffible  to  imagine,  particularly  feveral  vallies  be- 
low the  Schmeekopp,  which  were  wonderfully  pifturefque.  Moft  of  the  hills  are  covered 
with  wood,  and  now  and  then  a  ragged  peak  ftarts  up  above  them.  The  well  watered 
plains  are  extremely  well  cultivated ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  be 
in  better  circumftances  than  thofe  of  the  level  plains  of  Bohemia. 

LETTER  XLI. 
Dear  Brother,  Drefden. 

I  HAVE  at  once  got  into  an  entirely  new  world.  As  foon  as  you  have  paffeu  the 
confines  of  Bohemia,  which  are  diftingnifhed  by  a  painted  brick  polt  tea  feet  high,  with 

the 
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4he  arms  of  the  country  on  it ;  you  meet  with  an  entirely  different  agricuhure,  a  differ* 
ent  people,  and  a  different  language.  I  now,  for  the  firfl  time,  heard  the  comtnon 
people  fpeak  intelligible  German,  for  throughout  Bavaria,  Suabia,  and  Auftria,  they 
Ipeak  a  jargon,  which  a  man,  who  has  learned  the  language  of  a  language-mafter,  has 
the  utmofl;  difficulty  to  underftand.  I  am  now,  for  the  firlt  time,  really  in  Germany; 
only  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  country  I  have  hitherto  travelled  through,  to  wit,  the  fmall 
flrip  of  laud  which  is  betwixt  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine  in  Suabia,  made  part  of  that 
old  Germany,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  fo  formidable  to  the  Romans ;  the  remain- 
der is  all  conquered  country,  which  at  that  time  was  called  Vindeiicia,  Rhaetia,  and 
Pannonia.  In  the  times  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne  the  limits  of  Germany  were  con- 
iined  even  on  this  fide;  for  as  the  Sclavonians  had  before  driven  the  Burgundians,  Sua- 
bians,  and  other  German  nations  over  the  Elbe,  thefe  now  poffeffed  thenilelves  of  their 
l:abitations,  and  drove  the  inhabitants  of  Germany,  who  lived  in  the  diltriccs  of  Mentz 
and  Rheims,  into  Gaul.  The  nations  were  like  a  row  of  balls,  the  moft  eaftern  of 
which  was  (truck  and  drove  the  others  forward  in  fucceffion.  In  modern  times,  that  is, 
«ver  fince  Luther,  Saxony  has  been  looked  on  as  one  of  the  firfl;  provinces  of  ijermany, 
in  every  fenfe  of  the  word.  In  regard  to  literature  particularly,  the  Saxons  were  to  the 
red  of  the  Germans,  what  the  Fiorentiiies  were  fome  centuries  ago  to  the  other  people 

of .      But  I  am  going  too  fad,  you  fliall  know  all  this  in  due  time;  I  muff 

iirfl  tell  you  how  I  got  here,  and  what  was  the  face  of  the  country  through  which  I 
came. 

The  part  of  Bohemia,  through  which  our  way  from  Prague  hither  lay,  feems  infi- 
nitely richer  and  more  beautiful  than  that  betwixt  Prague  and  Aulf  ria.  The  agricul- 
ture, lilce  the  country  itfelf,  is  more  varied,  the  people  live  clofer  together  and  feem  to 
i»e  happier.  Hills,  woods,  plains,  and  vales,  form  an  agreeable  contrafl:  with  each  other-, 
^nd  the  vine,  which  is  not  to  be  feen  elfewhere  on  this  fide  Prague,  here  covers  the 
fides  of  the  hills. 

We  faw  the  well  wooded  peak  of  the  Ertzgibcrge,  the  highefl  fummit  of  which  parts 
-Saxony  and  Bohemia.  Thei'e  hills  are  but  of  a  very  moderate  height,  and  if  they  make 
a  refpectable  appearance  here,  it  is  only  becaufe,  from  hence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe 
and  the  eaftern  fea,  there  is  no  other  remarkable  hill  to  be  feen.  The  people  who  come 
up  here  from  the  low  lands,  and  for  the  firll  time  of  their  lives  fee  a  hill  which  deferves 
the  name,  make  a  great  fliout,  and  think  that  they  have  feen  the  pedeftal  of  heaven  ; 
juft  fo  in  Bohemia,  the  Rieftngcberge  is  indebted  for  its  reputation  to  the  fmall  notion 
which  thofe  who  have  brought  it  into  repute  have  cf  hills ;  and  thus  it  may  formerly 
have  been  with  Atlas,  Olympus,  Othos,  Parnaffus,  and  the  other  hills  fo  noted  in 
hiitory. 

Moore,  who  travelled  this  road  before  me,  afferts  that  there  is  a  great  difference  in 
■point  of  natural  fertility,  betwixt  the  borders  of  Saxony  and  the  borders  of  Bohemia, 
;to  the  advantage  of  the  former ;  I  have  found  the  direft  contrary.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  foil  ol  Bohemia  is  by  nature  much  richer  than  any  part  of  Saxony,  which  it  fupplies 
with  great  part  of  its  provifions.  The  circle  of  Leutmeriffer  in  particular,  through 
which  the  common  road  paffes,  is  uncommonly  produclive,  nor  is  there  £.ny  part  of  Sax- 
ony that  can  bear  a  comparifon  with  it ;  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the  improved 
ftate  of  agriculture  is  vifible,  as  foon  as  you  fet  your  feet  on  Saxon  ground.  One  need 
only  look  round  to  be  convinced  that  the  conflitution  of  Saxony  '  infinitely  more  fa- 
vourable to  induflry  and  agriculture  than  that  of  Bohemia.  The  Saxon  farmer  flievvs 
snore  underltanding  and  refledion  in  the  management  of  his  land  than  the  Bohemian 
one  does,  and  every  thing  about  him  attefls  that  he  is  no  flave. 

Drefdcn 
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Drefden  has  a  proud  appearance,  and  offers  on  all  fides  a  magnificent  obje£i: ;  it  is  ♦ 
beyond  all  comparifon  the  fined  city  which  I  have  yet  feen  in  Germany.  The  houl'es 
are  built  in  a  much  better  tafle  than  thofe  of  Vienna,  and  the  eye  is  quite  dazzled  with 
the  long  and  magnificent  appearance  of  the  bridge  over  the  Elbe.  This  river,  which  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  city  is  confined  within  very  narrow  bounds,  widens  by  degrees 
as  you  approach,  and  is  here  a  powerful  dream,  which  befpeaks  all  the  magnificence  of 
the  town  and  ftate.  The  hills  oppofite  to  the  Lawfnifs  have  a  moft  magnificent  appear- 
ance and  the  mountains  on  both  fides  the  river,  partly  naked  and  partly  planted  with 
vineyards,  form  an  uncommonly  beautiful  perfpeftive. 

The  manners  and  way  of  living  of  thefe  people  is  as  oppofite  to  what  I  have  hitherto 
feen  in  Germany,  as  the  beauty  of  thefe  llreets,  and  the  tafle  difplayed  in  the  buildings, 
is  different  from  Suabia,  Bavaria,  Auftria,  and  Bohemia.  Finer  fhapes,  more  animated 
countenances,  eafier  and  lefs  conftrained  motions,  general  courtefy,,univerfal  cleanlinefs, 
are  the  features  which  immediately  offer  themfelves  toobfervation,  and  muft  ft rike  every 
one  who  comes  into  this  country  by  the  fame  route  which  I  purfued. 

It  was  in  an  unforlimate  moment  that  the  fortifications  about  this  town  were  firft  built, 
but  it  is  more  unfortunate  ftill,  that  inflead  of  pulling  them  entirely  down,  thofe  who  are 
concerned  are  at  this  inflant  employed  in  repairing  them.  Commanded  as  this  city  is, 
from  every  fide,  and  with  no  reafonable  expeftations,  in  its  prefent  fituation,  of  ever 
being  able  to  preferve  a  neutrality  on  the  breaking  out  of  any  war  betwixt  the  King  of 
Pruflia  and  the  Auftrians,  it  is  more  than  any  other  in  danger  of  being  plundered  and 
(aid  wafte.  Indeed  one  would  have  imagined  that  the  devaflations  of  the  years  1758 
and  1760,  were  ftill  frefh  enough  in  every  man's  memory  to  have  been  a  warning  to 
the  regency. 

The  town  does  not  feem  to  be  peopled  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  ground  it 
{lands  on.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  generally  eflimated  at  fifty  thoufand,  which 
many  think  too  high.  The  fad  is,  that  it  has  loft  a  third  of  its  inhabitants  fince  the 
breaking  out  of  the  laft  Silefian  war,  and  the  death  of  King  Auguflus. 

The  ftrangers  who  knew  this  city  before  this  sera,  cannot  fay  enough  of  the  difference 
there  now  is,  a  difference  not  fo  much  arifing  from  the  misfortunes  of  war,  as  from  the 
cEconomy  of  the  court,  which  has  followed  clofe  on  the  difTipation  of  other  times.  In 
the  late  Eledor's  time,  this  court  was  perhaps  the  moft  brilliant  in  Europe.  The  court 
band  of  mufic,  the  opera,  and  the  dancers  alone,  were  fuppofed  to  coft  the  Eleftor  an- 
nually 300,000  Saxon  guilders,  or  upwards  of  780,000  French  livres.  His  table,  his 
flables,  and  his  hunters,  were  all  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  expence.  Strangers  ufed  to  flow 
hither  from  all  countries,  to  be  partakers  in  this  magnificence,  and  Drefden  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  north  for  tafte  and  refined  living.  The  numerous  followers  of  the  court, 
and  the  great  number  of  ftrangers,  occafioned  a  very  extenfive  circulation  of  money, 
and  made  all  the  arts  alive.  In  the  midft  of  this  profufion  debts  were  contraded,  but 
they  gave  the  Eleftor  little  concern,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  anecdote.  One 
night  at  the  opera,  having  a  fire-work,  which  was  part  of  the  decoration  of  a  temple, 
and  ufed  to  coft  feveral  hundred  thalers,  he  called  for  his  chamberlain,  and  defired  to 
know  the  reafon  of  the  omiffion  ;  the  chamberlain  told  him,  that  the  heathen  gods  and 
goddeffes  muft  for  this  night  be  contented  with  a  fire  of  twenty  or  thirty  guilders,  as 
there  was  no  money  left  in  the  treafury  to  pay  for  any  thing  more  fplench'd.  The 
Eledtor  was  compelled  to  acquiefce  for  the  moment,  as  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  do 
otherwife,  but  he  gave  ftrid:  orders,  that  in  the  next  reprefentation,  and  in  every  fuc- 
ceeding  one,  the  whole  fum  of  thalers  fhould  be  burnt  out.  A  courc  which  is  mounted 
on  this  ton  is  feldom  poffeffed  of -a  firm  and  found  government, 
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The  miniflers  were  dazzled,  like  the  Eledor,  with  outfide  fliew  and  fplendour ;  they 
wanted  to  give  themfelves  airs  of  confcquence,  and  embarked  in  enterprizes  to  which 
the  impcYcriflied  ftate  of  the  country  was  not  equal ;  the  refult  was,  that  they  got  into 
a  confufion  which  prevented  them  from  knowing  either  their  own  ftrength,  or  that  of 
the  other  powers  they  had  to  contend  with.  Univerfal  difiipation  produced  falfehood, 
treachery,  and  every  other  vice  ;  the  moft  important  pofts  were  fold  or  given  to  flattery 
and  intrigue  ;  one  was  made  a  privy-counfellor,  becaufe  he  danced  well,  and  another  a 
general,  becaufe  he  could  blow  the  flute.  I  need  not  add,  that  women  are  uhimately 
the  grand  movL-rs  of  the  politics  of  fuch  a  court. 

It  is  generally  agreed  on,  that  the  Eleftor  himfelf  loved  fliew  and  expence  more  than 
he  did  women  ;  but  the  fcandalous  chronicle  of  his  court  goes  beyond  all  that  has  ever 
been  heard  of  the  kind,  and  his  love  of  fhew  encouraged,  at  leaft,  if  it  did  not  produce, 
the  diflfolutenefs  of  his  fubjefts.  Amidft  the  intoxication  of  profperity,  the  minifter 
adopted  a  plan  of  operations  it  was  impoffible  he  fiiould  fee  the  end  of,  and  which  left 
him  at  the  difcretion  of  the  more  pov/erful  monarch,  with  whom  he  entered  into  a 
league  againft  a  dangerous  neighbour.  This  was  probably  one  of  the  moft  impolitic 
treaties  which  hiftory  has  to  recount.  Tlie  Saxons  entered  into  an  aUiance  with  Ruflia, 
which  was  fo  formidable  to  Poland;  they  attached  themfelves  to  Aulfria,  which  without 
them  was  ftronger  than  the  King  of  Pruiha ;  and  they  endeavoured  to  weaken  the 
power  of  this  laft  named  monarch,  who  was  able  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power  in 
Germany.  In  all  thefe  three  things  they  broke  through  the  lirfl;  maxim  of  a  nation, 
which  is  in  the  midft  of  others,  never  to  take  the  part  of  the  flirongeft,  but  always  that 
of  the  weakeft.  A  minifter  whofe  preparatives  were  fo  weak,  could  not  be  expefted 
to  do  much  when  he  came  to  a£tion.  The  King  of  Pruflia  fell  upon  the  country  as 
Charles  XII.  had  fallen  upon  Poland,  under  Auguftus  the  Second.  The  army,  which 
was  feventeen  thoufand  men  ftrong,  and  which  was  expefted  to  do  fuch  mighty  things, 
furrendered  without  ftriking  a  ftroke,  and  no  wondei",  for  fome  of  the  colonels  were 
eunuchs.     • 

This  total  rout  by  degrees  waked  the  genius  of  Saxony  from  his  flumbers  ;  all  the 
gentry  of  the  country,  excepting  only  the  creatures  of  the  minifter,  were  in  a  flame ; 
and  now  there  was  a  chorus  of  creditors  and  complainants  of  ail  orders,  who  nude  a 
horrid  difTonance  with  the  Bacchanalian  revels  of  former  days. 

All  the  world  gave  the  country  over  for  loft,  nor  could  it  have  been  faved  but  for 
the  free  courfe  given  to  the  extraordinary  Ipirit  of  frugality  and  induflry,  which  marks 
the  people  ;  and  for  a  minifter,  who  was  as  adive  and  patriotic  as  the  other  had  been 
diffolute  and  cowardly.  In  one  of  my  future  letters  I  will  give  you  an  exadt  account  of 
the  prefent  ftace  of  the  country. 

One  of  the  wonders  which  makes  the  moft  noife  here,  is  the  celebrated  green  vault, 
or  private  treafury  in  the  electoral  palace.  You  would  naturally  imagine  they  would 
be  ihy  of  fliewing  it  to  ftrangers,  till  what  was  carried  to  Holland  and  fold  there  during 
the  laft  Silefian  war  was  replaced ;  no  fuch  thing,  they  made  no  difficulties  whatever, 
but  the  man  who  fhewed  it  me,  and  two  Rufli^n  noblemen  in  my  company,  allured  me, 
that  things  were  exadly  iny?^/^  quo.  The  coUedion,  after  all,  is  Itill  admirable  ;  I  am 
however  of  opinion,  that  the  treafures  of  Vienna  and  Munich  are  but  little  inferior  j 
and  I  am  much  deceived,  if  thofe  of  fome  cathedrals  I  have  feen  are  nyt  fully  equal. 
The  pifture  gallery,  the  colleftion  of  antiques,  the  prints,  and  the  colledion  of  natural 
hiftory,  are  much  greater  objeds  of  curioaty,  in  my  eyes,  than  the.  green  'vault.  The 
pidure  gallery  is  the  moft  remarkable  in  Europe;  befides  the  pidures  in  water-colourSj 
it  contains  twelve  hundred  pieces  of  the  befl  mafters.      Amongft  them  is  the  famous 
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birth  of  Chrlfl:,  commonly  called  The  Nativity,  by  Corregio,  which  pafles  for  the  bed 
work  of  that  matter  ;  it  coft  above  half  a  million  of  livres.  Some  perfons,  however, 
prefer  The  St.  George,  likevvife  by  Corregio ;  this  ought  properly  to  be  called  The  F/r- 
gin,  for  Ihe  is  the  principal  figure  in  the  piece,  and  the  St.  George,  with  other  faints,  is 
itanding  about  her.  The  gallery  contains  feveral  pieces  by  Carrachi,  amongfl  which  is 
his  bed  work  ;  It  is  a  St.  Roch  giving  alms  ;  this  pifture  is  known  in  Italy  by  the  name 
of  Oper-a  dell'  Ekmofma. 

LETTER  XLII. 

Drefde'n. 

THE  longer  I  flay  here,  my  dearefl:  brother,  the  more  I  think  myfelf  at  home  ;  the 
manners,  way  of  living,  amufements,  converfation,  and  in  fhort,  all'that  belongs  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  make  me  think  myfelf  at  Paris.  I  only  wifh  that  our  ladies, 
both  married  and  unmarried,  were  as  frelh  and  as  handfome  as  the  ladies  of  this  place 
are.  I  recollect  that  an  Auftrian  lady  made  the  following  anfwer  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  extolling  the  Saxon  women  in  her  company.  "  Give  us  only,"  faid  {he,  "  as 
handfome  and  ftrong-built  men,  as  the  Saxons  are,  and  we  will  take  care  of  the  reft." 

Eating  and  drinking  do  not  go  forwards  here  quite  fo  brifkly  as  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Germany  ;  in  this  refpeft,  indeed,  the  difference  betwixt  the  Saxons  and  Germans  I 
have  hitherto  lived  with  is  total.  The  broth  here  is  fo  thin,  the  cookery  fometimes  fo 
cold,  and  always  fo  flender,  that  1  do  not  believe  an  inhabitant  of  Vienna  could  make 
fhift  to  live  a  month  with  a  family  in  the  middling  ranks  of  life  here.  Indeed  I  have 
had  occafion  to  obferve,  even  in  the  very  beft  houfes,  an  attention  to  the  cellar  and  kit- 
chen, which  in  Auftria  and  Bavaria  would  pafs  for  poverty. 

This  rigid  ceconomy  extends  to  every  article  of  houfekeeping.  The  only  appearance 
of  expence  is  in  the  article  of  drefs  ;  this,  indeed,  is  carried  farther  here  than  it  is  in  the 
fouth  of  Germany.  Every  perfon  in  the  middling  rank  of  life,  I  might  add  in  the  lower 
ones  too,  men  as  well  as  women,  drefs  according  to  the  fafhion ;  whereas  at  Vienna, 
Munich,  and  other  places  I  have  vifited,  there  is  a  kind  of  national  drefs,  which  perfons 
even  of  a  better  kind  conform  to. 

I  lodge  at  a  watchmaker's,  whofe  two  daughters  have  their  regular  toilettes,  and  have 
their  hair  dreffed  every  day ;  on  the  other  hand,  they  content  themfelves  with  a  flice  of 
bread  and  butter,  or  bread  and  cheefe  for  fupper,  which  I  often  partake  of  with  them. 
There  are  hardly  three  noblemen's  houfes  here  which  have  ftables  with  twenty  horfes  in 
them  ;  and  porters,  valets  de  chambre,  &c.  which  make  fo  great  an  objed  at  Vienna,  are 
very  fcarce.  It  is  true,  they  call  a  footman  here  valet  de  chambre,  as  they  do  at  Paris, 
but  the  wages  of  a  Vienna  vakrde  chambre  are  twice  as  high  as  thofe  of  a  Drefden  one, 
though  hving  at  Vienna  is  as  cheap  again.  Here  the  women  are  not  afhamed  to  go 
into  their  kitchens,  tell  out  their  candles  and  bits  of  candles,  and  calculate  how  long 
they  will  burn.  In  a  word,  excepting  only  the  article  of  drefs,  every  thing  is  in  a  ftyle 
of  the  ftricleft  ceconomy. 

There  are  very  few  rich  people  here ;  hardly  any  of  the  nobility  have  more  than 
30,000  florins  a  year,  and  mod  of  the  beft  houfes  have  only  from  15  to  20,000.  As  to 
the  common  people,  they  are  always  crying  out  on  the  want  of  money,  the  dearnefs  of 
provifions,  and  the  little  that  is  to  be  got  here  by  induftry  ;  and,  if  they  compare  things 
as  they  are  now,  with  what  they  were  under  the  late  Elector,  they  have  certainly  fome 
reafon  for  their  complaints,  but  I  know  no  city  in  Germany,  where  there  is  fuch  a 
general  appearance  of  eafe  and  plenty  as  there  is  here ;  extreme  poverty  is  as  rare  as 
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overgrown  fortunes.  The  money  in  circulation  is  for  the  moft  part  thrown  into  motion 
by  the  induflry  of  the  people,  a  thing  which,  more  than  any  thing  elfe,  diftinguifhes  this 
place  from  Vienna  and  Munich,  which  fubfift  only  by  the  expences  of  the  court,  and  the 
vices  of  the  nobility. 

This  fmgle  town  contains  more  manufacturers  and  ufeful  artifts  than  all  Bavaria. 
They  make  a  large  quantity  of  ferges,  woollen,  and  filk  cloths,  &c.  with  which  they 
carry  on  a  great  trade  all  through  Germany.  As  the  money  is  got  by  fuch  hard  labour 
it  is  not  matter  of  wonder  that  they  fhould  be  fparing  of  it. 

The  circumflances  which  the  country  was  in  during  the  reign  of  the  late  Eleftor,  are 
by  no  means  the  moft  favourable  to  political  profperity.  They  remind  one  of  a  body 
which  takes  too  much  food  and  too  little  exercife,  for  the  fluids  to  be  equally  diflributed 
through  ihe  feveral  canals.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  with  whom  I  have 
talked  on  the  fubjeft,  have  been  forced  to  allow,  that  even  during  the  time  in  which 
the  court  was  in  its  greateft  fplendour,  there  was  much  more  poverty  amongfl;  the  lower 
clafTes  than  there  is  at  prefent.  The  prodigality  of  the  higher  orders  had  tainted  their 
inferiors,  and  the  eafe  with  which  it  was  to  be  got  leffened  the  value  of  money  in  the 
eyes  of  the  poffefibrs.  The  greatell  part  of  it  went  to  foreigners,  without  firft  circu- 
lating, as  it  fhould  have  done,  amongft  the  natives.  Flatterers,  pimps,  whores,  pro- 
jectors, dancers,  fingers,  and  the  like,  divided  the  booty  of  the  court  amongft  them,  and 
carried  the  greateft  part  of  it  out  of  the  country  ;  only  thofe  who  were  near  the  court 
partook  in  any  confiderable  degree  of  the  fpoils  ;  the  remainder  was  loft  in  fo  many  nar- 
row channels,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  never  got  a  (hare  of  it.  Indeed  Munich 
is  a  vifible  inftance  in  our  own  day  how  httle  even  the  moft  unlimited  paflion  of  a,  court 
for  pleafure  and  expence  can  contribute  tp  the  well-being  and  true  happinefs  of  the  in- 
habitants of  a  great  city.  I  am  ready,  however,  to  allow  that  there  is  lefs  mirth  here 
than  there  was  formerly  ;  at  leaft  it  is  certain  that  the  natural  good  humour  and  jo- 
vialty,  which  nature  has  given  to  thefe  people,  is  often  clouded  over  with  a  certain  me- 
lancholy ;  this  may  be  occafioned,  as  at  Paris,  by  the  recoHei5lion  of  their  great  debts, 
but  I  rather  think  it  is  owing  to  their  uncommon  and  extraordinary  ceconomy,  and  the 
reftraint  this  throws  on  the  freedom  of  their  minds.  It  is,  however,  certainly  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  provident  caft,  that  there  is  more  true  pleafure  to  be  met  with  here  than 
in  any  town  of  Germany  I  have  hitherto  vifited.  The  people  of  Vienna  and  Munich 
know  no  other  delight  than  to  fill  their  paunches,  divert  themfelves  with  the  nonfenfe  of 
a  harlequin,  and  play  at  nine  pins.  All  the  gardens  of  the  inns  oi  Vienna  are  laid  out 
in  bowling-greens  ;  I  reckoned  twenty  of  them  in  one  garden.  Here  they  know  how 
to  mix  intelleftual  pleafures  with  fenfual  ones.  They,  Hke  us,  are  in  the  habit  of  making 
fmall  country  parties,  and  have  a  tafte  for  the  various  beauties  of  nature  ;  even  amongft 
the  middling  ranks  there  is  a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts,  and  reading  is  almoft  univerfal  y 
nor  is  the  latter,  as  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany,  confined  within  the  narrow 
bounds  of  plays  and  romances,  but  it  extends  to  good  books  of  hiftory,  morality,  and 
other  important  fubjeds.  The  fociety  of  nobles  have  a  reader  with  a  title  and  appoint- 
ments. I  think  Mr.  Pilati's  obfervation  of  the  difference  there  is  betwixt  theProteftant 
and  Catholic  parts  of  Germany  in  this  refpeft  a  veryjuft  one  :  he  fays,  that  the  young 
men  of  twenty  in  the  former  know  more  than  many  old  Hterati  by  profeffion  do  in  th^ 
latter.  The  difference  ftruck  me  fo  much  that  I  felt  as  if  1  had  juft  come  out  of  Spain 
into  France.  All  that  they  are  endeavouring  with  fo  much  clatter  to  introduce  into  the 
fchools  of  Vienna,  feems  to  have  been  done  here  fome  generations  ago.  A  few  days 
fmce,  I  vifited  a  fchool  in  a  village  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  and  found  more 
order  and  real  inftrudion  in  it  than  in  the  beft  fchools  at  Vienna.    The  moft  ordinary 
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people  here  difplay  in  every  thing  a  nice  acquaintfince  with  wliatever  regards  good  man- 
ners, and  the  conduft  of  Ibcial  life.  In  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  country,  excepting 
only  a  fmall  ftrip  of  Suabia,  a  common  citizen  is  a  flranger  in  his'own  circle,  and  thinks 
of  nothing  in  thecourfe  of  the  week  but  how  to  guttle  on  the  Sunday. 

The  contrail  betwixt  the  women  ot  the  two  countries  is  equally  ftriking.  Thofe  of 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany  have  nothing  but  their  beauty,  but  thefe  have  beauty 
and  animation  toq.  They  appear,  however,  foon  to  fade,  and  I  faw  few  women  pall 
thirty,  in  whom  the  marks  of  old  age  were  not  apparent.  Poffibly  this  may  be  owing 
in  fome  degree  to  their  extreme  vivacity  ;  but  I  Ihould  rather  think  it  owing  to  the  (len- 
der nourifhment,  joined  to  their  great  Jabour  and  the  weight  of  their  domeftic  cares. 
The  Bavarian  women  perhaps  excel  thofe  of  Drefden  in  complexion,  but  the  latter  are 
much  better  made,  and  their  countenances  are  much  more  interelting. 

The  theatres  here  are  in  the  fame  ftate  as  all  other  public  amufements  which  require 
expence.  The  inhabitants  are  too  oeconomical  to  pay  for  an  entertainment,  which  the 
court  formerly  gave  them  for  nothing,  and  the  lofs  of  which  is  eafily  made  up  for  by  the 
charms  of  their  private  focieties.  A  few  years  ago,  there  was  one  of  the  belt  company 
of  comedians  in  all  Germany  here ;  the  manager,  Mr.  Seller,  had  no  fettled  abode,  but 
ufed  to  vifit  the  fair  of  Leipfick,  and  the  other  neighbouring  cities,  where  he  got  toge- 
ther all  the  a£tors  he  could  pick  up  from  different  parts  of  the  world,  fo  that  his  com- 
pany was  at  one  time  feventy-feven  perfons  if  rong.  He  gave  uncommon  falarics  for 
the  mailer  of  a  drolling  company  to  give.  Madam  Heimett,  one  of  the  bell  fingers  in 
Germany,  and  now  firfl;  finger  to  the  court  of  Mentz,  had  2000  thalers,  near  200I.  a 
year  from  him ;  at  that  time,  however,  he  could  eafily  afford  to  do  thefe  things,  as  no 
people  in  Germany  were  more  attached  to  theatrical  amufements  than  the  people  of 
Leipfick  and  thofe  of  Drefden.  But  thefe  times  are  gone  by,  and  their  being  fo  con- 
vinces me  that  th»  people  of  this  place  have  founder  heads  than  thofe  of  Vienna,  Mu- 
nich, and  other  places.  Mr.  Seller  has  latterly  met  with  fo  little  encouragement  here, 
that  after  having  contracted  debt  upon  debt,  and  tried  his  fortune  on  the  Rhine,  in  the 
end  he  is  become  a  bankrupt.  At  prefent  the  court  has  a  national  theatre  on  the  fame 
plan  with  that  of  Vienna ;  that  is,  it  pays  the  expences  and  takes  the  receipts  ;  thefe 
lafl,  however,  are  not  very  confiderable,  owing  to  the  frugality  of  the  people,  fo  that  it 
is  probable  this  theatre  will  ceafe  as  the  court  theatre  did  at  the  beginning  of  the  Bava- 
rian war.  Private  theatres,  efpecialiy  thofe  where  children  are  the  aftors,  flourilh  much 
more  here  than  the  national  one  does. 

One  of  the  moft  honourable  and  beautiful  charaderiftics  which  dillinguiflies  the  Sax- 
ons from  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  Germany,  is  their  warm  attachment  for  their 
native  country,  and  the  intereft  they  take  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  it;  even  far  down 
in  the  middling  ranks,  every  body  here  feems  acquainted  with  the  circumdancesof  both 
court  and  country :  it  v/as  here  that  I  heard,  for  the  fird  time,  the  words  my  country  pro- 
nounced with  energy,  and  a  kind  of  intelligent  and  honourable  pride.  The  ladies  of  tiie 
place  ufe  their  gallantry  as  ours  do,  as  a  fpur  to  make  the  men  do  their  duty  ;  they  bear 
a  Ihare  in  converfation  on  war,  treaties,  and  every  bufinefs  of  ftate  ;  they  love  their  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  and  fpeak  with  pleafure  of  the  adions  in  which  they  have  dillinguifh- 
ed  themfelves.  I'he  younger  officers  recommend  themfelves  to  them  by  alfuming  a 
military  air,  which  in  my  opinion  is  unbecoming.  Whenever  they  happen  to  mention 
the  minilters  who  betrayed  their  country,  it  is  always  with  contempt  and  abhorrence.— 
Though  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  not  done  much  to  gain  their  affedions,  they  fpeak  with 
wonder  of  his  gremt  adions,  and  think  with  all  mankind,  that  it  would  have  been  better 
for  all  parties  if  they  had  attached  themfelves  to  him,  iaftead  of  uniting  with  the  Audri- 
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ans,  towards  whom,  the  perfon  of  the  Emperor  alone  excepted,  every  body  fhew  s  great 
animofity,  notwithftanding  all  that  the  country  has  fuffered  from  the  King  of  Pruflia. 
In  a  word,  brother,  it  is  as  if  I  was  at  home,  where  a  participation  in  the  common  in- 
terefts  of  the  country  animates  every  fociety,  and  is  the  life  and  foul  of  all  company. 

The  Saxon  troops  have  a  very  martial  appearance  ;  they  are  not,  however,  fo  well  difci- 
plined  as  the  Auftrian  or  Pruflian  ones,  nor  yet  fo  fliff ;  they  are  like  the  Englifh,  who  are 
only  foldiers  when  they  are  in  aftion,  and  do  not  trouble  themfelves  much  about  the  bufi- 
nefs  at  other  times.  They  are  as  brave  as  any  thing  you  can  call  brave,  but  at  this  time 
■of  day  bravery  alone  is  not  fufficient.  They  tell  you  a  (lory  of  them  which  would  appear 
ridiculous,  perhaps,  in  the  eyes  of  a  Pruflian  or  Auftrian  commander,  but  which  mull 
recommend  them  to  a  friend  of  human  nature,  and  a  citizen  of  the  world.  The  officers 
of  a  Saxon  regiment  of  dragoons,  which  made  part  of  the  army  that  fought  againft 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  in  Bohemia,  took  an  o3.i\\,fub  dio,  that  they  would  put  to  death 
any  of  their  number  who  fhould  run  away  in  action. 

Of  late  there  is  a  projeft  kt  on  foot  to  put  the  army,  which  confifts  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  men,  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  Pruflian  one,  but  hitherto  the  reform  has 
not  gone  very  deep  ;  and,  for  my  own  part  I  believe  it  to  be  as  mad  a  fcheme  as  it  would 
be  to  attempt  maldng  an  Englifh  army  adopt  Pruifian  tadics. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

Drefden. 
IT  is  owing  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  that  the  Saxons  arepoflefTed  of  a  ouite 
ilifferent  fpirit  from  that  of  the  Bavarians  or  Auflrians.  The  power  of  the  Elector  is 
more  limited  than  that  of  any  other  fovereign  in  Germany.  The  Saxon  ftates  have  had 
fpirit  enough  to  maintain  themfelves  in  the  poffeflion  of  their  rights,  which  mod  of  the 
ftates  belonging  to  the  other  countries  have  loft  more  through  their  own  negligence  and 
cowardice  than  by  the  defpotifm  of  the  princes. 

The  court  cannot  make  the  fmalleft  law  without  the  confent  of  the  ftates ;  thefe  are 
made  up  of  three  orders,  the  abbots  of  Merfebiirg,  Meifcn,  and  Naunbiirg,  as  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  clergy  ;  the  count  Schzuartzbiirg,  Solms,  Stollbiirg,  and  Schtujibiirg,  as  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  higher  nobility,  and  the  univerfities  of  Leipfick,  and  Wirtemberg, 
compofe  the  firft;  thefecond  confifts  of  the  gentry  belonging  to  the  feven  circles  of  the 
empire ;  the  number  of  thefe  is  uncertain.  A  member  of  this  body,  befides  eight  quar- 
ters of  nobility  on  the  fide  of  both  father  and  mother,  muft  poffefs  a  freehold  eftate ; 
but  if,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  he  has  even  three  or  four  of  them,  he  has  only  a  fmgle 
vote  ;  fo  that  the  exercife  of  the  oiSce  is  more  attached  to  the  perfon  than  the  property. 
The  reprefentatives  of  the  tewns,  in  number  one  hundred  and  two,  from  the  third  or- 
der. The  general  aflemblies  meet  only  every  fix  years,  but  there  is  a  deputation,  which 
■commonly  aflembles  every  two  years,  to  confider  of  all  the  extraordinary  cafes  that  come 
before  it.  '1  hefe  ftates  do  not  only  direft  the  levy  of  taxes,  and  attend  to  the  payment 
of  debts,  but  they  watch  o^qx jidei  commijfa,  the  maintenance  of  the  eftabliihed  religion, 
the  non-alienation  of  the  eleftoral  lands,  and  various  other  matters.  The  conftitution  of 
the  Lawfnijs  is  the  fame  in  every  refpe£t. 

The  payment  of  the  debts  is  what  gives  them  the  moft  employmen^;  the  whole  of 
thefe  amount  to  26,000,000  of  thalers,  of  Saxon  money,  or  fomething  more  than 
2,600,000  pounds.  They  pay  every  year  about  1,200,000  guiWers,  or  154,100 
pounds. 
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If  you  add  to  this,  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  interefl,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before 
ihe  debt  is  paid. 

But  notwithllanding  this,  the  ftate  treafury  is  in  very  good  credit,  as  it  is  fecure  fronv 
all  manoeuvres  of  the  court,  and  dirtin^ruiflicd  by  the  moil  exacl  rectitude  :  when  the 
<;ountry  was  almoft  exhauRed  by  the  diftrelTes  of  the  lalt  war,  and  its  credit  much  im- 
paired, the  bills  fell  coiifiderably  ;  this  gave  rife  to  the  J'peculations  of  feme  foreip-n  and 
domcftic  merchants,  who  bought  up  the  bills  at  a  low  price.  Three  years,  however, 
were  not  elapfed  before  it  became  viable  that  the  country  had  fuflicient  refources,  and 
the  paper  role  to  its  original  value.  Moll  of  the  fpeculators  gained  from  50  to  60  per 
cent.  The  wonderful  alteration  (truck  the  merchants  of  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  Bremen, 
and  Holland,  and  the  ftates  proceeded  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  debts,  whicli  by  this 
manoeuvre  have  been  already  in  a  great  degree  difcharged  by  their  fubjciis. 

The  revenue  of  the  country  amounts  to  about  6,20c, 000  thalers,  or  about  620,000 
pounds.  The  taxes  are  all  appropriated  by  the  ftatcs  to  fpecific  purpofes ;  nor  can  the 
Elector  make  any  alteration  in  the  deftination  of  them  without  iheir  confent..  He  has 
his  own  privy  purfe,  to  the  fupply  of  which  particular  revenues  are  alfo  appropriated. 
The  ftates  have  agreed,  that  the  army  fhall  be  increafed  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the 
debts  leffen.  Each  prince  of  the  blood  has  a  revenue  of  50,000  thalers,  or  about  5000!. 
which,  as  the  prefent  family  is  exceeding  numerous,  is  a  confiderable  article.  The  Im- 
perial court  confidered  it  as  a  great  act  of  condefcenfion,  to  fuffer  a  Saxon  prince  of  this 
court  to  marry  the  Archduchefs  Chriftina  ;  but  the  Saxons  tell  you,  that,  great  as  the 
honour  was,  it  would  have  been  flill  greater  if  the  magnificence  of  the  Imperial  court 
had  enabled  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen  to  do  without  this  allowance. 

There  are  few  countries  in  Germany,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  it,  produce 
as  good  a  revenue  as  Saxony.  It  is  true  that  the  taxes  are  very  high,  but  there  are  few 
other  countries  who  have  ftrength  enough  to  bear  fuch  ;  and  as  the  exchequer  is  in  the 
hands  of  true  patriots,  and  effedtually  fecured  againfl  any  attempts  of  the  court,  what  is 
paid  is  fure  to  be  employed  to  the  befl  advantage  of  the  country. 

There  is  nothing  more  ftriking  in  the  political  world,  than  the  difference  betwixt  Ba- 
varia  and  Saxony.  Both  countries  are  of  an  equal  fize,  and  enjoy  an  equal  number  of 
natural  advantages.  Both  have  alfo  a  conftitution,  only  the  Bavarians  have  of  late  years 
fold,  and  even  paid  away  their  privileges;  both  are  parts  of  a  circle,  and  yet  the  firit 
contains  eighteen  large,  and  two  hundred  and  fix  fmal!  towns  ;  whereas  the  latter  has 
only  forty  in  all,  amongft  which  there  is  not  one,  Munich  only  excepted,  that  is  to  bo 
compared,  I  do  not  fay  in  riches,  but  in  population,  with  the  fmalleft  of  the  eighteen 
Saxon  towns;  and  there  are  at  leafl  fifty  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  fix  fmall  Saxon 
towns,  which  are  richer  than  the  richeit  of  the  Bavarian  ones.  Saxony  has  one  million 
nine  hundred  thoufand  ;  Bavaria,  one  million  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. The  firfl:  raifes  above  eleven  million  of  guilders ;  the  latter  not  more  than  fix 
millions.  Saxony  has  a  much  greater  debt,  but  the  debt  is  in  the  way  to  be  paid,  and 
the  country  was  able  to  raife  twenty  thoufand  men  to  join  the  Pruflian  army  in  refcuing 
Bavaria  from  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  whilft  Bavaria  could  only  raife  fix  thoufand  men,,, 
in  order  to  have  the  appearance  of  entering  a  proteftation  againfl  the  Auftrian  preten- 
fions,  and  its  debts  remain  unpaid. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  Germany  to  afcribe  thefe  political  differences  to  the  difference 
of  religion ;  but  why  then  does  not  the  fame  religion  produce  the  fame  effefts  in  France, 
Tufcany,  Genoa,  Venice,  the  Imperial  Netherlands,  and  Auflria,  all  which  are  flourifh- 
ing  countries,  notwithflanding  that  the  inhabitants  are  not  Proteftants  ?  Shall  we  fay, 
that  the  catholicifm  of  Bavaria  is  of  a  better  kind  for  the  purpofes  of  theology,  and 
of  a  worfe  for  thofe  of  politics  ;  or  that  the  fault  lies  chiefly  in  the  government,  which  has 
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the.fame  influence  on  religion  as  the  air  has  on  the  barometer  ?  Religious  enthufiafm  is 
not  of  itfelf  hurtful  to  induflry  and  focial  virtues,  as  is  evident  by  the  example  of  the 
Englidi  independants  and  Quakers,  who  are  aSive  and  alert  enough,  notwithftanding 
their  religious  creed.  No  religion  neceflarily  requires  a  corruption  of  manners,  wan- 
tonnefs,  or  lazinefs.  When,  therefore,  a  religion  proves  hurtful  to  the  (late,  it  arifes 
from  the  mode  of  education,  the  manners,  the  government,  and  other  local  circum- 
llances.  Under  a  weakadminiftration  religion  breaks  out  into  abufe,  from  the  interefted 
views  of  its  minifters,  and  the  folly  and  ftupidity  of  the  people  ;  but  every  other  human 
iaflitution  does  the  fame  ;  fo  that  I  believe  every  religion,  like  every  government,  to  be 
good,  when  it  is  well  adminiftered.  A  wife  and  efficient  regency  is  omnipotent  ;  and 
the  example  of  Peter  the  Great  has  ftiewn  clearly  enough,  that  a  wife  man  may  make 
every  religion  contribute  to  render  a  (late  flouriihing.  With  refpefl:  to  opinions,  the 
religion  of  the  multitude  is  nearly  alike  in  all  places.  It  almoft  univerfally  confilts  in  a 
blind  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of  the  pried.  I  have  feen  enough  to  convince  me  of 
this,  in  fome  Proteftant  countries,  which  pafs  for  the  mod  enlightened  in  religious  mat- 
ters. The  great  difference  betwixt  mankind,  that  by  which  fome  are  made  good  and 
others  bad  citizens,  depends  upon  the  morals,  which  are  a  confequence  of  the  education, 
and  with  which  religious  opinions  have  little  to  do.  I  fliall  make  you  underftand  my 
fentiments  on  this  fubjefl:  better  in  my  next  letter,  in  which  I  mean  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  reformation,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  help  communicating  fome  remarks  I 
have  made  upon  the  fubjecl  in  my  journey  through  Germany,  as  they  ferve  toilluftrate 
niy  pofition. 

In  almoft  all  the  Catholic  ftates  I  have  travelled  through,  I  have  met  with  Italians  who 
were  moft  of  them  in  affluence.     All  thefe  came  beggars  into  Germany,  and  have  made 
their  fortunes  in  a  foreign  country,  without  any  domeitic  affiftance  whatfoever.     It  is  net 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,   that  almoft  all  the  rich  merchants  in  the  middling 
and  lefTer  ftates  of  Germany  were  Italians.     I  think  this  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the  in- 
duftry  and  frugality  by  which  thefe  people  have  made  their  fortunes,  are  no  attributes  of 
a  particular  mode  of  religion,  but  arife  from  circumftances  in  the  local  charafter,  which 
moftly  takes  its  colour  from  education.      The  frugal,  deep-thinking  and  induftrlous 
Waljbcs  have  capital  fufficient  in  their  charafter,  eafily  to  gain  an  advantage  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  worldly  matters,  over  the  lazy,   diffipated,  and  ftupid  German   Roman 
Catholics,  though  the  religion  of  both  be  the  fame.     I  have  fpoken  with  fome  of  thefe 
Italian /)^r^'f?u«,  who  complained  bitterly,  that  it  was  much  more  difficult  to  make  a  for- 
tune in  Germany  now  than  it  had  formerly  been.     No  doubt  but  that  this  is  owing  to  a 
much  better  mode  of  education  having  been  introduced  by  the  government  atnongft  the 
people  with  whom  they  have  to  do.  Is  there  any  man  who  is  not  aftonifhed  at  the  difierent 
degrees  of  induftry  which  prevail  among  the  Italians  themfelves  ?  and  yet  they  have  all 
the  fame  religion.     There  is,  perhaps,  lefs  fuperftition  at  Rome,  than  in  any  part  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  world  ;  but  are  the  Romans  therefore  more  induftrious  than  the  Ge- 
noefe,  who  are  the  groffeft  bigots  known  ?  Mind,  I  am  not  fpeaking  of  the  difcipline  of 
the  church,  nor  of  the  riches  of  the  cloyfters,  nor  yet  oi  ybiiiates,  Palliums,  difpenfations, 
and  other  popifh  tributes,  nor  even  of  the  ulurpation  of  the  fpiritual  power  and  the  like, 
all  of  which  may  be  very  hurtful  to  a  ftate,  but  do  not  belong  to  the  effence  of  religion. 
'I  he  difpute  is  only  on  the  influence  which  fpeculative  opinions  have  on  the  induftry  of 
men.     In  my  opinion  they  have  none.     It  is  an  obfervation  every  day  made,  that  a  man 
may  be  the  moft  fuperftitious  of  mortals  in  fome  things,  and  yet  the  fharpeft  and-moft 
clear-fighted  of  all  mankind  in  others  ;    nor  are  the  Saxons,  according  to  my  way  of 
thinking,  indebted  to  their  more  philofophical  religion,  for  the  greater  degree  of  happi- 
jiefs  they  enjoy  as  citizens. 
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The  religion  of  the  court  of  this  place  is  not  well  calculated  to  leffeii  the  prejudices 
of  the  Saxon  public  againfl:  Cathollcifm.  It  is  formed  upon  the  Jcfult  plan,  and  I  have 
already  told  you,  that  the  German  Jefults  are  of  all  monks  the  greatefl:.  I  was  told  an 
anecdote,  which  is  certainly  true,  and  does  the  court  ecclefianics  no  great  honour.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  the  Jefults  were  afraid  that  the  fovereign  might  change 
the  national  religion  ;  for,  befides  that  he  was  at  that  time  very  young,  he  loved  his 
people,  and  had  overtures  made  him  on  the  fubjeft.  The  Elcftrefs  too,  a  very  pene- 
trating, and  in  every  refpeft,  amiable  woman,  was  much  diflatisfied  with  the  Jefults.  To 
prevent  innovations,  a  fpedre  appeared  to  the  Duke,  and  after  having  threatened  him 
with  all  the  torments  of  hell-fire,  if  he  ventured  to  make  the  purpofed  change,  forbad 
him  to  fay  any  thuig  of  what  had  happened,  and  promifed  to  return  again  at  a  certain 
period.     The  Duke  was  very  penfive  for  fome  time,  at  length  his  wife,  who  loved  him 

as  he  deferved,  wrung  the  fecret  from  him,  and  told  it  to  the  prince  of who  waited 

for  the  fpirit  on  the  appointed  night,  and  put  him  to  death  with  his  Spanifli  toledo.  The 
following  day  he  came  into  company  and  faid,  "  I  have  favcd  myfelf  the  paymen,;  of 
500  thalers,  by  accidentally  killing  my  confeffor." 

Notwithftanding  his  little  tinge  of  German  jefuirifm,  the  Eleftor  Is  a  mod  amiable 
prince  ;  he  knows  none  of  the  vices,  which  princes  who  are  obliged  to  truft  the  greatefl 
part  of  their  bufinefs  to  their  minlllers,  generally  addifl:  themfelves  to.  He  has  alfo 
underftanding  and  aOivity  fufficient  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  important  affairs,  which 
he  often  carries  through  entirely,  either  by  his  perfonal  exertions,  or  the  orders  he  gives 
for  the  purpofe.  All  his  mlnlfters  llkewife  are  men  who  deferve  his  confidence.  They 
are  well  informed  and  induftrious  patriots,  who,  both  with  regard  to  foreign  affairs  and 
internal  adminiftration,  follow  a  uniform  fyftem,  a  thing  amongfl  many  others,  by  which 
they  diflingulfli  themfelves  fi'om  the  Bavarian  miniflers.  Their  entering  into  the  Ba- 
varian war,  as  they  did  forae  years  ago,  was  a  certain  proof  of  their  not  being  wanting 
in  fpirit,  though  their  hands  were  fomewhat  cramped  by  the  Internal  clrcumftances  of 
the  country.  When  once  the  money,  which  now  goes  towards  difcharging  the  interefl 
and  principal  of  the  debts,  can  be  applied  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  and  the 
court  is  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  Its  whole  ftrength,  no  doubt  the  minifter  will  take  other 
ground  than  that  he' now  ftands  upon.  The  country  will  then  be  In  a  flate  to  keep  up 
an  army  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  men,  without  any  uncommon  exertion,  and  of  courfe 
will  be  always  able  to  maintain  a  neutrality.  As  things  are  now  circumftanced,  it  mufl: 
neceffarlly  take  a  fiJe,  and  attach  itfelf  either  to  PrufTia  or  Auflria.  As  long  as  the 
peace  lafts,  it  gives  equal  hopes  to  both  fides ;  but  In  cafe  of  a  breach,  it  will,  in  my 
opinion.  Incline  rather  to  the  PrufTian  than  the  Auflrlan  party,  not  merely  on  account 
of  the  attempts  which  the  Auftrians  are  daily  making  to  enllave  the  empire,  and  the 
weight  which  their  enormous  power  gives  to  ihofe  attempts,  but  becaufe  the  Saxons,  on 
their  part,  have  many  private  reafons  for  being  diffatlsfied  with  the  condud  of  the 
Imperial  court  towards  them. 

The  difference  there  Is  betwixt  the  religion  of  the  Prince  and  that  of  the  people,  has 
no  effeft  on  the  national  bufinefs.  It  is  not  therefore  probable  that  this  court  will  ever' 
facrifice  its  religion  to  its  temporal  Interefls,  as  Auguflus  did  when  he  afcended  the 
throne  of  Poland,  if  they  fhould  come  into  competition. 

In  Germany  religion  is  naturally  various.  The  Houfe  of  Wirtemberg  has  every  feft 
of  Chrilf  endom  In  it.  The  family  of  Prince  Frederic  Eugene  is  Lutheran  ;  the  Great 
Dutchefs  has  embraced  the  Greek  religion,  and  the  bride  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Tufcany  will,  no  doubt,  turn  Catholic.  As  there  are  llkewife  prlncefTes  of*Brandenburg 
in  this  houfe,  it  has  aFo  a  mixture  of  Calvinlfm  In  it.     Certainly  this  Is  the  furefl  way 
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to  fpread  toleration  tliroughout  Europe,  and  the  friends  of  mankind  are  much  indebted 
to  the  princes  of  Germany  for  it.  With  refpeft  to  the  Saxons,  if  the  reigning  monarcl'i 
were  a  prince  of  Icfs  fenfe  than  he  is,  they  are  perfectly  fafe  from  the  fear  of  all  religi- 
ous perfecutioiiS.  The  Rates  have  fo  limited  his  power  in  this  refpeft,  as  to  oblige  him 
to  have  only  two  Catholic  privy  counfellors.  This  is  the  reafon  why,  notv/ithftanding 
the  animofity  of  the  Saxons  againft  the  Catholics,  which  is  much  greater  than  molt 
people  imagine,  they  have  a  great  aflei^ion  for  their  prince. 


LETTER  XLIV. 

Leipfick. 

SAXONY  is  a  princely  country,  brother.  I  have  taken  a  confiderable  tour,  and  have 
come  hither  through  the  Ertzgeberg,  over  Freyberg,  Marienberg,  Annaberg,  and  then 
over  Swickau,  and  Altenburg.  One  would  imagine  that  the  number  of  hills  which 
border  Bohemia  muft  be  entirely  undermined.  Thejce  are  pits  upon  pits  dug  in  them, 
and  all  the  valleys  refound  with  hammers.  A  more  induftrious  people  than  the  Saxons 
I  have  not  yet  feen.  The  whole  chain  of  mountains  is  filled  with  men,  who  force  their 
nourifliment  from  the  naked  woods.  They  not  only  work  flones  and  minerals  in  every 
poflible  way  you  can  conceive,  but  every  town  has  befides  fome  manufadure  of  linen, 
lace,  ribbands,  cotton,  handkerchiefs,  flannel,  or  fomething  elfe,  which  takes  up  an  in- 
numerable quantity  of  hands.  When  fafhion,  or  the  caprice  of  their  neighbours,  ruin 
one  manufaftory,  they  have  always  ten  others  to  fet  up  to  make  up  for  the  lofs. 

Freyberg  contains  upwards  of  twenty-five  thoufand,  and  Swickau  upwards  of  fifteen 
thoufand  inhabitants.  The  other  cities  I  faw  are  like  the  market  towns,  uncommonly 
populous  and  animated.  The  fame  induftry  and  eafy  circumftances  are  met  with  oia 
the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  throughout  the  Laufits,  whither  I  made  an  excurfion  from 
Drefden.  BaulTen,  Gorlifs,  and  Zittaw,  are  flately  cities,  full  of  trade  and  bufinefs. 
What  a  contrafl  with  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany !  an  immenfe  trad,  throughout 
the  whole  of  which  I  did  not  fee  a  fingle  place,  excepting  the  refidence  of  the  court,, 
and  fome  Imperial  cities,  which  could  bear  a  comparifon  with  any  of  thefe  Saxon  towns. 
You  would  imagine  that  the  Ertzgeberg  and  foreft  of  Thuringia,  had  been  fet  by  Pro- 
vidence as  the  limits  betwi.xt  light  and  darknefs,  induftry  and  lazinefs,  freedom  and. 
flavery,  riches  and  poverty.  Pollibly  you  cannot  find  in  the  whole  world  fo  ftrong  a 
contrail  betwixt  two  people,  who  are  fo  near  each  other,  as  there  is  between  the  Saxons 
and  Bohemians ;  and  yet  nature  has  doile  infinitely  more  for  the  laft  than  Ihe  has  for- 
the  firft. 

The  mines  are  an  inexhauRible  fource  of  riches  to  this  country  ;  they  almoft  all  be- 
long to  companies  of  private  men.  The  works  are  divided  into  certain  portions,  part  of 
which  the  company  works  free  of  cofts  for  the  court,  which  receives  what  is  got  fronr 
them.  The  revenue  of  the  court,  from  all  the  mines  of  the  country,  is  eftimated  at 
400,000  guilders,  which  is  hardly  a  fifth  part  of  what  they  produce.  A  ftill  much 
more  confiderable  ium  is  gained  by  manuiafturing  the  produce,  as  very  little  of  it  is 
exported  raw.  The  Saxons  prepare  fteel  and  copper,  and  have  a  great  number  of  gold 
and  filver  manufaftories.     The  Saxon  arms  are  known  all  over  the  world. 

The  Saxons  have  diftinguilhed  themfelves  by  their  Ikill  in  mining  all  over  Europe. 
It  is  fpoken  of  even  by  Spanifh  and  Neapolitan  writers.  Their  ftrong  bodies,  their  in- 
defatigable induftry,  and  their  good  underftanding,  particularly  qualify  them  for  this 
kind  of  employment,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  molt  complicated  and  laborious  of  all 
human  occupations,  and  which  requires  the  greateft  variety  of  knowledge  to  bring  to 
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perfeftlon.  In  my  opinion,  mining  is  oile  of  the  ftrongeil  charafterilllcs  which  diftin- 
guillies  the  Germans,  particularly  the  Saxons,  from  our  countrynici.  The  Frenchman, 
though  much  quicker,  is  eafily  conquered  by  difficuhie.s,  is  difpirited  when  the  firll  heat 
does  not  get  the  better  of  the  oppofition,  is  fond  of  changing  the  objeft  of  his  puduit, 
is  defirous  of  getting  a  great  deal  at  once,  in  a  word,  is  only  adapted  to  enterprizes, 
which  require  a  quick  coiuprehenfive  genius  and  readinefs  ;  he  is  ccnfequently  much 
lefs  fit  for  this  work,  than  the  cold,  pcnfive,  inquifitive,  penetrating,  preferving,  and  in- 
defatigable German,  who  can  employ  himfelf  in  the  n\oll:  unthankful  offices  without 
being  weary.  No  doubt,  there  are  many  valuable  mines  in  the  Frencli  dominions. 
Every  body  knows  the  projects  of  Colbert  and  his  fucceifors.  They  have  been  taken 
up  again  in  our  own  time  by  M.  Turgot ;  but  the  genius  of  the  nation  has  hitherto  coun- 
teracted every  effort  of  the  kind  that  lias  been  made. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  fmallefl:  villages  in  the  Saxon  mountains,  though  often  fluit 
out  from  the  world  by  hills  on  each  fide,  are  more  polilhed,  better  bred,  and  more 
alive,  than  thofe  of  the  largefl:  towns  in  the  fouth  of  Germany. 

Reading  is  almoft  univerfal  in  this  country ;  fociability  and  hofpitality  accompany  and 
encourage  the  hardell  labour;  even  the  focieties  of  the  inferior  ranks  are  didinguiflied 
by  the  liberality,  knowledge  of  the  world,  wit,  and  jollity  to  be  met  with  in  them.  'I'he 
women  are  throughout  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  fliapes,  the  animation  of  their 
looks,  and  their  infinite  fpirit,  eafe,  and  vivacity,  and  yet  they  are  quite  good  iiatured, 
and  admirable  houfewives.  The  men  hav^e  of  late,  indeed,  begun  to  complain  a  little, 
that  for  fome  time  part,  their  beautiful  partners  have  been  too  much  addidted  to  vanity  ; 
but  their  clamours  would  foon  ceafe,  if  the  women  were  to  unite  and  make  a  law,  that 
every  eighth  or  tenth  man  fhould  take  an  Audrian  or  Bavarian  wife  for  the  edification 
of  the  whole  community.  For  my  own  part,  the  article  of  drefs  alone  excepted,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  difcover  a  fingle  excrefcence  which  wants  pruning  ;  whereas  the  Bava- 
rian and  Auftrian  women,  befides  being  full  as  fond  of  drefs,  break  out  a  little  both  at 
bed  and  board,  and  do  not  concern  themfelves  at  all  with  domeftic  matters. 

The  uncommonly  large  population  of  this  country  expofes  the  inhabitants  to  no  fmall 
diftrefs  in  times  of  fcarcity.  The  land  does  not  produce  a  tenth  part  of  the  grain  ne- 
ceffary  foi*  the  confumption  of  the  people,  who  are  obliged  to  fupply  their  wants  from 
Bohemia.  The  uiuverfal  fcarcity  which  prevailed  in  Europe  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  was 
no  where  more  feverely  felt  than  here,  many  thoufands  died,  a  part  through  abfolute 
want,  and  a  part  from  being  obliged  to  eat  bad  provifions.  Great  numbers  were  in- 
debted for  their  lives  to  the  free-mafon's  lodges  at  Drefden,  Leipfick,  Fridhurg,  and 
other  places,  the  members  of  which  did  an  incredible  deal  for  the  relief  of  the  neceffities 
of  their  brethren.  If  any  country  (lands  in  need  of  granaries,  it  is  this.  As  foon  as  the 
fmallefl  fcarcity  is  perceived,  the  exportation  from  the  neighbouring  countries  is  flopped 
up,  and  the  Saxon  plains  are  too  much  peopled  eafily  to  bear  the  lofs  of  their  harvefl. 
Government  has  made  fome  regulations  ;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  it  is  impoffible  that  it  fliould  do  as  much  as  would  be  requifite  to  fecure  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  againfl  every  event. 

Confpicuous  as  the  induflry  and  commerce  of  this  people  is,  the  fituation  of  the 
farmer  amongfl  them  is  in  all  refpeQs  pitiable.  The  fault,  however,  is  in  tli^  conflitu- 
tion  of  the  country,  not  in  the  inhabitants,  who  are  a  frank,  diligent,  and  intelligent  peo- 
ple. No  doubt,  but  the  diflrefs  is  owing  to  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  hands  of  great 
farmers.  Along  the  foot  of  the  Ertzgebcrg  mountain,  and  in  the  plain,  you  can  hardly 
count  the  fteeplcs,  which  you  fee  on  all  fides  of  you.  The  number  of  villages  in  the 
Kleftoral  territory,  taking  in  the  Laiijits,  is  near  fix  thoufand.     I  faw  feveral  farmers 
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who  plough  with  one  ox  and  one  cow.  INIany  of  them  have  only  one  cow,  which  fur-- 
r.iflies  iliein  with  milk,  and  likeuiie  ierves  them  to  plough  with.  It  is  true,  indeed,  thai 
the  fine  and  light  foil  of  this  part  of  the  world  requires,  in  general,  no  uncommon  ex- 
ertion ;  but  it  is  JmpofliMe  that  afanner  fliould  do  well  with  fo  Httle  cattle.  You  eafily- 
dlfcovcr  in  their  houfekeepifjg,  that  they  are  obliged  to  cut  very  clofe.  Great  part  of 
them  live  upon  potatoes-,  cabbages,  and  turnips,  and  you  very  ieldom  fee  meat  at  their 
tables.  Their  attachment  to  cofiee  is  extremely  great;  it  is  the  only  nourilhment  oH 
fome  of  them  ;  and  the  pi^ofufe  ufe  they  make  of  it,  is  a  ftrong  contrail  with  their  pe- 
nurioufnefs  in  other  rclpt£l?.  It  is  made  in  large  pots,  but  is  fo  weak  as  to  have  hardly 
the  colour  of  the  berry,  Moll  likely  they  confider  it  as  the  cheapeft  and  moft  flrength- 
tning  of  liquors.  Their  cleanlinefs  in  the  midd  of  their  poverty  is  remarkable.  The 
Suabian  farmers  are  lords,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  Saxony,  and  on  the  whole,  the 
happieft  I  have"  yet  feen. 

Throughout  the  whole  level  country,  even  the  common  people  fpeak  good  German, 
and  fo,  excepting  in  the  mountains,  do  all  the  farmers.  There  is  no  province  in  Francs 
of  a  like  extent,  in  which  the  people  throughout  fpeak  French  as  well  as  the  Saxons  do 
German.  Some  miles  from  Leipfick  I  vifited  a  gentleman,  for  whom  I  had  letters  from 
Drefden,  on  his  eftate.  I  thought  myfelf  come  to  a  fchool  of  padoral  felicity,  and  I 
ihall  ever  look  upon  the  few  days  I  fpent  with  him  as  fome  of  the  happieft  ot  my  life. 
The  eftates  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  fmall,  as  the  Saxon  nobility  in  general  are  as  poor  as 
they  are  numerous  ;  but  it  is  to  this  very  poverty  that  they  owe  their  happinefs.  They 
underftand  how  to  unite  the  beautiful  with  the  ufeful,  tafte  with  fimplicity,  ceconomy 
with  various  amufements,  and  nature  with  art,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  that  bufi- 
nefs  which  other  men  look  upon  as  a  punilhment,  a  fource  of  endlefs  uninterrupted  fe- 
licity. They  relifh  pleaiure  as  epicureans  do  rich  wines,  which  they  keep  a  long  while 
on  the  palate,  in  order  to  relilh  the  flavour.  They  underftand  how  to  mix  the  amufe- 
ments and  the  occupations  of  the  country  fo  as  to  make  them  follow  each  other  in  agree- 
able fucceflion  fo  well,  that  it  is  worth  while  to  come  amongft  th^ni  to  read  Virgil's 
Georgics,  which  I  am  perfuaded  cannot  be  read  any  where  elfe  with  fo  much  pleaiure. 
Pifhing  is  a  very  weighty  and  moft  important  bufinefs  with  them,  and  the  art  has  been 
no  where  brought  to  fo  great  a  perfedion  as  it  is  here.  They  have  feparate  ponds  in 
•which  the  fifh  are  kept,  according  to  their  ages  and  with  different  intentions.  Thefe 
ponds  are  in  fallow  lands,  which  are  at  certain  times  broke  up  and  ploughed  again ;  fo 
that  the  eftate  reaps  a  double  advantage  by  this  method.  The  management  of  woods 
pnd  of  fheep  is  alfo  brought  to  a  great  degree  of  perfedion  here.  They  not  only 
cut  down  their  trees  with  great  judgment,  but  ftudy  the  art  of  planting,  and  what 
trees  are  fit  for  each  foil  with  fmgular  felicity.  I  am  perfuaded  that  we  Frenchmen 
might  learn  much  of  the  Saxons  on  this  head,  as  well  as  on  every  other  part  of  rural 
ceconon>y. 

The  Saxon  wool  is  famous  for  being  the  beft  in  Europe,  after  the  Spanifh  and 
Englifh  :  fometimes  it  is  ufed  raw,  fometimes  it  is  manufaftured  into  clothes,  ftock- 
ings,  and  gloves,  but  moft  generally  it  is  coloured  and  exported  as  a  manufadure.  The 
inimitable  blue  wools,  which  have  their  name  from  the  country,  are  brought  into 
France;  - 

To  thefe  various  pradical  and  theoretical  improvements  of  their  land,  the  nobility 
add  fmall  walks,  vifits  to  their  friends  in  town  and  country,  coHeclions  of  nature  and 
art,  attention  to  improve  the  fchools  of  their  diftrifts,  poetry,  and  mufick.  The  rich, 
amongft  whom  I  reckon  thofe  who  have  from  8  to  1 0,000  guilders  a  year,  (moft  of 
them  have  only  from  3  to  6,  and  feveral  from  8co  to  2000  guilders,)  come  to  town  for 

only 
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only  one  or  two  rhonths  in  the  year.  Their  daughters  are  the  loveliefl:  and  cleverefl: 
creatures  in  the  world.  Their  natural  feniibility  generally  coutracls  a  romantic  turn  in 
the  (tillnel's  of  the  country,  which  appears  in  their  converialion  and  actions,  and  leads 
them  to  take  unguarded  Iteps  in  the  firft  years  of  life.  Unequal  marriages  and  elope- 
ments are  extremely  frequent  here.  In  Suabia,  Bavaria,  and  Auftria,  I  met  with  Saxon 
gills  of  good  family,  who  in  the  laft  Silehan  war  had  euliltcd  with  officers  of  the  impe- 
rial and  circular  armies,  and  who  all  made  excellent  wives- and  mothers.  At  Prague  I 
met  with  a  Saxon  girl  of  a  good  family,  who  partly  from  a  cohfiderable  (hare  of  icnfi- 
bility,  as  flie  confelVed  herfelf  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  partly  from  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  world,  was  a  common  woman.  Lefling's  comedy,  Minna  von  Kirnheim,  which 
doubtlefs  you  have  read,  exhibits  fome  of  the  romantic  part  of  this  character,  but  in 
general  it  is  more  a  pitture  of  the  town  ladies.  The  country  girls  have  not  in  general 
the  coquetry  and  livelinefs  of  Minna  :  they  are  more  penfive  and  more  tender,  but  all 
of  them  are  as  handfome  as  angels.  The  kind  of  reading  in  fafliion  in  Germany,  which. 
is  moftly  novels  and  romances,  is  no  proper  nouriihment  forthe  ladies  of  Saxony,  who 
are  by  nature  of  fuch  inflammable  conilitutions. 

Leipfick  is  a  very  fmall,  but  very  handfome,  and  in  fome  places,  fplendid  city.  The 
-number  of  its  inhabitants,  reckoning  the  fuburbs,  amounts  to  near  thirty  thoufand  ;  it 
was  greater  formerly.  The  way  of  living  is  totally  different  from  any  1  have  hitherto 
feen  in  the  other  Saxon  towns.  IVIuch  more  luxury  and  profufion  reigns  here  than  at 
Drefden.  They  play  in  all  companies,  and  often  extremely  high.  The  ladies  of  this 
place  are  far  behind  hand  with  their  countrywomen  of  the  other  towns  in  domeltic  oeco- 
nomy,  but  agree  with  them  in  the  articles  of  drefs  and  coquetry.  Amongfl  the  literati 
who  fwarm  here,  there  are  too  many  boafters,  petit  maitres,  ignoramuffes,  and  fools  of 
all  forts ;  fo  that  1  fometiraes  thought  myfelf  got  to  Vienna  again,  where  the  fri/eiirs 
and  literati  meet  in  the  fame  companies,  and  are  almofl:  equally  numerous.  But  the 
infinite  number  of  men  of  merit,  whofe  condud  and  manners  do  honour  to  their  na- 
tive country,  foon  made  me  fmd  out  the  difference.  You  meet  here  with  meii  ia  all 
fciences,  who,  from  the  extent  as  well  as  the  depth  of  their  learning,  but  particularly 
from  their  knowledge  of  the  world,  are  entirely  different  from  the  Vienna  literati,  for 
whom  all  is  dead  that  is  out  of  their  own  line. 

I  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Weiffe,  whofe  excellent  work  called  the  Children's  Friend,  Mr» 
Berquin  propofes  partly  to  imitate,  and  partly  to  tranilate.  I'he  author  is  not  only  one 
of  the  beft  German  poets,  but  an  extraordinary  learned  man,  ia  the  moil  extenfive  fig- 
nitication  of  the  word.  He  is  elegance  itfelf ;  and  the  income  of  a  good  place,  which 
he  poffeffes,  enables  him  to  give  up  his  latter  days  to  philofophical  repofe,  benevolence, 
and  the  mufes.  He  is  one  of  the  determined  enemies  of  thofe  literary  Calmucks,  1 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  on  the  theatre  of  Munich,  who  like  the  troops  of  Gen- 
gifkan,  fome  years  fmce  made  an  inroad  upon  Parnaffus,  drove  out  the  mufes,  dellroyed 
the  flower-beds  of  the  old  Germah  poets,  mangled  the  language,  hacked  the  words  with. 
Tartar  fury,  and  would  probably  in.  their  rage  have  begotten  children  like  the  fathers,, 
if  their  difcipline  had  anfwered  the  violence  of  their  attack,  and  fuch  enlightened  mea 
as  Mr.  Weiffe  had  not  difcomfited  them  after  the  ardour  of  their  firft  onfet.  They 
have  been  compelled  to  retreat  behind  hedges,  whence  they  fometimes  fire  upon  pafleu- 
gers,  but  they  will  not  be  able  to  keep  even  tliis  pod  long. 
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LETTER   XLV. 

Lcipfick. 

THE  commerce  and  manufadures  of  this  place  are  very  confiderable.  It  is  the  cen- 
ter  of  the  book  trade  of  all  Germany,  and  of  the  wool  trade  of  all  Saxony,  and  there 
are  few  cities  in  Germany  which  furpafs  it  in  commerce  and  exchange.  Here  they 
make  velvets,  woven  filks,  fliags,  linens,  cloths,  rattines,  carpets,  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  things.  This  city  fupplies  the  greateft  part  of  Saxony  with  drugs  and  apothe- 
caries wares,  and  has  a  confiderable  fhare  of  the  trade  which  is  carried  on  betwixt  the 
fouth  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  the  North.  There  are  feveral  wealthy 
houfes  here. 

The  fair,  which  ended  a  week  before  my  arrival,  according  to  the  report  of  both  na« 
tives  and  foreign  merchants,  is  no  more  than  a  (hadow  of  what  it  was  thirty  years  ago. 
The  mod  remarkable  part  of  the  prefent  trade,  is  the  exchange  of  books,  carried  on  by 
the  German  bookfellers.  This  they  fometimes  execute  by  commiffion,  but  for  the  molt 
part  they  appear  in  their  own  high  perfons.  Their  number  is  about  three  hundred, 
and  the  value  of  the  books  they  exchange  amounts  to  500,000  rix-dollars,  or  about 
1,751,000  livres. 

Leipfick  maintains  itfelf  in  the  pofleflion  of  this  trade,  not  fo  much  from  its  having 
once  taken  that  channel,  as  from  the  great  quantity  of  books  publilhed  in  the  city  itfelf, 
and  its  centrical  fituation  in  the  midft  of  a  country  where  all  the  arts  flourilh,  and  read- 
ing and  writing  are  mod  univerfal.  Thefe  are  the  caufes,  which  in  my  opinion,  have 
rendered  all  the  attempts  to  deprive  the  city  of  this  trade  abortive. 

The  Auftrian  bookfellers  have  hitherto  been  the  only  ones  who  have  not  appeared  re- 
gularly and  in  great  numbers  at  this  mart  of  literature.  The  reftraint  they  lay  under 
from  the  licence  office,  and  the  reftraints  they  are  lain  under  by  the  heavy  wit  of  their 
writers,  have  difabled  them  from  bringing  any  paper  to  market,  good  enough  to  pro- 
cure an  exchange  from  the  other  dealers. 

Leipfick  is  indebted  for  this  trade,  which  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind 
in  all  Europe,  entirely  to  the  merit  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  and  other  parts  of 
Saxony.  Saxony  was  the  cradle  of  literature  and  tafte  in  Germany.  The  Swifs  had 
indeed  contributed  fomething  by  theories  towards  raifing  the  edifice  of  the  arts,  but 
theories  form  neither  arts  nor  tafte,  nor  has  the  German  part  of  Switzerland  produced 
a  fingle  literary  produfliion  of  merit,  Gefner's  works  excepted.  Thofe  ot  Haller  are 
written  in  a  barbarous  dialed,  and  few  of  them  are  uniformly  good.  His  beauties  are 
fmgle  ones;  they  are  feparate  pictures,  woven  into  philofophical  declamations.  Nature 
gives  the  firft  direQion  to  art,  which  afterwards  is  not  to  be  Improved  by  any  theories, 
but  by  the  fight  of,  and  fenfibility  for,  the  moft  ftriking  and  moft  beautiful  objefts  of 
nature.  Thefe  it  is,  which  form  the  original  artift.  And  it  is  the  reading,  feeling,  and 
comparing  the  works  of  thefe  original  artifts,  that  form  the  imitator.  Nor  is  tafte  itfelf 
a  confequencc  of  any  theoretical  knowledge ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  have 
formed  the  founded  theories,  have  been  very  unfuccefsful,  both  in  the  works  produced 
by  themfelves,  and  the  judgment  they  have  paffed  upon  thofe  ot  other  people.  Theo- 
ries depend  upon  conclufions  of  the  underftanding,  which  will  always  be  falfe  when  the 
premifes  are  fo  ;  but  the  quicknefs  occafioned  by  the  perception  and  comparifon  of  va- 
rious beautiful  objefts,  which  conftitutes  what  we  call  tafte,  will  never  go  aftray.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  this  perception  and  quicknefs  cannot  exift  without  fome  natural  difpo- 
fitions  towards  them. 

The 
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The  firfl  feeds  of  literature  and  tafte  were  fown  in  Germany,  by  perfons  tvho  were 
no  literati  by  profelTion.  Since  the  firfl:  asra  of  French  tafl:e,  one  or  the  other  of  the 
princes  of  Germany  have  always  been  in  alliance  with  France.  The  negociations  this 
has  given  rife  to,  and  the  abode  of  the  French  armies  in  Germany  in  confequence,  have 
rendered  the  knowledge  of  French  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  German  nobility.  Hence 
all  perfons  of  confequence,  minifl:ers,  counfellors,  officers,  and  fecretaries,  polifhed 
themfelves  by  their  intercourfe  with  our  countrymen;  fo  that  the  tafte  of  feveral  Ger- 
man courts  was  formed  before  there  was  a  man  of  letters  of  confequence  in  the  country. 
Prince  Eugene,  who  had  been  brought  up  at  the  court  of  France,  laboured  with  all  his 
might  to  introduce  the  arts  into  Germany,  but  he  found  the  Jefuits  in  his  way  at  the 
court  of  Vienna,  for  a  long  time  the  only  one  in  which  the  French  language  could  not 
gain  admittance.  In  all  the  others  there  were  perfons  of  as  much  tafle  and  good  fenfe 
as  Prince  Eugene,  true  children  of  the  mufes,  who  were  more  or  lefs  fuccefsful  in  their 
attempts  to  extend  good  tafte.  Much  in  the  fame  manner  the  arts  came  to  us  from 
Italy,  and  much  in  the  fame  manner  they  came  to  ItalyJ"rom  Greece. 

After  this  intercourfe  with  France,  the  only  thing  wanting  to  awaken  the  Germans 
to  emulation,  was  a  language,  and  in  this  refpedl  Saxony  had  a  great  advantage  over  the 
ether  German  provinces.  Ever  fince  the  time  of  Luther  this  country  has  had  a  manner 
of  writing,  which  diffinguifhed  it  from  the  barbarous  manner  of  the  fchools  that  ob- 
tained  over  the  refl:  of  Germany.  The  fervice  of  the  church  contributed  much  in  thefe 
parts  to  the  improvement  of  the  language.  The  fchools  for  young  people  were  very 
good  here  long  before  the  brilliant  asra  of  German  literature.  The  language  of  fome 
of  the  Saxon  writers  who  lived  betwixt  the  years  1715,  and  1725,  a  time  in  which  the 
refl  of  Germany  was  ftill  plunged  in  the  barbarous  ftyle  of  the  Cancelleria,  is  remark- 
able for  its  grammatical  clearnefs  and  accuracy,.  The  natural  wit  of  the  Saxons,  toge- 
ther with  their  peculiar  and,  as  it  were,  innate  love  for  all  that  is  beautiful,  foon  made 
it  their  peculiar  pride  and  pleafure,  as  it  had  been  that  of  the  Athenians,  to  diilinguifh 
themfelves  by  fpeaking  their  language  correclly.  The  lowefl:  handy-craftfman  here  is 
more  folicitous  to  fpeak  purely  and  well,  and  is  much  more  fortunate  in  his  attempts  for 
the  purpofe,  than  feveral  learned  men  by  profeiTion,  with  whom  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  converfe  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  country.  The  very  women  are  fenfible  of  gram- 
matical errors,  and  take  notice  of  them.  Befides  the  language,  the  Saxons  had  other 
advantages,  which  contributed  to  fpread  literature  fooner  and  wider  amongfl:  them  than 
amongfi:  the  other  Germans.  Philofophy  and  the  higher  parts  of  the  belles  lettres,  had 
had  the  dufl:  rubbed  from  them  in  this  country  long  before  the  bright  sera  of  German  ■ 
literature.  Leibnitz,  PufFendorf,  Thomafius,  Wolf,  and  others,  had  broken  up  the  ex- 
tenfive  field  of  literature,  had  ploughed  it  with  tafle  and  fimplicity,  and  had  brought 
about  a  happy  revolution  in  the  minds  of  the  people  in  all  the  north  of  Germany,  par- 
ticularly in  Saxony.  The  celebrated  journal,  known  by  the  name  of  Ada  Erudiiorum, 
was  begun  in  1682,  and  was  foon  equal  to  the  journals  of  the  moft  enlightened  nations, 
fuch  as  the  Journal  des  Scavans,  the  Englifh  I'ranfaftions,  and  the  Giornale  di  Literati^ 
whilfl  in  the  other  flates  of  Germany,  Berlin  not  excepted,  knowledge  was  confined  to 
a  few  perfons  about  the  court.  The  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  alfo  produced  fe- 
veral editions  of  the  ancient  claflics,  which  contributed  more  to  the  nurture  of  genius  and  - 
true  tafte,  than  the  beft  rules  and  theories. 

No  doubt  the  magnificence  and  peculiar  tafle  of  the  Saxon  Auguftus,  for  the  fine 
arts,  contributed  much  to  the  early  polilhing  of  tafle,  and  the  awakening  of  genius  in 
this  country.  All  the  arts  have  a  fifierly  afFe£l:ion  for  each  other ;  they  do  not  like  to 
be'  long  out  of  the  fame  company.     Painting,. fculpture,  architecture,  mufic,  and  all  the 

arts 
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arts  connefted  with  them,  flouriflied  more  at  the  court  of  Auguftus  the  third,  than  they 
did  in  any  court  of  Europe.  From  this  fchool  came  Mengs,  the  greateft  painter  of  our 
days  ;  Hafle,  who  was  able  to  do  juftice  to  the  poetry  of  a  Metaltafio ;  Gluck,  Hiller, 
and  many  others.  The  art  of  fpeech  would  naturally  join  itfelf  to  fo  brilliant  a  fociety. 
The  opera  made  the  Saxons  acquainted  with  the  Italian  poets,  jufl:  as  the  language  of 
the  court  had  brought  them  acquainted  with  the  French  ones.  At  length  they  made 
fome  trials  in  their  own  language,  and  their  trials  were  fuccefsful.  Gellert,  Rabbener, 
and  many  others  evidently  formed  themfelves  upon  Englifli  models.  Ever  fmce  this 
period.  Saxony  has  furnifhed  a  much  larger  proportion  of  ingenious  men  than  the 
other  parts  of  Germany.  In  polite  literature  their  numbers  furpafs  thole  of  all  the  reft; 
of  Germany  put  together.  Their  tranflators,  reviewers,  magazine-writers,  almanack 
and  catalogue-makers  are  innumerable.  1  here  are  many  perfons  in  this  country  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  antient  and  modern  literature  of  England,  France,  and  Italy,  as  the 
natives  of  thefe  countries  themfelves.  There  is  always  a  warehoufe  of  Spanilh  and  Por- 
tuguefe  literature  here,  and  (\i.'hich  is  almoft;  peculiar  to  Germany)  they  forage  to  the 
uttermoft  bounds  of  the  north,  and  expFore  the  Daniih,  Swedifh,  Ruffian,  and  Polifli 
Parnaffus.  As  far  as  regards  the  mechanical  part  of  the  bufmefs,  i.  e.  the  working  up 
of  materials  and  making  them  fit  for  fale.  Saxony  will  for  a  long  time  continue  fuperior 
to  the  other  Germans ;  but  their  genius  feems  worn  out.  Nothing  can  be  more  frivolous 
than  the  prefent  purfuits  of  the  men  of  genius  here  ;  but  other  parts  of  Germany  are  ia 
the  prime  of  youth,  and  others  again  feem  to  be  juft  awake. 

LETTER   XLV. 

Leipficf:. 

I  MADE  an  excurfion  from  hence  to  Weimar  and  Gotha.  This  part  of  the  country 
is  the  belt  cultivated,  and,  in  a  political  view,  the  mofl:  beautiful  I  have  hitherto  ken  in 
Germany.  Every  two  or  three  miles  you  come  to  a  town,  which  contains  a  flouriih- 
ing  manufacture.  The  villages  are  innumerable,  and  the  agriculture  much  more  va- 
ried than  on  the  other  fide  of  Drefden.  Nature  appears  to  have  been  more  favourable 
to  thefe  parts. 

Weimar  is  a  fmall  but  handfome  town.  The  court  is  remarkably  affable,  and  the 
reigning  Duke  carries  popularity  as  well  as  philofophy  almoft  too  far.  He  puts  himfelf 
on  a  level  with  all  kinds  of  perfons,  and  takes  parts  in  private  plays  aded  by  his  fervants 
and  the  literati  of  his  court. 

To  a  natural  fondnefs  for  the  fentimental  and  adventurous,  he  unites  an  excellent  im- 
proved tafte  for  every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  arts.  This  court  is  made  up  entirely  of 
wits,  and  even  his  general  fuperintendajit,  (a  title  you  are  not  acquainted  with,  but  which 
anfwers  to  a  little  Pope,)  is  a  bel  cfprit^  who  has  publiflied  a  rhapfodical  extraft  from 
the  firft  book  of  Mofes,  under  the  title  of  the  Origin  of  Mankind. 

The  wonderful  chai  after  of  this  duke,  the  romantic  part  of  It  only  excepted,  for 
which  he  has  to  thank  Mr.  Gothe,  is  the  work  of  the  celebrated  Wieland.  Wieland  is, 
without  a  doubt,  the  firft  of  all  the  Germai>  writers.  No  writer,  Lelling  alone  excepted, 
unites  fo  much  ftudy  with,  fo  much  genius  as  he  does.  He  has  not  only  formed  and 
fixed  his  tafte  on  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  beauties  of  the  ancient  writers,  but 
poffeffes  alfo  all  the  literature  of  France,  Italy,  and  England.  His  works  are  not  like 
the  rhapfodies  of  the  modern  German  poetafters,  but  have  the  true  fmack  of  the  art. 
F-ven  the  moft  fugitive  trifles  that  fall  from  his  playful  and  humourous  pen,  befpeak  a 
workman  who  is  thorough  mafter  of  his  bufinefs,  and  has  a  manner  of  his  own.     It 
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has  been  faid  of  the  great  painters,  that  you  may  know  them  by  the  dafh  of  their  pen- 
cils. Wieland  is  one  of  the  few  German  writers  who  will  go  down  to  pollerity  as  a  claf- 
fical  writer,  when  the  works  of  feveral  of  his  cotemporaries  fhall  ferve  for  dung  of  the 
fields.  It  is  generally  objedled  to  him,  that  he  repeats  the  fame  things  too  often,  and 
copies  himfelf ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  have  not  obferved  much  repetition.  It  is  true,  that 
like  other  great  writers,  he  has  favourite  ideas,  which  he  is  ever  turning  and  polifliing,  in 
order  to  fet  them  before  the  reader  in  every  point  of  view.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
him,  but  that  he  hides  his  fludy  too  little,  expofes  his  immenfe  reading  too  much,  and 
often  forgets  that  his  reader  may  not  be  fo  enamoured  with  his  erudition  as  he  is  himfelf, 
I  likewife  think,  that  before  he  was  privy-counfellor  and  tutor  to  the  prince  he  wrote 
much  more  naturally  than  he  does  now.  In  order  that  no  part  of  literature  fliould  be 
unexplored  by  him,  but  more  with  a  view  of  filling  his  purfe,  whilli;  his  reputation  was  at 
the  height,  he  undertook  a  literary  journal,  which  he  carried  on  with  uncommon  fpirit 
and  aftivity.  None  of  the  German  vi'riters  know  fo  well  how  to  pleafe  the  public  as 
Wieland  does.  He  is  moft  fruitful  in  the  invention  of  trifles,  in  order  to  make  his  jour- 
nal, which  is  as  good  as  any  other  we  have,  fell.  Sometimes,  like  a  Dutch  tobacco- 
merchant,  he  will  tye  a  pifture  to  his  wares ;  fometimes  he  prom.ifes  in  one  number  a 
folution  of  a  riddle  in  a  paft  one,  and  in  the  next,  inftead  of  a  folution  of  the  riddle, 
gives  you  a  rattle  or  a  trumpet  for  children  to  play  with.  At  times  he  publiflies  one 
number  in  a  year,  at  others  he  will  write  the  whole  volume  in  a  month.  Riddles,  newf- 
papers,  anecdotes,  literary  quarrels,  every  thing,  in  a  word,  is  crammed  in  that  may  give 
his  wares  the  appearance  of  novelty,  or  amufe  the  people.  You  will  fay  thefe  are  httle 
book-felling  tricks ;  and  fo  they  are,  but  they  are  more  venial  in  German  than  in  other 
authors,  as  without  them  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  greateft  indultry  and  the  greatelt 
talents  to  live  by  the  profeflion, 

Wieland  is,  what  few  poets  are,  a  good  domeftic  man.  He  lives,  in  fad,  more  for 
his  family  than  for  the  public.  He  would  furnilh  a  new  proof,  if  there  wanted  any,  of 
the  jultice  of  a  favourite  aphorifm  with  me,  to  wit,  that  the  generative  powers  of  man 
are  in  the  fame  proportion  as  his  undcrftanding,  and  that  it  is  good  for  him  when  he 
ufes  the  one  with  as  much  order  and  oeconomy  as  the  other.  Wieland  has  feven  or 
eight  fine  children.  No  poet,  he  obferves  himfelf,  ever  had  fo  many;  and  he  has  writ- 
ten the  lives  of  the  poets  folely  to  affure  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  it.  A  good  penfion 
from  the  court,  added  to  what  he  gets  by  his  journal,  enables  him  to  fee  the  approach 
of  old  age  with  tranquillity,  and  gives  hini  the  profpecl  of  enjoying  the  comforts  of  hfe 
to  the  end. 

There  are  fome  extraordinary  traits  in  Wieland's  character,  which  feem  a  contrafh 
to  his  writings  :  I  will  give  you  fome  of  them.  In  all  he  has  written,  he  difcovers  great 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  you  would  take  him  for  a  courtier  out  of  place,  yet  no  man 
knows  lefs  of  mankind.  In  polite  circles,  and  in  the  conduct  of  a  common  affair  of  life, 
he  is  entirely  at  a  lofs.  Even  fince  th^  publication  of  the  Agathon,  which  you  know 
contains  every  evoludon  and  revolution  of  the  female  mind,  and,  like  his  other  works, 
befpeaks  one  of  the  politeft  writers  that  ever  exifted  ;  there  have  been  feveral  inflances 
of  his  not  knowing  how  to  converfe  with  a  woman.  His  knowledge  of  the  gay  world 
confilfs  entirely  in  theory,  and  he  muff  be  fome  time  in  company  before  he  can  make 
ufe  of  it.  This  is  not  altogether  owing  to  continual  ftudy  and  want  of  intercourfe  with 
the  pohte  world,  but  is  in  fome  degree  court itutional  in  him.  He  is  by  nature  very  lively, 
but  not  very  refolute,  diffident  of  himfelf,  and  eafy  of  belief  towards  others  ;  iu  fine,  he 
is  one  of  thofe  men  to  whom  nature  has  refufed  every  grain  of  that  felf-fufficiency,  a 
fmalldofe  of  which  is  of  fo  much  ufe  in  the  affairs  of  this  life.     His  knowledge  of  the 
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world  is  of  the  kind  wliich  Montaigne  obferved  in  a  man  wlio  refembled  him  ;  it  is  in  a 
flaccivhich  he  knows  ivbcrc  to  find  it  in,  and  not  in  himfclf.  The  confcioufnefs  of  this  has 
fometimes  made  him  a  coward.  To  this  caufe  are  to  be  attributed  the  frequent  variationa 
in  his  way  of  thinking  ;  his  flattery  towards  thofe  who  can  ferve  him  ;  his  fubmiflion  to- 
wards thofe  who  refifl  him  ;  his  toleration  of  thofe  whofe  opinions  are  oppofite  to  his 
own;  his  love  of  parly,  and  all  the  manoeuvres  to  which  he  has  had  recourfe,  whenever 
he  has  thought  his  reputation  in  danger,  for  which  reputation  he  would  have  had  no- 
thing to  fear  if  he  had  but  known  his  own  ftrength.  Before  Gothe  was  known,  Wie- 
land  Hood  as  he  ought  always  to  have  done,  at  the  top  of  the  German  Parnadus.  It  fo 
happened,  that,  contrary  to  his  intention,  he  inferted  a  very  fevere  critique  oiGothc's 
Play  of  Gofs  ofBciiichitigcn,  in  his  review.  Gothe  revenged  himfelF  by  a  farce,  written  in 
his  flrongefl:  manner.  Wieland,  ever  ready  to  found  a  retreat  when  danger  is  nigh,  en- 
deavoured to  make  his  peace  in  a  fecond  number,  in  which  he  was  more  civil.  This, 
however,  would  hardly  have  faved  him,  but  fortunately  for  him,  his  pupil,  the  reigning 
Duke,  foon  after  went  to  Francfort,  where  he  met  with  Gothe,  whom  he  brought  with 
him  to  Weimar,  and  of  courfe  introduced  him  to  his  old  tutor.  Would  you  believe  it  ? 
the  cajoled  Wieland  not  only  took  fomething  of  Gothe's  manner  himfelf,  but  wrote  apo- 
logies for  fome  followers  of  his  fchool,  whom  in  his  former  writings  he  had  fatyrized. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  is  one  of  the  greateft  fophhts  of  our  days,  who  has  always  a  fatire, 
or  an  apology  ready,  and  produces  that  which  brings  him  the  molt  pence. 

Gothe  is  the  Duke's  favourite  ;  they  are  always  together  ;  he  pcireifes  a  full  portion 
of  that  which  nature  has  refufed  to  Wieland.  Formerly  his  felf-fufficiency  led  him  into 
abfurdities,  but  fmce  that  time  things  have  much  changed.  He  is  not  only  a  genius, 
but  poflefles  a  great  deal  of  learning.  Many  circumflances,  for  which  he  is  not  entirely 
anfwerable,  were  the  occafion  of  his  giving  the  fignal  to  a  horde  of  Calmucks,  who 
fome  years  fince  made  an  inroad  on  the  German  Parnaflus,  and  laid  it  wafle.  In  all 
things  he  is  upon  principle,  for  the  natural,  the  extraordinary,  the  adventurous,  the 
ftriking,  and  the  bold,  and  has  as  great  an  averfion  to  the  common  forms  of  govern- 
ment, as  to  the  common  rules  of  writing.  His  philofophy  borders  nearly  upon  that  of 
Rouileau.  I  fliall  not  flop  here  to  compare  them,  but  only  obferve,  that  they  have  both 
come  two  hundred  years  too  late,  and  that  the  man  who  gives  a  flat  contradidion  to 
the  opinions  of  all  his  cotemporaries,  abounds  either  in  felf-opinion  or  felf-love. — When 
Gothe  firft  began  to  feel  his  genius,  he  ufed  to  go  about  with  a  fhort  hat,  his  hair  about 
his  ears,  an  out  of  the  way  drefs;  and,  in  fliort,  affecled  a  fmgularity  in  every  thing. 
His  looks,  his  gait,  his  fpeech,  the  whole  of  him  befpoke  an  extraordinary  man.  Evea 
in  his  writings,  he  rather  afrefted  graceful  negligence  than  any  laboured  delicacy.  Pie 
ihortened  all  his  periods  in  the  mofl  extraordinary  manner,  ufed  common  and  vulgar 
•words,  and,  what  was  of  no  great  fervice  to  the  poor  German  language,  already  fo  bare 
of  them,  cut  offhalf  of  the  vowels,  and  introduced  paufes  and  ftrokes  of  admiration  at 
every  three  words.  His  writings  contain  a  great  deal  of  that  happy  feizure  of  circum- 
ftance  which  befpeaks  a  knowledge  of  mankind,  united  to  a  ftrong  and  fertile  imagina- 
tion, and  a  great  vein  of  humour.  You  fee  in  every  thing  he  writes,  that  he  is  able  to 
lay  a  plan  andconneft  the  parts  ;  this  diftinguifhes  him  from  the  whole  herd  of  his  imi- 
tators.  Whenever  it  happens,  as  it  fometimes  docs,  that  one  part  of  his  work  does  not 
hang  well  with  the  other,  you  eafily  difcover  that  the  defeft  has  not  arifen  from  igno- 
rance, but  becaufe  the  author  did  not  choofe  to  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  weave  them 
together.  Gothe  has  read  a  great  deal,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  belt  ancient  and  m^o- 
dern  writers,  paints,  underftands  rauficj  is  a  good  companion  and  wit,  and  —  Counfellor 
of  Legation  to  the  Duke. 

Doubtlefsj 
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Doubtlefs,  he  is  by  this  time  convinced  of  the  injury  he  has  done  German  literature. 
Several  young  pcrfons,   encouraged  to  it  by  his  example,   imagined  that  nothing  more 
was  requifite  to  become  a  genius,  tliau  to  be  bold,   impudent,   and  careleis  about  lan- 
guage and  ftyle,   and  to  entertain  contempt  for  every  thing  that  is  called  order  or  re- 
gularity.    They  conceived  that  all  fludy  and  attention  to  rule  was  needlefs,  that  every 
thing  that  was  natural  muft  of  courfe  be  good,  that  a  true  genius  required  no  education, 
but  had  all  powers  of  creation  in  himfclf,  and  that  when  he  became  a  gtnius,  he  was 
entitled  to  produce  himfelf  in  his  fhirt,  or  in  piiris  naturaUhiis,  on  the  market-place,  or 
.    in  the  courts  of  princes;  that  real  judgment  only  made  aifes  of  men,  and  that  unre- 
ftrained  imagination  raifed  them  to  the  rank  of  divinities  ;  that  dreams  and  enthufiaflic 
raptures  in  his  own  greatnefs,  and  the  littlenefs  of  the  world  about  him,  was  the  proper 
ffate  of  man  ;  that  all  the  occupations  by  which  his  daily  bread  was  to  be  earned,  de- 
graded him,  and  that  in  the  beft  of  all  poffible  worlds  he  muil  go  on  all-fours  and  eat 
acorns.     You  mull  not  think  that  I  am  exaggerating  when  I  fay  this,  for  I  can  give 
you  proofs  of  every  thing  I  have  afferted.     Gothe  has  this  in  common  with  Roufleau  ; 
that  his  philofopy  (whether  true  or  falfe)  o-venuvns  foundations,  and  gratifies  diffolute- 
nefs  and  idlenefs  ;  for  which  reafon  it  has  been  adopted  by  thofe  who  have  no  founda- 
tion, but  feek  only  to  be  happy  through  an  implicit  belief  in  their  mailer.     As  Gothe 
was  his  own  mafter,  his  excrefcences  were  the  more  eafily  forgiven,  becaufe  of  their  con- 
fiftency  with  his  principles  and  with  each  other,  of  a  certain  moderation  he  obfcrved  in 
them,  and  of  his  affability  towards  all  he  convei-fed  with;  but  his  fchool  is  the  molt  ridi- 
culous that  can  be  conceived.     I  queifion  whether  many  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  them- 
felves  able  to  give  explanations  of  the  obfcure  parts  of  their  v\a-itings.     The  flattered 
nonfenfe  was  cried  up  by  the  critics  of  the  feci,  as  the  quinteilence  of  human  wit  and 
human  imagination.     As  to  the  underftanding,  as  I  told  you  above,  they  declared  open 
war  againft  that.     To  have  a  true  idea  of  the  tafle  of  the  public,   one  fliould  read  the 
produftions  of  thefe  gentlemen,  which  ftill  pafs  for  wonders  with  many.     This  herd  of 
Calmucks  gained  recruits  from  every  order  of  men,  even  out  of  the  phyfical  tribe,  who 
formed  fyltems  of  the  fame  kind  in  their  profefTion.     They  taught,  that  to  roll  in  fnow, 
to  bathe  in  cold  water,   to  leap  like  bucks  about  the  fteepell  precipices,  to  eat  nothing 
warm,  but  to  live  entirely  on  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  not  to  give  the  lealt  interruption  to 
the  operations  of  nature,  but  even  to  drop  the  excrement  ftanding,  at  any  time  and  in 
any  place,  was  all  that  could  be  done  by  man,  either  for  the  prefervation  or  recovery  of 
his  health. 

A  well-known  phyfician,  who  has  laid  many  a  patient  in  the  duff,  by  the  purfuit  of 
this  new  mode  of  cure,  grounded  all  the  reafonings  made  ufe  of  in  his  publications,  on 
the  example  of  the  firft  wit  in  Germany.  If  he  ordered  a  man  a  cold  bath,  and  the  pa- 
tient expreffed  a  fear,  left  it  might  poitibly  occafion  a  fever,  or  a  flux,  the  doctor  would 
affure  him,  that  he  need  not  be  afraid  of  any  thing  of  the  fort,  for  that  the  gi-eat  Gothe 
went  into  the  cold  bath  in  froft  and  fnow.  The  young  painters,  too,  would  for  ibme 
time  paint  nothing  but  ftorms,  lightning,  tops  of  Appennines,  or  Alps ;  elephants,  lions, 
and  tygers  ;  Didos  on  the  funeral  pile;  Lucretias  andMedeas  murdering  their  children. 
All  the  fofter  landfcapes,  all  the  common  animals,  and  all  the  ordinary  fituations  of  com- 
mon life,  they  entirely  excluded  from  their  canvafs.  Truth  and  keeping  are  nothing 
with  them  ;  fuch  littleneffes,  they  fay,  a  genius  leaves  to  your  day-labourers  for  bread, 
and  men  of  ordinary  underftandings.  Art,  according  to  their  definition,  confifts  in  whac 
is  out  of  the  common  courfe.  The  more  unnaturally  a  Dido  flings  her  arms  about,  the 
more  portentoully  Ihe  rolls  her  favage  eyes,  and  the  greater  diforder  there  appears  in 
her  hair  and  drapery,  the  more  beautiful  fhe  is.     In  this  manner  artifts  of  all  denomina- 
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tions  mifconceive  Gothe's  theory.  His  flatterers  imitate  him  in  the  mofl:  ridiculous 
manner,  in  his  drefs,  in  his  walk,  and  even  in  his  fpeech. 

Gothe  is  in  fome  nieafure  refponfible  for  thefe  excrefcences.  Having  difcovered 
fparks  of  genius  in  feme  of  his  friends,  fuch  as  Lentz,  dinger,  and  others,  by  proper 
encouragements  he  foon  bW'  the  fparks  into  a  real  flame.  Thus  far  was  nt  and  right  ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  had  commenced  protector,  there  came  people  to  him  by  no  means 
worthv  of  his  prcteclion.  Inftead  offending  thefe  back  to  their  brethren  of  the  foreil, 
the  bubble  of  reputation  led  him  on,  and  he  was  not  afliamed,  at  lead  for  a  time,  to  fet 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  little  academy  —  very  different  in  this  refpeiSt  from  Rouflcau, 
who  neither  commended  nor  protected  any  one.  At  prefent  Gothe  does  not  feem  to 
difturb  himfelf  much  about  literary  purfuits.  He  is  at  work  on  the  life  of  the  celebrated 
Bernard  of  Weimar,  and  enjoys  life  as  much  as  it  is  to  be  enjoyed  amidrt:  a  number  of 
little  troubles.  Formerly  he  ufcd  to  be  regularly  befteged  with  recommendations,  and 
his  difciples  came  from  all  parts  to  vifit  him.  in  hopes  to  be  brought  forward  by  his  pa- 
tronao-e.  He  is  now  grown  wifer,  and  has  made  it' a  rule  to  himfelf,  to  be  very  nice  in 
his  recommendations.  In  this  he  is  extremely  in  the  right,  as  he  would  be  accountable 
for  the  follies  of  all  thefe  people.  •  Neither  indeed  does  it  follow  as  a  natural  confe- 
quence,  that  becaufe  the  minifter,  counfellor,  and  private  fecretary  of  a  prince  is  a 
wit,  his  cooks,  and  butlers,  vakfs  de  cbamhre,  huntfmen,  and  flable-boys,  Ihould  alfo 
be  wits. 

Gotha  is  a  large  town,  richer  and  handfomer  than  Weimar ;  the  number  of  its  inha- 
bttants  are  eftimated  at  nine  or  ten  thoufand.  There  are  fome  valuable  manufadures  in 
this  place.  The  court  is  as  popular  as  that  of  Weimar,  and  equally  fond  of  llrangers. 
Some  years  ago  the  Duke  had  one  of  the  befl:  German  theatres  in  Germany  ;  but  he 
fent  away  the  whole  company  on  finding  that  the  expence  was  too  large,  that  he  had 
fufficiently  amufed  himfelf,  and  that  the  players  began  to  affume  airs  of  importance. 

The  fubjefl:s  of  both  thefe  dukes  are  very  happy.  Their  finances  too  are  well  regu- 
lated, and  their  adminiflration  of  jufl;ice  and  police  is  perfeft.  Neither  of  them  have 
the  weaknefs  of  other  German  princes,  who  fpend  a  great  part  of  their  incomes  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  regiment  or  two  of  foldiers,  and  make  the  younger  part  of  their  fub- 
jefts  do  the  military  exercife,  inftead  of  keeping  them  at  the  plough.  The  income  of 
each  of  them  is  about  600,000  Rhenifli  guilders,  or  54,000  French  louis-d'ors.  Their 
country  is  extremely  produftive,  and  extraordinarily  well  inhabited. 

Erfurt  is  a  very  large,  old,  black,  and  ill-inhabited  town  ;  it  is  near  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, and  contains  nearly  eighteen  thoufand  men.  The  raoft  remarkable  thing  here 
is  the  aft  of  gardening,  which  is  carried  to  a  greater  perfedion  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Germany  I  have  yet  had  occafion  to  fee.  The  people  of  the  country  carry  on  a  confi- 
derable  trade  in  fruits  and  plants.  The  inhabitants,  like  thofe  of  the  refl:  of  Saxony, 
are  a  handfome,  fenfible,  and  friendly  people.  The  prefent  vice-governor  for  the  Elec- 
tor of  Mentz,  to  whom  the  city,  with  fevcnty  villages  which  lie  round  it,  belongs,  is  a 
baron  of  D'Alberg,  canon  of  Mentz,  whom  you  may  probably  have  feen  at  Paris.     He 

•was  in  the  houfe  of  the  Marquis  of ,  and,  if  I  mifl:ake  not,  well  known  to  the 

Duke  of  Choifeul.  He  is  a  man  of  uncommon  knowledge  of  the  world,  a  man  of  let- 
ters in  the  full  extent  of  the  word,  and  a  patriot.  He  underfl:ands  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
higher  world,  and  all  that  concerns  government ;  poflfeflfes  the  Belles  Lettres  and  the 
arts,  and  is  on  terms  of  fiiendflnp  with  the  mofl  fenfible  men  of  Germany.  He  expefts 
in  time  to  be  the  firft  ecclefiaftical  prince  of  the  German  empire,  and,  after  the  Pope,  the 
richefl:  and  mofl:  diflinguilhed  prelate  in  the  catholic  world.  Erfurt  and  its  territory  yields 
annually  about  180,000  Rhenifli  guilders.     It  contains  about  thirty-fix  thoufand  men. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  XLVI. 

Leipftck, 
I  CANNOT  quit  Saxony  without  faying  fomething  to  you  of  the  reformation  which 
began  here. 

J  he  origin  of  the  reformation,  as  a  queflion  of  learning,  is  difficult  to  determine. 
Between  the  times  of  John  Hufs  and  Luther,  Paul  of  Tubingen,  Bruifer,  Bafil  of  Gro- 
iiingen,  and  feveral  Englifh,  openly  profeffed  the  doftrines  of  the  reformed.  TheVal- 
denfes  had  fpread  their  opinions  very  confiderably  long  before  the  time  of  Hufs ;  and 
between  their  time  and  the  osra  of  Hufs,  Wickliff,  John  of  Paris,  Arnaud  de  Villeneuve, 
William  of  St.  Amour,  Evrard,  bilhop  of  Saltzburg,  and  many  others  taught  the  tenets 
of  Luther  and  Calvin.  It  is  certain,  that  from  the  time  of  the  Albigeois  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  reformation,  there  was  no  period  in  which  fome  remarkable  man  did  not 
openly  maintain  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant  religion.  Between  the  time  of  Peter 
de  Waldo,  (who  did  moft  towards  the  fpreading  of  the  feet  of  the  Albigeois,  though 
they  do  not  take  their  name  from  him,  as  fome  have  thought,)  and  Berenger,  v/ho 
came  not  a  hundred  years  after  him,  we  meet  with  Pierre  de  Bruis,  Henry  de  Thou- 
loufe,  and  Arnaud  Hot,  who,  with  many  others,  made  the  doctrines  held  by  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  the  prefent  day,'  known  all  over  France.  The  celebrated  bifhop  Honore  of 
Autun,  who  wrote  upon  free  will,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Proteftants  of  this  day,  called 
the  Pope  the  great  bead,  and  the  Whore  of  Babylon,  lived  in  1115,  and  Berenger  died 
in  1091  ;  fo  that  there  is  hardly  a  generation  between  them. 

In  the  fame  century  with  Berenger,  Arnolph,  bifhop  of  Orleans,  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  at  the  council  of  Rheims,  by  a  fpeech  much  more  violent  than  any  thing  which 
Luther  has  written  againfl  the  power  of  the  Pope.  In  a  word,  the  opinions  of  Pro- 
teftants are  to  be  met  with  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  the  church  ;  and  an  attentive  reader 
of  ecclefiaftical  hiflory  will  foon  fee,  that  they  are  connefted  with  the  opinions  of  the 
firft  feclaries,  and  that  it  was  not  the  bare  novelty  of  his  opinions  which  made  Luther 
remarkable. 

Whoever  is  a  little  acquainted  with  the  hiflory  of  the  century  before  Luther,  and  can 
form  to  himfelf  a  precife  idea  of  the  ftate  of  Saxony,  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
reformation,  will  eafily  fee,  that  other  things  befides  theology,  contributed  to  this  event, 
and  that  Luther  only  gave  the  long  waited  for  fignal  of  revolt. 

Since  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Sigifmund,  (who  would  have  brought  about  the  re- 
volution himfelf,  if  his  knowledge  had  correfponded  with  his  thirft  foi-  reformation, 
and  who  for  want  of  that  knowledge  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  led  by  the  nofe  by  fome 
cardinals)  Germany  had  been  at  work  on  a  reformation.  If  a  Catholic  at  this  time 
was  to  fay  what  was  faid,  not  only  in  the  fchools  and  in  publications,  but  at  the 
council  of  Conftance  before  the  whole  nation,  at  the  diet  of  the  empire,  and  by  par- 
ticular princes  in  their  tranfadtions  with  each  other,  he  would  be  put  into  a  prifon 
as  a  violent  heretic.  It  is  indeed  wonderful,  how  the  minds  of  the  Catholic  princes 
were  changed  by  the  heat  of  difpute  after  that  ftep  was  once  taken,  which  they 
themfelves  had  before  endeavoured  to  produce.  The  well  known  hundred  grievances 
(which  in  the  end  grew  to  much  more  than  a  hundred)  of  the  German  nation  plainly 
fliewed,  that  moft  of  the  courts  of  Germany  were  ready  to  proteft  the  firft  bold  m'aa 
who  would  revolt  againft  the  court  of  Rome,  and  fupport  the  political  grievances  with 
theological  arguments.  The  cunning,  aftive,  and  very  eloquent  ^neas  iiyivius,  wha 
efleifted  the  concerdate  betwixt  the  Pope  and  the  empire  by  his  crafty  manceavres,  awak- 
ened ftill  more  the  jealoufy  of  all  the  thinking  patriots  of  Germany.    Though  he  was 

a  fub- 
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a  fubtile  genius,  who  for  the  moment  could  gain  the  afcendancy  over  the  cold  Ger- 
mans, and  make  them  acquiefce  in  filence,  yet  after  all  the  declamations  and  fms  in- 
trigues of  this  Cicero  of  his  time,  the  obllinacy  natural  to  the  cold  character  returned, 
and  again  brought  forth  the  old  complaints.  jEneas  Sylvius  thought  his  enemies  weaker 
than  they  really  were.  In  all  his  writings  you  fee  that  he  imagined  that  he  fliould  be 
able  to  cheat  the  Germans ;  but  their  genius  was  awake,  and  they  faw  through  him, 
though  they  had  neither  experience  enough,  nor  union  enough  amongfl  themfclves,  to 
refift  the  artifices  he  played  oif  againlt  them.  Mayer,  chancellor  of  Mentz,  at  that  time 
the  mod  enlightened,  moft  refined,  and  moft  brilliant  court  in  Germany,  and  which 
contributed  exceedingly  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  reformation,  in  his  letters  (to  be  found  in 
feveral  compilations  of  the  times,)  fpeaks  to  the  Italians  in  a  tone  that  would  have  put 
to  filence  any  advocate  of  the  court  of  Rome,  but  the  very  witty  fophifl  jfEneas  Sylvius. 
Whoever  confiders  the  intrigues  and  webs  which  the  court  of  Rome  mufl:  have  wove 
to  keep  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  the  Palfgrave  of  the  Rhine  in  good  humoui",  (fome 
proofs  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  Febronius,)  will  only  wonder  how  the  reforma- 
tion came  to  be  put  off  fo  late  as  to  the  time  of  Luther. 

Whilfl  the  politics  of  feveral  courts  of  Germany  were  thus  direded  againfl:  the  court 
of  Rome,  the  reputation  of  the  latter  was  daily  finking  in  confequence  of  the  philofophy 
that  gained  ground  in  the  fchools,  and  the  intercourfe  of  learned  men  with  each  other. 
The  progrefs  made  in  printing,  which  became  general  in  Germany  in  the  lall  part  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  contributed  to  the  general  fpread  of  knowledge.     As  early  as  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  Germans  began  to  write  their  own  language 
with  corrednefs.     The  way  was  prepared  for  the  people  to  be  foon  taught.     This,  no 
doubt,  was  the  golden  age  of  Germany.     It  had  warm  patriots,  induftrious  philofophers, 
and  thinking  princes.     The  awakened  fpirit  of  improvement  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  le- 
giflation  and  the  improvement  of  the  police  ;  peace  was  edablifhed  at  home,  arts  and 
tafte  had  begun  to  fpread  over  Germany  from  Italy.     Bologna  was  the  refort  of  all  the 
German  nobility.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  they  brought  home  with  them  the  barbarous 
mixture  of  the  Roman,  Papal,  and  Lombard  law,  but  they  alfo  brought  home  good 
manners,  a  knowledge  of  the  Italian  and  Latin  languages,  and  a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts 
and  fciences.     Erafmus  of  Rotterdam,  Reachlin,  Hutten,  and  many  others,  are  fignal 
proofs  how  foon  tafte  was  purified  in  Germany.     Saxony  in  particular  had  feveral  good 
fchools.     The  univerfity  of  Leipfick  had  fucceeded  to  the  fame  of  that  of  Prague ;  and 
that  of  Wirtemberg,  out  of  which  Luther  was  foon  to  give  the  fignal  for  battle,  was 
frequented  not  only  by  Germans,  but  by  Hungarians,  Poles,  Danes,  and  Swedes.     Lu- 
ther's other  writings  are  evident  proofs  how  much  the  German  language  itfelf  was  culti- 
vated in  Germany,  and  his  tranflation  of  the  bible  teftifies  how  well  the  ancient  lan- 
guages were  underflood  in  the  fchools.      Indeed  it  is  probable,  that  Germany  would 
have  been  the  firft  country  enlightened  by  Italy,  and  fo  have  arrived  at  the  prefent  bril- 
liant a;ra  of  literature  immediately,  had  not  religious  difputes  difturbed  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  the  war  of  thirty  years,  which  followed,  laid  wafte  the  country. 

Italy,  at  that  time  the  moft  flourifhing  country  in  Europe,  thought  of  no  reformation, 
though  it  probably  faw  the  religious  abufes  ftill  more  clearly  than  the  Germans  them- 
fclves. The  wits  of  Italy  ainuled  themfelves  with  fatires  on  the  Pope,  Cardinals,  and 
their  adherents  the  monks  and  nuns.  They  confidered  the  abufes  of  religion  with  as 
little  ferioufnefs  as  men  in  the  polite  world  look  upon  adultery  and  gallantry,  which  are 
now  grown  too  univerfal  for  the  police  to  have  any  hope  of  being  able  to  reftrain  them. 
Indeed  the  exceffes  in  which  Italian  priefts  and  prelates  indulged  themfelves,  were  not  of 
that  low  favage  kiijd  which  difgraced  thofe  of  Germany,  but  accorded  better  with  the 
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poliflied  manners,  the  charafter  of  the  people,  and  focial  life ;  and  the  arts,  which  con- 
tributed all  they  could  to  the  outward  fplendour  of  religion  in  this  country,  covered 
many  defeats  in  the  eyes  of  thinking  men,  juft  as  a  coquet  procures  admirers  by  a  charm- 
ing patch,  with  which  flie  contrives  to  cover  a  wart  or  ugly  fpot  of  another  kind.    When 
we  add  to  theife  confiderations,  that  the  commerce  with  thu  fpiritual  colonics  brouc^ht 
home  great  riches,  without  the  leafl  hazard  or  expence  to  the  nation ;  that  fince  the 
time  of  Charlemagne  thefe  colonies  had  fpread  almolh  to  the  borders  of  the  frozen  fea, 
and  that  many  Italian  nobles  made  their  fortune  in  the  church  ;  it  will  bfe  no  wonder 
that  this  country  took  no  fhare  in  the  reformation,  albeit  it  was  fuperior  to  the  reft  of 
Europe  in  philofophy  and  politics,  and  probably  faw  the  corruption  with  a  quicker  eye 
than  Luther  and  his  affociates. 

As  to  France,  fince  the  days  of  Fhilip  le  Bel,  it  had  learned  to  fport  with  the  holy 
fpirit  of  Rome.     The  court  of  Rome  was  no  longer  formidable  to  it.     Our  kings  had  a 
fecret  underflanding  with  the  popes,  and  knew  how  to  make  the  vicar  of  Chrifl  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  purpofes.      Our  manners  too  were  more  correft  than  thofe  of  the  Ger- 
mans, and  our  ecclefiaflics  confined  themfelves  more  within  the  bounds  of  their  order 
ard  of  honour.     As  a  proof  of  this,  the  council  of  Trent  found  nothing  to  alter  in  the 
French  difcipline,  though  it  made  a  fignal  revolution  in  the  manners  of  the  German 
ecclefiaftics.      Though  we  had  not  indeed  fo  many  brilliant  writers  as  the  Germans  had 
knowledge  in  general  was  much  more  univerfally  fpread  ;   and  there  are  proofs  fufficient 
that  men  faw  the  abufes  of  religion  as  clearly  in  France,  as  they  did  any  where  elfe. 
The  behaviour  of  our  envoys  at  the  council  of  Conftance  one  hundred  years  before 
and  the  manner  in  which  our  court  united  with  the  German  Proteftants,  as  well  as  many 
other  inftances  of  the  kind  that  might  be  brought,  are  a  plain  proof  that  religion  was 
confidered  in  France  as  a  fubordinate  thing  to  politics. 

Many  other  caufes  befides  the  knowledge  of  the  abufes  in  religion,  mufl  alfo  have 
contributed  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  reformation  in  Germany.  Thefe  are  very  vari- 
ous ;  doubtlefs,  one  of  the  principal  was  the  pride  with  which  the  court  of  Rome  af- 
fected to  treat  the  Germans :  it  had  fo  often  cheated  and  bullied  this  compliant  and,  till 
the  fifteenth  century,  (lupid  people,  that  it  began  to  imagine  it  might  increafe  the  bur- 
then, ad  iiijinitum,  without  any  danger  of  meeting  with  refiftancej  but,  according  to  the 
old  proverb,  oppreffion  is  the  parent  of  liberty.  Rome  im.agined  that  the  concordate  of 
Afchaffaiburg  had  fecured  it  againfl  any  farther  attempts  from  the  nation  j  but  this 
agreement  had  had  quite  a  different  effed,  and  had  made  the  people  fee  that  they  were 
betrayed  by  the  craft  of  the  Popifli  mediators. 

Another  caufe  of  the  reform  is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  charafler  of  the  nation.     A 
phlegmatic  man,  when  he  once  fees  that  he  is  betrayed  and  brought  under  the  harnefs 
is  the  moft  untractable  and  flubborn  of  men.      The  numberlefs  feftaries  in  France 
previous  to  the  reformation,  paffed  by  like  the  fafhions  of  the  country,  and  were  for- 
gotten. 

The  manners  of  the  clergy  of  Germany  llkewife  contributed  to  produce  a  change. 
The  nunneries  were  open  brothels  ;  and  whenever  the  prelates  or  abbots  happened  to 
be  the  lords  of  manors,  they  exercifed  their  right  of  prceHbation  over  the  daughters  of 
their  tenants,  in  the  fame  manner  asthe  temporal  lords.  Debauchery  was  not  covered 
over  in  this  country,  as  in  Italy  and  Germany,  by  good  company  and  good  manners 
but  it  broke  out  in  the  moft  brutal  and  difgulting  exceffes  :  for  inftance,  a  little  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  reformation,  a  prieit  of  Augfburg  carried  his  effrontery  fo  far, 
as  to  have  knowledge  of  a  woman  in  the  open  ftreets.  Child  murder,  fodomv,  and  all 
the  unnatural  vices,  had  their  full  play  amongft  the  German  ecclefiaftics,     Thefe  hor- 
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rid  ads  mun:  have  ftruck  that  part  of  the  German  public,  who  had  been  pollflied  by  an 
acquaintance  with  the  arts  and  fciences  of  other  countries,  more  than  they  would  do  the 
ftupid  inhabitants  of  a  land  whofe  priefts  went  no  farther  than  other  people. 

To  all  thefe  caufes  there  ftill  remains  to  be  added,  the  heat  with  which  Luther  cariicd 
on  his  attack.  The  Proteftants  themfelves  do  not  deny,  that  the  paffions  of  the  man, 
his  pride  and  vindictive  fpirit,  contributed  much  to  his  fuccefs. 

We  Frenchmen  know  nothing  at  all  of  Luther ;  both  our  ecclefiaftics  and  hiftorians 
have  equally  millaken  his  charafter.     Even  Voltaire,  who  was  commonly  fo  fortunate 
in  delineating  features  which  had  efcaped  others,  knew  no  more  of  Luther  than,  that  he 
had  called  the  Pope  an  afs.     Luther's  writings  difplay  not  only  a  large  quantity  of  know- 
ledge, but  an  uncommon  Ihare  of  w-it,  and  at  the  fame  time  flrong  figns  of  a  lively 
imagination.     As  to  his  wonderful  humour,  it  is  a  kind  of  mean  betwixt  the  manner  of 
a  well-fed  monk,  a  true  brother,  and  that  of  a  fenfible,  learned,  and  patriotic  profeffor 
of  the  prefent  day.     If  we  judge  him  by  our  prefent  rules  of  talte,  we  fnali  find  that  he 
often  falls  into  coarfenefs  and  vulgarity  ;  but  we  mufi:  recollecl:,  that  he  had  to  do  with 
the  populace,  and  that  his  fcholars,  animated  by  the  zeal  which  the  lufl:  of  reformation 
brought  upon  them,  publiflied  many  things  which  he  did  not  intend  fhould  fee  the  light. 
They  began  all  their  v/orks  with  their  prophet,  and  would  not  fuffer  a  word  of  his  to  be 
loft,  though  fpoken  when  he  was  drunk :  it  is  thus  his  table  converfations  have  come  to 
be  printed.      You  read  in  fome  editions  of  them,  that  when  the  great  man  perceived 
that  fome  of  the  perfons  prefent  were  writing  down  his  jokes,  he  faid,  "  Ye  afles,  how 
comes  it  that  you  pick  up  the  excrement  that  I  let  fall  ?"     But  it  was  as  much  owing  to 
this  rouo-h  kind  of  wit  as  to  his  learning,  that  his  writings  fpread  fo  far  as  they  did. 
Like  a  truly  phlegmatic  man,  he  was  irreconcileable  and  untrailable  when  once  he  had 
been  provoked.     He  moved  heaven  and  earth  againfl;  the  popes.     From  the  cloyllers 
and  jovial  focieties,  in  which  he  had  made  every  body  merry  at  their  expence,  he  hur- 
ried to  the  courts  of  princes  to  urge  the  battle,  or  wrote  himfelf  the  mofl:  bitter  inveftives 
atrainft  them.     Though  he  would  often  put  himfelf  into  no  very  decent  paffions  with 
other  reformers,  on  account  of  difference  of  opinion,  he  took  care  always  to  keep  the 
fovereigns  he  had  to  do  with  united ;  a  fure  fign  that  he  was  a  man  of  the  world,  who 
knew  how  to  treat  with  the  great,  as  well  as  with  the  fmall  ones  of  the  earth.     Befides 
all  this,  and  above  all,  Luther  was  a  good  man  ;  he  kept  an  expenfive  houfe,  left  debts 
behind  him,  and,  what  does  the  Proteftant  princes  in  Germany  of  that  time  no  great 
honour,  his  wife  and  children  fell  into  almoft  extreme  poverty. 

Erafmus  of  Rotterdam,  and  others,  who  in  the^beginning  adhered  to  Luther's  party, 
were  undoubtedly  more  learned  and  experienced  men  than  he  was ;  but  a  far  different 
being  fi-om  a  mere  learned  man  was  required  to  ftrike  the  ftroke.  It  was  neceflary  that 
the  man  who  was  to  take  the  firft  ftep,  fhould  unite  pre-eminence  of  learning  with  bold- 
nefs  and  intrepidity,  qualities  which  feldom  fall  to  the  ffiare  of  a  man  of  letters.  He 
was  alfo  to  be  a  man  for  the  people,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe  with  a  man  of  Erafmus's 
charaGer  ;  in  a  word,  he  was  to  be  a  Luther. 

Some  people  have  been  wiUing  to  deprive  him  of  the  honour  of  having  ftruck  the 
firib  blow,  but  this  is  very  immaterial :  they  fay  that  Zwingle  had  preached  againfi:  the 
abufes'of  the  church  in  Switzerland  before  the  year  1507,  in  which  Luther  publiflied 
his  thefis  ;  it  is  true  that  Zwingle  had  done  fo,  and  fo  had  many  others  in  Germany, 
before  either  Zwingle  or  Luther.  From  the  time  of  the  council  of  Conftance,  there 
never  had  been  wanting  men  to  preach  and  write  againfl  the  injuifice  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  the  freedom  of  their  pens  was  a  fingular  contrail  enough  with  the  tyranny 
of  the  church  government.     But  fermons  alone  could  do  nothing ;  all  the  political  ne- 
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^ociatlons  of  the  mofl:  refpeftablc  courts  could  do  nothing  before  Luther.  To  elleft 
anything  confiderable,  there  wanted  a  man  to  fet  himfelt  at  the  head  of  a  large  parry, 
^nder  whom  all  the  learned  men  of  the  times  would  enlift,  whom  one  of  the  mofl:  pow- 
erful princes  of  the  times  would  fupport,  and  who  liiould  charge  from  fo  refpeftable  a 
place  as  the  univerfity  of  Wirtemberg  at  that  time  was  : — this  man  was  Luther.  Cir- 
cumlfances  too,  mufl  have  concurred,  the  influence  of  which  we  cannot  at  this  time 
calculate.  Preaching  alone  would  have  done  as  little  in  Switzerland  as  it  did  in  Ger- 
many. It  was  neceffary  to  proceed  to  acikn,  and  to  fet  bands  to  work.  All  the  other 
reformations  followed  the  example  which  had  been  fet  them  in  that  of  Saxony  ;  and 
though  other  reformers  afterwards  broke  with  Luther,  and  fome  of  them  went  farther 
than  he  had  done,  they  all  looked  up  to  him  as  their  chief,  and  as  having  broke  the  ice 
for  them.  Without  him,  or  rather  without  the  circumflances  which  impelled  him,  in 
all  probability  matters  would  never  have  come  to  a(5lion.  Senfible  men  v»'ouid  have  writ- 
ten fatires,  they  would  have  made  patriotic  reprefentations,  and  have  preached  ;  and  in 
the  end,  the  Pope  would  have  been  compelled  to  do  in  Germany  what  he  had  done 
in  France,  from  which  lafl:  kingdom  the  fale  of  indulgencies  (which  was  the  firfl  fig- 
nal  of  rebellion  in  Germany),  and  the  great  abufes,  have  been  banilhed  without  re- 
formation. 

It  is  ufual  for  later  writers  to  dwell  much  on  the  degree  of  light  which  the  reforma- 
tion has  fpread  ov^er  the  world.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  treating  the  matter  in  a  very 
partial  way,  the  fa£l  is,  that  as  to  Germany,  the  illumination  or  the  cultivation  of  It  was 
put  off  for  two  hundred  years  by  the  reformation  ;  during  that  period,  France  and  Italy 
became  very  flourifliing  and  enlightened  countries,  and  Germany  would  undoubtedly 
have  vied  with  them  in  cultivation,  had  not  the  theological  difputes  banilhed  philofophy, 
and  the  country  been  torn  up  by  civil  war.  Even  Italy  flourifhed  in  a  degree  which 
Germany  will  not  yet  arrive  at  for  fome  time.  Venice,  Genoa,  and  Tufcany  were  fo 
enlightened,  fo  polilhed  and,  for  their  fize,  fo  powerful,  that,  making  allowances  for  the 
different  magnitudes  of  the  countries,  Europe  has  nothing  at  this  time  to  produce  that 
can  compare  with  them.  Venice  alone  was  able  to  find  employment  for  the  empire 
and  the  whole  power  of  Germany,  and  raifed  the  jealoufy  of  all  the  princes  of  thofe 
times.  Naples  alfo  was  a  moft  flourifhing  (late.  As  for  myfelf,  I  confefs,  that  I  cannot 
fee  what  pre-eminence  the  Proteftants  have  a  right  to  claim  even  at  this  day,  with  regard 
to  general  illumination,  over  the  Catholics;  for  inftance,  the  French,  and  part  of  the 
Italians.  The  general  enlightening  of  the  underftanding  does  not  depend  upon  two  or 
three  myfteries  of  religion  more  or  lefs  in  one  country  than  in  another.  I  too,  fet  out 
on  my  journey  with  the  prejudice  that  the  great  body  of  Proteftants  mufl  be  more  en- 
lightened than  thj  Cathohcs  ;  but  I  was  foon  obliged  to  give  it  up,  and  found  that  many 
of  our  countrymen  have  much  more  knowing  heads  than  can  be  found  in  the  people 
of  feveral  Proteflant  countries  I  paffed  through.  Even  amongft  the  Proteftants  them- 
felves,  the  knowledge  of  t"he  people  is  in  no  proportion  to  the  (impllcity  of  their  differ- 
ent religions.  The  Saxons,  whofe  religion  is  by  no  means  fo  fimple,  or,  as  fome  people 
would  call  it,  fo  philofophical  as  that  of  fome  of  the  reformed,  are,  upon  the  whole, 
a  more  enlightened  people  than  the  reformed  Swifs  and  Dutchmen  :  the  difference 
amongfl  the  peafants  is  very  ftriking^  In  Germany,  after  the  darknefs  in  which  war 
and  theology  had  involved  the  country,  the  Catholics  applied  themfelves  much  fooner 
tiian  the  Proteflants  to  the  fciences.  Sturm,  the  firfl  Improver  of  the  Proteflani  fchools, 
in  his  treatife  De  hijlitutione  Scholarum,  allows,  that  the  Jefuits  had  an  advantage  over 
the  Proteflants  in  the  fchools,  and  that  thefe  mufl  exert  themfelves,  if  they  would  come 
up  with  them.     It  has  been  folely  owing  to  the  indolence  and  Hupidity  of  the  Catholic 
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princes,  that  the  Proteftants  have  not  only  overtaken  them,  but  got  a  great  way  before 
them.  Whilft  the  latter  made  ufe  of  the  liberty  which  had  been  procured  to  their 
fchools  by  the  change  of  their  religion,  the  former  fullered  the  papal  huntfmen  to  entrap 
them  under  the  authority  of  their  unthinking  princes ;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  in 
France,  Venice,  and  other  Catholic  countries. 

It  may,  1  think,  admit  of  fome  doubt,  whether  the  abolition  of  the  ancient  church 
government  did  much  more  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  than  it  did  for  their  under- 
ftandings  ;  at  ieafl  in  every  Protcflant  country  I  pafied  through,  I  heard  the  ecclefialtics 
complain  of  the  decay  of  their  credit,  the  narrownefs  of  their  circumftances,  and  the 
diforders  which  were  the  confequences  of  them  ;  amongft  which,  that  they  moft  enu- 
mei-ated  and  complained  the  moft  bitterly  of,  was  the  not  having  a  bond  of  union  amongft 
themfelves,  but  every  man's  being  allowed  to  be  a  pope  in  his  own  circle.  No  doubt 
but  the  reformers  merited  much  by  improvements  they  introduced  into  the  ecclefiaftical 
police  as  connefted  with  the  civil,  I  mean  by  their  banilhment  of  celibacy,  f;\fts,  popifh 
difpenfations  and  induIgencJes;  but  thefe  improvements  are  confiftent  with  theexiltence 
of  the  Catholic  I'eligion,  and  have  been  introduced  more  or  lefs  into  feveral  countries. 
The  trade  of  indulgencics  is  ruined  almoft  over  the  whole  Catholic  world.  Even  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  crufades,  formerly  the  moft  produdive  of  all,  now  bring  in 
very  little  to  the  holy  father.  For  a  long  time  purgatory  has  only  produced  the  trifling 
fums  which  monks,  religious  brotherhoods,  and  other  communities,  whofe  feftivals  are 
connected  with  indulgencies,  pay  for  their  bulls  of  foundation  ;  and  this  fource  of  i-eve- 
nue  is  now  almoft  dried  up ;  for  in  moft  Catholic  countries  there  are  no  ereftions  of 
new  cloyfters,  nor  new  fraternities,  nor  any  introduction  of  new  feftivals ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  are  endeavouring  as  fail  as  they  can  to  aboHfli  the  old.  Indeed  it  is  only  to 
the  ecclefiaftics  of  the  Catholic  countries  that  purgatory  is  at  all  produftive ;  but  I  have 
leen  the  ecclefiaftics  of  Proteftant  countries  ufe  artifices  to  extort  money  from  their  peo- 
ple particularly  ihe  peafants,  far  more  dangerous  than  purgatory,  which,  after  all,  pro- 
duced only  ofierings  freely  given. 

The  great  merit  of  the  reformers  confifts  in  the  change  which  their  reformation 
made  in  the  morals  of- the  people  :  indulgencies,  proceflions,  feftivals,  fafts,  and  the 
like,  might  have  been  cut  off  by  the  civil  powei*,  without  its  having  made  any  fepara- 
tion  in  the  church  ;  but  no  civil  power  can  at  once  render  a  debauched,  diflipated  peo- 
ple induftrious  and  frugal.  Luther,  who  was  not  the  beft  oeconomift  himfelf,  preached 
nothing  up  fo  much  as  abftinence,  frugality,  and  induftry.  The  Calvinifts  went  ftill  far- 
ther ;  they  taught  that  the  world  was  a  place  of  torment,  and  that  the  true  life  of  man 
confifted  in  the  mortification  of  the  flefli.  Their  catechifm  forbad  all  enjoyments,  -and 
made  a  fin  of  laughter.  A  man  muft  read  Swift's  writings  to  fee  how  much  farther 
the  Calvinifts  went  in  this  point  than  the  Lutherans.  It  muft  be  owned,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  this  command  of  abftinence  is  the  caufe  why  the  Calvinifts  are  every  where 
richer  than  the  Lutherans ;  for  they  are  neither  more  adive  nor  more  induftrious 
than  thefo,  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  melancholy  humour,  (a  confequence  of  their 
education  and  their  manners,)  which  among  the  common  people  in  many  countries  al- 
moft borders  on  ftupidity,  renders  them  heavy  at  every  thing ;  indeed  this  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  they  have  not  done  fo  much  in  the  arts  as  either  the  Lutherans  or  the  Catho- 
lics. I  remember  to  have  read  in  an  Englifti  Review,  an  eftimate  of  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  artifts  and  ingenious  men  produced  by  the  Puritans  or  Calvinifts,  and  thofe 
of  the  eftabhftied  church;  according  to  this  account,  the  former  ftood  to  the  latter  as 
one  to  fix,  and  yet  the  diflenters  make  two  fifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  England. — The 
Dutchman  lives  more  caikingly  in  the  midft  of  his  money,  than  the  Catholics  and  Lu- 
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therans  of  middling  incomes  in  other  places;  he  knows  no  pleafurein  the  whole  world, 
except  that  of  fitting  over  his  difli  of  tea  in  winter  to  converfe  about  war  or  peace,  and  in 
lummer  vifiting  his  garden  once  a  week ;  he  is  tedious,  and  in  a  certain  degree  torpid  about 
his  bufinefs,  and  it  is  to  his  indefatigable  attention  to  the  main  chance,  but  ftill  more 
to  his  niggardlinefs,  that  he  is  indebted  for  his  riches.  This  is  the  character  of  the 
Calvinift  every  where  ;  and  the  fpirit,  which  is  a  confequence  of  this  melancholy  hu- 
mour, allows  fome  of  them  frauds  in  the  daily  trade  and  intercourfe  of  life,  which  a 
Catholic  or  Lutheran  would  confider  as  manifeft  cheating.  They  have  a  text  of  fcrip- 
ture  ready  for  all  occafions,  but  give  the  preference  to  this,  be  ye  wife  as  ferpents.'-- 
The  Memnonites  and  Quakers  are  ftill  more  niggardly  than  the  Calvinifts,  and  in  con- 
fequence much  richer,  but  likewife  ftill  duller ;  thefe,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  have 
no  genius  whatever  for  the  arts. 

It  was  natural  enough  to  expeft,  that  the  reformation  ftiould  here  and  there  lead  to 
abfurdities,  and  that  men  would  go  froin  one  extreme  to  the  other ;  but  as  only  a  part 
of  the  Proteftants  have  carried  thefe  tenets  to  this  excefs,  they  are  as  profitable  to  the 
whole  ftate,  as  they  are  probably  pernicious  to  thehappinefs  of  the  individual.  Though 
the  immenfe  riches  of  the  Dutch  contribute  little  to  render  them  happier  than  the 
poorer  people,  they  enable  them  not  only  to  fupport  the  greateft  wars  for  themfelves, 
but  to  furnifli  friends  and  foes  with  confiderable  fums. 

As  for  the  Lutherans,  they  poflefs  part  of  the  humour  of  their  founder,  and  to  a 
high  degree  of  induftry  and  frugality  unite  a  great  love  of  pleafure  and  jollity,  which 
makes  the  enjoyment  of  fociety.  The  unnatural  hatred  to  pleafure  does  not  damp 
their  wit  and  good  humour,  and  they  have  nothing  of  the  favage  flovenlinefs,  the  dark 
hypocrify,  and  the  ill  breeding,  which  diftinguiflies  the  majority  of  other  feds. 

By  thefe  regulations  in  the  manners,  we  fee  how  powerful  religion  is  on  the  hearts  of 
men.  Prior  to  this  miracle,  for  it  really  was  one,  Germany  was  in  a  conftant  frenzy ; 
drinking,  dancing,  and  intriguing,  kept  priefts  and  laity  in  a  perpetual  dream,  and 
fenfelefs  fpeftacles  of  every  kind  contributed  their  ftiare  to  the  perverfion  of  the  un-  ■ 
derftanding ;  when  lo  !  in  an  inftant,  the  people  ran  from  the  ale-houfes  and  brothels 
to  church,  opened  their  eyes,  believed,  and  became  induftrious,  frugal,  and  adive. 

To  bring  about  fuch  a  change  as  this  was,  required  a  degree  of  refolution,  which  is 
only  to  be  met  with  among  a  barbarous  people,  fuch  as  the  Germans  of  that  time  were. 
When  pleafure  has  once  enervated  a  nation,  nothing  of  the  kind  is  more  to  be  expell- 
ed. In  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany,  particularly  in  Bavaria,  the  obje£l  would  be 
as  difBcuIt  to  cbmpafs  as  it  is  defirable. 


LETTER  XLVIL 

Berlin. 

MY  way  hither  !ay  through  Wittemberg,  a  good  looking  town,  but  which  ftill  preferves 
the  marks  of  the  frequent  change  of  mafters  it  underwent  in  the  laft  Silefian  v/ar,  and 
which  it  has  not  yet  entirely  recovered.  It  fliould  be  properly  the  capital  of  the  eledo- 
rate,  but  niuft  yield  the  firft  place  t»  Leipfick.  Indeed,  in  point  of  riches  and  popu- 
lation, it  is  inferior  to  many  other  towns  in  Saxony. 

As  far  as  the  Elbe,  the  country  is  as  well  cultivated  as  Upper  Saxony,  and  feems  to 
have  the  fame  foil ;  but  you  are  hardly  got  a  poft  beyond  Wittemberg,  before  you  dif- 
cover  a  great  alteration  ;  inftead  of  the  rich  black  foil  of  Saxony,  you  meet  with  no- 
thing but  fand  ;  there  is  alfo  a  tedious  uniformity  in  the  profped  :  there  are  large  mo- 
rafles  near  the  rivers,  and  the  number  of  thick  black  woods  give  the  whole  an  un- 

z  2  pleafing 


172  RIESBECk's   TUAVEiS    THROUGH    GERMAN'/. 

pleafmg  appearance.     Of  all  the  German  provinces  I  have  hitherto  palled  through^ 
nature  feeins  to  have  treated  Brandenburg  the  mod  like  a  ftep-mother. 

The  inhabitants  endeavour  to  remedy  the  niggardlinefs  of  nature  by  their  induflry. 
Wherever  the  foil  has  allowed  of  any  kind  of  agriculture,  they  have  made  the  belt  of 
it.  The  appearance  of  the  villages  and  farms,  as  well  as  of  their  inhabitants,  befpeaks 
profperity. 

My  own  experience  confirms  what  feveral  other  travellers  have  obferved  before  me. 
The  cuftom-houfe  officers  in  Pruffia  are  nehher  fo  tedious,  nor  fo  diflrefling  and  vex- 
atious to  a  traveller,  as  thofe  of  Auftria  ;  they  are  for  the  moft  part  intelligible,  fen- 
fible  men,  and  by  no  means  fo  uefpotic  and  boorifh  as  the  Auflrian  gentlemen  of  the 
fame  profeffion. 

Berlin  is  a  remarkably  beautiful  and  magnificent  city,  and  may  certainly  be  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  fmeft  in  Europe.  It  has  nothing  of  the  uniformity,  which  in  the 
long,  run  makes  the  appearance  of  moft  of  the  new  and  regular  built  towns  tirefome. 
The  architeclure,  the  diftribution  of  the  buildings,  the  appearance  of  the  fquares,  the 
plantations  of  trees  both  in  thefe  and  the  flrects ;.  every  thing,  in  a  word,  befneaks 
talte  and  variety. 

I  have  been  for  fome  days  reconnoitring  the  town  according  to  my  common  cuftom. 
Berlin  is  not  fo  large  as  cither  Paris  or  Vienna;  it  is  about  four  miles  and  a  half  long 
from  the  Muhlcnthor,  which  is  fouth-eaft,  to  the  Oranienburgcrthor  north-weft,  and 
about  three  miles  broad  from  the  Bernaverthor  to  the  north-eall,  to  the  Potfdamerthor 
to  the  fouth-v/eft  ;  but  within  this  extenfive  enclofure  there  are  many  gardens,  and  in 
fome  parts  even  fields  taken  in  :  there  are  not  more  than  fix  thoufand  houfes  in  this 
town,  v.hereas  in  Paris  there  are  near  thirty  thoufand.  The  emptinefs  of  many  places 
is  a  fingular  contraft  to  the  magnificence  of  the  buildings. 

Nor  is  the  contraft  of  this  magnificence  with  the  circumftances  of  the  people  lefs 
(Iriking.  Sometimes  while  you  are  ftanding  gazing  at  the  beauty  of  the  building  in 
the  Ionic  ftyle,  finely  ftuccoed,  whh  a  magnificent  front,  and  all  the  outward  appear- 
ance of  the  habitation  of  a  farmer. general,  or  at  leaft  a  duke,  on  a  fudden  a  window 
opens  in  the  lower  ftory,  and  a  cobler  brings  out  a  pair  of  boots  and  hangs  them  un- 
der your  nofe,  in  order  to  dry  the  leathei-.  As  you  are  loft  in  wonder  at  this  pha:nome- 
non,  thefecond  ftory  opens,  and  a  breeches-maker  treats  you  with  a  pair  of  new  wafh- 
ed  breeches ;  a  little  while  after  another  wmdow  opens  in  the  fame  ftory,  and  a  taylor 
hangs  out  a  waiftcoat  before  you,  or  a  woman  empties  a  difli  ai potatoe  parings  on  your 
head  :  well,  you  go  on  a  few  fteps  farther,  and  come  to  a  palace  of  the  Corinthian  or- 
der, which  looks  like  a  houfe  belonging  to  a  miftrefs  of  the  king,  or  of  one  of  the  prin- 
ces of  the  blood.  Scarce  have  your  wandering  eyes  reached  the  top,  but  you  are  fa- 
luted  by  a  Jew  from  the  attic  ftory,  who  afks  you  whether  you  have  any  thing  to  fwop  ; 
you  caft  your  eyes  a  ftory  lower,  and  behold  fliirts  hanging  out  to  dry,  which  belong 
to  an  officer,  who  is  ftiaving  himfelf,  and  whom  you  would  hardly  conceive  to  have 
two  ftiirts  belonging  to  him.  You  march  en  through  two  or  three  ftreets  of  the  fame 
kind,  and  in  aU  of  them  fee  inhabitants  of  the  fame  fort ;  at  laft  you  arrive  at  the  houfe  of 
a  general  officer,  as  you  eafily  difcover  by  the  guard  before  the  door;  but  you  fee 
neither  porter  nor  running  footmen,  nor  any  thing  of  the  train  of  attendants  of  the  no- 
bility at  Vienna. 

I  have  now  been  tlirce  days  in  the  houfe  of  a  privy-  counfellor,  and  am  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  lord  of  the  war-office  for  my  fellow  tenant.  It  was  impoffible  for 
me  to  remain  at  the  inn.  The  hoft  made  bows  upon  bows,  and  was  fo  very  civil, 
that  1  had  my  fufpicions  of  him.  the  very  firft  moment ;    nor  was  I  miftaken,  for  upo:i 

my 
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my  {laying  dinner  the  next  day  at  a  gentleman's  houfe,  for  whom  I  had  letters  of  re- 
commendation from  Drefden,  at  my  return  he  made  his  remarks  upon  it ;  and  the  day 
after  took  it  in  ferious  dudgeon,  that  I  would  not  leave  a  fine  garden  and  good  com- 
pany, I  had  (trolled  to,  and  walk  three  miles  home  to  add  another  item  to  his  reckon- 
ing. We  were  however  reconciled  ;  but  as  he  perceived  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  did 
not  hold  long  converfation  with  inn  keepers,  he  came  into  my  room,  and  would  read 
me  the  Berlin  newfpapers,  which  for  lies  and  nonfenfe  are  not  behind  hand  with  the 
French  ones.  As  he  was  going  on  with  the  weighty  and  important  intelligence,  that 
a  Pruffian  general  had  died  of  the  gout ;  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Henry  was 
gone  a  journey  to  Rhinfberg  ;  that  a  porfon  in  the  Nezumark,  who  was  a  man  of  let- 
ters, was  afflicted  with  the  cholic ;  and  that  the  wife  of  a  general  officer  in  Silefia  was 
fafely  delivered  of  a  daughter,  I  fnatched  the  paper  out  of  his  hands.  He  took  this  af- 
front fo  civilly,  that  I  was  on  the  point  of  forgiving  the  infolence  of  the  night  before, 
when  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  he  would  provide  me  with  a  companion  to  fleep 
with,  as  well  as  with  my  board,  if  I  chofe  it ;  upon  this  I  immediately  went  out  to  look  for 
a  private  houfe,  it  being  a  maxim  with  me,  that  every  inn  keeper  who  is  a  bawd,  is  of . 
courfe  a  cheat.  In  general  the  inn-keepers  of  this  place  feem  to  be  a  peculiar  kind  of 
people ;  they  are  all  outrageoufiy  civil  at  firft,  but  extremely  furly  when  they  meet 
with  any  one  who  does  not  choofe  to  be  impofed  on  by  them ;  there  is  likewife  no  end 
of  their  impertinent  quellions,  and  when  they  have  no  girls  in  the  houfe,  they  make  it 
no  fecret,  that  this  is  an  article  which  they  undertake  to  provide  ftrangers  with.  They 
have  lifts  in  which  the  ladies  of  the  neighbourhood  are  forted  according  to  their  prices, 
and  a  fervant  is  always  ready  to  fetch  the  wares  which  the  ftrangcr  bargains  for.  My 
landlord,  the  privy-counfellor,  affured  me,  that  there  was  hardly  one  landlord  in  twen- 
ty who  did  not  deal  in  this  trade. 

A  traveller  who  comes  out  of  Bohemia  into  Saxony,  is  apt  to  be  flruck  with  the 
dearnefs  of  provifions  in  the  latter ;  but  it  is  nothing  to  what  he  meets  with  when  he 
comes  from  Saxony  hither.  Several  caufes  contribute  to  this  ;  among  which  may  be 
enumerated  the  natural  poverty  of  the  country  in  feveral  commodities,  the  high  cuf- 
toms,  and  many  monopolies.  To  give  you  a  fniall  idea  of  the  latter,  the  meafure  of 
wood,  which  you  know  cofts  a  trifle  at  Paris,  here  comes  to  a  guinea  and  a  half,  not- 
withflanding  that  Brandenburg  is  full  of  woods  of  all  forts.  Indeed  the  fmall  quantity 
of  money  in  circulation,  and  the  price  of  every  neceffary  of  life,  forms  a  ftrong  con- 
trafl  betwixt  this  place  and  Vienna.  At  Vienna  you  are  amazed  that,  with  fuch  a  cir- 
culation of  money,  every  thing  can  be  fo  cheap,  and  here  can  hardly  conceive  how, 
with  fo  fmall  a  proportion  of  cafli,  every  thing  can  be  fo  dear.  Conceive  that  you  pay 
fix  or  feven  livres  here  for  a  bottle  of  Burgundy  which  has  nothing  but  the  name  of 
Burgundy;  our  common  wines  of  Orleancis,  llle  de  France,  Guyenne,  &c.  fell  for 
three  or  four  livres  a  bottle.  Indeed  the  King  is  a  little  too  hard  upon  the  drinkers  of 
wine. 

In  all  the  private  houfes  I  have  hitherto  feen,  there  prevails  a  rigid  oeconomy  in  the 
kitchen,  cellar,  and  indeed  in  every  part :  the  "only  article  of  expence  is  drefs  ;  but 
you  fee  that  the  belly  has  been  pinched  for  the  fake  of  powder  and  rufPies.  The  la- 
dies drefs  in  the  fafhion,  and  I  faw  feme  ornaments  in  very  great  tafte,  and  very 
rich. 

There  is  no  town  in  Europe,  except  Conftaniinople,  which  has  fo  numerous  a  gar- 
rlfon  as  Berlin  has  :  it  confids  of  twenty-fix  thoufand  men.  For  a  little  money  you 
may  have  every  thing  done  for  you  by  a  foldier  j  they  clean  your  fl.oes,  wafh,  mend, 

pimpj 


174  RIESBECK's   travels    through    GERMANY. 

pimp,  and  in  fliort  do  all  that  is  done  elfewhere  by  Savoyards  and  old  women.  They  arc 
alfo  in  the  cuftom  of  begging  of  Grangers,  not  abfolutely  charity,  but  fomething  to  drink ; 
•with  which,  however,  they  commonly  purchafe  fomething  to  eat,  as  the  Sprey  has 
water  enough  to  quench  their  thirft.  They  are  not  fo  furly  as  the  Imperial  troops, 
and  you  meet  with  feveral  fenfible  men  amongft  them. 

As  far  as  I  can  hitherto  fee  of  the  people  of  this  place,  they  are  better  provided,  as 
to  the  upper  region  or  head,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Vienna,  but  cannot  vie  with 
them  in  the  middle  regions,  the  belly,  and  the  pockets.  The  vacuum  in  thofe,  par- 
ticularly the  purfe,  may  eafily  be  difcovered  by  an  attentive  obferver,  and  it  flrikes  a 
ftranger  forcibly.  They  have  Indeed  fo  little  refpeft  for  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  officers  and  counfellors  will  drive  a  bargin  for  guilders  with  Jews  in  a  public 
coffee-houfe ;  a  thing  I  faw  with  my  own  eyes  the  day  after  I  arrived  here.  The  mer- 
chants, manufadurers,  and  that  part  of  the  nobility  which  have  places,  deal  fo  myf- 
terioufly  in  all  matters  of  money,  that  you  find  it  very  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them 
from  thofe  who  have  not  any.  On  the  other  hand,  you  obferve  here  fuch  an  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the  country,  fuch  a  freedom  in  difcourfmg  on  the  mea* 
fures  of  government,  fuch  a  national  pride,  fuch  a  participation  in  every  public  occur- 
rence ;  and  in  the  military  and  civil  officers,  fuch  an  activity  for  the  ftate,  and  (not- 
withftanding  their  fmall  falaries)  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  doing  their  duty,  that  in  all  thefe 
refpeds  you  would  think  yourfelf  in  London.  This  is  an  evident  fign  that  the  fpirit 
of  a  people  does  not  depend  upon  the  form,  but  on  the  adminiflration  of  a  government ; 
and  that  patriotifm  is  not  the  exclufive  privilege  of  republics.  They  talk  here  about 
the  King's  regulations,  as  well  as  about  his  omi//io?2s  and  commlffions,  with  a  degree  of 
freedom,  that  you  would  only  expeft  to  find  in  an  Englifhman. 

Though  I  have  been  here  but  a  lliort  time,  I  think  I  can  take  upon  me  to  contra- 
dift  an  opinion  which  has  pretty  generally  gone  abroad,  upon  the  authority  of  fome 
gentlemen  who  have  travelled  poll  through  the  country,  about  the  myjierioufnefs  of 
this  government.  It  is  faid  that  there  is  a  cloud  round  the  King's  operations,  and 
that  all  is  fupported  by  his  power ;  for  my  own  part,  I  have  not  feen  a  more  open  or 
more  popular  government  than  this  is,  that  of  England  itfelf  not  excepted.  The  whole 
plan  of  adminiflration  appears  to  me  fo  plain,  and  at  all  times  fo  open  to  every  man's 
infpeflion,  that  I  cannot  conceive  how  fo  falfe  an  eftimate  can  have  been  made.  Some 
Englifhmen,  who  think  that  the  efTence  of  liberty  confifts  in  babbling,  and  giving 
vent  in  parliament  to  every  fpecies  of  ill-humour,  and  who,  from  their  imprudence 
and  felf-fufficiency,  are  the  worft  obfervers  that  travel,  have  mod  probably  fpread 
this  opinion.  It  is  not,  however,  neceffary  to  be  long  in  the  country  to  difcover  that 
the  King  is  no  fonder  of  clandeftine  meafures  than  he  is  of  his  power.  The  depart- 
-inent  of  foreign  affairs,  and  poffibly  fome  things  which  relate  to  the  difcipline  ol  the 
army,  are  the  only  things  v/hich  are  kept  in  fome  obfcurity  ;  and  furely  no  man  will 
expect  that  the  King  will  fuffer  his  correfpondence  with  his  minifters,  and  the  fecret  of 
his  treaties,  to  be  printed  and  fold  in  the  fnops :  but  I  will  talk  to  you  more  at  length 
about  this  another  time. 

LETTER  XLVIII. 

Berlin. 
FORGIVE  me,  brother,  for  having  made  you  wait  fome  time  for  a  letter,  but  I 
have  made  feveral  excurfions  through  the  country,  and  will  now  fit  down  to  give  you 
an  account  of  my  peregrinations. 

I  was 
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I  was  three  days  at  Potfdam.  This  city  has  rtill  finer  houfes  in  it  than  thofe  at  Ber- 
lin ;  but,  hke  thefe,  they  are  inhabited  only  by  perfons  of  the  lower  and  middling 
ranks.  The  fituation  of  the  town  was  much  extolled  to  me,  and  for  a  country  with  fo 
much  famenefs  in  it  as  Brandenburg  has,  it  may  pafs  for  a  fine  one.  Neither,  how- 
ever, the  buildiiigs  nor  the  fituation  were  the  chief  objects  ot  my  vifit  here  ;  what  I 
came  for  was  to  fee  the  King,  who  has  for  fo  many  years  been  the  god  of  the  Parifian 
idolatry,  the  wonder  of  all  Europe,  the  mafter  and  terror  of  his  foes,  and,  in  fliort,- 
who  throughout  all  the  neighbouring  ftates  is  called  The  King  par  excellence.  I  was 
told  that  I- might  very  eafily  be  prefented  to  him;  but  I  have  always  thought  it  a  great 
piece  of  impertinence  to  think  fo  lightly  of  the  leifure  of  a  mighty  monarch,  as  to  in- 
troduce yourfelf  to  him  without  Jhe  fmallelt  pretenfion.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to- 
fee  him  twice  on  horfeback  on  the  parade,  where,  however,  he  is  not  fo  regular  an  at- 
tendant as  formerly. 

All  the  prints  I  have  hitherto  feen  of  him  are  only  half  lengths ;  but  there  are  many 
copies  of  a  very  good  picture,  in  which  he  is  drawn  at  full  length.     You  may  feen  one 

of  thefe  at  Madam  S 's,  at  Paris,  and  they  are  fo  common  here,  that  you  meet  with 

them  in  feveral  inns.      The  original  was  painted  by  an  Italian,  who  having  been  ex- 
tremely fortunate  in  hitting  off  the  likenefs,  the  King  fuffered  copies  of  the  picture  to 
be  taken  by  many  good  mafters  here,  and  made  prefents  of  them  to  feveral  German 
princes,  and  thus  the  copies  have  become  common.     Heavily  as  the  hand  of  age  now 
feems  to  lie  on  this  immortal  man,  the  very  ftrong  likenefs  of  the  face  fiill  remains. 
The  King  of  Pruflia  is  hardly  of  the  middling  fize,  but  firong  built  and  thick  fet.     His 
body  is  now  much  bent,  and  his  head  fliakes,  but  his  eyes  are  (till  piercing,  and  roll 
about  when  he  is  obferving.     Peace,  order,  refolution,  and  earneftnefs  are  marked  upon 
his  face.     There  is  likewife  that  particular  look  about  him  which  is  common  to  all  great 
perfonages,  and  which  I  lliould  call  indifference  to  all  that  furrounds  him,  were  it  not 
that  you  fee  evidently,  that  he  takes  an  uncommon  iutereft  in  the  things  which  he  con- 
ceives fpecially  to  belong  to  his  province.     The  editor  of  Voyages  en  differenis  Pays  de 
r Europe,  Mr.  Pilati,  fays,  that  every  thing  at  Berlin  and  Potfdam  is  carried  on  in  filence, 
and  that  nothing  can  be  known  either  of  the  King's  private  life,  or  of  his  public  affairs. 
There  is  an  univerfal  opinion  of  the  kind  gone  out  about  this  court :  If  you  will  believe 
fome  Englilhmen,  efpecially  Mr.  Wraxall,  the  genius  which  animates  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narchy, is  a  man-hating,  light-lhining  genius,  who  in  imperceptible  darknefs  ftrikes  con- 
Itantly  at  the  eftates  of  the  fubjeQs  and  lays  fnares  for  them.     It  is  impoiTible  to  form  a 
falfer  judgment  of  the  King.     Mr.  Pilati,  who  contradidts  himfelf  in  more  places  than 
one,  fays  in  another  part  of  his  letters,  that  the  King's  hours  are  fo  regularly  diftributed, 
that  at  any  time  you  may  know  what  he  is  then  doing.     Indeed  the  true  caufe  why  fo 
little  is  to  be  faid  of  the  King's  private  life,  is  the  great  fimplicity  and  regularity  of  it. 
Here  is  no  minifter  to  enter  into  intrigues  with,  to  ruin  a  man  of  honour  who  (lands 
in  his  way  ;  no  miftrefs  whofe  humour  a  man  muft  ftudy  to  get  the  favourable  minute 
to  obtain  a  right,  or  have  juftice  done  him  for  an  injury,  or  of  whofe  adventures  he 
mud  keep  a  regifter,  to  revenge  himfelf  on  her  by  bon-mots,  epigrams,  and  anec- 
dotes ; — no  queen  to  puzzle  and  perplex  the  court  every  morning  with  the  very  great 
problem,  whether  (he  has  flept  with  her  hufband  or  not,  whether  (he  is  breeding  or 
not,  and  whether  the  fafhion  will  not  undergo  fome  revolution,  commanded  by  Her 
Majefty,  in   the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  v/eek.     The  princes  and  princeifes  of  the  blood 
have  neither  difputes  for  precedency  to  fettle,  nor  cabals  to  contrive,  nor  large  play 
debts  to  difcharge,  nor  any  of  the  mighty  bufineifes  which  are  the  daily  occupations  of 
other  courts  to  diijpatch  j  the  King  neither  hunts  nor  goes  to  balls  or  theatres  (a  few 
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operas  only  excepted)  ;  he  has  no  occafion  to  advife  with  a  miniflier  of  finance,  how,  or 
from  what  funds  the  miilrefs's  new  drefs,  or  her  new  houfe,  or  her  new  garden,  or 

her  journey  to fliallbe  paid; — nothing  is  undertaken  here  for  which  the  money  is  net 

ready.  The  King  of  Pruflia  has  neither  favourite,  nor  confefibr,  nor  court  fool  (who, 
vuttaiis  mutandis,  is  ftill  in  good  credit  in  the  other  courts  of  Germany,  and  whofe  part 
the  confeflbr  moftly  plays). 

Under  thefe  circumltances,  the  court  anecdotes  of  the  day  mufi;  neceffarily  be  very 
few ;  but  yet  the  King  gives  himfelf  fo  httle  trouble  to  be  concealed,  that  as  the  Eng- 
lifliman,  Moore  obfervcs,  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to  arrive  at  his.  bed-chamber  unper- 
ceived  :  he  is  furrounded  neither  by  a  guard  or  a  fwarm  of  footmen  and  valets  de 
chambre ;  he  often  walks  alone  in  the  gardens  of  SansSoucjf,  and  wherever  he  is, 
except  at  a  review,  no  man  is  kept  at  a  diftance. 

It  is  owing  to  the  fame  fimplicity  and  order  which  obtains  in  his  private  life,  that  the 
operations  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  government  make  fo  little  noife.  Whoever  con- 
fiders  his  adminiftration  as  myllerious,  or  his  dealings  as  edablifhed  in  intrigue,  falls  into 
the  error  fo  common  to  all  us  mortals,  of  thinking  there  is  intrigue  wherever  there  is 
fimplicity;  hence  it  is,  that  we  do  not  fee  the  truth  that  is  under  our  nofes.  Some- 
times, however,  a  man's  over  zeal  works  out  fomewhat  bitter  from  his  own  gall,  and 
this  I  conceive  to  have  been  Mr.  Wraxall's  cafe. 

It  is  true,  that  the  King  neither  holds  ftated  councils,  nor  yet  a  Lit  de  Jiijlice  ;  he  has 
no  parliament  whofe  members  are  promoted  for  their  flatteries,  and  banilhed  for  their 
oppofition.  The  princes  of  the  blood  have  no  opportunity  of  compelling  him  by  rcprc- 
fenfaiions  or  protejlaiiom  againft  his  meafures,  either  to  forbid  them  appearing  at  court 
on  certain  days,  or  to  pay  their  debts  ;  men  of  honour  are  not  baniflied  from  him  by 
Lettres  de  Cachet,  nor  can  the  minillers  cabal  againft  them  ;  neither  is  this  King  com- 
pelled to  appeal  to  the  love  and  patriotifm  of  his  fubjefts,  as  often  as  the  invention  of 
the  minifler  of  finance  is  exhaufted,  and  the  poor  man  has  no  artifice,  fave  flattery,  left 
to  wring  the  laft  penny  from  their  purles ;  he  knows  nothing  of  fl:ate  lotteries,  nor  of 
annuities,  nor  of  loans,  nor  of  new  vingticmcs',  nor  of  augmenting  the  capitation;  he  has 
no  dons  gratiiits  to  expeft  from  his  clergy,  nor  is  he  obliged  to  threaten  them  with  re- 
formation in  religion,  if  they  will  not  make  him  the  prefents  required;  he  has  no  biftiops 
Tior  forbonnc,  who  imprifon  fenfible  men,  and  take  away  their  charafter  in  the  public 
eflimation,  in  order  to  preferve  their  own  places ;  his  minillers  can  neither  make  par- 
ties amongfl;  themfelves,  nor  play  at  the  blind  cow  with  him. — All  this  mull  in  truth 
render  the  government  very  uniform,  and  affords  very  little  fubjeft  for  news. 

I  fpent  many  days  in  confidering  in  what  part  of  this  adminlltration  it  would  be  pof- 
fible  to  introduce  myflery,  without  being  able  to  make  a  probable  conje<9:ure.  There 
is,  indeed,  a  myftery  incidental  to  foreign  affairs,  from  the  very  nature  of  them,  which 
even  the  Engliih  minifl;ry  contrive  religioufly  to  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  parliament ; 
bat  as  to  home  occafions,  neither  the  religion,  the  nobility,  nor  any  part  of  the  fl:ate  is 
ever  at  variance  with  the  whole.  Far  from  endeavouring  to  undermine  the  rights  of 
the  nobility,  the  King  takes  all  poffible  pains  to  maintain  them  in  the  full  poffeffion  of 
them.  He  has  aflilted  the  Silcfian  nobility,  who  are  the  moil  powerful  in  his  country, 
by  lending  them  large  fums  of  money,  at  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  fame  thing  has 
been  done  for  the  nobility  of  other  countries  who  have  wanted  his  ainllance.  No  com- 
munity, city,  or  religious  order,  is  in  the  lead  danger  of  having  their  privileges  intruded 
upon,  as  long  as  they  are  not  detrimental  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole.  The  rich. 
cloyfl;ers  in  Silefia  and  the  Weftern  Pruflia,  have  not  the  leail  thing  to  apprehend. 
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The  Pruflian  government  is  generally  confrdered  in  other  countries  as  the  moft  defpc- 
t!c  that  exills,  though,  in  fad,  nothing  can -be  iefs  fo.  The  maxim  which  is  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Britifh  conditulion.  Lex  in  regno  Jm  juperiorcs  habct  Dcum  et  Regem,  is  no 
where  fo  well  obferved  as  it  is  here.  People  will  not  furely  call  a  rigid  obfervation  of 
the  laws  which  promote  the  good  of  the  ilate  defpotifm  ;  and  what  inftances  are  there 
of  the  King's  ever  having  allowed  himfelf  any  thing  that  befpoke  arbitrary  fentinients  ? 
In  no  country  are  the  rights  of  reafon,  the  rights  of  nature,  the  cufloms,  and  particular  fta- 
tutes  which  do  not  militate  againft  the  happinefs  of  the  whole,  better  obferved  and  guard- 
ed than  they  are  in  the  Prullian  dominions.  No  where  does  government  direft  all  its 
fteps  fo  exaclly  according  to  the  rule  of  right  as  it  does  here.  The  ftrongefl:  proof  that 
can  be  given  of  this  affertion,  is  the  confideration  of  the  adminiftration  of  finances. 
Taxes  are  the  only  mark  of  univerfal  defpotifm,  all  other  afts  of  power  affeding  only 
particular  perfons,  and  chiefly  thofe  who  for  their  own  intei-eft  fubjeft  themfelves  to 
them  ;  but  taxes  are  levied  equally  upon  all  the  people.  Let  us  therefore  fee  how  it  is 
with  taxes  in  the  Pruflian  dominions. 

Exclufive  of  the  crown  lands,  mines,  manufaflures,  and  other  revenues  of  royalty, 
the  finance  fyftem  of  the  King  of  Prufiia  refts  upon  the  two  plainefl:  grounds  that  can 
be,  the  taxes  and  cufloms.  The  taxes  fall  upon  the  mofl:  numerous  and  mofl  ufeful 
clafs  of  the  people,  to  wit,  the  farmers  and  holders  of  land  ;  and  they  are  as  moderate 
•when  compared  with  the  value  of  things,  as  thofe  of  any  other  country  in  Europe.  THg 
farmers  in  the  PrufTian  dominions,  as  the  Englifhman  Moore  himfelf  acknowledges, 
are  as  well  off  as  thofe  of  any  other  country  whatever  :  they  compofe  at  leafl:  three- 
fourths  of  the  King's  fubjeds  ;  and  the  good  circumflances  of  fo  large  a  part  of  the  na- 
tion, is  a  good  compenfation  in  the  eyes  of  humanity  for  the  nobility  not  being  fo  rich 
as  in  England  and  France.  In  both  thefe  countries  the  farmers,  though  they  con- 
ftitute  what  is  properly  called  the  nation,  or  people,  are  the  laft  thought  of  by  goveriw^ 
inent. 

It  is  worth  while  to  compare  the  flate  of  the  Englifli  farmers  with  that  of  the  PrufTian 
ones  ;  as  it  is  by  fuch  comparifons  alone  that  we  can  form  to  ourfelves  diftind  notions 
of  liberty  and  defpotifm,  as  well  as  of  the  little  dependance  that  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
accounts  of  things  given  by  Englifli  travellers,  who  are  wont  to  treat  as  flaves  all  nations 
who  have  no  nabobs,  nor  lords,  nor  corrupt  brawlers  in  parliament,  nor  yet  a  king 
whom  every  rafcal  is  at  liberty  to  throw  dirt  at  under  the  mafk  of  patriotifm. 

The  fubfl:antial  Englifn  farmers  cannot  be  taken  into  our  comparifon,  on  account  of 
the  fmalinefs  of  their  nimibers;  for,  according  to  the  accounts  the  Englifli  writers  them- 
felves give,  they  hardly  make  the  fixtieth  part  of  the  whole,  and  are  exadly  what  the 
poffeflbrs  of  fmall  eftates  and  the  farmers  of  the  crown  lands  are  here  •  or  rather 
the  number  of  thefe  is  much  greater  in  Prufiia  than  that  of  the  fubfl:antial  farmers  in 
England. 

The  number  of  yeomen,  freeholders,  and  copy-holders,  who  have  the  right  of  chufin? 
members  of  parliament,  isallb  very  fmall,  and  it  is  well  known  that  their  rioht  of  elcdion 
is  a  vain  title.  The  nobility,  whofe  tenants  they  are  in  great  nieafure,  or  who  can  bring 
them  under  their  dominion  various  ways,  rob  them  of  their  votes  either  by  open  power 
or  fecret  bribery. 

In  the  prefent  fl:ate  of  things  in  England,  the  farmer  has  evidently  no  fliare  in  the  le- 
giflation  ;  he  is  in  th^  firongeft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  flave  of  a  fuperior  order.  He  is 
compelled  to  go  as  a  foldier  or  failor  to  America,  or  the  Eafl:  or  Wefl;  Indies,  and  the 
highell  and  lei's  numerous  clafs  of  the  people  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labours.  The  quan- 
tity  of  gold  which  he  brings  back  to  England,  at  the  expence  of  his  blood,  raifes  the 
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price  of  things,  fo  that  he  is  not  able  to  export  the  produce  of  his  lands  ;  and  a  part  of 
tile  bed  land  in  Europe  mud  have  remained  uncultivated,  had  not  parliament  granted 
fuch  large  bounties  on  exportation,  as  enabled  the  holders  of  it  to  iupport  the  compe- 
tition of  other  nations  :  nor  can  even  this  precarious  ftate  of  the  corn  trade  laft  longer 
than  till  fuch  times  as  the  navy  of  Ruflia  and  otlier  ftates,  which  border  on  Poland,  fhall 
improve.  Asfoon  as  Rulfia  and  Pruffia  fliall  have  a  fufficicntnavy,  and  the  agriculture 
of  Poland  is  become  what  it  is  capable  of  being  brought  to,  the  Englilh  corn  trade  will 
of  courfe  be  dellroyed.  That  fyltem  of  convenience,  which  Great  Britain  has  taken  up 
for  fo  many  years  paft  in  defiance  of  juftice  and  the  law  of  nations,  is  as  oppreffive  to 
the  farmer,  as  it  is  advantageous  to  the  nobility  and  trading  pan  of  the  country.  It 
is  the  former  who  mud  fight  out  the  wars  which  this  fyftem  introduces  ;  they  are  prin- 
cipally  affected  by  the  (lagnation  and  fall  of  national  credit,  the  immenfe  debt  of  the 
country,  and  the  exchange  of  coin  for  paper-money.  The  increafe  of  taxes,  in  the  cafe 
of  a  war,  all  fall  ultinaately  upon  them,  as  this  event  at  once  takes  a  great  number  of 
hands  from  the  plough,  and  the  internal  confumptlon  is  leffened  by  the  abfence  of  fa 
many  thoufand  men  from  their  native  country.  The  dangers  of  the  fea,  and  the  poli- 
tical date  in  which  Great  Britain  has  been  for  thefe  fourfcore  years  pad,  almod  confine 
their  corn  trade  to  the  countries  from  which  the  larged  quantities  are  exported  in  time 
of  peace.  A  long  war  neceffarily  occafions  a  great  increafe  of  dreet  robbers  and  thieves, 
y/ho  are  all  of  the  clafs  of  farmers,  and  are  a  new  plague  to  the  country  people.  The 
wars  England  has  been  engaged  in  during  the  lad  century,  which  taken  altogether  oc- 
cupy half  that  period,  have  diminidied  the  population,  to  the  great  detriment  of  agricul- 
ture. Whatever  is  faid  of  the  population  of  England,  it  does  not  bear  any  proportion  to 
thofe  of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  the  fize  of  the  refpeftive  countries  being  taken 
into  the  account.  In  thefe  countries  there  are  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men  to  every 
fquare  mile,  and  in  England  hardly  one  thoufand  nine  hundred;  and  yet  it  has  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  than  any  country. 

Blinded  by  a  falfe  appearance  of  freedom,  the  Englifli  farmer  thinks  that  he  is  fight- 
ing for  the  good  of  his  country,  whild  in  fact  he  is  fighting  to  fupport  the  vices  of  the 
Treat.  This  the  true  caufe  v/hy  fome  Englifli  writers  have  thought,  that  indruding 
farmers  prejudiced  the  if  ate,  and  have  contended  for  keeping  them  in  a  date  of  favage 
barbarity,  as  a  thing  effential  to  the  happinefs  of  the  whole.  The  true  meaning  of  this 
is,  that  the  nation  would  have  foldiers  and  failors  to  fight  through  dorms  and  batteries 
for  a  freedom  which  hardly  a  twentieth  part  of  the  nation  poffefles. 

Dr.  Moore  thinks  that  the  King  of  Pruflia's  reafon  for  contributing  fo  much  to  the 
profperity  of  his  farmers  is,  that  they  may  fupply  him  with  foldiers.  None  but  an  Eng- 
lilhman,  who  is  ufed  to  didort  every  thing  to  the  opinion  which  bed  fuits  his  prejudices, 
could  have  had  fuch  an  idea.  Hardly  two-fifth  of  the  Prufiian  army  confid  of  farmers 
fons ;  above  half  are  foreigners,  and  the  other  half  is  made  up  equally  from  town  and 
country.  Pilati  flatly  contradicts  Moore  in  this  particular.  He  informs  us,  that  the 
Prufiian  armies  are  m?.de  up  of  men  which  ancient  Rome  would  not  have  accepted  of 
for  her  defenders,  to  wit,  manufacturers.  I  fliall  not  take  up  your  time  nor  my  own  in 
writing  down  any  more  of  thefe  conceits,  which  only  make  a  fenfible  man  laugh.  The 
King  of  Pruffia,  as  the  reafon  of  things  directs,  and  far  differently  from  the  Englidi  le- 
giflature,  confiders  the  peafants  as  the  mod  ufeful  members  of  the  community.  He 
does  not  trouble  himfelf  with  foreign  colonies,  which  deprive  the  land  of  the  hands  ne- 
ceffary  to  till  it,  and  which  the  peafant  is  obliged  to  defend  for  the  advantage  of  the  dif- 
fipated  part  of  the  nation.  His  fydem  of  politics  reds  neither  on  being  mader  of  the 
fea,  nor  on  the  vanity  of  interfering  in  all  the  concerns  of  the  European  powers,  for  the 

fake 


R3ESBECK*S    TRAVELS    THROUGH    GERMANY.  179 

fake  of  having  the  doubtful  name  of  the  maintainerof  the  balance  and  freedom  of  Eu- 
rope, which  has  embroiled  the  Englifli  in  fo  many  wars,  whatever  may  have  been  falfely 
faid  to  the  contrary.  His  peafants,  as  I  will  fhew  you  in  a  future  letter,  are  in  no  danger 
of  being  the  vi6lims  of  ambition,  as  thofe  of  England  conltantly  are.  It  is  impoflible  for 
the  Pruflians  ever  to  be  put  to  the  difficulty  of  not  being  able  to  part  with  what  their 
land  produces.  In  England,  according  to  the  account  of  the  befl:  politicians,  large  trafts 
of  the  befl  land  is  uncultivated.  In  Pruflia,  even  the  dry  fands  are  ploughed.  In  Eng- 
land a  man  of  fortune  has  it  in  his  power  to  put  a  forced  price  upon  the  corn  in  the 
market  to  his  own  profit,  and  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  neighbouring  farmers. 
Here  the  country  is  not  only  free  from  all  fuch  afts  of  power  of  the  nobility,  but  the 
king,  by  wife  regulations  and  by  magazines,  contrives  to  keep  the  corn  at  a  condant 
high  price  :  this  he  effefts  by  wife  regulations,  and  laying  out  large  fums  to  keep  his 
granaries  always  full.  The  bounty  granted  by  the  Englifli  patliament  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  corn,  bears  no  proportion  to  the  fums  fpent  by  the  King  of  Pruflia  on  the  im- 
provement of  agriculture.  He  not  only  gives  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  improve  the  wafle 
lands,  wood  for  building,  cattle,  and  ftock  of  all  kinds,  but  lays  out  large  fums  of  mo- 
ney amongft  the  poor  farmers.  For  feveral  years  pafl  he  has  given  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Middle7nark  alone  10,000  thalers  a  year,  and,  according  to  a  computation  made,  he 
gives  every  year  about  700,000  guilders  i.  e.  2,500,000  French  livres  amongft  the  poor 
farmers.  The  yearly  out-goings  for  colonies,  caufeways,  canals,  &c.  all  which  have  the 
advancement  of  agriculture  in  view,  coft  him  no  lefs.  The  great  advantage  which  the 
PrufTian  farmer  has  over  the  Englifh,  that  which  renders  hifi,  without  a  doubt,  the  freeft 
and  happiefl  farmer  upon  earth,  is,  that  his  land-tax  is  never  increafed  ;  this  circum- 
ftance  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  filence  all  the  clamours  raifed  about  Pruflian  def- 
potifm,  were  the  perfons  who  raife  them  capable  of  any  fhame,  or  did  they  take  any 
trouble  to  fee  more  of  the  country  than  it  is  pofTible  they  Ihould  fee  by  riding  port 
through  it. 

The  taxes  in  the  King  of  PrufTia's  dominions  are  fubjefl:  to  no  alteration.  In  the  very 
prefTure  of  the  Silefian  war,  when  all  Europe  thought  that  the  PrufTian  country  muft  be 
drained  to  the  uttermoft  farthing,  they  were  not  raifed  a  fix-pence  ;  and  had  the  war 
been  longer  and  ftill  more  violent,  they  would  not  have  been  raifed.  This  is  due  to  the 
perfeft  knowledge  which  the  king  has  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  his  averfion  to 
defpotifm  and  arbitrary  power.  He  knew  that  taxes  are  doubly  diftrefling  to  the  farmers 
amidft  the  defolations  and  diftreffes  of  war,  and  that  any  increafe  of  them  muft  be  ex- 
tremely pernicious,  at  a  time  when  from  the  abfence  of  the  troops  the  confumption  of 
the  produce  is  leiTened,  the  country  plundered  by  incurfions  of  the  enemy,  and  many 
ufeful  hands  taken  from  the  plough. 

Mr.  Pilati,  who  does  juftice  to  the  King's  attention  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture, 
concludes  what  he  fays  on  this  fubjeft  with  this  remark  :  "  Notwithftanding  all  that  the 
King  has  done  to  promote  it,  agriculture  will  not  flourifh  in  the  Pruflian  dominions,  on 
account  of  the  finallnefs  of  the  circulation."  I  could  obferve  no  diftrefs  arifing  from  any 
circumftance  of  this  kind ;  on  the  contrary,  what  I  faw  of  the  drefs,  the  furniture  of 
their  houfes,  and  the  way  of  life,  befpoke  a  degree  of  eafe,  which  approached  very  nearly 
to  luxury  ;  indeed,  it  appears  a  priori,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  cannot  be  ex» 
pofed  to  that  want  of  money  which  is  felt  in  the  great  towns  ;  they  are  the  great  canals, 
or,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefTion,  the  great  refervoirs  of  the  gold,  which  comes  to 
them  through  the  fmall  canals  of  the  ftate,  and  returns  from  them  through  linall  canals 
to  the  body.  The  whole  machine  of  government  is  calculated  for  their  benefit :  they 
feel  the  excife  and  nwnopolies-  left;  than  any  perfons,  and  may  free  thrmfelves  entirely 
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from  their  burthens,  if,  according  to  the  King's  paternal  reqiiifition,  they  will  ab/lain 
from  luxury.  It  is  the  manufadurers,  artilts,  petty  tradefmen,  and  above  all,  the  lower 
snd  middling  inhabitants  of  the  great  cities,  who  are  compelled  to  confume  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  farmer  has  all  the  benefit  of  it ;  indeed,  the  whole  Prufiian 
fyftem  of  culfoms  is  adapted  for  the  peculiar  advantage  of  the  latter ;  for  indance.  the 
objeft  in  the  extravagant  duties  on  foreign  wines,  is  to  compel  the  people  to  drink  the 
beer  of  the  country,  in  the  making  of  which  the  iarmer  employs  his  barley  and  his  hops. 
The  foldier  gives  every  thing  to  the  farmer  ;  his  clothing,  his  eating,  his  drinking,  all 
contribute  to  the  profperiiy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  An  evident  reafon  why 
the  Pruilian  farmers  mult  be  the  very  people  who  caii  know  no  want  of  money,  is,  that 
the  produftions  of  the  country  are  much  dearer  than  they  are  in  any  of  the  neighbouring 
countries,  though  the  fale  is  much  greater. 

I  have  read  in  a  German  review  the  account  of  a  work,  the  author  of  which  attempts 
to  prove,  that  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Pruffian  farmers  over  the  other  orders  of 
the  Mate,  will  feme  time  or  other  prove  dangerous  to  the  conftitution  ;  but  is  it  not  na- 
tural, is  it  not  republican,  is  it  not  confonant  to  the  dignity  of  man  to  conceive,  that  the 
moft  ufeful,  and  mod  numerous  part  of  a  community  ihould  have  the  greatefl:  authority 
in  it?  Shall  a  parcel  of  lords  poflefs  all  the  advantages  of  that  freedom  which  the  farmer 
is  obliged  to  give  his  blood  to  defend  ? 

Mr.  Pilati,  who  often  contradids  what  he  has  proved,  and  often  proves  what  he  has 
contradided,  makes  a  remark  in  his  account  of  Sicily,  which,  though  it  does  not  agree 
with  what  he  himfelf  had  faid  before  of  the  Rate  of  agriculture  in  Pruffia,  does  great  ho- 
nour to  the  Pruffian  adminidration.     After  having  contrafted  the  profufe  bleffings  of 
nature  in  this  ifland,  with  her  ftep-mother  treatment  of  the  countries  under  the  Pruffian 
dominions,  he  tells  us,  that  notwithflanding  this,  the  Pruffian  farmers  are  happier  than 
thofe  of  Sicily.     "What  a  god-like  adminidration  mud  that  be,  which  makes  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  fandy  wade  happier  than  the  pofleffiars  of  a  country,  which  both  ancient  and 
modern  writers  extol  as  a  miracle  of  fruitfulnefs  and  wealth!    The  land  in  Sicily  pro- 
duces a  hundred  fold,  and  in  Pruffia  it  is  a  miracle  when  the  mays  yields  fevenor  eight 
times,  and  the  corn  twelve  or  fifteen  times,  what  has  been  fown.     The  Sicilians,  befides 
the  corn  trade,  have  oil,  filk,  wine,  citrons,  oranges,  fugar,  and  feveral  other  mod  va- 
luable articles.     The  Pruflians  have  only  a  few  turnips,  crab-apples,  and  nuts;  and  yet 
the  latter  are  richer  than  the  former :  and  is  it  not  far  more  honourable  to  the  admi- 
nidration of  Pruffia,  that  notwithdanding  the  niggardlinefs  of  nature,  the  greated  part  of 
the  inhabitants  are  happier  than  if  it  poflefl'ed  a  dozen  Lords  Clive,  Cavendifn,  and  Bal- 
timore, and  three  fcore  Dukes  Pignatelli,  Monteleone,  and  Matalone  ?  If  one  confiders, 
as  it  isjud  to  do,  the  very  unfavourable  foil  that  was  to  be  worked  upon,  it  will  appear 
that  the  King  has  done  wonders  in  agriculture.     I  faw  feveral  trads  of  cultivated  land, 
which  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  were  barren  fands.     The  number  of  villages  and 
houfes  in  his  feveral  dominions,  which  he  has  either  made,  or  fo  improved,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  known  again,  amounts  to  feveral  hundreds.  As  the  morafles  contain  fome 
of  the  bed  land  here,  he  fpends  immenfe  fums  in  drying  them  ;  upon  the  whole,  you 
fee  that  agriculture  here,  is  what  nature  prefcribes  it  Ihall  be,  the  gi-ound-work  of  every 
political  operation  of  the  country.     The  miniders  and  privy-counfellors  dedicate  to  the 
improvement  of  it  thofe  private  hours,  which  in  other  countries  they  give  to  pleafure, 
play,  or  caballing  for  each  others  places.     The  prime  minider  Hertjberg,  who,  in  every 
fenfe  of  the  word,  is  one  of  the  greated  men  of  the  prefent  century,  has  an  edate  fome 
miles  from  hence,  in  the  improvement  of  which  he  fpends  his  hours  of  relaxation  from 
the  cares  of  date.     In  almolt  every  village  you  meet  with  a  nobleman,  whofe  principal 
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t)ccuparion  is  agriculture,  and  who  poffeiTes  the  art  of  making  his  amufement  and  bufi- 
nefs  coincide.  In  ord-T  to  find  out  to  what  produce  the  foil  of  PrufTia  is  belt  adapted, 
they  not  only  import  feeds  from  Poland,  Ruffia,  England,  Sicily,  and  the  other  countries 
of  Europe,  but  have  made  feveral  fine  experiments  with  corn  from  Barbary  and  Egypt. 
The  molt  brilliant  tera  of  the  King's  government,  in  his  own  eyes,  is  that  which  is  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  fome  ufelul  improvement  in  agriculture.  I  was  told  an  anecdote  which 
does  him  more  honour  than  the  Emperor  of  China  derives  from  opening  the  ground 
witli  a  golden  plough.  There  is  a  privy-counfellor  here  of  the  name  of  Brenkenhoff,  a 
man  who,  born  without  a  penny,  had  made  himfelf  worth  millions  by  his  induftry.  This 
gentleman,  fome  years  fince,  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  his  improvements  in  agriculture. 
.T,mongft  other  things,  he  fent  for  rye  from  Archangel,  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
by  degrees  they  begged  his  feeds  all  through  Pomerania,  Silefia,  Brandenburgh,  and 
PrufTia ;  and  the  country  gained  confiderable  fums,  which  before  ufed  to  be  paid  to  the 
Poles  and  Ruflians  for  this  commodity.  In  confequence  of  this,  whenever  Mr.  Bren- 
kenhoff" has  any  thing  to  alk  of  the  King  for  himfelf  or  the  province,  he  always  couches 
his  requeft  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Had  not  1  brought  rye  from  Archangel,  Your 
Majefty  and  your  fubjefts  would  have  been  without  fo  many  thoufands  you  now  poflfefs  j 
it  is  therefore  fit  and  proper  that  you  likevvife  grant  me  my  requeft."  The  King  not 
only  makes  it  a  rule  never  to  deny  him  any  thing  he  afks,  but  has  often  faid,  "  Bren- 
kenhoff' is  the  moft  extraordinary  man  born  in  this  country  under  my  adminiftration, 
and  I  am  proud  of  him."  Mr.  Brenkenhoff  has  imported  large  quantities  of  camels  and 
buffaloes  from  Afia,  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  The  race  of  the  latter  thrive 
very  well  under  the  Pruffian  fky.  I  have  likewife  feen  fome  of  them  at  Saltzburg, 
where,  notwithftanding  the  fouthem  fituation,  the  climate  is  not  wanner  than  it  is  in 
Prufiia  ;  but  the  lazinefs  of  this  animal  renders  all  his  other  advantages  of  no  account. 
The  experiment  with  camels  was  attended  with  no  fuccefs.  The  rearing  of  flieep,  and 
cultivation  of  tobacco  are,  after  the  corn  trade,  the  great  refources  of  this  country.  They 
alfo  make  a  large  quantity  of  coarfe  filk,  but  this  is  rather  the  entertainment  of  fpecu- 
lative  farmers,  than  a  regular  produce  of  the  country.  The  nobility,  clergy,  and  pof- 
felfors  of  great  eftates,  are  the  only  ones  who  attend  to  it.  It  is,  however,  very  remark- 
able, that  there  are  twelve  thoufand  pounds  of  filk  wove  every  year  in  Prufiia  ;  whilfl 
Hungary,  whofe  climate  is  undoubtedly  as  favourable  to  this  produce  as  any  country  ia 
Europe,  cannot  raife  above  feven  or  eight  thoufand  pounds  worth,  notwithftanding  all 
the  pains  taken  by  government  for  the  improvement  of  this  branch  of  commerce.  Once 
again,  brother,  I  muft  repeat  it,  the  PrufTian  land-holders,  who  arefecured  againft  every 
arbitrary  impofition,  and  in  every  poflible  way  fupported  and  protected,  are  a  greater 
fymptom  of  national  liberty,  than  a  dozen  fat  lords,  or  a  corrupt  parliament.  In  my 
next  letter  I  will  fpeak  to  you  of  the  people  who  really  feel  the  prefTure  of  excife  and 
monopolies,  and  amongft  whom  there  is  of  courfe  extreme  poverty. 

I  cannot  fend  away  this  letter  without  obferving,  that  the  very  way  in  which  the  King 
exercifes  the  fundions  of  government,  is  a  plain  proof  of  his  not  having  any  fecret  or 
myfterious  views  with  refpect  to  any  of  his  fubjefts.  A  defpot,  who  is  not  to  be  con- 
fined by  any  regard  to  reftitude  and  juftice,  who  is  always  diffinguifhing  betwixt  his 
own  advantage  and  the  utility  of  the  whole,  and  who  wants  to  cheat  his  people  without 
their  obferving  it,  muft  have  either  fools  for  his  minifters,  whom  he  may  cheat  as  he 
does  the  people,  or  he  muft  have  a  favourite,  whom  he  can  make  ufe  of  for  his  myfte- 
rious purpofes.  Neither  of  thefe  is  the  cafe  with  the  King  of  Pruffia.  His  minifters  and 
counfellors  are  all  of  them  the  moft  enlightened  patriots;  and  many  of  them  would  make 
a  figure  as  men  of  letters,  if  they  had  time,  or  would  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of 

writiDg-. 


*82  riesbeck's  travels  Through  Germany. 

writing.  With  regard  to  a  favourite,  the  very  name  is  unknovpn  in  this  country.  Vol- 
taire, the  Marquis  D'Argens,  Algarotti,  Quintus  Icilius,  and  Baftiani,  were  only  the 
companions  of  idle  hours,  and  knew  lefs  of  the  government  than  any  body,  as  Voltaire 
has  often  proved  by  his  bon  mots.  Thefe  beaux  efprits  were  obliged  to  keep  within 
their  proper  fphere,  and  never  could  bring  the  King  to  be  familiar  with  them,  how  little 
foever  he  made  them  feel  the  difference  of  rank  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  hfe. 

The  King  poffeffes  the  rare  and  great  talent  of  letting  himfelf  down  to  every  man, 
without  forgetting  himfelf  in  the  lead.  His  reader  and  fecretary  dare  not  bring  him 
either  complaint  or  petition.  The  King  appears  to  be  exceedingly  miflruftful  of  him- 
felf, and  to  fear  leafl  his  daily  converfation  and  familiarity  with  all  forts  of  people  fhould 
lead  him  into  error.  His  fecretary,  who  pafles  fo  many  hours  of  every  day  with  him  in 
private,  mufl:  lay  all  the  bufmefs  to  be  done  before  him  in  form.  His  minifters  are  the 
only  perfons  he  refers  to  ;  they  are  the  executors  of  his  will. 

It  has  been  frequently  obferved,  that  no  King  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  is  fo  well 
ferved  as  the  King  of  PrufTia,  though  there  is  none  who  pays  his  fervants  fo  ill.     But 
thefe  good  fervants  are  not  to  be  procured  by  mere  feverity  j  they  mufl:  have  obferved, 
that  the  King  far  excels  them  in  underfl:anding,  and  that  he  himfelf  ftriftly  adheres  to 
the  rules  of  juftice  and  equity,  which  he  lays  down  for  the  condud  of  others.     Had  they 
difcovered  a  weak  fide,  either  in  the  head  or  heart  of  the  monarch,  there  would  have 
been  an  end  of  their  good  fervices.      It  is  only  to  his  extreme  impartiality,  his  juftice, 
and  his  fuperior  underftanding,  that  we  mufl  afcribe  the  adivity  and  order  in  the  Pruf- 
fian  courts  of  juftice.     No  prince  of  the  blood  has  the  Highteft  advantage  over  a  farmer 
in  a  law-fuit.     When  a  difpute  happens  with  a  fubjefl:  upon  any  part  of  the  domain  or 
crown  lands,  there  is  no  judge  who  dares  have  a  leaning  towards  the  King's  fide ;  on 
the  contrary,  in  this  cafe  they  are  ordered  to  have  a  leaning  againft  him.     The  fame 
averfion  to  defpotifm  leads  him  to  make  it  no  fecret,  that  he  does  not  think  the  kings 
of  the  earth  are  placed  here  as  gods  of  it,  and  vicegerents  of  the  Almighty.     He  looks 
upon  the  royal  dignity  as  a  ftation,  which,  like  that  of  a  general,  and  many  others,  has 
been  eflablifhed  through  human  difpofinons,  and  to  which,  in  confequence  of  thefe  dif- 
pofitions,  birth  alone  gives  a  title.     He  makes  as  little  ule  of  religion  as  he  does  of  po- 
litics, to  blind  his  people,  or  keep  up  his  authority  by  faith  and  opinion.     The  confciouf- 
nefs  that  he  is  capable  of  no  injuflice  or  aft  of  power,  can  alone  fet  him  above  this 
Machiavelian  policy.     To  conclude  my  thefis,  that  the  King  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  defpot, 
I  mufl  obferre,  that  he  has  no  over-bearing  pafTion  j  fame  is  by  no  means  his  purfuit ; 
he  defpifes  all  the  applaufe  of  men  from  his  heart.     The  great  phyfiognomifl,  Lavater, 
mufl  have  obferved  in  his  countenance,  that  he  defpifes  man  himfelf ;  at  leafl  I  think  I 
can  affirm,  with  a  degree  of  fufficient  confidence,  that  the  King  appears  lefs  in  no  man's 
eyes  than  he  does  in  his  own.     Flatterers  have  very  little  to  expeO;  from  him;  and  thofe 
who  have  written  againfl:  him  with  the  greateft  bitternefs,  may  be  affured  that  he  has  no 
gall  againfl  them.     The  Abbe  Raynal,  who  is  at  prefent  here,  is  a  fure  proof  of  this. 
There  is  no  place  in  the  world  in  which  there  is  lefs  noife  made  about  the  Kind's  adlions 
than  there  is  at  Berlin.     None  of  the  newfpapers  of  the  country  fay  a  word  about  them; 
and  there  would  not  have  been  a  word  faid  about  them  at  all,  if  fome  patriots  of  other 
countrits  had  not  taken  it  into  their  heads,  of  late,  to  blow  the  trumpet  of  fame,  when- 
ever their  governors  did  any  thing  that  was  not  palpably  abfurd  or  impertinent.     Thefe 
fulfome  panegyrifls  flirred  up  fome  PrufTian  patriots,  who  love  their  King,  to  fhew  the 
world,  that  Frederic,  who  is  fo  unknown  to  moll  flrangers,  does  more  in  filence  than 
half  a  dozen  other  demi-gods  of  the  earth  put  together.  The  world  was  aftonifhed  when  it 
learned,,  that  for  years  paft  the  King  had  diftribwted  feveral  miilions  amongft  his  fubjeds, 
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and  the  writers  of  nevvfpapers  took  it  very  ill  that  he  haddonethiswithout  their  knowledge. 
It  was  not  till  within  thefe  few  years,  that  we  knew  that  the  land-tax  in  the  Pruflian  domini- 
ons is  never  altered,  though  this  fyflem  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  King's  coming  to  the 
crown.  Long  before  the  philofophers  of  the  lafl  twenty-five  years  (for,  till  within  thefe 
lad  five  and  twenty  years,  there  has  been  no  philofophy)  began  to  declaim  againfh  capi- 
tal punifliments,  the  torture,  and  the  duration  of  law-fuits,  all  thefe  things  had  been 
banifhed  out  of  the  Pruflian  dominions,  without  any  fcrlbbler  taking  the  trouble  to  fing 
a  Te  Deiun  about  it,  (Beccaria  himfelf  makes  this  obfervation.)  Avarice  is  as  little  the 
King's  .'eak  fide  as  the  love  of  fame.  Nobody  gives  more  willingly  than  he  does, 
when  he  fees  that  the  money  is  likely  to  be  made  good  ufe  of.  He  has  money  in  his 
head,  and  not  in  his  heart ;  and  ceconomy  is  one  of  the  firft  virtues  of  a  governor.— 
But  1  fhall  fay  more  of  thisir  my  next. 


LETTER  XLVIL 

Berlin. 

THROUGH  all  Germ.any,  and  particularly  through  all  Saxony,  it  paffes  for  an 
eflablifhed  truth,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  knows  nothing  of  the  true  principles  of  trade. 
In  the  Dutch  cofFee-houfes,  thofe  eternal  fountains  of  political  nonfenfe,  he  is  treated  as 
an  ignorant  dabbler.  That  foreign  merchants  fhould  think  this,  or  fay  fo,  does  not  at 
all  furprife  me :  When  they  blame  the  King,  they  only  fpeak  like  the  great  Roman  ora- 
tor, pro  domofua  ;  it  is  impoffible  that  they  fhould  be  pleafed  with  thofe  principles  which 
preclude  them  from  the  power  of  robbing  the  King's  fubjeds  of  their  money  ; — ^but  we 
hear  the  fame  complaints  here,  and  in  the  other  countries  fubjedt  to  the  King.  There 
are  men  here,  who  are  always  crying  out  on  excife,  cuftoms,  and  monopolies,  and  ex- 
tolling univerfal  liberty  as  the  firfl  principle  of  trade.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  excife 
makes  the  manufactures  fo  expenfive,  that  feveral  of  the  PrufTian,  whofe  produftions  are 
extremely  good,  cannot  fupport  a  competition  with  thofe  of  other  countries.  It  is  very 
true,  that  the  many  monopolies  to  be  met  with  here,  are  a  great  reftraint  upon  national 
jnduilry  ;  flill  however  in  my  opinion,  the  King  of  Pruffia  may  be  defended.  The  fadl 
is  this ;  every  thing  here  is  conneded,  but  the  true  principles  on  which  the  excife  and 
monopoly  fyflems  in  Pruflia  are  grounded  are  not  feen,  becaufe,  like  many  other  things 
in  the  Pruflian  dominions,  they  are  too  near  the  eyes — let  us  fee  if  we  can  explain  thefe 
matters  a  little. 

Neither  commerce,  nor  manufactures,  nor  the  encouragement  of  private  induftry, 
which  tend  to  produce  a  great  inequality  in  national  riches,  and  render  part  of  the  peo- 
ple affluent  at  the  expence  of  the  reft ;  neither  all  thefe,  nor  any  part  of  thefe,  are  the 
corner-ltone  of  the  Pruifian  edifice  of  ftate ;  it  refts  on  agriculture  only  ;  and  if  we  con* 
fider  the  King  of  PrufTia's  politics  in  this  point  of  view,  we  fhall  find  an  exaft  fymmetry 
of  parts  in  them. 

It  is  on  this  principle,  that  that  part  of  the  fubjeSs  which  is  the  mofl  numerous,  has 
the  leaft  bufinefs,  and  is  mofh  inclined  to  live  at  the  expence  of  the  working  inhabitant 
of  the  country,  is  obliged  to  contribute  mofl  to  the  expences  of  the  ftate.  Whoever 
will  take  the  trouble  of  comparing  the  feveral  articles  of  the  PrufTian  excife  with  each 
other,  will  foon  find  that  they  bear  the  exadeft  proportion  poflTible  to  luxury,  and  are, 
as  they  ought  to  be,  always  the  higher,  the  more  the  article  of  confumption  on  which 
they  are  laid  is  remote  from  the  firft  neceffaries  of  life,  whith  the  farmer  fupplies.  For 
this  reafon  the  excife  always  varies,  and  muft  do  fo.  The  King  has  an  exa£t  account 
laid  before  him  of  all  the  articles  of  luxury  imported  from  abroad.     When  he  fees  that 
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the  confumption  of  any  article  rifes  immoderately,  he  immediately  leffens  it,  by  raifing 
the  excife  on  that  article ;  he  has  done  fo  lately  by  coffee,  which,  accordhig  to  his  ac- 
count, had  taken  many  millions  out  of  his  country  for  fome  years  pad.  The  meaning 
of  this  manoeuvre  was  to  recommend  to  his  fubjefts  warm  beer,  which  is  the  produce  of 
the  country,  is  a  more  wholefome,  and  more  palatable  food  than  coffee,  and  from  the 
ufe  of  which  he  himfelf  had  found  great  benefit  when  he  was  young.  Another  time  he 
obferved,  that  12,000  florins  worth  of  eggs  were  every  year  brought  to  Berlin  out  of 
Saxony.  In  order  to  fave  his  fubjects  this  expence,  he  immediately  laid  a  confiderable 
tax  on  the  Saxon  eggs,  and  thus  encouraged  his  own  farmers  to  breed  chickens.  This 
principle  is  one  of  the  plaineft  in  legiflation  ;  it  is  that  which  prevails  in  all  enlightened 
countries,  only  not  with  the  fame  good  fenfe  and  equity  as  in  Pruffia.  Indeed  the  Eng- 
lifli  cuftoms  and  excife  are  much  more  hoftile  to  eating  and  drinking  than  the  Pruffian  ; 
and  it  is  a  proverb  in  Holland,  that  of  every  dilh  of  fifh  he  eats,  a  man  pays  five  parts  to 
the  flate,  and  one  to  the  fifhmonger. 

The  complaints  which  have  the  mofl  foundation  of  truth  in  them,  are  thofe  which 
are  made  with  refpeft  to  the  price  of  the  abfolute  neceffaries  of  life.  Thefe,  it  is  faid,^ 
are  fo  high,  that  it  raifes  the  price  of  work  too  much,  and  by  fo  doing,  tends  to  ruin, 
not  only  the  Pruffian  manufadures,  but  the  monopoly  itfelf.  But  thefe  taxes  only  af- 
feft  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  the  artifts,  manufacturers,  labourers,  merchants,  and 
all  who  live  by  the  fervice  of  the  ftate. 

In  order  to  form  a  juft  notion  of  the  influence  which  high  taxes  have  upon  the  necef- 
faries of  life,  one  fliould  confider  the  connedion  which  the  induftry  of  the  citizen  has 
with  the  produ£Uons  of  the  country,  before  one  allows  one  felf  to  think  of  its  effects  on 
foreign  trade.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  who  in  every  thing  follows  the  order  of  nature,  has 
not  been  fofolicltous  to  procure  money  from  foreigners,  as  to  (lop  the  channels  through 
which  his  own  money  went  out  of  the  country.  Confider  things  in  this  light,  and  you 
will  find,  that  the  imports  on  the  neceffaries  of  life  have  not  been  any  reftraint  on  pri- 
vate induftry  ;  for  the  price  of  work  has  kept  on  a  level  with  the  price  of  the  neceffaries 
of  life,  and  the  excife  has  only  been  a  new  and  lai'ger  canal  to  affiil  the  circulation  of 
money.  The  King,  who  regularly  purfued  his  plan  of  making  the  country  independant 
of  foreign  induftry,  took  care  the  money  paid  by  the  fubject  fliould  flow  back  from  the 
exchequer  by  the  fureft  channels.  Thus  all  that  was  fpent  by  the  foldier,  and  all  that 
the  inhabitants  of  great  towns  fpent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  flowed  back  again  to  the 
farmer,  and  encouraged  internal  agriculture  and  induftry.  In  order  that  this  niight  be 
fo,  the  duties  on  foreign  goods,  fuch  as  cloths,  linens,  and  the  like,  were  always  fo  high, 
that  only  the  higheft  degree  of  luxury  could  prefer  them  to  the  fame  commodities  made 
at  home ;  and  it  was  proper  that  thofe  who  had  this  degree  of  luxury  ftiould  be  puniflied 
for  it. 

As  to  the  exportation  of  Pruffian  manufaftures,  which  of  courfe  would  be  affefted 
by  the  excife ;  all  that  is  to  be  faid  is,  that  the  leffer  evil  is  to  be  preferred  to  a  greater. 
Luxury  is  the  ruin  of  a  ftate.  Immoderate  enjoyment  is  the  grcateft  political  fin.  An 
unequal  participation  of  national  riches  is  the  caufe  why  half  a  people  are  tyrants,  and 
the  other  half  flaves.  Thus  cry  out  our  philofophers  here,  and  they  are  in  the  right. 
Still  more,  you  find  it  obferved  in  almoft  every  parliamentary  debate  in  England,  that 
Britifli  freedom  will  be  ruined  by  the  difproportionate  riches  of  part  of  its  members,  and 
the  facility  there  is  of  acquiring  them.  They  fay  that  pleafure,  corruption,  ambition, 
and  extreme  poverty,  have  enervated  the  nation  ;  but  how  is  it  pofllble  to  fet  bounds  to 
luxury  and  immenfe  riches,  except  by  the  Pruflian  excife  .''  The  more  a  man  fpends, 
and  the  richer  he  is,  the  more  he  pays  to  the  ftate,  which  divides  this  overflow  of  the 
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richer  clafs  amongd:  the  poorer,  and  by  this  means  reflores  the  balance  as  much  as  it  is 
poffible  to  do  it.  Once  grant  that  the  real  ftrength  of  a  people  confilis  in  frugality,  in- 
duflry,  and  an  equal  divifion  of  property,  and  you  rnufl  he  content  to  put  yourfelf  above 
the  trifling  inconvenience?,  which  a  ffuall  part  of  the  whole  niult  unavoidably  be  expofed 
to,  from  an  attention  to  thefe  maxnns. 

Is  there  any  country  that  has  waded  its  ftrcngth  on  merchandize,  that  has  been  able 
to  fupport  itfelf  long  ?  The  immenfe  quantity  of  riches,  the  inevitable  coni'equences  of 
the  freedom  of  trade,  have  always  drawn  along  with  them  luxury,  extravagance,  effemi- 
nacy, tyranny,  and  the  confcquent  ruin  of  the  country.  Mr.  Wraxall  himfelf,  who  has 
echoed  the  outcry  of  the  merchant  on  the  Pruilian  fyftem  of  finance,  but  who  might 
have  convinced  himielf,  in  the  houfes  of  the  Pruflian  farmers,  that  the  King's  fubjeds 
are  not  at  all  in  arms  againft  him,  as  he  fays  they  are ;  Mr.  Wraxall  himfelf  is  the 
warmelt  declaimer  againll  the  pride  and  tyranny  which  great  riches  have  introduced  in 
England  ;  but  let  him  fliew  me  another  dam  to  thefe  ravages,  befides  that  which  has 
been  oppofed  to  them  by  the  King  of  PruHia. 

It  is  a  n range  perverting  of  political  realbning,  when  one  hears  the  fame  man  cry  in 
England,  that  the  great  wealth  of  the  nobility  hath  undermined  the  wealth  of  the  ftate, 
and  finds  him  in  Pruffia  joining  the  Pruilian  nobility  in  faying,  that  the  profperity  of  the 
farmers  is  hurtful  to  the  interefts  of  Prul^ia.  Hiftory  can  fhew  no  example  of  the  prof- 
perity of  the  farmers  having  excited  convulfions  in  a  ftate ;  whereas  it  abounds  in  in- 
ftances  of  Rates  overturned  by  the  power  of  the  nobles  and  the  freedom  of  trade.  The 
farmer  feldom  has  too  much  ;  but  if  he  does  happen  to  be  rich,  his  income  is  more 
equally  divided  than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  ;  he  has  befides  more  children  to 
provide  for  out  of  it ;  befides  this,  as  the  farmer's  fubftance  is  procured  by  hard  labour, 
he  is  more  frugal  in  the  management  of  it,  and  on  that  account  hkewife  iefs  hurtful  to 
the  ftate. 

The  Pruflian  fyftem  of  excife  does  not  in  the  leaft  affeft  the  real  profperity  of  the 
fubjeft  ;  it  affeSs  only  the  confumption  and  the  diforderly  foreign  trade.  The  only 
object  of  it  is  to  make  the  fubjefts  frugal ;  and  frugality  is  the  mother  of  induftry. 
There  is  no  fcience  in  which  fo  much  fophiftry  has  been  ufed  as  in  that  of  ftate  ceco- 
nomy..  It  is  generally  thought  that  trade  alone  will  make  a  country  rich,  whereas  no- 
thing is  fo  falfe.  Cadiz,  Naples,  Lifbon,  Smyrna,  Aleppo,  and  many  other  flouriftiing 
trading  towns  I  could  mention,  flourifh  at  the  expence  of  the  countries  to  which  they 
belong.  When  they  cry  out  in  Pruflia,  that  trade  has  fallen  off,  it  only  means  that  the 
confumption  has  decreafed  ;  no  doubt  it  is  a  falling  oft"  to  the  dealers  in  coffee,  that 
they  cannot  fell  as  much  coffee  as  they  were  ufed  to  do ;  but  thefe  people,  who  are  the 
perlbns  that  have  railed  the  outcry  againft  the  King,  ought  to  confider,  that  a  country 
of  Jews  (I  fpeak  of  modern  Jews)  is  the  moft  wretched  of  all  countries,  and  that  a 
governor  is  in  the  right  to  concern  himfelf  very  httle  about  what  may  be  for  their 
advantage. 

If  foreign  trade  h.is  decreafed  in  the  Pruffian  dominions,  on  the  other  hand  induftry 
has  increafed.  There  is  a  vifible  proof  of  this  in  the  aftouifhing  increafe  of  towns  and 
of  population.  No  country  in  Europe  of  the  fame  fize  has  doubled  its  population,  as 
th  -'  Prufiian  dominions  have  done  (in  thefe  I  do  not  comprife  the  conquered  countries) 
withm  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.  This  fingle  faft  contradicfs  all  the  outcry  about  Pruflian 
defpotifm.  Eftecls  muft  always  correfpond  with  their  caufes,  and  no  adminiftration 
hoilile  to  humanity,  could  produce  fuch  an  aftonifhing  increafe  of  men. 

Even  the  monopolies  make  part  of  the  King's  fyftem  of  univerfal  benevolence.  I  fliall 
jiot  enter  into  an  exad  difquilition  of  every  fingle  article,  but  only  confider  that  which 
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raifes  the  greated  outcry,  namely,  the  monopoly  of  wood.  The  company  who  is  r; 
poffeffion  of  this  large  ium  of  money,  pays  the  King,  or  what  is  the  fame  thing,  ttii 
itate,  for  the  King  has  neither  flables  of  fix  thoufand  horfis,  nor  coach-houfes  witit 
coaches  in  them  worth  50,000  Hvres,  nor  a  table  of  fifty  covers,  nor  mill;rpfles,  nor 
hunts,  nor  journies  which  coft  feveral  millions.  This  company  is  not  allowed  to  fct  an 
arbitrary  price  on  its  commodity,  but  the  wood  is  taxed,  and  it  is  obliged  to  furnifh  the 
beil  fort.  Though  the  price  of  the  wood  be  high,  it  keeps  pace  with  the  wages  of  the 
manufadurers  ;  fo  no  man  feels  it  but  thofe  who  live  upon  their  own  eflates  without 
doing  any  thing,  or  thofe  who  receive  (lipends  from  the  court.  If  the  former  of  thefe 
would  work  like  the  other  parts  of  the  induftrious  public,  they  would  reckon  the  articles 
of  fire-wood  in  their  account ;  as  they  do  not,  they  are  very  properly  punilhed  for  their 
lazinefs.  As  to  the  latter,  to  be  fure  they  do  not  get  much,  but  what  they  get  is  fuf-- 
ficient  for  the  decent  purpofes  of  life,  and  the  King's  maxim  is,  that  every  man  fhall 
have  enough,  but  no  man  fliall  have  too  much.  To  the  farmer  the  monopoly  is  of  fer^ 
vice,  for  the  company  is  obliged  to  fell  him  the  wood  as  cheap  as  if  there  was  no  mono, 
poly,  and  befides,  he  is  himfelf  allowed  to  carry  a  certain  portion  of  it  to  market,  where 
the  regulations  enable  him  to  fell  it  to  better  advantage  than  he  would  do  otherwif?.  The 
monopoly  alfo  ferves  to  preferve  the  forefls,  which  all  Europe  has  long  lamented  the 
diminution  of.  The  fcarcity  of  wood  makes  people  more  cautious  how  they  grub  up 
and  burn.  Nor  does  the  monopoly  aflecl:  any  but  the  inhabitants  of  B.^rlin  and  Potf- 
dam,  who  have  great  advantages  over  the  reft  of  the  country,  from  the  refidence  of 
many  officers  of  liate  in  them,  and  the  facility  with  which  money  circulates.  Strangers 
indeed,  who  reafon  froin  the  ftate  of  their  own  purfes,  and  fee  that  the  materials  for  fire 
are  as  dear  at  Berhn  and  Potfdam  as  Brafil  and  Campeachy  wood,  form  no  prejudices 
in  favour  of  the  Pruflian  monopolies,  and  thus  far  they  are  in  the  right ;  but  when  they 
build  upon  fuch  grounds  to  call  the  King  of  Pruffia  a  tyrant,  as  Mr.  Wraxall  does,  it  is 
going  a  httle  too  far. 

The  other  monopolies  are  like  thofe  we  meet  with  in  other  countries,  to  wit,  on  to» 
bacco,  fait,  cards,  and  the  like.  The  King  encourages  every  kind  of  manufafture  and 
trade  which  does  not  militate  with  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  adminiftration,  but  he  endea- 
vours chiefly  to  promote  the  exportation  of  fuch  articles  as  are  of  real  advantage  to  the 
country,  and  leaft  likely  to  be  atfeiSed  by  a  competition  with  other  powers,  or  the  vari-- 
ations  of  fafliion.  Of  this  kind  are  the  woollen  ftuffs  of  this  place,  the  Silefian  linens 
and  cloths,  tobacco,  and  various  other  articles  ;  the  prime  materials  of  which  grow  in 
the  country,  and  find  an  eafy  admittance  every  where.  Befides  thefe  primary  articles, 
the  manufaftures  of  filk,  wrought  iron,  and  fteel,  looking-glalfes,  china,  fugar,  and 
above  all,  the  trade  in  wood  bring  great  fums  of  foreign  gold  into  the  country.  The 
Poles  pay  a  large  tribute  to  Pruffian  induft ry  ;  and,  indeed,  every  where  the  balance  is 
in  favour  of  the  Pruilian  merchant,  in  confequence  of  that  frugality  and  abftinence, 
which  follows  from  the  King's  fyftem  of  excife. 

The  King's  treafury,  into  which  fo  much  money  flows  every  yea.",  is  commonly  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  greateft  obftacles  to  the  trade  of  the  country.  This  may  be  true 
with  regard  to  the  common  Jewifli  fort  of  trade,  which,  though  favourable  to  lazinefs 
and  avarice,  is  in  faft,  as  hurtful  to  the  ftate  as  the  fale  of  mountebank  and  quack  med:-- 
cines;  but  in  my  opinion,  the  King's  treafury  is  one  of  his  wifeft  inftitutions.  Fie  yearly 
lays  by  in  it  a  fum  of  money,  which  bears  a  fixed  proportion  to  that  which  the  balance 
of  trade  in  his  favour  brings  him  in  from  the  ftranger.  It  is  generally  thought  that  thp 
fum  thus  fet  by  amounts  to  ioo,oool.  or  as  much  as  the  new  buildings,  the  payment  of 
the  troops,  and  the  improvements  made  in  the  country  refpeftively  coft  ;  but  if  we  con- 
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fi  Jer  that  the  whole  income  of  the  ftate  is  appropriated  to  particular  and  fpecific  piK--poreF, 
according  to  the  fettled  and  permanent  order,  never  interrupted  by  any  rncniis  plaijhs  ; 
and  that,  according  to  the  highefl:  calculation,  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  Prudian 
trade  produces  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  it  will  appear  that  the  Kino- 
does  not  lay  by  half  of  what  comes  from  foreign  trade. 

It  is  one  of  the  nonfenfical  maxims  of  the  prefent  age,  which,  like  a  great  many  others 
of  the  fame  kind,  have  crept  into  our  modern  political  theories  and  romances,  that  all 
the  money  of  a  country  muft  be  employed  in  the  circulation,  and  none  of  it  be  laid  by 
for  cafes  of  neceffity ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  royal  treafure  that  no  taxes  were  raifed 
in  the  lad  war,  and  it  is  for  this  very  purpofe  that  it  was  intended  ;  for  in  the  American 
war,  the  increafe  of  taxes  fell  heavier  on  the  French  and  Englifli  than  all  the  other  pref- 
fures  of  the  ftate  put  together.  Schroeder,  vtho  is  one  of  the  oldeil  and  mod:  acute  of 
the  German  political  writers,  has  long  Ihewn  the  falfity  of  this  maxim.  Befides,  that, 
taxes  fall  more  heavily  on  the  fubjedl,  and  are  more  difficult  to  raife  in  time  of  war  than 
in  time  of  peace,  they  cannot  be  fo  foon  collected ;  and  if  in  confequence  of  this  you 
are  compelled  to  add  new  ones,  the  refult  will  be  what  we  have  feen  happen  in  France, 
many  provinces  will  be  fo  exhaufted  in  three  or  four  years  as  not  to  recover  for  a  whole 
century.  In  thefe  emergencies  minifters  have  recourfe  to  flate  lotteries,  loans,  &c. 
which  finally  produce  the  fine  fyftem  of  debt,  which  annually  confumes  half  the  revenue 
of  Great  Britain. 

If  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  had  no  treafure,  it  would  have  been  impoflible,  after  the 
terrible  war  which  lafted  from  1756  to  1763,  for  his  lands  not  only  to  recover,  but  to 
be  in  a  more  flourifliing  fituation  than  they  were  before.  There  is  alfo  a  local  con- 
fideration,  which  makes  the  King  of  PruiTia's  treafure  of  peculiar  confequence  to  that 
country,  which  is,  that  as  feveral  parts  of  it  lie  open  to  the  enemy,  were  it  not  for  this 
refource  it  would  be  poflible,  at  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  to  cut  off  a  great  part  of  the 
revenue,  by  feizing  upon  a  principal  town.  Indeed  it  is  to  the  referved  fupplies,  which 
have  enabled  him  to  parry  every  evil  of  this  kind,  that  the  King  owes  the  fuccefs  of 
thofe  operations  which  have  rendered  his  name  immortal.  Nor  is  the  treafury  intirely 
inadive  at  any  period.  At  different  times  the  King  has  lent  very  confiderable  funis  at 
a  very  inconfiderable  intereft  to  the  ftates  of  feveral  of  his  provinces  ;  thefe  fums  are 
in  circulation,  and  all  that  the  King  requires,  is  the  exadt  reimburferaent  at  the  time 
fixed. 

The  Pruflian  ftate.  confidered  as  a  ftate,  is  the  richefl  in  Europe;  and  it  is  abfolutely 
impoffible  that  it  ever  fliould  be  expofed  to  feel  any  inconvenience  from  the  want  of 
money  ;  for  its  fyftem  of  finance  is  eftablilhed  upon  fuch  folid  foundations,  that  if  any 
of  the  King's  fucceflbrs  were  to  think  of  introducing  a  change,  it  would  overturn  the 
wfeole  building.  You  would  hardly  think  it,  but  I  can  affure  you,  that  the  bank  bills 
of  this  place  are  bought  up  with  avidity.  Nobody  has  any  opinion  that  they  will  ever 
lofe  their  credit.  The  Dutch  are  very  happy  when  this  bank  will  take  their  money,  as 
notwithftanding  all  the  outcry  about  Pruffian  defpotifm,  they  are  convinced  it  cannot  be 
more  fecure  any  where  than  it  is  here.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  mod  of 
our  very  wife  declaimers  againrt:  the  government  of  Pruflia,  draw  their  topics  from  the 
difference  they  obfcrve  between  it  and  the  other  European  governments;  whereas  if 
they  would  give  thcmfelves  the  trouble  to  lift  up  their  eyes  and  give  matters  a  little  clofer 
and  nearer  infpcftion,  they  woxild  foon  give  up  their  prejudices,  unlefs,  indeed,  their 
felf  love  made  them  incapable  of  all  judgment.  I  have  known  none  of  thefe  gentlemen 
but  what  have  praifed,  in  fome  part  or  other  of  their  works,  the  very  principles  on 
which  the  Pruflian  government  ife  built,  though  they  overlooked  them  and  could  not 
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fee  them  when  they  were  writing  profefTedly  about  it.  This  arifes  from  the  amazing 
difference  that  there  is  betwixt  theory  and  pradice,  and  that  in  all  philofophical  decla- 
mations, people  commonly  only  confider  the  end,  without  thinking  of  the  means  by 
which  it  is  to  be  brought  about:  nay,  they  often  overlook  the  only  means  by  which  it 
can  be  brought  about  at  all.  Hence  it  has  appeared,  that  thofe  who  have  written  the 
moft  ftrongly  againft  luxury,  have  not  been  favourable  to  the  Pruifian  fyftem  of  excile, 
though  it  is  the  only  fure  dam  whereby  all  exceffes  may  be  retrained.  All  the  political 
principles  with  refpedl  to  the  happinefs  of  nations,  which  I'Abbe  Raynal  gives  us  in 
that  famous  Hijioire  Politique  et  Philofopbique  of  his,  in  which  he  is  fo  violent  againfl  the 
King  of  PrufTia,  without  knowing  any  thing  about  him,  had  been  adopted  in  Prullia, 
and  perhaps  no  where  elfe  in  the  wide  world  beibre  the  Abbe  put  pen  to  paper. 

Another  part  of  thefe  declaimers  find  fault  only  for  the  fake  of  appearing  fingular. 
Mr.  Guibert  and  fome  others  of  our  countrymen  are  among  this  clafs.  Thefe  gentle- 
men  took  it  in  their  heads  to  exhibit  the  King  to  a  people,  the  god  of  whofe  idolatry 
he  has  long  been,  through  a  kind  of  magic  lanthorn,  with  his  head  where  his  heels 
fhould  be.  Doubtlefs,  the  indifference  with  which  the  King  is  accuflomed  to  behold 
all  fuch  buffooneries,  muft  have  made  them  vaflly  pleafed  with  their  wife  work. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  and  his  father  have  folved  the  three  moft  difficult  problems  of 
ftate  that  exift  ;  and  hiff  ory  affords  no  example  of  their  having  been  folved  fo  quickly,  fo 
happily,  and  fo  univerfally,  as  they  have  been  by  thefe  princes.  They  have  made  a 
lazy,  prodigal,  and  ftupid  people  induftrious,  aftive,  and  alert ;  they  have  given  to  a 
country,  which  had  been  entirely  neglected  by  nature,  a  value  which  many  of  the  mofl 
highly  favoured  countries  have  not,  and  they  have  placed  a  fmaJl  nation  in  a  fituation 
not  only  to  vanquifh  in  a  favourable  inoment  all  the  combined  forces  of  the  mightieft 
monarchies  of  Europe  united,  but  to  be  able  at  any  time  to  meafure  fwords  with  either 
of  them  fingly. 

LETTER   LI. 

Berlin, 
WHEN  you  hear  the  King  of  PrufTia  mentioned  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany, 
you  think  they  are  fpeaking  of  an  angel  of  death,  whofe  employment  it  is  to  kill  the  peo- 
ple by  hundreds  and  thoufands,  to  burn  cities  and  villages,  and  to  be  the  firfl  general 
of  his  day.  This  opinion  commonly  refls  upon  the  fame  ground  as  another,  which 
was  very  generally  received  by  the  common  pe.^ple  during  the  laft  Silefian  war,  of  the 
King  of  PruiTia's  having  taken  up  arms  againft  France  and  Auftria  for  the  extirpation 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  Auffria  had  often  recourfe  to  fuch  little  artifices  ; 
/he  was  wont  to  appeal  to  the  religious  and  pafTionate  feelings  of  the  people,  whenever 
her  troops  were  beaten,  and  probably  found  fome  confolation  in  it,  not  that  only  which 
arifes  from  exciting  compaflion,  but  the  more  fubflantial  one  of  the  fupport  derived 
from  the  riches  and  forces  of  fome  of  the  Catholic  princes  of  Germany.  Such  pre- 
judices in  the  populace  are  eafily  produced  ;  but  when  you  read  in  the  writings  of  fome  of 
the  moft  famous  Aurtrian  ftatefmen  and  literati  that  the  King  of  PrufTia's  whole  fyftem 
is  contrived  for  the  purpofe  of  making  himfelf  terrible  to  his  neighbours,  of  plundering 
them,  and  of  living  by  robbery,  you  do  not  knov/  whether  to  laugh  moft  at  their  igno- 
rance, or  be  moft  afhamed  at  their  impudence. 

Out  of  Germany  they  look  upon  the  King  of  PruiBa  as  a  great  general,  but  are  not 
therefore  blind  to  his  other  virtues.  Our  countrymen,  whofe  impartiality  and  juftice 
in  judging  of  the  merits  of  great  men  nobody  can  controvert,  read  his  civil  ordinances, 
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his  hon  mois,  and  the  anecuotes  of  what  pafTfS  in  his  family,  with  as  much  pleafure  as 
thoy  do  the  account  of  his  expeditions.  Even  they,  however,  impartial  as  they  are, 
form  quite  a  falfe  opinion  of  the  King  when  they  confider  his  military  condiid  as  the 
great-eft  of  his  exertions,  and  think  his  principal  merit  confifts  in  being  the  grcateft  ge- 
neral of  his  day.  It  is  natural  enough  for  the  love  of  fplendid  aclions  to  make  us  more 
attentive  to  the  buftle  which  has  attended  his  fervices  in  the  field,  than  to  his  ftill  and 
benevolent  occupations.  But  we  could  not  therefore  afcribc  to  hitn  a  love  of  this  buf- 
tle, and  a  delight  in  the  occupations  of  war,  which  no  king  upon  earth  likes  lefs  than 
he  does. 

Nouriflied  in  the  arms  of  the  mufes,  and  attentive  only  to  the  progrefs  of  philofophy, 
fcarce  had  he  afcended  the  throne,  when  one  of  the  nioft  extraordinary  events  of  this 
century  happened,  an  event  which  muft  naturally  call  his  attention  very  ftrongly  to  it. 
He  was  one  of  the  many  princes  who  had  pretenfions  to  the  fucceflion  of  Charles  VI. 
What  he  claimed  was  fome  Marquifates  in  Silefia.  The  point  was  how  effeftually  to  fe- 
cure  thefe  rights.  Molt  probably  he  would  have  taken  the  part  of  Maria  Therefa,  at- 
tacked as  file  was  on  all  fides,  had  a  proper  attention  been  paid  to  his  requifitions  ; 
but  the  Auitrian  minidry,  ever  blinded  by  its  own  conferfuencc,  only  anfwered  his  ma- 
nifeltoes  with  infolence  and  contempt.  The  confequence  was,  that  after  having  de- 
feated the  Imperial  troops  in  the  field,  he  made  free  with  all  Silefia,  which  gave  great 
offence.  Then  however  he  difcovered  the  moderation  of  his  nature ;  for  it  would 
have  been  eafy  for  him,  by  fupporting  Charles  VII.  to  have  funk  a  houfe,  which  was 
the  moft  dangerous  to  him  in  all  Europe.  But  his  politics  did  not  allow  hiin  to  com- 
mit an  injuftice. 

It  was  neither  the  King  of  PrufTia's  love  of  plunder,  nor  any  thing  indeed,  except 
the  pride  of  the  Auftrian  miniftry,  and  the  little  knowledge  it  had  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  Pruffian  dominions,  that  was  the  true  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  Silefia.  The  Auftrians 
defpifed  a  court  which  had  no  princes  and  dukes  in  its  pay,  but  only  merchants  and 
Knights  a  quaranto  Ecus  *  for  minifters  and  generals.  They  faw  no  further  than  the 
outfide  of  the  court  of  the  prefent  King's  father,  who,  under  the  ma(k  of  a  ridiculous 
fmgiilarity,  had  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Pruffian  greatnefs ;  they  laughed  at  his  un- 
powdered  hair,  his  dirty  boots,  his  turnip  dinners,  and  his  tall  men.  People  knew  not 
that  thefe  tall  men,  whom  they  looked  upon  only  as  his  particular  amufetnent,  were 
under  the  beft  of  difcipline  ;  they  knew  not  that  his  iinbetitled  and  imhcjiringed  minifters 
were  the  moft  enlightened  patriots  ;  that  the  moft  exact  oeconomy  had  made  the  fniall 
country  of  Pruffia  richer  than  the  proud  and  mighty  Auftria.  In  fine,  they  knew  not  that 
Spartan  oeconomy,  and  Spartan  fubordinalion,  which  this  ridiculous  King  was  making 
the  characteriftic  ot  the  nation,  muft  get  the  better  of  indolence,  eftetninacy,  and 
profufion,  even  though  the  tribe  of  gentlemen  had  not  been  fo  numerous  in  Auftria,  as 
it  was. 

This  ignorance  was  the  true  thing  which  fome  perfons  have  affected  to  call  the  good 
fortune  of  the  prefent  King  of  Pruffia. 

The  invafion  of  Bohemia,  which  took  place  fome  time  after  the  conqueft  of  Silefia, 
was  undertaken  in  confequence  of  the  moft  preffing  and  repeated  inftances  of  the  Em- 
peror, the  head  of  the  German  Empire,  of  which  the  King  was  a  member. 

I  have  converfed  with  an  old  and  refpeclable  Dutch  officer,  who  accompanied  Count 
Seckendorff,  as  adjutant,  to  Berlin,  when  he  went  to  defire  the  King  to  'lelp  the  Em- 
peror out  of  the  diftrefs  which  he  muft  otherwife  have  funk  imdcr.     The  King  was 
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for  a  long  time  deaf  to  all  reprefentatlons  and  entreaties.  As  Count  Seckendorff  was 
prefiing  him  one  day  upon  the  parade,  he  fhewed  him  a  regiment  which  had  fuifered 
confiderably  in  the  firft  Silefian  war.  *'  Behold,"  fays  he,  "  what  war  cofls  me  ; 
•this  regiment  has  loft  above  half  its  men,  and  fliall  I  expofe  my  people  to  the  danger  of 
■being  fo  roughly  handled  again  ?" — This  is  the  king  whom  people  call  upon  as  a  rob- 
ber and  tyrant ! — Seckendorff,  who  was  a  greater  ftatefman  than  he  was  a  general,  in  vain 
-tried  all  his  rhetoric  to  carry  his  point ;  nor  would  any  thing  have  induced  the  King 
again  to  become  the  enemy  of  Auftria,  but  the  being  informed  in  what  an  unmanly 
manner  the  Auftrians  had  behaved  in  Bavaria,  how  they  had  plundered  the  archives, 
robbed  the  nobility,  laid  wafte  the  country,  and  carried  the  peafants  into  captivity  ;  that 
in  fliort,  their  known  pride,  their  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  their  cruelty,  gave  caufe  to 
t.pprehend  every  thing  for  the  houfe  of  Bavaria. 

The  King  undertook  to  free  the  Emperor  from  his  diftrefs,  without  hurting  Auflria 
much  :  and  he  coinpafled  it  with  a  moderation  which  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  world 
Itill  admires.  He  obliged  Prince  Charles  to  give  the  Emperor  breathing  room,  by 
forcing  him  to  haften  with  his  army  from  the  Rhine  to  Bohemia.  When  he  had  done 
this  he  was  quiet,  and  afl-dng  nothing  for  himfelf,  was  contented  with  having  done 
what  equity  and  the  fliare  he  took  in  the  Emperor's  calamity  required  of  him.  It  is 
well  known  what  little  fliare  his  love  of  robbery  and  conqueft  had  in  the  breaking  out 
of  that  war  in  which  he  ecHpfed  all  that  had  been  done  by  ancient  or  modern  heroes, 
Jn  the  very  heat  of  this  war,  in  which  he  himfelf  gathered  fo  many  laurels,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  Voltaire,  filled  with  wifhes  for  philofophical  quiet,  and  full  of  lamentations  on 
the  cruelties  of  war.  Very  far  from  being  intoxicated  with  his  fame,  and  untainted 
with  any  degree  of  the  pride  which  filled  the  breaft  of  that  Roman  governor,  who,  re- 
turning from  the  government  of  a  diflant  province,  thought  that  all  Italy  muft  incef- 
fantly  be  filled  with  the  praife  of  his  adminittration  ;  he  afked  Gellert,  who  fued  to  him 
for  peace  in  the  middle  of  the  theatre  of  war,  whether  he  had  not  heard  or  feen  there 
were  three  powers  inarms  againft  him  ;  and  whether  he  thought  it  depended  upon  him 
to  make  Germany  a  prefent  of  peace  !  So  free  was  he  from  being  elated  with  the  eclat 
of  his  wonderful  arms,  and  fo  far  from  thinking  of  higher  things  than  how  to  defend 
kimfelf. 

In  this  wonderful  letter  to  Voltaire,  he  promifes,  when  he  fhall  once  be  quiet,  to  cut 
oft'  the  moft  diftant  pretences  for  war,  nor  to  take  any  concern  in  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope ;  but  to  give  up  all  his  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  own  country,  amidft  the 
bleffings  of  peace.  This  promife  he  has  hitherto  mofl  religioufly  adhered  to.  You 
think,  perhaps,  that  he  did  not  in  the  affair  of  the  divifion  of  Poland  ;  but  he  took  the 
leaO:  part  pollible  in  that  affair.  The  world  will  be  aftonilhed  when  the  particulars  of 
this  bufmefs  come  to  be  known,  as  none  has  ever  been  fo  mifreprefented  and  diftorted 
by  pohtical  motives.  I  collected  at  Vienna  fome  very  extraordinary  documents  rela- 
tive to  this  matter,  which  I  will  communicate  to  you  when  we  meet.  Thus  far  is  no- 
torious to  all  mankind  ;  that  in  this  famous  partition,  the  King  had  not  a  third  of  what 
fell  to  RufTia,  nor  a  quarter  of  what  Auftria  had.  A  ftronger  proof  of  the  King's  mode- 
ration, and  of  his  pacific  difpofition,  it  is  impofTible  to  give.  PolTibly  the  divifion 
would  have  been  a  little  more  equal  if  ever  the  parties  had  come  to  blows. 

In  the  lafl  Bavarian  war,  he  again  obferved  the  fame  wonderful  mcderation.  The 
caufe  of  his  taking  up  arms  was  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of  Wittelfbach  to  his  inheritance, 
and  to  maintain  the  conftitution  of  the  empire ;  which,  as  a  member  of  that  body,  he 
•was  bound  to  protect.  He  afked  nothing  for  himfelf,  and  did  not  go  a  ftep  farther 
.than  he  was  forced  to  by  the  ftrongeft  neceifity.     No  monarch  ever  went  into  the  field 
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with  greater  magnanimity,  and  greater  difiintereftednefs,  than  the  King  of  Prufiia  did 
on  this  occafion. — Since  the  twenty  years  he  has  given  himfeif  to  philofophy,  he  has  IlC 
feveral  other  occafions  go  by,  which  would  noi  have  been  milled  by  another  monarch 
^vho  had  had  the  fame  powers  of  war  in  hand  :;S  i.e  had,  and  the  warhke  difpofition 
commonly  attributed  to  him. 

No  prince  can  manifcll  more  regard  for  mankind,  than  what  is  fhcwn  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia  every  day.  He  interefls  himfeif  as  much  in  the  welfare  of  a  common  farmer,  as 
in  the  flourifliing-  of  the  greatefl  houfe  of  trade  in  his  dominions.  It  is  his  grcateft  pride, 
and  his  greatefl  pleafure,  to  read  in  the  yearly  lifts,  that  the  population  of  his  country 
has  increafed.  He  has  not  been  feeu  fo  cheerful  for  many  years,  as  he  was  upon  find- 
ing, by  the  lift  given  in  iait  year,  that  the  number  of  new-born  children  within  the  year, 
far  furpaffed  the  number  of  the  dead.  A  king  who  has  this  way  of  thinking,  is  a  war- 
rior only  when  necefTity  compels  him  to  it.  His  Lacedemonian  armies  only  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  enabling  him  to  cultivate  his  country  in  peace,  and  to  bring  his  law-fuits  with' 
his  neighbours  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  They  are  evidently  not  the  end  of  his  govern- 
ment, but  the  means  ;  and  it  is  only  thofe  who  are  contented  with  viewing  the  outfide  of 
things,  and  do  not  look  into  the  fprings  of  the  PrufTian  government,  who  think  them  tha 
great  object. 

Some  of  the  Auflrian  writers  think  the  King  could  not  keep  up  his  armies,  if  he  did 
not,  at  certain  periods,  take  a  fliare  in  the  dillurbances  of  his  neighbours,  and  raife  out 
of  them  a  fufficienr  revenue  for  the  i'ervice  of  fome  years  j  but  this  is  one  of  thofe  af- 
fertions  which  it  is  impoffible  to  hear  without  laughing. 

More  than  half  the  army,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  are  foreign  troops.  They  fub- 
flfl  on  the  produce  of  the  country,  the  confuraption  of  which  is  immediately  conneded 
with  the  progrefs  of  agriculture.  Their  clothes  and  linen  are  made  of  materials  which 
grow  in  the  country,  fo  that  they  promote  induftry  both  by  contributing  to  the  raifing 
"he  firft  materials,  and  by  the  working  of  them.  Their  pay  likewife  is  iifued  from  the 
treafury,  in  fuch  a  way  as  greatly  to  affift  the  general  circulation.  After  their  time  of 
fcrvice  has  expired,  many  hundreds  of  the  foreign  troops  continue  in  the  country,  and 
fo  promote  the  purpofes  of  agriculture  and  commerce;  but  the  greatefl  part  of  the  na- 
tives are  always  upon  furlow,  and  work  at  home.  Upon  the  whole,  both  induftry  and 
agriculture  rather  gain  than  lofe  by  the  army.  Indeed  you  can  call  only  the  foreigners 
a  ftanding  army  ;  for  the  natives  are,  in  time  of  peace,  as  Moore  has  obferved,  a  regular,  • 
well-behaved,  and  eafdy  raifed  militia. 

All  the  military  regulations  have  thefe  two  ends  in  view  ;  that  of  preventing  the  im- 
provement of  agriculture  from  fuffering  by  the  number  of  troops  ;  and  that  of  making 
them  fublervient  to  the  circulation  of  money.  For  thefe  purpofes  the  annual  reviews  al- 
ways take  place  at  the  time  of  the  year  when  feweft  hands  are  wanted  for  the  purpofes  ■ 
of  agriculture,  &:c.  The  troops  are  quartered  in  the  feveral  provinces  in  the  cxad  pro- 
portion of  the  revenue  of  thefe  provinces,  fo  that  no  money  can  go  this  way  from  one 
province  to  another.  Every  thing  is  precifely  upon  a  par.  Siiefia  has  juft  as  many  troops 
more  as  Brandenburgh,  as  it  has  more  revenue;  and  the  other  provinces  in  the  fame 
propordon.  As  the  ;irmyraifes  near  two-thirds  of  the  revenue  of  the  ftate,  there  re- 
mains by  this  means  more  gold  in  the  provinces  than  there  is  in  any  other  country  in 
Europe,  where  commonly  the  gold  flows  to  the  middle,  and  the  capital  grows  rich  at  the 
expence  of  the  country.  Each  regiment  has  a  peculiar  part  of  the  country  afligned  ic 
for  recruiting,  and  in  this,  or  near  it,  are  commonly  its  ftanding  .quarters.  By  this 
means  the  troops  are  not  only  eafdy  got  together  when  they  arc  wanted,  but  the  father 
has  always  his  fon  in  the  neighbourhood  to  help  him  to  improve  his  land,  and  at  the  an- 
nual 
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rual  review  time,  the  latter  has  not  far  to  go  to  join  his  regiment.  It  is  inconceivable 
liow,  after  this,  fuch  clamours  can  be  raifed  agaiult  the  King  of  Fruflla,  on  account  of 
his  army,  and  how  it  can  be  reprefented  as  hurtful  to  the  country.  Thofe  of  the  fol- 
diers  who  are  natives,  do  not  fpend  a  longer  time  witli  the  army  than  their  fellows  in 
the  Englifh  or  bwils  militia's.  Indeed  the  maritime  fervice  in  one  of  thefe  countries, 
and  the  cultom  of  letting  out  troops  for  hire,  which  prevails  in  the  other,  tend  to  de- 
prive them  of  hands  to  till  the  foil,  whereas  the  Pruflian  army  increafes  the  number  of 
culiivators. 

The  Pruflian  army  confifls  of  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  men,  and  coRs 
the  King  yearly  about  20,000,000  of  florins,  or  53,000,000  of  our  livres  *.  Thefe 
men  are,  indeed,  difciplined  into  a  Hate  of  mere  mechanics,  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that 
the  hardfliip  of  the  fate  of  the  common  men  v\ili  make  one  of  our  modern  philofophc'rs 
fliudder ;  and  yet,  without  thefe  hardfliips  the  army  would  not  be  what  it  is,  fo  that  the 
King  muit  be  content  to  bear  with  it  as  a  neceflary  evil,  in  order  to  fecure  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  country.  What  would  thofe  who  feel  fo  much  for  the  Pruflian  foldiers  have 
faid,  if  they  had  feen  the  troops  of  Alexander,  or  Csefar,  which,  in  all  probability,  and 
from  all  we  can  gather  from  hifl:ory,  had  not  a  milder  fate  than  the  Pruflians  ? — what 
do  I  fay  a  milder  fate  ?  Some  intelligent  men  are  of  opinion,  that  both  the  difcipline  of 
Casfar's  troops,  and  the  labour  required  of  them,  was  greater  than  thofe  the  Pruflian 
foldier  is  expofedto.  Be  this. as  it  may,  there  is  a  diib'nclion  to  be  made  between  the 
Pruflian  troops.  The  fate  of  the  native  foldiers  is  not  fo  hard  as  is  generally  thought 
by  a  ftranger  travelling  pofl ;  nor  are  they,  as  I  have  already  obfcrved,  more  than  a  well- 
regulated  militia. 

Another  obfervation  I  have  made  on  thefe  men  is,  that  they  are  not  by  any  means  fo 
infenflble  and  fulky  as  they  have  been  commonly  thought  to  be.  On  the  contrary,  I 
have  obferved  amongfl:  them,  a  great  deal  of  good  will,  and  a  great  deal  of  aff'edion  both 
for  their  king  and  their  country.  As  during  their  furlows  they  have  other  occupations 
befides  arms,  and  keep  company  with  other  people  befides  their  corporals  and  compa- 
nions, they  are  civiller  and  freer  in  their  intercourfe  than  the  foreigners.  Thefe 
lafl;  are  enlifl:ed  in  confequence  of  a  voluntary  contrafl:,  (for  it  will  be  unjuft  to  lay  to  the 
King's  charge  the  decoys  of  profeflfed  enlilters,)  the  conditions  of  which  are  exadlly  ad- 
hered to. 

No  fovereign  pays  more  punctually  or  more  fparingly  than  the  King  of  Fruflia  ;  nor 
is  any  man  obliged  to  ferve  beyond  the  time  for  which  he  is  enlifl:ed,  as  has  been  falfely 
pretended.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  oflicers  employ  all  their  powers  of  perfuafion  to 
retain  a  good  foldier  ;  but  a  fliff"  and  ftubborn  denial  puts  an  end  to  their  entreaties. 

The  neceflaries  of  life  are  dealt  ou^^very  fparingly  to  thefe  people,  and  you  may  read 
upon  many  of  their  meagre  faces,  the  extremes  of  poverty,  added  to  the  extreme  of  la- 
bour. But  the  failors,  who  ferve  other  flates  in  time  of  peace  for  the  purpofes  of  trade, 
have  hardly  a  milder  fate  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  lidiculous  to  reproach  the  King  of  Pruflia,  on 
account  of  the  hardfliips  to  which  his  foldiers  are  expofed,  than  it  would  be  to  compel 
thefe  nations  to  relinquifli  their  navy  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  men  they  are  fubject  to 
by  ftorms,  fait  proviflons,  change  of  climate,  fcurvy,  and  the  other  accidents  of  a  fea- 
faring  life.  Without  frugality  and  labour,  the  King  of  Pruflla's  foldiers  could  not  be 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  other  powers  ;  but  as  he  is  furrounded  by  entcrprizing  and  jealous 
neighbours,  he  7nuji  endeavour  to  procure  himfelf,  by  art,  what  others  enjoy  in  confe- 
quence of  their  natural  ftrength.     The  fufferings  of  a  fmall  number  is  no  evil,  but  a 
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r-ooJ,  when  the  1..  e  cannot  be  benefited  without  it,  and  thole  who  blame  this  extraor- 
dinary difciphae,  muft  alfo,  with  Mr.  Lint^uet,  find  fault  w  ith  agriculture,  as  it  falls  nearly 
as  hard  on  the  greatcft  part  of  the  fubjecls  of  every  ICuropcan  Itate,  as  the  triilitary  fcr- 
vice  does  on  the  Prullian  foldier. 

The  hardfhips  too  of  the  fituation,  h  ive  been  mucli  exaggerated  by  travellers. — Even 
blows,  about  which  fo  much  has  been  laid,  are  only  uied  when  the  man  fhews  incorrigible 
ftupidity,  awkwardnefs,  negligence,  or  wickednefs.  In  no  armies  whatever  arc  recruits 
treated  withmore  gcntlenefs  than  they  arc  in  the  Prullian.  Their  corporals  teach  them  the 
exercife,  and  how  to  march,  with  all  polhble  care  and  attention;  nor  do  they  grudge  to  re- 
peat the  way  of  doing  the  thing  a  thouland  times,  when  the  man's  Icull  is  hard  of  penetra- 
tion. But  when  once  he  underllands  the  thing,  his  teacher  takes  the  Hick,  and  tells  him, 
that  this  for  the  future  will  be  his  teacher,  if  he  does  not  do  what  he  is  now  able  to  do. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  I  have  often  had  occafion  to  make  a  very  interelting  ob- 
fervation.  In  all  the  countries  belonging  to  bifliops,  and  in  many  of  the  free  dates,  I 
met  with  foldiers  who  had  ferved  the  King  of  Prullia,  and  who  had  molt  of  them  de- 
ferted  from  him.  As  you  know  it  is  my  way  to  be  more  obfervant  of  men  of  the  lower 
ordersoffociety,  than  of  thole  who  have  Itarsand  firings;  I  talked  with  about  twenty  of 
thefe  deferters,  and  did  not  meet  with  one  amonglt  them  who  did  not  wifh  himfelf  back 
again  with  the  King  of  Prullia.  Ihave  Ibmetimes  purpofely  contradifted  them,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  iliew  them  what  far  more  plealant  days  they  enjoyed  under  their  bifhop 
or  magiftrate,  and  how  impolhble  1  thought  it,  from  all  the  accounts  I  had  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  that  they  {hould  be  difpleafed  with  their  change  of  fituation.  This  did  not 
fatisfy  them.  They  all  fpoke  of  the  King's  great  achievements  with  a  degree  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  which  often  Hruck  me  not  a  little,  and  the  conclufion  of  what  they  laid  v/as  always 
this  ;  "  It  is  very  true  that  foldiers  are  rather  roughly  treated  by  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
but  the  pay  comes  regularly  the  day  it  is  due,  and  there  is  no  inflance  of  any  man  hav- 
ing ever  been  ftarved  to  death  by  him."  When  a  man  does  his  duty,  the  officer's  eye 
is  upon  him,  and  every  one  knows  in  what  rank  he  may  clafs  himfelf;  in  other  places 
men  are  only  half  foldiers,  and  derive  no  credit  from  it.  Notwithflanding  they  have 
the  utmofl;  liberty  under  thefe  petty  princes,  and  are  oftener  in  the  ale-houfe  than  under 
arms  whilil  they  continue  with  them,  many  of  them,  who  are  young  enough,  defert 
back  again  to  the  King  of  Pruffia.  It  is  remarkable  enough  too,  that  in  all  thefe  places 
they  confider  themfelves  as  a  kind  of  veterans.  In  one  of  the  epifcopal  refidencies,  I 
heard  an  officer  fsvear  at  a  foldier.  The  fellow  anfwered  him  with  a  degree  of  cold 
pride  not  to  be  defcribed,  "  Sir  officer,  I  have  ferved  the  King  of  Pruffia."  And  the 
officer  was  filent. 

The  frequent  defertions,  are  the  capital  obje£lions  which  men  make  to  the  Pruffian 
military  eftablifhment.  It  is  very  true,  that  upon  marching  into  an  enemy's  country,  a 
twelfth  or  fifteenth  of  the  King's  army  leaves  him  ;  but  they  come  back  with  interefl: 
after  a  fortunate  aclion,  and  though,  after  unfortunate  aclions,  fo  many  of  the  foreign 
troops  defert,  his  own  fubjects  defert  lefs  than  any  foldiers  upon  earth. 

A  new  inftance  of  the  King's  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  not  being  willing  to  expofe  the 
country  to  any  diftrefs,  is  (liewn  in  his  wiliingnefs  rather  to  bear  with  thefe  inconvenien- 
ces, than  have  more  of  his  fubjecls  undei*  arms.  After  the  battle  of  Collin,  half  the  ar- 
my deferted  ;  and  at  Rofbach  his  army  was  made  up  almofl  entirely  of  his  own  troops  ; 
but  mark,  he  beat  our  armies,  and  the  armies  of  the  empire,  and  the  lad  ferved  him  to 
compleat  his  regiments  which  had  fuffered.  Thus  it  always  goes.  The  Germans  who 
inhabit  near  the  Rhine,  Maine,  and  countries  about  the  upper  parts  of  the  Danube,  al- 
ways join  the  viclorious  army.  When  the  Emperor  is  fortunate,  they  leave  the  King  for 
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him  ;  and  when  the  chances  turn,  they  turn  with  them.     In  the  mean  time  they  muft  of 
courfe  always  ftand  one  aclion  in  the  place  where  they  are. 

With  regard  to  the  interior  government  and  taftics  of  the  Pruflian  army,  all  I  can  tell 
you  about  them  is,  that  no  foreigners  know  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Guibert,  the 
celebrated  French  writer  on  the  fubjeft,  is  looked  upon  here  as  the  mod  miferable  dri- 
veller in  the  whole  v.-orld  ;  and  they  pointed  out  feveral  things  to  me,  which  he  had  en- 
tirely mllcaken.  I  will  give  you  only  one  fpecimen,  which  I  happen  to  recolleft.  He 
fays  that  the  cylindrical  rammer  of  the  Pruffians  deprefles  the  gun  too  much  when  they 
prefent.  This  is  not  only  falfe  in  facl,  but  Mr.  Guibert  overlooked  fomething  here, 
which  the  Pruffians  confider  as  a  remarkable  advantage.  They  always  lower  the  gun  a 
little  when  they  prefent,  becaufe  they  have  obferved  that  it  is  always  ralfed  a  little  by 
the  natural  fliaking  of  the  foldier,  efpecially  when  he  fees  himfelf  within  the  enemies' 
fire.  They  lay  we  loft  I  know  not  what  battle  in  Flanders,  by  our  men  always  firing  too 
high,  whereas  the  Englifli  took  fuch  care  to  make  their  people  fire  lower,  that  fome  of 
the  officers  even  lowered  the  guns  of  the  foldiers  with  their  arms  and  fticks. 

In  my  opinion,  the  fame  thing  is  to  be  obferved  In  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the 
Pruffian  government.  It  is  not  fo  much  the  myftery  which  obtains,  as  the  fimpllcity  of 
things,  which  people  overlook,  and  judge  falfely  about.  They  feek  for  ardfice  where 
there  really  is  none,  and  fet  up  myftery  becaufe  things  are  too  near  their  nofes  to  be 
feen.  I  was  allured  by  feveral  officers,  that  in  marches  (which  they  confider  as  one  of 
the  moft  important  parts  of  the  art  of  vi'ar,  though  they  do  not  make  a  whole  regiment 
Hand  for  fome  minutes  on  one  leg,  in  order  to  teach  them  how  to  preferve  the  equili- 
brium of  the  body)  there  are  certain  Httle  things,  which  people  do  not  obferve,  on  which 
the  whole  depends.  The  King  fuffers  no  perfon  to  be  prefent  at  the  grand  mmmuvres, 
■without  particular  permiffion ;  but  this  is  probably  done  more  to  prevent  the  troops 
being  dilturbed  by  a  fwarm  of  fpedators,  than  to  make  a  myftery  of  any  thing.  It  re- 
quires indeed  a  very  nice  and  well-accuftomed  eye,  as  well  as  a  very  favourable  fituation 
in  the  field,  to  fee  and  underftand  a  Pruffian  mmmuvre  ;  fo  that  amongft  twenty  pro- 
feffional  men,  who  are  fpedators,  there  fliall  hardly  be  one  that  can  compafs  it.  This  is 
the  true  caufe  why  the  Pruffian  officers  themfelves  can  give  fo  little  account  of  their  own 
art.  Every  man  has  too  much  to  do  upon  his  own  fpot,  to  be  able  to  attend  to  what  is 
paffing  round  him. 

i\s  wonderful  as  the  Pruffian  Infantry  is,  it  is  ftlU  infinitely  furpaffed  by  the  cavalry, 
according  to  the  teftimony  of  all  the  officers  I  have  fpoken  with.  Even  Engllfh  travellers, 
who  are  not  apt  to  give  any  favourable  accounts  of  what  they  meet  with  in  other  countries, 
and  who  are  fo  proud  of  their  own  cavalry,  confefs  that  this  part  of  the  Pruffian  army 
goes  beyond  all  that  can  be  conceived  of  it.  The  King  himfelf  fays  of  them,  that  they 
always  ftand  to  advantage  between  him  and  the  enemy  he  expeds.  He  fpends  immenfe 
fums  upon  them,  and  fends  for  horfes  as  far  as  Tartary.  The  Pruffian  officers,  though 
not  given  to  boafting,  affert,  that  in  all  the  hiftory  of  the  art  of  war,  there  Is  not  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  cavalry's  ever  having  been  brought  to  the  point  of  perfedlion  it  is  now 
brought  to  in  Pruffia.  They  ride  always  full  gallop  j  but  their  evolutions  are  as  exa£t 
as  any  of  thofe  of  the  infantry. 

They  look  upon  the  attack  of  the  cavalry  as  not  to  be  ftood  by  the  infantry.  The 
King's  cavalry  is  above  eighty  thoufand  ftrong,  and  he  every  year  ufes  five  thoufand  frefh 
horfes.  The  Emperor  takes  all  poffible  pains  to  rival  the  King  in  this  refpeO: ;  but  he 
is  ftill  at  a  great  diftance  from  him,  though  his  cavalry  is  beyond  comparifon  the  beft  in 
Europe  after  the  Pruffian. 

A  great 
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A  great  advantage  pofTeffed  by  the  PrufTian  army  is  the  uniform  difcipline  that  obtains 
all  through.  There  are  particular  mafters  of  exercife  for  every  divifion  of  the  army. 
Thefe  the  colonels  themfelves  mud  not  control,  when  they  are  exercifmg  their  regiments, 
though  they  are  often  only  majors.  This  occafions  an  attention  to  a  great  number  of 
little  things,  which  in  other  armies  particularly  our  own,  depend  only  on  the  will  of  the 
colonel,  and  are  therefore  often  negleded.  By  this  means  the  v.hole  muft  harmonize 
better,  for  when  rules  are  the  fame,  the  alacrity  or  negligence  of  the  colonels  or  majors 
in  the  execution,  make  a  wonderful  difference  in  regiments. 

Another  caufe,  which  in  my  opinion,  greatly  contributes  to  the  excellence  of  the  army, 
is  the  high  birth  of  the  officers.  They  are  mod  of  them  of  the  (irft  nobility  of  the 
country,  and  you  hardly  meet  with  one  foreigner  in  twenty.  They  mufl  all  have 
been  educated  at  the  cadet's  fchool,  and  have  ferved  as  cadets  :  I  have  fome  very  refpeft- 
able  acquaintance  amongfl:  them.  They  are  in  every  refped:  well-educated  people,  and 
upon  the  whole  very  fenfible  men.  The  fmall  pay  of  the  fubalterns  obliges  them  to  be 
ceconomical,  which  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  fervice.  They  have  all  a  martial  appear- 
ance, and  tliHt  alacrity  in  every  thing,  which  befpeaks  men  always  ready  to  cut  a  knot 
with  their  fwords.  I  believe  that  the  PrulIIan  army  has  an  advantage  over  the  Auftrian, 
from  the  Pruilian  nobility  not  being  fo  powerful  as  the  Auftrian.  You  cannot  expefl: 
from  counts  and  princes  with  large  incomes,  that  exacl  fubordination  and  fimplicity, 
which  is  the  foul  of  the  PrufTian  army.  Our  experienced  officers  make  a  great  outcry 
about  the  irregularities  in  fervice,  which  are  perpetually  arifing  from  the  intrigues  of 
private  families  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  Englifh  army  is  as  ill  circumflanced  in  this 
refpeft. 

The  Auftrians  are  by  nature  a  far  flouter  race  of  foldiers  than  the  Prufllans,  but  this 
does  not  avail  them  ;  for,  after  all  that  has  been  faid  of  the  advantage  of  art  over  un- 
cultivated nature,  no  flronger  inffance  can  be  fliewn  of  it,  than  bringing  up  a  miferable 
artificial  being,  with  all  his  art  about  him,  to  face  a  natural  man,  who  is  without  it.  The 
natural  man,  who,  were  they  both  unarmed,  would  be  able  to  tear  to  pieces  a  dozen 
fuch  creatures,  lies  flretched  out  at  the  feet  of  the  wretched  man  of  art,  as  foon  as  the 
latter  gives  fire. 

The  fame  truth  holds  good  with  regard  to  armies  that  are  more  or  lefs  difciplined, 
nor  are  the  natural  qualities  of  the  foldier  able  to  Hand  a^ainfl  thofe  which  are  acquired 
by  art. 


LETTER   LII. 

Berlin. 

"WHEN  we  read  In  Linguet's  Annals  that  the  King  of  Prufliahad  more  foldiers  than 
peafants,  during  the  laft  Silefian  war,  we  are  naturally  apt  to  take  it  for  a  bon  mot ;  but 
I  am  apt  to  think  it  rank  ignorance.  The  man  who  could  advife  the  European  powers 
to  help  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  a  part  of  Germany,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  oppofe  the 
Turk  on  all  fides,  is  very  capable  of  making  fuch  a  blunder.  He  eftimated  the  PrufTiaa 
territories  by  the  map,  where,  on  account  of  their  broken  appearance,  they  make  but  a 
forry  figure,  and  fo  naturally  fell  into  the  opinion  of  its  being  impoffible  for  more  than 
two  hundred  thoufand  men  to  inhabit  fo  narrow  a  flip  of  land. 

What  confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  is  the  ignorance  people  are  in  with  regard  to  the 
real  ftrength  of  Pruflia,  which  yet  they  ought  to  be  better  acquainted  with,  partly 
by  the  information  of  their  eyes,  and  partly  from  German  documents,  which  are  open 
to  every  man. 

c  c  2  Mr» 
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Mr.  Pilati,  one  of  the  few  foreigners  wlio  underftand  German,  and  derive  their  know- 
ledge from  the  fountain  head,  relates,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  not  more  than  1 20,000 
men,  when  he  made  his  firff  conqueft. 

When  the  King  came  to  the  crown,  his  own  territories  contained  at  leaft  2,200,000 
inhabitants;  Brandenburg  had  600,000  ;  Pruflia  60,000;  Pomerania  300,000 ;  Mag- 
deburg and  Halberftadt  300,000;  and  his  own  Weftphalian  dominions  at  leaft  400,000. 
His  income  confided  of  at  leaft  twelve  millions  of  florins,  and  he  had  inherited  a  won- 
derful treafure  of  ready  money  from  his  father. 

It  is  likewife  a  very  generally  received  prejudice,  that  PrufTia  is  not  flrong  enough  to 
maintain  itfelf  hereafter  in  the  ftate  of  fplendour  to  which  the  prefent  King  has  raifed  it. 
It  is  very  true,  that  v>'ith  regard  to  interior  ftrength,  there  are  but  few  of  the  European 
powers  which  do  not  furpafs  the  Frufiian;  but,  as  long  as  the  fvllem  of  government 
fhall  laft  which  has  been  eftabliflied  by  the  King,  it  will  always  be  able  to  meafure  fwords 
with  any  power  in  Europe.  In  fafl:,  the  true  ffrength  of  a  (late  does  not  confifl  fo 
much  in  the  quantity  of  its  pofitive  force,  as  in  the  ufe  made  of  it  ;  but  there  is  no 
power  in  Europe  who  is  able  to  ftretch  every  nerve  and  every  fibre,  as  the  PrulTian 
certainly  can.  Befides  this,  if  population  continues  to  encreafe  as  it  has  done  during 
the  time  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  the  pofitive  force  itfelf  will  encreafe  fader  than 
that  of  any  other  country. 

The  PrufTian  dominions,  of  which  no  perfon  can  have  an  idea  in  the  map,  contain 
3650  German  fquare  miles,  which  is  as  much  as  the  kingdoms  of  Naples,  Sicily,  and 
Portugal  put  together.  The  population  is  about  fix  millions.  The  kingdoms  of  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Portugal  put  together,  do  not  contain  fo  many  inhabitants ;  nor 
does  England  alone  contain  as  many.  As  thePruffian  population  does  not  yet  bear  any 
proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  country,  and  as  that  is  not  yet  all  cultivated,  the  Pruflian 
population  is  fufceptible  ot  a  great  encreafe.  With  regard  to  goodnefs  of  territory,  the 
country  in  general  may  be  counted  amongfl  the  middling  fort.  The  foil  of  Branden- 
burg indeed,  is  remarkably  bad  ;  but  that  of  Magdeburg,  Halberfladt,  Cleves,  the  mar- 
quifate  of  La  Mark,  and  fome  parts  of  Silefia,  Pomerania,  and  Pruflia,  are  as  remark- 
ably good.  When,  in  procefs  of  time,  they  have  acquired  the  degree  of  culture  of 
which  they  are  capable,  they  will  be  able  to  fupport  eight  millions  of  perfons.  Befides 
thefe,  this  court  has  much  to  expedt  from  an  acceflion  of  the  marquifate  of  Anfpach 
and  Bareith  ;  and  it  is  ten  to  one  that  it  will  come  in  for  a  fliare,  when  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Peterfburgh  fliall  execute  the  plan  againfl  the  Porte,  which  they  have  been 
engaged  in  ever  fince  the  Emperor's  journey  to  Peterfburgh. 

This  plan  has  been  fpoken  of  here  for  fome  time  with  a  great  degree  of  confidence, 
and  as  it  is  impoffible  that  whenever  it  takes  place,  this  court  fliould  fit  idle,  I  will  lay 
before  you  the  political  opinions  of  thofe  perfons  who  deferve  the  mofl  credit.  They 
fay  the  two  imperial  courts  hardly  need  the  third  part  of  their  troops  to  be  a  match  for 
the  Turk.  The  King's  fituation  is  therefore  critical,  for  he  is  placed  between  two 
courts,  each  of  which  equals  him  in  ftrength,  even  after  they  have  fent  out  one  hundred 
and  eighty,  or  two  hundred  thoufand  men  againfl:  the  eaftern  enemy.  This  is  true  ; 
but  if  the  King  choofes  to  oppofe  their  meafures,  France,  who  is.  more  interefted  in  this 
affair  than  the  PrulTian  court,  on  account  of  her  Levant  trade,  which  is  an  objeft  of 
eight  millions  a-year,  muft  naturally  feek  for  a  connedion  with  him.  France,  however, 
has  had  the  folly,  at  a  time  when  the  weft  and  north  were  occupied  by  the  two  moft 
formidable  powers  that  hiftory  knows  of,  to  wafle  her  power  at  fea;  and  the  two  impe- 
rial courts  fuffered  her  to  fpend  herfelf  in  the  American  war,  in  which  fhe  had  no  man- 
ner of  concern,  till  fhe  was  intirely  exhaufted.      By  this  means  Ihe  has  loaded  herfelf 

1 2  with 
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with  debt,  and  will  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  b.ilance  in  the  Eafl.  By  the  b}'e,  bro- 
ther, it  is  very  humbling  to  a  Frenchman  to  oblerve  how  they  fpeak  ot  the  power  of 
France  in  this  country.  They  affeft  to  think  our  armies  might  make  a  tolerable  (land 
ag.iinfl  Dutch,  Piedm'ontefe,  or  fuch  troops,  or  at  mofl  againfl  the  army  oF  the  flates  of 
the  empire ;  but  that  they  would  make  no  refiflance  at  all  if  oppofed  to  the  Ruffian  or 
Audrian  armies.  But  to  return — The  King  of  Pruffia,  whofe  age  and  love  of  philofo- 
phical  quiet,  incline  him  to  peaceful  councils,  would  let  himfelf  be  perfuaded  to  peace  by 
a  flice  of  Poland.  Something  he  mult  have — for  fnould  it  pleafe  him  to  put  his  old 
weather-beaten  head  out,  he  would  find  many  methods,  by  his  great  treafure,  of  pro- 
curing fuch  afliflance  from  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  other  German  courts,  as  would  en- 
able him  to  make  head  againft  both  the  imperial  courts  ;  efpecially  if  France  was  to  do 
for  the  Porte,  what  its  fleets  enable  it  to  do,  or  was  to  force  the  Emperor  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  Italy,  where  fhe  might  be  aflifted  by  the  Kings  of 
Naples  and  Sardinia.  Difficult  as  it  may  be,  to  make  fo  powerful  a  head,  and  unlikely 
that  all  circumftances  (hould  concur,  we  may  venture  to  fay  that  it  is  ten  to  one  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburgh  will  rather  choofe  to  make  the  King  quiet  in  his  own 
way,  than  drive  him  to  the  utmoif.  Only  (hew  him  that  it  is  worth  his  while,  and 
probably  he  will  contribute  his  fhare  in  driving  the  Turks  out,  or  at  lead  guarantee  the 
imperial  courts  againfl  the  atteinpts  which  may  be  made  by  any  other  powers  of  Chril- 
tendom,  to  impede  their  operations. 

If  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Vienna  fliall,  as  they  have  it  in  their  power,  proceed 
to  the  execution  of  this  plan  ;  the  lofs  of  our  profitable  trade  to  the  Levant,  muft  be 
the  inevitable  confequence  of  the  ruinous  American  war,  the  end  of  which  we  cannot 
yet  fee,  and  which  we  cannot  get  as  much  by  as  we  are  fure  to  lofe  by  this  means.  Our 
wine  trade  to  the  north  mufl  likewife  fuffer  from  this  caufe,  as  the  Poles  have  been  long 
at  work  on  a  canal,  which,  by  means  of  the  many  rivers  which  pafs  through  their  coun- 
try, is  to  unite  the  Atlantic  and  Black  Seas,  and  to  bring  wine  for  the  fupply  of  all  the 
north,  from  the  provinces  which  now  conftitute  Turkey  in  Europe.  Not  to  fay  that 
Europe  will  have  two  powers  more  at  fea,  which  will  be  hoflile  to  us  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean. All  this  gives  us  good  reafon  to  blame  the  fleets  built  at  the  expence  of  our  land 
forces.  We  have  only  one  hope  left,  which  is,  that  Ruflia  and  Auftria  cannot  long 
continue  friends  when  they  are  fo  near  one  another. 

ThePruflian  monarchy  has  alfo  great  improvements  of  another  kind  to  expeft.  If  it 
•was  once  compaft  and  clofe  together,  it  would  be  a  confiderable  deal  ftronger  than  it 
now  is.  They  often  talk  of  an  exchange  of  the  Pruffian  territories  in  Wefl:phalia,  and 
the  duchies  of  Bardth  and  Anfpach  for  Mecklenburg,  Anhalt  and  Lauffits.  This  would 
be  very  advantageous  for  the  King,  but  it  is  extremely  diflicult  to  bring  about. 

The  King's  income  is  about  thirty-four  millions  of  Saxon  florins,  or  eighty-nine  mil- 
lions of  livres  *.  His  civil  Hfl:  is  incredibly  and  uncommonly  fmall.  His  firft  minifters 
appointments  are  1 5,000  florins.  I  know  fome  privy  counfellors  in  Vienna  who  have 
more.  The  (fate  of  his  ambafladors,  at  the  greateft  courts,  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  15,000  florins.  The  public  of  Vienna  laughed  at  the  Baron  Riedefel,  the  editor 
of  the  Journey  to  Greece,  for  not  having  from  thirty  to  forty  thoufand  florins,  like  the 
imperial  minilter ;  but  he  knew  very  well,  that  the  qualities  of  a  good  minilter  are  not 
to  be  found  in  his  pocket.  Accordingly  a  long  time  did  not  pafs  before  he  gave  the 
ton  in  the  beft  focieties,  and  his  jealoufy  for  the  honour  of  his  mafl:er,  made  feveral  of 
the  Emperor's  minifters  afharaed  who  were  much  better  paid  than  he  was, 
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Silefia  Is  the  province  of  mod  confequence  a.'"ter  the  kingdom  of  Pniffia.  It  is  only 
half  as  big  as  this,  but  has  nearly  the  fame  number  of  inhabitants,  and  yields  very  near 
as  much.  The  Silefian  linens  are  famous  all  over  the  world  ;  and  the  King  has  juft 
opened  a  trade  with  Spain  for  them,  which  was  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Ham- 
burghers.  They  have  likewife  a  large  trade  for  handkerchiefs.  The  Silefian  forefls 
alfo  atlord  a  great  deal  of  wood  for  fhip-building.  The  Ville  de  Paris,  which  was  taken 
the  1  2th  of  April  of  this  year,  was  intirely  built  of  Silefian  wood. 

Having  made  feveral  excurfions  into  diiferent  parts  of  the  Pruflian  dominions,  I  have 
obferved  that  there  is  no  where  fo  much  poverty  as  in  the  two  towns  of  Berlin  and  Potf. 
dam.  This  probably  it  is,  which  has  contributed  to  bring  the  country  into  difcredit 
vith  foreigners.  The  high  price  of  the  neceflaries  of  fife  in  thefe  two  cities,  the  great 
number  of  idle  people,  the  finall  pay  of  many  civil  and  military  fervants,  the  pinching 
way  in  which  many  of  the  fmaller  nobility,  who  muft  have  tiieir  fervants  (and  often 
their  debts)  live,  and  the  great  luxury  of  dr&fs,  may  be  the  caufes  of  this.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  country  appears  to  me,  though  not  rich,  yet  in  a  fi:ate  fufficiently  prolperous. 
The  equal  diRribution  of  the  coin  amongll  many  people,  makes  the  fum  not  fo  firiking 
as  it  is  in  other  places,  in  which  a  nobleman  covers  the  poverty  of  a  hundred  of  his  poor 
countrvmen  by  his  difiipation.  This  is  not  the  cafe  here ;  there  are  no  perfons  in  the 
Pruffian  dominions,  fome  of  the  large  feudal  nobles  in  Silefia  only  excepted,  who  pof- 
fefs  above  thirty  thoufand  guilders  income  in  landed  eftates.  Indeed  you  cannot  find 
more  than  three  houfes  which  have  twenty  thoufand  florins ;  but  ftill  the  inhabitants 
are  upon  the  whole  as  remote  from  extreme  poverty  as  from  exceffive  riches,  and  you 
meet  with  as  few  beggars  here  as  in  any  other  country  in  Europe.  There  is  no  ground 
for  the  aflertion  of  fome  travellers,  that  manufaftures  do  not  thrive  in  this  counti-y,  for 
I  did  not  fee  one  city,  though  ever  fo  fmall,  in  which  there  were  not  fome  flouz-ifhing 
manufaftures.  It  has  indeed  been  objefted  to  the  King,  that  his  fyftem  of  finance  has 
ruined  the  fair  of  Franckfort  on  the  Oder ;  but  the  trade  carried  on  there  was  a  kind  of 
Jewifti  bufinefs,  which  might  perhaps  be  profitable  to  the  merchants  of  the  place,  but 
was  rather  hurtful  than  uleful  to  the  reft  of  the  country.  The  fame  objection,  upon 
the  fame  narrow  grounds,  is  made  to  the  Emperor,  with  regard  to  the  fair  of  Biffen,  in 
-the  TyroL 

With  regard  to  the  fciences,  and  literature  of  all  kinds,  Berlin  is,  without  a  doubt, 
one  of  the  firft  cities  in  the  world.  It  is  obliged  to  the  King  for  this  pre-eminence. 
His  father  was  as  orthodox  and  ftiff  as  the  late  Emprefs  of  Germany  ;  and  the  Mufes, 
who  without  liberty  do  not  live  at  their  eafe,  fled  from  him  of  courfe.  This  filly  prince 
baniflied  the  celebrated  Wolfe,  who  certainly  was  no  infidel ;  but  the  King  had  no 
liberal  ideas;  he  confidered  every  ftudy,  except  thofe  of  divinity  and  finance,  as  non- 
fenfe  and  delufions  ef  the  devil,  and  his  treafurer  was  a  greater  man  in  his  eyes,  than 
Wolfe,  Leibnitz,  or  Newton.  The  prefent  King,  who  is  a  true  friend  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  has  eltabliflied  a  freedom  of  thinking  in  his  country,  v.'hich  is  not  to  be  met 
with  any  where  out  of  England.  Neither  orthodox  nor  politics  reftrain  philofophy  in 
this  country ;  but  whilft  every  profeflor  at  Vienna  is  teaching  that  land  and  people  are 
the  private  property  of  the  monarch,  they  publilh  here,  without  the  lead  fear  of  danger, 
that  the  King  is  nothing  more  than  zjladt-holder,  or  the  firft  amongft  his  fellows.  As 
to  religion,  the  Jews  openly  declare  that  the  Meffiah  is  not  yet  come  ;  the  Catholics, 
that  they  eat  him  every  day,  and  that  the  Pope  is  the  head  of  all  princes ;  the  Protef- 
tants,  that  the  Pope  is  the  wi!d-bea(t  in  the  Apocalypfe,  and  the  Whore  of  Babylon  ; 
the  Greeks,  that  there  is  no  Trinity  ;  the  Turks,  that  Mahomet  wns  a  greater  prophet 
than  either  Jefus  or  Mofes  j  and  the  whole  race  of  Infidels,  that  there  never  has  been 
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any  prophet  rt  all.  Ail  thefc  things  are  confidered  as  bare  fpeculationsof  the  clofet  by 
the  police ;  and  any  prieft,  rabbi,  or  cadi,  deiiring  to  make  an  auto-dc-fi,  would  be  the 
firfl:  to  occupy  a  place  on  his  own  faggots. 

The  King  has  an  academy,  which  is  7iot  compofed  of  the  bed  wits  to  be  met  with 
here.     There  are,  however,  fome  men  of  true  merit  amongft  this  generally  very  indif- 
ferent fet.     But  Frederick,  as  has  been  oberved  by  feveral  of  his  enemies,  has  a  preju- 
dice in  favour  of  foreigners,  and  had  rather  take  one  of  our  journalijis  *  to  fill  up  his 
academy,  than  any  of  the  German  literati.     Mr,  Pilati  has  obferved  that  feveral  of  the 
German  men  of  letters  would  make  a  better  figure  in  this  academy,  than  moll:  of  the 
foreigners  who  are  in  it.      The  King  does  not  think  fo  ;  but  then  it  muil  be  confelTed 
that  he  has  given  the  Germans  full  revenge  on  this  fubject,  by  the  publication  of  his 
effay yi/r  la  Literature  Allemande,  which  makes  it  very  evident  that  he  knows  nothing  at 
all  either  of  their  literature  or  their  language.      The  reafon  of  this  is  alfo  obvious. 
When  he  began  his  courfe,  German  literature  was  flill  in  its  infancy,  and  there  pre- 
vailed at  Berlin  efpecially,  a  barbarity  which  mult  have  vexed  him  forely.     His  tafte 
was  confequently  formed  on  the  French  and  Italian  models  ;  and  the  company  he  kept 
in  his  hours  of  recreation,  confilfed  only  of  perfons  of  thefe  nations.     In  procefs  of 
time,  light  advanced  in  Germany,  but  he  did  not  perceive  the  blaze  it  made  in  its  pro- 
grefs.     He  himfelf  wrote  aad  fpoke  only  in  French  ;  and  the  jefts  of  the  foreign  wits 
who  furrounded  him,  and  knew  no  German,  increafed  his  prejudices,  both  againft  a 
language  which  he  could  neither  fpeak  nor  write,  and  againit  a  nation  which  he  knew 
only  by  its  dark  melancholy  humours,  and  (tiff  cut  of  the  clothes  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Berlin  were  remarkable  in  his  father's  time,  and  which  they  have  not  yet  intirely 
thrown  off.     When  the  fame  of  German  literature  increafed,  and  inconteftible  proofs 
of  its  eminence  were  offered  to  be  laid  before  him,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  enter 
into  the  beauties  of  a  language  which  he  had  always  treated  as  barbarous,  and  of  which 
he  could  only  write  and  fpeak  the  moil  miferable  jargon.      In  order  to  difcover  the 
beauties  in  any  tongue  whatever,  it  is  necell;\ry  to  be  acquainted  with  its  peculiar  idiom: 
for  it  is  in  this  cafe  as  it  is  with  an  aftor  who  fucceeds  one  that  had  been  the  favourite 
of  the  public.     The  new  ador  may  poffefs  all  that  art  and  nature  can  bellow  upon  him, 
ftill  he  will  not  do  enough  for  general  expedation  on  his  firll  appearance  ;   the  fpectators 
muft  have  time  to  grow  familiar  with  his  peculiar  pronunciation,  his  carriage,  and  a 
number  of  trifling  circumltanceSj  which  only  hurt  him  from  the  comparifon  with  his 
predeceffor,  in  whom  many  things  of  the  fame  kind  did  not  make  unfavourable  impref- 
fions,  on  account  of  the  habit  which  people  were  under  of  feeing  them.     The  King, 
who  never  had  time  enough  to  fpare  from  the  cares  of  his  date,  to  make  himfelf  tho- 
rough mafter  of  the  beauties  of  the  language,  and  to  wear  away  the  prejudice  he  had 
formed  againfl:  it,  was  rather  confirmed  in  his  prejudices  than  lliaken  in  them,  by  the 
proofs  that  were  laid  before  him,  of  the  contrary  opinion.     It  is  poilible  too  that  his  in- 
flruclors  might  not  be  happy  in  the  choice  of  the  works  they  took  to  convince  him. 
After  all,  if  we  confider  that  ever  fince  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  he  has  only  ufed 
literature  for  a  recreation  and  amufement,  we  fhall  not  be  very  angry  with  him  for  his 
averfion  to  German  literati.     The  ton  of  the  polite  world  is  feldom  found  united  to  their 
learning,  and  their  wits  are  moftly  Runted  by  the  fevere  fludies  of  their  refpective  pro- 
feffions.     Whilft  in  other  nations  the  literati  often  facrifice  their  underllanding  to  their 
genius,  thefe  always  offer  up  the  former  at  the  flirine  of  the  latter.     Hunger  and  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  world  render  them  boorifh  and  untradable  in  fecial  life,  though 
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at  the  fame  time  they  form  the  imaginary  worlds  of  which  they  write,  after  quite  a  dif- 
ferent fyfliem  from  what  they  practife,  and  know  how  to  give  their  writing  a  polilh 
which  they  want  themfelves.  The  profeffional  countenances  of  the  Dutch  literati,  and 
the  ftiidies  of  the  baiiix  efprits,  which  came  to  the  King's  notice,  could  not  recommend 
German  literature  much  to  him  ;  doubtlefs  the  genius  of  the  nation  contributed  fomc- 
thing  to  the  preference  he  gave  the  French  and  Italians.  The  German  genius  is  dull, 
and  though  many  of  their  pieces  do  not  abfolutelyy?/>7,('  of  the  lamp,  yet  you  may  eafily 
obferve  that  they  have  come  with  difficulty  from  the  authors.  In  confequence  of  this, 
they  feldom  recommend  themfelves  as  fine  writers,  even  when  they  are  moft  entertain- 
ing ;  for  they  have  not  the  livelinefs  which  enables  the  French  and  Italians  to  mark  the 
remarkable  parts  of  a  thing  in  a  minute,  and  to  give  a  neatnefs  to  obfervations  often 
paltry  enough  in  themfelves.  Religion  is  alfo  in  fome  meafure  the  caufe  of  this.  The 
Proteftants  are  accuftomed  to  give  too  great  a  preference  to  the  ufeful  over  the  agree- 
able, and  as  the  Catholics,  whofe  religion  gives  the  fined  fcope  to  the  powers  of  wit 
and  imagination,  are  in  Germany,  all  plunged  in  the  deepeft  barbarity,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  King  choofes,  for  his  hours  of  recreation,  Italian  abbes  rather  than 
German  paftors,  who  are  often  much  fuperior  to  them  in  real  knowledge,  but  who  have 
the  air  of  their  cathedrals,  and  are  apt  to  fall  into  the  preaching  tone,  with  which  it  is 
impoflible  that  the  King  fliould  be  pleafed.  The  fame  thing  obtains  with  refpeft  to  the 
writers  of  German  politics  and  hiflory.  In  point  of  truth,  and  the  knowledge  of  bare 
fa6ls,  they  far  furpafs  the  hillorians  and  politicians  of  all  other  countries,  but  they  do 
not  know  how  to  make  their  heroes  fpeak,  nor  how  to  give  them  a  beautiful  drefs.  It 
is  certainly  better  to  be  true  and  dry,  than  falfe  and  witty  ;  but  truth  alfo  allows  itfelf 
to  be  joined  with  wit,  which  makes  it  flip  down  more  glibly.  The  complaints  which 
the  King  makes  on  this  head,  in  his  eifay  againd  his  countrymen,  Jur  la  Literature  AU 
kmandc^  are  certainly  well  grounded  ;  but  his  remarks  on  the  fchools,  as  well  as  his 
proofs  of  the  want  of  genius  of  feveral  Dutch  writers,  are  certainly  not  well  chofen. 
The  JJdooting  of  darts  as  thick  as  the  arm^  and  tlje  ring  on  the  finger  of  Time,  have  been 
-univerfally  exploded  in  Germany  for  the  laft  twenty  years.  As  to  the  fchools,  in  no 
country  in  Europe  are  they  fo  flourifhing  as  in  the  King's  own  dominions.  The  Ger- 
■Jnans  proceed  intirely  by  rule,  and  even  in  things  in  which  they  are  not  calculated  to 
improve  themfelves,  they  are  able  to  give  the  belt  dire£lions  to  others.  No  nation  fur- 
pafles  them  in  eflimating  the  produdlions  of  genius.  They  have  given  the  befl:  rules 
how  a  hidory  is  to  be  written  ;  which,  however,  like  all  the  rules  in  the  univerfe,  have 
not  yet  produced  a  fingle  genius.  In  the  mean  time,  rules  and  criticifm  of  authors,  is 
all  that  hitherto  goes  forward  in  the  fchools. 

Nothing  fo  much  prevents  the  progrefs  of  German  genius,  as  the  indifference  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany  to  German  literature ;  but  on  this  account,  in  my  opinion,  they 
deferve  no  reproach  :  for  if  they  go  on  as  they  have  begun  for  fome  time,  to  encourage 
agriculture,  to  make  the  arts  alive,  to  improve  legiflation  and  manners,  and  to  pay  their 
debts ;  thefe  manly,  thefe  imperial  purfuits,  will,  as  the  King  well  obferves  in  his  effay 
on  German  literature,  contribute  more  to  the  happinefs  and  glory  of  the  nation,  than  if 
their  poets  and  hiflorians  eclipfed  all  thofe  of  old  and  modern  times.  This,  however, 
is  my  own  private  opinion.  But  when  one  of  the  firft  princes  of  Germany  reproaches 
his  countrymen,  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  done,  for  not  having  produced  a  Virgil,  a 
■Horace,  a  I'ully,  a  Corneilie,  a  Mohere,  a  Voltaire,  and  a  Taflb,  one  would  think  that 
they  might  to  contribute  to  the  progrefs  of  taftfe  and  language,  and  to  the  developement 
of  genius ;  whereas  I  met  with  no  court  in  Germany,  in  which  a  foreign  dialeft  did  not 
prevail.     In  all  places  but  Saxony,  the  immediate  followers  of  the  court  generally  fpoke 
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tlicir  mother-tongue  wretchedly,  nor  was  their  French  and  Italian  jargon  lefs  miferable; 
No  man  can  make  his  way  at  either  of  thefe  courts  without  the  French  language.  In 
mod  it  is  accounted  vulgar  and  unbecoming  to  fpeak  your  own  language  ;  and  yet  the 
court  is  the  only  place  where  language  can  acquire  the  rounding,  and  the  lightnefs 
which- is  to  dillinguifii  it  from  the  brogue  of  barbarians. 

In  France  and  Italy  the  court  contributes  mod  to  the  polifh  of  the  language  ;  for  it 
is  not  the  writer  wlio  makes  the  language,  but  words  and.  expreffions  muft.have  acquired 
the  right  of  denizenfnip  in  good  company,  before  any  author  can  ufe  them  without  of- 
fence.    The  jealoufy  of  fptaking  their  own  language  well  and  with  talte,  is  an  objecl  of 
the  fame  pride  and  pleafure  to  the  great  folks,  (who  always  alTume  the  tone  of  the  court) 
as  the  being  diftinguifhed  in  their  drefs,  their  hair,  and  their  demeanour.      Even  in. 
Greece  and  Rome,  good  company,  and  the  builuds  of  the  ilate,  contributed  much 
more  to  the  forming  their  languages  ifian  the  writers,  who  did  not  appear  till  after 
tliofe  nations  had  already  acquired  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  polifh.      But  upon 
v>'hat  models  are  the  German  writers  to  form  themfelves  ?     On  the  pulpit  ?     Few  peo" 
pie  in  high  life  pay  any  attention  to  what  paiTes  there.     On  the  courts  of  juilice?     By 
the  nonfenfical  law  jargon,  and  the  cold  and  tedious  form  of  fuits  ?     No,  no,  this  can- 
not be  :  there  mult  be  Roman  tribunals,  and  a  Roman  adminiftrationof  juftice,  before 
Cicero  caiT  poOibly  be  expected.      As  to  tranfattlons  with  foreigners,  which  were  for- 
merly a  wide  field  for  German  eloquence,  they  are  moilly  carried  on  in  the  French  lan- 
guage.    There  are  feveral  princes  who  have  their  very  proclamations  written  in  French, 
and  tranflated  out  of  it  before  they  publifii  them  to  their  fubjefts.     The  diet  of  Ratlf- 
bon,  the  only  place  where  the  fcattered  nations  of  the  empire  form  an  aggregate  and 
can  confider  themfelves  as  a  v;hole,  and  where  the  love  of  their  country,  ambition,  and 
even  national  pride,  ought  to  make  Demofthenes',  Ciceros,  Burkes,  and  Foxes  ;  this 
celebrated  diet  is  tlie  temple  of  lleep,  infcnfibility,  filenC  corruption,  the  darkefl  nonfenfe 
and  treachery.     All  ihe  tranfacTions  with  foreign  minifters,  and  moft  of  thofe  with  the 
minilters  of  the  German  courts  themfelves,  are  carried  on  in  French  and  in  the  afiembly 
of  the  Hates  itfelf,  every  thing  is  carried  on  by  a  fmgle  yea  ;  you  feldom  hear  a  nay, 
and  commonly  all  Is  focn  brought  to  a  declhon.     As  to  the  Emperor's  court  at  Vienna, 
there  is  a  jargon  there,  Vv'hich  not  one  man  of  letters  in  ten  can  underftand  ;  nor  is  that 
of  Wefslar  one  jot  behind  It  In  unintelliglblenefs.      The  German  nation  is  no  where 
brought  together  In  a  point  nor  is  it  accuRomed  to  confider  itfelf  as  one  and  the  fame 
nation;  hence  the  language  can  be  as  11' de  fixed  as  the  charatter  is.     But  if  thefe  im- 
pediments were  once  to  be  removed,  Hill  the  German  genius  would  always  be  kept  back 
by  want  of  encouragement. 

The  fmall  court  of  Weimar  is  the  only  one  I  have  yet  met  with  in  Germany,  where 
the  national  genius  Is  not  left  to  ftarve ;  but  in  order  to  feed  it,  the  Duke  is  forced,  by 
the  fcantinefs  of  his  income,  to  make  his  wits  counfellors,  fecretaries,  and  lord  high  trea- 
furers.  Klopitock  Is  perhaps  the  only  ooet  alive,  who  fhews  any  thing  like  a  v.'ell  un- 
derftood  patronage  in  any  of  the  German  princes.  In  a  word,  the  moil  miferable  of 
ourjournaliifs  will  make  his  fortune  fooner  at  a  German  court,  than  the  greateft  writer 
of  the  country.  There  Is  a  vlfible  proof  of  this  in  the  flute  of  the  academy  of  this 
country. 

Amongft  the  numerous  tribe  of  literati  of  this  country,  qui  ne  font  Hen,  pas  tiieme  aca- 
dcmiciois,  I  was  made  mod  happy  in  the  acquaintance  of  the  Jew  Mofes  Mendelfohn, 
Meffrs.  Bufching,  1  eller,  Spalding,  Nicolai,  and  IvTadam  Karfchin. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  writers  in  Germany.  His  woiks  are 
elegant,  and  his  flyle  has  a  neatnefs,  richnefs,  and  precifion,  which  niuil  in  time  make 
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liim  c'affical.  He  is  at  the  head  of  a  houfe  of  trade,  and  brings  out  his  pljilofophy  as 
lu;  can.  He  amufcs  himfelf  at  his  fpare  hours  with  the  publication  of  fra;j;ments  of  his 
fca:ttred  op'nions.  Ke  has  all  the  elegance  in  his  manner  which  diftinguilhes  his  writ- 
ings, and  it  helps  him  to  carry  off  a  corpulent  unwcildy  body. 

Burching,  Teller,  and  Spalding,  arc  members  of  the  confillorial  court. 

The  firlt  is  the  greated  known  geographer  in  Europe.  ?Iis  defcription  of  Europe 
far  furpaffes,  in  point  of  accuracy  and  fuUnefs,  every  thing  that  has  gone  before.  Geo- 
graphy  is  a  fcience  which,  from  the  various  changes  which  take  place  every  hour,  niuft 
of  courfe  have  many  defecls  ;  but  I  doubt  whether  it  be  poflible  to  do  more  than  has 
been  done  by  Bufching.  Not  only  his  itnmenfe  induflry,  which  is  abfolutcly  neceflary 
in  a  work  of  this  kind,  but  his  wonderful  acutenefs  in  the  choice  of  Jiis  help-mates,  is 
molf  admirable.  His  hiRorical  and  geographical  magazine  contains  the  mofl;  ample  ma- 
terials for  modern  hiflory,  particularly  that  of  Ruffia.  He  himfelf  is  an  inexhauftible 
fund  of  anecdotes  of  the  European  courts  ;  nor  is  there  a  hngle  one  amongft  them  all, 
with  whofe  circumflances  he  is  not  as  well  acquainted,  as  if  he  kept  a  fervant  fed  in 
each  of  them.  As  he  poflcffes  a  great  variety  of  living  languages,  none  of  the  geogra- 
phical, political,  or  hiitorical  produftions  of  the  age  efcape  him  ;  the  whole  world  lays 
ever  before  him,  jufl  as  a  part  of  Switzerland  does  before  General  Pfiffer  of  Lucern, 
who  you  know  has  contrived  to  delineate  not  only  the  natural  and  phyhcal  ftateof  each 
country,  but  a!fo  the  motions  of  the  men  in  them.  I  talked  to  Bufching  of  finifning  his 
valuable  geography,  but  he  alledged  his  numerous  occupations,  which  prevent  his  un- 
dertaking the  talk  he  afteded  to  be  delighted  with.  I  cou!d  difcover,  however,  amidft 
all  this,  tliat  he  is  deterred  by  the  difficulties  of  it ;  and  indeed  Afia,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica, are  not  fo  eafy  to  be  defcribed  as  Europe  was.  I  find,  however,  that  he  has  done 
a  great  deal  towards  thefe. 

"^Teller  and  Spalding  are  the  mofl  unprleftlike  priefls  that  I  know.  No  foul  upoa 
God's  earth  is  in  danger  of  being  damned  by  them  for  his  fpeculative  opinions.  Their 
religion  is  theoretical  and  practical  philofophy.  Both  of  them  are  wonderful  preachers, 
elegant  writers,  and  deans  of  churches.  Contrary  to  the  generality  of  proteftant 
teachers,  they  have  comfortable  incomes,  to  which  it  is  probable  that  they  owe  much 
of  the  foftnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  their  manners  ;  as  it  is  often  hunger  that  makes  di- 
vines ill-mannered,  rough,  and  untradable. 

Ramler  is  one  of  the  mofl:  amiable  poets  in  all  Germany  ;  and  none  has  carried  the 
polifli  of  his  verfe  fo  high  as  he.  He  has  foiUewhat  of  the  fliarp  and  fliort  points  of 
Horace,  as  well  as  of  his  nervous  and  crowded  periods.  His  language  is  claffical.  He 
is  profcffor  at  the  cadet  fchools,  but  not  in  very  good  circumflances. 

Mr.  Nicolai  is  a  prodigy  as  an  original  writer,  but  poflibly  flill  greater  as  a  compiler. 
His  SebaUhis  Nothanker  is  one  of  the  befl:  German  novels  ;  it^  is  quite  original,  and 
abounds  in  ftriking  charafters  and  interefling  fituations.  As  he  is  a  bookfelier,  no 
body  can  find  fault  with  him  for  regulating  his  authorfliip  according  to  the  pounds  and 
fhillings  it  brings  in.  There  is  no  German  writer,  except  only  Wieland,  (who, 
notwithftanding  his  notorious  Jew  pradices  in  this  branch,  has  dared  to  blaine  him  for 
it,)  who  knows  how  to  drefs  his  commodities  fo  well  according  to  the  public  tafl:e,  and 
to  fend  them  out  at  a  proper  time.  His  own  interefl:,  however,  often  coincides  with 
that  of  the  public,  and  they  run  together.  Germany  is  obliged  to  him  for  a  Literary 
Journal ;  which,  in  point  of  folidity  and  real  merit,  has  not  its  equal  in  Europe.  As 
he  is  only  the  compiler,  there  is  no  being  angry  with  him  if  a  partial  review  of  a  book 
now  and  then  flips  in  ;  but  there  are  very  few  of  thefe  ;  whereas  all  the  Reviews  of  other 
nations  are,  generally  fpeaking,  plots  upon  the  credulity  and  ignorance  of  mankind. 

His 
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His  converfation  is  fmgularly  interefung,  as  he  Is  pofTefled  of  a  fand  of  anecdotes  of 
German  writers,  which,  if  they  were  to  be  publifhad,  would  furpafs  every  chronicle 
that  has  hitherto  been  called  fcandalous  *.  He  knows  all  their  clubs,  and  the  fecrets  of 
their  private  houfes. 

Madam  Karfchin  is  an  amiable  poetefs.  Her  tales  breathe  innocence,  foft  fenfibiltiy, 
and  peace  of  mind.  She  is  likewife  very  good  company,  and  the  more  admirable  for 
having  made  herfelf  what  flie  is. 

You  meet  with  many  women  in  this  place  who  arc  well  acquainted  with  the  polite 
arts,  and  belles  lettres.  Madame  Rechlan,  among  many  others  I  could  mention,  is  an 
excellent  German  poetefs.  I  was  in  feveral  focietics  where  all  the  young  women  took 
a  part  in  literary  converfations. 

There  is  no  country  in  which  you  meet  with  minifters  fo  enlightened  as  you  do  here. 
All  the  minifters  and  efFeftive  counfellors  are  chofen  men,  amongfl  whom  there  is  hard- 
ly one  but  would  be  a  wonderful  writer  in  his  own  line.  The  prefent  Attorney  General 
has  done  more  in  clearing  up  the  fubjed;  of  criminal  legifiation,  in  a  fliort  pamphlet  on 
the  fubjed,  than  all  the  folios  and  quartos  in  the  Beccaria  talle  put  together.  The 
minilfer  Hertfberg,  to  whom  the  King's  EfTay  on  German  Literature  is  addrefled,  and 
who  takes  the  part  of  his  countrymen  with  great  warmth,  has  been  diftinguifhed  by  the 
writing  of  many,  and  the  publication  of  ftill  more  excellent  ftate-papers.  He  is  an 
excellent  minifter,  and  mull  be  known  to  you  by  his  condud:  of  the  difpute  on  the 
Bavarian  inheritance,  and  the  peace  of  Tefchen.  The  Chief  Juftice  Zedlitz  has  pub- 
liflied  fome  very  exellent  remarks  on  education;  and  many  of  the  King's  counfellors 
are  good  writers.  If,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  a  man  is  known  by  his  fervants, 
every  one  muft  think  highly  of  the  King  of  Prullia. 

What  principally  dilHnguiflies  the  literati  of  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  is  their 
acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  the  more  cultivated  European  nations.  1  did  not 
meet,  either  here  or  in  Saxony,  with  a  fmgle  charader  of  eminence,  who  was  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  bed  French,  Englifli,  and  Italian  writers.  They  are  true  cof- 
mopolites  in  literature,  and  totally  void  of  prejudice,  either  in  favour  of  the  produc- 
tions of  their  own  country,  or  againft  thofe  of  a  foreign  growth.  I  have  no  where 
met  with  fuch  univerfal  and  impartial  knowledge  of  the  world  as  there  is  here. 
This  is  an  advantage  which  neither  the  Englifh,  French,  or  Italians,  can  difpute  with 
them. 


LETTER  LIV. 

Berlin, 
OF  all  the  amufements  of  this  town,  that  which  delights  me  mod  at  this  feafon,  is 
the  walk  in  the  park  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Sprey.  I  have  never  feen  a  finer  public 
walk.  The  varied  beauties  of  the  woods,  alleys,  groves,  and  wildernefs,  beggar  all 
imagination.  It  is  above  three  miles  round,  and  has  water  fufficient  to  give  it  more 
life  than  there  is  in  the  walks  of  much  larger  cities.  A  part  of  it  commands  the  Sprey. 
It  is  a  pity  that  they  have  not  carried  it  over' the  parade  and  the  royal  wood  market  as 
far  as  the  river,  from  both  banks  of  which  you  have  very  beautiful  profpects. 

In  this  park  on  a  Sunday  you  fee  BerHn  in  all  its  glory.  It  is  to  the  people  of  this 
place  what  the  Thuilleries  are  to  Paris,  only  the  mixture  of  the  company  is  much 
more  ftriking,  as  you  find  all  the  populace  and  all  the  fine  world  here.     You  ride  or 


•  Mr.  NIcolai,  greatly  to  his  lionour,  has  declared  that  they  never  fliall. 
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walk  through  without  any  nioleftntion.  In  Tome  parts  of  the  park  you  likewil'e  fe« 
rows  of  ladies  magnificently  drelfed,  fitting  together  as  In  the  Thuilleries,  and  have 
the  fame  freedom  of  flaring  them  full  in  the  face,  and  comparing  them  to  one 
another.  You  alfo  meet  with  moft  of  the  Htcrati  of  the  place  at  (tated  times.  There 
are  refreflinients  of  every  kind  provided,  nor  is  there,  as  at  Vienna,  a  police  to  pre- 
vent any  amufement  ladies  and  geiulemen  may  choofe  to  tall  into. 

I  had  no  oportunity  of  feeing  the  Royal  Opera,  which  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
bed  in  Europe,  but  is  feldom  open  except  in  winter  ;  nor  is  there  any  theatre  here  ex- 
cept a  very  indiiFerent  German  one,  which  is  not  to  be  compared  witli  thofe  of  Vienna 
and  Munich.  The  manager,  I\Ir.  Dobbeiin,  has  fome  very  lingular  opinions.  He 
places  the  llrength  of  his  company  in  the  number  of  his  aftors,  and  feetus  to  diilribute 
the  parts  amongit  them  by  lot.  I  have  often  obferved  that  he  who  plays  the  fcrvant  is 
much  better  qualified  t©  play  the  maifer,  who  again,  was  nature  attended  to,  would 
plav  the  fervant.  Among  fifty  adors  there  are  hardly  four  that  would  be  reckoned 
tolerable  at  Vienna.  The  wardrobe  is  of  a  piece  with  the  reft.  I  iaw  two  pieces  in 
which  modern  manners  were  reprefented,  played  in  Spanifli  drefles  no  longer  wore. 
Amidfl  dreffes  of  the  fifteen  centuries,  you  often  behold  a  modern  one,  efpecially 
amongft  the  women.  The  women  feldom  change  their  head  drefs,  though  the  fcene 
ihould  happen  to  be  in  India  ;  and  yet  Mr.  Dobbeiin  makes  a  great  outcry  about  his 
wardrobe,  and  the  propriety  of  the  cqftume.  This  theatre  is  lb  fmall,  that  many  of  the 
fpeclators  are  obliged  to  take  care  lelt  the  clouds  of  heaven  over  them  fliould  be  entan- 
gled in  their  hair.  I  faw  trees  which  were  hardly  big  enough  for  wali-iing  flicks.  Some 
of  this  great  king's  troops  are  carrion,  whom  hunger  has  robbed  of  all  their  flefii  ;  and 
many  are  hardly  able  to  move  their  legs  and  arms,  for  which  want  of  aftion,  the  aftreflfes 
are  accountable,  as  you  may  eafily  difcover  by  the  found  of  their  voices.  Mr.  Dob- 
belin's  wages,  which  are  from  fix  to  eight  guilders  a  week,  are  indeed  not  calculated  to 
give  his  people  a  great  deal  of  flrength.  'Ihdr  foiie  confequently  confilts  in  fainting- 
away,  in  which  art  two  or  three  of  his  women  furpafs  every  thing  that  I  have  ever  feeii 
of  the  kind.  In  this  they  are  only  excelled  by  themfelves  when  they  die.  Dying  is  the 
principal  bufmefs  of  every  German  adlor,  and  when  he  knows  how  to  give  life  to  his 
death,  like  fome  great  adors  I  have  feen,  whofe  convulhons  began  in  the  feet  and  raa 
through  the  whole  body,  he  is  fure  of  the  applaufe  of  a  German  pit.  The  tragedy  tafte 
which  obtains  throughout  Germany,  froin  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Ealtern  fea,  would 
lead  a  foreigner  to  imagine  that  the  country  was  made  up  of  ravifliers,  houfe- breakers, 
&;c.  efpecially  as  the  fame  cannibal  guflo  is  difcoverable  throughout  mofl  of  their  modern. 
romances. 

Though  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin,  including  the  garrifon,  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  thoufand  men,  yet  it  is  not  able  to  keep  up  a  good  company  of  players. 
It  is  entirely  owing  to  want  of  encouragement  that  Mr.  Dobbeiin  fuffers  half  his  com- 
pany to  ifarve,  and  plays  in  a  building,  which  in  any  other  city  would  be  looked  upon  as 
a  barn.  In  this  refped  the  city  is  unique.  You  will  imagine  that  the  officers  alone, 
who  are  confiantly  from  eight  to  nine  hundred  in  num.ber,  would  be  fufficient  to  keep 
up  a  good  theatre  ;  but  it  is  not  fo.  In  truth  this  is  one  of  the  mofl  eminent  marks  of 
the  poverty  and  parfimony  of  the  people  of  this  place. 

A  man  would  not  wonder  to  find  the  public  of  all  the  great  cities  of  the  Prufilan  mo- 
narchy difaffeded  to  plays.     The  great  induftry  which  they  are  remarkable  for  muff 
.  have  this  efl:ed  ;  but  the  capital  is  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  idlers  of  the  country,  and 
though  the  number  of  them  does  not  amount  to  that  of  any  other  capital,  it  fliould,  one 
•would  think,  be  fufHcient  not  to  let  a  couple  of  dozen  of  players  Itarve.     Thefe  parti- 
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cularities  are  to  be  folved  by  confidering  that  the  idle,  fuppofing  them  to  have  their  in- 
comes neat  and  free  from  incumbrance,  arc  flill  very  poor  people.  This  is  the  natural 
confequcnce  of  the  wile  fyftem  of  finance  eflablilhed  by  the  King.  The  indullrious  part 
of  the  public  does  not  feel  the  dearnefs  of  the  necelTaries  of  life,  which  is  the  confequence 
of  the  excife  and  monopoly,  becaufe  the  wages  of  work  are  raifed  in  proportion  to  them. 
But  thofe  who  live  on  their  rents  feel  their  whole  weight.  If  therefore  they  choofe  to 
live  coniiilently,  and  in  fome  degree  anfwerably  to  their  eftates,  the  expence  of  the  the- 
atre becomes  too  weighty  an  item  for  their  purfes.  In  a  word,  the  labouring  part  of 
the  pubhc  do  not  go  to  the  play  here,  becaufe  labour  makes  them  fparing  ;  and  the  idle 
do  not  go  becaufe  they  are  too  poor. 

1  know  no  itronger  mark  of  diltindion  betwixt  the  PruiTian  and  Auflrlan  character 
than  what  relates  to  the  theatre.  The  PrulTian  monarchy  contains  feveral  oiher  fine 
cities.  In  Konigfljerg  there  are  upwards  of  fixty  thoufimd  fouls  ;  in  Breflaw,  forty  thou- 
Hmd  ;  Stettin,  IVIagdeburg  and  I'otfdam  contain  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants  and  above; 
Francfort  on  the  Oder,  Welel,  Embden,  and  other  cities,  have  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
five  thoufand  inhabitants.  A  great  many  have  from  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  fouls.  In  all 
thefe,  two  companies  of  players  can  hardly  get  enough  to  keep  out  hunger.  On  the 
other  hand,  throughout  Aullria  you  meet  with  a  theatre  in  every  fmali  town,  I  found 
one  at  Lintz,  at  Neuftadt,  at  St.  Polnair,  and  even  at  Chreps.  The  larger  cities,  as 
Prague,  Preiburg,  Gratz,  Brun,  Sec.  have  all  (landing  theatres.  This  difference  is  not 
owing  to  the  difference  of  fortunes,  for  Vienna  excepted,  which  is  fattened  not  only  with 
the  marrow  of  the  whole  monarchy,  but  with  part  of  that  of  Germany  ;  there  is  much 
more  money  in  the  PrulTian,  than  there  is  in  the  Aullrian  dominions,  though  no  fm^-Ic 
houfe  in  the  former  has  an  income  of  fifty,  one  hundred,  or  even  two  hundred  thou- 
fand guilders.  There  is  an  appearance  of  care  amidft  the  middle  claffes  of  the  inhat>i- 
tants  of  the  Pruflian  towns,  of  which  you  can  have  no  idea  in  the  Aultrian  monarchy, 
the  Netherlands  and  Lombardy  only  excepted.  The  only  difference  confiils  in  the 
greater  induflry  of  the  PrufTuns,  and  the  frugality  which  is  infeparable  from  it.  The 
Auftrian  cities  are  full  of  idlers  and  fpendthrifts,  who  are,  on  the  contrary,  the  fcarceffc 
commodities  in  the  Prullian  dates.  Befides  this,  the  knowledge  and  manners  to  be 
found  amidfl  the  inhabitants  of  the  greater  part  of  the  PrufTian  provinces,  put  them  in- 
poifelTion  of  better  pleafures  than  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  theatre,  the  dancing  I)ooth, 
the  cellar,  &c.  In  the  fmalleft  Prullian  villages  you  meet  with  more  happinefs,  than  in 
many  large  ftates  in  Aullria ;  and  there  is  much  more  good  done  by  private  perfon^  in 
the  former,  than  in  any  of  the  latter. 

You  have  long  been  defirous  1  fhould  fay  fomething.to  you  of  the  heir  of  thePruffian 
monarchy.  The  common  accounts  of  him  are  as  contradiftory  as  they  are  ridiculous. 
There  is  a  German  journahlt  who  has  been  fliamelefs  enough  to  declare  that  the  King 
haspurpofely  neglecled  the  Prince's  education,  in  order  that  the  fliaJes  of  his  future  go- 
vernment may  make  his  own  adminiilration  more  glorious.  U  is  irapoffible  to  revile  ei- 
ther the  King  or  Prince  with  lefs  femblance  of  truth.  The  Prince  of  PrufTia  is  not  only 
particularly  well  educated,  but  the  King  feeks  every  opportunity  in  his  power  to  attach 
him  to  his  fyftem  of  government.  The  warmth  of  his  temperainL-nt  betrayed  him  into 
fome  amorous  exceffes  in  his  youth  ;  but  he  is  now  much  more  ftaid  and  fober.  Ac- 
cording to  the  teflimony  of  the  King  hiuifelf,  who  praifcs  no  man  upon  flight  grounds, 
he  is  a  great  general ;  and  all  the  people  here,  who  know  him  at  all,  aiTure  me  that  he 
is  likewife  agreat  ftatefman.  He  loves  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  what  ou-ht  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  notice  of  the  German  reviewers,  thinks  much  more  favourably  of  Ger- 
man literature  than  his  great  uncle.     He  has  been  reproached  with  being  referved,  and 
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not  knowing  any  thing  of  friendfliip.  This  was  a  confequence  of  his  former  excefleSj 
which  naturally  rendered  him  diffident  whom  he  trufted  or  admitted  to  be  witnefs  of  his 
irregularities  ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  proof  that  the  King  had  always  a  watchful  eye  over  his 
education.  All  this,  however,  is  much  changed  within  the  courie  of  a  few  years,  and 
his  charadter  has  opened  itfelf  fo  much  to  his  advantage,  as  to  render  him  worthy  of 
ranking  amongfl:  the  greateft  princes,  who,  by  a  kind  of  miracle,  of  which  hiftory  affords 
no  other  example,  have  within  a  century  raifed  the  Pruflian  kingdom  from  almofl  no- 
thing to  be  one  of  the  moil  terrible  ftates  in  Europe. 

The  only  thing  which  makes  the  Pruilian  patriots  at  all  apprehenfive  of  a  change,  is 
a  little  love  for  magnificence,  and  rather  too  unlimited  a  generofity.  It  is  true  that 
thefe  are  mod  formidable  failings  in  a  monarchy,  which,  like  the  Pruflian,  is  buik  only 
upon  fimplicity  and  frueality,  and  has  no  other  ftrength  but  that  which  arifes  from  the 
exadefl  ceconomy.  But  the  King,  who  is  better  acquainted  with  this  than  any  body 
elfe,  and  has  ever  been  a  more  careful  father,  both  of  the  Prince  and  country,  than  jour- 
naufts  think,  has  frequently  made  him  feel,  by  experience,  the  bad  confequences  of  the 
want  of  proper  frugality  ;  and  though  the  Prince  fliould  not,  during  his  uncle's  life- 
time adopt  his  fyftem  of  oeconomy,  he  will  not  fit  half  a  year  upon  the  throne  after  his 
death  without  being  convinced  that  he  muft  adopt  It.  The  PrufTian  ftate  is  a  piece  of 
clock-work,  which  (lands  ftill  as  foon  as  one  wheel  is  impaired  -,  and  the  Prince  has 
wifdom,  alacrity,  and  honour  fufficient  to  give  ear  to  the  prefling  voice  of  neceHity,  and 
not  to  let  the  country  fink  through  his  indolence. 

The  incomes  of  the  Pruffian  princes  and  princefles  are  by  no  means  fo  fcantyas  peo- 
ple are  generally  taught  to  believe.  Every  prince  has  50,000  rubles  per  annum  fettled 
on  him  as  foon  as  he  comes  of  age,  and  the  King's  brother,  as  well  as  the  hereditary 
prince,  have  befides,  incomes  arifing  from  eftates  and  places.  Prince  Henry  has  nearly 
400,000,  and  the  hereditary  prince  at  leaft  350,000  livres  annually  to  depend  upon. 
Neither  of  them  are  able  to  make  the  year  meet  on  their  incomes.  But  in  cafes  of  ne- 
ceffity  the  King  is  as  free  of  his  affiitance,  as  of  his  brotherly  and  paternal  advice.  He 
has  a  fpecial  art  in  mixing  advice  and  admonition  with  the  money  he  at  any  time  be- 
llows. At  the  fame  time  there  is  not  a  better  pay-mafter  in  the  world,  nor  is  there  an 
inilance  of  his  having  cheated  any  individual  of  a  penny  in  his  accounts  with  them. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  fubjecf  without  giving  you  fome  more  anecdotes  of  this  in  ge- 
neral fo  much  miftaken  monarch.  I  fliall  not  repeat  any  of  the  itories  which  are  pub- 
licly known  of  him,  and  do  him  as  much  honour  as  a  private  man,  as  his  exploits  do  as 
a  m.onarch.  What  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  relates  to  his  treatment  of  perfons 
w  ith  whom  he  had  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied,  which  will  fhew  you  at  once  both  how  little  of 
thedefpot  he  really  has  in  him,  and  how  v^'ell  he  underftands  the  art  of  infinuating  him- 
felf  into  the  cabinets  of  the  feveral  European  princes,  and  making  himfelfmafter  of  their 
mod  important  fecrets. 

I  am  acquainted  with  two  perfons  who  have  long  been  employed  by  the  King  in  mat- 
ters of  the  greateft  importance.  They  are  both  of  them  adventurers  of  the  firit  chfs. 
The  one  poiTeffes  fome  talents,  which  however  are  more  fliining  than  liibftantial,  as  his 
knowledge  is  too  much  confined  to  his  own  affairs,  and  he  does  not  know  the  connec- 
tion of  them  with  political  circumflances.  The  other  had  not  hands  fufficiently  clean, 
but  his  corruption  has  arifen  more  from  diffipation,  than  nature  or  culpable  habit.  Both 
having  been  deteded  in  impofing  upon  the  King,  there  came  to  them  i'ecret  advice  from 
a  third  hand,  and  they  difappeared  from  Berlin  at  different  times.  The  affair  at  that 
time  made  no  further  noife.  It  happened  that  both  had  it  afterwards  in  their  power  to 
ferve  the  King,  the  one  at  the  Eaftern  Sea,  and  the  other  at  the  Lower  Rhine.  Ail  thofe 
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vho  have  at  any  time  been  in  clofe  connexion  with  the  King,  even  when  ihcy  quarrel 
with  him,  prel'erve  an  afleclion  for  his  lervicc  in  their  breafts,  which  fhews  more  than 
any  thing  elfe,  that  the  King  is  not  the  tyrant  he  is  reprefented  to  be. 

The  i^bundant  love  for  his  fervice,  which  was  more  aconfequence  of  true  regard  nnd 
friendlhip  than  of  felf-intereft,  induced  the  fugitives  to  write  the  King  word  that  there 
were  things  on  the  fpots  where  they  were,  in  v\fhich  they  could  be  of  fervice  to  him. 
This  happened  at  different  times,  and  the  circumflances  had  nothing  to  do  with  each 
other.  l"he  King  accepted  their  offers,  rewarded  them  according  to  their  fervices,  and 
though  he  feiit  them  many  letters,  fome  of  which  I  have  feen,  let  fall  never  a  word  of 
their  former  mifdeeds.  So  far  from  it,  there  were  marks  in  fcveral  of  the  letters,  that 
he  wiilied  to  banifh  the  remembrance  of  them  from  his  memory  as  faft  as  poffible.  A 
ftill  more  extraordinary  thing  is,  that  one  of  the  men  has  been  returned  this  three  years, 
and  has  often  had  occafion  to  converfe  with  the  King,  without  having  heard  a  fyllable 
from  him  that  could  lead,  even  in  the  moff  round-about  way,  to  the  old  florv. 

Some  anecdotes  which  I  have  been  told  here,  and  do  not  recollefl:  to  have  feen  in 
print,  fiiew  that  this  treatmeut  of  the  two  adventurers  did  not  arife  from  any  rerard  10 
ic!f-intereft,  but  was  the  rtfult  of  the  opinions  which  the  King  entertains  of  human  na- 
ture.    The  prefent  minifter  • ■,  was  a  major  in  the  la(l  Silefian  war.     As  he  had 

confeffedly  great  mihtary  talents,  the  King  made  him  adjutant  to  General  Hill'er,   who 
was  as  brave  as  his  own  fword,  but  was  no  deep  thinker.     This  was  done  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ufual  cuitom  ;   for  when  a  dangerous  expedition  is  in  hand,  Frederick 
always   employs    perfons   with   iron   bodies,    who  are   ufed    to   run   without    feariu"- 
againft   any  wall   he   lends   them  ;     but   then   he  always   places   an   adjutant   behind 
them,  to  give  them  the  direftion.     The  major  did  his  duty,  and  the  King  was  well 
pleafed  with  him,  andexpreffed  himfelt  fo.     The  next  thing  you  would  imagine  would 
have  been  preferment ;    but  this  did  not  follow;  for  the  gentleman  had  too  much  fait 
in  his  compofition,  and  had  happened  to  make  fome  obfervaiions  rather  loo  warm  oa 
the  King's  operations.     Thefe  came  to  his  ears,  and  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  him, 
that  he  found  an  opportunity  of  letting  the  gentleman  know  that  his  actions  were  more 
pleafmg  than  his  criticifms.     The  major  now  thought  that  all  hopes  of  his  promotion 
were  at  an  end  for  ever,  he  therefore  retired  to  a  pro\ancial  town,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
to  philofophical  purfuits,  like  a  man  who  had  nothing  more  to  hope  from  the  court. 
After  a  certain  time  had  elapfed,  the  King  bethought  htmfeif  of  enquiring  for  him.  He 
was  told  that  he  was  iludying  politics  and  finance  for  his  amufement.   On  this  the  King 
let  him  wait  a  little  whde  longer,  and  then  promoted  him  to  a  confpicuous  poft  in  the 
province,  where  having  had  occafion  to  diftinguifh  himfelf,  he  was  finally  called  to  the 
miniftry,   nor  has  there  ever  been  the  leall  hint  given  of  what  had  paffed  betv,-een  him 
and  the  King. 

Quintus  Icilius  had  once  been  treated  very  roughly  in  confequence  of  one  of  h's  pub- 
lications, by  a  gentleman  who  was  diipleafed,  and  took  the  liberty  of  writing,  with  nn  at 
freedom  againlt  him.  A  httle  while  after,  having  occafion  to  publifli  again,  he  afked  the 
King's  permiffion  to  do  it.  "  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  thefe  matters,"  replies  the  mo- 
march,  "  you  mufl  aflc  Mr,  ,  your  reviewer's  leave."  This  nettled  Quintus  Ici- 
lius, whofe  weak  fide  was  the  pride  of  authorfliip  ;  and  he  fliewed  hisrefenlment  by  ab- 
fenting  himfelf  for  a  few  nights  from  the  King's  fuppers.  When  the  King  imagined  his 
author's  pride  was  a  little  cooled,  he  fent  him  word  that  he  had  heard  with  pleaiure  that 
he  was  well  again,  and  hoped  to  fee  him  at  the  ufual  feal'on.  Quintus  accordingly  at- 
tended, and  not  a  look  or  quedion  paffed  which  could  put  him  m  the  lead  diftrcfs.  On 
the  contrary,  the  King  converfed  with  him  with  a  familiarity  and  good-humoured  plea- 
fantry  that  would  have  done  honour  to  a  private  man,  and  could  come  only  from  one 
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who  was  a  man  of  the  world,  and  loved  mankind  as  well  as  he  underftood  them.  There 
are  many  other  trails  of  the  lame  kind,  wliich  fliew  how  different  the  King  of  PrufTiaib 
in  every  thing  from  a  Sultan. 

Whilft  the  Prufiian  adminiftration  is  thus  generally  mifunderflood  ;  whilfl;  the  very 
courts  who  endeavour  the  mod  exactly  to  imitate  the  operations  of  Frederick,  cannot 
enter  at  all  into  the  fp^rit  of  his  adniiniftration,  and  commonly  either  take  that  for  an 
end  which  is  onlv  a  means ;  or  for  want  of  thought  make  thofe  parts  of  their  govern- 
ment myflerious,  which  he  renders  the  mod  open  to  every  man's  infpedion  who  choofes 
to  look  upon  them  ;  v\'hilft,  in  fine,  moft  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  have  not  fcnfe 
enough  to  think  of  learning  his  fyllem  of  government ;   he  is  perfeflly  acquainted  with 
the  conftitution,  adniinirtraiion,  and  the  external  circumftances  of  every  power  in  Eu- 
rope, the  fmallefh  and  moft  apparently  infignificant  not  excepted.     He  knows  France 
■better  than  our  whole  minifiry  put  together.     I  have  been  affared  from  good  authority, 
that  for  manv  years  paft  four  perfons  liave  travelled  at  his  expence  throughout  our  feveral 
provinces,  in  order  to  give  him  accurate  information  of  the  population,  the  agriculture, 
"the  exports,  and  particularly  the  manufactures  of  the  country.     I  know  for  a  certainty 
that  bv  this  means  he  knows  the  Aultrian  provinces  better  than  they  are  known  at  Vi- 
enna itfelf.     The  anecdote  mentioned  in  the  Difcours  prelinibialre,  of  the  Book  entitled 
Grande  Tacliqiiect  Manosuvres  des  Guerres  fiih-ant  les  principcs  de  Sa  Majejie  PniJJienc, 
of  the  Prufiian  ambalTador  at  Paris,  Lord  Marfhall,  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  open 
the  eyes  of  our  minifler  for  foreign  affairs  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  RufTia,  is  founded 
®n  a  fatt.     Nor  is  this  the  only  opportunity  our  minifters  have  loft  by  their  prefump- 
tion  of  being  taught  by  the  King  what  mJght  have  been  advantageous  to  the  country 
they  pretended  to  govern.     It  cannot  indeed  be  denied  that  the  emiifarics  which  he  em- 
ploys to  come  at  the  fecrets  of  foreign  courts,  often  make  ufe  of  Vv-ays  and  means  by  which 
honour  comes  fhort  liome.     When,  for  inftance,  the  partition  of  Poland  was  in  agita- 
tion, the  papers  of  a  private  fecretary  of  a  certain  cabinet  were  procured  in  a  manner 
which  much  hurt  the  bonds  of  private  friendfliip  ;  not  only  fo,  but  there  was  an  auda- 
city ufed  which  far  iurpalles  all  idea.     "Without  attempting  to  apologize  for  fuch  things, 
1  can  only. fay,  that  as  they  are  artifiees  which  all  the  courts  of  Europe  allow  themfelves, 
none, is  fo  fuccefsful  in  them  as  the  King  of  Pruflia,  as  there  is  no  monarch  who  has 
inch  trufty  and  acute  fervants  as  he  has.     The  aftivity,  fidelity,  and  fecrecy  witii  which 
all  his  matters  are  managed,  are  the  caufes  why  the  Pruffian  ambaffadors  in  all  courts 
make  fuch  fliort  procelTes,  and  commonly  arrive  at  their  conclufions  when  other  minif- 
ters  firft  begin  to  reaibn,  to  conjecture,  and  to  combine.     That  cabinet  which  thinks  to 
carry  on  any  important  thing  in  which  the  King  of  PrufTia  is  concerned,  without  his 
comiino-  at  the  knowledge  of  it,  is  much  miftaken.     In  the  prefent  tranfaftions  of  the 
courts  of  Peteriburgh  and  Vienna  with  regard  to  the  Porte  the  King,  of  PrulFia  has 
fpruno-  fome  mines  which  have  opened  him  the  doors  of  the  two  cabinets.     He  told  the 
Jefuits  of  their  fall  two  years  before  it  happened  ;   but  they  believed  not  in  him,  and 
imagined  themfelves  to  be  much  greater  prophets. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  ftrength  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  confifts  partly  in  the  knowledge 
of  his  own  flrength,  and  partly  in  that  he  has  of  the  ftrength  of  his  rivals.  There  is  a 
double  advantage  \n  this,  arifmg  from  the  underftandings  of  the  latter  being  as  unfteady 
and  variable  as  tho  fe  of  the  King  and  his  minifters  are  plain  and  precife.  Want  of  un- 
derftanding  is  the  mother  of  pride,  which  leads  us  to  the  greateft  political  errors,  and 
makes  us  defpife  our  enemies,  to  our  great  lofs.  This  blindnefs  it  was  which,  as  the 
King  well  obferved,  carried  Auftria  into  Silefia,  and  Great  Britain  into  America.  He 
himfelf  is  fure  never  to  fall  into  fuch  a  fnare,  as  his  felf-love  never  blinds  him.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  obferve  the  remarkable  difference  there  is  betv/een  Auftrian  and  PruiTian 
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ftate-paperf.  In  the  formei"  the  writers  always  endeavour  by  all  means,  and  often  In  the 
niidlt  of-  vifible  marks  that  they  themfelves  know  better  things,  to  trumpet  forth  the 
power  of  Auftria,  and  leffen  that  of  Pruiiia.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary,  even  when 
they  are  at  war  with  Auftria,  fpeak  in  the  highefl  terms  of  its  greatnefs  ;  nor  is  there 
aninftance  of  aPruffian's  having  given  himftif  the  trouble  in  a  public  writing,  to  make 
the  greatnefs  of  his  country  more  than  it  is.  They  ufe  plam  fads  and  arguments,  with- 
out the  leaft  exaggeration.  A  very  ftrong  diiHndive  character  this  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. In  the  midit  of  the  Bavarian  war,  whilft  Aullrian  wricers  ufed  to  fet  forth  that  the 
King  of  Pruflia  was  obliged  to  enter  into  fome  war  to  pay  his  army,  whom  he  could 
otherwife  neither  clothe  nor  feed ;  the  Prufllan  rainillers  only  obferved  in  their  ftate- 
papers,  how  inconceivable  it  was  that  fo  high  and  mighty  a  power  as  the  Houfe  of  Auf- 
tria, a  power  fo  juftly  formidable  to  all  the  neighbours  round,  fliould  feek  to  makeitfelf 
{till  greater  by  the  depreflion  of  an  old  monarch,  from  whom  it  had  fo  little  danger  to 
apprehend.  In  a  word,  thePruffian  kingdom  is  governed  by  rule,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  the  reft  of  the  world  by  opinion. 


LETTER  LV. 

Hamburgh^ 

THE  body,  my  dearefb  brother,  feels  itfelf  as  much  worfe  in  all  the  parts  of  North 
Germany,  than  it  is  in  the  fouthern  ones,  as  the  mind  feels  i'tfelf  better.  On  this  fide 
the  Erts-mountain,  the  inns,  roads,  poft-waggons,  and  all  that  relates  to  travelling,  are 
the  very  beft  poffible  ;  on  the  other  the  inns  are  not  a  jot  better  than  the  Spanifh  ones. 
The  roads  are  like  the  Hungarian,  and  inftead  of  poft-chaifes,  they  have  a  kind  of  large 
farmer's  waggon,  without  cover  or  window,  in  which  the  paflengers  lay  along  the  ftraw 
like  fwine,  and  are  expofed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather.  On  the  other  hand, 
here  you  meet  with  the  beft  company  every  where ;  there  is  hardly  a  village  fo  fmall 
but  what  has  manufactures,  colledlons  of  the  arts,  and  libraries  ;  belides  which,  every 
parifh-prieft  in  the  country  has  more  knowledge  of  mankind,  than  many  a  courtier  in 
the  fouth  of  Germany. 

Nature  has  likewife  made  a  great  difference  with  refpefl  to  the  phyfical  appearance 
of  the  two  parts  of  Germany.  Saxony,  which  is  the  belt  northern  province  for  natural 
fruitfulnefs  of  country,  ftill  bears  no  comparifon  with  Bohemia,  Auftria,  Bavaria,  and 
Suabia,  and  the  hills  of  Brandenburg,  Pomerania,  and  Mecklenburg,  are  not  nearly  of 
the  fame  value  as  thofe  of  the  fame  fize  in  the  fouth. 

The  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg  is  as  large  as  the  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg.  The  latter 
has  five  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  its  prince  enjoys  a  revenue  of  two 
millions  of  rix  dollars  ;  the  former  hardly  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  and 
a  revenue  of  not  more  than  four  hundred  thoufand  rix  dollars,  of  which  the  Schwerin 
line  enjoys  three,  and  that  of  Strelitz  one  part.  Notwithftanding  this  much  larger  po- 
pulation, the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg  could  nourifli  all  the  inhabitants  of  Mecklenburg 
with  its  fuperfluity.  On  a  calculation,  we  fhould  find  that  the  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg 
has  five  or  fix  limes  the  natural  riches  of  that  of  Mecklenburg,  notwithftanding  the 
mor«  advantageous  fituatlon  of  the  latter  on  the  fea. 

With  regard  to  pidurefque  appearance  of  country,  there  Is  much  more  beauty  and 
•variety  In  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg  than  In  the  mark  of  Brandenburg ;  though  you 
meet  with  no  hills  properly  fo  called  in  either,  for  the  things  which  they  dignify  with 
the_name  of  hills,  throughout  this  whole  country,  are  no  other  than  mole-hills  when 
compared  to  true  hills.     There  are  however  in  Mecklenburg,  feveral  very  pretty  land« 
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fcapes,  where  foft  hills  beautified  with  great  varieties  of  woods;  meadows  covered  with 
corn,  and  little  cottages  furrounding  fmall  lakes,  make  a  very  fine  picture. 

The  Mecklenburg  farmers  are  a  very  Ifrong  and  healthy  race  of  men.  Their  curling 
white  hiilr  reniuids  the  traveller  of  the  old  Germans,  who  heretofore  contributed  to  the 
Roman  luxury  that  av.rea  cffaries  which,  on  the  head  of  a  thin  boned,  fallow-faced,  and 
coughing  young  fenator,  nmil  have  been  the  greatell  iatire  on  the  corruption  of  Rome, 
in  the  eyes  of  thinking  men.  x^lmofi;  all  the  farmers  in  Mecklenburg  are  flaves  ;  but 
their  fates  are  not  fo  hard  as  they  feem,  as  the  nobility  are  humane,  enlightened,  and 
good-natured.  They,  as  well  as  the  burgeffes  of  certain  cities,  enjoy  a  freedom  here 
which  has  long  been  loft  in  the  Upper  Germany.  The  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  and  the 
Electors  of  Saxony,  are  the  moft  limited  princes  of  the  empire  ;  nor  have  any  decrees 
of  the  imperial  court,  which  they  have  brought  forward  in  their  feveral  contentions  with 
their  ftates,  yet  been  able  to  humble  their  nobility,  whofejealoufy  of  the  power  of  their 
governors  fometimes  amounts  to  an  almoft  ridiculous  excefs. 

The  dukes  obtained  at  the  treaty  of  Tefchen,  in  return  for  having  given  up  their 
claims  on  the  marquifate  of  Leuchtenberg,  the  famous  Jus  de  ncn  appellando,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  no  law-fuits  can  be  carried  out  of  their  own  courts  to  the  tribunal  of 
the  empire.  They  thought  by  this  to  have  gained  a  prodigious  advantage  over  their 
ftates ;  but  thefe  proteded  againft  this  privilege,  as  being  inimical  to  their  liberties,  and 
the  affair  is  not  yet  determined.  Probably  the  dulves  will  maintain  themfelves  in  the 
pofleflion  of  a  privilege  poffefled  by  few  except  the  electors,  and  by  this  means  obtain 
real  dominion  in  their  countries. 

"When  I  tell  you  men  of  the  great  world,  that  there  is  very  good  company  to  be  met 
with  on  the  banks  of  the  Lokenifs,  the  Stor,  the  Rekenifs,  the  Warne,  and  feveral  other 
rivers,  which  though  you  have  never  heard  them  mentioned  in  your  lives,  are  not  only 
as  true  rivers  as  the  Somme,  the  Scheld,  the  Sambre,  but  in  many  parts  of  them  navi- 
gable rivers  too ;  you  will  think  that  my  tafle  muft  needs  have  fuffered  great  corrup- 
tion from  the  grofs  air  of  Germany.  I  can  aflure  you,  however,  that  if  by  a  flroke  of 
a  magic  wand  you  could  be  taken  out  of  your  perfumed  beds,  and  without  breathing  a 
drachm  of  German  air,  be  tranfported  into  a  circle  of  Mecklenburg  nobleffe,  you  would 
find  the  fociety  very  agreeable.  It  is  true  you  meet  there  no  academicians,  no  abbes, 
no  virtuofi,  no  journalills,  no  players,  nor  any  of  the  characters  which  contribute  fo 
much  to  enliven  your  fociety.  But  on  the  other  hand,  natural  found  underftandings 
and  good  hearts  give  the  converfation  a  ftronger  and  more  fubltantial  relifli  than  ail 
your  anecdotes  and  hijloricitcs  de  cour,  your  comedies,  brochures^  and  all  the  other  arti- 
ticial  ragouts — with  which  you  mix  fo  much  affafoetida. 

I  have  feen  no  nobleife  happier,  or  more  hofpitable  than  that  of  Mecklenburg, 
efpecially  that  in  and  about  Guflrow.  Nor  are  they  fo  unacquainted  with  the  refine- 
ments of  life,  and  the  great  world,  as  you  may  imagine.  The  tables  are  wonderfully 
well  covered,  and  you  may  vifit  many  perfons  who  are  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
life  of  courts.  Literature  is  found  among  all  ranks  who  are  above  the  populace.  The 
women  know  nothing  of  what  is  commonly  called  ton.  They  have  none  of  that  boldnefs 
and  imperioufnefs,  nor  yet  any  thing  of  the  defire  of  conquefl:  of  our  country-women  ; 
they  are  gentle,  and  attentive  to  their  children,  (till  and  bafhful ;  but  all  that  they  fay  is 
fo  naifzi^A  hearty,  that  the  wit  of  our  moft  famous  country-women  appears  loathfome 
and  flat  to  me  when  compared  to  it.  I  was  not  at  all  furprifed  to  find  the  prefent  war 
much  the  fubje£t  of  converfation  throughout  the  whole  of  my  tour.  The  nation  take  a 
natural  concern  in  it,  both  on  account  of  the  troops  they  let  out,  and  from  their  having 
been  for  feveral  centuries  very  warlike  themfelves.      No  wonder  that  under  fuch  cir- 
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cumflances  more  than  a  hundred  news  papers  Hiould  not  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  their  hun- 
ger  after  news.  But  what  I  cannot  ib  readily  explain  is,  the  amazing  partiality  of  the 
Germans  for  the  Englilh.  You  hardly  meet  with  one  German  out  of  a  hundred  v/ho  is 
on  our  (ide.  The  Mecklenburghers  efpecially  have  a  fondnefs  and  veneration  for  our 
enemies  which  approaches  to  fuperllition.  I  was  in  many  places  where  they  gave  little 
fetes  whenever  the  god  with  two  trumpets,  the  one  before  and  the  other  behind,  fpread 
reports  favourable  to  the  Enghfli.  It  is  true  indeed  that  there  is  foraething  great  in  the 
heroic  deeds  and  character  of  the  Englilh,  which  naturally  leads  the  opinion  of  mankind 
towards  them.  But  it  is  not  only  in  what  relates  to  war  that  the  Germans  are  holiile  to 
us.  They  look  upon  our  government  as  the  excels  of  defpotifm,  and  confider  us  as  a 
tricking  and  treacherous  people.  You  know  that  this  is  the  dire6f  oppofite  of  the  cha- 
rafter  we  give  ourfelves,  and  indeed  of  that  which  Is  given  us  by  fome  other  nations 
whom  we  have  made  our  friends  by  our  franknefs  and  honefly  ;  but  it  is  the  projectors 
and  adventurers,  who  being  caft  out  by  France,  have  attempted  to  make  their  fortunes 
in  Germany,  that  have  raifed  this  prejudice  againft  us;  for  which  reafon  I  could  not 
forgive  theGermans  their  judging  fo  unfavourably  of  us  from  fuch  fpecimens,  if  I  did 
not  know  that  we  are  equally  unjufl:  towards  them,  and  are  apt  to  confider  the  baron, 
who  often  makes  a  ridiculous  figure  in  Paris,  with  his  embroidered  coat,  and  embroi- 
dered veft,  as  a  model  of  the  German  nobiHty.  Upon  the  whole,  different  nations  muft 
forgive  each  other  their  prejudices,  and  it  is  eafy  to  forgive  them  when,  as  it  is  in  Ger- 
many and  France,  they  do  no  hurt  to  individuals,  however  they  may  affcfl:  national 
pride.  In  England,  Holland,  and  fome  other  countries,  they  are  often  attended  with 
fatal  confequences  to  individuals,  and  are  therefore  not  to  be  forgiven. 

The  firlt  appearance  of  the  free  imperial  city  of  Hamburg  is  very  difgufting  and  ugly. 
Mofl:  of  the  Itreets  are  narrow,  clofe,  and  black,  and  the  populace  in  them  is  fierce, 
wild,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  not  very  clean.  As  foon  however,  as  a  man  has  made  his 
way  into  the  principal  houfes,  he  begins  to  conceive  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  the 
town.  In  the  houfes  of  the  rich  merchants  you  fee  taff e,  cleanlinefs,  magnificence,  and 
at  times  even  profufion.  The  Hamburghers  are  the  firff  proteftants  I  have  feen,  who 
have  continued  good  catholics  in  the  material  points  of  eating  and  drinking.  Their 
tables  are  even  better  than  thofe  of  the  people  of  Vienna,  Gratz,  Prague,  and  Munich, 
whom  heretofore  I  have  defcribed  to  you  as  fuch  commendable  proficients  in  the  art  of 
the  Apicii  ;  nor  is  there  a  place  in  the  world  where  they  have  fo  many  refinements  on 
the  fenlual  pleafures  as  is  in  this.  Though  in  few  parts  of  Germany  gardening  is  in 
as  flourifliing  a  ftate  as  it  is  here,  yet  they  are  not  contented  with  the  wonderful  vegeta- 
bles which  their  own  country  affords,  but  import  many  fpecies  of  them  from  England, 
Holland,  and  various  parts  pi  Germany.  This  is  owing  to  fafliion,  which  has  affixed  a 
preference  to  the  vegetables  which  come  from  thefe  countries.  They  get  together  from 
Eaft,  Welf,  North,  and  South,  what  every  country  produces  peculiar  to  itfelf  and  coftly 
for  the  table.  But  it  would  far  exceed  your  belief  was  I  to  lay  before  you  an  exatt 
picture  of  the  way  of  living  here.  You  may  however  form  to  yourfelf  fome  idea  of  it, 
when  I  tell  you  that  it  is  the  cullom  In  great  houfes  to  give  a  particular  wine  with  every 
diih.  According  to  the  eftabliffied  coui'les  of  good  houfekeeping.  Burgundy,  Cham- 
paigne,  Malaga,  Port  and  Mofelle,  have  each  their  dilTerent  diih  to  which  they  belong ; 
ib  that  when  the  meat  is  ferved  up  for  which  nature,  according  to  the  opinion  ot  the 
Hamburghers,  has  dellined  each  particular  wine,  there  is  always  frelh  glafles  fet  on. 
With  young  green  beans,  which  is  a  difh  of  fome  ducats,  and  new  herrings,  a  difli  which 
coifs  a  guilder,  the  Hamburghers  commonly  drink  nothing  but  Malaga  wine;  and  Bur- 
gundy is  the  Handing  vehiculum  of  green  peafe.     Oyilers  mull  of  all  neceflity  fwim  in 
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Champaigne ;  and  the  coftly  fait  meats  admit  of  no  other  convoy  than  Port  and  Ma- 
deira. You  muft  not  think  that  this  takes  place  only  on  feflivals;  by  no  means;  it  is 
the  daily  food  of  the  rich  ;  and  their  way  of  living  is  adapted  in  every  thing  to  this. 

I  am  foon  to  make  fome  vifits  in  the  country  houfes  near  town,  which  are  out  of  all 
number.  Equipages,  furniture,  play  tables,  every  thing,  in  a  word,  is  anfwerable  to  the 
expence  of  l-he  table.  Few  affcmblies  of  Parifian  people  of  fafhion,  are  more  brilliant 
than  the  parties  who  meet  in  villas  here,  and  they  hardly  play  as  high.  Thole  who  can 
afford  to  fpend  no  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  livres  a  year,  rank  among  the 
middling  clafs,  and  though  they  are  all  obliged  to  fupport  themfelves  by  their  own  in- 
duftry,  and  that  there  is  fcarce  any  nobility  with  a  dated  revenue  to  be  met  with,  there 
are  many  families  who  fpend  from  forty  to  fifty  or  llxty  thoufand  livres  a  year  in  their 
houfekeeping. 

Notwithllanding  all  this  love  of  good  eating,  the  mind  is  not  oppreffed  and  borne 
down  by  the  body  here  as  it  is  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany.  The  Hamburghers 
of  the  higher  clafs  are  (till  more  jovial,  more  happy,  more  converfible,  and  more  witty, 
than  the  Saxons.  You  meet  here  with  many  literati  of  the  firft  clafs.  Natural  hiftory 
particularly  flourilhes  much,  and  is  held  In  high  eflimation.  It  was  a  Hamburgher  who 
gave  Linnaeus  the  fundamental  ideas  of  his  S\iftcma  Natura.  As  molt  of  the  young 
people  are  fent  abroad  to  form  trading  connexions  in  the  feveral  ports  of  London,  Pe- 
terflaurg,  Calais,  Bourdeaux,  &c.  in  all  which  the  Hamburghers  have  houfes,  a  flranger 
is  fure  to  meet  with  fome  people  who  are  acquainted  with  his  native  country.  The 
Hamburghers  upon  the  whole  are  great  travellers,  which  renders  the  fociety  of  this 
place  particularly  lively  and  animated. 

The  women  of  this  place  are  handfome,  genteel,  and  freer  in  their  manners  than  they 
generally  are  in  proteliant  countries;  particularly  there  obtains  a  vivacity  which  a  man 
is  not  ufed  to  look  for  in  the  north,  and  is  a  (trong  contraft  to  the  aldermannicguftoof 
Holland.     Doubtlefs  the  good  eating  occafions  this. 

One  of  the  great  pleafures  of  this  city  arifes  from  the  Alfterflufs.  It  comes  fi-om  the 
north,  almoft  through  the  middle  of  the  city,  and  forms  a  lake  ia  it,  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred paces  in  circumference.  In  a  fummer  evening  this  lake  is  almoft  covered  over 
with  gondolas,  which  have  not  fuch  a  melancholy  afpeft  as  the  Venetian  ones.  Thefe 
are  filled  with  family  or  other  parties,  and  have  often  boats  in  attendance  upon  them 
with  mufic.  The  whole  has  an  aftonifhing  good  effeft,  which  is  ilill  greater  from  there 
being  a  much-frequented  public  walk  by  the  lake ;  the  livelinefs  of  which  correfponds 
very  pleafmgly  with  that  of  the  people  on  the  water. 

Near  the  city  there  are  fome  villages  on  the  Elbe  called  the  Four  Lands,  which  are 
alfo  in  fummer  a  notable  rendezvous  of  pleafure.  The  farmers  who  live  in  thefe  villages 
are  in  very  good  circumftances,  and  take  a  prodigious  fum  of  money  from  the  town, 
for  their  excellent  vegetables,  particularly  for  their  green  peafc.  Every  day  during  the 
fummer  you  meet  here  with  parties  from  the  city,  who  are  as  confpicuous  for  their  gen- 
teel appearance,  as  for  their  excefs  in  eating  and  drinking.  The  farmers'  daughters  are 
very  pretty,  and  their  drel's  the  handfomell  I  have  yet  feen  amongft  this  clafs  of  beings. 
They  allure  the  young  men  of  the  city  to  their  cots;  and  many  quarter  themfelves  here 
under  the  pretence  ot  a  milk  diet,  but  in  faft  to  be  near  their  iweethearts. 

Thefe  above  mentioned  four  villages  fupply  the  town  with  vegetables,  butter,  milk, 
hay,  and  many  other  things  of  the  kind — alfo  with  moft  of  the  women  of  pleafure,  and 
moft  of  ih^'  fpinners. 

The  city  of  Altona,  which  lies  at  no  greeat  diftance  from  this  town,  alfo  affords  this 
p«ople  many  opportunities  of  amufing  themfelves.     The  King  of  Denmark,  who  fronj 
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a  jealoufy  of  Hamburg,  endeavours  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  make  this  place 
flourifliing,  appears  to  have  it  in  his  head  to  hurt  the  brothels  and  inns  of  the  city,  as 
well  as  the  trade.  Through  his  care  Altona  has,  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  time,  from  a  fmall 
village,  become  a  town  of  thirty-five  thoufand  inhabitants,  amongft  whom,  however,  to 
fpeak  freely,  there  are  far  too  many  rafcals. 

The  country  round  about  Hamburg,  though  a  flat,  is  extremely  pleafant  ;  the  vari- 
ous and  flourifliing  agriculture  gives  it  a  very  gay  appearance;  the  water,  however,, 
contributes  much  to  the  beauty.  The  river  conduces  extremely  to  the  advantage  of 
this  city,  which  by  taking  the  laft  toll,  has  almoft  an  illimited  command  over  it.  It  Is  a 
mile  and  three  quarters  broad  at  Hamburg,  and  forms  feveral  iflands,  on  which  they 
make  parties  of  pleafure.  The  afpedl  of  this  mighty  river,  always  well  filled  with 
Ihips,  and  in  feveral  parts  containing  very  rich  iilands,  has  a  great  deal  of  majefty  in 
it.  'Tis  a  pity  that  you  enjoy  this  magnificent  profpeQ;  only  trom  a  few  houfes  in  the 
city. 

Notwithftanding  the  quantity  of  water,  and  low  fituation,  the  air  of  the  place  is  ex- 
tremely good;  this  is  owing  to  the  clcanfing  it  receives  from  the  flrong  winds  which; 
blow  upon  it  from  all  quarters.  The  north  wind  is  very  dangerous  to  the  city,  it 
impedes  the  courfe  of  the  dream,  and  occafions  many  inundations  which  frequently 
fill  the  lower  parts  of  the  houfes  with  water,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  to  the 
country  around. 

LETTER  LVI. 

Hamburg, 
HAMBURG  is  without  comparifon  the  moft  flonrifiiing  commercial  city  in  all  Ger- 
many, Except  London  and  Anifterdam,  there  is  hardly  a  port  in  which  you  fee  con- 
ftantly  fo  many  (hips  as  you  do  here.  The  prefent  bufinefs  confifts  in  great  part  of 
commiffion  and  carrying  ;  but  the  proper  and  folid  trade  of  the  inhabitants  is  likewife 
very  confiderable.  Their  principal  trade  is  driven  with  Spain  and  France ;  and  they 
gain  confiderab'y  by  the  exchange  with  the  former.  Hamburg  has  hitherto  fupplied 
Spain  with  moft  of  its  linens ;  it  alfo  fupplies  it  with  large  quantities  of  iron,  copper, 
and  other  articles  which  the  north  produces.  The  Pruffians,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Ruf- 
fians give  themfelves  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  be  the  carriers  of  their  own  commodities 
to  Spain  ;  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  turn  trade  out  of  an  old  channel,  and  many  of 
the  merchants  of  the  north  find  the  carrying  trade  of  Hamburg  too  convenient,  and  in 
part,  alfo  too  profitable  to  them,  for  the  prefent  proprietors  to  be  in  any  great  danger  of 
lofing  this  channel  of  trade.  The  fums  advanced  itay  too  long  at  Gales,  and  when  a 
country  cannot  pay  itfelf  in  the  commodities  of  that  it  trades  with,  the  trade  with  Spain 
is  very  troublefome.  At  prefent  Hamburg  is  always  in  debt  to  Spain,  for  except  in 
time  of  war,  (when  materials  for  fhip  building,  ammunition,  &:c.  make  fome  difference) 
it  carries  more  things  out  of  the  country  tiian  it  furnifiies.  Another  reafon  why  that 
part  of  the  northern  exports  will  always  go  through  the  hands  of  the  Hamburghers  is, 
that  they  can  pay  for  them  quickly  and  regularly ;  whereas  the  waiting  for  the  fhips 
from  the  Havannah,  without  the  return  of  which  the  Spanifh  trade  cannot  go  on,  often 
puts  the  northern  merchant  to  inconveniencies. 

Sugar  cane  is  the  great  article  which  goes  from  Spain  to  Hamburgj  by  which  the 
latter  gains  great  fums.  No  nation  has  hitherto  been  able  to  vie  with  the  Hamburghers 
in  boiling  and  refining  fugars.  The  trade  for  ihefe  articles  extends  through  all  Ger- 
many, Poland,  and  a  great  part  of  the  north.     Other  important  articles  which  Ham^ 
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burg  takes  from  Spain,  and  with  which  it  drives  a  very  confiderable  trade  in  the  north, 
are  wine,  fait,  fruit  and  the  like.  Befides  all  thefe,  manufaftures  of  handkerchiefs,  rat- 
teens, and  ribbons,  apothecaries'  drugs,  and  the  fiflicry,  form  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  trade  of  the  comury.  There  is  no  place  in  the  woild  which  contains  tiner  and  more 
cunning  fpeculators  than  this  does;  no  circumftance  or  moment  favourable  to  a  fmgle 
article  efcape  them.     The  prefcnt  war  has  brought  them  in  aftonifhing  funis. 

Ihe  enlightened  and  patriotic  governors  of  this  place  omit  nothing  which  can  con- 
tribute to  the  extenfion  of  trade.  Some  years  ago  the  profped  of  advantage  to  their 
fellow  citizens  made  them  attempt  to  open  a  trade  for  them  on  the  coafl:  of  Barbary  ; 
the  Dutch  were  immediately  jealous  of  this,  and  made  the  King  of  Spain  believe  that 
the  Hamburghers  furniihed  the  Saracens  with  implements  of  war  :  the  King,  in  confe- 
quence,  made  feveral  orders,  which  have  Itopped  the  channel  to  the  prefent  merchants, 
whom  however  he  cannot  prevent  from  a  much  more  profitable  commerce  with  his  own 
fubjeds. 

This  ftate  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  mighty  rivals,  of  whom,  however,  the  induftry, 
cunning,  and  liberty  of  the  inhabitants  ever  get  the  better.  The  Daniih  government 
omits  nothing  that  can  hurt  the  country  ;  nay  it  often  feeks  to  hurt  it  without  any  prof- 
ped of  advantage  to  itfelf.  One  of  the  favourite  projeds  of  the  Danifh  miniilers  is  to 
unite  the  Eail  Sea  to  the  German  Ocean,  by  a  canal  joined  to  the  Eyder,  This  would 
give  a  death  flroke  to  the  commerce  of  Lubeck  and  Hamburg  ;  but  the  government 
and  the  intelligent  part  of  the  country  are  as  eafy  about  this,  as  they  would  be  if  his 
Danifli  Majefly  was  to  order  a  canal  to  be  dug  in  Greenland.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had,  by  his  terrible  taxes,  cut  off  the  communication  of  this  country 
with  Saxony  by  the  Elbe,  which  was  a  fevere  ftroke  to  both  countries.  What  did  the 
uife  government  here  do  ?  It  entered  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Hanover  and 
Brunfwick,  and  laid  the  plan  of  a  road  between  Saxony  and  this  place.  This  foon  con- 
vinced the  King  of  Pruffia  that  his  toll  on  the  Elbe  would  be  ruined  fooner  than  the 
trade  between  Hamburg  and  Saxony,  and  forced  him  to  lower  it  accordingly.  Still 
however  it  is  too  high  for  the  Saxons  and  Hamburghers,  but  muft  continue  for  feme 
time  within  tolerable  bounds. 

Notvvirhflanding  all  the  impediments  call  in  the  way  of  it,  the  trade  of  this  country 
has  been  continually  gaining  ground  during  this  century.  No  doubt,  the  immediate 
caufes  have  been  the  improvements  in  agriculture,  the  incrf^afe  of  population,  and  the 
greater  approaches  towards  luxury,  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  north.  Liberty 
alone  would  however  in  time  have  been  fufficient  to  have  removed  many  of  the  hind- 
rances which  hoilile  neighbours  fought  to  put  in  the  way  of  the  trade.  Whilfl:  the 
neighbofuring  powers  were  increafing  their  excife  and  cuilom-houfe  duties,  and  by  fo 
doing  flopping  up  fo  many  channels  of  commerce  to  their  fubjeds,  here  they  were 
opening  every  door  both  of  exports  and  imports  ;  and  inftead  of  fceking  to  raife,  were 
inventing  every  poffiblc  method  to  diminifii  the  taxes.  This  illimited  freedom  of  trade 
is  of  a  piece  with  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  and  of  the  city,  and  was  the  only  means 
which  the  wife  governors  of  it  could  hit  upon  to  raife  the  ftate.  But  if  the  ftate  had 
not  been  a  finglc  independant  city,  as  the  luxury  which  fupports  a  free  trade  could  not 
have  been  kept  up  but  at  the  expence  of  the  country,  the  illimited  freedom  would  have 
been  very  difadvantageous  to  the  country  btlonging  to  it.  The  politicians  of  this  place 
are  in  the  right  when  they  maintain  that  illimited  liberty  of  trade  is  the  foundation  of 
the  well-being  of  their  country  ;  but  they  are  in  the  v.'rong  for  blaming,  as  they  all  do, 
the  PrufTum  fyftem  of  excife,  as  a  mad  fyfi;em,  equally  deftrudive  to  the  country  and 
people.     There  is  a  great  difference  between  a  fii.gle  independant  citv  and  a  groat  tlate. 
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That  commerce  which  enriches  the  Hamburghers,  makes  feveral  of  the  HolQcincrs 
and  Mecklenburghers  poor,  by  taking  i'o  mudi  money  from  them  for  coffee,  fug;ir, 
wine,  &c.  and  it  would  foon  ruin  ihe  King  of  PrLiffia's  belt  provinces,  juil  as  the  flou- 
riihing  trade  of  Dantzick  has  too  much  contributed  to  the  inipoverilhing  of  the  wide 
extended  kingdom  of  Poland.  If  Hamburg  had  a  Lirge  extent  of  country,  it  would 
foon  find  the  bad  confequences  of  anilHmited  freedom  of  trade,  efpecially,  if  hke  the 
leaders  of  other  republics,  its  governors  would  not  prefer  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
to  thofe  of  the  city.  In  the  mean  time,  tlie  baft;  clamour  of  foreign  and  domeRic  nier- 
chants,  by  neither  of  whom  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  fuffer  his  fubjefts  to  be  plundered, 
has  made  him  be  reputed  a  tyrant  by  Mr.  Wraxall,  and  writers  of  iiis  itatiip. 

The  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  in  a  conftant  flate  of  flu^uation. 
The  expenfivenefs  of  living  is  the  reafon  that  there  are  very  few  rich  houfes;  you  can 
hardly  find  any  that  has  been  fifty  years  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  fplendour.  The  immenfe 
profits  of  this  grand  commercial  country  are  fo  well  divided,  that  you  cannot  meet  with 
above  five  perfons  who  pofiefs  a  million ;  but  the  number  of  houfes  which  have  from  three 
to  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders  is  extremely  great.  But  then  as  foon  as  a  merchant 
makes  one  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  he  mull  have  his  coach  and  country  houfe.  His 
expences  keep  pace  with  his  income,  fo  that  the  lead  blow  brings  him  back  to  poverty; 
from  which,  however,  the  flighteft  labour  will  extricate  him  again.  Hamburg  is  truly 
fmgular  as  a  commercial  city,  in  this  refpeft,  for  you  meet  in  it  with  perfons  who  have 
been  bankrupts  three  or  four  times,  and  yet  have  returned  to  riches.  The  man  who  has 
an  income  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  thoufand  florins,  and  makes  more  fliew  with 
it,  both  in  his  trade  and  houfe-keeping,  than  many  Amfterdamers  vi'ho  have  many  mil- 
lions, lofes  in  a  moment  his  country  houfe,  his  houfe  in  town,  his  palace,  his  warehoufe, 
his  coach  and  gardens,  and  begins  again  as  a  broker;  but  hardly  are  his  old  eflate  and 
country  houfe  fold  oit",  than  he  has  another  eitate,  buys  another  country  houfe,  is  able 
to  drive  through  the  town  with  two  prancing  Hollteiners  before  him,  and  has  his  gar- 
den, his  coach,  his  gambling  box, — till,  heigh  prello  !  he  is  a  broker  again.  The  inex- 
plicable facility  of  making  ufe  of  one's  money,  renders  the  Hamburgher  here  too  bold; 
fo  that  he  does  more  bufinefs  with  fifty  thoufand  florins,  than  a  Dutchman  will  do  with 
two  hundred  thoufiuid  ;  but  then  he  is  more  expofed  to  reverie  of  fortune  than  the 
Dutchman  is.  However  the  fecurity  he  is  under  of  not  being  obliged  to  beg  in  his  old 
age,  renders  him  quite  carelefs.  There  are,  indeed,  no  where  fo  good  retreats  for  bank- 
rupts as  there  are  here.  If  broktn  merchants  do  not  choofe  to  turn  brokers  and  try 
their  luck  afrefli,  they  have  employments  given  them  on  which  they  may  live  very  com- 
fortably. Befides  thefe,  there  are  funds  ior  the  fupport  oi poor  burghers.,  words  which 
mean  here  bankrupts.  There  is  no  place  indeed  where  the  eltabiifhments  for  the  poor 
are  on  fo  fplendid  a  footing  as  they  are  here.  Look  where  you  will  you  fee  that  bank- 
rupts have  had  a  (hare  in  the  legiflation,  and  that  they  have  fought  to  make  themfelves 
and  their  pofterity  fecure  againll  all  events. 

The  great  and  frequent  revolutions  in  the  commercial  houfes  of  this  place,  give  the 
merchant  an  alacrity  which  he  has  no  where  elfe  in  the  world.  The  genius  of  trade 
does  no  where  fo  many  wonders  as  it  docs  here.  The  Hamburghers  far  outdo  the 
Dutch  in  happy  calculations,  fpeculation,  and  fortunate  hits  ;  and  you  meet  with  more 
true  theory  of  trade  amonglt  the  brokers  of  this  place,  than  there  is  to  be  found  in  many 
thick  books  written  exprelsly  on  the  lubjed.  Only  you  muit  not  expeil;  to  fee  the  fub- 
jeft  treated  with  a  view  to  finance,  as  they  have  no  relifh  for  cuftoms,  excife,  and  all 
the  modern  Jewifh  inventions  to  fpunge  the  fubltance  of  the  people. 
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The  quicknefs  and  vivacity  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  here,  employs  a  larger 
capital  than  is  put  into  it  by  the  Dutch,  who  are  more  expert  at  faving  money  than  at 
.getting  it.  The  Hamburgher  works  himfelf  up  again  with  the  fame  eaie  with  which  he 
falls ;  whereas  the  Dutchman  could  not  make  his  fortune  without  exceffive  parfimony, 
and,  commonly  fpeaking,  is  indebted  only  to  his  induftry  and  faving  for  v.-hat  he  gets. 
•Rich  inheritances  are  very  fcarce  here,  in  comparifon  to  the  fum  of  money  there  is  in 
the  place,  as  this  is  divided  amongll:  too  many,  and  the  ebbs  and  fiows  are  too  frequent. 
The  great  capital  of  every  inhabitant  is  his  induftry  and  underftanding. 

The  illimited  credit  of  the  bank  of  this  place,  is  a  certain  fign  both  of  the  riches  of 
the  (late,  and  of  the  right  notions  which  prevail  here  with  refpeft  to  every  thing  which 
has  a  relation  to  trade.  The  foundations  on  which  this  bank  refts,  are  the  fimplell  that 
can  be  imagined.  There  is  neither  paper  nor  any  kind  of  coined  money,  but  only  a 
iarge  quantity  of  filver,  which  is  meafured  out  by  the  pound.  It  is,  however,  the  mofl 
refpeded,  and  I  rauft  think  the  mod  fecure  of  all  the  eftablilliments  of  the  kind  in  the 
world. 

The  government  of  Hamburg  is  wonderful.  I  am  acquainted  with  no  commonwealth 
that  has  fo  nicely  hit  off  the  jurt  mean  betwixt  ariltocracy  and  democracy,  and  fecured 
itfelf  lb  well  againrt;  the  inconveniences  of  both,  as  this  has  done.  The  legiflative  power 
is  in  the  bands  of  the  affembled  burgefles-  Thefe  are  chofen  from  the  five  parifhes  of 
the  city.  The  firfl:  college,  or  firfl  deputation  ,of  them,  confids  of  the  aldermen,  three 
of  whom  are  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  parifli.  Every  parifh  alto  lends  nine  per- 
fons  to  thefecond,  which,  with  the  former  one,  make  a  college  of  fixty.  Finally,  each 
parifli  contributes  twenty-four  to  the  third,  making,  when  joined  to  the  two  former,  a 
number  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  ordinary  bufmefs  is  regularly  brought  by  the 
council  before  this  aflembly ;  but  when  there  is  a  new  law  to  be  made,  or  a  new  tax  to 
be  railed,  after  having  palfed  this  court,  it  mufl  farther  be  laid  before  a  general  aflembly 
of  the  burgherr.  The  one  hundred  and  eighty,  together  with  fix  aifeflbrs  added  to 
them  from  each  parilh,  mufl:  appear  before  this  alTembly,  in  which  every  man  who  pof- 
fefles  a  houfe  of  his  own,  or  an  eftate  that  is  out  of  debt,  or  a  certain  fum  in  fpecie 
above  the  value  for  which  the  houfe  or  eftate  is  mortgaged,  may  appear  and  give  his 
vote. 

The  miferable  corporation  fyflem,  which,  in  other  republics  approaching  towards  de- 
mocracy, often  leads  to  ridiculous,  and  often  to  very  ferious  and  fatal  excefles,  has  no 
influence  here  upon  the  flate.  No  manufadlurer  can  tyrannize  over  the  people,  as  is 
the  cafe  in  many  other  republican  governments ;  nor  does  the  happinefs  of  the  whole 
depend  upon  the  will  or  caprice  of  a  company  of  fliinners  or  barber  furgeons.  Due 
provifion  has  alfo  been  made  that  the  will  of  the  mob,  which  often  overturns  the  wifeft 
ordinances,  and  the  moft  ufeful  projects,  in  countries  approaching  fo  nearly  to  the  de- 
mocratic form  as  Hamburg  does,  fliould  not  eafily  do  mifchief  here.  Before  a  law  comes 
before  a  general  alfembly  of  the  people,  it  has  been  tried  and  approved  by  the  wifer  part 
of  them,  which  renders  it  not  difficult  to  gain  over  the  reft  to  the  good  fide,  as  of  courfe 
they  will  have  confidence  in  legiflators  originally  nominated  by  themfelves.  This  legif- 
lative aflTembly  is  likewife  fo  numerous  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for  a  part  to  get  the 
maftery  over  the  whole,  by  the  ufual  democratic  artifices. 

As  thefe  colleges  are  eftabliftied  for  a  long  time,  and  are  not  eafily  changed,  the 
members  of  them  are  well  enough  acquainted  with  the  true  circumftances  of  the  com- 
mon wealth,  to  be  able  to  lay  before  both  their  refpeftive  communities,  and  the  burgh- 
ers in  general  afl'embly,  an  accurate  and  juft  account  of  the  fenfe  of  every  law,  proclama- 
tion, or  tax.     The  divifion  of  the  burgher  focieties,  according  to  pariflies,  has  likewife 
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this  farther  advantage  attending  it,  that  family  connexions  do  not  eafily  acquire  a  prcju- 
t3icial  influence  as  they  do  in  republics  divided  into  corporations  or  private  focieties.  If 
you  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  this  conflitution  with  that  of  other  commonwealths, 
many  other  advantages  will  immediately  ftrike  you. 

The  council,  in  whofe  hands  the  executive  power  is  lodged,  confifts  of  thirty-fix  per- 
fons,  to  wit,  four  burgomafters,  four  fyndics,  twenty-four  counfcllors,  and  four  fecreta- 
ries.  Only  the  burgomafters  and  counfellors  have  votes.  It  eleds  its  own  members  by 
lot.  The  power  being  directed  only  towards  the  proper  execution  of  the  laws  in  being, 
is  illimited,  the  natural  confequence  of  which  is,  that  both  the  courts  of  juftice  and  the 
police  have  a  ftrength  here  which  they  have  in  few  republics  that  are  fo  democratic. 
Nor  is  government  taken  in  hand  here  as  in  other  countries,  by  perfons  wlio  have  no 
proper  vocation  to  it.  Three  of  the  burgomafters,  the  counfellors,  and  all  the  fyndics 
and  fecretaries,  muft  be  graduated  literati,  who  have  given  proofs  of  their  learning.  One 
burgomafter  and  ten  counfellors  muft,  confiftently  with  the  nature  of  the  common- 
wealth, be  merchants.  The  pay  of  the  counfellors  is  fufficient  to  reftrain  the  fpirit  of 
innovation.  Honour,  virtue  and  ability,  are  the  moft  likely  foundations  to  fucceed  in 
being  elefted.  When  a  counfellor  abufes  his  power,  he  is  obliged  to  leave  the  city. 
The  number  of  counfellors  is  too  fmall  for  the  power  of  private  families  to  be  able  to 
put  a  reftraint  on  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  and  police.  In  a  word,  the  legiflative 
power  is  as  gentle  and  popular  as  it  can  be ;  and  the  executive  is,  as  it  miijl  be,  vionar- 
chically  ftrong.  Hamburgh  is  in  truth  the  model  of  a  well-regulated  commonwealth. 
A  misapplication  or  wafte  of  the  public  treafure  happens  very  feldom,  and  is  almoft  im- 
pofTible,  as  the  perfons  who  are  charged  with  the  adminiftration  of  it,  are  no  members  of 
the  council,  but  on  the  contrary  are  watched  over  with  the  greateft  attention  by  them 
and  the  general  affembly,  and  are  obliged  to  the  greateft  punftuality.  They  ccnfift  of 
ten  perfons  felecled  from  the  general  affembly,  and  are  chofen  out  of  each  parifh,  one  by 
vote  and  the  other  by  lot.  Every  fix  years  each  of  the  three  deputies  lays  his  office 
down,  and  his  parifti  fends  another  in  his  ftead.  The  reafon  of  the  change  is  not  as  in 
other  republics,  that  all  may  have  a  fliare  of  the  cake,  but  to  free  the  deputies  ft-om  a 
troublefome  and  laborious  office. 

The  income  of  the  ftate  is  very  large.  It  is  made  up  partly  from  ftanding  fources  of 
income,  and  partly  from  occafional  taxes  granted  by  the  community.  Some  taxes  are 
voluntary,  and  the  burghers  have  the  right  to  put  what  they  think  their  quota  into  the 
purfe  which  is  ftiut,  and  the  deputies  dare  not  open  in  their  prefence.  Upon  the  whole 
the  taxes  are  confiderable.  In  order  not  to  let  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  on  which  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  country  depends,  be  choked  up  with  fand,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
feveral  harbours  in  it,  they  have  been  obliged  to  raife  fome  taxes,  which  in  appearance 
are  beyond  their  means.  The  aggregate  of  them  together  makes  about  3,000,000 
of  marks,  or  4,000,000  of  livres,  and  is  hardly  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  required  of 
them. 

The  quick  and  conftant  revolutions  in  the  fortunes  of  every  citizen  fecure  this  com- 
monwealth ftill  more  than  its  conftitution  from  the  mifchiefs  of  oligarchy  and  family  plots. 
They  know  nothing  here  of  domineering  or  dangerous  houfes,  from  which  none  of  the 
republics  of  the  prefent  day  are  free.  One  fign  of  the  good  government  and  wonderful 
adminiftration  of  this  commonwealth  is,  that  it  is  almoft  the  only  imperial  city  that  car- 
ries none  of  the  fuits  between  its  own  members  before  the  ti-ibunal  of  the  empire.  At 
Vienna  they  mentioned  to  me  feveral  free  imperial  towns  who  had  rendered  thcmfelves 
dependant  on  the  Emperor,  by  carrying  their  private  grievances  before  the  Emperor's 
court.     In  the  beginning  of  this  century  Hamburgh  itfelf  was  expofcd  to  fome  danger  of 
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this  kind,  but  in  1708  it  was  fuppreffed  by  the  benevolent  offices  of  the  Impenal  court, 
and  the  zeal  of  feveral  patriots  of  the  place,  and  fince  that  time  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country  has  met  with  no  interruption.  The  bands  of  fociety  are  too  fail  bound  for 
there  to  be  any  caufe  of  uneafinefs  about  future  events. 

The  only  real  caufe  of  apprehenfion  which  this  city  has  experienced  of  late  years,  has 
arifen  from  a  mifunderftood  religious  zeal;  but  in  our  time  religious  zeal,  if  it  light 
jmy  fire,  can  only  light  up  a  fire  of  ftraw,  which  is  very  eafily  put  out  again.  In  the  in- 
ftance  before  us,  the  imperial  minifters,  (whom  the  burgefles  have  more  than  one  caufe 
to  refped)  and  the  wifdom  of  the  council  united,  took  joint  care  that  the  fparks  fliould 
be  fmothered  before  they  could  break  out  into  a  flame.  The  cafe  was  this  :  Hamburg 
\  'as  bleffed  with  an  orthodox  prieft,  who  let  it  want  for  nothing  that  could  ftir  up  a 
flame.  This,  by  conftant  blowing,  he  had  at  length  fo  well  fed,  that  the  people  were  for 
proceeding  to  adion  to  prevent  the  catholics  from  fcrving  God  in  the  chapel  belonging 
to  the  Imperial  minifter ;  but  the  police  took  care  to  prevent  the  mifchief,  which  has 
never  fince  broke  out  to  any  extent.  There  is  indeed  at  the  head  of  the  prefent  clergy, 
a  man  who  v/ould  do  our  prefent  philofophical  age  very  little  credit,  were  it  not  that 
every  body  knows  the  government  only  fufi'ers  him  becaufe  they  are  fecure  that  his  in- 
quifitorial  fpirit  only  hurts  himfelf,  and  cannot  have  the  lead  bad  effeO:  upon  others. 
This  gentleman,  who  is  called  Gofs,  fome  time  fince  gave  fire  in  his  pulpit  againft  the 
pope  and  all  his  adherents  ;  but  this  produced  no  other  effect  than  his  being  compelled 
to  make  an  apology  to  the  imperial  minifter.  The  cafe  it  feems  was  this  :  When  this 
gentleman  firft  afcended  his  paper  tribunal,  the  cuftom  ftill  prevailed  at  Hamburg  of 
curfing  the  pope  and  all  his  adherents  publicly  in  the  prayer  before  fermon.  The  go- 
vernment wifely  perceiving  that  this  gave  great  fcandal  in  fuch  times  as  thefe,  ordefed 
the  court  prieft  to  omit  this  ceremony  in  future.  The  love,  however,  of  curfing,  had 
taken  fuch  firm  poiTeffion  of  the  man,  that  he  not  only  gave  in  a  formal  proteftation 
againft  this  inroad  of  the  fpiritual  upon  the  temporal  power ;  but  the  next  funday, 
•without  waiting  to  fee  what  anfwer  his  fuperiors  would  make,  fired  a  double  volley. 
Upon  this,  the  council  took  the  beft  way  of  teaching  the  ill-mannered  brute  a  better  be- 
haviour, by  punliliing  him  with  the  lofs  of  his  fat  benefice.  Mynheer  high  paftor  had 
foon  philofophy  enough  to  fee  that  it  was  better  for  him  not  to  cui-fe  than  to  ftarve,  and 
fo  the  pope  and  his  ftate  had  juftice  done  them  in  the  ftate  and  high  church  of  Ham- 
burgh. But  though  this  man  has  been  many  times  publicly  and  univerfally  hifled  fince 
this  event,  which  took  place  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  and  though  he  has  been  the  jeft 
of  all  the  proteftant  part  of  Germany,  and  even  of  his  own  brethren  at  Hamburg,  yet  is 
not  his  holy  head  in  the  leaft  cooled.  He  raves  as  publicly  againft  the  race  of  monks, 
as  he  does  againft  the  pope.  He  is  the  declared  enemy  of  all  public  anmfements.  The 
theatres  are  a  particular  eye-fore  to  him.  This,  as  the  better  part  of  the  public  do  no- 
thing but  amufe  therafelves  with  him,  gave  rife  to  a  very  humourous  adventure.  An 
Englifliman  who  happened  to  be  at  the  play,  was  fo  pleafed  with  a  piece  which  he  faw 
exhibited,  that  he  aiked  the  gentleman,  who  fat  next  to  him,  the  name  of  the  author. 
The  gentleman,  whofe  name  is  Dreyer,  happening  to  be  a  wit,  affured  the  Englifhman 
that  this  very  excellent  and  interefting  drama  was  written  by  Mr.  Gofs,  firft  preacher  in 
Hamburg.  The  Englifliman,  full  of  impatience  to  be  acquainted  with  fuch  an  extraor- 
dinary good  poet,  went  the  next  day  to  make  his  bow  to  the  reverend  author,  who,  con- 
trary to  hisexpedation,  received  the  compliment  upon  the  fruit  of  his  brain  fo  ill,  that 
he  fairly  Ihewed  him  the  outfide  of  his  door.  Dreyer,  who  had  fent  the  Briton  on  the 
errand,  foon  after  met  him  in  the  ftreet,  where  the  Englifliman,  without  entering  into 
the  leaft  explanation,  gave  him  fuch  a  box  on  the  ear,  as  very  nearly  brought  him  to  the 
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ground.     Notwithflanding  which,  Mr.  Dreyer  has  fmce  that  time  played  the  anti-theatri- 
cal priefl;  feveral  other  tricks. 

I  have  talked  to  you  thus  long  of  this  priefl:,  in  order  to  convince  you  that  the  pro- 
teftant  clergy  are  not  as  tolerant  throughout  Germany  as  they  are  in  Pruffia  and  Sax- 
ony. Notwithflanding  this,  the  religion  of  the  more  fafliionable  people  who  inhabit  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Elbe,  is  by  no  means  fo  auftere  as  that  of  thofe  who  dwell  higher  up. 
The  miftaken  zeal  againfl:  public  amufementsis  attended  with  this  bad  confequence  here, 
that  every  other  kind  of  pernicious  excels  reigns  uncontrolled.  Thuswhilit  no  theatre 
can  fupport  itfelf  in  a  city  which  has  ninety  thcufand  inhabitants,  many  thoufand  guil- 
ders are  every  day  loft  at  play  during  the  hours  in  which  it  is  ufual  in  other  places  to  go 
to  the  play. 

LETTER   LVII. 

Hambi/rg. 

SINCE  my  lafl  letter,  my  dearefl;  brother,  I  have  made  an  ^-rcurfton  into  the  territo- 
ries of  Denmark.  As  foon  as  I  came  into  Holftein,  which  is  dill  a  part  of  Germany, 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  difference  of  living  and  manners,  as  well  as  the  diverfity  of  agri- 
culture; but  when  I  had  got  fome  ports  beyond  the  Eyder,  which  is  the  natural  boun- 
dary  between  Germany  and  Denmark,  I  found  a  difference  betwixt  Germany  and  this 
country,  which  was  as  ftriking  as  any  betwixt  Bavaria  and  Saxony.  When  people  praife 
proteftants  for  their  good  fenfe,  and  freedom  from  prejudices  deftruclive  of  happinefs, 
they  ought  to  make  fome  limitations ;  as  fhould  proteftants  alfo  when  they  pafs  indif- 
criminate  cenfures  on  the  catholics,  for  their  ftupidity,  lazinefs  and  debauchery. 

The  Danes  are  at  leaft  a  century  behind  moft  of  the  proteftant  ftates  of  Germany,  and 
in  no  refpeds  better  than  the  Bavarians  or  Portuguefe.     They  are  the  moft  melancholy, 
moft  untradtable,  and  moft  clownifli  people  I  have  hitherto  feen.     Their  debauchery, 
bigotry,  and  brutality  diftinguifh  them  fo  much  from  the  greater  part  of  the  Germans, 
that  it  is  only  neceffary  to  be  amongft  them  to  be  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of  religion 
alone  to  make  men  better,  when  other  favourable  circumftances  do  not  concur.     There 
are,  it  is  true,  enlightened  men  amongft  the  priefts  of  this  country,  but  in  general  they 
are  as  proud,  as  intolerant,  and  as  ignorant  as  the  Spaniih  priefts.   I  faw  fome  of  them  who 
were  likewife  very  like  the  Spanifli  priefts  in  theirexternai  appearance.     They  wore  their 
fpeftacles  over  the  nofe,  held  up  their  heads,  drew  back  the  body,  fpoke  through  the 
nofe  and  throat,  and  ftrutted  juft  like  the  priefts  at  Barcelona  or  Saragofla.     When 
they  fit  down  to  preach,  they  do  it  as  if  they  were  in  labour  with  the  falvation  of  man- 
kind. Ivifited  one  of  them,whopaffesfor  a  great  botanift,  though  he  knows  nothing  more 
than  the  medicinal  plants  of  his  own  country.     He  was  ftudying  his  fcrmon  for  the  next 
Sunday.     It  was  long  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  or  no  he  would  give  me  an  audience. 
Aiter  having  converfed  for  about  half  an  hour  upon  the  wind  and  weather,  with  his  two 
daughters,  the  fillieft  and  moft  unformed  creatures  I  had  ever  feen,  who,  out  of  real  or 
affected  modefty,  never  trufted  themfelves  to  look  in  my  face,  out  came  their  bulky 
and  yellow-coloured  mother  from  the  ftudy  of  her  lord  and  huftjand,  to  affure  me  that 
he  was  extremely  bufy  about  his  Sunday's  difcourfe,   which  would  however  only  take 
him  up  another  hour,  after  which  I  ftiould  have  the  honour  of  fmoking  a  pipe  of  tonacco 
with  him.     I  was  for  fome  minutes  in  doubt  whether  I  Oiould  accept  of  this  honour  or 
not.     h  rather  hurt  my  felf-love  to  think  that  I  was  deftined  to  ferve  a  clownifli  prieft 
for  the  vehiculum  to  his  fmoking,  and  I  would  have  gone  away,  but  that  I  rccoUefted  that 
had  I  been  among  the  Hoitentots,  I  fiiould  have  been  obliged  to  pay  refped  to  the  cuf- 
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toms  of  the  country.     After  waiting  therefore  fome  time  the  penftrale  was  opened,  and 
I  beheld  my  hero,   a  fliort  fquare  figure,  the  TruUiber  of  fcience,   enthroned  amidll  a 
labyrinth  of  books,  and  encompafied  with  clouds  of  i'moke  which  fcarce  allowed  me  to 
view  his  vifage.     In  four  or  five  minutes  our  converfation  was  at  an  end.     I  tried  him 
every  wav,  but  no  tone  I  could  take  would  bring  a  word  out  in  return.     At  length, 
after  having  obferved  himfelf  that  fmoking  rather  fpoiled  the  converfation,  he  took  his 
fermon  in  hand,  and  read  me  a  period  or  two  by  way  of  enlivening  it.     Of  this  I  did  not 
hear  a  word,  as  the  fmoke  of  the  tobacco  puffed  under  my  nofe,  took  away  my  refpira- 
tion,  and  obliged  me  to  attend  to  felf-prefervation  ;  but  he  was  determined  I  fhouldnot 
get  off  thus,  and  fo  propcfed  to  open  what  he  called  his  treafure.     This  was  a  chefl: 
which  contained  all  the  fermons  he  had  ever  written,  making  in  all  eight  or  ten  thick  fo- 
lio volumes.     When  he  took  out  the  firfl;  a  cold  fweat  ran  down  my  flioulders,  -"Which 
making  him  apprehenfive  that  he  might  kill  his  patient,  he  affured  me  he  would  read 
only  the  texts  of  the  fermons  from  the  tables  of  contents.     I  bore  it  for  one  table  with 
great  refignation ;  but  as  he  was  taking  down  the  fecond  folio,   took  my  hat  and  flick 
and  hurried  to  the  door.     In  no  proteftant  country  which  I  have  yet  feen,  Holland  itfelf 
not  excepted,  are  the  priefts  held  in  fuch  profound  reverence  by  the  people  as  they  are 
in  Denmark.     Pride  and  infolence  in  the  minifters  of  a  humble  religion,  is  ever  a  fure 
mark  of  little  knowledge  and  a  bad  government  in  the  places  where  it  is  found.     The 
temporal  and  fpiritual  powers  are  by  nature  fo  jealous  of  each  other,  that  there  muft  al- 
ways be  indolence  in  the  governors  when  the  priefthood  comes  to  have  a  certain  degree 
of  authority.     Every  body  knows  what  an  influence  the  Danifh  priefts  had  in  the  fate  of 
Struenfee.     You  obferve  indeed,  in  every  part  of  Denmark,  notwithftanding  many  fo- 
reigners are  fettled  there,  many  marks  of  the  overgrown  power  of  the  priefts.     In  fe- 
veral  places  I  found  prejudices  conceived  againft  me,  on  account  of  my  being  a  catholic, 
by  people  from  whom  one  fhould  have  expeQed  better  things.     At  Horfens,  a  young 
lady  of  one  of  the  befl:  houfes,  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  the  catholics  were  chriftians. 
They  look  upon  us  in  the  fame  light  as  Jews  and  heathens.     I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Kino'  of  Denmark,  as  abfolute  as  his  power  is,  in  other  things,  could  make  as  great  ad- 
vances to  toleration,  as  has  been  done  at  Vienna. 

The  government  of  Denmark  is  the  mod  defpotic  in  the  univerfe.  This  form  of  go- 
vernment has  its  advantages  and  difadvantages  ;  the  fmallnefs  of  the  country  renders  it 
eafy  to  govern  thus  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  this  very  circumftance  makes  the  people 
feel  more  feverely  the  weaknefs  and  opprefTion  of  its  governors.  Denmark  is  in  truth 
the  fmalleft  of  all  the  European  powers.  It  contains  hardly  one  million  eight  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants,  Lapland,  Greenland,  and  Iceland  included  ;  and  the  Holflein- 
ers,  who  live  in  a  part  of  Germany,  hardly  make  the  number  two  millions  in  all.  The 
King  of  Denmark's  income  does  not  amount  to  above  9,000,000  of  Rhenifh  florins,  or 
20,000,000  of  Hvres  *,  even  with  what  arifes  from  the  paflage  of  the  Sound,  which  the 
fea -faring  nations  willingly  pay.  He  cannot  cope  with  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  and  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  is  upon  a  footing  with  him.  Without  fubfidies,  the  King  of  Den- 
mark is  unable  to  maintain  an  army  of  forty-thoufand  men,  and  a  fleet  of  twenty  fhips 
of  the  line  only  for  a  few  years.  The  taxes  are  very  high,  and  fome  of  them  are  of  a 
fort  which  are  met  with  in  very  few  countries.  Hei  e  a  man  muft  pay  for  a  licenfe  to 
msrry.  Our  government  you  know  formerly  raifed  a  tax  on  batchelors;  but  the  Da- 
nifl:i  and  French  principles  of  government  are  very  different. 
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The  emptinefs  of  the  treafury  is  the  reafon  why  more  projedls  are  entered  into  in 
Denmark  than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world  ;  but  molt  of  them  are  only  air  bub- 
bles, which  are  in  general  blown  away  by  the  fird  wind.  The  private  interell  of  the 
projeftor  is  commonly  at  the  bottom  of  them  all,  and  the  court  wants  not  only  the 
power,  but  the  good  will  to  encourage  the  projects  of  good  patriots.  The  King,  who 
is  the  only  king  in  modern  hiltory  who  has  diltinguifted  himfelf  by  a  public  trial  of  his 
wife,  is  obliged  to  leave  a  great  part  of  the  government  to  his  minifter.  His  fliep-mo- 
ther,  it  is  true,  poilefles  a  great  deal  of  court-craft  ;  but  flii!  the  minifters  and  counfel- 
lors  have  the  moft  influence.  Amongfl:  them,  there  are  conftantly  cabals,  intrigues, 
and  revolutions,  as  you  may  learn  from  the  hiftory  of  Struenfee,  particularly  his  apology, 
which  will  make  every  man  who  reads  it  exclaim — Beatus  illc  qui  procul.  Another  firft 
minifter  has  been  lately  difmiffed. 

St.  Germain  was  very  ill  treated  in  Copenhagen.  The  late  King  called  him  to  his  court, 
with  a  view  of  having  his  troops  better  difciplined,  at  a  time  when  it  was  his  intention  to 
take  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  north,  or  at  leafl  to  make  himfelf  formidable.  St.  Ger- 
main was  told  that  he  would  have  the  command  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men  ;  but 
when  he  came,  he  found  hardly  any  foldiers  except  the  guards.  The  reft  confifted 
partly  of  a  wild  undifciplined  mihtia,  and  partly  of  a  number  of  hungary  invalids.  There 
was  no  cavalry  at  all.  The  good  King,  who  had  only  feen  his  troops  upon  paper,  and 
probably,  as  he  was  not  born  for  a  number  of  troops,  had  not  fufficiently  confidered  thenx 
even  there,  could  not  eafily  conceive  how  his  great  army  fhould  have  mouldered  away 
by  St.  Germain's  arrival.  Some  of  the  miniftry,  who  governed  the  paper  troops,  en- 
tertained hopes  that  St.  Germain  would  play  part  of  the  game  with  them  ;  but  he  was 
not  the  man  for  theii-  purpofe,  for  as  foon  as  he  found  out  that  part  of  the  fums  deftined 
for  the  payment  of  the  forces  went  into  the  purfes  of  the  miniftry,  commiffaries,  ad 
officers,  he  fet  himfelf  with  his  ufual  determined  fpirit  to  bring  about  a  reformation.  He, 
however,  foon  found  out,  that  even  if  the  abufes  could  be  corrected,  the  hopes  of  hav- 
ing an  army  able  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  north,  muft  continue  a  vain  expetta- 
tion.  Being  fatisfied,  therefore,  that  where  there  is  nothing,  there  can  be  nothing  to 
reform,  he  told  the  King,  with  his  ufual  freedom,  that  he  faw  nothing  in  which  he  could 
be  of  any  ufe  to  his  Majefty  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  only  a  burthen,  and  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  moft  advifeable  to  fend  him  away  again. 

The  minifters  were  extremely  happy  to  get  rid  of  fo  troublefome  an  infpecfor,  and 
the  more,  becaufe  they  could  not  eafily  have  got  rid  of  him  by  a  court  intrigue,  becaufe 
the  King  loved  him  ;  for  court  intrigues  can  do  but  little  againft  extraordinary  talents, 
united  with  a  true  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  courts,  where  efpecially,  as  the  cafe 
was  here,  the  fovereign  is  on  the  fide  of  juftice  as  often  as  he  underftands  it.  After 
fome  trifling,  and  a  great  many  under-hand  tricks,  the  miniftry  propofed  to  St.  Ger- 
main to  accept  of  a  certain  fumof  money  paid  once  for  all,  inftead  of  the  promifed  pcn- 
fion.  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  him  than  this,  as  he  knew  the  unfteadinefs 
of  the  Danifh  court.  But  he  was  unfortunate  in  the  end,  for  having  never  paid  any 
attention  to  his  own  private  money  matters,  he  thoughtlefsly  contented  himfelf  with  a. 
letter  of  credit  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  thalers*,  on  a  merchant  at  Hamburgh,  whom, 
on  his  arrival  in  that  city,  he  found  had  become  a  bankrupt,  and  was  run  away  from 
the  German  ftates  and  territory.  St.  Germain  thought,  to  his  laft  hour,  that  the  minif- 
ter  was  an  accomplice  in  the  robbery.  It  is  well  known  that  he  was  maintained  for  a 
long  time  after  by  a  colleftion  made  for  him  by  the  officers  of  our  German  troops,  out 
of  their  own  allowance.     A  beautiful  trait  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Danifli  minifters. 
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Struenfee,  and  every  other  man  who  had  a  grain  of  penetration,  thought  that  the 
bed  principles  of  government  which  the  court  of  Denmark  could  adopt,  v/ould  be  to 
make  retrenchments  of  the  fums  expended  on  foreign  affairs  ;  not  to  meddle  with  the 
difputes  fubfi (ting  between  the  other  German  powers  ;  to  limit  its  own  eftablifliment  to 
what  would  fuffice  for  the  maintenance  of  the  internal  tranquillity  and  the  police,  and 
to  employ  all  its  ftrength  in  the  cultivation  of  the  wafte  lands,  and  the  promotion  of  in- 
duftry.      This  is  indeed  all  that  experience  and  patriotifm  united  can  recommend  ;  for 
in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  two  countries,  Denmark  has  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  Sweden,  or  if  it  had,  a  word  from  Ruflia  or  Pruflia  would  fet  every  thing 
to  rights  there.      But  on  the  other  fide  of  the  country,  the  firft  eledor  of  Germany 
who  fhall  fet  himfelf  to  oppofe  an  extenfion  of  the  Danifh  power,  would  reduce  the 
country  to  great  difficulties.     The  lofs  of  a  fingle  magazine  or  treafury  would  put  an 
end  to  their  whole  war  apparatus  :  nay,  even  if  mod  of  their  operations  did  not  depend 
upon  foreign  fubfidies,  they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  the  field  long  againfl:  a  middling 
German  army.     The  militia  of  the  countiy,  in  which  the  ftrength  of  the  army  princi- 
pally confifls,  is  raw  and  unformed,  and  the  German  forces,  which  have  been  raifed  at 
a  great  expence,  would  defert  the  inftant  they  fet  foot  out  of  the  country  ;  for  thev  all 
deteft  a  climate  in  which,  by  reafon^of  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  air,  the  bad  and  un- 
ufual  food,  and  the  little  attention  fhewn  to  their  health,  they  are  expofed  to  perifh  like 
fo  many  fleas.     Whenever  I  had  occafion  to  converfe  with  Germans  in  the  Danifli  fer- 
vice,  the  tears  ufed  to  run  down  their  cheeks,  when  they  recounted  how  they  had  been 
decoyed  away  by  crimps,  and  defcribed  the  miferies  of  their  prefent  ftate.     Indeed  the 
inftances  of  the  extraordinary  means  they  have  made  ufe  of  to  get  out  of  the  detefted 
country,  are  almoft  incredible.     Befides  all  this,  there  is  a  want  of  cavalry,  which  in 
the  prefent  time  is  fo  ferviceable,  and  conftitutes  a  fourth  part  of  the  German  armies. 
Innumerable  fubfidies  indeed  would  be  required  to  put  that  of  this  country  upon  a  re- 
fpedable  footing.     It  cannot  be  I'aifed  out  of  nothing  in  a  minute,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  a  war  ;  and  the  maintenance  of  it  in  time  of  peace  demands  an  expence  which  the 
refources  of  the  ftate,  with  all  the  fubfides  they  can  procure,  are  not  equal  to.     The 
times  are  paft,  in  which  wonders  could  be  done  with  a  handful  of  undifciplined  and  dif- 
obedient  troops,  who  were  maintained  at  the  coft  of  the  enemy.     The  mode  of  war 
now  in  ufe  requires  preparation,  and  a  provifion  for  fuch  and  fo  many  wants  as  would 
make  the  Danifli  minifter's  hair  ftand  an  end,  if  an  account  of  them  were  to  be  fet  be- 
fore him.     Suppofing  the  Danifli  court  to  receive  a  fubfidy  of  even  a  million  of  thalers  * 
per  annum,  which  is  more  than  the  French  or  Englifli  courts  have  ever  given  to  the 
courts  of  Stockholm  or  Copenhagen,  this  would  hardly  be  fufficient  to  enable  it  to  keep 
the  field  one  campaign  with  an  army  of  40,000  men,  and  it  would  be  completely  ruined 
by  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  battle.     The  fhort  campaign  in  the  Bavarian  war  fome  years  ago, 
though  no  extraordinary  ftroke  was  ftruck  in  it,  coft  the  court  of  Vienna  feventy-two 
millions  of  Rhenifh  guilders*,  exclufive  of  the  fums  expended  on  previous  prepara- 
tions, which  are  always  necefTary.     The  army  was  at  leaft  three  hundred  thoufand  men 
flrong.     Calculate  what  the  proportion  will  be  for  forty  thoufand  men — but  what  would 
forty  thoufand  men  do,  if,  what  however  is  impofTible,  the  court  of  Denmark  alone 
was  to  carry  on  any  operations  for  a  length  of  time  out  of  its  own  territories ;     The 
King  of  PrufTia  would  fwallow  up  this  army  in  a  moment,  let  him  have  ever  fo  much 
occupation ;  for  it  is  a  maxim,  that  when  a  man  is  once  engaged  with  great  enemies, 
he  will  do  well  to  add  leffcr  ones  to  them,  as  a  fingle  ftroke  may  get  froir>thefe  all  that 
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is  foft  on  the  other  fide.  What  became  of  the  Swedifii  army,  whom  French  fubfidies 
led  mto  Pomerania,  in  the  laft  Silefian  war  ?  And  yet  the  King  of  Prulfia  had  at  that 
time  to  cope  with  mofl  of  the  principal  powers  in  Europe.  What  became  of  the  poor 
Saxons  ?  of  the  poor  army  of  the  empire  ?  And  yet  the  Saxon  and  Imperial  troops 
were  better  kept,  and  at  leafl  as  well  fed,  as  the  Danifli  are  likely  to  be. 

Denmark  cannot,  like  Sweden,  be  compelled  in  any  cafe  to  break  the  neutrality,  nor 
is  it  neceflary  for  it,  on  that  account,  always  to  maintain  itfelf  in  a  refpettable  fituation. 
For  more  reafons  than  one,  it  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  Sweden,  and  its  pofition 
fecures  it  on  every  other  fide.  Indeed,  could  it  render  its  power  ever  fo  refpectable,  it 
has  nothing  to  exped:  at  any  tim.e  by  taking  part  in  an  offenfive  war,  but  a  great  deal 
to  lofe ;  whereas  the  advantages  it  would  derive  from  bellowing  the  fums  wafted  in 
military  preparations  on  the  improvement  of  the  country,  are  confiderable.  I  have  been 
thus  particular  on  this  point,  in  order  to  convince  you  and  your  friends,  that  our  court 
added  a  new  folly  to  the  many  it  has  lately  been  guilty  of,  when  for  certain  privy  pur- 
pofes  it  gave  fubfidies  to  the  Danifh  court.  The  money  was  in  every  refpedl  thrown 
away.  Half  of  it  {luck  to  the  fingers  of  the  Danifh  minifters  and  commiffaries,  and  the 
other  half  was  very  ill  fpent.  Strong  as  all  thefe  reafons  are  againft  the  keeping  up  a 
great  land  army  in  Denmark,  every  day  produces  frelh  projects  to  encourage  it.  The 
vain  minifter,  whom  Struenfee  has  fo  well  depicted  in  his  apology,  will  not  let  the  world 
forget  that  Denmark  is  a  monarchy.  He  gives  himfelf  airs  of  ailonifhing  confequence. 
A  few  external  marks  of  refpefl:  from  the  great  courts,  make  him  believe  that  he  is  re- 
fpefted,  whereas  he  is  in  fad;  the  jeft  of  them  all.  A  fingle  word  from  the  Ruffian 
minifter  brings  the  whole  country  to  the  Emprefs's  feet ;  and  ihe  has  at  leaft  twenty 
times  more  weight  at  Copenhagen,  than  either  at  Vienna  or  at  Berlin.  It  vx^ill  certainly 
be  much  more  politic  in  Denmark  to  aim  only  at  being  a  maritime  power,  which  is 
more  confiftent  with  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  fituation  of  the  people.  By 
purfuing  this  plan  the  Danes  might,  with  feme  affiftance,  make  themfelves  formidable, 
or  at  leaft  protedt  their  merchants  in  time  of  war.  But  the  Danifh  minifter  choofes  to 
ihine  both  by  fea  and  land.  The  navy  accordingly  confifts  of  fifty  fiiips,  including 
thofe  of  fifty  guns ;  however,  not  above  fix  of  thefe  are  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea 
under  fix  or  eight  weeks,  though  fince  the  armed  neutrality  they  have  been  making  all 
forts  of  preparation  to  put  to  fea.  Many  Ihips  have  been  repaired  within  thefe  fix  or 
eight  years,  and  others  are  no  longer  in  a  reparable  ftate. 

The  facility  with  which  adventurers  of  the  firft  clafs  contrive  to  make  their  way  into 
the  Danifh  councils,  and  even  into  the  miniftry,  is  no  vei-y  favourable  fymptom  of  the 
wifdom  of  this  court.  There  is  a  proverb  at  Hamburgh,  that  when  a  man  is  fit  for 
nothing  elle,  he  is  fit  for  a  Daniih  privy  councellor,  and  may  make  his  fortune  by  pro- 
jeds  at  Copenhagen.  Under  fuch  circumilances  much  patriotifm  is  not  to  be  expeded. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  Danifti  government  is  a  vifible  proof,  that  defpotifm,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  its  great  apparent  force,  is  the  weakeft  of  all  governments,  when  the  head  is  not 
very  found  and  ftrong.  The  minifters  ride  on  the  councellors,  the  conncellors  on  the 
fecretaiies,  the  fecretaries  on  their  clerks,  and  the  wives  of  all  thefe  on  their  lovers.  It 
fometimes  happens  too,  that  the  minifter  is  governed  by  the  counfellor,  the  counfellor 
by  the  clerk,  and  fo  on ;  all  this  produces  an  abfolate  anarchy,  and  the  quiet  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  country  depends  upon  the  throwing  the  handkerchief  to  this  or  that  wo- 
man. It  is  no  wonder,  that  in  a  court  like  this  many  cataftrophes  happen  fimilar  to 
that  which  took  place  ten  years  ago.  Priace  Frederick,  the  King's  brother-in-law,  pro- 
mifes  the  country  fome  hopes  of  better  days.      He  feems  to  be  more  difpofed  to  do 
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what  is  right,  than  to  govern  by  faction  or  intrigue.     His  influence  is  however  hitherto 
very  limited. 

On  my  return  out  of  Lapland,  I  came  hither  by  Lubeck.  That  place,  which  for- 
merly played  fo  great  a  part  in  the  league  of  the  Hantz  cities,  has  fcarce  half  the  Im- 
portance of  Hamburgh  in  point  either  of  population,  riches,  or  trade.  The  Danifii 
minifter  fets  his  whole  force  againft  this  place,  as  he  has  only  Hamburgh  and  it  to  fear. 
At  Lubeck,  however,  his  principal  operations  are  confined  for  the  prefent,  for  though 
he  makes  the  poor  town  feel  what  he  would  do  by  every  petty  injury  in  his  power,  he 
<lares  not  hitherto  come  to  open  hoftilities,  as  it  is  protected  by  the  Emperor  and  the 
ftates  of  the  empire.  He  is  therefore  compelled  to  change  his  fiege  into  a  kind  of 
blockade.  The  bond  of  union  betwixt  the  German  imperial  towns  operates  much  more 
forcibly  with  regard  to  foreign  powers,  than  is  commonly  imagined ;  and  the  article  in 
the  Emperor's  coronation  oath,  not  to  allow  of  any  diminution  of  the  empire,  is  main- 
rained  in  its  full  force  under  Jofeph  the  Second.  It  is  indeed  this  article  which  compels 
our  court  to  treat  the  fmali  princes  its  neighbours  who  border  on  Germany  with  much 
more  attention  and  refpefl:  than  it  fhews  towards  the  other  fovereign  itates  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. It  would  not  dare,  for  inftance,  to  act  towards  the  imperial  ftate  of  Spires, 
as  it  has  lately  done  towards  Geneva,  where  it  is  interpofed  with  fuch  great  effeft,  after 
having  formally  renounced  the  mediation,  and  having  hardly  any  bond  of  union  with 
the  city. 

LETTER  LVIII. 

HanoTer, 
ALL  the  country,  dear  brother,  which  lays  to  the  north  and  north-wefl  of  this,  and  is 
watered  by  the  Elbe  and  the  Embs,  is  partly  fand,  and  partly  mud  and  morafs.  In- 
deed the  mud  which  is  thrown  up  by  the  fea  and  rivers,  is  looked  upon  here  as  a  para- 
difaical  earth,  as  it  affords  the  inhabitants  bread  and  hay,  whiifl:  the  higher  countries  are 
nothing  but  fand.  Here,  my  dear  brother,  a  man  perceives,  for  the  firft  time,  the 
bleffmgs  of  a  mountainous  country.  Through  the  whole  road,  from  Hamburg  to  Emb- 
den,  and  from  thence  through  a  great  part  of  Weftphalia  to  this  place,  I  did  not  fee  a  • 
fmgle  hill,  a  fingle  laughing  landfcape,  fhady  foreft,  beautiful  wood,  or,  in  brief,  any  of 
the  things  which  can  give  a  fillip  to  life.  In  Weflphalia  I  faw  large  heaths  which  were 
{till  more  barren  than  thofe  of  Jutland.  The  whole  country  has  been  fubjecl  to  revo- 
lutions. It  is  a  bottom  of  fand,  which  the  rivers  from  the  higher  parts  of  Germany 
have  formed,  and  to  which  they  are  conflantly  adding.  In  fome  parts  the  fea  adds  a 
quantity  of  mud,  and  in  others  entirely  demoliflies  the  barriers  oppofed  to  it,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  have  conflantly  to  contend  with  the  water  and  frogs.  The  rivers  overflow 
every  year,  and  lay  the  country  for  many  miles  under  water.  The  inundations  of 
the  Wefer  are  particularly  terrible.  When  they  happen,  the  cities  and  villages  are  as 
it  were  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  fea,  and  feem  to  form  fo  many  iflands.  The  confequences  of 
this  are  agues,  colds,  and  fevers,  which  would  commit  vaft  ravages  amongft  the  poor 
people,  were  it  not  that  cuftom  renders  them  hardy,  and  that  they  are  in  a  habit  of 
warming  their  infides  well  with  brandy.  To  a  ftranger,  however,  the  country  muft  be 
extremely  unwholefome  in  winter  and  fpring.  The  inhabitants  are  all  through  of  the 
fnail  order,  yellow  fkinned,  foft  fleflied,  and  full  of  wrinkles.  Their  fmall  round  figures 
are  very  itriking  when  you  compare  them  to  the  tall  long  Germans  of  the  fouthern 
parts.  You  hardly  ever  fee  rofy  cheeks  among  the  men  of  the  country,  and  but  very 
feldom  among  the  women.     They  live  here  as  in  Denmark,  failor-likc,  upon  flicll-fiih, 
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(which  they  render  very  palatable)  fifli,  fruits,  and  brandy,  of  which  lail  the  wives  of 
the  common  people  take  large  bumpers.  Of  the  fme  fruits  and  excellent  vegetables 
which  the  other  Germans,  particularly  the  Suabians  and  inhabitants  about  the  Hhine, 
are  fo  fond  of,  they  know  nothing.  The  people  are  liupid,  naturally  melancholy,  and 
generally  fpeaking  dirty ;  they  are  not,  however,  particularly  in  the  Hanoverian  conn- 
try,  fo  ferocious  and  ill-natured  as  the  Danes.  Many  of  the  farmers  here  are  very  rich. 
The  facility  wiih  which  they  difpofe  of  their  crops,  the  great  fertility  of  their  mai-flies, 
their  filheries,  the  great  extent  of  land  they  pofl'efs  amongfl  the  heaths,  (which  may 
always  be  ufed  lor  paflures)  and  the  government,  which  is  ever  very  gentle,  fecure  them 
advantages  which  Uie  inhabitants  of  many  countries  in  which  nature  has  poured  out  all 
her  abundance,  do  not  enjoy.  In  many  parts  of  Weftphalia  1  faw  no  Imall  villages, 
but  the  whole  country  belonged  to  fome  great  landlords,  whofe  eRates  reached  many 
miles  in  circumference.  Tiiere  are,  however,  likewife  fome  very  fmall  farmers.  Thole 
particularly  who  dwell  on  this  fide  the  Wefer,  about  Bremen  and  Delmenhorft,  appear 
in  general  not  to  be  in  very  good  circumflances.  In  many  places  they  have  their  cattle 
in  their  houfcs ;  and  I  have  been  twice  forced  to  reft  upon  a  ftraw  bed  amongft  the 
cows,  which  is  indeed  an  accident  that  is  fure  to  happen  to  a  knight-errant  of  my  com- 
plexion, as  foon  as  he  goes  a  (lep  out  of  the  great  roads.  In  the  fmall  villages  there  are 
no  inns,  and  a  man  is  forced  to  put  up  with  the  fmall  farmers,  who  have  nothing  to  fet 
before  him  but  brandy  or  potatoes,  or  fome  falted  bacon,  and  brown  bread  made  of 
bran.  I  cannot  conceive  how  our  troops  did  to  exifl  in  this  country  during  the  lad 
Silefian  war. 

Bremen  is  a  very  rich  city,  containing  about  five  and  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
It  drives  a  very  large  trade  for  iron,  flax,  hemp,  and  linen,  with  France,  England, 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  in  return  takes  back  other  provifions,  with  which  it  fupplies 
Weftphalia  and  the  countries  about  Hanover.  It  alfo  gets  a  great  deal  by  its  fillieries ; 
the  trade  for  blubber  with  the  fouth  of  Germany  is  very  confiderable.  Stiff  and  fullen 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  are  in  general,  you  meet  with  fome  very  fociable  and 
converfable  people  amongfl  them. 

Embden  is  by  no  means  fo  fine  a  place  as  Bremen.  The  King  of  Prullia  has  taken 
an  everlalting  diflike  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  who,  to  fay  the  truth,  when  taken  in 
the  lump,  are  not  a  very  amiable  people.  They  are  very  remarkable  for  their  lazinefs 
and  iafenlibility.  It  was  a  great  while  before  the  good  endeavours  of  the  Iving  to  turn 
this  people  to  commerce  and  fliip-building  were  attended  with  any  fuccefs.  'I'he  Eall 
India  Company,  which  he  had  eftabliflied  at  a  great  expence  in  this  city,  was  ruined 
within  a  few  years  of  its  ereftion,  and  certain  republican  prejudices,  which  the  burghers 
of  this  city  alFecled,  rendered  all  the  King's  other  efforts  for  a  time  ineH'eftual.  At 
length  the  aftivity  and  wifdom  of  the  government,  attended  with  fome  fortunate  cir- 
cumflances, got  the  better  of  the  impediments  to  that  extenfion  of  commerce  for  which 
the  city  is  particularly  well  fituated.  The  herring  fifliery,  which  the  King  took  every 
flep  in  his  power  to  encourage,  brings  in  large  fums  of  money  every  year.  The  Ame- 
rican war  affitted  the  King's  defigns  very  much,  and  the  trade  of  the  place  now  begins 
to  be  very  fiourifliing.  Embden  imports  many  Weftphalian  linens  to  the  fouth  coun- 
tries, and  provides  a  part  of  Weftphalia  with  fpices  and  v/ines.  They  have  alio  a  con- 
fiderable trade  in  cheefe.     Their  harbour  is  extremely  good. 

The  duchies  of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorft,  which  the  King  of  Denmark,  at  the 
defire  of  the  Ruffian  court,  exchanged  for  a  part  of  Ilolftein,  with  a  prince  of  Gottorp, 
now  make  a  very  good  principality,  which  contains  feventy-five  thoufand  people,  and 
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yields  every  year  about  four  hundred  thoufand  Rhenlfh  guilders  *.  It  is  from  al!  thefe 
countries,  but  particularly  from  Fiiefland,  that  they  procure  the  flrong  fine  coach-hoifes 
who  trot  fo  proudly  over  the  pavement  of  many  Italian  cities,  and  are  ibmctimes,  though 
feldomer,  met  with  in  France.  The  court  of  Peterfburgh  buys  up  feveral  of  thefe 
horfes  to  mount  its  heavy  cavalry,  who  look  very  formidable  on  this  terrible  cattle. 
The  Dutch  cuirafTiers  are  fupplied  from  Holftein,  and  in  truth  the  horfes  of  that  country 
are  preferable  to  thofe  of  Friefland  and  Oldenburg  for  this  fervice,  as  with  the  fame 
ftrength  they  conned  more  alacrity  and  life. 

Hanover,  confider  it  in  what  light  you  will,  is  a  very  fine  city.  The  number  of  its 
inhabitants  is  about  twenty  thoufand.  There  are  very  good  focieties  here,  to  which  the 
officers  contribute  not  a  little.  The  nobility  is  as  pohlhed  and  refined  in  its  manners 
as  that  of  any  other  German  city.  The  country,  which  hereabouts  begins  to  be  more 
elevated,  is  not  quite  fo  ugly  as  the  deeper  country  round  the  Wefer.  Prince  Frede- 
rick, the  King's  lecond  fon,  refides  here  at  prefent,  and  makes  a  particular  circle  of  the 
inhabitants  very  happy.  He  is  bidiop  of  Ofnaburg,  which  principality  produces  him, 
yearly,  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  Rheniih  florins.  Having  come 
to  this  very  early  in  life,  and  his  indulgent  father  having  given  up  to  him,  when  he 
comes  of  age,  all  the  province  of  the  bifliopric,  without  any  dedudion  whatever,  he 
will  have  an  income  of  three  millions  of  florins,  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
They  wifh  and  hope  here,  that  in  procefs  of  time  he  will  be  declared  governor  of  his 
father's  pofleffions  in  this  country,  and  refide  conftantly.  His  great  income  will  make 
this  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  city  in  point  of  interefl:,  and  his  wonderful  educa- 
tion gives  the  whole  country  hopes  of  a  wife  and  gentle  adminiflration. 

Though  fome  parts  of  the  ele£torate  of  Hanover  are  very  fertile,  yet,  upon  ths 
whole,  it  is  the  mofl  miferable  part  of  all  Germany.  It  is  about  feven  hundred  Ger- 
man miles  in  circumference,  but  hardly  contains  feven  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants ; 
nay,  fome  think  this  is  going  too  far,  for  though  they  have  numbered  one  hundred  thou- 
fand houfes,  our  commiffaries  in  the  laft  war,  who  numbered  the  people,  could  not  make 
more  of  them  than  five  hundred  thouf^md  fouls  in  a^l  the  Hanoverian  dominions.  But  put 
them  at  feven  hundred  thoufand,  ftill  you  will  find  no  other  country  of  the  hke  extent  in 
all  Germany,  which  does  not  contain  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  for  every  fquare  mile. 
The  difference  betwixt  Hanover  and  Suabia,  Saxony,  Aufiria,  Bohemia,  and  the  other 
parts  of  Germany,  is  ifill  more  confiderable;  for  each  of  thefe  flates  has  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  fouls  for  every  fquare  mile,  and  fome  of  them  much  more.  Thecaufe  of  the  flen- 
der  population  is  almoft  entirely  owing  to  nature.  The  country  abounds  in  fand-heaths, 
which  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  cultivate.  Almoft  the  whole  country  between  Hamburgh 
and  this  place  is  a'deep  fand.  The  difference  in  point  of  riches  is  ftill  m.ore  confiderable. 
The  whole  revenues  of  Hanover  aniount  only  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
guilders  ;  of  which  the  mines  in  the  Harts  alone  contribute  one  hundred  thoufimd. 
The  country  belonging  to  the  Eledtor  of  Saxony,  which  is  very  little  larger,  brings  in 
nearly  as  much  again. 

The  government  of  this  country  is  gentle.  The  great  offices  of  ftate  are  held  by 
aftive  and  enlightened  patriots.  Nothing  is  known  here  of  extorting  money  from  the 
poor.  Little  of  the  money  of  this  country  goes  to  London  ;  but  almoft  the  whole  is 
ipent  in  the  improvement  of  the  country.  The  army,  which  confumes  the  greateft  part 
of  it,  is  large,  and  confifts  of  twenty  thoufand  men.  They  are  the  beft  fed  of  all  the 
German  troops,  but  are  not  near  fo  well  difciplined  as  either  the  Pruflian  or  Auftrian 

f  Forty  thoufand  pound, 

armies. 


RIESBECK's    travels    through    GERMANY.  227 

armies.  This,  however,  is  the  foftefl;  of  all  the  German  governments,  and  there  is  a 
fpirit  of  liberty  throughout,  which  is  a  (Irong  contrail  to  what  you  meet  with  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  I  had  hardly  been  three  days  here  when  I  made  an  excurfion  to ' 
Brunfwick.  Germany  has  few  princes  of  whom  it  has  fo  much  right  to  be  proud,  as 
of  this.  It  was  with  a  kind  of  enthufiafm  that  1  looked  upon  one  of  the  lirfl  heroes  of 
Germany,  though  he  had  become  fuch  at  our  expence.  The  reigning  Duke  is  one  of 
the  firft  generals  of  the  Prufllan  army.  He  is  a  confummate  flatefman,  and  the  favou- 
rite of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  I  need  only  mention  Prince  P'erdinand  to  you,  to  convince 
you  .how  glad  I  muft  have  been  to  fee  him.  He  is  only  known  to  you  as  a  terrible 
enemy  ;  but  his  good  heart,  his  extended  underftanding,  his  adive  zeal  for  the  interefl: 
of  mankind  as  far  as  his  fphere  reaches,  and  his  affability  towards  every  man,  would 
foon  make  you  forget  that  he  was  your  enemy,  if  you  knew  him  better. 

Brunfwick  is  the  rendezvous  of  the  German  free-mafons,  at  the  head  of  whom  the 
Prince  is.  Mofl:  of  the  protelfant  princes  in  Germany  are  members  of  this  numerous 
order.  It  is  not  long  fmce  the  fyftem  of  the  German  lodges  has  been  fixed,  and  that 
they  have  acquired  a  kind  of  confiltency.  Germany  in  general  is  much  indebted  to 
this  order,  as  it  is  certainly  owing  to  mafonry  that  many  of  its  princes  have  become 
much  more  affable  and  gentle  in  their  manners  than  they  were  before. 

Four  princes  of  this  illuflrious  houfe  fought  in  the  lait  Silefian  war,  for  the  honour 
and  freedom  of  Germany.  The  youngefl  of  them,  only  feventcen  years  of  age,  died 
covered  with  wounds,  under  a  heap  of  Huffars,  who  had  been  the  witneffes  of  his  va- 
lour, and  whom  he  comforted  to  Iiis  latefl  breath.  Probably  you  may  not  know  that 
this  is  the  elder  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
defcends  from  a  younger  fon.  Brunfwick  is  a  very  handfome  city.  It  carries  on  a 
very  thriving  trade,  and  has  a  great  number  of  manufaftures.  The  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, amonglt  whom  you  meet  with  exceeding  good  company,  confifts  of  at  leafl  twenty- 
four  thoufand.  The  whole  income  of  the  prefent  duke  is  eAimated  at  one  million  three 
hundred  thoufand  Rhenifli  florins,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 


LETTER  LIS. 

Ca[fel. 

THAT  ideal  beauty,  my  deareft  brother,  which  dances  before  the  eyes  of  our  artilts, 
though  it  fo  often  vaniflies  under  their  pencils,  was  certainly  never  taken  from  Ger- 
many. All  the  human  figures  you  meet  with  between  this  place  and  the  Northern  and 
Eaftern  Seas,  are  fo  far  fi'om  poffeffing  it,  that  there  are  no  lines  of  it  to  be  difcovered 
amongft  them. 

You  would  in  vain  look  for  a  girl's  body  refembling  the  Grecian  model.  There  are,  it 
is  true,  faces  enough  with  very  foft  ftrokes  in  them,  but  they  all  want  the  Greek  profile 
and  fpirit.     Nor  has  the  fine  white  flefn  the  firmnefs  infeparable  from  a  truly  fine  form. 

In  the  lower  parts  of  the  Elbe  and  Wefer,  you  fee  indeed  fome  fnowy  bofoms,  and 
fome  lily  and  rofy  cheeks,  but  they  foon  vanifh  when  the  girls  have  once  paffed  theif 
bloom,  and  the  whole  is  fo  flat  and  lifelefs,  that  you  cannot  give  it  the  name  of  a  fine 
form.  Even  amongfl;  the  Saxons,  the  fairefl:  creatures  under  the  fun  who  are  not  Gre- 
•cians,  you  feldom  meet  with  a  face  which  has  any  appearance  of  ideal  beauty ;  and  yet  - 
thefe  are  in  the  north,  what  the  women  of  Florence  are  in  the  fouth,  and  far  exceed  all 
their  country-women  in  life  and  fpirit. 

The  men  of  the  north  are  equally  deftitute  of  ideal  beauty.  Winckelman,  himfelf, 
thinks  that  better  models  for  the  ftudy  of  male  beauty  are  to  be  met  with  in  Naples  and 
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Sicily,  thr.n  amongfl  his  countrymen  the  Saxons,  though  they  are,  without  any  coiu- 
pariion,  the  hancilomed  of  ihe  northern  nations. 

It  is  well  Iciiown  that  no  German  will  attempt  to  vie  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouthern  countries  in  point  of  beauty  ;  but  when  you  tell  a  German  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ibuth  are  ftronger  and  more  durably  built  than  thofe  of  the  north,  they  look 
upon  this  as  a  great  paradox — and  yet  ilrength  is  the  principal  point  of  manly  beauty. 
Have  you  ever  feea  a  Sicilian  wreftle  with  an  Hanoverian  or  Weitphalian  ?  I  conflder 
vreftling  as  the  greatefi:  proof  of  fhrength.  I  alfo  believe  that  you  would  not  find  in  all 
the  north  a  porter  like  the  Genoefe  or  Neapolitan  carrier,  that  is,  a  man  able  to  carry 
four  hundred  pounds  weight  for  a  confiderable  way.  Nor  do  I  think  that  if  both  were 
put  into  the  fame  circumftances,  as  much  could  be  done  with  German  troops  as  with 
Spanifli  ones.  We  are  not  now  to  confider  that  in  the  prefent  days  the  latter  are  fo 
much  excelled  in  difcipline  ;  for  in  Charles  the  Fifth's  time  they  were  both  alike.  But 
the  German  troops  in  Spain  and  Italy  ferved  only  once ;  and  few  of  the  armies  which 
the  emperors  carried  into  Italy  with  them  ever  came  home.  On  the  contrary,  the  Spa- 
niards under  Charles  the  Fifth  fought  many  battles  with  great  reputation  on  the  Rhine, 
as  well  as  in  Holland,  the  climate  of  which  is  fo  different  from  their  own;  they  fhewed 
moi-e  valour,  and  bore  more  fatigues  than  the  inhabitants  themfelves,  who  mufl:  have 
been  fubdued  had  it  not  been  that  they  were  ailifted  by  external  circumftances,  and  that 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  fpirit  did  more  than  all  the  Mynheers  put  together. 

The  national  pride  of  the  Germans  has  led  them  to  give  themfelves  a  pre-eminence 
over  the  fouthern  nations,  which  hiftory,  nature  and  appearances  equally  give  the  lye 
to.  They  imagine  that  underilanding,  courage,  activity,  ftrength,  and  liberty,  are  the 
natural  appendages  of  their  thick  and  foggy  air  ;  and  that  the  fouth  is  the  natural  habi- 
tation of  itupidity,  indolence,  cowardice,  and  tyranny.  On  the  contrary,  confider  what 
is  depofed  by  bijiory,  appearances,  and  nature.  HijIorY  teaches  us  that  light  is  come  into 
the  vforld  from  the  fouth  ;  appearances  teach  us  that  the  Spaniards  and  Italians  are  much 
more  frugal  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  probably  too  in  the  enjoyments  of  love,  than 
the  Germans,  amongft  whom  we  include  the  Danes,  the  Swedes,  the  Ruffians,  and  the 
Poles :  and  nature  teaches  us  that  bodily  and  mental  beauty  are  commonly  to  be  found 
where  the  great  creator  of  the  bodies  of  men  has  appointed  the  finefl:  forms  and  the 
greateft  (Irength.  Let  us  examine  this  pofition  a  little  more  fully  :  compare  the  under- 
Itandings  of  men,  as  they  are  more  and  more  removed  from  the  happy  air  of  Greece, 
i\fia  Minor,  and  Italy,  till  you  come  to  the  North  Pole,  and  you  will  find  that  nature 
does  not  fufier  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  the  Arabs,  the  people  of  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  and  the  Abyfnnians,  to  fink  into  the  fame  degree  of  indolence  and  cowardice 
as  the  Greenlanders,  the  Samoyedes,  and  the  Laplanders.  What  aflonifliing  proofs  do 
the  negroes  give  us  of  bodily  ftrength,  courage,  and  coolnefs  of  intrepidity  ;  a  fure  fign 
that  the  warm  and  genial  air  of  the  fouth,  raifes  human  nature,  ar..d  that  the  bitter  and 
cold  blafts  of  the  north  deprels  it. 

But  perhaps  you  will  tell  me  that  at  prefent  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  excel  thofe 
of  the  fouth.  1  allow  it ;  but  it  proves  nothing  more  than  that  religion,  manners,  and 
government  have  more  influence  over  men  than  climate.  But  thefe  very  manners, 
cufloms,  and  arts  of  government,  which  in  the  prefent  century  give  the  north  fuch  an 
advantage  over  the  fouth,  came  originally  from  the  fouth.  ^Vhat  are  our  repubhcs 
more  than  copies  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  ?  Crippled  as  our  legiflation  is,  in  com- 
parifon  of  thofe  of  Carthage,  Egypt,  Rome,  and  Athens,  it  is  only  what  we  have  been 
able  to  gather  out  of  the  ruins  of  thofe  ftates.  Have  the  PrufTian  tadics  any  thing  bet- 
ter in  them  than  the  Macedonian  phalanx  was  ?     Can  any  one  be  furprifed  that  the 
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people  who  dwelt  near  the  Elbe  and  Wefer,  fliould  have  overcome  Varus,  when  we  fee 
that  the  North  Americans,  by  nature  the  moil  cowardly,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  the  mod:  undifciplined  people  upon  earth,  are  able,  by  the  advantages  of  their  woods, 
rrvers,  pools,  and  the  extent  of  their  uncultivated  country,  to  oppofe  all  the  force  Great 
Britain  can  brin^t^  againll  them  ?  And  yet  the  climate  of  North  America  is  not 
[o  adverfe  to  the  Englifli,  as  that  of  the  fouth  of  Germany  mufl  have  been  to  the  Ro- 
mans ;  nor  was  Germany  at  that  time  nearly  fowell  cultivated  as  North  America  now 
is  ?  Let  a  man  conceive  Varus's  army  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  lake  Superior,  the  lake 
of  the  Illinois,  and  the  upper  regions  of  the  MiOiffippi,  and  ftill  he  will  have  no  true 
idea  of  their  fituation  in  Germany.  They  were  far  from  poffefling  the  facilities  of  pro- 
viding for  the  exigencies  of  war,  which  they  would  havs  had  in  North  America.  Ger- 
many was  at  that  time  an  uninterrupted  wood ;  its  rivers  were  not  confined  within  a 
Handing  bed,  but  in  feveral  places  formed  immenfe  moraffes,  too  many  and  too  vifible 
marks  of  which  ftill  remain. 

The  inhabitants  of  Germany,  who  afterwards  fubdued  the  fouth,  were  no  doubt  in- 
debted for  this  advantage  to  the  wars  which  the  Romans  had  before  waged  againft  them, 
juft  as  the  Turks  and  North  Americans  have  become  good  foldiers  by  their  wars  with  the 
RulHans  and  Britons.  What  think  you  if  any  body  had  told  the  Scipios  that  fome  time 
or  other  the  conquerors  of  Rome  fliouId  come  out  of  the  Hercinian  forclls  ?  would  they 
have  attributed  any  thing  to  the  climate?  No,  they  would  have  anfwered  that  the  man- 
ners, conllitution,  and  armies  of  Rome  muft  firlt  be  changed  ;  and  that  was  the  cafe. 

But  what  became  of  thefe  northern  conquerors  when  the  luxury  of  ihe  inhabitants  of 
the  fouth  had  fubdued  their  natures,  and  made  them  vaflals  to  them  ?     Were  they  not 
like  the  over-flowings  of  their  own  rivers,  which  thaw  after  a  long  froft,   and  lay  wafte 
the  fields  far  and  near  with  ice  and  fand  .''    All  the  conquerors  of  the  fouth,  enlightened 
and  creBtd-.,  whereas  all  the  conquerors  of  the  north,  darkened  and  pulled  dou-n  ?     This 
was  the  cafe  both  before  and  after  the  Roman  i-era.     The  Babyloniahs  and  Egyptians, 
fuppofmg  the  accounts  of  the  expeditions  of  the  latter  to  be  true,  were  benevok'nt  con- 
querors like  the  Greeks  and  Macedonians.     But  what  were  the  Scythians'  ?    The  Arabs 
Ipread  arts,  fciences,  and  humanitv,  wh.erever  they  extended  their  power.  But  what  dark- 
nefs  enfued  when  the  northern  Turks  had  extended  the  bounds  of  their  empire  ?    It  is 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  bodily  weaknefs  of  the  northern  nations,  that  they  always  be- 
come enervated  as  foon  as  they  have  been  fome  time  in  the  fouth,  which  they  never  could 
cope  with  long  ;  whereas  no  hiftory  informs  us  of  the  climate  of  the  north  ever  having 
been  fatal  to  the  ftrength  and  aftivity  of  the  Romans.      How  did  Cjefar's  troops  hold 
out  in  Gaul,  Britany,  and  Holland  .''  How  did  the  Romans  behave  under  the  Emperors 
on  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Elbe  and  Wefer  ?  You  tell  us 
it  is  the  climate  which  prevents  the  northern  people  from  being  hardy  in  the  fouth.  But 
were  the  Romans  effeminate  when  their  forefathers  eat  oatmeal  pap  ?    Were  the  Spar- 
tans or  Macedonians  effeminate  ?    The  generality  of  the  Spaniards  and  Italians  of  this 
day,  are  by  no  means  a  weak  people.  It  is  not  therefore  the  climate  alone  whieh  makes 
the  difference.     It  is  rather  the  weak  nervous  fyflem  of  the  northern  nations  which  ren- 
ders them  unable  to  bear  the  contrail  of  the  hot  days  and  cold  nights,  which  braces  up 
the  flrong-built  natives  ;  nor  can  they  fupport  the  change  made  in  their  way  of  life.  The 
great  bodies  of  the  Dutch,  Danes,  and  Poles,  are  bare  lumps  of  flefli  and  bones,  the 
former  of  which  is  diiguflingly  flabby.     On  the  other  hand,  the  lighter  Italians,  as  well 
as  the  darker  Spaniards,   are  more  finewy,  and  more  mufcular,  which  is  the  true  cha- 
racter of  bodily  ftrength.     Nor  are  the  minds  of  the  northern  nations  lefs  weak  than 
their  bodies.     A  proof  of  it  is,  their  never  having  been  able  to  eflablifli  lading  empires 
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in  their  fouthcrn  conquefls.  Their  kingdoms  were  a  bare  accident  of  fortune,  and  they 
never  had  felicity  of  genius  enough  to  form  plans  or  knit  the  fecial  band.  How  dif- 
ferently did  the  nations  of  the  fouth,  prrticulavly  the  Romans,  manage  their  conquefts  ? 
juft  as  if  they  were  ftill  a  frefh  people,  and  had  known  nothing  of  fciences  or  arts  ! 

In  general  nature  difplays  far  diiTerent  vigour,  a  far  more  magnificent  fpirit  of  crea- 
tion in  the  fouth,   than  what  (he  does  in  the  northern  provinces.     What  riches,  and 
variety,  and  ftrength,  is  in  the  vegetable  kingdoms  of  the  fouth  ?  The  fhrub  which  fur- 
niihes  the  balfam  of  IVIecca,  and  the  plants  from  Ceylon  and  the  Molucca  iflands,  {hame 
the  unfruitfulnefs  of  the  earth  near  the  poles ;  and  the  vigour  of  nature  feems  evidently 
to  decreafe  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  the  equator.      Our  favoury  fruits  have  all 
come  to  us  from  the  fouth  ;   and  the  better  tailed  and  more  fpirited  they  are,   the  lefs 
able  are  they  to  bear  the  north.     The  nobler  fruits,  jufl:  like  the  ge^nerous  wines,  which 
gladden  and  make  ftrong  the  heart  of  man,  cannot  take  root  in  the  north.     In  the  fame 
manner  in  the  mineral  kingdom,  nature  (hews  herfelf  more  venerable  in  the  fouth,  than 
flie  does  in  the  north. — And  in  the  animal  world  !  Hew  very  different  are  the  beads  of 
the  fouth  to  thofe  of  the  north  !  Why  then  fhould  not  nature,  which  weaves  every  thing 
elfe  more  flrongly  in  a  u'arm  climate,  alfo  weave  man  more  Itrongly  there  .''    It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  underftanding  and  morals  are  no  exclufive  property  of  any  flrip  of  land. 
They  depend  on  laws,  cuftoms,  education,  and  government;    which  may,  and  often 
do  render  the  artificial  man  fuperior  to  the  natural  one.     But  the  natural  underftand- 
ing  awakes  fooner  from  its  fleep  in  a  warm  country,  than  it  does  in  a  cold  one.     Under 
a  warm  fun  abftraft  ideas  are  much  quicker  formed.  The  fenfes  are  much  clearer  here ; 
:\nd  the  ucderftanding  depends  on  the  quicknefs  of  the  fenfes.      Imagination,  which  is 
fo  connected  with  all  the  operations  of  the  fun,  has  more  force  in  Sicily  than  in  Iceland. 
The  firft  force  of  the  impreilions  made  by  the  fenfes,   gives  the  powers  of  the  mind  an 
alacrity  in  the  fouthern  countries,  which  is  the  true  character  of  genius,  and  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  north  cannot  reach  by  any  cold  abftraclions  which  they  may  arrive  at, 
from  their  manners,  cuftoms,  or  government.     Nor  are  the  fine  moral  feelings  fo  in- 
dependant  of  the  fine  fenfual  ones,  as  fome  philofophers,  who  know  little  of  human  na- 
ture, are  willing  to  imagine.     The  Germans,   who  charge  the  French,  Italians,  and  ail 
the  fouthern  nations,  with  indolence,  flavery,  and  debafement  of  mind,  forget  that  the 
Siberians  and  Kamtfchatdales,  amidll  their  almofl  eternal  ices  and  fnows,  are,  accord- 
ing to  the  accounts  of  all  travellers,  the  mod  cowardly,  raofl:  fenfual,  mofl  debafed,  and 
molt  enflavcd  people  upon  earth.     Nor  can  the  glow  of  liberty  be  fo  thoroughly  flifled 
in  Italy  as  it  is  in  feveral  northern  countries,  which  appear  the  feat  of  defpotifm  ;  nay, 
the  governments  of  France  and  Spain  themfelves,  are  not  fo  defpotic  as  many  Germans 
pleale  themfelves  in  believing  them  to  be.     The  clear  and  dry  air  of  the  fouth  elevates 
the  foul  jufl  as  it  gives  tone  to  the  nerves.     All  the  perfons  who  have  breathed  a  fine 
weflern  air  in  the  mountains,  fpeak  of  feelings  which  they  knew  not  in  the  plains.     So 
the  air  of  the  fouth  of  Europe  is  as  different  from  that  of  the  north,   as  the  air  of  the 
Swifs  Alps  is  different  from  that  of  the  plains.     As  a  proof  of  this,  the  heftic  Englifh  go 
to  Nifmes,  Nice,  Pifa,  and  Naples,  to  repair  their  fhattered  conflitutions. 

But  it  is  true,  after  all,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Elbe  and  Wefer,  though  thus  aban- 
doned by  nature,  exceed  the  Sicilians  and  Neapolitans  as  much  in  flrength  of  mind,  as 
they  are  outdone  by  them  in  bodily  Rrength  and  beauty.  It  is  true  ;  and  what  then  ? 
The  liberal  citizen  of  the  world  admires  the  omnipotence  of  government,  which  is  able 
to  raife  men  fo  far  above  their  natural  fituation,  or  to  fink  them  fo  deep  below  it ;  but 
he  does  not  therefore  allow  himfelf  to  contraft  illiberal  prejudices  againfl  any  nation. 
He  congratulates  the  northern  nations  upon  their  having  made  themfelves  what  they 
are,  and  rejoices  that  they  are  every  day  becoming  greater  and  greater  j  but  he  does  not 
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forget  that  the  people  of  the  fouth  were  fooner  great,  and  that  the  arts  of  cukivation, 
and  light  of  all  kinds  came  from  them. 

You  will  eafily  perceive,  from  the  nature  of  thefe  fpeculations,  that  they  were  made 
in  the  poft-vvaggon.  My  company  confided  of  a  fwine  of  an  Oidenburgh  dealer  in 
ho!  fes,  a  clodpole  Bremen  broker,  and  a  pretty  female  piece  of  flefh,  mere  dead  flefh, 
lying  before  me  on  the  ftraw.  There  was  not  a  word  fpoke  all  the  way  from  Gottin- 
gen  here  ;  fo  that  if  the  dalcis  ct  aha  quics  had  not  been  now  and  then  interrupted  by 
coughing,  Iheezing,  belching,  and  the  like,  I  fiiould  not  have  known  that  I  had  company 
with  me. 

At  Gottingen  I  vifited  feveral  profeflbrs,  to  whom  I  cannot  rcfufe  my  utmoft  venera- 
tion, but  who  were  all  fo  convinced  of  the  cultivation  of  Germany,  and  fo  fore  fet  againft 
us  Southlanders,  that  1  did  not  know  how  to  reconcile  it  with  their  knowledge  of  man- 
kind.    All  thcfe  gentlemen  fpoke  to  me  of  the  poHtical  and  literary  fituation  of  their 
own  country  with  a  veneration  which  often  bordered  on  the  ridiculous.       This  arifes 
partly  from  national  pride,  partly  from  partiality  to  their  own  country,  and  partly  from 
true  rank  Cbarlatanifm.     Thefe  gentlemen  look  upon  our  government  as  the  quintef- 
fence  of  defpotifm,  our  academies  as  hofpitals  for  fools,  our  foldiers  as  women,  and  our 
writers^  to  whom  however,  as  appears  from  their  writings,  they  are  fo  much  indebted, 
as  petit  maitres.     In  a  word,  they  confider  the  fouth  as  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  and 
tyranny,  and   allow  more  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  things,  to  the  Danes,  Swedes,  and 
Ruffians,  than  to  the  moit  refpectable  people  in  the  fouth.     It  was  this  nbfurdity  which 
gave  i-ife  to  my  fpeculations  in  the  pofl.  waggon,  which  were  however  much  interrupted 
by  flrong  jolts.     Amongfl  other  perfons  I  vifited  here  was  Profeffor  Schlofler,   whoni  I 
found  unjuft  towards  us,  out  of  mere  party  motives.     Poflibly  there  are  few  hilforians 
in  the  world  who  know  fo  many  hiflorical  fiids  as  this  gentleman  does.     I  found  a  mofl 
unexpected  and  extraordinary  fund  of  knowledge  of  modern  hiftory  about  him.     He 
poQeffes  an  infinite  number  of  living  languages.     His  humour,  which  is  fomewhat  too 
Iharp  and  fatyrical,  does  not  always  make  him  amiable  as  a  private  man,  but  often  pro- 
duces vei7  good  effects  as  a  writer.      What  he  is  mod  diftinguillied  by  is  his  journal. 
It  is  publiflied  under  the  name  of  Political  Letters,   and  is  one  of  the  mofl:  generally 
fpread  about  in  Germany,  and  other  neighbouring  countries,  though  Mr.  Linguet  has 
thought  proper  to  call  h  pen  conniu     It  is  not  like  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  French  jour- 
nals, which  confifl  moRly  of  declamation,  and  refledions,  which  are  commonly  founded 
on  falfe  fafts  and  falfe  reafoning.     Schloffer's  journal  contains  for  the  mofl;  part  only  re- 
cords, to  which  he  fometimes  adds  Ihort  notes,  always  intcrefting,  and  fometimes  very 
fevere,   but  for  the  collection  of  which  future  hiftorians  will  be  obliged  to  him.     Falfe 
fades  fometimes  flip  in,  but  thefe  are  generally  reclified  in  the  courfe  of  time  ;   and  upon 
the  whole,  there  is  no  v.-ork  from  which  a  man  may  gather  the  prefent  itate  of  politics, 
particularly  thofe  of  one  part  of  Germany,   fo  v/ell  as  from  this.     It  contains  numerous 
lifts  of  the  population  and  income  of  many  German  ftates,  and  alfo  of  their  agriculture 
and  induftry.     As  Mr.  Schloifer  is  particularly  bent  on  hunting  down  the  follies  and  ful- 
tanifm  of  German  princes,  together  v.ith  abfurdities,  barbarity,  and  monkifin,  he  is  not 
wanting  in  interefiing  anecdotes,  which  often  give  occafion  to  0:111  more  interefl:ing  ex- 
planations.    This  journal  may  indeed  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  fureft  bars  againft  the 
tyranny  of  the  lefter  princes  of  Germany  :  And  it  is  certainly  known  that  it  has  produced 
great  effeds  in  feveral  courts.     Perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  and  often  princes  themfelves, 
lend  the  author  papers.     The  plan  of  this  journal  is  as  advantageous  to  the  editor  as  it  is 
to  the  public.     It  fupports  itfelf  by  the  contributions  of  ftrangers,  and  is  not  odious  by 
any  felfifli  or  party  remarks  of  the  editors  ;  all  works  of  knov/ledge  are  acceflible  to  the 
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auhtor,  and  the  icfTor  princes  who  have  any  fhame  left  are  compelled  to  ftand  in  fear  of 
the  ilroncr  cenfor  who  publicly  expofes  their  fiiame.  Mr.  Schlofler  makes  ufe  of  all  the 
freedom  which  the  place  of  his  refidence  allows  him  ;  and  he  often  gives  very  interefl- 
ing  accounts  of  other  countries  befides  Germany  in  his  journal.  The  j-epuiation  of  the 
work  encreafes  every  day  rr.ore  and  more,  and  he  may  be  aflured  that  he  will  foon  be 
univerfaily  read  in  his  native  country.  In  my  opinion,  a  fmgle  number  of  this  work  has 
more  merit  than  all  Linguet's  Annals  put  together,  at  lead  it  contains  more  truth.  This 
journal  marks  the  learned  character  of  the  Germans  extremely  well.  In  the  German 
hiftorians  and  politicians  there  appears  no  marks  of  the  acute  obfervation,  the  piercing 
conjefture,  and  the  elegant  portraitures  of  men  and  manners,  which  diftinguifh  the 
EngHfli  hil'torians  and  politicians.  Every  thing  with  them  is  made  up  of  dry  matter  of 
fad,  which  they  endeavour  to  eflablifh  fo  as  to  fet  it  above  the  power  of  attack.  The 
genuine  lover  of  truth,  who  loves  it  for  itfelf,  and  does  not  defire  a  particle  of  wit  to  be 
ipent  in  its  fupport,  had  rather  read  a  dry  lid  of  population  in  Schlofler's  letters,  than 
all  the  pompous  declamations  of  the  Englilh  travellers  and  politicians,  who  are  often 
brought  to  fhame  by  a  few  cyphers  they  read  in  this  book.  In  every  part  of  literature 
the  Germans  diflinguifh  themlelves  from  other  nations  in  the  fame  way. 

Gottingen  is  a  pretty  little  city,  containing  about  eighty  thoufand  fouls;  the  terri- 
tory about  it  is  pleafanter,  and  produces  more  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  Hanover 
I  have  feen.  It  fubfills  entirely  by  the  univerfity,  which  is  one  of  the  beft  I  have  fcen. 
There  are  Ruffian,  Danifli,  Swedifli,  and  Englifli  *,  as  well  as  German  fludents  in  it. 
The  lludents  here  are  about  eight  hundred,  and  the  profeflars,  including  the  dancing 
and  fencing  mafters,   are  about  fixty. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  fpares  no  expence  to  bring  thefe  higher  fort  of  fchools 
into  repute.  The  library,  which  is  kept  up  at  his  expence,  and  is  always  encreafing, 
is  as  numerous  as  it  is  well  difpofed.  The  phyfical  apparatus,  aftronomical  inftruments, 
the  coUedion  of  natural  hiflory,  the  chirurgical  inllruments,  the  botanical  garden, 
every  thing,  in  a  word,  befpeaks  royal  care. 

The  way,  in  the  Proteffant  univerfities,  of  going  through  all  the  fciences  in  half-yearly 
courfes,  which  difpleafed  Mr.  Pilati  fo  much,  has  my  full  approbation.  Though  it  may 
be  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  the  pockets  of  the  profefTors,  the  fcholars  lofe  nothing 
by  it.  No  fciences  are  thoroughly  learned  at  any  univerfity.  All  that  can  be  done,  and 
that  is  done,  is  to  give  the  ihudent  the  elements  of  them,  to  let  him  have  a  notion  of 
the  parts  of  the  building,  and  fhew  him  the  eafiefl  way  of  coming  at  it.  It  depends 
upon  him  afterwards  to  travel  the  whole  of  the  road.  If  the  young  man  lays  his  founda- 
tion right,  the  half-year's  courfe  is  as  profitable  to  him  as  it  is  to  the  mafter.  It  fpares 
his  time  and  money.  When  a  young  man  comes  here,  they  commonly  lay  a  Programma 
before  him,  in  which  all  the  arts  are  difpofed  according  to  their  natural  order,  and  like- 
wife  according  to  their  conneclion  with  each  other.  In  confequence  of  this  it  happens 
not  unfrequently,  that  a  ftudent  attends  fix  or  feven  courfes  in  a  day.  What  then  ? 
you  will  tell  me  he  will  only  be  confined  by  the  variety  of  knowledge.  I  believe  not. 
The  generality  of  young  men  will  not  be  at  the  pains  of  digging  deep  for  themfelves. 
Ledures  make  a  deeper  impreffion  on  the  mind  than  the  filent  meditation  of  a  clofet. 
We  mull  iikewife  confider  that  the  profefTors  are  able  to  give  the  marrow  and  refult  of 
the  v/hoJe. 

*  The  Englirti  have,  I  am  informed,  been  lately  almoft  banifhed;  at  lead  the  profefTors  do  not  defire 
the  company  of  young  meu  fo  totally  loll  to  what  ought  to  be  the  glory  of  young  men,  as  they  for  the 
m«il  part  are, 
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I  do  not  approve  of  the  leftures  being  paid  for  by  the  ftudents.  It  is  true,  tliat  it  tends 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  and  emulation  of  the  profeffbrs ;  but  their  independence  of  the 
ftudents,  were  it  otherwife,  would  in  my  opinion  be  attended  with  m.uch  more  bene- 
ficial confequenccs.  All  that  can  lefTen  the  reverence  of  the  fcholar  towards  the  mafter 
ought  to  be  avoided  with  the  greateft  caution.  The  ftudents  are,  it  is  true,  for  the  molt 
part,  well  educated  young  men ;  but  ftill  they  are  too  young  to  know  how  to  ePteeni  a 
man  of  merit  according  to  his  real  abilities.  Too  much  reverence  for  him  that  teaches 
feldom  does  any  harm  to  him  that  is  to  be  taught.  In  fliort,  cabals,  confpiracies,  with  a 
number  of  inferior  artifices,  to  which  good  men  fometimes  condefcend  for  the  fake  of  a 
few  guilders,  but  which  leiTen  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  ftudents,  are  the  confequence  of 
this  part  of  the  plan. 

"When  Mr.  Pilati  fays  that  the  Germans  treat  all  the  fciences  only  in  a  compendious 
way.  he  ftiews  himfelf  quite  ignorant  of  the  method  adopted  by  the  public  proteflbrs,  at 
lealt  by  thofe  of  this  place.     Almoft  every  profeffor  conipofes  a  plan  of  iiis  letlures, 
which  ferves  his  hearers  for  a  fyllabus  of  what  they  are  to  be  taught.  You  cannot  pro- 
perly call  this  a  compend  of  fcience,  in  the  fenfe  you  affix- to  this  name,  when  you  give 
it  to  Boffuet's  Introdudion  to  Univerfal  Hiflory.     It  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  an 
account  of  the  method  which  every  man  for  himfelf  purpofes  to  ufe  in  teaching  his  fcho- 
lars  a  fcience.     Another  objecl,  with  thofe  who  make  the  moft  of  their  indulhy,  is  to 
lend  or  fell  this  manufcript  for  a  few  louis  d'ors.     It  is  true  indeed,  that  fome  have  taken 
fo  much  pains  with  thefe  fyllabufes,  that  they  may  pafs  for  compendia ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  from  thence  that  the  literati  of  Germany,  who  are  not,  it  muft  be  remembered, 
all  proteltants,  treat  all  the  fciences  compendioufly.     Some  of  thefe  fyllabufes,   which 
have  gone  beyond  their  original  defign,  and  are  become  compendia,  are  mafter-pieces 
of  more  value  than  feveral  works  in  folio;  and,  taken  in  general,  are  an  evident  fign 
that  the  univerfity  of  Gottingen  poffefTes  feveral  moft  valuable  men.     Upon  the  whole, 
the  thorough  freedom  of  opinion  which  is  eftablifhed  here,  the  abfence  of  the  notions 
and  abfurd  fyftems  which  keep  other  univerfities  in  bondage,  together  with  an  enlight- 
ened and  gentle  adminiftration,  fecure  advantages  to  thefe  fchools  which  are  hardly  to 
be  found  in  any  other. 

Caflel  is  not  only  a  very  handfome,  but  in  fome  refpe6ts  a  magnificent  city.  It  con- 
tains about  thirty-two  thoufand  inhabitants.  This  is  one  of  the  cities  of  Germany 
which,  as  well  as  feveral  others,  the  Hugunots  have  caufed  to  flourifh  at  our  expence. 
They  have  eftablifhed  feveral  confiderable  manufaftures  in  it,  one  amongft  others  of 
hats,  which  are  hot  at  all  inferior  to  thofe  made  at  Lyons  in  finenefs  and  ftrength,  and 
are  held  in  equal  eftimation. 

The  number  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  landgrave,  I  have  been  affuredi  is  three  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand.  His  income  amounts  to  two  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  Rhenifh  florins  (about  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds).  Add  to 
this,  the  country  of  Hanau,  which  contains  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  brings  in 
fomething  above  five  hundred  thoufand  florins,  or  fifty  thouf;\nd  pounds;  ftill  the  pof- 
feflions  of  this  houfe  are  not  fo  good  as  thofe  of  a  Duchy  of  Wirtemberg. 

This  country  is  the  moft  military  of  all  Germany.  The  pcafants  are  not  only  always 
difciplined,  but  always  ready  to  march  any  where  through  the  wide  world.  The  fend- 
ing the  Heffian  troops  to  North  America,  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  hardftiip  in  itfelf, 
confidering  the  intimate  connetlion  of  this  country  with  Great  Britain ;  but  the  connec- 
tion itfelf  is  a  very  unprofitable  one  for  this  country.  The  Englifh  fubfidies  can  never 
make  amends  for  the  lofs  which  the  treaty  has  hitherto  brought  on  both  prince  and  peo- 
ple. The  country  was  ftripped  of  all  its  young  men  after  the  laft  Silefian  war,  and 
vol..  VI.  H  H  fcarcely 
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fcarcely  had  it  begun  to  bloom  again  when  they  were  fent  to  America.  At  lead  twenty 
thoufand  Heffians,  of  whom  one  half  will  never  come  home,  are  gone  to  that  part  of 
the  world.  The  country  has  therefore  loft  a  fixth  of  its  molt  ufeful  inhabitants,  by  the 
tea-burning  bufmefs  at  Bofton.  The  taxes  are  very  confiderable,  as  you  will  fee  if  you 
compare  the  population  and  taxes  of  this  country  with  thofe  of  the  Dutchy  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  whom  nature  has  put  in  pofieffion  of  far  greater  advantages  than  {he  has  done  the 
Heffians.  Though  the  landgrave  has  remitted  his  fubjefts  a  part  of  the  taxes  for  as 
long  a  time  as  the  war  fhall  lalt,  they  defert  in  great  numbers,  and  go  into  Hungary, 
Poland,  and  Turkey. 

The  military  confLitutlon  of  this  country  has,  on  feveral  occafions,  been  as  ufeful  to 
the  German  empire  in  general,  as  it  has  been  prejudicial  to  the  people  themfelves.  So 
early  as  the  reformation,  the  Heffians  contributed  exceedingly  towards  maintaining  the 
freedom  of  the  empire ;  and  the  Silellan  war  would  not  have  ended  nearly  fo  well  for 
England,  or  the  King  of  Pruffia,if  fixteen  or  eighteen  thoufand  brave  Heffians  had  not 
flood  the  brunt  of  our  troops. 

'   LETTER     LX. 

Wurtzburg, 

YOU  will  fee,  if  you  take  up  a  map  of  Germany,  that  I  have  been  true  to  my  pro- 
mife  ;  and  that  I  have  gone  through  the  holy  Roman  empire  crofs-ways  and  lengthways, 
through  wood  and  through  thicket,  by  dale  and  by  vale — in  a  word,  like  a  true  knight 
errant. 

The  Heffians,  my  dear  brother,  take  them  in  general,  are  deformed  to  a  degree.  The 
women  are  the  uglieft  creatures  I  have  ever  feen.  Their  drefs  is  horrid.  Moil:  of  them 
are  clad  in  black,  and  wear  their  petticoats  fo  high,  that  you  can  fee  no  ffiape— only 
the  ugly  thick  leg  as  high  as  the  knee,  is  moft  confpicuous.  The  men  in  fome  degree 
make  up  in  flrcngth  what  is  wanting  in  beauty.  Upon  the  whole,  though  not  a  large, 
they  are  a  flout  ftrong-built  people.  Here  and  there  you  fee  a  giant-like  figure ;  but 
they  all  have  large  bodies  and  feet.  Moft  of  them  are  white ;  and  their  hair  is  crifp. 
Their  way  of  living  is  favage.  Their  beft  food  is  potatoes  and  brandy ;  which  laft  they 
give  even  to  their  children. 

The  people  are  much  the  fame  in  the  Fuldefe.  The  whole  tract  of  country  from 
Caffel  to  the  borders  of  Franconia,  is  rough  and  wild.  The  people  are  like  the  country, 
which  abounds  in  woods  and  hills. 

The  prefent  Prince  of  Fulda  is  a  man  of  tafte,  who  lives  well,  and  loves  expence.  He 
is  extremely  tolerant,  and  no  friend  to  the  Popifh  hierarchy.  He  calls  the  Pope  his 
brother.  He  is,  without  doubt,  the  richeft  abbot  in  the  Catholic  world.  The  number 
of  his  fubjefts,  whom  he  governs  with  great  gentlenefs,  and  extremely  well,  amounts  to 
feven  hundred  thoufand ;  and  he  has  an  income  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Rhenifli 
guilders  *.  He  has  founded  feveral  ufeful  eftablifhments  for  educations,  and  allows  his 
ecclefiaftics  a  freedom  in  fpeaking  and  writing,  which  diftinguilhes  them  from  thofe  of 
the  other  parts  of  Germany.  During  my  abode  at  Vienna,  it  was  there  looked  upon  as 
a  very  heroic  degree  of  courage  in  fome  profane  literati,  to  declare  that  the  council  was 
above  the  Pope.  At  Fulda  1  read  thefe,  and  much  more  bold  things,  in  works  which  are 
at  leaft  of  twelve  years  ftanding.  The  palace  of  Fulda  js  a  vtry  pretty  building  j  and  I 
met  with  much  better  company  here  than  1  expefted. 

*  3c,oooL 
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Wurt?:burg  is  upon  the  whole  a  very  fine  city.  It  is  fituated  in  a  largo  plain,  very 
fruitful  in  vines,  and  watered  by  the  Maine.  The  Prince's  palace  is  one  of  the  fineft 
buildings  I  have  hitherto  feen  in  Germany.  I'here  obtains  amongfl:  the  inhabitants, 
who  arc  fixtcen  thoufand  in  number,  an  alacrity,  a  love  for  thepleafures  of  the  fenfes 
and  a  freedom  of  intercourfe  between  the  two  fexes,  which  you  do  not  find  in  any 
proteftant  city  of  the  fame  fize ;  and  which  befpeaks  the  great  affluence  and  eafe  of 
the  country  very  ftrongly. 

I  was  (truck  here,  as  in  Fulda,  with  the  tolerant  fplrit  and  knowledge  of  the  priefl- 
hood,  who  are  far  beyond  their  brethren  of  Auftria  and  Bavaria.     As  thefe  qualities 
.  are  commonly  united  to  good  manners  and  good  converfation,  the  ton  of  literati,  into 
whofe  focicty  1  fell  on  my  fir  ft  arrival  here,  did  not  furprife  me.     I  faw  in  (liort  that 
fome  favourable  exceptions  to  the  general  charafter  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  catho- 
lic parts  of  Germany,  as  well  ao  unfavourable  ones  in  the  proteftant  parts.     It  muft 
be  owned  that  the  former  are  far  lefs  common  than  the  other. — Not  that  you  are  to 
think  the  fun  in  his  meridian  even  here.      I  was  fpeaking  yefterday  to  a  prieft  about 
the  execution  of  the  witches,  with  which   this  government  has  been  fo  often  and  fo 
juftly  reproached.     At  firft  he  appeared  as  if  he  did  not  underftand  me.    At  length 
he  told  me,  with  a  confidential  air,  that  the  mod  intelligent   perfons  were  not  fatif. 
fied  with  the  grounds  of  trial,  as  feveral  learned  divines  had  determined,  that  the  wo- 
man who  had  been  burned  for  a  witch,  might  have  been  ohfc[fa  as  well  as  circumfejja, 
by  the  devil.     1  do  not  know  whether  you  enter  into  the  fenfe  of  this  nice  diftindion. 
It  is  as  much  as  to  fiy,  that  the  devil  was  not  abfolutely  in  the  circumference  of  her 
body  ;  but  that  Satan,  in  order  to  play  her  into  the  hands  of  juftice,  made  the  m.iracies 
feem  to  come  from  her  belly,  and  blinded  the  fpedators  at  her  colt.     I  was  afloniflied 
at  hearing  this  exprcflion  from  a  man  who  pofleffes  fo  much  knowledge  in  his  own  fci- 
ence ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  the  great  wits  of  the  place :  and  after  all,  if  this  theo- 
logical difiinflion  fliould  in  future  fave  a  witch  from  the  (lake,  on  the  ground,  that  it 
is  impoflible  to  dillinguifh  whether  flie  be  ohfelfd  or  circumce/fa,  the  nonfenfe  will  have 
had  its  ufe. 

The  prefent  governor  is  a  very  intelligent  man.  He  underftands  both  men  and 
things,  and  is  one  of  the  few  German  bilhops  who  have  only  their  own  merit  to  thank 
for  their  good  fortune  and  promotion.  He  is  of  an  old  but  not  very  rich  family,  of 
the  name  of  Van  Erthal ;  and  is  brother  to  the  Elector  of  Mentz.  His  knowledge 
and  aftivity  recommended  him  to  the  imperial  court,  who  gave  him  the  confpicuous 
place  of  imperial  commiflary  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon  ;  there  he  diftinguillied  hinifelf  fo 
much,  that  the  imperial  court  gave  him  this  bifhopric  'in  cnmmendam. 

Wurtzburg  alone  is  one  of  the  richefl;  hifhoprics  in  the  country  ;  the  diocefe  con- 
tains about  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufimd  inhabitants,  and  the  revenue  is  eight 
hundred  thoufand  Rheniih  florins,  or  eighty  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  befides  this,  the 
bifhop  holds  the  bifliopric  of  Bamberg,  which  is  one  of  the  fatteft  benefices  of  the  em- 
pire,  and  brings  in  about  feven  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  or  feventy  thoufand  pounds. 
Both  thefe  countries  are  in  fome  of  the  belt  land  in  Germany.  They  abound 
plentifully  in  the  neceffaries  of  life.  Wurtzburg  gains  a  great  deal  by  its  wines,  which 
are  carried  as  far  as  Sweden.  They  praifed  the  Stein  wine  to  me  very  much.  I 
tafted  if,  but  found  it  very  fiery  and  burning  on  the  tongue.  It  is  very  full  of  tartar, 
and  ralfes  thirlt. 

Agriculture  feems  to  be  well  underftood  in  this  country ;  but  in  their  manufictures 
they  are  a  great  way  behind,  not  only  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  but  their 
neighbours  the  Fuldans.     Thefe  make  a  great  number  of  very  fine  damafksj  with 
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which,  as  well  as  the  plainer  linens,  they  drive  a  good  trade.  The  Wurtzburghers 
have  no  employment  equally  profitable.  Befides  this,  as  in  winter  time  the  Fuldans 
employ  themfelves  iu  fpiiming  and  weaving,  they  are  infinitely  better  ofF  in  their  wild 
country,  than  the  people  of  Wurtzburg  in  their  paradile.  TheBifliop,  indeed,  of  the 
lad  place  has  a  fine  manufaclure  of  looking-glafles  and  china  ;  but  they  are  the  only 
good  manufadures  of  the  place.  The  prefent  Bilhop  gives  himfelf  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  infpire  his  fubjects  with  a  tafte  for  the  arts.     ******** 

In  order  to  give  this  letter  its  proper  length,  previous  to  my  fealing  it,  I  made  an 
excurfion  into  Franconia,  which  is  the  lead  of  all  the  circles.  But  the  game  I  have 
taken  in  this  chafe  is  fo  very  little,  as  to  be  hardly  worth  the  poftage  you  will  have  to 
pay  for  it. 

Bamberg  is  a  pretty,  large,  handfome,  lively  city,  containing  near  twenty  thoufand 
Inhabitants.  What  is  mofl  remarkable  in  it  is  the  gardening,  which  in  n©  part  of 
Germany  is  fo  flourifhing  as  it  is  here.  Several  hundred  gardeners  carry  on  a  confi- 
derable  trade  as  far  as  Holland,  with  fmall  pickled  gerkins,  a  prodigious  number  of 
liquorice  roots,  onions  which  are  looked  upon  as  the  bed  in  Germany,  and  other 
things.  They  alfo  fupply  the  neighbourhood  round  whh  pot-herbs,  very  good  apples, 
and  cauliflowers.  Their  good  ftrong  beer  is  likewife  carried  as  far  as  the  Rhine.  The 
common  people  here  believe  that  there  is  no  liquorice  any  where  elfe  in  the  world, 
and  that  this  was  planted  here  and  given  to  this  city  as  an  exclufive  pofleffion  for  ever, 
by  the  holy  Cunigunda,  who  lies  buried  in  the  cathedral,  with  her  hulband  Henry  the 
Second.  As  I  am  upon  the  miracles  of  this  holy  pair,  I  cannot  forbear  communicating 
to  you  another  anecdote  cencerning  them,  which  I  have  learned  here  ;  and  I  do  it  the 
more  willingly,  becaufe  holy  legends  are  the  only  things  worth  mentioning  from  hence. 
Poffibly  it  may  b$  known  to  you  that  Henry  the  Second,  the  founder  of  this  bilhopric, 
was,  notwithdanding  his  fanctity,  extremely  jealous  of  this  Cunigunda ;  fo  that  in  con- 
formity to  the  cudoms  of  the  times,  he  determined  to  have  the  ordeal  proof  of  her 
chadity.  After  fhe  had  walked  over  the  red  hot  plough-fhares  unhurt,  he  of  courfe 
embraced  his  fpoufe,  and  begged  her  pardon  for  the  fufpicions  he  had  entertained.  It 
happened  that  fome  time  before,  vieing  with  each  other  in  affeclion  towards  this  foun- 
dation, they  had  had  two  new  bells  put  up  in  the  cathedral.  After  the  ordeal  proof 
was  over,  they  ufed  to  walk  together  every  day  in  the  court  about  the  cathedral  at  the 
time  of  chiming  the  bells.  Henry's  confort  was  one  day  fo  mortified  at  finding  that 
his  bell  had  a  better  tone  than  her's,  that  in  order  to  give  her  a  proof  of  his  hearty 
confidence  and  love,  the  Emperor  took  a  golden  ring  from  his  finger,  and  threw  it  up 
into  the  air,  when  it  clung  round  the  bell  fo  as  to  deaden  the  found  ;  which  continues 
dull  to  this  day.  This  piece  of  gallantry  is  almod  too  fine  for  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
centuries  ;  but  the  old  cathedrals  of  Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg  would  furnifli  each  of 
them  a  numerous,  and  not  a  very  unintereding  colleclion  of  tales  of  knight  errantry, 
legends,  and  {lories  of  apparitions.  The  abundance  of  fuch  tales  is  a  fure  proof  that 
the  people  are  idle,  and  have  not  a  fufficient  number  of  ufeful  employments  to  take  up 
their  thoughts  and  converfations.  Pfalm-finging,  to  which  the  common  people 
amorigd  the  reformed  have  recourfe  whenever  they  are  tired,  has  not,  it  is  true,  that 
colouring  of  imagination  which  marks  the  amufements  of  the  Catholics  in  Germany  ; 
but  it  is  more  adapted  to  the  notions  of  the  common  people,,  and  gives  them  no  falfe 
and  dangerous  opinions.  I  cannot  here  pafs  over  an  anecdote  of  a  fpirit  from  Wurtz- 
burg. I  was  afiured,  that  even  to  this  day,  from  eleven  to  twelve  at  night,  the  watch 
cannot  be  let  in  a  certain  dreet,  on  account  of  a  very  dangerous  man  walking  through 
it  at  this  time,  who  carries  his  body  under  his  right  arm. 

7  Not, 
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Notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  the  foil,  the  people  of  the  biflioprics  of  Wurtz- 
burg  and  Bamberg  are  upon  the  whole  extremely  poor.  This  does  not  arife  fo  much 
from  a  negleiSt  of  agriculture,  as  from  a  want  of  frugality.  It  is  however  impoffible 
that  agriculture  fhould  employ  all  the  people  of  fo  populous  a  country.  It  is  no  doubt 
owing  to  both  education  and  cuftom,  that  we  fee  fo  many  beggars  in  a  country  where 
nature  has  fliewn  herfelf  fo  liberal.  The  government  of  the  fpiritual  princes  in  Ger- 
many, which  I  have  hitherto  feen,  is  much  more  gentle  than  thofe  of  moft  of  the  tem- 
poral princes  ;  and  the  abufe  caft  upon  them,  is  upon  the  whole  very  unjuft.  It  re- 
quires many  ages  to  make  a  diffipated  and  luxurious  people  frugal  and  induftrious. 
The  relaxed  manners  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Germany  are  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  falfe  notions  inculcated  into  them  by  their  teachers.  SchloiTer  tells  us 
in  his  journal,  that  a  Roman  Catholic  priefl:  was  accufed  of  herefy  by  one  bifliop  and 
two  univerfities,  for  teaching  "  that  felf-love  was  the  principle  of  all  human  actions  5 
that  a  negleft  of  the  earthly  advantages  which  time  and  opportunity  offer  to  men,  was 
a  philofophical  fin  ;  and  that  it  was  unlawful  to  do  another  a  kindnefs,  by  which  we 
might  confiderably  fuffer  ourfelves."  Thefe  exceflive  notions  of  liberality  and  con- 
tempt for  temporal  things,  are  the  true  reafons  why  the  Roman  Catholic  Germans  in 
geoeral  are,  as  Mr.  Pilati  has  obferved,  better  hearted  than  the  Froteflant  ones.  The 
number  of  beggars  are  themfelves  a  proof  of  it ;  for  if  they  did  not  find  fo  many 
givers,  they  would  foon  learn  to  work.  It  would,  however,  be  much  better  if  there 
were  no  beggars,  and  the  people  were  made  a  little  more  frugal.  For  the  fame  reafon  it  is 
that  you  find  many  more  charitable  foundations  of  all  forts  amongfl:  the  Catholics  than 
amongfl;  the  Proteftants,  though  the  former  are  fo  poor.  The  Julius  Hofpital,  at 
Wurtzburg,  is  richer  than  all  the  foundations  of  the  fort  in  the  King  of  Pruffia's 
dominions  put  together ;  but  all  thefe  foundations  are  a  nev/  encouracrement  to 
luxury. 

The  mendicant  orders  of  friars  find  their  account  in  their  dodrines  of  free  gifts, 
and  contempt  of  the  things  of  this  world,  (which  they  themfelves  carefully  gather ;) 
and  they  are  alfo  the  principal  defenders  of  them.  Exclufive  of  the  maffes  for  fouls, 
which,  taken  altogether,  do  not  amount  to  a  great  deal,  the  Catholic  fecular  priefts  do 
not  get  much  by  the  liberality  of  the  people. 

The  benefices  in  the  cathedrals  of  Wurtzburg  and  Bamberg  are  looked  upon  as  the 
beft  in  Germany.  In  good  years  each  is  worth  3500  guilders  *  ;  but  you  feldoin 
meet  with  a  prieft  who  has  no  more  than  one  of  them.  Several  of  them  have 
four  or  five  prebends  in  as  many  cathedrals,  and  receive  from  8  to  10  or  12,000  guild- 
ers per  year.  The  prelates  of  thofe  foundations  receive  from  20  to  30,000  florins  a 
year.  The  whole  trouble  of  a  German  canon  confifts  in  his  being  obliged  to  refideace 
in  his  cathedral  for  a  month  in  the  year.  No  other  qualification  is  required  of  him  but 
to  be  able  to  read  Latin,  and  prove  himfelf  defcended  from  a  good  family  on  the  mo- 
ther's fide. 

In  a  certain  epifcopal  city  in  Germany,  there  is  this  proberb,  "  that  prebends  make 
themfelves."     In  general  you  fee  them  hovering  round  the  ladies. 

I  am  affured  that  every  canon  of  Wurtzburg,  at  his  firft  entry  into  the  chapter,  re- 
ceives a  itroke  with  a  fwitch  from  each  of  his  colleagues.  This  extraordinary  inauo-u- 
ration  is  contrived  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  prince,  who  of  courfe  cannot  fubmic 
to  fuch  a  ceremony,  from  defiring  to  be  of  the  chapter. 

*  About  350I. 
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N'jrenberg  Is  an  ugly  town,  which  grows  every  day  more  deferted.  At  the  end  of 
the  fifteenth  century  this  town  contained  above  fifty  thoufand  male  inhabitants,  who 
were  not  above  one-fourth  of  the  whole  ;  whereas  the  whole  population  now  hardly 
amounts  to  a  fixth  part  of  the  number.  In  the  courfe  of  the  lait  years  eleven  hundred 
men  have  died  every  year.  Many  hundred  houfes  ftand  quite  empty,  and  the  others 
are  tenanted  only  by  fingle  families.  The  inhabitants  are  ftill  a  very  induftrious  people; 
and  it  is  a  very  pretty  fight  to  fee- the  httle  children  employed  in  making  the  various 
toys,  for  the  manufafture  of  which  this  place  is  fo  diftinguiihed  in  Europe. 

I  am  furprifed  to  find  fo  many  German  v/riters  laughing  at  thefe  produt^ions  of  the 
Nurenberghers,  and  making  a  proverb  of  their  induftry.  Is  not  the  great  exportation 
of  thefe  commodities  a  fufficient  juftification  of  the  mode  in  which  thefe  people  employ 
their  time  ?  But  thefe  reproaches  are  the  more  uniuft  becaufe  Nurenberg  has  long 
produced  artifts  who  vie  with  the  bed  Englifh  ones,  in  making  mathematical  and  phy- 
fical  inftruments.  You  meet  no  where,  out  of  England,  with  fuch  good  manufactures 
in  fteel,  iron,  and  copper,  as  you  do  here.  Will  any  man  then  fay  he  has  a  right  to 
blame  thefe  people,  becaufe,  amidft  their  more  important  bufinefs,  they  find  ufeful  and 
profitable  employments  for  their  wives  and  children  ?  Nurenberg  is  far  fuperior  to 
Augfburg  in  the  arts. 

"i"he  great  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  this  town  is  the  ariftocracy.  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved, had  not  refpedable  citizens  of  Nurenberg  told  it  me,  the  ill  treatment  which 
they  receive  from  twenty  or  thirty  families,  in  whofe  hands  the  government  is.  From 
time  to  time  every  citizen  mud  have  an  inventory  of  his  effeds  taken,  and  I  do  not  know 
for  what  reafon,  give  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  them  to  the  regency.  Exciufive  of  the 
evil  of  thefe  numberlefs  gifts,  it  is  extremely  bad  policy  in  a  commercial  flate,  to  compel 
the  merchant  to  inform  every  one  of  the  profit  of  his  trade.  Thefe  patricians  have  like- 
wife  a  number  of  families  in  their  intereft,  amongft  whom  they  divide  the  employments 
of  the  ftate,  which  are  very  confiderable.  All  this  renders  it  not  furprifing  to  find  that 
the  rich  citizens  leave  the  city,  and  endeavour  to  emancipate  themfelves  by  taking  re- 
fuge in  the  Auftrian  or  Pruffian  territories. 

The  morals  of  the  Nurenbergers  are  better  and  purer  than  thofe  of  any  other  Ger- 
man ci'y.  The  magiftrate  is  particularly  anxious  to  put  a  ftop  to  fornication.  I  do 
not  exaggerate,  but  relate  a  real  fafl:  when  I  alTure  you,  that  the  young  men  of  the 
city  underwent  a  phyfical  vifitation  by  fome  of  the  members  of  the  magiftracy  attended 
by  phyficians.  There  is  a  very  charadVeriftical  print  of  this  bufinefs,  in  which  the  de- 
puties are  reprefented  in  their  bufinefs  with  their  fpeftacles  upon  their  nofes. 

Nurenberg  has  a  more  confiderable  territory  belonging  to  it  than  any  other  imperial 
city.  The  number  of  its  fubjefts  in  the  country  is  eftimated  at  four  hundred  thoufand. 
Thefe  the  regency  does  not  govern  in  fo  arbitrary  a  manner  as  it  does  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  ;  or  if  it  does,  this  does  not  prevent  the  country  from  being  very  well  culti- 
vated, though  there  is  a  great  deal  of  fand  about  it.  I  have  not  beheld  prettier  vil- 
lages any  where  than  there  is  here.  Every  thing  befpeaks  a  great  degree  of  opulence 
in  the  farmers,  who,  as  well  as  the  town's  people,  remain  faithful  to  their  old  drefs. 

The  margraviates  of  Anfpach  and  Bareith,  exhibit,  in  point  of  induftry,  a  ftrong 
contraft  to  the  induftry  of  the  biflioprics  of  Wurtzburg  and  Bamberg.  Nature  has 
not  nearly  been  fo  liberal  to  them  ;  and  yet  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries,  though 
loaded  with  much  greater  taxes,  are  in  much  better  circumftances  than  thofe  of  the 
former.  The  cities  of  Erlan,  Anfpach,  Schwaback,  and  fome  others,  have  fome  very 
good  manufactures.     Theprefent  Margrave,  who  is  the  laft  branch  of  a  houfe,  which 
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promlfes  no  new  ones,  is  a  very  clever  and  amiable  man.     The  well  known  Mademoi- 

felle  N is  his  companion  ;   a  proof,  at  leaft,  of  his  good  tafte.     His  income  amounts 

to  fixteen  hundred  thoufand  Rhenifh  florins,  or  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds. 
His  peafants  are  fomewhat  diicontented  with  him  for  having  fold  their  children  to  thy 
Knglidi.  There  were,  indeed,  great  difcontents  amongft  the  troops  that  were  to  go  to 
America  ;  but  the  margrave  was  not  affected  by  them.  He  feems  determined  to  make 
as  much  of  that  country  as  he  can,  upon  the  principle  that  after  his  death  it  is  to  fall  into 
^other  hands. 

The  remainder  of  Franconia  is  compofed  of  a  number  of  fmall  principalities.     The 
people  here  in  general  fuffer  very  great  oppreffion.      Thofe  are  particularly  miferable 
whofe  maflers  refide  in  the  great  courts  ;  for,  by  this  means,  they  are  not  only  deprived 
of  the  fpending  of  great  fums  amongft  them,  but  are  fubjefted  to  the  tyranny  of  defpotic 
fervants,  who  are  always  worfe  than  the  mailers,  and  choofe  to  have  their  (hare  of  the 
plunder.     The  locum  tenem  of  a  well  known  dutchy  in  Franconia,  hardly  keeps  his  place 
more  than  feven  or  eight  years,  in  which  fhort  time  he  commonly  faves  enough  to  be 
no  longer  a  fervant.     This  will,  no  doubt,  make  you  think  of  the  fervants  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  Ealt-India  company,  who  hare  called  nabobs  at  their  return  ;   which  they,  literally 
fpeaking,  are,  at  the  expence  of  the  Indians.     It  is  thanks  to  (landing  armies  that  the 
people  of  this  country  are  as  quiet  as  they  are  under  their  nabobs.      In  the  famous  re- 
bellion which  broke  out  in  1425,  and  has  been  fo  well  defcribed  by  Gothe,  in  his  Gofs 
of  Berlichingen,  they  treated  the  princes,  dukes,  and  other  great  perfons,  in  a  very 
flrange  manner.     A  number  of  thefe  ruffians  having  made  them(elves  mafters  of  fome 
caftles  belonging  to  the  marquilfes  of  Hohenlo,  put  collars  round  their  necks,  and  cried 
out  under  their  nofe,  "  Now  are  we  mafters  of  Hohenloe,  and  ye  are  nothing  ?"     It  was 
very  impolitic  in  the  imperial  cities  of  Franconia,  Suabia,  and  the  circles  of  the  Rhine, 
to  be  accelTary  at  that  time  in  fubduing  the  peafants.     At  prefent  the  oppreflion  of  the 
prince  falls  as  heavily  upon  them  as  it  does  on  their  own  fubjefts ;  a  thing  they  might 
have  forefeen,  as  thefe  princes  were  already  fo  powerful,  by  means  of  their  (tanding 
armies,  that  the  falvation  of  the  cities  would  have  been  to  make  a  common  caufe  with 
the  peafants  againtt  them,  as  without  the  afliltance  then  afforded  by  thefe  cities,  the  in- 
furgents  v/ould  not  have  been  fubdued  ;  for  the  now  fo  weak  cities  of  Halie,  Bopfin- 
gen,  Dunckelfpuhl,  Nordlingen,  &c.  were  at  that  time  more  formidable  to  the  rebellious 
peafants,  than  the  greateft  princes ;  but  they  have  now  no  longer  any  fuch  fortunate 
opportunity  to  expedt. 

LETTER  LXI. 

Francforf. 
I  CAME  hither  through  the  SpefTart,  which  is  the  thickeft  forefl  I  have  met  with  in 
the  common  road.  In  the  fpace  of  twenty-feven  miles,  I  faw  only  a  fingle  village  and 
an  hunting  box  The  rtil  was  almoft  intirely  wood  and  hill.  Notwithltanding  all  this, 
the  road  is  a  very  wonderful  one  ;  and  the  Eleftor  of  Mentz,  to  whom  the  greateft  part 
of  the  country  belongs,  keeps  it  very  clear  from  robbers.  For  twenty  years  pafl  there 
have  hardly  been  two  inltances  of  any  perfon  having  been  attacked  in  thefe  frightful 
forefis ;  and  at  prefent  they  are  fo  fecure,  that  you  may  travel  through  them  in  the 
night  without  any  apprehen(ions.  At  Afchaffenburg,  a  pretty  German  town,  there  are 
always  thirty  huflar ,  who  travel  through  the  SpefTart  at  Itated  times,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  poffibility  of  an  accident.  If  all  the  princes  of  Germany  were  to  make  ufe  of 
their  forces  for  thefe  purpofes,  there  would  be  no  caufe  to  complain  or  their  military 
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eftablifliments,  or  the  tyrannical  manner  in  which  their  hufbandmen  are  treated.  The 
beauty  and  falubrity  of  its  fituation,  encouraged  me  to  make  an  excurfion  as  far  as  Af-, 
chaffenburg.  At  fome  diftance  north  and  eaftward,  you  fee  the  Speffart,  which  forms 
a  haif  circle  round  this  city,  and  proteds  it  from  the  high  winds.  The  country  about 
this  city  is  uncommonly  fruitful.  It  is  famous  for  producing  a  great  number  of  apple- 
trees,  with  the  fruit  of  which  they  make  a  cyder,  which  only  a  conuoiireur  can  diltin- 
guifh  from  true  wine.  It  is  often  exported  to  the  north  as  a  Rhenifli.  I  taded  fome  of 
it  that  was  feven  years  old  ;  it  had  a  great  deal  of  fire,  but  cofts  twenty-four  creutzers 
the  bottle,  a  price  for  which  you  may  have  very  good  wine. 

The  government  encourages  the  people  to  make  as  much  as  poffible  of  the  advantage 
of  their  fituation.  They  have  planted  mulberry-trees,  and  have  made  fome  very  good 
experiments  on  filk-worms.  On  the  banks  of  the  Maine,  near  the  city,  there  is  a  fine 
alley,  which  runs  through  a  very  extended  phiin.  You  meet  here  with  a  curious  me- 
morial of  the  fixteenth  century.  An  old  German  knight,  as  big  as  the  life,  and  armed 
at  all  pcin-^s,  is  kneeling  before  a  crucifix,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he  has  depofited  his 
helmet.  The  whole  has  the  appearance  of  an  immenfe  pyramid,  of  which  the  crofs 
forms  the  head,  and  the  knight  and  his  appurtenances  the  lower  parts.  The  Vv-ork  is 
extremely  good,  and  altogether  exhibits  a  very  ftriking  appearance  to  the  beholder. 

Francfort  is  a  fine  large  city.  There  is  no  town  in  Germany  which  has  larger  or 
jnore  magnificent  inns  than  thofe  of  this  place.  Excepting  Hamburgh,  this  is  the  only 
imperial  city  which  keeps  up  all  its  priftine  fplendour.  Whilfl;  Nurenberg,  Auglburg, 
and  feveral  others  about  it,  are  going  to  decay,  it  continues  to  thrive  and  to  improve. 
The  outfides  of  the  houfes  are  very  fplendid,  and  the  ftyle  of  the  architefture  ihews  that 
the  inhabitants  know  how  to  lay  out  their  money  with  tafte.  There  are  about  thirty 
inhabitants  in  the  place  who  are  worth  a  million  of  livres ;  and  you  may  name  above 
thirty  Calviniftic  houfes,  who  have  thirty  thoufand  guilders.  The  number  of  very  rich 
Catholics  and  Lutherans,  is  not  lefs  :  fo  that  in  all  there  may  be  about  two  hundred 
houfes  who  have  incomes  of  one  hundred  thoufand  guilders  *,  and  above.  There  is  a 
high  appearance  of  affluence  throughout.  The  furniture  of  their  houfes,  their  gardens, 
equipage,  drefs,  and  female  ornaments,  every  thing,  in  fhort,  befpeaks  a  fiate  above  the 
ordinary  citizen,  and  which  approaches  the  extreme  of  magnificence. 

The  trade  of  Francfort  is  extremely  hurtful  to  Germany.  According  to  the  accounts 
given  me  by  a  very  underftanding  merchant  of  this  place,  the  exports  of  German  com- 
modities by  this  channel  hardly  amount  to  a  tenth  of  the  imports  from  France,  Holland, 
Italy,  and  other  countries.  The  former  confift  of  iron  and  other  rough  or  worked 
metals,  (which  are  exported  moflly  into  France  and  Holland)  of  wine,  linen,  and  other 
infignificant  articles.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary,  are  made  up  of  all  kinds  of  fpices, 
female  ornaments,  handkerchiefs,  filks,  and  in  Ihort,  all  the  expenfive  articles  of  luxury 
furnifhed  by  Italy,  France,  and  Holland.  In  a  word,  Francfort  is  the  great  canal  by 
which  the  gold  of  the  empire  runs  out.  The  lofs  which  this  place  brings  on  the  coun- 
tries about  the  upper  parts  of  the  Rhine,  Danube,  and  Maine,  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
value  of  the  louis-d'ors.  As  all  the  payment  of  this  place  to  France  and  Holland,  mud 
be  made  in  this  coin,  they  are  commonly  worth  twelve  creutzer  more  here  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  Germany,  the  country  about  the  Lower  Rhine  only  excepted,  which 
drives  the  fame  kind  of  unpatriotic  trade.  The  older  people  of  this  place,  as  well  as  in 
Bavaria,  Franconia,  and  Suabia,  remember  the  times,  when,  after  the  operations  of 
Lewis  XIV.  our  louis  and  crown  pieces  were  the  coin  the  mod  commonly  to  be  met 
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vith  in  the  country.  But  now  they  arc  vei-y  feldom  found  in  the  ordinary  courfc  of 
trade.  Very  few  of  them  were  recoincd,  as  the  mint  cannot  cope  with  the  high  agio 
given  by  the  merchants  in  the  courfe  of  exchange.  They  are,  however,  fent  in  ivjaps 
to  Holland,  and  twenty  creutzer  for  every  louis-d'or  is  paid  above  the  market  price. 

There  are  ibme  woollen,  carpet,  and  cotton  manufactures  here,  and  in  the  country 
round.  Thefe  belong  in  part  to  the  merchants  of  the  place,  but  are  mofl  of  theni  only 
rented  by  them,  and  a  great  part  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Hanau,  are  fold  by 
third  hands  here.  Upon  the  whole,  the  entire  trade  of  this  place  is  a  mere  Jewifli  bufi- 
nefs,  which  employs  very  few  hand^  profitably,  and  is  in  a  great  meafure  fupported  by 
the  internal  confumption.  The  greateft  merchants  of  this  place  are  not  afliamed  of  being 
brokers  j  and  a  great  number  of  traders,  with  revenues  of  from  forty  to  fifty  or  fixty 
thoufand  guilders,  do  only  commiflion  bufmefs  ;  whereas,  if  they  had  more  activity, 
and  the  true  fpirit  of  induitry,  they  might:  make  ufe  of  their  money  to  more  advantage 
in  manufatlurcs. 

The  fituation  of  the  place  fecures  it  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  which 
have  made  it  fo  rich.  It  lies  in  the  midd  of  the  bed  part  of  Germany,  in  a  country, 
the  natural  weakh  of  which  is  favourable  to  luxury,  and  which  is  broken  into  fo  many 
fmall  ftates,  that  there  is  no  caui'e  to  fear  the  prohibition  of  foreign  wares.  It  has  not, 
like  Dantzick,  which  carries  on  the  lame  kind  of  trade,  but  is  now  nearly  ruined  by 
PrufTia  and  Poland,  powerful  and  enlightened  neighbours  to  cope  with,  who  are  atten- 
tive to  lofe  no  advantages  that  may  be  procured  to  their  own  fubjects. 

Francfort  contains  thirty-four  thoufand  inhabitants,  including  the  flrangers  conflantly 
refident.  Thofe  who  conie  for  the  fair  are  generally  eitimated  at  fome  thoufands. 
Amongil  thefe,  there  were  at  laft  fpring  fair  fifty  princes.  As  the  way  to  the  principal 
high  roads  of  Germany  lies  through  this  place,  all  the  perfons  of  confequence  who  go 
to  the  baths  and  watering  places,  commonly  take  Francfort  in  their  way  to  them.  This 
occafions  a  concouri'e  of  good  company  ;  and  the  apparatus  of  the  fair,  together  with 
the  liberty  of  living  which  prevails  at  thefe  times,  form  together  an  interefting  fpedtacle. 
The  German  nobility  come  here  from  many  caufes,  fuch  as  payments  and  fales  of  many 
kinds  to  make,  the  neighbourhood  of  powerful  courts,  and  various  other  reafons. 

i  he  government,  which  was  formerly  very  rigid,  has  now  fomewhat  relaxed,  and 
endeavours  to  make  the  flay  of  flrangers  as  agreeable  to  them  as  can  be.  During  the 
fair,  there  are  play-houfes,  concerts,  a  Vaux-hall,  fine  walks,  public  dancing-booths, 
and  women  of  the  town  in  abundance.  A  village  in  this  neighbourhood  called  Born- 
beim,  is  famous  all  over  Germany  for  its  brothels. 

-  Excepting  at  the  time  of  the  fair,  flrangers,  who  are  generally  here  in  great  numbers, 
are  but  ill  treated.  As  Francfort  is  one  of  the  ievj  imperial  cities  who  have  freed  them- 
felves  from  the  tyranny  of  the  excife  fyftem,  the  magiitrates,  who  have  lofl  confiderably 
by  lofmg  it,  endeavour  to  make  themfelves  amends  by  making  flrangers  feel  the  weight 
of  their  privileges.  For  inftance,  the  innkeepers  will  not  allow  a  ilranger  to  take  up 
his  quarters  at  a  private  houfe,  even  though  he  eats  at  his  inn.  The  httle  jealoufy  in- 
cident to  fmaller  flates,  but  which  you  would  not  expeft  to  meet  with  in  a  city  fo  con- 
fpicuous  as  this  is  for  its  ton,  fometimes  alfo  plays  flrangers  fcurvy  tricks.  A  few  years 
fmce,  two  miflreffes  of  a  German  prince,  with  large  revenues,  fettled  here,  and  fpent 
large  fums  of  money.  After  a  lime  they  were  banifhed  the  city  by  the  magiflrates,  under 
pretence  that  they  led  dillipated  and  idle  lives  ;  but  the  true  reafon  was,  that  the  ladies 
of  the  place,  who  could  not  afford  to  fpend  as  much  money  as  they  did,  grew  jealous  of 
them. 
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The  ever  increafing  luxury  of  the  Germans,  particularly  of  thofe  w]io  inhabit  the 
countries  round  this  place,  the  habit  the  German  mbleU'e  are  under  of  coming  hither  to 
make  a  figure,  the  increafing  care  of  the  magiifrate  to  procure  Grangers  every  kind  of 
pleafure,  the  admirable  roads  which  lead  hither  from  every  part  of  Germany,  and  the 
excellent  inns,  arc  the  reafons  why  this  fair  is  of  late  years  more  and  more  frequented. 
It  is  now  vifited  by  French  and  Englifh,  who  meet  here  with  every  article  of  luxury 
they  can  defire. 

In  general  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  rather  flitT  in  their  carnage.  There  is, 
however,  fome  excellent  company  to  be  met  with  amonglt  them.  Amongfl  the  patri- 
cians there  are  fevei'al  very  refpeclable  perfons  of  good  nobility  who  have  no  fhare  in 
the  magiPcracy. 

Francfort  has  ever  fupplied,  and  flill  continues  to  fupply  Germany  with  fome  of  its 
firft-rate  literati ;  and  you  meet  here  with  well-informed  men  in  every  branch  of  the 
arts  and  fciences.  The  only  thing  which  Hands  in  the  way  of  liberty  of  thought,  and 
refinement  of  manners,  and  alfo  affeds  trade  and  induftry  confiderably,  is  the  inquifi- 
torial  flate  of  the  Lutheran  clergy,  who  are  here  the  principal  church.  The  reformed, 
who,  in  proportion  of  ihcir  numbers,  are  without  a  doubt  the  richefl  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, have  not  yet  been  able,  with  all  their  pains,  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  worlliipping 
God  publicly  ;  though  the  Catholics,  whofe  religion  differs  much  more  than  theirs,  from 
that  of  the  eftabliflied  church,  have  more  chapels  than  any  other  feci,  and  the  Jews  have 
a  public  and  very  confiderable  fynagogue. 

The  number  of  Jews  fettled  here  is  about  fix  thoufand.  There  are  fome  who  are 
worth  a  million,  and  vie  with  the  Chrlftians  in  every  articles  of  expence.  Their  induftry 
is  not  to  be  conceived.  They  are  pimps,  language-mafters,  fencing-mafters,  dancing- 
mailers,  writing  and  arithmetic  mafters,  and  their  daughters  are  at  the  fervice  of  the 
unclrcumcifed.  Thofe  who  go  into  their  flreets,  are  in  danger  of  being  prefled  to  death 
by  them.  They  fall  upon  ftrangers  by  dozens,  and  compel  them  to  buy  their  wares. 
It  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  to  difentangle  himfelf  from  them  without  the  help  of  a  good 
Hick  ;  and  they  call  to  flrangers  from  the  dillance  of  three  or  four  hundred  paces.  The 
houfes  of  their  well-encompaifed  (Irects  are  filled  to  the  very  roofs  with  inhabitants.  In 
feven  of  them,  which  hardly  occupied  a  fpace  of  fifty  yards,  and  were  burned  down  fome 
years  fince,  there  were  twelve  hundred  perfons.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  often  only 
one  family  in  the  houfes  belonging  to  the  rich.  This  is  the  fign  of  an  incredible  afflu- 
ence,  for  houfe-rent  is  dearer  in  thefe  Itreets,  than  in  any  part  of  London,  Paris,  or  any 
other  great  city,  There  is  a  law  which  forbids  the  Jews  to  live  any  where  out  of  their 
flreets  j  but  the  magillrate  winks  at  the  breaking  of  it,  and  only  renews  it  from  time 
to  time  to  extort  money  from  thofe  who  choofe  to  live  elfewhere. 

The  celebrated  colleges  here  are  a  wonderful  infcitution.  Thefe  confilt  of  aflbcia- 
tions  of  people  of  the  fame  rank,  who  affemble  on  a  certain  day.  There  are  colleges  of 
nobility,  of  artifts  of  all  kinds,  of  bookfellers,  of  dodors  of  law  and  phyfic  ;  and,  in 
fnort,  of  all  orders.  It  is  not  difficult  for  a  ftranger  to  be  introduced  to  thefe,  and  the 
advantage  he  derives  by  it,  of  being  acquainted  in  an  hour  with  the  moll  reputable  peo- 
ple of  his  own  rank,  is  incredible. 

The  government  of  this  city  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  and  very  intricate.  The  conteft  be- 
tween the  ariflocracy  and  democracy  is  warmer  here  than  in  any  other  city  in  Germany. 
Hardly  a  year  paffes  but  the  burghers  begin  a  new  law-fuit  with  the  council,  or  the 
council  with  the  burghers.  The  confequence  is,  that  as  law-fuits  carried  before  the 
imperial  court  are  of  very  long  duration,  the  law-fuits  of  the  city  of  Francfort  againll 
itfelf,  already  amount  to  fome  dozens.     I  have  it  from  good  authority,  that  the  ftate 
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has  lait!  out  30,000  rlx-dollars,  in  the  lad  twenty  years,  annually,  in  expences  for  law- 
fuits  carried  on  betwixt  its  own  citizens.  x\.nd  as  the  f;)irit  of  pettyfogging  and  litigiouf- 
nefs  is  no  where  higher  than  it  is  here,  Francfort  is  likewife  engaged  in  perpetual  dif- 
putes  with  the  Princes,  Dukes,  and  MarquiflTes  round  it,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
lawyers  of  Vienna  and  Wefslar.  The  cofts  of  thefc,  during  the  above-mentioned  pe- 
riod, have  atiiounted  to  20,000  rix-dollars  aimually  ;  lb  that  when  we  come  to  cafl:  up 
ftate  expences,  we  may  lay  this  fingle  article  at  50,000  rix.  dollars.  The  annual  revenue 
of  the  (late  is  about  600,000  guilders,  or  30,000!.,  which  are  moitly  raifed  from  the 
excife  and  cuftoms.  The  contributions  of  the  burghers,  which  are  a  kind  of  tax,  are 
very  numerous.  They  are  laid  on  according  to  the  true  principles  of  a  commercial  com- 
monwealth. They  are  divided  into  two  portions,  viz.  the  large  tax  of  50  guilders,  and 
the  fmaller,  of  25  guilders  per  annum.  Every  burgher  has  the  liberty  of  paying  to 
the  large  or  fmali  fund,  and  confequently  taxes  himfelf.  If  I  miflake  not,  an  income 
of  3O5OC0  guilders  fubjecls  a  man  to  pay  the  higher  tax  ;  but  the  magiftracy  of  this  place 
has  not,  like  thofe  of  Nurenberg,  the  right,  fo  contrary  to  the  true  fpirit  of  trade,  of 
taking  an  inventory  of  the  circumftances  of  a  merchant.  This  leaves  the  merchants  at 
liberty  to  value  their  eftates  over  or  under  the  line  of  limitation  j  and  it  is  evidently  the 
intereft  of  every  merchant  to  pafs  for  a  man  of  an  eftate  of  more  than  30,000  guilders, 
and  contribute  to  the  large  tax. — Theclafs  of  inhabitants  to  which  all  the  reformed,  and 
likewife  a  large  part  of  the  Catholics  belong,  have  greater  taxes  to  pay.  The  latter 
may,  by  favour  of  the  magiftracy,  ari-ive  at  the  rights  of  burgefl'es,  but  not  take  part 
in  the  government.  The  former  are  entirely  excluded  froni  the  power  of  becoming 
b-urgefles. 


LETTER  LXII. 

Mentz. 
THE  country  between  this  place  and  Francfort,  particularly  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mentz,  is  one  of  the  richefl  I  have  hitherto  feen,  and  the  road  is  the  bed:  and 
handfomeft  I  have  met  with  in  Germany.  Till  within  three  miles  of  Francfort,  it  is  in 
a  ftraight  line,  raifed,  paved,  and  guarded  on  both  fides  with  high  ftones,  which  fecure 
the  foot-paflengers  from  waggons  and  horfes.  The  only  defect  in  this  road  is,  that  it 
is  too  narrow  in  the  middle  for  two  waggons  to  pafs.  All  the  roads  through  the  do- 
main of  the  city  of  Francfort  are  built  in  the  fame  magnificent  flvle,  fo  that  it  is  elti- 
mated  that  every  three  miles  has  cod  the  city  above  60,000  guilders,  or  6000I.  The 
chauffle  in  the  one-and-twenty  miles  belonging  to  Mentz,  is  not  raifed  in  fo  expenfivea 
ityle  as  that  of  Francfort,  but  it  is  broader ;  it  is  planted  with  trees  on  both  fides  all  the 
way,  and  very  \ve\\  kept.  Here  and  there  you  meet  with  noble  alleys  of  walnut  and 
other  fruit-trees,  the  villages  at  the  end  of  which  exhibit  beautiful  perfpedives.  There 
is  hardly  a  road  in  Germany  more  frequented  than  this  ;  the  place  of  poft-mader  of  Ha- 
terlheim,  a  place  midway  between  the  two  cities,  is  the  bed  of  any  of  the  territories  of 
the  imperial  free  cities.  In  the  territory  of  Mentz,  each  horfe  pays  two-pence  chauj'ee 
money  at  every  pod,  and  each  of  the  three  pods  bring  in  6000  guilders.  At  leall  fe- 
venty-two  thoufand  horfes  pafs  this  road  every  year,  befides  a  great  number  of  horfes 
belonging  to  private  perfons,  not  taken  into  the  account.  There  likewife  go  every  day 
between  the  two  cities  two- large  vedels,  which  are  conilantly  filled  with  men  and  mer- 
chandize. I  met  with  waggons  on  this  road,  which,  at  a  didance,  looked  like  large 
houfes.     They  were  drawn  by  fixteen  or  eighteen  horfes,  and,  as  the  waggoners  affured 
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me,  carried  loads  of  one  hundred  and  forty  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  hundred  weight. 
They  generally  go  from  Francfort  to  Strafburg. 

We  came  through  the  pretty  little  city  of  riochfl,  which  is  fituated  very  pleafantly 
and  wholefomely,  on  an  elevation  fix  miles  from  Francfort.  I  fliould  not  have  made 
mention  of  this  place,  but  to  fet  right  a  millake  into  which.Mr.  Moore  has  fallen ;  in 
doing  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  lay  before  you  a  very  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
political  mifmanagement  oi"  two  different  governments. 

Near  this  little  town  you  fee  a  magnificent  country-houfe,  the  architecture  of  which 
is  nor  very  good.  The  builder  is  an  Italian  of  the  name  of  Bolongaro,  who,  without  a 
penny  of  original  fortune,  has  found  means  to  acquire,  entirely  by  his  own  induftry,  a 
capital  of  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  guilders.  He  made  his  fortune  en- 
tirely by  the  fnuff  which  bears  his  name,  which  is  (Hll  extremely  liked  throughout  all 
Germany.  This  man  was  ranked  in  the  clafs  of  inhabitants ;  1  do  not  know  exactly 
whether  he  was  defirous  to  leave  the  city,  or  whether  the  government  of  Francfort  had 
wccafion  to  tax  him  afrefh  as  an  out-burgher ;  be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  called  upon  to 
lay  an  account  of  his  circumftances  before  the  regency.  He  offered  an  immenfe  funi 
of  money  if  they  would  take  his  word  for  the  fum  total,  without  defcending  into  parti- 
culars ;  but  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but  an  inventory,  which  they  infifted  on  with 
all  the  obftinacy  and  harflinefs  of  a  fmall  ftate.  It  fo  happens  that  there  is  a  compad 
fubfifting  between  the  ftates  of  Mentz  and  Francfort,  by  which  the  burgeffes  of  the  one 
are  allowed  to  migrate  to  the  other,  without  let  or  moleflation.  Bolongaro  determined 
to  feize  the  opportunity  to  revenge  himfelf  of  a  government  who  had  treated  him  fo  ill. 
He  accordingly  built  at  Hochft,  and  becatne  a  fubjeQ:  of  Mentz,  which  faved  him  from 
theneceifity  of  laying  an  inventory  of  his  efiate  before  the  magiflracy  of  Francfort,  and 
enabled  him  to  go  there  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  without  leaving  a  creutzer  *  behind  him. 
Mr.  Moore  fays  that  the  immenfe  palace  which  he  has  built  at  Hochff,  ftands  quite 
empty  ;  but  we  fnall  eafily  conceive  how  much  bufinefs  is  carried  on  there,  if  we  con- 
fider  that  Mr.  Bolongaro  now  pays  at  lead  8000  guilders  lefs  to  the  cufioms  at  Franc- 
fort than  he  did  before,  when  his  whole  bufinefs  was  done  in  that  city.  He  has  alfo 
contrived  that  great  part  of  the  confignments  fent  from  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  the 
feveral  parts  of  Heflia  and  Hanover  into  Suabia,  Alfatia,  and  Switzerland,  fhould  go 
through  Hochft:  inftead  of  going  through  Francfort  as  they  did  before.  The  legiflature 
of  Mentz  has  much  facilitated  this  by  building  him  a  crane  on  the  Maine,  before  his 
palace. 

Mr.  Bolongaro  has  carried  his  revenge  ilill  farther.  He  took  Mr.  Beggiora,  one  of 
the  acutefl;  and  moft  intelligent  of  his  countrymen,  out  of  one  of  the  beft  houfes  of 
Francfort,  and  entered  into  partnerfhip  with  him  for  elfablifliing  a  commerce  la  drugs, 
the  moft  capital  branch  of  trade  in  Francfort,  at  Hochft.  The  bare  firm  of  Mr.  Bolon- 
garo was  of  unfpeakable  fervice  to  this  trade,  and  foon  repaid  him,  with  interelt,  the 
fums  he  had  advanced ;  but  befides  this,  the  partner  enjoyed  the  exemption  of  cuftoms 
which  Bolongaro  had  obtained  from  the  regency  of  Mentz,  for  twenty  years.  The 
confequence  was,  that  this  new  branch  of  trade  was  opened  to  fo  much  advantage,  as 
foon  to  put  160,000  guilders,  or  i6,coo!.  into  Mr.  Bolongaro's  pocket.  All  this 
ihews  that  the  regency  of  Francfort  committed  a  great  offence  algainft  the  profperity  of 
the  country,  by  the  perfecution  of  Mr.  Bolongaro;  and  that  Mr.  Moore,  who  doubt- 
lefs  fitw  Bolongaro's  building  in  companv  with  the  Francfortians,  and  through  their 
eyes,  would  not  have  found  it  fo  empty  if  he  had  feen  it  with  his  own.   , 
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The  regency  of  Mcntz  were  not,  however,  guilty  of  a  lefs  fault  in  their  adoption  of 
Mr.  Bolongaro,  than  that  of  Francfort  in  their  perfccution  of  him.  The  poffeflbrs  of 
millions  are  not  always  beneficial  inhabitants  to  a  fmall  (tate;  on  the  contrary,  a  couple 
of  dozen  of  weavers'  looms,  which  fupport  an  indudrious  man  in  a  creditable  manner, 
are  at  all  times  of  more  value  than  ever  fo  many  palaces  of  this  Bolongaro  kind.  The 
court  of  Mentz  has  paid  very  dearly  for  the  honour  of  having  this  rich  man  for  its  fub- 
jedf,  by  entering  into  contracts  very  advantageous  to  him,  but  much  otherwife  to  the 
Hate.  Mr.  Bolongaro  engaged  to  fpend  a  certain  fum,  I  believe  20,000  guilders  *,  every 
year,  during  twenty  years,  in  building  at  Hochft .  For  this  the  government  of  Mentz 
granted  him  an  exemption  of  all  cuitoms  for  twenty  years,  an  illimited  freedom  of  trade, 
as  much  (tone  as  he  chofe  to  take  from  the  ruins  of  an  old  caflle,  and  four  horfes  free 
from  taxes  for  his  own  ufe.  The  exemption  of  cuftoms  alone,  and  the  liberty  to  leave 
Francfort,  are  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  promifed  buildings  of  twenty  years  ;  but 
even  thefe  lad  he  has  contrived  to  turn  entirely  to  his  own  advantage.  He  had  made 
the  regency  of  Mentz  believe,  in  his  boafting  and  magnificent  manner,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  twenty  years,  he  would  build  them  a  fuperb  new  town,  which  he  propofed  to  call 
Emmerickftadt,  in  honour  of  the  dead  eleflor  ;  but  all  he  did  was  to  build  feme  houfes 
adjoining  to  his  palace,  which  no  doubt  Mr.  Moore  took  for  the  wings  of  it.  It  is 
certain  that  Mr.  Bolongaro  fcarce  expended  half  the  yearly  fum  he  had  covenanted  to 
do  ;  and  that  for  many  years  the  whole  town  of  Emmerickftadt,  from  whence  he  dated 
his  letters  to  all  the  world,  was  occupied  by  his  own  compting-houfe  only. 

Still,  however,  might  the  regency  of  Mentz  have  been  excufable  for  laying  out  fo 
much  in  the  acquifition  of  this  rich  citizen,  had  fome  part  of  his  money  at  leaft  been 
devoted  to  the  employment  of  ufeful  hands,  or  fome  part  of  his  fubftance  fpent  for  the 
benefit  of  the  ftate  ;  but  excepting  a  few  plaifterers  and  carpenters,  no  fubjeft  of  Mentz 
has  feen  a  penny  of  Mr.  Bolongaro's  money.  Almoft  all  his  tobacco  is  prepared  out 
of  the  country,  and  even  the  greatefl:  part  of  it  exported  from  Francfort,  where  his  prin- 
cipal warehoufes  and  magazines  ftill  are.  He  only  removed  that  part  of  his  trade  to 
Hochft,  which  he  could  not  carry  on  fo  well  at  Francfort,  and  availed  himfelf  of  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  of  Mentz,  to  hurt  the  former  city,  without  being  of  the  leaft  ufe 
to  the  latter :  nay,  it  is  ftill  free  for  him  or  his  heirs  to  leave  Hocft  whenever  they 
pleafe,  and  make  it  up  with  Francfort:.  In  the  mean  time  he  has  built  himfelf  a  palace 
for  the  fummer  in  the  cheapeft  manner,  and  furrounded  it  with  common  houfes,  the 
rents  of  which  will  richly  pay  him  for  the  fums  he  has  laid  out  upon  them. 

This,  however,  was  only  a  political  error  in  the  regency  of  Mentz ;  but  the  univerfal 
liberty  of  trade  granted  to  Mr.  Bolongaro  is  an  unpardonable  offence,  both  againft  mo- 
rals and  politics.  This  man,  who  originally  was  lower  than  the  dirt  in  the  itreets,  be- 
came a  miracle  of  popular  infolence.  There  are  examples  of  his  niggardlinefs,  which 
almoft  furpafs  all  conception,  and  they  are  the  more  ftrong  from  being  a  fingular  contraft 
to  the  brutal  and  oifenfive  magnificence  that  is  peculiar  to  him.  The  pride  of  doing 
niifchief,  has  led  him  to  make  his  fellow-citzens  feel  the  weight  of  his  money  in  every 
tranfadion  by  which  a  penny  is  to  be  got.  There  were  eight  or  nine  retail  merchants 
in  the  little  town  of  Hochft,  who  contrived  to  live  honourably,  and  carry  on  a  fmall 
trade.  Mr.  Bolongaro  could  not  reft  contented  with  the  great  advantage  his  own  com- 
merce enjoyed  from  the  exclufive  privilege  given  him,  but  he  muft  make  ufe  of  it,  if 
not  to  the  total  ruin,  to  the  maniieft  opprellion  of  thefe  poor  people.  Fie  therefore 
opened  a  druggift's  fhop  for  the  fale  of  his  goods  in  the  retail  way.     The  regency  of 
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Mentz,  though  a£l!ng  upon  much  better  principles  than  any  other  of  the  ecclcfiaftical 
flates  of  Gerniany,  had  fhll  not  fenfe  enough  to  fee  that  eight  middling  and  decent  trades- 
people are  a  greater  acquihtion  to  a  country  than  one  very  rich  one,  even  when  the  ca- 
pital of  the  latter  is  a  thoufand  times  greater  than  that  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Bolongaro's  abject  fphit  carried  him  Hill  farther.  He  wanted  a  monopoly  of  all 
tlie  moll  important  articles  of  commerce,  and  to  obtain  it,  offered  the  regency  a  large 
futn  ;   but  this  the  prefcnt  prince  would  not  accept. 

To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  his  crimes,  Bolongaro  brought  a  complaint  againft  the  fifli- 
ennen  of  the  place,  for  having  hurt  fome  tree  or  flatue  in  his  garden,  and  infifted  on 
their  being  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  fifliing  in  the  river  Nid,  which  runs  under  the 
wall  of  his  garden  into  the  Maine.  This  too  the  regency  was  weak  and  wicked  enough 
to  grant :  thus  robbing  of  their  bread  a  number  of  poor  families,  in  order  to  ferve  a 
wretch,  whofe  charafter  I  cannot  better  fum  up,  than  by  telling  you  he  gave  an  old 
iriend,  who  had  met  with  misfortunes,  and  was  come  a  great  way  in  hopes  of  receiving 
aflilfance  from  this  profperous  countryman  of  his,  a  (ingle  four  feus  piece  *,  and  that  the 
worft  he  could  pick  out  of  his  purfe. 

I  fhould  not  have  detained  you  thus  long  with  this  trifling  incident,  but  to  fhew  how 
fondly  the  fmall  dates  of  Germany  purchafe  the  power  of  doing  each  other  harm  ;  for 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  defire  of  hurting  Francfort  was  the  true  caufe  that  led  the  re- 
gency of  Mentz  to  give  this  ridiculous  protection. 

I  vifited  the  china  manufadure  at  Hochft ;  it  is  not  hitherto  in  very  brilliant  circum- 
ffances  ;  it  is  divided  into  fliares,  the  poflefibrs  of  which  are  not  men  calculated  to  do 
what  is  befl:  for  the  whole :  they  are,  however,  hard  at  work  upon  plans  to  improve  it. 
Amongll  other  people  engaged  in  them,  I  vifited  Mr.  Melchior,  who  is  certainly  one  of 
the  greateft  ftatuaries  now  exifting,  and  has  an  unfpeakable  love  for  his  art.  There  are 
but  few  great  works  of  his,  though  what  he  has  done  in  this  way  is  inimitable ;  but  he  is 
without  a  rival  in  fmall  models,  and  it  is  to  his  labours  that  this  porcelane  manufactory 
owes  its  celebrity. 

The  villages  and  farms  which  we  met  w  ith  on  the  way  to  Francfort  hither,  would  pafs 
for  towns  in  Bavaria,  or  the  north  of  Germany.  They  all  befpeak  a  high  (late  of  opu- 
lence  in  the  inhabitants.  The  beggars  one  occafionally  fees,  are  a  confequence  of  the 
way  of  thinking  of  the  German  catholics,  and  the  opinions  of  their  governors,  which  I 
mentioned  in  fpeaking  of  Wurtzburg.  A  peafant  is  in  general  extremely  happy  through- 
out the  whole  country.  He  is  almoft  every  where  a  freeman,  and  opprefled  with  no 
hard  taxes.  A  little  more  care  to  provide  employments  for  the  hands  that  could  be 
fpared  from  agriculture,  with  a  little  more  attention  to  education,  in  order  to  infpire  the 
people  with  a  greater  difguft  to  begging,  would  make  this  government  almoft  perie6t. 
In  the  neighbouring  country  of  Darmftadt,  which  I  likewife  vifited  from  Francfort,  the 
peafant  is  by  no  means  fo  rich  as  the  inhabitant  of  the  territory  of  Mentz,  for  nature 
has  not  been  fo  liberal  to  him,  and  he  is  loaded  with  more  taxes  ;  but  he  is  cleaner  and 
more  aftive ;   nor  w  ill  you  fee  fo  many  beggars  in  the  ftreets  of  Darmftadt. 

Till  within  fix  miles  of  Mentz,  the  inhabitants  live  chiefly  on  their  agriculture.  The 
earth  yields  uncommon  returns,  and  the  corn  of  this  country  is  imported  far  and  wide 
on  the  Rhine.  There  are  alfo  large  quantities  of  fruits  and  gi-eens  of  all  kinds;  excel- 
lent  aiparagus  and  cabbage  are  the  food  of  the  mofl:  common  people :  nor  is  there  a 
place  in  Germany  where  the  people  are  fo  fond  of  them,  or  have  a  greater  fupply  of 
pxovifione  of  this  kind.     Great  ihip-Ioads  of  their  cabbages,  as  well  raw  as  pickled,  are 
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carried  down  the  Lower  Rhine,  as  far  as  Holland.  The  little  city  of  Croneburg,  fitu- 
ated  on  an  eminence  fix  miles  off"  the  main  road,  drives  a  trade  with  Holland  to  the 
amount  of  8000  guildei's  a  year  for  apples,  cyder,  and  chefnuts,  of  which  lafl  it  has  large 
groves.  All  the  villages  of  the  country  lie  in  orchards  of  trees,  and  command  large 
fields  of  corn  below.  Thefe  numerous  orchards  make  the  country  look  a  little  poor, 
though  it  is  as  well  cultivated  as  any  other  part  of  Germany.  In  the  ftrip  of  land  which 
lies  betwixt  Francfort,  Mentz,  and  the  nearell  hills  to  the  north  of  Mentz,  containing 
a  fpace'  of  about  twelve  miles  long,  and  fix  broad,  they  reckon  eight  little  cities, 
five  large  market  towns,  and  about  eighty  villages,  few  of  which  contain  lefs  than  fixty 
families. 

At  Wickeard,  a  place  which  is  fix  miles  from  Mentz,  the  nature  of  the  country  intirely 
changfes;  an  arm  of  the  large  mountain  called  Wetteraw,  extends  itfelf  here  to  the  banks 
of  the  Maine,  and  forms  a  couple  of  large  hills,  on  the  one  of  which,  Wickeard,  and  on 
the  other,  Hocheim  is  fituated.     The  fouthern  and  weftern  fides  of  the  former  produce 
an  excellent  wine.     The  eaftern  fide  of  the  fecond  yields  admirable  corn  ;  and  the  parts 
of  it  expofed  to  the  fouth  and  weft,  afford  the  moft  delicious  wine,  without  coniparifon, 
of  all  Germany.     The  little  village  of  Hocheim,  from  whence  the  Englifli  give  all  kinds 
of  Rhenifh  wine  the  name  of  Hock,  contains  about  three  hundred  families.     A  prettier 
village  1  have  not  feen.     It  belongs  to  the  chapter  of  Mentz,  the  Dean  of  which  enjoys 
the  revenue  of  it;  in  a  good  year  he  makes  from  12  to  15,000  guilders  of  his  wine. 
He  and  the  Auguftines  of  Mentz  and  Francfort,  have  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  the 
bed  Hocheimer  wine,  of  which,  in  good  years,  a  piece,  confifting  of  one  hundred  mea- 
fures,  fells  for  from  900  to  1 000  guilders  from  the  prefs.     This  is  certaiuly  one  of  the 
deareft  wines  in  the  world.     Having  a  defire  to  tafte  it  on  the  fpot,  we  were  obliged  to 
pay  a  rix  dollar  ;  it  was,  however,   of   the  beft  vintage  in  this  century,  to  wit,   that  of  • 
1766.     Nor  ihould  we  have  had  if,  but  for  an  advocate  of  Mentz,  to  whom  the  hoftefs 
meant  to  fliew  favour.     This  was  the  firft  German  wine  I  had  met  with  which  was  in- 
tirely w  ithout  any  four  tafte :  it  was  quite  a  perfume  to  the  tongue  ;  whereas  the  other 
wjne  of  Hocheim,  let  it  be  as  good  as  it  may,  is  not  quite  clear  of  vinegar ;   though  for- 
this  alfo,  if  it  has  any  age,  you  are  forced  to  pay  a  guilder  and  a  half.     The  whole  way 
from  Hocheim  to  Mentz,  was  the  moft  beautiful  of  the  whole  journey  during  three  miles. 
It  lay  along  the  flope  of  the  hill,  covered  with  vineyards,  which  are  ihaded  from  the  road 
by  beautiful  fruit-trees.     This  defcent  commands  a  beautiful  profped,  over  a  fmall,  but 
uncommonly  rich  country,   terminated  by  the  conflux  of  the  Rhine  and  Maine.     The 
fine  wine  does  not  grow  on  this  fide  of  the  hill,  but  on  the  other.     From  hence  you  de- 
fcend  into  a  vale,  watered  by  a  little  rivulet,  where  corn-fields,  meadows,  and  orchards, 
form  the  prettieft  profped  imaginable.     At  the  left,  through  an  orchard  of  fruit-trees, 
you  fee  the  beautiful  village  of  Koftheim.     The  way  then  winds  through  the  orchards 
and  vineyards  of  the  large  village  of  Caffel,  which  appears  diredly  oppofite  to  Mentz, 
at  the  end  of  a  fine  alley  leading  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

As  foon  as  you  arrive  at  the  bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  Rhine,  you  are  ftruck  with  one 
of  the  moft  magnificent  fpedacles  that  it  is  poflible  for  human  imagination  to  conceive. 
The  proud  ftream  which  has  nowfvvallowed  up  the  Maine,  and  is  fourteen  hundred  feet 
broad,  comes  out  of  a  plain  which  extends  as  far  as  the  horizon  ;  but  at  Mentz  large 
hills  come  athwart  its  courfe,  and  compel  it,  after  forming  fome  iflands,  to  change  the 
northern  direftion,  which  it  has  kept  from  Switzerland  hither,  for  a  weftern  one.  It  is 
thefe  hills,  on  the  flopes  of  which  you  behold  feveral  habitations,  which  form  that  cele- 
brated amphitheatre  called  the  Rhinegau,  the  throne  of  the  German  Bacchus.  The 
Rhine  ftill  keeps  the  beautiful  green  fo  much  admired  in  Switzerland;  and  even  at  fome 
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diftance  below  this  city,  the  diflerence  of  its  waters  and  thofe  of  tlie  muddy  Maine,  is 
eafily  to  be  difcerned.  Diredlly  before  your  eyes  you  have  the  city  of  Mentz,  which 
prelents  itfelf  with  a  majefty  not  to  be  defcribed.  The  numberlefs  boats  which  deck  its 
banks,  as  well  as  the  numerous  and  magnificent  towers  of  its  churches,  are  reflefted  by 
the  clear  ftream.  The  length  of  the  city  towards  the  Rhine,  including  the  fortifications, 
is  at  leafl  a  mile  and  a  half.  Amidfl;  the  large  and  fomething  dark  mafs  of  old  build- 
ings, you  fee  now  and  then  a  few  new  ones  ffrike  out,  which  form  a  pleafing  contrafi:. 
Both  the  houfes  towards  the  Rhine,  and  thofe  at  the  two  ends  of  the  city,  are  here  and 
there  ornamented  with  a  rich  green.  In  a  word,  the  fituation  of  Drelden,  magnificent 
as  it  is,  is  hardly  to  be  compared  with  that  of  Mentz. 

When  you  come  into  the  city  the  beauty  of  the  profpeft  is  much  changed.  The 
ftreets  are  dark,  narrow,  and  not  very  clean. — But  before  I  fay  any  thing  more  of  Mentz, 
I  mud  give  you  an  account  of  fome  excurfions  I  made  from  Francfort  into  the  neigh- 
bouring cities. 

I  took  a  ride  to  Darmftadt,  which  is  a  fmall  but  lovely  place.  At  Francfort  they  had 
defcribed  the  people  to  me  as  ftiff,  but  I  found  the  circle  in  which  I  lived,  and  which 
confifted  of  fome  counfellers  and  officers,  uncommonly  affable,  genteel,  and  eafy.  In- 
deed were  it  in  my  power,  I  wifli  for  no  better  company  to  make  me  relifli  life  than  that 
I  met  with  at  Darmftadt ;  nor  do  I  know  a  place  where  I  fhould  pitch  my  tent  fo  wil- 
lingly, if  it  depended  upon  myfelf  to  fix  the  place  of  my  abode.  You  are  in  the  midfl; 
of  feveral  large  cities,  not  far  diftant  from  each  other.  The  company  is  fuch  as  you  can 
only  meet  with  in  large  cities.  The  air  is  good  ;  the  provifions  cheap  ;  and  you  have 
it  always  in  your  power  to  unite  the  city  and  country  life.  Add  to  this,  that  the  popu- 
larity of  the  court,  the  delicate  Englifh  garden  open  to  every  body,  the  magnificent  pa- 
rade, the  number  of  agreeable  women,  and  the  hunting  parties,  which  are  to  be  made 
at  no  great  expence,  render  it  a  moft  defirable  habitation. 

The  talents  of  the  reigning  prince  are  altogether  of  the  military  kind.  He  refides  little 
at  Darmftadt ;  but  the  hereditary  prince,  who  is  conftantly  there,  is  one  of  the  moll 
agreeable  and  befl  men  in  the  world.  ?Ie  knows  nothing  of  the  hauteur  which  encom- 
paffes  fo  many  other  German  princes,  and  banlllies  flrangers  from  them.  The  income 
of  this  court  is  eftimated  to  amount  to  1,150,000  Rhenifh  guilders,  or  about  1 15,000 
pounds  J  a  great  part,  however,  of  this,  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  principal 
or  intereft  of  old  debts.— This  is  the  fituation  of  all  the  German  courts. 

This  part  of  the  territory  of  Darmftadt,  which  lies  betwixt  the  Rhine,  the  Maine,  the 
Bergflrafle,  and  the  Odenwald,  is  the  molt  confiderable  of  them  in  extent,  but  by  no 
means  the  beft ;  it  is  made  up  chiefly  of  fandy  plains  and  thick  forefts,  the  belt  part  of 
which  is  the  Black  Wood.  Some  diftrids  on  the  Bergflraffe  and  the  Odenwald  are  un- 
commonly fruitful ;  but  in  general  the  pofTelTions  of  this  houfe,  which  lay  in  the  Wet- 
terau,  are  much  richer  than  this  part  of  the  marquifate  of  Caffeneln-Bogen.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  there  is  a  great  degree  of  opulence  amongft  the  peafants;  their  induftry, 
and  the  aftivity  and  wifdom  of  the  government,  making  up  for  what  nature  has  refufed 
them.  The  villages  in  this  country  have  an  uncommonly  neat  and  gay  afpeft.  The 
corn  afforded  by  thefe  fandy  plains,  the  quantity  of  wood,  and  the  large  quantity  of  gar- 
den fluff,  together  with  the  other  produce  of  their  agriculture,  bring  confiderable  fums 
to  the  country.  The  little  hamlet  of  Gerau  fells  from  4  to  5000  guilders-worth  of  cab- 
bage, which  is  looked  upon  as  the  bell  in  this  country,  every  year.  The  afparagus  of 
Darmftadt  are  famous  all  over  Germany  for  their  beauty  and  fize:  at  feveral  places  they 
likewife  make  a  wine,  which  is  very  tolerable. 

8  The 


RIESBECK's    travels    through    GERMANY.  249 

The  peafants  of  this  country  ai'e  a  very  flrong  and  handfomc  race  of  men,  well  boned 
and  well  finewcd.  Better  or  more  adive  troops  than  the  three  Darmftadt  regiments  of 
infantry,  are  not  to  be  fcen  in  Germany  ;  the  Fruflian  troops  themfelves  not  excepted. 
They  confift  of  about  fix  thoufand  men.  The  regiment  of  them  quartered  at  Firma- 
fentz  is  vifited  and  admired  by  our  officers  from  Stratzburg,  Landau,  Fort  Lewis,  and 
other  places.  It  is  indeed  a  pattern  of  difcipline,  occonomy,  and  good  behaviour.  The 
wonderful  military  talents  of  the  Prince  of  Darmftadt  give  the  grcatefl  expedations  of 
the  regiment  called  formerly  the  Royal  Baviere,  which  he  commanded  in  our  army. 
The  prince  is  commonly  much  blamed  for  his  military  turn  ;  but  his  troops  are  really 
no  detriment  to  the  country  ;  it  is  incredible  how  little  they  cod  ;  and  as  they  have  fre- 
quent furloughs  granted,  agriculture  fuifers  nothing  from  them  :  they  are,  in  fad,  only 
a  well-difciplined  and  well-regulated  militia.  Nor  is  the  military  education  without  its 
advantages  in  other  refpefts  ;  one  immediately  fees,  upon  looking  at  thefe  peal'ants,  that 
they  have  feen  fervice  ;  for  the  natural  confequenccs  of  it,  a  peculiar  degree  of  order, 
cleanlinefs,  and  aftivity,  didinguifli  them  from  their  neighbours.  Nor  are  thefe  troops 
commodities  for  the  market,  like  thofe  of  many  other  German  princes.  The  Englifli 
dealer.  General  Fawcet,  offered  a  much  higher  price  for  them  than  what  he  gave  the 
Landgrave  of  Heile  ;  but  he  met  with  a  flat  denial,  though  his  money  would  have  been 
of  great  fervice  for  the  payment  of  old  debts. 

In  my  way  from  Afchaftenburg  to  Francfort,  I  came  through  Hanau.  The  country 
belonging  to  the  prince  of  that  name  produces  a  great  deal  of  corn,  wood,  wine,  and 
fait,  which  may  bring  in  about  50,000  Rhenifli  guilders,  or  about  5000  pounds  yearly. 
Hanau  is  a  very  pretty  and  well-peopled  city,  in  which  there  are  feveral  manufactures, 
particularly  of  woollen  ffuifs.  The  reigning  prince  is  the  mofl  amiable  man  I  have  yet 
met  with  amongfl  the  German  potentates.  Every  flranger  who  has  either  rank,  merit, 
or  knowledge,  to  diitinguifli  him,  is  fecure  of  a  good  reception  at  his  court.  1  am  ac- 
quainted with  no  perfon  of  that  high  rank,  who  lets  a  ftranger  feel  his  elevation  fo  httle 
as  this  fovereign  does.  He  can  fo  thoroughly  divefl  himfeif  of  his  llation,  that  I  know 
few  perfons  who  equal  him  either  in  the  choice  or  enjoyment  of  the  plcafures  of  fociety. 
His  brother  is  as  amiable  as  himfeif:  they  are  both  zealous  free-mafons.  He  is  blamed, 
as  well  as  the  Prince  of  Darmftadt,  on  account  of  the  number  of  his  troops;  but  as  he 
is  heir  of  Caffel,  the  government  of  which  is  intirely  military,  this  reproach  is  of  little 
confequence. 

Francfort  commands  a  mofl  beautiful  coimtry  on  all  fides.  The  villages  and  hamlets 
of  this  country  would  pafs  for  towns  in'  other  places.  In  all  Bavaria  there  is  not  a  city, 
excepting  Munich  only,  which  can  vie  with  the  hamlet  of  Hofenbach,  three  miles  diflant 
from  Francfort,  either  in  beauty,  population,  or  riches. 

I  made  an  excurfion,  with  a  gentleman  of  Francfort,  to  Homberg  •von  der 
Hohe,  the  refidence  of  a  prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Heffe,  who  takes  his  name  from 
this  little  town.  The  territory  of  this  prince  confifts  only  of  a  few  fmall  vil- 
lages, in  one  of  which  there  is  a  very  rich  colony  of  Huguenots.  The  proper  name  of 
this  is  Frederickfdorf,  but  in  the  whole  country  they  call  it  Walfchdorf.  This  arifes  from 
our  being  called  Welches  in  this  country ;  a  name  which  in  Bavaria  and  Auflria  is  com- 
monly given  to  the  Italians.  There  are  good  manufaftures  here,  particularly  of  vari- 
ous woollen  fluffs.  The  court  is  like  the  city,  exceedingly  fmall ;  but  flrangers  are 
made  very  welcome.  The  Princefs,  who  is  a  filler  to  the  late  Grand  Duchefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  the  Duchefs  of  Weimar,  and  the  Margravine  of  Baden,  is  one  of  the  mofl  refpeft- 
able  women  I  have  ever  feen.  The  education  of  thefe  four  princeffes  does  the  utmofl 
honour  to  all  Germany,  as  well  as  to  their  refpeftable  mother.^  whofe  raagnificerit  grave, 
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in  the  park  of  Darmftadt,  is  a  lading  memorial  of  her  uncorrupt  tafle  and  noble  wa) 
of  thinking.  The  Prince  of  Homberg  is  alfo  a  well  educated  man  ;  fo  that  this  court, 
fmall  as  it  is,  was  one  of  tbofe  I  admired  mofl:  in  all  Germany.  The  whole  of  its  in- 
come does  not  amount  to  more  than  100,000  rix  dollars,  or  io,cool. 

The  country  betwixt  Francfort,  Homberg,  Cronberg,  and  Rodelheim,  is  thick  fet 
with  villages  and  hamlets,  which  form  the  prcttien:  inland  piclure  imaginable.  You  fel- 
dom  meet  with  a  pleafanter  landfcape  than  from  the  view  at  Oberurfel,  a  large  hamlet 
in  the  territory  of  Mentz,  which  lies  between  Cronberg  and  Homberg.  The  noife  of 
fome  iron  and  copper  hammers  has  an  exceeding  good  effect. 

We  met  with  an  adventure  in  this  country,  which  I  fliall  all  my  life  long  recollect 
with  the  greatell  pleafure.  Behind  Cronberg  the  mountain  called  Altkoniger,  or  the 
old  king,  raifes  its  bare  head  high  above  the  ridge  of  hills,  which  proteft  the  fine  plain 
along  the  fide  of  the  Maine,  between  Francfort  and  Mentz,  from  the  rude  north  wind. 
They  tell  many  ftrange  flories  of  this  hills,  and  of  an  old  ruinous  caflle  which  (lands 
on  it.  We  afcended  him  with  fome  difficulty,  but  at  the  top  met  with  a  fpeftacle  which 
will  never  go  out  of  my  remembrance.  Diredly  to  the  fouth  you  overlook  a  plain 
thirty-three  miles  broad,  which  is  terminated  by  the  fummits  of  the  Odenzvalde  and  the 
Speffart.  Here  you  may  difcern  all  the  villages,  hamlets,  and  towns,  v»'hich  lie  between 
Francfort  and  the  Maine  ;  together  with  a  great  part  of  the  country  of  Darmfladt. 
The  eaftern  view  is  clofed  by  the  Speffart,  which  is  fifty-one  miles  diftant.  The  whole 
country  of  Afchafienburg,  along  the  Maine,  along  the  Necker,  and  as  far  as  the  Don- 
nerfberg  in  the  Upper  Palatinate-,  lay  like  a  map  under  our  feet.  Thefe  extenfive  pro- 
fpefts  are  common  enough  in  many  countries,  but  you  feldom  find  them  fo  thickly 
fprinkled  with  the  fmiling  habitations  of  men.  Behind  you  to  the  northward,  and  on 
both  fides  to  the  weft  and  north-eaft,  you  overlook  partly  barren,  or  well  wooded 
mountains,  and  partly  the  moft  agreeable  mixture  of  foft  hills  and  plains  that  can  be 
conceived.  Diretlly  againft  the  well  the  row  of  mountains  form  the  fineft  amphithe- 
atre that  can  be  conceived.  The  fineft  fight,  however,  was  that  which  we  faw  the  next 
morning.  There  is  a  fpot  on  this  mountain  very  favourable  for  feeing  the  rifing  fun. 
In  order  to  enjoy  this  fpeclacle  we  had  provided  ourfelves  with  peliffes,  to  guard  againft 
the  cold,  but  were  obliged  to  make  a  fire  of  wood  in  the  night,  though  after  one  of  the 
warmeft  days  in  Auguft.  The  rife  of  the  morning,  however,  fully  overpaid  us  for  the 
toils  of  the  night.  Never  did  I  feel  my  own  exiftence,  or  that  of  the  Being  which  ani- 
mates all  nature,  more  fully  than  at  the  inflant  in  which  the  firft  ray  of  the  morn  gilded 
the  tops  of  the  Spcffin-t  and  Odenwalde ;  both  which  at  a  diftance  appeared  to  be  illands 
of  fire.  As  far  as  this  hill  all  was  thick  darknefs  ;  but  this  eallern  view  appeared  like 
an  illuminated  ifland  fwimming  on  the  black  ocean  of  night.  The  morning  fpreading 
■wider  and  wider  fhewed  us  the  moft  beautiful  landfcape  in  miniature  that  we  had  ever 
feen.  We  beheld-  villages  afar  off  in  the  fhade,  which  one  ray  of  the  morning  fun  broke 
through  and  difpelled  the  darknefs  of.  By  degrees  we  faw  the  feparation  of  the  hills, 
with  their  feveral  breaks  and  windings.  Every  thing  looked  as  it  does  when  you  fee  a 
fine  and  vi'el!-illumined  landfcape  through  a  perfpedlive-glafs.  A  preflure  never  before 
experienced  took  poffelTion  of  my  breaft  on  beholding  this  fcene.  But  the  firft  break 
of  the  fun  hirafelf  furpaffed  all  the  beauties  of  the  day-break.  The  grandeur,  variety, 
and  magnificence  of  this  appearance,  is  above  all  defcription.  The  plain,  feventy-five 
miles  long,  and  forty-two  miles  broad,  which  lies  betwixt  the  Speffart,  the  Donnerjhcrg^ 
the  weftern  part  of  the  Odenzvalde,  and  our  hills,  was  overfpread  with  large  ftreaks  of 
Ijcrht,  which  contrafted  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  with  the  thicknefs  of  the  fhades.  We 
beheld  the  top  of  the  Domicrjbcrg  gilded  over,  whilft  deep  darknefs  brooded  at  his  feet 
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and  all  ever  the  Rhine  beneath.  We  ourfelvcs  were  in  light,  but  the  plains  and  villages 
beneath  us  were  in  a  kind  of  half  darknefs,  only  broken  by  the  reflc£tion  of  the  light 
from  our  hills.  The  elevated  parts  of  the  iminenfe  plains,  v.hich  lay  before  us,  broke 
through  the  darknefs  with  a  cheerfulnel^L:,  which  brought  them  half  as  near  again  to  us, 
and  produced  the  moft  agreeable  deception.  Now  a  fpire  emerged  from  the  gloom, 
then  the  fummit  of  a  hill  covered  with  wood,  then  a  whole  village  with  its  trees  I'cemcd 
to  fwim  on  the  earth  ;  here  lay  a  corn-field  in  light,  by  which  itfeemed,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreffion,  as  it  were,  parted  and  raifed  up  from  the  country  i-ound.  The  Maine, 
which  hitherto  had  appeared  like  a  dark  flripe  of  the  profpeft,  began  hkewife  to  be  il- 
luminated with  hlver  ;  and  the  Rhine  was  foon  brought  nearer  to  our  eyes  in  the  fame 
manner.  But  I  feel  that  I  am  attempting  to  defcribe  a  fcene  above  all  defcription ; 
and,  for  the  defcribing  of  which  I  have  no  talents.  In  brief,  I  have  often  feen  the  fun 
rife,  but  never  fo  magnificently  as  upon  the  Alt-Ko7tig.  It  is  indeed  mod  likely  that  a 
man  may  go  through  many  countries,  without  meeting  with  fo  favourable  a  fpot  as  this 
is  for  fuch  an  objed:. 


LETTER  LXIII. 

Mentz. 

TRAVELLERS,  who  do  not  care  for  the  trouble  of  moving  far  from  their  head 
quarters,  carry  away  no  very  favourable  impreffion  of  this  town  with  them.  The  bell 
part  of  it  is  that  in  which  there  are  hardly  any  inns,  or  any  thoroughfares.  The  inn  of 
the  Three  Crowns,  which  is  far  the  bed  in  the  place,  and  indeed  an  excellent  one,  is  in 
the  very  worfl  fituation  imaginable.  From  hence  you  may  wander  over  the  greatefl: 
part  of  the  town,  without  meeting  with  any  thing  but  a  heap  of  black  houfes,  many  of 
which  threaten  to  fall  into  the  narrow  flreets.  It  was  owing  to  thefe  caufes  that  I  had 
heard  fuch  very  different  accounts  of  this  town  before  I  came  into  it ;  fome  defcribing 
it  as  a  fink,  and  others  as  one  of  the  beft  towns  in  Germany.  A  few  days  ago  I  met 
with  a  countryman  of  ours,  an  avetiturier,  who,  finding  his  account  in  being  here  like 
feveral  other  gentlemen  of  his  clafs,  would  have  ftood  me  out  that  it  was  the  only  hand- 
fome  town  in  Germany.  As  the  good  gentleman  had  feen  nothing  but  Cologne, 
Treves,  and  a  part  of  Weflphalia,  the  only  anfwer  that  I  could  make  him  was,  that 
Germany  was  very  large. 

The  northern  part  of  the  city,  in  which  the  Archbifliop  refides,  is  full  of  very  regular 
buildings.  Here  are  three  regular  flreets,  called  the  Blercbcn,  which  run  parallel  to 
each  other  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  fix  hundred  yards  within  the  city,  and  are 
cut  almoft  regularly  by  very  pretty  crofs  ftreets.  The  Archbifhop's  palace  has  a  mofl 
commanding  view  of  thefe  flreets,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Rhinegau.  There  are  alfo  fome 
good  buildings  in  the  old  part  of  the  city.  The  market  of  beads  is  extremely  well 
worth  feeing ;  and  you  here  and  there  meet  with  other  agreeable  fpots.  The  market 
in  the  middle  of  the  town,  though  not  regular,  is  one  of  the  prettieft  places  I  have  met 
with  in  Germany. 

The  cathedral  is  well  worthy  notice.  It  is  an  immenfe  large  old  Gothic  building, 
the  fpire  of  which  was  flruck  with  lightening  feventeen  years  ago,  and  intirely  laid  in 
alhes.  As  it  was  made  of  a  forefl  of  wood,  it  burned  fourteen  hours  before  it  was  en- 
tirely confumed.  To  prevent  thefe  accidents  for  the  future,  the  Chapter  had  the  pre- 
fent  one  built  to  the  fame  height  in  done  ;  an  undertaking  which  cod  them  40,000 
guilders,  or  4000I.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  it  is  overloaded  with  fmall  ornaments,  and 
a  dill  greater,  that  ihis  wonderful  edifice  is  fo  choaked  up  v.-ith  fliops  and  houfes,  as  to 
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be  hardly  more  than  half  vifible.  As,  however,  houfes  and  fliops  are  very  dear  in 
this  part  of  the  town,  one  cannot  be  very  angry  with  the  chapter  for  chufing  rather  to 
make  the  mod  of  its  ground,  than  to  fhew  off  the  church  to  the  bell  advantage.  _  The 
rent  of  a  fhop  and  a  fingle  room  to  live  in  is  150  guilders,  or  15I.  per  annum  in  this 
part  of  the  town. 

You  will  hardly  find  another  church  in  Germany  of  the  height  and  length  of  this 
cathedral.  The  infide  of  it  is  decoraied  with  feveral  magnificent  monuments  of  princes 
and  other  great  perfonages.  Amongll  the  reit,  I  admired  the  monument  of  a  prelate 
belonging  to  this  cathedral,  whofe  name  was  Dahlberg.  It  was  made  by  the  ftatuary 
Melchior,  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  lait  letter.  The  prelate,  as  large  as  the 
life,  is  lying  on  a  coffin,  upon  which  there  is  a  pyramid,  which  a  Trinity  is  carrying  into 
the  clouds.  The  work  is  very  fine,  but  it  would  have  been  much  finer  if  the  fculptor 
had  been  fuffered  to  follow  his  own  ideas.  There  is  likewife  a  fine  piece  of  llatuary  in 
the  upper  choir ;  it  reprefents  a  count  of  Lamberg,  who  commanded  the  imperial  troops, 
which  drove  our  forces  out  of  the  territory  of  Mentz  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
and  was  killed  by  the  fide  of  an  eledfor  palatine,  during  the  aftion,  by  a  muflcet  ball — 
he  is  lifting  up  the  top  of  his  coffin  with  his  right  hand,  and  holds  the  commander's 
Itaff  with  his  left :  this  has  an  exceeding  good  effed.  This  church  contains  feveral 
other  monuments  well  worth  feeing.  The  Treafury  is  very  fuperior  to  that  of  Drefden, 
which  has  been  fo  much  fpoken  of. 

Befides  the  cathedral,  the  city  of  Mentz  contains  feveral  other  churches  in  the  modern 
jflyle,  very  well  worth  feeing.  St,  Peter's,  and  the  Jefuits  church,  though  both  too  much 
loaded  with  ornament,  are  among  this  number.  The  church  of  the  Auguftines,  of 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Mentz  are  fo  proud,  is  a  mafler-piece  of  bad  tafte;  but  that  of 
Ignatius,  though  little  is  faid  about  it,  would  be  a  model  of  the  antique,  if  here,  like- 
wife,  there  had  not  been  too  much  ornament  lavilhed.  Upon  the  whole,  the  palaces 
of  the  nobleffe  want  that  noble  fimplicity,  which  alone  confiitutes  true  beauty  and 
magnificence. 

In  another  century  the  externals  of  the  city  will  be  quite  changed.  The  late  prince 
built  a  great  deal,  and  the  prefent  has  a  tafte  for  the  lame  fort  of  expence.  The  monks 
and  governors  of  hofpitals  alfo  have  been  forced  to  rebuild  their  houfes  ;  fo  that  when 
a  few  more  ftreets  are  made  broader  and  ftraighter,  the  whole  will  have  no  bad  appear- 
ance. The  inhabitants,  who,  together  with  the  garrifon,  amount  to  thirty  thoufond,  are 
a  good  kind  of  people,  who,  like  all  the  catholics  of  Germany,  make  great  account  of  a 
CTood  table.  Their  faces  are  interefting,  and  they  are  not  deficient  either  in  wit  or  ac- 
tinty.  In  a  few  generations  more  their  minds  will  be  as  cultivated  as  thofe  of  their  pro- 
teftant  brethren,  as  the  government  has  diftinguiflied  itfelf,  for  the  fixteen  or  eighteen 
years  paft,  by  excellent  eftablilhments  for  education.  As  things  now  are,  there  is  no 
catholic  flate  in  Germany  which  contains  fo  many  deep  thinking,  and  truly  learned 
men  as  this  does.  Under  the  laft  government  the  liberty  both  of  thinking  and  writing 
was  carried  almoft  as  far  as  it  could  go  :  and  though  various  confiderations,  fuch  as  con- 
neftions  with  the  late  Emprefs,  apprehenfions  of  the  priefthood,  family  motives,  and 
other  caufes,  have  made  it  fomewhat  lels  in  the  prefent  times ;  ftill  hov/ever  pliilofophy 
makes  its  way.  In  the  mean  time  convidion  is  not  wanting,  and  the  theory  is  as  perfedt 
as  can  be  defired.  The  Archbifhop  himfelf,  like  his  brother  the  Bifliop  of  Wurtzburg, 
is  a  man  whom  the  knowledge  of  men  and  things  have  railed  to  the  poffeflion  of  many 
great  places :  they  were  his  merits  alone  that  engaged  the  Emperor  to  recommend  him 
upon  the  vacancy  of  this  fee.     You  meet  with  very  well-informend  men  amongft  his 

counfellors 


RIESBECK's    travels    through    GERMANY.  SO 

counfellors  and  minifters,  one  of  whom  is  equal  to  the  ta(k  of  governing  a  much  greater 
country  than  the  eleftorate  of  Mentz. 

It  was  probably  out  of  refpeft  for  the  imperial  court,  at  which  the  Archbifhop  was 
fome  time  minifter  of  Mentz,  that  he  introduced  feveral  innovations  here  not  a  little 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  Rate.  He  is  one  of  the  great  imitators  of  the  Em- 
prefs's  eftablilhmerits  for  the  prefervation  of  chaftity.  He  has  alfo  eflablifhed  it  as  a 
maxim  in  his  confiftory,  to  compel  the  man  who  has  feduced  a  woman  to  marry  her, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  bad  confequences  of  whoredom  and  fornication.  Pity  that  the 
enlightened  prelate  does  not  fee  the  bad  confequences  which  mufl  arife  from  fuch  aflb- 
ciations.  They  (hewed  me  young  men  here,  who  had  become  hulbands  in  this  way. 
A  lofs  of  all  true  love,  fidelity,  the  unfruitfulnefs  of  the  marriage  bed,  adultery,  and  the 
moil  fcandalous  corruptions  of  every  kind,  mufl  enfue  from  fuch  regulations.  Formerly 
the  fame  laws  were  eflablifhed  at  Naples  ;  but  experience  foon  taught  that  wife  legifla- 
ture,  that  they  were  detrimental ;  and  the  whores  were  left  to  their  fate.  The  Emperor 
has  likewife  repealed  them  at  Vienna;  nor  will  it  be  long  before  all  the  world  is  con- 
vinced that  every  phyfical  interpofuion  in  matters  of  bare  morality  mult  be  prejudicial. 
It  is  faid,  indeed,  that  laws  of  this  kind  prevent  the  murder  of  baflard  children ;  but 
thofe  who  argue  thus  do  not  confider  that  the  coolnefs  they  introduce  between  the  mar- 
ried pairs,  and  the  other  diforders  they  give  rife  to,  occafion  murders  by  the  dozens. 
It  is  indeed  too  cruel  to  make  the  whole  happinefs  of  a  young  man's  life  depend  upott 
the  feduftion  of  an  hour. 

There  are  few  cities  in  Germany,  befides  Vienna,  which  contain  fo  rich  and  numerous 
mobility  as  this  does  :  there  are  fome  houfes  here,  which  have  eftates  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  guilders,  or  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  The  Counts  of  BalTenheim,  Schon- 
born,  Stadion,  Ingelheim,  Elz,  Oftein,  and  Walderdorf,  and  the  Lords  of  Dahlberg, 
Breitenbach,  with  fome  others,  have  incomes  of  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  thoufand 
guilders.  Sixteen  or  eighteen  houfes  have  from  fifteen  to  thirty  thoufand  guilders,  an- 
nual revenue.  The  nobility  of  this  place  are  fome  of  the  oldelt  and  mofl  untainted  ia 
Germany.  The  fat  canonries,  and  the  hopes  of  fome  time  or  other  producing  an  elec- 
tor, make  them  lb  careful  to  preferve  themfelves  pure.  How  profitable  it  is  for  a  family 
to  fee  one  of  its  branches  on  the  archiepifcopal  throne,  you  may  gather  from  hence. 
The  late  elector,  who  was  not  the  belt  oeconomift  in  the  world,  and  had  but  little  Nepo- 
tifm  about  him,  contrived  to  leave  his  family  900,000  guilders,  of  which,  however, 
they  have  only  the  enjoyment,  as  it  returns  to  the  States  after  their  death.  His  an- 
ceftor,  a  Lord  of  Oflein,  left  behind  him  four  millions  of  Rhenifh  guilders. 

There  are,  amongft  the  nobility  of  this  place,  many  perfons  of  extraordinary  merit, 
who  join  uncommon  knowledge  to  all  the  duties  of  adive  life.  Upon  the  whole,  they 
are  far  fupeiior  to  the  greater  part  of  the  German  nobility.  Their  education,  however, 
is  flill  too  fliff.  The  firfl  minilter  of  the  court  was  refufed  admittance  into  their  affem- 
blies,  for  not  being  fufliciently  noble  ;  and  they  think  they  degrade  themfelves  by  keep- 
ing company  with  bourgeois.  They  all  fpeak  a  miferable  French  jargon,  and  are  afhamed 
of  their  mother-tongue ;  lb  that  of  courfe  they  know  nothing  of  the  Utenuure  of  their 
own  country,  though  extremely  converfant  in  every  trifle  which  comes  from  our  prefTes. 
Their  tables,  dreffes,  and  equipages,  are  all  in  the  high  Parifian  ton ;  but  if  the  poor 
barons  did  but  know  what  wretched  figures  they  cut  at  Paris,  and  how  poor  an  opinioa 
is  entertained  of  them  there,  notwithftanding  the  compliments  they  are  loaded  with  for 
the  fake  of  the  louis-d'ors,  they  would  wifh  the  dreffes  and  equipages,  a  la  Parifienng, 
at  the  I>evil.  Some  few  of  them,  indeed,  as  the  Lord  of  Dahlberg,  the  Stadtholder  of 
Erfurth,  Baron  Grofchlag,  Baron  van  der  Leyen^  and  a  few  more,  have  brought  fome- 
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thing  home  from  Paris,  befides  the  patois  of  our  fifh-women,  and  the  cut  of  our  clothes; 
but  the  number  of  thefe  improved  men  is  too  fmall  upon  the  whole  not  to  make  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  prevent  the  prefent  nobility  from  coming  into  our  country,  where,  for  the 
moil  part,  they  only  expofe  theirnative  land,  and  leave  their  healths  and  fortunes  behind 
them.  1  am  acquainted  with  lotne  young  men  of  fafhion,  who,  from  being  bred  at 
home,  are  conftant  fubjefls  of  derifion  to  the  foreign  educated  nobility,  by  whom  they 
are  treated  as  cockneys ;  but  they  remain  in  pofieffion  of  their  plump  and  red  cheeks  ; 
and  though  they  may  not  figure  in  a  circle,  or  make  a  good  bow,  or  Hand  upon  one  leg, 
they  have  good  found  underftandings,  and  know  how  to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the 
peafant  and  mechanic.  The  apparent  contrafl  betwixt  thefe  perfons  and  the  barons 
is  a  ftronger  argument  againft  the  modern  education,  than  any  other  I  could  make 
ufe  of. 

The  clergy  of  this  place  are  the  richefl:  in  Germany.  A  canonry  brings  in  3,500 
Rhenifh  guilders  in  a  moderate  year.  The  canonry  of  the  provoft  is,  without  compari- 
fon,  the  richcft  in  Germany  :  it  brings  him  in  40,000  guilders  a-year.  Each  of  the 
deanries  is  worth  2,600  guilders.  The  income  of  the  chapter  all  together  amounts  to 
300,000  guilders.  Though  it  is  forbidden  by  the  canons  of  the  church  for  any  one  to 
have  more  than  a  fingle  prebend,  there  is  not  an  ecclefiaftic  in  this  place  but  what  has 
three  or  four;  fo  that  there  is  hardly  a  man  amongfl:  them,  who  has  not  at  lead  8000  guil- 
ders a-year.  The  lafl:  provoft,  a  count  of  Elts,  had  prebends  enough  to  procure  him 
an  income  of  75,000  guilders.  Exclufive  of  the  cathedral,  there  are  feveral  other 
choirs,  in  which  the  canonries  bring  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  guilders  a-year. 
To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  riches  of  the  monafteries  of  this  place,  I  will  only  tell  you, 
that  at  the  deftruction  of  the  Jefuits,  their  wine,  which  was  reckoned  to  fell  extremely 
cheap,  produced  1 20,000  rix  dollars.  A  little  while  ago,  the  eleftor  abolifhed  one  Car- 
thufian  convent,  and  two  nunneries,  in  the  holy  cellars  of  which  there  was  found  wine 
for  at  leaft  500,000  rix  dollars. 

Notwithftanding  this  great  wealth,  there  is  not  a  more  regular  clergy  in  all  Germany 
than  that  of  this  place.  There  is  no  diocefe,  in  which  the  regulations  made  by  the 
council  of  Trent  have  been  more  ftridly  adhered  to,  than  they  have  here ;  the  arch- 
bifhops  having  made  a  particular  point  of  it,  both  at  the  time  of  the  reformation,  and 
ever  fince.  One  thing  which  greatly  contributes  to  keep  up  difcipline  is  the  not  fuffer- 
ing  any  prieft  to  remain  in  the  country,  who  has  not  fixed  and  Rated  duties,  and  a  re- 
venue annexed  to  them.  Moft  of  the  irregularities  in  Bavaria,  Auftria,  and  other  cour- 
tries,  arife  from  Abbes,  who  are  obliged  to  fubfift  by  their  daily  induftry,  and  any  maffes 
which  they  can  pick  up.  Thefe  creatures  are  entirely  unknown  here.  The  theological 
tenets  of  this  court  are  alio  much  purer  than  thofe  of  any  other  ecclefiaftical  prince  in 
Germany.  I  was  pleafed  to  fee  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  fo  many  common  people, 
efpecially  in  the  country.  I  was  fold  that  the  reading  of  it  was  not  forbidden  in  any 
part  of  the  diocefe,  only  perfons  were  enjoined  not  to  read  it  through,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  their  confeffors.  For  a  long  time  fuperftition  has  been  hunted  through  its  ut- 
mofl  recefles  ;  and  though  it  is  not  quite  poflible  to  get  entirely  clear  of  pilgrimages, 
and  wonder-working  images,  you  will  meet  with  no  prieft  bold  enough  to  exorcife,  or  to 
preach  fuch  nonfenfe  as  we  hear  in  the  pulpits  of  other  German  churches.  It  is  fingular 
enough  that  Bellarmin's  book  on  the  Hierarchy  was  forbid  by  public  proclamation,  fo 
long  as  eighten  years  ago.  The  late  eledlor  did  a  great  deal  towards  cleanfing  the  Holy 
Sheepcote  :  but  he  fell  under  the  herculean  labour;  which,  however,  the  prefent  elcdtor 
purfues,  though  with  fomewhat  a  more  moderate  zeal.  The  former  was  terrible  to  the 
monks,  but  his  attention  to  them  rendei'ed  him  a  little  too  carelefs  of  the  fecular  priefts, 
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tvho  under  his  adminiftration  rather  pafTed  the  bounds  of  a  decent  liberty,  and  affumed 
too  gallant  an  air.  What  think  you,  for  inftance,  of  a  priefl:  appealing  in  his  public 
ledtures  to  Voltaire  on  Toleration,  and  other  fuch  books  ?  or  of  fuch  authors  as  Bayle,, 
and  Helvetius,  being  common  in  the  hands  of  fludents  in  logic  ?  and  this,  which  made 
it  fingularly  ridiculous,  at  a  time  when  the  Jefuits  were  fliil  dilputing  with  all  their  eager- 
nefs  on  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ^ 
The  prefent  eledor  extends  his  fatherly  care  to  the  regulars,  as  well  as  the  feculars,  and 
has  brought  them  to  a  regularity,  which  does  himfelf,  as  well  as  them,  great  honour. 

It  is  impolllble  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  veneration  in  which  the  late  prelate  is  de» 
fervedly  held.  From  the  conviftion  that  without  a  good  education,  all  projefts  of  im- 
provement and  alteration  are  only  palliatives,  which  do  not  touch  the  main  fore ;  tliis 
archbifhop  gave  30,000  guilders  a  year  out  of  his  own  privy  purfe  towards  the  erection 
of  fchools  and  other  foundations  for  the  education  of  youth.  The  prefent  archbiftop, 
who  found  the  foundation  of  fchools  for  the  common  people  laid  to  his  hands,  con- 
tinues to  build  upon  it  with  feme  deviation  from  the  old  plan  ;  but  he  direds  his  chief 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  education  of  the  higher  orders,  and  the  cxtention 
of  arts  and  fciences.  With  this  view  he  has  given  the  ground,  on  which  the  three  mo- 
nafteries  which  he  has  pulled  down  flood,  to  the  Univerfity,  which  by  this  means  has 
raifed  its  heretofore  rather  fmall  income  to  100,000  guilders.  As  this  prelate  is  en- 
tirely free  from  any  temptation  to  Nepotifm,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  do  more  for  the 
mufes  than  any  other  German  prince. 

The  anecdote  related  in  Mr.  Pilati's  travels  of  a  Swifs  officer,  who  could  find  no  inns 
to  receive  his  fervants  on  account  of  their  religion,  does  not  accord  with  the  fpirit  which 
at  prefent,  at  leaft,  generally  obtains  here.  I  was  in  feveral  inns,  the  maders  of  which, 
•when  once  they  knew  that  I  was  a  proteftant,  offered  me  meat  of  their  own  accord.  It 
is  probable  that  the  officer  had  not  made  the  grand  tour  of  all  the  inns  ;  for  things  are 
here  much  as  they  are  in  other  places  :  in  one  flreet  they  read  legends,  ant^  in  another 
converfe  with  Locke  and  Newton.  V/hoever  attempts  to  judge  of  Paris  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Porcheron  ;  or  of  Berlin,  from  thofe  who  had  well  nigh  raifed  a  rebellion 
on  account  of  a  pfalm  book ;  or  of  Hamburgh,  from  the  carrot  women,  headed  by  Paf- 
tor  Gofle ;  will  be  fure  to  be  miftaken. 

Though  the  trade  of  this  place  has  been  conftantly  on  the  increafe  for  thefe  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  pad,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to  be,  from  the  fituation,  and 
other  advantages.  The  perfons  here,  who  call  themfelves  merchants,  and  who  make 
any  confiderable  figure,  are  in  fail  only  brokers,  who  procure  their  livelihood  at  the 
expence  of  the  country  or  territory  round,  or  who  act  for  the  merchants  of  Franckfort. 
You  will  judge  of  the  wretched  ftate  things  are  in,  when  I  aflTure  you,  that  'tis  difficult 
to  procure  a  bill  of  exchange  of  30,000  guilders.  A  few  toy-fliops,  five  or  fix  druggifls, 
and  four  or  five  manufafturers  of  tobacco,  are  all  that  can  poffibly  be  called  traders. 
There  is  not  a  banker  in  the  whole  town ;  and  yet  this  country  enjoys  the  ftaple  privi- 
lege, and  commands,  by  means  of  the  Mayne,  Necker,,  and  Rhine,  all  the  exports  and 
imports  of  Alfatia,  the  Palatinate,  Franconia,  and  a  part  of  Suabia  and  Hefle,  as  far  as 
the  Netherlands.  The  port  too  is  conftantly  filled  with  fhips,  but  few  of  them  contairt 
any  merchandize  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place.  Religious  principles  are 
the  true  caufe  of  this  evil.  When  the  Huguenots  were  driven  out  of  France,  a  great 
number  of  them  were  defirous  of  fettling  here.  They  offered  the  Elcdor  to  build  a  city 
jufl;  above  Mentz,  (at  the  conflux  of  the  Rhine  and  Mayne  be;ween  Caflel  and  CoR:- 
heini,)  to  fortify  it  at  their  own  expence ;  to  keep  a  confli  ',t  gHrrifoi*.  there,  and,  be- 
fides  all  this,  to  pay  a  large  annual  iom  to  the  Hate,  provided  ocLy  tliey  nsight  be  allowed 
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the  freedom  of  their  religion,  and  a  participation  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  Mentz. 
The  archbifnop  of  that  time  did  not  chufe  that  herefy  fliould  build  her  neft  fo  near  him  ; 
bur  the  lad  has  often  been  heard  to  exprefs  a  wifli  that  a  fimilar  offer  were  to  be  made 
to  him  ;  and  the  prefent  would  moft  joyfully  comply  with  it.  But  fuch  opportunities 
are  but  feldom  found  ;  and  the  times  in  which  it  was  cuflomary  to  drive  out  Huguenots 
are  gone  by. 

The  pride  and  extravagance  of  the  nobility  are  another  hindrance  to  trade.  They 
and  the  ecclefralLics  are  pofleffed  of  the  largelt  capitals,  which  are  entirely  employed  in 
the  internal  confumption.  Whilft  the  merchant  of  Franckfort  has  a  place  amongit  the 
magilfratcs  of  his  country  ;  thofe  of  this  place  meet  only  with  the  profoundeft  contempt 
from  the  gentry,  who  will  not  fuffer  them  to  affociate  with  them.  Inftead  of  catching 
as  they  do  all  the  little  airs  of  the  London  and  Parifian  noblefle,  they  would  do  much 
better  to  learn  of  ihem  the  art  of  doubling  their  revenues  by  commercial  induftry. 

I  have  already  told  you  that  the  faces  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  the  country 
round  it  are  interefting.  The  peafants  are  befides  very  ftrongly  built,  and  are  diflin- 
guifliable,  by  their  ruddy  frefh  complexions,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  Germany,  who  generally  have  very  fallow  complexions  ;  but  I  was 
not  pleafed  with  the  fet  of  the  bones  any  where  along  the  Mayne,  or  even  in  part  of 
Hefle.  Thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  particularly  difpleafing.  The  knees 
are  all  either  bent  in  like  a  taylor's,  or  ftand  out  ftraight  like  a  (tick.  You  hardly  ever 
meet  with  a  clever  well-limbed  perfon.  This  is  owing  to  the  fenielefs  and  abfurd  fafliion^ 
which  (till  prevails  here,  of  fwaddling  cloaths.  I  could  not  but  be  extremely  angry 
with  the  mothers,  who  dreffed  up  their  children  thus,  like  pieces  of  wood,  and  fuffered 
them  to  lay  in  this  unnatural  pofture  all  day  long.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  this 
conftraint  muft  have  its  effeft  on  the  foul,  which  in  the  firft  years  is  fo  clofely  united  to 
the  body.  You  muft  not  expeft  to  meet  here  with  any  of  the  Germans  defcribed  by 
Tacitus:  black  and  brown  hair  is  much  more  common  than  white.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbouring  country  of  Darmftadt  more  nearly  refemble  the  old  inhabitants. 

An  attentive  obferver  eafily  difcovers  by  the  external  appearance  of  the  inhabitants, 
■what  natives  of  Germany  have  had  ftrangers  mixt  amongit  them,  and  what  countries 
have  been  entirely  occupied  by  foreign  colonies.  No  doubt  but  that  the  black  and 
brown  hair  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  is  derived  from  the  Romans,  who  had  a 
ftation  here. 


LETTER  LXIV. 

Maitz. 
AFTER  the  Pope,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Archbifhop  of  this  place  is  the  molt 
confiderable  and  richell  prelate  in  the  Chriflian  world.  The  fee  is  indebted  for  its  in- 
creafe  of  riches  to  St.  Boniface,  who  may  be  called,  with  great  juftice,  the  apoftle  of 
the  Germans.  It  was  this  man,  an  Englifhman  by  birth,  who  in  the  time  of  Charle- 
magne, baptifed  Witikind,  and  the  other  brave  Saxons,  who  had  fo  long  refilled  bap- 
tifm  with  their  fwords,  and  fpread  the  empire  of  the  vicar  of  Jefus  Chriih  as  far  as  the 
northern  and  eaftern  feas.  He  it  was  who  introduced  the  Roman  liturgy  into  Germany, 
and  made  the  favage  inhabitants  abftain  from  eating  horfe's  flefli.  But  he  raifed  the 
papal  power  to  a  higher  pitch  than  it  had  been  raifed  in  any  other  country  in  Chriften- 
dom.  According  to  the  teflimcny  of  Aventinus,  feveral  bifhops  reproached  Boniface 
with  having  diminifhed  their  dignity,  by  the  new  oath  of  homage  he  introduced,  and 
with  having  iijtroduced  fuperllition  and  irreligion  in  company  with  the  fplendid  cere- 
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monies  of  the  Romifli  church.  But  whoever  confiders  the  ftatc  of  the  Saxoris  at  that 
time,  will  fee  that  the  enforcing  the  papal  fupremacy  was  the  only  efficacious  means  that 
could  be  made  ufe  of  for  raifing  a  laity,  and  a  clergy  if  pofiible  flill  more  barbarous 
than  they  (as  they  could  literally  neither  write  nor  read,)  from  their  fava^e  flumber.':. 
Had  it  been  only  the  conneding  together  of  the  German  ccclefiallics,  by  means  of  the 
papal  hierarchy,  and  the  bringing  them  acquainted  with  other  European  nations ;  this 
alone  would  have  been  a  fignal  fervice  done  tliem.  Be  this  however  as  it  may,  the  vicar 
of  Chrift  repaid  the  fervices  of  his  apoflles  with  overflowing  meafure.  All  the  new- 
founded  bifliopricks  in  the  north  of  Germany  were  made  fubjed  to  the  fee  of  Mentz, 
which  Boniface  had  chofcn  for  his  rcfidence. 

The  provinces,  the  mofl  confiderable  in  the  whole  papal  dominions,  all  Swabia,  Fran- 
conia,  Bohemia,  and  almofl  all  Saxony,  with  a  part  of  Switzerland,  Bavaria,  and  the 
Upper  Rhine,  belong  to  this  diocefe.  Though  the  reformation,  and  revenge  of  the 
kings  of  Bohemia,  have  lefTencd  it  one  third,  it  (fill  contains  the  archbifhoprick  of  Spren- 
gcl  and  eleven  biihopricks,  moft  of  which  are  the  molt  confiderable  in  Germany,  as 
Wurzburg,  Paderborn,  Hildeflieim,  Augfburg,  &c. 

It  could  not  fail  but  that  asthevicarof  Jefus  Chrift  extended  hisjurifdiftion  to  temporal 
affairs,  his  ambaffadors  (for  fo  Boniface  called  himlelf,  and  fo  the  council  of  Trent  calls 
all  bifliops)  fliould  likewife  make  their  fortune  in  the  matters  of  this  world,  a  thing  the 
more  likely  to  happen,  as  the  ecclefiaflics  of  that  time  were  evidently  fuperior  to  the 
laity  in  fcience,  and  alfo  the  greatefl  politicians  of  their  day.  Spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs  were  indeed  fo  interwoven,  that  the  moft  eminent  German  bilhop  would  of  courfe 
be  the  moft  powerful  eledor.  The  fame  thing  happened  in  Britain,  Poland,  and  in 
other  countries,  in  which  the  conftitutions  were  all  ariflocratical.  The  landgraves  of 
HelTe,  the  Palatines,  nay  even  the  Emperor  himfelf  thought  it  no  difgrace  to  pay  alle- 
giance to  the  Archbifnop  of  Mentz.  When  the  building  of  the  papal  monarchy  was 
completed  by  Gregory  VII.  the  archbifhops  of  Mentz  became  powerful  enough  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  empire.  In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  they  were  fo 
eminent,  as  to  be  able  to  make  emperors  without  any  foreign  aiiiftance  ;  and  it  was  to 
one  of  them  that  the  Houfe  of  Hapfburg  was  indebted  for  its  firft  elevation. 

Since  the  boundaries  of  the  two  powers  have  been  more  accurately  afcertaincd,  and 
the  temporal  has  fo  much  got  the  better  of  the  fpiritual,  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
archbifhops  of  this  place  have  of  courfe  been  much  reduced  ;  Itill,  however,  they  are 
poffeffed  of  very  important  prerogatives,  which  they  might  exert  with  much  more  effi- 
cacy than  they  do,  were  it  not  that  various  circumflances  have  rendered  them  too  de- 
pendant on  the  Emperors.  They  are  ftill  the  -fpeakers  in  the  Eleftoral  College,  have 
the  appointment  of  the  diets  under  the  Emperors,  and  may  order  a  re-examination  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  imperial  courts.  Thefe  high  privileges  are,  however,  too  much 
fubjed  to  the  controul  of  the  Eloufe  of  Auflria ;  nor  are  their  fpiritual  powers  any  longer 
what  they  once  were.  Their  fuffragan  bifliops  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  that  all 
bifliops  are  alike  as  to  power,  and  that  the  title  of  archbifhop  only  intitles  its  poffefTor  to 
the  firfl  place  amongft  brothers  who  are  equal ;  it  is  true  indeed  that  now  and  then  ap- 
peals are  received  from  the  confiftory  of  fome  fuffragans  to  that  of  our  vicar  general, 
but  they  generally  end  in  a  further  appeal  to  Rome  ;  and  the  metropolitan  dignity 
commonly  lofes  as  much  by  them  as  it  gets. 

The  temporals,  however,  which  are  ftill  annexed  to  this  chair,  make  him  who  fits  in 
it  rich  amends  for  the  diminution  of  his  fpiritual  and  political  fplendour.  Though  he 
does  not  abfolutely  pofl"efs  the  largeft,  yet  he  certainly  has  the  richefl  and  moft  peopled 
domain  of  any  ecclefiaftical  potentate  in  Germany.     The  country,  It  is  true,  does  not 
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contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  German  miles  fquare;  whereas  the 
archbifliopric  of  Saltzburg  contains  two  hundred  and  forty ;  but  then  Saltzburg  has 
only  t\v6  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants;  whereas  Mentz  has  three  hundred 
and  twenty  thoui'and.  The  natural  riches  of  the  territory  of  Mentz,  and  its  advantageous 
fituation,  make  a  fubjed  of  Mentz  much  richer  than  one  of  Saltzburg,  the  greateit  part 
of  which  is  only  inhabited  by  herJfmen.  In  the  territory  of  Mentz  there  are  forty  cities; 
in  that  of  Sahzburg  only  fevcn. 

The  tax  on  velTcls  which  go  down  the  Rhine  of  itfelf  produces  60,000  guilders,  or 
6oocl.  a  year,  which  is  nearly  as  much  as  all  the  mines  of  Sahzburg  put  together,  ex- 
cepting only  the  fait  mine  at  Halle.  The  tax  on  wine,  here  and  in  the  country  round, 
produces  the  court  above  100,000  guilders,  or  io,cocl.  a  year,  in  which  funi  we  do  not 
reckon  the  cuftoms  of  the  countries  whicii  lie  at  a  greater  diltance.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  income  of  the  prefent  archbifiiop  may  be  valued  at  1 ,7  :o,ooo  guilders,  or  1 70,000!. 
At  leafl:  I  know  for  a  certainty,  that  in  the  laftyears  of  the  Ute  archbilhop,  they  brought 
in  1,800,000  guilders;  and  though  the  prefent  Elcflor  gave  up  to  his  fubje>fks  tv/o  out 
of  fifteen  or  fixteen  poll  taxes,  which  they  were  bound  to  pay  ;  thefe  do  not  amount 
to  above  ibCjOOo  guilders;  and  he  has  much  improved  feveral  other  fources  of  re- 
venue. 

If  the  lands  of  the  ele£lor  lay  all  together,  they  would  produce  a  fufiiciency  of  corn 
and  all  the  prime  neceiTaries  of  life  ;  but  as  feveral  parts  of  them  lie  wide  afunder,  the 
people  are  compelled  to  purchafe  a  great  deal  from  foreigners.  The  capital  itfelf,  as 
well  as  the  adjacent  Rhinegau,  depends  on  the  Palatinate  for  its  corn,  notwithfianding 
the  great  abundance  of  that  and  every  other  fpecies  of  grain  in  its  own  pofTeiTions  in  the 
Wetterau.  The  nobleft  produ6lion  of  the  Eleftor's  territory  on  the  Rhine  is  the  wine, 
which  is  almoft  the  only  true  Rhenilh.  Connoifleurs,  indeed,  allow  the  wines  of  Neir- 
Itein,  Bacharach,  and  a  very  few  other  places  out  of  this  country  to  be  true  Rhcnifli. 
Biit  they  do  not  give  this  name  to  the  wines  of  the  Palatinate,  of  Bardon,  and  of  Al- 
fatia. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  wine.n\ade  in  the  countries  which  lie  on  the  fouth  and  weft 
of  the  Rhine,  at  Laubenhcim,  Bodenheiui,  Budeflieim,  and  Bingen ;  but  the  true  Rhe- 
niih,  that  which  infpires  fo  many  who  are  and  fo  many  who  are  not  poets,  comes  only 
from  the  Rhinegau,  which  lies  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  v.ent  with  a  company  from  this  place  on  a  party  of  pleafure  to  the 
Rhinegau,  and  was  prefent  at  one  of  the  prettieft  village  feftivities  I  have  ever  beheld. 
Our  veflel  had  a  much  better  appearance  than  the  common  fmacks  you  meet  with  in 
Germany,  and  was  very  like  a  i'mall  Dutch  boat.  As  foon  as  we  had  paffed  the  wind- 
ing which  the  proud  Rhine  makes  to  the  weflward,  about  three  miles  below  Mentz, 
we  had  a  profpeft  before  us  which  is  feldom  beheld  in  any  country  except  Switzerland^ 
The  Rhine  grows  aftonifliingly  wide,  and  forms  a  kind  of  fea,  near  a  mile  broad,  in 
v.hich  you  lee  feveral  well  wooded  little  iflands  at  your  right.  The  Rhinegau  forms 
an  amphitheatre,  the  beauties  of  which  are  beyond  all  defcription.  At  Walluf,  the  very 
high  hills  come  nearly  dovv-n  to  the  river  fide ;  from  thence  they  recede  again  into  the 
country,  forming  a  kind  of  half  circle,  the  other  end  of  which  is  fifteen  miles  off  at  Ru- 
defheim  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  The  banks  of  the  river,  the  hills  which  form  the 
circles,  and  theflopes  of  the  great  mountain,  are  thick  fown  with  villages  and  hamlets. 
The  white  appearance  of  the  buildings,  and  the  fine  blue  fiated  roofs  of  the  houfes  play- 
ing amidft  the  various  green  of  the  landfcape,  have  an  admirable  effecf.  In  the  fpace  of 
every  mile  as  you  fail  down  the  live]-,  you  meet  with  a  village  which,  in  any  other  place, 
would  pafs  for  a  town.  Many  of  the  villages  contaia  from  three  to  four  hundred  fa- 
milies ; 
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milies ;  :ind  there  arc  thirty-fix  of  them  in  a  fpacc  of  fifteen  miles  Ion-.;,  and  fix  miles 
broad,  which  is  the  width  of  this  beautiful  amphitheatre.  The  declivities  of  all  the  hilis 
and  mountains  are  planted  thick  with  vineyards  and  fruit-trees,  and  the  thick  wooded 
tops  of  the  hills  call  a  gloomy  horror  over  the  otherwife  cheerful  landfcapC*.  Every 
now  and  then,  a  row  of  rugged  hills  runs  diredly  down  to  the  fliorc,  and  dom.inecr  mu- 
jefticaily  over  the  lefler  hills  under  them.  On  one  of  thefe  great  mountains,  juft  about 
the  middle  of  the  Rhinegau,  you  meet  with  Jcb^unis^Berg,  a  village,  which  produces 
fonie  of  the  beft  Rhenilh.  Before  this  village  is  a  pretty  httle  rifing,  and  near  the  banks 
of  the  river  there  is  a  very  fine  old  caflle,  which  gives  unfpeakable  majeRy  to  the  whole 
landfcape.  Indeed,  irt  every  village,  you  meet  with  fome  or  other  large  building,  which 
contributes  very  much  to  the  decoration  of  the  whole. 

This  country  is  indebted  for  its  riches  to  thisfemicircular  hill,  which  protc£l:s  it  from 
the  cold  winds  of  the  eall  and  north,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  leaves  room  enough  for 
the  fun  to  exercife  his  benign  influences.  The  groves  and  higher  flopes  of  the  hills  make 
excellent  paliures,  and  produce  large  quantities  of  dung,  which,  in  a  country  of  this  fort, 
is  of  incinmable  value. 

The  bank  of  the  Rhine,  oppofite  to  the  Rhinegau,  is  exceedingly  barren,  and  heightens 
the  beauty  of  the  profpect  on  the  other  fide  by  the  contrail  it  exhibits  ;  on  this  fide  you 
hardly  rr.eet  above  three  or  four  villages,  and  thefe  are  far  dillant  from  each  other.  The 
great  interval  between  them  is  occupied  by  heaths  and  meadows,  only  here  and  there  a 
thick  buih  affords  fome  Ihade,  and  a  few  corn-fields  among  the  villages  enliven  the 
gloomy  landfcape.  The  back  ground  of  this  country  is  the  mofl  pidurefque  part  of  it. 
It  is  formed  by  a  narrow  gullet  of  mountains,  which  diminifh  in  perfpeclive  between 
Rudefheim  and  Bingen.  Perpendicular  mountains  and  rocks  hang  over  the  Rhine  in 
this  place,  and  feem  to  make  it  the  dominion  of  eternal  night.  At  a  diftance,  the  Rhine 
feems  to  come  out  ot  this  landfcape,  through  a  hole  underground;  and  it  appears  to  run 
tedioufly,  in  order  to  enjoy  its  courfe  through  a  pleafant  country  the  longer.  Amidfl 
the  darknefs  which  covers  this  back  ground,  the  celebrated  Moufe  tower  feems  to  fvvim 
upon  the  river.  In  a  word,  there  is  not  any  thing  in  this  whole  trad,  that  does  not  con- 
tribute fomething  to  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the  whole  ;  or  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted the  expreliion,  to  make  the  paradife  more  welcome.  As  you  fail  along  the  Rhine, 
between  Mentz  and  Bingen,  the  banks  of  the  river  form  an  oval  amphitheatre,  which 
makes  one  of  the  richefl  and  mofl  pidurefque  landfcapes  to  be  feen  in  Europe. 

The  night  was  far  advanced  when  we  came  to  Geyfenheim  ;  before  we  landed,  wc 
had  another  profped  not  often  feen  ;  we  could  difcover  almoll  the  whole  coaft  of  the 
Rhinegau,  which  appeared  one  continued  row  of  cities  ;  the  lights  in  the  feveral  villages 
made  them  look  like  a  great  illuminated  city,  and  the  refledioa  on  the  glafly  Rhine  was 
extremely  beautiful.  / 

The  day  after  our  arrival  we  went  to  Rudeflieim,  where  we  had  been  invited  by  an 
ecclefiaftic  of  Mentz.  We  found  our  holl  with  a  numerous  company,  fome  of  whom 
were  proteflants.  After  dinner  he  carried  us  in  procefiion  to  his  great  faloon,  from 
whence  we  had  a  moil  fuperb  view  of  the  here  very  wide  Rhine,  and  the  village  of 
Bingen.  The  whole  of  the  preparations  feemed  to  announce  a  fplendid  feflival,  the  na- 
ture and  charader  of  which  appeared  a  riddle  to  me.  On  a  fudden  the  doors  of  the 
faloon  were  opened,  and  there  came  forth  in  feflive  order  a  band  of  muficians,  followed 
by  two  pretty  girls,  well  dreffed,  who  brought  in  a  large  bunch  of  grapes,  on  a  table 
covered  with  a  fine  cloth.  The  fides  of  the  table  were  ornamented  with  flowers.  They 
put  the  bunch  of  grapes  in  the  middle  of  the  faloon,  on  a  kind  of  throne  which  was 
railed  on  a  table;  and  I  now  difcovered  that  our  hoft  was  celebrating  thefeflival  of  the 
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firft  ripe  bunch  of  grapes  in  his  vineyard  ;  a  cuftom,  it  feems,  mofl;  religioufly  obferved 
by  all  the  rich  inhabitants  of  this  country.  This  feaft  was  the  more  acceptable,  as  it 
happened  that  the  grapes  had  this  year  ripened  uncommonly  late.  After  the  altar  of 
Bacchus  was  erefled,  our  boll;  made  a  fliort  but  excellent  fpeech,  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
the  feftivity  ;  and  then  we  danced  round  the  grape.  Never  in  my  life,  brother,  have  I 
danced  with  fuch  pleafure  as  I  did  here.  The  remembrance  of  thefe  joyous  moments 
ftill  poffefles  and  tranfports  me.  Were  I  to  form  a  commonwealth,  feftivals  of  this  fort 
fhould  be  the  only  ones  feen  in  it.  Can  there,  indeed,  be  a  more  facred  or  more  re- 
fpeftable  holiday,  than  that  in  which  we  joyfully  thank  the  Creator  for  the  benefits  he 
has  bellowed  upon  us  ?  Nor  was  our  pleafure  diminiflied  by  this  not  turning  out  the 
only  ripe  bunch  of  grapes  in  the  vineyard  of  our  hoft  ;  for  though  on  a  nearer  invefti- 
gation  we  found  more,  we  contended  for  the  honour  of  the  grape  round  which  we 
had  danced  and  fung,  with  more  heat  than  if  it  had  been  an  oriental  pearl  of  the  fame 
fize. 

Rudefheini  is  a  rich  village,  which  contains  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  inha- 
bitants.    The  wine  of  this  place  is  looked  upon  as  without  comparifon  the  befl;  of  the 
Rhinegau,  and  confequently  of  all  Germany.     I  found  it  much  more  fiery  than  that  of 
Hochheim ;   but  for  pleafantnefs  of  tafte  there  is  no  comparifon  betwixt  them.     The 
befl  Rudefheim,   like  the  bed  Hochheimer,   fells  upon  the  fpot  for  three  guilders  the 
bottle.     You  can  have  no  tolerable  wine  here  for  one  guilder,  nor  any  very  good  for 
two ;  at  lead  I  fliould  prefer  the  worfl  Burgundy  I  ever  tailed  to  any  Rudeflieimer  I 
met  with  either  here  or  at  Mentz  for  thefe  prices.     Indeed,  the  wine  of  our  fpiritual 
hoit  was  far  better  than  any  we  could  get  at  the  inn.     It  (lands  to  reafon,  that  the  fame 
vintage  furniflies  grapes  of  very  different  degrees  of  goodnefs  ;  but  befides  this,  it  is  in 
the  Rhinegau  as  every  where  elfe.     The  beft  wines  are  generally  fent  abroad  by  the 
poor  and  middling  inhabitant,  and  the  worfl  kept  for  internal  confumption ;  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  carriage  being  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  flrangers  had  much  rather  pay  a 
double  price  for  the  good  than  have  the  bad.     It  is  only  rich  people,  fuch  as  our  hoft 
was,  who  can  afford  to  keep  the  produce  of  their  land  for  their  own  drinking.     Upon 
this  principle,  I  have  eaten  much  better  Swifs  cheefes  out  of  Switzerland  than  in  it,  and 
have  drank  much  better  Rhenifli  in  the  inns  of  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  than 
in  the  country  where  the  wine  grows.     The  pofition  of  the  country  alfo  contributes  to 
render  the  wine  dearer  than  it  would  otherwife  be.     As  the  beft  wine  grows  in  its  more 
northern  parts  the  eafy  tranfport  by  the  Rhine  to  Holland,  and  all  parts  of  the  world, 
raifes  its  price  above  its  real  value. 

The  place  where  the  flower  of  the  Rudefheim  wine  grows  is  precifely  the  neck  of  the 
land,  formed  by  the  winding  of  the  Rhine  to  the  north,  after  it  has  run  to  the  weftward 
from  IVIentz  hither.  This  neck,  which  is  a  rock  almoft  perpendicular,  enjoys  the  iirft 
rays  of  the  rifing,  and  the  laft  of  the  fetting  fun.  It  is  divided  into  fmall  low  terraces, 
which  are  carried  up  to  the  utmoft  top  of  the  hill  like  fteep  ftairs  ;  thefe  are  guarded  by 
fmall  walls  and  earthen  mounds,  which  are  often  wafhed  away  by  the  rain.  The  firft 
vine  was  brought  hither  from  France,  and  they  ftill  call  the  beft  grape  the  Orleanois. 
They  plant  the  vine  ftocks  very  low,  fcarce  ever  more  than  four  or  five  feet  high.  This 
way  of  planting  the  vine  is  favourable  to  the  produdion  of  a  great  deal  of  wine,  but 
not  to  its  goodnefs,  as  the  phlegmatic  and  harfh  parts  of  it  would  certainly  evaporate 
more,  if  the  fap  was  refined  through  higher  and  more  numerous  canals.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly the  reafon  why  every  kind  of  Rhenifli  has  fomething  in  it  that  is  harfh,  four, 
and  watery.  The  harveft  of  the  beft  vineyards,  which  are  the  lower  ones,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  neck  of  land,  is  often  bought  before  hand,  at  the  advanced  price  of  fome  du- 
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cats,  by  Dutch  and  other  merchants.  It  muft  be  a  very  rich  flock  to  yield  above  four 
meafures  of  wine.  You  may  eafily  imagine,  that  the  cultivation  of  vineyards  muft  be 
very  expenfive  in  this  country,  as  the  dung,  which  is  extremely  dear,  muft  be  carried 
up  to  the  top  of  the  mountains  on  the  peafants'  fhoulders. 

In  our  return  through  Geyftnheim,  I  vifited  the  magnificent  palace  of  a  Count  of 
Oftein,  the  richeft  gentleman  in  Mentz,  who  has  laid  out  feveral  millions  he  inherited 
from  his  coufin,  a  former  eletlor,  in  life  annuities  in  the  Dutch  funds.  The  houfe, 
v^hich  is  in  the  modern  tafte,  pleafed  me  much  :  but  what  delighted  me  moft,  was,  the 
half  French  and  half  Englifli  garden.  Behind  Greyfenheim,  the  Count  has  ftruck  out 
feme  alleys  through  a  wood,  in  which  there  are  alio  fome  v/ildernefles.  The  great  alley 
leads  through  a  winding  walk  to  the  top  of  that  rock  at  the  foot  of  which  the  beft  Rude- 
flieim  wine  grows.  At  the  top  of  this  rock  the  Count  has  built  a  terrace,  furrounded 
by  a  rail,  commanding  one  of  the  fineft  profpefts  I -have  ever  feen.  You  look  down 
upon  the  vine  hills  cut  into  terraces,  and  fee  the  Rhine,  which,  rolling  through  the 
threatening  hills  which  block  it  up,  here  begins  to  be  encompaifed  in  deep  night.  This 
view  down  to  the  river  is  moft  terrific.  The  partly  covered  and  partly  naked  rocks, 
which  encompafs  the  river,  make  you  think  it  is  forcing  its  way  through  a  fubterraneous 
cavern.  The  rock,  on  which  you  iland,  ftretches  itfelf  to  the  oppofite  fliore,  where 
another  abrupt  mountain  ftands  like  an  immenfe  pillar.  The  meeting  together  of  thefe 
two  great  mountains  occafions  a  fall  in  the  Rhine,  the  dead  noife  cf  which  has  a  won- 
derful eftetl  in  the  landfcape.  On  the  Rudeflieimer  fide,  and  near  the  fliore  you  look 
direftly  down  upon  from  the  terrace,  there  has  been  a  paflage  cut  through  the  hard  rocks, 
big  enough  tor  thedargeft  fliips  to  fail  through  ;  this  is  called  the  Bingenloch.  The 
rock,  which  occafions  the  fall  of  the  Rhine,  juts  out  wonderfully  above  the  water  in  the 
niidft  cf  the  ftream,  and  form.s  an  ifiand  partly  naked  and  partly  covered  with  briar?,, 
on  which  the  celebrated  Moufe  tower  ftands.  If  you  look  up  the  Rhine,  you  have  a 
view  of  the  beft  part  of  the  fmiling  Rhinegau,  and  the  whole  oppofite  ftiore.  -  Varied  and 
beautiful  as  this  part  of  the  profpefl:  is,  it  is  ftill  exceeded  by  what  you  fee  on  looking 
ftraight  before  you  from  the  terrace;  you  have  here  a  view  into  a  narrow  gulph,  through 
which  the  river  Nahe,  which  fills  its  bottom,  communicates  with  the  Rhine.  On  the 
fore  ground,  where  the  Nahe  joins  with  the  Rhine,  you  have,  to  the  right,  the  well 
wooded  coloifal  mountain,  to  which  the  Rudeflieimer  rock  joins  itfelf  under  water.  On 
the  neck  of  land  to  the  left,  you  have  the  city  of  Bingen  at  the  foot  of  another  moun- 
tain, the  tops  of  which  are  crowned  by  an  old  caftle.  The  gullet  itfelf,  which  is  near 
tvv^o  miles  long,  is  wafte  and  dark  ;  only  the  red  Hate  of  a  mountain  in  it  has  a  fingular 
effeft,  when  oppofed  to  the  woods,  which  appear  every  where  to  the  right,  and  to 
the  mountains  on  the  left,  which  are  partly  naked  and  mean,  and  partly  planted  with 
vineyards.  In  the  middle  of  the  gullet  there  is  a  ftone  bridge  over  the  Nahe,  which 
ftili  bears  the  name  of  Drufus's  bridge,  from  Drufus  Germanicus  its  builder,  and  ex- 
tremely raiies  the  piclurelque  view  of  the  whole.  At  the  end  of  the  gullet  ftands  a  mill, 
not  lefs  pifturefque  than  the  bridge.  Such  is  the  fore  ground  ;  and  the  back  ground  is 
ilill  more  beautiful.  The  gullet,  which  contains  the  Nahe,  is  like  a  glafs,  through 
which  you  look  down  upon  the  moft  laughing  landfcape.  The  clear  light,  the  diftant 
blue  of  the  hills  and  mountains,  fome  beautiful  villages,  foft  woods,  and  the  vine  hills 
around  all  thefe,  indicate  that  the  country  behind  this  black  fluice  is  an  open  one,  and 
moft  richly  ornamented  :  this  is  a  profpect  the  hke  to  which  I  had  never  yet  feen. 

The  city  of  Bingen,  which,  together  with  the  toll  on  the  Rhine,  worth  about  30,000 
guilders,  belongs  to  the  Chapter  of  Mentz,  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  contains  about 
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foilr  thoufand  five  hundred  inhabitants.  A  great  part  of  the  corn,  which  is  carried  irito 
the  Rhinesjau  from  tlie  neighbouring  Palatinate,  comes  through  this  place  ;  which  on 
the  other  hand  fuppiies  the  Palatinate  with  drugs,  and  various  foreign  coniniodities. 
This  traiiic  alono  would  make  the  place  very  lively  ;  but  befides  this  it  has  very  fruit- 
ful vineyards.  The  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  it  lies,  and  one  I'lde  of  which  is  made  by 
the  gullet,  through  which  the  Nahe  runs  into  the  Rhine,  forms  another  deep  rock  be- 
hind this  gullet  parallel  to  the  Rhine,  and  the  golden  Rudefheimer  mountain  ;  it  there- 
fore enjoys  the  fame  fun  as  this  does,  which  makes  the  Budefheimer  wine  that  grows 
on  it  little  inferior  to  the  Rudefheimer. 

After  1  had  enjoyed  this  yncommonly  beautiful  profpe£l  during  a  few  days,  I  fpent  a 
few  more  in  the  villages  of  the  Rhinegau  :  here  too  I  received  ocular  demonftration 
tb.at  the  cultivators  cf  vineyards  are  not  the  happieft  of  men.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe 
regions  are  fome  cf  them  extremely  rich,  and  fome  extremely  poor  ;  the  happy  middle 
itate  is  not  for  countries,  the  chief  producl:  of  which  is  wine  :  for  befides,  that  the  culti- 
vation of  the""  vineyard  is  infinitely  more  troublefome  and  expenfive  than  agriculture,  it 
is  fubjccted  to  revolutions,  which  in  an  inftant  reduce  the  holder  of  land  to  tlie  condi- 
tion of  a  day  labourer,  it  is  a  great  misfortune  for  this  country,  that  though  retrained 
hv  law,  the  nobility  are,  through  connivance  of  the  Eleftor,  allowed  to  purchafe  as 
inuch  land  as  they  pleafe.  The  peafant  generally  begins  by  running  in  debt  for  his 
vineyard  ;  fo  that  if  it  does  not  turn  out  well,  he  is  reduced  to  day-labour,  and  the 
rich  man  extends  his  poffefiions  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  country.  There  are  feveral 
peafants  here  who,  having  incomes  of  30,  50,  or  100,000  guilders  a  year,  have  laid 
afide  the  peafant,  and  afliimed  the  wine  merchant ;  but  fplendid  as  their  iituation  is, 
it  does  not  compenfate,  in  the  eyes  of  the  humans  man,  for  the  fight  of  fo  many  poor 
people  with  which  the  villages  fwarm.  In  order  to  render  a  country  of  this  kind  prof- 
perous,  theflate  fliould  appropriate  a  fund  to  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  the  peafant  in 
bad  years,  and  giving  him  the  afTiflance"  which  his  necefTities,  and  his  want  of  ready 
money,  may  from  time  10  time  make  convenient. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Rhinegau  are  a  handfome  and  uncommonly  ffrong  race  of 
men.  You  fee  at  the  very  firlt  afped:  that  their  wine  gives  them  merry  hearts  and 
found  bodies.  They  have  a  great  deal  of  natural  wit,  and  a  vivacity  and  jocofenefs 
which  diftinguiflies  them  very  much  from  their  neighbours.  You  need  only  compare 
them  with  fome  of  thefe,  to  be  convinced  that  the  drinker  of  wine  excels  the  drinker 
of  beer  and  water,  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  that  the  inhabitant  of  the  fouth  is  much 
flouter  than  he  who  lives  in  the  north  ;  for  though  the  wine  drinker  may  not  have 
quite  as  much  flefli  as  he  who  drinks  only  beer,  he  has  better  blood,  and  can  bear  much 
more  work.  Tacitus  had  already  obferved  this  in  his  trcatife  De  moribus  Gcnimnorujii. 
"  The  large  and  corpulent  bodies  of  the  Germans  (fays  he)  have  a  great  appearance, 
but  are  not  made  to  iaft."  At  that  time  almoft  all  the  Germans  drank  only  water;  but  the 
mere  drinking  of  wine  has  etfefted  a  revolution  in  feveral  parts  of  Germanv,  which 
makes  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  very  different  from  thofe  defcribcd  by 
Tacitus.  Black  and  brown  hair  is  much  commoner  here  than  the  white  which  made 
the  Germans  fo  famous  in  old  R.ome. 

You  will  eafily  imagine  that  the  monks  fare  particularly  well  in  ib  rich  a  countrv. 
We  made  a  vifit  to  the  Prelate  of  Erbach.  I  cannot  find  adequate  words  to  difcover 
the  poverty  of  this  cloifler.  Thefe  lordly  monks,  for  fo  in  every  refpefl  they  are,  have 
an  excellent  hunt,  rooms  magnificently  furniflied,  billiard  tables,  half  a  dozen  beaudful 
finging  women,  and  a  ft upendous  wine  cellar,  the  well  ranged  batteries  of  which  made 
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me  fliuddcr.  A  monk,  who  faw  my  aftonifliment  at  the  number  of  the  cafks,  aflured 
me,  that  without  the  benign  inlluence  which  flowed  from  them,  it  would  be  totally  irn- 
pcflible  for  the  cloifterto  fubfift  in  fo  damp  a  fituation. 

I  Avas  not  iurprifed  at  the  hofpitality  of  thefe  monks,  as  I  had  met  with  many  fcenes' 
of  the  kind  before,  nor  do  I  envy  thcle  wordly  fathers  the  good  lot  they  have  met  with 
on  this  earth  ;  but  I  am  not  quite  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  pains  which  fome  of  them 
take  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  and  fuperPtition.  I  was  particularly  difpleafed 
with  the  pilgrimage  to  a  wood  near  Geyfenheim,  where  the  capuchins  work  miracles  in 
abundance.  The  very  name  of  the  place  aifords  room  for  fcandal  and  blaiphemy.  It 
is  called  the  Need  of  God.  According  to  the  legend,  a  fmall  wooden  image  of  the  Re- 
deemer was,  by  the  careleifnefs  or  ignorance  of  a  farmer,  (tuck  iu  the  hollow  of  a  tree, 
where  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  crying  out.  Need  of  God  !  Need  of  God  !  till  at  lall 
fome  peafan's  in  the  neighbourhood  came  and  removed  the  caufe  of  the  piteous  cry. 
Since  this  time  it  has  performed  numberlefs  miracles,  which  it  is  poffible  help  the  capu- 
chins out  of  their  necelhties. 


LETTER  LXV. 

Mentz. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  great  redudion,  made  by  the  Archbilhop  of  this 
place  of  his  civil  lift,  it  flill  remains  by  much  too  immoderate  and  expenfive.  He  has 
iiis  miniflers,  his  counfellors  of  fiate,  and  eighty  or  ninety  privy  counfellors  of  various 
denominations.  The  expence  of  this  eitabiirnment  is  very  difproportionate  to  the  re- 
venue of  the  date.  This  is  owing  to  the  large  number  of  poor  nobility,  who  can  only 
accept  of  employments  of  this  kind.  Ignorance  of  the  true  principles  of  government 
are  the  caufes  of  this  evil.  The  confequences  are,  that  a  great  number  of  perfons,  who 
might  be  ufefully  employed,  live  in  idlenefs. 

Even  the  military  eltablifhment  of  the  country  appears  to  me  more  calculated  for  the 
purpofe  of  feeding  a  hungry  nobility,  than  for  real  ufe.  At  the  acceifion  of  the  prefent 
Eleftor,  though  the  whole  army  only  confifted  of  two  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  there 
were  fix  generals.  The  regular  efiablifhrnent  paid  for  and  fupported  by  the  country  is 
eight  thoufand  men  ;  but  though  there  are  only  two  thoufanti  kept  up,  the  money  ex- 
pended for  their  fupport,  particularly  that  given  to  numberlefs  ufelefs  officers,  might 
be  made  ufe  of  more  for  the  benelit  of  the  country.  The  army  of  the  Archbifho]* 
confiffs  of  a  German  guard  of  fifty  men  and  twenty-five  horfes,  a  Swifs  guard,  a  fqua- 
dron  of  huifars  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  (the  mofl  ufeful  troops,  as  they  purge 
the  land  of  robbers  and  murderers.)  a  corps  of  artillery  of  one  hundred  and  four  men, 
three  regiments  of  infantry  of  fix  hundred  men  each,  and  fome  companies  belonging  to 
the  armies  of  Franconia  and  the  Upper  Palatinate. 

Of  the  fortifications  of  Mentz,  we  may  fay  much  the  fame  as  of  the  army.  Were 
they,  indeed,  improved  and  kept  up  as  they  ought  to  be,  they  would  vie  with  Luxem- 
burg, and  be  the  mofl  powerful  of  all  the  barriers  againfl  France.  It  is  true  that  the 
nature  of  the  ground  does  not  allow  of  a  regular  plan  ;  hut  for  fingle  parts,  I  have 
feen  no  place  of  tlie  fame  capabilities,  where  greater  advantages  have  been  taken  of  the 
ground  for  the  eredion  of  the  feveral  works.  The  beauty,  as  well  as  fize  of  them,  is 
indeed  an  objeft  of  great  wonder;  but  though  the  circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  and 
even  the  empire  in  gener.d,  has  laid  out  great  lums  on  the  building  thefe  fortifications,, 
parts  of  them  are  not  finifhcd,  and  parts  of  them  are  ready  to  fall  to  pieces.  Their  extent, 
indeed,  would  require  a  great  army  to  man.     But  this,  as  well  as  the  maintaining  and, 
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keeping  them  up,  is  evidently  beyond  the  power  of  this  court,  or  indeed  of  the  whole 
circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine  united.  They  are,  therefore,  alfo  to  be  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  things,  which  ferve  more  for  magnificence  than  real  ufe. 

Whilfl:  the  greater  courts  of  Germany  are  endeavouring  to  fimplify  their  feveral 
fyflemsas  much  as  poffible,  and  to  introduce  into  their  feveral  adminiftrations,  aftrong 
and  efficacious  fpirit  of  oeconomy  ;  the  diffipation,  pomp,  and  love  of  outfide  fhevv  of 
the  lefler  ones,  is  beyond  all  bounds,  and  almofl:  furpaffes  all  belief.  Thefe  courts  very 
much  refemble  the  cxpenfive  puppet-fliovv  theatre  of  Prince  Ellerazi,  which  I  defcribed 
to  you  in  a  former  letter  ;  the  orcheftra  is  fine,  the  fcenes  beautiful,  and  the  poets  and 
machinery  delegable  ;  but  the  aftors  are  only  puppets,  deficient  in  what  conditutes 
true  greatnefs.  Thefe  petty  princes  want  to  make  up  for  it,  by  lliining  in  little  things, 
an  aftedation  which  would  only  deferve  ridicule,  if  it  were  not  for  the  oppreihon  of  the 
fubjeft.  As  things  are  circumflanced,  it  is  much  too  ferious  a  matter  for  a  friend  of 
human  nature  to  make  merry  with.  This  reproach,  however,  does  not  fo  much  af- 
fect the  prefent  Archbilhop,  who,  as  far  as  circumftances  allow  him,  is  perhaps  the  only 
prelate  who  endeavours  to  render  his  court  and  ifate  expences  more  ufeful  than  ofleii- 
tatious,  as  it  does  the  neighbouring  palatinate,  through  which  I  took  a  fortnight's  ram- 
ble. 

When  I  was  at  Munich,  and  faw  there  the  ufelefs  heap  of  court  attendants,  eunuchs, 
dancers,  fingers,  gardens,  and  generals,  I  placed  a  great  part  of  them  to  the  account  of 
the  lafl  Eledor,  and  imagined  the  prefent  had  been  unwilling  to  make  any  alterations, 
not  to  render  himfelf  odious,  which  was  the  more  to  be  avoided,  as  the  acquifition  of 
Bavaria  had  made  his  circumftances  very  good  ;  but  how  furprifed  was  I,  at  my  ar- 
rival at  Manheim,  to  find  the  fame  tafte  for  magnificence,  pleafure,  and  idle  expence. 
Would  you  believe,  brother,  that  the  court  of  Manheim,  the  revenue  of  which  is  not 
above  ■5,200,000  Rhenifh  guilders,  lays  out  20o,oco  of  them  annually  on  its  opera  and 
mufic?  Would  you  believe  that  the  keeping  up  the  Schvveffingen  gardens,  fcarce  in- 
ferior to  ihofe  of  Verfailles,  is  an  annual  expence  of  40,000  ?  and  that  the  caftles  of 
Manheim  and  Schwefllngen  cofl  60,000  guilders  a  year  ?  that  the  hunt  cods  80,000, 
and  the  ftables  100,000  guilders?  that  this  court  has  eleven  regiments,  with  a  general 
to  each,  which  all  together  do  not  make  above  five  thoufand  five  hundred  men  ?  not- 
withftanding  the  boalls  of  the  fervants  of  the  court,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  difpute  be- 
tween their  mafter,  the  Counts  of  Leinengen,  and  the  city  ot  Achin,  fpoke  of  forty 
thoufand  men  to  be  fent  againfl  the  Emperor,  who  threatened  them  with  an  execution, 
and  fifteen  thoufand  more  ready  to  march  again  ft  the  city  of  Achin.  I  have  already 
told  you,  when  fpeaking  of  Munich,  that  to  make  the  puppet  theatre  complete,  the  two 
or  three  fliips  on  the  Rhine  have  a  lord  high  admiral  to  them. 

It  is  true  indeed  that  the  good  Eleftor  is  in  a  great  meafure  innocent  of  their  exceffive 
wafte.  His  fervants  bring  him  in  falfe  eftimates  of  his  greatnefs,  and  flatter  his  weak- 
nefs,  in  order  to  divide  the  plunder  between  themfelves. 

The  Palatinate  is  called  the  paradife  of  Germany.  You  will  judge  of  itsfruitfulnefs, 
when  I  tell  you  that,  exclufive  of  a  great  deal  of  wheat  fold  in  the  territories  of  Mentz 
and  Treves,  and  exported  into  Switzerland,  it  fupplies  France  every  year  with  three 
thoufand  combs  of  grain.  A  comb  is  a  meafure  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds. 
Befides  corn,  they  abound  in  wine  and  tobacco.  But  what  gives  the  greateft  idea  of 
the  profperity  of  the  country,  is  a  lift  of  the  taxes,  which  was  Ihewed  me  by  a  colleftor. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  fmgle  article,  the  air  only  which  the  people  breathe  ex- 
cepted, which  is  not  to  be  found  amongft  them.  Some  contributions,  fuch  as  thofe 
for  the  canal  of  Frankenthorn,  dams  on  the  Rhine,  &c.  which  ought  naturally  to  have 
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ceafed,  'when  the  neceffities  they  were  meant  to  ferve  (if  indeed  fuch  a  ufelefs  and  fu- 
perfluous  canal   can   be  called  a  neccflity)  have  been  turned   into   perpetual   inipoRs. 
The  mofl  wonderful  thing  of  all,  however,  for  a  politician,  are  the  cuftotns  of  the  Pa- 
latinate.    Merely  with  a  view  of  raifing  thefe,   the  cuftom-houfes  have  been  fo   iu- 
creafed,  that  almoft  every  place  in  the  high  road  has  fome  particular  cuftoni  payable  in 
jr,   and  all  the  goods  which  pafs  through  it  are  likewife  taxable.      Prejudicii!  as  this 
eftablifhment  is,  even  to  the  internal  police  of  the  country,  as  in  confequence  of  it  a 
village  is  often  three  times  more  remote  from  the  dwelling-place  of  its  bailift'  than  it 
ought  to  be,  if  nature  and  the  good  of  the  fubjefts  were  more  confulted  than  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Eleftor  and  his  fcrvants  ;  yet  is  every  fpark  of  patriotifm  fo  extinguillied  in 
this  country,  that  there  is  no  expectation  of  a  change  for  the  better  ever  being  brought 
about.     In  many  places  on  the  road,  the  only  mark  of  the  cuilom-houfe  is  the  great 
flick,  which  enforces  payment.     The  poor  people,  who  export  the  commodities  of  the 
country,  arc  often  compelled  to  go  three  miles  out  of  the  road  to  pay  the  tax.     In  fhort 
the  only  difference  betwixt  the  praftice  of  the  ancient  German  nobility,  who,    even  fo 
low  down  as  the  times  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  ufed  to  rob  the  merchant  on  the 
road,  or  compel  paflage-money   from  him;  and  the  prefent  fyftem  of  taxation  in  the 
Palatinate  is,   that  the  old  nobility  did  that  at  the  hazard  of  their  heads,  which  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Palatinate  does  without  danger,  and  without  confcioufnefs  of  doing 
wrong. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  flill  better  idea  of  the  oeconomy  of  this  country,  you  mufl 
know  that  there  is  a  monopoly  cflablifiied  for  the  furnifliing  of  all  the  wood  burnt,  not 
only  in  the  city  of  Manheim,  but  for  fome  miles  round.  This  is  not  fuch  a  monopoly 
as  that  ettablifhed  at  Berlin,  which  you  know  rather  helps  the  peafant  to  fell  his  wood, 
than  otherwife.  Here  a  natural  fon  of  the  Eledor,  raifed  by  him  to  the  dignity  of 
count,  having  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  projedor,  procured  the  patent  which 
has  enabled  him  to  live  magnificently  at  the  expence  of  the  country. 

The  adminiflration  of  this  country  is  fuch,  that  it  is  really  difgufling  to  me  to  pick  out 
fpccimens  of  it  to  lay  before  you.     Every  thing  that  you  have  ever  heard  of  the/(;/)^/v7/«' 
government  of  prieils,  miftrefles,  baflards,  parvenus,  proje£toi"s,  eunuchs,  bankrupts, 
and  the  like,  exiits  in  the  Palatinate  at  one  and  the  <ame  time.     I  have  fpoken  with  fe- 
veral   miniilers,  who  made  no  myRery  of  having  bought  their  places.     Indeed  there 
are  more  inftances  than  one  of  places  having  been  put  up  at  public  audion,  in  the  an- 
tichambers  of  the  miftrefles.     One  natural  confequence  of  this  is,  the  flagrant  oppref- 
lions  of  the  little  governors  or  cuftom-houfe  officers,  who  are  fo    many  Turkifh  ba- 
(haws;  and  are  feared  in  rileir  refpedtive  diflrifts  as  the  executioners  of  the  vengeance  of 
heaven.      I   had  the  honour  to  dine  with  one  of  thefe  bafliaws.      The  company  was 
large  and  fplendid.      He  and  his  numerous  family  abounded  in  rings,   watches,   lace, 
and  every  appendage  of  the  moft  extravagant  luxury  :  we  had  twenty-four  diOies  ?t 
dinner,  and  amongll  the  reft  young  peacocks.     The  defert  was  of  a  piece  vvith  the  reft, 
and  every  thing  in  the  higheft  ton.     Befides  this,  the  man  had  a  fnug  ftable,   magni- 
ficent carriage,  and   hounds,  and  yet  his  falary  was  not  more  than  2000  guilders,  or 
200!.  a  year.     Wow  he  could  keep  up  fuch  an  eftabliflnnent  on  fuch  a  revenue,  would 
be,  no  doubt,  eafily  learned  from  the  poor  peafants  under  him,  if  we  could  obtain  their 
confidence.  With  the  rich  peafants,  a  bafhaw  of  this  kind  is  naturally  upon  good  terms. 
1  v.'as  fhewn  a  man,  who,  though  he  had  been  publicly  baniflied  from  another  part  of  the 
empire,    for   his  infamous  conduft,   had,  notwithi'landing,    by  following   the  turnings 
and  windings  of  this  place,  railed  himfelf  to  a  place,  from  whence  he  v/as  enabled  to 
look  down  upon  his  enemies  with  contempt.     There  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  Germany, 
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in  which  adventurers  of  all  forts  are  fo  fure  to  make  their  fortunes  as  they  are  here> 
Provided  they  take  care  to  prit  part  of  the  booty  into  the  Electoral  cheft,  they  are  fure 
to  live  unmolefted.  The  lotto  of  Genoa,  vi/hich,  though  decorated  with  a  fniooth  and 
fplendid  name,  is  in  fatt  no  more  than  a  Pharaoh  table,  at  which  the  (iate  endeavours  to 
cheat  its  fubjefts,  thrives  in  no  German  foil  fo  well  as  in  this.  It  harmonized  too  well 
with  the  reft  of  the  fyflem  of  finance,  not  to  be  readily  and  eagerly  adopted.  I  have 
feen  lottery-office  propofals  publiflaed  with  the  Elector's  privilege,  and  decorated  with, 
his  arm?,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that  a  lottery  is  the  foort€j},  fafeji,  and  ?no/i  becoming  way 
for  a  man  to  make  his  fortune.  Now,  every  body  knows,  that  what  advantage  there- 
is  in  a  game  of  this  kind  is  only  for  the  rich,  and  ihat  he  who  buys  his  thirty-twos  and 
fixty-fourths  is  fure  to  be  undone.  What  muft  we  think  then  of  a  court,  which  ufts. 
every  trick  and-paltry  artifice  to  entice  its  fubjeds  to  play  a  game,  by  which  they  are: 
fure  to  lofe,  and  it  muft  gain  at  leaft  loo  per  cent  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  is  fuch- 
a  lottery  in  every  court  in  Germany  ;  but  at  none  are  fuch  mean  tricks  as  thefe  made: 
ufe  of  to  induce  the  fubjefts  to  play. 

Thefe  oppreftions,  however,  great  as  they  feem,  are  ftill  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
what  the  proteftants  have  to  fuffer  from  the  court.  According  to  repeated  treaties,  the- 
eftabliflied  religion  of  the  country  fliould  be  the  reformed  ;  but  notwithftanding  this,, 
the  Catholics  have  found  means  to  grow  powerful  enough,  not  only  to  be  at  the  head 
of  every  thing  themfelves,  but  to  perfecute  the  Proteftants  in  the  moft  infamous  man- 
ner. For  this  purpofe  they  have  received  villains  of  every  kind  into  their  villages,  to 
increafe  the  number  of  Catholics  ;  they  have  difpoffeffed  the  Proteftants  of  all  places  and; 
pofts  whatever ;  they  have  treated  them  wi.h  every  kind  of  indignity  ;  nay,  even  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  the  moft  fcandalous  and  infamous  partialities  have  taken  place.  And. 
yet,  fo  are  human  affairs  condufted,  amidft  tliis  outrageous  tyranny,  and  whilft  the 
emigrations  to  America  have  been  fuch,  that  the  Englifli  know  no  other  name  for  a- 
German  than  that  of  Palatine,  this  court  has  met  with  authors,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
country,  to  extol  the  wifdom  of  its  councils  :  nay,  would  you  thin.k  it !  although  half 
the  fubjefts  of  the  country  are  driven  out  of  it,  and  the  reft  fo  oppreil'ed  that  they  hardly- 
know  how  to  live  in  it,  there  is  a  college  for  teaching  the  feveral  branches  of  political 
eeconomy  fubfifting  at  Lantern,  and  projeftors  innumerable  are  fent  to  Frankenthal  to. 
eftablifti  manufaftures ! 

That,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  and  multifarious  vexations  they  are  expofed  to,. 
the  farmers  of  this  country  are  ftill  enabled  to  hold  up  their  heads,  is,  no  doubt,  owing 
to  the  frequent  emigrations.  Thefe  keep  the  price  of  land  low,  and  enable  the  half: 
who  remain  (for  above  half  are  driven  out)  to  fubfift-  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  com- 
fort. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  reputation  which  the  manufaftures  of  the  Palatinate  have 
gained,  there  is  more  fhew  than  fubftance  about  them.  All  thofo  of  Frankenthal  put 
together  are  not  equal  to  fingle  ones  which  might  be  named  in  Auftria,  in  Switzerland,. 
at  Berlin,  and  in  feveral  other  countries.  Excepting  only  the  china  manufaftory,  there 
.  is  not  a  fingle  one  which  employs  a  hundred  m.en,  or  has  a  capital  of  ioc,ooo  guilders^ 
But  here  they  call  a  place  where  three  men  and  a  few  boys  are  making  wafers,  a  wafer 
mar.iifadory.  In  this  fenfe,  every  taylor  and  fhoemaker's  (hop  may  pafs  for  a  manu- 
faftory. And  yet  they  do  not  know,  how  to  prepare  the  produce  of  the  country  for 
the  internal  confumption  of  it.  The  tobacco  which  grows  in  the  Palatinate  is  carried 
into  Holland  to  be  made,  and  brought  back  again  for  confumption.  Another  proof  of 
the  wifdom  of  this  government  is,  the  difficulties  it  places  in  the  way  of  the  exports  of 
hs  own  fubjefts.     The  city  of  Mentz,  I  have  told  you,  fubfifts  entirely  by  bread  made 
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hi  the  Palaiinate.  Would  you  think  that  the  court  of  Manheim,  which,  like  all  the 
other  petty  courts  of  Germany,  is  ever  ready  to  quarrel  with  its  neighbours,  notwhh- 
flanding  every  treaty  and  feeming  appearance  of  amity  between  th.ni,  wanted  to  force 
the  inhabitants  of  Mentz  to  conie  and  buy  their  food  in  the  Palatinate  ?  Before  this,  the 
farmers  carried  it  to  the  ciiy  niarket ;  but  t'le  court  of  ManhLim  eflaMifliod  wcek^'  mar- 
kets at  Oppenheim,  and  other  places  near  the  fjontiers  of  Mentz.  No  doubt,  it  would 
have  been  an  advantage  to  the  Palatines,  had  fi rangers  brought  the  money  to  their  mar- 
kets, and  the  Eleftor  might  have  fet  his  owu  prices  on  his  commodity,  provided  that 
Mentz  and  the  Rhinegau  had  been  fo  entirely  dependant  upon  him  as  not  to  have  the 
pofiibility  of  a  fupply  by  any  other  means  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  people  of  Mentz  faw 
tliemfelves  compelled  to  pay  more  than  they  did  before,  they  opened  an  immediate  trade 
with  the  rich  corn  countries  of  the  "Wetterau,  about  Ufingen  and  Friedberg  ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  the  Palatines  became  the  dupe'^of  tlie  caprices  of  their  maf- 
ters,  and  were  compelled  to  carry  their  commodity  into  France  and  Switzerland,  with 
far  more  trouble  and  far  lefs  profit.  As,  however,  none  of  the  projeds  of  this  court 
have  any  confiftency,  the  markets  of  Mentz  have,  within  thefe  few  years  paft,  been  vi- 
fited  again.     The  culloms  are  no  fmall  hindrance  to  exportation. 

Manheim  is  a  very  regularly  built  pretty  little  city,  containing  about  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  of  which,  fince  the  court  refides  at  Munich,  it  has  loft  about  two  thou- 
fand.  The  Manheimers  very  much  want  the  Eleftor  to  refide  with  them,  and  leave 
Bavaria,  which  is  at  lead  fifty  times  as  large  as  the  Palatinate,  to  be  governed  by  a  de- 
puty. They  cannot  yet  underftand  what  it  is  their  prince  fees  in  Munich  to  give  it  the 
preference.  Indeed  they  are  fo  confcious  of  the  beauty  of  their  own  city,  that  they 
laugh  in  the  face  of  any  one  who  tells  them  there  are  finer  places  in  the  world  than 
Manheim  ;  which,  after  all,  it  is  doing  too  much  honour  to,  to  call  it  a  miniature  of 
Turin  or  Berlin,  and  other  towns.  Indeed,  if  you  except  the  dull  regularity  of  it,  Mu- 
nich is  a  much  finer  city  than  Manheim,  which  has  nothing  worth  feeing  in  it  but  the 
caftle,  and  church  of  the  Jefuits.  Every  thing  elfe  that  is  called  fine  here  is  fo  little  and 
artificial,  as  to  infpire  a  knowing  eye  only  with  difgufi:.  But  the  Manheimers  are  alto- 
gether the  proudefl  people  on  earth.  They  have  fo  great  an  idea  of  the  power  and 
riches  of  their  country,  as  not  to  fcruple  to  rank  their  prince  with  the  greatefl:  monarchs 
in  the  w  orld.  They  allure  you,  with  very  ferious  faces,  that  if  they  had  not  been  the 
friends  of  peace,  and  averle  to  the  fiiedding  of  hvnnan  blood,  it  would  have  been  eafy 
for  them  to  have  taken  poffeflion  of  Bavaria  by  force,  notuithftanding  all  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Thefe  ridiculous  airs,  no  doubt,  have  arifen  from  their 
being  furrounded  by  leller  flates,  and  their  Eleclor  being  the  fird  of  the  fmaller  princes  : 
but  their  univerfal  motto  in  every  thing  is,  "  Much  buftle  for  little  bufinefs."  The  love 
of  pleafure,  too,  is  fo  univerfal  here,  that  a  taylor's  wife  looks  upon  it  as  difgraceful  to 
be  faithful  to  herhufband.  This  diffipation,  and  the  love  of  drefs,  has  a  very  ftriking 
afpeft,  when  contrafted  with  the  deep  poverty  that  obtains  throughout.  The  women 
of  this  place  are  remarkably  handfome,  agreeable,  and  pleafing. 

The  government  of  the  Palatinate  is  one  of  the  molt  arbitrary  in  Germany.  There 
are  no  flates,  and  the  privileges  of  the  communities  are  the  jefl  of  the  court.  But  here, 
more  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  v/orld,  you  may  be  convinced  that  the  mofi:  defpo- 
tic  prince  in  the  world  is  the  mofl:  limited.  The  Eleftor  depends  on  his  lowed  fervants, 
and  is  the  dupeof  all  who  furround  him.  Every  fubordinate  minider  is  a  defpot  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  far  as  the  fphere  of  his  power  extends ;  fo  that  when  a  fovereign  has  not  - 
fpirit  enough  to  look  into  the  details  of  government,  or  at  lead  to  rebuke  his  miniders, 
he  is  fure  to  find  there  is  a  confpiracy  againd  him  and  the  country,  whild  there  is  no- 
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body  left  to  tell  him  the  truth,  or  fay  a  word  for  the  good  caufe.  It  is  impoflible  for 
the  Eledor  to  lay  the  firft  ftone  of  a  building,  without  being  cheated  in  the  moft  fcanda. 
lous  manner. 


LETTER   LXVI. 

Cologne. 

IF  God  vouchfafes  me  life,  brother,  I  will  once  more  fail  from  Mentz  hither ;  for 
never  in  my  life  had  I  a  pleafanter  voyage.  The  fail  on  the  Danube  is  fine,  but  that  on 
the  Rhine  tar  furpaffes  it;  and  indeed  I  know  nothing  to  compare  with  this  laft,  but  the 
fail  on  the  lakes  of  Geneva  or  Zurich.  My  company  v^as  agreeable,  and  the  velfel  a 
far  different  kind  of  a  thing  from  the  miferable  rafters  on  the  Danube :  it  had  a  mail: 
and  fails,  the  deck  had  rails  round  it,  and  there  were  windows  and  other  furniture  in 
the  cabin. 

After  having  loft  fight  of  the  magnificent  and  laughing  Rhinegau,  we  were  carried 
through  a  narrow  valley,  entirely  occupied  by  the  Rhine,  which  opens  under  Bingen. 
The  contraft  was  extremely  ftriking.  The  hills,  which  hang  perpendicularly  over  the 
Rhine,  are  fometimes  covered  with  various  greens,  fometimes  with  naked  ftones,  and 
now  and  then  with  blue  or  white  flates  :  their  appearance,  their  flope,  the  different  and 
various  culture  which  you  fee  every  now  and  then  upon  them,  together  with  the  wind- 
ings of  the  Rhine,  change  the  profpeft  almoft  every  moment.  Notwithftandiug  the 
difadvantageous  fituation  of  it,  the  banks  of  this  vale  are  much  more  peopled,  and  much 
better  cuUivated,  than  any  part  of  the  Danube  whatever.  You  have  a  village  almoft 
every  three  miles,  and  every  hill  is  crowned  with  a  caftle,  formerly  the  habitation  of 
fome  German  knight.  The  moft  pifturefque  fancy  can  point  nothing  more  I'omantic, 
than  the  fituation  of  thefe  cities  and  villages.  We  had  a  Scotchman  with  us,  who  had 
come  over-land  from  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  man  was  like  a  madman.  He  found  fomfe- 
thing  like  Scotland  in  every  place  we  admired  ;  but  on  my  aflcing  him  what  there  was  in 
his  own  country  Hke  the  vineyards  which  we  faw,  he  fwore  that,  as  to  thefe,  their  uni- 
formity and  dull  regularity  made  them  an  unpleafing  fight ;  and  obliged  him  to  rcfrefl* 
his  eyes  with  a  fight  of  the  impending  hills.  I  anfwered  him  only  by  bringing  him  a 
glafs  of  red  Afmannfliaufer  wine,  which  he  found  very  drinkable. 

The  fineft  fpots  in  this  romantic  country  are  thofe  about  Bacharach  and  Kaub  (\vhich 
He  directly  oppofiteeach  other  on  different  fides  of  the  river),  and  thofe  about  St.  Goar 
and  Coblentz.  The  fituation  of  Bacharach  is  like  the  place  itfelfjdark  and  tremendoufly 
beautiful.  The  hill,  at  the  front  of  which  the  little  town  lies,  hangs  direclly  perpendi- 
cularly over  it,  and  is  in  part  covered  with  vineyards,  which  produce  one  of  the  beft 
Rhenifti  wines.  The  fituation  of  Kaub  is  more  open  and  more  gay,  and  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  houfes  being  painted  of  a  light  white  upon  a  deep  green,  contrafts  very 
pleafingly  with  the  wonderful  black  of  Bacharach.  In  the  midft  of  the  Rhine,  betwixt 
the  two  cities,  on  a  rock  w  hich  hardly  rifes  above  the  furface  of  the  v/ater,  llands  a  high, 
thick,  folid  tower,  called  the  Palatine.  This,  which,  as  well  as  the  two  towns,  belongs  to 
the  Eledlor,  is  generally  looked  upon  by  the  common  people  as  the  original  feat  of  tbe 
family.  You  can  conceive  nothing  more  fingular  or  ftriking  in  a  landfcape  than  the 
fituation  of  this  tower,  when  viewed  from  a  certain  diftance. 

The  country  about  St.  Goar  is  quite  of  a  different  kind.  On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
on  the  right,  and  on  one  of  the  perpendicular  hills,  which  are  diftinguiftied  by  their  ma- 
jeftic  appearance,  there  ftands  an  old  caftle  which  they  ftill  keep  up.  The  left  ftiore,. 
on  which  the  city  ftands,  is  ftill  more  perpendicular,  but  it  is  cultivated  with  fingular  in- 
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duftry.  The  vines  are  planted  as  at  Rudeflieim,  on  a  number  of  fmall  alcendant  ter- 
races, which  rife  to  a  great  height.  The  fpace  betwixt  the  rock  and  the  flream  is  fo 
narrow,  that  the  inliabitants  are  fonietimes  compelled  to  build  in  the  rock  itfelf.  Jufl 
above  the  city  there  rifes  majeftically  a  fort  called  Rheinfels,  which  gave  its  name  to  a 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Heffe  Caflel ;  but  fince  the  death  of  the  poffeiror,  has  fallen,  with 
the  country  belonging  to  it,  to  the  head  of  that  houfe.  The  town  itfelf  is  very  lively,  and 
far  the  bell  betwixt  Bingen  and  Coblcntz.  The  inhabitants  appear  to  be  a  very  active 
race  of  men.  A  little  above  the  city,  the  fliort  vi'indings  of  the  conflrained  Rhine  fornx 
a  whirlpool,  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Goar's  bank.  Though  no  remarkably  hz&  acci- 
dents ever  happen  '^.ere,  we  were  witnefl'es  to  one,  which  ihews  that  it  has  not  its  name 
for  nothing,  as  the  whirlpool  on  the  Danube  has.  A  large  veffel  from  Cologne  hap. 
pened  to  be  going  dov>'n  the  river  with  us.  It  had  taken  on  board  an  old  experienced 
pilot,  who,  in  the  dangerous  places,  flood  very  deep  in  the  river.  The  horlcs  pulled 
very  flrong :  on  a  fudden,  the  pilot  was  fo  entirely  borne  down  by  the  flrcam,  that  the 
velTel  lay  in  a  minute  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  though  this  was  a  hundred  and  fifty 
paces  diilant  from  the  place  it  was  going  down.  By  great  good  luck  there  was  a  wherry 
betwixt  it  and  the  rock  on  which  it  flruck,  which  prevented  it  from  receiving  gi'eat 
damage.     It  was,  however,  obliged  to  be  hoven  off. 

About  a  mile  above  Coblentz,  feveral  old  caftles  and  little  towns,  fituated  at  the  top 
and  bottom  of  thefe  woods  and  hills,  form  very  pleafing  views.  At  length  you  behold 
the  little  town  of  Lahnilein,  at  the  back  of  which  there  is  a  rough,  tall  mountain.  Near 
the  town,  a  gullet,  through  which  the  river  Lahn  runs  into  the  Rhine,  forms  a  very 
pleafing  perfpedive.  The  valley  is  ilill  fo  narrow  as  to  be  v.'holly  occupied  by  the  Rhine. 
As  you  approach  towards  Coblentz,  it  begins  to  widen  to  the  left.  At  a  diflance  you 
fee  a  magnificent  convent  of  Carthufians  ;  on  a  great  hill,  flraight  before  you,  the  city; 
and  to  the  right,  the  fleep  rock  crowned  by  the  fort  of  Ehrenbreitllcin.  At  the  foot  of 
the  hill  is  the  majeiiic  caille  inhabited  by  the  prince,  and  feveral  magnificent  buildinp-s. 
The  whole  has  an  effecl  not  to  be  cefcribed. 

Coblentz  is  a  very  pretty,  though  fomewhat  dead  town,  which  contains  about  twelve 
thoufand  inhabitants.  The  prefent  mailer,  a  Saxon  prince,  and  brother-in-law  to  the 
Emperor,  continues  true  to  the  old  fyftem.  He  is  exemplarily  good_,  and  I  believe  that 
it  is  his  goodnefs,  much  more  than  any  political  views,  which  makes  him  fo  attached 
to  the  papal  fyftem  of  church  government.  In  a  voyage  he  lately  made  to  AugflDurg, 
he  carried  his  veneration-for  the  Pope  fo  far,  as  to  throw  himfelf  on  his  knees  before 
him  in  the  public  church.  There  alfo  exifls  a  letter  of  his  to  his  brother-in-law,  ia 
which  he  reproaches  him,  in  very  fevere  terms,  for  his  intended  project  of  reform. 
Thefe  remondrances  were  nat,  however,  well  received  :  the  Emperor  looked  upon  the 
holy  father  in  a  very  different  light  from  the  good  archbifliop.  The  latter,  however, 
is  upon  the  whole  an  excellent  prince  ;  nor  does  his  piety,  as  that  of  princes  fometimes' 
docs,  degenerate  into  indolence  and  weaknefs. 

This  eccleliaflic  ovv'es  his  advancement  entirely  to  the  Emperor.  He  was  firft  recom- 
mended by  him  to  the  Chapter  of  I.uttich,  Vv-ho  refufed  the  recommendation  with  great 
harlhnefs.  The  Chapters  of  Mentz,Wurtzburgh,  and  Luttich,  are  the  only  ones  in  Ger- 
many who  endeavour  to  preferve  their  freedom  of  election.  Upon  the  refufal  of  Lut- 
tich, the  Emperor  tried  Treves,  who  made  lefs  difficulty.  As  Elector,  he  has  at  leaft 
500,000,  and  as  biihop  of  Augfburg  near  200,000  guilders.  Befides  this,  he  is  co- 
adjutor of  EUwangen,  where,  in  time,  he  may  exped  at  leafl  8000  guilders  more. 
Three,  fuch  pieces  of  preferment  would  almolt  make  tiie  think  with  Bellarmine  :  "  Only 
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make  me  Pope  Cfaid  a  Roman  patrician  to  one  who  wanted  to  convert  him),  and  I  will 
be  a  Chriftian !" 

The  country  betwixt  Coblentz  and  Cologne  is  very  fiae  and  very  well  peopled.  There 
IS  a  beautiful  tov/n  near  the  latter.  Newvied  is  quite  new,  regularly  built,  and  full  of  in- 
duflry.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  not  only  a  perfed  freedom  of  religion,  but  an  exemp- 
tion from  taxes,  very  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  Germany.  The  place  is  more  particu- 
larly diftinguilhed  as  the  refidence  of  a  colony  of  Moravians.  Jufl:  over  again!t  it,  cu 
the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Rhine,  lies  the  old  town  of  Andernach,  which,  though  not  fo 
liandfome  as  Newvied,  is  extremely  full  of  life.  Bonn,  the  r-cfidence  oi'  the  Eleclor  of 
Cologne,  is  the  largefl;  and  handfomeft  town  betwixt  Coblentz  and  Cologne,  h  con- 
tains twelve  thoufand  inhabitants.  Til!  you  come  vvitliin  two  or  three  miles  of  Cologn^.^ 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  have  ftill  hills,  only  the  ciiains  of  hills  are  fofier  than  betwixt 
Coblentz  and  Mentz,  and  they  are  now  and  then  broken  by  fmall  plains ;  but  here  the 
hills  terminate  to  the  right  with  feven  large  pyramids,  called  the  feven  hills'.  Thefeform 
a  fine  amphitheatre,  and  on  one  of  them  there  is  an  old  caflle.  From  hence  to  the  Ger- 
man ocean  there  arc  no  more  remarkable  hills.  Here  likewife  end  the  dominions  of  the 
■German  Bacchus. 

The  whole  Urip  of  land  from  here  to  Mentz,  is  one  of  the  richefl  and  befl  peopled 
in  all  Germanv.  In  this  courfe  of  eighteen  German  miles,  they  reckon  twenty  cities, 
which  lie  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  v.ere  mod  of  them  known  to  the  Romans. 
There  (till  remain  figns  enough  to  prove,  that  thcfe  were  fome  of  the  firft  countries 
broke  up.  Neither  morafles  nor  heaths  interrupt  the  agriculture,  which  is  carried  on 
with  great  indullry,  from  the  banks  of  the  river  to  a  great  diftance  up  the  country, 
Whililmany  caftles  and  cities,  built  in  other  parts  of  Germany,  in  the  times  of  Charle- 
magne and  his  fuccefibrs,  particularly  under  Henry  the  Firft,  have  been  deitroyed,  thofe 
which  were  built  in  this  country  not  only  remain,  but  feveral  frefli  ones  have  been  added 
10  them. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  the  natural  fruitfulnefs  of  the  country,  and  the  facility  of 
exportation  by  the  Rhine,  contributes  in  a  great  degree  to  this ;  but  it  is  alio  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  government.  In  the  three  ecclefiaftical  elecl;orates,they  know  nothing 
of  the  heavy  taxes  under  which  the  fubjefts  of  the  temporal  princes  fo  heavily  groan. 
They  have  raifed  the  cultoms  very  little.  No  fpecies  of  llavery  is  known  here.  There 
is  no  n^ed  of  heavy  tixes  to  portion  out  princefles.  They  have  no  overgrown  armies, 
nor  do  they  fell  the  Ions  of  their  farmers  to  foreign  powers,  nor  have  they  taken  any 
part  in  the  civil  or  foreign  difturbances  of  Germany.  From  all  this  it  follows,  that 
though  they  do  not  encourage  arts  and  manufaftures  fo  much  as  they  might  do,  agri- 
culture has  been  carried  to  a  height  amongll  them,  which  it  has  not  reached  in  any 
other  part  of  Germany.  So  true  it  is,  that  nature  will  do  of  herlelf  all  that  laws  and 
afts  of  parliament  can  produce,  as  foon  as  you  remove  the  impedmients  that  (land  in  the 
way. 

The  foreft  of  fliips  in  the  port,  and  the  numerous  church  fleeples,  give  Cologne  a 
very  magnificent  appearance  at  a  diftance ;  but  it  all  vaniflies  as  foon  as  you  fet  foot 
within  the  gates.  1  he  fti'eets  and  the  inhabitants  are  alike  dark  and  ugly.  I  had  fcarce 
made  my  entry,  when  I  met  with  an  event,  which  gave  me  no  very  high  idea  of  the  po- 
lice of  the  place.  On  my  landing  from  the  veffei,  they  fent  a  foldier  with  me  to  the 
inn,  to  fearch  my  baggage ;  but  we  were  hardly  alone,  when  he  told  me  how  old  he 
was,  what  a  trouble  it  would  be  for  him  to  go  to  the  inn,  and  in  Ihort  offered  to  let  me  go 
where  I  pleafed,  provided  I  would  ^ive  him  a  few  ftivers.     This  1  eafily  complied  \yith  ; 

but 
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I  had  hardly  got  rid  of  him,  when  a  troop  of  beggars  affailcd  me,  and  followed  ma 
quiie  to  the  inn.  Here  I  met  ui  h  another  fpecimen  of  the  manners.  The  hoftefa 
was  bareaining  with  a  dirty  monk  to  fay  niafs  for  her.  He  afked  14  flivers,  and  fhe 
would  give  him  only  12.  At  length,  when  they  had  flruck  their  biiri'ain,  and  the 
pried  was  gone  his  way,  there  came  another,  who  had  overheard  all  that  had  paffed,  and 
oftered  the  hoftefs,  if  flie  would  be  off,  to  fay  mafs  for  ten  (livers.  By  the  next  poll 
you  fhall  hear  more  from  this  city,  which  has  an  extraordinary  appearance  through- 
out. 


LETTER   lAVII. 

Cologne. 

COLOGNE,  brother,  Is  in  every  refpecl  the  uglieH:  town  in  all  Germany  ;  there  is 
not  a  fingle  building  worth  feeing  within  its  walls,  which  are  nine  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence :  moil  of  the  houfes  are  falling  to  the  ground  ;  a  great  part  of  them  fland  quite 
empty  ;  and  as  to  the  population,  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea  of  it,  than  by  af- 
furing  you,  upon  my  honour,  that  my  landlord,  an  officer  of  the  city,  with  whom  I  have 
ti'.ken  up  my  abode  for  two  months,  pays  only  50  guilders  a  year  for  a  very  handfome, 
large  houfc,  with  a  court,  ftables,  and  a  large  garden,  in  one  of  the  bed  llreets  in  the 
city.  Round  the  walls,  which  enclofe  the  whole  domain  of  the  date,  there  are  fome 
hundred  farm  houfes,  which  produce  all  the  greens,  together  with  as  much  butter, 
cheefe,  and  milk,  as  is  ufed  in  the  city.  In  many  dreets  there  is  dung  laying  before  the 
houfes  on  each  fide.  Many  are  fo  empty,  that  you  may  walk  in  them  for  an  houj*, 
without  feeing  a  fingle  hunian  creature.  The  great  fquare  or  place,  however,  would, 
from  its  fize  and  beautiful  rows  of  lime  trees  in  it,  be  one  of  the  mod  magnificent  in 
the  world,  if  it  was  not  darkened  by  the  half-fallen  buildings  about  it. 

A  third  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  privileged  beggars,  who  form  here  a  regular  cor- 
poration :  this  is  no  fatire,  as  you  may  think  it,  but  the  fober  truth  ;  they  fit  upon  rows- 
of  dools  placed  in  every  church,  and  take  precedence  according  to  their  feniority  : 
when  the  eldtd  dies  his  next  neighbour  takes  his  place.  The  old  people,  who  belong 
to  the  fraternity,  confider  a  place  upon  thefe  dools  as  a  provifion  for  a  fon,  or  marriage 
portion  for  a  daughter.  Many  of  them  have  dools  belonging  to  them  in  feveral 
churches,  which  they  vifit  alternately,  on  the  days  of  the  mod  brilliant  fedivals,  and: 
divide  amongd  their  heirs  when  they  die.  On  the  few  days  of  the  year  on  which  there 
are  no  feflivals  they  difperfe  about  the  city,  and  moled  the  paffengers,  with  an  info- 
lence  and  rudenefs  not  to  be  conceived. 

Another  third  of  the  inhabitants  are  ecclefiadics.  There  are  thirty-nine  nunneries 
in  this  place,  above  twenty  convents  for  men,  and  more  than  twelve  hofpitals  ;  befides 
rhefe,  the  place  is  crowded  with  a  motley  race  of  men,  which  are  called  Abbe's ;  but 
thefe  are  not  as  they  are  with  us,  the  powdered  fmirking  ecclefiafiical  beaux,  who 
make  parties  with  the  ladies,  and  attend  at  their  levees;  but  rough  dirty  clowns,  be- 
fmearcd  all  over  with  tobacco,  who  play  for  pence  with  the  peafants  in  public  ale- 
houfes  ;  or,  after  having  faivl  mafs  in  the  morning,  run  of  errands,  clean  flioes,  or  are 
porters  for  the  red  of  the  day.  I  have  never  feen  the  church  in  fo  contemptible  a 
date  as  it  is  here.  There  are  feveral  ecclefiadics  who  do  not  themfelves  know  what 
they  are.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  canon  who  makes  2oco  guilders  a  year  of  his  dali  ; 
but  has  airured  ine  himfelf  that  he  has  never  faid  mafs,  nor  feen  his  church,  for  a 
twelvemonth.  I  met  another  of  them  in  a  coffee  houfe,  kept  by  a  young  woman,  whom 
he  loved,  but  who  was  likewife  courted  by  a  merchant's  clerk.     The  rivals  having  en-,- 
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gaged  In  a  game  of  billiards,  from  words  procecde.1  to  blows,  until  the  prebend  was 
laid  fairly  under  the  table.  When  we  had  with  fonic  difticulty  made  peace,  the  clerk 
went  his  way,  and  now  there  ibilowed  another  extraordinary  fcene.  The  canon  had  a 
pretty  young  man  with  him,  whom  he  had  lodged  and  boarded  for  fome  time.  He 
took  it  fo  ill  that  this  toad-eater  had  not  taken  his  part,  that  after  reproaching  him  with 
the  favours  be  haii  conferred  on  him,  he  renounced  his  friendlliip  before  us  all.  Tlie 
part  of  our  abbes  is  played  here  by  thefe  regular  canons,  tlie  Antonilta,  and  the  priefls 
of  the  order  of  Malta.  You  fee  them  about  the  ladies  in  all  the  great  houfes.  As  to 
the  nuns,  there  are  four  ot  them  big  with  child  at  prefent,  and  fix  are  immured,  lOi- 
not  having  underftood  the  art  of  not  being  with  child.  In  the  firfl;  days  of  my  abode 
here,  the  fon  of  a  gentleman,  to  v.'hom  I  was  recommended,  took  me  with  him  to  a  nun- 
nery to  vifit  his  filter.  We  found  her  with  another  friend  in  the  fick  room,  where 
they  are  allowed  to  receive  vifits.  In  the  firfl  quarter  of  an  hour  of  the  vifit,  I  dif- 
covercd  that  my  friend  was  not  come  to  fee  his  filler,  and  that  her  friend's  diforder  was 
not  very  dangerous-  I  found  the  filter  agreeable  enough,  not  to  be  tired  with  her, 
whilft  the  brother  was  entertained  by  the  friend.  The  next  week  the  filler  was  ill, 
and  the  friend  attended  her  to  the  hofpital ;  llie  gratefully  returned  the  favour  the 
week  after,  and  I  foon  found  that,  let  me  flay  here  as  long  as  I  pleafed,  we  rnould 
have  vifits  to  make  every  week,  till  the  whole  circle  of  difeafes  had  been  gone  through 
by  the  nuns. 

I'he  want  of  proper  government  is  the  caufe  of  the  illimited  freedom,  which  is  enjoyed 
by  the  ecclefiaflics  of  this  place.  They  live  in  the  greateft  anarchy  ;  for  though  they 
are  properly  fubjeft  to  the  controul  of  the  Archbifliop  of  Cologne,  the  magifh-acy  of 
the  place  is  jealous  of  the  Archbifliop's  power,  and  v/ill  fuller  none  of  his  orders  relating 
to  difcipline  to  be  carried  into  execution.  Thus  between  the  contention  of  the  two 
powers,  poor  difcipline  goes  to  the  ground. 

The  lali:  third  of  the  inhabitants  confifls  of  fome  patrician  families,  and  of  the  mer- 
chants and  mechanics,  on  v^-hom  the  other  two  parts  live.  Upon  the  whole,  Cologne  is 
at  leaft  a  century  behind  the  reft  of  Germany,  Bavaria  itfelf  not  excepted.  Bigotry, 
ill-manners,  clowniflmeft,  flothfulnefs,  are  vifible  every  where;  and  the  fpeech,  drefs, 
furniture  of  the  houfes,  every  thing  in  fhort  is  fo  different  from  what  is  feen  in  the  reft  of 
Germany,  that  you  conceive  yourfelf  in  the  middle  of  a  colony  of  flrangers.  I  do  not 
mean  to  fay  there  are  no  exceptions,  for  1  have  been  in  fome  houfes,  the  malfers  of 
which  are  diftingulflied  for  their  tafte  and  elegant  manner  of  living  ;  buf  the  exceptions 
are  indeed  very  fev/. 

It  is  owing  to  the  government  of  the  country  that  this  city  is  fo  far  behind  the  other 
ftates  of  Germany.  Together  v.iih  the  hatred  of  innovation  common  to  all  republics, 
and  ufual  impatience  and  weaknefsof  the  raagiflrate,  the  abfurd  corporation  fyflem  pre- 
vails here  with  moi-e  force  than  in  any  other  of  the  free  imperial  cities.  I  will  only  give 
you  one  inltance,  by  which  you  will  fee  how  impofiible  it  is  for  this  town  ever  to  go  en 
improving  as  the  reft  of  Germany  has  done.  A  few  years  fince  there  fettled  here 
a  baker  from  the  Palatinate,  who,  from  the  circumftance  of  the  other  bakers  baking 
fuch  bread  as, only  an  inhabitant  of  Cologne  could  eat,  foon  drove  a  thriving  trade.  Jea- 
ioufy  of  his  good  fortune  loon  brought  his  brethren  of  the  company  to  his  houfe,  and 
they  pulled  down  his  oven.  The  affair  was  carried  into  a  court  of  juftice.  On  the 
day  it  was  to  be  determined,  not  oidy  the  company  of  bakers,  but  the  other  compa- 
nies of  barbers,  taylors,  fl)oemakers,  &c.  affembled  round  the  court-houfe,  and  f\vore 
they  would  put  an  end  to  the  magiftrates  and  magiftracy  together,  if,  by  their  licentious 
decree,  they  allowed  any  man  to  bake  better  bread  than  the  other  gentlemen  of  the 
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corps.  The  magiftracy  knew  its  men,  who  on  a  former  occafion  had  huflled  fome  of 
them  in  the  church-yard  ;  and  admoniflied  by  the  precedent,  they  niiide  this  fpirited 

decree : "^That  whereas  the  audacious  balcer  had  taken  upon  him  to  bake  bread, 

fuch  as  the  refl:  of  the  corporation' did  not  bake,  he  fhould  build  up  his  oven  again  at  his 
own  expence,  and,  for  the  future,  be  cautious  only  to  bake  fuch  bread  as  the  town  had 
been  wont  to  feed  upon." 

The  obftinacy  with  which  the  feveral  corporations  of  the  place  defend  their  privileges, 
the  rudenefs  of  the  common  people,  which  fome  love  to  decorate  with  the  name  of  li- 
berty, and  the  immoderate  and  unreftrained  licentioufnefs  which  obtains  imiverfally, 
render  Cologne  very  deferving  of  the  name  of  Little  London,  by  which  fome  of  its  in- 
habitants love  to  diftinguifli  it.  Like  the  great  London,  it  is  remarkable  for  the  pride 
of  the  common  people,  and  the  infolence  with  which  they  treat  ftrangers.  Having  be- 
haved rather  impertinently  to  their  neighbours,  the  Eledor  of  Cologne,  and  the  Elec- 
tor Palatine,  an  attempt  was  made  to  reform  them  in  the  mod  effeSual  way,  by  cut- 
ting off  their  provifions.  The  magiftracy  immediately  difpatched  meffengers  to  the  Em- 
peror, to  acquaint  him  that  they  were  upon  the  point  of  being  Jlarved  to  death  ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  burghers  rubbed  up  their  old  fwords,  and  aflembling  in  crowds  in 
the  alehoufes,  and  other  pubUc  places  of  the  city,  denounced  death  and  vengeance  on 
theEleftor.  The  Emperor,  out  of  pity,  had  the  interdict  taken  off;  and  ever  fmce, 
the  populace  have  exclaimed, — "  We  have  brought  the  Eleftor  to  reafon  :  he  was  ap- 
prized of  our  intended  march,  and  has  afted  very  wifely  in  not  allowing  matters  to  come 
to  extremities  !"     Precifely  in  the  ftyle  of  the  canaille  of  London. 

A  governing  burgomafter  of  Cologne  (there  are  fix  of  them,  two  of  which  govern 
every  year)  holds  nearly  the  fame  ftate  as  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  He  wears  q, 
Roman  toga,  half  black,  half  purple,  a  large  Spanilh  hat,  Spanifh  breeches,  waiftcoat, 
he.  He  has  alfo  his  lidors,  who  carry  the  fafces  before  him,  when  he  appears  in  his 
public  charaQer.  In  the  laft  war,  one  of  our  regiments  defired  to  march  through  the 
city  ;  but  it  was  oppofed,  on  pretence  that  the  King  of  PruiTia  was  their  liege  lord,  in 
his  capacity  of  Duke  of  Cleves,  and  Count  of  the  Mark ;  and  they  told  the  Colonel, 
who  defired  to  have  the  gate  opened  to  him,  that  they  were  determined  to  obferve  a 
flrict  neutrality.  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to  remonftrate  that  he  was  conducing  auxili- 
ary troops  to  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  their  fovereign  lord.  The  gates  were  kept 
fluit,  and  nothing  lefs  than  the  pleafure  of  having  their  houfes  burned  about  their  ears 
would  content  the  mob  of  the  place.  However,  when  the  cannon  was  planted,  and 
ready  to  fire,  the  council  thought  better  of  it,  and,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  po- 
pulace, determined  to  permit  the  paffage.  The  Commandant,  as  foon  as  he  had  got  in, 
immediately  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  hall,  to  remonftrate  with  the  Mayor,  whom 
he  found,  in  all  the  infignia  of  majefty,  on  his  throne,  encompaffad  with  his  lidors. 
As  thefe,  however,  did  not  prevent  a  few  remarks  from  being  made,  the  Magiftrate 
immediately  drew  up,  and  ordering  the  liftors  to  raife  the  fafces,  afked  the  Colonel, 
"  Whether  he  had  a  proper  conception  of  the  dignity  of  a  Roman  Burgomafter  ?  Or 
whether  he  knew  that  he  reprefented  the  majefty  of  the  Roman  Casfars,  and  had  only 
opened  the  door  to  him  out  of  good  will  ?"  The  officer,  who  had  drawn  up  bis  troops^ 
with  their  bayonets  fixed  and  firelocks  primed,  in  the  grand  fquare,  and  was  in  full  pof- 
fefTion  of  the  city,  could  not  abftain  from  laughing  5  but  as  he  already  had  the  door  in 
his  hand,  the  only  anfwer  he  made  was,  "  You  are  not  quite  right  in  your  head  !" 

The  want  of  all  police,  a  want  which  in  this  town  conftltutes  the  effence  of  liberty, 
brings  hither  from  the  Upper  Rhine,  Weftphalia,  the  Imperial  Netherlands,  France, 
and  fiolland,  vail  numbers  of  people  who  choofe  to  live  incognito.     There  are  very 
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good  focieties  to  be  met  with,  made  up  of  the  better  fort  of  thefe  adventurers,  numerous- 
Pruffian  and  Imperial  officers,  the  canons  belonging  to  the  foundations  of  the  place, 
fome  patricians,  and  Proteftant  merchants.  The  brifk  navigation,  particularly  of  the 
Dutch,  for  which  this  is  the  ftaple,  which  they  dare  not  pafs  by,  the  low  price  of  all 
the  neceflaries  of  life,  the  neighbourhood  of  Bonn,  the  total  abfence  of  the  infupportable 
court  airs  and  infolence  of  the  nobleffe,  which  you  meet  with  almoft  in  every  other  city, 
the  vvholefomenefs  of  the  air,  and  the  cheerfulnefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour- 
ing eleftorate  and  duchy  of  Berg,  renders  this  a  very  agreeable  abode  to  thofe  who 
wifh  to  mix  fomewhat  of  the  country  with  the  city  life,  notwithflanding  the  difagree- 
able  manners  of  the  majority.  This  ferves  the  philofophical  obferver  for  matter  of 
perpetual  remarks,  which  he  cannot  make  fo  eafily  any  where  elfe.  Indeed  all  the 
charafters  of  middling  life  are  here  more  ftrongly  marked  than  in  any  other  place  I 
have  ever  been  in. 

Thefe  morofe  and  heavy  people  are  equally  diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  of  Europe  for 
their  religious  as  well  as  for  their  political  fuperftitions. 

The  republican  pride  gives  a  colouring  to  every  thing  done  here,  which  cannot  but 
highly  intereft  a  friend  of  humanity,  were  it  only  to  make  him  laugh  :  which,  you  know 
was  the  ufe  which  Democritus  of  Abdera  made  of  his  fellow-citizens,  to  the  no  fmall 
advantage  of  his  lungs. 

The  fuperflition  of  this  little  London  furpafles  every  thing  of  the  kind  you  can 
Imagine.  They  are  not  contented  here  with  fmgle  faints,  but  muft  have  whole  armies 
of  them.  A  few  days  fmce  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  church  of  St.  Urfula,  where  (he  lays 
with  her  eleven  thoufand  virgins.  The  walls  and  floor  of  the  church  are  filled  with 
coffins  and  bones.  Though,  as  this  holy  princefs  lived  in  the  time  of  the  heptarchy,  it 
will  be  fomewhat  difficult  to  conceive  how  fhe  could  get  together  eleven  ihouland  virgins 
in  her  father's  dominions ;  a  man  who  fhould  attempt  here  to  fubtraft  a  fingle  one  from 
the  number,  would  run  a  very  great  chance  of  being  knocked  on  the  head.  Wonder- 
ful as  this  ftory  is  in  itfelf,  other  wonders  are  brought  in  confirmation  of  it.  Amongfl 
the  reft,  there  is  a  monument  which  has  a  fmall  coffin  enclofed  in  it,  and  en  which  the 
following  words  are  written . — "  A  natural  child  was  buried  in  this  church  with  the 
virgins ;  but,  innocent  as  he  was,  they  would  not  fuffer  him  to  mix  his  bones  with 
theirs,  but  drove  him  out  again,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  of  burying  him  above 
ground."  If  you  are  not  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  thefe  ladies,  you  will  be, 
perhaps,  glad  to  hear  that  authors  do  not  quite  agree  in  their  accounts  of  them.  The 
Italian  legendaries,  a  jealous  race  of  curs,  where  foreign  miracles  are  concerned,  think 
there  is  a  zero  too  much  in  the  infcription ;  others,  that  the  Princefs  had  a  maid  of 
honour  called  Undecimilla,  who  by  fome  blundering  monks  was  changed  into  eleven 
thoufand.  Here  alfo  lies  interred  in  a  church  which  bears  his  name.  Saint  Gereon, 
(not  Geryon,)  with  twelve  hundred  or  twelve  thoufand  (for  they  do  not  ftand  for  a  cy- 
pher here  in  reckoningup  faints)  of  his  foldiers.  One  of  the  three  Hermans,  who  are  the 
fubjefts  of  a  wretched  popular  novel,  alfo  work  wonders  upon  wonders  here.  Almoft 
every  one  of  the  two  hundred  churches  of  this  place  has  fome  male  or  female  faint  be- 
longing to  it,  on  which  the  monks  and  beggars  live.  What  delighted  me  moft  in  this 
way,  were  two  wooden  horfes  painted  white,  which  are  looking  out  of  a  window  in  an 
eld  building  of  the  new  fquare.  The  hiftory  of  this  monument  was  given  me  in  the 
following  terms :  "  A  wealthy  young  woman  was  formerly  buried  from  this  houfe, 
with  very  rich  ornaments,  which  the  grave-digger  having  obferved,  he  came  in  the  night 
to  rob  the  corpfe  ;  hardly  had  the  coffin  been  opened,  when  the  woman  ftood  up, 
and  feizing  the  lantern,  which  the  aftonilhed  grave-digger  dropped  in  his  fright,  walk- 
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eJ  direflly  home  with  it ;  fiie  knocked  at  the  door ;  the  maid  came  to  tlie  window,  and 
alked  who  was  there.     Your  miftrefs,  anfwered  the  other.     The  girl  immediately  ran 
with  the  meflage  to  her  mailer,  who  not  being  perhaps  pleafed  to  hear  that  his  wife  was 
come  back  again,  cried  out,  '  It  is  as  impofllble  for  it  to  be  my  wife,  as  for  the  two 
horfes  to  come  out  of  the  llables,  run  up  into  the  garrets,  and  look  out  of  the  window.' 
No  fooner  faid  than  done ;  the  two  nags  immediately  trotted  up  ftairs,  and  have  remain- 
ed  at  the  window  to  this  day."  The  poor  man  had  no  remedy  but  to  take  back  his  wife, 
■who  lived  feven  years  with  him  after  that,  and  wove  a  great  quantity  of  linen,  which 
together  with  a  fet  of  paintings,  exhibiting  the  whole  ftory,  is  Hill  to  be  feen  in  the 
neighbouring  church.     Unfortunately  for  the  ftory,  it  is  told  with  precifely  the  fame 
circumftances  in  two  other  parts  of  Germany ;  only  the  Colognefe,  who  are  in  every 
thing  diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  of  the  fons  of  men,  have  added  the  vifible  and  perpe- 
tual monument  of  the  two  horfes ;  but  this  city  is  very  rich  in  fables  of  this  kind. 

It  is  not  here  as  in  the  other  dark  parts  of  Germany,  where  fraail  tales  only  ferve  for 
the  amufement  of  the  idle ;  no,  no,  the  Colognefe  are  in  downright  ferious  earneft ; 
they  confider  their  country  as  the  fpecial  habitation  of  faints,  and  the  earth  itfelf  as  holy, 
and  are  equally  ready  to  become  martyrs  for  the  truth  of  the  propofitions,  or  to  make 
martyrs  of  any  who  doubt  them. 

Their  bilious  humour  leads  them  to  defend  the  whole  with  a  degree  of  heat  that  aU 
moft  turns  their  heads :  whereas,  in  the  other  parts  of  Germany,  there  is  fomething  ro- 
mantic in  all  the  ftories  of  the  faints,  which  correfponds  with  the  jovial  turn  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  fo  every  thing  of  the  fort  told  here  is  melancholy,  cruel,  or  nonfenfical,  like  the 
relators. 

The  priefts  of  the  place,  efpecially  the  monks,  carry  no  better  ftories  than  thefe  with 
them  into  their  pulpits  ;  nay,  fome  of  my  friends  have  affured  me,  that  the  whole  mo- 
rality of  the  confelibrs  refts  upon  them  :  thus,  if  a  young  man  comes  to  confefs  an  af- 
fair of  gallantry,  he  is  immediately  told,  "  that  the  devil  having  caught  a  young  man 
and  a  young  woman  in  bed  together,  wrung  off  the  neck  of  the  one,  and  plunged  the 
other  into  a  lake  nine  times  hotter  than  burning  pitch."  Of  all  the  fermons  I  heard  here 
the  certain  medium  by  which  to  judge  of  the  morals  of  a  people,  there  was  only  one,  by 
a  Carmelite,  that  was  not  flat  nonfenfe. 

A  neceffary  confequence  of  all  this  is,  that  the  manners  are  more  corrupted  here  than 
in  any  other  place  under  the  fun.  The  churches  themfelves  are  made  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, where  every  kind  of  licentioufnefs  is  in  part  agreed  upon,  and  in  part  carried 
into  effect. 

The  evening  fervices  of  the  monks  are  like  the  evening  walks  in  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna 
and  every  alehoufe  round  the  place  teems  with  adultery  and  fornication.     If  you  hap- 
pen to  go  into  them  on  a  holiday,  you  will  commonly  find  the  vifitors  in  fuch  a  ftateof 
drunkennefs,  as  exaftly  reminds  you  of  the  old  Germans  and  Scythians. 

LETTER  LXVIII. 

Cologne. 
HERETOFORE  Cologne  counted  thirty  thoufand  men  bearing  arms,  and  in  the 
twelfth  century  it  ftood  a  fiege  againft  the  whole  empire  united.  Her  commerce  wasfo 
fiourifliing,  that  flie  was  at  the  head  of  the  Hans  cities  of  the  third  order.  Indeed 
when  we  confider  the  many  circumftances  favourable  to  it,  fuch  as  the  fituation  on  one 
of  the  moft  navigable  rivers  in  the  world,  the  fhores  of  which  are  covered  with  inhabi- 
tants ;  the  ftaple,  the  republican  form  of  government,  the  admirable  roads  which  con- 

N  N  2  nea 


276  .    RIESBECk's    travels    through    GERMANY. 

nect  It  with  all  Germany,  and  various  other  circumftances ;  the  greatefl  wonder  of  all 
the  wonders  of  this  wonderful  city  is,  how  it  can  pofiibly  have  contrived  to  fall  fo  low  ; 
at  prefent  it  does  not  contain  more  than  twenty-five  thoufand  fouls.  Their  manufactures 
are  low.     Save  a  fingle  one  of  tobacco,  a  few  infignificant  laces,  and  the  pins  which  are 
made  by  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  poor  people,  all  fpiiit  of  induftry  is  effectually 
fuppreffed  by  monkery,  and  the  diflblution  of  manners  infeparable  from  it,     Thofc  viho 
pafs  for  merchants  are  only  brokers  and  commiflioners  for  thofe  of  Francfort,  Nuren- 
burg,  Augfburgh,  Strafburgh,  Switzerland,  and  other  countries.     Excepting  a  few 
fmall  banker*,  there  are  hardly  above  ten  or  twelve  houfes,  that  have  any  thing  like  a 
folid  commerce ;  the  object  of  thefe  are  drugs,  from  the  fale  of  which  a  great  deal  of 
money  is  annually  brought  into  Germany  :   wine,  wrought  and  unwrought  iron  from 
the  mines  of  Naffau,  which  are  the  mofl;  famous  for  the  production  of  this  metal,  after 
thofe  of  Styria  and  Carinthia  ;  wood  from  the  Upper  Rhine,  the  Maine,  and  theNecker, 
and  a  few  other  lefs  important  articles.     The  greater  part,  too,  of  thefe  very  few  mer- 
chants is  made  up  of  French  and  Italians,  who  far  furpafs  the  natives  in  underflanding, 
induftrv,  and  frugality,  and  make  up  their  fortunes  on  this  novcr-failing  capital.     The 
nioft  folid  commerce  of  all  is  in  the  hands  of  fome  dozens  of  proteftants,  who  can  nei- 
ther obtain  the  privileges  of  citizens,  nor  yet  the  liberty  to  fervc  God  in  their  own  way ; 
they  go  to  church  at  Muhlheim,  a  pretty  town  in  the  Palatinate,  at  fix  miles  diftance. 
Befides  the  manufactures  they  are  engaged  in  here,  they  have  conctrns  in  feveral  others 
in  the  Prufhan  territory,  and  in  the  Palatinate. 

When  a  ftranger  objects  to  the  people  of  Cologne,  their  intolerance  towards  the  mofl 
ufeful  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  city  ;  when  he  compares  the  flupidity,  barbarity^ 
debauchery,  and  poverty  of  the  citizens  of  the  place,  v/ith  the  knowledge,  induftry,  fru- 
gality, and  riches  of  the  foreigners,  they  are  not  at  all  affcfted  with  the  juftice  of  thefe 
remarks,  but  turn  them  to  their  own  advantage  in  the  following  manner :  "  Thefe  he- 
retics," fay  they,  "  are  lofl  fouls;  their  hearts  are  wrapt  up  in  worldly  poffeffions,  which 
God  vouchfafes  them  in  order  to  render  their  damnation  the  greater.  God  has  evidently 
reprobated  the  rich  in  his  holy  writ,  and  their  riches  are  the  faggots  which  in  another 
world  will  be  piled  up  to  burn  them !"  With  opinions  like  thefe,  which  the  monks  hold 
forth  from  every  pulpit,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the  third  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  are  beggars. 

The  numerous  (hips  which  are  always  to  be  found  in  the  ports  of  this  city,  exhibit 
the  mod  difgraceful  inflance  of  the  manners  of  the  people.     There  is  hardly  a  river  in 
Europe  which  is  navigated  fo  high  from  its  fource  as  the  Rhine  is  in  this  place ;  the 
quay,  which  is  above  a  mile  long,  is  almofl:  always  filled  with  (hips ;  but  the  goods  on 
board,  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  ftaple,  fhould  be  loaded  only  on  fhips  be- 
lonp'ing  to  Cologne  or  Mentz,  almoft  all  belong  to  foreign  merchants ;  of  thefe  the 
Dutch  fhips  are  mofl  confiderable ;  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  kind  of  magnificence 
and  cleanlinefs  peculiar  to  this  people  .-  they  are  at  leaft  one-third  longer  than  our  com- 
mon merchant  fhips  of  two  marts,  and  carry  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  tons ;   they  are  drawn  by  horfes,  and  can  alfo  occafionally  ufe  their  fails  at 
the  fame  time  ;  nor,  in  proportion  to  their  freight,  do  they  want  above  half  the  number 
of  horfes  which  are  ufed  in  the  navigation  of  the  Danube  from  the  Ulm  to  Vienna. 
The  proprietors  of  thefe  (for  a  river)  immenfe  vefTels  commonly  live  on  board,   evea 
when  they  are  at  Amflerdam  or  Rotterdam ;  to  which  laft  city,  unfavourable  as  their 
vefTels  are  for  a  fea  navigation,  on  account  of  their  length,  fmall  height  and  breadth, 
they  often  fail  through  the  Texel  when  the  wind  is  favourable.     As  long  as  they  lie  in 
this  port,  they  treat  their  friends  with  all  kinds  of  foreign  wines,  and  a  variety  of  re- 
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frefliments,  after  the  Dutch  manner.  I  have  had  many  a  jolly  party  hi  fuch  veflels, 
where  vvc  have  danced  down  the  night.  The  (hips  of  this  place,  and  thofe  from  Mentz, 
which  take  goods  in  here  for  the  Upper  Rhine,  are  much  fmaller  than  the  Dutch  ones. 
Many  of  thefe,  however,  are  large  enough  to  load  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  or  as 
much  as  a  common  two-mafl  fliip.  All  thefe  fliips  are  built  of  oak,  and  according  to 
the  principles  of  Ihips  which  go  to  fea,  only  vi'ith  this  difference,  that  their  length  is 
greater  in  proportion  to  their  depth  or  breadth. 

Nothing  difplays  the  conltitution  of  the  German  empire  in  a  better  light,  than  the 
navigation  of  the  Rhine.  Every  prince,  fo  far  as  his  domain  on  the  banks  reaches, 
confiders  the  fliips  that  go  by  as  the  veflels  of  foreigners,  and  loads  them,  without  dif- 
tinftion,  with  almofl  intolerable  taxes.  They  do  not  in  the  lead  confider,  whether  the 
commodities  which  pais  by  are  the  produce  of  Germany  or  other  countries,  and  whe- 
ther the  empire  will  gain  or  lofe  by  them.  On  the  contrary,  Ibme  of  the  articles  ex- 
ported  from  Germany,  fuch  as  wine,  wood,  &c.  have  greater  taxes  laid  upon  them,  in 
proportion  to  their  intrinfic  value,  than  any  foreign  ware.  Flourifliing  as  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine  now  are,  they  would  be  ftill  much  richer  if  they  belonged  only  to  one  mafl:er, 
and  were  governed  according  to  the  principles  of  a  found  policy;  as  things  now  are, 
the  exports  of  the  country  are  vifibly  cramped  by  the  numerous  cuflom-houfe  duties, 
fo  as  to  make  it  almoft  incredible  how  navigation  can  be  fo  great  as  it  is. 

In  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  as  Germany  was  approaching  near  to  the 
anarchy  in  which  it  in  fa£l  dill  continues,  the  princes  of  the  Rhine,  particularly  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  ones,  either  by  force  or  flattery,  compelled  the  Empei'or  to  give  them  i^o 
many  cuftoms  as  to  make  every  city  a  cufl;om-houfe  :  originally  all  the  cufloms  belonged 
to  the  Emperors  ;  but  their  want  of  men,  money,  and  other  fervices  compelled  them  to 
part  with  mofl:  of  them  to  purchafe  friends.  Whilft  the  anarchy  lafl:ed,  every  one  took 
by  force  what  was  not  given  him  by  free  will  ;  and  at  the  peace,  they  found  means  to 
preferve  themfelves  in  the  pofleflion  of  what  they  had  fliole.  The  Emperor  Albert  had 
the  idea  of  endeavouring  to  recover  them,  but  he  was  not  fuSiciently  powerful  for  the 
undertaking. 

In  the  fmall  diftricl  between  Mentz  and  Coblentz,  which,  with  the  windings  of  the 
river,  hardly  make  twenty-feven  miles,  you  don't  pay  lefs  than  nine  tolls.  Between 
Holland  and  Coblentz  there  are  at  leaft  fixteen.  Every  one  of  thefe  feldom  produces 
lefs  than  25,000,  and  commonly  30,000  guilders  a  year.  In  this  eflimate  I  do  not 
comprehend  a  number  of  articles  which  pay  toll  in  fpecic,  and  make  a  part  of  the  pay 
of  the  toll-gatherers.  An  old  Englifli  writer  has  qualihed  thefe  tolls  of  the  German, 
princes,  which  evidently  contribute  to  the  ruin  of  their  country,  with  the  name  of  aa 
incomprehenfible  fury.  It  is,  indeed,  a  very  difl'erent  method  of  proceeding  from  that 
of  a  government,  which,  inflead  of  putting  clogs  on  the  exports  of  the  commodities  of 
the  country,  gives  premiums  for  them.  It  likewife  often  happens,  that  the  temporary 
revenge  of  the  neighbouring  princes,  occafioned  thefe  unpatriotic  tributes  to  be  carried 
much  higher  than  the  fettled  eftimate.  When  the  Eleftor  Palatine  made  it  difficult  for 
the  city  of  Mentz  to  export  the  corn  of  his  country,  the  Archbifliop  endeavoured  to  re- 
venge himfelf  by  raifing  the  toll  of  the  grape  of  the  Palatinate,  the  tobacco,  and  the 
other  productions.  On  the  other  hand  the  Eleftor  Palatine  had  reprifals  made  by  his 
toll  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  revenged  himfelf  on  the  Mentz  wines  which  were  carried 
to  Holland.  Every  fpecies  of  chicanery,  which  hoitile  powers  can  ufe  towards  each 
other,  was  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion.  The  town  of  Treves  poflTeflies  the  ftaple  privi- 
lege on  the  Mofelle ;  there  have  been  infliances  of  this  ftaple  being  moved  from  one 
place  to  another,  in  the  fame  principality,  in  order  to  hurt  the  ftaples  of  Mentz  and  Co- 
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logne.  The  Eleftor  of  Treves  took  it  into  his  head  to  move  his  ftaple  from  Treves  to 
Coblentz,  where  it  was  far  more  profitable  to  himfeif,  but  infinitely  prejudicial  to  the 
navigation  on  the  Rhine,  and  the  exports  from  Holland.  Fortunately  the  ftrong  op- 
pofition  he  met  with  from  the  court  of  Vienna  did  not  allov/  him  to  carry  his  projed 
into  execution.  The  eternal  difputes  betwaen  thefe  princes  has  occafioned  feveral  con- 
grefles,  in  which  our  court  has  been  forced  to  take  a  part,  on  account  of  Alfatia,  which 
fuffers  infinitely  by  them.  Every  thing,  however,  that  was  agreed  upon,  only  ferved 
for  a  new  bone  of  contention ;  and  they  muft  be  fuffered  to  cuff  each  other,  till  fome 
flronger  power  arife  and  cuff  them  all  to  pieces.  A  great  revolution  awaits  thefe  coun- 
tries, when  the  Archduke  Maximilian  is  come  to  the  government  of  Cologne,  and 
Munftcr ;  a  revolution  by  which,  happen  what  may,  it  is  hardly  polTible  that  the  coun- 
try (hould  lofe. 

The  prefent  government  of  the  archbiflioprick  of  Cologne,  and  the  bifhoprick  of 
Munfter,  is  without  a  doubt,  the  mofl  aiCtive,  and  mofl  enlightened  of  all  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  governments  of  Germany.  The  miniftry  of  the  court  of  Bonn  is  excellently  com- 
pofed  ;  and  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter,  befides  the  effeft  which  their  influence  has  on  it, 
is  happy  in  the  patriotifm  of  the  feveral  members  who  compofe  the  affemblies  of  Its  ftates. 
The  ecclefiaftics  of  both  the  countries  are  a  mofl:  ftrildng  contraft  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Cologne,  for  their  great  learning,  and  good  manners.  The  cabinet  of  Bonn  is  Angu- 
larly happy  in  the  eflablifhment  of  feminaries  of  education,  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture, and  induftry,  and  the  extirpation  of  every  fpecies  of  monkery.  The  electorate  of 
Cologne  is  worth  about  1,000,000  of  Rhenifh  guilders  a  year,  or  about  100,000 
pounds,  and  that  of  Munfler  about  i, 200,000  guilders.  With  thefe  two  great  prin- 
cipalities, the  Archduke  will  alfo  have  the  bifhoprick  of  Paderborne,  worth  about 
600,000  guilders,  or  6,000  pounds  a  year.  Some  perfons  are  of  opinion  that  even  this 
will  not  be  thought  fufEcient,  but  that  the  Emperor  has  fo  managed  his  matters,  with 
the  chapter  of  Liege,  that,  forgetful  of  its  ancient  jealoufies,  it  will  likewife  choofe 
the  Archduke  for  its  archbifliop,  on  the  death  of  its  prefent  incumbent.  This  bifhop- 
rick brings  in  at  leafl  1,200,000  guilders,  the  greatefl  part  of  which,  however,  like  that 
of  Munfler,  goes  into  the  cheft  of  the  ftates,  the  lock  and  keys  of  which,  the  Prince's 
fingers  are  not  fuffered  to  touch.  The  Prince  with  his  income  as  mafter  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  which  amounts  to  at  leafl:  400,000  guilders,  will  have  a  revenue  of  4,400,000 
guilders,  which  will  make  him  the  mofl  powerful  ecclefiaftical  Prince  in  Germany.  The 
fenfe  of  this  made  the  Pruflian  court,  whofe  dominions  in  Wellphalia  will  be  in  great 
jeopardy  by  this  arrangement,  make  ftrong  remonftrances  at  Bonn,  and  Munfter  againft 
the  nomination  of  a  coadjutor,  but  they  were  without  eftecl.  No  doubt,  but  this  ele- 
vation of  a  Prince  of  the  Houf^  of  Auflria  will  be  of  fatal  confcquence  to  the  balance  of 
power  of  the  empire.  A  branch  of  fuch  a  houfe,  propped  as  it  will  be  with  all  the 
power  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  fituated  amidft  a  number  of  fmall  principalities,  partly 
occupied  by  the  creatures  of  this  houfe,  would  not  only  be  very  formidable  to  the  greateft 
part  of  the  empire,  but  alfo,  under  peculiar  circumftances  to  Holland  itfelf.  It  would 
be  able,  efpecially  if  fupported  by  fome  fubfidies  from  Vienna,  to  keep  on  foot  an  army 
of  20,000  men,  to  which  if  the  imperial  troops  in  the  Netherlands  were  to  be  joined, 
there  would  be  army  of  near  60,000  ready  to  fpread  terror  and  defolation  far  and  near. 
In  former  times  a  bifhop  of  Munfter  alone  had  it  in  his  power  to  make  Holland  tremble. 
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LETTER   LXIX. 

Amjlerdam. 
I  HAD  intended  to  go  from  Cologne  to  Holland  by  the  Rhine,  and  promifed  myfelf 
great  pleafure  from  the  journey,  but  the  King  of  Pruffia  forbad  the  fport ;  he  fuffers  no- 
body to  go  by  water  through  the  territory  of  Cleves,  in  order  not  to  hurt  his  ports  by 
land,  which  are  formed.  You  are  obliged  to  take  the  ports  on  the  frontiers,  or  at  leaft 
to  pay  certain  taxes,  if  you  have  a  carriage  of  your  own.  "  This,"  faid  I  to  fome  failors 
of  Rotterdam  who  told  me  of  it,  "  this/*  faid  I,  "  is  againrt  the  law  of  nature,  againrt: 
the  law  of  nations,  againft  the  law  of  hofpitality,  and  againrt  all  the  laws  in  the  world." 
*'  We  have  known  that,"  anfwered  they,  "  long  ago." 

As  being  prevented  from  going  by  water,  I  determined  to  fee  as  much  of  the  country 
as  was  poffible  by  land,  and  for  this  purpofe  partly  on  horfeback,  partly  on  foot,  and 
partly  in  the  carriages  of  the  country,  I  wandered  over  the  feveral  parts  of  Wertphalia 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Pruflla  and  the  eleflor  Palatine,  entirely  indifferent  where  the 
vifit  (hall  carry  me,  and  following  only  the  direction  of  my  nofe. 

The  reward  however  was  well  worth  the  trouble  I  took  for  it,  for  the  degree  of  cul- 
tivation and  riches  far  exceeded  all  ideas  I  had  formed  of  them,  and  quite  artonirtied  me- 
All  the  cities  and  villages  abounded  in  tradefpeople.      Muhlheim,  Elberfeld,  Solingen, 
Sorft,  Ham,  Duiftjurg,  Meurs,  Wefel,  Cleve,  and  fome  other  cities  have  capital  manu- 
fadures  in  them.     They  make  a  great  number  of  linens  and  woollens,  fupply  almoft  all 
the  country  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  Suabia,  and  Franconia,  with  white  threads  :  they  have 
befides  manufadures  of  handkerchiefs,  filks,  and  cottons ;  they  prepare  fteel  and  iron 
at  Solingen,  better  than  in  any  other  part  of  Europe,  England  alone  excepted.     Their 
commerce  extends  all  over  the  Netherlands,  part  of  Franconia,  and  the  whole  empire. 
This  wonderful  indurtry,  united  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country,  renders  this 
one  of  the  richert,  and  moft  remarkable  parts  of  Germany  ;  a  gentle  adminirtrration, 
and  a  fecurity  againft  defpotifm,  derived  from  the  rtates  of  the  country,  contribute  not  a 
little  to  the  happinefs  which  obtains.     The  inhabitants  are  cheerful,  hofpitable,  and  well 
mannered ;  they  may  be  quoted  as  a  new  inftance  to  be  added  to  the  numberlefs  ones 
\  have  already  given,  of  the  little  influence  which  religion  has  over  the  civil  condition  of 
men,  when  not  attended  with  other  local  circumftances.     Though  the  proteftants  in  this 
circle  are  far  from  being  fo  enlightened,  or  fo  tolerant,  as  thofe  of  their  perfuafions  in 
other  countries,  and  though  they  are  much  more  addifted  to  fenfual  enjoyments  than 
their  brethren  of  other  places,  they  are,,  notwithftanding,  the  moft  induftrious  people, 
and  the  beft  fubjeds  that  can  be  found  ;.  nor  does  the  bigotry  of  the  catholics  hurt  the 
manufai^ure  and  agriculture  of  the  country,  their  education  only  directing  it  to  fuch  ob- 
je£ls,  as  have  no  connedion  ys'ilh.  manners,  or  civil  fociety.      Every  thing  therefore  in 
my  opinion  depends  upon  the  habits  amidft  the  which  men  grow  up.      When  once  in- 
durtry is  habitual  to  a  people,  the  moft  abje£t  fuperftitions  will  have  no  influence  on 
their  temporal  felicity  ;  the  priefts  themfelves  will  render  their  fermons  conformable  to 
the  manners  of  the  country,  nor  will  the  monkifli  theorifts  themfelves  be  able  to  overturn 
them.     There  are  as  many  legends  in  this  country,  as  in  Cologne,  nor  are  the  people 
lefs  fond  of  procefllons  and  pilgrimages,  and  yet  they  are  infinitely  more  induftrious, 
more  frugal,  and  more  wealthy  than  at  Cologne.     It  is  neither  therefore  the  fault  of  the 
religion,  or  fuperftition,   but  of  the  government  alone,  that  the  people  of  Cologne  are 
fo  debauched,  and  that  the  priefts  of  the  place  openly  recommend  debauchery,  as  a  loofe 
education  has  made  their  religion  prejudical  to  them.     The  corporation  fyftem,  which 
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more-  afl:lvlty  and  clevernefs  would  have  made  a  blefling  to  the  country,  is  becomci'thc 
curfe  of  it.  In  a  word,  police,  government,  and  executive  juilice  are  fubjefl  under  a 
weak  adminiflration  to  the  lame  abufes  as  government,  nor  is  it  the  religion  itfcll,  bui 
the  abufes  of  it,  which  make  it  ever  prejudicial  to  the  ftate. 

The  upper  part  of  Weflphalia,  which  lies  at  a  greater  diflance  from  the  Rhine,  is  not 
fo  well  cultivated,  and  by  nature  n\uch  lefs  productive,  than  the  country  I   am  no\^- 
fpeaking  of:  it  is  occupied  by  many  heaths,  and  moraffes,  which  for  the  moO,  part  pro- 
duce only  turf,  and  in  the  better  places  dyers  wood.     Some  parts  of  the  country,  fuch 
as  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Minden,  and  marquif^ite  of  Tecklenbura;,  are  remarkably  well 
peopled,  but  this  is  compenfated  by  the  ftriking  depopulation  of  fome  others  ;     many 
parts  for  inQance,  of  the  bilhopricks  of  Munfler,  Ofnaburg,  and  Paderborn,  the  mar- 
qulfate  of  Beithlein,  and  fome  domains  in  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover.      With  al!  this, 
this  part  of  Weflphalia  is  the  proper  country  of  hemp  and  flax,  which  are  fome  of  the 
richefl:  produds  of  this  country.     The  greatefl  part  of  the  hemp  and  flax,  which  is  ma- 
nufactured in  the  parts  of  Weftphalia  about  the  Rhine,  Holland,  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
Fands,  and  the  French  Netherlands,  comes  from  this  part  of  the  country.     Befides  this, 
there  is  a  great  part  exported  raw  to  England,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  America.     Though 
thefe  productions  are  found  in  great  plenty  in  the  other  parts  of  Germany,  particularly 
in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  Heffe,  Waldeck,  and  Fulde, 
I  queftion  much,  whether  all  the  flax  and  hemp  of  the  other  parts  of  Germany,  taken 
together,  are  equivalent  to  the  quantity  found  here.      According  to  the  eftimate  of  an 
intelligent  friend  of  mine  who  lives  at  Munfter,  the  annual  exports  of  raw  and  fpun 
flax  and  hemp,  out  of  the  fmgle  circle  of  Weltphalia,  amount  tO  5,000,000  of  Rhenifli 
guilders.    I  do  not  take  into  this  account,  the  numerous  manufactories  of  thefe  materials, 
which  are  confumed  in  the  parts  of  the  circle  of  Weflphalia,  about  the  Rhine.     All  the 
flax  and  hemp,  raw  and  worked,  exported  out  of  all  Weflphalia,  taken  together,  rauft 
at  leaft  be  cflimated  at  7,000,000  of  guilders,  or  700,000  pounds. — Thefinefl  flaxand_ 
hemp  grows  in  the  territory  of  Bielefed  and  Keroofl:.     It  almoil  refembles  filk. 

When  you  go  out  of  Weflphalia,  and  enter  the  territory  of  Holland,  it  appears  to  you 
as  going  out  of  a  pig-fty  into  a  fine  garden.  The  country  round  Nimeguen  efpecially 
is  a  ftriking  contrail  to  what  you  fee  in  Wefl:phalia.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the 
magnificence,  fymmetry,  and  cleanlinefs  of  the  Dutch  cities,  nor  of  the  numerous  and 
expenfive  canals,  the  fides  of  which  are  for  the  mofl  part  planted  with  fine  rows  of 
trees,  nor  of  the  numerous  gardens.  There  are  defcriptions  of  all  thefe  things  in  abun- 
dance. This  magnificence,  however,  and  regularity  is  tirefome  in  the  end.  I  at  leafl 
cannot  ftand  the  tedious  uniformity  of  this  country  and  its  inhabitants.  All  the  cities, 
villages,  roads,  and  canals,  are  fo  fimilar,  that  they  appear  copies  of  the  felf-fame  indi- 
vidual picture.  The  country  indeed  is  only  made  to  take  a  walk  through ;  and,  with- 
out bufinefs,  no  man  of  tafte  will  flay  in  it  long.  With  refpeCl  to  real  value  alfo,  it  is 
only  a  frogged  out  beggar  parading  about  in  a  rich  gown  wliich  he  has  flolen.  The 
Palatinate,  which  is  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  Holland,  is  of  infinitely  more  natural 
value. 

The  inhabitants,  likewife,  taken  in  general,  are  only  well  drefTed  beggars  ;  their 
riches  do  not  belong  to  them,  for  they  enjoy  them  not  ;  they  are  only  the  guardians  of 
their  money.  When  you  are  invited  to  dinner  by  a  man  of  middling  rank,  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  diihes,  the  cleanlinefs  of  the  room  you  dine  in,  and  the  expenfivenefs  of  the 
furniture,  make  you  expeCl  a  princely  meal ;  but  when  difhes  are  fet  on,  you  find  no 
more,  nor  lefs,  than  you  would  have  at  the  table  of  a  good  Weflphalia  peafant.  All  the 
merchants  pafs  the  whole  week  in  their  counting-houfes,  where  they  gorge  themfelves 
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with  tea.  They  are  fo  intent  upon  their  bufinefs,  and  fo  entirely  taken  up  with  their 
fpeculations,  that  you  may  pufli  their  guts  out  almoft  without  difturbing  them.  On 
Saturdays  they  go  to  their  expenfivc  gardens,  wiiere  they  Ipend  the  whole  of  the  Sun- 
day, and  enjoy  themfelves  juft  as  they  do  in  their  counting-houfes.  I  had  occaiion  to 
vifit  one  of  them  in  his  garden ;  he  was  taken  up  all  the  afternoon,  in  gathering  fallad 
for  his  fupper.  Another  ihut  himfelf  up,  and  fpent  the  whole  Sunday  in  killing  flies  in 
his  fummer-houfe.  Thefe,  and  fnioking  tobacco,  are  their  common  amufements  in 
their  hours  of  recreation.  When  they  are  in  company,  they  fit  as  if  they  were  pinned 
to  their  chairs,  gape  at  each  other,  and  every  quarter  of  an  hour  converfe  on  the  news  of 
the  day,  which,  of  all  the  news  publiilied  in  Lurope,  is  the  moft  piteous.  This  is  the 
quintelTence  oi  pollticai  nonfenfe  ;  and  their  ecclefiafticks,  who,  to  the  fhame  of  the  refor- 
mation, are  greater  monks  than  the  German  capuchins,  will  give  you  the  quinteflence 
of  the  J'piriiutiL  Were  it  not  for  the  fl:rangers,  efpecially  the  officers,  an  i  fome  of  the 
nobility  who  have  been  polifhed  by  their  voyages,  there  would  not  be  a  tolerable  fociety 
to  be  met  with  throughout  all  Holland. 

Their  government,  and  police,  is  as  extraordinary  as  the  country  and  every  thing 
bears  a  tint  of  the  inconverfible  melancholy  and  niggardly  humour  of  the  natives. 
It  is  received  as  a  common  opinion  here,  that  no  di(h  of  fifli,  which  you  know  is  the 
moft  ordinary  produce  of  the  country,  is  brought  to  table,  which  has  not  been  paid  for 
once  to  the  feller,  and  fix  times  to  the  If  ate.  The  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants,  which  re- 
volts at  every  idea  of  facrifice  to  the  public  good,  compels  the  magiftrate  to  lay  thefe 
heavy  impofts  upon  the  firft  neceflaries  of  life.  It  is  thefe  heavy  charges,  as  well  as  the 
alfonifliing  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants,  which  are  the  caufes  of  the  miferable  living  of 
this  country.  I  will  only  give  you  one  fpecimen  of  their  police,  which  is  extraordinary 
enoiigh.  A  flranger,  who  knows  nothing  of  laws,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  country, 
happens  to  fend  his  fervant  to  a  wine-merchant  to  buy  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  the  merchant 
gives  it  the  man,  without  telling  him  a  word  of  his  danger  ;  the  fervant  carries  the  bot- 
tle home  in  his  open  hand ;  he  is  met  by  a  conftable,  and  alked  where  he  bought  it, 
which  the  other  tells  without  difficulty  ;  but  no  fooner  has  he  done  fo,  than  he  is  ar- 
reded,  and,  in  due  procefs  of  time,  tried,  and  baniflied  the  country.  Thus  the  poor 
fervant  alone  fufl'ers,  and  neither  the  mafter  who  fent  him,  ner  the  merchant  who  fold 
the  wine  in  retail,  which,  according  to  law,  ought  only  to  have  been  done  by  thofe  vvh© 
keep  taverns,  are  at  all  punilhed. 


LETTER   LXX. 

Amjierdam, 
THIS,  dear  brother,  according  to  the  generally  received  opinion,  frogs-ftolen  coun- 
try is  originally  nothing  more  than  fand,  brought  down  by  the  Rhine  from  Switzerland, 
and  the  upper  parts  of  Germany  ;  and  fea  mud,  which  the  north  and  weft  winds  iiave 
caufed  the  waves  to  bring  up.  There  is  in  no  part  of  it  any  folid  earth  ;  and  as  early 
as  on  the  borders  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves,  you  find  the  moft  evident  marks  of  this  coun- 
try's having  been  formed  like  the  Egyptian  Delta,  with  this  ditlerence  only,  that  the 
Nile  yields  a  moft  fruitful  foil ;  whereas  the  Rhine  carries  nothing  with  it  but  a  hard 
fand.  Parts  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  have  been  formed  in  like  manner  by  the  Scheld, 
the  Maefe,  and  fome  other  rivers  :  there  are  notorious  proofs  of  this.  At  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  coaft,  in  Flanders,  you  find  under  the  good  earth,  dry  fand,  and  under 
tills  again,  large  layers  of  good  earth,  as  if  the  rivers  and  f/a  had  by  turns  depofited 
their  fands  and  their  mud.  The  whole  coaft  of  Germany  is  of  the  fame  kind,  as  far  as 
vol-  VI.  G  o  the 
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the  Elbe ;  throughout  all  thisdiftridl  there  is  no  folid  ground  j  and  as  to  the  rocks  and 
hills,  nobody  thinks  of  them. 

The  fca  forms  boundaries  to  herfclf,  which  fhe  never  pafles,  but  in  cafes  of  exircmc 
necelfity.  Her  playful  waves  have  made  the  downs  which  reach  from  Calais  to  the 
Texel,  and  which  protect  the  land,  which  is  in  ibme  cafe  lower  than  the  horizontal  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  from  her  dcvaftations ;  but,  when  a  north  or  north-weft  wind  turns  her 
from  her  natural  good  humour,  into  a  fit  of  anger,  fhe  overthrows  in  an  inftant,  what, 
with  the  help  of  the  neighbouring  rivers,  {he  has  been  building  for  many  centuries. 

Even  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  the  Y,  which  reaches  from  Amfterdam  to  the 
Texel,  was  ftill  folid  land,  watered  to  the  eafl  by  the  Yffel,  and  to  the  weft,  as  fomc 
imagine,  by  the  Rhine.  In  fome  tempeft,  the  fea  demoliflied  the  downs,  which  extend 
from  the  northern  coaft  of  Friezeland,  to  the  country  of  the  Texe! ;  the  rivers,  in  the 
mean  time,  having  extended  their  mouths  in  the  fand,  which  v.as  their  works,  there 
came  at  length  an  extraordinary  flood,  which  raifed  the  rivers,  and  united  with  them  to 
deftroy  the  whole  country.  Since  that  time,  but  particularly  fince  the  independance  of 
the  country,  it  has  been  the  conftant  care  to  re-unite  thefe  fmall  ftrips  of  land,  which 
the  flood  left  behind  It,  with  the  folid  land.  Thefe  ftrips  are  commonly  only  fand  banks, 
fome  of  which  have  been  fenced  with  dykes,  and  joined  to  North  Holland  ;■  others  arc 
embanking  every  day,  as  every  ftrip  of  land,  let  it  be  ever  fo  barren,  is  of  infinite  value 
to  the  inhabitants.  A  fimilar  procefs  has  taken  place  betwixt  Groningen  and  Eaft 
Friezeland,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Ems.  The  great  bay  of  Dollar  was  originally  formctl 
by  a  powerful  flood,  fince  which,  a  great  part  of  the  fea  fwamp  has  been  dammed  in, 
and  wonderfully  cultivated.  But  as  faft  as  they  recover  land  on  one  fide,  the  fea  re- 
venges itfelf  by  fpreading  on  the  other.  The  fea  of  Haerlem  grows  wider  every  day, 
and  threatens  to  break  the  dykes  betwixt  Lcyden  and  Haerlem,  and  make  a  perfcft 
ifland  of  North  Holland.  In  the  laft  century  the  fea  demoliflied  a  great  part  of  the 
ifland  in  which  Dordrecht  is  fituated,  and  fixty  thoufand  men  perilhed  by  this  acci- 
dent. 

Dreadful  as  the  fea  is  to  the  main  land  of  the  Republic,  flie  is  ftill  a  more  formi- 
dable enemy  to  the  iflands  which  conftitute  the  province  of  Zeeland  ;  but  what  flie 
executes  on  the  continent  by  violent  ftorms,  {he  undertakes^  here  by  craft  and  cunning  : 
moft  of  thefe  iflands  are  lower  than  the  furface  of  the  fea  ;-  the  inhabitants  have  in  con- 
fcquence  attempted  to  fecure  themfelves  by  very  expenfive  dykes  ;  thefe  dykes  confiil 
of  large  trees,  which  are  joined  together  with  large  needles  to  prevent  the  kakerlak. 

The  fea  is  perpetually  undermining  them,  and  wafliing  the  earth  away  from  them  by 
degrees  ;  in  many  places  they  are  already  quite  naked.  This  compels  the  inhabitants 
to  build  other  walls  behind  their  dams,  which,  expecting  the  fame  fate,  muil  in  time 
leave  the  whole  at  the  mercy  of  their  enemy. 

Nor  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  middle  of  the  country  in  a  better  fituation»  The  ter- 
ritories about  Nimeguen  and  Arnheim,  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  fruitful  in  all  Hol- 
land, will  in  time  be  fubdued  by  the  Rhine.  As  it  depolits  immenfe  fand  banks  in  the 
middle  of  the  country,  in  time  it  will  be  reilrained  by  them  in  its  courfe,  and  compelled 
to  open  itfelf  new  ways.  In  many  diftrifts  about  Betuve,  the  fand  is  already  fo  high, 
that  at  every  fwell  the  river  is  driven  with  a  terrible  hurricane  to  the  oppofite  fhore ; 
this  will  happen  till  it  has  finally  broke  itfelf  a  new  bed,  and  covered  with  its  waters  all 
that  is  now  ploughed  land,  or  the  fite  of  villages  and  hamlets. — Nunc  Rhcmis  e/i  ubl 
Troja  fuit  — The  many  canals  which  have  been  made  to  receive  part  of  the  waters  of 
thefe  rivers,  are  by  no  means  fufficient  to  break  their  force.  Their  fand,  particularly 
that  of  the  Maefe,  accumulates  at  their  mouths  and  ftops  them  up  5  nor  does  the  di- 
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vifion  of  the  waters  ferve  for  any  other  purpofe,  than  to  compel  them  the  more,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  to  overflow  the  middle  of  the  country,  for  want  of  having  fufficient  flrength 
to  maintain  their  old  mouths. 

Thefe  canals,  and  the  abundant  diggings  of  turf,  entirely  diveft  this  country,  which 
is  the  fport  of  the  Rhine,  the  Maefe,  and  the  fea,  of  all  fecurity.  In  the  direiSt  line 
betwixt  Rotterdam  and  Amfterdam,  there  is  dyke  upon  dyke  ;  all  thefe  hollows  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  digging  of  the  turf ;  mod  of  them  are  fo  deep,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  draw  the  waters  of  them  into  the  canals,  which  are  on  a  level  with  the  furface 
of  the  fea.  What  a  ruin  will  take  place,  if  once  the  waters  of  the  neighbouring  rivers 
break  in  upon  them,  or  endeavour  to  open  a  way  through  them !  In  fiiort,  no  Dutch- 
man can  promife  his  children  a  durable  habitation,  faveonly  the  inhabitants  of  Guelder- 
land,  which  is  nothing  but  fand,  and  thofe  of  Over-YITel  and  Drenthe,  countries  which 
are  alnioft  nothing  but  moraffes  and  heaths,  and  throughout  the  habitations  of  colds,  ca- 
tarrhs, and  fevers. 

Turn  we  our  eyes  from  the  phyfical  fituation  of  the  country  to  its  prefent  political 
one,  which  is  much  worfe. 

Many  fuperficial  writers  of  the  hiftory  of  Holland  haveobferved,  that  the  republic  was 
too  young,  and  its  conftitution  not  fufficiently  firm  and  folid  ;  but  this  opinion  has  been 
controverted  by  a  whole  herd  of  Dutch  writers,  who  have  brought  the  brilliant  parts  of 
their  hiftory  to  fhew,  how  little  their  conftitution  had  flood  in  the  way  of  their  united 
exertions.  The  event,  however,  has  contradiftcd  all  the  nonfenfe  hitherto  written  on 
the  fubjeft.  The  brilliant  actions  performed  by  the  anceftors  of  thefe  men,  were,  iu 
part,  the  efteft  of  a  patriotic  cnthufiafm,  which  neither  is,  nor,  by  the  nature  of  things, 
can  be,  of  long  duration  in  a  republic  entirely  commercial,  and  partly  arofe  from  the 
benevolent  and  perfonal  influence-of  a  demi-god  of  the  houfe  of  Naflau.  Their  opera- 
tions  were  never  the  refult  of  a  folid  conftitution,  which  keeps  bodies  in  a  regular  de- 
gree of  heat,  and  makes  them  aft  with  uniformity  and  alacrity.  Even  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  in  which  the  republic  figured  amongfl  the  firft  powers  of  Europe,  it  frequently 
experienced,  that  the  different  members  of  the  body  were  not  well  compacted  and  con- 
nected together. 

The  enthufiafm  of  the  inhabitants,  the  prefllire  of  circumftances,  and  the  aflonilhing 
aftivity  of  fome  princes  of  Holland,  could  do  wonders,  and  raife  the  republic  above  it- 
felf,  fo  long  as  the  other  powers  of  Europe  were  not  entirely  formed,  and  did  not  know 
the  whole  of  their  flrength  ;  but  fince  thefe  times,  the  latter  have  taken  uncommonly 
large  ftrides,  and  the  republic  has  gone  back,  as  it  mufl  continue  to  do,  for  want  of  a 
fufiicient  degree  of  internal  (trength.  In  thofe  wars,  in  which  the  force  of  the  repub- 
lic fhone  fo  bright  at  fea,  there  was  no  naval  power  of  Europe  which  poiTefled  above 
thirty  Ihips  of  the  line ;  the  greatelt  force  the  Englilh  could  oppofe,  confilted  of  twenty, 
and  in  the  mod  bloody  engagements  betwixt  the  two  nations,  there  were  hardly  ever 
more  than  twelve  or  fixteen  on  a  llde ;  the  fleets  were,  for  the  raofl  part,  made  up  of 
frigates,  and  other  leffer  craft. 

Thefe  times  are  now  long  gone  by ;  Great  Britain  has  a  hundred  and  four  fliips  of 
the  line,  bcfides  frigates.  If  by  exorbitant  taxes,  the  republic  could  even  build  a  for- 
midable navy,  it  would  be  impoilible  for  it  ever  to  man  them.  According  to  the  Hits 
of  the  admiralty,  there  are  to  be  fixty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  a  proportionable  number  of 
frigates,  ready  for  the  fervice  of  the  cnfuing  year  ;  but  at  this  very  moment,  that  they 
have  but  fixteen  fliips,  there  is  a  cry  for  failors  in  every  corner.  The  pay,  it  is  true,  has 
been  doubled,  and  projects  have  been  given  in  to  make  ufe  of  part  of  the  laud  troops  in 
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the  fea  fcrvice;  go,  however,  where  you  will,  you  meet  with  nothing  but  failors,  who 
exprefs  their  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  the  lervice. 

Far  from  its  being  able  to  fhineas  a  firft-rate  power,  it  will  beneceffary  for  the  repub- 
lic to  exert  every  nerve,  if  it  means  to  hold  rank  even  amongfl:  the  fecond  order  of  naval 
powers  in  Europe.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  inhabitants  nuift  become  patriotic  enough 
to  contribute  largely,  even  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  neceffities  of  the  itate,  which  is  as 
poor  as  they  are  rich.  The  India  Company,  whole  adminiftration  is  ftill  more  miierable 
than  that  of  the  EngliOi,  and  which,  incredible  as  it  is,  is  loaded  with  debt  by  the  rob- 
bery of  its  fervants,  and  the  intereftednels  of  the  proprietors,  muit  be  entirely  liippreffed, 
and  its  poffeflions  governed  by  the  republic ;  the  land  troops,  a  miferable  jeft  upon 
armies,  and  of  which  the  Swifs  and  Dutch  alone  deferve  the  name  of  foldiers,  muft  be 
entirely  difbanded,  and  their  immenfe  pay  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  When 
all  this  is  done,  poflibly  the  ftate  may  be  in  a  fituation  to  keep  up  a  conflant  navy  of  fifty 
or  fixty  fliips  of  the  line ;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  even  if  the  fifty  or  fixty 
Ihips  that  are  promi fed  could  be  got  ready,  the  beft  thing  that  could  be  done  with  them, 
would  be  to  fell  them  diredly  to  the  neighbouring  power  of  Europe,  which  v.'ould  give 
moft  ;  the  republic  itfelf  has  neither  ftrength  enough  to  keep  them  manned  and  in  a 
ftate  of  fervice  for  a  courfe  of  years,  nor  good  will  and  power  enough  to  preferve  them 
at  the  end  of  the  war  ;  they  muft  of  courfe  rot  again  in  a  fliort  time.  As  the  republic  has 
made  conquefts  abroad,  the  defence  of  which,  in  the  prefent  times,  far  furpaftes  her 
power,  file  has  the  good  will  and  jealoufy  of  her  neighbours  to  thank  for  ftill  continuing 
in  poffeftion  of  them. 

But  fmall  as  the  refources  of  the  republic  appear  to  be,  when  confidered  with  regard  to 
the  prefent  political  fyftem  of  Europe,  the  conftitution  of  the  country  does  not  allow  her 
to  make  all  the  ufe  of  them  they  might  be  put  to.     Not  only  abroad,  but  in  Holland  it- 
felf, the  republic  pafles  for  a  confederacy  of  feven,  or,  taking  in  the  country  of  Drenthe, 
of  eight  fovereigns.     Nothing  can  be  falfer  than  this  eftimate  ;  there  are  a  greater  num- 
ber of  independent  ftates  in  Holland  than  in  Switzerland,  or  the  whole  German  empire  ; 
and  whatever  appearances  may  fpeak  the  contrary,  the  bond  of  union  is  much  ftrongcr 
in  thefe  laft  countries  than  it  is  in  Holland.     Every  city,  every  country  of  this  republic 
is  a  free  ftate  ;  the  members  of  every  province  fliould  indeed  be  only  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  ftates  of  a  country,  as  they  formerly  were ;  but  they  are  in  fatt  become  true 
ftates,  according  to  their  titles.     The  States  General  are  no  reprefcrutatives  of  feven  or 
eight  fovereigns,   but  only  the  refults  of  the  deliberations  of  many  ftates,  which  are 
united  by  a  fpecial  bond,  and  call  themfelves  a  province.      The  cities  of  Amfterdam, 
Rotterdam,  Leyden,  and  many  others,  have,  during  this  war,  not  only  very  frequently 
forgot  the  provincial  judicature,   which,  with  the  other  ftates  of  the  province,  they  have 
erefted  as  a  kind  of  congrefs,  but  have  behaved  as  if  they  were  in  every  refpeft  inde- 
pendent ;  I  fiiy,  as  a  kind  cf  congrefs,  for  that  they  are  no  fuperior  tribunal,   but  only 
the  members  of  a  congrefs,  who,  in  particular  cafes,  poffefsthe  higheft  authoriiy,  is  evi- 
dent from  feveral  affairs  having  been  removed  from  this  judicature  to  the  particular 
ones  of  each  city.     All  the  tribunals  of  Holland  muft  be  looked  upon  as  congrefles  of 
different  fovereigns,  who  can  difunite  at  pleafure.     Even  the  council  of  war,  pre-emi- 
nent and  important  as  it  is,  is  of  the  fame  kind.     The  diftrifts  of  Oftergo,  Weftergo, 
the  Seven  Woods  in  Friefland,  &c.  although  only  properly  bailiwicks,  are  at  this  inftant 
occupied  in  feparating  entirely  from  the  provincial  aflembly,  and  erefting  their  own  tri- 
bunals, en  dernier  refort,  among  themfelves.     In  feveral  reprefentations  which  they 
feave  made  to  the  Stadtholder  in  their  own  names,  and  without  the  participation  or  ad- 
vice 
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vice  oftlw  othirr  Rates  of  the  country  they  direftly  call  liieiiifelves  ("uvereigiis.  'riical- 
fetiiblies  of  the  States  General  thenifilves  are  nothing  iefs  tlnin  a  body  rcprcfenting  one* 
independent  fovereign.  The  members  of  it,  though  conilantly  together,  are  no  more 
than  ambalTauors  for  the  moment,  who  nuift  inform  their  rcfpcttive  provinces  ot 
every  event  that  falls  out,  and  direcl  their  deliberations  by  thewifdom  of  the  multitude. 
m  thefe. 

Immenfe  as  the  anarchy  appears  in  the  contexture  of  the  whole,  it  Is  flill  greater  in 
each  fingle  itate  and  di;!ri''"t.  There  the  collilion  of  oppofite  interests,  the  variety  of 
ipirits  and  humours,  and  the  clowniih  (lupidiiy  of  the  common  burghers,  allow  the  de- 
magogues to  make  their  advantage  of  every  thing  that  f<dls  out.  Each  particular  go- 
vernment is  the  theatre  of  ever-contending  fatlions,  the  heads  of  which  have  no  thought 
whatever  but  of  their  own  private  intereft.  This  war  has  furnilhed  innumerable  in-' 
ftances  of  protection  afforded  by  faftion  to  the  greatell  criminals.  Here,  in  Amflerdam, 
there  are  four  or  five  houles,  who  can  do  exacUy  what  tiiey  pleafe ;  whilft  the  public  is 
deluded  by  falfe  news;  venal  jonrnalifts,  and  every  fpecies  of  political  deception.  In 
proportion  as  the  one  city  gets  more  from  England,  or  the  other  more  from  France, 
they  become  entirely  French  or  Englifli,  without  any  attention  whatever  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  whole.  The  intereft  of  thofe  cities  which  fubfiil  by  navigation  is  altogether 
different  from  that  of  thole  on  the  main  land,  which  depend  oidy  on  agriculture  and  in- 
dudry.  As  the  nobility  look  entirely  to  the  Stadtholder  for  advancement,,  for  the  fame 
reafon  the  burghers  are  conftantly  united  againft  him,  and  fo  the  war  betwixt  them  is 
endlefs.  The  confcioufnefs  of  the  difadvantages  which  the  Hate  mufl  fuffer  irom  thefe 
controverfies,  in  cafes  where  concord  and  activity  are  necelfary,  are  the  reafons  why  the 
Dutch  have  neyer  been  able  to  do  without  the  Stadtholderfhip,  as  they  have  frequently 
wilhed  to  do ;  but  though  they  have  got  it,  the  evil  genius  of  the  republic  has  always 
contrived  to  render  it  of  no  ufe  in  thofe  very  cafes  where  it  was  calculated  to  do  the 
nioft  good.  As  in  time  of  war  the  fpirits  of  men  are  moft  heated,  and  people  are  apt 
to  fee  things  in  the  falfe  lights  in  which  their  own  paffions  or  the  glofs  of  faction  repre- 
ient  them  ;  it  has  always  happened,  that  the  time  pitched  upon  to  curb  the  power  of  the 
Stadtholder,  has  been  that  in  which  alone  the  extenfion  of  the  dictatorial  power  might 
have  been  of  fervice  to  the  country  ;  the  confequence  is,  that  the  republic  bears  all  the 
burthen,  without  enjoying  any  of  the  conveniences  of  the  office.  It  is  abfolutely  ridi- 
culous to  hear  and  to  read  all  the  reproaches  which  are  marfe  to  the  Stadtholderate, 
entirely  arifmg  from  foolifli  fufpicions,  or  the  falfe  reports  of  interelted  demagogues- 
Were  the  people  cool  enough  to  fee  things  in  the  right  point  of  view,  there  are  feveral 
phyfical  and  moral  confiderations  fully  fufficient  to  make  them  eafy,  exclufive  of  the 
perfonal  qualities  of  the  prefent  Stadtholder.  At  one  time  he  is  reproached  with  his  fe- 
rret underltanding  with  the  court  of  St.  James's ;  at  another,  they  fuppofe  that  he  wants 
the  abfolute  dominion  over  his  country.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Prince  wiflics  to  be 
upon  good  terms  with  England ;  but  he  is  not  therefore  a  traitor  to  the  country  from 
which  he  derives  the  greateit  part  of  his  fupport :  his  wifhes  in  this  refpect  were  fuch 
as  the  beft  interefts  of  the  republic  diftated,  and  his  objeft  was  to  put  it  in  a  fituation  to- 
preferve  the  neutrality  ;  but  the  people  were  deaf  to  all  his  reprefentations,  and  he  has 
been  compelled  to  expiate  the  fins  of  others ;  the  ccnfequences  of  which  he  would,  had 
it  been  poffible,  have  prevented.  Long  before  the  breach,  he  reprefented  to  the  States. 
General  the  urgent  neceflity  there  was  for  them  to  Increafe  their  forces  by  fea  and  land  ; 
but  his  remonflrances  w  ere  vain,  and  the  only  effect  produced  by  them  has  been,  that 
now  ill-difpofed  perfons  revenge  themfelves  on  him  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  who 
bas  done  the  ungrateful  republic  fpecial  fervice,  for  the  good  advices  they  gave.     They 

are- 
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are  tlic  martyrs  of  truth — and  by  what  means  cr,n  the  prince  po'lefs  hiir.felf  of  the  go» 
vernment  of  the  republic  ?  'With  tuenty-eight  thoufand  of  the  wretcheJefl  foldiers  in 
the  world,  who,  if  you  except  the  nine  thoufand  Swifs  and  Germans,  are  not  equal  to 
the  taking  of  Arnfierdam.  And  funpofing  him  to  get  all  fiolland,  what  would  he  be 
the  better  for  it  when  he  had  done  ?  France,  England,  and  even  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
company,  would  take  care  to  prevent  him  from  polfeffing  himfelfof  any  part  of  the  fo- 
reign dominions.  The  rich,  too,  would  leave  a  land  in  which  there  was  no  longer  any 
liberty,  according  to  their  notions  of  it,  and  betake  thenifelves  to  England  or  America ; 
the  arts  and  induftry  would  of  courfe  foon  follow,  and  the  prince  would  not  have  enough 
■left  to  defend  himfelf  againfl  the  fea,  the  rivers,  and  the  frogs. 

Thejealoufy  which  the  natives  entertain  for  the  numerous  German  princes  and  nobles, 
which  were  employed  by  the  Prince  and  his  right  hand,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the 
army,  contributed  much,  no  doubt,  to  leffen  his  authority  ;  but  without  thefe  ftrangers 
the  land  fervice  could  not  have  been  put  upon  a  refpectable  footing.  As  to  the  natives, 
the  fadions  which  eternally  fubfill  among  them  (land  in  the  way  of  all  fubordination,  re- 
gularity, and  military  difcipline  ;  every  {tripling  belonging  to  a  demagogue  of  Amster- 
dam or  Rotterdam  confiders  himfelf  as  a  particle  of  the  ibvereignty :  it  would  furnifli 
endiefs  food'  for  fatire,  to  recount  how  many  irregularities  in  the  fervice  arife  from  this 
fmgle  caufe. — Even  on  the  Swifs,  who  are  fo  averfe  to  any  kind  of  nobility,  this  treatment 
of  the  Prince  and  the  Duke  has  had  no  good  efFe£t. 

The  evil,  however,  which  really  undermines  the  Stadtholderfliip,  lies  much  deeper. 
It  is  the  fame  which  brought  Charles  to  the  block  and  Cromwell  to  the  protedorate ; 
which  raifed  the  Whigs,  and  was  fo  long  the  objeft  of  Swift's  fatire.  It  is  generally 
•imagined,  that  it  was  the  American  revolution  which  raifed  the  republican  fpirit  which 
fo  fuddenly  poffeiTed  the  Dutch  ;  but  it  had  long  been  in  them,  and  only  flept  till 
awakened  by  the  prefent  war.  The  reformed,  whofe  opinions  are  fo  favourable  to  de- 
mocracy, and  the  Memnonites,  who  publicly  preach  the  equality  of  mankind,  but  treat 
all  who  ftand  in  their  way  without  pity,  are  the  real  inltruments  which  opprefs  the 
Stadtholder.  Thefe  enthufiafts  are  without  comparifon  the  richelt  people  in  the  repub- 
lic ;  they  are  alfo  the  mofl;  numerous  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  fome  of  the  greatefl:  ci- 
ties, for  inftance,  of  Haerlem.  The  funis  which  thefe  advocates  for  the  natural  equality 
of  mankind  have  lent  out  for  many  years  pall  at  fix,  eight,  and  even  ten  per  cent,  to 
?hc  poor  nobility,  have  made  the  latter  entirely  dependant  upon  them.  The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  though  their  religious  opinions  will  not  allow  them  to  take  any  part  in 
the  government  of  the  flate,  their  fecret  influence  is  inexprefllbly  great.  Thefe  hypo- 
crites, who  confider  it  as  a  fin  to  wear  metal  buckles  or  buttons,  but  will  ufe  every  fpe- 
cies  of  meannefs  to  fill  their  purfes  with  the  ducats  of  honefl  men,  have  ufurped  fuch  a 
power,  as  to  threaten  the  very  near  downfall  of  the  Stadtholder,  the  only  bond  of  union 
which  fubfifts  in  the  republic.  The  heads  of  the  Dutch  mob  are  filled  with  every  kind 
of  nonfenfe  wliich  thefe  pretended  faints  can  fuggelt. — As  they  knew  that  the  Stadtholder 
was  too  forgiving,  too  goad-hearted,  and,  if  the  truth  be  told,  had  too  little  experience 
to  make  head  againlt  a  mob  himfelf;  the  (irfl  thing  they  did  was  to  procure  the  banifli- 
ment  of  the  acute,  determined,  and  flubborn  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  HisTuin  was  the 
prelude  to  the  ruin  of  the  Stadtholder,  whom  nothing  can  poCibly  fave  but  a  fpeedy 
peace,  whicli  will  reduce  thefe  republicans  to  their  former  inailivity. 

It  is  enough  ;  this  war  has  fhewnthe  republic  to  Europe  in  all  her  nakednefs;  it  has 
been  made  evident,  that  flie  has  no  folid  conftitution,  nor,  as  the  reft  of  the  European 
powers  now  ftand,  fti-ength  enough  to  make  her  refpeclable  as  a  friend,  or  formidable  as 
sa  enemy.     For  four-fcorc  years  flie  was  entirely  forgot.    During  this  period,  the  ava- 
rice 
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rice  of  individuals  flifleu  every  idea,  both  of  her  former  power  and  the  public  gocJ. 
Her  neighbours,  in  the  mean  time,  acquired  great  firength  ;  at  length  the  EngHlh 
gave  her  a  I-cick  on  the  breech,  and  walced  her  out  of  her  fleep :  when  fhe  had  opened 
her  eyes  and  feen  how  far  (he  was  gone  backwards,  -fhe  flrove  to  make  amends  for  her 
negligence;  but  all  her  efforts  were  little  better  than  grimaces,  and  only  expofed  her  to 
the  derifion  of  the  world. 


LETTER  LXXr. 

Ojhnd. 

SINCE  this  town  has  been  made  a  free  port,  the  trade  of  it  has  very  much  increaf- 
ed  ;  it  is,  however,  much  to  be  feared,  that  after  the  war  it  will  rclapfe  into  its  former 
inlignitlcancy.  All  the  Englifli,  who  are  here,  cry  out  on  the  dangerous  entrance  into 
the  haven,  by  flormy  north  north-wefl  aiid  vvefterly  winds,  the  narrow  bafon,  and  the 
want  of  many  other  conveniencies. 

The  lituation  of  Antwerp  would  have  been  much  more  advantageous  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  trade,  but  the  Dutch  have  locked  up  the  mouth  of  the  Scheld.  Their 
forts  not  only  govern  the  river,  as  they  fliould  do  according  to  treaty,  but  they  have 
literally  Itopped  up  the  mouth  of  it.  Sunken  fhips  filled  with  flones,  immenfe  dykes  of 
ftone,  pallifadoes,  and  other  things  of  the  kind,  barely  leave  room  enough  for  fmall 
boats  to  go  by.  Twenty  millions  of  guilders  would  not  be  enough,  in  twenty  years,  to 
remove  the  impediments  which  the  Dutch  have  laid  in  the  way  of  the  trade  of 
Antwerp. 

There  is  no  want  of  gold  in  Brabant  and  Flanders.  Antwerp,  Brufiels,  Ghent,  and 
Bruges,  are  ftill  filled  with  the  trcafures  which  were  amaffed,  when  thefe  towns  were 
what  England  and  Holland  now  are.  The  burgefles  of  thefe  cities  have  a  fhare  in  all 
the  great  undertakings,  and  loans  of  the  neighbouring  nations.  Their  commerce  of 
exchange  is  immenfe,  probably  infurance  is  not  fo  fafe  among  the  Dutch  themfelves  as 
it  is  here.  Antwerp  is  one  of  the  mod  famous  places  of  infurance  in  the  world. — In 
the  lail  Bavarian  war,  the  court  of  Vienna,  having  determined  to  raife  a  loan  in  thefe 
countries,  were  aftoni/lied  at  the  quicknefs  with  which  the  money  was  raifed  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  of  Ghent  and  Antwerp  let  the  regency  know,  that  if  there  was  occafion  for 
three  or  four  times  as  much,  it  would  be  as  eafily  procured.  Ever  fmce  that  time  the 
court  feems  to  know  the  value  of  its  poffeflions  in  the  Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  induflry  in  thefe  countries  is  upon  the  whole  very  difFerenir 
from  what  it  was.  The  heirs  of  thofe  treafures,  which  were  accumulated  between  the 
twelfth  and  fixteenth  centuries,  endeavour  to  make  money  of  them  in  the  eafiefl;  way  ; 
nor  is  their  way  of  living  calculated  to  improve  them  to  the  utmolL  They  are  the 
moft  extraordinary  coinpound  of  flothfulnefs  and  induflry,  ftupidity  and  acutenefs, 
aftivity  and  coward linefs,  goodnefs  of  heart  and  treachery,  that  can  well  be  conceived. 
AnEng!ifl"!man  once  faid  of  them,  "  They  have  the  impudence  of  the  French,  without 
their  pleafantry  ;  the  pride  and  bigotry  of  the  Spaniards,  without  their  fenfe  of  honour ;. 
the  ferocity  and  harfhnefs  of  the  Dutch,  without  their  punduality  ;  the  debauchery  of 
the  Germans,  without  their  integrity  ;  and  as  to  their  bodies,  they  are  blocks,  from 
which  the  carver  attempted  to  make  Englifhmen,  but  could  not  cut  them  out."  The 
pifture  is  in  general  juft,  as  thefe  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  are  an  ailemblage  of 
all  thefe  nations. — But  what  they  are  moll  confpicuous  for,  is  want  of  honour.  You 
mull  have  agreements  in  writing  in  all  the  common  tranfadions  of  life.  You  are  in 
danger  of  being  firfl  overcharged,  and  then  carried  into  a  court  of  juftice  by  every 
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workman  of"  whom  you  befpeak  a  piece  of  work,  if  you  do  not  put  down  your  agree- 
ment in  black  and  white. 

With  refpecl  to  their  bodies,  they,  and  the  Saxons,  are  the  moft  like  the  Germans 
defcribed  by  Tacitus  :  their  bodies  are  of  a  very  unwieldy  make,  and  ad  impetwn  •ualida. 
What,  too,  Tacitus  fays  of  the  old  Germans,  thnt  they  can  bear  neither  hunger,  nor 
thirft,  nor  heat,  nor  cold,  nor  yet  any  long  work,  is  true  of  them.  In  the  imperial 
armies  they  are  accounted  good  partifans,  but  are  never  put  to  regular  fervice  without 
extreme  necefTity.  They  have  an  extreme  abhorrence  of  difcipline,  and  look  upon  it  as 
a  fevere  puniihment  to  be  fubject  to  the  rules  of  the  fervice.  If  their  robberies  and  ma- 
raudings are  not  overlooked  they  do  not  lad  a  campaign.  In  fliort,  ic  is  only  in  adion 
that  they  fhew  themfelves  at  all  foldiers. 

Spain,  Italv,  and  Portugal  excepted,  there  is  no  country  fo  overloaded  with  monks 
as  the  AuPirian  Netherlands  :  there  are  in  many  towns  forty  or  fifty  convents  ;  ftveral 
prelatures  are  worth  200,000  guilders,  socol.  per  ann.  If  you  divide  the  income  of 
the  country  into  four  parts,  one  will  be  found  to  belong  to  the  prieHhood,  one  to  the 
nobility,  one  to  the  fovereign,  and  one  to  the  people.  The  bigotry  and  intolerance  of 
the  inhabitants  is  beyond  all  defcription,  and  is  a  marvellous  contrail  to  the  corruption 
of  their  manners. 

The  nobility  of  this  country  are  extremely  rich,  and  live  in  a  very  high  ftyle.  Bruf- 
felsis  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  mciil  brilliant  cities  in  Europe.  It  has  loft  a  great 
deal  by  the  death  of  Prince  Charles,  who  fpent  7.  0,000  guilders  a  year  in  the  city,  and 
whofe  lofs  has  not  been  made  up  for,  by  the  oeconomical  Duke  of  Saxe- I'efchen.  I 
have  not  fecn  any  where  a  finer  place  than  the  large  marl  et-place  of  this  city  ;  all  the 
houfes  in  it  are  built  in  a  ftyle  and  with  a  degree  of  magnificence  that  you  hardly  fee 
any  where  out  of  Italy.  You  meet  here  with  excellent  company,  who  arc  not  difficult 
of  accefs  to  a  ftranger.  There  are  feveral  clubs,  after  the  manner  of  the  Englifli, 
where  you  find  the  greateft  freedom  and  good  humour.  One  of  the  beft  of  thefe  con- 
flftsof  the  Duke  of  Arenberg,  Mr.  Hopp,  the  Dutch  minifter,  (a  man  in  general  efteem 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  and  good  quahties)  our  minifter,  fome  of  the  nobility  of 
the  place,  and  fome  Englifli.  No  man  can  become  a  member  but  by  ballot.  The 
room  in  which  they  meet  commands  a  very  fine  view  of  the  public  walks,  on  one  fide 
of  which  it  ftands.  The  club  meets  twice  a  week :  a  member  has  the  privilege  of  in- 
troducing ftrangers,  alnioft  without  any  difliculty.  Linguet  was  a  member  of  this  club. 
The  fubicription  is  ix)ur  louis-d'ors  each  member,  for  five  months  ;  for  this  they  have 
a  fumptuous  table  ;  the  wine  is  paid  for  feparate.  There  are  feveral  other  lefTer  aflbcia- 
tions  of  this  kind  in  Bruffels ;  nor  have  I  met  with  a  place  in  which  this  appendage  of 
refined  life  and  maimers  was  better  underftood  than  it  is  here.  Since  the  Englifli  have 
come  fo  much  to  Oftend,  and  the  court  of  Vienna  has  flattered  them  with  the  hopes  of 
making  a  peace  for  them,  every  thing  in  Brufiels  is  become  Enghfli  ;  they  ride,  play, 
hunt,  and  eat,  a  I'  yhiglolfe,  and  all  the  focieties  are  become  clubs.  The  town  at  leaft 
has  loft  nothing  by  this. 

The  Duke  of  Saxe-Tefchen,  the  governor,  lives  very  quietly  with  his  wife  ;  he  (hews 
himfelf  not  to  be  a  lover  of  large  companies  or  expence,  notvvithftanding  that  he  has  an 
income  of  4,000,000  imperial  guilders,  or  4o,oool.  per  annum.  The  Archduchefs  fel- 
dom  fliews  herfelf  with  the  externals  of  imperial  magnificence;  her  principles  on  this 
point  are  much  the  fame  as  thofe,of  her  huftaand;  her  fiivourite  amufement  is  hunting  ; 
there  are  few  perfons  that  are  better  hands  at  fliooting  flying  than  fhe  is  ;  fhe  has  had  a 
wonderful  education,  as  well  as  her  other  fifters.  Her  hufband  too  does  honour  to  the 
imperial  court  by  his  principles  of  government. 
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There  is  no  province  in  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  flates 
of  which  have  preferved  a  degree  of  refpect  equal  to  that  which  thofe  of  the  Nether- 
lands Hill  poffefs ;  I  imagine  that  it  is  the  afiluence  in  which  the  burgcfles  Hve  that 
has  made  them  preferve  fentiments  of  liberty,  which  you  look  for  in  vain  in  Hungary  ; 
then  their  interefls  have  rendered  nobility  entirely  dependant  on  the  court ;  the  want 
cf  large  cities  too  mull  have  very  much  lightened  the  trouble  of  the  imperial  court, 
when  it  found  itfelf  compelled  to  undermine  the  privileges  of  the  ftates  of  Hungary. 
Even  in  Lombardy,  the  power  of  the  nobility^proved  a  weak  dam  againft  the  power  of 
the  court.  But  this  power  the  common  burghers  are  at  all  times  interefled  in  leflening, 
as  they  have  more  to  give  and  lefs  to  expeft  from  the  court  than  the  other  members  of 
the  ftate.  The  diftance  of  the  imperial  refidence,  and  the  example  of  Holland,  which 
the  court  of  Vienna  has  perpetually  before  its  eyes,  will  no  doubt  have  contributed 
fomething  towards  keeping  up  the  old  conltitution  of  this  country. 

Singular  are  the  events  which  take  place  in  this  earth  of  ours.  The  revolution  which 
made  Holland  a  free  commonwealth,  broke  out  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  Whilfl 
every  thing  here  was  already  in  motion,  the  Dutch  thought  not  in  the  lealf  of  making 
themfelves  free.  Nor  would  they  ever  have  been  fo  by  their  own  exertions,  as  even  in 
the  earlieil  times  of  the  republic  they  announced  the  flothfulnefs  which  flill  renders  them 
remarkable.  It  was  only  fuch  a  fingular  genius  as  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  could 
have  fecured  them  the  freedom  which  they  feemed  to  have  no  defire  of  for  themfelves. 
But  fee  how  matters  have  ended  ;  religion  took  the  prefent  provinces  of  Aullria  from 
an  undertaking  to  which  they  had  firfl  laid  their  hands,  and  now  they  are  made  ufe  of 
to  opprefs  Holland.     What  a  con  tradition  ! 

LETTER  LXXII. 

Oflcnd. 

TOMORROW,  brother,  I  fhall  fail  for  England  j  but  before  I  go,  permit  me  to 
take  one  general  review  of  the  whole. 

Germany,  taking  in  Silefia,  is  at  lead:  one  fifth  larger  than  France.  It  contains  about 
twelve  thoufand  fquare  miles.  The  foil  is  difterent,  in  different  parts.  A  great  part  of 
it  however  is  produtlive  to  a  degree  which,  France  and  Italy  only  excepted,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  country  in  our  part  of  the  world.  The  immenfe  malfes  of  rock  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  the  circles  of  Aultria  and  Bavaria,  and  the  fands  of  the  north,  which 
almoll  comprehend  the  whole  circles  of  Lower  Saxony,  Brandenburg,  Pomerania,  the 
Laufitz,  and  the  north  of  Weflphalia,  are  not,  it  is  true,  capable  of  fuch  cultivation  as 
the  upper  parts  of  Germany  ;  but  this  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  once  the  interefls 
of  the  \vhole  were  comnion.  The  mountains  of  the  South  contain  almofl:  every  kind 
of  metal  in  prodigious  quantities,  and  in  the  greatefl;  perfeQion,  and  the  fandy  places  of 
the  North,  together  with  the  bell  wood  for  building  fliips,  furniih  hemp,  flax,  and  wool, 
in  great  abundance. 

Bohemia,  Moravia,  Silefia,  the  archduchy  of  Auftria,  Bavaria,  Suabia,  the  countries 
about  the  Rhine,  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  thofe  parts  of  the  circle  of  Upper 
Saxony,  which  arc  not  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  produce  corn,  cattle, 
wine,  and  all  the  firlt  neceflaries  of  life,  in  fuch  plenty  as  not  only  to  be  fufficient  for  the 
fupply  of  all  Germany,  but  even  for  great  exportations. — In  a  word,  Germany  is  the 
only  country  in  Europe,  which  is  independent  of  all  the  world,  for  a  fupply  of  all  the 
neceflaries  and  conveniences  which  a  large  and  flourifliing  ftate  requires,  or  which  a 
great  power  ftands  in  need  of  for  its  defence.     France  is  deficient  in  wood,  cattle,  (par- 
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ticularly  horfes)  the  mofl  necefTary  metals,  and  linen  ;  and  Ruffia  is  obliged  to  import 
wine,  wood,  horfes  for  hard  fervice,  and  various  other  articles ;  but^  Germany  has 
every  thing  which  thefe  two  very  rich,  and  in  many  refpefts  very  different  countries 
produce,  and  a  great  fuperfluity  of  what  they  want  befides. 

The  la(t  mentioned  and  bed  provinces  of  Germany,  contain  about  fix  thoufand  four 
hundred  fquare  miles.  To  judge  of  the  population  you  muft  reckon  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  men  for  every  fquare  mile  ;  at  leall  2  variety  of  different  eftimates  agree 
in  this  ;  and  if  Bavaria,  Heffe,  and  fome  other  countries  fa!!  fomewhat  below  this  cal- 
culation ;  others,  as  Auftria,  \Virtemberg,  the  Netherlands,  and  different  parts  of  the 
circle  of  Upper  Saxony,  go  beyond  it.  This  part  of  Germany  contains  alfo  about  fix- 
toen  millions  of  inhabitants. 

The  other  part  contains  about  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  fquare  miles.  It  is  difficult 
to  eftimate  the  population  of  this  part.  Some  countries,  as  for  inftance  Upper  Auftria, 
have  two  thoufand  fouls  in  every  fquare  mile.  Magdeburgh,  Halberffadt,  Minden, 
Brunfwick,  Hildeftieim,  and  many  others  have  two  thoufand  five  hundred.  On  the  other 
hand, the  Hanoverian  dominions,  Brandenburg,  Pomerania,  and  Mecklenburg,  and  many 
others,  have  not  more  than  one  thoufand  men  in  every  fquare  mile.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  in  order  to  eftimate  the  population  of  this  part  of  Germany,  you  muft  reckon  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  men,  for  every  fquare  mile,  which  will  give  nine  millions  five 
hundred  thoufand  for  this  part,  and  make  the  whole  twenty-five  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand.  In  his  treatife  de  la  Litterature  Alemande,  the  King  of  Pruffia  reckons 
twenty-fix  millions  for  the  whole  country,  an  eftimate  which  appears  to  me  to  come 
neareit  to  the  truth.  The  manifefto  which  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  prefented  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  on  account  of  the  laft  difturbances  about  Bavaria,  contains  thefe  re- 
markable words.  "  It  is  the  the  bufinefs  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  to  fee  that  the 
balance  of  Germany  be  not  difturbed,  for  if  it  be,  the  flrength  of  the  country  and  its 
fituation  will  enable  it  to  difturb  the  peace  of  all  Europe."  This  is  an  undeniable 
truth;  France  and  Italy  are  the  only  countries  which  can  vie  with  Germany  in  population. 

This  extenfive  country  has  not  yet  nearly  arrived  at  the  degree  of  cultivation  of  which 
it  is  capable,  not  even  at  that  of  France.  The  peace  of  Hubertftjurg,  is  the  cera  of 
its  cultivation  ;  agriculture  and  induftry  have  been  univerfal  every  fince  that  period. 

Germany  has  taken  much  larger  and  quicker  firides  to  cultivation  than  any  other 
European  power.  It  at  once  exerted  all  its  flrength  to  fill  up  the  gaps  which  had 
been  made  in  it  by  the  deftruftive  war  of  thirty  years.  The  very  partition  of  the  coun- 
try into  fo  many  ftates,  prejudicial  as  it  is  to  the  exertion  of  power  for  the  purpofe  of 
foreign  conquefts,  has  been  of  advantage  to  the  internal  cultivation.  At  prefent  the 
firft  princes  in  Germany  contend  with  each  other  who  fliall  make  the  belt  improve- 
ments in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  in  education,  and  police,  and  who  fhall  do  mod 
for  the  promotion  of  induftry  and  commerce,  with  as  much  eagernefs,  as  they  for- 
merly contended  who  fhould  be  foremoft  in  pomp  and  idle  magnificence.  No  where 
is  there  fo  thorough  a  conviftion  of  the  value  of  men  and  their  different  occupations, 
and  no  where  is  there  fo  great  a  ftir  made  to  improve  them  for  the  advantage  of  the 
•whole  as  in  Germany.  With  refpeft  to  legiflation  and  the  true  interefts  of  a  country, 
there  has  been  a  benevolent  light  fpread  in  mofl  parts  of  this  empire,  which  does  not 
only,  as  in  France,  point  out  the  gaps,  but  encourages  the  princes  and  their  fervants  to 
fill  them  up.  Without  a  doubt,  Germany,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe,  is  much  in- 
debted to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  firft:  praftical  philofopher,  who,  in  modern  times, 
has  been  feen  on  the  throne.  It  was  he  who  began  the  glorious  revolution,  which 
has  made  fuch  changes  in  Germany  during  the  laft  twenty  years  ;  he  taught  his  neigh- 
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hours  that  the  interefl  of  princes  and  their  fubjeds  are  the  fame  ;  he  began  to  take  off 
the  veil  which  was  thrown  over  adminiftration ;  finally,  he  fubciued  the  little  tyrants 
amongft  the  priefts  and  nobility,  who  fattened  on  the  fubftance  of  the  citizen  and  pea- 
fant.  Military  as  his  government  may  appear  to  you  fupcrficial  obfervers,  it  is  to  this 
military  government,  and  the  imitations  of  it  in  other  countries,  that  Germany  is  in- 
debted for  a  peace  of  twenty  years,  which  flie  had  not  known  for  many  centuries  be- 
fore, and  in  the  courfe  of  which  flie  firO:  began  to  feel  what  fhe  really  was.  Perfed  legif- 
lation,  without  a  doubt,  is  the  fummit  of  all  human  attainments;  flic  alone  can  make 
us  happy  ;  flie  alone  produces  fociable  men,  and  eftimates  the  value  of  them  ;  and  how 
proud  ought  not  Germany  to  be  of  Frederick,  Jofeph  and  Catharine,  three  legiflative 
geniufes  exifting  together  at  the  fame  period,  the  like  to  whom  many  centuries  fel* 
dom  produce  one. 

The  peculiar  turn  of  the  Germans  feems  to  be  for  philofophy  ;  tliey  are  diftinguifhed 
from  all  the  nations  in  Europe,  for  cool  and  jufl:  judgments,  united  with  extreme  in- 
dufiry  ;  they  were  the  firit  who  threw  a  light  on  mathematics  and  general  phyfics  ; 
next  they  darted  through  theology,  then  hiftory,  and  finally  legiflation,  with  the  fame 
philofophical  fpirit. — They  will  do  well  to  leave  to  other  nations  the  prize  of  wit,  for 
which  they  will  alwavs  contend  in  vain. 

If  Germany  could  make  itfelf  one  great  people  ;  if  it  was  united  under  one  gover- 
nor ;  if  the  interefts  of  a  fmgle  prince  were  not  often  in  oppofition  to  the  good  of  the 
whole;  if  all  the  members  were  fo  v^ell  compacted  into  one  body,  that  the  fuperfluous 
fap  of  the  one  could  circulate  and  invigorate  the  reft,  what  much  greater  fteps  towards 
cultivation  would  the  empire  then  make !  But  then  Germany  would  give  laws  to  all 
Europe.  How  powerful,  as  things  even  now  are,  are  the  two  houfes  of  Auftria  and 
Brandenburg,  the  greatnefs  of  whofe  ftrength  confifts  in  their  German  poffelhons,  and 
who  yet  neither  poffefs  the  half  nor  even  the  beft  parts  of  the  country.  Conceive  this 
country  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  that  no  burthenfome  excife  Ihould  opprefs  the  internal 
commerce  of  the  different  provinces  ;  no  cuttoms  fliould  prohibit  exports  all  over 
the  world  ;  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  that  the  immenfe  fums  that  it  gives  for  outlandifh 
commodities,  which  itfelf  can  furnifh,  fliould  be  fpared — or  that  it  could  become  a  na- 
val power,  for  which  it  has  fuch  ports  and  fuch  plenty  of  provifions,  that  it  could  itfelf 

employ  the  numerous  colonies  it  fends  out  to  the  reft  of  Europe  :«— conceive  this 

what  country  in  the  world  could  then  cope  with  Germany  ? 

The  character  of  men  depends  for  the  moft  part  on  their  government.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  Germans  has  in  general  as  httle  brilliancy  in  it  as  the  conflitution  of  the  em- 
pire ;  they  have  none  of  the  national  pride  and  patriotifm  by  which  the  Britons,  Spa- 
niards, and  our  own  countrymen  are  diftinguiflied,  fond  as  their  poets  have  been,  for 
fome  time  paft,  of  afcribing  thefe  quahties  to  them.  Their  pride  and  patriotic  fcnti- 
ments  only  extend  to  the  part  of  Germany  in  which  they  are  born  ;  to  the  reft  of  their 
countrymen  they  are  ftrange  as  to  any  ftrangers,  nay,  in  feveral  parts  of  Germany, 
they  are  much  fonder  of  ftrangers  than  they  are  of  their  own  countrymen.  It  is  the 
fenfe  of  weaknefs  of  the  lefler  powers  of  Germany  which  damps  their  national  pride  ; 
it  is  only  becaufe  Germany  cannot  ufe  its  power  altogether,  and  that  other  nations  feel 
their  ftrength,  that  it  has  been  defpifed  by  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  who  yet 
have  nothing  to  boail  above  it,  fave  a  fafter  bond  of  union  among  themfelves,  or  a  ri- 
diculous pride.  We  feldom  judge  of  men  from  their  inner  worth,  fo  much  as  from 
the  external  appearance  they  make  in  the  world.  We  cftimate  the  Ruffians,  Englifli, 
&c.  according  to  the  idea  we  have  taken  up  of  the  whole  nation  j  and  though  the  in- 
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dividual  may  happen  to  be,  as  he  often  is,  ten  times  more  barbarous  than  a  German, 
we  give  him  credit  for  the  fame  and  worth  of  his  illuftrious  countrymen. 

Though  the  charafter  of  the  Germans  be  not  fo  brilliant  as  that  of  other  nations,  ftill 
it  is  not  deftitute  of  its  peculiar  excellencies.  The  German  is  the  man  of  the  world. 
He  lives  under  every  Iky,  and  conquers  every  natural  obftacle  to  his  happinefs.  His  in- 
duflry  is  inexhauftible.  Poland,  Hungary,  RulTia,  the  Englifnand  Dutch  colonies,  are 
much  indebted  to  German  emigrants.  Even  the  firfl  dates  in  Europe  owe  to  Germany 
great  part  of  their  knowledge.  Reftitude  is  alfo  an  almoft  univerfal  charaderiftic  of 
the  people  of  this  country  ;  nor  are  the  manners  of  the  peafants  and  thofe  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  leffer  cities,  by  any  means  fo  corrupt  as  thofe  of  France  and  other  coun- 
tries ;  it  is  owing  to  this,  that,  notwithftanding  the  great  emigrations,  the  country  is  ftill- 
fo  well  peopled.  To  conclude,  frugality  on  the  fide  of  the  Proteftants,  and  franknef? 
and  gogdheartednefs  on  the  fide  of  the  Catholics,  are  brilliant  national  charafteriilics^ 
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TRAVELS   IN  DENMARK. 
By  W.  COXE*. 


Chap.  I. — Ptr//h^e  of  the  Sound. — Entrance  into  Bcnmarh. — Elfinorc. — Toll  of  the  Sound. 
— Cronborg  Cajfle  and  Palace. — Anctdote  of  Queen  Matilda.  —  Hamlet'' s  Garden. — 
Hi/lory  of  Hamlet  from  Saxo-Grcnnmatieus. — Copenhagen. — Jjlc  of  Amak. 

MARCH  2  2.  We  embarked  at  Helfingborg,  and  crofTed  the  Sound,  which  fepa- 
rates  Denmark,  from  Sweden.  The  wind  blew  freih  and  was  dircclly  contrary  ;  but 
by  tacking  we  reached  Elfinore  in  an  hour  and  a  half:  the  dired  diftance  between 
the  neareft  points  of  the  two  coafls  is  about  three  miles.  Midway  we  had  a  fine  view 
of  the  oppofue  (hores,  with  the  towns  of  Helfingborg  and  Elfinore  ;  the  former  crowned 
by  an  ancient  tower;  the  latter  diRinguifhed  by  the  palace  of  Cronborg,  a  lefs  roman- 
tic, but  no  lefs  beautiful  objed.  The  ihores  of  Sweden  to  the  north  of  Helfingborg  are 
fleep  and  rocky  ;  but  decreafe  in  height  towards  the  foutii,  and  become  low  and  flat. 
Thofe  of  Zealand  confiit  partly  of  ridges  of  fand,  and  partly  of  floping  Ihores  covered 
with  wood. 

Elfinore  is  a  well-built  town,  and  makes  a  better  appearance  than  thofe  to  which  we 
had  lately  been  accuftomed  ;  the  houfes  are  of  brick.  It  was  a  fmall  village,  contain- 
ing a  few  filhermen's  huts,  until  1445,  when  it  was  made  a  ftaple  town  bv  Eric  of  Po- 
merania,  who  conferred  on  the  new  fettlers  confiderable  immunities,  and  built  a  caftle 
for  their  defence  f.  From  that  period  it  gradually  increaftd  in  fize  and  wealth,  and  is 
now,  next  to  Copenhagen,  the  molf  commercial  place  in  Denmark.  It  contains  five 
thoufand  inhabitants,  among  whom  are  a  confiderable  number  of  foreign  merchants 
and  theconfuls  of  the  principal  nations  trading  to  the  Baltic. 

'J  he  paflage  of  the  Sound  is  guarded  by  the  fortrefs  of  Cronborg,  which  is  fituated 
on  the  edge  of  a  peninfular  promontory,  the  nearefl:  point  of  land  to  the  oppofite  coafl 
of  Sweden.  It  is  ftrongly  fortified  towards  the  fliore  by  baflions,  and  regular  entrench- 
ments ;  and  towards  the  fea  by  feverai  batteries,  mounted  with  fixty  cannon,  the  largefl: 
forty-eight  pounders.  Every  veiTel  in  palling  lowers  her  top-fails,  antl  pays  a  toll  at 
Elfinore.  It  is  generally  afferted  that  this  fortrefs  guards  the  Sound  ;  and  that  all 
fliips  muft,  on  accouut  of  flioal  waters  and  currents,  fleer  fo  near  the  batteries,  as 
to  be  expofed  to  their  fire,  in  cafe  of  refufal.  This  however  is  a  miftaken  notion.  On 
account,  indeed,  of  numerous  and  oppofite  currents  in  the  Sound,  the  fafeft  paffatre  lies 
near  the  fortrefs  ;  but  the  water  in  any  part  is  of  fufficient  depth  for  vclfels  to  keep  at  a 
diftance  from  the  batteries,  and  the  largeil  fhips  can  even  fail  clofe  to  the  coafl  of  Swe- 
den \.      The  conflant  difcharge,  however,  of  the  toll,  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  the 

*   From  his  Travels  in  Poland,  &c.  Fiftli  Edition^  1S02. 
f  MefTeiiii  Scandia  Illuftrata,  Lib.  III.  p.  50. 

%   Iheaffertion  was  fully  verified  by  the  memorable  pafTage  of  the  Britifh  ffeet,  with  inconfiderable  da- 
mage, ill  March  i8:i. 
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fircngth  of  die  fortrcfs,  as  to  a  compliance  with  the  public  law  of  Europe.  Many  dif- 
putes  have  arifen  concerning  the  right  wliich  the  crown  of  Denmark  has  to  impof'e  this 
duty.  The  Kings  of  Sweden,  in  particular,  claiming  an  equal  title  to  the  free  paflage 
of  the  Strait,  were  for  fonie  time  exempted  by  treaty;  but  in  1720,  Frederic  I.  agreed, 
that  Swedilh  veflels  fliould  be  fubjecl:  to  the  ufual  imports.  All  vcffels,  befide  a  fmall 
duty,  are  rated  at  i|  per  cent,  of  their  cargoes,  except  the  Englifli,  French,  Dutch,  and 
Swedift,  which  pay  only  one  per  cent.  ;  in  return,  the  crown  takes  the  charge  of  con- 
ftrufting  light-houl'es,  and  ere&ing  fignals  to  mark  the  flioals  and  rocks,  from  the  Cate- 
gate  to  the  entrance  of  the  Baltic.  The  tolls  of  the  Sound,  and  of  the  two  Belts,  fupply 
an  annual  revenue  of  above  ioo,oool. 

The  palace  of  Cronborg,  which  (lands  in  the  fortrefs,  is  a  fquare  Gothic  building  of 
free-done.  From  an  infcription  over  the  gate,  it  was  begun  by  Frederic  II.,  and  has 
been  repaired  and  augmented  by  fucceeding  fovereigns.  It  contains  nothing  worthy  of 
particular  defcription,  excepting  two  good  portraits  of  Frederic  II.  and  Chriftian  IV., 
and  feveral  battle-pieces,  reprefenting  the  wars  of  Chriflian  V. 

In  this  palace  was  Imprifoned  the  late  unfortunate  Queen  Matilda.  During  her  con- 
finement flie  inhabited  the  governor's  apartment,  and  had  permiffion  to  walk  on  the  fide- 
batteries,  or  on  the  leads  of  the  tower.  She  was  uncertain  of  the  fate  that  awaited  her, 
and  had  great  rcafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  party  which  occafioned  her  arrell  meditated 
more  violent  meafures.  When  the  Englifli  miniiler*  at  Copenhagen  brought  an  order 
for  her  enlargement,  which  he  had  obtained  by  his  fpirited  condu6V,  flie  was  furprized 
with  the  unexpefted  intelligence,  inftantly  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears,  embraced  him  in 
a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  called  him  her  deliverer.  After  a  fhort  conference,  he  propofed 
that  her  majelty  fhould  immediately  embark  on  board  a  fliip  that  was  wailing  to  carry 
her  from  a  kingdom  in  which  fhe  had  experienced  fuch  a  train  of  misfortunes.  But, 
however  anxious  flie  was  to  depart,  one  circumflance  checked  the  excefs  of  her  joy  :  a 
few  months  before  her  imprifonment  flie  was  delivered  of  a  princefs,  whom  fhe  fuckled 
herfelf.  '1  he  rearing  of  this  child  had  been  her  only  comfort,  and  flie  conceived  a  more 
than  parental  attachment  to  it,  as  the  confl;ant  companion  of  her  mifery.  The  infant 
was  afflicfed  with  the  meafles ;  and,  having  nurfed  it  with  unceafing  folicitude,  flie  was 
defirous  of  continuing  her  attention  and  care.  Thefe  circumfl:ances  had  fo  endeared  the 
child  to  her,  rendered  more  fufceptible  of  tendernefs  in  a  prifon  than  in  a  court,  that 
when  an  ord^r  for  detaining  the  young  princefs  was  intimated,  flie  teftified  the  flirongeil: 
emotions  of  grief,  and  could  not,  for  ibme  time,  be  prevailed  on  to  bid  a  final  adieu. 
At  length,  after  beflowing  repeated  careflTes  on  this  darling  objeft  of  her  affection,  flie 
retired  to  the  veflel  in  an  agony  of  defpair,  and  rernained  on  deck,  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
palace  of  Cronborg,  which  contained  her  child,  until  darknefs  intercepted  the  view. 
The  veflel  having  made  little  way  during  night,  at  day-break  flie  obferved  with  fond  fa- 
t'sfadlion  that  the  palace  was  flill  vifible,  and  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  enter  the  cabin 
as  long  as  flie  could  difcover  the  faintefr  glimpfe  of  the  battlements.  Matilda  afterwards 
refided  at  Zell,  where  flie  died  of  a  fcarlet  fever. 

Queen  Matilda  was  naturally  of  a  lively  difpofition,  until  her  misfortunes  brought  on 
a  fettled  melancholy.  In  fociety  flie  endeavoured  to  diflemble  her  forrows,  and  afiTume 
3.  cheerfulnefs  to  which  her  heart  was  a  fl;ranger.  She  became  extremely  fond  of  foli- 
tude ;  and,  when  alone,  indulged  her  grief  in  the  mofl:  bitter  lamentations.  She  re- 
'  tained,  to  her  lafl:  moments,  the  mofl:  unaftecled  attachment  to  her  children  in  Den- 
aiark :  with  ail  the  anxiety  of  a  parent  flie  made  repeated  enquiries  after  them,  and  was 

*  Mr   afterv.  ards  Sir  Robert  Murray  KiTitb. 
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delighted  with  receiving  the  minuted  accounts  of  their  hcahh,  aniufcments,  and  educa- 
tion. Having  obtained  their  portraits,  flie  placed  them  in  her  inoft  retired  apartment  ; 
often  apcftrophized  them  as  if  prefent  *,  and  addrefied  them  in  the  tendered;  manner. 

Adjoining  to  the  royal  palace,  which  ftands  about  half  a  mile  from  Cronborg,  is  a 
garden  which  curiofity  led  us  to  vifit ;  it  is  called  Hamlet's  Garden,  and  is  faid,  by  tra- 
dition, to  be  the  very  fpot  where  the  murder  of  his  father  was  perpetrated.  The  houfe 
is  of  modern  date,  and  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  fandy  ridge  near  the  fea  ;  the  garden 
occupies  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  is  laid  out  in  terraces  rifmg  one  above  another.  El- 
fmore  is  the  fcene  of  Shakefpeare's  Hamlet ;  and  the  original  hiftory  fi-om  which  that 
divine  bard  derived  the  principal  incidents  of  his  play  is  founded  on  fafts,  but  fo  deeply 
buried  in  remote  antiquity,  as  render  it  difficult  to  difcriniinate  truth  from  fable.  Saxo- 
Graramaticus,  who  flourifiied  in  the  twelfth  century,  is  the  earlied  hiftorian  of  Denmark 
who  relates  the  adventures  of  Handet.  His  account  is  extrafted,  and  much  altered,  by 
Belleforeft,  a  French  author ;  an  Englifli  tranflation  of  whofe  romance  ivas  publifhed 
under  the  title  of  the  "  Hiltorye  of  Hamblei  f,"  and  from  this  tranfisrion  Shakefpeare 
formed  the  ground-work  of  his  play,  though  with  many  alterations  and  additions. 

As  Saxo-Grammaticus  is  an  author  whole  works  are  in  the  hands  ot  but  few  perfons, 
and  as  I  never  met  with  an  Englifii  tranflation,  it  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  give  a  (hurt 
(ketch  of  Hamlet's  hiftory,  as  recorded  in  the  Danilh  Annals  |,  that  the  reader  may 
compare  the  original  charafter  with  that  delineated  by  Shakefpeare. 

Long  before  the  introduftion  of  chriftianity  into  Denmark,  Horvvendillus,  prefeft,  or 
King  of  Jutland,  was  married  to  Geruthra,  or  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Ruric  King  of 
Denmark,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  called  Amlettus,  or  Hamlet.  Eengo  murders  his 
brother  Horwendillus,  marries  Gertrude,  and  afcends  the  throne.  Hamlet,  to  avoid 
his  uncle's  jealoufy,  counterfeits  folly  ;  and  is  reprefented  as  fuch  an  abhorrer  of  falfe- 
hood,  that,  though  he  conitantly  frames  the  moft  evafive  and  even  ablurd  anfwers,  yet 
artfully  contrives  never  to  deviate  from  truth.  Fengo,  fufpecting  the  reality  of  his  mad- 
nefs,  endeavours,  by  various  methods  §,to  difcover  the  real  ftate  ol  his  mind  :  amongft 
others,  he  departs  from  Elfmore,  concerts  a  meeting  between  Handet  and  Gertrude, 
concluding  that  he  would  not  withhold  his  fentiments  from  his  own  mother,  and  orders 

*  I  received  this  anecdote  from  a  pcrfon  at  Ztll,  who  had  more  than  once  overheard  this  affefling  ad- 
drcfs. 

f  The  only  copy  I  ever  faw  of  this  work  is  in  the  library  of  Trinity  college,  Cambrid(;e,  in  the  curioii'i 
colleftion  relative  to  the  School  of  Shakefpeare,  given  by  the  late  Mr.  Capell  to  that  fociety.  It  is  in  black 
letter,  entitled,  the  Hiflory  of  Hamblet;  imprinted  by  Richard  Bradocke  for  Thomas  Pavier. — The  heads 
of  the  chapters  are  given  in  iVir.  Cap.ll's  pollluimoua  work,  the  Scliool  of  Shakefpeare,  vol.  iii.  p.  90;  and 
a  few  extrafts  in  Malone's  Supplement  to  Johnfun's  and  btevenfon's  Shakefpeare. 

\   Sax.  Gram.  lib.  iii.  and  iv 

§  Among  other  attempts,  Fengo  ordered  his  coinpanions  to  leave  him  in  a  tetlred  fpit,  and  a  yoiin;^ 
woman  was  placed  in  his  way,  with  a  view  to  extort  from  hiin  a  contcffion  that  his  folly  was  counterfeited. 
Hamlet  would  have  fallen  into  the  fnare,  if  a  friend  had  not  fecretiy  conveyed  to  him  intelligence  of  tlii^; 
treachery  :  he  carried  the  woman  to  a  more  fecret  place,  and  obtained  her  promife  not  to  betray  him,  which 
fhe  readily  gave,  as  the  had  been  brought  up  with  him  from  her  infancy.  Being  aflced,  on  his  return  home, 
if  he  had  indulged  his  paflion,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  ;  but  rendered  himftlf  not  believed  by  the  molb 
artful  fubterfuges,  which,  though  true,  feemed  evidently  to  mark  a  difordered  underftanding,  and  by  the 
pofitive  denial  of  the  woman.  ♦'  Upon  this  woman,"  as  Capell  obferves,  "  is  grounded  Shakefpeare';; 
Ophelia  ;  and  his  deliverance  from  this  fnare  by  a  friend,  fuggefted  his  Horatio:" — "  The  rude  outlines," 
as  Mr.  Maloiie  remarks,  "  of  thofe  charafters."  "  But  in  this  piece  there  are  no  traits  of  the  character  of 
Polonius:  there  is,  indeed,  a  counfellor,  and  he  places  himfelf  in  the  Queen's  chamber  behind  the  arra".  ; 
but  U'is  is  the  whole.  The  ghoft  of  the  old  Hamlet  is  likewife  the  offspring  of  our  author's  creative  imii- 
gination."     See  Civpell's  School  of  Shakefpeare,  vol,  iii,  p.  20;  andMalone's  Supplemer^t,  p.  55,5- 
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a  courtier  to  conceal  himfelf,  unknown  to  both,  for  the  purpofe  of  overhearing  their 
converfation. 

The  courtier  repairs  to  the  Oueen's  apartment,  and  hides  himfelf  under  a  heap  of 
ftraw  *.  Ilamlct,  on  entering  the  cabinet,  fufppfcing  the  prefence  of  fome  fp3',  imitates, 
after  his  ufual  atieftation  of  folly,  the  crowing  of  a  cock,  and  fliaking  his  arms  like 
\vin5s,  jumps  t  upon  the  heap  of  draw,  till  feeling  the  courtier,  he  draws  his  fword, 
kills  him,  cuts  the  body  to  pieces,  boils  if,  and  gives  it  to  the  hogs.  He  then  avows 
to  his  mother,  that  he  only  perfonated  a  fool  ;  reproaches  her  for  her  inceltuous  mar- 
riage with  the  murderer  of  her  hufband,  and  concludes  his  remondrances  by  faying, 
"  InRead,  therefore,  of  condoling  my  infanity,  deplore  your  own  infamy,  and  learn  to 
lament  the  deformity  of  your  ov.  n  mind." 

The  Oueen  is  filent,  but  is  recalled  to  virtue  by  thefe  admonitions.  Fengo  returns  to 
Eiilncre,  fends  Hamlet  to  England  under  tlie  care  ot  two  courtiers,  and  requefls  the 
King,  by  a  letter,  to  put  him  to  death.  HamLt  dlfcovers  and  alters  the  letter  ;  and  on 
their  arrival  In  England,  the  King  orders  the  two  courtiers  to  immediate  execution,  and 
betroths  his  daughter  to  Hamlet,  who  gives  many  altonlfhing  proofs,  of  a  tranfcendent 
underftanding. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  he  returns  to  Denmark,  and  alarms  the  court  by  his  unexpeft- 
ed  appearance ;  as  a  report  of  his  death  had  been  I'pread,  and  preparations  were  making 
for  his  funeral. 

Having  re-affumed  his  aft'edled  Infanity,  he  purpofely  wounds  his  fingers  in  drawing 
his  fword,  which  the  by-ftanders  immediately  lalten  to  the  fcabbard.  He  afterwards 
invites  the  principal  nobles  to  an  entertainment,  makes  them  Intoxicated,  and  In  that 
ftate  covers  them  with  a  large  curtain,  whkh  he  fallens  to  the  ground  with  wooden 
pegs;  he  then  fets  fire  to  the  palace,  and  the  nobles,  enveloped  in  the  curtain,  perifh  in 
the  flames.  During  this  tranfaction  he  repairs  to  Fengo's  apartment,  and  taking  the 
fword  which  lay  by  the  fide  of  his  bed,  puts  his  own  In  its  place  ;  he  inftantly  awakens 
and  Informs  him,  that  Hamlet  is  come  to  revenge  the  murder  of  his  father.  Fengo 
ftarts  frcHU  his  bed,  feizes  the  fword,  but  unable  to  draw  it,  falls  by  the  hand  of  Hamlet. 
The  next  morning,  when  the  populace  were  alfembled  to  view  the  ruins  of  the  palace, 
Hamlet  fummons  the  remaining  nobles,  and  in  a  mafierly  fpeech,  lays  open  the  motives 
of  his  own  conduft  ;  proves  his  uncle  theaflaffin  of  his  father,  and  concludes  In  the  fol- 
lowing words ; 

"  Tread  upon  the  allies  of  the  monfter,  who,  polluting  the  wife  of  his  murdered  bro- 
ther, joined  inceft  to  parricide,  and  ruled  over  you  with  the  molt  oppreflive  tyranny. 
Receive  me  as  the  minifler  of  a  juft  revenge,  as  one  who  felt  for  the  futierings  of  his 
father  and  his  people.  Confider  me  as  the  perfon  who  has  purged  the  difgrace  of  his 
countiy,  extlnguifhed  the  Infamy  of  his  mother,  freed  you  from  the  defpotilm  of  a  mon- 

*   Straw  was  formerly  Ipread  over  the  floors  as  an  article  of  luxury. 

-j-  This  part  (lands  thus  in  the  Englifli  account:  "  Tht?  coiinftllor  entered  fecretly  into  the  Qiieene's 
chamber,  and  there  tiid  himtclfe  behind  the  arras,  and  long  before  the  CHieene  and  Hamlet  came  thither; 
\\  ho  being  craftie  and  politique,  as  foonc  as  he  was  witliin  the  chamber,  doubting  fome  Irealoti,  and  fearing, 
if  lit  fhould  fpeakt  ftvcrcly  and  wifely  to  his  mother,  touching  his  fecret  practices,  hce  (hould  be  under- 
tlood  and  by  that  means  intercepted,  ufed  his  ordinary  manner  of  difTimulation,  and  began  to  come  (r  crow) 
like  a  cocke,  beating  with  his  arms  (in  luch  manner  as  cockes  uled  to  ftrike  with  their  wings,)  upon  the 
h-in-fin^s  of  the  chambers,  whereby,  feeling  fomething  llining  under  them,  he  cried,  a  rat  J  a  rat !  and 
prcfently  drawing  his  fi\'orde,  thrull  it  into  the  hangings,  which  done,  he  pulled  the  counfellor  (half  deade) 
out  by  the  heels,  made  an  end  of  killing  him,  and  being  (lain,  cut  his  body  in  pieces,  which  he  canled  to 
i)e  boiled,  and  then  c.ill  it  into  an  open  vault  or  privic."     Malune's  Supplement,  vol.  i.  p.  357. 

1 1  fter. 
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fter,  whoFe  crimes,  if  he  had  lived,  would  have  daily  increafed,  and  terminated  in  your 
deflruftion.  Acknowledge  my  fervices,  and  if  I  have  defervcd  it,  prefent  me  with  the 
crown :  behold  in  me  the  author  of  thefe  advantages,  no  degenerate  perfon,  no  parri- 
cide,  but  the  rightful  fucceflbr  to  the  throne,  and  the  pious  avenger  of  a  father's  mur. 
der.  I  have  refcued  you  from  flavery,  reftored  you  to  liberty,  and  re-eflabliflied  your 
glory  ;  I  have  deflroyed  a  tyrant,  and  triumphed  over  an  affailin.  The  recompence  is 
in  your  hands  ;  you  can  eftimate  the  value  of  my  fervices,  and  in  your  virtue  I  reft  my 
hopes  of  reward."  This  fpeech  had  the  defired  efFeft  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  affem- 
bly  fhed  tears,  and  all  who  are  prefent  unanimoufly  proclaim  him  King  amid  repealed 
acclamations. 

Hamlet,  foon  after  his  elevation,  fails  to  England,  and  orders  a  fliield  to  be  made,  ou 
which  the  principal  actions  of  his  life  are  reprefented.  The  King  receives  him  with 
feigned  demonftrations  of  joy  ;  falfely  affurcs  him  that  his  daughter  is  dead,  and  recom- 
mends him  to  repair  to  Scotland  as  his  ambaflador,  and  pay  his  addreifes  to  Queen  Her- 
metrudra.  He  gives  this  infidious  advice  with  the  hopes  that  Hamlet  may  perlfli  in  the 
attempt ;  as  the  Queen,  who  was  remarkable  for  her  chaftity  and  cruelty,  had  fuch 
an  averfion  to  all  propofals  of  marriage,  that  not  one  of  her  fuitors  had  efcaped  falling 
a  facrifice  to  her  vengeance.  Hamlet,  in  oppofition  to  all  difficulties,  performs  the 
embafly,  and  by  the  afiiftance  of  his  fhield,  which  infpires  the  lady  with  a  favourable 
opinion  of  his  wifdom  and  courage,  obtains  her  in  marriage,  and  returns  with  her  to 
England.  Informed,  by  the  Princefs  to  whom  he  is  betrothed,  that  her  father  medi- 
tates his  aflafRnation,  Hamlet  avoids  his  fate  by  wearing  armour  under  his  robe,  puts  to 
death  the  King  of  England,  and  fails  to  Denmark  with  his  two  wives,  where  he  is  foon  , 
afterwards  killed  in  a  combat  with  Vigletus,  fon  of  Ruric.  Hamlet,  adds  the  hiftorian, 
was  a  Prince,  who,  if  his  good  fortune  had  been  equal  to  his  deferts,  would  have  rivalled 
the  Gods  in  fplendour ;  and  in  his  aftions  would  have  exceeded  even  the  labours  of 
Hercules  *. 

The  diftance  from  Elfinore  to  Copenhagen  is  twenty  miles ;  our  route  lay  occafion- 
ally  by  the  fide  of  the  fea,  fometimes  through  fmall  woods  of  beech  and  oak,  and  at 
other  times  through  an  open  country  rifing  into  accHvities  ;  the  foil  is  fandy,  mixed  with 
loam,  well  cultivated,  and  yields  all  forts  of  grain.  The  cottages  are  numerous  and 
neat,  built  with  brick,  and  many  of  them  white-wailied.  We  had  an  excellent  road, 
for  which  convenience  we  paid  feveral  tolls ;  a  tax  from  which  we  had  been  exempt- 
ed in  Poland,  Ruffia,  and  Sweden.  We  reached  the  metropolis  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
evening. 

Copenhagen  (lands  on  a  fmall  promontory  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  ifle  of  Zealand, 
in  a  fiat  and  marlhy  fituation.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  bifiiop  of  Rofkild,  and  was 
not  diftinguiflied  by  the  royal  refidence  until  1443,  during  the  rei_gn  of  Chriftopher  of 
Bavaria  ;  hnce  which  period  it  has  been  gradually  enlarged  and  beautified,  and  is  be- 
come the  capital  of  Denmark. 

The  annual  lift  of  births  in  Copenhagen  being,  on  an  average  of  feveral  years,  efti- 
mated  at  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  of  deaths  at  two  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  we  may  eftimate  the  population  at  eighty  thoufand  fouls. 

Copenhagen  is  the  belt-built  city  of  the  north,  although  excelled  by  Peterfourgh  in 
fuperb  edifices ;  yet  as  it  contains  no  wooden  houfes,  it  does  not  difplay  that  ftriking 
contraft  of  meannefs  and  magnificence,  but  in  general  exhibits  a  more  uniform  appear- 

*  Hie  Amlethi  exitus  fuit  ;  qui  fi  parem^iaturK  atque  fortunx  indulgentiaru  expertus  fulflet,  sequafTct 
fulgore  fiiperos  ;  Hevculea  virtutibus  opera  tranfccndlflet. 

VOL.  vj.  Q  Q  anco. 
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ance.  The  city  is  furrounded  towards  the  land  with  ramparts  and  baflicris,  a  wet  ditch, 
and  a  few  out-works  ;  the  circumference  meafures  between  four  and  five  miles.  The 
ftreets  are  well  paved,  with  a  footway  on  each  fide,  which  is  narrow  and  inconve- 
nient. The  greater  part  of  the  buildings  are  of  brick,  and  a  few  of  free-ftone  brought 
from  Germany  :  tire  houfes  of  the  nobility  are  in  general  fplendid,  and  conftrafled  ia 
the  Italian  (lyle  of  architefture. 

The  royal  palace  is  a  magnificent  pile  of  hewn  ftone,  the  wings  and  flables  of  brick 
ftuccoed.  It  was  built  by  ChriRian  the  Sixth  in  feven  years,  as  the  infcription  informed 
nie,  without  laying  a  fingle  tax  on  his  fubjects.  The  enormous  expence  may  be  in 
fome  meafure  eftimated  by  the  dimenfions.  The  front  is  three  hundred  and  fixty-fe- 
ven  feet  in  length,  the  fides  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  the  height  one  hundred 
and  fourteen ;  it  has  fix  flories,  of  which  three  are  mezzonines.  In  the  fourth  ftory 
are  the  grandeft  fuit  of  apartments,  both  as  to  fize  and  decoration.  The  concert-room 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet  by  thirty-eight.  The  Riiicr  Saal,  or  Knight's  fa- 
loon,  is  remarkable  for  the  grandeur  and  elegance  of  the  proportions  ;  it  is  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  feet  long,  fixty-two  broad,  and  forty-eight  high  ;  it  is  lighted 
by  feveral  chryital  chandeliers,  and  many  gilded  urns  placed  on  the  baluftrades  of  a 
gallery  *. 

Among  numerous  piftures  of  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  Denmark,  I  was  ftruck  with 
a  portrait  of  Chriftian  the  Fourth  on  board  a  Ihip  engaged  v.ith  the  Swedifli  fleet.  In 
the  middle  of  the  engagement  the  King  was  ftruck  by  a  fplinter  ;  two  of  his  teeth  were 
beat  out,  his  ear  torn,  his  right  eye  forced  from  the  focket,  and  he  was  thrown  on  the 
deck  with  great  violence.  His  attendants,  fuppofing  him  dead,  made  bitter  lamenta- 
tions ;  when  the  King,  fuddenly  recovering  from  the  fwcon  into  which  he  had  been 
thrown  by  the  agony  of  pain,  ftarted  up,  bound  his  wounds  with  his  handkerchief,  and 
continued  giving  his  orders  with  great  compofure  until  the  Swedhh  fleet  retired.  The 
painter  has  chofen  the  point  of  time  in  which  the  King,  having  recovered  from  his  fwoon 
and  bound  his  wound,  is  exerting  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  action,  and  has  happily 
fucceeued  in  throwing  great  animation  over  the  whole  figure. 

The  royal  ftables  are  perhaps  the  moil  magnificent  in  Europe.  The  racks  of  one, 
which  contains  flails  for  forty-eight  horfes,  are  of  copper,  and  the  columns  that  divide 
the  flails  are  of  brick  ftuccoed  white-  Another  contains  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
flails;  and  the  racks  and  pillars  which  fuppoit  the  roof  and  ieparate  the  flails  are  of 
Norwegian  marble. 

The  bufy  fpirit  of  commerce  is  vifible  in  Copenhagen.  The  haven  is  always  crowded 
with  merchant-fiiips,  and  the  flreets  are  interlefted  by  broad  canals,  which  bring  the 
merchandize  clofe  to  the  warehoufes  that  line  the  quays.  This  city  owes  its  principal 
beauty  to  a  dreadful  fire  in  172S,  that  deftroyed  five  churches  and  fixty-feven  ftreets, 
which  were  rebuilt  in  the  modern  ftyle.  The  new  part  of  the  town  raifed  by  the  late 
King  Frederic  V.  is  extrem^ely  beautiful ;  it  confifts  of  an  oQagon,  containing  four  uni- 
form and  elegant  buildings  of  hewn  ftone,  and  of  four  broad  ftreets  leading  to  it  in  op- 
pofite  directions.  In  the  middle  of  the  area  Hands  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Frederic  in 
bronze,  as  large  as  life,  which  is  juftly  admired  ;  it  was  caft  at  the  expence  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  by  Saly,  and  coft  8o,oool.  fterling. 

On  the  25th  of  March  we  accompanied  Mr.  Delaval,  our  minifter,  to  court,  and 
were  honoured  with  private  audiences  by  Chriftian  VII.,  the  Oueen-dowager  Juliana 
Maria,  her  foa  Prince  Frederic,  and  his  confort  the  Princefs  Sophia-Frederica.     AVe 

*  This  magnificent  palace  was  burnt  in  1793. 

wera 


COXli's    TRAVELS    IN    DENMARK.  299 

_were  deprived  of^he  honour  of  paying  our  refpecls  to  the  Prince  Royal,  as  he  was  at 
that  time  inciifpofed.  During  our  ftay  at  Copenhagen  there  were  only  two  public  meet- 
ings at  court  :  the  conipany  aflembled  at  fix  in  the  evening.  At  one  of  thefe  meet- 
ings was  a  concert,  in  which  a  Danifli  tranfiation  of  Fergolefi's  Siabat  Mater,  with  the 
original  mufic,  was  performed.  The  King  aftervv-ards  fat  down  taXoo  with  the  Queen 
Dowager,  Prince  Frederic,  Princcfs  Sophia,  Count  BernfdorfF  the  prime  minifter,  and 
the  Pruffian  aftibaflador. 

As  our  if  ay  at  Copenhagen  was  fliort,  and  principally  during  paflion  week,  which  the 
. natives  obferve  with  great  ilridnefs,  \\e  had  not  many  opportunities  of  experiencing 
the  hofpitality  of  the  Daniih  nobility  ;  though  they  were  much  inclined  to  honour  us 
with  all  thofe  marks  of  attention  and  civility  which  are  ufuaily  paid  to  ftrangers.  Among 
other  inftances  of  politenefs,  we  received  an  invitation  to  an  affembly  and  fupper  from 
Count  Molck,  who  was  favourite  and  prime  minifter  to  Frederic  V.  The  Count's 
houfe,  which  flands  in  the  odtagon,  is  a  magnificent  building  fuperbly  finifiied.  He 
pofl'efTes  feveral  fine  piftures  ;  his  collection  of  fofTils,  fliells,  minerals,  and  petrifadions, 
deferves  the  notice  of  the  naturalift :  it  is  particularly  rich  in  native  produ£tions  of 
Denmark,  exhibiting  many  fine  fpecimens  of  the  gold,  filver  and  copper  mines,  from 
NoiU'ay,  and  of  lava  from  Mount  Hecla  in  Iceland. 

Among  the  moll  curious  collections  in  Copenhagen,  the  Royal  Mufeum,  or  Cabinet 
of  Rarities,  merits  the  firft  place.  This  collection,  which  was  begun  by  Frederic  III. 
is  depofited  in  eight  apartments,  and  ranged  in  the  following  order :  animals,  fliells, 
minerals,  paintings,  antiquides,  medals,  dreffes,  arms  and  implements  of  the  Laplanders. 
The  fliort  time  which  I  employed  in  examining  thefe  apartments  did  not  permit  me  to 
take  a  minute  and  accurate  account  of  the  principal  curiofities,  which  the  reader  will 
find  defcribed  in  Mufcian  Regium  Jacobcci. 

Part  of  Copenhagen,  which  is  called  Chriilianfhafen,  is  built  on  the  Ifle  of  Amak, 
which  generally  atti-afts  the  curiofity  of  foreigners,  Amak  is  four  miles  long,  and 
two  broad,  and  is  chiefly  peopled  by  the  defcendants  of  a  colony  from  Eafi  Friefland,  to 
whom  the  ifland  was  configned  by  Chriftian  II.  at  the  requell  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
filler  of  Charles  V.  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  her  with  vegetables,  cheefe,  and  butter. 
From  the  intermarriages  of  thefe  colonifts  with  the  Danes,  the  prefent  inhabitants  are 
chiefly  defcended  ;  but  as  they  wear  their  own  drefs,  and  enjoy  peculiar  privileges, 
they  appear  a  diflinft  race  from  the  natives.  The  ifland  contains  fix  villages,  and  be- 
tween three  and  four  thoufand  fouls  ;  it  has  two  churches,  in  which  the  minillers  preach 
occafionally  in  Dutch  and  Danifli.  The  inhabitants  have  their  own  inferior  tribunals  ; 
blit  in  capital  offences  are  amenable  to  the  King's  court  of  juflice  at  Copenhagen,' 
The  old  national  habit,  brought  by  the  original  colony  when  they  firft  migrated  to  the 
ifland,  is  ftill  in  ufe  among  them  ;  it  refembles  the  drefs  of  the  ancient  quakers,  as  re- 
prefented  in  the  pictures  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemilh  painters.  The  men  wear  broad- 
brimmed  hats,  black  jackets,  full  glazed  breeches  of  the  fame  colour,  Idofe  at  the 
knees,  and  tied  round  the  waift.  The  women  were  dreffed  chiefly  in  black  jackets  and 
red  petticoats,  with  a  piece  of  blue  glazed  cloth  bound  on  their  heads.  The  ifland  is 
laid  out  in  gardens  and  paftures,  and,  according  to  the  original  defign,  fupplies  Copen- 
hagen with  milk,  butter  and  vegetables. 

During  our  fecond  vint  to  Copenhagen,  in  July  1784,  we  experienced  great  civility 
and  repeated  inftances  of  hofpitality  from  the  Danifli  nobility.  Among  others  we  had 
the  honour  of  dining  feveral  times  with  the  prime  minifter,  Count  Bernfdorf  *,  at  his 

*   Since  deceafed. 
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villa,  about  four  miles  from  Copenhagen.  Thehoufe,  built  by  the  late  Count,  {lands 
in  a  delightful  fituation  on  a  gentle  rife,  floping  towards  the  fea,  backed  by  a  ridge  of 
hills  prettily  wooded,  and  commanding  a  cheerful  view  of  the  Sound,  the  coaft  of  Swe- 
den, Copenhagen,  and  the  numerous  veffels  failing  to  and  from  the  capital. 

In  our  way  to  the  village  we  paffed  a  column  of  Norwegian  marble,  ere£led  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Count  Bernfdorf  by  the  peafants  of  his  eftate,  in  gratitude  for  hav- 
ing received  the  gift  of  freedom  from  their  beloved  mafter.  The  pillar  is  ornameihted 
with  a  wheat-llieaf,  a  fpade,  and  a  picl<-axe,  the  emblems  of  agriculture.  It  contains  a 
Latin  and  Danifh  infcription,  attefi:ing  the  Count's  liberality,  and  their  gratitude*. 

The  flavery  of  the  peafants  is  part  of  the  remains  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  which,  how- 
ever modified  and  changed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Danifli  conftitution,  leaves  behind 
it  that  indelible  mark  of  its  former  preponderancy  and  iiijuftice.  Hitherto  all  the  at- 
tempts to  abolifli  it,  which  have  fucceeded  in  Sweden,  Norway,  and  feveral  parts  of 
Germany,  have  contributed  only  to  rivet  Hill  more  flrongly  a  fervitude,  no  lefs  dif- 
graceful  to  the  government,  than  prejudicial  to  the  communitv.  I  enjoyedj,  however, 
great  fatisfaftion  in  finding  that  the  fpirit  of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  I  may  add,  the 
fuggeftions  of  felf-intereft,  have  lately  fpread  thomfelves  among  the  nobility ;  and  that 
u  few  of  them  were  on  the  point  of  emancipating  their  peafants.  And  as  the  prince 
royal  has  turned  his  humanity  and  attention  to  this  fubject  \,  and  feems  inclined  to  fa- 
vour any  well-planned  fyitem,  which  may  give  new  life  and  vigour  to  an  order  of  men, 
the  moil:  ufeful  in  the  community  ;  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  in  time  the  prejudices 
againft  fuch  a  fyftem  will  be  removed;  and  that  fuch  effeftive  and  prudent  meafures 
will  be  adopted  by  government,  as  may,  without  convulfion,  reflore  to  the  peafants 
the  common  rights  of  mankind. 

We  were  prefent  at  an  entertainment  given  by  Admiral  Molcke,  on  board  the  Princefs 
Sophia  Frederica,  cairying  feventy-four  guns,  and  fix  hundred  men,  going  on  a  cruife 
to  the  Baltic,  with  three  other  fhips  of  the  line.  We  embarked  at  the  port,  and  were 
rowed  in  the  Captain's  boat  to  the  (hip,  where  we  found  Count  Molcke,  and  a  large 
company,  confiding  of  perfons  of  the  firft  condition.  From  the  cabin  we  had  a  de- 
lightful view  of  the  town  and  dock-yard  of  Copenhagen  ;  of  the  Danifh  navy  laid  up  in 
two  lines  in  the  harbour  ;  of  feveral  men  of  war  and  frigates  lying  at  anchor  near  us 
in  the  road  ;  of  numerous  veffels  failing  and  covering  the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  vras 
curled  by  a  gentle  breeze ;  of  the  diftant  coafts  of  Sweden,  and  the  adjacent  fhores  of 
Zealand,  richly  clothed  with  wood.  Dinner  was  ferved  on  deck,  under  a  canopy  of 
fails  and  pendants  ;  and  forty  perfons  fat  down  to  a  fuperb  and  elegant  repaft.  After 
drinking  the  healths  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family,  each  health  accompanied  with  a 
falute  of  fifteen  guns.  Admiral  Molcke  gave,  in  compliment  to  Mr.  Elliott,  the  Englifh 
envoy,  who  was  prefent.  The  navy  of  England  ;  and  Mr.  Elliott  in  return  gave.  The 
navy  of  Denmark. 

Several  Danifh  fongs  were  fung  to  the  accompaniment  of  violins  and  tambours  de 
bafque,  which  had  a  pleafing  effedf.  Thefe  fongs  related  to  naval  engagements,  and  to 
the  honour  of  the  Danifti  marine ;  the  chorus  was  repeated  by  the  company,  and  re- 
echoed by  the  whole  {hip's  crew.     Books  containing  the  words  were  handed  round, 

*  Piis  manibusjoh.  Hartvici  Ernetti,  Coniitis  de  BernftortT,  qui  arva  di'fcieta  immun'a  hereditaria  lar- 
gicndo  induftriam  opes  omnia  impertit  in  exeniplum  pofteritati  1767.  P.  S.  S.  grati  coloni  1783. 

f  Since  my  departure  from  Copenhagen,  the  example  fet  by  Count  Bernftorff  ha5  been  followed  by  tiie 
crewB.  "  The  bonds  of  fervitude,"  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  intelligent  Dane,  "  are  now  rtla.ved,  and  bond 
fervice  is  limited  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  " — The  pleafing  refult  is  vifible  in  almoft  every  place  you  fee 
and  in  every  countenance  you  meel."     Bygge's  Travels  in  the  French  Republic,  Tranflatioii  p.  27. 
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with  the  Danifli  on  one  fide,  and  the  Engllfli  on  the  other.  One  fong  recorded  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  Admiral  Hiiitficid,  who,  in  an  engagement  with  the  Swedifh  fleet, 
-feading  liis  own  fliip  on  fire,  grappled  with  two  of  the  en'^my's  men  of  war,  and  blew 
them  up  with  his  own  (hip.  Another  fong  in  honour  of  their  favourite  hero  Chridian 
the  Fourth,  is  as  popular  in  Denmark  as  "  Rule,  Britannia,"  in  England.  I  recoUeG; 
the  following  lines  of  a  doggrcl  tranflation  in  the  beginning  of  the  long  : 

V 

King  Chriftian  ftood  high  near  the  tnaft. 

In  clouds  of  fmoke  : 
His  (liining  i\void  was  working  fad. 
Cleft  brains  and  hehiiets  firft  and  laft. 
Then  funk  cich  Gothic  hulk  and  mall, 

In  clouds  of  fmoke,  &c. 

In  vifiting  the  citadel,  I  enquired  for  the  cells  in  which  Struenfee  and  Brandt  were 
confined.  The  dungeon  which  ferved  as  a  prifon  for  Struenfee  is  on  the  ground-floor, 
fourteen  feet  long  and  twelve  broad.  The  barrack  bedftead  on  which  he  lay  is  ftill 
there,  and  the  chain  to  which  he  was  faflened  riveted  to  the  wall.  During  his  confine- 
ment he  was  treated  with  the  greateft  inhumanity,  and  frequently  deprived  of  conv 
mon  necelTaries ;  he  was  chained  fo  clofely  to  the  wall  as  fcarcely  to  be  able  to  turn 
himfclf ;  and  occafionally  threatened  with  the  torture,  if  he  would  not  confefs  what 
his  enemies  didated. 

I  viuted  likewife  the  fpot  where  Struenfee  and  Brandt  were  executed,  on  the  28th 
of  March  1772.  The  fcafFold  was  confl:rufted  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  near  the  caft 
gate  of  the  town ;  and  they  were  conduced  to  the  fpot  in  two  feparate  carriages, 
through  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people.  They  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution  at 
eleven.  Brandt  firft  alighted,  and  mounted  the  fcaftbld  with  a  flow  ftep  and  undaunted 
mien  ;  heard  his  fentence  read,  and  faw  his  coat  of  arms  torn,  without  expreffing  the 
leaft  emotion  ;  he  then  prayed  for  a  few  minutes,  and  fpoke  a  few  words  to  the  peo- 
pie.  When  the  executioner  approached  to  aflifl  him,  he  faid  to  him  with  firmnefs, 
yet  not  without  mildnefs,  "Stand  off,  and  do,not  prefutne  to  touch  me."  Without  any 
afllflance  he  pulled  ofi'his  pelifl^e,  and  prepared  for  his  fate.  He  fird  flretched  out  his 
hand,  and  bade  the  executioner  do  his  duty,  without  fhrinking  from  the  blow,  it  was 
flruck  off,  and  his  head  fevered  from  his  body  almoft  in  the  fame  inflant.  His  body 
was  then  quartered. 

During  this  dreadful  fcene  Struenfee  remained  at  the  bottom  of  the  fcaffold,  anxiouf- 
ly  expefting  and  dreading  his  own  fate.  His  whole  frame  trembled  when  Brandt's 
blood  guflied  from  the  fcaffold  ;  and  he  was  fo  agitated,  that  he  could  not  walk  up  the 
fteps  without  help.  He  faid  nothing,  and  permitted  the  executioner  to  aflift  him  ia 
taking  off"  his  cloak.  Infiead  of  imitating  the  courage  and  ferenity  of  his  fellow  fuf- 
ferer,  he  ftarted  up  fever;\l  times  from  the  block,  before  he  gave  the  fignal,  drew  back 
his  hand,  was  fhockingly  maimed  before  it  was  cut  off,  and  was  at  lait  held  down  by 
force  while  the  executioner  beheaded  him. 

The  environs  of  Copenhagen  are  exceedingly  beautiful.  The  country  is  gently  un- 
dulating,  produces  much  corn  and  paflure,  and  is  finally  interfperfed  with  finall  foreits 
of  beech  and  oak.  The  fea  views  are  enchanting,  and  the  villas  and  country  feats  de- 
lightfully fituated  on  the  fhores  of  the  Sound. 

The  royal  park,  about  four  miles  from  the  capital,  is  perhaps  the  fmcft  fpot  for  the 
natural  beauty  of  the  gently  waving  furface,  and  richaefs  of  the  wood  j  and  proves, 

that 
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that  the  nobles  might  lay  out  their  grounds  equal  to  ours  in  England,   If  they  would 
truft  more  to  nature  and  lefs  to  art. 

In  the  midft  of  the  park  St.  Helen's  fprinj^  is  a  favourite  fpot,  to  which  the  nobility* 
and  gentry,  and  the  lower  clafs  of  people  refort,  in  July,  as  to  a  kind  of  fair.  Many 
tents  and  booths  are  erefted  for  the  reception  of  the  company  ;  fometim.es  the  royal 
family  make  their  appearance  ;  and  the  common  people  efleem  tfiemfelves  very  un- 
fortunate, if  they  do  not  tafte  the  waters  of  the  fpring  every  year.  Tlie  weather  being 
fine,  and  the  feafon  delightful,  we  roved  with  pleafure  about  the  woods,  enjoying  the 
beauties  of  unadulterated  nature,  and  walked  to  the  hermitage,  a  building  Handing  in  the 
mofl  elevated  part,  and  commanding  an  extcnfive  view  over  the  Baltic,  the  ifle  of  Huen, 
and  the  coalt  of  Sweden. 

Chap.  W.-^Antkni  form  of  Govenunent  in  Denmark. — Revolution  of  1660. — Change 
of  the  Conjlitutionfi'om  an  elecied  atid  limited,  to  an  hereditary  atid  abfoluts  Monarchy. 

UNTIL  the  middle  of  the  lad  century  the  crown  of  Denmark  was  eleflive.  The 
fupreme  legiflative  authority  refided  in  the  three  eftatesof  the  realm,  the  nobles,  clergy, 
and  commons,  aifembled  in  a  diet  by  means  of  reprefentatives  ;  the  executive  power 
was  veiled  in  the  King,  and  fenate,  compofed  of  the  principal  nobles.  The  King  was 
little  more  than  prefident  of  the  fenate,  and  commander  ot  the  army  ;  the  regal  pre- 
rogative being  circumfcribed  by  a  capitulation,  or  charter  of  privileges,  ratified  by  the 
fovereign  at  his  acceffion.  Although  the  crown  was  always  continued  in  the  fame  fa- 
mily, and  uniformly  conferred  on  the  eldeif  fon  ;  yet  the  new  prince  was  conftrained  to 
purchafe  his  fucceffion  to  the  throne  by  farther  immunities. 

Such  was  the  (fate  of  affairs  until  thefingular  revolution  of  1660  eftabliPaed,  almofi: 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  fovereign,  an   hereditary  and  abfoiute  monarchy  :  ex- 
hibiting an  inftance,  which  Hands  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  hiftory,  of  a  people,  who' 
fpontaneoufly  renounced  their  freedom,  and  invefted  their  limited  governor  with  un- 
bounded authority. 

Frederic  III.  who,  on  the  death  of  his  father  Chriftian  IV.  afcended  the  throne  by 
the  free  eleftion  of  the  Rates,  figned  a  charter  of  rights,  confiding  of  fifty-four  articles  ; 
among  which  feveral  new  privileges  were  confirmed  to  the  fenate,  whereby  they  were 
enabled  to  engrofs  the  whole  adminiftration  of  affairs.  Frederic  poffeffed  in  the  ordi- 
nary occurrences  of  life  a  mild  and  equitable  temper  of  mind,  and  was  apparently  in- 
different to  ambition  or  glory.  If  his  dominions  had  not  been  invaded  by  a  powerful 
rival,  he  would  have  fcarcely  been  noticed  by  his  contemporaries.  But  as,  during  his 
reign,  the  very  being  of  Denmark,  as  a  kingdom,  was  at  flake,  and  he  was  called  to 
aftion  by  the  mofl:  imminent  danger  which  a  fovereign  could  experience,  he  fuddenly 
furmounted  his  natural  apathy :  his  mind  acquired  unufual  vigour ;  and  he  exhibited 
proofs  of  courage,  prudence,  and  perfeverance,  not  inferior  to  the  mofl:  confummate 
heroes  of  his  time.  Thefe  circumftances  placed  his  charader  in  an  exalted  point  of 
view  ;  while  his  gentlenefs  and  moderation  prevented  the  umbrage  which  is  apt  to  be 
conceived  by  a  free  people  againfl:  their  fovereign.  Thus,  from  being  thought  incapa- 
ble of  interefted  defigns,  and  yet  equal  to  the  talk  of  carrying  the  mofl  adventurous  into 
execution,  he  became,  from  the  accidental  fituation  of  his  affairs,  the  inllrument  of 
accomplifhing  an  important  revolution,  which  totally  changed  the  form  of  the  Danifh 
eovernment. 

When 
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When  Charles  Guflavus,  King  of  Sweden,  broke  the  treaty  of  Rofkild,  which  he 
had  figned,  and  in  165^}  appeared  fuddenly  before  Copenhagen  at  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful  army,  he  efteemed  hinifelf  fecure  of  fuccefs,  and  made  a  prefent  of  Zealand  to 
Admiral  Wrangel.  He  even  publicly  bcafted  that  he  would  re- unite  the  three  crowns 
of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Norway,  and  would  then,  like  another  Alaric,  march  inta 
Italy,  at  the  head  of  the  Gothic  nations.  The  internal  weaknefs  and  civil  commotions 
of  Denmark  feemed  almofl:  to  judify  thefe  vaunts  :  the  fate  of  the  whole  kingdom  de- 
pended on  the  fafety  of  Copenhagen  ;  and  yet,  fuch  was  the  deplorable  condition  of 
the  capital,  that  Frederic  was  advifed  to  retire  from  a  place  which  feemed  untenable, 
and  to  efcapc  either  to  Holland  or  Norway,  The  fortifications  had  been  long  ne- 
glecled ;  it  contained  a  garrifon  of  only  a  thoufand  regular  troops  ;  had  not  fufficient 
provifions  to  fland  a  fiege ;  almoft  dcftitute  of  every  means  of  refiftance,  and  crouded 
with  inhabitants  and  fugitives. 

But  Frederic,  roufed  by  this  dangerous  crifis  of  affairs,  difcovered  at  once  the  mod 
undaunted  courage  ;  he  declared  liis  refolution  of  defending  his  capital  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, and  of  burying  himfelf  under  its  ruins.  His  conduft  during  the  fiege  an- 
fwered  thefe  profeffions  ;  he  gave  his  orders  with  calmnefs  and  intrepidity  ;  he  was 
foreraofl;  in  all  places  of  danger,  and  among  the  laft  who  retreated. 

His  zeal  was  feconded  by  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  his  queen,  Sophia  Amelia,  Princefs- 
of  Brunfwick  Lunenburgh  *,  who,  during  the  whole  conteft,  was  indefatigable  in  ani- 
mating the  befieged  :  fhe  partook  of  their  fatigues,  rode  night  and  day  round  the  ram- 
parts, and  obferved  every  occurrence  with  the  vigilance  of  a  centinel,  and  the  coolnefs 
of  a  veteran.  The  prefence  and  activity  of  both  fovereigns,  gave  frefh  vigour  to  the 
garrifon  and  citizens  -of  Copenhagen :  they  braved  every  danger,  and  even  bound 
themlelves,  by  an  oath,  to  perifli,  rather  than  to  furrender.  Their  zeal  was  ftill  fur- 
ther excited  by  the  policy  of  Frederic,  who  extorted  from  the  nobles  an  increafe  of  the 
immunities  of  the  citizens,  and  pafTed  an  edift,  figned  by  himfelf  and  the  principal  fe- 
nators,  permitting  them  to  polTefs  lands,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  nobility.  Thus  ani- 
mated  and  encouraged,  the  burghers  formed  themfelves  into  companies,  and  vied  with 
the  regular  foldiers  in  fubmitting  to  the  rigour  of  military  difcipline.  In  a  word,  by  their 
invincible  fpirit,  Copenhagen  held  out  from  the  8th  of  Auguft  1658,  to  the  conclufiou 
of  the  peace,  on  the  27th  of  May  1660,  when  the  Sweuifli  army  evacuated  Zealand. 

The  imminent  danger  which  had  threatened  the  ruin  of  Denmark  no  fooner  fubfided, 
than  Frederic-relapfed  into  his  conditutional  indolence  ;  and  feems,  (if  we  may  judge 
from  the  moft  authentic  accounts)  to  have  had  bat  a  fmall  fhare  in  the  fubfequent  re- 
volution. It  appears"  indeed  to  have  been  as  cafual  as  it  was  fudden  :  the  effect  only 
of  the  imperious  cendufl:  of  the  nobles,  of  the  jealoufies  and  refentment  of  the  other  or- 
ders, and  of  the  high  opinion  which  the  people  conceived  of  their  king,  to  whom  they 
julliy  attributed  the  prefervatioh  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  ;  while- 
they  imputed  to  the  faftions  of  the  nobles  the  evils  which  they  had  lately  experienced. 

On  the  fignature  of  the  peace  a  diet  was  fummoned  at  Copenhagen,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  tlie  kingdom,  exhaulted  with  debts,  and  dcfolated  by  the  mife- 
ries  of  war. 

This  diet,  the  laft  ever  convened  in  Denm.ark,  atTemblcd  at  Copenhagen  on  the  8th 
of  September  1660.  The  nobles,  iuftead  of  endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  other  or- 
ders by  a  moderate  conduft,  increafed  the  public  difcontents  by  the  moft  arrogant  be- 
haviour.     The  deputies  of  the  clergy  and  commons  united  againft  them  ;  and  the 

*  Memoires  de  Terloiij  p.  333. 
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citizens  of  Copenhigcn  (who,  having  acquired  great  credit  by  the  glorious  defence  of 
the  capital,  formed  a  confiderable  party)  were  highly  difgufled  at  their  remonftrance 
againft  the  immunities  granted  by  the  King  during  the  fiege.  In  this  temper  of  parties, 
when  the  neceflary  fupplies  were  brought  forward,  the  nobles  propofed  an  excife  on  all 
articles  of  confumption,  and  expreffed  themfelves  willing  to  fubmit  to  it,  though  their 
order  was  by  law  exempted  from  all  taxes:  they  accompanied  this  offer  with  a  remon-'^ 
fli-ance  to  the  King,  in  which  they  endeavoured,  not  only  to  reclaim  many  obfolete  pri- 
vileges, but  to  gain  frefli  immunities,  and  introduce  many  other  regulations,  which 
tentled  to  diminilli  the  royal  prerogative,  and  check  the  rifing  influence  of  the  commons 
and  clergy. 

The  propofal  of  fuch  a  tax,  and  this  imprudent  remonflrance,  excited  great  heats  in 
the  diet ;  the  clergy  and  commons  contended  that  the  oifer  was  infidious,  as  the  nobles 
would  only  pay  the  excife  during  their  continuance  in  the  towns,  but  refufe  to  fubmit  to 
it  while  they  refided  on  their  eftates.  On- this  ground  they  objefted  to  the  tax  on  any 
other  condition,  but  that  of  being  levied  equally  on  all  ranks  without  referve  or  rellric- 
tion.  The  nobles  not  only  perfifled  in  the  plea  of  exemption,  but  even  refufed  to  be 
fubjeiEt  to  it  for  more  than  three  years,  under  pretence  that  every  impoft  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  privileges.  Being,  however,  intimidated  by  the  decifive  refufal  of  the 
other  deputies,  they  fliifted  their  ground,  propofed  new  duties  on  ftamped  paper  and 
leather,  and  offered,  inftead  of  the  excife  on  confumption,  to  pay  a  poll-tax  for  their 
peafants.  The  clergy  and  commons  at  firft  approved  thefe  additional  imports ;  but  af- 
terwards retraced,  under  pi-etence  that  they  would  not  produce  a  fum  adequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  certain  from  what  caufe  this  alteration  of  their  fen- 
timents  was  derived  *  ;  whether  the  taxes  would  really  have  been  inadequate,  or  were 
to  be  granted  for  too  fliort  a  time  ;  or  whether,  urged  by  other  motives,  they  were  fe- 
cretly  defirous  of  obtaining  more  effential  and  durable  advantages  over  the  nobles. 
Probably  all  thefe  motives  operated  on  different  perfons  ;  the  latter  efpecially  feeuis  to 
have  had  great  influence ;  becaufe,  in  lieu  of  the  above-mentioned  duties,  the  deputies 
propofed  that  the  royal  fiefs  and  domains,  which  the  nobles  exclufively  pofl'effed  at  a 
moderate  rent,  fhould  be  farmed  to  the  higheft  bidders.  This  propofal  irritated  the  no- 
bles who  juflly  deemed  it  an  infraftion  of  their  deareft  privileges;  as,  by  the  forty- 
fixth  article  of  the  coronation  oath  taken  by  Frederic,  the  poffeffion  of  the  royal  fiefs 
was  guaranteed  to  their  order.  In  the  heat  of  the  conteft  on  this  article,  one  of  the 
chief  fenators  imprudently  threw  out  reproachful  expreflions  againft  the  Commons, 
which  raifed  a  general  ferment  in  the  affembly  ;  and  the  deputies  of  the  clergy  and  com- 
mons broke  up  the  meeting. 

In  this  flruggle  the  friends  of  the  court  began  to  interpofe.  It  was  eafily  feen,  that 
the  deputies,  difgufled  with  the  nobles,  would  eagerly  embrace  that  occafioa  of  hum- 
bling the  whole  order ;  and  no  way  feemcd  more  likely  to  infure  fuccefs  than  by  render- 
ing the  crown  hereditary,  and  exalting  the  regal  prerogative  on  the  ruin  of  the  nobility. 
They  never  could  expedl  that  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  fhould  again  occur ;  the  diet 
was  afl'embled  in  a  fortified  town,  the  citizens  were  ftill  in  arms,  and  all  of  them,  as  well 
as  the  garrifon,  devoted  to  the  King. 

It  is  I'carcely  poflibleto  trace,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  all  the  fecret  fprings  which  ac- 
tuated the  deputies  on  this  extraordinary  occafion.  It  only  appears,  from  good  autho- 
rity,  that  the  two  perfons  who  had  the  principal  fhai-e  in  the  revolution  were  the  crea- 
tures of  the  court,  and  had,  before  the  meeting  of  the  diet,  concerted  a  plan  of  hum- 

•  Mallet,  p.  4^7. 
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■bling  the  nobility,  tvith  a  confidential  fervant*  of  the  crown :  thcfe  perfons  were  Svane, 
bifliop  of  Zealand  and  prefident  of  the  order  of  the  clergy,  and  Nanfen,  Burgomafter 
of  Copenhagen  and  Speaker  of  the  Commons.  AVe  have  no  reafon,  however,  to  con- 
clude, that  they  intended  to  proceed  further  than  to  humble  the  ariftocratical  party,  and 
make  fome  necefiary  changes  in  the  conftitution ;  but  the  obftinacy  of  the  nobles  en- 
larged their  views,  and  induced  the  deputies  not  only  to  render  the  crown  hereditary, 
but  to  veil  the  whole  power  in  the  hands  of  the  King. 

While  the  defign  was  in  agitation,  Frederic  felt,  or  affefted  to  feel,  an  almoft  total 
indifterence  to  the  event ;  and  though  he  exprefl'ed  himfclf  inclined  to  accept  the  offer 
of  hereditary  fucceflion,  if  obtained  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the  eRates,  yet  he 
refufed  to  take  any  aftive  part  in  the  whole  proceeding.  The  Oueen  endeavoured  tc» 
roufe  him  from  this  fuplncnefs ;  but  her  influence,  which  was  never  before  exerted  in 
vain,  proved  now  ineffectual :  being  not  inclined,  however,  to  follow  his  example,  flie 
caballed  with  the  leaders  of  the  clergy  and  commons,  and  difplayed  that  fpirit  of  intrigue 
and  daring  enterprize  which  had  fo  long  marked  her  charader,  in  contraft  with  the 
mild  and  paffive  acquiefcence  of  the  King. 

On  the  fecelTion  of  the  deputies,  which  the  obftinacy  of  the  nobles  had  provoked,  the 
hint  of  rendering  the  crown  hereditary  was  fuggefted  by  the  bifhop  of  Zealand  ;  and  fe- 
veral  partisans  being  gained,  a  numerous  meeting  was  held  at  his  palace  on  the  6th  of 
October,  in  which  the  fcheme  was  laid  open  and  approved.  An  aft  for  declaring  the 
crown  hereditary  was  drawn  up ;  and  the  mode  of  proceeding  was  concerted  between 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  and  Gabel,  the  favourite  of  the  King,  who  held  a  feparate  con- 
ference with  the  bifliop  and  Nanfen  that  afternoon.  During  the  whole  night  and  the 
following  day,  repeated  mefTages  pafTed  between  fome  of  the  deputies  and  the  emiflaries 
of  the  Queen. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  October  f,  the  bifliop  of  Zealand,  having  obtained  the 
confent  and  fignature  of  the  ecclefiaflical  deputies  to  the  declaration  of  hereditary  fuc- 
cefTion,  deHvered  it  to  Nanfen.  The  latter,  in  a  moft  perfuafive  fpeech,  expatiated  on 
the  wretched  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  oppreOive  power  of  the  nobles,  and  virtues  of  the 
the  King,  and  concluded  with  exhorting  the  Commons  to  fubfcribe  the  a.Q.  as  the  only 
means  of  faving  their  country.  Having  firft  figned  it  himfelf,  his  example  was  followed 
by  each  deputy  without  one  difTenting  voice. 

During  thefe  intrigues  the  nobles  remained  in  full  fecurity,  and  without  the  leafl:  fuf- 
picion ;  as  the  Commons  had,  the  fame  day  in  which  they  figned  the  declaration,  de- 
bated on  the  taxes,  and  drawn  up  a  renionftrance  againfl  the  nobles,  without  alluding  to 
the  fecret  tranfaftion.  On  the  9th  this  remonflrance  was  prefented  to  Frederic  in  form 
by  the  bilhop  and  Nanfen  ;  and  the  Commons,  on  returning  from  the  palace,  had  a  vio- 
lent altercation  with  the  fame  chief  fenator  who  had  before  offended  them,  and  who 
then  threatened  them  with  iniprifonment  for  prefuming  to  approach  the  King  without  ac- 
quainting the  order  of  nobles  ;  a  threat  which  ferved  only  to  ftrengthen  their  refolution. 

Rumours  of  the  projed;  had  by  this  time  reached  the  nobles  ;  but  they  had  fcarcely 
aflenibled  to  confider  the  mofl  efficacious  methods  of  defeating  it  J,  before  the  deputies 
of  the  clergy  and  burghers  entered  the  hall.  Having  taken  their  feats,  Nanfen,  after  a 
Ihort  fpeech,  delivered  to  them  the  declaration  for  rendering  the  crown  hereditary  in 

*   Molefworlh  fays,  witli  Hannibal  Seliefled,  and  Holberg,  with  Gabel  tlie  King's  favoinite,      Proba- 
blY  they  were  both  in  the  riglit,  as  it  is  eafy  to  luppolc  tiiatboth  were  confulcea  on  tlie  occation. 
■f  Holberg,  iii.  p.  479. 
j  Probably  on  the  10th  of  OAobcr,   as  Mallet  conjedurcs. 
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the  family  of  the  King.  The  nobles  were  thrown  into  general  condernation  by  fo  fud- 
den  and  decifive  a  communication.  Conceiving  it,  however,  imprudent  to  negative  the 
propofal,  they  endeavoured  to  gain  time ;  and  replied  accordingly,  that  declaration ; 
yet  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence  deferved  the  mod  mature  difcuflion.  Nanfen,  per- 
ceiving the  drift  of  this  delay,  anfwered,  they  came  not  to  deliberate  but  to  acl ;  they 
had  already  taken  their  refolution  ;  they  would  lofe  no  time  in  debate ;  if  the  nobles 
refufed  to  concur,  they  would  themfelves  repair  to  the  palace,  not  doubting  that  the 
King  would  gracioufly  accept  their  proffered  declaration.  During  thefe  proceedings, 
the  nobles  fecretly  difpatched  a  meffage  to  the  King,  that  they  were  willing  to  render 
the  crown  hereditary  in  the  male  line  of  his  iflue,  provided  it  was  done  with  the  accuf- 
tomed  formalities ;  a  propofal  his  majefly  rejeded  as  a  circumftance  not  defirable,  un- 
lefs  the  right  of  fucceffion  was  extended  to  the  females  alfo.  He  added,  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  moderation,  that  he  by  no  means  wiihed  to  prefcribe  rules  for  their  con- 
duct; they  were  to  follow  the  diftates  of  their  own  judgment ;  as  for  his  part,  he  would 
owe  every  thing  to  their  free  confent,  but  could  not  accept  the  offer  with  the  limitation 
propofed. 

The  nobles,  who  waited  with  anxiety  for  the  retui-n  of  the  mefTenger,  kept  the  bufi- 
nefs  in  fufpenfe  by  declining  their  direft  alTent  to  the  declaration,  and  propofmg  a  fur- 
ther confideration  of  the  fubject.  The  other  deputies  then  quitted  theaifembly,  and  re- 
paired in  folemn  proceflion  to  the  court ;  leaving  the  nobles  in  a  ftate  of  irrefolution  and 
diftradion. 

The  deputies  being  admitted,  the  bifhop  of  Zealand  addreffed  the  King  on  the  refolu- 
tion taken  by  the  clergy  and  commons;  offering,  in  their  name,  to  render  the  crown 
hereditary,  and  invert  him  with  abfolute  authority  ;  adding,  they  were  ready  to  facrifice 
their  lives  in  defence  of  an  eflrablifliment  fo  falutary  to  their  country.  Frederic,  in  re- 
ply, thanked  them  for  their  favoui-able  intentions ;  but  mentioned  the  approbation  of 
the  nobles  as  a  neceffary  condition,  though  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  concurrence  when 
they  fhould  have  had  time  to  accompany  the  declaration  with  the  neceffary  formalities : 
he  affured  them  of  his  proteftion,  promifed  a  redrefs  of  all  grievances,  and  difmiffed 
them  with  an  exhortation  to  continue  their  fittings,  until  they  fliould  have  brought 
their  defign  to  perfection,  and  he  could  receive  their  voluntary  fubmilTion  with  due  fo- 
lemnity. 

The  reader  will  obferve,  with  much  furprize,  that  in  all  the  public  occurrences  be- 
fore this  audience,  the  only  affair  apparently  in  agitation,  was  to  change  the  form  of  go- 
vernment from  an  eleftive  to  an  hereditary  monarchy;  no  mention  was  made  of  en- 
larging the  powers  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  flill  more  extraordinary  fcheme  of  rendering 
the  King  abfolute.  It  is  probable,  if  the  nobles  had  immediately  confented  to  the  declara- 
tion, that  this  ceffion  might  not  have  taken  place.  Was  there  no  medium  between  here- 
ditary right  and  arbitrary  power  ?  Or  can  we  fuppofe  that,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
Danifli  law,  arbitrary  power  was  neceffarily  implied  in  hereditary  right  ?  Something  like 
this  was  probably  the  cafe ;  as  it  is  hardly  poilible  to  conceive  that,  when  the  deputies 
of  the-commons  and  clergy  had  voted  only  for  the  declaration,  the  bifhop,  of  his  own 
accord,  fhould  add  the  gift  of  unlimited  authority.  It  often  happens,  that  people  are 
more  affefted  by  appearances  than  realities.  The  bare  mention  of  arbitrary  power 
would  have  revolted  the  deputies ;  while  the  fubftance,  being  included  in  the  popular 
exprcffion  of  hereditary  right,  was  paffed  without  referve. 

On  the  abrppt  departure  of  the  deputies,  the  nobles  could  not  agree  what  plan  to 
purfue  in  this  alarming  crifis.    They  were  not,  indeed,  unanimous  in  their  motives  of 

oppofition. 
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oppofition,  being  divided  into  three  principal  parties  *  :  the  firfl  confided  of  thofe  who 
were  devoted  to  the  court,  and  favoured  the  declaration  of  the  Commons  ;  the  fecond, 
of  thofe  who  were  confcious  that  fome  change  in  the  conftitution  was  requifite,  but  un- 
certain how  far  to  proceed  ;  the  third,  the  mofl  confiderable in  number,  was  compofed 
of  thofe  who  were  determined  to  affert  their  own  privileges  to  the  laft  extremity,  and 
ftrenuoully  oppofe  the  leaft  alteration.  It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  they  came  to 
no  refolution,  but  poftponed  their  final  determination  to  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon. 
While  they  were  thus  wavering,  the  court  and  the  popular  party  took  the  neceffary  pre- 
cautions to  force  them  to  a  concurrence.  It  was  feared  that  the  enterprise  might  fail 
of  fuccefs,  fhould  the  nobles  quit  Copenhagen  and  break  up  the  diet,  on  the  jufl  pre- 
tence that  it  was  held  in  a  fortified  town,  under  awe  of  a  garrifon  devoted  to  the  court. 
Indeed,  feveral  had  already  made  their  efcape,and  others  feemed  inclined  to  follow  their 
example.  In  confequence  of  thefe  apprehenfions,  the  King  iffued  orders  to  fhut  the 
gates ;  and  this  fpirited  meafure  had  fuch  an  inftant  effeft  on  the  nobles,  that,  abandon- 
ing all  further  refinance,  they  difpatched  deputies  to  the  court,  announcing  their  willing- 
nefs  to  concur  with  the  Commons  f. 

Accordingly,  on  the  16th  of  Oftober,  the  eftates  annulled,  in  the  mofl:  folcmn  man- 

,  ner,  the  capitulation  or  charter  figned  by  the  King  at  his  acceflion,  abfolved  him  from 
his  engagements,  and  cancelled  all  the  limitations  impofed  on  his  fovereignty.  The 
whole  was  finally  clofed  by  the  public  ceremony  of  doing  homage  and  taking  the  new 
oath,  which  was  performed  on  the  i8th.  On  that  day  feveral  fcaffolds  were  erefted 
before  the  palace,  adorned  with  fcarlet  cloth  and  tapeftry,  and  furniflied  with  rows  of 
benches ;  on  an  elevated  platform  were  placed  two  chairs  of  ftate,  under  a  canopy  of 
velvet,  for  the  King  and  Oueen  ;  thefe  fcafiblds  communicated  with  the  palace  by  an 
open  gallery.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  citizens  of  Copenhagen,  forming  twelve  com- 
panies, were  drawn  up  on  each  fide  of  the  gallery  ;  the  garrifon  furrounded  the  plat- 
form, and  the  avenues  leading  to  it ;  while  the  regiment  of  guards  fecured  the  rear. 

-  At  mid-day  the  King  and  Queen,  attended  by  the  royal  family,  preceded  by  the  nobles, 
and  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  fl:ate,  repaired  in  folemn  proceffion,  amid  drums 
and  trumpets,  to  the  platform  ;  and  when  tihe  nobles,  the  deputies  of  the  clergy  and 
commons,  had  taken  their  places,  the  chancellor  proclaimed  |  : 

"  Since  it  has  pleafed  the  Almighty,  by  the  unanimous  and  voluntary  refolution  of 
the  ftates,  that  this  kingdom  fliould  be  rendered  hereditarv  in  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty 
our  Lord  the  King,  and  of  his  pollerity  male  and  female  ;  his  Majefiiy,  after  thanking 
the  fl:ates  for  this  proof  of  their  affedion  and  zeal,  not  only  promifes  to  all  his  good 
and  faithful  fubjefl:,  to  govern  them  as  a  chrifl^ian  and  merciful  prince  ought  to  do,  but 
alfo  to  efl:ablifh  a  form  of  government,  under  which  they  fliall  be  fecure  of  enjoying  the 
fame  advantages  under  his  fucceffors;  and  as  this  unanimous  refolution  of  the  ftates 
requires  a  new  oath  of  allegiance,  his  Majefty  difcharges  the  ftates  from  all  thofe  oaths 
which  they  had  formerly  taken,  affuring  each  perfon  in  particular  of  his  royal  favour 
and  protedlion."  After  which  all  perfons  who  were  prefent  took  the  new  oath  of  al- 
legiance. 

The  revolution  being  thusaccompliftied,  a  new  form  of  government  was  promulgated, 
under  the  title  of  the  Royal  Law  of  Denmark.  It  confifts  of  forty  articles ;  the  moft- 
remarkable  are  the  following  §  : 

"  The  hereditary  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Norway  fiiall  be  in  efteft,  and  ought  to  be 
efteemed  by  their  i'ubje£ls,  the  only  fupreme  head  on  earth ;  they  fliall  be  above  ail 

•  Holberg-.  •[  Ibid.  %  Mallet.  §  Let'.res  fur  le  Dannemarc.     Mallet. 
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human  laws,  and  iTiall  acknowledge,  in  all  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  affairs,  no  higher 
powei-  than  God  alone.  The  King  fliall  enjoy  the  right  of  making  and  interpreting  the 
laws,' of  abrogating,  adding  to,  and  difpenfing  with  them.  He  may  alfo  annul  all  the 
laws  which  either  he  or  his  predeceffors  {hall  have  made,  excepting  this  royal  law, 
which  mufl:  reinain  irrevocable,  and  be  confidered  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  flate. 
He  has  the  power  of  declaring  war,  making  peace,  impofmg  taxes,  and  levying  contri- 
butions of  all  forts,  &c.  &c. 

Then  follow  the  regulations  for  the  order  of  fucceffion,  the  regency  in  cafe  of  mino- 
rity, for  the  majority  of  the  King,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  royal  family  ;  and,  after 
enumerating  all  the  poffible  prerogatives  of  regal  uncircumfcribed  authority,  as  if  fuffi- 
cient  had  not  yet  been  laid  down,  it  is  added  in  the  twenty-fixth  article :  "  All  that  we 
have  hitherto  faid  of  power  and  eminence,  and  fovereignty,  and  if  there  is  any  thing  fur- 
ther which  has  not  been  exprefsly  fpecified,  fliall  all  be  comprifed  in  the  following  words: 
The  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway  fliall  be  the  hereditary  monarch,  and  endued  with 
the  higheft  authority,  infomuch  that  all  that  can  be  faid  and  written  to  the  advantage 
of  a  chriftian,  hereditary,  and  abfolute  King,  fliall  be  extended  under  the  moft:  favour- 
able interpretation,  to  the  hereditary  King  or  Queen  of  Denmark  and  Norway,"  &c. 
Sec* 

On  reviewing  the  principal  circumftances  which  led  to  this  revolution,  we  cannot  but 
remark,  that  the  nobles  were  the  victims  of  their  own  imprudence  and  obftinacy.  Had 
they  yielded  in  due  time,  they  might  have  fecured  many  of  their  privileges ;  but  not 
complying  until  their  concurrence  was  fcarcely  neceflary,  they  could  not  command  any 
compenfation  for  what  they  could  not  retain,  and  furrendered  with  the  mofl:  evident 
reluftance.  The  deputies  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  towns  were  hurried  away  by  their 
refentment  againft  that  order,  whofe  tyranny  they  had  long  experienced,  and  whofe  fu- 
ture afcendancy  they  dreaded ;  and  they  were  fo  warmly  animated  by  their  admiration 
of  the  King,  that  they  thought  no  facrifice  too  great  which  could  aflure  him  of  their 
confidence,  and  teflify  their  gratitude.  Strange  infatuation !  that  they  fliould  difcover 
no  means  of  humbling  their  oppreflbrs,  and  fecuring  their  own  immunities,  without  the 
ellablifliment  of  an  abfolute  government !  Might  they  not  have  loofened  the  King's 
fliackles  without  tearing  them  off?  The  referve  of  the  legiflative  power,  and  right  of 
taxation  in  the  three  eftates,  would  fuflkiently  have  fecured  the  freedom  of  the  people, 
as  well  ngainfl:  the  encroachments  of  the  crown,  as  againd:  the  infolence  of  a  proud  no- 
bility. But  the  voice  of  reafon  is  feldom  heard  amid  the  tumult  of  public  animofities  and 
the  uproar  of  fadion. 

"  Thus  this  great  affair,"  concludes  Lord  Molefworth,  "  was  finiflied  ;  and  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark,  in  four  days'  time,  changed  from  an  eflate  little  differing  from 
arillocracy,  to  as  abfolute  a  monarchy  as  any  is  at  prefent  in  the  world."  But  thefe  ex- 
preffions  have  been  confidered  as  too  flirong  by  feveral  of  the  native  hiftorians ;  and  an 
Knglifli  author  f,  who  wrote  againft  his  account  of  Denmark  by  defire  of  the  Danifii 
minilter,  has  contradifted  his  conclufion ;  becaufe  Frederic  III.  did  not  abufe  his  power, 
and  becaufe  he  confirmed  the  privileges  of  the  different  orders.  But  furely  when  the 
fovereign,  according  to  the  expreflions  of  the  royal  law,  is  declared  "  independent 
upon  earth,  acknowledging  no  higher  power  than  God ;  when  he  has  an  unlimited 

*  Tlie  reader  will  find  an  abridged  extraft  of  the  feveral  articles  in  Molefworth,  p.  186  ;  and  a  French 
tr.irflation  in  Lettres  fur  le  Danncmarc,  p.  118;  which  tranllation  is  alfo  inferted  in  Mallet's  Hift.  de 
Dannemarc,  vol.  iii.  p   475. 

f  King's  Animadvcrlions  on  a  pretended  Account  of  Denmark,  in  whish  the  author  animadverts  upon 
feveral  naJfreprefentation$  of  Lord  Molefworth. 
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authority  to  make,  alter,  repeal,  and  difpenfe  with  laws  ;  when  he  alone  can  make  peace 
and  declare  war;  form  alliances  and  levy  taxes;  when,  in  a  word,  he  enjoys  all  the 
rights  and  prerogatives  which  an  hereditary,  abfolute,  defpotic  King  can  enjoy ;"  what 
fignify  privileges  which  he  can  annul  at  pleafure  ?  of  what  force  arc  laws  which  he  caa 
repeal  with  a  word  ?  Allowing,  what  is  true,  that  the  Kings  of  Denmark  have  feldom 
abufed  their  authority ;  and  without  pretending  to  deny  that  the  tyranny  of  the  nobles 
had  rifen  to  an  exceffive  height ;  yet  we  furely  may  conclude,  that  it  would  have  been 
happier  for  the  kingdom,  had  the  power  of  the  crown  been  duly  circumfcribed,  while 
the  rights  <  f  the  nobles  were  qualified,  not  abolilhed  ;  and  the  people  continued  fub- 
jefts  of  a  United  monarchy,  not  enflaved  to  arbitrary  dominion. 

Chap.  Ilf. — Remarks  on  the  Population. — Finances.— Army.— Navy. — Church  Eftahlifh. 
,'  ment  in  Denmark. 
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THE  following  table  exhibits  the  population  in  the  Danifh  dominions : 

No.  of  Inhabitants. 

I'Dlocefe  of  Zealand,  including  the  ifles  of  Zealand, 

Moen,  and  Bornholm         ... 

Diocefe  of  Funen,  including    the  ifles  of  Funen, 

-,  Langeland,  Lolland,  and  Falfter 

a   1  Diocefe  of  Aarhuus^  -  -  - 

Ditto  Riber       i  t  .1  „j 

Ditto  Aalborg  ^^"''^'^'^  -  - 

Ditto  Viborg    J  .  -  - 

Ifles  of  Feroe  -  _  -  . 

j^  rDiocefe  of  Agerhuus  ... 

g  J  Ditto         Chriftianfand  ... 

%   J  Ditto         Berghen  ... 

^  V.Ditto         Drontheim  -  -  - 

T    1     J        C  Diocefe  of  Scalholt 
Iceland.      ^^.^^^^         ^^^^^        _ 

Duchy  of  Slefwick  -  - 

Duchy  of  Holftein  belonging  to  the  King 
Duchy  of  Gluckfburgh  -  -  - 

Diftria  of  Kiel  .... 


-a 

283,466 

r3 

143,988 
117,942 

99,923 

80,872 

59,399^ 

>    785,590 

- 

4,754 

215,043"^ 

1 13,024 

130,352 
164,722^ 

>    623,141 

11,9855 

243,605 
134,665 

- 

- 

10,072 

- 

- 

75,000 

Number  of  fouls  in  the  Danifh  dominions 


'1,923,028 


The  revenues  of  Denmark  are  principally  derived  from  the  cufloms,  duties  on  ex- 
ports and  imports,  excife  on  provifions  and  liquors,  poll-tax  tj  tax  on  ranks,  on  places. 


*  Since  this  was  written,  the  population  has  increafed,  and  may  now  be  eflimated  at  two  miUions  three 
hundred  thoufand. 

f  The  poll-tax  takes  place  only  in  Denmark  ;  it  was  at  firft  laid  on  the  inhabitants  of  Morway.but  has 
been  aboliflied,  and  another  impoll  fubftitutcd  in  its  room  ;  the  peafants,  who  are  all  free  in  that  kingdom, 
having  confidered  it  as  a  badge  of  flavery.  The  tcwns  ef  Altona  and  Bornholm  are  alfo  exempted  from  it, 
on  the  payment  of  an  annual  compenfation. 
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penfions,  and  perquifites,  on  marriages*,  land-tax,  excife,  quit-rents  of  the  royal  de- 
mefnes,  licences  of  public-houfes,  privilege  of  diftilling  fpirits,  for  hunting  and  (hooting 
in  the  royal  manors,  leafes  on  farms  and  faw-mills,  profits  of  the  mines,  ftamped  paper, 
duty  on  fnuff,  on  cards,  &c.  &c. 

Revenues. 
Land-tax  .....  ^.T. 800,000 

Sound  duties!  -  -  -  •  -  100,000 

Poll-tax  and  other  taxes  •  -  •    "  -  .  300,000 

Extraordinary  contributions  J  •  -  -  200,000 

;^.  1,409,000 


Expenditure  in  1784. 

Civil  lift                  ...  -  -               ;^.4oo,ooo 

Army                   -                  -                 -  -  r                   400,000 

Navy                    -                  -                   -  -  -                   200,000 

Payment  of  debts     -            -                  .  -  -                   200,000 

Penfions                ...  .  .                  160,000 

Jointure  of  the  Queen-dowager              ...  16,000 

income  of  Prince  Frederice                    -  -  .                      8000 


§;C-i53^4,ooo 


*  The  tax  on  marriages,  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  aboh'ITied  fince  my  departure  from  Denmark  ;  a  tax 
which  no  wife  legidature  would  ever  impofe  ;  and  if  impofed  by  inadvertence,  would  take  the  firft  opportu- 
nity of  repealing,  as  highly  detrimental  to  the  real  interefts  of  the  community.  This  tax  was  as  equitably 
laid  on  in  Denmark  as  fo  injudicious  an  impoft  was  capable  of  being  diftributed,  the  pcafaiits  and  lower  clafs 
of  people  being  exempted. — "  La  portion  la  plus  nombreufe,"  fays  the  author  of  Les  Lettres  fin-  le  Danne- 
marc,  "  et  la  plus  pauvre  de  la  fociete,  les  payfans,  les  matelots,  et  les  foldats,  n'y  font  pas  afl'ujettis :  mais 
fi  le  raariage  doit  ctre  encoutage  par  toutes  les  voics  poflibles,  a.  plus  forte  raifon  mcrite-t-il  d'etre  libre  de 
totite  charge.  Celle  qui  fi  paye  ici  efl.  fi  modique,  qu'elle  ne  forme  pas  un  grand  obftacle  a  la  population." 
p.  165. 

■\  The  importance  of  the  Sound  duties  to  the  government  of  Denmark,  may  be  inferred  from  the  number 
ofveflels  which  pafTed  the  Sound  in  1782: 

Englida  ...  1264  From  Dantzic              ...  ^28 

Danidi  .                  _                 -  1634  Lubec             -             -             -             -  nz 

Swediih  -                 -                  -  212 1  Bremen           -             -             .             .  240 

Ruffian  ...  ij8  Hamburgh                   -             -             .  co 

Dutch  -                   -                  -  16  Roftock           ....  'i^g 

Portuguefe  -                  .-{                  -  38  Venice             ....  3 

Pruffian  ...  1907  A  uftrian  Netherlands                 .            -  505 

8465 

In  iSoo,  nine  thoufand  and  forty-eight  vclTtls entered  the  Sound;  and  in  feme  years  even  twelve  thou- 
fand. 

:}:  Among  the  extraordinary  contributions  is  the  tax  on  honours  and  rank,  laid  in  the  following  propor- 
tion : — Perions  of  the  firft  rank  pay  annually  Bo  rix-dollar,  or  i6l.;  of  the  fecond  14I.;  of  the  third  81.  ; 
fourth  61.  ;  fifth  3I  4s.  ;  fixth  3I. ;  feventh  2I.  8s.  ;  eighth  il.  12s.  ;  and  ninth  il.  4s.  All  the  places  and 
penfions  are  rated  in  the  following  proportion: — Peniions  not  lefs  than  4 00  rlx -dollars,  or  80I.  and  up- 
wards, pay  ten  per  cent.  ;  from  70I.  to  80I.  8  per  cent. ;  from  60I.  to  70I.  7  per  cent  ;  from  50I.  to  60I. 
5  per  cent. ;  from  40I.  to  50I.  4  per  cent.  ;  from  30I.  to  40I.  3  per  cent. ;  and  from  20I.  to  30I.  2  per  cent. 
i  Since  this  was  written,  the  revenue  and  expenditure  have  been  foraewhat  augmented,  and  the  debt  con- 
Aderably  decreafed. 

The 
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The  public  debt  in  17S5  amounted  to  3,600,000!.,  of  which  in  time  of  peace  about 
20Q,oool.  is  annually  liquidated.  Lately,  howevei",  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  owing 
to  the  fubjefls  has  been  made  in  bank-notes.  Although  this  meafure  faves  to  the  na- 
tion the  payment  of  the  interefl  of  four  per  cent  in  money,  yet  it  too  much  promotes 
the  increafe  of  paper  currency.  The  bank-notes  are  not  exchanged  at  Hamburgh, 
except  under  a  difcount  from  1  6  to  20  per  cent.  There  is  but  little  fpecie  in  the  coun- 
try ;  that  collefted  from  the  Sound  duties  being  chiefly  appropriated  to  the  interefl;  of 
the  foreign  debt,  and  the  appointments  of  perfons  employed  in  Holftein  ;  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  filver  mines  at  Kongfberg  fcarcely  exceeds  50,0001.  per  annum. 

The  army  of  Denmark  is  compofed,  i .  of  the  troops  of  Denmark  and  Holfliein  ; 
and,  2.  of  Norway. 

1.  The  forces  of  Denmark  and  Holfl:ein  are  divided  into,  i.  Regulars  ;  2.  National 
or  militia.  Thefe  forces  (the  foot  and  horfe  guards  excepted,  who  are  all  regulars) 
are  not  feparated,  as  in  our  army,  into  diftind;  regiments. 

Before  the  late  augmentation,  every  regiment  of  infantry,  when  complete,  confifl:ed 
of  twenty-fix  officers,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two  privates,  divided  into 
ten  companies  of  fufileers,  and  two  of  grenadiers.  Of  thefe  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-two  privates,  four  hundred  and  eighty,  who  are  chiefly  foreigners  enlifted  in 
Germany,  are  regulars.  The  remaining  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  are 
the  national  militia,  or  peafants,  who  refide  on  the  eftates  of  the  landholders,  each 
efliate  furnifliing  a  certain  number  in  proportion  to  its  value.  Thefe  national  troops 
are  occafionally  exercifed  in  fmall  corps  on  Sundays  and  holidays  ;  and  are  embodied 
once  every  year,  for  about  feventeen  days,  in  their  refpeftive  diftrids.  By  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  men  to  each  company,  a  regiment  of  infantry  was  increafed  to  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  including  officers. 

The  cavalry  is  on  the  fame  footing ;  each  regiment  confiding  of  feventeen  officers, 
including  ferjeants  and  corporals,  five  hundred  and  fixty-five  privates,  divided  into  five 
fquadrons.  Of  thefe  about  two  hundred  and  fixty  are  regular,  and  the  remainder  na- 
tional troops.  The  regiments  of  foot  and  horfe  guards  are  regulars  ;  the  former  is 
compofed  of  twenty-one  officers,  and  four  hundred  and  fixty-five  men,  in  five  compa- 
nies, and  the  latter  of  feven  officers,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  four  men,  in  two  fqua- 
drons. 

2.  The  forces  of  Norway  are  all  national  troops  or  mihtia,  excepting  the  two  regi- 
ments  of  Sudenfield  and  Nodenfield  ;  and  as  the  peafants  are  free,  the  forces  are  le- 
vied in  a  different  manner  from  thofe  of  Denmark.  Norvi'ay  is  divided  into  a  certain 
number  of  difl:ri£ts,  each  of  which  furniflies  a  foldier.  All  the  peafants  are,  at  their 
birth,  regiftered  for  the  militia  ;  and  the  firfl:  on  the  lifl:  fupplies  the  vacancy  for  the 
diHri6t  to  which  he  belongs.  After  ferving  from  ten  to  fourteen  years,  they  are  ad- 
mitted among  the  invalids  ;  and,  when  they  have  attained  the  feniority  of  that  corps, 
receive  their  difmiffion.  Thefe  troops  are  not  continually  under  arms,  but  are  occa- 
fionally exercifed,  like  the  national  forces  of  Denmark.  A  fixed  ftipend  is  afligned  to 
the  officers,  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  officers  in  the  regulars  ;  but  the  common  fol- 
diers  do  not  receive  pay,  except  when  in  adtual  fervice,  or  performing  their  annual  ma- 
noeuvres. 

The  army  is  fiipplied  with  officers  by  the  Academy  of  Land  Cadets,  infliituted  by- 
Frederic  IV.  where  feventy-four  cadets  are  inftrufted  in  the  military  fciences  at  the 
royal  expence.  According  to  a  lift  of  the  Danifh  army  printed  in  the  appendix,  the 
total  number  of  troops  confiflied,  in  1785,  of  fixty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
nine. 

a  JNavy. 
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Navy.  From  then-  infular  fituation,  the  Danes  have  always  excelled  as  a  maritime 
people.  In  the  earlier  ages,  when  piracy  was  an  honourable  profellion,  they  were  a 
race  of  pirates,  and  iffued  from  the  Baltic  to  the  conqueft  of  England  and  Normandy. 
And  though,  fuice  the  improvement  of  navigation  by  the  invention  of  the  compafs, 
other  nations  have  rifen  to  a  greater  degree  of  naval  eminence,  ftill,  however,  the 
Danes,  inhabiting  a  duller  of  iflands,  and  poffelling  a  large  tradl  of  iea-coaft,  are  well 
verfed  in  maritime  afi^iirs,  and  are  the  mod:  numerous,  as  well  as  the  moft  experienced 
failors  of  the  North.  During  my  ftay  at  Copenhagen  I  vifited  the  dock,  and  infpeded, 
with  great  attention,  the  fleet  at  anchor  in  the  harbour. 

The  expence  of  building  the  hulk  of  each  Ihip  amounted  to  200I.  per  gun,  and  to 
I  cool,  when  the  veffel  is  completely  rigged,  and  ready  to  fail,  with  four  months'  pro- 
vifions.  The  greater  part  of  the  oak  is  procured  from  Germany  by  contraft  with  the 
King  of  Pruflia  *.  All  the  cannon,  fnot,  anchors  and  iron-work,  are  call  in  Norway. 
The  Danes  procure  flax,  hemp,  and  maflis  from  Ruflia,  and  pitch  and  tar  from  Sweden  ; 
they  have  manufactories  of  cordage  and  fails,  but  not  fufljicient  for  the  ufe  of  the  fleet : 
the  remainder  is  obtained  from  Ruflia  and  Holland. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Danifli  navy  is  ilationed  in  the  harbour  of  Copenhagen, 
which  lies  within  the  fortiikations  :  the  depth  of  water  being  only  twenty-feet,  the 
fhips  have  not  their  lower  tier  of  guns  on  board,  but  take  them  in  when  they  get  out 
of  port.  Befides  large  magazines,  each  vefl'el  has  a  fcparate  fl:orehoufe  on  the  water's 
edge,  oppofite  to  which  flie  is  moored  when  in  harbour,  and  may  by  this  means  be  in- 
ftantly  equipped.  The  number  of  regiflered  feamen  is  fourteen  thoufand  fix  hundred, 
divided  into  two  clafles  ;  the  fi^rfl:  comprifes  thofe  inhabiting  the  coafl:s,  who  are  allow- 
ed  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  merchant-fliips  trading  to  any  part  of  the  world.  Each 
receives  Ss.  annually  from  the  crown  as  long  as  he  fends  a  certificate  ot  his  being  alive  ; 
but  is  fubjeft  to  recal  in  cafe  of  war.  The  fecond  comprehends  the  fixed  failors,  who 
are  conllautly  in  the  employ  of  the  crown,  and  amount  to  about  four  thoufand,  ranged 
in  four  divifions,  or  forty  companies  :  they  are  fliationed  at  Copenhagen  tor  the  ordinary 
iervice  of  the  navy,  and  work  in  the  dock-yard.  Each,  when  not  at  fea,  receives  1 2s. 
per  month,  befide  a  quantity  of  flour  and  other  provifions  ;  every  two  years  a  complete 
luit  of  clothes,  and  every  year  breeches,  fliockings,  flioes,  and  a  cap.  Some  are  lodged 
in  barracks.  When  they  fail  their  pay  is  augmented  to  20s.  per  month.  The  marine 
artillery  confifts  of  eight  hundred  men,  in  four  divifions. 

hi  1779  the  navy  confided  of  thirty-eight  fliips  of  the  line,  including  nine  of  fifty 
guns  and  one  of  forty-four,  and  twenty  frigates  ;  but  if  we  except  thofe  which  are  con- 
demned, and  thofe  which  are  allotted  only  for  parade,  we  cannot  efl:imate  the  fleet  fo 
high  as  twenty-four  fliips  of  the  line,  and  fifteen  frigates,  fit  for  fervice  :  a  number, 
bowever,  fully  adequate  to  the  fituation  of  Denmark  ;  and,  if  we  include  the  excellence 
of  the  failors,  it  mult  be  efl:eemed  as  complete  a  navy  as  any  in  the  North  f. 

A  Qiip  of  ninety  guns,  with  its  full  complement,  carries  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
-of  feventy  guns  feven  hundred,  of  fixty  four  guns  fix  hundred,  of  fifty  guns  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guns  two  hundred  and  fifty.     Molt  part  of  this 

*   Holftein  produces  oaks,  but  not  a  fufficient  quantity  ;  aud  tliey  are  prtferved  in  cafe  of  extreme  ne- 

cefTity.  .  .  T    j-ff 

f  The  author  of  the  Voyage  de  Deux  Francois,  gives  the  (late  of  tlie  Danifli  navy  in  1791-  It  differs 
little,  as  to  number,  from  the  lift  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume  ;  and  confids  of  one  ihip  of  ninety  guns  ; 
two  of  eighty  :  ten  of  feventy-four  ;  live  of  fev^enty  ;  lix  of  lixty-four;  three  of  llxty  ;  and  three  of  fifty  ; 
befides  five  old  men  of  war,  with  eighteen  frigates  from  forty  two  to  twenty  guns.  Of  this  number 
twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  and  feven  frigates  were  built  fince  1  774. — Voyage  de  Deux  Franjsis,  vol.  i  p.  H4. 
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fleet  Is  generally  moored  at  Copenhagen,  except  four  or  five  fliips  of  the  line  in  the  ports 
of  Norway,  a  frigate  ftationed  off  Elfinore,  another  lying  off  the  ifle  of  Funen,  and  a 
fmaller  veffel  on  the  Elbe,  befide  a  frigate  or  two  which  annually  make  a  cruize. 

In  1779,  the  year  of  the  armed  neutrality,  the  northern  powers  fent  out  different  ar- 
maments; that  of  Denmark,  which  was  fitting  out  in  the  fpring,  confiftedof  ten  fliips  of 
the  line,  four  frigates,  and  two  floops  of  twenty  guns  ;  and  the  expence  of  the  equip- 
ment was  chiefly  I'upplied  by  an  additional  duty  of  one  per  cent,  laid  on  all  imports, 
and  half  per  cent,  on  exports.  For  manning  this  fleet  one  thoufand  fixed  failors  were 
felefted,  three  thoufand  five  hundred  regiftered  from  the  country,  and  one  thoufand 
marines. 

The  chief  nurfery  *  for  naval  ofEcers  is  the  Academy  of  Marine  Cadets,  inllituted  by 
Frederic  IV.  in  1 70 1 .  The  foundation  is  for  fixty  cadets,  who  are  maintained  and  in- 
ftrufted  in  the  theory  of  navigation  at  the  expence  of  the  crown.  Every  year  they 
make  a  cruize  on  board  a  frigate.  Befide  the  original  number,  other  youths  are  ad- 
mitted, under  the  name  of  volunteers,  at  their  own  expence. 

The  eftabliflied  religion  of  Denmark  is  the  Lutheran.  The  hierarchy  confifls  of 
twelve  bifhops,  or  fuperintendants  ;  fix  in  Denmark,  four  in  Norway,  and  two  in  Ice- 
land. There  is  no  archbifliop ;  but  the  bifhop  of  Zealand,  who  is  firfl:  in  rank,  and 
the  bifliop  of  Aggerhuus,  are  metropolitans. 

The  annual  revenues  of  the  fees  are  :  In  Denmark  :  Zealand  loool. ;  Funen  760I. ; 
Aarhuus  600I.  ;  Aalborg  400I.  ;  and  Ripan  400I.  In  Norway :  Chriftiana  or  Ag- 
gerhuus, 400I.  ;  Chriftianfand  600I.  j  Berghen  400I. ;  and  Drontheim  400).  In  Ice- 
land :  Skalholt  150I.  ;  and  Holun  150I,  Thefe  two  lall  biflioprics,  although  far  in- 
ferior in  nominal  value  to  the  former,  are,  if  we  take  into  confideration  the  cheapnefs 
of  living  in  Iceland,  perhaps  equal  in  real  profits  to  the  largefl:  of  the  others. 

The  inferior  clergy  are  provofls  or  archdeacons,  pari{h-priefl:s  and  chaplains.  Each 
diocefe  is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  diftrifts,  of  which  the  provofls  have  the  in- 
fpeftion,  and  each  diftria:  into  parts.  A  large  parifli,  befide  the  principal  church,  has 
one  or  more  chapels  of  eafe.  The  parifli-priefts  receive  their  falaries  principally  in 
glebe,  tithes,  and  furplice  fees,  and  in  fome  places  from  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
the  parifliioners.  The  profits  vary  in  the  different  parts,  according  to  the  cheapnefs  of 
provifions  and  other  incidental  circumfl:ances.  In  Denmark  the  livings  feldom  exceed 
400I.,  or  fall  fliort  of  60I.  per  annum,  Jutland  excepted,  in  which  peninfula  there  are  a 
few  fcarcely  worth  20I.  In  Norway  the  highefl:  may  be  rated  at  200I.,  and  the  loweft 
at  60I.  In  Iceland  fome  parilhes  fcarcely  bring  in  3I.  or  4I.  a  year.  A  clergyman's 
widow  ufually  receives  the  whole  profit  of  her  hufband's  cure  for  the  year  immediately 
following  his  deceafe,  and  a  penfion  from  his  fucceffor,  amounting  to  the  eighth  of  the 
annual  income. 

Chap.  IV. — Univerfity  of  Copenhagen. — Royal  Academy  of  Sciences. — Royal  Society  for 
the  Improvement  of  Northern  Hiflory  and  Languages. — Latin  Schools  in  the  DaniJJ}  Domi- 
nions.—Re/earches  into  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  Icelandic  Literature. — Flora  Danica. 
— Oeder  and  Midler. — Rege?ifufs  on  Shells,  is'c.  tffc. 

COPENHAGEN  contains,  among  other  literary  inflitutions,  an  univerfity,  and  an 
academy  of  fciences.  The  univerfity  was  founded  in  1479,  by  Chriftian  I.  and  has 
been  augmented  and  amply  endowed  by  his  fucceffors  j  amongd  whom  Chriflian  VI. 

*  Lettres  fur  le  Danncmark,  p,  10. 

vol,.  VI.  s  s      '  V  was 
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was  thegreatefi  benefiiclor.  Under  that  monarch  the  univerfity  was  newly  modelled, 
and  feveral  re"-u!ations  eltabliflicd,  which  were  calculated  for  the  encouragement  and  dif- 
fufion  of  learning.  It  has  a  confidcrable  fund  ;  the  profellbrs  have  liberal  falaries,  and 
many  ftudents  are  inftru£ted  gratis. 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  *  owes  its  inftitution  to_  the  zeal  of  fix  literati, 
whom  Chriftian  Vf.  in  1742,  ordered  to  arrange  his  cabinet  of  medals.  Thefe  perfons, 
cccafionally  meeting  for  that  purpofe,  extended  their  defigns  •,  aflbciated  others  who 
were  eminent  in  feveral  branches  of  fcience,  and  forming  a  literary  fociety,  employed 
themfelves  in  examining  and  explaining  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of  their  country. 
The  Count  of  Holftein  warmly  patronifed  the  fociety,  and  at  his  recommendation 
Chrillian  VI.  took  it  under  his  protection,  called  it  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
endowed  it  with  a  fund,  and  ordered  the  members  to  join  to  their  former  purfuits,  na- 
tural hiftory,  phyfics,  and  mathematics.  In  confequence  of  the  royal  favour,  the 
members  eno-ao-ed  with  frelh  zeal  in  their  purfuits  ;  and  the  academy  publiflred  many 
volumes  of  tranfaftions  in  theDanilh  language,  fome  of  which  have  been  tranflated  into 

Latin. 

About  the  fame  period  a  fociety  for  the  improvement  of  northern  hiflory  and  lan- 
guages was  innituted  by  a  few  perfons,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Langebek,  fince 
greatly  diftinguilhed  for  his  hidorical  publications.  Thefe  perfons  contributed  to  a  col- 
ledion  of  manufcripts,  books,  coins,  and  other  literary  curiofities  ;  and  even  advanced 
a  funi  of  money  to  fupport  the  expence  of  the  eftablilliment.  Many  new  members 
being  admitted,  Chriftian  VI.  with  his  ufual  zeal  for  letters,  condituted  it,  in  1746,  a 
Royal  Society,  and  alTigned  an  apartment  in  the  palace  of  Charlottenburgh  for  the  place 
of  meeting.  This  fociety  has  proved  Itfelf  not  unworthy  of  the  royal  proteftion ; 
having  given  to  the  world  fevei-al  publications,  containing  hiflorical  details,  titles,  do- 
cuments,  diplomas,  rare  manufcripts,  and  charts,  which  tend  to  throw  confiderable 
light  on  the  annals  of  Denmark. 

Befide  the  univerfities  of  Copenhagen  and  Kiel,  there  is  an  academy  at  Soroe,  two 
gymnafia  at  Odenfee  and  Altona,  and  a  feminary  for  Laplanders  at  Berghen  in  Nor- 
way. There  are  various  Latin  fchools  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  crown  ;  nine- 
teen  in  Denmark  Proper,  four  in  Norway,  eleven  in  Schlefwick,  fixteen  in  Holftein, 
and  two  in  Iceland.  The  largeft  fchools  have  a  red:or^  or  upper-mafter,  a  corredor,  or 
lower-mailer,  and  two  or  three  collega  fcbola,  or  afliftants  :  the  fmallell  have  only  a 
reftor.  The  falaries  of  the  mailers  vary  from  60I,  to  200I.  a  year.  Each  parilh  i& 
alfo  provided  with  two  or  three  fchools  for  the  Danifli  tongue  :  where  children  are  in- 
flrufted  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  Thefe  country  fchool-mafters  have  in 
general  a  falavy  of  about  1 2I.  per  annum,  a  houfe,  and  a  few  other  advantages. 

I  mufl:  alfo  mention  two  fchools  at  Copenhagen  for  the  children  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  who  are  unable  to  bear  the  expence  of  a  liberal  education  ;  one  for  boys,  and 
the  other  for  females.  The  fchool  for  boys  is  under  the  direftion  of  Profeflbr  Tref- 
chow,  Chaplain  of  the  garrifon-church  at  Copenhagen,  a  gentleman  of  confiderable 
erudition,  who,  confidering  it  as  an  aft  of  charity,  receives  no  recompence  for  his 
trouble.  An  infpeftor  has  6cl.  per  annum.  The  day  fcholars  pay  only  61.  a  year,  and 
the  boarders  20I. :  they  learn  hiftory,  geography,  and  arithmetic,  are  inftrufted  in 

•  Lettres  fur  le  Dannemark,  vol.  ii.  p.  53.  The  Count  of  Holftein  was  the  firft  prefident ;  and  the 
fix  perfons  who  firft  formed  the  defign,  were  John  Gram,  Joachim  Fredeiic  Ramus,  Chriftian  Louis 
Scheid,  Marc  Woldikey,  livic  Poutopidan,  and  Bcrnhard  Moelman.  See  Scripta  a  See.  Haf.  Edita. 
Vol.  i. 
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the  articles  of  religion,  and  have  maflers  for  the  German,  French,  and  Englifli  lan- 
guages. 

In  general  the  Danifli  literati  have  particularly  turned  their  rcfearches  to  the  hiflory 
and  antiquities  of  the  north  ;  on  which  lubjects  many  curious  worlcs  have  been  printed, 
and  more  are  preparing  for  public  infpection.  iimong  thofe  who  have  greatly 
diRinguiflied  themfelves  in  this  branch  of  learning,  muft  be  mentioned  the  names  of 
Meurfius,  Holbcrg,  Olaus  Wormius,  Pontopidan  ;  and  lately  thofe  of  Langcbek, 
Schoening  *,  and  Suhm. 

Among  the  performances  lately  printed  on  thefe  topics,  thofe  in  the  Icelandic  tongue 
deferve  particular  notice  ;  as  they  tend  to  throw  confiderable  light  on  the  antiquities, 
hiflory  and  mythology  of  the  northern  nations  :  Iceland  being  in  the  remote  ages,  while 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Norway,  were  in  a  (late  of  perpetual  warfare,  the  repofitory  of 
northern  literature.  On  obferving  fuch  a  number  of  Icelandic  manufcripts  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  Danifli  libraries,  I  was  greatly  alfoniflied  to  find  that  Iceland,  conHdercd 
by  the  antients  as  the  U/tima  T/juIe,  or  the  extremity  of  the  world,  and  by  us  as  fcarccly 
habitable,  abounded  in  learning  and  fcience,  at  a  time  when  great  part  of  Europe  was 
involved  in  darknefs. 

Hiftory  does  not  afcertain  the  firfl;  population  of  Iceland  ;  when  occupied  by  a  co- 
lony of  Norwegians  in  the  latter  end  of  the  ninth  century,  it  contained  but  few  inhabi- 
tants, whofe  anceft ors  were  fuppofed  to  have  emigrated  from  England  or  Ireland  ;  but 
whofe  number  was  inadequate  to  refill  the  invaders.  Afterwards  other  emigrants 
landing  from  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  original  inhabitants  were  loft  amid 
the  fwarm  of  new  fettlers,  who  introduced  the  worfliip  of  Thor  and  Odin,  and  all  the 
rites  and  cuftoms  which  prevailed  among  the  nations  of  the  neighbouring  continent. 
Their  language  was  the  old  Gothic  or  Teutonic,  the  vernacular  tongue  of  the  Swedes, 
Danes,  and  Norwegians,  which,  on  account  of  their  infular  fituation,  was  preferved  pure 
for  a  confiderable  time.  The  alphabet  was  compofed  of  the  Runic  charaders,  only  fix- 
teen  in  number ;  yet  to  thefe  Icelanders  we  are  indebted  for  almofl:  all  the  hiftoricat 
monuments  of  the  northern  nations  now  remaining.  From  them  fprung  the  Scalds, 
thofe  antient  bards  who  have  tranfmitted,  in  their  hiltorical  poems,  the  principal  events 
which  happened  in  thefe  remote  quarters  of  the  world,  from  the  arrival  of  Odin  to  the 
introdudion  of  chrirtianity  ;  a  period  of  barbarifm  and  ignorance,  which,  without  their 
labours,  had  been  totally  unknown  to  pofterity.  Although  thefe  Scaldic  odes  blend  oc- 
cafionally  miprobahle  narratives  with  hiftorical  events ;  yet,  as  the  intelligent  critics 
may  feparate  faSs  from  fable,  and  truth  from  fiction  ;  and  being  the  only  fources  of  in- 
formation relative  to  the  early  affairs  of  the  north,  they  muft  be  confidered  as  valuable 
monuments  of  antiquity.  The  recital  alfo  of  thefe  compofitions,  at  public  entertain- 
ments, before  the  princes  whofe  deeds  they  celebrated,  and  who,  as  w^ell  as  many  other 
perfons  prefent,  were  well  acquainted  with  the  fubjedl  of  the  poem,  affords  a  collateral 
proof  of  their  authenticity  f. 

Some 

*  Langebek,  who,  among  other  learned  pubh'cations,  has  put  forth  "  Scriptores  Rerum  DauJcariira 
Medii  JE\i,"  printed  at  the  King's  expence,  was  a  native  of  Jutland,  and  born  in  ijio;  and,  after  a  hfe 
devoted  to  the  purfuits  of  learning,  died  about  1776. 

Schoening,  the  learned  editor  of  Snorro  Stnrlenfis  Hiftoria,  and  many  other  intercfting  works,  was  born 
at  Schatnasin  Norway,  in  1722,  and  died  in  177B  The  curious  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  further  infor- 
mation on  this  fubje(2;,  will  find  an  ample  detail  of  the  lives  and  writings  of  thefe  two  indefaticr.ible  anti- 
quaries, in  the  prefaces  to  the  fourth  and  tifth  volumes  of  the  Scriptores  Rerum  Danicarum,  which  publica- 
tion is  continued  by  Mr.  Suhm,  with  the  fame  diligence  and  accuracy  that  diftiiiguifiied  the  judicious 
Langebek. 

f  Snorro  Stuilefon,  who  drew  from  thefe  Scaldic  odes  many  materials  for  Lis  Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of 
Norway,  thus  fpeaks  of  them :  -  „      .  - 

''  ^  s  s  2  «.  Prsclpue 
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Some  of  thefe  odes  were  written  in  Runic  charafters  *,  the  far  greater  part,  how- 
ever, were  only  configned  to  memory  ;  but  on  the  introduftion  of  chriftianity  into  Ice- 
land, in  the  latter  end  of  the  ninth  century  t,  the  Runic  letters  were  exchanged  for  the 
Roman  alphabet :  fchools  were  founded  ;  the  love  of  fcience,  which  had  in  fome  degree 
maintained  itfelf,  even  when  the  inhabitants  were  in  a  ftate  of  paganifm,  revived  with 
frefh  vigour,  antient  poems  were  collefted,  many  chronicles  digefted  into  a  regular 
form,  and  the  traditions  of  pagan  theology  refcued  from  oblivion.  The  Icelanders 
pofleffed  feveral  hiftorians,  long  before  a  fingle  annalifl:  appeared  among  the  nations  from 
whom  they  were  defcended.  Their  authors  Iflief,  Are,  and  Sfcmund,  who  flourilhed 
in  the  eleventh  century,  preceded  Saxo-Grammaticus  and  Sueno,  the  earlieft  of  the 
Danifh,  Swedifli,  or  Norwegian  vi^riters. 

It  would  be  an  interefting  fpeculation  in  the  theory  of  mankind,  to  afcertain,  "  how 
It  came  to  pafs  that  a  people  difjoined  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  few  in  number,  de- 
preffed  by  poverty,  and  fituated  in  fo  unfavourable  a  climate,  fhould  be  capable,  in  thofe 
dark  ages,  of  manifefting  fuch  a  tafte  for  literature.  Were  we  better  informed  of 
certain  particulars  relating  to  the  ftate  of  the  north  during  thofe  remote  ages,  we 
might  pofTibly  find  the  caufe  of  this  phsenomenon,  either  in  the  poverty  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Iceland,  which  drove  them  to  feek  their  fortunes  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries or  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  firft  bards  at  foreign  courts,  which  excited  their  emula- 
tion and  at  the  fame  time  prepoffefTed  flrangers  in  then:  favour  ;  or  laftly,  in  the  na- 
ture of  their  republican  government,  in  which  the  talent  of  oratory,  and  the  reputation 
of  fuperlor  fenfe  and  capacity,  are  the  direft  roads  to  dignity,  refpeft,  and  preferment  J." 
To  thefe  caufes  may  perhaps  be  joined  the  political  tranquillity  of  Iceland  ;  amid  the 
civil  commotions  that  convulfed  the  neighbouring  nations,  the  inhabitants  had  fufEcient 
leifure  for  literary  occupations ;  and  fome  may  be  induced  to  add  the  nature  of  their 
climate,  which  obliged  them  to  feek  for  fome  relief  againfl  the  tedioufnefs  of  long 
nights  and  continued  darknefs  *]. 

But  to  return  to  the  Icelandic  authors.  The  moft  antient  hiflorian  was  Iflief,  bifhop 
of  Skalholt :  he  was  fon  of  Giffur  Albus,  a  perfon  of  great  diflindion  in  Iceland,  and 
defcended  from  the  antient  kings  of  Denmark,  who  confiderably  promoted  the  eftab- 


"  Pracipue  carmina  fumus  fecuti,  quae  coram  ipfis  priiicipibus  aut  eorum  filiis  funt  decantata,  vera  re- 
pulantes  omnia,  qua  iftis  in  carminibus  de  eorum  geftis  aut  bellis  memoriae  funt  prodita.  More  quidem 
Skaldis  eft  receptum,  prscipue  laudare,  cui  miniftrant.  All  nemo  facile  auderet,  coram  ipfo  prineipe,  lau- 
des  et  fafta  cantare,  qua:  tarn  ipfe  quam  alii  przfentes  fcirent  mera  efle  figmenta.  Hoc  dedccori  non  laudi 
effet."     See  Preface  to  Schoening's  edition  of  Snorro  Sturlenfis,  p.  12.  note. 

*  "  Thoiio'h  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe  they  were  cut  upon  ftones,  as  was  praflifed  among  us,  (no  Ru- 
nic ftones  having  been  found  there,  whofe  age  reaches  to  the  times  of  paganifm)  they  ufed,  however,  to 
fcratch  them  on  their  bucklers,  and  fometimes  on  their  ceilings  and  walls ;  and  the  LaxJaela  Sa^a  makes 
mention  of  one  Olof  of  Hiardarhult,  who  had  a  large houfe  built,  on  the  beams  and  rafters  of  which  remark- 
able ftories  are  faid  to  have  been  marked,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Thorkil  Hake  cut  an  account  of  his  own 
deeds  on  his  bedftead  and  chair."     Letters  on  Iceland,  p.  J-jS. 

+  In  the  Kriftni  Saga,  the  introduAion  of  chriftianity  into  Iceland  is  thus  related  :  "  Thorwaldus,  a  per- 
fon of  fome  diftinftion  in  Iceland,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  all  idolaters,  happening  to  travel  through 
Saxony,  commenced  acquaintance  with  a  certain  bifhop,  whofe  name  was  Frederic;  and  being  inftruiSed  by 
him  in  the  CiirilUan  doftrines,  was  baptized.  He  then  prevailed  upon  the  bilhop  to  return  with  him  to 
Iceland,  in  order  to  convert  the  natives  to  chriftianity.  And  as  the  bifhop  was  ignorant  of  the  language, 
Thorwaldus,  receiving  inftiuftion,  preached  to  the  peojple,  and  many  were  baptized  This  event,  which 
laid  the  firft  foundation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Iceland,  happened  in  the  year  930."     See  Kriftni  Saga,  p.  3,  &c. 

J  Northern  Antiquities,  vol.  i.  p.  392. 

c  Ipfi  in  defoffis  fpecubus  fccura  fub  alta 

Otia  agunt  terra 

Hie  noftem  ludo  ducunt.    Virg.  Georg.  III.  376. 
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Ililiment  of  chriftianity.  Iflief  was  born  in  1006;  and,  having  received  the  firft  rudi- 
ments of  learning  from  his  father,  was  fent,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age,  into  Saxony, 
for  the  purpofe  of  completing  his  education,  and  made  rapid  advances  in  feveral 
branches  of  knowledge  *.  Being  ordained  prieft,  he  returned  to  Iceland  ;  fixed  his  re- 
fidence  at  Skalholt,  where  his  father  had  erefted  a  church,  and  preached  the  Gofpel 
with  fervent  and  perfuafive  eloquence.  Iflief  was  the  firft  native  bifhop  of  Iceland  :  he 
■was  raifed  to  that  dignity  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  at  the  requefl;  of  the  inhabitants, 
by  particular  defire  of  the  Emperor  Henry  III.  and  during  the  pontificate  of  Leo  IX. 
He  was  confecrated  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Bremen,  on  the  fixth  of  January  1056  ;  and 
returning  the  fame  year  to  Iceland,  fixed  the  fee  at  Skalholt,  where  he  continued  until  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1080,  in  the  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.  Iflief  is  defcribed 
as  a  perfon  of  a  dignified  afpe(fi:,  affable,  juft,  and  upright  in  all  his  anions,  liberal  and 
beneficent,  though,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  his  income,  frequently  expofed  to  extreme 
penury.  The  fame  of  his  learning  and  piety  being  widely  diffufed,  many  foreign 
bifhops  vifited  Iceland,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  his  infliaiifliions  ;  and  his  memory 
was  fo  highly  revered  among  his  countrymen,  that  his  name  was  efleemed  fynonimous 
to  fanftity  and  erudition.  He  married  Dalla,  daughter  of  Thorwal,  by  whom  he  had 
three  fons,  all  celebrated  for  their  talents  and  knowledge;  but  particularly  Giflur,  who 
fucceeded  his  father  in  the  bifhopric,  and  inherited  his  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  the  promotion  of  learning.  Iflief  guarded  againft  the  decline  of  literature 
in  Iceland,  by  affiduoufly  inftruding  many  pupils,  fome  of  whom  became  eminently 
diftinguifhed,  and  two  were  advanced  to  the  epifcopal  dignity.  He  was  well  verfed  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  north,  and  compiled  feveral  annals,  which,  though  now  loft,  furnifhed 
materials  for  the  chronicles  of  the  earliefl  Icelandic  authors,  whofe  works  are  extant. 
I  allude  to  Are,  furnamed  the  Sage,  who  was  educated  by  Teitus,  fon  of  Iflief;  Sse- 
mund  Sigfurfon,  for  his  great  erudition  denominated  Polyhiftor,  and  Snorro  Sturlefon, 
flyled  by  his  learned  editor,  the  Herodotus  of  the  north  ;  all  of  whom  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded Iflief,  and  wrote  on  the  hiftory  of  Norway. 

Many  fubfequent  annalifls  made  their  appearance,  of  whom  it  would  be  fuperfluous 
to  give  an  account.  Several  of  their  v/ritings,  compofed  in  the  Icelandic  tongue,  have 
been  given  to  the  public,  fome  printed  in  Iceland  f,  others  in  Sweden  ;  but  the  greater 
part  in  Denmark,  accompanied  with  Swedifli,  Danifh,  or  Latin  trahflations  |,  The  molt 
important  of  thele  publications  is  a  folio  edition  of  the  chronicle  of  Snorro,  printed  at 
Copenhagen  in  1778,  accompanied  with  a  life  of  the  author.  He  was  born  in  1 178, 
received  his  education,  and  completed  his  fludies  in  Iceland  ;  became  chief  magiflrate 
of  the  country,  and  was  killed  in  an  infurreflion  in  1241,  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  his 
age.  According  to  his  biographer,  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  an  accurate  hiftorian,  a 
fkilful  lawyer,  a  proficient  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  and  not  ignorant  of  ma- 
thematics and  mechanics  §.     From  his  chronicle,  Torf^us,  the  late  annalill  of  the  north, 

*  This  account  of  Iflief  I  have  extrafted  from  Kriftni  Saga,  p.  106  to  109,  130  to  i4r,  Hiingervaka 
Saka,  p.  13  to  25. 

f  Von  Troil  informs  us,  that  printing  was  introduced  into  Iceland  by  John  (or  Jonas)  Arefon,  bifliop 
of  Holun  ;  that  John  Mathieflbn,  a  Swede,  was  the  firft  printer ;  and  tfiat  the  firfl  book  was  the  Breviai-i- 
um  Nidarofienfe,  printed  in  1531  at  Hohia.  He  adds,  that  new  types  were  brought  thither  in  1574  ;  and 
that  the  Icelandic  bible  was  printed  in  1584.     See  Letters  on  Iceland,  p.  iSi2. 

f  For  a  lift  of  tjie  Icelandic  authors,  fee  Preface  to  Annales  Biornornis  de  Skardfa,  p.  5.  North.  Ant, 
i.  p.  52.  et  paflim.  Letters  011  Iceland,  letter  xiv.  The  library  of  the  Britifh  Miifeum  contains  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  Icelandic  manufcripts.  See  Ajfcough's  catalogue  of  the  raanufcripts  of  the  Britifli 
Mufeum,  p.  890.  §  Preface,  p  ix. 
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.chiefly  drew  the  materials  for  his  Hiftory  of  Norway,  and  he  acknowledges  hiinfcif 
more  indebted  to  Snorro  than  to  any  other  writer. 

From  tlie  iourteenth  century,  hidory  and  letters  gradually  declined  in  Iceland,  and 
it  was  involved  in  the  fame  darknefs  which  had  overfpread  Europe.  The  reformation, 
which  was  introduced  in  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  occafioned  the  revival  of 
fcicnce.  Although  there  never  have  been  wanting  among  the  inhabitants  men  of  con- 
lidcrable  learning,  yet,  as  knowledge  has  widely  diflufed  itfelf  in  Sweden  and  Denmark 
under  the  protedion  of  their  fovereigns,  tiiefe  kingdoms  have  become  greatly  en- 
lightened, and  Iceland  is  no  longer  the  fole  repofitory  of  northern  genius  *. 

Although  the  Danifli  literati  have  directed  their  chief  attention  to  hiftory  and  anti- 
quities ;  yet  they  have  by  no  means  been  deficient  in  the  ftudy  of  nature. 

Frederic  V.,  the  late  King  of  Denmark,  a  munificent  patron  of  the  fciences,  founded, 
in  1753,  a  botanical  garden,  intended  principally  to  facilitate  a  liberal  defign  of  giving 
a  complete  hiltory,  and  engravings  of  all  the  native  plants  in  the  Danilh  dominions  f. 
The  fuperintendance  of  this  garden,  (with  a  ftipend,)  and  afterwards  the  profefforfhip 
of  botany  in  the  Royal  Academy  of  Copenhagen,  were  conferred  on  Mr.  Oeder,  who 
\\'f^s  chofen  to  conduct  the  work.  In  profecution  of  this  defign,  he  vifited  at  the  King's 
expence  various  parts  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  and  began  the  pu!;lication  in  1762. 

The  Flora  Danica  was  intended  to  contain,  in  the  folio  form,  figures  of  all  the  in- 
digenous plants  of  Denmark,  Norway,  thofe  of  the  duchies  of  Slefwick  and  Holftein, 
and  of  many  from  Iceland ;  a  traft  of  country  extending  more  than  fixteen  degrees, 
between  the  fifty-fourth  degree  of  latitude  and  the  North  Cape.  A  hiftory  of  all  thefe 
plants,  in  octavo,  was  alfo  promifed  ;  but  this  part  of  the  plan  has  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted. 

Of  this  Flora  Danica,  a  number,  or  fa/cicu/i/s,  containing  fixty  plates,  was  intended 
to  be  annually  publiflied  ;  the  firft  came  forth  in  1762,  but,  according  to  the  ufual 
fate  of  periodical  undertakings  of  fuch  confiderable  extent,  feveral  caufes  have  retarded 
its  regular  progrefs,  and  the  fifteeiith  fafciculus  only,  completing  the  number  of  nine 
hundred  plates,  or  five  volumes,  made  its  appearance  in  1782.  This  work  may  be 
purchafed  either  coloured  or  plain.  The  names  of  the  plants  are  not  engraved  on  the 
])lates  J  neither  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  could  any  regular  method  or  fyftem  be 
obferved.  .  The  plants  are  feparately  figui'ed  ;  each  engraving  contains  one  plant  only, 
except  in  thofe  of  the  clafs  Cryptogamia,  where,  in  fome  inftances,  feveral  are  given  in 
the  fame  plate.  Prefixed  to  e'd.ohfafciciiliis  is  a  nomenclature,  with  the  Linntean  names, 
a  few  felect  fynonyms,  and  an  account  of  the  places  of  growth.  As  often  as  the  fize 
•will  admit,  the  plant  is  exhibited  in  the  natural  magnitude;  in  others,  a  branch  only, 
and  in  mod  inftances,  the  parts  of  fructification  are  feparately  delineated;  an  article  in- 
difpenfable  to  botanical  accuracy.  In  fome  of  the  larger  plants,  befide  the  branch  of 
the  natural  fize,  the  whole  is  given  on  a  reduced  fcale;  hut  it  muft  be  confefl'ed,  that 
this  part  of  the  defign  is  the  leaft  meritorious ;  happily  it  does  not  often  occur. 

The  twelfth  fafciculus,  in  1777,  was  accompanied  vi'ith  an  index  of  all  the  plants 
already  engraved,  or  intended  to  be  contained  in  this  work  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that 

*  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for  information  upon  the  literary  hiftory  of  Iceland  to  Mallet's  North.  Antiq. 
tranflated  by  Dr.  Percy,  Bifhop  of  Dromore  ;  Von  Troil's  Letters  on  Iceland,  tranflated  by  Forllcr; 
Torfiei  Hill.  Norw.  ;  Snorro  Sturlenfis  Hift.  Regum  Norw.  ;  and  the  feveral  publications  of  the  Ice- 
landic writers  printed  at  Copenhagen. 

f  This  account  of  the  Flora  Danica,  and  of  MefTrs.  Oeder  and  Muller,  was  chiefly  communicated  to 
me  by  Dr.  Pulteney,  to  whom  I  have  been  fo  repeatedly  obliged. 

8  the 
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the  whole  number  will  nearly  auKniiit  to  one  thouiiind  eight  hiindrecl  fpccics;  of  which 
more  tlian  five  hundred  and  fevcnty  are  of  the  clafs  Cryptoganiia,  or  that  which  con- 
tains the  ferns,  moifes,  algiu,  and  fungi.  That  any  curious  perfons,  yet  unacquainicil 
with  this  work,  may  judge  how  far  it  might  be  fuhfervienf  fo  their  knowledge  of  En;:- 
lifii  botany,  it  may  be  added,  that  out  of  nine  hundred  and  eighty  fpecies  already  figured 
in  the  fifteen  firlt  fafciculi,  more  than  feven  hundred  are  fpontaneouHy  produced  in 
Britain. 

Magnificent  and  accurate  as  this  work  is,  and  though  conduced  at  the  Kin^-'s  ex- 
pcncc,  truth  will  not  be  offended  by  afierting,  that  the  execution  of  it  is  (till  inferior  to 
a  performance  of  the  fame  kind  now  publifiiing  in  England,  at  the  ri(k  of  an  individual, 
I  allude  to  Curtis's  Flora  Londinenfi.; ;  which,  for  the  magnitude  of  the  plates,  the  nice 
diicrimination  and  figures  of  the  frudification,  has  not  been  paralleled  by  any  other 
publication  of  fuch  fcope  and  defign  :   nor  is  the  merit  of  the  Flora  Londhic/ijh  confined 
to  the  accurate  elegance  of  the  plates;  it  contains  a  minute  defcription  of  each  plant 
and  is  enriched  by  fcientific,  ufeful,  and  oeconomical  obfervations,  either  extradled  from 
the  bed  writers,  or  derived  froni  the  extenfive  knowledge  of  its  author.     It  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  add,  that  the  minute  plants  of  the  clafs  Cryptogamia,  in  the  delineation  of  which 
the  Flora  Danica  is  extremely  deficient,  are  figured  with  the  utmoO:  exaclnefs  by  Mr. 
Curtis,  who  inti-oduced  to  the  Englifli  botanift  five  new  fpecies  o^ agarici*. 

Chriftian  Oeder,  to  whom,  through  the  liberality  of  his  monarch,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  Flora  Danica,  was  the  pupil  and  friend  of  the  celebrated  Ilaller,  under  whom 
he  was  educated  at  Gottingen.     According  to  Dr.  Nugent's  account  of  Oeder  f    he 
vifited  England  in  his  younger  days,  and  acquired  a  great  knowledge  of  the  language. 
Whilft;  fl:udent  at  Gottingen,  he  tranflated  all  the  Englifli  treatifes  for  a  Latin  edition 
of  Dr.  Mead's  works,  which  Haller  publifhed  in  2  vols.  8vo.  in  1748.    The  fucceedin"- 
year  he  took  his  doftor's  degree  in  phyfic,  and  wrote,  on  that  occafion,  a  thefis,  which 
Haller  calls  "  Doda  Diffcrtatio  contra  Rcvulfwncm  Is'  Derivatioiiem.'"    In  1752,  at  which 
period  he  was  fettled  at  Copenhagen,  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Gottingen 
named  him  a  correfpondent  member  ;  and  foon  after  he  was  made  fuperintendant  of 
the  botanincal  garden  at  Copenhagen,  and  profeflbr  of  botany.     In  1752,  Oeder  pre- 
fided  at  the  public  difputation  of  Dr.  Peter  Afcanius,  and  took  that  occafion  to  write  on 
irritability  ;  a  fubjed  on  which  the  experiments  and  obfervations  of  his  great  mafter  had 
drawn  the  attention  of  anatomifts  and  phyficians. 

Having  performed  many  journies  into  the  difterent  provinces  of  Denmark,  accompa- 
nied by  a  draughtfman,  and  coUefted  great  materials  for  the  intended  Flora,  he  pub- 
liihed,  in  1762,  the  'aY?i  fafciculus ;  and  in  1764,  as  a  part  of  his  plan,  his  Elements 
of  Botany,  in  Svo.  This  work  exhibits  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  fubject  j  and  the 
author  has  given  the  outlines  of  a  new  method  of  arrangement,  adapted  only  to  the 
plants  of  Europe.  The  fecond  volume  of  the  Elements  was  printed  in  j  766  ;  and  is 
embelliflied  with  fourteen  excellent  plates,  explanatoiy  of  the  techinal  part  of  his  fubieft. 
His  fyftem  was  intended  to  comprife  eight  claiTes:  i.  Cryptantbera ;  2.  Monocotyle- 
dones  ;  t^,  Ji?ieniacca  ;  4.  Incomplete  ;  5.  CalycarpiS  ;  S.Calycanthemee  ;  y.  Monopetala  ■^^ 
8.  Polypetalie.  Of  this  fyftem  the  author  has  only  exemplified  the  firft  clafs,  which  he 
publiflied  in  a  feparate  volume  in  1770,  in  Svo. ;  and  in  which  are  method'cally  ar- 

*   A.  Oftrcatiis;   Plycatalis  ;  Glutinofiis ;   Floccofiis ;  Veliitipes. — Mr.  Curtis  publiflied  only  two  vo- 
lume'! of  this  fplendid  work,  which  has  been  interrupted  by  his  death,  which  liappeiitd  in  1799. 
f  See  Nugent's  Travels  through  Germany,  vol.  i. 
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ranged  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  fpecies,  with  the  fpecific  names,  from 
Dillenius,  Haller,  and  Linnaeus. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  this  ingenious  naturalifl  has  been  called  from  the 
paths  of  fcience  by  an  appointment  to  an  office  in  the  treafury,  where  he  has  fhewn  him- 
felf  no  lefs  qualified  to  excel  in  the  civil  line. 

After  the  publication  of  the  eleventh  fqfciculus  in  1775,  the  further  profecution  of  the 
work  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Otto  Frederic  Muller,  a  gentleman  who  after- 
wards gave  to  the  public  feveral  valuable  fpecimens  of  his  knowledge  in  natural  hiftory ; 
particularly  a  curious  work  under  the  title  of  Hijioria  Vcrmium  ;  another  under  that  of 
Zoologia  Danicit  Prodromus  ;  and  engaged,  under  the  higheft  patronage,  in  publifhing 
the  figures  of  all  the  rarer  animals  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  under  the  title  of  Zoo- 
logia  Daniae  Icones,  of  which  two  fafcicidi  made  their  appearance  *. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  publications  on  natural  hiftory,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit 
the  mod  iplendid  work  of  the  kind  ever  produced  in  any  nation.  It  is  a  colleSion  of 
rare  fhells,  in  2  vols,  folio,  engraved  and  coloured  by  Francis  Michael  Regenfufs  at  the 
royal  expence.  The  firft  volume  contains  a  fhort  account  of  the  coHeftions  of  natural 
hiftory,  and  particularly  of  fhells,  in  Denmark  ;  a  preliminary  difcourfe  on  conchology, 
with  a  detail  of  the  authors  who  have  written  on  the  fubjeft,  and  their  different  fyf- 
tems,  and  feventy-eight  complete  and  delicately  coloured  figures,  in  twelve  plates, 
accompanied  with  fcientific  defcriptions  in  the  Latin,  French,  and  German  languages!. 
The  Kings  of  Denmark  have  occafionally  deputed,  and  Hill  continue  to  fend,  at  their 
expence,  men  of  learning  not  only  through  their  own  territories,  but  to  various  parts 
of  the  globe,  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  the  bounds  of  knowledge. 

Langebek  travelled  through  the  Dani(h  dominions  and  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  col- 
lect documents,  charters,  and  other  ftate  papers,  relative  to  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the 
North  ;  and  Schoening  for  the  fame  purpofe,  at  the  expence  of  Prince  Frederic.  Among 
others  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  fame  plan.  Dr.  Moldenhauer,  a  gentleman  of 
various  and  profound  erudition,  vifited  England,  France,  and  Spain,  where  he  examined 
the  libraries  for  oriental  and  claffical  manufcripts. 

But  the  literary  expedition  which  reflefts  the  higheft  honour  on  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark, and  holds  up  an  example  to  other  fovereigns,  was  begun  in  1761,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Frederic  V.  who,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the  late  Count  Bernfdorf,  difpatched 
four  perfons|,  eminently  verf5d  indifferent  branches  of  fcience,  to  Arabia  ;  of  which 
curious  and  interefting  journey  Niebuhr,  the  only  furvivor,  has  publiflied  a  much  efteem- 
ed  account  §. 

There  are  two  libraries  at  Copenhagen  belonging  to  the  King,  a  private  and  a  pub- 
lic, both  in  the  apartments  of  the  palace.  The  private  library  contains  twenty  thou- 
fand volumes ;  the  public  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand,  and  feven  thoufand  manu- 

*  Since  thf  death  of  Dr.  Muller,  who  completed  only  the  fiheeniUfafciculus,  the  Flora  Danka  has  been 
continued  by  profelTor  Vahl,  well  known  from  his  SymboU  Botanica,  or  defcription  of  plants  collefted  by 
Forfkal  during  his  journey  into  the  Eaft,  to  which  are  added  others  feen  by  the  profeflbr  himfelf  in  the 
fouth  of  Europe,  and  in  A  frica.  The  fame  author  has  enriched  botanical  fcience  by  a  defcription  of  Ame- 
lican  plants  not  before  known,  in  a  work  entitled  Ecloga  Amcncann. 

■\  Choix  de  Coquillages  Gravees. 

I  Frederic  Ohiiftian  Haven  for  oriental  languages ;  Forflcal  and  Dr.  Cramer  for  natural  hiftory ;  Nie- 
iuhrfor  hiftory  and  geography  :  they  were  accompanied  by  a  draughtfman 


&   Befchreibung  von  Arabien  ;   Reife  Bcfchreibung  nacli  Arabien,  &c.  in  3  vols.      This  work  has  beeii 
tranflated  into  the  French  language.      Defcprition  de  I'Arabie.      They  departed  from  Copenhagen  in 
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fcripts.  Among  the  manufcripts  are  many  Perfian  and  Arabic,  brought  from  Arabia 
by  Niebuhr.  Among  thofe  of  the  claflics,  I  obferved  a  beautiful  Cicero's  Rhetoric  on 
vellum,  and  a  no  lefs  beautiful  Virgil  on  vellum,  of  the  eleventh  century,  which  has 
been  collated  by  the  learned  Heyne  of  Gottingen  for  his  excellent  edition  of  the  Roman 
poet. 

This  colleflion  is  extremely  rich  in  Icelandic  books,  and  in  all  publications  relative 
to  the  antiquities  and  hiflory  of  the  three  northern  kingdoms.  The  art  of  typography 
muft  have  been  introduced  late  into  Denmark ;  as  the  earliefl;  book  printed  at  Co- 
penhagen is  Skanlky  Logh,  or  King  Waldemar's  Law  of  Scania,  which  bears  the  date 
of  1505. 

The  library  of  Count  Thott,  probably  the  largeft  private  collettion  in  Europe,  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  volumes,  and  above  five  thoufand  manufcripts.  It 
is  as  remarkable  for  the  rarity  as  for  the  number  of  the  books,  and  is  particularly  rich 
in  the  palseographia,  or  early  printed  books,  of  which  there  are  above  two  thoufand  of 
the  fifteenth  century  *. 

Mr.  Suhm's  colledion  deferves  alfo  to  be  vifited  by  the  lover  of  letters.  It  contain- 
ed, 1785,  fifty  thoufand  volumes  colleded  by  himfelf ;  it  abounds  with  hiflcrical  and 
topographical  publications  in  all  languages,  particularly  thofe  which  relate  to  the  anti- 
quities and  hiftory  of  northern  Europe,  the  favourite  objeft  of  his  refearches.  He  pof- 
fefles  alfo  many  curious  manufcripts  in  the  Greek  and  Oriental  languages,  particularly 
thofe  which  belonged  to  the  celebrated  Reifkius,  for  the  purchafe  of  which  he  gave 
the  widow  an  annuity  of  40I.  This  library  is  open  every  morning  from  nine  to  eleven, 
for  the  ufe  and  infpedion  of  men  of  letters,  and  the  {Indents  of  the  univerfity. 

Suhm  is  juftly  confidered  one  of  the  mofl  learned  men  in  Denmark,  in  regard  to  the 
hiftory  and  antiquities  of  the  north.  He  has  given  to  the  public  feveral  works  on  thefe 
fubjefts,  much  efteemed  for  profoundnefs  and  accuracy  of  refearch :  among  others,  on 
the  Origin  of  Nations  in  general ;  on  the  Origin  of  the  Northern  Nations ;  concern- 
ing Odin,  and  the  Mythology  of  the  Northern  Nations ;  on  the  Emigrations  of  the 
Northern  Nations,  2  vols. ;  Critical  Hiftory  of  Denmark,  2  vols,  j  Hiftory  of  Den- 
mark. 

Chap.  V. — Prefentation  to  the  Prince  Royal. — Revolution  in  the  Adminijlration  effected  b;/ 

His  Royal  Highnefs, 

JULY  i6th,  1784.  In  a  private  audience  of  the  Prince  Royal,  I  had  the  honour 
of  prefenting  the  firft  edition  of  my  Travels  in  Poland,  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  converfed  with  me  for  a  confiderable  time ;  and  by  his  queftions  and 
remarks,  gave  ftrong  figns  of  a  comprehenfive  mind,  and  of  a  difpofition  formed  for 
government.  I  could  not  avoid  admiring  a  Prince,  who,  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  afted 
with  fo  much  firmnefs,  fecrecy,  and  difcretion ;  and  who  lately  efFefted  a  change  in  the 
adminiftration  of  this  kingdom,  no  lefs  by  his  own  prudence  and  courage,  than  by  the 
advice  and  afliftance  of  his  friends. 

Since  the  imprifonment  and  exile  of  Matilda,  the  whole  power  was  vefted  in  the 
Queen-dowager  Juliana-Maria ;  and  the  adminiftration,  which  oftenfibly  carried  on 
the  public  affairs,  was  fubfervient  to  her  views,  and  to  thofe  of  her  fon  Prince  Fre- 
deric. 

*  This  curious  and  valuable  colledllon,  fince  the  death  of  Count  Thott,  has  been  fold  by  audlion  j  the 
catalogue  confills  of  feveral  volumes,  and  is  a  delirable  acquifition  to  the  literati. 
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By  means  of  his  coufin,  the  Queen-dowager,  the  King  of  Pruflia  *  gradually  acquired" 
an  almofl  abfolute  fway  in  the  cabinet  of  Denmark ;  and  direfted  the  foreign  affairs  in 
fubferviency  to  the  views  of  the  French  court,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  of  Eng- 
land.  Count  Bernfdorf,  prime-minifter,  being  the  only  perfon  in  the  Danifli  minidry 
who  ventured  to  oppofe  the  French  and  Prulhan  party,  his  difmiilion  was  refolved  in 
the  cabinets  of  Verfailles  and  Berlin  ;  and  his  condud,  with  regard  to  the  armed  neu- 
trality, furniflied  an  opportunity  to  efi'eft  their  purpofe. 

The  King  of  Pruilia  having  prevailed  on  the  reigning  party  to  accede  to  the  armed 
neutrality,  a  ineafure  fo  hoftile  to  the  intereds  of  England,  Count  Bernfdorf,  though 
unable  to  prevent  the  meafure,  had  yet  fuflicient  addrefs  to  infertan  article  in  the  treaty, 
that  Denmark  Ihould  maintain  its  former  alliances. 

This  condud  gave  great  difguft  to  the  King  of  PrulTia ;  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  was  fent  to  offer  Bernfdorf,  that  he  fliould  be  continued  in  the  office  of 
prime-minifter,  if  he  would  agree  to  the  armed  neutrality  without  the  aforefaid  ftipula- 
tion  ;  but  to  threaten  him  with  inftant  difinillion  if  he  perfevered  in  maintaining  that 
point.  Bernfdorf,  nobly  difdaining  to  hold  his  office  on  fuch  diflionourable  terms,  was 
difmilTed  from  his  employments,  and  retired  into  Germany  ;  and  his  removal  gave  un- 
limited fcope  to  the  Pruffian  party,  which  governed  the  Queen-dowager. 

Guldberg,  formerly  profeflbr  of  the  academy  of  Soroe,  and  preceptor  to  Prince  Fre- 
deric, was  the  perfon  in  whom  the  Queen-dowager  confided ;  and  in  the  capacity  of 
private  fecretary  to  the  King,  was  the  fecret,  though  not  the  oftenfible  miniflei-.  A 
change  was  alfo  introduced  in  the  ufual  mode  of  iffuing  the  royal  mandates,  which  fe- 
cured  to  the  Queen-dowager  and  her  party  the  moll  abfolute  fway. 

Previous  to  this  change,  the  general  affairs  of  government  were  tranfa6led  in  the 
privy-council,  coniifting  of  as  many  members  as  the  King  chofe  to  appoint ;  all  parti- 
cular bufinefs  was  carried  through  the  different  boards  of  finance,  marine,  and  com- 
merce,  and  the  King  always  figned  the  decrees  and  edifts  feparately  from  each  board. 

To  extend  their  influence  and  authority,  the  reigning  party  introduced  a  kind  of 
private  cabinet,  in  which  the  royal  orders  were  ifllied  exclufively  of  the  feveral  boards. 
By  this  means  the  privy-council  became  httle  more  than  a  cypher;  the  refpedive 
boards  were  only  employed  in  fulfilling  the  King's  orders ;  and,  as  the  King  himfclf 
was  incapable  of  governing,  the  Queen-dowager,  who  had  poifeffion  of  his  perfon, 
could  obtain  his  fignature  on  all  occafions,  and  was,  in  effeft,  fovereign  without  con- 
troul. 

Nothing  could  alter  this  ftate  of  affairs,  but  the  admiffion  of  the  Prince  into  the  privy- 
council  ;  and  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  Denmark,  he  could  not  be  fworn  a  mem- 
ber until  he  had  been  confirmed  and  taken  the  facrament ;  and  as,  in  order  to  be  con- 
firmed, he  was  to  undergo  a  public  examination,  the  governing  party  contrived  to  de- 
lay that  ceremony,  under  the  pretence  that  he  was  not  fufficicntly  inftrucled  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  religion.  Reports  were  indurtrioully  circulated,  and  as  readily  believed,  by 
thofe  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  believe  them,  that  the  Prince's  abilities  were  extremely 
moderate.  And,  although  it  was  ufual  for  the  Prince- royal  to  be  confirmed,  and  take 
his  feat  in  the  privy-council  at  thirteen,  yet  this  ceremony  was  repeatedly  poftponed 
long  after  he  had  reached  that  age. 

When  the  Prince  had  nearly  attained  his  fixteenth  year,  they  could  not  venture  to 
delay  his  confirmation,  but  as  the  fatal  hour  approached,  every  precaution  which  pru- 
dence or  art  could  fuggeft  was  taken  to  gain  the  Prince,and  continue  the  power  in  the  fame 

*  Frederic  the  Second. 
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hands.  For  this  purpofc,  his  p;ovcrrior.  General  Eikfled,  who  was  not  beloved  by  his 
royal  pupil,  was  difmiflbd  ;  and  Sporen,  his  preceptor,  and  fuppofed  to  be  his  favouritCj 
appointed  Iccretary  of  the  cabinet.  A  new  privy-council  was  nominated,  confiftin"- 
alinofl  entirely  of  the  queen-dowager's  creatures,  in  which  Guldberg  had  the  princi- 
pal fvvay.  Every  thing  feemed  to  bend  before  the  Queen-dowager,  the  Prince  effected  a 
revolution  as  fingular  as  it  was  unexpefted. 

On  the  4th  of  April  1784,  the  Prince  was  confirmed  in  the  royal  chapel  of  Copen- 
hagen, in  the  prefence  of  the  King  and  court.  According  to  the  cuRom  of  the  Lu- 
theran  church,  he  underwent  a  previous  examination  by  the  King's  chaplain,  wliich 
continued  above  an  hour  ;  and  the  Prince  replied  to  every  quedion  in  a  fenfible  man- 
ner ;  fufficiently  proving,  from  the  readinefs  and  perfpicuity  of  his  anfwers,  that  the  re- 
ports of  his  incapacity  were  malicious  and  unfounded.  He  fpoke  in  a  loud,  clear,  manly 
tone  of  voice,  with  a  dignity  and  propriety  which  altoniflied  the  ailembly  ;  and  repeated 
the  oath,  to  continue  true  to  the  eltabliihed  church,  in  fo  feeling  a  manner,  as  drew 
tears  from  the  eyes  of  many  who  were  prefent. 

Having,  on  a  fubfequent  occafion,  received  the  facrament,  he  was  admitted  into  the 
privy-council ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  April,  took  the  accuftomed  oath. 
About  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  Prince  and  members  of  the  new  privy-council  affem- 
bled  for  the  firfl  time  in  the  King's  prefence.  Steman,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
treafury,  was  going  to  propofe  the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  the  day,  but  was  interrupted  by 
the  Prince  ;  turning  to  the  King,  His  Royal  Highnefs  thanked  hismajefty  for  his  educa- 
tion, and  remonftrated  againll  many  abufes  in  the  late  adminiflraticn  of  aftairs,  particu- 
larly  on  the  irregular  mode  of  iffuing  orders  from  the  cabinet,  and  not  from  the  dif- 
ferent boards  of  government.  He  then  faid,  "  Confcious  of  my  own  inexperience,  I 
cannot  advife  your  majedy  for  the  glory  of  the  crown,  or  the  advantage  of  the  nation, 
unlefs  the  privy-council  confifts  of  thofe  perfons  who  poiTefs  my  confidence,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  But,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  neither  myfelf  nor  the  nation 
can  place  any  confidence  in  the  perfons  now  in  power ;  I  therefore  requeft  your  ma- 
jefty  to  diflblve  the  prefent  privy-council,  and  to  appoint  in  their  place  Count  Bernf- 
dorf,  and  fuch  other  perfons  as  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending.  I  hope  and  trull 
that  your  majefty  will  iffue  an  order,  that  no  edift  fhall  be  valid  unlefs  counterfigned 
by  me."  At  the  conclufion  of  thefe  words,  which  he  uttered  with  great  firmnefs  and 
moderation,  he  laid  the  appointment  of  the  new  privy-council  before  the  King,  and 
entreated  him  to  fign  it. 

All  the  members  (except  Baron  Schach  Rathlow,  who  alone  was  acquainted  with  the 
Prince's  determination)  were  fo  petrified  with  afionilhment,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
making  any  refiftance.  But  when  the  King  appeared  to  hefitate,  one  of  the  members 
rofe,  and  faid,  "  Sir,  His  Majefty  cannot  fign  fuch  papers  without  due  confideration," 
and  endeavoured  at  the  fame  time  to  fnatch  them  from  the  Prince's  hand.  The  Prince 
replied  with  fome  warmth,  but  with  great  dignity,  "  Sir,  it  is  not  your  bufinefs  to  ad- 
vife His  Majefty  on  fuch  occafions,  but  mine,  who  am  heir  apparent,  and  refponfible  to 
the  nation  for  my  condud;"  and  again  tendering  the  papers  to  the  King,  His  Majefty 
inftantly  figned  them.  The  papers  were  fent  by  a  confidential  meflenger  to  the  chancery, 
and  regiftered  accordingly. 

The  privy-council  being  thus  diflblved  on  the  firft  time  of  their  aflembling  in  the 
King's  prefence,  the  Prince  himfelf  announced  the  change  to  the  Queen-dowager  in 
terms  of  high  refpeft. 

Throughout  the  whole  tranfa£tion,  the  conduft  of  the  young  Prince  was  remarkable 
for  a  difcretion  and  fecrecy  extremely  uncommon  in  a  perfon  of  his  age.     Being  difcon- 

T  T  a  tented 
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tented  with  the  Queen-dowager,  he  had  firit  entered  into  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
Count  Bernfdorf,  continued  his  intercourle  near  two  years,  fometimcs  by  letters,  and 
fometimes  by  melTages,  and  received  from  him  inftruflions  in  what  manner  to  proceed. 
"While  engaged  in  this  bufinefs,  he  entered  into  another  correfpondence  with  Schach 
Rathlow,  who  had  the  principal  fhare  in  procuring  the  difmiffion  of  Count  Bernfdorf, 
but  was  now  dil'pleafed  with  the  perfons  in  power,  and  made  private  offers  to  the  Prince, 
without  being  acquainted  with  his  fecret  correfpondence  with  Bernfdorf.  The  Prince 
carried  on  this  double  intrigue  under  the  direflion  of  Count  Bernfdorf,  in  whom  he 
implicitly  confided,  without  being  fufpe£ted  by  his  preceptor  Sporen,  or  by  his  governor. 
General  Eikfted,  and  even  lulled  the  fufpicions  of  the  Queen-dowager  :  her  Majefty,  in 
a  converfation  which  (he  held  with  him  about  a  week  before  the  event,  taxed  him  with 
holding  a  fecret  correfpondence  ;  to  which  he  returned  an  evafive  anfwer  with  fuch  un- 
concern and  ferenity,  that  he  entirely  removed  her  fufpicions. 

Thus  a  boy,  not  fixteen  years  of  age,  duped  veterans  in  court-intrigues,  by  pretending 
to  be  entirely  friendly  to  the  Queen-dowager's  party,  and  to  acquiefce  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  new  privy- council,  at  the  moment  he  was  determined  to  remove  them.  And 
although  the  projed  was  entrufled  to  above  ten  perfons,  yet  not  one  of  them  betrayed 
the  fmallefl  fymptom  which  could  create  fufpicion. 

Every  meafure  which  prudence  diftated  was  adopted  on  this  important  occafion. 
General  Hut  had  affembled  the  guards  in  order  to  force  the  privy-council  to  compliance, 
ihould  the  members  make  any  oppofition ;  and  the  governor  of  the  citadel  was  prepared 
to  admit  the  Prince  within  the  fortrefs,  if  affairs  had  not  turned  out  to  his  wilhes.  For- 
tunately the  courage  and  addrefs  of  the  Prince,  and  the  popularity  of  his  caufe,  rendered 
thefe  precautions  unneceffary. 

The  Prince  treated  with  great  mildnefs  all  thofe  perfons  whom  he  removed  from  their 
places.  He  conferred  on  the  ex-miniflier  Guldberg,  a  penfion  of  5000  *  rix-dollars, 
and  appointed  him  governor  of  Aarhus,  a  fpecies  of  honourable  banilhment.  He  no- 
minated Steman  governor  of  Haderfleben ;  affured  him,  he  was  convinced  of  the  fide- 
lity with  which  he  had  difcharged  his  office  of  treafurer,  adding,  that  if  he  could  not 
fufficiently  reward  him,  he  would  amply  provide  for  his  children. 

The  chief  perfons  who  a£led  as  the  Prince's  confidants,  and  who  have  fince  filled  the 
principal  offices  in  court  and  flate,  were  M.  de  Schach  Rathlow,  Count  Bernfdorf, 
Count  Shimmelman,  General  Hut,  and  M.  de  Bulow,  then  gentleman  of  the  bed-cham- 
ber, and  now  marflial  of  the  Prince's  court. 

The  only  foreigner  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  tranfaftion, 
was  Mr.  Elliot,  who  had  repaired  to  Copenhagen  from  Berlin  in  the  capacity  of  Britilh 
envoy  ;  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  the  firfl  fovereiga  to  whom  the  Prince-royal 
communicated  his  fuccefs. 


Chap.  VI. — Excurfzon  to  Hlrjholm^  Frederlcjhorg,  Friedenfberg,  and  Fredericfwerk. 

THE  fhortnefs  of  my  flay  at  Copenhagen  during  my  firfl:  tour,  and  the  earlinefs  of 
the  feafon,  prevented  me  from  making  excurfions  in  the  environs  of  Copenhagen.  My 
fecond  tour  in  1784,  having  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  my  curiofity,  I 
made  an  agreeable  expedition  to  the  palaces  of  Hirfliolm,  Fredericiborg,  Friedenfberg, 
and  to  the  iron  founderies  of  Fredericfwerk. 

•    IQOcU 

Hirfliolm, 
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Hlrfliolm,  a  royal  palace  begun  by  Chriflian  the  Sixth,  and  finifheJ  by  his  queen, 
Chriflina  Sophia,  is  a  large  quadrangular  building  of  brick,  fluccocd  white,  furround- 
ed  by  a  moat,  and  placed  in  a  low  and  marfliy  fituation.  The  fuite  of  apartments  is 
princely,  but  almolt  without  furniture,  as  they  have  not  been  inhabited  frnce  the  im- 
prifonment  and  exile  of  Que-en  Matilda,  who  made  it  her  favourite  refidence.  The 
dining-room  is  a  large  apartment,  and  remarkable  for  a  /rf  d'eau,  and  twelve  fountains, 
fpouting  from  the  fides.  The  gardens  are  formal,  and  full  of  Jets  d'eau.  The  place 
is  fo  entirely  neglefted,  that  the  court.yard  is  over-run  with  weeds,  and  the  moat  is  a 
green  mantled  pool.  Orders  were  lately  received  to  put  the  palace  in  repair  for  the 
refidence  of  the  Prince-royal,  who  difplaysan  aftedtionate  attachment  to  the  memory  of 
his  mother. 

In  the  gardens  is  a  fummer-houfe,  which  ferved  as  a  temporary  theatre  for  the  di- 
verfion  of  Queen  Matilda,  and  her  company  ;  and  in  another  part  is  a  wooden  building 
called  a  Norway-houfe,  containing  landfcapes  of  Norway  in  relief,  and  imitations  of 
rocks,  with  wooden  cottages  perched  on  them,  and  wooden  roads.  Near  this  building 
the  walks  are  not  unpleaiantly  carried  through  the  grounds  in  the  Englhh  flyle. 

The  road  from  Hirfliolm  to  Fredericfoorg  winds  agreeably,  thiough  a  beautiful  and 
undulating  countiy,  richly  clothed  with  forefts  of  beech,  birch,  and  oak,  and  enlivened 
by  fmall  lakes  in  the  receffes  of  the  wood. 

Fredericil)org  was  built  by  Chriftian  the  Fourth,  and  was  fo  called  in  honour  of  his 
father  Frederic  the  Second.  It  is  an  enormous  and  motley  pile  of  building,  partly 
of  red  brick,  and  partly  of  (tone,  partly  Gothic,  and  partly  in  the  Grecian  ftyle  of  ar- 
chitecture. It  is  built  round  three  courts,  each  of  which  is  furrounded  by  moats,  and 
joined  by  bridges.  The  principal  fai;ade  is  full  of  niches,  containing  bad  Ilatues.  In 
the  inner  court  are  two  ftories  of  feven  arches,  conftrufted  with  ftone  painted  black, 
and  pillars  of  dark  Norwegian  marble.  This  appendage  contrafting  with  the  red  brick 
produces  a  ftrange  effeft  ;  while  a  profufion  of  gilding  and  maffy  fculpture  disfigures 
rather  than  adorns  the  building. 

The  fituation,  on  the  banks  of  a  fmall  lake,  is  not  unpleafant.  The  palace  contains 
a  large  collection  of  piftures,  in  great  confufion,  among  which  I  obferved  a  few  not 
unworthy  of  notice.  The  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour,  by  Andreas  Peters,  a  Danifli 
painter,  in  the  reign  of  Chriftian  the  Fourth  ;  three  brought  from  Italy,  by  Frederic 
the  Fourth  ;  Saul  and  David,  after  the  death  of  Goliath,  by  an  unknown  hand  ;  Abra- 
ham and  Melchifedec,  by  Caravaggio,  difplaying  the  long  conti-afl  of  light  and  fliade, 
and  that  vulgar  nature  which  charafteiizes  the  works  of  that  capricious  painter  ;  Jo- 
nas preaching  to  the  Ninevites,  by  Salvator  Rofa,  the  figures  as  large  as  life,  and  in  the 
grand  ftyle  of  that  great  mailer  ;  feveral  tolerable  paintings  of  the  Flenufli  fchool, 
chiefly  fcriptural  fubjefts. 

One  of  the  apartments  contains  a  fuite  of  the  imaginary  portraits  of  the  kings  of 
Denmark,  before  the  converfion  of  the  Danes  to  the  chriftian  religion.  In  another  I 
obferved  the  whole  length  figures  of  the  kings  of  Denmark  of  thehoufe  of  Oldenburgh 
beginning  with  Chriftian  the  Firft,  and  ending  with  Chiiftian  the  Fifth,  all  originals. 
Of  thefe  the  portrait  of  Chriftian  the  Second  is  the  moft  ftriking,  as  it  exhibits  a  fine  ex- 
prefiion  of  that  melancholy,  feverity,  and  cruelty,  which  formed  a  prominent  feature  in  ■ 
the  character  of  that  deteftable  tyrant.  A  head  of  his  queen  Ifabella,  fifter  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  Fifth,  reminded  me  of  her  mild  and  amiable  qualities  ;  of  the  meek- 
nefs  and  patience,  and  yet  dignity,  with  which  flie  fupported  the  harfhnefs  and  infideli- 
ties of  her  obdurate  hufband  in  the  time  of  his  profperity  ;  of  her  extreme  attachment 
to  him  in  the  hour  of  his  difgr^ce  j  of  her  unwearied  attentions  to  foothe  his  difap- 

7  point. 
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pointment,  and  roufe  him  from  his  defpondency  ;  of  her  refufal  to  accept  an  honour- 
able fettlement  offered  by  the  ftates  of  Denmark,  and  of  her  noble  anlwer,  "  that  flie " 
had  rather  live  with  her  hufband  in  banifliment,  than  reign  without  him  *."  She  fur- 
vived  his  depofition  only  three  years,  and  died  in  the  palace  of  Ghent,  in  1 526.  Anne  of 
Denmark,  fifler  of  Chriftian  the  Fourth,  and  queen  of  James  the  Firft.  Several  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  one  in  his  princely  robes,  when  a  boy  of  fifteen,  and  another  by  Van- 
dyke, when  a  young  man. 

The  chapel  is  a  handfome  apartment,  but  more  remarkable  for  coftlinefs  than  tafte. 
The  walls  are  hung  with  the  efcutcheons  of  the  knights  of  the  Elephant,  the  firft  or- 
der in  Denmark ;  as  is  the  gallery  with  the  efcutcheons  of  the  knights  of  the  order  of 
Danebrog. 

The  palace  of  Friedenlberg,  four  miles  from  Fredericfl)org,  is  delightfully  placed  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  lake  of  Efferom,  a  piece  of  water  fifteen  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence. I  fcarcely  ever  beheld  a  fituation  more  capable  of  improvement,  and  wiftied 
for  a  difciple  of  Brown  to  lay  out  the  ground.  But  this  beautiful  fpot  is  fpoiled  (if  it 
can  be  fpoiled)  by  cut  yews,  ftraight  walks,  a  profufion  of  ftatues  and  triumphal  arches, 
where  nature  and  fimplicity  are  expelled  ;  for  in  thofe  parts,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
lake  where  the  grounds  are  covered  with  natural  forefts,  the  fcenery  is  extremely  beau- 
tiful and  pifturefque. 

The  palace  is  a  brick  building  ftuccoed  white,  confifting  of  a  front,  and  two  wings. 
It  was  built  by  Frederic  the  Fourth,  and  called  Frieden(berg,  or  the  manfion  of  Peace^ 
becaufe  it  was  finiftied  in  1 7  20,  when  the  peace  was  concluded  with  Sweden,  after  a 
long  war  which  had  defolated  both  countries.  As  a  memorial  of  this  event,  a  wooden 
pillar,  painted  like  marble,  and  a  fmall  ftatue  of  Peace,  are  eredted  in  the  area  before 
the  palace,  more  expreffive  of  the  fatisfadion  with  which  Frederic  gave  peace  to  his 


monarch  inviolably  maintained  dunng  the  remainder  of  his  reigr 
high  honour  on  his  memory,  as  he  pofleffed  a  fpirit  of  enterprife  and  undaunted  cou- 
rage. From  this  period  he  had  leifure  to  attend  to  the  internal  regulations  of  his  king- 
dom, and  to  form  ufeful  eftablifliments,  particularly  the  foundation  of  feveral  country 
fchools,  which  endears  his  memory  to  his  countrymen. 

Nothing  more  Is  wanting  to  render  Friedenfberg  a  moft  delightful  fpot,  than  to  re- 
move the  cut  hedges,  level  the  terraces,  to  permit  the  foreft  trees  to  expand  and  grow  j 
in  a  word,  to  leave  nature  to  herfelf.  In  the  garden  is  a  curious  affemblage  of  Itatues, 
placed  regularly  on  circular  terraces  of  earth,  which  are  of  ftone  painted  white,  and  re- 
prefent  the  Norway  peafants  habited  in  their  various  dreffes. 

We  did  not  attempt  to  requeft  the  permiflion  of  feeing  the  palace,  as  it  is  inhabited 
by  the  Queen-dowager,  Juliana  Maria  \  ;  the  place  of  her  retirement,  fince  the  Prince- 
royal  has  taken  into  his  hands  the  adminiftration  of  affairs. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  quitted  the  village  of  Friedenftierg,  where  we  found  a 
neat  inn,  with  comfortable  accommodations,  and  returning  by  the  palace  of  Fredericf- 
borg,  paffed  on  to  Fredericfwerk,  near  the  Ife-fiord,  a  bay  of  the  fea,  on  the  northern 
fhore  of  Zealand,  where  General  Clauffen  has  eftablifhed  various  manufaSories,  a 
foundery  for  cannon,  and  other  works,  for  fupplying  the  Danilh  army  and  navy  with 

*  Mallet,  Hid.  des  Dan.  vol.  ii.  p.  277,  4to.  _ 

+  To  peace,  this  ftatue,  palace,  and  the  remainder  of  liis  life,  were  dedicated  by  Frederic  the  Fourtn, 
.j-20.  t  The  Queen  dowager  is  fmce  deceafed. 

ftores. 
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ftores.     The  General,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  of  recommendation,  received  us  with 
great  cordiality  and  politenefs,  and  accompanied  us  over  the  works. 

General  ClauiTen  eltablilhcd  thefe  works  in  1756,  on  the  expectation  of  a  Ruffian 
war,  when  the  government  was  fcantily  fupplied  with  military  ftores.  He  fixed  on  this 
fpot  as  the  moil:  convenient  for  water  to  turn  the  mills  ;  gave  in  his  propofals  to  go- 
vernment, which  were  inftantly  accepted,  and  completed  his  plan  notwithftanding  nu- 
merous obftacles. 

We  embarked  with  the  General  on  a  canal,  which  forms  the  communication  be- 
tween a  fmall  lake,  and  the  Ife-fiord.  This  cut  was  begun  in  1717,  by  command  of 
Frederic  the  Fourth,  to  prevent  the  inundations  of  the  lake  from  overflowing  the  royal 
eftates  ;  and  from  thence  the  place  was  called  Fredericfwerk.  It  was  finiflied  in  1720, 
but  the  foil  being  a  light-fand,  and  the  banks  cut  perpendicularly,  they  fell  down  and 
choaked  the  canal  for  a  fpace  of  500  feet.  The  General  found  it  therefore  neceflary  to 
new  form  the  canal.  He  cut  through  fcveral  parts  above  70  feet  in  depth,  floped  the 
banks,  covered  them  with  earth,  and  in  feme  places  with  fea-weed,  faftened  by  branches 
of  fir,  to  prevent  the  fand  from  being  drifted  away.  He  then  planted  the  flopes  with 
willows,  alders,  elm,  and  oak,  whicii  he  was  obliged  to  water  every  day  for  a  year. 
By  thefe  means  the  plants  throve,  and  nowclothe  the  high  banks  to  the  edge  of  the  water. 
In  the  fame  manner  he  planted  the  adjacent  country  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  miles, 
which  was  either  a  morafs,  or  covered  with  drifted  fand.  Frederic  the  Fourth  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  fertilize  this  wafle ;  for  when  he  thought  he  had  fucceeded,  the  fand 
in  one  year  covered  many  miles,  in  fome  places,  to  the  aftonifhing  height  of  eighty 
feet.  General  Clauflen  however  has  fucceeded,  and  has  fliewn  that  ingenuity  is  of 
more  avail  than  abfolute  power.  By  fixing  the  fea-weed  into  the  ground  with  fir 
branches,  he  rendered  the  foil  ftable,  and  fertilized,  at  great  labour  and  expence,  a  de- 
fert  of  feveral  miles.  Thus  a  trat^  of  country,  which  before  only  fed  two-and- thirty 
cows,  now  yields,  befides  a  large  quantity  of  fire-wood,  in  a  favourable  feafon,  above 
five  hundred  loads  of  hay. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  cut,  we   turned  into  another  canal,  formed  entirely  by 
the   General  ;    it    was    made    through    quicki'ands,    and    the   banks    likewife    Hoped 
and   planted.       He   employs  at  prefent  only    three  hundred   and    forty    men.       All 
the  workmen  are  his  own  peafants,  who  of  courfe  labour  at  a  reduced  price.     He 
has  built  for  their  habitation  rows  of  houfes,  with  rude  flones  wafhed  with  ftucco, 
made  froni  equal  quantities  of  the  pounded  fcoria  of  iron,    quicklime,  and  chalk, 
and  has  found  from  experience  that  it   is  extremely  durable.     His  works   confift  of 
a  foundery  for  cannon  and    balls,  and  for   making   falt-petre  and  gunpowder,  with 
bake-houfes  and  breweries.     He  boafted,  that  in  1772  he  furnifhed  the  army  of  Nor- 
way with  artillery  in  three  months;  and  at  two  months  notice  he  could  fupply  a  fifty 
gun  (hip  with  all  her  artillery,  ammunition^   and  military  (tores.      In  fliewing  us  his 
works,  he  laid  claim  to  many  new  inventions.     He  faws  and  polifhes  cannon,  by  a  mill 
fo  contrived  as  to  anfwer  various  purpofes  ;  he  faws  off  the  wafte  pieces  of  copper  from 
the  cad  cannon,  which  operation  was  the  work  of  fixteen  men  for  three  days,  and  is  now 
performed  in  an  hour.     By  means  of  the  fame  mill,  and  a  kind  of  turning  machine, 
he  poliihcs  the  cannon  in  the  manner  of  turning,  which  ufed  to  be  done  by  the  tedious 
operation  of  filing.     He  has  invented  a  fimple  machine  to  twift  the  hot  iron  bars  for 
anchors  ;  a   mode  which  he  prefers  as  ftronger  and  better  than  the  ufual  method  of 
hammering  the  bars  together.     In  his  powder-mills  he  ufes  copper  mortars,  as  much 
fafer  than  thofe  of  wood,  which  are  apt  to  become  dry,  and  harbour  the  powder  in  the 
fmall  crevices.     He  employs  two  ranges  of  mortars  in  each  row,  or  fixty-four  in  each 

I  powder* 
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powder-mill,  wherein  only  twenty  are  generally  ufed,  and  beats  only  ten  pounds  of 
powder  with  each  mortar.  The  expence  of  copper  mortars  is  confiderable,  as  each 
cofts  20I. :  but  the  mills  are  lefs  liable  to  accident,  and  if  blown  up,  the  mortars  are  again 
recovered. 

On  taking  leave,  the  general  preffed  us  much  to  dine  with  him  ;  but  we  excufed  our- 
felves,  being  under  the  neceffity  of  reaching  Elfinore,  and  engaged  to  dine  the  next 
day  with  Mr.  De  Conig.  In  our  way  to  Elfmore,  we  (lopped  at  a  fmall  village,  and 
expefled  to  hud  but  fcanty  fare  for  our  dinner  ;  but  were  agreeably  furprized  at  feeing 
the  table  covered  with  fome  cold  provifion,  and  four  bottles  of  tokay,  which  the  general 
had  fecretly  ordered  his  houfekeeper  to  deliver  to  our  fervants. 

Chap.  VII. — JJJand  of  Hum. — Memoirs  of  Tycho  Brahe. 

FOR  the  purpofe  of  vifiting  the  fmall  ifle  of  Huen,  celebrated  for  the  refidence  of 
Tycho  Brahe,  we  embarked  at  See  Lull  on  board  a  hve-oared  boat  belonging  to  Count 
Shimmelman,  and  landed  in  two  hours  and  an  half 

Huen  lies  fix  Englifli  miles  from  the  coaft  of  Zealand,  and  three  from  that  of  Swe- 
den, nine  from  Elfmore,  and  fourteen  from  Copenhagen.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Danes,  but  was  ceded  to  the  Swedes  at  the  peace  of  Rofchild  in  1658. 

This  little  ifland  is  fix  miles  in  circumference,  contains  a  fcattered  village,  one  church, 
which  is  a  pretty  objefl;  on  the  north-weft  coaft,  about  fifty  houfes,  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty  inhabitants.  It  produces  hay,  and  every  fpecies  of  corn,  more  than  fuflicient 
for  interior  confumption.  The  inhabitants  maintain  two  hundred  horfes,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  cows,  four  hundred  flieep,  and  the  fame  number  of  fwine.  The  ifland  pays,  in 
quit- rent  and  taxes  to  the  King,  about  150I. 

We  landed  on  the  fouth-weit  part  in  a  fmall  bay,  juft  below  the  place  where  a  ftream, 
fupplied  by  numei-ous  pools  and  fifh-ponds,  falls  into  the  fea.  We  afcended  the  fhore, 
which  is  cloathed  with  fliort  herbage,  croffed  the  ftream,  and  paffed  over  a  gently  waving 
furface  gradually  Hoping  towards  the  fea,  and  walked  a  mile  to  a  farm-houfe  ftanding  in 
the  middle  of  the  ifland,  inhabited  by  Mr.  Schaw,  a  Swedifli  gentleman,  to  whom  the 
greater  part  of  the  ifland  belongs.  He  lives  here  in  fummer,  but  in  winter  refides  at 
Landfcrona.  This  dwelling  is  the  fame  as  exifted  in  Tycho  Brahe's  time,  and  was  the 
^farm-houfe  belonging  to  his  eftate.  A  guide,  whom  we  obtained  from  Mr.  Schaw, 
conducted  us  to  the  remains  of  Tycho's  manfion,  which  are  near  the  houfe,  and  con- 
fift  of  little  more  than  a  mound  of  earth  which  inclofed  the  garden,  and  two  pits,  the 
fites  of  his  manfion  and  obfervatory.  From  this  delightful  fpot,  the  higheft  point  in  the 
ifland,  we  enjoyed  a  noble  profped: ;  on  one  fide,  the  coaft  of  Zealand,  ftretching  from 
Copenhagen  to  Elfinore ;  the  fhores  gently  floping,  embrowned  to  the  margin  of  the 
water  with  rich  wood,  and  beautifully  fprinkled  with  villages  and  villas ;  on  the  other 
fide,  we  traced  the  rocky  and  almoft  naked  clifls  of  Sweden,  ornamented  with  the  dif- 
tant  fpires  of  Landfcrona,  Lund,  Malmoe,  and  Helfingborg,  and  to  the  north  a  bound- 
lefs  expanfe  of  ocean,  its  undulating  furface  covered  with  innumerable  veflels  failing  in 
all  directions.  A  few  anecdotes  of  the  Danifli  aftronomcr,  who  has  rendered  this  httle 
ifland  remarkable  in  the  hiflory  of  literature,  will  not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader  *. 

•  For  the  life  of  Brahe,  I  hare  confulted  chiefly  GalTendiis's  Equitis  Dani  Tychonis  Brahe  Aflrononim 
Corypliii  vita  ;  JofTenus  de  vita  et  mor.  Tych.  Bia.  Orat.  Fiinebris;  and  Hoffman's  Portraits  Hift.  des 
Horames  Illuf.  de  Danncmarc,  article  Brahe. 

Tycho 
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Tycho  Brahe,  defcended  from  a  noble  and  illuflrious  Danifli  family,  was  born  in  1 1^46 
atKnudftorp,  a  fraall  lordfliip  nearHelfinborg  in  Scania.  Ilis  father,  Otto  Bralic,  having 
a  large  family,  Tycho  was  educated  under  the  care  and  at  the  expence  of  his  uucle 
George  Brahe,  who,  having  no  children,  adopted  him  as  his  heir.  Finding  his  nephew 
a  boy  of  a  lively  capacity,  and  inclined  to  iludy,  Tycho  was  inflrudled  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  unknown  to  his  father,  who  cpnfulered  literature  as  inglorious,  and  was  defirous 
that  all  his  fons  fliould  follow  the  profeffion  of  arms. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age,  Tycho  was  removed  to  the  academy  of  Copenhatren  • 
and  was  cafually  incited  to  the  ftudy  of  aftronomy  by  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  aill  of  Auguft,  1560,  He  had  for  fome  time  examined  the  aftrological 
diaries  or  almanacks,  which  pretended  to  predict  future  events  from  the  infpeftion  of 
the  Itars ;  but  when  he  obferved  that  the  eclipfe  happened  at  the  precife  time  at  which 
it  was  foretold,  his  admiration  was  loft  in  aftonifliment ;  and  he  confidered  that  fcience 
as  divine,  which  could  fo  thoroughly  defcribe  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
and  foretel  their  relative  pofitions.  From  that  moment  he  devoted  himfelf  to  aftro- 
Romy. 

In  1562  he  was  fent  to  Leipfic  for  the  purpofe  of  ftuciying  civil  law ;  but  gave  to  the 
law  only  thofe  hours  which  his  tutor's  importunity  wrelted  from  him,  devotino-  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  to  his  favourite  fcience ;  and  as  his  tutor  continually  remon- 
ftrated  againft  thofe  ftudies  which  diverted  his  attention  from  the  law,  he  conceived  an 
unconquerable  difguft  for  that  profeilion,  and  moi'e  afliduouily,  though  fecretly,  conti- 
nued his  aftronomical  purfuits.  For  this  purpofe  he  expended  his  pocket  monef  in  the 
purchafe  of  aftronomical  books,  and  having  obtained  a  fmall  celeftial  globe,  took  the 
opportunity,  while  his  preceptor  was  in  bed,  of  examining  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  a  month,  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  all  the  ftars  which  appeared 
above  the  horizon.  Infpired  with  the  fame  ardent  zeal  in  purfuit  of  his  favourite 
fcience,  he  learned  mathematics  without  a  mafter,  and  invented  feveral  mathematical  in- 
ftruments. 

Having  pafled  three  years  at  Leipfic,  he  was  preparing  to  purfue  his  travels  through 
Germany  ;  but  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  returned  to  his  native  country,  to  fuperintend 
the  eftates,  which  he  largely  inherited.  Inftead  of  finding  himfelf  encouraged  and 
efteemed  for  his  wonderful  progrefs  in  aftronomy,  he  was  treated  with  contempt  by  his 
relations  and  acquaintance  for  his  purfuit  of  a  fcience  which  they  confidered  as  de- 
grading. Difgulted  at  their  behaviour,  he  fettled  his  aflairs,  haftened  his  departure 
from  a  country  wherein  he  met  with  repeated  mortifications,  and  before  a  year  had 
elapfed  fet  out  on  his  travels.  He  proceeded  to  Wittenberg,  and  afterwards  to  Roftoc, 
where  an  accident  happened  which  nearly  occafioned  his  death. 

Being  invited  to  a  wedding  feaft,  he  had  a  difpute  with  a  Danifti  nobleman  relative  to 
fome  fubjecl  in  mathematics  ;  and  as  they  were  both  of  choleric  difpofitions,  the  difpute 
ended  in  a  duel.  In  the  conflict  part  of  Tycho's  nofe  was  cut  off".  To  remedy  this  de- 
fecL,  he  contrived  a  faditious  nofe  of  gold  and  filver,  which  he  faftened  bv  means  of  a 
glue,  fo  artfully  formed,  it  is  faid,  as  to  bear  the  appearance  of  nature,  and  to  deceive 
many  who  were  not  acquainted  with  his  lois. 

From  Roftoc  Tycho  continued  his  travels,  and  profecuted  his  ftudies  in  the  principal 
towns  of  Germany  and  Italy,  particularly  at  Auglliurgh,  where  he  formed  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  celebrated  Peter  Ramus.  He  invented  and  improved  various  mathemati- 
cal inftruments,  gave  the  plan  cf  an  obfcrvatory,  which  was  conftrufted  at  the  expence 
of  theburgomafterPaulHainzcll,  and  formed  a  feries  of  aftronomical  obfervations,  which 
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aftoniflied  and  furpafled  all  who  had  hitherto  been  confidered  as  the  greatefl:  proficients 
in  the  fcience. 

On  his  return  to  Copenhagen,  in  i  kjo,  he  was  difgufted  with  the  ceremonies  of  the 
court ;  and  being  importuned  with  innumerable  vifits,  removed  to  Herrltzvold,  near 
Knudftorp,  the  feat  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Steno  Bille,  who  alone  of  all  his  relations 
encouraged  him  to  perfevere  in  his  aftrouomical  labours,  and  configned  to  him  a  com- 
modious apartment,  and  a  convenient  place  for  the  conlhuQion  of  an  cbfervatory  and 
laboratory. 

During  his  refidence  with  his  uncle,  Tycho,  befides  his  aflronomical  refearches,  fol- 
lowed with  no  lefs  zeal  the  fludy  of  chymidry,  or  rather  of  alchymy,  from  the  chime- 
rical view  of  obtaining  the  philofopher's  ftone,  that  he  might  amafs  fuflicient  riches  to 
fettle  in  fome  foreign  country,  where  he  might  not  be  under  the  neceffity  of  appearing 
at  court,  or  being  interrupted  in  his  ftudies  by  vifitors. 

But  neither  philofophy,  nor  the  unwearied  zeal  with  which  he  profecuted  his  ftudics, 
could  exempt  him  from  the  paffion  of  love.  Being  a  great  admirer  of  the  fair  fex,  he 
conceived  a  violent  inclination  for  Chriflina,  a  beautiful  country  girl,  the  daughter  of  a 
neighbouring  peafant,  and  alienated  his  family  by  efpoufing  her.  Love  is  ingenious  in 
devifmg  excufes.  Our  philofopher  juftified  the  choice  of  his  heart,  and  gave  many 
whimfical  reafons  for  preferring  a  woman  of  low  birth.  He  dreaded  a  wife  who  might 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  frequenting  the  court,  a  life  to  him  moll  deteftable;  he  there- 
fore preferred  one  whofe  fituatlon  precluded  her  from  what  he  ftyles  a  painful  honour, 
who,  grateful  to  her  benefactor,  would  be  dependent  on  himfeif  alone,  would  be  happy 
to  accompany  him  in  his  travels,  would  conlider  a  fubferviency  to  his  inclinations  as  a 
duty,  and  not  objeft  to  his  continued  application.  Whatever  effed  thefe  reafons  might 
have  in  inducing  our  philofopher  to  marry,  yet  they  had  none  on  a  proud  family,  who 
conceived  themi'elves  difgraced  by  Tycho's  mif-alliance,  and  refufed  to  hold  any  inter- 
courfe  with  him,  until  Frederic  the  Second  commanded  them  to  be  reconciled.  Tycho 
feems  not  to  have  repented  of  his  choice  ;  but  ever  found  in  his  beloved  Chriltina  a  grate- 
ful companion  and  an  obedient  wife. 

About  this  period  he  firft  appeared  as  a  public  teacher,  and  read  leflures  on  agro- 
nomy at  Copenhagen,  by  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  King.  He  explained  the  theorv  of 
the  planets,  and  preceded  his  explanation  by  a  learned  oration  on  the  hiftory  and  excel- 
lency of  afliipnomy  and  the  fifterfciences,  with  fome  remarks  in  favour  of  judicial  aflro- 
logy,  a  fludy  as  congenial  to  the  times  as  to  the  inclinations  of  our  philofopher. 

Offended  with  his  relations,  and  difgufted  with  his  countrymen,  he  had  long  deter- 
mined  to  quit  Denmark,  and  fettle  abroad.  After  travelling  through  Germany  and 
Italy,  he  at  length  fixed  on  Bafle,  to  the  choice  of  which  ph\ce  he  was  influenced  bv  the 
wholefomenefs  of  the  air,  the  chcapnefs  of  living,  and  the  celebrity  of  the  univerfity-,  from 
whence  he  might  hold  an  eafy  correfpondence  with  the  aftronomers  of  France,  Ger- 
many, and  r.aly. 

On  his  return  to  Denmark,  he  was  preparing  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  to  tranfport  his 
library  and  aflronomical  apparatus,  but  was  prevented  from  carrrying  his  defign  into 
execution  by  an  unexpected  fummons  from  the  King.  Frederic,  fecretly  apprifed  of 
his  intendons,  was  unwilling  that  Denmark  ihould  be  deprived  ot  fo  great  an  ornament, 
kindly  embraced  him,  offered  his  protedion,  prefented  him  with  the  ifland  of  Huen, 
and  promifed  to  ereft  the  buildings  and  apparatus  neceflary  for  his  purfuits.  He  alfo 
fettled  on  hirn  a  penfion  of  looo  crowns  a  year,  and  gave  him  a  canonry  of  Rofkild 
worth  not  lefs  than  soco  crowns. 

12  Tychoy 
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Tycho,  tranfported  at  this  indance  of  his  fovcreign's  liberality,  did  not  hefitate  accept- 
ing the  oIFsr.  He  repaired  to  the  ifle  of  Huen,  and  on  the  8th  of  Augufl,  1576,  was 
prefent  at  laying  the  firfl;  ftone  of  a  magnificent  houfe,  which  he  afterwards  called  Ura- 
nienburgh,  or  the  Caftle  of  the  Heavens.  It  was  a  building  of  fixty  feet  fquare,  con- 
taining a  large  fuite  of  apartments,  an  obfervatory,  and  a  fubterraneous  laboratory  ;  and 
although  the  King  fupplicd  100,000  *  rix-doliars,  Tycho  Brahe  did  not  expend  lefs  than 
the  fame  fum.  lie  afterwards  conftructed  a  detached  building  for  his  obfervatory, 
which  he  called  Stiernberg,  or  the  Mountain  of  the  Stars  f. 

In  this  retreat  T)xho  Brahe  pafl'ed  twenty  years,  and  greatly  improved  the  fcience  of 
aftronomy  by  the  diligence  and  exadnefs  of  his  obfervations.  He  maintained  feveral 
fcholars  for  the  purpofe  of  inftruifling  them  in  geometry  and  aftronomy ;  feme  of  whom 
were  fent  at  the  expence  of  the  King ;  others,  who  voluntarily  offered  theinfelves,  he 
received  and  fupported  at  his  own  charge. 

He  did  not,  however,  pafs  the  life  of  an  anchorite  or  a  reclufe  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
lived  in  a  fumptuous  manner,  kept  an  open  houfe  v/ith  unbounded  hofpitality,  enter- 
tained and  received  all  perfons,  who  flocked  in  crov/ds  to  vifit  the  iiland,  and  pay  their 
refpefts  to  an  afl;ronomer  of  his  renown. 

During  his  refidence  in  this  ifland,  he  received  numerous  vifits  from  perfons  of  the 
higheft  rank,  particularly  from  Ulric  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh,  in  company  with  his 
daughter  Sophia  Queen  of  Denmark ;  William,  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  whofe  cor- 
refpondence  with  Brahe  on  agronomical  fubjedls  has  been  given  to  the  public,  and  who 
had  fhewu  himfelf  a  conftant  patron  to  the  Danifli  aftronomer. 

In  1590  Tycho  was  honoured  with  a  vifit  from  James  King  of  Scotland,  afterwards 
King  of  England,  when  that  monarch  repaired  to  the  court  of  Copenhagen  to  conclude 
his  marriage  with  the  Princefs  Anne,  and  remained  eight  days  at  Uranienburgh.  On 
retiring,  the  King  prefented  the  aftronomer  with  a  magnificent  prefent,  and  afterwards 
accompanied  his  royal  licence  for  the  publication  of  his  w'orks,  with  this  flattering  tefti- 
"niony  of  his  abilities  and  learning:  "  Nor  am  I  acquainted  with  thefe  things  from  the 
relation  of  others,  or  from  a  mere  perufal  of  your  works  ;  but  I  have  feen  them  with 
my  own  eyes,  and  heard  them  with  my  own  eai's,  in  your  refidence  at  Uranienburgh, 
during  the  various  learned  and  agreeable  converfations  which  I  there  held  with  you, 
which  even  now  alfefl:  my  mind  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  It  is  difficult  to  decide,  whether  I 
recollect  them  with  greater  pleafure  or  admiration  ;  as  I  now  willingly  teftify  by  this  li- 
cence to  prefent  and  future  genei-atlons*,  &c." 

His  Majefty  alfo  compofed,  in  honour  of  the  Danifli  aftronomer,  forae  Latin  verfes, 
more  expreflive  of  efteem  and  admiration,  than  remarkable  for  claflic  elegance. 

In  1 592  Tycho  was  honoured  with  a  vifit  from  his  own  fovereign,  Chriftlan  the  Fourth, 
then  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  who  continued,  fome  days  at  Uranienburgh.  The 
King  fliewed  great  curiofity  in  examining  the  afl:ronomical  and  chymical  apparatus,  ex- 
prelTed  the  higheft  fatlsfadlon  in  receiving  explanations,  propofed  various  quefl:ions  on 
feveral  points  of  mathematics  and  mechanics,  to  which  His  Majefty  was  attached,  and 
particularly  on  the  principles  of  foriificatlon,  and  the  conltructlon  of  fliips.  He  was 
alfo  highly  delighted  with  a  gilt  tin  globe,  which  reprefented  the  face  of  the  heavens, 

*    2O,000l. 

f  A  plancf  tlie  iiland,  and  a  curious  engraving  of  iliefe  buildings  and  of  the  garden,  is  to  be  found  ia 
Portraits  Hilloriques  des  Hommes  ilUiftres  de  Dannemarc,  under  the  article  Tycho  Brahe.  An  engra\iiig 
of  Uranienburgh  is  inferted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  November  lyb'y,  with  explanations  exa^Itly 
Similar  to  the  engravings  and  explanations  in  the  Portraits  Hiftoriques,  excepting  that  Stiernberg  is 
emitted. 
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and  being  turned  on  its  axis,  fliewed  the  rifmg  and  fetting  of  the  fun,  together  with  the 
motions  of  the  planets  and  heavenly  bodies  ;  a  wonderful  contrivance  for  that  age. 
Tycho,  obferving  the  delight  of  the  young  King,  prefentcd  this  machine  to  His  Majeity, 
who  accepted  it,  gave  him  in  return  a  gold  chain,  and  affured  him  of  his  unalterable  pro- 
tedlion  and  attachment. 

Notwithflanding,  however,  thefe  aflurances,  the  King's  youth  was  worked  upon  by 
thofe  courtiers  who  were  envious  of  the  aitronomer's  merit,  or  who  had  been  oifended 
by  the  violence  of  his  temper,  and  the  feverity  of  his  fatire,  and  under  various  pre- 
tences prevailed  on  Chriftian  to  deprive  him  of  his  penfion,  and  the  canonry  of 
Rofkild. 

Tycho,  thus  deprived  of  the  means  to  fupport  the  great  expences  of  his  eftablifliment 
at  Uranienburgh,  quitted  with  chagrin  his  favourite  refidence,  and  repaired  to  his  houfe 
at  Copenhagen,  where  he  waited  tor  an  opportunity  to  retire  from  his  native  country. 
Having  tranfported  from  Uranienburgh  all  the  inftruments  and  apparatus  which  could 
be  removed,  he  departed  from  Copenhagen  with  his  wife  and  family,  landed  at  Roitoc, 
and  remained  a  year  at  Wanibeck  with  his  learned  friend  Henry  Rantzau. 

Having  dedicated  a  treatife  on  aftronomy  to  the  Emperor  Rhodolph  the  Second,  he 
accepted  a  flattering  invitation  from  that  monarch,  and  repaired  to  Prague  in  1599. 
The  Emperor  received  him  in  the  kindeft  and  moil  honourable  manner,  built  for  him  an 
obfervatory  and  laboratory,  fettled  on  him  an  ample  penfion,  and  treated  him  with  the 
highefl  marks  of  deference  and  refpeft. 

In  the  fervice  of  Rhodolph  he  paffed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  but  did  not  live  long 
to  enjoy  his  proteftion.  He  had  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health  till  the  year  previous  to 
his  death,  when  his  confiitution,  fomewhat  weakened  by  intenfe  application,  was  ftill 
farther  fliattered  by  the  chagrin  occafioned  by  his  removal  from  Uranienburgh.  At 
that  period  he  began  to  experience  fymptoms  of  complaints  which  announced  his  ap- 
proaching dilTolution,  but  which  he  concealed  as  much  as  poffible  from  his  friends.  He 
was  reduced,  however,  to  fo  low  a  flate,  as  to  be  affefted  with  the  moll  trifling  circum- 
ilances,  which  he  confidered  as  pi'odigies,  and  v.'ould  frequently  interrupt  his  fallies  of  wit 
\v;ith  fudden  refleftions  on  death. 

The  immediate  caufe  of  his  deceafe  was  a  flrangury,  which  being  attended  with  the 
moil:  excruciating  torments,  brought  on  a  violent  fever,  and  a  temporary  delirium;  in 
the  midil  of  which  he  was  heard  repeatedly  to  cry  out,  "  Ne  fruitra  vixifl'e  videarf." 
The  delirium  at  length  fubfiding,  he  became  compofed,  and  recovered  his  fenfes  ;  but 
from  his  extreme  weaknefs,  perceived  that  he  had  not  many  hours  to  live.  Accordingly 
he  gave  orders  with  the  utmoil  coolnefs  and  refignation,  amufed  himfelf  with  compofmg 
an  extempore  copy  of  verfes,  fung  various  hymns,  ofiered  up  prayers  and  fupplications 
to  the  Supreme  Being,  reconunended  to  his  family  and  friends  piety  and  refignation  to 
the  divine  will,  exhorted  his  pupils  to  perfevere  in  their  lludies,  and  converfed  with 
Kepler  on  the  abftrufe  parts  of  allronomy.  Thus,  amidft  prayers,  exhortations,  and 
literary  converfation,  he  expired  fo  peaceably,  that  he  was  neither  heard  nor  feenf.  by 
any  of  thofe  who  were  prei'ent,  to  breathe  hislaft.  Ele  died  in  Odober  1601,  in  the 
fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  enlightened  aflronomer  was  fo  affefted  with  the  rage  of 
fyflem-making,  as  to  rcjcft  the  fimplc  and  beautiful  fyffem  of  Copernicus,  efl.abli(hed 
by  the  nioft  incontrovertible  proofs,  and  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  ablurdities  of  the 


*  That  I  may  not  feem  to  have  lived  in  vain. 

f  Tarn  tranquiUe  ut  nee  deficcrc  nee  viTus  fit  nee  auditus.         Oratio  Funebris,  p,  27. 
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Ptolemaic  Iiypothefis.  He  was,  indeed,  too  well  acquainted  with  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  fun  was  ilie  centre  of  the  fyilcin  ;  and 
though  ftruck  with  the  fimplicity  and  harmony  of  that  of  Pythagoras,  revived  by  Co- 
pernicus, yet  out  of  refpefl:  for  feveral  paffages  of  fcripture,  he  abfurdiv  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  (what  were  never  intended  to  be  reconciled)  his  learning  with  his  faith.  He 
rejeQed  the  diurnal  rotation  of  the  earth  on  its  own  axis ;  fuppofed  that  the  earth  was 
quiefcent ;  that  the  fun,  with  all  the  planets,  was  carried  about  the  earth  in  the  fpace  of 
a  year ;  and  that  the  planets,  by  their  proper  motions,  revolved  round  the  fun  in  their 
feveral  periods:  thus  retaining  the  molt  abfurd  part  of  the  Ptolemaic  hypothefis,  which 
niakes  the  whole  planetary  fyftem  revolve  round  the  earth  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours. 

Tycho,  indeed,  was  fo  bigotted  to  his  own  hypothefis,  even  in  his  laft  moments,  as  to 
defire  his  favourite  fcholar,  the  great  Kepler,  to  follow  his  fyftem  rather  than  that  of 
Copernicus. 

If  we  were  to  eflimate  the  merits  of  Tycho  Brahe  as  an  aflronomer,  we  fhould  com- 
pare the  fcience  as  he  left  it  with  the  ftate  in  which  he  found  it.  His  great  merit  con- 
lifted  in  his  inventions  and  improvements  of  mathematical  inftruments,  and  in  the  di- 
ligence and  exaclnefs  with  which  he  made  aftrononiical  obfervations  for  a  feries  of 
years.  As  his  inftruments  were  remarkably  good,  he  compofed  a  catalogue  of  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-feven  fixed  ftars,  obferved  by  himfelf,  with  an  accuracy  unknown 
to  former  aftronomcrs  ;  he  difcovered  the  refradion  of  the  air,  demonftrated,  contrary 
to  the  prevailing  opinion  of  thcfe  times,  that  the  comets  were  higher  than  the  moon, 
and  from  his  obfervations  on  the  moon  and  planets,  the  theories  of  their  motions  were 
afterwards  corre£led  and  improved  *.  He  was  the  firft  who  compofed  a  table  of  re- 
fraftions,  and  fhewed  their  ufe  in  aftronomy.  Such  is  the  reputation  of  Tycho  Brahe, 
for  his  great  proficiency  in  that  fcience,  that  Coftard,  in  the  Hiftory  of  Aftronomy,  has 
fixed  on  his  name  for  the  beginning  of  a  new  period. 

He  embraced  a  large  circle  of  the  arts  and  fciences.  He  cultivated  poetry,  and 
wrote  Latin  verfes,  not  without  fome  degree  of  clafilc  elegance.  He  drew  the  plan  for 
building  the  caftle  of  Cronborg,  and  iketched  the  defign  for  the  noble  maufoleum  of 
Frederic  the  Second,  which  was  executed  in  Italy,  and  is  erected  in  the  cathedral  of 
Rofldld;  He  dabbled  alfo  in  phyfic ;  was  fond  of  being  confulted,  and  gave  his  ad- 
vice and  medicines  gratis  ;  he  invented  an  elixir,  which  he  calls  an  infallible  cure  for 
epidemic  diforders,  of  which  he  publiflied  the  recipe  in  a  letter  to  the  Emperor  Rho- 
dolph. 

He  was  a  good  mechanic.  He  poflefled  feveral  automates,  took  great  delight  in 
fhewing  them  to  the  peafants,  and  was  gratified  if  they  were  confidered  as  fpirits. 
Tycho  was  no  lefs  fond  of  being  confulted  as  a  fortune-teller,  and  willingly  encouraged 
an  opinion,  that  his  knowledge  of  the  heavenly  bodies  enabled  him  to  obferve  horo- 
fcopes,  and  foretel  events.  Traditional  fables  of  his  prediftions  have  been  handed 
down  to  pofterity,  which  fhew  his  pronenefs  to  judicial  aftrology,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
thofe  who  believed  his  predictions. 

At  Uranienburgh  Tycho  Brahe  had  feveral  contrivances  calculated  to  deceive  and 
aftonifh  thofe  who  came  to  vifit  and  confult  him.  Among  others,  feveral  bells,  com- 
municated with  tlie  rooms  in  the  upper  ftory,  inhabited  by  his  fcholars,  the  handles  of 
which  were  concealed  in  his  own  apartments.  Frequently,  when  company  was  with 
him,  he  would  pretend  to  want  fomething,  and  having  fecretly  pulled  the  bell,  would 

*  See  Bonnycaftle's  Introduftioii  to  Adronomy,  p.  61. 
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cry  out,  "  Come  hither,  Peter,"  "  Come  hither,  Chriftian,"  and  waspleafedto  obferve 
the  aftonllhment  of  the  company,  who,  not  hoarhig  the  bolls,  were  furpfized  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  perlbn  thus  fummoned. 

He  was  equally  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  chymiftry,  and  expended  as  much  on  the 
terreitrial  adronomy,  as  he  ftyles  It,  as  on  the  celeftial.  He  left,  indeed,  no  writings  on 
that  fcience,  although  he  intended  to  publifli  a  feledion  of  his  experiments,  made  with 
great  labour  and  expence  ;  yet  he  adds,  in  the  true  cant  of  alchymy,  "  On  confidera- 
tion,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  molt  illuft rious  as  well  as  the  molt  learned  men,  I  deem  it 
improper  to  unfold  the  fecrets  of  the  art  to  the  vulgar,  as  few  people  are  capable  of  ufmg 
its  myfleriesto  advantage,  and  without  detriment." 

His  foibles  were  as  prominent  as  his  virtues  and  capacity.  He  was  of  a  morofe  and 
unbending  difpofition,  indulged  himfelf  in  tv.-o  great  freedom  of  fpeech*  ;  but  while 
he  rallied  others  was  not  pleafed  to  be  rallied  himfelf. 

He  was  greatly  addicled  to  judicial  aftrology,  and  prone  to  credulity  and  fuperftition 
unbecoming  his  learning  and  judgment.  If  he  met  an  old  woman,  he  would  inftantly 
return  home,  and  confidered  an  hare  as  an  ill  omen.  At  Uranienburgh  he  had  a  fool, 
by  name  Sep,  who  was  accuftomed  during  dinner  to  Tit  at  his  feet,  and  whom  he  fed 
with  his  own  hand.  This  maiT  was  continually  uttering  incoherent  expreffions,  which 
Tycho  noted  down,  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  mind,  in  a  ftate  of  emotion,  was  capable 
of  predifting  future  events  ;  and  even  believed,  if  any  inhabitant  of  the  ifland  was  taken 
ill,  tjiat  this  idiot  could  predift  his  recovery  or  deceafe.  He  maintained,  that  the  cabala 
and  magic,  if  they  did  not  act  to  the  offence  of  God  or  man,  could  lay  open  many  abftrufe 
things  by  figures,  images,  and  marks. 

But  to  turn  from  the  unfavourable  to  the  brighter  parts  of  his  charafter,  we  may 
aflent  to  the  truth  of  the  eulogium  given  by  his  panegyrid:  ;  to  Tycho  Brahe  his  fludies 
were  life,  meditation  delight,  fcience  riches,  virtue  nobility,  and  religion  his  conflant 
guide  t« 

Chap.  Vlll. — Journey  through  the  IJle  of  Zealand. — Rojklld. — Cathedral—Sepulchres 
and  Characters  oftheDaniJh  So^vereigns,  Harald  Blaatand.—Sioeyn  II. — Margaret. — 
Chriftian  I.—Saxo-Grammaticus. — Royal  Sepulchres  at  RlngJied.—Pq/fage  acrofs  the 
Great  Belt. — I/Ie  of  Funen.  —  Oden/ee.— Tombs  and  Charaders  of  John  and  Chrijlian  II. 
— Paffage  acrofs  the  Little  Belt. — Journey  through  Slefwic'  and  Holjie'm. — Canal  of 
Kiel. — Eutin.  —  Lubec. — Travemunde. — General  Remarks  on  the  circular  Ranges  of 
Stoties  frequent  in  Sweden  and  Denmark. — Genealogical  Tables  of  the  Kings  of  Den- 
'viark. 

APRIL  5.  Quitting  Copenhagen  we  paffed  along  an  excellent  road,  through  a  well- 
eultivated  open  country,  to  Rofcild,  formerly  the  royal  refidence  and  metropolis  of  Den- 
mark. It  ftands  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Uefiord,  or  bay  of  lie ;  and  in  its  flourlfhing 
ftate,  was  of  great  extent,  comprizing  within  its  walls  twenty-feven  churches,  and  as 
many  convents  \  ;  but  the  prefent  circumference  is  fcarcely  half  an  Englifli  mile,  and  the 
population  only  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty  fouls ;  the  houfes  are  of  brick, 
and  have  a  neat  appearance. 

*  Nihil  fiilum;  niiiil  limulatum  in  ipfu;  fid  fcjphum  fcaphum  appellabat  ;  unde  omne  quod  fulliiiuit 
oJiuni — Or.  Fua.  269.  _  ■ 

f  Ipfi  viia  iludia  erant ;  ddicia;  vero  meditatio  ;  divitia:  fcientire  ;  virtus  nobilitas ;  religio  diredtio. — 
Oratio  Fiuiebria. 

t   Holberc>-    vol.  i.  p.  CiU. 
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The  only  remains  of  former  magnificence  are  the  ruins  of  a  palace,  and  the  cathedral, 
a  brick  building  with  two  fpires,  in  which  the  Kings  of  Denmark  are  interred,  and 
which,  according  to  an  infcription  in  the  choir,  was  founded*  by  Harald  VI.  who  is  ftyled 
King  of  Denmark,  England,  and  Norway.  Some  verfes,  in  barbarous  Latin,  obfcurely 
allude  to  the  principal  incidents  of  his  life ;  adding,  that  he  built  this  church,  and  died 
in  980  f.  Harald,  furnamed  Blaatand,  was  fon  of  Gormo  III.  called  the  Old,  and  the 
firlt  King  of  Denmark  who  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion.  His  name  occurs  in  the 
Saxon  Chronicles  as  one  of  the  invaders  of  England  in  the  tenth  century,  where  he 
eftabliflied  his  authoi-ity  over  the  kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  and  of  Northumbeidand. 
But  his  hiftory  is  fo  mixed  with  fable,  that  glaring  contradictions  appear  in  almoft  every 
incident.  He  loft  his  life  in  confequence  of  an  infurredion  headed  by  his  fon  Sweyn  ; 
but  whether  he  was  flain  in  battle,  or  by  the  rebel  party,  is  not  known. 

Harald  was  father  of  a  line  of  kings,  who  raifed  the  power  of  Denmark  to  the  higheft 
greatnefs.  His  fon,  Sweyn  I.,  is  well  known  in  our  annals  for  his  depredations  and  tri- 
butary exadlions ;  and  his  grandfon,  Canute  the  Great,  who  united  in  his  perfon  the 
crowns  of  England  and  Denmark,  was  the  moft  powerful  Prince  of  his  time.  The  im- 
mediate defcendants  of  Harald  Blaatand  died  and  were  buried  in  England;  and  his 
male  line  was  extinft  in  the  perfon  of  Hardicanute,  the  laft  fovereign  who  wore  the  two 
crowns. 

In  the  fame  cathedral  reft  the  remains  of  Sweyn  II.,  the  firft  of  a  line  of  fovereigns 
called  the  Middle  Race.  He  was  fon  of  Ulf,  governor  of  Denmark,  who  greatly  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  in  war,  by  Eftrida,  fifter  of  Canute  the  Great.  Ulf  being  put  to  death 
at  Rolkild,  by  order  of  Canute,  Sweyn  fled  into  Sweden,  and  on  the  death  of  Hardica- 
nute in  1042,  claimed  the  crown  of  Denmark  in  right  of  his  mother;  for  which  reafon 
he  is  generally  known  by  the  appellation  of  Sweyn  the  fon  of  Eftrida.  The  ftates,  how- 
ever, gave  the  preference  to  Magnus  the  Good,  King  of  Norway ;  but  on  his  death  in 
1047,  unanimoufly  elefted  Sweyn,  who,  by  his  abilities,  had  defervedhis  elevation.  In 
a  Ladn  infcription,  he  is  called  King  of  England,  as  well  as  of  Denmark  and  Norway  ; 
although  the  crown  of  England  had  been  reftored  to  the  Saxon  line  in  the  perfon  of 
Edward  the  Confeflbr,  and  was  afterwards  feized  by  William  the  Conqueror.  Sweyu 
fent  a  fleet  againft  England  to  afiert  his  right  to  the  throne,  as  a  lineal  defcenuant  from 
Canute  the  Great ;  but  his  troops  were  either  defeated  by  William,  or  obliged  to  eva- 
cuate the  ifland  through  the  treachery  of  his  brother.  Sweyn  is  defcribed  by  a  contem- 
porary hiilcrianl,  who  perfonally  knew  hiav,  as  a  Prince  polite  to  foreigners,  of  elegant 
manners,  and  great  literary  accomplilhments.  He  died  in  1074,  leaving  thirteen  fons 
and  two  daughters  ;  five  of  the  fons  fuccefflvely  filled  the  throne  of  Denmark  ;  and  his 
poltcrity,  in  the  male  line,  held  it  in  poflefiion  until  1387,  when  Valdemar  III.  dying 
without  male  iflue,  the  female  branch  fucceeded  ;  firft  in  the  perfon  of  OloftTI.,  fon  of 
the  celebrated  Margaret,  and  on  his  deceafe,  in  that  of  Margaret  herfelf,  whole  aflies 
are  aifo  interred  in  this  cathedral. 

The  fepulchre  of  this  remarkable  woman,  ftyled  the  Semiramis  of  the  North,  ftands. 
confpicuous  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  and  is  enclofed  within  a  baluflrade.  The  mo-- 
nument  is  of  Itone  painted  black,  and  on  it  lies  the  figure  of  the  Oueen  in  alabafter,  a' 

*  Little  of  the  original  buildinj  now  remains.     According  to  Holberg,  it  was  conllriided  of  wood,  and  '. 
afterwatds  built  with  ilone  in  the  reign  of  Canute. 

f  Funditus  hafce  Jovi  funnnio  tunc  condidit  ;edes, 
^        Pod  natale  Dei,  dum  fcriplimus  oftuaginta 
N'ongentos,  inernit  fcandere  celfa  poli. 
:{;  See  the  quotation  from  Adams  Bicmeu  in  Pontoppidan's  Mar.  Dan.  p.  2. 

■whoU 


33^  coxe's  travels  in  Denmark. 

whole  length,  and,  as  we  were  informed,  her  exaft  fize  when  alive.  An  Infcrlption  on 
the  tomb,  inllead  of  enlarging  in  long  fulfome  flatteries,  fuch  as  are  ufually  paid  to  fove- 
reigns,  records  the  time  of  her  death,  and  adds, "  it  was  raifed  at  the  expence  of  Eric  of  Po- 
merania,  in  memory  of  a  Princefs  whom  pofterity  could  never  fufficiently  honour  as  flie 
deferves."  Lefs  could  not  be  faid  of  a  perfonage  who  juflly  claims  our  refpeft  and  ve- 
neration, and  whofe  glorious  reign  has  fcai'cely  its  parallel  in  the  records  of  hillory. 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Valdemar  III.,  by  Hedwige  his  Queen,  was  born  in  1353  ;  and, 
if  we  may  credit  fome  Danifli  hiflorians,  owed  her  being  to  a  circumftance  as  fmgular 
as  her  life  was  illuftrious  and  eminent.  Valdemar,  returning  from  a  hunting  party, 
chanced  to  repair  to  the  caftle  of  Seborg,  where  he  had  confined  his  confort  Hedwige 
on  account  of  fome  ill-grounded  fufpicions.  .Being  pleafed  with  one  of  the  Queen's 
attendants,  he  propofed  an  interview;  the  woman  feigned  compliance,  but  fubllituted 
her  miitrefs  in  her  (lead,  and  Margaret  was  the  fruit  of  the  meeting  ;  which  has  led  a 
D.mifh  hiftorian  *  to  remark,  in  the  high  flyle  of  panegyric,  that  the  good  which  he  un- 
confciouily  performed  that  night  in  begetting  Margaret,  amply  compenfated  for  all  the 
evil  actions  of  his  life.  In  the  fixth  year  of  her  age  fhe  was  betrothed  to  Haquin,  King 
of  Norway,  fon  of  Magnus,  King  of  Sweden,  which  was  the  firft  flep  to  her  future  great- 
nefs.  This  marriage,  after  much  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  Swedes,  was  folemnized 
at  Copenhagen  in  1363,  when  flie  was  only  in  the  eleventh  year  of  her  age.  Margaret 
gave  lb  many  proois  of  her  prudence  and  courage  when  Haquin  loft  the  crown  of  Swe- 
den, as  induced  Valdemar  frequently  to  fay  of  her,  that  nature  intended  her  for  a  man, 
and  had  erred  in  making  her  a  womanf. 

On  the  demife  of  her  father  in  1375,  flie  had  the  addrefsto  obtain  the  elcftion  of  her 
fon  Oloff,  then  only  five  years  of  age,  in  preference  to  the  fon  of  her  eldeft  filter  Inge- 
burga;  and  on  the  death  of  Haquin,  fecured  his  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  Norway. 
Being  regent  during  Oloff's  minority,  her  adminiftration  was  fo  vigorous,  prudent,  and 
popular,  that,  on  his  premature  death  in  1385,  flae  was  chofen  Queen  by  the  ftates  of 
Denmark  ;  the  firfl:  inftance,  perhaps,  in  a  government  wholly  eleftive,  of  a  woman 
exalted  to  the  throne  by  the  free  and  unanimous  fuffrages  of  a  warlike  people.     With 
the  fame  addrels  flie  procured  the  crown  of  Norway  ;  and  was  equally  fuccefsful  in  gain- 
ing that  of  Sweden.     Albert  was  chofen  King,  and  might  have  preferved  his  power, 
had  it  not  been  his  fate  to  contend  with  fuch  a  rival  as  Margaret.     In  allufion  to  her 
fex,  he  flyled  her,  in  derifion,  the  King  in  petticoats  ;  flie  anfwered  his  reproach  by  ac- 
tions, not  by  words,  and  made  him  forely  repent  of  his  vaunts,  when  he  found  himfelf 
vvorfted  in  every  engagement ;  when  depofed  and  captive,  he  owed  his  life  to  the  cle- 
mency of  the  very  woman  whom  he  had  wantonly  infulted.     By  the  famous  union  of 
Calmar,  in  1397,  flie  united  the  three  Northern  kingdoms,  and  held  them  undivided 
during  her  reign,  notwithftanding  the  averfion  of  the  Swedes  to  the  Danifli  government. 
But  in  no  inftance  does  the  vigour  and  policy  of  her  conducl  appear  more  confpicuous 
-  than  from  this  confideration  ;  that  the  revolts  and  inteftine  convulfions,  which  continu- 
ally difl;urbed  the  reigns  of  the  fovereigns  who  immediately  preceded  and  followed  her, 
were  fubdued  during  her  whole  adminiltration.     This  internal  tranquillity,  more  glo- 
rious, though  lefs  fplendid,  than  her  warlike  atchievements,  and  which  was  unufual  in 
thofe  turbulent  times,  could  only  be  derived  from  the  commanding  afcendancy  of  her 
fuperior  genius.^ 

*  "  Regina  eadem  fui  man'ti  &  pellex,  &  uxor,  &  concublna.  Q^id  ad  hane  fcenam  Herculis  navitas 
aut  in  Alc.Tiense  fuiu  Jupiter  decumbens.  Saiic  autem  plus  e;\  node  Valdemarus  fecir.  boni  infcius  qukm  per 
onuicm  vitan:i  fciens  fecerat  mali  ;  qui  pvastioliffimam  vitam  donavit  orbi  tot  legnoium  compotem  futuram 
Margaretair.,  5<-  legem  tranigrcdiendo,  felicein  Daniam  efFecit."     Berengii  Flurus  Daiiicus,  p  506. 

f  PoiUaui  Hill.  Dan,  54^. 
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This  great  prlncers  died  fuddenly  on  the  27th  of  Oftober  141 2,  in  the  fixtleth  year 
of  her  age,  and,  if  we  include  the  period  of  her  regency,  in  the  30th  of  her  reign,  Icav- 
ing  to  her  fucceflbr  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  to  her  fubjefts  the 
regret  of  her  lofs,  by  the  experience  of  thofe  calamities  which  burft  upon  the  ftate  when 
the  fceptre  was  wielded  by  a  lefs  able  hand.  Her  remains  were  firfl;  depofitcd  at  Soroe, 
but  removed  to  this  cathedral  by  order  of  the  biihop  of  Rofkild*. 

All  the  fovereigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Oldenburgh,  which  ftill  poffefles  the  throne  of 
Denmark,  are  interred  in  the  cathedral  of  RoJkild,  excepting  John,  Chriftian  II.  and 
Frederic  I. 

Chriftian  I.  the  father  of  this  line,  lies  in  a  fmall  chapel  without  monument  or  in- 
fcription.  He  was  count  of  Oldenburgh,  and  owed  his  elevation,  as  well  to  his  lineal 
defcent  from  Eric  VII.  as  to  the  moderation  of  his  uncle  Adolphus,  Duke  of  Slefwick. 
On  the  death  of  Chrillopher  of  Bavaria  vvithout  iflue,  the  ftates  of  Denmark  offered  the 
throne  to  Adolphus,  as  the  nearefl:  in  blood  to  the  deceafed  monarch  ;  but  he  declin- 
ing it  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  they,  at  his  recommendation,  eleded  his  nephew 
Chriftian,  then  in  the  22d  year  of  his  age.  -  This  event  happened  in  1448  ;  and  in  the 
fame  year  he  obtained  the  throne  of  Norway,  in  right  of  his  defcent  from  one  of  their 
ancient  kings.  In  1558,  on  the  depofition  of  Charles  Canutfon,  he  received  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  but  wore  it  only  a  fliort  time,  as  well  through  his  own  inaftivity,  as  through 
the  averfion  of  the  Swedes  to  a  foreign  ruler.  Chrhtian  I.  reigned  three-and-twen'ty 
years,  a  fovereign  of  great  moderation  and  humanity  ;  whofe  qualities,  being  lefs  fhin- 
ing  than  folid,  were  more  adapted  to  the  interior  adminidralion  of  affairs,  than  to  the 
exploits  of  war.  He  is  juflly  characterized  by  an  hiftorian,  as  one  of  thofe  princes  who 
do  not  attraft  the  admiration  of  mankind,  yet  whom  Providence  never  bellows  on  a  na- 
tion but  as  a  fignal  mark  of  favour  f. 

The  fucceffors  of  Chriftian  I.  who  are  buried  in  the  fame  church,  feem  in  general  to 
have  inherited  his  pacific  qualities  ;  as  all,  except  Frederic  II.  and  V.  and  Chriftian  IV. 
were  princes  of  mild  and  temperate  difpofitions ;  patrons  of  the  arts  and  fciences  ra- 
ther than  enterprizing  in  arms  ;  who  yielded  to  others  the  palm  of  military  glory, 
and  for  the  molt  part  fhrunk  before  the  daring  fpirit  which  animated  the  rival  houfe  of 
Vafa. 

In  the  fame  chapel  are  the  tombs  of  Chriftian  III.  and  Frederic  II,  Their  fuperb 
monuments  executed  in  Italy,  at  the  expence  of  Chriflian  IV.  are  efteemed  mafter- 
pieces  of  fculpture.  The  ftatues  of  the  two  fovereigns  are  as  large  as  Ufe,  under  a  ca- 
nopy of  ftone,  fupported  by  Corinthian  pillars.  Several  figures  of  angels,  and  the  bafTo 
relievos  round  the  maufoleum  of  Frederic  II.  reprefenting  that  prince's  battles  are  much 
admired.  No  tomb  is  eredled  to  the  memory  of  Chriftian  IV.  juftly  called,  by  Wraxall 
the  Idol  of  Danifh  Hiftory  :  his  body  is  depofited  in  a  coffin  covered  with  velvet  orna' 
mented  with  filver  trophies,  efcutcheons,  and  angels  holding  crowns  of  laurel. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  other  fepulchres  of  the  royal  family,  moft  of 
which  are  loaded  with  infcriptions  of  great  length  ;  the  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  fur- 
ther information,  will  find  them  accurately  tranfcribed  in  Pontoppidan's  Marmora  Da- 
nica,  and  in  Travels  through  Denmark,  publifhed  in  1702. 

*  Hk  prtmumfipuhaJiJ  pojlej  per  Dom'mum  Pdrum  Eplfcopum  Rojhildenfim'oiolenter  tranjlata,  l^  RoJiMs 
fepulla.     Langebck,  torn.  iv.  p.  543. 

t   «  Plus  grand  aux  yeux  dc  la  faine  raifoa  qua  ceux  Ju  -vulgalre,  ilfut  pciit-clrt  un  de  ca  princes  que  les  ptu- 
pks  ne  louent  que  fo'ihlement ,  metis  que  k  del  nc  leur  accord:  que  qiiand  il  veut  leur prouver /on  amour."     Mallet 
Hift.  de  Dan.  torn.  ii.  \>  ,  9J.  ' 
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The  annexed  genealogical  tables  trace  in  regular  defcent  the  Kings  of  Denmark, 
from  Harald  Blaatand  to  the  prefent  fovereign. 

In  addition  to  thel'e  royal  fepulchres,  I  (hall  mention  that  of  Saxo-Grammaticus,  the 
mod  ancient  hiltorian  of  Denmark. 

Saxo,  defcended  from  an  illuflrious  Danifli  *  family,  was  born  about  the  middle  of 
the  twelfth  century  f,  and,  on  account  of  his  uncommon  learning,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Grammaticus.  He  was  provoll  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Rofkild,  and  warmly 
patronized  by  the  learned  and  warlike  Abfalon,  the  celebrated  archbifhop  of  Lunden, 
at  whofe  inftigation  he  wrote  the  hiftory  of  Denmark.  His  epitaph,  a  dry  panegyric 
in  bad  Latin  verfes,  gives  no  account  of  the  asra  of  his  death,  which  happened,  accord- 
ing to  Stephens,  in  1204.  His  hiftory,  confifting  of  fixteen  books,  begins  from  the 
earlieft  sera  of  the  Danifh  annals,  and  concludes  with  the  year  1 1 86.  According  to  the 
opinion  of  an  accurate  writer  |,  the  firft  part,  which  relates  to  the  origin  of  the  Danes, 
and  the  reigns  of  the  ancient  kings,  is  full  of  fables  ;  but  the  eight  lad  books,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  which  regard  the  events  of  his  own  limes,  deferve  the  utmofl;  credit.  He 
wrote  in  Latin,  and  the  flyle,  if  we  confider  the  barbarous  age  in  which  he  flourifhed, 
is  in  general  extremely  elegant,  but  rather  too  poetical  for  hiltory  §. 

After  having  fatisfied  our  curiofity  in  examining  the  tombs  of  Rofkild,  we  continued 
our  journey,  and  palled  the  night  at  Ringfted,  a  fmall,  but  neat,  town,  fituated  almofh 
in  the  centre  of  the  ifland  :  according  to  iome  antiquaries,  it  was  built  by  Sigurd  Ring, 
King  of  Denmark,  who  reigned  in  the  7th  century  ;  but  this  notion  feems  merely  found- 
ed on  the  fimilarity  of  the  name.  The  church,  which  is  efleemed  the  mofl  ancient 
Chriflian  temple  in  Denmark,  is  a  brick  building,  with  two  low  fquare  towers.  Within, 
feveral  Danifh  Kings  of  the  Houfe  of  Sweyn  II.  are  interred.  The  tombs  are  much 
more  fimple  than  thofe  at  Rofkild  ;  being  generally  plain  flabs  level  with  the  pavement, 
exhibiting  figures  in  armour  carved  on  plates  of  brafs,  or  on  the  naked  ftone,  with  Latin 
infcriptions,  moftly  effaced  by  time.  A  few  of  the  fepulchres,  which  are  fomewhat  more 
modern,  are  raifed  in  the  fhape  of  coffins.  The  firlt  fovereign  buried  in  this  church  is 
Waldemar  I.  who  expired  in  1182:  and  the  laft  is  Eric  VIII.  furnamed  Manved,  who 
died  in  1319. 

April  6.  We  purfued  our  route  to  Corfoer,  the  place  of  embarkation,  on  the  Great 
Belt,  V  hich  feparates  the  Ifle  of  Zealand  from  that  of  Funen.  Corfoer  ftands  on  the 
weflern  point  of  the  Ifle  of  Zealand  on  a  fmall  peninfula,  has  a  good  harbour  for  light 
veflfels,  and  is  fortified  by  a  citadel  defended  by  a  rampart  of  earth  and  baflions,  with  a 
few  ufelefs  cannon,  more  for  form  than  fervice.  It  contains  the  commander's  houfe, 
formerly  a  royal  palace,  and  a  granary,  and  is  garrifoned  by  a  few  invalids. 

*  Some  authors  have  enoneoufly  conjeftured,  from  his  name  Saxo,  that  he  was  born  in  Saxony;  but 
Saxo  was  no  uncommon  appellation  among  the  ancient  Danes.  See  Olaus  Worniius  Monumenta  Danica, 
p.  186.  and  Stephens's  Prolegomena,  p.  lo. 

f  Stephens,  in  his  edition  of  Saxo  Grammaticus,  printed  at  Soroe,  indubitably  proves,  that  he  muft  have 
been  alive  in  1156,  but  cannot  afcertain  the  exadl  place  and  time  of  his  birth.  See  Stephens's  Prolego- 
roena  to  the  notes  on  Saxo-Grammaticus,  p.  8,  to  24 ;  alfo  Holberg,  vol.  i.  p.  269  ;  and  Mallet's  North, 
.fintiq.  vol.  i.  p.  4. 

X  Holberg. 

§  Mallet,  in  his  Hiftoire  de  Dannemarc,  vol.  i.  p.  182,  fays,  "  that  Sperling,  a  writer  of  great  erudi- 
tion, has  proved,  in  ccntradiclion  to  the  aflertions  of  Stephens  and  others,  that  Saxo-Grammaticus  was  fe- 
cretary  to  Abfalon  ;  and  that  the  Saxo  provoll  of  Rofkild  was  another  perfon,  and  lived  earlier."  If  fo, 
Saxo-Grammaticus,  tbe  hillorian,  is  probably  not  buried  at  Roflvild  ;  but  I  trull  the  reader  will  not  be 
difpleafed  with  the  account  of  an  author  fo  little  known  as  Saso-Grammaticus. 

Zealand, 
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Zealand,  which  we  croITed  in  our  way  from  Copenhagen  to  Corfoer,  is  the  largeft  of 
the  ifles  belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  being  about  feven  hundred  miles  in  cir- 
cumference. That  part  which  we  traverfed,  appears  a  gently  waving  furface  ;  for  the 
mofl  part  open,  dotted  occafionally  with  fmall  woods  of  beech  and  oak,  and  diverfified 
with  beautiful  lakes.  The  ifland  is  exceedingly  fertile :  it  produces  grain  of  all  forts, 
and  in  great  plenty,  abounds  with  excellent  pafture,  and  is  famous  for  its  breed  of 
horfes.  The  fields,  which  feemed  well  cultivated,  were  in  many  parts  formed  into  in- 
clofures,  feparated  by  mud  walls  :  a  few  cottages  were  of  brick  ;  but  the  generality  were 
of  mud  white-waOied. 

i\pril  8.  The  wind  blowing  high,  and  direftly  contrary,  we  were  detained  two  days 
at  Corfoer  before  we  embarked  for  the  ifle  of  Funen ;  the  diftance  between  the  neareft 
points  on  each  coaft  is  eighteen  miles.  At  mid-day  we  paffed  the  fmall  ifland  of  Sproe, 
near  which  lay  a  guard-fhip,  for  the  purpofe  of  colleding  toll  from  all  vefl'els  which  paf- 
fed between  that  ifland  and  Zealand  ;  other  fliips  pay  their  duty  at  Nyborg.  Sproe  con- 
tains only  two  buildings,  a  fmall  inn  for  the  occafional  refreshment  of  the  guard-fhip's 
crew,  and  a  neat  farm-houfe ;  it  produces  grain  and  pafture.  On  the  top  of  an  height 
overlooking  the  fea,  we  obferved  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  fortrefs,  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  pirates,  who  ufed  to  refort  in  great  numbers  to  this  ifland. 

After  a  favourable  paflage  of  four  hours,  we  landed  at  Nyborg,  a  fmall  well-built 
town,  in  the  Ifle  of  Funen,  (landing  on  a  commodious  bay.  The  town  is  furrounded 
with  a  rampart  and  ditch,  and  garrifoned  by  a  company  of  invalids.  An  infcription 
over  an  old  fquare  building  informed  me,  that  Chriftian  III.,  fon  of  Frederic  I.,  raifed 
the  fortifications.  Towards  the  flsirts  of  the  town,  and  clofe  to  the  ramparts,  are  the 
remains  of  an  old  palace,  in  which  Chriftian  II.  was  born  ;  and  to  the  roof  of  which,  as 
his  biographer  *  relates,  he  was  conveyed,  while  an  infant,  by  a  tame  monkey,  and 
brought  down  without  receiving  the  leaft  harm. 

In  the  afternoon  we  reached  Odenfee,  the  capital  of  Funen  ;  a  place  of  fuch  high  an- 
tiquity, that  fome  Danifli  writers  derive  its  foundation  and  name  from  Oden,  the  god 
and  hero  of  the  Gothic  nations.  But  leaving  fuch  difquifitions  to  the  antiquaries  of  the 
country,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  its  name  occurs  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  the  Danifh  hiftory; 
and  that  it  was  a  town  of  great  note  long  before  Copenhagen  exifted.  Odenfee  ftands 
on  a  fmall  river,  which  is  not  navigable  two  miles  from  the  bay  of  Stegeftrand.  Many 
of  the  houfes  are  ancient,  bearing  dates  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century ;  but 
part  is  newly  built :  it  contains  five  thoufand  two  hundred  inhabitants,  who  carry  on 
fome  commerce,  exporting  chiefly  grain  and  leather ;  the  latter  is  much  efteemed,  and 
its  goodnefs  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  certain  property  in  the  river  water,  in  which  it  is 
foaked  for  tanning.  The  Danifli  cavalry  are  fupplied  from  thence  with  the  greater  part 
of  their  leathern  accoutrements. 

Odenfee  is  an  epifcopal  fee,  which  was  founded  by  Harald  Blaatand  in  980,  and  Is 
the  richeft  in  Denmark  next  to  Copenhagen.  It  has  a  fchool,  endowed  by  the  celebrated 
Margaret,  in  which  a  certain  number  of  fcholars,  from  fix  to  fixteen  years  of  age  are, 
inftrucled  gratis:  they  lodge  and  board  in  the  town,  and  receive  yearly  penfions;  other 
fcholarfliips  have  been  alfo  founded  by  private  perfons.  The  whole  number  amounted 
to  feventy.  There  is  alfo  a  gymnofium,  inftituted  by  Chriftian  IV.  for  the  admifllon  of 
ftudents  at  the  age  of  fixteen.  This  feminary  was  ftill  further  improved  by  the  liberality 
of  Holbcrg  the  Danifh  hiftorian,  who  protected  letters  with  the  fame  zeal  with  which 
he  cultivated  them ;  but  it  is  now  greatly  fallen  from  its  former  flourifliing  ftate,  con- 

»  Svaning  Vit.  Chrift.  II. 
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taining,  when  I  pafled  through  the  town,  only  eight  ftudents.  The  cathedral  is  a  large 
old  brick,  building,  which  has  nothing,  remarkable,  except  fome  coftly  monuments  of  a 
private  Danifh  family.  The  church  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  convent  of  Recolets, 
contains  the  fepulchres  of  John  and  Chriftian  II. 

John  afcended  the  throne  in  1481,  on  the  death  of  his  father  Chriftian  I.,  and  in 
1497,  renewing  the  union  of  Calmar,  obtained  the  crown  of  Sweden,  which  the  Swedes, 
however,  did  not  long  permit  him  to  enjoy.  He  died  on  the  12th  of  February,  15 13, 
having  on  his  death-bed  admonifhed  his  fon  Chriftian  II. ;  admonitions  which  had  no 
effefl,  on  a  bread  already  corrupted  by  power,  and  impatient  for  dominion.  John  would 
have  a£ted  more  wifely  had  he  endeavoured  to  render  the  infant  mind  of  his  ion  capa- 
ble of  receiving  the  impreflions  of  virtue,  and  had  not  ihamef  ully  neglefted  his  educa- 
tion ;  a  crime  highly  reprehenfible  in  a  father,  but  unpardonable  in  a  fovereign,  who 
is  perhaps  rearing  a  tyrant  for  his  fubjeds,  and  entailing  on  his  country  aferies  of  evils, 
for  which  he  is  himfelf  chiefly  accountable.  Hiftorians  agree  in  reprei'enting  John  as  a 
wife  and  prudent  prince,  inclined  to  peace,  but  enterprizing  in  war ;  and  as  generally 
moderate  and  humane;  admitting,  however,  that  he  perpetrated  occafional  adts  of  vio- 
lence and  cruelty,  derived  fi'om  a  fpecies  of  melancholy  madnefs,  that  preyed  upon  his 
mind,  and  at  times  deprived  him  of  his  fenfes. 

His  fon,  the  cruel  and  unfortunate  Chridian  II.,  is  entombed  near  his  father,  under 
a  plain  grave-ftone,  fomewhat  raifed,  but  without  infcription.  He  was  born  at  Nyborg, 
on  the  2d  of  July  1481  ;  and  difcovered  in  his  youth  fymptoms  of  a  lively  genius  and 
good  underftanding,  which,  if  properly  cultivated,  might  have  rendered  him  the  orna- 
ment, inftead  of  the  difhonour,  of  his  country.  The  young  prince  was  entrufted  to  a 
common  burgher  of  'Copenhagen,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the  houfe  of  a  fchool- 
mafter,  who  was  a  canon  of  the  cathedral.  In  this  fituation  his  chief  employment  con- 
fided in  regularly  accompanying  his  mafler  to  church,  where  he  diflinguifl-ied  himfelf 
beyond  the  other  fcholars  and  chorifters  in  chaunting  and  fmging  pfalms.  He  was  af- 
terwards configned  to  the  tuition  of  a  German  preceptor,  a  man  of  learning,  but  a  pe- 
dant ;  under  whom,  however,  he  made  a  confiderabie  proficiency  in  the  Latin  tongue. 
From  this  humble  education  Chriftian  imbibed  a  talle  for  bad  company,  and  wasaccuf- 
tomed  to  haunt  the  common  taverns,  to  mix  with  the  populace,  to  fcour  the  ftreets,  and 
to  be  guilty  of  every  excefs.  The  King  at  length,  informed  of  thofe  irregularities,  re- 
proved him  feverely;  but  as  the  Prince  had  already  contrafted  habits,  which  were 
gfown  too  ftrong  to  be  eradicated,  thefe  admonitions  were  too  late.  He  feigned,  how- 
ever, contrition  for  his  paft  behaviour,  and  again  won  the  affections  of  his  father  by  his 
military  fucceffes  in  Norway,  and  by  an  unwearied  application  to  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment. 

During  the  firfl:  years  of  his  reign,  which  commenced  in  151 3,  his  adminiftration 
was  in  many  refpeds  worthy  of  praife ;  and  the  excellence  of  many  of  his  laws  has  in- 
duced Holberg  *  to  affirm,  that  if  the  charafter  of  Chriftian  II.  was  to  be  determined  by 
his  laws,  and  not  by  his  aftions,  he  would  merit  the  appellation  of  Good,  rather  than 
of  Tyrant.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  himfelf  and  his  people,  had  he  continued  to 
reign  on  the  fame  principles. 

At  firft  all  his  enterprizes  were  crowned  with  fuccefs  :  he  abridged  the  power  of  the 
Danifh  nobility,  and  exalted  the  regal  prerogatives  ;  he  obtained  the  crown  of  Sweden 
by  conqueft,  and  was  even  proclaimed  hereditary  fovereign  of  that  kingdom.  A  pru- 
dent and  temperate  ufe  of  thefe  advantages  might  have  enfured  him  a  long  and  undif- 

*  Dan.  C«f.  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 
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turbed  pofleflion  of  the  throne;  but  his  natural  dlfpofition,  now  freed  from  all  reflraint 
by  profperity,  hurried  him  to  the  perpetration  of  the  moft  flagrant  acts  of  tyranny.  The 
dreadful  maflacre  of  Stockholm,  in  which  fix  hundred  of  the  principal  nobility  were 
put  to  the  fvvord,  under  the  fembiance  of  law,  and  amid  the  rejoicings  for  his  corona- 
tion, exhibited  fuch  a  ftriking  inOance  of  his  malignant  and  implacable  character,  that, 
on  the  iiiccefs  of  Gufl:avus  Vafa,  the  fpirit  of  refinance  diffufed  itfelf  rapidly  from  Swe- 
den to  Denmark,  where  he  had  exafperated  his  fubjeds  by  repeated  oppreilions,  and  the 
confidence  which  he  placed  in  the  lowed  and  molt  worthlefs  favourites*. 

In  1523  Chriftian  was  publicly  depofed  by  the  flates  of  Denmark,  and  the  crown 
transferred  to  his  uncle  Frederic  Duke  of  Holftein.  This  depofition  was  neither  the 
confequence  of  Frederic's  intrigues,  nor  of  party  fpirit ;  but  occafioned  by  the  jufl:  and 
univerfal  deteftation  which  pervaded  all  ranks  of  people,  and  had  more  the  appearance 
of  anew  election  on  the  demife  of  the  crown,  than  of  a  revolution  which  deprived  adef- 
pot  of  his  throne.  Chriftian  himfelf  was  fenfible  of  the  general  odium,  and,  though  by  no 
means  deficient  in  perfonal  courage,  made  not  the  leall  effort  to  retain  pofleflion  of  that 
throne  which  he  had  often  diflionoured.  Quitting  Copenhagen  he  repaired  to  Antwerp, 
under  the  protection  of  Charles  V.,  whofe  filler  Ifabella  he  had  married.  After  many 
delays  and  folicitations  at  the  different  courts  of  Europe,  he  at  length  coUefted,  by  the 
Emperor's  afTiflance,  a  fleet  and  army,  with  which  he  invaded  the  Danifh  dominions  ; 
his  attempts,  however,  proving  unluccefsful,  he  fell,  in  1542,  into  the  hands  of  Fred- 
eric I.,  and  was  configned  a  prifoner  to  the  cafl:Ie  of  Sondeborg,  a  flrong  fortrefs  in  the 
ifle  of  Allen. 

The  place  of  his  confinement  was  a  dungeon,  -^ith  a  fmall  window,  admitting  only 
a  few  rays  of  light,  through  which  his  provifions  were  conveyed.  Having  entered  this 
gloomy  cell,  with  a  favourite  dwarf,  the  fole  companion  of  his  mifery,  the  door  was  in- 
fiantly  walled  up.  Even  the  horrors  of  this  fituation  were  aggravated  by  the  death  of 
his  only  fon  John,  who  expired  at  Ratilbon  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  on  the 
fame  day  in  which  his  father  was  taken  prifoner.  The  premature  deceafe  of  this  ac- 
complifhed  Prince,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  on  whom  he  refted  his  fole  hopes  of 
enlargement,  reduced  him  to  a  fl;ate  of  defpondency.  After  much  anxious  folicitude 
by  what  means  he  could  convey  intelligence  of  his  dreadful  fituation  to  his  daughter  the 
Elettrefs  Palatine,  and  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  the  King  prevailed  on  the  dwarf  to 
counterfeit  ficknefs,  and  foHcit  his  removal  from  prifon  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
If  fuccefsful,  he  was  to  I'eize  the  firft  opportunity  of  efcaping  from  the  Danifh  dominions 

*  The  firft.  of  thefe  favourites  was  tJie  infamous  Sigrebit,  mother  of  the  King's  miftrefs  Diveke.  Tlifs 
artful  woman,  who  was  a  native  of  HoIl;ind,  and  had  kept  an  inn  at  Berghcn  in  Norway,  even  after  her 
daughter's  death,  retained  fuch  power  that  ftie  might  hi  iiykd  prime  minilUr  :  fhe  was  the  only  channel  of 
favour,  tra.ifafted  all  affairs  of  importance,  had  the  care  of  the  finances,  fuperintcudcd  the  cultoms  of  the 
Sound,  and  had,  in  a  word,  acquired  fuch  a  wonderful  afcendancy  over  the  infatuated  monarch,  that  her 
influence  was  attributed  to  fafcinaiion.  On  the  King's  depofition,  Sigrebit  was  fo  much  dettfted,  that, 
from  apprehcnfions  of  the  popular  fury,  fhe  was  conveyed  in  a  chell  on  board  the  v,  Tel  which  carried' 
Chriftian  from  Denmark.  Holbeig  adds,  fhe  conioled  the  King  for  the  lofs  of  his  crown,  by  affuring  him, 
that,  through  the  tmperor's  intcrell,  he  could  not  fail  of  being  clvftn  burgomafter  of  Amftsrdam.  The 
particulars  of  this  woman's  life,   fubftquent  to  her  efcape  from  I.)enmark,  are  not  known. 

The  other  favourite  of  Chriftian.  no  Itfs  infamous  than  the  former,  was  Nicholas  Slageibec,  originally  a 
barber  of  Wcftphalia,  and  recommended  to  the  King  l)y  his  relation  Sigrebit.  He  rendered  himfelf  fo 
rifcful  to  Chriftian  by  his  fanguiiiary  advice  at  the  maffacre  of  Stockholm,  and  by  being  the  inftrument  of 
his  cruelty,  that  he  was  rewarded  with  the  archbilhopric  of  Lunden  Not  long  afterwards,  however,  the 
King  threw  on  his  favourite  all  the  odium  of  the  inaftacre,  and  factificed  him  to  the  public  vengeance  :  the 
unfortunate  viftim  was  firit  racked,  and  then  burnt  alive  ;  exhibiting  a  melanchQly  t.\ample,  what  little 
couddence  is  to  be  repofed  in  the  favour  of  a  tyrant, 
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to, the  court  of  the  Electrefs,  that  flie  might  engage  the  Emperor  to  intercede  with  the 
King  of  Denmark  for  fome  alleviation  of  her  father's  fufi'erings.  The  dwarf  accord- 
ingly feigned  fickneis,  was  transferred  to  the  neighbouring  town,  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  his  guards,  and  made  his  efcapej  but  was  overtaken  at  Refburgh,  fcarcely  a  day's 
journey  from  the  Danifli  confines. 

Chriftian,  fruftrated  in  this  attempt,  and  deprived  of  his  faithful  affociate,  lingered 
for  fome  time  in  total  folitude,  until  an  old  foldier,  worn  out  with  the  fatigue?  of  war, 
offered  to  fhare  the  King's  imprifonment.  This  veteran  being  immured  in  the  dungeon, 
amufed  the  royal  prifoner  with  various  anecdotes  on  the  different  princes  and  generals 
under  whom  he  had  enlifled,  and  by  defcribing  the  expeditions  and  battles  in  which 
he  had  been  prefent ;  and,  as  he  had  ferved  from  his  earlieft  youth,  was  a  peri'on  of 
much  obfervation,  and  by  nature  loquacious,  he  affifted  in  relieving  the  taditwi  of 
Chriftian's  captivity.  Nor  did  any  event,  fcarcely  the  lofs  of  his  fon,  more  fenfibly 
aifeft  the  depofed  fovereign,  than  the  death  of  this  foother  of  his  mifery,  who  expired 
in  the  dungeon. 

After  a  confinement  of  eleven  years  in  his  original  cell,  Chriflian  was  at  length  re- 
moved, through  the  intercefiion  of  Charles  V.  to  a  commodious  apartment  in  the  fame 
caftle,  provided  with  fuitable  attendants,  and  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  vifiting  in 
the  town,  attending  divine  fervice  in  the  public  church,  and  hunting  in  the  neigh- 
bouring diftrict.  Yet  even  this  change  of  fituation,  which  had  been  fo  long  the  fole 
cbjed  of  his  wiflies,  could  not  make  him  forget  that  he  was  ftill  a  prifoner,  the  recol- 
leftion  of  which  affefted  him  occafionally  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  would  fuddenly 
burfl  into  tears,  throw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  utter  the  moft  bitter  lamentations,  and 
continue  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  approaching  to  infanity.  However  defervedly  odious 
Chriftian  II.  may  have  appeared  in  the  former  parts  of  his  life  ;  yet  his  fubfequent  fuf- 
ferings  raife  compafiion  ;  and  it  is  a  pleafing  fatisfaftion  to  every  humane  mind,  that 
he  recovered  from  his  defpondency,  and  acquiefced  in  his  fate  with  perfefl:  refigna- 
tion. 

In  1546,  after  a  confinement  of  fixteen  years  and  feven  months  in  the  caftle  of  Son- 
derborg,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  palace  of  Callenborg,  in  the  ifle  of  Zealand,  a  place 
to  which  he  was  particularly  attached.  Chriftian  III.  repaired  in  perfon  to  Aflens,  re- 
ceived his  fallen  rival  with  great  marks  of  attention,  and  promifed  him  every  comfort 
which  could  tend  to  alleviate  his  fituation.  Thefe  unufual  honours,  joined  to  his  re- 
moval from  a  place  where  he  had  experienced  fo  much  mifery,  and  the  profpech  of 
again  inhabiting  his  favourite  palace,  excited  tranfports  of  joy,  and  he  compared  him- 
felf to  a  perfon  recalled  from  death  *. 

Being  condufted  to  Callenborg,  he  had  the  fatisfadion  of  finding  thefe  promifes  re- 
ligioufly  fulfilled.  He  furvived  this  happy  change  ten  years ;  and  his  mind  was  fo 
foftened  by  adverfity,  that,  old  as  he  was,  his  death  was  haftened  by  affliftion  for  the 
lofs  of  his  benefaftor  Chriftian  III.  He  died  on  the  24th  of  January  1559,  in  the 
feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  thirty-fixth  from  the  period  of  his  depo- 
fition  t- 

April  9th,  we  arrived  at  Aflens,  juft  mentioned  as  the  place  of  meeting  between  the 
two  ibvereigns ;  it  ftands  on  the  Little  Belt,  a  ftrait  of  the  BaUic,  which  feparates  the 

*  "  Quibus  ille  non  fecus  animo  exliilaratur,  ac  ft  morte  extra8us,  novam  lucem  intuereiur."  Cragii 
Annal.  Chrift.  III.  p.  524. 

f  Thefe  particulars  of  Chriftian  the  Second's  life  are  chiefly  taken  from  Holberg  and  Svaningii  Vita 
Chriftiani  Secundi. 
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Ifle  of  Funen  from  the  continent.  This  ifland  is  three  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, fertile  in  pafture  and  grain,  and  exports  annually  to  Norway,  barley,  oats, 
rye,  and  peafe.  The  country  is  open,  with  a  gently  undulating  furface  ;  but  the  coads 
are  generally  flat  and  fandy.  The  paffage  acrofs  the  Litttle  Belt  is  only  nine  miles ; 
but  the  wind  being  contrary,  we  were  five  hours  in  performing  it.  We  landed  on  the 
duchy  of  Slefwick,  at  Arroe-Sound,  fo  called  from  the  litle  ifland  Arroe,  contiguous 
to  the  continent. 

On  the  1  ith  we  pa  (Ted  through  feveral  fmall,  but  neat  towns,  beautifully  fituated  on 
the  inlets  of  the  Baltic,  and  particularly  Flenfljurg,  which  carried  on  a  confiderable 
trade  during  the  American  war,  and  poflefled  two  hundred  merchant  vefl!els,  trading 
moftly  to  the  Wefl:  Indies.  Peace  has  reftored  the  commerce  to  its  old  channels; 
many  of  the  veflTels  have  been  fold,  the  traffic  to  the  Weft  Indies  confiderably  leflened, 
and  the  chief  trade  centers  in  the  ifle  of  Zealand,  the  coafts  of  Norway,  and  Sweden. 

Between  Flenfljurg  and  Slefwic  is  that  part  of  the  duchy  of  Slefwic  called  Angeln  or 
Engel,  doubtlefs  the  native  country  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancefl:ors,  who  invadino-  and 
taking  pofleffion  of  our  ifland,  formerly  called  Britain,  converted  its  name  into  Engel- 
land  or  England.  The  truth  of  this  fadl,  fufficiently  authenticated  by  hiftory,  is  ftill 
further  corroborated  by  the  refemblance  which  this  fertile  difl:rlct  bears  to  our  native 
ifland. 

The  country  from  Flenfburg  to  Cappel  is  delightful,  dlverfified  with  fcattered  farm- 
houfes  and  frequent  villages.  The  gravel  roads  wind  through  green  lanes,  with  quick- 
fet  hedges,  through  inclofed  fields,  and  fmall  woods  ;  reminding  me  fo  much  of  my 
native  country,  that  I  almoft  fancied  I  was  pafllng  through  Englifli  lanes  and  Eno-Hfli 
inclofures. 

We  made  this  excurfion  in  an  open  cart,  and,  as  the  weather  was  favourable,  enjoy- 
ed a  confliant  view  of  this  agreeable  and  cultivated  dlflirlfl:.  According  to  the  informa- 
tion of  the  peafant  who  drove  us,  the  country  yields  all  forts  of  grain  and  flax 
and  abounds  in  paflure ;  the  peafants  weave  fufficient  linen  and  coarfe  cloth  for  their 
own  ufe,  knit  their  worfled  fliocklngs,  and  make  their  boots  and  flioes ;  they  procure 
hats  and  a  better  fort  of  cloth  from  Flenfljurg.  Their  food  Is  chiefly  rye-bread,  cheefe 
eggs,  milk,  and  occafionally  meat ;  they  dlflil  fpirlts  from  malt,  and  make  cyder, 
which  is  their  ufual  drink. 

Cappel,  a  fmall  but  neat  town  on  the  Sley,  contains  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
inhabitants,  who  are  induflrious,  and  carry  on  fome  trade,  exporting  bacon,  cheefe 
butter,  eggs,  and  other  commodities  to  Copenhagen,  and  fupplying  the  interior  parts 
of  the  province  with  coffee,  fugar,  fpices,  and  other  foreign  merchandize.  The  envi- 
rons of  Cappel  are  quite  delightful,  being  grounds  gently  rifing,  fprinkled  v/ith  much 
wood,  and  commanding  fine  views  of  the  bay. 

The  duchy  of  Slefwic,  fometimes  called  South  Jutland,  is  feparated  from  HoWeln 
or  the  King  of  Denmark's  German  dominions,  by  the  Eyder.  The  capital  is  an  irre- 
gular town  of  great  length,  and  contains  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty  inhabi- 
tants. The  houfes  are  of  brick  ;  and  like  the  other  towns  in  the  country  refemble  in 
neatnefs  and  manner  of  building  thofe  of  Holland  :  the  inhabitants  drefs  alfo  like  the 
Dutch,  and  many  of  them  fpeak  their  rongue,  though  the  ufual  languages  are  the 
German  and  Danifli.  Clofe  to  Slefwic  Is  the  old  palace  of  Gottorp,  formerly  the  ducal 
refidence,  at  prefent  inhabited  by  the  Stadtholder,  or  Governor,  Prince  Charles  of 
HeflTe-Caflel,  who  married  Loulfu,  Princefs  of  Denmark.  It  is  a  large  brick  edifice 
furrounded  by  a  rampart  and  moat :  from  this  caltle,  the  ducal  line  founded  by  Adol- 
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phus  fon  of  Frederic  I.  King  of  Denmark,  was  denominated  Holflein  Gottorp,  which 
was  loft  in  the  title  of  Emperor,  when  Peter  the  Third  afcended  the  throne  of  Ruffia. 

The  church  of  Slefwic  contains  the  monument  of  Frederic  the  Firft,  fon  of  Chrif- 
tian  the  Firft.  The  tomb  is  a  farcophagus  of  dark  marble,  fupported  by  fix  female 
figures  ftanding  on  pedeftals,  Charity,  accompanied  by  two  children,  her  ufual  em- 
blem ;  Fortitude,  holding  a  broken  column  ;  Prudence,  with  the  ferpent ;  Juftice, 
with  her  fcales ;  Jurifprudence,  with  tablets  ;  and  Hope,  with  an  anchor  :  their  coun- 
tenances are  Greek,  and  uncommonly  pleafing,  and  the  drapery  truly  elegant,  after 
the  antique.  Towards  the  bottom  of  the  farcophagus  are  four  beautiful  little  angels  or 
genii,  with  their  reverfed  torches,  above  is  placed  the  figure  of  the  King  in  armour.  At 
each  end  are  the  figures  of  two  women,  of  the  fame  fize  and  elegance  as  thofe  which 
fupport  the  farcophagus  ;  one  holds  the  royal  coat  of  arms,  the  other  a  fcrole  contain- 
ing Latin  verfes  in  praife  of  the  deceafed.  All  the  figures  are  of  the  fijieft  alabafter, 
and  were  probably  executed  in  Italy. 

Frederic  received  as  his  inheritance  the  duchy  of  Slefwic,  and  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark on  the  depofition  of  Chriftian  the  Second.  Seated  on  the  throne  by  the  univer- 
fal  fuftrages  of  the  nation,  he  was  eftabliftied  in  it  rather  by  the  zeal  of  his  fubjefts,  and 
by  the  co-operating  afliftance  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  his  protestor  and  rival,  than  by  his 
own  prowefs.  He  feems  indeed  to  have  inherited  the  mild  and  pacific  virtues  of  his 
father  Chriftian  the  Firft  ;  virtues  which  would  never  have  raifed  him  to  a  throne,  had 
not  the  general  odium  confpired  to  the  depofition  of  Chrillian  the  Second.  He  died  in 
1533,  aged  fixty  years. 

That  part  of  the  duchy  which  we  traverfed  feemed  well  cultivated  :  it  was  in  general 
flat  and  open,  but  occafionally  exhibited  variegated  laiidfcapes  of  heath,  arable  land, 
and  pafture,  inclofcd  with  quickfet  hedges,  and  ftudded  with  woods  of  beech  and  oak. 
The  farm-houfes  had  the  appearance  of  great  neatnefs.  We  paffed  alfo  ranges  of  new 
cottages,  lately  erefted  for  colonifts  at  the  expence  of  the  crown  ;  they  are  fpacious, 
and  refemble  thofe  of  Weftphalia,  containing,  under  the  fame  roof,  a  large  barn,  with 
divifions  for  the  cattle  on  each  fide,  and  two  rooms  at  the  further  end  for  the  family. 
Each  colonift  is  fupplied  with  ploughs,  carts,  and  other  implements  of  agriculture,  two 
horfes,  and  a  penfion  during  three  years. 

About  twenty  miles  from  Slefwic  we  quitted  that  duchy,  and  at  Rendfturgh  crofTed 
the  Eyder  into  Holftein,  which  river  is  confidered  as  forming  on  this  fide  the  limits  of 
Germany. 

Rendfburgh  is  efteemed  the  ftrongeft  fortrefs  in  the  Danifti  territories.  The  town, 
which  contains  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  inhabitants,  carries  on  but  little  trade, 
fcarcely  poffefling  three  veflels.  It  muft  foon,  however,  become  a  place  of  importance, 
as  the  canal  of  Kiel  will  introduce  a  confiderable  degree  of  commerce.  The  laft  fluice 
is  to  be  conftruQed  at  Rendftjurgh.  The  Eyder  is  navigable  for  large  veflels  within  a 
fhort  diftance  of  the  town,  while  thofe  of  inferior  burden  land  their  goods  on  the  quays. 
The  tide,  which  rifes  near  four  feet,  brings  fand  into  the  channel ;  and  floating  ma- 
chines are  continually  employed  to  deepen  its  bed. 

The  environs  are  chiefly  a  flat  barren  heath  ;  but  as  we  approached  Kiel,  the  coafts 
gradually  became  hilly  and  more  fertile.  We  paffed  between  the  Wetter  and  Flemhu- 
der  lakes,  again  croffed  the  Eyder,  there  only  a  fmall  rivulet,  and  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing at  Kiel.  The  diftritl  of  Kiel  is  that  portion  of  the  duchy  of  Holftein,  which  de- 
fcended  to  the  line  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  and  belonged  to  Peter  III.  as  part  of  his  he- 
reditary dominions.     In  1773  ^^^  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  ceded  it  to  the  King  of  Denmark, 
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in  exchange  for  the  counties  of  Oldenburgh  and  Delmenhorfl:,  which  (lie  frave  to  the 
Prince  Bifhop  of  Lubec.  This  exchange  was  favourible  to  Denmark,  as  the  Kinir  now 
pofl'efTes  the  whole  duchy  of  Holftein;  and  the  intended  jundion  of  the  Bahic  and  the 
North  Sea  will  be  formed  entirely  through  the  Danifh  territories. 

Kiel  poffeffes  an  univerfity  for  the  German  fubjecls  of  Denmark,  founded  in  1650  by 
Chriftian  Albert,  Duke  of  Holftein- Gottorp,  and  confiderabiy  enlarged  by  tlie  pref^nt 
King;  it  contains  twenty-four  profeffors,  and  about  three  hundred  ftudents.  Th?  town 
ftands  on  a  fmall  peninlula  in  a  bay  of  the  Baltic,  and  has  a  very  commodious  harbour 
for  large  fhips.  It  is  already  one  of  the  moft  commercial  places  of  Holftein ;  and  the 
trade  will  be  ftill  further  augmented  when  the  inland  navigation  acrofs  the  peninlula  is 
finiflied. 

This  inland  navigation,  for  the  junftion  of  the  two  feas,  is  formed  acrofs  the  duchy 
of  Holftein,  by  the  canal  of  Kiel  and  the  river  Eyder,  which  paffes  by  Rendlburgh,  and 
falls  into  the  German  ocean  at  Tonningen. 

The  canal  begins  about  three  miles  north  of  Kiel,  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet  Lewen- 
fawe,  which  heretofore  feparated  Holftein  from  Slefwic,  and  will  form  a  new  boundary 
between  thole  two  duchies.  The  diftance  from  its  beginning  to  the  laft  fluice  at  Rendf- 
burgh  is  twenty-feven  Englifti  miles  ;  but  as  the  Eyder  is  navigable  about  fix  miles  and 
three  quarters  above  Rendlburgh,  and  only  requires  to  be  deepened  in  fome  places,  the 
cut  neceflfary  for  the  completion  of  the  communication  between  the  two  feas  is  only 
twenty  miles  and  a  halt. 

• ;  The  canal  was  begun  in  July  1777  ;  and  in  June  1785,  when  I  laft  examined  it,  was 
almoft  finiftied.  The  work  was  performed  by  contradl ;  one  thoufand  and  twenty-four 
cubic  feet  *  of  earth  were  taken  out  for  eight  fhillings ;  and  the  whole  expence 
was  to  amount  to  about  8oo,oool.  Between  the  Flemhuder  lake  and  the  rivulet  La- 
vens  is  the  higheft  point,  on  each  fide  whereof  the  waters  take  different  courfes  to  the 
Baltic  and  German  Ocean ;  in  this  part  the  ground  muft  be  excavated  to  the  depth  of 
fifty  feet.  The  perpendicular  fall  towards  the  Baltic  is  twenty-five  feet  fix  inches-  that 
towards  the  ocean  twenty-three  ;  and  the  veiTels  will  be  raifed  or  let  down  by  means  of 
fix  fluices ;  Holtenau,  Knorp,  Suckdorf,  Shinkel,  Niederholten,  and  Rendftjurgh, 
The  breadth  of  the  cut  is  one  hundred  feet  at  top,  and  fifty-four  at  bottom ;  the  fluices 
are  twenty-feven  feet  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  in  length  ;  the  loweft  depth  of  water 
ten  feet.  The  canal  will  be  furniflied  with  water  as  far  as  Steinwarp  from  the  Eyder 
and  the  lakes  Flemhuder  and  Wefter,  from  thence  to  Reniburgh  by  the  Wetter  lake' 
from  which  iffues  a  rivulet  that  joins  the  Eyder.  Merchantmen  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  burden  will  be  able  to  navigate  this  canal. 

The  utility  of  this  important  undertaking  will  be  evident  from  a  mere  Infpeftion  of  the 
map  of  Denmark.  At  prefent  even  the  fmalleft  velfels,  trading  from  any  part  of  the 
Danifti  dominions  in  the  Baltic  to  the  Northern  Sea,  muft  make  a  circuit  round  the 
extremity  of  Jutland,  and  are  liable  to  be  detained  by  contrary  winds.  This  navigatioa 
is  fo  tedious,  that  goods  (hipped  at  Copenhagen  for  Hamburgh  are  not  unufually  fent  by 
fea  only  to  Lubec,  and  from  thence  by  land. 

The  objeft  of  thofe  who  planned  this  canal  was  no  lefs  than  to  draw  by  Kiel  into  the 
Baltic  the  commerce  of  Bremen,  Hanover,  and  Weftphalia,  which  is  now  carried  down 
the  Vefer,  and  by  Gluckftadt  upon  the  Elbe  to  Hamburgh  and  Lubec,  and  to  facilitate 
the  tranfport  of  merchandize  from  Holland  and  the  north  fea  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic. 
But  the  principal  impediment  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  canal  feems  to  arife  from  the  difficult 

♦  The  foot  ufed  in  this  chapter  is  to  the  Engh'fh  m  ai  to  2Z. 
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navigation  of  the  Eyder  between  Rendfburgh  and  Tonnlngen,  on  account  of  the  nu- 
merous (hoals  occafioned  by  the  fliifting  fands,  which  not  unfrequently  render  the  en- 
trance into  tlie  Eyder  impraclicable,  and  always  prevent  any  veflels  from  pafling  wliich 
draw  more  than  nine  feet  of  water.  Few  fliips,  therefore,  which  navigate  the  BaUic, 
will  unload  their  goods  at  Kiel,  in  order  to  embark  them  in  fmaller  veflels  for  Tonnin- 
gen,  where  the  merchandize  muft  be  again  reimbarked.  Ships  failing  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Engiifli  or  French  ports  will  doubtlefs  prefer  the  navigation  round  the  Cattegate, 
with  all  its  dangers  and  difficulties.  Thofe  deftined  for  Hamburgh,  or  the  adjacent 
parts,  will  choofe,  perhaps,  the  Ihorter  and  more  fecure  pafliige  of  the  canal.  But  it  is 
much  to  be  doubted,  wliether  the  commerce  between  Hamburgh  and  the  north  will  be 
fufticient  to  anfwer  the  expences  of  the  conPirudion.  The  trade  of  Kiel,  at  all  events, 
will  be  greatly  increafed  by  this  canal ;  but  the  principal  depofitory  of  the  merchandize 
will  be  at  RendiLurgh  *'. 

Alter  having  examined  the  canal  ?nd  town  of  Kiel,  we  continued  our  route,  and,  in 
eighteen  miles,  reached  a  fmall  village  beautifully  feated  between  two  lakes,  in  the  midfl 
of  a  romandc  country,  interfperfed  with  forefts  of  beech  and  oak.  The  largeft  of  thefe 
lakes  is  that  of  Ploen,  the  banks  of  which  are  adorned  with  the  town  of  Ploen,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  duchy,  which  efcheated  to  the  King  of  Denmark  in  1 761,  on  the  deceafe  of 
the  laft  Duke  Charles  without  iliue  male.  The  palace,  formerly  the  ducal  refidence, 
rifmg  in  the  midft  of  the  town,  on  elevated  ground,  and  overlooking  the  lake  is  a  pic- 
turelque  obje<S):. 

The  road  from  Ploen  to  Eutin  runs  along  a  fertile  country,  through  fields  of  ioorn 
and  pafture,  enclofed  with  "  hedge-row  elms  and  coppice  green,"  and  beautifully  in- 
terfperfed with  groves  of  oak  and  beech. 

Eutin  is  a  town  with  a  palace  belonging  to  the  Prince  Bilhop,  in  which  he  ufually  re- 
fides,  and  from  which  he  alTumes  his  title.  The  prefent  Prince  is  brother  to  Adolphus 
Frederic,  late  King  of  Sweden  :  it  is,  like  Ofnabrus;,  a  fecular  bifhoprick.  The  palace 
is  a  large  brick  building,  on  the  banks  of  a  lake,  and  contains  nothing  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  except  a  few  indifferent  family  piflures ;  amongft  which  I  remarked  one  of  the 
Duke  of  Anhalt,  father  of  the  fortunate  Catharine  the  Second,  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
and  another  of  Charles,  Duke  of  Holftein,  father  of  the  unfortunate  Peter  the  Third. 

The  grounds  are  laid  out  in  ftraight  walks,  with  cut  hedges,  itagnant  canals,  zndjeti 
d'eau  ;  an  intermediate  plot  of  ground  is  called  an  Englifh  garden,  and  confilts  chiefly  of 
zig-zag  walks,  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  mofl;  foreigners,  are  ridiculoufly 
fuppofed  to  form  the  peculiar  excellence  of  our  flyle. 

Lubec,  the  head  of  the  Hanfeatic  league,  was  formerly  the  moft  commercial  city,  and 
powerful  republic  of  the  north ;  her  fleet  bade  defiance  to  the  northern  powers,  and 
rode  miftrefs  of  the  Baltic.  How  are  the  mighty  fallen !  flie  no  longer  retains  a  fhadow^ 
of  her  former  power,  has  loft  great  part  of  her  trade,  and  her  commerce,  confiderably 
diminiflied,  will  fuffer  flill  more  diminution,  if  the  canal  of  Kiel  fliould  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  was  planned  :  for  by  that  means  great  part  of  the  merchandize  which 

*  This  canal  was  opened  in  1785,  and  the  following  is  a  lift  of  the  veflels  which  pafled  through  it  during 
nine  fuccefiive  years  : 

1785—  45'3  veffels,  including     44  foreign. 

So —  400  .  .         67 

«7—  64s  -  -        125 

88—  626  .  -        136 

L.  iip  — ic7i  .  -        2iio 


1790—  961  veffels,  including  293  foreign. 
91  — I2j0         -  -         476 

gt — 15C9        -  -         722 

93—2290        -  -       1441 
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now  pafles  through  this  town  will  be  conveyed  along  the  canal,  and  down  the  Eyder  to 
Tonningen,  and  thence  by  fea  and  up  the  Elbe  to  Hamburgh.  To  counterad  thefe  t-f- 
fe£ls,  profefTor  Buefch  has  formed  a  plan  to  render  the  Steiknitz  navigable  for  veffcls 
of  burden  as  far  as  Lauenburgh.  Should  this  projeQ:  be  carried  into  execution,  the  ad- 
vantages arifing  to  the  duchy  of  Lauenburgh,  as  well  as  to  the  city  of  Lubec,  are  too 
evident  to  require  an  explanation. 

The  houfes  of  Lubec  are  built  in  an  ancient  flyle  of  architedlure,  the  doors  being. 
fo  large  as  to  admit  carriages  into  the  hall,  which  frequently  ferves  for  a  coach-houCe. 
The  walls  of  many  houfes  bear  the  date  of  the  fifteenth  century ;  and  doubtlefs,  at  that 
period,  the  town  was  efleemed  exti'emely  beautiful. 

The  quay  of  Lubec  is  on  the  river  Trave,  which  falls  into  the  fea  at  the  diftance  of 
fourteen  miles,  and  admits  veflels  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  tons  bur- 
den, and  fometimes,  but  rarely,  three  hundred.  I  obferved  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  merchant-ihips  deftined  to  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark.  The  trade  is  chiefly 
a  trade  of  commiffion,  drawing  from  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  their  raw  commo- 
dities, and  fupplying  them  with  wines,  filks,  cloth,  and  fteel  ware. 

Being  unwilling  to  quit  the  territory  of  Lubec  without  vifiting  Travemunde,  we  fet 
off  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  feven  reached  Travemunde,  diftant  from  Lubec 
about  nine  miles.  We  found  a  clean  and  comfortable  inn,  good  accommodations,  aijd 
a  civil  landlord,  who  fpoke  Englifli. 

Travemunde,  or  the  mouth  of  the  Trave,  is  the  port  where  the  veflels  trading  to  and 
from  Lubec  take  their  ftation.  We  hired  a  boat,  and  rovi^ed  round  the  port  to  the 
road  ;  the  port  is  able  to  contain  fixty  veflels,  and  fufficiently  deep  to  admit  thofe  of  two 
hundred  tons  burden,  the  fame  as  afcend  the  Trave  to  Lubec.  Men  of  war  ride  at  an-- 
chor  in  the  road.  Our  landlord  procured  from  the  pilot  a  lift  of  the  merchant-fiiips 
which  took  their  departure  from  Travemunde  in  the  following  years  : — 

In  177S,  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  fhips  j  in  1779,  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  ;  in 
1780,  eight  hundred  and  three;  in  178  r,  niae  hundred  and  thirty-five  ;  in  1782,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  in  1783,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one.  Of  thefe  he  conjec- 
tured that  one  hundred  and  fifty  belonged  to  Lubec,  three  hundred  were  Danifh,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Svvedifli,  one  hundred  PrulBan,  twenty  Danifh,  and  ten  Englifh.. 
Travemunde  is  defended  (if  it  can  be  called  defence)  by  a  fmali  fortrefs  mounting  forty 
guns,  and  containing  a  garrifon  of  fifty  men. 

We  paflTed  through  Ratzeburgh,  a  fniall  fortified  town,  prettily  fituated  on  an  ifland 
in  the  midft  of  a  lake  thirty  miles  in  circumference  ;  the  banks  abrupt,  and  pleafantly 
feathered  with  wood.  The  town  partly  belongs  to  the  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz, 
and  partly  to  that  of  Saxe  Lauenburgh.  The  buildings  are  of  brick  ;  almoft  every 
houfe  is  fliaded  with  a  tree,  which  forms  a  fingular  and  agreeable  appearance. 

From  the  lake  of  Ratzeburgh  ilfues  the  river  Wakenitz,  which  joins  the  Trave  near 
Lubec,  and  thus  facilitates  the  water-communication  between  Lubec  and  thefe  parts. 
The  duchy  of  Saxe  Lauenburgh  belongs  to  the  King  of  England,  as  Ele61:orof  Hanover.. 

The  road  winds  at  a  fmall  diitance  from  the  lake  of  Ratzeburgh,  commanding  diver- 
Cfied  views  of  wood,  water,  and  fields  of  corn  and  pafture. 

Near  Moelien  is  the  navigation  of  the  Steiknitz,  which  unites  the  Elbe  and  the  Trave. 
This  water-communication  is  formed  by  the  two  fmall  rivulets,  the  Steiknitz  and  the 
Devenau,  the  former  falls  into  the  Trave,  and  the  latter  into  the  Elbe  at  Lauenburgh  ; 
they  were  united  by  a  canal,  cut  by  order  of  the  goveriiment  of  Lubec,  in  the  fourteenth  ' 
century,  fuppoied  to  be  the  firft  canal  v.hich  had  doable  fluice-gates.  The  average 
depth  of  water  being  only  three  feet  and  a  half,,  no  heavy-laden  veflels  can  pafs..    The 
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watermen  belonging  to  fome  barges  carrying  corn  and  planks,  told  me,  that  they  had 
employed  eight  days  in  coming  from  Lubec  to  Moellen,  which  is  only  thirty-fix  miles 
by  land,  and  did  not  expeft  to  reach  Lauenburgh  in  lels  than  eight  days  more.  Se- 
venteen locks  mull  be  pafled  between  Lubec  and  the  Elbe  at  Lauenburgh  ;  yet,  not- 
withftanding  this  inconvenience,  about  four  hundred  and  forty  velTels  annually  navigate 
the  canal.  The  environs  of  Moellen  are  agreeably  diverfified  with  fine  woods  of  oak, 
beech,  and  birch. 

During  my  progrefs  through  Sweden  and  Denmark,  I  remarked,  with  attentive  cu- 
rlofity,  many  of  thofe  regular  circles  of  ftones  which  are  fo  frequently  fcattered  over  the 
face,  not  only  of  thefe  countries,  but  of  our  own.  According  to  the  plan  I  have  ge- 
nerally followed  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  I  {hall  firft  defcribe  thofe  which  fell  under 
my  immediate  obfervation,  and  then  throw  together  a  few  remarks  on  their  probable 
origin  and  deftination. 

In  the  province  of  Weft  Gothland,  between  Kalange  and  Lidkioping,  I  obferved  on 
the  top  of  an  hill  two  rude  maffes  of  red  granite,  placed  upright  on  each  fide  of  the  high 
road.  The  talleft  meafured  fifteen  feet  in  height,  five  fpans  and  a  half  in  breadth  ;  the 
other  was  about  twelve  feet  high,  fix  fpans  broad,  and  both  were  no  more  than  four 
inches  thick.  In  a  plain  near  Runneby,  in  the  province  of  Blekinge,  I  noted  many 
ranges  of  ftones  fet  up  endways,  and  forming  various  circles,  all  of  which  plainly  re- 
ferred to  one  general  difpofition.  I  counted  at  leaft  ten  of  thefe  circles,  and  among  the 
moft  perfeft,  one  of  eight  ftones,  whofe  diameter  meafured  five  paces,  and  another  of 
ten,  whofe  diameter  was  feven  ;  the  ftones  were  from  two  to  four  feet  in  height,  and 
the  higheft  did  not  exceed  ten. 

Again,  clofe  to  Skillinge,  the  neareft  poft  to  Carlfcrona,  are  feveral  fimilar  remains 
on  a  rocky  eminence,  confifting  of  many  oval  or  circular  ranges ;  the  greater  part  were 
in  the  rough  ftate ;  fome  were  hewn  flat  and  broad,  and  others  fomewhat  refembled 
pillars  pointed  at  top  in  the  rudeft  manner.  At  the  fummit  of  the  rock  feveral  concen- 
tric ranges  inclofed  a  fpace  of  about  ten  feet  diameter,  in  the  centre  of  which  ftood  two 
flat  ftones,  fcarcely  three  teet  in  height,  placed  edgeways,  and  between  them  was  the 
lower  part  of  a  withered  trunk,  the  remains  of  a  tree,  which  had  once  flourilhed  in 
that  fpot.  It  appeared  to  me  like  an  oak  ;  and  a  perfon  attached  to  the  hypothefis, 
that  fuch  circles  are  druidical  relics,  might,  with  a  fmall  degree  of  enthufiafm,  have  con- 
fidered  this  very  tree  as  the  central  oak ;  could  he  fuppofe  that  the  religion  of  the 
Druids  was  ever  eftabliftied  in  thefe  northern  kingdoms.  The  largeft  of  thefe  ftones 
was  about  twelve  feet  in  height.  On  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  village  were  fimilar  mo- 
numents of  antiquity,  the  higheft  of  which  meafured  eighteen  feet,  and  we  continually 
obferved  remains  of  the  fame  in  our  route  through  Sweden. 

In  the  Danifh  iiies,  as  well  as  in  Slefwic  and  Holftein,  thefe  circles  occurred  no  lefs 
frequently  than  in  Sweden,  but  none  of  the  ftones  were  large ;  few  which  fell  under 
my  obfervation  exceeding  fix  or  feven  feet  in  height,  and  the  greater  part  were  not  more 
than  two  or  three.  In  fome  places  I  noticed  two  laid  edgeways,  and  upon  them  an  un- 
formed mafs  of  ftone  in  an  horizontal  pofition,  which  is  exactly  fimilar  to  the  Britlfh 
Cromlech      One  of  thefe  monuments  is  thus  defcribed  in  Colonel  Floyd's  Journal : 

"  About  three  or  four  Englilh  miles  from  Corfoer,  at  the  extremity  of  a  wood,  ftand- 
ing  on  a  promontory,  I  found  one  of  the  moft  perfeft  of  thefe  ancient  monuments.  I 
obferved  a  large  mound  of  earth,  on  the  fummit  of  which  large  conical  granite  ftones, 
ftanding  at  fmall  intervals  from  each  other,  enclofed  an  oval  fpace  of  a  very  confiderable 
extent.  In  the  center  and  higheft  point,  a  huge,  ftiapelefs  mafs  of  granite  was  laid  ho- 
rizontally on  four  other  ftones,  almolt  buried  beneath  the  furface  of  the  ground.  Near 
*6  it 
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it  was  another  mound,  on  the  top  of  which  another  large  ftone  was  placed  in  a  fimilar 
manner  on  four  others.  I  remarked  veftiges  of  trenches ;  but  as  the  place  was  covered 
with  underwood,  and  night  approached,  I  could  not  trace  their  direction." 

To  our  inquiries  in  feveral  parts  of  Sweden,  concerning  the  origin  of  thefe  ancient 
relics,  the  peafants  generally  anfwered,  that  they  were  erected  by  a  race  of  giants  for- 
merly inhabiting  thefe  countries.  We  have  many  fimilar  monuments  in  our  ifland,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Rol-rich  ftones,  near  Burford  in  Oxfordlhire,  the  Snake's  Head 
of  Overton  Temple,  as  defcribed  by  Stukeley  *  ;  fome  of  thofe  which  are  delineated  in 
Borlafe's  Antiquities  of  Cornwall,  and  that  circular  range  in  Cumberland,  of  which  Mr. 
Pennant  f  has  given  an  engraving  in  his  Tour  to  Scotland,  feem  mod  to  refenible  thofe 
which  I  obferved  in  Sweden  and  Denmark.  I  cannot,  however,  but  add,  that  Olaus 
Worniius,  and  other  authors,  highly  exaggerate  when  they  deduce  any  refemblance  be- 
tween the  ftupendous  fabric  of  Stone  Henge,  and  thefe  trifling,  though  genuine,  remains 
of  high  antiquity,  and  (till  more  erroneoufly  conclude  from  that  fanciful  refemblance, 
that  Stone  Henge  J  was  conftruded  by  our  Anglo-Saxon  anceftors,  who  migrated  from 
thefe  northern  parts. 

Endlefs  controverfies  have  arifen  among  the  learned  concerning  their  origin  and 
deftination  ;  and  each  author  maintains  that  they  were  raifed  by  that  particular  nation, 
or  fed,  which  befl  fuits  his  favourite  hypothefis.  Thus  they  are  ftyled  by  different  au- 
thors, Celtic,  Gothic,  Dani(h§,  Saxon,  Pictic  ;  and  by  others  have  been  folely  attri- 
buted to  the  Druids,  a  favourite  order  of  men,  under  whom  we  are  too  apt  to  fhelter 
our  ignorance.  Although  thefe  rude  monuments  are  undoubtedly  of  fuch  high  anti- 
quity as  almoft  to  baffle  our  inquiries,  yet  we  may  infer,  from  hiftorical  evidence,  that 
they  had  not  all  the  fame  original  deftination  j   fome  were  raifed  as  memorials  of  ma« 

*  Stukeley's  Abury,  p.  4.  tab.  iii.  p.  40.  and  tab.  xxi. 

•j-  Tour  into  Scotland,  and  annexed  plate. 

j  It  is  curious  to  trace  the  different  fyftems  which  have  been  framed  concerning  the  origin  of  Stone 
Henge  :  and  to  obferve  upon  what  vague  and  uncertain  principles  each  author  has  founded  his  hypo- 
thefis. 

The  celebrated  architeft,  Iniga  Jones,  in  a  work  entitled  "  Stone  Henge  reftored,"  endeavours  to  a& 
certain,  but  without  fufBcient  proof,  that  it  was  a  Roman  temple,  confecrated  to  Coelum,  and  conftrufted 
between  the  times  of  Agricola  and  Conftantine  the  Great.  Dr.  Charleton,  on  the  contrary,  in  his  ♦'  Stone 
Henge  reftored  to  the  Danes,"  entirely  overturns  the  fyllem  of  Inigo  Jones ;  and  contends,  with  more  m- 
genuity  than  argument,  that  it  was  built  in  the  beginning  of  Alfred's  reign  by  the  Danes,  who  over-ran 
great  part  of  England,  as  a  place  for  the  eleftion  of  their  kings. 

John  Webb,  Efq.  in  "  A  Vindication  of  Stone  Henge  reftored,"  refutes,  with  much  learning,  the  opi- 
rion  of  Dr.  Charleton,  but  fails  in  reeftabliftiing  the  fyftem  of  Inigo  Jones.  Some  fuppofe  it  to  have 
been  erefted  in  memory  of  four  hundred  and  fixty  Britons  maffacred  by  Hengift  ;  a  chimerical  notion, 
arifing  merely  from  the  fimilarity  of  the  words  Henge  and  Hengift  ;  others,  that  it  was  raifed  in  honour  of 
Aurclius  Ambrofius,  the  laft  Britifli  king  ;  and  a  few  that  it  was  a  fepulchral  monument  of  Uonduca,  by 
the  Old  Britons. 

Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his  elaborate  treatife  on  Stone  Henge,  has  completely  overturned  all  thefe 
fyftems  of  former  writers  ;  but  is  not  equally  fuccefsful  in  eftabfilhing  his  favourite  pofuion,  that  it  was  a 
Druidical  temple. 

In  a  word,  all  that  can  be  coUefted,  from  a  diligent  examination  of  the  feveral  fyftems,  is,  that  it  is  a 
monument  of  very  high  antiquity,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hiftory  or  tradition  ;  and  that  there  are  not  fuf- 
iicient  data  by  which  any  certain  opinion  can  be  formed  of  its  origin. 

§  Olaus  Wormius,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  national  prejudice,  fuppofes  all  thefe  monuments  to  have  been 
eredled  by  the  Danes,  becaufe  great  numbers  are  found  in  Denmark,  upon  which  affertion  Stukeley  ob- 
ferves,  their  being  in  Denmark  does  not  prove  them  to  have  been  founded  by  the  Danes,  as  they  exifted  in 
that  country  long  before  any  mention  is  made  in  hiftory  of  the  Danes  ;  but  they  muft  have  been  raifed  be- 
fore that  people  occupied  the  northern  ifles,  by  the  Cimbrians,  or  Gotbi  of  old  ;  and  if  not  by  them,  by 
whom  is  not  Known  ^om  (lory. 
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terial  events ;  others  as  fepulchres  ;  but  the  greater  part  were  probably  places,  or  *  ob- 
jects, of  facrcd  worfliip.  In  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world,  we  find  that  ftones  were 
erefted  for  all  thefe  purpofes,  and  by  different  nations  ;  but  as  it  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate  the  feveral  proofs  of  the  affertion,  I  muft  refer  the  reader  to  Borlafe's  Dif- 
fertations  on  fimilar  monuments  exifling  in  our  own  country,  as  the  molt  able  writer  on 
this  fubjefl:.  How  can  we  poflibly  confine  to  any  particular  nation,  or  religion,  cuftoms 
ufed  indifcrlminately  by  all  in  remote  periods,  or  how  can  we  affign  their  epoch,  fince 
mod  of  them  were  cither  raifed  before  the  Chriftian  sera,  or  preceded  the  introdudtion 
of  the  gofpel  into  thofe  parts,  when  no  certain  tradition  or  literary  records  were  extant, 
to  afcertain  their  origin  ? 

*  Many  iiiftances  of  the  worfhjp  of  ftones  occur  among  the  ancient  Pagans  ;  and  it  appears  that  fome 
were  held  no  Itfs  facred  in  thefe  northern  regions.  Among  others,  one  was  worfhipped  at  Gih'a,  in  Ice- 
land, before  the  introdnflion  of  Chriftianity  :  "  In  Giiia  laps,  qum  inajeres  eoruni  rdigio/e  coluerant,  utpote  a. 
^eniojuo  tuuLri  Inhah'ttari  iradentes."     Krillni  Saga,  p,  13. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  r. 
List  of  the  Danish  Army. 

Infantry,— Dauldi  and  Holftein. — Regulars  and  Militia, 


Toot  Guards,  reg. 
Daiiifh  royal  regiment,  mixt 
Norway,  ditto,  mist 
King's  ditto,  mixt 
Queen's  ditto,  inixt  , 

Prince  Royal's  ditto,  mixt 
Prince  Frederic's  ditto,  mixt 
Jutland  ditto,  mixt 
Oldenburgh  ditto,  mixt 


486 

177S 

1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 


Bornholm  ditto,  mixt 
Slefwic  ditto,  mixt 
Holllein  ditto,  mixt 
Falfter  ditto,  mixt 
Moen  ditto,  mixt 
Delmenhorft's  ditto,  mixt 


1.778 
1778 
177S 
1771 

i77S> 
1778 


Total  of  Danlfia  and  Holftein  Infantry       25,378 


Infantry  of  Norway. 


Regiment  of  Sunderfield,  reg. 

Ditto  of  Nordenfield,  reg. 

Firlt  reg   Agerhuus,  national 

Second  ditto,  nat. 

Firft  ditto  Smaalchen,  nat. 

Second  ditto,  nat. 

Firft  ditto  Drontheim,  nat. 

Second  ditto,  nat. 

Third  ditto,  nat. 

Firft  ditto  Oplande,  nat. 

Second  ditto,  nat. 


1376 
1376 
1956 
1956 
1800 
2082 
2082 
1916 
3089 
2075 
1916 


Firft  ditto  of  Bergenhuus,  nat. 
Second  ditto  of  Bergenhuus,  nat. 
Firft  ditto  Vertebeck,  nat. 
Second  ditto,  nat. 
Corps  of  light  troops,  nat. 
Regiment  of  artillery,  mixt 
Corps  of  engineers,  reg. 

Total  of  Infantry  of  Norway 


1915 
191(5 
iyi6 
1916 
960 
2771 
34 


Horfe  guards,  regulars 

Royal  Danifli  regiment,  mixt 

Norway  ditto,  mixt 

Firft  regiment  of  Zealand,  mixt 

Second  ditto,  mixt 

or  Jutland,  mixt 


Cavalry. — Danifh  and  Holftein. 

161     Funen,  mixt 
582     Slefwic,  mixt 
»  5S2     Holftein,  mixt 

58, 
582 


582 

582 
5S2 

4817 


Firft  Regiment  of  dragoons,  nat. 

Firll  ditto  of  Sundenfield,  nat. 

Second  ditto,  national 

Third  ditto,  nat. 

Regiment  of  Nordenfield,  nat. 


Cavalry  ef  Norway. 


1168 
1168 
1167 
1079 
I07P 


Total  of  Cavaltv, 
Total  of  Infantry 

Total  of  the  Dsuilfti  troops. 


10,478 
515.431 

66,509 
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Names. 


No.  ir. 

List  of  the  Danish  Navy  ia  1779. 
Ships  of  the  Line. 

Guns.  Station. 


I. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5- 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 

10. 

II. 
12. 

14. 

»5- 

16. 

17- 

18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23- 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30' 
3'- 
32. 
33- 
34. 
35- 
36. 
37' 
38' 


Chriftian  VIL 

Superb 

Sophia  Frederica         • 

Juditia 

Vandal 

Oueen  Louifa 

Copenhagen 

Queen  Juliana 

Prince  Royal 

Denmark 

Jutland 

Prince  Frederic 

OereSund 

Northern  Lion 

Elephant 

Oldenburgh 

North  Star 

Zealand 

Neptune 

Storman 

Iceland 

Viftory 

Princefs  Sophia  Magdalena 

Princefs  Wilhelmina 

Danebrog 

Hohlein 

Wagria 

Infoeds  Retten 

Ditmarflen 

Delmenhurfl 

Ebenezer 

Nettleblad 

Funen 
,  Greenland 

Saint  Croix 
,  Mars 
.  Slefwic 
.  Difco  <•  - 


90  Copenhagen 

80  Ditto 

74  Ditto 

74  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  North  Sea 

70  Copenhagen 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

70  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

60  Ditto 

50  Ditto 

50  Ditto 

50  North  Sea 

50  Copenhagen 

50  Ditto 

50  North  Sea 

50  Ditto 

50  Copenhagen 

50  Ditto 

44  Ditto " 


When  built. 

1767. 

-  1768. 
.  1775. 

-  ^777' 

-  1742 

-  1744 

-  1744 

-  >752. 

-  1756. 

-  1757- 

-  1760. 

-  iy6i. 

-  1766. 

-  '7^5' 

-  1769. 

-  1740. 

-  1746. 

-  »75o- 

-  1750- 

-  ^75^- 
•  1751- 

-  1754- 

-  1763. 

-  1764. 

-  1772. 

-  »772. 

-  ^773- 
'  1776. 

-  1742. 

-  '743- 

^75^- 
1746. 
1746. 

^75^' 
1758. 
1760. 
1766. 
1778. 


For  Parade 

Condemned 
Ditto 


Condemned 

For  Parade 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Condemned. 
Ditto 

Condemned 
Parade 


Frigates. 
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Names. 


I. 

2. 

3- 
4- 

5- 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 

ID. 
II. 
12. 

13- 

14. 

15- 

16. 

17- 

18. 

19. 

20. 


Pearl 

Kiel 

Bornholm 

Moen 

Croneborg 

Chriftiana 

Dockin 

Moen 

Blue  Eagle 

Savage  - 

Chrifiianborg 

Sea  Horfe 

Langeland 

FaKler 

Syren 

Tranquebar 

Alfen 

Chriftiana 

Feroe 

Sanroe 


Frigates. 

Guns. 

Station. 

Copenhagen 

Wl 

hen  built. 

34- 

1772. 

36 

Ditto 

^775- 

36 

Ditto 

^774. 

36 

Ditto 

1777- 

34 

Ditto 

1776. 

34 

Ditto 

24 

Ditto 

1750.  Parade 

28 

- 

1752. 

30 

■ 

1753.  farade 

18 

- 

1754.  Parade 

34 

North  Sea 

^75^' 

18 

Copenhagen 

^75^' 

18 

Ditto 

1758. 

30 

Ditto 
Ditto 

1760. 

34 

Ditto 
Ditto 

1761. 

30 

Ditto 

1766. 

34 

Ditto 

1766. 

22 

Ditto 

1770. 

Swivels. 

Eagle  Royal  Yacht  -  -  26     Copenhagen     -  1755. 

Bomb  Ketches. — Bravery }  Serious  j  Comet }  Courage  j  Dragon. 
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TRAVELS   IN  NORWAY: 
By  the  Same. 


Chap.  I. — General  R.cmarks  on  Noru-ay. — Hijiory: — GsogrnpJyy. — Benefits  of  the  Norway 

Law. — Psafants, — Climate, 

NORWAY  was  formerly  an  independent  kingdom,  governed  by  its  own  hereditary 
foverelgns.  On  the  demife  of  Hagen  the  Fifth,  in  1319,  without  male  iffue,  his  grand- 
fon  in  the  female  Hne,  Magnus  Smek,  united  the  kingdoms  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 
Magnus  was  fucceeded  on  the  throne  of  Norway  by  his  fon  Hagen  the  Sixth,  hufband 
of  the  celebrated  Margaret;  and  at  his  deceafe,  in  1380,  Norway  was  united  to  Den- 
mark by  their  fon  Olof  the  FiftTi ;  who  dying  without  iffue,  Margaret  herfelf  was  raifed 
to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous  fuffrages  of  the  nation.  On  her  death  it  defcended,  with 
Denmark  and  Sweden,  to  her  nephew,  Eric  of  Pomerania.  Sweden  was  afterwards  fe- 
•parated  from  Denmark  by  the  valour  and  addrefs  of  Guftavus  Vafa ;  but  Norway  has 
continued  united  to  the  crown  of  Denmark. 

Norway  is  formed  by  nature  into  two  great  divifions.  Northern,  and  Southern  or 
Norway  Proper,  feparated  from  each  other  by  the  fmall  Swedifli  province  of  Hern- 
.dahl. 

Northern  Norway  is  a  long  and  narrow  flip  of  land,  extending  as  far  as  North  Cape, 
beyond  the  feventy-firft  degree  of  latitude,  the  molt  northern  point  of  Europe ;  it  is  di- 
vided into  Nordland  and  Finnmark,  and  comprehended  in  the  government  of  Dron- 
theim. 

Southern,  or  Norway  Proper,  is  bounded  to  the  north  and  eafl:  by  Sweden,  and  to 
the  weft  and  fouth  by  the  northern  ocean.  It  is  divided  into  four  governments,  Agger- 
huus  or  Chriftiana,  Chriftianfand,   Berghen,  and  Drontheim. 

Although  Norway  comprehends  a  large  trad  of  territory,  yet  from  its  rocky  foil  and 
climate,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  by  no  means  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  the 
country.  Perhaps  the  following  tables,  giving  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  during 
ieven  years,  may  affifl  in  forming  a  probable  ilatement  of  the  population : 


1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
3783 


Sum  total 


Births. 

Deaths. 

23^331 

^S^^SS 

23»4B7 

15,222 

23,862 

20,768 

24>7ii 

1^,523 

24,153 

16,072 

23,944. 

17,503 

21,554 

i  9,357 

165,042 

123,100 

% 
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By  dividing  one  hundred  and  fixtyfive  thoufand  and  forly-two,  the  fum  total  of  births 
during  the  feven  years,  by  feven,  we  have  twenty-three  thoulknd  Hve  hundred  and  ie- 
venty-feven  for  the  annual  average  of  births  ;  and  by  dividing  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thoufand  one  hundred,  the  fum  total  of  deaths,  by  tlie  hme  number,  we  have 
feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  for  the  annual  average  of  deaths.  If, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  in  the  whole  kingdom  one  in  thirty-five  dies  annually,  we  multi- 
ply feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five,  the  annual  number  of  deaths,  by 
thirty-five,  we  have  fix  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy-five  for 
the  population  of  Norway.  Or,  if  we  multiply  twenty-three  thoufand  five  hunded  and 
ieventy-feven,  the  annual  number  of  births,  by  thirty,  the  ufual  mode*  of  calculation, 
we  have  feven  hundred  and  feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ten  ;  and  by  allowing  for 
omiflions,  we  cannot  efiimate  the  probable  population  of  all  Norway  at  more  than  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fouls. 

The  Norwegians,  being  the  fame  race  with  the  Danes,  and  long  conncfted  with  them 
In  religion  and  government,  fpcak  the  fame  language,  though  with  a  mixture  of  pro- 
vincial expreflions.  According  to  Wilfe  f,  a  native  writer,  the  gentry  and  inhabitants 
of  the  principal  towns,  allowing  for  a  few  provincial  expreflions,  fpeak  purer  Danifli 
than  is  ufual  even  in  Denmark,  not  excepting  Copenhagen ;  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eaftern  confines  bordering  on  Sweden,  naturally  blend  many  Swedilh  words ;  through- 
cut  the  whole  country,  the  general  accent  and  cadence  is  more  analogous  to  the 
Swedilh  +  than  to  the  Dutch  pronunciation,  and  the  inhabitants  on  the  weftern  coafts, 
who  have  a  more  conftant  communication  with  the  Danes,  partake  lefs  of  this  pe- 
culiarity- 

The  Norwegians  maintain  their  own  army,  which  confifts  of  twenty- four  thoufand 
infantry,  and  fix  thoufand  cavalry.  The  troops  are  much  efteemed  for  bravery,  and 
like  the  Swifs  mountaineers,  exceedingly  attached  to  their  country.  The  horfes  which 
fupply  the  cavalry  are  fmall,  but  ftrong,  adlive,  and  hardy. 

Every  peafant  (thofe  excepted  who  inhabit  the  coafts,  and  are  claffed  as  failors)  not 
torn  in  a  town,  or  on  fome  noble  eftate,  is  by  birth  a  foldier,  and  enrolled  at  the  age 
of  fixteen.  From  that  year,  until  he  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-fix,  he  is  clafled  in' 
the  young  militia;  at  twenty-fix  he  enters  into  the  old  militia,  and  continues  to  ferve 
till  thirty-fix,  at  which  period  he  receives  his  difcharge.  The  militia  take  the  field  every 
year  in  June,  and  remain  encamped  about  a  month. 

Norway  is  blefled  with  a  particular  code,  called  the  Norway  Law,  compiled  by 
Grieftelfeld,  at  the  command  of  Chriftian  the  Fifth,  the  great  legillator  of  his  country. 
3y  this  law,  the  palladium  of  Norway,  the  peafants  are  free,  a  few  only  excepted  oa 
certain  noble  ellates  near  Frederickftadt.  But  the  fpirit  of  this  law  extends  itftlf  even 
10  thofe  ferfs ;  for  no  proprietor  can  have  more  than  one  of  thefe  privileged  eftates,  and 
linlefs  he  poiTefles  a  title  or  certain  rank,  and  refides  on  his  eftate,  he  lofes  his  privilege, 
and  the  peafants  become  free. 

The  benefits  of  the  Norway  Code  are  fo  vifible  in  its  general  effeds  on  the  happinefs 
and  in  the  appearance  of  the  peafants,  that  a  traveller  muft  be  blind  who  does  not  in- 
ilantly  perceive  the  difference  between  the  free  peafants  of  Norway  and  the  enflaved 
vaffals  §  of  Denmark,  though  both  living  under  the  fame  government. 

•  See  Dr.  Price  on  Annuities.  f  Wilfe's  Reife,  p.  28. 

^  The  Swedifh  and  Daniih  languages  are  both  dialefts  of  the  Teutonic  or  German,  and  are  both  fpokc* 
in  a  fingingor  chaunting  tone.     The  Swedes  have  a  more  varied  and  lively  pronunciation, 
j  This  remark  was  made  before  the  emancipation  of  the  Danifh  pcsfants. 
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Many  of  the  pcafants  derive  their  lineage  from  the  ancient  nobles,  and  fome  cxcix 
from  the  royal  line :  they  greatly  pride  themfclves  on  this  fuppofed  defcent,  and  are 
careful  not  to  give  their  children  in  marriage  but  to  their,  equals  in  birth  and  blood. 

A  curious  cuftom  prevails  in  Norway,  called  ode/s  right,  or  right  of  inheritance,  by 
which  the  proprietor  of  freeholds  may  re-purchafe  an  eilate,  which  either  he  or  any  of 
his  anceftors  have  fold,  provided  he  can  prove  the  title  of  his  family.  In  order  to  en- 
force this  right,  his  anceftors  and  he  muft  have  declared  every  tenth  year,  at  the  fef- 
fions,  that  they  lay  claim  to  the  eftate,  but  are  unable  to  redeem  it ;  and  whenever  he 
or  his  heirs,  acquire  a  fufficient  fum,  then  the  poffeflbr  muft,  on  receiving  the  money, 
relinquilh  the  eftate  to  the  odels-man.  For  this  reafon,  the  peafants  who  are  freeholders 
keep  a  ftri£t  account  of  their  pedigree.  This  cuftom  is  attended  vifith  advantages  and 
'  difadvantages.  It  fixes  the  affeftions  of  the  peafant  on  his  native  place,  and  he  improves 
■with  pleafure  thofe  poileffions  which  are  fo  ftrongly  fecured  to  him,  while  it  increafes 
the  confequence  and  excites  the  induftry  of  his  family.  On  the  contrary,  the  eftate 
lofes  its  value  when  fold  to  another  perfon,  becaufe,  as  the  purchafer  poifefles  only  a 
precarious  tenure,  he  is  not  difpofed  to  improve  the  lands,  as  if  he  poffefled  the  free- 
hold. 

The  Norwegian  peafants  poflefs  much  fpirit  and  fire  in  their  manner,  are  frank  and 
undaunted,  yet  not  infolent ;  never  fawning  on  their  fuperiors,  yet  paying  a  proper  re- 
fpedt  to  thofe  above  them.  Their  principal  mode  of  ialute  is  by  offering  their  hand  ; 
and  when  we  gave  or  paid  them  a  trifle,  inftead  of  returning  thanks  by  word  or  by  a 
bow,  they  ftiook  our  hands  with  great  franknefs  and  cordiality. 

The  peafants  are  well  clothed  and  well  lodged,  and  appear  to  poflefs  more  comforts 
and  conveniences  than  any  which  I  have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  excepting  in 
fome  parts  of  Switzerland.  They  weave  their  ordinary  cloth  and  linen,  and  they  make 
alfo  a  kind  of  ftuft"  like  a  Scotch  plaid.  The  coats  of  the  men  are  principally  made  of  a 
ftone-eoloured  cloth,  and -ornamented  with  red  button-holes,  and  white  metal  buttons. 
The  women,  while  employed  in  their  houfehold  affairs,  frequently,  as  in  Sweden,  ap- 
pear only  in  a  petticoat  and  fliift,  with  a  collar  reaching  to  the  throat,  and  a  black  fafli 
tied  round  the  waift.  Their  linen  is  remarkably  fine,  and  as  they  are  ufually  well  made, 
this  modeof  drefs  difplays  their  figure  to  the  higheft  advantage. 

The  common  food  of  the  peaiant  is  milk,  cheefe,  dried  or  falted  fifli,  and  fome- 
times,  but  rarely,  flefh  or  dried  meat,  oatbread  called  fladbrod,  baked  in  fmall  cakes 
about  the  fize  and  thicknefs  of  a  pancake,  which  is  ufually  made  tvi'ice  a  year.  I  obferved. 
a  woman  employed  in  preparing  it :  having  placed  over  the  fire  a  round  iron  plate, 
flie  took  a  handful  of  dough,  and  rolled  it  out  with  a  rolling-pin  to  the  fize  of  the 
plate  ;  flie  then  placed  it  on  the  plate,  and  baked  it  on  one  fide,  then  turned  it  with  a 
fmall  ftick.  In  this  manner  flie  prepared  a  great  number  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  I  was  informed  that  a  woman,  in  a  fingle  day,  can  bake  fufficient  for  the  fa- 
mily during  a  whole  year.  In  times  of  fcarcity,  they  alfo  ufe  the  bark  of  trees,  gene- 
rally of  the  fir  ;  this  bark  is  dried  before  the  fire,  ground  to  powder,  mixed  with  oat- 
meal, baked,  and  eat  like  bread  ;  it  is  bitterifli,  and  affords  but  little  nourifhment.  As 
a  luxury,  the  peafants  e^ljloarke  or  \hmjlices  of  meat,  fprinkled  with  fait,  and  dried  in 
the  wind,  like  hung  beef;  alfo  a  foup  made  like  a  hafty-pudding  of  oatmeal  or  barley- 
meal,  which  is  rendered  palatable,  by  adding  a  pickled  herring  or  falted  mackerel.  The 
ufe  of  potatoes  has  been  lately  introduced  j  but  thofe  roots  do  not  grow  to  any  fize  in  a 
country  where  the  fummer  is  fo  Ihort. 

Fabricius  ftrongly  recommends,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  the  moflfes  and  lichens,  and  par- 
ticularly the  licheri  ijlandicus,  which  yields  a  nouriihing  fuftenance,  and  is  commonly 
ufed  for  food  in  Iceland.  Accord. 
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According  to  a  fen'es  of  meteorological  obfervations  by  Mr.  Wllfe,  paflor  of  Syde- 
borg,  near  Fredcrickfhall,  it  fnows  moft  in  December  and  the  middle  of  January,  rains 
inofl  in  April,  Augull,  and  Odober.  The  cleared  weather  is  from  the  middle  of  June 
to  the  middle  of  July,  and  during  the  whole  month  of  March.  Winds  are  mofl  vio- 
lent in  the  middle  and  latter  end  of  April,  May,  and  Odober.  The  ftilleft  feafon  is 
in  January  ;  from  the  tenth  of  June  to  the  eleventh  of  July,  and  in  the  middle  of  Au- 
gufl:,  a  circumflance  very  favourable  to  the  oat  harvefl,  which  of  all  corn  is  more  liable 
to  caft  its  ripe  grain  in  windy  weather.  If  we  compare  the  climate  of  Norway  witli  the 
climate  of  London,  March  at  London  is  like  April  and  the  beginning  of  May  in  Nor- 
way, and  the  March  of  Norway  is  our  January.  On  account  of  the  frequent  fpring 
frofts,  feeds  ought  not  to  be  fov/n  in  gardens  before  the  twentieth  of  May,  and  the 
froftsof  the  latter  end  of  Auguflareno  lefs  detrimental. 

The  heat  and  cold  varies  fo  much  in  Norway,  that  in  June  or  July,  the  mercury  in 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  as  obferved  by  Mr.  Wilfe  at  Sydeborg,  not  unufually  rifes  to 
88,  and  on  the  firfl  of  January  1782,  fell  to — 22,  or  54  degrees  below  the  freezing 
point.  At  F.ger  according  to  Profeflbr  Stroem's  obfervations,  it  fell  on  the  fame  day 
to — 36J;  •,  and  at  Kongfberg  to — 40,  or  72  below  freezing  point,  a  degree  of  cold 
by  which  quickfdver  is  congealed.  This  extreme  rife  and  fall  of  the  quickfilver  makes 
a  difference  of  no  degrees  between  the  greateft  heat  and  greateft  cold  at  the  fame 
place  ;  a  difference  much  more  confiderable  than  is  obferved  at  Upfala  or  Stockholm, 
which  lie  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  as  Sydeberg. 

In  fome  places  vegetation  is  fo  quick,  that  corn  is  fown  and  cut  in  fix  or  feven  weeks. 
Tillage  cannot  generally  be  flourilhing  in  a  country,  which  is  in  many  parts  fo  rocky 
as  to  defy  the  plough  ;  where  the  climate  is  fo  fevere  that  the  hoar-frofts  begin  in  Sep- 
tember, and  where  the  cold  in  tbe  highlands  prevents  the  maturity  of  the  corn.  The 
fmall  vallies,  and  the  intervals  between  the  rocks,  are  ufually  provided  with  a  fruitful 
foil,  and  the  induftry  of  the  peafants  covers  the  naked  rocks  and  fandy  grounds  with 
a  new  earth;  yet  the  arable  grounds  are  few,  and  no  parts  of  Norway  yield  fuffi- 
cient  corn  for  interior  confumption,  except  the  diftrids  of  Hedemark,  Toten,  and 
Ringerike. 

This  deficiency  is  occafioned  by  the  nature  of  the  climate  and  foil.  In  fpring,  and 
an  the  firfl:  fummer  months,  the  drought  and  heat  are  frequently  fo  intolerable,  and  the 
vegetable  mould  fo  thin,  that  the  roots  of  the  corn  and  grafs  are  burned  up,  if  a  few 
days  of  funfliine  fucceed  each  other  without  rain.  The  greater  part  of  the  foil  is  alfo 
fo  much  blended  with  fand,  that  too  much  rain  cannot  fall  in  fpring  and  fummer. '  In 
autumn,  on  the  contrary,  the  decreafed  warmth,  and  great  quantity  of  rain,  prevents 
the  corn  from  ripening,  and  not  unufually,  even  in  favoui-able  feafons  it  is  almofl  fpoiU 
ed  by  the  violent  autumnal  rains.  Alfo  the  fmall  quantity  of  arable  land  feldom  lies 
fallow,  but  is  fowed  every  year,  and  thei-efore  requires  more  manure  than  can  be  ufu- 
ally procured. 

All  thefe  circumflances  counteraft  the  induftry  of  the  farmers  ;  even  in  the  mofl  fa- 
vourable feafons,  a  confiderable  importation  of  corn  is  annually  neceffary ;-  but  in  unfa- 
vourable harvefts  the  utmoft  dearth  is  experienced  in  the  inland  parts,  as  the  tranfport 
of  the  corn  from  the  fea  coafts  is  highly  expenfive. 

In  order  to  dry  the  corn  expofed  to  the  heavy  rains,  the  peafants  fix  in  the  ground 
forked  poles  ten  feet  high,  place  rows  of  other  poles  tranfverfely,  on  which  they  file  the 
flicaves,  the  lowermofl  row  hanging  about  two  feet  from  the  ground.  They  are  alfo 
frequently  obliged  to  bake  the  corn  in  wooden  fheds,  heated  by  means  of  ftoves. 

4t  As 
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As  Norway,  therefore,  does  not  produce  fufHcient  corn  for  its  own  confumpticTn, 
Denmark  enjoys  the  exclufive  privilege  of  fupplyingwith  grain  that  part  called  Suden- 
fields,  comprehending  the  two  governments  of  Aggerhuus  and  Chrillianfand.  This 
monopoly  frequently  occafions  a  fcarcity  ;  but  though  fometimes  attended  with  great 
inconveniences  and  occafional  diftrefs,  yet  will  not  be  aboliflied  without  great  difficuliy, 
becauie  the  Danifli  nobles,  who  are  at  the  head  of  afiairs,  find  their  intereft  in  its  con- 
tinuance. 

But  Norway,  however  deficient  in  arable  land,  is  exceedingly  rich  in  paflure,  and 
abounds  in  cattle.  The  mode  of  keeping  cows  is  fiuiil.ar  to  that  praftifed  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Switzerland.  About  the  middle  of  May  they  are  turned  into  meadows ;  to- 
wards the  middle  of  June  driven  to  the  heights,  or  into  the  forefts,  where  they  continue 
till  autumn.  The  cows  are  ufually  tended  by  a  woman,  who  inhabits  a  fmall  hut, 
milks  them  twice  a  day,  and  makes  butter  and  cheefe  on  the  fpot.  On  their  return 
the  cattle  are  pallured  in  the  meadows,  until  the  fnow  fets  in  about  the  middle  of 
Odober,  when  they  are  removed  to  the  {tables,  and  fed  during  winter  with  four-fifths 
of  flraw,  and  one  fifth  of  hay.  The  horfes  are  ufually  foddered  with  hay  during  win- 
ter, and  are  feldom  fent  to  grafs  before  the  beginning  of  June.  In  fome  places  the  cat- 
tle are  fed  with  falted  fifli. 

Agriculture  has  been  of  late  greatly  meliorated,  and  the  landed  eftates  are  increafed 
within  thefe  lall  fifty  years  near  one  third  in  value,  a  circumfl:ance  principally  owing  to 
the  labours  and  encouragement  of  the  patriotic  fociety,  which  gives  premiums  for  the 
beft  improvements  and  inftructions  in  every  part  of  farming. 

The  fiflieries,  particularly  on  the  weftern  coaft,  furnifh  employment  and  wealth  to 

the  natives,  and  are  the  means  of  fupplying  the  beft  feamen  for  manning  the  Danifh 

fleet  in  times  of  war.     The  principal  filh,  which,  dried  and  falted,  furnifli  fo  confidera- 

ble  an  article  of  exportation,  are  the  cod,  the  ling,  and  the  whiting  :  the  livers,  befides, 

'    yield  train  oil,  and  the  fmalleft  fifh  are  given  as  winter  fodder  to  the  cattle. 

The  herring  fifhery  is  not  fo  profitable  as  formerly,  as  the  fhoals,  which  ufed  to  fre- 
quent the  coafts  of  Norway,  in  their  progrefs  from  the  North  Pole,  now  keep  at  a 
great  diftance  from  thefe  fhores,  and  firft  approach  the  rocks  of  Marftrand  and  Stroem- 
ftrand,  which  has  transferred  to  the  Swedes  the  principal  herring  fifhery  in  thefe  parts, 
though  ftill  fufficient  profit  accrues  to  thofe  enterprizing  fifhermen  who  venture  fur- 
ther from  the  coafts.  Salmon  are  taken  partly  in  the  bays,  and  partly  in  the  rivers,  as 
they  afcend  the  ftream  in  fpring  for  the  purpofe  of  fpawning,  and  are  cured  by  faking 
and  fmoking.  Mackerel  might  alfo  be  caught  in  much  larger  quantities ;  but  many  oi" 
the  Norwegians  are  prejudiced  againfi,  them,  from  a  ftrange  notion,  that  fhoals  of  mac- 
kerel often  attack  and  devour  the  human  fpecies,  when  bathing  in  the  fea. 

The  extenfive  forells  of  Norway,  which  furnifli  fuch  riches  to  the  proprietors,  and  fo 
much  employment  to  the  natives,  are  applied  to  fcveral  purpofes.  i.  For  fpars,  beams, 
and  planks,  which  are  exported  in  large  quantities.  2.  For  charcoal,  required  for 
fmelting  ores,  for  the  glafs  furnaces,  and  other  manufaftures.  The  wood  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  is  ufually  of  an  inferior  fort,  and  chiefly  in  the  inland  parts,  where  the  tranfpoit 
of  planks  is  too  expenfive.  3.  For  building,  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  Norway 
being  conftrudled  of  wood  ;  for  although  there  is  plenty  of  If  one,  yet  the  tranfport  of 
the  materials,  and  lime,  are  too  expenfive  for  common  ufe.  4.  For  the  roads,  which  ia 
the  more  northern  parts,  are  almoft  entirely  formed  with  wood.  5.  For  turpentine, 
for  which  the  oldeft  trees  are  moflly  ufed.  6.  For  fencing  and  enclofing  the  fields, 
quickfet  hedges  being  almoft  unknown.     The  wood  ufed  for  enclofures  is  chiefly  pine 
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or  fir,  and  mufl  be  renewed  every  three  or  four  years.  7.  For  fuel.  8.  For  manure, 
by  the  fame  procefs  of  burning  trees  and  manuring  the  foil  with  the  aflies,  \which  is  prac- 
tifed  in  Sweden,  and  isfo  deftru£live  to  the  forefls. 

Befides  thefe  general  ufes,  particular  trees  are  beneficially  employed  for  various  pur- 
pofes.  The  bark  of  the  pine  or  fir,  and  alfo  of  the  elm,  which  is  not  common  in  Nor- 
way, is  dried,  ground,  and  mixed  with  meal,  and  is  boiled  up  with  other  food  for  fvvine, 
who  thrive  much  upon  it.  The  birch,  which  flourifhes  in  thefe  northern  regions,  is  no 
lefs  ferviceablc.  It  is  more  generally  ufed  for  fuel  than  any  other  wood.  The  outer 
bark,  or  the  white  rind,  on  account  of  its  firmnefsand  fap,  eafily  efcapes  putrefaftiou 
even  in  the  damped  places,  and  for  this  reafon  is  employed  for  covering  the  roofs  of  the 
houfes.  This  mode  of  roofing  occafions  fuch  a  large  confumption  ot  the  outward  bark, 
that  the  birch  which  are  felled  would  not  fupply  a  fufficient  quantity ;  it  is,  therefoi^, 
not  unufual  to  ftrip  oft"  the  outward  bark  while  the  tree  is  (landing,  and  if  peeled  with 
care,  it  always  grows  again.  The  inner  bark  of  the  birch  is  applied  like  the  bark  of 
oak  for  tanning  hides,  fifhing-nets,  and  fails,  which  it  renders  more  durable.  Ihis 
tree  alfo  fupplies  a  kind  of  wine  ;  a  hole  is  bored  in  the  trunk,  and  the  liquor  difiils  into 
a  flafk  placed  underneath.  The  tree  fufters  little  damage,  if  the  hole  is  immediately 
clofed  by  a  wooden  peg.  The  twigs  of  the  birch,  as  well  as  the  elder  and  afpen,  are 
given  to  horfes  in  fcarcity  of  fodder.  A  dccodion  of  oak  leaves  in  beer  is  ufed  by  the 
peafants  as  a  fomentation  for  the  rheumatlfm. 

The  general  exports  are  tallow,  butter,  fait,  dried  fifli,  timber  and  planks,  horfes  and 
horned  cattle,  filver,  alum,  Pruflian  blue,  copper,  of  which  the  celebrated  mine  of  Ro- 
ras  yields  annually  to  the  value  of  67,5001. ;  and  iron,  of  which  the  moil  produdive 
mine  is  near  Arendal. 

Norway  abounds  in  lakes  and  rivers,  more  than  any  country  I  ever  vifited  excepting 
Switzerland.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  bays  fringed  with 
wood.  Many  of  the  lakes  arefo  large,  that  they  appear  like  inlets  of  the  fea,  and  the 
bays  fo  fmall,  that  they  appear  like  lakes  j  but  I  am  anticipating  my  journal. 

Chap.  II. — Fredeiicjl^all.  —  rortrefs   of  Fredenc.^Jleln. — Ohfervat'ms  on  ihe   Death   of 
Charles  the  'Twelfth.  —Tifiedal.—Fredericsfladt.—Chrifliana. 

SEPTEMBER  4.  Norway  is  fepaiatcd  from  Sweden  by  the  bay  of  Swinefund, 
which  in  this  part  forms  a  ffrait  between  the  perpendicular  rocks,  fo  narrow  as  to  bear 
the  appearance  of  a  river,  yet  fo  deep  as  to  admit  fliips  of  the  greatefl  burden.  On  the 
Swedifli  fide  our  pafiports  were  examined  by  a  cuftom-houfe  officer  ;  and  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fhore,  our  baggage  was  flightly  infpedfed  by  a  Danifli  officerj  who  dwells  in  a  com- 
fortable houfe  overhanging  the  edge  of  the  water. 

In  a  few  miles  we  reached  Fredericfliall,  the  frontier  town  of  Norway,  (landing  on  the 
extremity  of  the  Swinefund,  at  the  nwuth  of  the  river  Tide.  The  principal  commerce 
of  the  town  confifls  in  the  exportation  of  planks  to  England.  The  wood  is  floated 
down  the  Tifiie  fometimes  above  one  hundred  Englifh  miles,  from  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country,  and  fawed  here ;  fdr  which  purpofe  thirty-fix  faw-mills  are  erefted  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  which  forms  aferies  of  catarafts. 

The  harbour  is  fafe  and  commodious  ;  but  the  large  quantity  of  faw-dufl:  from  the 
different  faw-mills  choaks  the  river  up  in  many  parts,  and  occafions  an  annual  expence 
for  cleai-ing.     The  port  pofTeffes  a  few  immunities  ;  goods  landed  for  exportation  pay 
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no  duty,  unlefs  opened  for  home  confamptlon,  and  then  are  charged  with  the  ufual  Inu 
ports. 

1  he  town  contains  three  thoufand  inhabitants ;  the  ftreets  are  airy  ;  the  houfes  are 
built  of  wood  painted  red,  and  a  few  white. 

On  the  fummit  of  an  almoft  perpendicular  rock,  which  overhangs  the  town,  ftands 
the  ilrong  and  hitherto  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Fredericsfcein,  rendered  memorable  by 
the  death  of  the  northern  lion,  as  Charles  the  Twelfth  is  fomctimes  emphaiirally  ftylcd. 
The  fpot  where  he  was  killed,  which  was  once  marked  by  a  pillar  erefted  by  the  King 
of  Denmark,  but  pulled  down  at  the  requefl  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  is  at  tht-  extremity 
of  the  Governor's  garden,  at  the  bottom  of  the  fteep  lock,  on  which  (lands  the  fort  of 
Gullenlowe.  It  was  to  me  particularly  interefling  ;  for  it  convinced  me  that  a  fmall 
ball  might  have  reached  Charles,  the  diilance  from  the  nearcft  baflion  being  not  more 
than  five  or  fix  hundred  yards.  Nor  could  I  avoid  remarking,  that  Motraye's  plan  of 
Frederics flein  and  the  adjacent  batteries  is  in  many  parts  extremely  defective  ;  and  fron> 
the  heft  information  that  I  have  colleded,  both  his  and  Voltaire's  account  of  the  King's 
death,  and  particularly  of  the  wound  which  occafioned  it,  are  very  inaccurate. 

But  in  order  to  obtain  farther  and  more  complete  information  concerning  the  pro- 
bable caufe  of  the  death  of  Charles,  1  called  on  Benk  Enkelfon  of  Tiftedal,  a  Norwegian, 
aged  ninety-five,  who  was  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  when  he  ferved  as  a  gunner  of 
the  Danifh  garrifon  during  the  fiege  of  Fredericsfttin.  By  means  of  a  gentleman  of 
Fredericftall,  who  politely  accompanied  me  to  this  old  man's  houfe,  and  condefcended 
to  be  my  interpreter,  I  procured  the  following  intelligence ;  which  I  fliall  give  to  the 
reader,  in  queftion  and  anfwer,  as  I  obtained  it. 

Do  you  think  that  the  King  was  (hot  from  the  ramparts,  or  a(ra(rmated  by  any  of  his 
own  troops  ?  From  the  ramparts  undoubtedly. — What  kind  of  (1)01  was  fired  againft  the 
Swedhh  trenches  ? '  All  forts,  and  particularly  fmall  foot  in  cartouches  from  cannon.— 
Could  the  King,  in  the  place  where  he  was,  be  reached  by  a  fmall  fliot  ?  7^es,  verf 
eafily  ;  as  a  j?}iall  foot  could  take  effect  at  twice  the  dijlance.— Were  many  foldiers  killed 
near  him?  Very  many  ;  they  fell  about  him  likeflraw,  infuch  numbers  that  they  were  bu^ 
vied  on  the  fpot.  The  place  was  alfofo  much  expofed  to  the  fre  from  the  ramparts^  that  the 
Swedes  could  not  venture  to  work  in  the  trenches  by  day,  but  only  by  night. — Fi-om  what 
fortrefs  do  you  think  Charles  received  his  death :  from  Oberberg,  or  from  the  citadel  I 
Certainh  from  the  batteries  of  the  citadel,  which  bore  upon  the  place,  and  not  from  Oberberg, 
from  which  it  zvas  defended  by  an  intervening  bill.  I  then  ferved  in  the  fortrefs  of  Olerberg  ^ 
and  we  did  not  that  night  fire  a  fingle jhot from  thence  *. 

From  this  circumdantial  evidence,  given  by  a  perfon  who  ferved  in  the  garri(on  of 
Fredericsftein  at  the  time  of  the  fiege,  and  who  had  no  prejudices  or  intereft  to  bias  or 
miflead  him,  joined  to  my  own  obfervations  on  the  fpot,  I  am  convinced  that  Charles 
might  have  been  eafily  reached  by  a  fmall  ball  from  the  ramparts  of  the  citadel ;  and 
that  the  confident  afTertions  of  thofe  perfons  who  pretend  that  he  could  not  be  touched 
by  a  mufket-baH,  are  totally  groitndlefs. 

The  queftion,  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Charles,  is  now  reduced  to  a  fliorf 
compafs ;  and  :  11  the  vague  anecdotes  and  uncertain  conje£tures,  which,  without  any 
foundation,  attribute  his  death  to  affaffination,  can  weigh  nothing  againft  pofitive  fad  f. 


* 


Tills  (hews  thefalfity  of  Motraye's  account,  which  fays,  that  the  King  was  (hot  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Oberburgh.  +  See  Book  vii.  Chap.  a. 

Enkelfon* 
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Enkelfon  defcribed  Charles  as  tall  and  thin  ;  his  hair  fhort,  thick,  and  curling,  witli 
an  animated  countenance.  He  (liewed  us  a  wooden  chair,  in  which  Charles  was  rutin<ii- 
when  he  was  fliot.  The  old  man  recollected  to  have  feen  the  King  three  times,  once 
in  particular  in  Fredericfliall.  Sitting  at  the  window  of  a  houle  inhabited  by  one  of 
the  niagiftrates,  he  obfcrved  Charles,  in  the  oppofite  houfe.  While  the  batteries  from 
the  citadel  were  firing  heavily  at  the  enemy's  trenches,  a  young  woman,  who  was  look- 
ing at  the  King  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the  magiilrate's  houfe,  chanced  to  drop  a 
ring  into  the  ftreet.  Charles  taking  notice  of  her,  faid,  "  Madam,  do  the  guns  of  this 
place  always  make  fuch  an  uproar  ?"  *'  Never,"  returned  the  girl,  "  but  when  we  are 
honoured  with  fuch  illuflrious  vifitors  as  Your  Majefty."  The  King  was  much  pleafed 
with  the  anfwer,  and  ordered  one  of  his  foldiers  to  take  up  the  ring  and  return  it. 

The  village  of  Tifledal  is  fituated  three  miles  from  Frcdericfhall,  on  a  beautiful  cata- 
raft  of  the  Tifte,  which  precipitates  itfelf  in  continued  but  irregular  falls,  and  turns  fe- 
veralfaw-millsthat  form  pifturefque  objefts,  as  they  impend  over  the  torrent.  Above 
the  village  is  a  villa  called  Vake,  from  which  we  commanded  a  delightful  profped.  To- 
wards the  inland  parts,  a  fmall  lake  beautifully  fringed  with  pafiure  and  wood  ;  below, 
the  Tifte  forming  a  feries  of  cataracts,  then  winding  through  a  fmall  valley  and  between 
two  ridges  of  rocks,  fhaded  with  pines  and  underwood  ;  the  bay  of  the  fea  fprinkled 
with  rocky  illands ;  the  town  of  Fredericfliall  and  its  caftle  towering  on  the  fummit  of  a 
perpendicular  rock  clofingthe  view. 

Fredericsftadt,  diftant  from  Fredericfliall  four  Norwegian,  or  nearly  twenty-fix  Eng- 
llih  miles,  ftands  on  the  river  Glomme,  is  the  moft  regular  fortrefs  in  this  part  of  Nor- 
way, and  contains  an  arfenal  amply  fupplied  with  arms  for  the  militia,  in  cafe  of  a  rup- 
ture with  Sweden.  It  was  built  in  i  ^6y,  by  Frederic  the  Second,  Jlrengthened  by  Fre- 
deric the  Third,  and  fince  gradually  enlarged  and  fortified  according  to  the  modern 
fyftem.  The  ramparts  inclofe  a  circumference  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  the 
population  of  the  town,  incuiding  the  two  fuburbs,  amounts  to  no  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred fouls.  A  few  years  ago,  the  town  was  confumed  by  fire,  and  the  houfes  are 
nioft;ly  new.  Clofe  to  Fredericsftadt  is  the  new  fortrefs  of  Kongfteen,  on  a  rocky  emi- 
nence, capable  of  containing  a  garrifon  of  three  hundred  men  ;  feveral  convicts  are  here 
condemned  to  hard  labour.  The  greateft  offenders  have  an  iron  cap,  chains  round  . 
their  arms,  legs,  and  bodies ;  the  chains  round  their  arms  are  rivetted  to  a  vi-heel-bar- 
row,  which  is  never  ioofened.  The  inhabitants  export  planks,  and  a  few  fmall  mafts. 
The  principal  commerce  is  carried  on  by  MeflVs.  Ankers  and  Holt,  of  Chriftiana. 

The  Glomme  is  the  largefl:  river  in  this  part  of  Norway,  but  not  navigable  in  any 
part  of  its  courfe  from  the  lake  Miofs  to  Fredericsftadt,  the  ftream  being  interrupted 
by  fuch  frequent  catarafts  and  flioals,  as  in  fome  places  render  it  neceffary  to  drag  the 
trees,  which  are  floated  down,  over  the  ground.  At  leaft  fifty  thoufand  trees  are  an- 
nually floated  to  Fredericsftadt. 

September  6.  We  ferried  over  the  Glomme  at  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  continued 
our  journey,  anxious  to  reach  Chriftiana.  The  country  is  in  general  extremely  fertile 
and  agreeable,  rifes  in  gende  hills,  and  though  rocky  in  many  parts,  is  covered  with  a 
rich  foil,  producing  abundance  of  corn,  and  clothed  with  forefts  of  firs  and  pines,  inter- 
mixed with  oak,  beech,  poplar,  and  mountain  afli.  The  face  of  the  country  is  prettily 
fprinkled  with  numerous  lakes  and  rivulets,  and  thickly  dotted  with  cottages,  rudely 
though  not  unpleafantly  fituated  on  rocky  eminences  in  the  midft  of  the  foreft.  Thti'e 
cottages  are  moftly  covered  with  red  tiles,  and  appeared  larger  and  more  commodious 
than  thofe  we  had  juft.  quitted  in  Sweden.     They  were  fo  fcattered  over  the  hills,  that 
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we  fel(iom  obferved  a  clufter  of  more  than  four  or  five ;  the  churches  {landing  ahnoft 
fingly,  their  fpires  rifing  above  the  furrounding  trees,  were  pitfturefque  objefts. 

We  Hopped  a  fhort  time  at  Mofs,  to  examine  the  iron-worlcs  belonging  to  Mr.  Ber« 
nard  Anker,  of  Chriftiana.  The  fituation  of  Mofs  is  exceedingly  romantic  ;  it  is  divided 
by  a  lively  torrent,  dafliing  over  a  craggy  bed,  and  {lands  on  the  fliore  of  a  beautiful 
bay,  the  rifmg  banks  adorntd  with  fine  hanging  woods,  a  few  villas,  and  numerous 
farm-houfes.  The  iron-works,  which  principally  fupport  the  place,  v.ere  ellablilhed  in 
1705;  for  fome  time  the  proprietors  only  manufaftured  bar  iron,  grates,  Itoves,  and 
iron  utenfils ;  but  lately  they  have  ca{l  cannon,  which  are  mo{tly  exported  to  Copen- 
hagen.    The  works  employ  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

Wepaffed  the  night  at  Skydjord,  a  fmall  village  in  a  mofl  delightful  fituation,  where 
we  found  an  inn  vi'ith  comfortable  accommodations,  and  two  very  neat  bed-chambers. 
As  we  approached  Chrilliana,  the  country  was  more  wild  and  hilly,  but  {fill  fertile  and 
agreeable;  and  at  the  diflance  of  two  miles  from  the  town,  we  enjoyed,  from  the  top 
of  a  mountain,  as  fine  a  view  as  I  ever  beheld.  The  grounds,  laid  out  in  rich  inclofures, 
gradually  floped  to  the  fea ;  below  appeared  Chriftiana,  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  an 
extenfiveand  fertile  valley,  forming  afemicircular  bend  along  the  fhore  of  a  beautiful 
bay,  which  being  inclofed  by  hills,  uplands,  and  forefts,  had  the  appearance  of  a  large 
lake.  Behind,  before,  and  around,  the  inland  mountains  of  Norway  rofe  on  hills  co- 
vered with  dark  forefts  of  pines  and  fir,  the  inexhauftible  riches  of  the  north  ;  the  moft 
diftant  fummits  were  capped  with  eternal  fnow.  From  the  glow  of  the  atmofphere,  the 
warmth  of  the  weather,  the  variety  of  the  productions,  and  the  mild  beauties  of  the  ad- 
jacent fcenery,  I  could  fcarcely  believe  that  I  was  nearly  in  the  60th  degree  of  northern 
latitude.  We  at  length  forced  ouri'elves  from  this  enchannng  fpot,  enjoying,  as  we  gra- 
dually defcended,  the  fcenes  before  us,  and  at  mid-day  reached  Chriftiana. 

Chriftiana  is  thirty  EngliHi  miles  from  the  open  fea ;  the  navigation  of  the  bay  is 
fomewhat  difficult,  but  it  is  fufficiently  deep  for  the  largeft  velTels,  having  fix  or  kwen 
fathom  water  clofe  to  the  quay. 

Chrifliana  is  efteemed  the  capital  of  Norway,  becaufe  it  contains  the  fupreme  court 
of  jullice.  It  lies  in  latitude  59  t'  37",  and  {lands  in  a  femicircular  form  on  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  the  bay  of  Biorning,  an  inlet  of  the  fea,  forming  the  northern  extre- 
mity of  the  gulf  of  Chriftiana,  whofe  rocky  fhores  are  overfpread  with  thick  forefts. 
The  town  is  divided  into,  i.  the  city,  and  the  three  fuburbs  of  Waterlandt,  Peterwigen, 
and  Fierdingen  ;  2.  the  fortrefs  of  Aggerhuus  ;  and  3.  the  old  town  of  Opfloe  or  An- 
floe.  The  city  contains  four  hundred  and  eighteen  houfes,  the  fuburbs  fix  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  Opiloe  four  hundred,  including  the  epifcopal  palace  *  ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  amount  to  about  nine  thoufand.  The  city  formerly  occupied  the  fite 
of  Opfloe,  and  was  rebuilt  in  its  prefent  fituation  by  Chriftian  the  Fourth,  after  a  plan 
defigned  by  himfelf ;  the  ftreets  are  carried  in  ftraight  lines,  and  at  right  angles  to  each 
other,  are  uniformly  forty  feet  broad,  and  very  neat  and  clean. 

The  Latin  fchool,  endowed  in  1635  ^Y  Chriftian  the  Fourth,  is  governed  by  aredor 
or  upper  mailer,  a  corrector  or  under  mafter,  and  three  afiiftants ;  but  contained,  in 
1784,  only  thirty-feven  fcholars.  They  are  divided  into  fix  claffes,  and  inftrudled  in 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew.  A  colleclion  of  fix  thoufand  volumes,  lately  left  to 
the  town  by  Mr.  Deichman,  a  native,  will  ferve  to  form  the  beginning  of  a  public  li- 
brary. 

•  The  bifliop  of  Chriftiana  is  Metropolitan  of  Norwajr, 
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The  caftle  of  Aggerhuus,  built  on  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay,  at  a 
fniall  diflance  from  the  city,  is  a  very  ancient  fortrefs,  and  was  befieged,  in  1310,  by  the 
Swedes,  according  to  an  infcription  over  the  door  gf  a  brick  tower.  It  was  ftrcngthcn- 
ed  in  1633  by  Chriftian  the  Fourth;  and  feveral  other  dates  and  infcriptions  (hewed, 
that  additional  fortifications  had  been  made  by  the  fiicceeding  Kings  of  Denmark.  This 
fortrefs  is  fmall  but  ftrong  ;  in  peace  the  garriibn  confids  of  five  hundred  troops,  but  in 
war  is  augmented  to  one  thoufand.  Aggerhuusfullained  a  fiege  in  1717  from  Charles 
the  Twelfth  in  perfon,  who  occupied  the  city  and  fuburbs,  but  was  compelled,  for  want 
of  provifion,  to  retire.  The  walls  of  many  houfes  in  Chriltiana  (till  bear  marks  of  the 
balls  (hot  from  the  batteries  againft  Charles,  as  he  rode  daily  through  the  flreets,  with 
his  ufual  rafhnefs,  to  reconnoitre  the  ftate  of  the  fortrefs. 

The  governor  of  Aggerhuus  is  the  chief  governor  of  Norway.  He  prefides  in  the 
high  court  of  juflice,  called  0-vcrhoJJet,  which  judges,  in  the  laft  refort,  civil  caufes  below 
a  certain  value.  In  all  caufes  furpafling  that  value,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  fupreme  court 
at  Copenhagen. 

Chrifliana  has  an  excellent  harbour,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade.  The  prin- 
cipal exports  are  tar,  foap,  iron,  copper,  planks,  and  deals;  allum  manufaftured  at  Mr. 
Cooper's  works  for  about  3000I. ;  iron  from  the  four  works  of  Borum,  Edfwold,  Nar- 
kedahl,  and  Ondahlen,  14,0001,;  copper  from  Foldahl,  io,oool.;  planks  and  deals, 
90,oocl  ,  principally  to  England. 

The  planks  and  deals  are  of  fuperior  eftimation  to  thofe  fent  from  America,  Ruflia, 
and  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Baltic,  becaufe  the  trees  grow  on  the  rocks,  and  are 
therefore  firmer,  more  compaft,  and  lefs  liable  to  rot  than  the  others,  which  chiefly 
fhoot  from  a  fandy  or  loamy  foil.  The  planks  are  either  red  or  white  fir  or  pine.  1  he 
red  wood  is  produced  from  the  Scotch  fir,  and  the  white  wood,  which  is  in  fuch  high 
eftimation,  from  the  fprucefir.  This  wood  is  the  moft  demanded,  becaufe  no  country 
produces  it  in  fuch  quantities  as  this  part  of  Norway.  Each  tree  yields  three  pieces  of 
timber,  eleven  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  is  ufually  fawed  into  three  planks;  a  tree 
generally  requires  feventy  or  eighty  years  growth  before  it  arrives  at  the  greateft  per- 
fedion. 

The  environs  of  Chriftiana  not  yielding  fufficient  planks  for  exportation,  the  greater 
part  of  the  timber  is  hewn  in  the  inland  country,  and  floated  down  the  rivers  and  cata- 
rads.  Saw-mills  are  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  the  planks,  but  muft  be  privi- 
leged, and  can  only  cut  a  certain  quantity.  The  proprietors  are  bound  to  declare  on 
oath,  that  they  have  not  exceed  that  quantity  ;  and  if  they  do,  the  privilege  is  taken 
away,  and  the  faw-mill  deftroyed.  There  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  privileged 
faw-mills  at  Chriftiana,  of  which  one  hundred  belong  to  the  family  of  Anker.  The 
quantity  of  planks  permitted  to  be  cut,  amounts  to  twenty  million  ftandard  deals,  twelve 
feet  long,  and  one  inch  and  a  quarter  thick. 

During  our  fl:ay  at  Chriftiana  we  received  great  civilities  from  the  Ankers,  the  richeft 
and  moft  commercial  family  in  Norway.  Mr.  Bernard  Anker,  who  is  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society,  fpeaks  Englifli  nearly  as  well  as  a  native,  poffefl^es  an  excellent  houfe  in 
Chriftiana,  elegantly  furniflied  in  the  Englifli  tafte,  and  ornamented  with  a  good  collec- 
tion of  piftures,  which  he  purchafed  in  Italy.  He  lives  in  a  ftyle  of  magnificence,  and 
receives  all  travellers  with  unbounded  hofpitallty.  He  has  an  excellent  library,  a  good 
apparatus  of  natural  philofophy  from  England,  and  a  curious  colledion  of  the  minerals 
and  marbles  of  Norway. 

We  accompanied  IN'Ir.  Anker  to  Vickery,  a  neat  villa  belonging  to  his  family,  four 
miles  from  Chriftiana,  which  ftands  pleafantly  on  the  bay,  and  commands  many  pic- 
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turefque  views.  The  planks  are  fliipped  clofe  to  the  houfe.  'From  thence  Mr.  Peter 
Anker  drove  in  a  low  phaeton,  drawn  by  two  adtive  Norwegian  ponies,  to  Bockftadt, 
a  country-houfe  which  he  hasju!!;  built  on  the  banks  of  a  fmall  but  beautiful  lake,  four 
miles  from  Vickery,  in  the  inidll  of  an  endlefs  foreft,  and  furrounded  by  mountains. 
lie  fhewed  us  his  grounds,  which  are  laid  out  pleafantly,  and  carried  us  into  his  kitchen- 
garden,  which  produces  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  excellent  cherries,  pears,  apples,  apri- 
cots, currants,  goofeberries,  and  in  a  hivourable  feafon  tolerable  peaches.  He  pointed 
out  a  fmall  plantation  of  the  principal  trees  \vhich  are  indigenous  in  Norway,  I  remark- 
ed the  plane,  afpin,  afli,  mountain  alh,  oak,  elm,  beech,  birch  alder,  willows,  and  va- 
rious fpecies  of  pines  and  firs,  which  form  the  riches  of  thefe  parts. 

Mr  Peter  Anker  has  lately  introduced  various  fpecies  of  Englifii  huftandry ;  parti- 
cularly he  has  fown  crops  of  clover,  which  fucceed  well,  and  has  lately  cultivated  tur- 
nips. 

Chap.  III. — Silver  Mines  of  Kongjhcrg.  —  Cobalt  Works  of  Fcjfum.  —  Journey  into  the 

interior  Parts  of  Norway. 

SEPTEMBER  10.  We  quitted  Chriftiana.with  much  regret,  after  having  exprefled 
our  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Bernard  Anker  for  his  extreme  politenefs  and  hofpitality.  He 
aifo  increafed  our  obligations  by  Iketching  out  a  tour  through  the  inland  parts  of  Nor- 
way, and  by  giving  us  a  circular  letter,  which  we  found  a  paffport  of  introdudion,  and 
a  means  of  procuring  accommodations  and  information. 

A  little  beyond  Giellebeck,  the  fecond  poft-houfe  from  Chrifliana,  we  paffed,  near 
the  high  road,  a  quarry  of  whitilh  grey  marble,  which  was  opened  to  fupply  the  iiones 
for  the  new  church  at  Copenhagen,  but  is  no  longer  worked.  In  the  middle  of  the 
quarry  ftands  a  marble  column,  erefted  in  honour  of  the  late  King  Frederic  the  Fifth, 
who  vifited  this  fpot.  The  houl"es,  and  even  cottages,  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  are 
ornamented  with  (taircafes  of  this  beautiful  marble. 

From  this  quarry  we  afcended  through  forells  of  pines  and  firs  to  the  fummit  called 
Paradifberg,  or  the  Mountain  of  Paradife,  fo  denominated  from  the  fine  profpefl:,  but 
which,  in  my  opinion,  was  inferior  to  that  we  enjoyed  from  the  eminence  overhanging 
Chrilliana.  The  general  features  of  this  profpedi  are  views  of  diflant  mountains  riung 
above  mountains ;  rich  and  extenfive  forells,  and  below  a  fertile  valley  watered  by  the 
Dramme,  with  the  three  towns  of  Brasgnetz,  Stromfoe,  and  Tanger,  fcanding  ,at  fmall 
diftances  from  each  other  at  the  bottom  of  fonie  rugged  rocks,  and  on  the  margin  of 
a  bay. 

Thefe  three  towns  are  known  by  the  general  name  of  Dramme,  becaufe  they  are  firu- 
atjd  on  that  river.  Each  has  its  own  church  and  feparate  jurifdidion.  The  inhabitants 
are  induftrious,  and  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade.  The  principal  exports  are  timber 
and  planks;  the  imports,  chiefly  corn,  and  lead  from  England  for  fmelting  the  filver 
ore  at  Konglterg. 

We  changed  horfes  at  Brasgitetz,  which  lies  on  the  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to 
Stromfoe  and  Tanger,  and  continued  our  route,  coafting  the  Dramme,  through  a  de- 
lightful valley,  extremely  rich  in  corn  and  paflure,  fo  thickly  peopled,  that  every  fifty 
yards  we  obferved  a  cottage,  and  for  feveral  miles  together  feemed  to  pafs  through  a 
continued  village.  The  floping  declivities  which  bound  this  vale  are  fo  thickly  covered 
with  trees,  that  at  fome  diftance  they  appeared  as  if  clad  with  herbage.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  this  pleafant  dillrift  chiefly  derive  their  fuftenance  from  the  tranfport  of  corn 
and  merchandize  to  Kongfberg,  and  in  carrving  back  the  filver  coined  at  the  mint  of 
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that  place.  Having  ferried  over  the  Dramnie  at  Hogs-fund,  we  quitted  th's  fmilinf^- 
valley,  and  pafiing  among  hills  and  rorLs,  and  over  (lony  roads,  did  lift,  till  ihe  dufk 
of  the  evening,  reacli  Kongfoerg,  celebrated  for  its  filv'.  r  mines,  ihe  produce  of  which 
has  been  confiderably  exaggerated  by  mofl  of  the  travtlicrs  who  have  paibliflied  on  this 
{'ubjed. 

Kongfberg  firetches  on  both  fides  the  river  Lowe,  which,  in  its  courf?  through  the 
town,  falls  in  a  ftries  of  fmall  but  pi<5turefc]ueeatarads  over  the  bare  rocks.  The  crags 
which  border,  the  town  are  in  feme  parts  naked,  in  others  clothed  with  wood,  and  inter- 
mixed occafionally  with  flips  of  corn  and  pafture;  but  although  there  are  a  few  agree- 
able and  fertile  fpots,  yet  the  prominent  features  of  the  circumjacent  fcenery  are  rugged- 
nefs  and  horror.  Kongfberg  contains  about  one  thoufiuid  houfes,  including  the  miners, 
and  fix  thoufand  inhabitants.  We  were  accompanied  to  the  mines,  which  lie  two  miles 
from  the  town,  by  a  merchant  who  fpoke  EngHfh,  and  obligingly  fervcd  as  our  in- 
terpreter. 

Thefe  mines  were  difcovered  and  opened  during  the  reign  of  Chriflian  IV.  Six-and- 
thirty  mines  are  now  working  ;  the  deepefi:,  called  Sei^cn-Gottes  in  dcr  North.,  is  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  perpendicular.  The  matrix  of  the  ore  is  the  fasian  of  Lin- 
naeus ;  the  filver  is  extrafted  according  to  the  ufual  procefs,  either  by  fmelting  the  ore 
with  lead,  or  bj  pounding.  Pure  filver  is  occafionally  found  in  fmall  grains  and  in 
fmall  pieces  of  different  fizes,  feldom  weighing  more  than  four  or  five  pounds.  Some- 
times, indeed,  but  extremely  rare,  maiTes  of  a  confiderable  bulk  have  been  difcovered, 
and  one  in  particular  which  weighed  409  marks,  and  was  worth  3000  rix-dollars(6ool.); 
this  piece  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  cabinet  of  curiofities  at  Copenhagen. 

Formerly  thefe  mines  produced  annually  70,0001.  ;  and  in  1769,  even  79,000!.  ;  at 
prefent  they  yield  only  from  50,000!.  to  54,600!.  Above  4,000  men  were  neceffary 
for  working  the  mines,  fmelting  and  preparing  the  ore^  but  a  few  years  ago,  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  miners  were  removed  to  the  cobalt  works  lately  eftabliflied  at 
Foffum,  and  to  other  mines,  which  has  reduced  the  number  to  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred. By  thefe  and  other  reduftions,  the  expence,  before  ellimated  at  5,,  6^1.  per 
month,  amounts  to  only  4,400!.  or  about  52,800!.  per  annum.  Yet  even  with  this  di- 
minution the  expences  generally  equal,  and  Ibmetimes  exceed  the  profits. 

Governm.ent,  therefore,  draws  no  other  advantage  frvrm  thefe  mines,  than  by  giving 
employment  to  many  perfons,  who  would  be  otherv/ii'e  incapable  of  gaining  their  liveli- 
hood, and  by  receiving  a  certain  quantity  of  fpecie,  whicli  is  much  wanted  in  the  ex- 
hauited  {late  of  the  Danifh  finances.  For  fiich  is  the  deficiency  of  fpecie,  that  even  at 
Kongfberg  itfelf,  change  for  a  banlc  note  is  with  difiiculty  obtained  ;  the  miners  are  paid 
in  final!  notes,  and  the  whole  expences  defrayed  in  paper  currency.  The  value  of 
J 3,000  rix-dollars,  or  2,600  in  bloclc-filver,  is  annually  fent  to  Copenhagen  ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ore  is  coined  here,  and  transfe:-red  to  C'^uenbagen.  The  largefl:  piece 
of  money  now  (truck  at  Konglberg  is  only  eigiit  fliillingt;,  or  four-pence. 

September  1 1.  Having /atisfied  our  curiofity,  we  departed  from  Kongfberg  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  directed  our  courfe  to  the  cobalt  works  at  Foffum.  We  returned  to  Hogs- 
fund  ;  but  inflead  of  ferrying  over  the  Dramme,  coalled  the  river  for  a  little  way,  then 
turned  into  fo  rugged  a  road  with  fuch  deep  ruts,  that  we  narrowly  efcaped  being  over- 
turned, and  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of  our  deft ination  till  paft  midnight.  We  pre- 
vioufly  fent  forward  a  peafant  to  order  beds,  expecting  to  find  an  inn,  or  at  leaft  a  cot- 
tage, wherein  we  might  pafs  the  night.  To  our  extreme  difappoiyrment,  however,  we 
learned  that  Foffum  contained  only  two  or  three  villages,  confiiting  of  i'cattered  cot- 
tages, and  that  the  place  v/e  flopped  at  contained  only  the  houfe  of  the  infpedor  of  the 
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cobalt  works.  As  it  was  extremely  dark  and  cold,  and  at  fome  diflance  from  any  hoiife 
where  we  could  be  accommodated,  and  more  particularly  as  the  roads  we  jult  pafled 
had  proved  fo  dangerous,  we  ventured  to  knock  at  the  infpector's  door,  and  requeft  ad- 
mittance for  two  Englifh  travellers  who  were  benighted.  The  family  being  in  bed,  we 
were  for  a  (hort  time  in  anxious  expectation  for  the  anfwer  ;  and  no  knight-errant  was 
ever  more  agreeably  fiieltered  from  darknefs,  wind,  and  weather,  than  we  were,  on  being 
admitted  over  the  hofpitable  threfhold. 

The  next  morning  a  good  breakfad  being  fpread  for  us,  and  compliments 
delivered  from  our  hoft  and  hoftefs,  with  an  iavitation  to  pafs  the  day  with  them,  an- 
nounced their  atreniion  and  civility.  We  now  found  that  the  name  of  this  parti- 
cular houfe  was  Foilum^  and  a  coUeftion  of  fmall  adjacent  cottages  was  denominated 
Modum. 

The  gentleman,  who  kindly  received  us  at  fo  undue  an  hour,  and  without  previous 
acquaintance,  was  Mr.  Bornftein,  a  native  of  Germany,  lately  appointed  infpector  of  the 
cobalt  works.  Having  paid  our  refpeifls  to  our  hoft  and  his  amiable  wife,  whofe  po- 
litenefs  we  fliall  ever  fecolleift  with  gratitude,  we  ftrolled  about  the  grounds,  and  ad» 
mired  the  fituation  of  the  houfe,  placed  near  the  rivulet  Simora,  in  the  midfl:  of  a  de- 
'lightful  valley,  fertile  in  paflure  and  corn,  hemp  and  flax,  and  bordered  by  high  rocks 
richly  clothed  with  wood. 

The  infpeclor  himfelf  politely  accompanied  us  to  the  works  :  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  whole  procefs,  from  the  firll  calcination  of  the  ore  to  its  final  reduction 
into  the  powder-blue,  and  were  fiirprifcd  to  find  that  it  pail'ed  through  two  hundred  and 
feventy  hands. 

The  mine  was  difcovered  about  eight  years  ago  on  the  fummit  of  a  rocky  mountain, 
near  Skutered,  a  finall  village  a  few  miles  from  Fofl'um,  where  the  works  are  eftablifhed 
on  account  of  the  num.erous  water-falls  which  are  neceflary  for  turning  the  mills.  A 
mile  from  the  mine  has  been  lately  found  a  vein  ot  the  mod  beautiful  quartz ;  a  fortu- 
nate difcovery,  as  quartz  is  neceffary  to  mix  with  the  cobalt-ore,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
powder-blue.  The  ore  being  calcined,  reduced  to  powder,  and  refined,  yields  the  blue 
powder  fo  much  ufed. 

The  fabric  employs  thirty-fix  men,  and  the  mines  three  hundred  and  twenty.  lu  . 
1783,  fourteen  hundred  or  fifteen  hundred  weight  was  obtained,  which  fold,  according 
to  its  finenefs^  from  2I.  los.  to  i  2I.  the  hundred  weight,  and  yielded  io,oool.  The  cx- 
pences  in  that  year  amounted  to  12. cool,  becaufe  the  numerous  buildings  and  ma- 
chines neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  works  were  flill  conftructing.  When  thefe  are  fi- 
nifhed,  the  cxpences  will  not  exceed  40001.  and  the  infpeftor  affured  me,  that  he  (hould 
then  be  able  to  make  double  the  quantity  that  he  can  at  prefent.  Therefore  the  clear 
gain  to  the  crown  will  fcarcely  fall  ihort  of  i6,ocol.  per  annum.  The  difcovery  of  this 
mine  is  a  great  acquifition  to  Denmark,  as  befides  giving  employment  to  many  hands, 
it  prevents  the  importation  of  powder-blue. 

Six  miles  from  Folium,  we  flopped  at  the  fmall  village  of  Skutered,  and  afcended 
the  mountain,  on  the  fummit  of  which  are  the  mines  of  cobalt.  There  are  two  mines, 
called  the  north  and  fouth,  each  with  four  pits  or  openings;  the  deepeft  is  no  more  than 
fourteen  fathom,  becaufe  the  ore  is  ftill  in  great  plenty  near  the  furface.  It  is  found  in 
veins,  and  blown  up  with  gunpowder.  In  our  way  we  paffed  the  fine  mine  of  quartz, 
which  fupplies  the  cobalt  works,  fo  neceffary,  becaufe  twelve  parts  of  quartz  are  mixed 
with  one  of  cobalt,  to  produce  the  Pruffian  blue.  The  quartz  is  as  white  as  alabafter, 
and  contains  large  veins  of  marien  glafs,  or  Ruffian  talc,  which  in  fome  countries  is  ufed 
for  windows.  Sf 
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The  profpe£l  from  the  fummit  commands  a  hilly  country,  and  a  diftant  plain  covered 
m  many  parts  with  rich  forefts,  watered  by  feveral  ftreams,  and  by  a  large  lake,  which 
divides  into  three  great  branches,  Tyrifiord,  Holefiord,  and  Helesfiord  ;  the  banks  are 
beautifully  covered  with  fields  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  chequered  with  wood.  Beinfr 
prevented  from  enjoying  this  delightful  view  by  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  we  defcended 
into  the  plain,  crofled  the  Snarum  upon  two  ratts,  made  of  whole  trees  lafhed  to- 
gether, and  came  to  Oulberg,  where  we  found  comfortable  accommodations  in  a  pea- 
fant's  cottage. 

The  next  morning  we  continued  cur  journey  through  a  moff  agreeably  diverfified 
country,  ibraetimes  through  extenfive  forefts  of  pine  and  fir,  interfperfed  with  other 
trees,  fometimes  crofTmg  the  fields  along  a  more  open  and  fertile  diftritt,  till  we  reached 
Skerendal,  a  fmall  village  in  the  valley  of  Skeere,  fo  called  from  a  rivulet  which  falls  into 
the  lake  Tyri. 

The  peafant,  who  ferved  as  poftillion,  conduced  us  to  a  clean  and  comfortable  houfe, 
clofe  to  a  faw-mill,  and  the  maid  inftantly  fet  before  us  fome  cofl'ee,  cream,  bread,  and 
butter.  Having  taken  refrefimient,  we  demanded  what  we  had  to  pay  ?  "  Nothing," 
replied  the  fervant ;  and  on  exprefling  furprife,  as  we  took  the  houl'e  for  an  inn,  fhe 
added,  her  mafter  was  owner  of  the  faw-mill ;  he  was  then  abfent,  or  would  have  been 
proud  to  receive  us ;  he  left  conftant  orders  to  admit  travellers,  and  furnilh  them  with 
every  thing  they  demanded,  without  accepting  the  leafl:  gratuity  ;  and  if  we  would  flay 
and  dine  there,  it  would  be  adding  to  the  obligation  we  had  already  conferred  by  accept- 
ing their  fcanty  fare. 

After  exprefling  our  acknowledgments  for  this  inftance  of  difinterefled  hofpitality, 
we  embarked  in  a  fmall  boat,  and  rowed  acrofs  the  lake  Tyri,  which  made  the  principal 
feature  in  the  profpeds  we  lately  enjoyed.  This  beautiful  piece  of  water  is  twenty-five 
miles  in  circumference,  including  bays  and  creeks ;  the  ihores  are  gentle  eminences 
richly  variegated  with  fertile  meadows,  corn-fields  and  hanglng-forefls,  and  backed  by 
lofty  mountains  towering  above  each  other.  Having  rowed  acrofs  the  lake,  we  landed 
near  Hole,  a  fmall  village  in  the  diftricl  of  Ringerike,  defervedly  efteemed  the  mofl 
fertile  part  of  Norway. 

From  Hole,  we  continued  our  journey  through  a  rich  plain,  the  narrow  roads  wind- 
ing between  corn-fields  and  inclofures  of  pafture,  and  changed  horfes  at  Steen,  near  the 
picturefque  ruins  of  a  church  feated  on  a  gentle  eminence.  Steen  contains  a  few  remains 
of  ramparts,  which  prove  it  to  have  been  a  place  of  fome  importance.  At  a  little  dif- 
tance  we  noticed  a  mound  of  earth  or  barrow,  called  by  the  natives  the  tomb  of  Hal- 
den  the  Black,  King  of  Norway,  and  a  little  further  paifed  the  church  of  Norderhug, 
famous  for  a  battle  between  the  Swedes  and  Norwegians.  We  foon  quitted  the  rich 
plain,  and  penetrating  into  a  hilly  country,  found  the  roads  fo  exceedingly  flony  and 
Iteep  as  to  I'equlre  the  utmoft  caution ;  particularly  as  the  horfes  in  thefe  parts  are  ex- 
ceedingly aftlve  and  Hvely. 

At  Setran  we  again  changed  horfes,  and  while  they  were  getting  ready,  made  our  re- 
pafl  in  a  peafant's  cottage,  containing  a  room  with  two  beds,  which  for  cleannefs  and 
neatnefs  would  have  done  credit  to  a  gentleman's  houfe.  In  the  room  I  obferved  a  print 
of  the  unfortunate  Struenfee  in  prifon,  tormented  by  the  devil :  thefe  prints  were  circu- 
lated and  eagerly  purchafed  by  the  common  people  at  the  time  of  his  fall. 

From  Setran  we  paffed  through  a  valley,  enriched  by  a  fine  waterfall,  detached  farms, 
churches,  clumps  of  trees,  difperfed  among  the  corn-fields  and  meadows  ;  a  river  glid- 
ing along,  and  heightening  by  its  tranfparency  and  murmurs  the  charms  of  this  delight- 
ful landfcape.     As  we  were  admiring  the  beauties  of  this  ever-changlng  fcenery  evening 
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came  on,  and  I  was  fuddenly  ftruck  with  a  phsenomenon,  which  never  occurred  to  me 
except  in  Switzerland,  and  which  1  at  firft  miiiook  for  a  meteor,  k  was  a  gleam  of  the 
fetting  fun,  illuminating  the  fnow-capped  fummitsof  the  diftant  mountains,  and  appear- 
ing like  a  flame  of  fire  fldrting  the  diftant  hoi  izon.  The  air  was  clear,  the  liars  fhone 
uncommonly  bright,  and  feemed  nearer  to  the  eye  than  I  had  ever  obferved  them  before, 
except  on  the  Swifs  alps. 

We  took  up  our  abode  during  the  night  at  Van,  a  village  feated  on  an  eminence, 
and  overlooking  the  Rands-Sion,  a  lake  near  fifty  miles  long,  and  fcarcely  more  than 
two  miles  broad,  embofomed  in  the  mountains  ;  the  floping  banks  fringed  with  wood, 
and  chequered  with  fcattered  cottages.  The  next  morning  vi'e  ferried  over  the  lake,  and 
coafted  it  about  fix  miles,  the  road  afcending  and  defcending  the  prt'cipices  which  over- 
hang the  water.  We  afterwards  rowed  over  feveral  fmaller  lakes,  which  iupply  Rreams 
that  fall  into  the  Rands-Sion.  1  obferved  much  peafe  and  fome  corn  (till  (landing,  which 
the  peafants  were  cutting,  and  feveral  fmall  patches  of  hops ;  goats  were  browfing  on 
the  fides  of  the  rocks,  and  flocks  of  fliecp  pafturing  in  the  vallics,  among  which  many 
were  black. 

In  thefe  parts  the  price  of  a  milch  cow  is  from  feven  to  nine  rix-dollars,  (il.  8s.  to 
il.  1 6s.)  and  in  winter,  vi'hen  fodder  is  fcarce  and  dear,  one  may  be  purchafed  for  i6s. 
We  met  during  this  day's  journey  numerous  bullocks  and  horfes  driving  for  fale  to 
Chriftiana.  The  bullocks  fell  from  al.  to  2I.  8s.  per  head  ;  and  the  horfes,  which  are 
from  thirteen  to  fourteen  hands  high,  and  remarkably  atlive  and  lively,  from  4I.  to  81. 
a-piece. 

We  next  reached  Gran  or  Granewolden,  Handing  on  an  eminence  in  the  midfl:  of 
an  extenfive  plain,  looking  down  on  feveral  conical  rocks,  covered  with  firs,  and  re- 
markable for  two  churches  in  the  fame  church-yard,  called  the  Two  Sifl:ers.  Thefe 
buildings  feem  of  the  fame  date,  and  at  a  fmall  difl:ance  nearly  refemble  each  other  ; 
one  is  built  of  flone,  the  other  white- waflied.  In  one,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  divine 
fervice  is  performed  only  in  Lent ;  in  the  other,  facred  to  St.  Nicholas,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  I  could  not  learn  by  whom,  or  at  what  period,  thefe  twin  churches 
were  conftrufted. 

The  fl:ony  roads  having  fliattered  the  wheels  of  my  cart,  we  flopped  to  repair  it  at . 
Dahlin,  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Rands-Sion,  backed  by  a  well  cultivated  and 
well-inhabited  mountain.  This  part  of  Norway  is  greatly  infefted  with  bears  and  wolves. 
The  bears  do  much  harm,  not  only  killing  cattle,  but  deftroying  corn  :  the  inftances  are 
very  rare,  which  induce  them  to  attack  the  human  fpecies.  The  fliepherds  are  ufually 
followed  by  large  dogs  of  the  Newfoundland  fpecies,  armed  with  collars  of  iron  fpikes, 
to  preferve  them  againft  the  wolves,  who  frequently  attack  them,  and  endeavour  to  feize 
them  by  the  neck.     The  bears  ufually  fly  from  them. 

The  roads  of  Norway  had  hitherto  appeared  to  us,  long  ufed  to  the  Swedifli  roads, 
exceedingly  rugged,  and  fcarcely  paflTable  with  carriages,  and  both  my  companion  and  I 
had  been  occafionally  overturned  ;  but  that  we  now  paflTed  over  mount  Kiolway  was  fo 
execrable,  that  the  others  were  in  comparifon  fuper-excellent.  I  much  queftion  indeed 
if  any  cart  had  ever  paflTed  before  we  ventured  to  traverfe  it.  We  afcended  four  Englifh 
miles,  and  then  defcended  about  the  fame  diftance,  and  were  obliged  to  difmount  and 
fupport  our  carriages,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  overfetting,  which,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  our  precautions,  occafionally  happened.  During  the  firfl:  part  of  the  way  we 
pafled  a  few  cottages  •,  but  further  on  all  was  wild  and  defolate,  rocks  clothed  with  pines 
and  firs,  a  dreary  but  fublime  fcenery,  commanding  from  the  fummit  a  mofl:  extenfive 
profpeft ;  to  the  fouth  of  the  delightful  country  we  had  traverfed  in  our  way  to  Dahlin, 
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the  Rands-SIon  appearing  like  a  broad  river  winding  among  the  gloomy  rocks;  to  the 
north,  hills  j  iled  upon  hills,  and  mountains  towering  above  mountains  ;  the  Ihowy  Alps 
of  Norway  clofing  the  majeftic  view. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  defcent  we  crofled  a  lively  rivulet  called  Ana,  came  to  a  lake  of 
the  faaae  name,  and  took  up  our  lodgings  at  the  village  of  Titerud,  mod:  deli<rhtfuily 
lituated  on  the  baijis  of  afmall  but  beautiful  lake,  forming  the  calmefl;  andloveiiefl  re- 
treat I  ever  beheld.  In  this  fequeftered  fpot,  we  found,  befides  the  rooms  appropriated 
to  the  family,  two  neat  bed-chambers  for  ourfelves,  met  with  excellent  tea  and  fu?ar 
butter  and  cream,  and  fupped  on  a  fine  trout,  weighing  fix  pounds,  with  which  filh  the 
lake  abounds. 

September  1 4.  At  Titerud,  we  quitted  the  mountains,  and  traverfed  a  gently  waving 
country,  as  fertile  and  pleafing  as  the  diflrifl:  of  Ringerike,  well  cultivated  and  well  peo- 
pled, the  roads  winding  through  the  fields  like  garden  walks  ;  we  changed  horfcs  at 
Ouickftand  and  Lund,  and  pafiing  through  a  lawn  planted  by  the  hand  of  nature,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  a  park,  reached  the  banks  of  the  lake  Miofs, 

This  lake  extends  from  north  to  fouth,  is  eighty  Englifh  miles  in  circumference-  and 
is  in  general  from  twelve  to  eighteen  in  breadth.  It  is  divided  by  a  large  peninfula,  and 
contains  one  ifland  ten  miles  in  circumference,  fertile  in  corn,  pafture,  and  wood  '  and 
fprinkled  with  feveral  farm-houfes. 

The  lake  on  the  fide  where  we  embarked  is  bounded  by  bleak  hills,  embrowned  with 
thick  groves  of  pine  and  fir,  whofe  gloomy  afped  reminded  me,  that  we  were  in  the 
6  ad  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  continued  on  the  oppofite  fide  with  banks  gently 
rifing  from  the  margin  of  the  water,  enriched  with  fields  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  re- 
fembling  the  fertile  diftricls  of  a  more  fouthern  climate,  the  whole  exhibiting  a  rugged 
perfpective,  and  picturefque  wildnefs  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  the  cultivated  beau- 
ties of  a  milder  atmofphere. 

We  rowed  between  the  ifland  and  the  peninfula,  on  the  extremity  of  which  ftands 
Nafs,  a  fmall  but  neat  village,  and  in  two  hours  landed  at  Hammer,  now  a  gentleman's 
feat,  formerly  a  large  town  containing  near  two  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  fite  of  this 
once  flourifhing  place  can  now  be  only  traced  by  fome  parts  of  the  old  walls,  heaps  of 
rubbifli,  and  the  piclurefque  remains  of  a  large  cathedral,  confifting  of  four  Gothic 
arches,  which  ftand  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the  lake. 

Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity,  we  reimbarked,  rowed  about  five  miles  to  a  fmall  vil- 
lage, landed,  and  walked  to  Giellum.  Here  we  procured  horfes,  and  continued  our 
journey  through  a  lefs  peopled  diftrift  thickly  ftrewn  with  foreils,  and  ferried  over  the 
Glomme,  about  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  Henley.  This  river  receives  the  Worme 
which  iffues  from  the  lake  Miofs.  We  had  frequent  views  of  the  Glomme,  which  pre- 
fented  a  broad  furface,  fometimes  watering  pleafant  vallies,  fometimes  interrupted  by 
faiid-banks,  over  which  it  frequently  ftiifts  its  courfe,  fometimes  winding  between  rocky 
cliffs,  and  precipitating  itfelf  in  frequent  catarafts. 

Being  now  in  the  fixty-fecond  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  in  a  mountainous 
country,  we  had  already  experienced  the  approach  of  winter.  On  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber it  Inowed  ;  on  the  fifteenth  was  a  fevere  hoar-frofl:,  and  the  furface  of  feveral  ponds 
and  ftagnant  waters  were  frozen  to  the  thicknefs  of  half-a-crovva.  It  was,  however 
clear  and  funny,  like  a  fine  day  in  November;  but  this  morning,  September  17,  it  is 
as  cold  and  fevere  as  the  beginning  of  January  in  England.  The  pines  and  firs  are  fo 
thickly  covered  with  hoar-frofl:  as  to  bear  the  appearance  of  being  fprinkled  with  fnow  • 
and  the  foreft  trees  have  changed  their  leaves  in  the  fpace  of  one  night. 
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This  morning  having  again  ferried  over  the  Glomme,  here  as  deep  and  about  as  broad 
as  the  Thames  at  Putney,  we  reached  Kongfvvinger,  a  flrong  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of 
Norway,  fituated  on  a  fteep  rock,  and  deemed  impregnable.  Charles  the  Twelfth  re- 
connoitred it,  but  found  the  pofition  fo  flrong,  that  even  he  thought  it  prudent  to  de- 
cline the  attack.  It  was  built  at  different  intervals;  the  moft  ancient  part  was  probably 
conftrufted  above  four  hundred  years  ago,  and  the  fortrefs  has  been  gradually  enlarged, 
particularly  by  Chriftian  the  Fifth  and  Frederic  the  Fourth.  Some  recent  fortifications 
render  it  a  regular  fortrefs  with  eight  baflions.  In  time  of  war  it  requires  a  garrifon  of 
one  thoufand  men ;  the  prefent  compliment  confifts  only  of  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
Some  eminences  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  command  the  fortrefs,  and  would  be  the 
only  means  by  which  the  works  could  be  attacked  with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  officer  who  accompanied  us,  thefe  heights  are  fo  extremely 
fteep  and  rugged,  that  it  would  be  almoft  impra£ticable  to  draw  to  their  fummits  large 
pieces  of  artillery  of  a  fize  fufficient  to  batter  the  walls. 

From  the  windows  of  the  fortrefs,  we  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  Glomme, 
winding  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of  hills,  clothed  with  trees,  and  chequered  with  fields 
of  corn  and  pafture  j  the  fmall  lake  Wingen  forming  a  beautiful  feature  in  the  varie° 
gated  landfcape. 
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TRAVELS  IN  SWEDEN: 

By  M.  F  O  R  T  I  A  * . 


PREFACE    OF    THE    AUTHOR. 

THE  kingdom  of  Sweden,  a  defcription  of  which  is  given  in  this  volume,  is,  on 
snany  accounts,  a  country  of  great  intereft  :  it  prefents  indeed  few  beauties  to  the  curi- 
ous eye  of  a  lover  of  the  arts  ;  nature  there  difpenfes  her  bounty  with  a  niggard  hand, 
and  the  fouthern  provinces  alone  fupport  their  inhabitants  without  a  fupply  from  abroad. 

But  what  places  Sweden  on  a  level  with  the  great  dates  of  Europe  is  its  laws,  its 
government,  and  the  energy  of  its  inhabitants.  The  loyalty  of  the  peafantry  of  Swe-> 
den  ranks  them  much  above  other  people.  Unfortunately  this  valuable  recommenda- 
tion is  daily  on  the  decline :  general  corruption  has  overfpread  the  great  towns,  and 
contagion  is  but  too  vifible  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  molt  frequented  by  ftrangers. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  northern  provinces,  with  thofe  of  the  mountains  in  the  other  pro- 
vinces, alone  preferve,  in  all  its  purity,  the  character  of  their  forefathers.  Notvvith- 
ftanding  the  degeneracy,  however,  which  has  in  fome  inflances  taken  place,  the  Svve- 
difli  peafant,  even  as  he  is,  is  ftill  the  moft  eftimable  of  any  in  Europe  j  at  leafl  of  thofe  • 
with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

This  volume  was  (for  the  moft  part)  printed  in   1793  j  circumftances,  which  tha. 
reader  will  without  difficulty  divine  by  reference  to  that  epoch,  obliged  us  to  difconti- 
nue  the  work,  and  wait  a  more  favourable  inftant  for  its  continuation.     To  the  fame 
caufe  is  to  be  attributed  the  great  number  of  typographical  errors  that  occur :  luckily, 
to  our  fatisfaftion,  they  are  all  of  them  eafy  to  be  corre([:ted  by  the  reader. 

We  fhall  obferve  that  the  different  pieces  with  which  we  have  been  favoured,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  differtation  on  the  Atlantka  of  Rudbeck  ;  the  letters  of  the  King's  mur- 
derers, and  all  that  regards  their  trial ;  the  relation  of  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  &c. 
are  inferted  exaftly  as  we  received  them,  not  allowing  ourfelves  the  liberty  of  making 
even  fuch  correftion  as  certain  paffages  appeared  to  require. 

Modern  Works  on  Swedetu 

Memoires  fur  la  Suede,  hy  Cuntzler.  2  vols.  A  work  of  merit;  the  fruit  of  the 
moft  laborious  refearch.  The  tables  are  of  the  greateft  fervice  :  they  are  getting  old, 
but  the  path  is  laid  down  ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  a  Swede  who  fliould  continue  the  work 
on  the  fame  plan,  might  with  little  difficulty  do  material  fervice  to  his  country. 

jin  hijiorical  Abridgement  of  the  prefent  State  of  Sweden.  1  vols.  lamo.  London,  , 
1748.     It  treats  of  the  interval  between  1680  and  1743;  very  concife,  not  always  cor- 
real:, and  of  but  fmall  efteem. 

*  Tranflated  from  the  French  of  Voyage  de  deux  Frangals  en  Alkmagnt,  Danemmik,  Sukk,  R''Jfie>  «'  Po- 
hgnci  Fait  en  I'j^o — J 792.     Paris,  1796.     5  vols.     8vo. 
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Tableau  de  la  Suede,  by  Catteau.     2  vols.     This  is  a  rapid  (ketch,  very  well  written. 

Abrege  de  Vhijioire  de  Suede,  par  Lagerbring.  i  vol.  We  know  not  why  an 
abridgement  was  given  in  the  tranflation,  rather  than  the  work  at  large  :  the  latter 
might  have  been  ufeful,  whereas  by  the  manner  in  which  the  fucceffion  of  events  is  con- 
tracted in  the  abridgement,  it  is  good  for  nothing. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Court  of  Sweden,  1789.  i  vol.  This  work  treats  of  fuch  individu- 
als alone  as  were  then  inexifbence.  The  refemblances  are  good  and  the  relations  juft ; 
the  work  however  is  lefs  pleafmg  than  one  would  expeft,  arifmg  poflibly  from  its  fpeak- 
ing  well  of  all. 

Travels  in  Sweden  by  a  Dutch  Officer  {M.  Dreven).  1  vol.  in  8vo.  1789.  This 
work  is  full  of  errors  and  inaccuracies  :  from  a  number  of  paflages  one  is  induced  to 
imagine  that  the  author  wrote  from  memory ;  for  what  he  defcribes  exifts,  yet  frequent- 
ly far  from  the  fpot  he  mentions ;  and  fometimes  he  has  feen  things  feen  by  no  one 
elfe.  _       - 

In  our  firfl  volume  we  fpoke  of  works  treating  of  the  dates  of  the  North.  Our 
readers  will  perceive  that  we  have  left  a  number  of  articles  as  they  were  compofed  in 
1 79 1,  before  the  death  of  Gujiaviis  III.  of  glorious  memory. 


ADVERTISEMENT    TO    THE    READER. 

Throughout  the  work  the  meafures,  weights,  and  money,  are  Swedifii,  except 
where  otherwife  defcribed  ;  with  the  value  of  thefe  the  reader  may  make  himfelf  ac- 
quainted by  reference  to  Chapter  XIX.  in  which  it  is  given,  in  Englifti  meafures, 
weight,  and  money,  as  well  as  in  French. 


TRAVELS  OF  TWO  FRENCHMEN  IN  THE  NORTH  OF  EUROPE. 

Chap.  I. — Entrance  into  Sweden. — Necefury  Precautions  for  thofe  who  travel  in  that 

Kingdom.— Helftnbiirg. — The  Province  of  Scania. — Carlfcroon. — Its  Naval  Arfenal. — 

Its  Docks. — Road  from  Carlfcroon  to  Gottenburg  through  Smaland. — Gottenburgh.  —  Its 

Hofpital —'Trade — Herring-fjhery — and  Cufloms.' — The  Landing  of  the  Danes. — Mar- 

Jlrand. 

IT  frequently  takes  an  hour  to  pafs  the  Sound  ;  we  crofled  it  in  two  and  thirty  mi- 
nutes. The  landing  charges  are,  for  a  berlin,  a  rix-doilar ;  for  a  chariot,  forty  ikil- 
lings,  which  fum  includes  the  whole  expence  to  the  inn  :  you  pay  alfo  for  every 
trunk,  but  however  heavy  your  luggage  the  charge  will  feldom  exceed  2  rix-dolJars. 
In  proportion  to  the  facility  and  convenience  of  embarkation  is  the  diificulty  and  dan- 
ger of  unfliipping  carriages,  as  there  is  neither  jetty,  quay,  nor  crane,  and  nothing  but 
lome  wretched  wooden  flairs,  with  heaps  of  {tones  at  the  foot,  which  prevent  the  boat 
from  reaching  them.  The  appearance  of  the  Danifh  coafl  is  much  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  Sweden. 

The  traveller  mufl:  take  care  to  provide  himfelf  with  fmall  notes,  as  he  will  oftentimes 
find  it  difficult  to  procure  change  even  for  one  of  1 2  (killing?,  and  efpecially  if  it  be  not  a 

bank 


FORTIA's    travel?   in    SWEDEN.  ^y ^ 

bank  note.  We  once  were  indebted  to  the  joint  contribution  of  fix  perfons,  the  pofl- 
mafter  inclufive,  for  cfTcfting  this  objefl;.  He  will  moreover  require  a  quantity  of  fmall 
copper  coin  to  give  to  the  podillions  for  irinkelt,  and  for  other  trifling  expences.  Since 
the  increafe  of  poflage  in  1 790  the  price  for  each  horfe  has  been  8  (killings  per  mile  *  ; 
they  are  low  and  llrong,  but  accuftnmed  to  draw  none  but  light  carriages  ;  fo  that 
when  the  carriage  is  either  heavy  of  itfelf,  or  much  laden,  they  harnefs  to  it  four  or  fix 
holies  ;  the  drink  money  for  the  poftillions  is  a  gratuity  ;  if  you  give  them  at  each 
change  of  horfes  a  flailing  and  a  half,  they  are  very  well  fatisfied  ;  you  give  befides  one 
ikilling  to  the  bdhar  (the  oftler  who  feeks  and  puts  the  horl'es  to  the  carriage).  It  is 
abfolutely  requifite  you  fhould  fend  forward  a  courier  five  or  fix  hours  before  you  to 
order  horfes,  as  they  are  not  kept  at  the  poft-houfe,  but  about  the  neighbourhood,  and 
fometimes  at  a  great  diilance.  This  precaution  may  however  prove  uuneceffary,  provi- 
ded you  travel  with  no  more  than  one  or  two  horfes,  fince  in  general  you  will  find  as 
many  at  the  pofl-houfe. 

You  fliould  travel  with  your  own  harnefs,  the  Swedifh  poftilions  ufing  none  but  cords, 
which  it  is  fometirnes  long  before  they  can  adjult,  if  you  have  many  horfes,  and  which 
frequently  break.     It  will  not  be   amifs  as  well  to  take  a  fervant  with  you,  who  may 
know  how  to  drive,  for  notwithftanding  the  roads  be  in  general  excellent,  there  yet  are 
certain  parts  of  them  on  which  you  would  rather  be  driven  by  fome  one  in  whom  you 
might  have  confidence,  than  by  a  country  lad  who  perhaps  will  never  have  drove  auc^ht 
before  but  his  plough.     Should  you  have  a  heavy  carriage,  apt  to  jirk  forward,  provided 
you  have  clogs  to  the  wheels,  we  advife  their  being  frequently  ufed,  although  this  mea- 
fure  will  not  always  prevent  the  poftilhons  from  going  at  a  full  gallop.     If  you  have  no 
fervant  to  fend  forward,  you  give  a  note,  on  which  is  exprefTed  the  number  of  horfes 
you  require,  and  the  time  at  which  you  compute  you  fhall  want  them,  which  is  carried 
by  a  countryman  from  pod  to  poft,  to  the  fpot  at  which  you  mean  to  flop,  which  mufl 
be  exprefTed  on  the  note.     I'or  this  you  pay  the  expence  of  one  horfe,  and  the  trinketi 
of  the  countryman,  the  fame  as  the  poflillion  :  you  may  alfo  fend  by  him  fuch  part  of 
your  luggage  as  you  wifh  to  be  difencumbered  of.     This  in  fhort  is  the  only  mode  of 
tranfporting  effefts  in  Sweden,  public  carriages  being  things  unknown.     No  inftance 
has  ever  been  adduced,  notwithftanding  the  frequent  change  of  the  carriage  by  which 
it  will  have  been  conveyed,  and  its  different  conductors  from  every  ftage,  of  a  box  being 
ever  loft,  much  lefs  broke  open  ;  nay  it  has  happened,  that  when  any  have  come  open 
from  accident,  the  contents  have  uniformly  arrived  fafe,  and  without  diminution,  un- 
touched :  this  tribute  of  juftice  is  due  to  the  Swedifh  peafantry,  as  it  tends  to  exalt  them 
much  above  that  of  every  other  country.     At  every  poft-houfe  the  traveller  is  prefent- 
ed  with  a  dag  book  (day-book),   in  which  he  inferts  his  name  and  quality,  v/hence  he 
©omes,  whither  going,  the  number  of  horfes  he  takes,  and  if  he  be  fatisfied  with  the 
previous  poftillion,  &c.  and  every  month  this  book  is  given  to  the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

It  is  abfolutely  requifite  you  fhould  carry  provifion  with  you.  Frequently  do  you  go 
ten  or  twenty  miles  f  without  finding  any  thing  but  milk,  wretched  beer,  brandy,  and 
bread  baked  fome  months  before  ;  this  is  the  cafe  even  in  fome  towns,  but  certainly  not 
all.     Of  lodging  you  are  conftantly  fecure,  every  poft-houfe,  without  exception,  being 

*  Formerly  the  price  was  4  ^killings ;  during  the  war  it  was  doubled.  We  are  not  informed  whether 
cr  no  it  has  been  reduced  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  as  the  peafantry  have  requefted  ;  who  perceive  that  there 
is  Icfs  travelh'ng  fince,  than  there  ufed  to  be  before  the  augmentation. 

f  The  Swedifli  mile,  which  is  that  ufed  through  the  work,  is  fa  Englifh  miles,  and  JJ'ths, 
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obliged  to  furnlfli  a  feparate  apartment  with  one  or  two  beds  for  travellers.  "We  foond, 
indeed,  at  fome  of  the  pofl-houfes  in  the  interior,  that  this  law  was  but  indifferently  ob- 
fervcd,  yet  fuch  inftances  were  very  rare.  Provided  with  a  fervant  who  may  fpeak  the 
Swedifli  language  you  will  avoid  much  inconvenience.  In  Sweden  you  may  travel  with- 
out any  apprehenfion,  in  perfeft  fafety,  either  by  night  or  day.  Unlefs  the  froft  be  well 
Jet  in,  efpecial  care  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  the  poftillions  quitting  the  high  road  ; 
they  are  conftantly  difpofed  to  take  the  fhorteft  cut,  to  fave  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  lefs, 
driving  over  lakes  not  fuflkieniiy  frozen,  or  whicli  begin  to  thaw.  As  thefe  are  fre- 
quently covered  with  fnovv,  you  fometimes  fink  into,  without  perceiving,  them.  Accidents 
of  this  defcription  are  fo  common  in  Sweden  that  the  number  of  perfons  annually  drovvn- 
.ed  thus  by  imprudence,  is  rated  at  two  thoufand. 

All  the  houfes  out  of  the  towns  are  built  of  wood,  and  this  even  in  Sania,  notvvith- 
fl;anding  the  contrary  affertion  of  Le  Voyagcur  Hollandais,  Many  confill  of  the  ground- 
floor  alone.  A  houfe  of  this  defcription,  of  a  good  fize,  cofts  a  hundred  rix-dollars 
building. 

Heliinburg  is  an  extremely  fmall  town,  fuch  as  clfewhere  would  rank  as  a  village ;  it 
contains  at  mod  but  twelve  hundred  inhabitants.  On  arriving  at  the  pod;  office  at  Hel- 
fuiburg,  you  (hew  your  pafl'port.  They  are  not  very  (frict  at  the  cuftom  houfe  ;  if  you 
give  a  note  of  24  Ikillings  to  the  officer,  he  will  be  fatisfied  without  examining  your 
trunks. 

From  Helfinburg  to  Carlfcroon  is  twenty-three  miles  and  a  half.  Chrlftianjladt  is  a 
fmall  town  tolerably  well  fortified  ;  the  King's  regiment  is  there  in  garrifon.  In  1772 
the  revolution  began  in  this  town,  owing  to  which,  Colonel  Hellicius,  who  commanded 
there,  obtained  the  name  of  *  Gujlafa/Iciold  (Guftavus's  fliield).  Chrifiianjiadt  Is  hmous 
for  its  manufafture  of  gloves.  As  you  leave  the  town  you  pafs  over  a  raifed  caufy 
of  fome  length,  made  over  the  marlhes,  which  on  this  fide  render  the  town  difficult  of 
accefs,  from  the  facility  with  which  they  may  be  inundated.  CarlJJmm  is  a  fmall  town, 
badly  paved,  yet  pretty  regularly  built  of  wood.  You  pafs  the  limits  of  Scania,  which 
you  will  have  traverfed,  before  you  arrive  at  Nory,  and  enter  Bleking.  The  divifion  of 
the  two  provinces  is  denoted  by  two  boundaries  of  granite,  on  which  the  arms  of  each 
are  engraven,  and  by  a  fmall  (tream  which  runs  a  few  paces  from  the  fpot. 

Scania  is  the  mildefl;  of  all  the  provinces  in  Sweden,  the  horfes,  oxen,  and  all  ani- 
mals are  larger  and  ftronger  in  this  part  than  in  any  other.  Many  gentlemen  pafs  the 
fummer,  and  fome  live  here  all  the  year  ;  but  a  ridiculous  pride  diminifhes  the  pleafure 
Avhich  otherwife  might  be  enjoyed  from  refiding  in  the  province.  The  vifits  of  gentle- 
men are  always  vifits  of  ceremony,  in  which  they  are  accompanied  by  a  number  of  fer- 
vants,  and  horfes,  that  are  all  maintained  by  their  hoft  for  feveral  days.  After  making 
a  tour  in  this  manner,  they  return  to  their  homes,  and  live  in  feclufion  during  the  reft 
of  the  year.  Their  nobility  is  fo  ftrongly  grafted  on  their  minds  that  they  pay  no  regard 
to  women  of  the  fecond  clafs,  even  though  they  fliould  be  married  to  men  of  the  high- 
efl:  rank.  The  fea  coafl:  is  extremely  pleafant  owing  to  the  different  profpects  it  affords, 
which  are  fuperior  to  thofe  on  the  fhores  of  Zeeland.  Here  is  fituated  the  greater  part 
of  the  houfes  of  the  nobility  ;  yet  along  the  high  road  we  did  not  diftinguifli  a  fingle 
one  worthy  of  remark.  On  every  fide,  as  you  proceed,  are  blocks  of  granite  laying  on. 
the  ground,  or  in  rocks,  and  trees  which  have  fplit  the  ftone  in  working  themfelves  a 

*  Ki  II  In  Swedifli,  found  like  cht  chi  in  Englidi ;  Jli  as  fchl. 
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paffage  to  the  light.  All  thefe  ftones  afford  ftrong  ground  for  prefumption,  that  the  foa 
at  feme  period  overflowed  this  fpot.  The  whole  of  this  road  is  beautiful ;  it  conflantly 
winds,  and  frequently  affords  moft  charming  profpefts.  In  1790,  even  attheclofe  of 
December,  there  were  no  fledges  ufed  for  loaded  carriages,  yet  the  road  was  not  lefs 
excellent.  This  province  contains  mines  of  coal,  alum  manufactories,  and  yellow  am- 
ber ;  but  the  fpots  where  they  are  found  are  at  a  difliance  from  the  courfe  of  the  road. 
At  Rang,  near  to  Skanor,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  province,  yellow  amber  is  found 
in  large  pieces.  Andrarum  and  Rajlunda  adjoin  each  other  on  the  road  from  Chriflan- 
Iladt  to  yftadt  (where  you  embark  to  go  to  Stralfund).  At  the  former  of  thefe  two 
places  is  a  quarry  and  manufaSory  of  alum ;  at  the  latter  yellow  amber  is  met  with. 
At  Boferup,  near  Lund,  is  a  coal-mine. 

At  a  fhort  diflance  from  the  boundaries  of  Scania,  on  the  road  to  Carlfcroon  there 
are  many  afcents  and  defcents,  down  which  the  peafants  drive  with  great  hardihood  at  a 
violent  rate.  You  cannot  be  deceived  as  to  difl:ance  on  the  high  roads  in  Sweden  there 
being  pofts  or  ftones  to  mark  it  at  every  half  and  quarter  of  a  mile.  Villages  in  Blek' 
ing  are  more  numerous  and  large,  but  for  the  mofl  part  make  but  a  wretched  appear- 
ance. In  this  quarter  you  fee  a  number  of  lone  houfes  fpread  about  the  country,  but 
very  few  of  brick,  as  afferted  by  many  travellers. 

Carlfcroon  was  a  pretty  well-built  town  before  the  fire  which  happened  in  1790, 
when  it  contained  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants.  At  prefent  it  is  almoft 
wholly  ruined,  not  one  houfe  in  eight  remaining.  The  naval  arfenals,  being  feparated  by 
a  wall  from  the  town,  were  luckily  preferved ;  a  high  wind  fpread  the  fire  fo  as  to 
make  it  general,  and  almoft  all  the  men  who  might  have  rendered  aflifl:ance  w^ere  at 
fea  on  board  the  fleet ;  add  to  which,  (for  what  reafon  is  unknown,)  there  was  in  many 
houfes  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  the  explofion  of  which  confequently  increafed  the 
diforder  inevitable  on  fuch  an  occafion.  This  town  is  fituated  on  an  ifland,  and  built 
on  the  rock  itfelf,  which  has  rendered  unneceflary  the  paving  of  many  of  its  ftreets 
but  which  at  the  fame  time  makes  it  very  unpleafant,  as  well  for  thofe  in  carriages  as 
fuch  as  go  on  foot.  The  port  is  an  excellent  one,  defended  by  two  forts,  as  well  as  bv 
its  pofition  ;  there  is  held  the  department  of  the  royal  navy.  The  old  dock  is  cut  out 
of  the  rock,  and  would  certainly  be  worthy  of  notice,  were  it  not  for  the  excellence  of 
the  new  one,  which  is  above  all  praife,  and  which  the  Romans  at  the  height  of  their  ce- 
lebrity would  not  have  bluflied  to  acknowledge  :  it  is  compofed  of  thirty-one  bafons, 
calculated  to  contain  twenty  fail  of  the  line  and  eleven  frigates  ;  the  bafons  are  cut  in  the 
folid  rock,  and  are  covered  fo  as  to  fhelter  the  veffels  completely  :  only  one  of  thefe  ba- 
fons are  completed ;  fome  of  the  reft  are  however  began,  but  it  feems  doubtful  whe- 
ther a  work  of  fuch  immenfity  will  ever  be  completed,  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  eftab- 
lifhment  not  being  likely  to  compenfate  its  vaft  expence ;  for  it  does  not  yet  appear  evi- 
dent  that  veffels  are  better  preferved  by  being  under  cover  tjian  expofed,  or  at  leaft 
that  their  duration  is  likely  to  be  fo  far  prolonged  as  to  make  the  difference  counterba- 
lance  the  cofl:  of  the  undertaking.  A  foreigner  travelling  to  Carlfci'oon  will  find  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  write  to  fome  correfpondent  to  procure  him  lodgings,  as  otherwife  he  muft 
put  up  with  fuch  as  the  pofl-houfe  affords,  which  are  wretched  in  extreme.  Luckily  the 
naval  department,  which  cannot  be  removed,  will  fecure  the  fpeedy  re-edification  of  the 
town.  The  fleet  is  very  confpicuoufly  difcernible  as  you  pafs  along  a  wooden  brido-e 
on  both  fides  of  which  are  the  fhips  of  the  line  and  frigates.  We  counted  fixteen  of 
the  former  (their  number  being  diminifhed  by  more  than  a  third  part  in  courfe  of  the 
war).  The  frigates  fuffered  lefs.  Independent  of  thefe,  three  or  four  are  always  ftation- 
ed  at  jGottenburg,  and  feveral  at  Sweaburg. 
.  VOL  VI.  3  c  At 
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At  Carlfcroon  there  are  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy.flve  marines,  divided 
into  twenty-nine  companies,  one  of  which  confifts  of  feventy-five  men,  and  thirty-two 
of  fifty  each,  the  drums  and  fifes  not  included  ;  befides  thefe,  at  Gottenburg  there  is  a 
company  of  one  hundred  men,  and  twelve  thoufand  failors  regiftered  for  the  grand  fleet, 
who  in  peace  time  employ  themfelves  as  they  will.  Their  allowance  from  the  department 
is  fix  (livers  a  day  and  two  pounds  of  bread.  Each  veflel  takes  on  board  ammunition  fuf- 
cient  for  fixty  broadfides. 

State  of  the  Swedifh  Fleet  in  1 766. 


At  Carlfcroon. 

At  Stockholm. 

At  Gottenburg. 

Ships  of  the  line. 

Galleys. 

Frigates. 

I  of 
lof 

100  guns 
96 

12  of  44  oars,  carrying   4   fix- 
pounders,  and  1  of  twenty- 

1  of                -              36  guns 
I  of                 -              30 

1  of 

2  of 

84 
7+ 

four  pound  on  the  poop. 
28  of  40  oars,  armed  in  the  fame 

I  of                 -              24 

3  of 

70 

manner. 

3 

a  of 

66 

6    of    36,    the   large    cannon. 

5  of 

6  of 
I  of 
I  of 

64 
60 
54 
50 

twflve-pounders. 
4  of  32,  do. 
4  of  28,  do. 

Galleys. 
5  of  28  oars,  I   twelve-pounder, 
and  4  fix-pounders. 

54 

Brigantines. 

^3 

Praams. 

2  of  20  guns  and  6  pair  of  oars. 

Praams  or  floating  batteries. 

4  of  24  oars,  and  24  large  guns. 

4             Deml-gallies. 

4  of  20  guns  and  24 

oars. 

I  of  24  oarsj  and  16  large  guns. 

Galliot. 

Frigates, 
lof 

Advice  boats. 

I  armed  with  mortars  and  2  fix- 

40  guns 

3  well  armed,  with  32  oars. 

pounders. 

1  of 

2  of 
2  of 

36 
24, 

Galliot. 
1  armed  with  2  large  mortars  and 

RECAPITULATION. 
Ships  of  the  line          -             23 

2  of 
I  of 

18 

12 

2  fix-pounders. 
Brigantine. 

Frigates           -             -             12 
Galleys             -              -             ^g 
Demi-galleys                 -              4. 

9 

1  of  20  guns  and  6  pair  of  oars. 

Galliots           .             .               6 

Brigantines                    -               3 

Galliots. 
4  carrying  2  mortars 
pounders. 

and  2  fix- 

Praams              -             -                g 
Tranfports                   -            2 1 

Tranfports. 

6  of  large  tonnage  for  mafts  and 
timber. 

1 4  fmaller  ones. 

State  of  the  Fleet  in  the  Port  of  Carlfcroon  in  1775. 

Ships  of  the  line— continued. 


Ships  of  the 

line. 

Guns. 

The  King  Frederic 

. 

70 

Adolphus  Frederic 

. 

70 

The  Qiieen  Louifa  Ulrica 

70 

The  Prince  Cuftavus 

. 

70 

The  Prince  Charles  Frederic 

70 

The  Lion  of  Gothia 

- 

70 

Guns. 

Fredericus  Rex 

60 

The  Hefle  Caffel 

to 

The  Rrehme 

60 

The  Finland 

60 

The  Prince  Charles 

60 

The  Frederic  Adolphus 

60 

Jl 
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Ships  of  the  line— continued. 

Guns 

The  Sophia  Albertina            « 

60 

The  Sophia  Charlotte 

60 

The  Frederica  Amelia 

60 

The  States  of  the  Realm 

60 

The  Liberty 

6o 

The  Union  or  Concord 

60 

Fifties. 

The  Upland 
The  Sudermania 

5° 

The  Sparre 

50 

Frigates. 

The  Black  Eagle 
The  Prince  Guftavus 

38 

36 

The  Phoenix 

3+ 

loft  in 

.1782. 


18 


Frigates— continued. 


The  Falcon 
The  Illerim 
The  Iramas 
The  Vulture 


The  Pollux 
Goia 


Guns. 
34- 
34 
3+ 
34 


Brigantinea. 


of  18  guns. 
of  10 


Galleys  armed  as  before  ftated. 
The  Carlfcroon 
The  Cronenberg 
The  Malmcea 
The  Bleking. 


Praams. 


The  Achilles 
The  Heftor 


26  guns. 
26 


Remark.  The  Elephant,  of  124  guns, 
the  reign  of  Eric  XIV. — At  the  time 
fleet  coififted  of  thirty-eight  (hips  of  the 


was  the  largeft  veflel  that  Sweden  ever  had  ;  ft  was  in  being  undfr 
of  the  landing  of  Charles  XII.  in  Zealand  in  f  700,  the  Swedifli 
line,  exclufive  of  frigates,  fire-fliips,  and  praams. 


Expence  of  the  Swedifli  Navy  at  the  periods  adverted  to. 


1696. 

1764. 

1768. 

1772. 

Silver  Dollars. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

For  the  admiralty  and  corps  of  cadets  at 

* 

"N 

Carlfcroon 

- 

- 

624,765 

Sailors 

- 

». '39^815 

53>793 

Fleet  of  Galleys  at  Stockholm 

^      671,4981 

I                   • 

138,817 

Flotilla  of  Finland 

21,866 

■^     1,404,304 

276,647 

Veflels  on  the  ftocks 

- 

"- 

. 

458,329 

Dock-yard  at  Carlfcroon 

. 

- 

. 

175,000 

Naval  evolutions 

J 

- 

J 

50,000 

Charges  of  convoy 

- 

550,000 

Coalling  pilots 

- 

619 

671.4985 

1,712,330 

1,404,304 

^777.351 

If  to  this  laft  fum  be  added  the  expence  of  the  provincial 

regiments  in  17 

72,7 

■  See  table  ] 

•  ,171,190 

and  that  of  recruits,  with  the  general  expences  of  the  faic 

year. 

.1X> 

2,708,880 

the  fum  will  (hew  the  whole  expence  of  the  Swedi(h  forces 

that  year  in  filv 

er  dollars. 

5.657,421 

According  to  the  report  laid  before  the  fecret  committee  in  1772,  the  whole  expence 
of  the  army,  as  detailed  in  the  tables  above,  (exclufive  of  the  charges  incurred  by  the 
works  on  the  fluices  oi  Trolihetta)  amounted  to  5,540,957  dollars,  which  at  three  per 
rix-dollar./  give  1,846,985  rix-dollars  banco,  which  agrees  tolerably  well  with  the  fum 
ubove  noticed. 

By  the  ftatement  of  Field-marfhal  Count  de  Ehrenfvoerd,  relative  to  the  royal  navy, 
it  appears  that  the  galley  fleet  at  Stockholm,  during  the  time  it  was  under  the  diredtion 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  cofl:  annually  223,893  filver  dollars  ;  and  that  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  faid  Field-marflial,  the  flotillas  of  Stockholm  and  Finland  conjointly  cod 
no  more  than  101,020  dollars  per  year.      Owing  to  the  management  of  this  general, 
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the  flotilla  is  conftruded  of  armed  fliips,  which  are  calculated  to  ferve,  as  clrcumftances 
may  require,  either  as  frigates  or  galleys. 

The  towns  and  certain  farms  in  the  maritime  provinces  are  obliged  to  furnifli  the  King 
with  failors ;  fo  that  the  navy  is  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  provincial  army;     There 
are  befides  fome  volunteer  failors,  who  for  a  moderate  fum  engage  themfelves  on  board 
the  fleet,  and  who  at  intervals  enter  the  merchant  fervice. 
The  whole  naval  force  confifts, 

In  failors  furniflied  by  the  towns,  to  the  number  of  —  84G0 

The  rotar,  doubled  —  —  —  8300 

Recruits  —  —  -~  —  700 

Total         17,400 

But  according  to  Cantzler,  when  the  rotar  is  not  doubled,  which  only  happens  in  time 
of  war,  when  the  volunteers,  the  recruits,  the  failors  from  the  towns,  and  the  boys, 
who  are  rarely  called  upon,  are  not  employed,  there  remains  on  fervice  no  more 

than 

For  the  towns  —  —  —  800 

The  rotar  —  —  —  6200 


7000 


The  ftaff  of  the  Swedifh  navy  confifted,  in  1773,  of  a  grand  admiral,  two  admirals, 
three  vice-admirals,  four  rear-admirals,  one  rear-admiral,  the  prefident  of  the  dock- 
yards; fix  colonels,  H;wenty-fix  lieutenant-colonels,  nineteen  majors,  fixty-two  cap- 
tains, ninety-five  lieutenants,  one  aid  de  camp-general,  a  warehoufe  keeper,  a  captain 
commandant  of  artillery,  a  roll-mafl:er,  two  captains  of  the  dock-yards,  five  lieu  tenant - 
captains,  a  captain  commandant  of  pilots  and  coafting  pilots,  and  a  lieutenant  of  pilots. 
In  all  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  officers. 

Expences  of  the  royal  navy  according  to  the  fl:atementof  1787. 

Rix-dollars  in  fpecie. 

For  the  board  of  admiralty                 -             -  16,058     16 

the  fleet  and  dock-yards               -             -  472,191     30     9 

the  fquadron  at  Gottenburg          -             -  7, 3  8926 

loan  to  the  failors            -             -             -  »45597     3^     6 

the  equipage  of  the  Swedifli  fleet  and  flotilla  36,841      13     9 

of  the  Finnifli  flotilla                      -             -  53»448     38 

• '  90,290     3  9 

The  commiflariat               -                -            -  -                    66,666  o,'^. 


o 


Total  in  rix-dollars         667,194     2  o 
To  this  if  the  expence  of  the  army  for  the  faid  year  be  added,  for  the 

particulars  of  which  fee  Table  III.  equal  to  -  -  1,064,996  18  o 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  1787,  for  the  army  and  navy  col- 

ledively,  will  be  -  -  -  -  1,732,190  20  o 

■  II     I    ■     iiHw II 

From 
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From  tarlfcroon  to  Gottenburg  is  thirty-feven  miles  and  a  quarter ;  you  return  by 
the  road  you  have  already  pafTed  as  far  as  Runneba;  about  halt  a  league  beyond,  voii 
turn  to  the  right.     There  is  another  road  by  Killeiid,  but  it  is  longer  and  lels  plealant. 
Between  Skiceurgue  and  Diuraniola,  you  leave  Bleking  to  enter  Smaland  :  the  roads  are 
conftantly  good,  but  hilly  ;  the  country  wild  :  water  is  rarely  found  at  the  pofl:  houfes, 
inftead  you  rauft  be  content  with  bad  beer  and  brandy  wine  ;  there  are  many  forefts  of 
fir  and  pine,  which,  however,  are  frequently  of  ftunted  growth,   and  here  and  there 
lakes.  That  near  which  the  town  of  Vexioeu  is  fituated,  is  rather  confiderable.    Vexiceu 
is  a  very  fmall  town  :  notwithftanding  it  be  the  refidence  of  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  a  bifhop,  nothing  is  to  be  had,  and  the  necefiity  of  carrying  your  own  provi- 
fions  is  as  evident  here  as  in  the  mofl:  inconfiderable  hamlet ;  one  of  the  llreets  is  Uned 
with  trees,  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe  with  all  of  them,  as  fome  travellers  relate. 
On  leaving  Vixioeu,you  crofsover  bridges,  feveral  times,  a  river  which  has  its  origin  in 
the  lake,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Baltic  about  a  mile  from  Carlfliam ;  it  is  called  the 
Moriinfo :  afterwards  you  coafl  along  the  lake  for  fome  time.     Succeed  a  number  of 
woods  more  flourifliing  than  thofe  paffed  before  ;    the  confequence  doubtlefs  of  their 
greater  dillance  from  the  fea,  which  begins  to  be  confiderable.     The  whole  of  this  road 
is  mountainous  ;  if  your  luggage  be  heavy,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  the  road  for  Jon- 
koeuping  upon  arriving  at  OEurs,  for  although  it  be  rather  the  fartheft  way,  it  is  bv 
much  the  mofl  agreeable,  and  pafles  through  feveral  towns  to  Gottenburg,  whereas  by 
the  former  road  you  go  through  none.     You  traverfe  the  whole  of  Smaland,  a  pro- 
vince which  gives  title  to  the  King's  fecond  fon :  its  inhabitants  are  reputed  to  preferve 
all  the  franknefs  with  all  the  rudenefs  of  their  anceftors ;  they  confider  themfelves  much 
fuperior  to  their  neighbours,  with  whom  they  rarely  intermarry,  which  circumftance 
has  not  a  little  contributed  to  the  prefervation  of  their  ancient  charaQer.    This  province 
yields  a  confiderable  quantity  of  hops.     In  its  fouthern  part,  much  iron  is  extracted 
from  the  lakes  and  marlhes.     The  gold  mine  of  Adelfers,  the  only  one  in  the  kingdom, 
is  in  Smaland  ;  it  is  little  produdtive,  fo  Httle,  as  not  to  pay  the  charges  of  working ;  it 
is  fituated  at  a  diftance  from  this  road,  but  you  go  near  it  on  pafling  from  Calmar  to 
Elkioeu.     From  Hcefieu  to  Bor  there  are  many  afcents  and  defcents,  which  during  frofly 
weather  are  fomewhat  dangerous.     As  you  leave  Vcnia?no,  you  crofs  the  Laga  over  a 
bridge,  where  you  pay  a  toll  of  two  fous  for  each  wheel ;  after  which  the  road  to  Stock- 
holm is  on  the  right,  and  beyond,  a  very  fteepafcent ;  here  it  is  that  you  crofs  the  hioh 
road  to  Helfinburg.     On  this  ftage  the  eye  is  treated  with  nothing  but  fandy  plains, 
heath,  and  ftone,  with  here  and  there  fome  dreams.     The  fair  of  Vernamo  has  great 
reputation  in  the  country  ;  the  ftalls  are  permanent  as  well  here  as  at  other  places  where 
fairs  are  held,  and  are  frequently  confpicuous.     From  Gronhult  to  Tofstorp  there  are 
large  forefts  of  pine  and  fir :  on  this  ftage  there  is  abundance  of  heath,  with  little  or  no 
cultivation.     The  four  lad  ftages  are  the  worft ;  on  the  laft  you  travel  over  a  great 
fteep  by  a  road  cut  through  the  rock,  on  the  border  of  a  fmall  lake.     Along  all  this 
road  you  will  find  it  frequently  neceflary  to  apply  the  drag  to  the  wheels.    As  we  made 
this  journey  about  Chriftmas  time,  called  in  the  northern  languages  2~oul,  and  which 
has  been  kept  in  this  country  from  time  immemorable,  we  found  provifion  in  every 
houfe ;  each  individual  had  decorated  the  infide  of  his  apartments  with  cloth,  ftuff,  or 
■whatever  moft  valuable  he  pofleffed,  and  the  floor  was  covered  with  ftraw,  which  never- 
thelefs  did  not  prevent  the  inhabitants  letting  lighted  fire-brands  fall  on  it  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  to  their  extinftion,  a  negleft  which  will  readily  account  for  the  frequency 
of  conflagrations.     We  did  not  remark,  as  is  affirmed  by  Mr.  Coxe,  that  the  beds  are 
commonly  one  above  the  other ;  but  alraoft  every  where  did  we  obferve  trunks  ranged 

around 
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around  the  room,  ferving  as  feats  by  day,  and  in  lieu  of  bedfteads  by  night.  Before 
vou  enter  Gothenburg  is  a  cuftom  houfe,  at  which  the  officers  are  very  rigid :  it  is  not 
however  difficult  to  obtain  allowance  for  one  to  attend  at  your  inn,  where  you  may  dif- 
niifs  him,  according  to  cuftom,  at  the  expence  of  24  {killings.  Complaint  is  made  that 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  here  are,  as  almoft  everywhere,  infolent,  knaviffi,  and  coun- 
tenanced in  their  infolence. 

Gottenburg.  At  the  poft-houfe  you  meet  with  indifferent  accommodation,  but  will 
find  better,  although  at  a  greater  expence,  at  the  Mifs  Mullers' .  This  city  is  very 
pretty,  it  is  the  fecond  in  the  kingdom,  but  much  inferior  to  the  towns  in  France  of  the 
third  order :  it  contains  at  moft  but  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  people,  for  although 
five  hundred  and  eighty  perfons  died  here  in  1790,  this  number  comprized  many 
foldiers  who  returned  fick  from  the  army  :  the  births  were  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix. 
The  town  is  interfecled  by  canals,  which  are  planted  with  trees,  and  which  in  fome 
places  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  Dutch  town ;  yet  the  houfes  are  far  from  being  of 
equally  good  conftrudion,  few  being  of  brick  ;  neverthelefs  the  appearance  of  the  new 
town  has  in  it  fomewhat  pleafing.  The  fuburbs  is  built  on  an  eminence  :  here  the 
iailors  refide,  who  are  very  num.erous,  as  well  owing  to  its  being  the  ftation  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company's  veffels,  as  of  a  number  of  King's  frigates. 

Its  hofpltal  was  founded  by  Mr.  Sahlgren,  a  wealthy  individual ;  its  revenue  is  1500 
rix  dollars  ;  it  contains  thirty  beds,  two  of  which  for  lying-in  women ;  this  number 
however,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  is  augmented  by  two,  and  the  whole  has  occafionally 
amounted  to  feven  at  once.  Any  woman  in  this  condition  may  ring  at  the  gate  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night,  and  be  gratuitoufly  admitted.  In  this  houfe  forty-five  aban- 
doned children  were  bom  in  the  year  1789,  and  in  1790,  thirty-fix.  The  fick  have 
each  a  bed  to  themfelves,  and  the  whole  eftablifhment  appeared  to  us  to  be  well  at- 
tended :  when  we  faw  it,  it  contained  but  thirteen  invalids.  If  defirous  of  fending 
thither  a  Gottenburger,  you  pay  fix  {killings  per  diem,  if  a  ftranger,  eight :  patients 
afflifted  with  venereal  complaints  are  the  only  ones  not  admitted.  The  fick  are  not 
allowed  tea.  There  is  one  phyfician  belonging  to  the  hofpital,  who  is  at  the  fame  time 
both  direftor  and  treafurer,  and  one  furgeon.  The  moft  common  and  mod  dangerous 
maladies  of  the  country  are  milliary  fevers :  thofe  of  an  inflammatory  nature  are  very 
rare ;  the  hofpital  is  feldom  full,  unlefs  in  May,  which  is  the  unhealthy  month.  The 
iluor  albiis  is  very  common  ;  it  is  attributed  to  the  frequent  ufe  of  tea,  the  cloth  drawers 
which  women  are  accuftomed  to  wear,  and  the  want  of  cleanlinefs.  All  the  beds  in 
the  hofpital  are  without  top  covering  even  when  the  curtains  are  drawn,  in  order  that 
the  air  may  have  free  circulation.     All  the  kitchen  utenfils  are  of  caft  iron. 

Cabinets.     The  Count  de  Sparre  has  about  three  fcore  paintings,  eight  or  ten  of 
which  by  Teniers,  Wouvermans,  Gerard  Dow,  &c.  are  worthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  Noeurn  the  diredor  of  the  cufiom  houfe,  poffeffes  a  vei-y  compleat  colleftion  of 
Swedifh  coins  and  medals;  his  cabinet  confifls  of  none  befides :  among  other  valuable 
coins  he  has  one  of  Count  Oxenftiern,  which  is  ex'remely  rare  :  notwithflanding  this 
colleftion  was  only  begun  in  1783,  it  already  cotnprizes  three  thoufand  diftind  pieces. 
Rejinciies.  There  are  three  fugar  refineries  here,  but  on  no  very  large  fcale,  two  of 
them  without  the  town  ;  the  third,  belonging  to  Mr.  Jacobfon,  is  on  an  ifland  formed 
by  a  canal,  and  feparate  from  any  other  building  for  fear  of  fire;  it  has  four  boilers, 
which  however  are  not  at  all  times  employed  ;  it  feldom  works  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  hogflieads  per  annum.  The  fugar  from  it  is  extremely  white  and  luftrous, 
but  not  very  fweet,  and  fells  at  from  1  o  to  13  (killings  per  lb.  according  to  quality. 
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Commerce.     The  commerce  of  Gottenburg  is  very  confiderable,  and  may  be  looked 
upon  as  conftituting  a  feventh  part  of  the  whole  exports,  and  one  fourth  of  all  the  im- 
ports of  Sweden ;  the  ifland  of  Mrtry?r««<i  in  its  neighbourhood,  ever  fince  1775,  has 
been  a  free  port.     In  fpite  of  the  convention  between  France  and  Sweden  in  1784,  by 
which  an  entrepot  was  to  be  granted  to  the  former  in  exchange  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, there  is  but  one  fingle  French  merchant  eftablifhed  here,  (M.  Fournier;) 
but  this  convention  has  not  been  executed  in  every  point,  and  upon  this  may  be  ob- 
ferred  that  the  Swedifh  government  has'taken  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  France,  too 
much  occupied  with  concerns  of  a  greater  magnitude  to  attend  to  thofe  of  fuch  trivial 
nature,  and  has  negleded  to  fulfil  all  the  ftipulations  of  a  treaty,  fo  binding  in  itfelf,  as 
to  condition,  that  in  cafe  of  non-conformity  on  the  part  of  Sweden  with  its  various  arti- 
cles,  France  is  to  refume  poffeflion  of  St.  Bartholomew;  in  a  word,  it  maybe  faid,  that 
one  of  the  parties  is  in  full  pofleffion  of  the  grant  made  to  it,  the  other  not.      In  this 
town  there  are  about  a  dozen  Englilh  houfes ;  the  Englilh  are  better  looked  upon  here 
than  any  other  nation.     Gottenburg  is  a  long  mile  diflant  from  the  North  fea,  and  on 
the  Goeutha,  which  is  here  a  very  broad  river.      In  the  year  1790,  there  entered  its 
port  feven  hundred  and  feventeen  foreign,  and  five  hundred  and  ten  national  ihips ; 
thence  failed  for  foreign  ports  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  five  hundred  and 
fifty-three  to  different  parts  of  Sweden.     Out  of  the  feven  hundred  and  feventeen  which 
entered  this  port,  but  fixteen  were  French,  (the  fame  number  as  arrived  at  Stockholm.) 
The  number  of  merchant  velTels  belonging  to  Gottenburg  is,  as  ftated  at  prefent,  two 
hundred  and  fifty ;  it  is  our  opinion  however,  that  it  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
ten. 

Eaji  India  Company.  This  company,  notwithftanding  it  has  the  privilege  of  trading 
likewife  with  India,  difpatches  one  or  two  and  fometimes,  but  rarely,  three  fhips  in  a 
year  to  China  alone.  In  January  1791,  it  pofTeffed  feven  fhips  in  good  condition,  and 
one  on  the  flocks.  This  company  is  managed  in  an  admirable  manner ;  it  has  four 
directors,  one  of  which  is  prefident,  (Mr.  Hofterman,)  and  four  others  at  Stockholm, 
who  are  only  honorary  members  of  the  direction  ;  no  one,  not  even  the  King  himfelf, 
has  any  right  of  infpeftion  into  the  affairs  of  this  company ;  the  warehoufes,  notwith- 
flanding  they  are  large,  cannot  contain  more  than  three  cargoes.  The  vefTels  in  general 
fail  for  China  in  the  month  of  January ;  they  are  obliged  to  faw  through  the  ice  to  get 
to  fea.  If  any  order  be  fent  to  China,  a  very  exact  model  of  what  is  required  mufl  go 
with  it,  for  the  Chinefe  copy  minutely,  even  defeds.  Oftend  and  Antwerp  hold  many 
fhares  in  this  company. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  exports  of  produce  from  Gottenburg,  in  1790 ;  which 
may  be  looked  upon  as  lefs  than  a  common  year.  The  war  having  laft ed  to  the  middle 
of  it,  and  fhipments  in  confequence  were  not  fo  numerous,  the  fea  being  open  but  a 
few  months  of  that  year;  for  notwithftanding  the  belligerent  powers  had  no  cruizersat 
fea,  the  fcarcity  of  failors,  from  fo  many  being  employed  on  board  the  navy,  muft  have 
had  a  fenfible  effeft  on  fhipment. 


Export 
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Export  of  Produce  from  Gottenburg 

,  in  i79( 

D. 

[ron  in  bars. 

Pig  Iron. 

Steel. 

Boards. 

Tons  of 

Salted 

Herrings. 

Value   of    India 
Goods. 

Sch.  Lips,  lbs 

Sch.Lips.lbs. 

Sch.  Lips.  lbs. 

Dozens. 

ilix.     Sch.     R. 

To  Anifterdam, 

589   12   10 

75     7   10 

6z   i6     0. 

7 

7.0 

231, 55«     0     3 

Anciam, 

290 

Berghen, 
Cadiz, 

345 

400 

2,438  22     4 

Colberg, 

'54 

Dublin, 
Dunkirk, 

637    10     0 

43 

38,289  25     0 

Elbing, 

380 

Elfineur, 

150 

England, 
Northern  parts, 
France, 

34,506     6    10 
1,963     5   15 

1164     9   10 
718   19     5 

63     0  10 
503   '8     5 

9036 
2322 

160 

1,711   30     0 

Genoa, 

no     0     0 

53 

Griffswald, 

133c 

Hamburg, 
Ireland, 

7CI     2   10 

700 

365 

620 

91,010     1     9 

5:739     ^     ° 

6co     6     5 

665 

2670 
285 

25     0     0 
8,034  25     6 

Copenhagen, 

1,324  15   10 

5+     '     5 

12    3    5 

54 

Liebau, 

33' 

53,269  41     9 

Lifton, 

76     5     0 

2   10     0 

IX 

London, 

749  '9   'o 

112   10     0 

140 

Lubeck, 

Marftrand, 

Mediterranean, 

446  19  10 
1,591     4    0 

589    4  15 

0     15  0 

1389 
236 

5 
600 

208     0    0 
126  45     2 

Memcl, 

900 

Newcaftle, 

599  '5     0 

142  15     0 

576 

North  Sea, 

230    0    0 

710 

447  16    6 

Norway, 

340 

5     3  15 

400 

Nieuport, 
Oftend, 

90 

6i,c6o  16  10 

St.  Peteiftjurg, 

900 

Pillau, 

1400 

Randers, 

293 

Revel, 

914 
58 

Roftock, 

20 

Scotland, 
Stettin, 

32,518  14     5 

458  15  10 

2     5    0 

10428 

2833 

.351   '4    0 

Stralfund, 

120 

5" 

St.  Ubes, 
The  Baltic, 

22,595     4  10 

50    7    5 
4940  19     3 

491     I  10 

580 
10096 

34008 

107,667  46  10 

The  Indies, 
Other  parts, 

525     4    0 

6     7   15 

7 
'44 

36900 

2410 
142,728 

i95>48? 

2706  2111 

io4.,7g7    4  10 

9033   II     3 

1142  17     5 

599,47'      I    'o 

Specification  of  the  hidian  Merchandize^  of  which  the  Value  is  given  in  the  Table. 

1,1 10,143  lbs.  of  tea  ;  149  pieces  of  filk  of  thirteen  French  ells  in  length,  and  five 
quarters  widej  15,899  pieces  of  nankin  ;  5014  lbs.  of  raw  white  filk;  3197  lbs.  cin- 
namon; 4918  lbs.  rhubarb;  2i5lbs.  fago;  957  lbs.  rotin  ;  7756  lbs.  galinga ;  7  cans 
and  a  half  of  arrack  ;  the  can  holds  twenty-one  bottles ;  bamboo  fans  to  the  value  of 
2438  r.  d.  22  fch. ;  porcelain,  to  the  value  of  10,232  r.  d.  44  fch.  The  whole  of  thefe 
goods  formed  but  one  cargo.  To  this  is  to  be  added,  likewife,  what  is  confuraed  at 
home,  and  what  is  fmuggled  out,  which  is  to  a  large  amount. 

5  Herring 
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Herring  Fijhcry.  This  important  branch  of  commerce,  which  for  a  while  was  anni- 
nilated,  owing  to  the  difappearance  of  the  herrings,  has  now  refumed  its  wonted  bnlk- 
vek  ;  the  fale  amounts  at  prefent  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  barrels  of  failed  herrmgs, 
and  thirty  thoui;uid  barrels  of  oil.  Ten  or  twelve  barrels  of  herrings  yield  about  one 
barrel  of  oil.  The  price  of  a  barrel  of  frefli  herrings  is  generally  four  filver  dollars; 
the  expence  of  falting  them,  cafk  inclufive,  (which  cods  about  *  16  or  20  fliilhngs),  is 
five  or  fix  dollars  :  the  price  of  a  barrel  of  faked  herrings  is  from  twelve  to  thirteen 
dollars,  thus  leaving  a  profit  of  from  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  filver  dollars  per  barrel 
for  the  curing.  The  barrel  of  oil  fells  for  12  rix-dollars,  it  contains  an  awm  t  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  common  bottles.  All  the  cafks  are  gauged,  and 
uniformly  contain  from  a  thoufand  to  twelve  hundred  herrings.  The  fifliery  begms  in 
Oaober,  and  lads  till  February,  and  even  March,  according  to  the  feafon.  The  greater 
part  of  its  produce  is  exported  to  different  places  in  the  country,  the  coafts  of  the  Bal- 
tic, and  the  Mediterranean ;  they  export  alfo  (particularly  to  the  fouthern  nations), 
dried  and  fmoaked  herrings  ;  thefe  are  of  higher  price  than  the  former.  Some  adven- 
turers at  this  place  have  attempted  the  whale  fifliery,  but  without  fuccefs. 

Generally,  if  afeed  to  dine,  it  is  an  invitation  for  the  day,  and  fupper  as  well :  this  is 
the  cuftom  throughout  all  Sweden,  and  even  at  Stockholm,  but  there  it  is  confined  to 
the  fecondary  ranks  in  fociety.  Grace  before  and  after  meat,  and  a  bow  to  the  mailer 
of  the  houfe,  are  cuftomary  every  where:  at  times  indeed,  the  length  of  this  ceremony, 
and  the  ferious  countenance  affumed  by  the  Swedes,  would  incline  us  to  laughter  but 
for  the  intervention  of  refledlion.  At  ceremonial  dinners,  healths  are  drunk  in  an 
enormous  goblet  full  of  Rhenifli  wine  or  Champagne ;  the  goblet  is  handed  round,  and 
each  takes  a  fip  :  there  are  certain  formalities  to  be  obferved,  in  which  you  are  inftrudled 
on  the  fpot,  and  the  penalty,  in  cafe  of  omiffion,  is  to  empty  the  goblet ;  to  our  minds 
rather  an  arduous  undertaldng :  we  were  prefent  at  this  ceremony  for  the  firft  time  at 
the  houfe  of  the  Bifhop  of  Gottenburg,  a  well  informed,  and  very  amiable  perfcn  :  he 
is  confidered  the  beft  preacher  in  Sweden,  and  is  indebted  to  himfelf  alone  for  his  emi- 
nent  ftation  in  life,  being  the  fon  of  a  peafant.  Apothecaries  at  Gottenburg  are  men 
of  better  information  than  in  other  countries,  and  what  is  fingular,  they  are  held  ia 
higher  efteem  than  either  furgeons  or  phyficians. 

^It  is  cuflomary  for  the  band  of  the  regiment  in  garrifon  to  come  and  play  under  the 
windows,  or  even  at  the  door  of  flrangers  who  arrive  :  you  difmifs  them  at  the  expence 
of  a  trifle,  or  without  giving  them  any  thing,  (as  we  were  recommended  to  do,)  by  de- 
fu-ing  them  on  their  beginning  to  go  about  their  bufinefs.  There  is  no  other  than  yel- 
low bougies  at  Gottenburg,  and  it  flruck  us  as  fomewhat  fingular,  that  at  a  grand  fup- 
per, to  which  eighteen  or  a  fcore  perfons  were  invited,  given  by  the  richeft  merchant 
in  the  town,  who  is  reputedly  worth  400,000  rix-dollars,  and  who  in  1791  built  a 
wooden  houfe  which  coil  a  fourth  of  that  amount,  there  was  none  but  tallow  candles 
on  the  tajale.  Many  articles  are  dear  in  this  town,  if  compared  with  their  price  in 
towns  of  fimilar  dimenfions  in  France. 

LanJing  of  the  Dans  in  1788.  The  Prince  of  Heffe  came  to  Gottenburg  in  17S8, 
fliortly  before  the  landing :  on  this  occafion  he  was  received  with  the  greateft  demon- 
llrations  of  civility  by  the  governor,  and  the  Duke  of  Sudermania,  who  was  there  at 
the  time  :  he  took  advantage  of  this  to  acquire  fuch  information  refpedting  the  place, 
.as  might  be  ufeful  to  him.     He  could  eafily  have  plundered  the  whole  of  the  Eaft  In- 
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dia  Company's  warehoufes,  the  merchandize  in  which  was  valued  at  two  millions  of 
rix-dollars  ;  but  delaying  too  long,  the  jBrmnefs  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  Englifh  minifter, 
and  the  arrival  of  the  King,  whom  none  knew  where  to  find,  and  who  fuddenly  arrived 
i'rom  Dalecarlir.,  put  a  ftop  to  all  he  might  have  done,  and  obliged  him  to  retire.  The 
King  on  his  arrival  vifited  the  place,  and  found  no  preparations  of  defence :  the  balls 
were  not  of  fit  fize  for  the  calibres  of  the  guns,  the  artillery  officer  was  ignorant  of  the 
range  of  his  bombs,  &c.  Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  impediments,  the  King  refolved 
on  defence  ;  he  coUefted  together  as  many  volunteers  and  troops  as  he  could  mufter, 
and  refolved  on  giving  battle  to  the  Danes  in  a  plain  before  the  town.  On  the  other 
hand,  General  Ai'mfeldt  arrived  with  ten  thoufand  men,  and  it  is  highly  prefumable 
that  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  joined  to  the  prefence  of  His  Majefty,  would  have  infured 
victory  to  the  Swedes.  Beyond  a  doubt  the  city,  and  particularly  the  Eart;  India  Com- 
pany,  which  had  mod  to  lofe,  owed  their  falvation  to  their  fovereign ;  yet,  will  it  be 
credited,  that  finding  himfelf  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  and  requiring  from  the  Company 
a  fum  of  money  of  no  confiderable  amount,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  from  them  but  a 
part  of  what  he  afked?  The  city  of  Gottenburg  had  a  medal  fliruck  in  commemoration 
of  its  deliverance  in  1790,  owing  to  the  appearance  of  His  Majefty,  which  however  is 
not  one  of  the  bell  executed  by  Fehnnan. 

Between  Gottenburg  and  Marftrand,  you  pafs  through  Ktinghell  and  Kjufhill ;  for 
the  firft  ftage  the  road  is  along  the  river  Goeutha,  which  flows  between  two  ridges  of 
rocks,  the  feet  of  which  are  in  fome  parts  cultivated.  Near  Bohiis,  (a  ftrong  caftle 
feized  upon  by  the  Danes  in  17S8,)  you  are  ferried  over  two  arms  of  the  river,  witliout 
unharneffing,  and  for  a  very  moderate  ex-pence. 

Kiinghill,  formerly  very  confiderable  until  deftroyed  by  the  Vandals,  is  now  a  very 
fmall  town,  where  two  thoufand  Danes  were  quartered  in  1788.  During  their  flay, 
they  gave  no  caufeof  complaint  to  its  inhabitants.  From  Kjufhill,  you  proceed  on  foot 
to  the  fea  fide  over  a  flony  rocky  path  :  there  is  a  houfe  here  where  you  mud  fliew 
your  paflport,  an  indifpenfable  article  whh  which  you  muft  furnifh  yourfelf  at  Gotten- 
burg- :  it  is  ufual  to  give  eight  fkillings  to  the  clerk  both  going  and  coming,  although 
there  be  no  obligation.  The  diflance  acrofs  to  Marflirand  is  about  three  French  leagues ; 
it  took  us  an  hour  and  a  half  to  go  thither,  and  nearly  three  hours  returning,  owing  to  . 
calms  and  our  being  continually  obliged  to  ufe  oars.  The  pafTage  lies  between  a  num- 
ber of  iflets,  or  rather  rocks :  there  is  an  abundance  of  water  fowl,  which  none  are 
allowed  to  fhoot  for  fear  of  frightening  the  herrings.  For  the  ufe  of  the  boat  going 
and  returning,  (waiting  a  day  at  Marftrand,)  you  pay  two  or  three  rix-dollars  ;  but  yoa 
muft  make  your  bargain  beforehand  at  the  poft  office  of  Kjufhill. 

Marjlrand.  This  town  pofleflTes  nothing  interefting,  except  its  herring  fifhery,  which 
employs  the  major  part  of  its  inhabitants.  Notwithftanding  it  be  a  free  port,  it  is  but 
little  frequented,  and  its  population  is  very  inconfiderable,  in  fpite  of  the  privileges 
p-ranted  by  government  to  fuch  as  eftablilh  themfelves  here.  The  caftle  built  on  a 
rock  ferves  as  a  ftate  prifon.  The  commandant  has  been  in  the  French  fervice,  and  it 
is  no  difficult  matter,  particularly  for  a  Frenchman,  to  obtain  permifiion  from  him  to 
fee  the  interior ;  if  he  be  abfent,  it  is  a  more  difficult  affair,  as  the  officers  under  him, 
dare  not  take  upon  themfelves  to  permit  the  entrance  of  foreigners ;  this  happened  to 
be  the  cafe  with  us :  it  has  nothing  however  to  recommend  it,  except  the  profpedf  it 
affords,  which  is  highly  pifturefque,  owing  to  the  number  of  iiles  and  rocks  feen  froni 
it,  and  even  this  profped  may  be  feen  with  little  inferiority  of  advantage  from  a  pro- 
iedion  of  the  rock,  without  entering  the  caftle.  You  lodge  at  Fyrber's. 
■^  Chap. 
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Chap.  II. — Cafarncfs  cfTrolhcctta. — Road  to  Stockholm  through  Nenaa  and  Wcjlmania. 
Objeds  on  the  Road  and  in  its  Neighbourhood  intcrejiing  to  a  Natural!/}. 

ON  our  return  to  Kunghill  we  continued  our  journey,  as  defcrlbed  in  the  itine- 
rary. At  Stroeum  you  take  a  fledge,  or  a  peafant's  cart,  as  the  feafon  happens  to  be, 
to  go  to  Trolhcetta,  where  thofe  catarafts  are  fituated,  ib  worthy  the  attention  of  travel- 
ers ;  as  far  as  this  fl:age  you  keep  alongfide  the  river,  which  is  on  your  right,  and  fee 
fome  cuhivated  plains,  particularly  hop  grounds.  From  Stroeum  you  continue  the  hic;h 
road  to  Wenerfborg  for  about  fix  hundred  paces ;  leaving  it  then  to  the  left  you  turn 
to  the  right  hand  diredly  towards  the  river  which  forms  in  this  fpot  a  fmall  bafon,  the 
water  of  which  is  as  flill  as  thefurface  of  a  lake,  although  at  but  a  fmall  diflance  from 
the  cataracts  :  you  crofs  the  river  in  very  hght  boats,  paying  for  the  fare  fourfous  each 
perfon  :  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  you  then  follow  the  courfe  of  the  river  on 
the  oppofite  bank,  along  a  road  made  of  planks,  conftrufted  for  the  conveyance  of  iron, 
from  the  fpot  where  the  river  ceafes  to  be  navigable,  to  that  where  it  begins  to  be  fo 
again.  You  may  alfo,  by  making  a  longer  circuit,  or  in  cafe  of  going  from  Wenerf- 
borg,  pafs  the  river  above  the  cataradls ;  for  it  is  abfolutely  requifite  you  fliould  keep 
on  the  fame  fide  as  the  hamlet  of  Trolhoetta,  as  nothing  is  vifible  from  the  other  on  ac- 
count of  the  mountains  which  form  the  fide  of  the  river :  at  the  fpot  where  you  pafs 
the  Goeutha  (below  the  catarafts)  is  the  iron  warehoufe,  which  confifl:s  of  a  tolerablv 
large  building  on  the  ground  floor,  with  different  apartments,  numbered.  If  defirous 
of  avoiding  the  walk  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  you  will  find,  after  crofling  the  river,  car- 
riages peculiar  to  the  country,  which  will  take  you  to  Trolhoetta  and  bring  you  back 
again,  charging,  on  account  of  the  time  they  fl:op,  a  mile,  notwithfl;anding  the  difl;ance 
be  no  more  altogether  than  half  as  much.  We  were  conduced  all  the  way  to  Trol- 
hoetta by  the  waterman  who  ferried  us  over,  and  gave  him  for  his  pains  eight  fldllings, 
■with  which  he  appeared  well  fatisfied.  We  advife  beginning  from  above,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Trolhoetta  itfeif,  where  the  faw-mills  are,  and  defcend  again  to  below  the  cata- 
radls  ;  thus  obtaining  a  profpefl:  of  the  whole,  which  is  highly  pifturefque,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  different  falls,  but  of  the  rocks  likewife  which  are  feen  on  every  fide  : 
•we  were  there  on  a  fine  funny  day,  and  the  earth  was '  covered  with  fnow,  which  per- 
haps added  to  the  beauty  of  this  point  of  view  :  great  expence  has  been  incurred  in  the 
attempt  to  make  this  part  of  the  river  navigable,  and  thus  opening  a  communication  be- 
tween lake  Wener  and  the  North  Sea ;  but  it  is  apprehended  with  much  reafon  that 
this  undertaking  will  never  be  brought  to  a  favourable  iffue  :  it  would,  perhaps,  be  a 
more  certain  and  lefs  expenfive  plan  to  dig  a  canal,  which  leaving  the  river  above  the 
oataradls  might  terminate  in  the  bafon  before  alluded  to  :  the  diflance  would  be  little 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  a  number  of  locks  might  remedy  the  inequality  of 
the  ground.  Your  curiofity  fatisfied,  you  return  the  fame  way  back  to  Stroeum,  and 
arrive  at  Wenerjborg,  which  poflefles  nothing  remarkable  but  its  iron  mai-ket,  this  town 
being  the  entrepot  for  all  that  the  province  of  Vermeland  fends  to  Gottenburg ;  it  is 
lituated  on  the  fpot  near  which  the  Gceutha  iflues  from  lake  Wener.  There  is  a  raifeJ 
■way  of  great  length  over  the  canal  of  Carlfgraff":  it  is  arched  at  intervals,  the  fame  as  a 
bridge,  and  is  the  road  to  Norway ;  it  has  a  parapet  (for  what  reafon  we  could  not  con- 
jedure)  on  one  fide  only  :  in  the  middle  is  a  ftone  bearing  an  infcription  which  defig- 
nates  under  whofe  government  it  was  conflrudled.  All  this  however  but  ill  repays  the 
pains  of  going  to  Wenerfljorg  j  wherefore  when  at  Kunghill  you  will  do  well  to  repafs 
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the  Goeutha,  make  for  Laball,  follow  the  courfe  of  the  river  as  far  as  Trolhoetta,  and 
thence  take  the  road  to  Stockholm  by  Borfted,  &C.  Near  Wenerfborg,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  GcEUtha,  are  mounts  Halkberg  and  Huneberg,  in  which  are  found  quarries  of 
alum,  trapp,  black  chalk,  and  lapis fuillus  in  abundance.  From  Wenerfborg  to  Stock- 
holm is  forty-three  miles  and  five-eighths.  The  whole  of  this  road  is  excellent,  particu- 
larly, from  Marieftadt  :  in  the  middle  of  January  we  were  not  under  the  necefTity  of 
ufmg  a  fledge  before  we  arrived  there,  and  even  afterwards  on  account  of  want  of 
fnow ;  at  the  laff  ftage  we  were  obliged  to  take  our  carriage  off  and  travel  on  wheels; 
for  on  the  15th  of  January  we  faw  verdure  at  the  very  gates  of  Stockholm.  You  pafs 
through  the  fmall  town  Lidkoeuping  and  Mariefladf.  You  do  not  change  horfes  at 
thefe  towns,  which  are  neither  worth  the  trouble  of  flopping  to  examine.  They  are 
pleafantly  fituated  upon  lake  Wener,  which  is  vifible  from  the  great  fquare  of  Lidkoeu- 
ping. After  pafTmg  Hofva  you  enter  Nericia,  where  is  a  cuftom-houfe.  The  province 
ofSkaraburg,  which  forms  a  part  of  "Weftrogothia,  and  which  we  have  been  traverfmg, 
has  certain  fpots  which  the  amateur  of  natural  hiftory  may  vifit,  and  will  find  fome  cu- 
rious minerals ,  fuch  are  Kinnakulle,  a  quarry  of  alum  and  calcareous  flone  ;  BUIingen, 
a  quarry  of  alum.  This  mountain  is  fituated  near  the  town  of  Skiaufdc,  between  Fal- 
koeuping  and  Marieftadt,  three  miles  and  a  quarter  from  the  former,  and  five  from  the 
latter.  At  this  mountain  many  curious  minerals  may  be  procured ;  but,  as  it  is  of 
great  extent,  it  will  require  fome  time  to  examine  all  its  remarkable  parts.  Black  alum 
is  difcovered  here  in  flates,  ft-equently  enclofing  petrified  enthomolitbes,  lapis  fuillus  in 
balls,  both  great  and  fmall,  folid,  fparkling,  granulated,  and  frequently  encafing  fmall  en- 
thomoUthes  and  petrified  fhells.  Spar  of  a  conic  form.  Indurated  and  lamillated  marl  j 
ciayey  flate  ;  black  folid  trapp,  granulated  with  fibres  like  ears  of  corn.  Solid  calca- 
reous ftone  of  a  red,  brown,  and  grey  colour,  in  which  are  frequently  found  petrified 
orthocerathites  and  enthomoUthes.  Calcareous  ltala£lites  both  white  and  yellow,  fcarcely 
at  all  porous  within,  although  formed  by  depofits  in  layers,  and  undulated  at  the  fur- 
face  :  in  thefe  fometimes  leaves  are  found  enclofed.  iLamillated  gypfum,  both  white 
and  ftriated,  in  exceeding  thin  fheets  between  flates  of  alum.  Free-ftone  of  many  va- 
rious forts.  Coal,  folid  and  fliining  externally,  met  with  at  times  between  flates  of 
alum  at  Multhorp.  In  order  to  coUett  as  many  of  thefe  minerals  as  pofTible,  you  fiiould 
conftantly  give  the  preference  in  your  fearch  for  them  to  thofe  places  where  they  have 
been  found  before,  fuch  as  Timurdala,  Multorp,  Ulunda:  Beck,  Hallevad,  &c. — Myjfe- 
herg,  and  Olleberg  near  Falkoeuping.  Here  are  found  argillaceous  flate,  mixed  with  va- 
rious petrifaftions,  enthomoUthes,  zndi  petrified  fhells  ;  lapis  fuillus,  both  folid  and  granu- 
lated ;  folid  red  calcareous  ftone  ;  flate  of  alum,  &c.  In  this  province  are  a  number 
of  quarries  of  alum.  None  of  the  fpots  above-mentioned  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  above  noted  road  except  the  firft,  whither  you  may  eafily  go  from  Kalangen. 
All  the  towns  along  this  road  are  wretched,  notwithltanding  Q^urebro  and  Arboga  be 
capitals.  After  palling  by  Lidkoeuping  you  enter  into  foreft  land.  G^,urebro  is  fitu- 
ated  on  the  extremity  of  lake  Hielmer,  (at  the  mouth  of  a  river  that  has  a  trifling  fall, 
vifible  from  a  ftone  bridge,)  which  lake  communicates  with  Moeler.  Beyond  Arboga 
you  perceive  the  canal  which  joins  the  two  lakes  ;  there  are  fome  very  handfom.e  locks 
which  are  deferving  of  notice.  You  enter  Weftmania  between  Fellingfbro  and  Arboga. 
From  Arboga  through  Kiceuping  to  Skinfkatieberg  is  fix  miles  and  a  quarter ;  hence 
you  make  a  fliorc  excurfion  to  Riddar-Flittann,  the  copper  mines.  Here  yellow  copper 
is  found  mixed  with  ore  of  black  iron  ;  martial  pyrites  ;  galena,  ore  of  bifmuth  in  fcales, 
in  a  rocky  granulated  ftone  ;  ore  of  cobalt,  fteely  grained,  of  a  rare  defcription.  At 
Stalf.cn  you  meet  with  red  ore,  femi-tranfparent,  cryflallizcd  in  fmall  drufs ;  mineral 
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pitch  ;  white  and  blue  fpar  j  potter's  earth.  Bafatas  grufvan,  another  copper  mine  be- 
longing to  Ridder  Hittann,  is  fituated  a  fhort  league  from  the  others  ;  here  you  find 
yellow  copper  ore  ;  ore  of  bifmuth  in  large  Icales  ;  Icaly  molybdene  ;  tungflen,  or  heavy 
ftone ;  amianthus,  fometimes  blended  with  yellow  copper,  which  gives  it  a  beautiful 
hue  ;  quartz  in  flender  drufcs  ;  potter's  earths,  &c.  as  the  copper  ore  is  frequently  mix- 
ed Vvith  ore  of  black  iron,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  fufe. 

From  Marieftadt  to  this  place,  you  travel  over  plains  in  an  excellent  ftate  of  cultiva- 
tion,  and  tolerably  well  peopled.     This,  in  many  refpects,  is  one  of  the  befi:  diflricts  in 
Sweden  :  all  Nericia  is  full  of  forges  and  mines.  The  following  are  the  principal  places  . 
QuiJhreBu,   an  iron  mine  ;   r'T7«/i:r&/^/,  copper  and  iron  mine  j  the  firft  abandoned  ;  Ax- 
bcrg,  an  iron  foundry  ;   Jarboas,  Nora,  Linde,  iron  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  in  the 
two  latter,  which  are  near  each  other,  the  following  varieties  are  found  :  ore  of  black 
iron,  folid,  granulated,  cry  (fallized  in  oiSlaedra,  difperfed  in  potter's  earth  ;  hematites  of 
a  bluifh  calf,  lamillated,  micacious  and  fparkling  ;  cloudy  topazes  in  drufes  ;  feveral  va- 
rieties of  drufes  in  quartz,  and  calcareous  fpar.     Near  to  Nora  is  a  fmall  mine  of  cop- 
per, in  which  is  found  foHd  copper  oi'e,  of  Iteely  grain  ;  galena  ;  granulated  ore  of  co- 
balt, cryftallized  amid  the  copper  ore  ;  calcareous  ftone,  &c.     A  mile  and  a  half  diftant 
from  CEurebro,  is  Dylta,  a  large  manufaftory  of  fulphur  and  green  vitriol.     The  ful- 
phur  is  extracted  from  martial  pyrites,  which  -".bound  here  ;    it  is  diftilled  in  caft  iron 
veffels  ;  the  refidue  is  lixiviated,  and  produces  by  evaporation,  and  cryftallization,  green, 
or  martial  vitriol  :    the  ferruginous  ochre  which  remains,  affords  a  red  colour,  with 
which  the  houfes  are  painted.     At  GlandJI^ammer  are  quarries  of  calcareous  ftone,  and 
filver  mines  abandoned.     At  Garphyttann,  two  miles  further,   is  a  large  allum  manu- 
faSory  ;  the  flate  quarries  are  not  far  diftant  and  well  deferve  attention  ;  here,  black  al- 
lum, in  flates,  is  found  of  a  bituminous  quality,  fo  that  inftead  of  roafting  it,  according 
to  common  praflice,  before  it  is  hxiviated,  it  is  ufed  inftead  of  wood,   with  much  fuc- 
cefs,  for  heating  cauldrons  ;  martial  pyrites,  folid,  globular,  and  cryftallized  in  great  va- 
riety ;  indurated  marl,   frequently  of   a  globular  ihape  ;  calcareous  ftone ;  calcareous 
fpar  cryftallized  in  pyramids ;  lapis  fuillus,   brown  and  grey,   fparkling,  granulated, 
fparry,  rhomboidal,  ftriated,  prifmatic,  and  cryftallized  ;  calcareous  ftone,  of  a  red  and 
brown  colour,  &c.     From  Garphyttann,  by  Saniia  to  Hefslckulla,  is  a  nyl_e  and  a  half; 
here  you  find  an  iron  mine,  the  oreconfifting  of  black  granulated  iron;  calcareous  fpar, 
white,  yellow,  and  of  a  violet  hue,  of  a  pyramidal  fliape,   covered  with  hexagonal  cal- 
careous cryftals  in  drufes;  rocks  of  granate,  cryftallized  granate  ;  and  green  earth  of 
Hefslekulla  :  all  the  fpots  where  thefe  are  to  be  found,  are  near  enough  to  ffiurebro  ; 
the  following  are  much  more  diftant,  and  thofe  defirous  of  vifiting  them  muft  dedicate 
feveral  days  to  the  purpofe  on  that  account.     Liufnarburg,  or  Nyakopperberg,  contains 
copper  ore,  formerly  very  rich,  but  at  prefent  Very  poor  ;  it  is  grey,  azure,  and  yellow  ; 
the  mine  yields,  alfoj  galena,  blend,  white,  violet,  coloured,  and  green  fpar ;  fchoerl, 
fibrous,  ftarry,  and  cryftallized  in  many  different  fhapes  ;  potter's  ftone,  &:c.    Hcllcfors 
has  many  mines  of  filver,  which  have  been  worked  for  a  long  time,  but  at  prefent  are 
nearly  exhaufted,  yielding  very  little ;   of  minerals :  galena,   in  fteely  grains,  in  fmall 
cubes,  and  micacious  ;  yellow  copper  ore,  blend  ;  arfenical  pyrites,  folid,  and  cryftalliz- 
ed in  needles;  martial  pyrites  ;   calcareous  fpar  ;  rock  pebbles,  red,  brown,  and  black. 
From  Hellefors  to  Saxan.  is  one  mile,  thence  to  Onjhytta  another.  This  ftage  is  precifely 
at  the  foot  of  mount  Perjlerg,  which  is  full  of  veins  of  iron  ore  :  by  vifiting  thefe 
mines  you  may  procure  folid  black  iron  ore,  in  fmall  and  large  grains ;  martial  pyrites, 
granulated,  cryftallized  in  oflaedra  cubical,  and  in  polygons  in  drufes  ;  leafy  ore  of  bif- 
muth ;  amianthus ;  potter's  fto.ne ;  fchoerl,  fib-'-ous,  in  fpar,  ftarry,  cryftallized,  and 
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prifmatic  ;  rock  garnet ;  garnet  in  drufes ;  fteatites  ;  ftarry  afbeflos ;  calcareous  fton?^ 
folid,  and  in  grains  ;  calcareous  fpar  ;  quartz  ;  drufes  of  quartz  ;  mica;  and  rock  peb- 
bles, in  feveral  varieties.  From  Onfhytta  you  proceed  to  Fhilipjiadt,  a  town  a  mile  dif- 
tant :  provided  you  have  time  to  fpare  you  may  vifit  feveral  interefting  fpots  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Longbanj]ntta,  two  miles  diftant,  contains  a  rich  iron  mine,  the  great- 
ell  part  of  which  is  in  hematites  :  here  many  curious  minerals  are  found,  blue  hema- 
tites in  folid  grains,  fteely  grains,  fparkling,  micacious,  and  lamellated  in  leaves  ;  black 
iron  ore  of  fine  grain,  fibrous,  and  cryftallized  in  oftaedra  ;  martial  pyrites  granulated, 
crvftallized  in  drufes  ;  fparry  flalftein  of  very  rich  quality  ;  manganefe,  white,  globular, 
and  ftarry  within ;  calcareous  fpar;  ferruginous  gypfum,  white  and  fparkling;  drufes  of 
fpar,  calcareous,  in  pyramidal  cryltals,  irregular,  capillary  in  thin  hairs;  red  and  brown  jaf- 
per,  fometimes  with  fmall  veins  of  iron  ore  :  it  lakes  a  beautiful  polifh ;  rock  garnet ; 
drufes  of  garnets  cryftallized ;  calcareous  fchoerle  in  ftars  of  large  rays  ;  gi-een  and  yel- 
low ferpentine ;  ophites  of  Terpentine,  and  calcareous  Hone ;  mountain  leather ;  moun- 
tain cork,  and  amianthus.  From  Philipftadt  to  Nor?uarck,  is  two  miles:  this  is  a  moun- 
tain full  of  very  ancient  iron  mines,  but  does  not  abound  in  minerals :  the  iron  ore  is 
black,  in  frftall  and  large  grains  ;  cryftallized  in  thin  drufes ;  galena  in  fmall  cubes  ; 
calcareous  fpar  which  doubles  the  object,  and  cryftallized  in  double  pyramids  ;  joined 
to  each  other  at  their  bafe  ;  mountain  ''iather ;  mountain  cork ;  fchoerle,  fibrous,  and 
ftarry.  Taberg  is  another  mountain  which  contains  iron  mines,  and  is  a  great  league 
diftant  from  Normarck ;  it  is  famous  for  the  quantity  of  amianthus  it  yields  :  here  you 
may  obtain  iron  ore,  more  or  lefs  granulated  and  teftilated  ;  blend  with  large  fhining 
fides ;  martial  pyrites,  granulated,  and  cryftallized  in  cubes  ;  calcareous  fpar  ;  micaci- 
ous and  leafy  fteatites  ;  brown  mica;  amianthus,  grey,  hard,  almoft  cold,  coarfe,  white, 
of  a  finer  quality,  lamellated  in  fine  fibres,  and  blended  with  calcareous  fpar ;  fchoerle, 
in  fibrous  ears  ;  fometimes  fine  fpecimens  of  amianthus  are  found  ;  iron  ores,  pyrites, 
and  mica,  united  with  calcareous  fpar  j  fo  that  here  a  very  handfome  collection  may  be 
made. 

You  return  to  Philipftadt,  and  on  the  road  may  examine  the  iron  mine,  Agegritfvan, 
which  adjoins  the  road  :  you  find  here  black  iron  ore,  granulated  and  folid  ;  I'choerle  in 
friable  grains.nnd  cryftallized  in  prifms  ;  mountain  cork,  fometimes  fprinkled  with  gar- 
ners ;  calcareous  fpar  of  feveral  colours.  In  the  weftern  part  of  this  province,  away 
from  the  road,  are  the  copper  mines  of  Glafva  and  Gwiarjl-og,  at  prefent  abandoned. 

From  Arboga  you  proceed  to  Kongfaur.,  a  fmall  town,  or  borough,  pleafantly  fituated 
at  the  extremity  of  lake  Meier ;  we  arrived  there  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
notwithftanding  the  precaution  we  took,  of  fending  before  for  horfes,  we  had  to  wait  for 
them  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  owing  to  the  ill  will  of  the  poft-raafter  :  fuch  de- 
lays are  very  frequent  in  the  evening,  on  account  of  the  poft-mafters  being  defirous  of  en- 
gaging you  to  fleep  at  their  houfes,  and  the  dread  to  which  the  country  people  are  liable  of 
driving  by  night.  At  times  it  has  occurred  that,with  the  fix  horfes  we  required  for  our  car- 
riage, fix  poftillions  came,  and  at  others  only  one.  In  Scania  and  in  Bleking,  they  are 
mo'i-e  refoiute.  On  the  evening  of  our  arrival  there  happened  to  be  an  affembly  at  the  very 
houfe  at  which  we  ftopped.  Our  drefs  appearing,  doubtlefs,  ftrange  to  them,  the  whole 
company  came  in  files,  of  three  or  four  at  a  time,  into  our  chamber,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
foreigners.  After  this  ceremony,  which  ferved  to  amufe  us,  and  exhibited  the  whole  of 
the  beauties  of  the  neighbourhood,  (unfortunately  but  few,)  we  fignified  our  defire  of 
participating  in  an  entertainment  fo  much  at  hand ;  our  rcqueft  was  readily  granted, 
and  from  alfthe  company  we  received  the  greateft  civilities;  at  fupper-time,  but  for  our 
pertinacious  refiltance  to  the  challenges  made  us,  we  fhould  have  been  unable  to  conti- 
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nue  our  journey ;  unfortunately,  it  fo  happened  that  none  out  of  the  whole  number  un- 
derftood  any  other  than  the  Svvedifh  language  ;  figns  were,  confequently,  of  much  fer- 
vice  to  us  ;  this  inconvenience  excepted,  we  pafTed  the  fix  hours  we  flayed  in  the  mod 
agreeable  manner  imaginable,  and  imbibed  a  very  favourable  idea  of  Swedifh  hofpitality. 
At  Torfhalla,  you  fee  from  the  bridge  a  number  of  fmall  cataradls,  which  have  a  very 
fine  effect.  Between  Malmby  aJid  Lageflrok,  the  caftle  of  Gripfiiolm  is  fituatcd,  of 
which  a  defcription  at  length  fhall  be  given.  Near  to  Gripfhohn  is  Oker,  a  cannon 
foundry,  and  near  to  Torfhalla  Efieljluna,  of  which,  alfo,  more  fliall  be  faid  in  another 
place  :  pafl  which  nothing  more  is  met  with  worthy  attention,  before  you  reach  Stock- 
holm. 

Chap.  III.  —  Arrival  at  Stockholm.  —  General  Account  of  that  City.  —  The  Court  of 
Sweden.  —  The  Royal  Cajlle.  —  Play-Honfes. 

The  entrance  into  Stockholm  by  no  means  announces  a  capital :  we  an-ived  by  the 
fouthern  fuburbs.  The  city,  properly  fpeaking,  is  very  fmall,  and  fituated  in  an  ifland 
at  the  point  of  jundtion  of  the  fea  and  lake  Meier  :  the  fouthern  and  northern  fuburbs 
are  very  large,  fince  from  the  north  to  the  fouth  gate  is  half  a  mile,  but  parts  of  the 
ftreets  are  either  without  houfes,  or  covered  with  fuch  as  have  only  a  ground  floor, 
which  is  thecaufe  why  Stockholm,  notwithftanding  the  great  fpace  it  occupies,  does  not 
certainly  contain  more  than  75,000  inhabitants  :  part  of  the  houfes  are  of  wood  ;  fome 
in  the  fuburbs  wear  the  appearance  of  Vv'retched  cottages.  Oueen-flreet,  and  Regeney- 
flreet,  in  the  northern  fuburbs,  are  the  handfomeft,  and  bell  inhabited  of  the  whole 
plain:  in  the  fouthern  fuburbs  fome  merchants  refide,  but  not  a  fingle  man  of  rank. 
The  north  fquare  will  make  a  very  good  appearance  when  the  bridge  in  contemplation  is 
finifhed,  and  in  cafe  of  their  changing  the  front  oppofite  the  caftle.  The  opera  and  the 
palace  form  the  two  other  fides,  and  are  very  handfome  buildings. 

Few  cities  in  Europe  are  fo  badly  paved  as  Stockholm,  which  is  the  more  difagreeable 
from  the  royal  garden  being  the  only  promenade  within  the  city;  and  on  account  of 
that  being  damp  and  unhealthy,  except  in  the  height  of  fummer,  you  have  no  other 
place  for  walking. 

The  fituation  of  Stockholm  is  fingular,  and  highly  pidurefque,  and  is  comparable  to 
that  of  no  other  city  j  as  it  affords,  from  many  fjiots,  mod:  charming  poinrs  of  view,  ia 
which  you  fee  a  mixture  of  fleeples,  houfes,  rocks,  trees,  lakes,  and  the  caflle,  which  is 
diflinguifhed  from  every  quarter,  and  has  a  moft  admirable  eifecl.  This  capital,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  is  built  by  the  fea,  and  lake  Meier :  the  locks  on  the  fouih  (which 
are  a  very  handfome  work)  dividing  them. 

The  port  is  handfome,  fpacious,  and  fafe,  but  difficult  of  accefs  ;  it  frequently  t^kes 
feveral  days  to  get  to  fea,  or  to  arrive  thence  at  Stockholm,  on  account  of  the  coiirfe  to 
be  taken  between  numberlefs  banks,  to  effect  which,  particular  winds  are  requifite. 
The  quays  are  of  aftonifliing  breadth. 

Police.  The  city  is  but  badly  lighted  ;  the  police  is  tolerably  good  ;  a  confequence 
rather  of  the  tranquil  nature  of  the  inhabitants,  than  any  care  that  is  taken.  In  the 
winter  of  1792,  fome  difagreeable  occurrences  took  place,  on  the  part  of  Ruffians  it  is 
true  ;  but  fome  time  elapied  before  means  were  difcovered  of  flopping  ihefe  diforders, 
ihe  exiflence  of  which,  likewife,  the  police  had  fome  difficulty  in  crediting,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  were  repeated  often  enough  to  put  the  matter  out  of  quelfion  :  frequently 
i:  imputes  c.xcefl'es  that  may  be  comniittedj  to  liquor,  snd  this  is  the  finl:  inftance  we 

have 


392  FORTIa's    travels    in    SV'EDEN. 

have  met  with  of  fuch  an  excufe  being  admitted  by  the  police  ;    it  mufl  indeed  be  al- 
lowed that  thofe  who  admit  tliis  plea  are  often  drunk  themfelves. 

Society  here  is  dull ;  it  is  limited  to  tea  parties  at  five  o'clock  :  the  ladies  have  their 
fet  days  ;  and  at  feven  o'clock  all  doors  areclofed,  thofe  of  merchants  alone  excepted, 
who  are  yet  accuftomed  to  give  fuppers,  and  from  whom  an  invitation  to  dine  is  an  en- 
tertainment forthe  day.  Through  the  whole  of  winter  we  never  but  once  fupped  with 
a  Swede,  (the  Grand  Mafler  Bonde  :)  fometim.es  dinners  are  given,  but  very  rarely  ;  the 
minifters  alone  keep  an  eftablifliment,  properly  fpeaking,  and  even  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  do  not  really  fo.  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  alone,  gives  regularly  a  dinner 
once  a  week,  at  which  the  diplomacy  meet  for  conference,  and  to  which  if  rangers  are 
conftantly  invited.  The  difcontent  of  the  nobility,  a  part  of  whom  has  retired  to  their 
diftindt  provinces,  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  diminution  of  the  company  found  in 
this  city.  Society  (that  is  to  fay,  of  perfons  liable  to  invitation  on  days  of  ceremony) 
is  fo  fcarce,  that  it  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  ;  whereas  it  amounts 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  at  Copenhagen  ;  and  at  Berlin,  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  or 
thirty. 

The  foreign  miniflers  had  a  club  in  the  north-fquare,  called  La  Societe,  where  rtran- 
gers  and  perfons  well  luiown  in  Stockholm  were  admitted.  Here  you  read  the  papers, 
might  play  (but  only  at  round  games,)  and  dine  and  fup  at  an  ordinary  at  a  fixed  price, 
always  fure  of  meeting  with  good  company.  We  are  uninformed  whether  or  not  this 
fociety  continues  to  exifl ;  fliould  it  not,  we  pity  the  foreigners  who  may  vifit  Stock- 
holm, as  this  formed  the  chief,  and  frequently  the  only  relource  for  them  throughout 
great  part  of  the  day. 

The  inns  are  miferable;  a  ftranger,  in  cafe  of  remaining  here  any  time,  cannot  abfolutely 
difpenfe  with  hiring  furniflied  lodgings;  for  three  rix-doUars  a  week,  you  obtain  tolerably 
comfortable  apartments,  and  at  a  lefs  rate  in  cafe  of  taking  them  by  the  month.  Very 
little  wood  is  required  to  heat  the  rooms,  the  ftoves  being  of  an  excellent  conftruftion. 
Good  laquais  de  loiiage,  as  well  here  as  elfewhere,  are  very  rare,  particularly  fuch  as  fpeak 
French.  You  may  hire  glafs  coaches  at  two  rix-doilars  and  a  half  per  day,  or  at  from 
50  to  55  per  month,  which  indeed  is  the  onlv  way  to  be  fecure  of  having  fuch  as  are  de- 
cent, for  generally  they  are  both  old  and  incommodious.  You  pay  three  copper-dollars  ■ 
for  a  ride  from  one  fpot  to  another,  in  a  hackney-coach,  a  plottefor  the  firil  hour,  and 
four  copper-dollars  for  each  fucceeding  one  ;  but  hackney  coaches  are  not  to  be  found 
at  all  times. 

Society,  which  ought  naturally  to  be  gay,  particularly  that  of  women  of  a  certain  clafs, 
is  ferious  and  dull.  Thefe  ladies  affect  to  give  themfelves  airs,  expeft  to  be  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  ladies  of  the  court,  and  are  fond  of  your  kifling  their  hand.  It  may 
eafily  be  conceived  how  greatly  this  affumption  of  dignity,  in  every  refpect  fo  ridiculous, 
mufl:  affefl:  the  pleafantry  of  fociety. 

Although  we  have  extolled  the  natural  probity  of  the  Swedes,  we  do  not  pretend  in 
this  character  to  include  the  cities,  particularly  the  capital.  That  bears  a  perfeft  re- 
femblance  to  other  cities  of  the  firlt  rank:  every  thing  is  very  dear;  here  as  elfewhere 
are  robbers,  adventurers,  and  fharpers  ;  in  one  word,  it  is  as  corrupt  as  a  city  can  be 
that  is  filled  with  inhabitants  of  all  nations. 

The  Court  of  Sweden.  Prefentations  at  court  take  place  every  fortnight  on  Sunday?, 
at  the  inflant  of  the  King  leaving  his  apartment :  which  is  ufualiy  about  feven  o'clock. 
The  etiquette  of  this  court  much  refembles  that  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  formerly,  and 
ki  many  things  is  abfolutely  the  kvme.      The  King  is  always  preceded  by  his  grand 
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officers ;  he  walks  round  the  company,  embraces  the  wives  of  the  fenators,  and  fpeaks 
to  every  one  without  diftinftion  ;  but  longed  to  the  minifters  and  foreigners ;  on  our 
very  firfl:  introdu£lion,  he  converfed  with  us  on  the  French  revolution,  and  without 
hefitation  alkided  to  that  of  Sweden  in  1772..  and  the  factions  in  his  own  country. 
Converfation  ended,  you  fet  down  to  play  ;  the  game  is  a  fort  of  lolo,  at  which  every 
one  ftakes  two  and  a  half  rix-dollars  in  paper,  neither  gold  nor  filver  being  feen  at  the 
table  :  the  Queen  only  has  a  feparate  table,  at  which  fhe  plays  at  cards ;  the  Prince 
Royal  is  by  the  fide  of  the  table,  (landing,  the  fame  as  at  the  levee,  and  retires  as  foon 
as  the  game  is  done.  i\fterwards  you  go  to  fupper,  at  which  every  thing  is  conduced 
the  fame  as  was  at  the  French  court ;  each  Princefs  has  her  officers  behind  her  :  the 
Gentleman  Carver  cuts  for  all,  and  hands  the  plates :  a  bahfter  of  wood  feparates  a 
third  of  the  apartment :  here  the  public  is  allowed  to  be:  the  ladies  of  the  fenators  have 
ftools  to  fet  on,  which  is  the  only  feats  to  be  feen.  When  the  King  is  defirous  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  any  one,  he  addrefles  him  by  name,  and  difmifles  him  by  a  nod  of  the  head. 
Supper  concludes  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock.  Strangers  that  have  already  been 
prefented,  place  themfelves  by  the  diplomatic  coi-ps ;  it  is  cuftomary  to  remain  to  the 
end. 

The  Oueen  embraces  the  wives  of  the  fenators  upon  their  {looping  to  kifs  her  hand  ; 
foreign  ladies  kifs  the  hands  of  the  Queen  and  the  Princeffes  *.  We  were  prefented  to 
the  Queen  immediately  after  having  been  introduced  to  the  King  ;  as  for  the  Princes 
and  Princeffes  you  attend  on  their  day,  and  are  prefented  to  them  in  their  apartments. 

The  following  is  an  anecdote  but  little  known.  Charles  XII.  wrote  from  I3ender  for 
an  exaO:  account  of  the  ceremonial  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.,  which  was  fent  to  him. 
A  fugitive  ruined  prince,  who  breathed  nothing  but  war,  to  require  the  etiquette  of  a 
court  the  mofl  brilliant  in  Europe  ;  what  a  fmgularity  ! 

Even  before  you  go  to  the  King,  you  vifit  and  are  prefented  to  the  Prince  Royal ;  he 
always  fpeaks  to  foreigners,  and  makes  the  circuit  of  his  apartment  in  the  fame  maimer 
as  the  King.  On  Thurfdays,  the  Prince  dines  In  public  at  one  o'clock,  at  which  time 
you  pay  your  court ;  we  never  met  with  any  ladies  on  thefe  occafions.  His  mode  of 
condud  is  the  counterpart  of  that  of  his  Majefly  :  the  minifters  are  conftantly  with  him, 
although  they  appear  before  his  Majefty  but  once  within  a  fortnight;  they  vifit  the  Prince 
three  times  in  that  fpace,  which  is  fomewhat  fingular.  He  is  dreft  in  the  Swedifh  man- 
ner, without  a  cloak,  his  hair  cut  clofe  round,  and  without  powder.  The  countenance 
of  this  young  Prince  is  interefting,  and  befpeaks  a  weak  ftate  of  health,  notwithftanding 
he  is  very  well ;  he  is  extremely  forward  confidering  his  years,  and  highly  engaging. 
His  hours  of  ftudy  are  exadly  regulated  ;  every  day  he  has  eight  or  ten  perlbns  to  dine 
with  him,  and  every  thing  about  him  is  in  the  fimpleft  ftlle-  The  Prince  never  dines 
■with  his  Father  unlefs  when  in  the  country  ;  he  is  reftrained  from  this  privilege  until  he 
affumes  the  fword,  which  he  will  do  Ihortly ;  this  however  did  not  prevent  his  father 
(on  his  journey  to  Aix  laChapelle  in  1791,)  from  declaring  him  regent,  and  upon  our 
noticing  this  to  his  Majefty,  he  replied,  "  Guftavus  Adolphus  took  a  town  before  he  was 
invefted  with  the  fword."     This  required  no  anfwer. 

•  Some  years  ago,  the  lady  of  the  Imperial  AmbafTador  refufed  to  fubmit  to  this  ceremony,  and  expofed 
herfelf  to  a  difagreeable  affair  at  the  Exchange  ball.  Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  her  motive, 
whether  good  or  bad,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  he  afts  mod  prudent  who  follows  the  cuftoms  of  the  country 
he  is  in,  and  that  all  are  particularly  bound  not  to  draw  on  themfelves  in  public,  any  odium  by  an  untoward 
^ifpofition.  Be  that  as  it  may,  from  that  period  the  ArabalTadora  from  the  Emperor  no  longer  prefent 
their  ladies  at  court. 

VOL.  VI*  3  s,  We 
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We  have  obferved  that  the  Prince  dines  on  Thurfdays  in  public  ;  he  takes  a  ciixle 
round  the  room  both  before  and  after  dinner.  We  faw  one  day  a  Dalecarlian  who 
had  placed  himfelf  behind  every  one  ;  the  young  Prince  perceiving  and  recognizing 
him  on  account  of  his  charafteriftic  drefs,  made  way  through  the  crowd,  and  coming 
up,  took  him  by  the  hand  and  converfed  with  him  for  fome  minutes.  As  foon  as  he 
quitted  him,  we  perceived  this  man  afl'ecled  by  fuch  a  mark  of  condefccnfion,  fall  back 
to  the  window  and  (hed  tears  of  delight;  on  this  occafion  we  made  reflection,  which  every 
one  has  done  a  thoufand  times  before,  of  how  Httle  it  coils  princes  to  be  beloved,  how 
much  the  flightell:  kindnefs  in  them  is  valued,  and  confequently  how  guilty,  or  ill  ad- 
vifed  they  muft  be,  where  they  fail  of  procuring  for  themfelvesa  pleafure  fo  gratifying 
and  fo  eafy,  as  the  bleffings  of  the  loweft  clafs  of  their  fubjedls.  Guflavus  III.  enjoys 
this  happinefs,  and  his  fon  follows  his  fleps  :  he  cannot  have  a  better  guide;  too  young 
as  yet  to  calculate  upon  the  advantage  of  being  cheriflied  by  his  people,  a  day  perhaps 
may  come,  when  he  will  perceive  the  value  of  their  affedion  for  him.  He  is  called  to 
reign  over  a  free  people,  and  will  learn  fn^m  his  father  not  to  fufFer  this  liberty  to  en- 
creafe  at  the  expence  of  his  own  ;  like  him  will  he  unite  courage  with  prudence,  and  that 
proportion  of  policy  necefTary  to  a  throne,  raifed  within  thefe  few  years  on  the  wreck  of 
ariltocracy,  and  we  dare  to  prognoflicate  he  will  flourifli ;  befides  he  will  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  ftudied  under  an  excellent  mailer,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  fix  that 
irrefolution  of  the  mind  natural  in  a  matter  of  fuch  ferious  confequence. 

That  this  article  was  written  before  the  King's  death,  will  be  evident;  we  were  far 
from  imagining  that  inch  an  atrocious  crime  would  fo  fhortly  deprive  the  Prince  Royal 
of  a  fupport  and  counfellor  fo  necelTary  for  him  :  what  was  yet  far  more,  difficult  for  us 
to  forelee,  was  that  fuch  an  abominable  action  would  meet  with  its  defenders. 

Suppers  of  the  Court.  The  King  gives  a  fupper  at  leafl  twice,  and  frequently  three 
times  a  week  ;  on  opera  nights  in  the  opera  chamber  ;  the  other  days  at  the  caftle  or 
Haga.  Foreigners  admitted  to  his  company  are  conftantly  invited.  The  King  is  feated 
between  two  ladies  mofh  commonly  at  one  end  of  the  table.  At  Haga  you  do  not  wear 
a  fword,  but  muft  always  be  either  full  drelfed,  or  in  uniform,  the  fame  as  in  the  city. 
In  the  fummer  time,  a  part  of  which  the  King  fpends  at  Haga,  he  invites  foreigners  like- 
wife  to  "dine  with  him,  which  invitation  is  generally  for  the  whole  day.  In  order  to  be 
entitled  to  dine  with  His  Majefly,  it  is  requifite  for  a  Swede  that  he  fliould  at  leaft  be  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  The  King  indeed,  fometimes  admits  young  people  to  this  honour, 
who  are  not  of  fuch  high  rank,  but  this  is  efteemed  a  fpecial  favour.  As  for  the  King's 
fuppers  they  are  without  ceremony,  even  when  the  royal  family  is  prefent,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe  at  the  opera  ;  the  Queen  and  PrincelTes  feating  themfelves  at  the  middle 
of  the  table  without  diftinftion.  You  are  waited  upon  by  pages,  the  principal  ones  at 
the  King's  table  are  officers,  and  bear  as  fuch  a  diftindive  mark,  (a  handkerchief  tied 
round  the  arm,)  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  chief  page  of  the  Duchefs  of  Sudermania,  and 
the  King's  fifler. 

The  two  Princeflfes  each  give  a  fupper  once  a  week,'  at  which  foreigners,  who  have 
been  once  admitted,  require  no  invitation  :  they  play  at  quinze  ;  there  is  alfo  a  loto,  at 
which  you  may  game  very  low,  if  fo  difpofed. 

The  education  of  the  pages  is  much  negledted,  at  the  King's  table  they  wait  on  every 
one,  thofe  who  are  officers  only  excepted,  who  wait  on  none  but  the  Princes.  Thefe 
latter  have  none  of  their  own. 

You  take  your  leave  feverally  of  all  the  court,  conduced  by  the  minifler  of  your 
nation. 

Firjl 


fortia's  travels  in  swkden.  395 

"F'lrjl  audience  of  foreign  mhuflcrs. — During  our  flay  at  Stockholm,  a  new  envoy  from 
PrufTia  had  his  firit  audience  of  the  King  and  royal  family  j  the  following  is  a  defcriptioa 
of  the  ceremony.  A  carriage  belonging  to  the  court,  in  which  was  the  mailer  of  the 
ceremonies,  went  to  bring  the  minifter  from  his  hotel  at  about  half-pafl  feven  at  night ; 
the  minider  got  in  ;  befide  him  fat  the  minifter  from  Holland,  and  in  front  the  mafter 
of  the  ceremonies.  In  a  following  carriage  was  the  Charge  d^ Affaire;;  of  Pruflia.  Upon 
his  introdudtion  into  the  great  dining-room,  where  there  was  a  large  company  colletfcd, 
it  was  announced  that  the  King  was  ready  to  receive  the  credentials  of  the  new  minif-_ 
ter  ;  upon  this  the  doors  of  the  audience  chamber,  which  adjoined,  were  opened.  The 
King  had  his  hat  on;  he  was  feated  on  an  armchair  of  crimfon  cloth,  the  back  of 
which  was  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Sweden,  carved  in  wood  and  gilt ;  he  was  ad- 
dreffed  in  French,  and  anfwered  in  the  fame  language  with  inexprellible  grace  and  dig- 
city  :  he  had  five  or  fix  of  the  principal  ofticers  of  his  court  about  him.  Upon  the  mi- 
nifter from  PrufTia  leaving  theprefence,  he  was  afterwards  conducted  fucceffively  to  the 
Prince  Royal  and  the  other  Princes  and  Princeffes.  We  followed  him  to  the  young 
Prince,  who  made  his  fpeech  with  all  the  noblenefs  of  manner  and  confidence  that  a 
fovereign  the  mod  accultomed  to  thefe  forms  could  poflibly  fiiew ;  we  were  the  only 
fpeftators  upon  the  occafion.  The  minifter  was  re-condutted  to  his  hotel  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  in  the  fame  carriage,  which,  by  a  pleafant  chance,  has  preferved  the 
name  of  a  Dutch  minifter  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  and  is  known  by  no  other  appel- 
lation. 

The  coaches  of  ambalTadors  and  fenators  only  enter  the  court  ef  the  caflle,  which  is 
very  inconvenient  for  others,  the  open  piazzas  under  which  you  walk  not  fhelteringyou 
from  the  wind. 

The  royal  caftle  is  fituated  within  the  city  proper,  on  ari  eminence,  fo  that  it  is  vifible, 
from  every  quarter,  and  forms  a  ftriking  objeft.  It  is  not  large,  but  its  architefture  is 
good,  and  it  is  altogether  one  of  the  prettieft  modern  palaces  in  exiftence.  Le  Voyageur 
Hollandais  afferts,  that  it  is  larger  than  that  of  Copenhagen,  but  not  fo  handfome  nor  fo 
elegantly  furniflied  ;  precifely  the  reverfe  is  the  truth.  It  is  built  of  brick,  cafed,  the 
roof  a  ntalienne,  was  begun  by  Charles  XL,  and  entirely  iiniflied  by  the  late  King;  it 
forms  alraofl  a  perfect  fquare.  The  interior  court  is  two  hundred  and  fixty  feet  by  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  has  feventeen  windows  by  fifteen  ;  it  is  four  ftories  high, 
three  of  vi'hich  are  lofty  and  one  low.  The  entrance  court  is  femicircular ;  the  front 
has  twenty-lhree  w^indows  in  a  row;  ten  Doric  columns,  joining  the  wall,  fupport  an 
equal  number  of  Ionic  caryatides,  and  al)ove  them  are  ten  fmall  Corinthian  pillars,  which 
reach  the  top  of  the  building.  The  fouth  fide,  or  that  of  the  theatre,  has  fix  large  Co- 
rinthian pillars  half  immerged,  crowned  with  trophies,  twenty-one  windows,  and  as  well 
as  the  oppofite  fide,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet  long.  The  fourth  fide, 
which  fronts  the  fea,  has  twenty  three  windows,  and  is  three  hundred  and  fixty- four 
feet  long ;  is  fix  ftories  high,  three  of  which  are  lofty,  and  three  fmall  in  the  wings 
alone.  The  corps  de  logis,  which  is  of  nine  windows,  is  but  of  four  ftories,  three  of 
which  are  lofty,  one  low,  with  three  arcades  in  the  midft.  To  the  corps  de  logis  there 
are  Compofite  pillars,  and  at  each  window  of  the  firfl  ftory  two  fmall  Ionian  pillars. 
To  the  principal  corps  de  logis  in  the  court  are  nine  arcades,  the  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  and  two  fmall  columns  to  the  windows,  the  fame  as  in  front ;  the  oppofite  fide 
is  the  fame.  The  breadth  of  the  building  at  the  corps  de  logis  of  the  principal  entrance, 
and  at  two  others,  is  52  feet ;  at  the  two  remaining,  an  arch  ferves  as  a  gateway.  The 
depth  of  the  building  on  the  fide  of  the  declivity  is  but  forty-two  feet ;  at  the  extremities 
of  this  Hope  are  two  large  lions  in  bronze.  Before  one  of  the  fronts  of  the  caflle  is  a 
""  3  JE  2  fmall 
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fmall  terraced  court,  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  feet,  from  one  pavilion  to  the  other,  'by- 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight ;  this  ought  to  be  a  garden  :  it  has  handfome  marble  ba- 
lifters  as  well  on  the  quay  (or  lower)  as  on  the  oppofite  or  higher  fide.  The  pavilions 
to  one  ftory  have  nine  windows  infide  and  as  many  on  the  quay  ;  the  lower  part  of  the 
pavilions  was  intended  for  an  orangery,  but  is  appropriated  to  other  ufes  j  it  is  in  ar- 
cades. 

The  chapel  is  very  handfome,  and  well  ornamented ;  it  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  feet  by  forty-two,  with  a  gallery  all  round  ;  the  Itaircafe  leading  to  it  is  of  marble. 
The  flairs  are  moftly  very  handfome  ;  the  flabs  of  ftone  of  which  the  flights  are  formed 
(fome  of  them  marble)  are  very  beautiful. 

The  chafnber  of  the  Jiates  is  oppofite  to  the  chapel,  and  is  precifely  of  the  fame  dimen- 
fions ;  it. is  ninety-five  feet  from  the  door  to  the  throne,  which  is  thirty  feet  diltant  from 
the  extremity  of  the  room.  The  throne  is  afcended  by  eight  fleps,  owing  to  the  rows 
of  feats  with  which  the  chamber  is  furniihed,  being  raifed  one  above  the  other,  as  in  an 
amphitheatre,  from  the  entrance.  The  nobility  occupy  the  right  of  the  King,  the  clergy, 
burgelTes,  and  peafantry  the  oppofite  fide :  it  is  entirely  furrounded  by  a  gallery  with 
feats  ;  this  apartment  is  both  elegant  and  noble.  Adjoining  is  that  in  which  the  orders 
of  knighthood  meet,  which  is  fucceeded  by  the  two  chambers  in  which  the  fenate  for- 
merly affembled.  In  the  former  of  thefe  three  rooms  are  four  pictures  in  tapeflry^ 
which  reprefent  the  battles  of  Charles  XL,  given  to  that  monarch  by  Lewis  XIV. 

The  King's  apartments.  The  apartment  in  which  the  King  has  his  couchee  in  the 
evening  is  compofed  of  a  grand  fquare  faloon,  adorned  with  pillars  of  wood  gilt,  on 
which  are  tvi^o  ilatues.  Apollo  and  Venus  Callypigi ;  the  face  of  the  latter  is  that  of 
Countefs  Hcepken  :  thefe  liatuesare  of  the  natural  fize  in  marble,  and  were  fculptured 
by  ScrgelL  They  front  each  other,  with  their  backs  towards  looking-glafles.  To  this 
fucceeds  a  large  faloon,  the  furniture  of  which  is  of  French  velvet;  this  is  an  elegant 
apartment,  contains  a  number  of  plates  of  glafs,  and  fix  bufts  of  the  reigning  family  by 
Sergei/.  From  this  faloon  you  enter  a  fmall  clofet,  which  ferves  as  a  paffage.  into  the 
galiery ;  in  it  is  a  bafon  of  marble,  fupported  by  three  feet  of  a  couchant  lien,  a  very 
ancient  piece,  and  three  antique  flatues,  Pifcennius  Niger,  Juno,  and  a  young  man  with 
a  fwan  holding  a  ferpent  in  its  beak  ;  the  gallery  contains  a  number  of  fine  paintings.  , 
Two  children  by  Rubens.  The  Judgment  of  Paris  by  Coypcl.  Venus  and  Adcnis  by 
Le  Maine,  which  with  the  preceding  make  2  pair  ;  both  are  beautiful,  aiid  do  honour  to 
the  French  fchool.  The  four  Evangelifts  in  the  fame  pidure,  by  Vandyke  or  Valentin^ 
very  fine.  The  Virgin  by  Giordani,  the  colouring  rather  too  high.  Sigifmond  on 
horfeback,  by  Rubens,  exquifite.  It  was  bought  at  an  inn  by  Mr.  da  Teflin  for  a  ducat. 
A  dead  partridge,  a  finifned  performance  of  Hondecater.  Venus  and  Adonis,  by  Van- 
dyke ,  appears  as  if  the  painter  had  had  fome  other  intention  on  beginning  the  piece. 
Adonis  has  very  much  the  appearance  of  Jefus  dead,  and  being  carried  to  thefepulchre  ; 
the  head  of  Venus  refembles  that  of  the  Magdalen  by  Le  Brun.  A  number  of  very 
pieafing  Flemifh  pieces  ;  fome  by  Wowvermans.  St.  Jerome  by  Vandyke  ;  this  painting 
liad  received  confiderable  dam.age,  which  has  been  repaired.  Ulyffes  and  Ajax  per- 
fuading  Achilles  to  take  up  the  caufe  of  the  Greeks;  a  very  fine  painting,  by  Laireffe^ 
A  philofopher  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  a  precious  jewel  of  Rembrandt ;  in  this  is  givea 
a  moft  beautiful  etFeit  of  light.  Mercury,  faid  to  be  by  Rubens,  bought  at  the  cufiont- 
houfeat  Antwerp.  A  fine  piece  of  gamc'flers  playing,  of  the  fchool  of  Vandyke;  it  is 
faid  to  be  a  reprefentadon  of  the  family  of  Charles  L  A  butcher  ripping  up  an  ox,  by: 
Teniers,  a  fubject  which  he  has  frequently  treated.  A  likeaefs  of  De  V,  itf,  the  grand 
penfionary,  a  very  handfome  painting,  attributed  to  Vandyke*.    The  family  of  Ruben?, 
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by  Vandyke.  Some  birds  extremely  well  executed,  by  Vanacht,  1664.  An  old  woman, 
by  Rembrandt.  Mercury  and  Argus,  by  Simon  de  Pefaro.  Mutius  Scsevola,  by  Pouf- 
lin  ;  it  is  a  pity  this  little  pidlure  fhould  have  fufFered  fo  much  injury.  Sufannah,  by 
Rubens,  on  wood.  The  birth  of  Ericthonius,  a  fketch  of  Rubens.  The  Virgin,  by 
Voiiet ;  an  engraving  has  been  made  from  this.  Two  beautiful  landfcapes,  by  Berghen. 
A  Virgin,  attributed  to  Holbein.  A  child,  faid  to  be  by  Titian,  fomewhat  damaged. 
Give  unto  Cafar,  he,  a  fine  painting  by  Lanfranc  ;  the  colour  in  fome  places  is  faded  ; 
the  heads  in  it  are  beautiful.  Befides  thefe,  this  gallery  contains  thirteen  antique 
marble  ftatues  ;  but  that  incomparably  the  moil  valuable  is  Endymion,  in  the  middle  o\ 
the  room.  This  is  a  piece  ot  exquifite  beauty,  and  woj:thy  of  being  matched  with  the 
mod  celebrated  pieces  of  antiquity.  He  is  in  a  lying  polture  ;  one  leg  and  one  arm 
have  undergone  repair,  which  might  indeed  have  been  better  done.  The  King  bought 
this  fuperb  jewel  at  Rome  hi  1784,  for  the  trifling  fura  of  2000  ducats.  Undoubtedly 
the  Pope  would  never  have  confented  to  its  removal  from  Rome,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  Prince.  The  nine  Mufes,  bought  likewife  at  Rome  with  three  other  pieces  for 
3000  ducats,  on  account  of  the  King  ;  although  the  whole  nine  be  not  of  equal  merit, 
or  in  the  moft  beautiful  antique  ftyle,  they  are  not  the  lefs  valuable  for  the  iludy  of  the 
art,  each  poffeliing  fome  fine  touches,  particularly  for  the  inifruction  of  the  natives  of 
the  country,  v/ho  are  deiiitute  of  a  fmgle  Greek  or  even  Roman  antique  without  the 
palace  ol  His  MajeRy.  The  drapery  is  the /!)e(t  executed  part  of  thefe  llatues.  Poly- 
hymnia and  Terpfichore  are  fuperb.  Euterpe,  Erato,  Clio,  and  Urania,  handfome 
pieces.  Melpomene  and  Thalia,  but  ordinary.  Calliope  is  the  word  of  the  whole. 
There  are  other  paintings,  which  certain  journaliits  have  highly  extolled,  particularly 
the  three  Graces,  and  the  nuptials  of  Amphitrite,  attributed  to  Rubens  :  thefe  we  have 
not  noticed,  from  our  conceiving  them  to  be  only  of  the  fchool  of  that  mader,  forming- 
our  opinion  upon  that  of  certain  connoiffeurs  as  much  attached  to  their  country  as  mea 
can  be,  and  as  well  inclined  to  publiPn  whatever  might  judly  tend  to  its  glory.  There  is- 
an  Apollo  playing  on  the  lute,  which  for  a  length  of  time  was  taken  for  a  woman,  the 
head  being  loft ;  this  datue  has  been  engraven  as  fuch  by  Cavacippi.  The  Pope  finding 
a  datue  in  an  entire  date  with  fimilar  attributes,  the  error  occafioned  by  his  difguife  in 
woman's  apparel  was  made  evident.  An  ancient  Priedefs.  A  Fawn  ccuchant,  a  fmall 
datue  by  Sergell ;  the  body  is  extremely  beautiful ;  it  is  perhaps  the  mader-piece  of  that 
famous  fculptor. — Leaving  the  gallery  you  enter  a  clofet,  which  ferves  as  a  padage  t 
here  are  tv/o  Fawns  carrying  wine  budgets,  with  a  woman  holding  a  goblet. — Succeeds 
a  parlour,,  containing  a  number  of  paintings.  The  gratitude  of  Achilles  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nicomedes,  a  pretty  piece,  attributed  to  Wandcrwerft".  The  presentation  at  tha 
Temple,  by  Tiepolo  the  younger..  The  birth  of  Chrid,  as  a  companion,  by  the  fame 
liand.  The  triumph  of  Amphitrite,  faid  to  be  by  Rubens,  but  more  truly  by  Dicpenbeck, 
his  pupil  (this  is  the  painting  we  have  previouily  noticed).  A  Madona,  attributed  to 
Corregio.  The  confpiracy  of  Zi&a,  after  the  manner  and  certainly  from  the  fchool  of 
Rembrandt.  A  portrait  of  Cromwell,  very  handfome,  astl  in  good  prefervation.  A 
head,  the  wife  of  the  Parmefan.  A  head  of  Chrid,  by  Albert  Durer  ;  in  which  the  red 
predominates  too  much.  Silenus,  by  Rubens,  with  an  epifode  of  rather  a  loofe  defcrip- 
tion,  has  greatly  fuffered  ;  it  is  engraved,  and  is  to  be  found  in  many  colledlions..  Be- 
fides thefe,  there  are  a  number  of  other  paintings.  Some  ibtues  and  fome  buds  are  to^ 
be  feen.  Silenus  drunk,,  a  dnall  itatue.  Achilles  when  a  child,  which  has  undergone 
repair.  Two  fmall  antique  Mufes.  Columns  of  marble  in  fliape  of  the  trunks  of  trees,. 
two  dog's  tongues  in  marble,  a  fluted  pillar,-  with  abaiket  for  a  capital..  Two  hyppo- 
griffins.     A  fmall  antiq^ue  goat,  well  ejk,ecutedK    A  large  cornucopia  fculptnred,  ending. 
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with  a  boar's  head  ;  this  is  placed  over  different  pieces  of  antique  fculpture,  which  form 
a  very  pleafmg  whole.  Two  blocks  of  granitella,  on  one  of  which  is  depofited  an  urn, 
or  rather  a  vafe,  on  vshich  children  and  birds  are  fculptured,  by  a  nice  hand  ;  on  the 
other  is  a  piece  of  porphyry,  formed  into  the  fiiape  of  a  tub.  In  another  apartment  is 
the  portrait^  of  Charles  I.,  by  Vandyke.  Four  beautiful  heads,  by  Nogari.  Chrift  being 
crowned  with  thorns,  a  large  painting,  taken  from  a  church,  the  author  of  which  is 
unknown;  it  is  minutely  beautiful.  An  urn  with  compartments,  fupported  by  four 
lion's  feet.  An  antique  marble  feat.  A  large  urn  ;  on  the  cover  a  young  lion  is  feen 
devouring  a  bull.  Two  fmall  baths,  with  hermaphrodites.  A  fniall  ftatue  of  Paris, 
with  one  knee  on  the  ground  before  the  apple.  A  large  modern  vafe  of  granite,  un- 
fortunately broken.  A  handfome  antique  vafe,  with  ears  to  it,  of  very  elegant  fliape 
and  well  preferved.  Befides  thefe,  you  find  on  the  tables  or  mantle-pieces  of  thefe 
apartments,  vafcs,  bufls,  and  bronzes,  either  antique  or  copies. — In  another  apartment 
are  a  number  of  large  diflies  of  earthenware,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Raphael 
ware;  of  it  there  is  a  great  colledion  ;  vafes  of  Swedifii  porphyry,  of  an  elegant  form 
and  fine  workmanlhip  :  fome  bufls,  and  a  fmall  ftatue  of  the  god  Fan.  The  whole  of 
this  fuite  of  apartments  is  fuperb ;  at  the  end  is  a  tolerably  large  dining-room,  which, 
however,  does  not  correfpond  with  the  reft.  On  the  fide  is  a  fmall  theatre,  where  for- 
merly plays  in  French  were  afied ;  at  prefent  it  ferves  as  an  occafional  mufic  room. 
We  heard  a  woman  fing  here,  who  muft  needs  be  fixty  years  of  age,  fince  fhe  fang  at 
the  confecration  of  His  Majefty's  father  in  1751  ;  notwithftanding  this  her  manner  of 
finging  was  excellent,  and  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  fingers  of  the  opera  of  the  pre- 
fent time. 

From  the  firft  fquare  faloon  which  we  have  previoufly  noticed,  you  pafs  through  a 
narrow  paffage  to  the  King's  bed-chamber,  in  which  is  the  buft  of  Madame  de  Brionne ; 
this  chamber  has  a  communication  with  a  fmall  apartment,  ornamented  with  the  portraits 
of  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  France,  done  with  a  pen  ;  the  portrait  of  a  lady  in  black, 
and  that  of  the  Baron  d'Armfeldt,  in  a  warrior's  drefs,  by  Vertmuller,  a  Swede,  member 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  France.  You  afterwards  afcend,  by  a  very  narrow  ftaircafe, 
to  a  fmall  room  between  the  two  floors,  the  ornaments  of  which  are  perfectly  beautiful ; 
the  defigns  by  Mafrellier :  it  contains  a  number  of  bronze  figures  from  the  antique, 
prettily  diftributed  in  little  niches :  from  this  room  you  pafs  into  a  chamber  which  the 
King  calls  his  divan ;  it  is  extremely  fmall,  and  decorated  very  richly  in  the  Turkifh 
ftyle  ;  it  is  lighted  by  two  lamps  of  much  tafte,  fupported  by  tripods  from  three  to  four 
feet  high.  When  lighted,  this  divan  is  beautiful.  As  we  entered  thefe  apartments  we 
left  our  fwords. 

The  fecond  ftory  confifts  of  a  number  of  rooms ;  in  one  of  them  the  King  holds  his 
levee,  the  cafe  commonly  every  other  day  from  eleven  to  twelve.  The  apartment  has 
a  grand  and  fmaller  entrance,  and  every  thing  here  is  regulated  upon  the  fyllem.  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles.  Afterwards  follows  a  very  long  gallery,  in  which  the  court  affem- 
bles  on  Sunday  evening  every  fortnight,  and  next  the  card-room;  the  grand  gallery 
communicates  with  the  Queen's  apartments;  from  the  anti-chamber,  through  which 
you  enter  to  the  levee,  and  in  which  their  Majefties  dine  in  public,  you  pais  into  the 
council-chamber  ;  this  contains  a  number  of  paintings  ;  one  of  fize,  a  very  fine  piece, 
by  Lairejfc,  reprefenting  the  detection  of  /  chilles.  The  four  fathers  of  the  church,  in 
one  beautiful  piece,  by  Rubens.  Suzannah  and  the  eid  rs,  by  the  hme,  very  natural, 
fine,  and  well  preferved.  The  family  of  Darius  at  the  feet  of  Alexander,  by  Trevifani^ 
one  of  his  beft  works.  The  portraits  of  Guftavus  Vafci,  of  Charles  XII.,  and  a  beauti- 
ful one  of  Chriftina,  by  Beck.     A  buft  of  Guftavus  A dolphus,  and  the  Prince  Royal, 
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by  Sergei!,  about  whom  a  child  on  foot  encircles  a  garland.  A  bronze  buft  of  Charles 
XII.,  by  Bouchardon  the  younger.  This  apartment  was  to  be  enlarged  ;  the  defigns  for 
the  purpofe,  projected  by  Mafrellier,  were  Ihewn  to  us.  It  is  to  be  connected  with  the 
neighbouring  chamber,  that  contains  a  painting  by  Gagnerot,  which  reprefents  the  Pope 
accompanying  the  King  to  the  Mufeum. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  eftabliOi  a  Royal  Mufa^um,  which  is  to  hold  all  the  collec- 
tions made  by  the  celebrated  Nicodemus  Tcjfin,  to  whom  are  owing  the  handfomeft  build- 
ings  in  Stockholm  ;  by  his  fon  Charles  Guitavus,  of  equal  celebrity  as  a  connoiffeur  of 
the  arts  and  flatefman  ;  by  Oueen  Louifa  Ulrica,  the  worthy  filter  ot  the  great  Frederic  ; 
and  by  Gultavus  III.,  the  firfl  King  who  travelled  to  promote  the  arts,  which  formed 
his  chief  delight.  In  this  Muffeum  is  to  be  depofited  the  whole  of  the  antique  fpecimens 
collefted  by  them,  than  which,  out  of  Italy,  it  would  be  difficult  to  produce  a  more 
precious  collection.  The  Endymion,  Apollo,  Minerva,  and  the  nine  Mufes,  will  form 
its  chief  beauties  in  fculpture.  It  is  to  contain  paintings ;  drawings  by  great  niafters, 
of  which  there  are  thirteen  enormous  volumes ;  engravings,  moltly  proofs;  the  bed 
works  on  the  arts  ;  Etrufcan  vafes,  bronzes,  medals,  and  ancient  and  modern  coins,  the 
number  of  which  amounts  to  twenty  thoufand,  the  union  of  three  valuable  collections, 
&:c. 

From  this  profpeftus  one  can  but  form  a  favourable  idea  of  the  intended  Mufaium. 
Mr.  de  Fredenheim,  whom  we  fhall  fiiortly  mention,  is  occupied  with  this  eftablifhment, 
as  intendant  of  all  the  King's  colleftions  in  the  department  of  the  arts.  This  appoint- 
ment does  him  honour,  and  will  certainly  not  be  blamed  by  thofe  who,  like  us,  have  the 
happinefs  of  knowing  him. 

Theatres.  They  have  four  theatres.  The  grand  opera  in  the  Swedifli  language,  at 
which  there  are  performances  on  Mondays,  and  occafionally  on  Thurfdays;  theaftors 
are  pretty  good ;  Mr.  Kqfien  is  the  firft  finger,  who  is  of  impofing  appearance,  and 
plays  in  a  noble  ftyle ;  notwithftanding  which  one  (till  feels  there  is  fomewhat  in  his 
manner  to  look  for.  Madame  Muller  is  pofleffed  of  great  talents,  but  withal  has  a 
Danifli  accent,  in  our  opinion,  very  difagreeable:  her  hufband  is  an  excellent  violin 
player.  The  dancing  part,  mannged  by  a  Frenchman,  is  very  tolerable.  Mademoifelle 
Baffi  (who,  however,  we  believe  has  fince  left  them)  was  the  firft  dancer  ;  (he  perform- 
ed at  Paris  fome  years  back.  The  drefles  are  extremely  rich,  and  propriety  of  coftume 
moft  critically  adhered  to  ;  as  for  fcenery,  they  may  in  this  article  vie  with  the  moft  ele- 
gant theatres ;  and  in  point  of  machinery,  the  moft  difficult  fpeftator  has  nothing  to 
condemn.  Within  five  months,  that  is  to  fay,  in  courfe  of  two  or  three-and-twenty 
nights'  reprefentations,  we  were  prefent  at  nine  different  operas,  three  of  which  na- 
tional. Guftaviis  Vafa  in  particular  is  extremely  curious ;  the  fcenery  of  the  firft  a6t, 
which  reprefents  the  court  of  Chriftiern,  is  exquifitely  beautiful.  The  fubjedt  is,  for 
the  natives  of  the  country,  of  a  very  interefting  nature,  and  is  compofed  by  him  the  beft 
qualified  to  appreciate  the  great  qualities  of  this  Prince*.  The  mufic  of  the  piece  by 
Naumami,  is  frequently  very  fine ;  of  the  merit  of  the  compofition  vi^e  were  unable  to 
judge,  but  were  told  that  the  verfes  were  excellent.  In  the  opera  of  Eleftra,  likewife, 
there  is  a  beautiful  fcene ;  one  of  a  new  defcription,  and  extremely  rich  in  Thetis  and 

*  The  King  has  framed  the  ilcek ton  of  feveral  operas  and  many  Swedifh  pieces  ;  he  is  extremely  partial 
ito  the  ftage,  is  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  an  excellent  judge  particularly  of  French  pieces  ;  often  is  he 
the  only  perfon  who  feels  and  applauds  certain  paffages ;  much  of  the  delicate  ftrokes  of  a  language  cfcaping 
thofe  who  even  fpcak  it  fluently,  unltfs  it  be  fundamentally  acquired  ;  but  the  King  underflands  the  French 
language  equally  well  with  the  beft-informed  Freachman.  (This  article  we  have  left  exadiy  as  it  was  ori- 
ginally compofed.) 

Peleus, 
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Peleus,  a  very  old  opera,  the  mufic  of  which  is  but  indifferent,  notwithftandlng  the  pro- 
duction of  an  Italian,  but  remarkable  on  account  of  its  being  rehearfed  on  the  evening 
of  the  iTiemorable  day  on  which  the  revolution  topk  place  in  1772,  at -which  rehearfal 
the  King  was  prefent  till  eleven  in  the  evening,  evincing  the  greateft  tranquillity,  and 
apparently  intent  on  nothing  but  the  opera,  fo  much  fo,  in  fliort,  that  many  perfons  who 
had  heard  a  rumour  of  it,  could  not  be  perfuaded  it  would  take  place  on  the  morrow. 

For  the  chief  feats  at  the  opera  you  pay  thirty-two  {killings.  Provided  you  have  no 
feat  in  the  boxes,  it  is  ufual  to  fit  in  the  pit ;  but  a  foreigner  of  any  notoriety  eafily  ob- 
tains a  place  either  in  the  box  of  the  minifter  of  his  nation,  or  in  fome  other.  In  the 
winter  on  thofe  days  on  which  there  are  performances,  the  King  fups  at  the  opera,  with 
a  great  company,  and  thofe  flrangers  admitted  to  his  fociety,  are  conltantly  invited.  He 
has  referved  for  his  own  ufe  a' very  elegant  apartment  there,  in  which  is  a  painting  by 
Depres,  (an  artift  of  whom  we  fliall  fpeak  as  we  proceed :)  it  reprefents  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  and  the  King  of  Sweden  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  at  Rome,  with  the  Pope  of- 
ficiating.    A  number  of  figures  are  very  ftriking  likenefl'es. 

The  theatre  is  handfome,  and  the  coup  d'oeil  it  affords  very  pleafing ;  the  ftage  is 
large.  This  building  forms  one  of  the  fides  of  the  north-fquare,  and  has  a  very  fine  ef- 
fetf.  The  palace  of  the  Princefs  Sophia  Albertina,  the  only  one  who  has  apartments 
without  the  palace,  is  oppofite,  and  in  architecture  perfedly  correfponds.  The  capitals 
of  the  columns  of  the  front  are  of  iron,  founded  by  Afpliind.  In  the  veftibule  are  to 
be  columns  of  granite,  now  polifiiing  near  the  north-bridge. 

The  French  theatre  is  only  comparable  to  one  of  our  provincial  flages  ;  but  for  a 
Frenchman  it  muft  be  pleafing  to  meet  with  performances  of  his  nation,  in  the  very  bo- 
fom  of  the  north.  M***  was  for  a  long  time  the  principal  actor  at  this  theatre,  and  it 
was  imagined  that  the  unmeafured  bounty  of  the  King  would  have  induced  him  to  re- 
main, but  M***  has  demonltrated,  that  fenfe  and  confiderable  talents  can  be  united  to 
a  corrupt  heart,  and  the  fouleft  ingratitude.  His  behaviour  towards  the  King,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  left  Sweden  (to  pace  the  boards  of  the  fifth  play-houfe  in  Paris,) 
would  have  difgraced  anyone  but  himfelf.  They  play  on  Wednefdays  and  Fridays  at 
the  French  theatre.  On  the  other  days  of  the  week,  in  the  fame  houfe  which  is  built 
of  wood,  is  very  mean,  and  very  inconvenient  *  ;  the  company  of  national  a£tors  per-- 
form  ;  this  company  was  lately  compofed  under  the  aufpices  of  His  Majefty,  and  has  al- 
ready arrived  at  a  fingular  degree  of  perfeftion,  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  confidered  ; 
the  King  interefts  himfelf  greatly  in  the  improvement  of  the  aftors,  to  which  circum- 
ftance  the  fpeed  of  their  progrefs  is  to  be  attributed.  Coftume  is  always  rigidly  attended 
to  among  them,  and  their  drefles  are  very  good.  They  perform  both  tragedy  and  co- 
medy. For  the  chief  places  at  them,  as  well  as  the  French  performances,  you  pay 
twenty-four  (killings.  The  latter  company,  fince  the  death  of  the  King,  has  been  dif- 
miffed. 

The  fourth  theatre  may  be  compared  to  that  of  our  boulevards,  aswell  for  the  place 
itfelf,  as  the  company  which  refort  to  it ;  at  this  they  play  trifling  pieces  and  comic 
operas. 

In  fummer  they  only  aft  once  in  a  fortnight,  as  almoll  every  body  at  this  feafon  is  ia 
the  country  ;  this  is  but  a  flender  privation. 

During  carnival  a  mafqued  ball  is  given  every  Friday,  at  lead  this  was  the  cafe  during 
our  refidence  there  ;  the  price  of  a  ticket  of  admiffion  is  twenty-four  fkillings.  You 
cannot  enter  the  theatre  unlefs  in  a  mafk  or  domino,  but  may  go  into  the  upper  boxes, 

*  It  was  deftroyed  in  1793. 
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whence  you  enjoy  every  thing,  that  is  to  fay,  plenty  of  dufi:,  and  fcents  ;  thefe  are  not 
reforted  to  by  good  company.  The  King  never  miffed  a  malked  ball :  although  foon 
diftinguiflied,  he  was  friendly  to  the  licence  afforded  under  a  mafk,  and  was  not  difpleaf- 
ed  when  direftcd  on  himfelf. 

The  wardrobe  of  the  opera  is  inimenfe.  In  no  theatre  are  thp  a£tors,  dancers,  Sec- 
better  dreffed ;  nay  many  of  the  chaTafters,  habited  in  ferge  at  Paris,  are  dreffed  in 
filk  here.  The  orcheftra  is  compofed  of  more  than  forty  miificians,  who  play  tolerably 
well ;  without  including  thefe,  there  are  nearly  two  hundred  perfons  attached  to  the 
theatre  as  aftors,  chorus-fingers,  dancers,  &:c.  The  corps  de  ballet  alone,  is  compofed 
of  ninety  performers,  who  all  appear  when  neceffary.  This  play-houfe  occupies,  almofi: 
continually,  ninety  tailors. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  theatres  in  1791.  We  cannot  anfwer  for  changes  which 
may  fince  then  have  happened,  and  have  no  doubt  that  many  will  have  taken  place  fince 
the  death  of  Guflavus  111. ;  views  of  oeconomy  (certainly  very  wifely  conceived)  will  have 
induced  the  Regent  to  diminifli  expences,  regarded  as  futile  and  ill-placed  by  the  parti- 
zans  of  the  prefent  government,  willing,  upon  all  occafions,  to  condemn  what  was  in- 
ftituted  by  the  laft.  They  cannot  imagine  that  the  funis  of  money,  employed  in  fup- 
porting  feveral  theatres,  are  as  wifely  expended  as  upon  miltreffes  ;  yet  muff  it  be  al- 
lowed, that  by  the  firft  method  of  fquandering  more  people  receive  advantage  than  by 
the  latter. 

The  Abbe  Vogler,  in  general,  leads  the  band  at  the  opera  ;  he  poffeffes  a  great  por- 
tion of  talent ;  is  an  excellent  mufician,  but  excentrically  original,  nay  even  to  charla- 
tanifm.  To  give  an  idea:  We  were  prefent  at  a  concert,  (abfolutely  given  by  himfelf,) 
on  the  organ  of  the  Gerriian  chapel  j  among  other  things  announced  was,  The  people's 
love  for  a  patriot  King,  which  he  pretended  to  exprefs  on  the  organ. 

The  following  are  the  exadl;  dimenfions  of  the  opera  : 

It  was  ereded  between  1776  and  1782.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  two  hundred  and 
ten  Swedifh  feet  in  length,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  width,  and  fifty-feven  high.  Its 
front  is  with  columns  and  pilaltres  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  theatre  is  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  building,  and  on  each  fide  are  apartments.  It  is  in  the  fliape  of  a  truncated 
ellipfis,  the  greateft  diameter  or  length  of  which  is  fifty-fix  feet,  the  fmaller  diameter, 
which  makes  the  breadth,  being  forty-eight ;  there  are  four  rows  of  boxes,  each  row 
confining  of  twenty-one  ;  the  ftage  is  eighty-two  feet  deep,  and  as  many  broad. 

On  each  fide  of  the  theatre  is  an  apartment  for  the  King,  one  for  the  dire£lor,  one 
for  the  manager,  two  tiring  rooms,  and  twenty-four  clofets  for  the  a£l:ors  ;  a  painter's 
room,  a  carpenter's,  two  coffee-rooms,  and  a  tavern. 

This  theatre,  with  all  its  appendages,  cofl  building  1 80,000  crowns  banco  *,  (nearly 
a  million  French,)  the  machinery,  the  furniture  of  the  King's  apartments,  and  the  fce- 
nery  of  the  firft  opera,  included. 

In  1792  the  building  of  a  new  play-houfe  was  begun,  to  replace  the  French  opera, 
the  deftruflion  of  which  has  had  a  good  effeft  for  the  profpecl  of  the  fquare  before  the 
caftle.     The  new  theatre  is  to  be  in  the  ancient  arfenal,  near  St.  James's. 

*  40,0001,  llerling. 
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('hap.  IV, — State  of  lhe  Arts  and  Sciences. — Academics, — King*s  Library, -r^Cahinets 
of  Natural  Hijiory. — Cabinet  of  Models. — Gynmafia, — Public  Schools, — Academy  of 
Painting, — Patriotif  Society. 

It  cannot  be  dilTembled  that  the  number  of  learned  Swedes  is  very  inconfiderable ; 
people  read  but  little  in  general  in  Sweden,  and  are  at  very  little  pains  for  information ; 
the  nobility  efpecially  may  be  looked  upon  as  ignorant ;  the  clergy  there,  as  almofh 
every  where,  are  the  beft  informed  ;  yet  in  this  clafs  few  are  confpicuous.  The  late 
King,  however,  left  the  fciences  in  a  far  more  improved  ftate  than  that  in  which  he 
found  them  ;  the  academies,  gymnafia,  and  fchools,  all  felt  the  benefit  of  the  enlight- 
ened tafte  of  the  fovereign. 

The  academies  of  Stockholm  are  three  in  number,  exclufive  of  that  of  painting. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences,  founded  in  1739,  confifls  of  a  hundred  Swedilh  members, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  foreign  afTociates.  Every  three  months  it  publiflies  its 
memoirs  in  the  Swedifli  language  ;  its  Prefident,  likewife,  is  nominated  every  quarter ; 
it  has  no  honorary,  that  is  to  fay  ufelefs  members,  a  fingularity  we  much  admire.  It 
has  two  perpetual  fecretaries  ;  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  and  the  obfervatory,  of 
which  we  (hall  fpeak  prefently,  belong  to  the  academy.  The  only  fund  it  receives  from 
government,  confifts  in  its  exclufive  privilege  of  felling  almanacs,  which  produces  an- 
nually about  two  thoufand  rix-doUars  :  its  other  revenues  are  derived  from  the  gene- 
rofity  of  a  number  of  citizens  in  eafy  circumftances,  among  which  M.  Sahlgren,  of 
Gottenburg,  ftands  foremoft.  A  part  of  the  library  of  the  academy  is  a  donation  of 
M.  Rofenadler ;  it  contains  fome  valuable  works — a  Swedifh  Bible,  in  fmall  folio,  printed 
at  Upfal,  in  1 541,  with  wooden  prints  ;  a  New  Teflament,  in  quarto,  Stockholm,  1549  ; 
wooden  prints,  very  rare ;  a  New  Teflament,  the  firft  printed  in  Sweden,  Stockholm, 
1 52 1,  very  rare  ;  this  is  a  fmall  folio,  has  fuftered  from  fire,  and  is  not  complete — the 
Battles  of  Duke  Charles  (Charles  IX.),  rare,  on  account  of  its  being  prohibited  :  the 
whole  of  its  firit  apartment  is  filled  wkh  books  in  the  Swedifh  language.  It  is  affirmed, 
that  it  contains  all  the  works  publifhed  in  that  tongue,  but  for  this  we  are  far  from 
vouching.  In  a  fmall  room  adjoining,  are  the  memoirs  of  different  academies,  fome 
voyages,  works  on  natural  hiftory,  phyfics,  &c.  Such  as  treat  of  aftronomy  are  at  the 
obfervatory. 

The  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory  is  confided  to  the  care  of  M.  Sparmann,  Dodtor  of 
Phyfic,  known  by  his  travels  in  Africa,  and  his  refearches  into  natural  hiflory  ;  he  has 
enriched  this  cabinet  with  a  number  of  curious  objects  collected  in  his  travels,  either 
when  by  himfelf  or  with  Captain  Cook.  The  cabinet  is  clafTed  according  to  the  fyflem 
of  Linnasus.  When  any  fubjeft  occurs  which  is  pofitively  new,  M.  Sparmann  ex- 
plains it  at  the  fittings  of  the  academy,  at  which  the  Swedifh  language  alone  is  fpoken*. 
In  this  collection  we  faw  a  great  number  of  animals  preferved  in  fpirits  of  wine. — The 
member  of  a  rhinoceros.— Mw  pumiHo  from  Africa.— An  amphibious  moufe. — The 

*  We  remarked  before  that  tlie  tranfafttons  of  the  academy  were  publiftied  in  the  Swedifh  language. 
It  is  our  opinion  tliat  the  Swedilh  language  is  not  fufiiciently  diffufed,  not  well  enough  known,  even  to  the 
literary  world,  to  juftify  the  omiffion  on  the  part  of  the  academy,  of  publifhing  them  in  two  languages,  or 
at  leaft  in  one  more  generally  known.  Many  Swedifh  authors  have  to  attribute  to  this  circumftance  the 
fmall  fale  of  theii  publications,  and  the  little  fame  they  acquire.  If  Linnaeus  had  written  in  his  own  tongue 
he  would  not  have  had  kfs  merit  it  is  true,  but  certainly  lefs  celebrity. 
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foetus  of  a  Hottentot.— Lacerta  Jpi/ta for . — The  venomous  lizard  of  Africa. — A  flying  li- 
zard.— Rana  typbonia  with  large  ears. — Rana  paradoxa  in  its  different  progreflions,  from 
its  firfl;  formation  to  its  perfect  (late. — A  lizard,  which  M.  Sparmann  informed  us  he  was 
unable  to  kill  by  piercing  its  heart  and  brain  feveral  times  with  a  fliarp  piece  of  fleel ;  nor 
could  hefucceed  but  by  immerfing  it  in  fpirits  of  wine.  LaccrtaAmboinenfis  very  rare. — A 
Foetus. — A  moufe. — Several  cafes  of  lizards  and  frogs. — Serpents  from  America,  the 
Indies,  and  the  South  Sea,  many  of  which  of  the  moft  venomous  kind,  with  very  flat 
heads. — Fijh. — Flying  fifli  from  the  Red  Sea,  (of  Egypt)  and  others. — .Worms  of  all 
fizes,  a  very  complete  coUedion. — Scorpions. — Heads  of  African  wild  boars,  with  ivory 
horns,  brought  by  M.  Sparmann. — Pieces  of  cloth  made  from  the  bark  of  trees  from 
Otaheite  and  North  America. — Boxes  of  ftones  taken  out  of  the  bladder. — Animals. — 
Elephants'  teeth. — Elephants'  tails  with  branches  of  hair  at  the  end,  very  rare. — Infefts 
of  Japan  in  copper,  fo  well  painted  and  imitated  as  to  deceive  examination. — Shells,  a 
fmall  coUedion,  but  which  comprizes  nothing  curious. — Arms  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
South  Sea. — A  large  piece  of  red  coral.  In  this  fame  apartment  may  be  feen  the  Mii' 
fcsum  Carlfonianwn,  a  very  valuable  work ;  it  is  the  coUeftion  of  birds  of  M.  Carlfon, 
engraved  and  illuminated  with  the  nicefl;  care :  many  birds  to  be  feen  there  were  never 
drawn  before.  In  1791  four  volumes  were  publifiied,  each  volume  at  10  rix-dollars. 
In  another  room  we  faw  fiioes,  caps,  &c.  of  Americans  and  Hottentots,  Chinefe  inftru- 
ments,  a  box  of  Chinefe  medicines,  with  an  explanatory  book  by  a  French  miflTionary ; 
arms,  jewels,  and  ornaments  of  Hottentots,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand,  and  the 
South  Sea.  A  necklace  made  of  the  legs  of  the  red  parrot,  Sec.  The  cabinet  and  li- 
brary are  in  the  houfe  belonging  to  the  academy  in  the  city. 

The  Obfervatory.  It  is  at  a  difl:ance  in  the  northern  fuburbs,  and  placed  on  an  in* 
confiderable  eminence  :  M.  Nicander,  the  aftronomer,  has  the  direftion  of  it.  Its  ho- 
rizon  is  of  no  great  extent,  fcarcely  commanding  a  fcope  of  more  than  a  Swedifli  mile,  on 
account  of  the  rocks  with  which  the  neighbourhood  is  furrounded.  The  inftruments 
are  on  the  ground  floor  ;  they  are  contained  in  feveral  apartments,  are  few  in  number, 
and  none  any  wife  notable ;  a  fourth  apartment,  which  is  very  fmall,  holds  a  library 
analogous  to  the  inftitution  but  of  no  great  extent.  Wintry  nights  are  the  befl:  for  ob- 
fervation,  the  flcy  being  feldom  free  from  clouds  at  any  other  time  ;  the  excefllve  cold 
however  is  an  obftacle  which  frequently  impedes  the  neceflary  attention  to  obfervations, 
on  account  of  there  being  no  fire  allowed.  There  are  no  funds  attached  to  the  obfer- 
vatory ;  it  participates  (as  forming  part  of  the  acadeniy)  in  the  produce  of  the  fale  of 
almanacks;  theprofefibr  had  not  afingleftudent. 
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ExtrnSl  of  the  Meteorological  Ohfervatlons  make  at  Stockholm,  according  to  the  ThemmnS' 
ters  of  Celfnis  and  Rcaianitr.  The  JJrJi  marks  nothing  at  the  freezing  Point,  and  loo'^ 
at  that  of  boiling  Water  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  5°  of  Celftus  make  4°  of  Reaumur. 


The  greatefl  Cold  and  Heat  from  177 

0  to  1790*. 

Degrees  of  cold,    j 

Degrees  of  heat. 

Years 

Dates 

Dates. 

Celfius. 

Reaumur. 

Celfius 

Reaumur. 

1770 

16  March, 

23 

i8f 

9  Aug. 

27 

21^ 

1771 

7  Feb. 

21 

,6i 

7  June, 

27 

211 

1772 

14  Feb. 

26 

20^ 

30  July, 

23 

22| 

>773 

3  Feb. 

16 

'«^ 

22  July, 

29 

231 

«774 

17  Jan. 

23 

i8f 

i8  June, 

28 

22"- 

177.'; 

25  Jan. 

19 

J.5I 

7  Aug. 

29 

23', 

1776 

27  Jan. 

22 

17; 

27  July, 

31 

241 

1777 

20  Feb. 

20 

16 

28  May, 

27 

21? 

1778 

26  Jan. 

19 

.       155 

22  July, 

29 

23t 

1779 

22  Jan. 

10 

8 

10  Aug. 

28 

22.J 

1780 

12  Jan. 

19 

151 

23  July, 

27 

2'i 

1781 

24  Jan. 

18 

H^ 

12  Aug 

31 

2+. 

1782 

15  Feb. 

n 

18^ 

27  July, 

24 

•9^ 

1783 

19  Jan. 

'9 

151 

30  July, 

31 

24-^ 

1784. 

^0  Jan. 

23 

18? 

9  July' 

29 

23? 

1785 

1-]  Feb. 

27 

2.4 

I  July, 

27 

21^ 

1786 

5  March, 

22 

»7' 

22  June, 

29 

23? 

1757 

27  Jan. 

II 

0^ 

14  June, 

25 

20 

1788 

3  March,       23 

18^ 

'5  July. 

29 

23; 

1789 

12  Jan.             24 

'9! 

15  June, 

30 

24 

1790I    5  March,  1      11 

84 

1  30  July, 

23 

l8.| 

The  greateft  variations  of  the  barometer  take  place  in  the  four  firfl  and  four  lafl 
months  of  the  year:  they  are  between  24''  20'  and  26''  46':  the  fcale  of  the  barome- 
ter beincf  divided  into  digits  and  hundredth  parts.  It  muft  however  be  remarked  that 
thefe  digits  are  fuch  as  are  ufed  by  the  engineers  and  geometricians,  and  of  which  the 
Sweedilh  foot  contains  ten  j  workmen  divide  the  fajjie  foot  into  twelve  digits. 

The 

*  Note  of  tranflation.  The  fcale  of  Celfius  is  in  ufe  in  Sweden,  partly  m  Denmark,  and  in  fome  other 
countries  of  the  north  ;  that  of  Reaumur  in  France  and  many  parts  of  the  continent.  As  in  England  the 
fcale  of  Fahrenheit  is  principally  in  ufe,  its  correfpondence  with  that  of  Celfius  is  given  below. 

The  freezing  point  of  Celfius  is  0°,  and  that  of  boiling  water  100-  ;  as  therefore  the  freezing  point  of 
Fahrenheit  is  32°,  and  that  of  boiling  water  2  12°,  making  a  difference  of  180" ;  it  follows  that  the  degrees 
of  Fahrenheit's  fcale  will  be  in  addition  or  fubtraftion  from  32",  as  180°  to  ico',  or  as  9  to  5  j  upon  which 
computation  the  fubjoined  fcale  is  calculated. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees  of  cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees  of  heat. 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Celfiui 

Fahrenheit. 

.770 
1771 
1772 
177.' 
1774 
«775 

16  March, 
7  Feb. 

14  Feb. 
3  Feb. 

17  Jan. 
25  Jan. 

23 
21 

26 
16 

23 
'9 

(.y-  below  0 

5^  below  0 

I4y  below  0 

9j  below  0 
2  \  below  0 

9  Ang. 

7  Jun*:- 
30  July. 
22  July, 
iS  June, 

7  Aug. 

27 
27 

28 

-9 
28 
29 

8oi 
80 1 

84; 

Table 
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The  fame  obfervations  made  at  Upfal  has  given  the  following  refult. 

VeaiSt 

Dates 

Degi  ces  0 

Fcold. 

Dates. 

Degrees  of  heat. 

Celfius. 

Reaumur 

Fahrenheit. 

ClIIIus. 

Reaumur. 

Falirtnheit. 

1774 

17  Jan. 

•5° 

12° 

5' 

1.5  J«"f. 

2  b'' 

2  2^ 

82^° 

1775 

25  Jan. 

26 

20^ 

14°^  below  0 

7  Aug. 

3''- 

25: 

^9^ 

1776 

27   Ian. 

21 

i6t 

5  1  below  o- 

8  July, 

^'^ 

251 

8S| 

•  777 

19  Feb. 

27 

21? 

16  1  below  0 

28  May, 

28I 

22f 

835 

1778 

26  Jan. 

23 

i8f 

9  ^  below  0 

22  July, 

3» 

24t 

«74 

1779 

22  Jan. 

14! 

III 

6- 

zl  July, 

28 

22^ 

82 1 

1780 

S  Feb. 

^r, 

20 

13      below  0 

4  Aug. 

28 

22! 

82? 

1781 

25  Jan- 

26J 

2>l 

15  i  below  0 

7  Aug. 

33 

26f 

9'^ 

1782 

15  Feb. 

27? 

22 

1 7  i  below  0 

20  June, 

25* 

2b| 

77t'o- 

178^ 

29  Dec. 

22 

17? 

7  -}  below  d 

20  July, 

30 

24 

86 

1784 

4  Jan- 

ni 

20| 

13  i  below  0 

4  June, 

28 

22, 

82} 

2785 

27  Feb. 

27 

2. A 

16  -J  below  0 

25  June, 

25 

20 

77 

1786 

7  J't'i- 

24 

^9^ 

1 1  1  below  0 

22  June, 

29 

23' 

«4| 

1787 

27  Jan. 

'5 

12 

5° 

12  June, 

26 

'     20^ 

78t 

1788 

1  7  Dec. 

26 

20+ 

14  f  below  0 

22  June, 

30 

24 

86 

1789 

12  Jan. 

28* 

22-^ 

1 9  1  below  0 

8  July, 

29 

235^ 

«4; 

i"9o 

18  Dec. 

22  J 

18 

8  i  below  0 

30  July, 

26i 

i6>- 

79/^ 

The  mean  height  of  the  thernnoraeter  for  the  whole  year  at 

iUpfal,  is  nearly  +  5I ;  it  va- 

ries  between  + 

7,  26  and  4,  43  *. 

Academy  of  belles  letires,  hiyiory,  and  antiquities.  From  its  title  this  academy  ought  to 
have  full  employment ;  it  is  however  far  from  being  much  occupied,  if  report  fpeak 
true  ;  it  corrcfponds  with  our  academy  of  infcriptions,  to  which  it  may  be  compared, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  in  our  opinion  we  have  the  advantage  in  the  number  of 
good  works  (refpeft  being  had  to  proportion)  which  have  been  publilhed  by  the_two 
locieties. 


Table — con  t  in  ued. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees  of  cold.      | 

Dates. 

Degrees  ot  heat.    | 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Cellius. 

Fahrenheit. 

1776 

27  Jan. 

22 

7|  below  0 

27  Juiy> 

3' 

m 

"777 

:-o  Feb. 

20 

4    below  0 

28  May, 

27 

80  i 

1778 

26  Jan. 

>9 

2  \  below  0 

2  2  July, 

29 

84J 

1779 

22  Jan. 

10 

1 4" 

10  Aug. 

28 

82} 

1780 

12  Jan. 

19 

2  \  below  0 

23  July, 

27 

Sol 

1781 

24  Jan. 

la 

"  below  0 

12  Aug. 

31 

m 

1782 

15  Feb, 

23 

()\  below  0 

27  July, 

24 

751 

'7^3 

19  Jan. 

'9 

2;  below  0 

^0  July, 

3' 

87  J 

1784 

30  Jan. 

23 

9^  below  0 

9  J"'y> 

29 

H\     ' 

1785 

;7  Feb. 

27 

16^  below  0 

I  July, 

27 

80J. 

2786 

5  March, 

22 

7}  below  0 

22  June, 

29 

H\ 

,787 

ij  Jan. 

II 

12' 

14  June, 

25 

77 

178S 

3  March, 

23 

9^  below  0 

15  J^'iy. 

29 

84I 

1789 

12  Jan, 

24 

1 1  i  below  0 

15  June, 

3° 

86 

1790 

5  March, 

II 

'2'f 

50  July, 

23 

731 

•  Correfponding  to  9x5° of  Fahrenheit  for  the  mean  heat,  and  13°  and  8"  for  the  extreme  variations  in 
different  years. 
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The  Academy  of  eighteen.  This  was  founded  by  the  late  King  in  1786,  on  the  model 
of  the  French  academy  :  it  has  frequent  meetings  in  the  great  hall  of  the  exchange  ; 
the  King  is  generally  prefent,  and,  notwitftanding  vifible  to  all,  is  confidered  to  be  in  a 
clofe  box.  Thefe  aflemblies  are  badly  attended,  at  leafl:  fuch  was  the  cafe  the  day  on 
which  we  were  prefent,  although  the  King  was  there,  and  it  was  his  birth-day  :  a  poeti- 
cal work  received  a  crown.  This  academy  is  compofed  as  all  academies  fhould  be,  not 
a  member  but  is  a  man  of  fenfe  and  intelligence. 

The  King's  library  is  at  the  caflle,  in  an  angle  of  the  fmall  court  which  forms  a  ter- 
race towards  the  river ;  it  is  open  to  the  public,  and  confifts  of  three  galleries  of  tolera- 
ble length.  Its  fituation  will  doubtlefs  be  changed,  as  it  is  not  that  defigned  by  the 
King  for  this  colledion  ;  it  contains  po  more  than  about  five  hundred  manufcripts,  and 
twenty  thoufand  volumes.  The  moft  valuable  manufcripts  are,  Codex  Evangeliorum, 
bought  at  Madrid  in  1690,  and  efteemed  a  work  of  the  ninth  century  ;  it  is  generally 
called  Codex  aureus,  on  account  of  the  number  of  golden  letters  it  contains ;  the  leaves 
are  alternately  purple,  with  gold  letters,  and  white  ;  the  capital  letters  are  all  of  them 
black.  This  manufcript  was  bought  by  Sparwenfeld,  a  Swede,  who  travelled  by  order 
of  Charles  XI. :  he  journied  as  far  as  Africa  in  fearch  of  monuments  which  might  elu- 
cidate the  hiftory  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  Two  other  very  curious  manufcripts  of 
which  we  Ihall  fpeak  at  large  at  the  clofe  of  this  article.  Of  the  books  the  mofl  valua- 
ble are,  the  Vulgate  ufed  by  Luther  ;  the  margin  and  every  part  which  could  be  writ- 
ten on,  covered  with  notes  in  his  own  hand  writing  ;  it  was  printed  at  Lyons  in  1521, 
and  taken  at  Wittenberg.  The  firft  edition  of  Homer,  printed  at  Florence  in  1488, 
in  good  prefervation,  the  margin  moft  beautiful  on  paper.  Speculum  humana  falvationis ^ 
with  figures  in  wood,  printed  on  one  fide  only.  Cicero  de  officiis,  on  vellum,  1466 
Mentz,  by  Fuft  and  Schoeffer.  The  fourth  volume  of  the  Jtlantica  of  Rudbeck,  as 
far  as  page  tv/o  hundred  and  ten,  the  reft  wanting,  1702  ;  this  volume  is  excefllvely 
rare,  the  work  being  burnt  in  the  printer's  hands  ;  at  moft  there  are  but  three  copies 
of  it  extant  (prefently  we  will  give  a  diifertation  on  this  work).  Liferi  Polygamia  tri-' 
umphatrix,  printed  at  Lund  in  1682,  and  publicly  burnt  at  Stockholm. 

By  the  fide  of  the  library  is  a  fmall  chamber,  in  which  are  thirteen  large  volumes  in 
folio,  containing  original  drawings  of  different  fchools,  clafled  ;  the  moft  ancient  are  of 
the  fchool  of  Florence,  by  Giotto,  born  in  1276  ;  of  that  of  Sienna,  the  adoration  of 
the  Kings,  in  biftre,  a  capital  defign  of  Balthazar  de  Siemia  ;  of  that  of  Bologna,  of 
Francis  Francia  ;  of  the  fchools  of  different  cities  of  Italy,  of  Francis  Morazzone  in  the 
iixteenth  century  ;  of  the  Genoefe  fchools,  the  Neapolitan,  and  Spanifti,  of  Luca  Can- 
giafi,  born  in  1527  ;  of  the  Flemifh,  German,  and  Dutch  fchools,  of  Albert  Durer  in 
1470,  and  Lucas  of  Ley  den  in  1494  ;  of  the  French  fchool,  of  Vouet,  bom  in  1522. 
Of  the  Roman  fchool  are  twenty-fix  pieces  by  Raphael,  fixteen  by  Giulio  Romano  ;  the 
Lombard,  fix  by  Corrcgio  ;  the  Bolognefe,  fifty-five  by  Anfiibal  Carracci,  ten  by  Lewis, 
thirty-two  by  Auguflin,  twenty-feven  by  the  Guido,  four  by  the  Dominicini,  thirty-fix 
by  Guercino. — Of  the  Venetian  fchool,  fixteen  by  Titian,  five  by  Tintoret,  and  twelve 
by  Paul  Veronefe.  —  Of  the  Spanifti  and  Neapolitan,  one  of  Salvator  Rofa,  three  of  So- 
limene,  one  of  Murillo.  Of  the  Flemifh  and  Dutch,  twenty-two  of  Rubens,  tvventy-one 
oi  Vandyke,  and  ten  of  Ttnicrs  :  there  is  none  of  Rembrandt's.  Of  the  French,  twenty- 
three  by  Le  Pouffm,  a  hundred  and  twenty-feven  of  Callot,  nine  of  Le  Sueur,  twenty  of 
Le  Brun,  feven  of  Le  Moyne.  The  whole  colleftion  confifts  of  three  thoufand  and 
twenty-five  pieces.  The  moft  ancient  drawing  made  in  Sweden,  in  1 63 1 ,  by  Philip 
Lembke,  is  of  the  number. 

We 
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We  promifed  to  fpeak  of  two  very  curious  manufcripts  :  thefe  the  librarian  had  the 
difcretion  to  prevent  our  feeing  ;  what  we  have  to  fay  of  them,  was  communicated  to 
us  by  the  Abbe  Abertrandi,  the  librarian  of  the  King  of  Poland,  whofe  knowledge  of 
bibliography  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  exaiSlitude  of  the  detail :  they  are  both  in 
Latin. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  manufcripts  is  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  fuch  in  fliort,  that  the  vel- 
lum on  which  it  is  written  can  have  been  made  of  nothing  but  afs's  fldn.  It  confifls 
of  forty  quires,  each  of  four  flieets  ;  the  two  leaves  being  of  a  fingle  fteet  make  eight 
leaves,  confequently  fixteen  pages,  and,  altogether  fix  hundred  and  forty. 

Nearly  two  leaves  are  wanting ;  the  hiftory  of  the  deluge  is  in  the  hrft  page.  The 
order  and  number  of  the  books  it  contains  are  as  follows.  The  fingularity  of  the  diftri- 
bution  appeared  to  us  fo  extraordinary,  as  induces  us  to  give  the  whole.  The  Penta- 
teuch.— Jofhua. — Judges.  —  Ruth. — Ifaiah. — Jeremiah. — Ezekiel. — Daniel,  thetwolajl 
chapters  cf  which  are  incliided. — The  twelve  Prophets, — The  book  of  Job. — The  four 
books  of  Kings. — The  book  of  Pfalms,  a  different  verfion  to  that  of  the  Vulgate. — Pro- 
verbs.— Ecclefiafticus. — The  two  Parallipomena. — The  book  of  Efdras,  which  includes 
the  two  of  the  Vulgate. — Tobit. — Judeth. — Efther. — The  two  books  of  the  Macca- 
bees.— Twenty  books  of  the  Hebrew  Antiquities  of  Jofephus.  This  tranflation  has 
many  paffages  which  differ  from  that  of  Gelenius,  and  contains  the  celebrated  paffage 
refpefting  Jefus  Chrift. — The  wars  of  the  Jews  by  the  fame  Jofephus  ;  this  tranflation 
exadly  correfponds  with  that  attributed  to  Rufiin.  To  this  fucceeds  Sandi  Ifidori  cpif- 
tola  ad  Bra?iUo7iem. — His  etimologia  libri  XX. — Ifagoga  Johannicu,  Johaniiis  AleKandrini 
difcipuli  tegni  Galieni  de phyficd  ratione. — 4  Evangelia. — A^a  Apoftoloriim. — Ep'iftoltzJa- 
cohi. — Petri  dua  epijlola. — D.  Johannis  tres  epijiolcz ;  in  the  firfl,  thus  runs  the  celebrated 
palTage  *  :  "  Etfpiritus  ejl  qui  tejiificatiir  quia  Cbrijlus  ejl  Veritas,  quia  tres  fimt  qui  tejii- 
moniim  dant,  Spiritus,  acqua,  elfanguis,  et  tres  iinumfunt." — Epijlola  beati  Judea. — ApO' 
calypfts. — Paidi  epijiola  ad  Romanos,  ad  Corinthios,  du^e  ad  Galatos,  ad  Eph^fios,  ad  Phi- 
Uppe?ifes,  ad  Thcffalonianfes  dua,  ad  Colocenfcs,  ad  Tijiiothaum  dua,  ad  Titum,  ad  Phile- 
monem,  ad  Laodicences  ;  it  is  well  known  this  laft  is  apocryphal. 

At  the  end  of  this  work  is  a  confefTion  in  red  letters  on  a  brown  ground ;  it  fpeaks 
of  an  infinity  of  abominable  fins,  without  detailing  the  number  or  circum fiances,  other 
than  the  following :  Peccavi  in  fornicatione  diverfd  cum  animaUhus  multis  exceptd  cane. 
Afterwards  follows  a  fuperftitious  exorcifm.  Cofma  Pragenfis  cbroriica  Bohemia  libri 
tres: — Monajierii  Brcmmivienfis,  et  in  Bramozu  Martinus  abbus  mifit  hunc  ccdicc?n  Pra- 
gam  verfus,  1594.  This  manuTcript  was  doubtlefs  taken  by  the  Swedes  at  Prague,  and 
comes  from  that  convent.  In  the  calendar  Sandus  Benedidus  is  written  in  large  letters, 
which  gives  reafon  to  conjedlure  that  the  convent  in  which  it  was  found  was  that  of  St. 
Benedifi:.  St.  Adalbert  is  marked  in  the  calendar,  but  St.  Staniflaus  is  not  there.  The 
vifitation,  the  commemoration  of  the  dead,  and  the  feflival  of  Corpus  Chrijli,  are  want- 
ing. Eafler  and  Whitfuntide  are  inferted,  it  therefore  mud:  be  f  poflerior  to  the  eflab- 
lifliment  of  the  moveable  feafls  in  1260  or  1264.  It  contains  moreover  the  fignatures 
of  a  number  of  princes  and  lords. 

The  fecond  manufcript  is  entitled  :  "  Magiflri  Johannis  Arderum  de  Stewark,  de  arte 
phyficali  et  de  chirurgia,  quus  ego  prsediftus  Johannis  fervente  (doubtful)  peftilentia, 
quce  fuit  anno  domini  millefimo  CCCXLIX.  ufque  annum  Domini  M.  CCCCXII.  mo- 

*  And  it  is  the  Spirit  that  bears  witncfs  that  Chrift  is  the  truth,   for  there  are  three  which  give  tedi- 
mony,  the  fpirit  , water,  and  blood,  and  the  three  are  one, 
\  The  author  appears  to  have  put  pofterior  for  anterior. 

ram 


Reprefentations 
of  the  fick 
perfons. 


Account  of  their 
complaints  and 
remedies. 


4-8  FORTIa's    travels    in    SWEDEN. 

rem  (or  moram)  e^i  apud  Newerk  in  comitatu  Slothingui,  et  ibidem  qnamplures  dc 
infirmitatibus  fubfcriptis  curavi."  This  manufcrlpt  is  in  vellum  ;  it  is  rolled  up,  is  of 
great  length,  and  divided  into  columns  thus, 

Anatomical  Account  of  Figures. 

fif^ures,  &c.  for  difeafes. 

labours,  &c. 

By  the  fide  of  each  reprefentation  of  a  fick  peffon,  the  nature  of  the  malady  is  def- 
cribed,  with  the  remedy  afed.  Above  the  reprefentations  of  labours,  are  explanatory 
notes. 

In  the  number  of  complaints,  of  which  he  has  written  pretty  much  at  large,  few  are 
omitted.  One  is  mentioned,  rather  extraordinary  for  the  time  in  which  it  was  written, 
the  following  is  an  exafl:  copy  of  the  original  text :  Pro  morbo  qui  dicitur  chaiid  p'ffc, 
(the  adjective  in  the  mafculine  gender.)  The  author  thus  fpeaks  of  a  cure  that  he 
efi"efl:ed.  Ouidam  miles  nobilis  Ducis  Lancajtriiz  apud  Algezir  (/h  Hispanid),  Hijioria 
curata  a  Johanue  Ai'deriam  tortura  oris. 

Cabinet  of  natural  bijlory  ;  it  is  under  the  direction  of  M.  Engeftrceum,  before  whofe 
appointment  there  was  none  ;  he  is  a  profeflbr  of  chemiftry,  and  has  to  teach  gratis  four 
pupils  :  at  the  time  we  were  there  he  had  but  one,  which  tends  to  confirm  what  ha 
obferved  to  us,  that  chemiftry  and  mineralogy,  fciences  of  the  utmofl:  importance  to 
Sweden,  are  very  little  regarded.  This  cabinet  when,  we  faw  it,  was  not  yet  arranged: 
it  is  in  tlie  building  where  the  mint  is  kept,  the  edifice  is  new,  tolerably  fpacious,  and 
fituated  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  at  the  entrance  of  what  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  city  : 
the  portal  has  four  columns  funk  in  the  wall,  without  any  pedeftal;  they  are  too  large  for 
tlie  building,  and  fail  of  efl'e£t.  In  the  fame  building  is  the  magazine  of  poliflied  por- 
phyry and  granite  ;  the  former  from  the  quarries  of  Elfdel.  The  council  of  mines  alfo 
hold  their  fittings  here.  In  the  hall  are  the  portraits  of  Charles  XI.  the  founder,  and 
of  all  the  prefidents  of  that  department.  In  one  of  the  antichambers  are  a  number  of 
paintings  reprefenting  different  views  of  the  infide  of  Swedifli  mines :  the  artifl  has 
managed  the  fubject  extremely  well,  and  fo  as  to  have  a  very  fine  efFedt.  In  order  to 
obtain  a  felect  colledion  of  Swedifh  minerals,  you  have  but  to  addrefs  yourfelf  to  Mr. 
Engerltroeum,  if  the  fpecimens  be  fmall  the  price  is  four  fkillings  each,  if  large,  fixteea 
fsillings,  or  a  plotte.     A  thoufand  fpecimens  form  a  very  handfome  coUeftion. 

Cabinet  of  Models.  This  is  adjoining  the  church  of  Ridderholm,  in  the  former  palace 
of  the  King,  a  place  which  now  ferves  for  a  court  of  juflice.  This  cabinet  confifls  of  a 
fpacious  hall,  in  which  are  ranged  the  models  of  various  inventions,  of  greater  or  lefs 
antiquity,  and  of  improvements  to  different  previous  difcoveries  :  among  the  oeconomi- 
cal  models,  you  fee  mills,  machines  for  fowing  grain,  threfhing,  cutting  ftraw,  &c. 
There  are  hydraulic  engines,  furnaces  ufed  in  the  mines,  plans  of  the  manner  the  pumps 
are  acted  upon,  and  the  mineral  drawn  up.  Models  of  light-houfes  for  the  fecuriiy  of 
navigation.  An  arm  chair,  in  which  you  may  readily  wheel  yourfelf  about.  A  ma- 
chine which  points  out  the  range  of  a  fhot  or  bomb  when  fired  from  gun  or  mortar, 
and  many  others  too  tedious  to  enumerate,  but  which  mei"it  obfervation.  Many  pieces 
are  the  invention  of  the  famous  engineer  Polhcim,  and  a  fiill  greater  number  by  M. 
Norberg,  father  of  the  prefent  direftor,  who  has  travelled  a  great  deal  in  Rufiia,  par- 
ticularly ifi  Siberia,  and  is  confidered  as  very  well  informed  in  whatever  regards  me- 
chanics.    You  pay  24  fkillings  to  the  porter  on  admittance  to  the  cabinet. 

Gymnafia.  Gymnafia  are  efl.ablifhed  in  almofl  all  the  provinces,  and  are  general  in 
the  capital.      Young  people  in  thefe,  ftudy  an  abridgement  of  the  thaological  works 
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of  Benzelius,  and  to  learn  latin,  explain  Virgil,  Titus  Livy,  QuintusCurtius,  and  Sallull:. 
The  infpe<ftion  of  the  gymnafia,  and  other  fubaltern  fchools,  is  the  province  of  the 
bifliops.  The  progrefs  of  the  fcholars  depends  very  much  on  the  attention  paid  to  their 
charge  by  thefe  ecclefialtics :  proofs  of  which  we  faw.  The  courfe  of  ftudy  in  thefe 
gymnafia  was  appointed  by  Frederic  the  Firfl:  in  1 724  ;  thole  perfons  called  profeflbrs  ia 
univerfiiies,  are  here  called  readers  ;  each  gyninafiuin  has  leven  or  eight,  they  are  paid 
from  the  corn  which  the  King  receives  out  of  the  tythes  paid  by  the  farmer,  of  which 
tythes  two  thirds  belong  to  the  King,  the  remaining  third  to  the  rector. 

Public  Schools.  Each  parilli  church  has  its  public  fchool  :  the  SwediHi  fchools  are 
fubjed  to  particular  infpeftion,  divided  by  diocefes,  and  are  independent  one  of  the 
other.  The  German  fchool  at  Stockholm  is  under  the  infpeftion  of  two  German  paf- 
tors  ;  in  thefe  are  taught  religion,  geography,  the  Grecian  and  Roman  hiflory,  and  the 
French  language.  One  general  law  regulates  the  whole  of  the  Swedilli  fchools  with 
regard  to  inltruction  ;  the  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  the  education  of  the  pupils  is  pre- 
fcribed,  and  the  falary  to  be  paid  is  eitablifhed,  although  it  varies  according  to  the  de- 
fcription  of  fchools.  Scholars  are  admitted  at  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  and  remain 
until  eighteen  or  nineteen.  The  young  people  generally'go  from  thefe  to  college,  and 
particularly  to  the  univerfity  of  Upfal ;  rarely  finifiiing  their  lludies  at  fchool.  The 
current  charge  of  education  is  from  one  to  two  rix-doUars  per  quarter:  families  in 
eafy  circumifances,  inftead  of  paying  any  rate,  make  prefeuts  to  the  prc^feffors  or  in- 
fpe^tors. 

Academy  of  Painting.  This  was  founded  by  Count  Teflin  ;  the  dire<51:or  goes  out 
every  three  years,  and  is  nominated  by  the  members  of  the  academy.  It  has  four  pro- 
fefTors,  each  of  whom  afts  during  his  quarter,  and  receives,  during  this  fervice,  100  liv. 
monthly.  The  profeflbrs  in  1 79 1  were  MeiTrs.  Mafrelier,  Sergell,  Guilbert,  and  Pafch. 
The  regulations  of  this  academy  are  modelled  pretty  clofely  after  thofe  of  Paris ;  the 
diftribution  of  prizes  is  after  the  fame  manner  precifely.  It  is  a  gratuitous  fchool,  the 
pupils  providing  themfelves  only  with  crayons  and  paper;  the  King  gives  12,000  livres 
annually  to  this  elfablifhment  ;  the  houfe  was  left  as  a  legacy  by  Mr.  Meyer,  the  fame^ 
who  calt  the  Itatues  of  Guflavus  Vafa,  and  Guftavus  Adolphus.  The  latter  was  lb 
badly  call,  that  it  would  poflibly  have  been  cheaper  to  have  re-founded  it,  fo  much 
chipping  did  it  require.  The  academy  has  a  moff  beautiful  colledion  of  models  from 
the  antique  in  plainer,  prefented  to  Charles  XI.  by  Lewis  XIV.,  and  part  of  the  bas- 
reliefs  of  Trajan's  column,  which  were  modeled  entire  by  order  ot  the  King  of  France. 
During  our  flay,  there  was  an  exhibition  of  paintings ;  among  them  were  eight  or  ten 
portraits  by  Breda,  the  chief  merit  of  which  were  their  refemblance.  Except  thefe, 
there  was  not  one  picture  worthy  of  notice.  There  were  many  architectural  pieces  of 
defigns  and  ifudies  of  the  pupils,  and  a  handfome  picture  in  embroidery,  repreienting  a 
naval  engagement,  an  aftonifliing  performance 

Certain  amateurs  at  Stockholm  have  founded  an  Academy  of  Mufick  ;  for  fome  years 
it  has  fuflained  itfelf,  which  is  as  much  as  can  be  Add.  During  part  of  the  winter 
months,  it  gives  a  concert  once  a  week  at  the  exchange  hall. 

Patriotic  Society.  This  was  founded  by  individuals,  and  is  occupied  in  oeconomical 
matters  alone.  The  acting  fecretary  in  1791,  was  Mr.  Fifcherltroeum ;  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a  large  oeconomical  dictionary,  three  volumes  of  which  had  made  their  ap. 
pearance.  The  tranfa£tions  of  this  fociety  fill  feveral  volumes  in  8vo.  in  the  Swedilh 
language ;  the  number  of  its  members  is  unreftricled ;  the  fociety  augmenting  it  at 
pleafure.  Its  revenue  is  derived  from  the  annual  contributions  of  its  members  ;  each 
upon  his  admiffion  fpecifying  the  fum  he  can  afford.  The  numbex*  is  pretty  coofider- 
voL.  VI.  3  G  able. 
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able    as  the  fociety  has  eftabliflied  a  correfpondence  with  many  provinces  of  the  kbg- 
dom'.     It  dillributes  prizes  annually  among  hulbandmen  and  fervants. 

We  deem  this  a  proper  place  lor  the  infertion  of  the  following  diflertation  on  the  Au 
lar.tUa  of  Rudbeck,  a  work  but  little  knowa  out  of  the  fphere  of  the  learned— 

01.  Rtidbeckii  Atlanlica,  Pars  l—lY.—UpfaHa,  1675—1702,  folio. 

Olf  Rudbecks  Atland  INIer  Manhcim  etc.  Olavii  Rudbeckli  Atlantica  five  Manheim, 
vera'Japheti  polferorum  fcdes  ac  patria,  ex  qua  non  tantum  monarch?;  et  reges  ad  totum 
fere  orbem  reliquum  regendum  ac  domandum  IHrpefque  fuas  in  eo  condendas,  fed  etiam 
Scythje,  Barbari,  Afs,  Gigantes,  Gothi,  Phryges,  Trojani,  Amazones,  Thraces,  Li- 
byes,  Mauri,  Tufci,  Galli,  Cimbri,  Cimmerii,  Saxones,  Germani,  Suevi,  Longobar- 
di  Vandali,  Heruli,  Gepidte,  Teutones,  Angli,  Piftores,  Dani,  Sicambri,  aliique  vir- 
tme  clari  et  celebres  poputi  olim  exierunt.  Upfalas.  excudit  Henricus  Curio,  S.  R.  M. 
et  Academice  Upfal.  Bibiiopola.  A.  1675,  in  folio,  pp.  891,  exclufve  of  the  dedication 
ami  treface  in  three  pages.  _ 

01  f  Rudbecks.  Atlands  eller  Manheims  andra  deel.  he.  Olavi  Rudbeckii  Athntkss 
five  Maheimii  parsfccunda,  in  qua  folis  lunas,  ac  terrte  cultus  defcribitur,  omnifque  adeo 
fuperltitionis  huiufce  origo  parti  Sueonite  feptentrionali,  terree  puta  cimmeriorum  vindi- 
catur  ex  qua  deinceps  in  orbem  reliquum  divulgata  eft :  idque  fcriptorum  non  tantum 
dome'fticorum,  fed  etiam  externorum,  maxime  vero  veterum  atque  dotl:iffimarum  fabu- 
larum  fide,  quarum  explicatio  genuina  nufquam  ante  banc  noftram  in  lucem  prodiit. 
Accedunt  demonftrationes  certiffiniEe  quae  feptentrionales  noftros  in  maxime  genuinuin 
folis  ac  lunee  motum,  indeque  pendentem  accuratiffimam  temporum  rationem,  raulto 
et  priias  et  felicius,  quam  gentem  aliam  uUam  olim  penetrafle,  ac  etiam  aiia  multa  ad 
banc  ufque  diem  incognita  declarant.  Upfalee  excudit  Henricus  curio  S.  R.  M.  et  Acad. 
Upfal.  Bibiiopola.  anno  1689,  in  folio.  pp~  672,  without  the  preliminary  matter. 

Olf  Rudbecks.  Atlands  eller  Manheims  tridie  Deel  &c.  Olavii  Rudbeckii  Atlantica;  feu 
Manheimii  pars  tertia,  in  qua  vetuftifFima  majorum  noftrorum  Atlantidum  lapidibus,  fago 
atque  cortici  Runas  fuas  incidendi  ratio,  una  cum  tempore  quo  ilia  primum  coeperit, 
exponitur.  Deinde  aurei  numeri  fingulis  annis  tributi,  et  fignorum  cceleftium,  quas 
hinc  ad  Grzecos  et  Latinos  funt  tranflata,  vera  origo  ac  fignificatio  traditur.  Turn  fex 
illae  a  diluvio  Noachi  proxiniEC  eetates,  atque  in  illis  prima  Atlantidum  noftrorum  reipub- 
lic£e  forma  defcribuntur  ;  qute  migrationes  et  bella  fub  Boreo  feu  Saturno  ejufque  filio 
Thoro  feu  Jove  gefta  funt  recenfentur :  et  denique  Scytharum,  Phoenicum,  et  Amazo- 
num  hie  ducibus  in  Indo.— Scythiam  et  Phceniciam  feu  Paleftinam  a  Sueonia  fad?e  ex- 
peditiones  enarrantur.  Quibus  omnibus  Mythologias  per  plures,  quarum  fenfus  in  hunc 
ufque  diem  incognitus  heic  demum  deleftus  prodit,  jucundae  fan^e  et  perquam  utiles  ad- 

iunguntur.  •    o      l       1 

"  Photius  ex  oraticne  Diogenis  in  quemdam  Cappadocem  :  non  venit  Scytha  telo  vedus 
'per  Iftrum  aut  Tanaim,  fed  in  univerfam  terramet  mare." 

Upfalae,  Typis  et  impenfis  autoris.  Anno  MDCXCVIIL  (1698)  in  folio,  pp.  762, 
txclufroe  of  preliminary  matter. 

Olf  Rudbecks  Atlands  eller  Manheims,  fierde  del.  Olavi  Rudbeckii  Atlanticse  feu 
Maheimii,  pars  quarta,  (Upfalae  typis  et  impenfis  autoris,  1702,)  in  folio,  pp.  210. 

Johan.  Mollcri  ad  Succiam  litteratam  Js  Schefferi  Hypomnemata,  page  415.  Bibliotheca 
hijiorica  Struvio-Buderiana  2d  book,  page  1 602.  Lenglet  du  Frefnoy,  catalogue  des  princi- 
paux  hiftoriens,  methode,  &c.  Paris  1735,  in  quarto,  torn.  4,  pp,  285.  Niceron,  me- 
moires,  torn.  31,  p.  159.     S.  J.  Baumgar ten's  Nachrichtcn  von  Mcrkviir  digen  Buehern, 
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^  Band,  Halle,  1752,  in  Svo.  p/).  98.  Jo  Vogt,  cataL  libror.  varior,  p.  589.  Job.  Ihrc. 
diffcrt.  duo  de  caiifis  rantatis  librorum.  Up/a/,  1743,  in  ^lo.  pnge  19,  20.  Dan.  Gcrdes 
Fhrilegium  libror.  -carior.  Groninga;,  1747.,  in  Svo.  p.  313.  Bibliotb.  Uffenbacb.  wiiverf. 
libri  2,  pp.  478.  Bibliotheca  Sele6lijft7na.,  (Jo.Theod.  de  Schoenberg)  Anift.  1743,  in  Svo. 
liber,  i.  p.  S8.  lib.  2,  p.  584.  Bibliotb.  BrcUcnaviana  Lubcca,  1  747,111  ifX-obook  2,  p.  427. 
Catal.  bibliotb.  Voogiana.  Drefden,  1755,  in  Svo.  p.  465  and  597.  Bibliotb.  Jjd.  Riid. 
Solger,  p.  I.  Norimb.  1760,  in  Svo.  p.  130.  Catal.  libror.  Comitis  Caroli  Ehrenpreus 
Holm,  1 76  r ,  in  Svo.  p.  1 1 . 

I  have  aftuaily  before  nie  two  copies  of  the Jirji  book  of  the  Atlantica  of  Rudbeck, 
one  of  which  is  dated  1675,  the  other  1679,  in  vain  have  I  turned  over  the  leaves  from 
beginning  to  end  ;  I  have  been  unable  to  diftinguifli  any  difference  except  that  at  the 
bottom  of  the  title  page  of  the  copy  dated  1679,  the  followh)g  is  printed  :  Editio  fecun- 
da,  multis  in  locis  emendata  et  avita.  Accedunt  judicia  et  variorum  doctorum  infigni- 
um  :  in  every  thing  elfe  the  two  copies  perfedlly  refemble,  correfponding  with  each 
other,  page  by  page,  and  line  by  line,  as  well  in  the  Swediih  language,  as  in  the  Latin 
verfion  ;  nor  is  there  any  addition,  corrections,  or  opinions  of  learned  men.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  the  cafe  as  aflerted  by  Struve,  and  after  him  by  Vogt,  that  nothing  but  the 
title  page  has  been  renewed,  firft  in  1679,  and  afterwards  in  1684.  I  have  not,  indeed, 
hitherto  feen  any  copy  bearing  the  latter  date,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  feen  one 
in  which  the  year  of  its  being  printed  was  entirely  omitted.  Poffibly  thefe  copies  might 
have  been  intended  particularly  for  foreign  countries. 

However  that  may  be,  for  certainly  it  was  in  contemplation  in  forae  part  of  Germany, 
to  reprmt  xhefrji  volume.  This  impreffion,  however,  is  unknown  in  Sweden,  where 
I  was  unable  to  ferret  out  any  more  than  a  fingle  copy.  It  was  in  the  poflfelfion  of  Mr. 
Baumgarten,  who  informed  me  that  it  contained  the  Latin  verfion  only,  and  that  efpecial 
care  had  been  taken  to  indicate  in  the  margin,  the  pages  of  the  original  edition. 

The  dedication  at  the  head  of  this  volume  is  addreffed  to  Olaus  Verilitis,  a  celebrated 
antiquary,  and  particular  friend  of  the  author.  Rudbeck  in  this  explains  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  undertake  this  work,  and  annex  a  Latin  verfion,  the  labour  of 
which,  he  allows,  was  participated  by  one  of  his  friends.  In  Joacb  F.  Felleri,  Otium 
Uanoverianum,  Lips.  1718,  Svo,  p.  146. ;  the  illuftrious  Leibnitz  is  ftated  to  have  faid^ 
'■'■  Rudbeckim  curabat  per  Schefferum  fua  omnia  verti  latine,  non  enim  libenter  hac  lingua 
fcribebat,  Gerriianica  libentius."  I  know  not  from  whom  Leibnitz  received  this  anecdote^ 
but  it  appears  to  me  a  bold  charge ;  for  however  poorly  informed  on  fubjecis  of  litera- 
ture, it  is  known  to  the  mereft  novice,  that  Rudbeck  and  Verelius  were  far  from  beingon 
friendly  terms  with  Scheffer  :  moreover,  fliould  SchefFer  have  acceded  to  the  requeft  of 
Rudbeck,  totranflate  his  Atlantica  into  Latin,  itwould  havebeenimpofliblehe  could  have 
given  more  than  the  firfl:  volume,  as  he  died  the  26th  April,  1679.  On  my  part  I  fhould 
more  willingly  credit  with  the  farho'us  Eric  Benzelius,  that  Profeffor  Andrew  Norcopenfisy 
fmce  known  by  the  name  of  Noordenbielm,  was  the  translator  at  leafl  of  the  firff  volume, 
the  fucceeding  one  being  attributable  to  another  friend  of  Rudbeck's,  that  is  to  fay, 
Peter  Sedan,  mentioned  by  M.  Celfius,  Hiftor,  biblioth.  Upfal,  p.  i\6. 

Bayle  and  Tentzel  have  given  extrafts  from  this  volume  ;  the  former  in  the  Nouveller 
dc  la  Repiiblique  de  Lettres,  Jan.  et  Feb.  1685  ;  the  latter  in  Monalt.  iinterredungen,  Feb. 
and  March,  1 690. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  that  feveral  geographical  and  chronological  charts  belong  to  this 
volume,  with  feveral  engnivings  from  wood.  As  both  one  and  the  other  are  of  much- 
larger  fize  than  the  book,  they  are  bound  up  by  themfelves,  and  form  a  feparate 
ijohtme. 
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The  fecond  book  of  the  Atlantica  was  publlfhed  in  1 689.  The  dedication  to  Charles 
XI.  and  the  preface  fill  feven  pages ;  at  the  end  of  the  book  four  pages  are  referved 
for  the  emendata,  as  well  of  the  firfl:  as  the  fecond  volume.  The  table  of  contents  for 
the  two  volumes  fills  thirty-fix  cyphered  pages. 

It  is  commonly  at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  volume,  that  the  opinions  of  different 
learned  men  on  this  work  of  Rudbeck  are  colleded.  In  the  copy  in  my  pofTeflion  it  fills 
thirty-eight  pages,  fifteen  of  thciu  in  fmall  type,  in  double  columns :  at  the  head  is  a 
fort  of  preface,  figned  H.  Z.  that  is  to  fay,  Heitrig,  an  officer  in  the  guards,  afterwards 
ennobled  under  the  name  of  Riddarfiiern,  a  man  well  verfed  in  the  hillory  and  antiqui- 
ties of  Sweden.  V P.  Salani  nota  ad  Egilli  et  Afmundi  hijloriam.  Upfal,  1693,  in  410. 
p.   160. 

This  colle£lion  was  alfo  printed  feparately,  at  Frankfort,  in  folio,  in  1692,  under  the 
following  title:  "  Judicia  et  teHimonia  illuftrium  atque  clariflimorum  virorum  de  cele- 
berrimi  Sueonis  Olavi  Rudbeckii  (Senioris)  medicine  profeflbris  Upfalenfis  Atlantica, 
aliifque  incomparabilis  ingenii  Rudbeckiani  monumentis.  Recufa  Francoforti  juxta  ex- 
emplarUpfalenfe,  anno  MDCXCII."  (1692.)  .  .  .' 

As  the  advertifement  to  the  printer,  at  the  head  of  this  colleftion,  contains  fome  lite- 
rary particularities,  I  fhall  copy  the  whole  of  it ;  it  is  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  Admonitiuncula  typographica  ad  lectorem  benevolum. 

ATLANTICJE  RUDBECKIANiE  tomus  i.  ediftus  eft  Upfal^e,  anno  1679,  in  folio- 
Suedice  et  Latine,  una  cum  peculiari  volumine  tabularum  geographicarum,  aliorumque 
curiofa^  antiquitatis  monumentorum.  Tomus  2  lucem  vidit  itidem  Upfalas,  anno  1 689,  in 
folio, infertis  figurarum  tabulis  in  ipfo  operis  contextu.  Quas  hie  fequunturjudiciadc  labore 
herculeo, ATLANTIC^  RES  TITUTjE  aliifque  clariilimlRudbeckii  mentis  in  rempub- 
licam  literariam  collatio,  per  amicum  quemdam  veritatis  in  gratiain  antiquarii  Adorphii  et 
aliorum  quorumdam  nobililTimi  Rudbeckiani  nominisoforumatqueobtreclatorum,  Upfa-» 
Ije  Sueonum  publicata  funt.  Prima  vice  anno  1681,  duabus  chartis,  in  folio.  Poftea  femel 
iterumque  novo  cum  auftorio  et  clafle  alia  teftimoniorum  de  folertiflimi  RuJbeckii  in- 
genio  atque  laborlbus  anatomicis,  botanicis,  phyficis,  mathematicis,  edita  funt  ibidem  non 
modo  feperatino,  fed  et  in  fronte  tomi  fecundi  ipfius  Atlantica;.  Tandem  elapfo  integro 
decennio  multo  auftiora  nunc  prodeunt,  et  oculis  benevolis  ledoris  fubjeda  vel  confenfuni 
ejufdera  defiderant  in  exornandis  magni  Rudbeckii  meritiflimis  elogiis,  vel  correflionen> 
expeftant  doftam  atque  candidam,  fi  forte  uno  vel  alio  loco  pras  magna  eftimatione  in 
tarn  longinquo  incertas  atque  fallacis  antiquitatis  itinere  aberraverint  audtoris  oculi.  Vale 
mi  le^or,  et  vitam  valetudinem  que  longam  Rudbeckio  noif  ro  precare,  ut  reliquos  Atlan- 
ticjE  tomos  atque  ftupendi  operis  botanici  magna  volumina,  quje  multis  jam  annis  ful> 
manibus  ejus  fudaverunt,  felici  aufpicio  in  publica  orbis  eruditi  commoda  edere  poflit 
antequam  pedem  cymbse  Charontis  intulerit  nunquam  nos  poftea  revifurus  elyfius  ille 
Atlas  hyperboreorum,   &c.  Makelos  Reipublicas  litterarise  ornamentum."      • 

Extrafts  from  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Atlantica,  are  to  be  feen  in  Tentzel.  Mo- 
nalt.  Unterred.  May  and  July,  1690.  and  in  L'HiJioire  des  ouvrage  des  favaris  par  Baf- 
nage,  Dec.  1690.  Theoph.  Sincenis,  otherwifeJ.  G.  Schwindelius,  reviewed  the  two  firft 
volumes.  Vochente.  Nachrichten  von  alten  md  raren  Buehern.  1747,  in  quarto,  p.  78, 
and  following. 

The  third  volume  of  the  Atlantica  was  not  publiflied  before  1 698  \  it  was  dedicated 
to  Charles  XIII.  The  dedication,  table  of  contents,  and  preface,  take  up  thirty-four 
pages.  The  authors  of  Nova  liter.  Maris  Balthici,  fummarily  point  out  the  contents  in 
their  journal  of  the  month  of  December,  1698,  and  in  the  Nachrichten  von  merk  viir- 
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illgeni  Buchern,  of  S.  J.  Baumgarten,  book  fi.  p.  318,  and  following  pages,  is  found  a 
fufficiently  ample  and  impartial  cxtrafl:  of  thefe  three  volumes. 

The  fourth  volume  of  the  work  of  Riidbeck  has  no  diftinguifhing  title  :  it  was  fet  to 
prefs  in  the  author's  own  printinghoufe,  but  fcarcely  was  the  third  fiieet  of  the  fecond 
alphabet  completed,   before  the  printing  office  and  all  its  contents  were  confumed,  ow- 
ing to  a  fire,  which  deftroyed  a  confiderable  part  of  the  city  of  Upfal,  in  the  month  of 
May,  1702.     Not  only  were  all  the  remaining  copies  of  the  third  volume  (of  which  but 
very  few  had  been  delivered)  burnt  in  this  conflagration,  but  alfo  the  different  fheets 
already  ftruck  off  of  the  fourth  volume,  together  with  the  manufcript  of  the  author.  Of 
the  fheets  printed,   three  or  four  copies  were  faved  according  to  fome,  according  to 
others,    five.       V.  Hajyib.  Beytraege,    '74i'  p-  458.     One  is  preferved  in  the  King's  li- 
brary, another  in  that  ot  Count  Ebrenpreus,  and  this  copy,  which  I  frequently  had  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing,  was  fold  in  1761, at  an  exorbitant  price,  to  Mr.  Rofenadler,  Counfel- 
lor  of  the  Chancery. 

The  curious,  in  order  to  render  this  work  as  complete  as  poffible,  caufe  it  to  be  co- 
pied  in  manui'cript.  Mr.  John  Thierri  de  Schoenberg,  a  Saxon  gentleman,  poflefled  a 
manufcript  copy  of  this  work  ;  in  the  Biblioth.  Selefljfftma,  Aniff,  1743,  in  8vo.  book  ii 
p.  584,  this  part  of  the  Atlantica  is  improperly  dated  to  be  inedita  eipreco-parata.  Ano- 
ther manufcript  copy  of  the  fame  fourth  book  is  quoted  in  the  Catalog,  biblioth.  PVoogiafice, 
p.  597.  Mr.  Boze  moreover  fliortly  before  his  death  had  farther  a  copy  fent  him  from 
Stockholm,  to  my  knowledge. 

Rudbeck  in  the  two  firfl;  chapters  of  this  fourth  volume,  treats  de  confenfu  facri  codicis 
et  Scriptorum  profanorum  in  rebus  ultima  antiquitatis  ;  in  the  third  chapter  he  treats  of 
matters  relative  to  the  1  Sooth  year  of  the  world  ;  and  in  the  fourth,  which  however  is 
not  complete,  de  lis  qua  Nachori  Tarachi  atque  Manni  et  qua  proximd  fequebatur  atate 
ad  A.  M.  1 900,  iUuJlriora  babentur.  He  has  added  to  this  a  chronological  and  geo- 
graphical illuftration  of  the  fyftem  he  endeavourg  to  cftablini. 

As  the  Atlantica  of  Rudbeck  was  difficult  to  be  met  with,  and  very  expenfive,  a 
bookfeller  of  Rotterdam,  named  Hofhout,  conceived  the  defign  of  publiffiing  anew  edi- 
tion of  the  Latin  alone,   fo  reducing  to  two  volumes,   the  three  of  which  he  had  any 
knowledge,  being  utterly  a  ftranger  to  the  fourth.     'J'he  profpeclus  he  publiflied  for  the 
annunciation  of  his  intention,  was  as  follows  :    "  Sciagraphia  Atlantic^  five  Manheimii 
Olavi  Rudbeckii  —  Duo  "volumina,  in  folio,  cum  tabulis  varii  generis,  ct  jiguris  innumeris  anti'  ■ 
quitatim  turn  Suevicam  turn  Gothicam  pcdaniibus.     Ut  et  conditiones  qua  elegantioris  huma- 
nitatis  ctdtoribus proponantur  et  adquas  de  7iovo  in  publicum prcdibit — Rotterdam,  'isfc.  1 726 
in  4to.  pp.  12.     }n  the  France  literaire  of  the  Berlin  edition,    1757,  '"  8vo.   p.  131 
this  proipeftus  is  attributed  to  M.  Cartier  de  St.  Philip,  who  probably  had  engaged  to  fu- 
perintend  the  edition,   and  corred  the  proofs.     This  projed  was  not  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. 

Of  the  fourth  volume  it  has  feveral  times  been  in  contemplation  to  give  a  new  edition. 
The  firft  perfon  who  projeded  this  was  the  author's  own  fon,   as  may  be  ken  in  the 
Ada  liter.  Suecije  1720,  p.  57,  and  by  a  letter  of  the  celebrated  Wolfius,  of  Hamburg, 
■written  the  14th  Odober  1722,  and  inferted  in  the  Thefaurus  epifiolicus  Lacrozianus 
b.  ii.  181,  and  following  pages.     It  appears  that  Uodor  Heubcl,  of  Kiel,  had  the  fame 
intention.    Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  fucceeded  any  more  than  the  printer  Salvius 
at  Stockholm,   who  attempted  the  fame  a  frefli  in  1743.     Some  years  afterwards  Mr. 
de  Wejlphalen,  Chancellor  of  the  court  of  Holfiein,  Gotterp,  determined  on  re-printing  ' 
thefe  (heefs,for  the  purpofe  of  enriching  one  of  the  volumes  of  his  grand  colledion,  en- 
titled 
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titled :  Monumenta  inedita  rerum  Germankarum,  &c. ;  but  whether  he  Ranged  his  mind, 
or  forae  other  caufe  prevented  him,  M.  de  Weftphalen  died  without  fulfilling  his  inten- 
tion, and  the  printed  flieets  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Atlantica  are  at  prefent  as  rare 
as  they  were  fixty  years  ago. 

Many^  learned  men,  principally  in  Germany  and  Denmark,  fuch  as  Prcefchius^  •Leib' 
7iit-z,  Tenlzcl,  Spoicr,  Locfchcr,  Kei/lcr,  Vachrcr,  Beyer,  Dit/unnr,  Mceu/kr,  Sperlingius^ 
and  others,  have  upbraided  Rudbeck  with  being  blinded  by  an  ill-founded  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  his  country,  and  attributing  to  Sweden  prerogatives  and  advantages  of  which 
it  was  never  in  poffeiTion.  Notwithftanding  this  cenfure,  many  of  thefe  gentlemen  have 
followed  his  fteps  and  profited  by  his  labours.  The  author  of  the  obfervation,  deincer- 
titudinc  hijiorkd,  which  was  inferted  in  the  additamenta  ad  ohfervationes  Hal'enfes,  book  ii. 
p.  156,  is  not  more  favourable  to  Rudbeck;  and  more  recently,  to  wit,  in  1745,  a 
counfellor  in  Pomerania,  of  the  name  of  Hoefcr,  formed  a  fimilar  defign  of  refuting  our 
antiquary,  and  fpecially  demonftrating  in  a  publication,  thatSall  which  the  learned  Swedi; 
alleges  in  favour  of  his  own  country,  is  only  fuitable  to  the  provinces  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  along  the  Ihoresof  the  Baltic.  I  am  ignorant  whether  this  book,  advertifed 
in  our  literary  news  as  ready  for  the  prefs,  has  ever  come  to  light;  but  I  am  perfuaded 
that  if  it  fhould  have  been  publifhed,  it  will  in  no  degree  have  injured  the  work  of  Rud- 
beck. The  celebrated  Sperlingius  has  gone  dill  farther,  and,  on  account  of  the  Atlaii- 
tka,  has  nearly  been  prompted  to  condemn  the  whole  Swedifli  nation,  as  may  be  feea 
by  reference  to  fome  of  his  letters  to  Gijh.  Cuper,  printed  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Jo. 
Pcleni  The/aiirits  novus  antiquHatum,  Venet.  ^"jyjt  in  folio. 

Two  celebrated  French  writers  have  examined  with  more  judgment  and  equity  the 
work  of  Mr.  Rudbeck.  The  firft,  Mr.  Freret,  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  In- 
fcriptions  and  Belles  Lettres,  fays  :  "  It  muft  be  allowed  that  Rudbeck  frequently  goes  too 
far  through  an  ambition  of  rendering  his  country  illuftrious ;  neverthelefs,  not  all  his 
conjectures  are  on  this  account  undeferving  ;  fome  of  them  are  certainly  ingenious,  and 
fome  far  from  improbable."  See  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  Academy  alluded  to, 
bookix.  p.  340,  of  the  Amfterdam  edition.  The  fecond  is  the  Abbe  Banier ;  he 
thinks  "  that  few  will  follow  the  fyftem  of  Rudbeck;  a  fyflem  which  after  all,  addetb 
he,  is  fo  flrongly  fupported  by  conjecture,  that  notwithllandingone  may  be  of  a  different 
way  of  thinking  from  the  author,  one  cannot  yet  refufe  him  the  honour  of  having  em- 
ployed  the  moft  profound  erudition  for  the  purpofe  of  glorifying  his  country."  This 
opinion  is  given  in  les  Melanges  d'Hi/loire  y  de  Literature,  by  Mr.  de  Vigneul  Marville, 
book  iii.  p.  5,  and  following  pages ;  Paris  edition,  17 25,  i  2mo. :  and  I  attribute  it  not 
to  Vigneul  Marville,  or  as  that  author  was  properly  called,  D,  Bonnaventure  d'Argonne, 
but  to  the  Abbe  Banier,  on  account  of  the  third  volume  of  les  Melanges  being  almoft 
■wholly  written  by  that  learned  man,  according  to  the  Abbe  d'Artigny,  Nouveaux  Me- 
moires  d'Hi/loire,  &c.  book  i.  p.  312. 

I  fhall  not  repeat  the  praife  which  the  Atlantica  of  Rudbeck  has  acquired  in  Sweden  ; 
let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  our  mod:  modern  hiftorians  have  given  it  attention.  Biceur- 
ner  is  of  opinion  .-  cuivis  diligenti  et  frugi  antiquario  omniiio  con-venire  dinrud  yioclurni-que 
•verfare  mantt  incomparabilis  hiijiis  viri  Atlanticam.  Mr.  IVi/de,  a  competent  judge, 
efteemed  it  highly,  notwithftanding  he  differed  from  him  occafionally,  particularly  vfith 
refpecl  to  ancient  geography.  M.  Dalin,  even  although  he  varies  ftill  more  than 
Mr.  Wilde  in  opinion  from  Rudbeck,  and  notv/ithftanding  he  follows  a  fyftem  of  chro- 
nology perfectly  oppofite,  yet  allows  that  he  throws  great  light  on  different  points  of  hif- 
tory  in  the  early  ages,  and  that  none  can  read  the  Atlantica  without  admiration  of  the 
profound  genius  of  the  author,  his  prodigious  learning,  and  keen  penetration, 
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Olaus  Rudbeck,  the  father.  Doctor  and  ProfeiTor  of  phyficin  the  univcrfity  of  Upfal, 
born  at  Wefteros  in  1630,  died  at  Upfal  the  7th  September  1702.  His  funeral  ora- 
tion was  read  by  John  Elterg,  ProfeiTor  of  theology,  and  printed  in  1703,  in  4to.  It 
is  to  be  feen  in  Chri/}.  Nettclbladt.  Memoria  vlrorum  in  Siiecia  cntditijjimorum  reciiviva 
Scnti-dccas,  IV.  Roftock,  1731,  in~8vo.,  p.  161 — 208.  Father  Niceron  has  made  ufe 
of  it  in  giving  the  life  of  our  Rudbeck,  Mcmoircs,  book  xxxi.  153.  and  following 
pages.  Being  a  foreigner,  Father  Niceron  has  committed  fome  errors,  which  require 
reftihcation. 

Fifty-one  years  after  the  death  of  Rudbeck,  a  fmall  medal  was  (Iruck  in  honor  of 
him,  on  one  fide  of  which  was  a  profile  of  that  learned  man,  encircled  with  rhisinfcrip- 
tion.:  Olaus  Rudbeck  Pater.  Prof.  Upfal. ;  and  o>j  the  other,  the  conftellation  of  the 
lefTer  bear,  with  thefe  words  :  Tot  Fulgent  Lumina  in  Uno.  On  the  exergue  is  written, 
VIVO  DECR.  HONORES  REDDITI  A°  MDCCLIII.  AB.  EXITV.  LI. 

This  article,  relating  to  one  of  the  rarefl  works  that  has  appeared  in  Sweden,  and  de- 
figned  for  the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Clement,  under  the  head  of 

RUDBECK,  (Olaus,)  the  father, 

was  compofed  by  Mr.  Charles  Guflavus  de  Varmholtz,  Aulic  Counfellor  of  His  Majefly 
the  King  of  Sweden,  the  greateft  bibliographer  that  ever  was  in  Sweden  ;  he  died  the 
28th  March  1785.  It  has  never  till  now  appeared  in  print ;  and  the  underfigned,  who 
is  In  pofTeffion  of  the  original  memoir,  has  the  honour  to  prefent  this  copy  to  Meflrs. 

B and  F ,  on  their  travels  in  the  North,  knowing  them  to  be  curious  re- 

fpe£ting  rare  editions.     Stockholm,  i8th  June  1791. 

(Signed.)         Charles  Gjoerwell,  librarian  to  His  Majefly. 

N.B.  It  is  plain  that  the  article  of  Mr.  de  Bure,  in  his  Bibliography,  No.  5578,  is 
not  corred,  any  more  than  that  of  Cailleau  in  his  Bibliographical  Dictionary,  p.  522, 
book  ii. 

Chap.  V. — Learned  Men. — Ar lifts. —Cabinets  of  Individuals. 

Mr.  LUDEKE\  paftor  of  the  German  chapel,  is  a  very  learned  man  ;  he  refided  a 
length  of  time  at  Conftantinople,  and  has  gathered  fome  valuable  information  refpeding 
Turkey :  he  has  publifhed  feveral  works  in  the  Swedifh  and  German  languages,  and 
poffeffes  fome  valuable  books.  Orationes  dominica,  Orationes  fenne  centum  :  BeroUno. 
(Berlin.)  Compofed  and  publifhed  by  the  poflefTor's  great  uncle.  Biblia  Malabarica, 
Tranquebar :  the  firfl  part  1 723,  the  fecond  1727  ;  the  interior  title  is  Biblia  Damulica. 
The  New  Teflament,  printed  alfo  at  Tranquebar  in  1715,  although  of  the  fame  fize  as 
the  Bible,  and  in  the  Malabar  language,  the  charadlers  are  of  a  larger  type  than  thofe 
of  the  Bible ;  the  whole  forms  three  volumes  in  410.  The  firfl  edition  of  tlie  Ne^iv 
Teftanwnt  m  the  T\xm\\h  tongue,  in  4to.  Stockholm,  1548.  Bible  Francaife,  in  folio  y 
Stockholm,  1642.  A  fine  manufcript  oi  the  Alcoran  on  vellum,  with  the  various  read- 
ings in  the  margin. 

Mr.  Swartz  is  the  direflor  of  the  King's  cabinet  of  natural  hifloi-y  at  Drotninghohn : 
although  very  young,  he  has  yet  travelled  a  great  deal,  and  has  added  confiderably  to 
the  knowledge  of  moffes,  which  has  been  his  principal  fludy  ;  he  poffeffes  the  moff  per- 
fed  ccUeftion  of  them  in  exiftence  :  he  has  publiflied  a  work  entitled.  Nova  genera  et 
fpecies  Plantarum,  feu  prodromus  defcriptionum  Vegetabilium,  in  maximam  partem  in- 
cognitorum,  quae  fub  itinera  in  Indiam  Occidentalem,  annis  1783 — 87,  divenit  OlafF 
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Swarlz:  M.  D.  Holmia:,  jyS8.  He  has  fpecified  more  than  three  liundred  forts  of 
lichen,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  only  are  defcribed  by  Linnscus.  A  fmall  num- 
ber is  peculiar  to  Sweden,  no  more  than  five  or  fix.  Vulpinus,  a  kind  of  mofs  found  in 
Pinland  :  the  country  people  make  ufe  of  it  to  poifon  wolves ;  it  is  found  in  Sweden 
alone,  and  yields  a  very  pretty  green  colour.  Tartarcus,^  mofs  which  theEnglini  for- 
merly purchafed  to  extrad  a  dye  :  a  manufactory  thereof  has  been  adualiy  eftabliflied 
at  Stockholm.  I/!ij>re/fus,  a  new  fpecies,  found  hitherto  no  where  but  in  Sweden,  gives 
a  red  colour.  Mr.  Vejiring,  a  dodor  of  phyfic  at  Norkoeuping  in  Oflrogothia,  has 
made  a  number  of  experiments  on  the  colouring  principles  of  mofs ;  he  is  ihortly  to 
give  a  differtation  on  the  refuit  of  his  refearches,  which  will  be  read  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences.  Already  from  different  jfiofles  the  following  colours  have  been  extraQed  ; 
yellow,  red,  and  green  of  different  fliades,  brown,  black,  and  violet.  Hitherto  none 
has  been  difcovered  that  have  given  blue,  which  appears  a  difficult  matter  to  find.  Mr. 
Swartz  imagines,  dyes  among  them  may  be  found  capable  of  vieing  in  brilliancy  with 
cochineal  ;  experiments  tried  on  filk  and  wool  have  fucceeded,  but  not  with  cotton. 
The  rat/giferinus,  Iff  ijlandiais  probofcidens  ferve  for  food.  The  Laplanders  eat  the  n<7/- 
giferimu  boiled  in  water  and  milk  ;  it  is  excellent  for  phthificky  coughs  and  confump- 
tion.  Mr.  Swartz  brought  with  him  from  the  Well  In  iies  more  than  a  thoufand  new 
plants,  the  defcription  of  which  may  be  feen  in  his  work ;  he  met  with  the  fame  kind 
of  mofs  in  Jamaica,  that  ferves  as  food  for  rein  deer,  which  is  rather  fingular. 

Mr.  Fredenheim,  knight  of  the  polar  ftar,  and  member  of  fevei-al  academies,  poffefles 
interefling  collections  of  manufcripts,  engravings,  &c  of  which  the  following  are  the 
mofl:  remarkable.  Among  his  manufcripts,  thofe  of  Baron  d* Adler  Salvius,  Swedifli 
amba/Tador  at  the  treaty  of  Welfphalia,  and  afterwards  fenator.  It  comprizes  minutes 
of  his  difpatches  and  other  writings,  even  of  feveral  articles  of  the  above  mentioned 
treaty  of  peace,  and  a  number  of  memorials  and  original  letters  addreffed  to  himfelf  or 
others  by  celebrated  charafters  of  pafl  times,  fuch  as  the  Emperor,  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
Queen  Chridina  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  a  number  of  learned  men,  and  particularly 
Swedilh  generals  and  minifters.  This  colledion  extends  from  the  year  1624  to  1652 
inclufive  ;  the  number  of  different  pieces  that  it  comprizes  is  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  feven.  The  owner  has  caufed  a  table  of  them  to  be  made  with  notes,  which  alone 
fills  a  large  folio.  The  pieces  already  publiffied  in  the  extrafts  given  to  the  world  re- 
lative to  this  peace,  are  carefully  noted.  Ihe  greater  part  of  thefe  are  not  among  his 
coUeftion  ;  this  includes  even  the  letters  which  had  been  intercepted  and  decyphered. 
A  CimiUr  fuite  of  manufcripts  belonging  to  a  Swedifti  nobleman,  who  adted  a  great  part 
on  the  (lageof  the  world  between  1720  and  1727.  The  collection  confiffs  of  fix  hun- 
dred and  feventeen  pieces,  modly  letters,  the  great  part  originals  of  Charles  XIL,  Fred- 
eric I.,  the  Queen  Ulrica  Eleanora,  Lewis  XV.,  Stamflaus  of  Poland,  his  Queen,  the 
Princefs  Czartarijl'y,  Cardinal  Jtidice  the  Spaniffi  minilter,  of  generals,  and  particularly 
Swedilh  minifters;  and  befides  the  minutes  of  this  nobleman  himfelf,  a  table  with 
notes. 

Thefe  two  coUedions  form  a  fucceffion  the  more  precious,  from  its  containing  ample 
memoirs  of  the  two  mod  interefting  epochs  of  the  hiftory  of  Europe  and  Sweden.  la 
the  courfe  of  his  travels,  Mr.  F.  employed  himfelf  principally  in  fearch  of  hiftorical  pieces 
not  in  print  in  difft  rent  libraries.  Many  were  (hewn  him,  which  he  copied  ;  among 
others,  the  life  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  in  (he  Ricardian  library  at  Florence.  As  for  ihe 
library  of  the  Vatican,  he  took  particular  account  of  all  that  it  contained  relative  to  the  J| 
hiftory  of  Sweden,  from  part  of  the  manufcripts  of  Queen  Chriftina.     The  Pope  had  I 

the  unufual  civility  to  caufe  extracts  to  be  made  for  him  from  the  archives,  and  gave  hiiu        ^ 
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copies  of  nearly  four  hundred  papal  bulls,  bearing  relation  to  the  political  or  religious 
affairs  of  Sweden,  the  originals  of  which,  in  the  revolutions  of  time,  had  been  loft. 
Thefe  bulls  begin  with  the  twelfth  century,  and  end  with  the  reign  of  John  III.  Mr. 
de  Fredenheim  brought  back  with  him  many  obfervations  on  tlie  countries  through 
■nhich  he  travelled,  particularly  Italy,  in  maps,  plans,  drawings,  and  defcriptive  books, 
with  his  own  marginal  notes.  Different  other  manufcript  defcriptions,  and  views  drawn 
in  his  prefence  on  the  fpots,  are  either  framed  in  his  I'tudy,  or  depofited  in  his  port-folio. 
Among  antique  marbles ;  Hercules,  Juno,  Titus,  Virgil.  With  thefe  a  numerous  and 
flill  more  felefl:  coUedion  of  geographical  maps  ;  Sweden  and  Italy  perfe(^'Hy  complete, 
and  many  not  yet  printed.  A  map  of  South  America,  notwithftanding  it  is  engraved, 
yet  very  fcarce,  publifhed  in  1775,  in  twelve  large  fheets,  with  notes  fufficient  for  an 
entire  atlas.  Medals;  in  the  number,  that  of  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,  extremely  rare. 
A  fucceflion  in  bronze,  of  a  large  fize,  of  the  different  Emperors,  in  excellent  preferva- 
tion,  &c.  Ada  publica  between  Sweden  and  other  powers,  printed  at  the  period  on 
■which  they  occurred,  comprizing  more  than  forty  volumes  in  folio.  A  felecb  library 
of  fome  thoufand  volumes.  Manufcripts  on  the  hiftory  of  Sweden.  Engravings,  par- 
ticularly Italian.  Portraits  of  Swedes  and  remarkable  perfons  of  all  countries.  Portrait 
of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  taken  from  life.  A  manufcript  life  of  Linna;us,  noted  and  pre- 
fented  by  himfelf  to  the  father  of  the  prefent  owner,  the  Archbifliop  of  Upfal.  Mr. 
de  Fredenheim,  during  his  refidence  at  Rome,  by  refearches  he  made,  determined  the 
exad  extent  of  the  Foruni  Romanum.  He  caufed  a  monument  to  be  made  in  that 
country  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  by  Angelini  the  fculptor,  in  fme  Carrara  marble, 
which  is  placed  in  the  cathedral  at  Upfal.  In  the  piece,  Religion  marks  the  foul's 
abode,  and  at  the  fame  time  points  to  the  urn  fuppofed  to  contain  the  afhesof  the  dead; 
below  on  the  pedeftal  is  a  bas  relief,  which  reprefents  the  Archbifliop  foftering  the 
fciences ;  the  infcription  is  elegantly  fimple :  Carolo  Frederico  Menander  eccl.  Suegothica 
archiepifcopo  p-ctas  filii  P.  nat.  17 12,  oh.  1786.  His  tranflation  of  Tacitus  into  the 
Swedifh  language  is  very  highly  efteemed.  The  lady  of  Mr.  Fredenheim  cultivates 
mufic  with  great  fuccefs ;  fo  that  his  houfe  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  rendezvous  of 
the  fine  arts.  For  our  part  we  muft  add,  that  it  is  equally  the  court  of  complaifance, 
and  with  the  utmoft  iatisfaftion,  here  proclaim  our  gratitude  for  all  the  kindnefs  we 
individually  experienced,  renewing  at  the  fame  time  thofe  expreffions  of  our  regret  fo 
often  repeated  before,  at  having  refided  fo  long  in  Sweden  before  we  made  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr.  Nordin,  member  of  the  academy  of  eighteen,  paffes  for  the  befl-informed  man 
in  Sweden,  on  what  regards  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of  his  own  country.  He  has 
compofed  a  work  entitled,  Diredoriiim  chronologico-diplomaticam  Suecia,  in  two  volumes. 
The  earlieft  diploma  and  other  ads,  which  relate  to  Swedifli  affairs,  begin  in  800. 
Thefe  are  letters  of  the  Popes,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  alluded  to  by  different 
authors  ;  their  names  are  indicated,  as  well  as  the  part  of  their  works  wherein  mention 
of  them  is  made.  He  is  in  poffeffion  of  many  valuable  manufcripts.  Exemplar  epijio- 
larimi  Chrijiina  ;  a  work  written  by  that  Queen  herfelf  in  her  youth.  It  contains  co- 
pies of  letters  in  the  Swedifh,  German,  Latin,  and  French  languages,  in  fmall  folios 
three  fourths  margin. — The  ecclefiaftical  ftatutes  of  Archbifliop  Ej/iils  of  Lund,  in  1 1 24. 
Mention  is  made  of  this  in  the  appendix  of  the  laws  of  Scania  in  the  Swedifli  language. 
—A  code  of  laws  for  the  whole  kingdom,  a  manufcript  of  1347  on  vellum,  incom- 
plete: in  this  the  Runic  letter //j  is  found  ;  it  is  in  Swediih,  and  never  was  printed,  the 
clergy  continually  oppofing  its  abfolute  recognition :  this  code  was  partly  adopted  in 
1444,  and  was  in  exiltence  until  1734.     Prifcianus,  a  Latin  grammar  in  manufcript,  in- 
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complete.  A  manufcript  of  1227,  on  a  flieet  of  parchment;  this  Is  a  letter  of  Pope 
Gregory  IX.,  addreiTed  generally  to  the  Jacobin  monks,  and  permitting  them  to  have 
a  cemetery  for  the  burial  of  their  dead  ;  dated  Peroufe,  the  loth  of  the  Kalends  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  fecond  year  of  his  pontificate  ;  the  feal  is  on  lead,  and  very  well  preferved  ; 
it  reprefents  the  heads  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  without  the  double  keys. — Hiftory  of 
Count  d'Ulfeld,  Grand-mafter  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  an  unique,  which  has  never 
been  printed. — Original  code  of  Swedifli  laws  made  by  King  Chriftopher  of  Bavaria, 
on  vellum,  almoft  complete. — An  abridgment  of  the  ecclefiaftical  hiflory  of  Sweden, 
from  the  origin  of  chriitianity  in  the  kingdom  to  tlie  prefent  day,  compofed  on  account 
of  the  celebrated  jubilee  this  year  of  1693,  '^Y  order  of  the  moll;  pious  and  magnani- 
mous King  Charles  XI.,  by  P.  de  Beaumont ;  in  form  of  a  dialogue  between  Alitophile 
and  Remain.  Such  is  the  head  of  a  French  manufcript,  the  fame  as  was  prefented  to 
Charles  XII.,  then  Prince  Royal;  it  contains  a  dedication  to  Charles,  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Sweden,  in  large  quarto,  thirty-fix  pages,  at  Upfal,  the  20th  IVIay  1693. — 
L'Hiftoire  de  France,  by  the  fame  Beaumont,  continued  to  1697  :  the  fame  volume 
comprizes  a  fuccinft  abridgment  of  the  hiftory  of  Germany,  which  fills  nearly  half  the 
volume;  \i  is  in  quarto. — A  copy  of  the  journal  of  Charles  XI.  from  1676  to  1697; 
the  original  is  in  poiTefTion  of  Count  de  Cronftedt,  governor  of  Gefle. — Hiftorical  anec- 
dotes :  Saga,  in  the  Swedilh  language,  an  Iceland  manufcript ;  the  name  is  Eigil,  fon 
of  Skaldagrim.  A  marine  chart  va.  manufcript,  made  for  Charles  V.  in  1540;  mofl 
particularly  defigned  for  the  Mediterranean  fea.  The  plan  of  the  city  of  Alcxico,  on  vel- 
lum, the  fame  as  was  prefented  to  Charles  V.  by  Alfonfo  de  Santa  Cruz.  Urbs  Tenux- 
litana  is  its  title,  which  was  the  ancient  name  of  that  city  :  the  plan  is  coloured ;  the  de- 
dication to  the  Emperor  is  upon  it.  Mr.  Nordin  prefented  a  map  of  the  world  to  the 
King  made  at  that  time,  that  is  to  fay  in  the  reign  of  Charles  V.  Thefe  maps  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  taken  at  Prague  by  Count  Koningfmark  in  1648. 

Mr.  Giaiirwell,  librarian  to  the  King,  poffefl'es  a  fragment  on  the  difcovery  of  Norway, 
•which  is  the  molt  ancient  manufcript  that  relates  to  the  hiftory  of  the  North  :  it  was 
found  in  Iceland,  tranfported  to  Denmark,  and  thence  carried  to  Sweden ;  the  author 
is  unknown,  but  from  the  fucceflion  it  gives  of  the  ancient  Princes  of  the  northern 
countries  up  to  the  tenth  century,  it  is  conjectured  to  be  of  that  age.  This  fragment 
has  been  printed  in  a  collection  of  the  moft  ancient  monuments  of  the  early  hiftory  of 
the  North,  publifhed  by  Bjceurners,  antiquary  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  Stockholm, 
1737,  in  folio.  In  compofing  this  edition,  the  piece  was  copied,  which  was  depofitcd 
in  the  archives  of  the  kingdom.  The  fame  fragment  was  printed  before  in  1689,  at 
Skalholt  in  Iceland. — A  new  Swedifli  Teftament,  Stockholm,  1526,  Jmall  folio,  with  a 
figure  of  Chrift  for  the  frontifpiece,  and  the  arms  of  Guftavus  Vafa  at  the  end. — A 
Swedifli  Bible,  2  vols,  in  folio,  Upfal,  1541.  John  III.,  fon  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  being 
defirous  of  introducing  anew  the  Catholic  religion  into  Sweden,  made  ufe  of  two  litur- 
gies, one  printed  in  Latin  and  one  in  Swedilh,  the  firft  at  Stockholm,  in  folio,  1 576,  the 
other  alfoin  Stockholm,  in  4/0.  in  15S9  ;  both  were  profcribed  by  Charles  IX.,  and  are 
extremely  rare;  both,  however,  are  in  the  colkftion  of  Mr.  Gioeurwell.  Mr.  Charles 
Guftavus  Warmhollz,  aulic  counf'ellor  of  His  Swedifli  Majeity,  has  occupied  himfelf  more 
fully  on  the  hiftory  and  hiftorians  of  Sweden  than  any  other  perfon  ;  his  work  is  after 
the  plan  of  Lelong  on  the  hiftorians  of  France  ;  it  is  in  the  Swedifli  language,  with  hlf- 
torical  and  critical  remarks  by  Mr.  Vewarm.  The  fifth  volume  appeared  at  Stockholm 
in  1  790,  in  8i'o.  The  manufcript  in  1  5  \io\s.  folio,  written  by  the  author,  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  editor,  Mr.  Gioeurwell.  The  five  volumes  already  printed,  reach  as  far  as  the 
fifth  of  the  manufcript.  This  author  was  born  at  Stockholm  in  1713,  and  died  on  his 
13  awa 
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own  eflate  of  Chriftiernholm  in  1785.  He  had  a  fine  library,  and  in  courfe  of  a  long 
refidence  there,  compofed  this  work.  At  his  death,  lie  confided  to  Mr,  Gioeurwell  the 
manufcript  and  edition.  He  had  travelled  a  great  deal,  fojourning  the  longed  in  Hol- 
land ;  he  married  a  French  woman  at  the  Hague,  Marguerite  Janicou,  daughter  of  a 
minifter  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caflel,  known  by  his  letters  on  the  United  Provinces. 
His  library  confided  of  fix  thoufand  volumes;  thofe  which  regarded  hiftory  were  bought 
by  Mr.  Gioeurwell,  who  has  augmented  their  number. 

Guftavus  III.,  an  enlightened  proteftor  of  the  arts,  invited  artifts  of  great  merit  to 
Sweden  j  it  may  be  boldly  advanced  that  the  kingdom  is  indebted  to  him  for  the 
poiTeflion  of  a  Sergcll,  a  De/pres,  Mafrellier,  &c.  What  clearly  verifies  this  aflertion, 
the  Swedes  thenifelves,  far  from  attrading  great  artifis,  did  not  even  profit  by  their 
prefence,  or  give  them  any  encouragement :  they  were  never  employed  by  any  but  the 
King  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  fince  his  death  they  will  have  abandoned  a  country 
which  will  no  longer  afford  them  any  refources,  a  court  which,  from  its  fyftem  of  eco- 
nomy, (certainly  well  imagined,)  will  look  upon,  as  fooliflily  expended,  thofe  fums  re- 
quifite  tor  the  recompenfe  and  encouragement  of  genius. 

We  fliall  now  take  a  view  of  the  artifts  of  Stockholm,  whofe  talents  appear  to  us  to 
lay  claim  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  to  public  efteem. 

Mr.  Serge!!,  a  Swede,  is  the  raoft  celebrated  fculptor  of  the  prefent  day  ;  Canova,  a 
Venetian,  being  the  only  one  in  any  degree  comparable  to  him.  This  artift  is  in  high 
eftimation  ;  the  King  frequently  reforts  to  his  work-fliop,  in  which  he  is  imitated  by  the 
nobihty,  and  even  the  ladies  ;  but  thefe  vifits  have  become  fo  tirefome  that  his  door  is 
frequently  clofed  j  fo  that  it  will  not  be  amifs  for  any  one  defirous  of  feeing  him  to  ad- 
vife  of  his  intention  before  hand.  He  is  employed  on  the  ftatue  in  bronze,  defigned  by 
the  citizens  in  honour  of  their  King  :  the  model  of  the  proportions  of  which  was  fliewn 
to  us  ;  the  King  is  upright,  as  if  walking,  his  left  hand  leaning  on  the  rudder  of  a  (hip, 
(an  attribute  which  accords  equally  with  the  fpecies  of  vifliory  obtained  by  him,  as  with 
his  having  the  conduft  of  afiairs  fince  the  revolution;)  and  in  his  right  hand  an  olive 
branch,  the  fymbol  of  peace :  it  fronts  the  church  on  the  fide  next  the  caCtle,  with  its 
back  to  the  fea,  very  near  to  which  it  is  placed  ;  thus  wearing  the  appearance  of  bein"- 
juil:  landed  and  bringing  peace  to  his  people.  The  height  of  the  ftatue  is  to  be  eleven 
feet ;  the  fculptor  has  varied  as  little  as  poflible  from  the  Swedifli  coftume,  which, 
thanks  to  the  cloak,  has  a  very  good  efteft  ;  he  has  only  taken  fmall  licenfe  in  altering 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  faltened.  This  fiatue,  which  he  expedls  will  be  finiflied  in 
1796,  is  full  of  grace  and  life.  In  his  work-fhop  we  faw  the  group  of  Cupid  and 
Pfyche  in  marble,  large  as  life,  defigned  for  the  King,  who  means  to  place  it  at  Haga. 
This  is  one  of  the  fined  pieces  of  modern  fculpture ;  Pfyche  is  on  her  knees  before 
Cupid ;  the  poignard  and  lamp  by  his  fide  defignate  the  indant  chofen  by  the  artid. 
At  fird  he  intended  that  Cupid  fliould  have  turned  his  head  afide  in  repulfing  Pfyche  ; 
it  would  have  rendered  the  work  more  eafy  ;  the  expreilion  of  his  countenance  as  look- 
ing on  Pfyche,  however  difficult  to  give,  was  preferred,  and  is  admirably  conceived  by 
Mr.  Sergell :  Cupid  regards  Pfyche  with  a  cold  and  tranquil  diidain,  fucli  as  is  fuitable 
to  an  offended  deity.  The  two  figures  are  naked,  and  the  whole  of  the  group  poflcfles 
driking  beauties ;  it  is  a  mader-piece  which  well  deferves  minute  attention  ;  it  was  ori- 
ginally intended  for  Madame  du  Barry.  The  fame  groupe  was  executed  on  a  fmall 
fcale  for  Baron  Armfeldt,  to  whom  His  Majeity  made  a  prefent  of  it,  and  for  the  Duke 
d'lnfantado.  The  price  of  the  fmall  work  is  1000  rix-dollars.  Mr.  Sergell  had  alfo 
two  beautiful  buds  in  his  fliop,  the  one  of  Gudavus  Vafa,  the  other  of  Gudavus  Adol- 
phus,  ordered  formerly  by  the  King  of  France ;  not  knowing  any  longer  to  whom  to 
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addrefs  hlmfelf  on  account  of  them,  he  preferves  them  until  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity may  allowof  tlieir  proceeding  to  their  deflination.  Events  having  happened  to  an- 
nul every  fuch  expeftation,  we  are  ignorant  of  what  has  become  of  them  *.  A  bud  in 
bas  relief  of  thcPrincc-royal  is  the  mod  ftriking  refemblance  that  poffibly  can  be.  It  would 
be  diiBcult  to  find  an  eflablifhment  more  commodious  or  more  complete  than  that  oc» 
cupied  by  this  artift  ;  he  has  fome  charming  paintings,  moftly  of  the  French  fchool  ; 
he  places  "-reat  value  on  the  head  of  an  old  man,  by  Guido,  and  a  Cupid  playing  with 
a  Satyr,  by  Carlo  Cignani.  The  figure  of  Love  is  beautiful.  He  is  in  poffeflion  of  an 
antique'ftatue  of  a  fawn  which  he  prizes  highly  ;  it  is  Handing  with  its  legs  acrofs,  lean- 
ing againft  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  at  the  foot  of  which  lays  a  young  child  ;  the  head  as  well 
as  the  right  arm  have  been  repaired,  the  remainder  is  in  the  highefl:  prefervation.  Mr.Ser- 
gell  joins  to  his  eminent  talent  for  execution, that  of  converfing  on  his  art  in  the  mod  en- 
gaging and  inftruftive  manner  ;  and  what  in  our  efteem  is  a  great  merit,  he  fpeaks  with 
equal  complaifance  to  artifts,  and  thofe  who  have  no  other  title  to  his  notice  than  a  de- 
fire  of  information  or  mere  curiofity  ;  a  fingular  merit  even  among  artifts  of  the  fecond- 
ary  ftamp,  much  more  in  a  man  of  fuch  fuperior  abilities. 

Mr.  Defpres,  a  Frenchman,  a  painter  and  architect :  the  King  meeting  with  him  at 
Rome  in  1784,  engaged  him  in  his  fervice.  He  has  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fcenery 
and  dreffes  of  the  opera,  of  every  thing  conftrufted  by  His  Majefty,  and  at  this  inftant 
of  the  building  of  the  new  palace  of  Haga.  This  artift  poffefles  the  richeft  and  mod 
lively  imagination,  and  is  even  reproachable  for  the  too  great  diverfity  he  introduces  in 
fuch  little  fpace.  He  has  painted  a  large  piece  reprefenting  the  battle  of  the  Crotoniates 
and  Sybarites,  in  poffeflion  of  the  King.  He  is  at  prefent  employed  in  painting  the 
principal  anions  of  the  war  in  Finland.  The  following  are  the  whole  :  the  naval  bat- 
tle at  Hogland,  on  the  17th  July  1788  ;  Porufalmi,  on  the  6th  June  1789  ;  Uttifmalm, 
cSth  June  1789;  Parkumacki,  21ft  July  1789;  the  affair  of  Valkiali,  29th  April 
1790;  Pardakolki,  30th  April  1790;  the  barracks  of  Kettis,  in  May  1790;  Pefti- 
macki,  5th  May  1790;  the  battle  of  Fredericfhamm,  15th  May  1790;  the  retreat 
from  Wybourg,  3d  July  1790  ;  and  the  battle  of  Svenkfund,  9th  and  10th  July  1790. 
Mr.  Defpres  is  likewife  charged  with  the  ereftion  of  the  intended  obelifk  at  Haga, 
where  the  model  in  wood  is  to  be  feen,  and  generally  of  whatfoever  relates  to  the  archi- 
tefture  of  that  palace  ;  he  has  moreover  been  drawing-mader  to  the  Prince-royal  ever 

fince  1791. 

Mr.  Mafrelier,  a  Frenchman,  a  charming  artid  in  drawing,  is  the  author  of  all  the 
defigns  of  the  pavillion  of  Haga,  and  has  executed  them  with  a  degree  of  perfedion 
which  does  him  the  greated  honour.  He  is  poffeffed  of  exquifite  tade  :  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  an  artift  of  fuch  excellence  {hould  be  without  pupils  to  affift  hini  j  for  want  of 
them  he  is  obliged  to  draw  the  outlines,  and  give  the  different  fhades  ;  his  pupils  after- 
wards copy  very  well,  and  apply  the  colouring.  As  this  artift  mod  commonly  works 
inmorifco,  or  piftures  which' ferve  for  the  internal  decorations  of  apartments,  fome  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  his  labours  :  in  one  piece  there  are  frequently 
from  one  to  two  hundred  figures.  Mr.  Mafrelier  was  eleven  years  in  Italy,  and  has 
brou"-ht  thence  an  immenfity  of  drawings,  taken  on  the  fpot,  and  which  are  well  wor- 
thy of  infpedion.  Many  of  thefe  views  have  been  very  little  regarded.  He  has  a  bro- 
ther who  is  a  carver  ;  for  the  fake  of  difpatch  he  makes  ufe  of  a  procefs  which  imitates 
cads  in  a  very  nice  manner,  and  is  much  more  oeconomical ;  this  confifts  in  the  employ- 
ment  of  a  pafte  which  hardens  of  itfelf,  receiving  whatever  impreffion  may  be  fancied, 

•  We  have  rcafoB  to  believe  they  have  been  purchafed  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia. 
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and  being  fufceptible  of  taking  any  colour.  It  looks  extremely  well  when  gilt,  and  on 
It  the  gilding  is  capable  of  high  polifii.  This  fecret  he  learned  at  Paris,  and  hitherto  it 
has  perfectly  well  fucceeded.  Toung,  who  fliall  be  mentioned  prefently,  pretends  that 
wood  ought  to  have  the  preference ;  the  former,  however,  is  cheaper,  more  eafily  re- 
paired, more  fufceptible  of  receiving  any  form,  and  has  in  faQ:  precifely  the  fame  effeft 
as  wood.  Thisprocefs  moreover  is  in  high  eftimation  with  the  King,  ever  anxious  for 
the  completion  of  his  fancies,  as  it  gratifies  them  with  greater  prompthude.  The  work- 
fhop  of  this  artift  is  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  cafl:le,  in  the  pavillion  of  the  library  :  he 
employs  very  few  workmen. 

Mr,  Totm^,  an  excellent  carver,  has  a  fund  of  tafte,  and  a  perfeft  comprehenfion  of 
every  thing  that  regards  the  decoration  of  apartments.  We  favv  him  intent  on  orna- 
menting the  exterior  of  an  organ;  his  work  was  beautifully  defigned,  and  executed 
with  aftonifhing  exaftitude.  He  has  a  number  of  fcholars  to  inRru61:  in  this  line,  in 
which  the  Swedes  excel,  as  well  as  in  gilding  on  wood. 

Mr.  Guilbert,  an  engraver,  is  employed  in  engraving  all  the  medals  of  the  prefent 
reign  in  copper.  This  coUedion,  already  very  numerous,  cannot  be  complete  until 
the  death  of  His  Majefty,  who  referves  for  himfelf  the  plates  and  proofs,  fo  that  it  is  no 
eafy  matter  to  procure  them ;  they  are  rather  harfhly  engraved.  The  vignettes  from 
defigns  of  Mr.  Mafrelier  are  principally  in  the  beft  ftyle ;  each  plate  is  to  have  an  ex- 
planation, on  two  columns,  in  French  and  Swedifii.  The  engraver  of  the  medals  is- 
Mr.  Fehrmann  ;  he  is  a  good  artifl:,  but  not  equal  to  his  predeceflor.  The  coUeftion 
of  the  laft  reign  is  confiderable  on  account  of  medals  being  (truck  on  occafion  of  the 
mofl  trifling  events,  fuch  even  as  by  no  means  deferved  commemoration. 

Mr.  Martins  is  engraving  the  views  of  Stockholm  :  many  are  completed :  he  after- 
wards illuminates  them  ;  they  are  fold  at  about  2|  ducats  each.  They  clearly  evince 
the  precipitation  with  which  this  artift  works ;  being  very  incorreft  and  badly  finiflied  j 
neverthelefs,  as  he  is  not  void  of  genius  and  tafte,  they  are  pleafing  and  have  a  good 
offea. 

Mr.  Breda,  the  younger,  has  been  in  England  :  his  portraits  afford  hopes  of  his  ex- 
celling at  fome  future  period  in  this  line.  His  father  has  fome  pictures  ;  among  the 
moft  remarkable  are  the  portrait  of  La  FoJ/l;  by  Rigaud.  A  defign,  attributed  to  Raphael, 
reprefenting  the  fubmerfion  of  Pharaoh  ;  this  is  a  very  valuable  piece,  and  came  from 
the  cabinet  of  Mr,  Crozat.  A  fea  piece,  by  T.  Wouvermans,  The  maffacre  of  the 
hinocents,  a  pretty  fl^etch,  by  Peter  de  Cordone.  Two  fine  portraits  by  Francis  Halle. 
Two  fea  pieces  by  Simonini  the  Venetian  ;  thefe  two  pictures  have  great  merit,  and  are 
very  rare  of  their  kind,  this  artift  having  painted  fcarcely  any  thing  but  battles.  The. 
flight  into  Egypt,  by  Guido,  In  his  beft  ityle,  very  dark  :  it  pofleflTes  a  fund  of  beauty.^ 
Cain  and  Abel,  faid  to  be  by  Andrew  Sacchi.  An  old  woman  warming  her  hands,  a 
fmall  pifture,  accurately  finiflied,  which  the  owner  aflfures  is  by  G.  Dow,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  bears  the  name  of  G.Schalken,  which  is  vifible.  A  fine  portrait  of  Merian,  a 
painter  and  burgomafter  in  Holand,  by  himfelf. 

Mr.  Graaff  is  one  of  the  beft  portrait  painters  in  Stockholm  ;  he  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  taking  exadt  likeneflTes.  We  yet  have  feen  at  his  houfe  the  portraits  of  the  King, 
and  feveral  perfons  of  our  acquantance,  which  bore  not  the  leaft  refemblance.  His  pen- 
cil is  far  from  poffefling  any  delicacy  ;  and  in  any  other  country  he  would  be  efteemed 
an  ordinary  painter. 

Mr.  Pafcb  is  a  portrait  painter,  in  high  efteem  in  this  country ;  he  has  alfo  the  cha- 
rafter  of  giving  very  exaft  refemblances. 

Mr>. 
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Mr.  Adams  works  at  the  larger  cafts  in  bronze,  under  the  infpe£l:ion  of  Mr.  Sergell : 
it  was  ill  his  work-fliop,  which  communicates  with  that  of  Mr.  Sergell,  that  the  ftatue  of 
Gudavus  Adolphus  (of  which  we  Ihall  fliortly  fpeak)  was  chizelled.  This  artift  works 
in  bronze  in  the  moll  elegant  and  finiflied  manner.  The  King  pofleffes  fome  works  of 
this  defcription  which  would  do  honour  to  the  bed  arthls  in  this  line  in  France. 

Mr.  Rhun,  a  young  Swede,  is  an  excellent  workman  in  bronze ;  he  has  made  four 
candelabras  for  the  King,  which  are  of  the  highed  tadeand  mod  admirable  finilh. 

Mr.  Pilau^  a  Swedifh  painter,  was,  in  1791,  diredor  of  the  academy.  This  artift, 
already  advanced  in  years,  was  employed  on  a  large  pidiire  of  nine  feet  by  eighteen,  re- 
prefenting  the  coronation  of  His  Majefty  :  it  was  not  then  completed.  He  fhewed  us 
fome  defigns  of  the  highed  finifli,  particularly  one  reprefenting  the  parliament  of  Vafa 
receiving  its  regulations  from  the  King  upon  its  edablidiment.  This  painter  has  been 
much  employed  in  Denmark. 

Mr.  Lflwrrare,  a  Swede,  well  known  at  Paris,  where  he  redded  a  number  of  years.' 
Many  engravings  have  been  taken  of  this  painter's  works :  they  are  in  high  edeem. 
His  dyle  is  very  graceful,  and  replete  with  tade. 

Mr.  Hollblad,  a  Swede,  is  famous  for  his  (kilful  manner  of  redoring  damaged  paint- 
ings. He  had  a  number  belonging  to  Count  Brahe,  one  of  which  was  Judith,  holding 
ilie  fword  in  her  hand  with  which  die  has  cut  off"  Holofernes'  head.  Mr.  Mafrelier 
cdimates  it  a  work  of  Caravaggio.  The  head  of  Judith  is  beautiful.  The  baptifm  of 
Clovis,  a  large  piSure  of  no  great  merit.  There  is  another  at  Stockholm  for  fale,  re- 
prefenting the  fame  fubjeft,  which  is  much  fuperior  ;  it  belongs  to  Count  de  la  Gardie. 
It  is  prefumable  that  Mr.  Hol/blad  uks  a  fimilar  procefs  with  Picault  at  Paris  ;  however 
this  may  be  he  has  been  eminently  fuccefsful  :  from  a  number  of  proofs  of  this  we  (hall 
cite  but  one ;  he  has  taken  a  ceiling  painted  on  a  wall,  twenty-one  ells  long  by  fourteen, 
and  fixed  it  in  perfection  on  canvas. 

Mr.  Hiller-iraum^  a  painter  in  Adolphus  Frederic's  fquare*,  on  the  fouth  fide.  In 
this  fquare  it  was  (the  lame  as  was  ufed  for  the  caroufals)  that  the  King,  on  occafion  of 
the  peace  of  1790,  difmided  the  citizens  of  Stockholm  who  had  volunteered  for  the 
protedion  of  the  town  in  abfence  of  the  regular  troops.  This  artid,  in  a  pidure 
which  he  has  in  his  houfe,  has  reprefented  this  ceremony  with  excellent  effeft.  It  was 
intended  for  the  city,  but  doubtlefs  he  will  take  a  copy  of  it,  the  King,  as  is  fuppofed, 
intending  to  have  this.  Mr.  Hillerdroeum  is  in  polTeffion  of  a  number  of  works  of  dif- 
ferent deicriptions,  among  others  of  a  likenefs  of  his  daughter,  with  a  mark  on  her  bo- 
fom,  where  fhe  was  druck  by  lightning,  without  receiving  any  injury :  we  enquired  if 
the  mark  remained  yet  as  reprefented  in  the  painting,  fhe  aflured  us  it  did  not ;  as  die 
was  a  very  pretty  girl  we  willingly  would  have  had  other  proof  befides  her  fimple  afler- 
tion.  This  artid  inhabited  the  houfe  of  a  perfon  who  died  but  a  fhort  time  before, 
leaving  behind  him  a  magnificent  colleftion  of  piftures,  of  which  we  were  unable  to 
get  fight,  as  they  had  been  packed  up  to  be  fent  to  England  for  fale.  It  is  a  very 
handfome  houfe,  and  was  planned  to  have  five-and-forty  windows  in  the  front  looking 
on  the  fquare  ;  but  it  was  fcarcely  more  than  half  erefted,  and  whether  it  will  now  be 
finifhed  or  no  appears  doubtful. 

Private  cabinets  are  very  few  in  number,  as  the  reader  will  be  enabled  to  judge  by 
the  enumeration  of  the  whole,  comprizing  even  thofe  of  medals,  dones,  &c. 

*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  fquare  19  the  prifon  for  debtors,  where  it  is  rather  a  difficult  matter  for  a 
perfon  to  gain  admittance  merely  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  curiofity  ;  ii  is  however  but  little  dcferving  of 
attention. 

Cabinet 
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Cabinet  of  Count  Brahe.  This  contains  fome  paintings,  three  or  foor  of  which  only 
are  deferving  of  mention.  The  Magdalen  reclined  on  a  mat  rolled  up  at  one  end,  lean- 
ing on  her  elbow,  with  a  book  in  her  hand  ;  a  light  veil  of  blue  and  white  thrown  over 
her,  ferving,  with  her  long  loofe  hair,  which  is  very  handfome,  in  part  to  cover  her,  is 
very  graceful.  This  pidure  is  attributed  to  Mignard,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  likenefs 
of  the  niiftrefs  of  fome  one  of  the  Kings  of  France.  David  ered,  holding  in  his  hand 
the  head  of  Goliah,  of  natural  fize  ;  he  wears  a  red  cap,  in  which  are  two  feathers,  the 
one  white  the  other  yellow  :  this  is  faid  to  be  by  Guido  Rent ;  but  is  a  copy  of  that  in  the 
capitol,  and  has  nothing  fuperior  to  boafl.  Our  Saviour  and  the  Holy  Virgin  in  a  build- 
ing, with  an  afs  and  two  cows  or  bulls,  by  J.  Jordaens,  in  1652,  an  original.  Our  Sa- 
vious  paying  tribute  ;  a  much  efleemed  piece,  the  heads  in  it  are  beautiful. 

Mr.  Bolmider,  a  painter,  has  a  pidure  of  the  Virgin,  with  the  infant  Jefus  and  St.  John, 
which  he  pretends  is  by  Raphael,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  Countefs  Koninrrfmark- 
although  many  doubt  its  authenticity,  the  painting  is  certainly  good,  and  much  in  that 
painter's  llyle.  He  poffelTes  likewife  a  game  piece  by  Snyders,  with  that  maker's  like- 
nefs,  in  a  corner  of  the  pidure,  done  by  Rubens,  and  fome  other  lefs  valuable  pieces. 

Cabinet  of  the  Bank.  In  the  building  belonging  to  the  bank  is  to  be  feen  a  hand- 
fome collection  of  medals,  aliuofl;  entirely  Swedifh,  contained  in  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty drawers ;  it  is  nearly  complete  :  fome,  but  a  very  fmall  number,  are  foreign.  The 
moft  ancient,  the  authenticitv  of  which  is  indifputable,  is  a  very  fmall  one  of  Eric  IX. 
in  1 150.  A  medal  of  John  ll.  in  i497)  never  publiflied.  A  rix-dollarof  Sten  Sture, 
1 51 2,  very  rare.  A  very  rare  medal  reprefenting  Charles  Guftavus  on  one  fide,  on  the 
reverfe  Dei  Gratia  et  Chrifiina  Rex,  1654:  another  was  ftruck  which  has  for  legend, 
J  Deoet  Chrijiind.  A  medal  of  Brahe,  1665,  very  rare.  A  very  confiderable  and  al- 
moft  perfedl  colledion  of  medals  of  famous  private  charaders.  This  colleftion  was  begun 
and  fold  to  the  Bank  by  Prefident  Rolamb.  Its  diredors  continue  it.  The  ftrufture  of  the 
bank  was  begun  in  1608,  under  the  reign  of  Charles  IX. 

The  bank  lends  money  on  fecurity  of  moveables  and  merchandize  at  four  per  cent.  • 
every  year  two  per  cent,  of  its  capital  is  paid  off.  There  are  nine  commiffaries  who 
have  the  direftion  of  its  affairs,  three  from  the  clafs  of  nobles,  and  as  many  from  that  of 
the  citizens,  and  as  many  of  the  clergy.  Of  one  of  thefe  it  is  requifite  you  fliould 
aik  permiffion  to  view  the  medals. 

Meffrs.  Griil  and  Charles  dc  Geer  poffefs  fine  colledions  of  Swedifh  medals.  Mr.  de 
Geer  has  one  in  gold  of  Sten  Sture,  which  is  exceedingly  rare;  Mr.  Grill  one,  faid  to 
be  of  Odin,  which  is  however  thought  to  be  Armenian.  Thefe  two  cabinets  we  did  not 
fee.  Mr.  Grill,  after  having  treated  us  very  courteoufly  at  Suderfors,  felt  himfelf  un- 
der no  obligation  of  repeating  his  civility  at  Stockholm.  As  for  Mr.  Geer  we  made  no 
attempts  to  feek  a  favour  at  his  hands.  There  are  people  to  whom  a  man  is  loth  to  be 
under  obligation.  Our  thanks  might  have  been  fuperiluous  to  a  man  who  (lievv's  him- 
idifo  grateful  to  the  King  for  the  many  favours  beitowed  on  him,  and  whofe  opinions, 
unfortunately  for  us,  were  fo  much  at  variance  with  our  own. 

Mr.  Qinfl  has  adopted  a  fyftem  of  claffification  entirely  novel,  in  the  department  of 
precious  Hones,  and  which  bears  no  refemblance  to  that  hitherto  ufed.  He  pays  no 
refpeft  to  colour,  but  only  to  the  weight,  (hape,  and  hardnefs.  He  has  given  a  detail  of 
his  fyftem  in  the  memoirs  of  the  academy  for  1768.  His  colleftion  is  contained  in  a 
very  fmall  cabinet,  and  is  worthy  of  notice  on  account  of  the  novel  manner  of  its  claffi- 
fication. The  firfl:  place  is  affigned  to  white  diamonds,  and  diamonds  of  all  colours,  as 
well  in  the  rough  as  cut ; — next,  rubies  and  fapphires,  among  thefe  is  an  afteria,  in 
which,  on  holding  it  to  the  fun,  you  diilinguifli  a  itar  :  opals,  one  called  the  N(;>inius,  is 
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v?iUi  the  exception  of  lis  fellow,  in  pofleflion  of  the  Emperor,  an  unique,  it  weighs  about 
two  carats  :  topazes,  rough  rubies,  rough  emeralds,  chryfolites,.  beryls,  aignes  7narines 
in  the  rough,  as  well  as  cut :  garnets  and  hyacinths  ;  amethyfts,  chryftals  ;  he  pretends 
that  amethyfts  are  only  coloured  chryftals.  Chryfopafes  tranfparent  quartz  from  Fin- 
land. Cat's  eyes.  Cornalines.  Onyx,  fardines,  agates  ;  which  however  he  ranks  in 
the  firfl  clafs.  Jafper,  malachites,  opals;  amethyfts,  toarmalins,  and  other  (tones  are 
not  yet  clafled.  Mr.  Quilt  poffefl'es  a  piece  of  regulus  of  antimony  found  in  Sweden, 
extremely  rare,  fo  much  fo,  that  none  is  any  longer  to  be  found.  He  has  adjoining  to 
his  houfe,  a  pretty  confiderable  extent  of  ground,  and  a  terrace  which  commands  the 
lea,  whence  is  a  mod  fuperb  view,  fuch  even  as  much  furnafles  the  moft  celebrated  in 
point  of  extent  and  pifturefque  efie£t.  It  is  in  itfelf  enough  to  induce  a  traveller  to  go 
to  the  extremity  of  the  fouthern  fuburbs  along  the  fea,  where  it  is  fituated,  even  (liould 
he  be  void  of  curiofity  of  examining  the  colleftion  of  (tones. 

Mr.  Dayiiel  George  Nefcher^  of  Queen's-ftreet,  poflefles  a  curious  and  fin^lar  collec- 
tion of  portraits  of  Kings  and  individuals  of  Sweden,  of  all  ages  •,  it  confifts  of  about 
four  thoufand  pieces  ;  at  moft,  no  more  than  fifty  are  wanting  to  render  it  perfedly 
•complete.  "What  renders  this  colledion  ftill  more  interelting,  the  proprietor  has  writ- 
ten at  the  bottom  of  each  of  the  portraits  of  individuals,  an  account  of  his  life.  We 
noticed  with  furprife,  that  many  Swedes  had  never  heard  either  of  Mr.  Nefcher,  or  his 
eolledion. 

Thus  have  we  given  the  whole  we  have  to  notice  of  private  cabinets,  and  believe  we 
have  omitted  nothing  of  intereft  :  the  number  mud  needs  be  confidered  very  trifling  ; 
yet  have  we  to  obferve,  that  the  Swedifh  nobility  being  in  general  very  poor,  and  very 
ill  informed,  it  is  not  aftonifliing  that  valuable  cabinets  fhould  be  lefs  frequent  here  than 
elfewhere  j  the  firfl;  reafon  alone  appears  to  us  unanfwerable. 

Chap.   VI. —  Churches. — Public  Edifices. — Statues  of  Sovereigiu. — ArfenaL — Fark  of 

Artillery. — Prifons. 

THE  churches  of  Stockholm,  confidered  as  edifices,  deferve  no  attention  :  the  two 
following  are  the  only  ones  worthy  of  being  vifited. 

Riddenfiolm  Church.  It  is  far  from  handfome,  but  it  may  be  well  to  fee  it,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  the  place  of  interment  of  the  kings,  a  number  of  the  principal  families 
in  Sweden,  and  all  the  knights  of  the  order  of  the  Seraphim.  At  the  extremity  of  the 
church,  before  the  altar,  are  the  tombs  of  Canatefon  and  Magnus  Ladulos,  between 
them  is  a  fmall  clofed  coffer,  containing  the  (tatutes  of  the  order  of  the  Seraphim. 
Guflavus  Adolphus  is  inhumed  in  the  vicinity,  but  no  monument  is  yet  eretted  to  his 
memory  ;  it  was  then  under  the  workman's  hands.  In  a  chapel  are  Charles  XII.  with 
his  club  and  lion's  ikin,  in  bronze  gilt.  On  a  bier  of  black  marble,  Frederic  I.  and 
Queen  Ulrica  Eleanor.  In  another  very  fmall  chapel  raifed  a  few  (teps,  is  the  great 
Banner,  born  in  1601,  died  in  1641  :  in  another  fpot,  Fortenfon,  born  in  1603,  died 
in  1651,  and  the  tombs  of  the  Ferfens,  the  Levenhaupt,  and  other  families.  Guflia- 
vus  III.  in  1791,  formed  the  projed  of  building  a  rotunda  for  the  Kings,  on  a  plan  by 
Defpres. 

The  Church  of  Queen  Chrijiina.  This  is  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  with  a  rotunda  in 
the  middle,  rather  pretty,  and  very  neat ;  at  the  principal  altar  is  a  bas-relief  in  plafter, 
by  Sergell,  reprefenting  the  afcenfion  ;  it  has  a  very  fine  effect.  A  monument  in  lead 
by  the  fame  hand,  raifed  in  1770  to  the  memory  of  Defcartes,  by  the  late  King,  then 
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Prince  Royal.     In  the  cemetry,  the  place  is  ftill  pointed  out  where  his  body  was  firlt 
depofited,  before  it  was  fent  to  France. 

The  E.\r/ja?igc.  A  pretty  building  near  the  caftle,  on  the  market  place  ;  the  mer- 
chants uffemble  on  the  ground  floor,  which  is  adorned  with  the  buib  of  Baron  de  Sparre, 
High  Governor  of  Stockholm,  and  Mr.  AlRroeumer,  a  celebrated  merchant ;  above  is 
a  long  gallery,  wherein  public  balls  are  given  every  fortnight  on  Sundays,  the  price  of 
admittance  is  24  (killings  each  perfon  :  the  court  is  generally  prcfent.  The  academy 
of  eighteen  holds  alfo  its  public  fittings  here. 

Tbe  Hall  of  the  Ncbks  is  in  a  large  fquare,  by  the  fide  of  Ridderholm  (theifland  of 
knights)  ;  the  building  is  handfome,  the  ftaircafe  of  noble  appearance.  The  ground 
floor  contains  the  portraits  of  the  marfhals  of  the  diet  from  1632,  in  number  twenty- 
eight  ;  thofe  of  the  diets  of  1786  and  1789,  were  not  yet  there  :  the  hall  in  which  the 
nobles  afTemble  is  on  the  firft  ftory,  it  is  tolerably  handfome,  notwithllanding  its  only 
ornament  is  the  efcutcheons  of  the  nobility  which  cover  its  walls.  Thofe  of  the  mod 
ancient  families  are  placed  at  the  extremity,  the  others  by  gradation  of  anceflry,  on  the 
right  and  left  up  to  the  door,  where  thofe  of  the  earliefl:  exaltation  are  placed.  The 
Count  d&Brahe  occupies  the  moll  eminent  flation  *.  It  is  in  this  hall  that  the  monarch 
gave  proof  of  much  addrefs  and  prefence  of  mind  at  the  diet  of  1789. 

The  Tozt-n-Hoiife.  The  court  of  the  magiltrates,  at  which  the  burgomaflers  prefide, 
is  held  here ;  the  hall  has  nothing  in  it  remarkable.  The  portraits  of  the  high  gover- 
nors, and  feveral  pleafing  views  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm,  drawn  by  Mar- 
tyns,  being  the  only  objefts  of  notice. 

Statue  of  Guftavus  Vafa  (Jub  pedej.  This  is  a  bronze  on  the  fquare  of  the  nobles, 
and  before  their  manfion ;  it  was  erecled  by  the  body  of  the  nobility,  although,  as 
Its  infcription  imports,  this  mark  of  reverence  was  not  afforded  till  after  the  lapfe  of  tvi'o 
centuries  ;  it  was  executed  by  the  French  archbifJjop,  and  pofleiTes  nothing  flriking. 

Equefirian  Statue  of  Giijiavtis  Adolphus.  This  is  before  the  opera  houfe,  in  the  north- 
ern fquare:  it  was  erefted  the  15th  May,  1791  ;  the  expence  of  tranfporting  it  from 
the  workfhop  of  the  fculptor  to  the  place  where  it  ftands,  notwithftanding  the  fliortnefs 
of  the  diftance,  was  6000  rix-dollars.  The  proportions  of  the  horfe  and  flatue  are 
precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  ftatue  of  Henry  IV.  now  thrown  down  at  Paris.  Its 
whole  weight  is  150  fchippundsf.  Behind  it,  below  the  ftatue,  a  large  trophy  is  to  be 
raifed,  on  which  the  bucklers  and  arms  of  the  different  people  conquered  by  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  are  to  be  ranged  ;  around  it  will  be  placed  medallions,  reprefenting  the  five 
principal  generals  of  this  Prince :  Banner,  Tertcnfon,  James  de  Langardie,  Horn,  and 
Saxe  Weimar.  They  are  finifhed  (the  whole  by  the  archbifhop\  except  the  ornaments 
below,  and  vihat  remains  to  be  fixed,  which  latter  are  by  Sergcll,  who  gave  the  defign, 
and  has  taken  upon  himfelf  its  completion.  Below  is  to  be  the  ftatue  of  Oxenftiern, 
dictating  the  life  of  the  King  to  hiflory,  which  altogether,  when  finifhed,  will  havea 

*  His  father  was  beheaded  in  1756,  on  account  of  being  a  chief  of  the  confpiracy  formed  in  favour  of 
the  King  :  the  fon  1  as  not  inherited  the  fentiments  of  his  father,  for  he  has  conllantly  afted  in  oppofition 
to  Guftavus  III.,  rotwithltanding  his  being  indebted  to  that  Monarch  for  liis  rccogiiiiioii  as  Hril  Count  in 
Sweden,  and  notwithllanding  the  exiftence  of  a  Brahe  depended  im  a  marktd  and  very  powerful  prote  ;Uon. 
Wliat  perhaps,  without  excufing  him,  may  render  him  Icfs  culpable,  is  the  affurance  ot  his  being  ruled  and 
perfuaded  by  his  wife  to  follow  a  line  of  condufl  no  ways  glorious  for  his  rcputalion  :  it  is  alfo  tit  we 
fhould  remark  here,  that  Madame  de  Brahc,  a  poor  provincial  gentlewoman,  dellincd  apparently  to  vegetate 
in  obfcurity,  has  to  thank  the  King  for  her  being  brought  to  court,  and  afterwards  married  to  the  firll 
noble  of  the  land.  On  this  fubjedl  wc  fhall  make  no  reflcdions,  leaving  to  the  reader  to  comment  on  fucJi 
conduft  as  he  will. 

f   Vide  table  of  weights,  25,500  lbs.  Englilli. 
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very  fine  efFeft.  The  ftatue,  as  il  is  at  prefenf,  is  not  void  of  grace  ;  it  appeared  to  us 
in  the  workfliop,  to  much  lefs  advantage.  It  feems  extraordinary,  that  the  fcarf  of 
Guftavus  Adolphus  fhould  hang  from  the  left  to  the  right ;  as  it  is  defigned  to  hide 
the  fword,  we  conceived  that  theobjeft  of  the  artift  was  not  effefted ;  the  pedeflal  is  of 
granite.  The  adventurers  who  have  fet  on  foot  the  manufafture  of  Dalicarlian  por- 
phyry, being  defirous  of  affording  it  a  confpicuous  difplay,  offered  to  undertake  it  at  the 
fame  price,  but  this  offer  was  not  accepted,  the  reafon  why  we  cannot  conceive,  as  it 
would  have  been  much  more  handfome ;  for  in  fliort,  as  to  quantity,  if  net  always  for 
beauty,  granite  in  Sweden  is  as  frequent  as  common  (tone  elfewhere. 

The  Arfenal.     It  formerly  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  North  place ;  at  prefent  it  is 
transferred  to  Fredericflioff,  at  the  park  gate,  where  the  Queen  Dowager  refided,  and 
where  thofe  noblemen  were  confined,  who  were  arrefted  by  the  King  during  the  diet  of 
1789.     The  building  has  twenty-nine  windows  in  front,  by  four  deep  ;  it  is  compofed 
of  two  wings,  forming  a  right  angle.     On  entering,  (the  fecond  ftory,)  you  find  a  hall 
in  which  the  Kings  of  Sweden  are  feen  on  horfeback  in  armour,  refembling  the  Kings 
of  England  in  the  fame  ftile,  in  the  tower  of  London  ;  the  helmet  of  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus, of  an  enormous  weight,  and  a  great  number  of  colours  taken  at  Narva  ;  in 
another  fmall  chamber  round  a  turning,  a  number  of  arms  formerly  ufed,  and  fome 
fmall  pieces  of  artillery,  with  which  Charles  XII.  amufed  himfelf  when  a  child.      A 
model  of  the  new  bayonet,  twenty-three  inches  long  *.  Others  not  fo  long,  fword-edged, 
for  the  dragoons  (the  mufquets  of  the  dragoons  are  four  feet  four  inches  in  length,  and 
weigh  eight  pounds).      Hats  and  cartridge  boxes.      A  fecond  hall,  furnifhed  with 
Saxon  colours  taken  by  Charles  XII, ,  together  with  fome  Ruffian.     A  third  hall  con- 
tains the  colours  taken  from  the  Ruffian  fleet  at  Fredericfham.  A  boat  built  by  Peter  iff. 
taken  on  its  paffage  from  Saardam.     In  a  fourth  hall,  colours  taken  by  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus, and  one  taken  from  the  Saxons  by  Charles  XII.'s  own  hand,  in  1703.     A  gene- 
ral's ftaff  of  the  Calraucks,  taken  by  Charles  XII.,  together  with  cymbals  and  drums. 
A  gallery  communicating  with  this  hall,  containing  all  the  infignia  neceffary  at  a  coro- 
nation ;  chairs,  furniture,  &c.     Dreffes  and  equipages  for  carroufals;  a  gilt  fledge,  pre- 
fented  by  Maria  Therefa.     At  each  extremity  are  three  fmall  apartments.     In  the  firft: 
are  portraits  of  Swediih  generals,  and  materials  requiftte  at  carroufals.     The  fecond  muf- 
quets, piftols,  poinards,  and  other  Angular  weapons  :  the  fword  of  Charles  XI. ;  that 
of  Charles  XII.,  not  too  heavy;  a  very  handfome  double  fufil,  prefented  to  Charles  XI. 
by  Louis  XIV.     The  third,  Turkilh  prefents  of  houfings  and  horfe  accoutrements;  the 
horfe  equipage  of  feveral  Kings,  enriched  with  pearls.     In  a  wardrobe,  the  gloves  worn 
by  Charles  XII.  when  he  was  fliot  t,  his  fafli,  (four  feet  four  inches  in  length),  his  plain 
hat:  the  fhot  was  received  juft  below  the  button.     A  coat  of  coarfe  blue  cloth,  with 
plain  copper  buttons.      A  very  fine  fhirt  without  ruffles,  ftained  with  blood  below  the 
collar.     A  pair  of  leather  breeches  with  ten  pockets.     A  blue  cloak,  three  feet  eight 
inches  long,  no  more  than  two  inches  longer  than  the  coat.     Very  fhort  boots.     The 
fourth  is  a  fmall  apartment,  containing  the  fhields  of  ancient  Kings,  and  arms  of  earlier 

*  Thefe  bayonets  will  be  efteemed  fomewhat  too  long ;  they  have  been  in  ufe  among  the  Swedes  only 
fince  the  laft  war.  The  piaftice  to  which  they  are  accuftomed,  of  charging  the  Ruffians  with  the  bayoret, 
(a  manauvte  in  which  they  have  almoft  conftantly  fucceeded,)  called  for  an  encreafe  of  the  length  of  this 

■weapon. 

+  We  vifitcd  this  arfenal  in  company  with  a  Ruffian  general,  whofe  grandfather  ferved  in  the  army  of 
Charles  XI  I.  Notwithftanding  lie  was  attached  to  a  different  power,  and  had  himfelf  recently  been  op- 
pofed  to  the  Swedes,  General  P— n  took  hold  of  Charles's  glove  and  kilTcd  it  with  refpeft,  obferving,  •'  I 
do  homage  to  the  memory  of  a  brave  man," 

times. 
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times.  The  fliirt  worn  by  Guftavus  Adolphus  when  wounded  in  the  neck  at  Defchau. 
The  breeches  he  wore  when  fliot  in  the  thigh  in  Pruflia,  with  feveral  parts  of  his  drefs. 
In  a  fifth,  ancient  arms  ;  the  ftufied  fkin  of  the  horfe  on  which  Guflavus  Adolphus 
rod  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen.  The  fucceeding  apartments  are  full  of  faddlcs  and  equi- 
pages for  carroufals  :  in  one  are  the  arms  of  the  different  provinces.  The  number  of 
colours  in  this  arfenal  is  immenfe  :  the  firfl;  ftory  is  a  counterpart  of  the  fecond  ;  here 
the  mufquets  are  kept,  apparently  to  us,  in  very  indifferent  order  :  as  we  faw  them  at 
the  conclufion  of  a  war,  there  were  confequently  very  few  of  them  new.  All  the 
apartments,  and  even  the  veftibules,  were  full  of  bales  of  cloth  for  the  foldiers. 

Note. — In  order  to  be  allowed  the  infpedion  of  this  part  of  the  arfenal,  permiffion 
muft  be  obtained  from  the  prefiding  general. 

Park  cf  Artillery.  The  place  in  which  it  is  kept  is  very  handfome,  enclofed  by  three 
fides  of  buildings  three  ftories  high  ;  a  fourth  fide  is  to  be  built  to  complete  the  fquare. 
The  great  pile  of  buildings  fronting  the  entrance,  contains  the  artillery  and  its  perti- 
nencies, fuch  as  carriages,  &c.  In  the  third  ftory  are  the  tents,  &c.  Of  the  two  other 
piles  of  building,  one  is  fet  apart  for  the  harnefs  of  horfes,  faddles,  bridles,  &c  ;  the 
other  ferves  for  workfhops.  In  the  court  are  kept  balls,  bombs,  mortars,  and  cannon 
without  carriages.  The  number  of  cannon  was  inconfiderable,  the  whole  of  the  batter- 
ing train  being  left  in  Finland.  Each  batallion  has  one  fix-pounder  and  two  three- 
pounders  when  they  take  the  field,  with  four  men  on  horfeback  to  each  fix-pounder, 
and  two  to  each  piece  of  three  pounds.  The  men  do  not  difmount  when  the  cannon  is 
fired,  but  merely  open  from  before  its  mouth.  The  quantity  of  powder  ufed  is  always 
equal  to  half  the  weight  of  the  ball ;  this  however  is  well  underftood  to  be  more  than 
fufHcient,  its  ftrength  being  fuch  as  to  make  three  eighths  enough  j  it  cofls  the  King 
lo  rix-doUars  the  cwt.  The  mufquets,  five  rix-dollars  \6  fkillings.  There  are  three 
manufadures  of  them,  Norkioeuping,Nortelje,  and  Soeuderhamn,  to  the  north  of  GeHe. 
We  faw  in  the  court  a  Polifh  cannon  of  brafs,  terminating  in  a  fquare,  it  appears  to 
have  burff,  and  been  tied  together  with  cords.  The  workmanfhip  of  it  is  fingular ;  it 
is  not  ufed.  There  are  twelve  companies  of  artillery  at  Stockholm,  confifling  of  nine 
hundred  and  fixty  men  ;  they  are  difperfed  over  the  town  in  fuch  manner,  that  the  of- 
ficers are  not  obliged  to  have  a  general  review  of  them  more  than  once  a  month.  There 
are  eight  artillerymen  to  each  tent,  but  no  more  than  fix  foot  foldiers,  however  their 
tents  are  fmaller.  In  order  to  fee  the  park,  you  muft  get  allowance  from  GeneraF  Sin- 
£lair,  the  commanding  officer. 

Pri/ofis.  I'hefe  are  three  in  number :  that  which  we  faw  in  the  north  fuburbs  is 
fmall ;  it  is  very  near  the  large  afylum  for  orphans.  The  crown  allows  two  ikillings 
daily  for  the  maintenance  of  each  prifoner.  The  prifons  are  built  of  brick,  and  are 
vaulted.  We  faw  fome  men  who  had  fetters  on  their  legs,  but  this  was  not  for  punifh- 
ment  but  fecurity's  fake  ;  they  take  an  airing  twice  daily.  Their  rooms  are  very  neat, 
we  entered  all  of  them,  and  particularly  one  in  which  were  two  men  under  capital 
charges  for  murder  and  forgery,  one  of  whom  had  already  been  fentenced ;  their  coun- 
tenance was  tranquil,  notwithftanding  their  apartment  was  the  condemned  hold.  The 
whole  guard  confifted  of  a  baggage-mafler  and  two  foldiers  *.  Thefe  prifons  have  not 
that  fhocking  appearance  which  prifons  almoft  generally  have.    The  greatefl  punifhment 

*  Upon  this  occafion,  we  could  but  refleft  on  the  difference  of  national  charafters.  In  France,  a  prifon 
no  better  guarded,  would  Inftantly  be  broke ;  with  us  both  an  internal  and  external  guard  are  necef- 
fary,  good  locks,  and  ftout  gratings.  In  fpite  even  of  thefe  precautions,  how  frequent  are  attempts  to 
efcape,  and  how  often  do  they  fucceed  !     This  is  not  the  only  opportunity  afforded  us  of  making  fimilar 

reflcclions. 
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in  the  prifon.  Is  keeping  the  ofFender  on  bread  and  water,  but  this  is  never  for  a  greater 
fpace  of  time  than  eight  and  twenty  days,  as  it  has  been  proved,  that  in  fo  cold  a  cli- 
mate, there  would  be  danger  of  culprits  perifiiing  in  cafe  of  longer  abftinence  from 
fubflantial  food,  a  matter  more  neceflary  in  the  North,  than  in  warm,  or  even  temperate 
climates. 

Chap.  Vll.—Hofpitals  and  Mad-Houfes. 

THE  hofpital  or  lazaretto  at  KongJl:>ohn,  is  capable  of  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fick,  forty-fix  of  which  are  maintained  gratuitoufly  ;   the  reft  pay  two  rix-dollars  per 
month,  and  fix  if  they  have  an  apartment  to  themfclves ;  when  we  faw  it  it  contained 
no  more  than  forty-nine  patients  ;  they  always  fleep  by  themfelves.     The  funds  of  the 
hofpital  are  no  more  than  40,000  rix-dollars  Rikfens  *  ;  the  fick  on  their  entrance  are 
clothed  in  the  linen  and  drefs  of  the  hofpital,  their  own  being  reftored  to  them  upon 
their  departure ;  their  linen  is  changed  every  week,  and  oftener  if  it  be  necelfary. 
There  is  a  principal  phyfician,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  diredor,  a  fecorid  phyfician,  and 
commonly  three  furgeons  ;  if  more  be  neceflary,  the  affiflance  of  the  young  ftudents  is 
called  for,  who  attend  the  hofpital  for  inftru£lion.    The  anatomical  theatre  is  at  Ridder- 
holm,  and  the  fchool  of  furgcry  in  the  South  ;  thus  do  thefe  eftablifliments  form  pre- 
cifely  a  triangle,  which  appears  to  us  a  poor  contrivance.   The  internal  maladies,  which 
are  moft  common,  are  inflammatory  fevers ;  there  are  many  cafes  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  and  hemorrhoidal  fiftulas:  thofe  afflicted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  are  below  in 
a  fpecies  of  cells,  the  men  fcarcely  feparated  from  the  women  ;  falivation  is  ftill  very 
frequently  ufed  here<    The  meat  in  the  hofpital  is  good,  the  bread  tolerable,  every 
thing  very  decent,  and  nothing  further ;  the  ufe  of  ventilators,  other  than  fans,  is 
unknown  to  them  ;  there  is  at  the  door  a  box,  in  which  it  is  cuftomary  to  drop  fome 
money. 

Lying-in  hofpital.     This  is  fituated  nigh  the  north  fquare,  in  a  private  houfe  ;  it  is  an 
eftablifhment  on  a  very  fmall  fcale,  which  has  yet  its  ufes,  and  which  polTibly  may  be  the 
caufe  of  a  larger  inftitution  of  the  fort  being  one  day  founded ;  indeed  many  Swedes  at 
Stockholm  are  ignorant  of  its  exiftence  j  and  fo  little  accuftomed  are  the  attendants  to 
the  vifits  of  foreigners,  that  we  were  obliged  to  negociate  a  long  time  before  we  could 
gain  admittance,  they  conceiving  that  wc   wiflied  to  throw  ridicule  on  the  inftitution. 
The  eftabliftiment  confifts  of  eighteen  beds  for  gratuitous  patients  in  three  chambers,  and 
two  for  women  unwilling  to  be  known,  and  who  are  not  fuffered  to  be  feen.     Thefe 
latter  pay  for  their  beds  4  rix-dollars  per  month,  and  maintain  themfelves.     The  King 
pays  3  copper  dollars  daily  for  each  woman  who  comes  to  lye-in  here ;  but  this  only 
for  nine  days,  at  the  termination  of  which  (he  niuft  leave  the  hofpital,  unlefs  ftie  be  toa 
weak,  in  which  cafe  fhe  is  kept  till  fhe  recovers  ftrength.     In  this  houfe  there  are  bora 
yearly  from  three  to  four  hundred  children.     The  bedfteads  are  of  iron,  with  a  fmall 
one  at  hand  for  the  infant,  two  feet  and  a  half  long  by  eighteen  inches  wide,   covered 
with  the  fame  (heets  and  blankets  as  the  larger.     If  a  nurfe  be  wanting,  ftie  is  engaged 
at  an  office  for  this  purpofe.     There  is  only  one  midwife  in  the  houfe,  whofe  falary  is 
50  rix-dollars :  the  country  women  come  hither  to  praftife,  and  pay  for  entrance  two 
rix-dollars  20  (killings  to  the  College  of  Phyfic,  remain  there  for  three  months  at  their 
own  expence,  and  on  their  departure  pay  for  their  diploma  a  rix-dollar  and  a  half. 
The  profeflbr  gives  two  leflbns  weekly,  and.  the  provoft  private  leflbns,  which  the  wo- 

*  Notes  which  lofe  about  iz  per  cent,  in  change  againft  fpecie. 
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men  pay  for  according  to  agreement  and  their  feveral  capacities.  The  lying-in  women 
have  three  meals  a-day.  This  eflabhfliment  fome  years  ago  was  on  the  firft  ftory ;  it  is 
now  kept  on  the  ground-floor,  which  is  not  fo  well,  as  it  is  more  liable  to  damp,  the  ef- 
iedts  of  which,  indeed,  we  were  able  to  diftinguifli. 

Spinhaus.  A  houfe  of  corredion  :  at  the  time  we  faw  it,  it  contained  one  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  women,  more  than  forty  of  which  were  Fins,  and  twenty-two  men, 
chiefly  children  or  lame  perfons.  Mofl  of  thefe  women  were  confined  for  theft,  feveral 
for  more  heinous  offences,  the  moft  common  of  which  is  child  murder  ;  in  fuch  cafe 
their  imprifonment  is  perpetual ;  the  unfortunate  wretches  guilty  of  this  crime  are  not 
allowed  admiliion  into  the  court,  but  to  make  amends  their  lodgings  are  better  and  more 
clean  than  the  others :  on  Chriftmas-day  they  are  treated  with  fiddles  at  the  King's 
expence,  which  is  the  only  recreation  they  enjoy  throughout  the  year.  Ever)'  one 
without  exception  is  obliged  to  fpin  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  wool  per  day  on  account 
of  the  houfe.  The  crown  allows  two  fkillings  *  per  day  for  their  food ;  fuch  as  are  con- 
fined for  fix  years,  or  longer,  or  for  life,  are  clothed  in  blue  every  three  years ;  the 
others  wear  their  cloaths  as  long  as  they  will  hang  together.  No  perfon  can  be  con- 
fined here  without  an  order  from  the  high  governor  or  the  police,  when  an  arrange- 
ment is  made  with  the  company  of  diredtors  refpeding  the  manner  in  which  the  party 
is  to  be  treated.  The  women  lay  two  together,  except  when  ill,  in  which  cafe  they  are 
kept  by  themfelves  in  a  feparate  building;  men,  v/oraen,  and  children  together;  the 
beds  are  all  on  one  fide  of  the  apartment,  and  the  fink  on  the  other,  near  the  windows, 
which  in  fome  degree  contributes  to  the  bad  fmell ;  the  beds  are  bad.  There  are  but 
three  men  to  guard  this  houfe ;  in  order  to  reach  it  you  pafs  a  fmall  lake,  which  com- 
municates with  the  larger  one^  over  a  bridge,  whence  you  have  a  charming  flant  view 
of  the  city.  The  chapel  belonging  to  the  houfe  is  a  tolerably  handfome  building  ;  the 
foundry  of  Mr.  Afplund,  which  we  fhall  defcribe,  is  oppofite. 

Dannivikcn.  A  mad-houfe  is  fituated  in  a  pleafant  pofition  on  the  fea-fliore,  towards 
the  fouth ;  it  contained,  when  we  were  there,  fifty-two  perfons ;  more  women  than 
men.  On  placing  a  madman  in  this  houfe,  you  pay  a  plottef  weekly.  On  one  fide  of 
this  building  is  a  houfe  capable  of  receiving  a  hundred  perfons,  men  as  well  as  women ; 
upon  payment  of  50  rix-dollars|,  a  man  rendered  incapable  of  work,  or  an  idiot,  is  ad- 
mitted and  maintained  for  life;  an  old  man  pad  labour  is  received  there  for  16  rix- 
dollars,  and  occafionally  for  nothing.  In  the  morning  they  have  a  pound  of  bread, 
beer,  foup,  and  meat.  In  the  evening  bread  and  gruel  with  milk.  From  this  houfe 
there  is  a  charming  profpeft  of  the  fea. 

Widoivs  of  citizens.  The  afylum  for  citizens'  widows  is  the  moft  remarkable  of  any 
of  this  defcription  at  Stockholm  ;  it  is  imitated  no  where  to  our  knowledge,  however 
deferving  of  imitation ;  you  enter  by  an  iron  gate  from  the  ftreet  into  a  fmall  court, 
almoft  fquare,  with  a  raifed  footway :  it  contains  fixty  two  women,  which  number  is 
never  exceeded ;  upon  a  vacancy  occurring,  whether  by  death,  or  inheritance  of  pro- 
perty, thofe  who  replace  fuch  as  go  out,  enter  either  at  Eafter  or  in  Odober,  Maflers 
in  different  trades  and  profeflions  pay  annually  a  certain  fum,  and  their  widows  alone  are 
admitted ;  it  is  requifite  they  fliould  be  fifty  years  of  age ;  on  their  admiifion  they  may 
bring  with  them  whatever  they  will  for  the  encreafe  of  their  comfort  and  accommoda- 
tion, but  at  their  death,  whatever  they  bring  belongs  to  the  houfe.  They  are  obliged 
to  clothe  themfelves  and  bring  furniture  for  their  bed  ;  they  pay  nothing  on  entrance, 
have  three  meals  a-day,  two  plates  at  dinner,  and  as  many  at  fupper.     They  each  have 

•  About  two-pence  halfpenny  fterling.  f  is.  7d- fteiling.  +  AUout  ul.  ftcrlin^. 
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a  bed  to  thenifelves ;  the  fooms  are  very  decent,  and  the  widows  appeared  to  us  well 
contented  with  their  lot  and  the  treatment  of  the  houfe,  a  pecuUarity  we  never  met  with 
any  where  but  in  this  eftablifhment ;  they  have  four  large  wafhes  annually ;  they  are  not 
feparated  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  except  when  contagious.  The  afylum  has  ten  admi- 
niftrators,  whofe  fandions  are  for  life ;  they  are  either  merchants  or  opulent  tradef- 
men. 

Afylum  for  the  orphans  of  free-mafons,  near  the  north  place  fquare.  This  has  been 
founded  about  thirty  years  j  occafionally  it  has  contained  five  hundred  children,  and 
fometimes  more  ;  wh^n  we  faw  it  there  were  no  more  than  four  hundred  and  ninety, 
fifty-five  of  which  only  in  the  houfe  itfelf,  the  reft  being  in  the  country  :  thofe  in  the 
houfe  are  at  an  expence  of  three  copper  dollars  a  week,  and  are  cloathed  twice  in  the 
year ;  ordinarily  they  quit  the  afylum  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  are  bound  to  trades. 
Before  the  war  the  children  were  admitted  gratis,  but  novi^  (in  confequence  of  the  addi- 
tional charge  it  has  occafioned)  25  rix-doUars  are  paid  on  entrance.  Children  of  both 
fexes  are  received,  but  muft  not  be  more  than  one  year  old.  They  are  diftinguiflied  by 
marks  the  fame  as  in  Foundfing  hofpitals.  They  lay  two  together ;  their  bedfteads  are 
of  wood.  The  only  employment  taught  in  this  houfe  is  to  knit  tricotu  :  the  chambers 
are  neat ;  the  children  have  a  change  of  linen  once  a  week,  the  fhirt  they  fleep  in  being 
different  to  that  they  wear  by  day  :  in  feveral  rooms  there  was  a  difagreeable  fmell,  not- 
withftanding  they  had  ventilators,  their  number  being  too  fmall.  The  cliildren  have 
four  meals  per  day,  two  plates  at  dinner  :  they  are  allowed  as  much  beer  as  they  can 
drink,  and  have  no  fait  meats.  The  houfe  is  but  one  ftory  high,  and  has  a  very  pretty 
court  in  front.  In  the  fchool  room  are  lifts  of  donations.  This  houfe  has  nine  di- 
reftors,  named  by  the  auxiliary  lodge  of  St.  John,  the  moft  ancient  in  the  country  ; 
that  is  to  fay  they  fele<3:  one  out  of  three  perfons  recommended  by  the  other  diredlors. 
The  expence  of  this  eftabliftiment  is  annually  from  7  to  8,000  rix-dollars.  Formerly 
there  was  an  arrangement  between  this  and  the  grand  afylum  for  orphans,  hereafter  to 
be  mentioned,  which  was  ufed  to  fend  to  the  other  the  children  it  knew  not  what  to  do 
with,  as  poflefling  greater  facility  of  difpofing  of  them. 

The  grand  afylu?n  for  orphatis.  This  is  fituated  in  Oueen-ftreet,  has  a  large  court, 
furrounded  by  irregular  buildings.  It  maintains  two  thoufand  two  hundred  children,  . 
of  which  forty  to  fifty  and  not  more  than  eighty  are  in  the  houfe.  They  are  received 
at  every  p'eriod  of  age,  without  regard  to  whence  they  come  :  for  urgent  cafes  there  is 
a  wct-nurfe  or  two  ;  otherwife  they  are  carried  to  the  office,  where  the  children  are  put 
cut  to  them  at  the  rate  of  fix  copper  dollars  per  month.  Such  as  are  kept  in  the  houfe 
are  equally  well  attended,  and  furnifhed  with  food  in  addition  to  the  breaft.  The  chil- 
dren do  not  remain  above  twelve  months  with  the  nurfe,  after  which  they  are  placed 
with  farmers  in  the  country  at  fix  rix-dollars  per  annum  :  this  arrangement  is  followed 
with  one  thoufand  of  the  children,  the  other  one  thoufand  two  hundred  are  placed  in 
houfes  in  the  city,  at  fix  rix-dollars  per  annum  :  the  utmoft  ceconomy  is  ufed.  Great 
numbers  remain  with  their  relations,  who  on  account  of  their  being  poor  receive  half 
a  rix-doUar  monthly.  When  the  children  are  firft  fent  to  farmers  in  the  country  they 
are  cloathed,  but  this  only  once :  they  are  not  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  efta- 
blifliment  after  they  become  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  farmers  may  however,  if  they 
pleafe,  keep  them  until  eighteen,  but  they  no  longer  are  paid  the  fix  rix-dollars  ;  all 
they  obtain  is  an  exemption  for  three  years,  that  is  from  their  becoming  fifteen  to  eigh- 
teen, from  the  impoft  they  would  have  to  pay  for  them  ;  and  an  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  children  to  remain  fo  long  with  them.  The  farmers  are  overlooked  to  fee  that 
they  take  proper  care  of  the  children,  who  have  a  mark  given  them  which  their  parents 

at  are 


forTia's  Travels  in  Sweden. 


431 


are  obliged  to  bring  back  in  cafe  of  death.  If  this  mark  fhould  be  loft  on  vifuing  the 
child,  he  is  erafed  from  the  lift,  and  the  parents  no  longer  receive  the  fix  rix-dollars. 
On  one  fide  of  mark  is  a  No.  in  Roman  characters ;  on  the  reverfe  a  crown  :  it  is  a 
fmall  piece  of  lead,  like  a  Aug,  which  cannot  be  fpoilcd  but  by  cutting.  The  funds  of 
this  inllitution  are,  i.  three  thoufand  tons  of  wheat,  furniftied  by  the  crown,  equivalent, 
co?nmiinibns  an?tis,  to  9000  rix-dollars.  2.  By  legacies  of  individuals,  and  oeconomy,  a 
capital  has  been  raifed  of  from  50  to  60,000  rix-dollars.  3.  The  College  of  Juftice, 
which  receives  in  depofit  the  property  of  the  miners,  paying  no  more  than  4k  per  cent., 
and  making  a  far  greater  profit,  is  obliged  to  pay  over  to  this  inftitution  a  proportion  of 
its  fupplies,  which  feldom  amounts  to  lefs  than  3000  dollars  per  annum.  All  thefe,  ad- 
deed  to  voluntary  contributions,  form  an  annual  revenue  of  about  20,000  rix-dollars. 
TheKing  has  delegated  the  fuperintendance  of  this  eftabliftiment  to  the  High  Governor  of 
Stockholm,  who  appoints  three  councillors  of  the  city  as  directors.  The  have  no  ho- 
norary managers. 

T/je  Hofpital  of  Sabbatfberg,  at  Kongfliolm,  near  to  mineral  waters  for  poor  and  in- 
firm old  women,  is  in  a  ftate  of  great  negleft. 

It  will  be  feen  that  fomething  further  is  defirable  on  all  thefe  eftabliftiments ;  but  it 
is  well  known  that  good  is  done  but  by  flow  degrees  ;  there  has  been  great  improve- 
ments of  late  years,  and  every  thing  tends  to  fatisfy  the  mind  that  objefts  of  fuch  im- 
portance will  not  continue  difregarded  :  the  poverty  of  the  country  is  in  oppofition  to 
a  rapid  progrefs,  or  at  leaft  one  fo  rapid  as  humanity  requires  ;  and  if  the  government 
does  all  it  can,  no  one  can  complain. 


Chap.  VIII. — ManufaElories  and  Mmmfa£lures.  —  Merchants.  —  Workmen. 

Swedifh  manufaftures  are  yet  very  wide  of  perfe£lion ;  the  workmen  are  negligent, 
idle,  and  void  of  emulation ;  they  fometimes  begin  their  week's  labour  on  Wednesday, 
and  never  before  Tuefday,  or  if  they  go  to  their  workfliops,  it  is  but  to  fleep  over  yef- 
terday's  debauch.  This,  however,  does  not  prevent  their  infifting  on  high  wages  ;  the 
more  they  gain,  the  more  they  drink,  and  the  V7ant  of  money  alone  can  make  them  re- 
fume  their  occupation. 

Glafs  Houfe.  The  glafs-houfe  is  fituated  at  Kongftiolm,  and  belongs  to  a  fubfcription;  it 
is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.Lindblom :  glafs  ware  of  all  defcriptions  is  made  here,  drink- 
ing glafles,  decanters,  and  fome  few  bottles.     The  pot-afh  is  produced  in  Scania,  the 
flint  is  from  Pomerania  (it  is  16  {killings  the  ton) ;  the  mineral  fait  from  Tripoli ;  the 
Soda  from  Spain.     The  glafs  is  fold  by  weight ;  the  cleareft  at   16  {killings  per  pound. 
The  only  wood  ufed  in  the  furnace  is  pine  and  fir,  which  coft  from  one  to  two  rix-dol- 
lars the  cord,  according  as  the  winter  may  happen  to  be  for  cold  :  its  annual  confump- 
tion  is  fix  hundred  cords  ;  this  meafure  is  fix  feet  broad,  as  many  deep,  and  only  three 
feet  long,  which  is  the  length  of  the  billets.     This  manufaftory  has  but  one  furnace  in 
conftant  work ;  it  lafts  at  moft  but  two  or  three  years  :  within  it  is  conftrufted  of  hewn 
ftone,    from  the  ifland  of  CEland,  which  tends  to  fave  the  wood,  without,  it  is  cafed 
■with  brick,  'and  cofts  for  its  conftrudion  about  200  rix-dollars.     It  requires  three  or 
four  days  to  heat  it ;  nine  hours,  at  three  expofures,  to  calcine  flint,  which,  at  each  fe- 
veral  time  of  its  being  withdrawn,  is  plunged  into  cold  water.     It  takes  five  or  fix  days 
to  melt  the  white  glafs  in  the  furnace ;  other  glafs  lefs  time  according  to  its  having  more 
or  lefs  colour.  It  requires  three  hours  to  liquify  the  foda.    The  clay  of  which  the  moulds 
are  made  comes  from  Cologne :  it  is  half  burned,  and  half  unburned,  mixed ;  thefe 
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:Tioulds  \x'ill  lad  for  four,  five,  nay  even  fix  months.  The  price  at  prefent  is  from  fivx? 
to  fix  {killings  the  piece,  of  fifteen  pounds  weight ;  each  furnace  has  fix  moulds,  one 
at  each  opening  :  they  are  twenty-five  inches  in  diameter,  fixteen  deep,  and  two  and  a 
half  thick  :  they  require  to  dry  for  a  year  in  the  open  air,  and  afterwards  for  fome  days 
in  an  oven  before  they  can  be  ufed.  The  flones  with  which  the  glafs  is  poliflied,  comes 
from  theifland  of  Gothland,  and  fometimes  from  Dalecarlia.  1  he  number  of  work- 
men is  above  thirty,  fo  many  being  employed  on  drinking-glaffc-s  ;  their  pay  is  eight 
Ikillings  per  day.  The  annual  amount  of  fale  of  its  manufactured  articles,  is  from  50 
to  6d,ooo  rixdollars. 

Foundry  of  Mr.  Afplund.  This  foundry  is  fituated  oppofite  to  the  Spinhaus,   on  the 
other  fide  of  the  lake,  it  is  very  handfoine,  and  very  compleat.     Mr.  Afplund  engages 
to  execute  any  orders  committed  to  his  care.     He  makes  ufe  of  no  other  iron  than  fuch 
as  has  been  once  before  call.     The  furnaces,   of  v^hich  there  are  three,    are  of  brick, 
made  by  the  proprietor;    he  ufed  formerly  to  import  bricks  from  England  ;  but  they 
,coft  him  a  dollar  per  hundred  nearly,  and  his  annual  confumption  was  fifteen  thoufand. 
At  prefent  he  has  managed  by  grinding  the  bricks  of  which  the  former  furnaces  were 
compofed,  and  had  been  thrown  afide  as  ufelefs,  and  mixing  the  powder  with  earth  from 
Germany,  to  make  very  good  ones,  more  lafling  than  the  firft  ;    by  this  means  he  is 
no  longer  under  neceffity  of  importing  more  than  about  a  thoufand  every  three  years. 
His  furnaces  lafl  for  about  four  months,  melting  in  them  two  or  three  times  a  day. 
£ach  fufion  confifts  of  from  three  to  eight  fchippunds  of  iron.     The  iron  fufes  in  about 
an   hour.     He  works   up  annually  one  thoufand  five  hundred  fchippunds.     None  but 
mine  coal  from  England  is  ufed,  which  cods  9  rix-dollars,  18  ikillings  per  lafl: ;  his  an- 
nual confumption  is  two  hundred  lafl.     When  the  objedt  to  be  caft  is  of  fmall  fize,  the 
metal  in  fufion  is  carried  in  ladles  to  the  moulds;   when  of  confiderable  fize  the  metal 
is  conducted  to  ihe  mould  through  a  hole  made  in  the  furnace.     When  pans  or  other 
articles  are  caft,  they  are  fmoothed,  and  the  work  is  finifiied.     If  there  fhould  chance  to 
be  a  hole  or  any  confiderable  defed  in  the  work,  it  is  then  broken.     A  hollow  column 
of  iron,  thirty-four  feet  high,  without  the  bafe  or  capital,  an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  would 
cofk  ID  rix-dollars  the  fchippund,  and  would  weigh  1 15  fchippunds  ;    a  Corinthian  ca- 
pital would  coft  two  hundred  rix-dollars,  the  whole  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
rix-dollars.     Mr.  Afplund  has  commenced  a  manufacture  of  fteel,  on  which  he  already 
.employs  more  than  a  fcore  of  workmen.     We  faw  fome  very  pretty  buttons  there,  of 
muth  better  polifli  than  thofe  of  the  mannfadture  of  Elvius,  but  he  is  refolved  on  felling 
none  until  he  (hall  have  a  confiderable  aflbrtment  finifhed.     Sixty  men,  altogether,  are 
employed  in  this  manufactory,  (exclufive  of  thofe  in  the  (teel  works,)  foity  of  which, 
or  thereabout,  are  at  the  furnace;   according  to  the  work  they  do,    they  earn  from  i6 
to  20,  and  even  30  fkillings  a  day,  at  leafl;  four  copper  dollars. 

Mr.  Ekerman^-d.  mailer  weaver  at  Kongfholm,  has  difcovered,  he  fays,  the  fecret  of 
twifl:ing  and  [pinning,  at  the  fame  time,  thread  and  filk  together,  which  renders  the 
whole  not  only  flronger,  but  the  operation  much  more  eafy  :  he  readily  fhewed  us  the 
•work  itfelf,  but  not  the  machinery  he  employed  ;  and  in  order  that  none  may  difcover 
it,  he  employs  no  workmen ;  after  this  the  public  mufl  form  what  opinion  it  pleafes  of 
the  merit  of  the  difcovery. 

The  Jleel-works  are  in  the  north  fuburbs,  and  belong  to  Mr.  Elviiu.  This  is  a  new 
eftablifhment,  at  which  but  little  is  manufactured  of  much  importance.  The  fituation 
even  is  bad  enough,  and  ought  to  be  changed.  The  proprietor  complains  greatly  of  his 
work  people,  who,  fo  foon  as  they  get  a  little  money,  never  come  back  again  until  the 
whole  is  expended  :  and  after  acquiring  a  little  information,  they  feel  dilp  jfed  to  leave 
6t  Wm, 
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him,  exposing  to  get  more  with  feme  other  mafler:  they  are  paid, by  the  talk.  At  this 
manufa£tory  we  met  with  neither  handfome  workmanfliip  nor  magazine ;  much  is 
yet  to  be  done  ere  it  become  of  any  confideration.  However  Mr.  Eivius  has  a  fund  of 
hope. 

The  fo  called  Porcelaine  nmnufa^lory,  is  a  very  indifferent  manufa£l:ory  of  ware,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  called  Delf,  and  fituated  at  Kongftiolm.  The  warehoufe  makes  a  very  pretty 
figure  indeed  :  a  complete  fervice  for  a  dozen,  in  this  ware,  in  the  Englifli  talle  colts 
from  30  to  40  rix-dollars.  The  manufaclory  occupies  a  confiderable  extent :  part  of 
the  clay  comes  from  Upfal,  and  feveral  pieces  even  receive  their  firft  burning  there  ; 
they  ufe  likewife  clay  brought  from  France  and  England.  The  number  of  workmen 
employed  is  twenty-four,  feven  of  which  are  painters,  and  four  turners. 

Cloth  vianiifa£lory.  We  faw  that  of  Mr.  Hcbbe  adjoining  the  Danmviken.  This  is 
not  the  mofl  confiderable,  Mr.  Bark'ins  having  more  than  forty  looms,  Mr.  Hebbi  no 
more  than  thirteen ;  each  of  which  produces  annually  fixteen  pieces  of  cloth,  from 
eighty  to  ninety  ells  in  length.  The  deareft  cloth  they  manufadure  is  blue  ;  it  cofts  3 
dollars  the  ell;  fine  cloth,  in  other  colours,  from  2  dollars,  15  fldllings,  to  8  plotts  ; 
common  cloth  from  4I  plotts  to  7  ;  ftriped  woollen  cloth  from  7  \  plotts  to  !^ ;  foldiers 
cloth  40  to  42  {killings :  the  credit  three  months.  In  every  manufactory  there  is  a  cer- 
tain number  of  looms  ufed  for  making  of  cloth  for  the  troops  on  account  of  the  crown : 
the  cloth  is  dyed  on  the  premifes.  Thofe  employed  in  winding  and  twifting  in  the 
manufaflory  earn  at  raoft  but  5  or  6  plotts  in  a  week,  working  very  hard :  the  fpinners 
earn  a  great  deal,  in  gaining  a  plott.  All  hands  counted,  three  hundred  perfons  find  em- 
ployment here.  The  fine  cloths  are  fometimes  eleven  quarters  wide,  but  the  common 
breadth  is  nine  quarters.  The  wool  is  imported  from  Poland  and  Holland  ;  it  colls 
five  dollars  the  lilpund,  and  lofes  1 5  per  cent,  in  walhing.  Spanilh  wool,  according  to 
the  current  price,  (1791,)  cofts  from  22  to  24  copper-dollars,  and  lofes  16  to  2d  per 
cent,  on  account  of  its  being  more  carefully  waflied.  The  wool  of  the  country  is  at 
24,  28,  and  32  (killings. 

Manufa6lory  of  Colours.  For  a  long  time  the  Englifh  carried  on  a  confiderable  traf- 
fic for  moffes,  at  Gottenburgh,  produced  in  abundance  in  that  part  of  Sweden :  people 
were  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  uie  they  could  be  put  to  ;  at  length  it  was  difcovcred,  that 
they  extraded  from  them  colours  for  dyeing :  the  Count  de  Ruuth,  then  minifter  of 
finance,  refolved  on  fupplanting  the  Englifli  in  this  commerce,  and  enriching  his  own 
country  by  the  acquifition  :  he  in  confequence  induced  the  King  to  make  experiments, 
which  ended  in  the  foundation  of  the  eftablifhment  in  queftion,  entirely  upon  the  royal 
account.  The  greateft  part  of  the  mofs  called  lichen  Tart  areas,  comes  from  Marftrand 
and  its  environs  :  when  dry,  it  is  put  under  a  large  wheel  with  ftone  edges,  after  hav- 
ing been  ground  by  it  into  tolerably  fmall  dull,  it  is  thrown  into  large  wooden  tubs, 
with  lime,  urine,  and  other  ingredients  which  remain  a  fecret.  The  mixture  remains 
in  thefe  for  fix  months,  during  which  it  is  ftirred  every  day  ;  by  degrees  it  thickens, 
the  watery  particles  evaporate,  and  it  becomes  at  firft  thick  as  mud,  and  afterwards  of 
the  confiftence  of  the  marie  of  grapes ;  as  foon  as  arrived  to  this  ftate,  it  is  cut  into 
fmall  pieces,  and  expofed  to  dry  in  a  large  covered  apartment.  When  dried  and  har- 
dened, it  is  pounded  in  mortars,  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder,  and  packed  in  calks. 
It  is  not  intended  that  the  fale  of  it  fliall  begin  until  150,000  pounds  weight  fliall  have 
been  prepared.  It  is  reckoned,  it  will  obtain  five  rix-dollars  26  (killings  the  lifpund 
(eighteen  and  a  half  pounds  Englifli).  A  number  of  experiments  have  been  made  with 
it  on  woollen  cl6th$,  which  have  perfectly  fucceeded :  the  fineft  colours  yet  extraded 
are  a  violet,  a  flaxen  grey,  (gris  de  lin,)  and  a  plumb  colour  (prune  de  Monfieur). 
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This  manufaftory  employs  no  more  than  five  or  fix  hands.  The  warehoufe  is  very  exten- 
five.  There  are  a  confiderable  number  of  tubs,  and  an  immenfe  flock  of  urine.  The 
mofs  is  ftirred  about  in  the  tubs  with  large  (licks,  formed  at  the  end  in  fhape  of  an  oar. 
When  we  faw  this  manufactory,  perminion  from  Count  Ruuth  was  requifite  ;  but  the 
fecret  afluredly  cannot  long  remain  fuch. 

Manufactory  of  Silk  Stockings,  and  price  of  Sitks.  M.  Maezre,  a  Frenchman,  has 
a  manufaftory  of  filk  {lockings,  with  but  four  and  twenty  looms  :  could  he  find  work- 
men, he  might  employ  more  ;  thofe  he  has  ought  to  make  a  pair  of  (lockings  daily,  but 
never  do  fo  ;  they  are  paid  a  plott  per  pair  for  the  coarfefl  (lockings,  and  for  the  fined, 
as  nmch  as  36  (killings.  M.  Mazere  manufactures,  fix  dozen  pairs  weekly  :  he  is  in 
polTefTion  of  two  looms,  newly  invented  in  France,  much  leh  complicated  than  others, 
and  cspable  of  making  two  pairs  per  day.  One  pound  of  filk  is  fufficient  at  lead  for 
five  pair.  Silk  lofes  from  28  to  30  per  cent,  in  the  fpinning,  dyeing,  &c.  He  imports 
his  filk  from  different  places.  All  the  other  manufaftories  receive  theirs  from  Burfa, 
modly  through  Marfeilles,  whither  it  is  brought  from  the  Levant.  The  charges  on  it 
are  five  per  cent,  infurance,  and  three  per  cent,  freight  and  commifTion,  in  the  whole 
about  eight  per  cent.  Thefe  are  the  only  filks  allowed  to  be  exported  from  France. 
Their  cod  at  Marfeilles  is  from  13  to  15  livres,  this  year,  1791,  17  livres.  The  filk 
employed  in  the  manufa£ture  of  duds,  handkerchiefs,  and  ribbons,  is  partly  organized 
and  partly  thrown,  brought  for  the  mod  part  from  Bazano,  fome  little  from  Leghorn. 
The  manufadurers  of  gauzes  employ  organized  and  thrown  filk  in  their  black  gauze, 
but  China  filk  alone  for  their  coloured  gauze;  they  receive  it  from  Gottenburg,  whither 
it  is  brought  by  the  velfels  of  the  Ead  India  Company.  Commonly  the  thrown  filk  of 
Bazano  and  Leghorn,  cod  at  Hambro'  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  rix-dollars  banco. 
The  organized  from  four  to  five,  and  raw  filk  from  three  to  four,  according  to  quality. 
China  filk  cods  ufually  at  Stockholm  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  rix-dollars  in  fpecie,. 
according  to  the  feafons  abroad,  and  the  quantity  brought  by  the  Company.  In  1791, 
it  cod  four  and  a  half  rix-dollars.  The  filks  which  come  from  Hambro',  are  expedited 
by  way  of  Wifmar,  at  an  expence  of  five  per  cent,  for  freight,  infurance,  and  commif- 
fion.  The  courfe  of  exchange  between  Stockholm  and  Hambro',  before  the  creation 
of  Rihfens  notes,  was  from  44  to  47  (killings  per  rix-dollar  banco  of  Hambro'.  Atpre- 
fent  paying  in  riks  gold,  it  is  54  (killings  and  10  per  cent.  agio.  The  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  filk  dockings,  is  2 1  dollars  per  dozen :  filk  dufts  pay  1 2|  per  cent,  all  other 
filk  manufaGures  are  prohibited.  If  the  King  or  his  niiniders  by  licenfe  import  any  of 
thefe  articles,  they  pay  75  per  100  duty. 

The  ManifaElorj  of  Mr.  Appelquijl.  Mr.  Appelquid  is  a  (kilful  mechanid,  po(re(red 
of  a  very  fine  edablifliment  at  Kongfholm  :  he  manufactures  in  iron,  deel,  copper,  and 
■wood,  and  undertakes  any  orders  in  thefe  articles  that  are  given  to  him.  His  warehoufe 
is  very  handfome,  and  all  its  contents  appeared  to  us  of  excellent  workmanfhip.  You 
might  here  conceive  yourfelf  even  in  an  Englilh  warehoufe  of  the  fird  confideration : 
this  artid  has  travelled  to  England  twice,  and  fojourned  eight  years  in  that  country. 
From  his  warehoufe  we  went  into  his  joiner's  (hop,  and  a  large  apartment  containing 
ten  benches,  a  lath,  and  a  furnace.  Here  it  is  where  any  delicate  works  in  iron,  deel, 
or  copper,  are  manufactured.  On  the  ground  floor  is  a  forge,  with  eight  anvils,  and  a 
machine  for  boring  cannon  :  another  forge  with  a  large  furnace,  aCled  upon  by  three 
pair  of  bellows,  and  four  anvils.  The  cannon  foundry  joins  the  forge.  It  contains 
two  reverberating  furnaces  ;  in  the  next  room  there  is  a  furnace,  a  lath,  a  large  anvil, 
and  two  fmaller.  Cannon  are  founded  here  of  a  new  defcription,  they  are  of  two 
pieces  j  the  breech  of  the  cannon  being  made  to  take  off  whea  charged,  and  put  on 
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again ;  it  is  faftened  by  a  very  flrong  bar,  which  paffes  through  a  hole  bored  through 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  piece.  An  iron  handle  ferves  to  work  this  part  of  the  cannon 
with  facility,  a  fingle  man  fufficing  ;  this  method  is  however  pradicable  only  with  fmall 
pieces.  -  Nothing  of  any  defcription  has  hitherto  been  exported  from  this  manufadory ; 
every  thing  is  extremely  dear;  it  employs  no  more  than  forty  workmen,  who  earn  a 
plott  per  diem. 

There  are  nine  fugar  refineries  here,  one  of  four  boilers,  the  others  of  but  two  or 
three. 

We  have  before  obferved  that  labour  is  very  dear  at  Stockholm ;  tradefmen  are 
confequently  obliged  to  fell  in  proportion.  Generally  fpeaking  their  work  is  well 
done,  lefs  fo  however  than  in  France ;  and  oftentimes  you  are  obliged  to  wait  a  long 
time  for  what  you  order.  Frequently  the  workmen  exaft  part  payment  in  advance, 
and  afterwards  furnifli  their  job  at  leifure  ;  this  may  appear  a  hardihip,  but  it  is  una- 
voidable. They  never,  however,  deny  the  receipt  of  the  money  advanced,  nor  was  it 
ever  known  here  that  a  tradefman  changed  the  goods  you  have  bargained  for  to 
fubftitute  inferior,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  a  ftate,  the  neighbour  of  Sweden. 

In  almoft  all  trades,  the  journeymen  have  a  box  to  which  they  monthly  fubfcribe  a 
certain  fum.  From  this  box,  when  ill  and  unable  to  work,  they  are  paid  24  fkilHngs 
Vv'eekly,  and  in  cafe  of  death  their  friends  receive  20  rix-dollars  for  their  interment*. 

There  were  in  Stockholm,  in  1790,  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  manufaftories  of  filk, 
cotton,  wool,  thread,  iron,  and  fteel,  which  gave  employment  to  eleven  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  mafters,  and  journeymen,  and  furnilhed  goods  to  the  value  of 
1,200,000  rix-dollars. 

Chap.  IX. — Different  Orders  of  Sweden. — Ceremony  of  i^fth  February  1791. 

IN  Sweden  there  are  four  orders,  one  of  which  open  to  civil  and  military  characters, 
one  purely  military,  and  two  to  civil  alone. 

Fejlival  of  the  order  of  the  Seraplmn.  On  the  28th  April  (1791)  the  minifters  and 
foreigners  went  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  the  apartment  of  the  Marfhal  of 
the  court,  to  breakfaft.  The  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  coming  to  inform  us  that  we 
might  attend  the  lever  of  the  King,  we  crofled  the  court  of  the  caftle  with  the  diplo- 
matic body,  without  any  attention  to  ceremony.  We  paffed  through  two  ranks  of  fol- 
diers  on  carpeting,  to  the  ftaircafe  which  leads  to  His  Majefly's  chamber.  As  we  en- 
tered the  room,  we  were  ftruck  by  the  various  ceremonial  drefles  worn  on  that  day  ; 
each  order  wearing  one  peculiar  to  itfelf :  the  Swedes  prefent  not  belonging  to  any  of 
the  orders,  were  either  full  dreft,  or  in  uniform  ;  of  the  latter  but  few.  The  drefs  of 
the  Order  of  the  Seraphim  is  white  with  black  ftripes,  the  fhoes  black  and  white,  a  round 
hat,  covered  with  a  white  plume  of  feathers.  (The  King  alone  was  drefl  in  cloth  of 
filver.)  The  drefs  of  the  Order  of  the  Sword  is  of  fky-blue,  and  dilfers  immaterially 
from  the  court  drefs,  which  is  ftriped  with  white  filk.  The  drefs  of  the  Order  of  the 
Polar  Star  is  crimfon,  with  white  ftripes.  All  the  drefles  are  fhaped  after  the  national 
cut,  and  their  diverfity  has  a  Angular  and  very  pleafing  effed ;  the  blue  colour  alone 

_*  Is  it  not  ridiculous  that  20  rix-dollars  fliould  be  expended  for  the  burial  of  a  workman  ;  would  not 
this  fum  be  infinitely  better  difpofed  of  if  given  to  his  family  ?  The  Swedes  indeed  are  bigotted  to  fplendid 
funerals,  and  every  one  muft  have  his  whim  !  Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  curious  than  their  coffin 
(hope;  fome  of  them  are  gilt,  fome  carved  or  painted  :  a  fpeaator  i«  Otic  of  thcfe,  would,  in  fhort,  conceive 
liirafeU'  rather  in  a  furniture  warehoufe  than  an  undertaker's  fliop.     ' 
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being  rather  too  gay  for  the  Commanders  and  Grand  Crofles  of  the  Sword,  who  can- 
not be  young  people.  The  coat,  waiftcoat,  breeches,  and  cloak,  are  feverally  of  ihe 
fame  colour  in  each  of  the  orders :  all  the  knights  wear  white  ftockings,  with  white 
rofes  in  their  fhoes.  The  Prince  Royal  alone  wore  a  coat  of  cloth  of  gold,  on  account 
of  his  not  having  yet  been  inverted  with  the  Sword.  The  levee  being  ended,  we  re- 
paired to  a  gallery  in  the  chapel,  fet  apart  for  minifters  and  foreigners  who  had  been- 
prefented  at  court.  The  King  entered  in  all  the  luxury  of  royal  pomp,  announced  by 
mufic,  and  feated  himfelf  in  a  filver  chair,  beneath  a  canopy  fronting  the  church.  (This 
ceremony  ought  to  have  taken  place  in  the  church  of  Redderholm,  but  the  King  pre- 
fers the  chapel  of  the  caflle,  as  being  more  near  and  more  convenient.)  On  the  left, 
beneath  a  canopy,  were  three  chairs  with  the  arms  of  the  Emprefs,  the  King  of  Pruflla, 
and  King  of  Denmai-k  :  on  one  fide  upon  a  turning,  chairs  of  a  fmaller  fize  for  princes 
of  royal  blood,  not  yet  fovereigns.  On  the  right  and  left  of  the  King,  were  His  Ma- 
jefty's  two  brothers,  with  their  officers  behind  them,  and  an  officer  belonging  to  the 
guards ;  the  other  Knights  were  afterwards  placed  on  the  right  and  left  according  to 
their  anceftry,  each  feated  on  a  cufhion  of  crinifon  velvet,  and  bearing  above  his  arms. 
In  the  middle  of  the  choir,  the  four  novices  to  be  inftalled  awaited  the  ceremony,  feated 
on  raifed  benches,  each  between  two  Knights  who  were  to  ferve  for  their  fponfors  ;  oa 
a  line  fronting  the  altar,  were  the  Knights  of  the  other  orders  with  their  heralds  at  arms, 
the  drefs  of  whom  is  abfolutely  the  fame  as  that  of  the  heralds  of  France,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  crowns  inftead  of  fleurs  de  lys.  Service  being  finiflied  (a  ceremony,  which, 
thanks  to  the  fermon  of  the  Bifhop  of  Wefteros,  Grand  Almoner  of  the  order,  was  of 
fufficient  duration),  the  three  grand  officers  approached  the  altar  to  receive  the  cordons 
iaid  on  cufhions,  as  well  as  J^he  book  which  contains  the  form  of  oath  to  be  taken  on 
the  occafion.  One  of  the  Knights  then  rofe  for  the  fword  of  the  kingdom,  and  placed 
himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  King,  holding  it  drawn.  It  is  cuftomary  for  the  Chancellor 
'  of  the  order  to  make  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  expreffiss  the  motives  which  have  induced 
the  King  to  grant  the  Order  of  the  Seraphim  to  fuch  and  fuch  Knights ;  as  His  Majefly 
himfelf  executed  the  funftion  of  Chancellor,  he  put  on  his  hat  and  made  a  fpeech  of 
nearly  half  an  hour's  duration.  The  four  Knights  inftalled,  were  General  Plateny 
Baron  Armfeldt,  Count  Munok,  and  Count  Oxenjiiern ;  the  two  latter  fill  civil  appoint- 
ments; the  two  former  general  officers  diftinguifhed  themfelvesin  the  late  war,  which. 
His  Majefty  did  not  fail,  in  his  addrefs,  to  notice  with  his  ufual  grace. 

The  four  new  Knights  knelt  and  took  the  oath,  they  were  then  admitted  one  after 
the  other.  The  King  ties  the  chain  of  the  order  round  the  neck,  and  afterwards  (Irikes 
the  novice  three  times  on  the  fhoulder  with  the  flat  part  of  the  fword,  then  drawing  oif 
his  glove,  prefents  his  hand  to  be  kifled.  The  Knight  then  embraces  every  fellow 
Knight  in  fucceffion,  and  after  embracing  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  kiffes  their  hand  : 
he  is  conllantly  attended  by  his  fponfors.  The  King  withdrew  with  the  fame  parade 
he  entered,  and  dined  in  public  with  the  Knights  of  the  order,  who,  during  the  whole 
of  dinner,  remained  covered.  The  carving  fquire  alone  ferved  all  round  the  table.  In 
the  evening  a  court  is  held  ;  the  Knights  of  the  Seraphim  on  this  occafion  wear  a  critn- 
fbn  coat  with  gold  facings,  and  two  fimilar  flripes  at  the  two  corners  of  their  cloak. 
After  cards,  a  grand  fupper  was  given  :  except  on  this  occafion,  we  never  faw  the  two 
princes  of  the  blood  royal  at  the  fame  table  with  His  Majefly  in  public.  The  Knights 
of  this  order,  if  of  the  military  profeffion,  wear  as  well  the  crofs  of  the  Order  of  the 
Sword,  and  of  the  Polar  Star,  if  in  civil  life.  The  number  of  them  is  twenty-four, 
exclufive  of  the  King,  the  Swedifh  and  foreign  Princes.    The  infignia  are  a  large  bright 
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blue-fhot  ribbon,  faftened  from  the  right  fhoulder  to  the  left  fide,  and  a  filver  plate  on 
the  left  fide,  on  which  is  engraven,  I  H  S.  with  a  crofs  above,  furrounded  by  the  three 
crowns  of  Sweden.  The  chain  is  formed  of  crofles  and  heads  of  cherubims  alternately. 
The  Knights  admitted  wear  the  plate  without  the  ribbon  until  the  period  of  their 
inftallation. 

The  Order  of  the  Sword.  This  order  confined  to  the  military  alo;ie,  is  divided  into 
three  claffes,  exadly  in  the  fame  manner  as  was  the  order  of  St.  Louis  in  France  :  the 
ribbon  is  yellow,  edged  with  blue,  and  is  worn  from  right  to  left ;  the  plate  on  the  left 
fide  is  of  gold.  The  crofs  reprefents  on  one  fide  the  arms  of  Sweden,  and  in  the  midft 
a  fword  upright.  On  the  reverie,  a  fword  run  through  a  crown  of  laurel,  with  thefe 
words.  Pro  Pntria.  The  reigning  Sovereign  has  infiituted  a  fourth  clafs,  to  which 
none  are  admitted  but  in  the  time  of  war  ;  it  requiring  the  companion  propofed  fhould 
firfl:  have  gained  a  vidory  either  by  fea  or  land  as  commander  in  chief.  The  King 
himfelf  could  not  obtain  this  diftinftion  but  by  the  fuffrage  of  the  army,  and  Gufta- 
vus  III.  was  unwilling  to  aflume  this  honourable  order  before  the  third  campaign,  al- 
though he  had  well  deferved  it  previoufly ;  he  ftood  in  the  lift  for  reception  only  ac- 
cording to  the  date  of  his  pretenfions.  This  order  is  worn,  (by  fuch  as  have  no  other 
than  the  fmall  crofs,  and  wear  it  in  its  place,)  enfautoir,  on  the  neck.  Thofe  who  are 
decorated  with  the  large  ribbon,  wear  a  fmall  filver  fword  on  the  left  fide,  fuch  as  wear 
the  plate,  have  two  filver  fwords  below,  crofTed.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  Knights 
of  the  Seraphim,  who  moreover  wear  the  cordon  croflfed  at  the  neck:  the  number  of 
Knights  of  this  order  is  not  limited  for  either  of  the  claffes. 

Order  of  the  PoliJJo  Star.  This  is  a  civil  order,  defigned  for  the  reward  of  minifters, 
ambaffadors,  and  other  perfons  employed  by  the  government.  It  is  divided  into  two 
claffes,  Commanders  and  Knights ;  the  former  wear  a  grand  white  crofs  on  the  bread, 
faftened  to  a  black  ribbon,  and  a  flar  embroidered  with  filver  on  the  left  fide.  The 
Knights  have  only  the  fmall  crofs,  faftened  with  a  black  ribbon  to  the  button  hole:  the 
number  of  the  order  is  unlimited.. 

Order  of  Vafa.  This  was  eftablifhed  in  1772,  by  Guftavus  III.  It  is  intended  as  a 
diftinftion  for  fkilful  artilts,  merchants  of  merit,  and  perfons  employed  in  mining,  ma- 
nufadories,  &c.  The  Knights  wear  a  golden  fheaf,  (the  arms  of  Guftavus  Vafa,)  fuf- 
pended  from  the  neck  with  a  green  ribbon,  of  that  colour  to  fpecify  that  this  honour  is 
fpecially  intended  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture.  The  Grand  Croffes,  which 
are  four  in  number,  and  the  eight  Commanders,  wear  a  large  green  ribbon  from  right 
to  left,  and  the  plate  on  the  left  fide,  or  the  ribbon  by  itfelf.  The  Marquis  de  Mira- 
beau  was  made  a  Grand  Crofs  at  the  firfl:  inftitution  of  the  order,  and  was  not  replaced 
until  1 79 1.  The  two  firfl:  claffes  are  obtained  at  once,,  without  paffmg  from  the  third, 
of  which  latter  clafs,  few  are  promoted  to  the  others. 

Ceremony  of  the  13/A  February,  J  791.  In  commemoration  of  the  two  victories  of 
Fredericfliamm  and  Svenkund,  on  the  1 5th  May  and  9th  June,  1790,  the  King  ordered 
a  medal  to  be  ftruck,  defcribing  the  number  of  fhips  taken  from  the  enemy  in  thefe 
two  engagements,  in  order  to  decorate  therewith  the  officers  who  were  prefent.  The 
fuperior  officers  (of  the  ftaff)  wear  itfufpended  from  the  neck,  as  well  as  the  King's 
aides  de  camp :  the  other  officers,  of  a  fmaller  fize,  at  their  button  hole  ;  each  faftened 
to  a  gold  chain.  In  order  to  make  this  ceremony  the  more  fplendid,  the  King,  in  the 
uniform  of  the  navy,  (blue  waiftcoat  and  breeches,)  entered  the  chapel  with  the  fame 
train  as  follows  him  on  the  moft  folemn  occafions.  He  feated  himfelf  in  a  filver  chair, 
raifed  to  fome  height  upon  a  number  of  fteps  j  befide  him  was  the  ftandard,  or  rather 
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the  royal  flag,  the  fame  he  had  on  board  his  floop  during  the  adion  *.     After  ferv'ice,' 
a  fermon  preached  by  the  Bifhop  of  Vexiceu  the  grand  almoner,  His  Majefty  advanced 
towards  the  altar,  and  turning  to  the  officers  feated  on  benches  at  the  right  and  left, 
addreffed  them  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  nearly.     (We  ufed  our  befl  en- 
deavours,  butfruitlcfsly,  to  procure  hisfpeech,  the  King  informing  us  that  he  had  made 
many,  and  that  as  he  could  not  call  to  mind  his  exaft  words,  it  would  not  be  publiflied. 
It  was  given  in  the  mod  graceful  manner,  with  fuch  a  feduftive  tone  of  voice  as  caufed 
us,  from  being  fpeftators  of  the  fenfations  it  excited,  to  be  greatly  anxious  to  have  a 
copy.)     Two  perfons  having  brought  the  medals  to  the  King,  His  Majefty  took  one 
and  decorated  himfelf  therewith  ;  afterwards  the  names  of  the  officers  were  read,  for 
whom  any  of  them  were  intended,  whether  abfent  or  prefent :  fuch  as  were  prefent, 
knelt  before  the  King  and  killed  his  hand,  His  Majefty  faftening  the  chain  on  which  the 
medal  was  fufpended,  about  the  necks  of  the  officers  of  the  ftaff,  and  giving  it  fimply 
into  the  hands  of  the  others.     The  medal  is  of  gold,  in  fonn  of  a  buckler,  and  on  the 
reverfe  is  infcribed  the  number  of  veffels  taken  at  Fredericftiamm  and  Svenkfund,  or  at 
the  one  or  the  other  only,  according  to  which  battles  the  party  to  whom  they  were  given 
had  been  prefent,  on  the  other  fide  is  a  winged  woman,  Handing  on  the  prow  of  a  gal- 
ley, with  both  arms  extended,  holding  crowns.     Notwithftanding  the  length  of  this 
ceremony,  which  lafted  more  than  three  hours,  the  King  preferved  the  fame  dignified 
^and  affable  manner  throughout,  without  once  teftifying  the  leaft  fign  of  fatigue,  or  defire 
of  abridging  his  duty  ;  he  faluted  each  of  the  officers  who  came  to  receive  medals,  in 
the  moft  polite  and  nobly  eafy  manner,  yet  was  it  not  difficult  to  diftinguifh  by  his  more 
or  lefs  aftedionate  fqueeze  of  their  hands,  thofe  who  moft  particularly  enjoyed  his  con- 
fidence and  efteem.     Many  officers  received  the  medal,  who  really  appeared  mere  boys, 
which  gave  additional  intereft  to  the  ceremony,  and  made  the  ftronger  impreffion  on 
the  minds  of  the  fpedators,  at  leaft  if  we  are  to  judge  from  our  own  fenfations.     How 
much  is  fuch  a  ceremony  as  this  fuperior  to  thofe  imitations  in  pradice  in  all  countries, 
when  the  fovereign,  coldly  diftributing  ribbons  or  crofTes,  (which  moft  commonly  are 
but  fo  many  tokens  of  the  old  age  of  the  perfon  honoured,)  if  they  be  the  reward  of 
brilliant  adions,  is  occafionally  ignorant  where  they  occurred  !     Here  we  fee  a  monarch 
recompenfing  his  brave  fubjeds,  fubjeds  who  have  ferved  their  country  before  a  mo- 
narch's eyes,  open  to  appreciate  their  merit,  and  who  in  his  diftribution  of  inlignia, 
begins  with  invefting  himfelf  with  the  medal,  in  earning  which,  he  bore  with  them  a 
part.     The  King  conftantly  wears,  and  even  takes  pride  in  difplaying  it,  fattened  to  a 
gold  chain  of  exquifite  workmanlhip,  made  at  Stockholm.     The  officers  decorated  with 
the  medal,  are  obliged  to  wear  it  conftantly. 

Here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  this  multitude  of  orders  which  exift  in 
the  ftates  of  the  North :  they  are  condemned  by  fome,  but  have  our  approbation.  It 
is  a  very  fortunate  thing  for  a  poor  country,  that  a  few  ribbons,  a  few  plates  properly 
diftrlbuted,  fhould  fatisfy  thofe  who  have  well  deferved  of  their  country,  and  whofe  fer- 
vices  it  would  otherwife  embarrafs  much  the  government  to  reward.  We  fhall  further 
add,  that  orders  and  honorary  employments  excite  greater  emulation  than  pecuniary 
gifts.     It  would  be  ftill  better  doubtlefs,  if  the  man  who  has  real  claims  to  the  gratitude 

•  A  fimilar  flag  in  one  of  the  aAions  during  this  war,  was  faved  by  fome  Swedifh  failora,  who  rather 
chofe  to  throw  it  overboard  than  fuffer  it  to  be  taken  by  the  Rufllans.  Thefe  latter  did  not  aft  in  the 
fame  manner  with  refpeft  to  that  of  their  admiral,  or  rather  let  us  fay,  the  imperial  colours  entrufted  to  the 
Prince  of  NalTau,  with  hopes  of  £uccefs  but  raftly  forraedj  if  we  be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  refult. 
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of  his  fellow  ckizens,  were  content  with  an  oaken  crown  and  a  public  infcrlptlon  :  He 
has  well  defervcd  of  his  country :  but  man  in  the  prefent  age  is  far  from  this  noble  fim- 
plicity,  he  is  governed  by  prejudices  of  too  ftrong  afcendancy,  not  to  look  upon  this  as 
aa  ideal  payment  for  his  labours.  Until  the  univerfe  become  enlightened  by  that  great 
people  which  has  declared  itfelf  the  light  and  pattern  of  the  world  ;  until  philofophy 
Ihall  have  extended  its  beneficent  influence  to  all  clafles  of  fociety,  people  of  the  North 
and  South,  whofe  fervices  are  repaid  by  ribbons,  and  crofles,  preferve  them,  blefs  them, 
know  that  man  in  a  favage  ftate  is  not  unacquainted  with  orders  ;  for  Captain  Wilfon 
met  with  an  Order  of  the  Bone  in  the  Pclew  illands.  Infenfate  as  we  are,  we  feek  to 
carry  back  man  in  a  polifhed  (late  beyond  the  fimplicity  of  natural  man.  Let  us  forego 
the  vanity  of  being  more  wife  than  nature,  nor  flrive  to  furpafs,  content  with  imitating 
her  in  her  works.     Alas!  how  far  are  \vc  from  this  ! 


Chap.  X. — Cajiles  of  the  King. — Drottningholm. — The  Environs  of  Stockholm. 

HIS  Majefty  has  fome  chateaux  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm,  and  two  others 
fome  miles  diftant  thence,  which  we  fhall  notice,  Gripjloolm  and  Stromf])ohn.  Drottning- 
holm (or  Queen's  ifland)  is  one  mile  from  Stockholm,  in  an  ifland  of  lake  Moeler :  this 
is  the  molt  elegant  of  all  the  royal  houfes,  and  on  every  account  deferves  particular  in- 
fpeflion.  The  callle  is  on  the  border  of  the  lake,  which  has  from  this  fpot  a  mod 
fuperb  appearance  ;  the  fituation  in  fummer  is  delightful,  and  its  garderls,  which  are 
extenfive,  are  at  the  back.  It  has  an  impofmg  appearance :  each  of  its  two  facades, 
which  are  regular,  has  one  and  thirty  windows,  without  including  two  round  pavillions 
at  the  ends.  Near  it  are  a  number  of  other  buildings,  capable  of  houfing  a  hundred 
and  feventy  gentlemen.  The  princes  and  princelfes  have  feparate  pavillions  contiguous 
to  the  callle.  The  front  next  the  lake  has  a  grand  flight  of  fteps  with  a  balufl:rade,  on 
which  are  placed  a  number  of  flower-pots  made  of  iron.  It  has  four  open  arcades,  the 
middle  ones  ferving  for  entrances  :  on  a  fort  of  platform  between  the  caflle  and  the 
flight  of  fl:eps,  are  two  fmall  ftatues  in  bronze  ;  between  the  fl:eps  and  the  lake,  a  Nep- 
tune of  the  fame.  On  the  top  of  the  fteps,  two  marble  lions  holding  fliields,  upon  the 
different  fteps  a  number  of  marble  ftatues.  On  the  oppofite  fide  next  the  caftle,  there 
is  a  terrace  along  the  whole  front,  ornamented  with  a  baluftrade  and  two  ftatues  in 
bronze ;  a  large  grafs  plot  planted  with  yew,  and  feveral  fmall  bafons  in  but  indifferent 
order.  In  the  middle  is  a  large  bafon,  with  an  Hercules  crufliing  the  hydra,  and  feveral 
figures  grouped  around,  all  in  bronze.  By  the  fide  of  the  bafon  are  two  fmall  figures 
in  bronze.  As  you  defcend  from  the  middle  of  the  terrace,  you  fee  four  large  vafes 
and  four  ftatues  of  the  fame  metal,  two  of  which  natural  as  life.  At  each  extremity  of 
the  terrace  is  an  iron  gate,  over  one  of  them  is  two  lions,  and  on  the  fide  two  figures 
holding  cyphers,  fmaller  than  life  :  on  the  other  are  two  horfes,  fmaller  than  the  natural 
fize,  the  whole  in  bronze.  The  ftatues,  as  well  as  every  thing  in  bronze,  were  taken 
at  Prague  ;  on  one  of  thefe  vafes  is  ftill  to  be  feen  the  cypher  of  the  Emperor  Fei'di- 
nand.  Thefe  pieces  are  in  the  ftyle  of  the  Tufcan  fchool,  one  in  which  a  number  of 
Germans  ftudied  at  that  time. 

The  Interior.  As  you  enter  the  caftle  from  the  garden  fide,  you  have  on  the  left  two 
antichambers ;  in  the  fecond  is  the  reprefentation  in  a  pifture  of  a  Laplander  in  his 
fledge,  drawn  by  a  reindeer.  A  cabinet  in  which  are  fome  paintings,  porcelain,  and 
China  figures  :  here  is  to  be  feen  the  firft  porphyry  vafe  manufaftured  in  Sweden  :  on 
the  right  is  the  King's  bedchamber,  it  is  richly  ornamented  with  gilding,  and  elegantly 
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furnlflied.  Two  vafes  of  porcelain  four  feet  high.  Among  other  things,  two  paint- 
ings by  Ehrenltrabe,  regarded  as  a  Swedifh  painter,  although  he  was  not  born  in  Swe- 
den. He  lived  in  the  time  of  Charles  XI.  and  was  ennobled  by  the  name  of  Klcecher. 
An  apartment  containing  divers  pictures,  ferves  as  a  paffage  to  the  library.  The  fuc- 
ceeding  room  communicates  directly  with  the  library  ;  in  it  are  two  fine  antique  bulls, 
and  fome  elegant  modern  pieces.  (Edipiis  by  Gagnerot.  Ariadne  by  VertmuUer,  and 
dift'erent  paintings  by  Watteau  and  Chardin.  The  library  is  a  very  handfome  room, 
ornamented  with  great  tafte  :  independant  of  the  choice  books  it  contains,  there  are  in 
it  a  pretty  numerous  colleftion  of  Etrufcau  vafes,  fome  of  which  are  valuable.  A  fin- 
gular  vafe  four  feet  high,  found  in  the  country.  Guftavus  Vafa  in  wax,  under  glafs, 
very  Imall  and  exquifitely  well  executed ;  and  two  fmall  antique  ftatues  in  a  kneeling 
pofture,  in  marble.  Manufcripts  are  feen  in  abundance,  manv  of  which  Ineftimable  : 
the  librarian,  A'Ir.  Leopold,  not  having  thought  proper  to  take  the  trouble  of  fuffering 
us  to  examine  them  minutely  *,  we  fliall  only  cite  tlnrty-fix  volumes  on  the  Swedijh  hif- 
tory,  beginning  with  Guflavus  Vafa :  Divers  rcjtedions,  a  manufcript  by  Queen  Chriftina: 
a  manufcript  of  Charles  XII.  when  a  boy  ;  in  one  part  of  which  vineere  aut  inori.  The 
library  is  ornamented  with  analogous  infcriptions :  over  the  door  by  which  you  enter, 
yirtibtis  pedora  mollefcunt,  afperitafqite  fiigit  (the  temper  of  man  is  foftened  by  the  arts, 
and  all  its  ruggednefs  difmifled).  Over  the  Iham  doors  on  the  fide  :  Nequeji  charta 
fileant  quod  benefecerisy  mercedem  tideris^ 

Nor  do  you  gain  yourdne  renown, 

Uiilefs  your  worthy  deeds  in  hiftory  be  fhewn. 

Carminafit  vivax  virtus,  experfque  fepulchri., 

Immortal  virtue  lives  in  lading  fong, 
And  mocks  the  tomb. 

Over  the  door  at  the  end  :  Cordis  et  oris  optima  ejl  harmonia,  befl  is  the  harmony  of 
heart  and  tongue.  On  the  fides  oppofite  to  each  other,  Vincit  ingenium  probitas 
(honefty  is  above  genius).  Studio  minuente  labores  (flackening  your  fludy  you  en- 
creafe  your  toil).  Moniti  meliora  fequamur  (follow  better  counfel).  Vita  et  peElore 
furo  (with  life  unfullied  and  a  confcience  clear).  The  next  apartment  is  a  cabinet  of 
books ;  it  contains  a  model  in  relievo  of  the  temple  of  Ifis  at  Pompeia.  A  ftove  with  two 
columns  of  green  antique  marble.  Two  large  vafes  on  candelabras  after  the  antique, 
eight  feet  high,  with  white  niaflis  on  the  vafes.  An  antique  flatue  of  a  woman  repre- 
fenting  fculpture,  and  fome  other  matters  of  but  flight  importance.  The  Cabinet  of 
Medals  comprifes  a  very  fine  coUedion  of  Greek,  Roman,  and  ancient  of  all  nations, 
in  eight  cafes,  which  contain  more  than  twelve  thoufand  drawers :  among  the  Swedifh, 
are  a  fmall  medal  taken  to  be  of  King  Biaurn,  but  this  is  doubtful ;  another  thought  to 
be  of  Olaus  ;  zStros  Konu>ig,\'eYy  rare,  flruck  from  all  appearance  in  England  ;  a  very 
rare  medal,  the  fize  of  a  half  dollar  piece,  of  Gujlavus  I.  flruck  at  Upfal.  We  were 
not  able  to  go  over  this  colledion  minutely,  as  it  was  undergoing  an  arrangement ;  the 
perfon  employed  for  the  purpofe  having  underhandedly  difpofed  of  feveral  pieces,  had 
been  difmifled,  fince  when.  His  Majefty  keeps  the  key  of  it  himfelf.  This  will  be  the 
proper  place  to  introduce  an  account  of  Swedifh  medals. 

*  As  a  matter  of  comfort  on  this  fcore.  His  Majefty  told  us  that  he  himfelf  could  not  have  the  attend- 
ance of  hiii  librarian  at  all  times  he  wilhed.  Nevenhelefs  we  felt  ourfelves  much  hurt  at  fuch  a  procedure, 
happening  in  a  country  where  we  had  met  fo  few  e.'iamples  of  difcourtefy. 

+5  "  According 


FORTIa's    travels    in    SWEDEN.  44I 

*'  According  to  the  work  entitled  Thcfaiirits  nujiimorum  SueogothJcoru  v,  by  "Brar.cr, 
In  quarto,  Stockholm,  1731,  the  mofl;  valuable  and  fcarce  Svvedifh  medals  ar3  fhp  fol- 
lowing :  that  of  Haqninus  frater  Erici  magni,  who  lived  in  1  360,  it  was  found  in  D,ile- 
carlia.     On  one  fide  of  it  is  his  portrait,  with  Hac-winus  Dux  Nor-vegia,  on  the  o-her  a 
crofs  between  three  rofes,  and  moneia  Eq/Idia.      The  author  is  unacquainted  witli  any 
other.     Stcn  Sftire,  the  younger,  was  the  firft  that  ever  (Iruck  emblazoned  pieces.     On 
one  fide  is  the  head  of  St.  Eric,  with  this  infcription  :   S.  Ericus  Rex  Siiccia: ;  on  the 
other  the  arms  of  Sweden  quartered,  with  this  legend :  Mone  Stockholm,  1512.     The 
author  had  feen  but  tvfo  befides  thofe  he  himfelf  poffefffd.     Num/ni  cujufdam  pfeudo — 
Sturii  viilgo  dale  junckaren  dicli,  qui  anno  1524,  contra  Gujlavum  prinntm  Ri-;?cni  Sucr/js 
feditionem  conciliavit.      This  bears  on  one  fide  the  letter  N  with  a  crown  I'urrounded 
by  two  fmall  crofles  and  two  rings:  about,  Nicolaiis  Sturc  ;  on  the  other  fid'.%  a  fliielJ 
with  three  crowns  and  this  legend,  M.  M.  in  vdIib:/.<,  meaning  money  of  Murain  the 
valley.     It  is  a  well  eflablifhed  faft  in  hillory,  that  this  falfe  Sture  remained  for  a  long 
time  in  Dalecarlia,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mora.     There  is  another  fmaller  coin  of 
the  fame  Sture,  which  is  likewife  very  rare.     A  gold  coin  of  Guilavus  I,,  on  one  fide 
he  is  reprefented  crowned,  with  a  fword  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  globe  an  1  crofs  in  the 
cthei-,  between  his  legs  a  fliield  :  the  infcription,  Gu/Iavus  Dei  gratia  Succorum  Rex  ; 
on  the  reverfe,  another  fiiield  quartered,  in  two  of  the  quarters  are  blazoned  the  three 
crowns,  in  each  of  the  other  two  a  lion ;  around,  ?nonct.  nova  Stockol.  1528.     This  crown 
is  called  nummus  aureus  inavguralis.     This  fingular  piece  is  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  the 
King's  pofleffion  ;  the  author  never  faw  a  fimilar.     There  is  a  filver  coin  of  finiilar 
ftamp,  which  is  alfo  extremely  rare.     The  author  fpeaks  of  one  in  his  coUeftion  as  the 
only  one  he  ever  faw.     Guflavus  Adolphus  with  his  Queen  Eleanor,  a  gold  coin  of  two 
ducats  value.     On  one  fide  are  the  heads  of  the  King  and  Queen,  with  this  infcription: 
Gujiavus  Adolphus  et  Maria  Eleanor  a  Rex  et  Regi.  Suec.  on  the  reverfe,   contra  fpem 
ififpem :  at  the  bottom,  the  arms  of  the  city  of  Augfburg,  and  the  date  1632.     In  the 
midft  two  fhields  ;  on  that  of  the  right  the  arms  of  Sweden  and  Gothland,  on  that  of 
the  left  thofe  of  Brandenburg.     This  piece  is  lefs  valuable  for  its  rarity  than  for  its  being 
the  earlieft  on  which  are  imprefled  the  heads  of  the  King  and  Queen  conjointly,  and 
the  arms  of  Sweden  united  with  thofe  of  Brandenburg." 

Within  the  fame  cabinet  are  many  antique  buds  and  fmall  flatues  of  the  gods. 
Models  in  cork  of  the  temple  of  Tivoli,  of  the  foldiers  barracks  at  Pompcia,  and  the. 
Capo  di  bove  at  Rome.  A  coUeftion  of  books  analogous  to  the  contents  of  the  cabinet. 
A  paflage  with  a  gallery  above  the  chapel.  On  a  table,  the  dwarf  of  King  Staniflaus, 
dreft,  known  by  the  name  of  Bebe.  In  wardrobes,  a  colletlion  of  minerals,  and  a  large 
piece  of  pretendedly  native  iron  in  a  copper  box. 

Cabinet  of  Natural  Hijhry.  This  belonged  to  the  laft  Queen,  and  is  defcrlbed  by 
Linnasus.  It  is  at  prefent  under  the  care  of  Mr,  Swarts,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  de- 
fervedly  before.  The  following  are  the  moil  interefting  articles  the  cabinet  contains. 
Among  a  great  colleftion  of  animals  preferved  in  fpirits  of  wine,  are  a  number  of  mon- 
keys of  different  fpecies,  one  of  the  rarefl;  of  which  is  the  Simia  (Eihicps ;  beildes  thefe, 
the  Dafypus  fexcintus,  vefpertilio  leporinus,  mus  longipes,  mus  volans,  and  the  herboa 
Arabum  ;  the  embrio  of  an  elephant.  Capra  perpufdla.  Among  the  birds,  pfittacus  fe. 
verus,  minimus,  Alexandri ;  picus  femi-roftri ;  paradifa  regia,fava  ;  charadius  Icncurus  ; 
turdus  hamatodor ;  trochilus  nigcr ;  lamius  doliatus ;  ramphaflor  piperinorus  picatus  aracari^ 
plateles  pigmcza  ;  et  pipra  aureola.  Of  amphibious  animals  :  ccEcilia  Icntaculafa  innphif- 
tena  alba  ;  anguis  bipes  ;  coluber  calamarius,  albus,  regime,  aurora,  miliaris,  buccaiusj 
candidus,  corallinus,  bypocrepis  ;  vipera  Egypti,  Icbetriuis,  padera,fitula,  Syria,  ingularis, 
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haje  ;  lacerla  tigrtna,  aziirea,  bifpea,  tegulxin,  barbara^  Jlelllo  ;  icjludo  fcrpentlna  Amhol- 
nenfis  ;  rana  laclea,  inarginata,  cornuta,  glbbofa  ;  tetraodoti  lineatiis,  ocellatus  ;  ct pegafus 
volitans.  Of  fiflies  :  gobius  aphya,  niger  ;  chatodon  cUiaris,  capijlratiis,arcuatus  ;  fci(Zna 
bimacidata;  zcus  vomer ^  fpinof us  ;  jiranofcopus  piHus  ;  calichytys  tamoata  ;  labnis  jtdii, 
paroticus,  ni/otiats,  aiit  Nilis  lufcus  ;  plcuronedes  ocellatus,  llmanda  ;  gymnotus  pinguis  ; 
perca  labrax,  nilatica^  cojloides,  vittata,  fcriba  ;  trigla  cucullus  ;  cobitis  anableps  ;  filurus 
vxyjiusy  anguillaris,  undecimalis,  clarias  ;  falmo  niloticus  ;  cfox  fphyrxna  ;  athcr'ma Jhpfe' 
tus  ;  chpea  myjlus,  cyprinus,  niloticus,  dentex  ;  et  mormyrus  cyprindides,  anguilldides.  Of 
infects,  mzny  fcarabci  from  America  ;  fcarabeus  facer,  gi gas,  f caber,  longipes,  Syriacus, 
ceratonliZ,  carmatus  ;  chryfolomela  facra  ;  curcuUo  Indus,  pufio,  vaginalis,  difpar,  argyreus, 
Jpcciofus,  cornutus,  Capenfis,  et  attelabus,  fipylus  ;  many  Cerambyccs  alfo  from  Ame- 
rica ;  the  elater  Syriacus,  meloe  Syriacus,  blatta  JEgyptiaca,  gryllus  gongylodes,  £gyp- 
tius  ;  and  a  number  of  others,  among  them,  cinKX  Arabs,  ferratus,  bipun£latus  JEgyp- 
tiacus.  Of  butterflies,  a  very  fine  coUedion,  which  gave  rife  to  a  highly  efteemed  work 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Clerk.  A  number  of  cray  fifh,  of  very  fingular  and  various  fpecies. 
Of  fiiells  :  Lepas  mitella,  myaperna,  vulfella,folen' cultellus,  radiaius,  aratinus  ;  -Afolaris, 
two  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter ;  tellina  gargadiagari ;  cardium  cojiatum,  cardiffli ; 
donax  fcortuni ;  venus  zigzag  ;  fpondylus  rcgit/s ;  chania  cordifortnis ;  area  glycimcris  ;  ojlrea 
p>alHu?n,  felis,  pes,  opercularis,  ifognomon  malleus  ;  mytilus  frons  ;  pinna  digiti,formis,jac- 
cata,  lobata  ;  a  conus  princeps,  of  two  inches,  extremely  rare  ;  a  number  of  harps,  one 
of  which  three  inches  and  a  half  long  ;  ammiralis  fummus  fpe^lrian  ;  bulla  ampidla,  phyjis 
canalicula  fdidalis  ;  valuta  porphyria,  pertufa,  JEthiopica  ;  Jlrombus  latijfimus,  epidromis, 
iirceus,  ater  ;  trochus  telefcopius  ;  a  turbo  perfonatus,fcalaris,  of  nearly  two  inches  ;  l^elix 
byanthena,  amarula,  halioto'idea  ;  iierita  canvena,  albamen,  corona  ;  baliotis  marmoraia, 
parva,  patella,  porcelana,  anguis  ;  ferpula  lurnbricalis  ariguina  ;  a  mitella,  very  rare,  and 
an  argonaut  of  eight  inches.  The  colleSion  oi  corals,  millepores,  madrepores,  zn^fubi- 
fores,  from  the  Baltic,  Red,  and  Indian  feas,  is  very  perfefl:.  The  collection  of  minerals 
very  feleft.  A  large  mummy  in  good  prefervation,  of  unufual  fize.  Among  the  col- 
leftion  of  plants  is  that  made  by  Mr.  Haffelquifi,  in  the  Levant,  and  particularly  in  Pa- 
leftine,  and  that  made  by  Mr.  Kalm  in  North  America.  The  cabinet  contains  a  fmall 
library  of  analogous  books. 

The  Queen's  apartments  are  not  very  numerous,  they  confift  of  three  rooms  and  an 
audience  chamber,  all  of  them  furnifhed  after  the  antique.  The  audience  chamber  is 
full  of  painiiiigs  by  Ehrenjlrall ;  fix;  of  them  are  large,  and  leprefent  an  allegorical  feries 
of  tlie  hiftory  of  Sweden,  in  which  the  reign  of  Charles  XL  is  mofl  particularly  diftin- 
guifhable  ;  the  ceiling  is  beautiful.  In  a  hall  adjoining  are  feven  portraits  and  two  hif- 
torical  paintings.  In  the  gallery,  ten  large  pictures  and  two  above  the  door,  feverally 
reprefenting  battles  of  Charles  Guflavus.  In  the  firjl  above  the  door,  Charles  X.  \vith 
feveral  gentlemen  in  his  fuite,  furrounded  by  Polirii  coflacks,  cutting  their  way  through 
them  ;  neither  time  nor  place  are  defignated.  In  the  fecond,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but 
heaps  of  dead,  and  troops  engaging.  Near  the  oppofite  door,  t!ie  battle  of  Colemboj 
which  took  place  on  the  8th  February,  1656,  and  in  which  Charles  X.  gaineti  a  com- 
plete vitStory  over  the  Poles.  N«xt  tlie  door,  in  a  large  pamting  the  brttle  o^  Gnefna 
is  reprefented,  fought  on  the  i']'\\  April,  1756,  and  in  which  Duke  Adc  phus  John,  as 
Generalliflimo,  defeated  the  Poiuli  army,  and  obtained  confiderable  booty.  Of  four 
large  pictures  which  fucceed,  the  firfl  reprefents  the  battle  oi  Pbilippovo,  on  :he  12th 
October,  1656,  in  which  General  Gullavus  Otto  Sienbock  defeated  the  Lithuai  lanarmy 
-  and  ten  thoufand  Tartars  ;  the  three  others  the  battle  of  Warl'aw,  in  1656,  on  liie  iSth, 
19th,  and  2cth  July,  in  which  Charles  X.  entirely  routed  the  Polilh  army.  Four  pic- 
tures 
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tfares  are  placed  againfl  the  piers  between  the  windows  ;  in  thefird  the  Poles,  by  Prince 
Honicfpolhi  thtir  reprelentative,  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Field  Marlhal  Count  Wittcn- 
berg,  a  circumltance  which  took  place  on  the  i6th  Odober,  1655.     Thefecond  reprc- 
fenls  the  paflage  of  the  Little  Belt  on  the  30th  January,  1658,  and  the  defeat  of  the 
Danes  by  Charles  X.  in  the  ifland  of  Funen.     The  third,  the  pafTageof  the  Great  Belt 
on  the  7th  February,    1658.     The  fourth  pictures  the  ceremony  of  Count  Potofld,  as 
deputy  from  the  Poles,  tendering  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Count  Douglas,  on  the  3d  No. 
vember,  J  655,  at  Sandomir.     The  next  apartment  is  full  of  family  pieces.     A  number 
of  rooms  fucceed,  in  one  of  which  feme  handfoine  tapeftry  of  the  Gobelins,  the  laft  an 
antichamber,  containing  hunting  pieces.      On  the  large  ftair  cafe,  the  nine  Mufes  in 
marble,  natural  fize,  Apollo  and  JVIinerva  the  fame,  all  modern.     Many  bails  in  mar- 
ble.    On-  the  landing  place  between  the  windows,  in  bronze,  a  Centaur  carrying  off  a 
young  girl,  and  Mercury  with  a  lion.     Two  apartments,  the  one  a  reading  clofet,  the 
other  a  card  room  widi  blue  furniture ;  this  lafc  has  a  flove  in  it  with  Chinefe  fitrurcs, 
prefented  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia.     A  painting  reprefenting  His  prefent  Majefty,  then 
Prince- royal,  on  horfeback,  led  by  a  page,  painted  by  Breda  a  Swede,  now  in  London. 
Charles  XIL  on  foot.     Eighteen  portraits,  principally  of  his  generals,  fome  of  thofe  of 
Charles  XL    Three  battle  pieces,  one  the  fight  ofHelfinburg  in  17 10,  the  other  theinva- 
fion  of  Zeeland  in  1700,     A  gallery  correiponding  with  that  before  defcribed,  contains  a 
fimilar  number  of  paintings,  reprefenting  the  viclories  of  Charles  XL  ;  over  the  door  is 
Charles  XL  followed  by  Count  Dahlberg,  galloping  up  to  the  left  wing  of  his  armv, 
with  which  he  drove  the  Danes  from  off  the  field  on  the  4th  December,  1756.      Ad- 
joining is  a  large  painting  which  reprefents  the  battle  oilites-bed,  near  Rxmincberga  hills 
in  Scania,  where  Charles  XL  obtained  a  victory  over  Chriftian  V.     On  the  principal 
wall,  four  large  pi£tures  of  the  battle  of  Lund,  in  which  Charles  XL  attacked  the  Da- 
nifh  army  four  feveral  times  in  as  many  different  pofitions,  and  defeated  it  on  the  4th 
December,  1676.     Near  the  oppofite  door  a  large  piece,  the  battle  of  Halmjiadt,  where 
Charles  XI.  beat  the  Danes  near  Fyllebro,  the  17th  Auguft,   1676.     Over  the  door, 
Charles  XL  is  feen  occompanied  by  Generals  Ajchenberg  and  Dahlberg,  cutting  their 
way  through  twenty-one  fquadrons  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  affifl;  the'left  wing  of  his 
army  on  the  4th  December,  1676.     Between  the  windows,  the  battle  of  Rugen  on  the 
gth  January,  1678,  in  which  the  Swedes  under  general  Konhigfmark,  entirely  defeated 
the  Danes  and  their  allies.     The  fiege  of  Malmoe,  with  Chriltian  V.  before  the  town, 
on  the  6th  June,  177.     A  pi(El:ure  of  the  paffage  of  the  Gautba  river  effeded  by  Count 
Guflavus  Stenbock,  and  owing  to  which  the  Danifh  General  Diinkam  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  fiege  of  Bohus  on  the  1 9th  July,  1 678.     Another  difplaying  the  Dane  and  Norwe- 
gian forces  combined  before  the  town. 

There  are  a  number  of  fmall  apartments  at  the  end  of  this  gallery,  (in  one  of  which 
on  the  floor,  were  the  likeneffes  of  the  King  of  France  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,) 
which  are  to  hang  together  in  a  gallery,  wherein  is  to  be  exhibited  the  different  battles 
fought  in  the  reign  of  Guflavus  III. :  Dcfpres  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  plan. 
There  are  to  be  eleven  pieces,  of  the  names  of  which  this  painter  holds  a  lifl:.  A  grand 
faloon  almoft  fquare,  which  formerly  ferved  as  a  hall  of  affembly  for  the  ftates,  is 
intended  to  be  magnificently  decorated  under  the  direfllon  of  the  fame  artift. 
^  The  play-houfe  is  whhout  the  caftle ;  it  coft  66,000  rix-doUars  building :  the  benches 
rife  in  an  amphitheatre,  and  there  are  no  boxes,  unlefs  indeed  a  few  clofe  to  the  ftage 
for  the  King,  Princes,  &c.  It  is  a  very  handfome  faloon  thirty-eight  ells  in  length  by 
feventeen  wide,  and  twenty-feven  high.  The  aftors  and  aftrefles  have  all  of  them  apart- 
ments either  within  the  building  or  adjoining.    The  gardens  are  pleafant.     The  ifland 
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of  Apollo  and  the  Chinefe  pleafure  houfe,  in  which  every  thing  correfponJs  with  itfr 
title,  are  highly  deferving  of  notice  :  occafionally  His  MajeRy  dines  here,  it  is  called  at 
times  Canton,  which  has  given  name  to  a  fort  of  village  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
the  caftle,  confilling  wholly  of  country  boxes.  The  King  fpends  four  or  five  months 
at  Drottingholni,  in  a  very  numerous  circle,  and  the  refidence  is  exc>"edingly  pleafant. 
The  paffage  thither  fix  years  ago  was  far  from  pleafant,  fince  in  coming  from  Stock- 
holm, you  had  to  go  acrofs  the  lake  which  is  very  wide,  and  the  ferry,  always  incon- 
venient, was  fometimes  dangerous.  At  prefent  it  is  excellent  from  one  end  to  the  other,, 
in  many  places  the  roadis  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  finished  in  every  part  at  a  very  great 
expence.  In  going  to  the  caflle  from  Stockholm  you  pafs  over  three  bridges,  the  firft  of 
nine  hundred  feet,  the  fecond  one  thoufand  four  hundred,  and  the  third,  which  joins 
Drottingholm,  feven  hundred  ;  the  latter  coft  5000  rix-doUars,  and  was  completed  ia 
two  and  t^'  enty  days.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bridge  It  is  that  an  obelhk  of  granite 
fifty  feet  in  height  is  to  be  erefted,  on  the  right  coming  from  Stockholm,  to  comme- 
morate the  completion  of  this  charming  piece  of  road,  a  mile  *  in  length  from  caftle  to 
caftle,  and  which  fpace  the  late  King  was  wont  to  travel  over  in  fixteen  or  feventeen 
minutes. 

Carlberg,  near  the  lake  on  the  north,  is,  as  It  were,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Stockholm,, 
which  are  joined  to  It  by  a  long  alley  of  trees  :  the  King  no  longer  refides  here,  and 
the  Queen  but  vifits  it  for  a  ride ;  the  houfe  has  little  to  boaft,  the  gardens  are  pleafant. 
This  hcufe  was,  in  1792,  fet  apart  as  a  new  fchool  for  cadets. 

Swar'fim  is  a  caflle  in  an  ifland  of  lake  Moeler,  two  miles  from  the  city.     It  was  in-    . 
habited  by  the  Queen  Dowager,  but  fince  her  death  was  empty  up  to  179I)  when  the 
King  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  his  fifter  ;  it  contains  nothing  worth  notice. 

UlriefJaiy  half  a  mile  from  Stockholm  on  the  road  to  Updfal,  is  much  larger  than  the 
two  calLles  before  mentioned  j  the  King  moflly  pays  it  a  vifit  once  a  year :  it  has  nothing 
worth  notice. 

Haga  is  a  fmall  pavilion,  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  north  gate  :  it  is  very  agree- 
ably fituated  In  midfl  of  woods  and  on  the  brink  of  a  lake :  within,  it  is  furnifhed  under 
the  diredion  of  Mafrellier,  with  the  greatefl  elegance,  and  was  the  favorite  refidence  of 
the  late  King,  who  fpent  weeks  together  here,  even  in  the  depth  of  winter.  In  1791  a 
new  palace  was  begun,  which  was  on  a  magnificent  fcale.  Defpres  was  the  architeft, 
the  foundations  were  already  laid,  and  it  was  to  be  finiflied  by  1796,  but  whether  it  has 
been  proceeded  upon  or  not,  we  are  ignorant.  The  beautiful  groupe  of  Cupid  and 
Pyfche,  whieh  we  before  have  noticed,  was  to  be  removed  to  Haga  :  for  its  reception 
the  King  ordered  a  temple  to  be  built  entirely  after  the  antique;  it  was  to  form  afquare, 
at  the  bottom  was  to  be  a  niche,  and  the  light  to  proceed  from  above.  What  poflibly 
tended  to  encreafe  the  inclination  of  His  Majefty  towards  this  retreat,  was  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  revolution  of  1772  being  planned  in  a  Httle  corner  of  the  garden,  which 
is  vifited  with  much  intereft.  His  Majefty  has  ordered  a  refervoir  to  be  cut  in  the  rock 
adjoining  a  fmall  lake  which  you  pafs  along,  coming  from  the  city,  to  furnifh  water,  and 
facilitate  the  conftruclion  of  jets  d'eau  and  cafcades.  It  will  be  a  very  handfome  piece 
-  of  work  if  completed.  Vifitors  to  this  fummer-houfe  wear  a  particular  uniform,  with 
which  none  but  perfons  of  great  diftindion  are  favoured  by  His  Majefty. 

The  Park.  This  is  the  moft  frequented  fpot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm, 
on  account  of  its  proximity  ;  it  is  fituated  towards  the  eaft,  without  the  town  on  the 
tea  fide.     It  is  cuftomary  for  folks  to  repaur  hither  on  Mayday,  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
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Paris,  at  Lotigchcimps,  on  All  Saints.  The  King  appears  in  his  coach.  In  1791  we  faw 
him  there  with  the  Prince  Royal,  the  grand  equerry,  and  a  Captain  of  the  guards,  ef- 
cortcd  by  his  life  and  dragoon  guards.  The  Queen,  Princes,  and  Princefles  make  their 
appearance  as  well,  with  but  very  few  attendants.  Prince  Charles  alone  was  on  horfe- 
back,  efcorted  by  life  guards,  afligned  him  by  the  King  as  an  acknowledgement  of  his 
fervices,  in  the  fame  manner  as  did  Frederic  II.  to  his  brother,  Prince  Henry.  This  ce- 
remony, if  a  fimple  promenade  deferve  that  title,  confifts  in  taking  a  turn  or  two  in 
the  park.  The  King  alighted  at  the  Spanith  minifter's,  who  has  built  a  country  houfe 
in  a  fingular  pofition.  It  is  upon  a  fmall  promontory  projefting  into  the  fea,  fo  that  in 
his  faloon  you  may  fancy  yourfelf  on  boi  vd  of  fhip.  All  veffels  arriving  at,  or  failing 
from  Stockholm,  pafs  by  this  fpot,  and  the  paflage  is  in  this  part  fo  narrow,  that  you 
may  converfe  with  the  marines,  even  at  times  without  a  trumpet.  This  is  in  fummer 
an  incomparable  fituation.  The  King  has  made  a  prefent  to  him,  as  well  as  feveral 
other  perfons  (with  a  view  of  engaging  them  to  build)  of  a  pretty  confidcrable  extent  of 
ground,  which,  with  what  he  gains  upon  the  fea,  by  throwing  out  piers,  enables  him  to" 
encreafe  his  eftate,  and  procure  all  country  enjoyments. 

The  Camp  in  the  Park.  On  the  24th  June,  (St.  John's  Day, J  a  niay-bufh  is  plante* 
before  the  gates  of  caftles  and  country-houfes,  as  in  France  is  done  on  the  ift  of  May,- 
the  King  and  royal  family  fliew  themfelves  again  in  the  park,  and  remain  at  the  camp. 
This  camp,  which  lafts  all  the  month  of  June,  is  compofed  of  the  garrifon  of  Stock- 
holm, that  is  to  fay,  of  the  two  regiments  of  guards,  the  artillery  corps,  one  battalion  of 
the  Queen  Dowager's  guards,  and  the  dragoons.     Along  the  lines,  on  that  day,  long 
May  poles  are  ftuck  in  the  ground,  ornamented  with  garlands  and  cyphers  of  leaves, 
and  fometimes  with  fhields  and  devices  ;  at  the  foot  of  each  are  barrels  of  beer  on  ftands. 
At  fix  or  feven  o'clock,  at  a  certain  fignal,  the  barrels  ^re  tapped,  and  each  foldier  re- 
ceives a  pipe,  a  fmall  loaf  of  bread,  two  herrings,    and  a  trifle  of  money  ;  a  treat  of 
their  feveral  Captains.     The  mufic  of  each  regmient  ftrikes  up,  and  the  foldiers  begin 
drinking  and   dancing.     Acrofs  every  barrel  fits  a  foldier  fantaftically  dreffed  either  as 
Bacchus,  or  in  fome  other  charafter  more  or  lefs  grotefque  :    he  it  is  who  drinks  the 
firft,  and  gives  the  toalts,  which  are  numerous  enough,  and  are  always  fucceeded  by  an 
exclamation  oi  vivat:  whenever  any  of  the  royal  family  or  a  general  paflfes,  their  health.^ 
is  drank  with  a  'vivat.      Soldiers  in  difguife  are  drawn  on  carriages  all  alono-  the  line  • 
thefe  with  drollery  and  finging  ftrive  to  pleafe  the  people  who  flock  in  crowds  to  laugh 
at  them  :    they  fometimes  take  indecent  licence.     Soon  as  the  evening  roll  is  beat,  alL 
immediately  difperfe  in  good  order.       The  royal  family  generally  fup  in  camo   in   the 
King's  tent ;  His  Majefty  himfelf  frequently  fleeps  in  it,  and  notwithftanding'  he  was 
not  prefent  in  1 79 1 ,  his  tent  was  eretited  and  occupied  by  General  Armfeldt  (with  whom 
the  court  fupped)  as  Commandant  of  the  camp  and  troops  ;    the  King  giving  him  the 
General's  Staff,  at  the  time  of  his  departure,   to  hold  during  the  whole  of  his  abfence. 
This  particular  ftaff  is  of  bronze,  overfpread  with  fmall  crowns  in  gold  from  one  end: 
to  the  other.     The  King  commonly  at  his  Icvee  on  Monday  gives  the  flaff  to  one  of  his- 
aides  de  camp,  to  be  entitled  to  which  the  individual  muff  at  leaft  be  a  colonel  ;    and 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  retaining  it,  he  has  fuprerae  power  over  all  that  regards 
the  fervice  in  Stockholm,  Princes  and  Generals  not  excepted  ;  in  one  word,   in  what- 
ever regards  military  matters  he  reprefents  the  King  himfelf.     This  flaff  mull  never  be 
laid  afide  ;  it  is  held  generally  for  a  week  when  the  King  is  at  Stockholm,   and  fome- 
times longer.      His  Swedifli  Majefty  adopted  this  cuftom  from  the  court  of  Ruffia  • 
however  if  fuch  a  practice  remains  there  at  prefent^  it  is  with  a  difference. 

CH.4.P*. 
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Chap.  XL—S/aie  of  the  Swedijh  Troops.  — Difpofitlon  of  the  Soldiery.  —  Abufes  m  mi-^ 

litary  Matters. 

TH'E  Swedifli  army  is  compofed  of  a  fmall  number  of  regiments,  either  levies  or  in 
garrifon,  and  national  troops  :  the  firft,  as  every  where  elfe,  are  compoft-d  of  foldiers  en- 
rolled, taken  wherever  they  were  to  be  found.  The  national  regiments  are  on  eflab- 
lifiiment  only  when  under  order,  or  during  reviews. 

The  provinces  furnifh  according  to  their  population  and  ex'tent,  either  a  regim^-nt  of 
infantry  or  cavalry.  Each  individual  foldier,  as  well  as  officer,  poffefles  a  portion  of 
land  and  a  dwelling ;  and  the  enrolment  is  made  in  fuch  manner  that  as  nearly  as  poffi- 
ble  the  Colonel  Ihould  live  in  the  center  of  his  regiment,  and  each  Captain  in  the  raidft 
of  his  men.     This  colleclion  of  refidences  is  called  Bofielks. 

As  the  revenue  of  the  different  eftates  very  much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
the  pods  of  Colonel  and  Captain  difter  accordingly,  but  may  be  eltimated  at  worth  the 
one  from  1200  to  2000  rix-dollars,  the  other  from  3  to  5C0. 

Each  diftrid  is  thus  obliged  to  furnifli  one  or  more  men,  according  to  irs  being  more  or 
lefs  peopled.  Inftantly  as  one  departs  for  the  army  his  fucceffor  is  defignated  i;n medi- 
ately, fo  that  in  cafe  of  death  the  fubftitution  of  another  man  (hould  take  place  without 
delay.     If  a  canton  be  too  inconfiderable  to  furnifli  a  man,  a  number  unite  for  the 

purpofe. 

During  the  interval  of  military  fervice,  (a  confiderable  part  of  the  year,)  he  either 
works  at  his  bufmefs  or  cultivates  the  ground,  and  is  paid  by  the  proprietor  of  the  ha- 
bitation, which  aflbrds  him  flicker,  at  the  fame  rate  as  other  workmen.  Three  months 
after  the  death  of  a  foldier,  his  wife  and  children  are  obliged  to  give  up  the  dwelling  to 

his  fucceflbr. 

When  the  clergy  were  defpoiled  of  their  poflTeflions,  the  crown  difl:ributed  them  in 
great  meafure  to  individuals  upon  their  engagement  at  the  time,  to  furnifli  perpetually, 
and  maintain  a  certain  number  of  foldiers.  Such  was  the  bafis  of  the  mode  which  is 
now  in  practice,  which  having  been  ratified  by  divers  diets,  is  become  a  fundamental 
bafe  of  the  military  confl:itution. 

All  the  troops  wear  the  Swedifli  drefs,  that  is  to  fay,  a  jacket  and  cloak.  This  cloathing 
is  unfuitable  to  fo  cold  a  climate  ;  the  cloak  does  not  defend  the  whole  of  the  body,  and 
mufl:  needs  be  cumberfome  in  engagement.     The  foldiers  wear  round  hats. 

Some  regiments,  but  their  number  is  few  (that  of  the  Queen  for  example)  are  drefled 
after  the  French  faftiion.  The  general  officers  wear  a  blue  coat  with  gold  tags  :  they 
moftly  have  a  regiment  to  themfelves.  Lieutenant-Colonels  wear  two  epaulets,  the 
fame  as  Colonels  in  France.  Officers  of  whatfoever  rank,  wear  a  blue  and  yellow  fcarf 
under  their  jacket,  and  their  handkerchief  tied  round  their  left  arm.  In  the  lafl:  war 
it  was  perceived  that  this  dift;in£tion,  too  ft^riking  not  to  be  vifible,  pointed  them  out  as 
marks  for  the  enemy.    The  Swedifli  cockade  is  yellow. 
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State  of  the  Sivedijh  Army  in  1791. 
Infantry. 

Levies. 
I  ft  Regiment  of  foot  guards, 
2d  do.  of  guards,  white  and  black  . 
Artillery,  -  »  -  . 

The  King's  regiment,  -  .  - 

The  Queen's  do., 
The  Queen  Dowager'^  do., 
Springporten's  regiment, 
Steding's  do.,  -  -  .  _ 

Two  others  of  eight  hundred  men  each. 
Foot  yagers,  .  -  .  . 


No.  of  Men. 

1200 
1500 
2890 

800 
1200 
1260 

800 

120G 

1600 

800 


Total  of  th( 

;  levied  infantry, 
Cavalry. 

i3>25o 

Levies. 

Huffars, 

. 

597 

Light  Horfe, 

> 

250 

Squadron  of  Coffacks, 

- 

150 

Total, 

997 

National  Troops. 

- 

Infantry. 

The  Regiment  of  Upland, 

1200 

The  Regiment  of  Veflrogothia.     - 

of  Skaraborg, 

1200 

of  Savolax, 

of  Obo, 

1025 

of  Weftmania, 

of  Kronfberg, 

1200 

of  Nyland, 

of  Jonkoeuping,     - 

1 100 

of  Calmar, 

of  Bjceurneborg, 

1025 

of  Nericia  andVarmia 

of  Dalecarlie, 

12CO 

of  Oftrobothnia,     - 

of  Oftrogothie,*    - 

1500 

of  Jemtland, 

of  Tavaft ehus. 

1200 

of  Helfingie 

1200 

Total  of  national  infantry     2 

of  Elffborg 

1200 

J 

22,457 


Cavalry. 

The  regiment  of  the  bodyguard,  atprefent  compofed  of  four 
fquadrons  of  Cuirafliers,   four  of  Light  Dragoons,  and 
one  battalion  of  Chaffenrs,  amounts  coUedively  to       -       ^S'^S 
The  ftandard  of  the  Noblefle,  -  -  395 

The  regiment  of  Weflrogothia,  -  -  -         1 00c 


Carry  forward 


2920 


At  prefent  grenadiers  of  the  body  guard. 


of 
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B rough  tforward 
of  Smaland,  (now  the  dragoons') 
of  Oflrogothie,  (now  the  dragoons) 
of  Northern  Scania, 
of  Southern  Scania, 
The  company  of  Jemtland,  (now  dragoons) 

Total  of  national  cavalry. 


7020 


Dragoons. 

The  body  guard, 

The  regiments  of  Bohus,  now  half  difmounted, 

of  Nyland  and  Tavaftehus, 
The  fquadron  of  Carelie, 

Total  of  national  dragoons, 


3450 


The  annexed  tnble  will  give  an  ample  detail  of  the  S-wediJli  army.,  and  what  it  cojlt  the 


croivn. 


Expence  of  the  provincial  army  in  the  following  years 


Drabans  or  life-giiards,  formerly  Gardes  du  corps, 

Officers  of  the  regiment  Adelsfana,  (  in  Sweden, 

cavalry,                                            I  in  Finland, 

„      .              ,         ,                             fin  Sweden, 
Regiments  of  cavalry,                       jj^  pj^j^^^^ 

_,                                                           fin  Sweden, 
^'•='g°°"«'                                            jin  Finland, 
^    .                                                          (in  Sweden, 
^"^^""•y'                                           tin  Finland, 

In  1696,  when 

Sweden  poffefTed  the 

whole  of  Finland. 

In  1768. 

In  1772. 

Silver  dollars. 

42,420 

12,220 

2633 

628,968 

342,9:6 

56,^106 

7801 

187,042 

85.533 

Silver  dollars. 
50,122 
12,431 

2527 

577.387 

9T,28S 
19:1,483 

i6o..34J 
8, ,283 

Silver  dollars. 
■      1,120,072 

1,266,149 

i,i70,»C 

i,i7«,'90 

Remark.  According  to  the  report  of  the  royal  college  of  war  in  174  ,  the  provincial  regiments  colt  tl  c 
crown  1,105,348  filver  dollars,  paid  by  rents;  and  according  to  the  report  of  the  royal  chamber  of  ac- 
counts in  1772,  their  coft  was  1,119,216  filver  dollars,  of  the  like  value,  both  tftimated  according  to  the 
valuation  of  the  crown,  which,  according  to  the  coiirfc  of  exchange  of  the  prefenc  day,  muft  be  doubled  if 
Hilt  tripled.  The  crown  gives  for  the  rujl  hoUs  and  hojlelhs  of  the  officers  of  cavalry  the  fun  of  872,581  fil- 
ver dollars,  in  rents  at  9  marks  ^^x arpcnt,  for  ten  thoufand  one  hundred  and  lifty-four  cavaliers  and  dragoons, 
including  three  hundred  and  ninety-five ^cn/  d'armet ;  but  the  gardes  du  corps,  as  officers  without  he/ielki, 
are  not  included. 


Annual 
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Annual  expence  of  the  generality  and  raifed '  regiments  U  the  undermentioned 

epochs. 


1696. 

1768. 

1772. 

at  24  marks. 

at  42  marks, 

at  70  marks. 

The  generality, 

or  2  dols.  per  rix-dol. 

or  3!  dols.  per  rfx-dol. 

or  5|dols.  par  rix-dol. 

15,050 

18.247 

20,580 

Regiment  of  guards. 

ii8,88S 

145,000 

160,951 

Garrifons,      J!"  |^7'"^"' 
'       I  in  r  inland, 

J-                     210,48a 

228,371 
157,448 

236,000 
195,300 

Two  corps  of  chafleurs  in  Finland, 

62,273 

One  of  light  dragoons  in  do. 

12,800 

Hufiars, 

101,848 

122,464 

.     .,,            in  Sweden, 

Artillery,  i.    ^.  ,      ,' 

''      in  Finland, 

113.538 

202,626 
63,722 

210,500 
64,375 

-  r-  ■  •                  '"  Sweden, 
Engineers.     |;„  f;^,,,,^; 

195,879 

39,1 80 
«,783 

39,841 
8,783 

Fortrefles,     jl"  ^"-f  "j' 
in  r  inland, 

125,00c 

160,000 

250,000 

200,000 

277,500 

Stores  for  the  fleet  and  army, 

205,380 

53^ '45° 

608,000 

Cloathing  for  the       fin  Sweden, 
troops,                    l^in  Finland, 

j-                       50,000 

318,496 

74,370 

396,500 
52,013 

1,034,217 

2,28o,54r 

2,717,880 

. 

General  expence  of  the  army  according  to  the  Rolls  of  1787. 


Fov  the  college  of  war, 

The  ftafF, 

The  commifTariat  in  Finland, 

rpi        .,•  fin  Sweden, 

The  military,        ^ 


The  artillery, 

Garrifons, 

Fortrefles, 


n  Finland, 
in  Sweden, 
in  Finland, 
in  Sweden, 
in  Finland, 
in  Sweden, 
in  Finland, 

Wood,  coal,  and  oil  in  the  fortrefles. 

Engineers, 

Stores, 

Hiiflars  and  dragoons  of  Carelia, 

Chafleurs  in  Finland, 

Military  fchool  of  Hapanlemi, 

Cloathing  for  the  troops, 

The  saltpetre  direftory, 

Expence  on  marches  in  Sweden, 
Do.  in  Finland, 


Total         Rlx-dollars  in  specie, 


16,299 

16 

.  4,604 

7,949 

47 

4 

281,130 

17 

5 

94'4>5 

32 

6 

65,042 

3« 

7 

18,329 

12 

2 

75.84'5 

2 

^ 

59,886 

I 

5 

54,000 

26000 

26,003 

12 

II 

13,618 

16 

30,246 

I 

9 

40,760 

16 

3 
8 

10,839 

42 

1,150 

147,419 

IJ 

1 

60,793 

41 

4 

20,000 

lO,000 

1,064,996 

18 

8 
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The  Swedifli  army  in  the  year  1776. 


_  Infantry. 


Provi[ici'al  Regiments. 


Upland, 
Skaraborg, 
Abo, 

Sudermanla, 
CroHoberg, 
Jonkopliig, 
l-iccurncborg, 
,  Dalecailia, 
OftiojTothia, 
Tavaftthus, 
Hclfingie, 
Elfsborg, 
Wellrogotha, 
Savolax, 
Wellmania, 
Wellerbothnia, 
Calmac, 
Nyland, 

Neiicie  anc{  Vermelande, 
Ollerbothiiia, 
Kymenegoid, 
Jemtland, 


Rtcruited  Regiments. 


Guards, 
■\rtillery. 

Queen-dowager's  guards, 
The  King's  regiment, 
Springporten's, 
Salza'.s 
Skyttc's, 
Pilixen, 
The  Savolax  yagers, 


No.  of  men 


I  zoo 
1200 

1025 
1200 

[  iOO 
I  IOO 

1025 

1200 
I2Z0 

tco5 

12CO 

1200 
1200 
1238 
I  2CO 
1056 
I  ICO 
1025 

'474 

1200 

128 

1048 


Ex 


pence. 


24,344 


1800 

3000 

1 000, 

800 

ICOO 

iooo 
1200 
1200 

400 


I 

J 

1 1 ,400 


Men    35.74^ 


Silver  dolhrs. 
10,217 

9974 
•5'37' 

'3.127 
10,530 
10,107 

10,786 
10,437 

'4.47.? 

10,906 

99S8 

9936 

9620 

'4.557 
10,817 

10,340 

'4.537 
18.3-99 

M,56o 
15,199 
31,621 
291,351 

i6o,7j;i 
265,875 


43 1. 500 


i2,8oo 
— 870,926 


Cava] 


'■>■• 


Regiments. 


Pay 


162,277 


Adelsfana,  not  levied. 

The  body  guard?, 

Cnirafficrs, 

Wertrogothia, 

Oftrogothia, 

Smalaiid, 

Northern  Scania, 

Southern  do. 

Jemtland, 


Provincial  dragoons. 


Dragoons  of  the  body  guard, 

Nyland, 
The  fquadron  of  Carelia, 
of  Bohus, 


Light  troops  recruited, 


The  light  dragoons, 
HulTars, 


Total  of  Cavalry, 
of  Infantry, 

Total  of  the  army,  cxclufive 
of  officers, 


No.  of  men. 


395 
128 

'505 

ICOO 
lOCO 
lOCO 
IOOO 

loco 

IOO 


:i28 


IOOO 
IOOO 

250 

904 


3'54 


400 
300 


10,98/ 
3  5.744 

46  726 


Expence. 


Silver  dullais. 

14,158 
52,1  18 

145.725 
77.476 
94,889 
81,811 

85.97+ 

84,833 

6,417 


89,060 
87.340 
17.073 
59.677 


643.40 


62,273 

9>.848 


253>^S' 


154,12 


Note.  Two  farms  commonly  between  them  provide  one  foldler,   or  form  a  rote  according  to  the  extent  and  excellence  of  th 
farm.      The  crown  cloaths  the  troops,  and  provides  wavlike  ftores  ;  but  upon  review  days,  held  for  the  fake  of  liquidation  of  th 

hich   is  new  every  eleve 
the  crown  :  thus  Sweder 


prov 
years 
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incial  regiments  once  a  year,   a  certain  fum  is  deducted  out  of  his  advances  for  his  equipment,  wl 
s.      The   farmer  furnidies  the  foldier  witii   his  working  drtfs,  which  occafions  a  great  faving   to  tl 


n  proportion  to  its  population,  is  enabled  to  arm  double  the  number  of  men  to  what  other  powers  Can  do,  who,  while  flie  ca 
raifc  every  twelfth  man,  (including  the  navy,)  can  arm  no  more  than  one  in  twenty-four,  and  this  the  more  readily,  from  th 
foldier  being  capable  by  his  labour  of  earning  fubl'iftence  for  his  wife  and  family.  The  bojjelles  of  the  officers  of  the  provinci; 
regiments  (I  mean  the  infantry,)  amount  annually  to  the  fum  of  232,765  filver  dollars,  according  to  the  ellimation  ofthecrowr 
A3  for  the  regiments  of  provincial  cavalry,  a  rentiil  of  60  dollars  per  annum  is  fet  afide  for  the  maintenance  of  each  man,  his  horl 
and  equipment;  in  fome  provinces  this  rental  is  but  i;o  dollars.  Tli£  dragoons  are  differently  maintained,  with  from  15  to  3 
dollars  allowance  The^^nr  J'armes  receive  5C0  marks  per  man,  if  maintained  by  a  number  of  peafants,  and  tin's  fum  may  o( 
cafionally  amoimt  to  580  where  fnpporttd  by  one  alone  :  this  regiment  not  being  raifed  as  yet,  the  peafantry  pay  this  fum  as 
tree-gift  to  the  crown,  and  the  weight  of  its  prefTure  on  individuals  is  dependant  on  circumllances. 

Remarks.  I .  An  extent  of  land  which  maintains  a  foot  foldier  or  fnilor  is  called  a  Rote  ;  an  eitate  which  maintains  a  horfe  fo 
dier,  a  Rtijl  boll.  The  rentals  above  ftipulaled  are  deducted  by  the  crown  from  the  annual  taxes  paid  by  the  peafantry 
!.  The  regiments  of  cavalry,  rated  above  at  one  thoufand,  were  reduced  to  live  hundred  in  179-,  the  remaining  five  hundred  bcin 
incorporated  in  the  infantry  The  regiment  of  guards  confiifs  at  prefent  of  no  more  than  one  thouf.ind  two  hundred  men 
the  King  in  1792  creating  a  fecond  regiment  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men.  At  his  death  a  number  of  changes  took  plac 
:n  military  affairs,  particularly  a  body  of  horfe  artillery  was  formed,  &c.  &c. 
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Expence  of  the  whole  army. 


45 » 


Provincial  infantry, 
Do.        cavalry, 

Together, 

Recruited  infantry, 
Do.     cavalry, 

Tlie  (lafF, 

Fortifications,  ordnance,  and  ammunition, 

Cloatluiig  for  the  troops, 

Total  of  expence,     - 

Men. 

M>-',44 

IO,2S2 
54,626 

Silver  dol.arr. 

29'  3i' 
b'9-.,55i 

1,187,902 
1,025,047 

2,OlI,2t7 

870,926 
15+  ,21 

1  1  ,400 
700 

12,100 

20,580 
1,542,124 

448,5  r^ 

4,224,166  * 

•  But  call  up  by  the  author,  pofiibly  owing  to  fome 
omiflion,              ... 

5.271.848 

The  difpofition  of  theSwedifli  troops  is  high  fpiritcd,  the  officer  generally  brave,  the 
foldicr  much  refembling  the  French  foidier  :  he  bears  with  impatience  a  continued  fire, 
and  after  fullering  a  few  feconds  without  being  able  to  return  it,  you  are  abfolutely 
obliged  to  charge.  lie  readily  reforts  to  the  bayonet,  and  the  Ruffians  many  times  ex- 
perienced in  the  lad  war  how  much  they  are  to  be  dreaded  with  this  weapon.  The  of- 
iicer  muft  pofitivcly  head  his  troops,  and  frequently  advance  a  few  fleps  in  front,  with- 
out which  poifibly  the  line  might  refufc  to  advance,  this  form  complied  with  the  Swedes 
will  follow  wherever  they  are  led.  During  the  war  in  Finland,  a  regiment  of  infantry 
was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  ;  the  King  fent  for  its  Cohjnel,  who  was  near  him, 
to  he  h\s  aide  de  cam/>gc7U'ra/.  Notwithllanding  this  was  told,  not  a  man  would  ad- 
vance, and  His  Majelty  was  obliged  to  fend  back  his  aide  de  camp  to  head  the  regiment, 
in  which  fituation  he  was  wounded.  The  Swede  fires  but  flowly,  yet  aims  well  :  rarely 
does  it  happen  that  a  company  fires  at  once,  each  man  is  left  to  difcharge  his  piece  at 
pleafure.  After  five  or  fix  rounds,  if  expofed  to  a  battery  or  a  fupcrior  fire,  you  mufl 
lead  to  the  charge,  or  would  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  companies  charging  disorderly  of 
themfelves.  The  Swedifli  foidier  is  religious :  prayers  are  read  exadlly  every  day  in 
each  regiment ;  he  is  naturally  honelt,  fpurns  at  any  thing  mean,  and  is  an  utter  flran- 
ger  to  thofe  vices  which  difgrace  the  foidier  throughout  almoft  all  Europe.  Tiiis  cha- 
rafter,  however,  belongs  to  the  national  troops  alone  ;  the  regiments  levied,  or  in  gar- 
rifon,  are  compofed  in  the  fame  manner  as  every  where  elfe. 

It  is  rcquifite  the  Swcdifh  foldicr  fliould  be  well  fed  ;  he  bears  with  difficulty  any  fub- 
tracllon  from  his  allowance,  or  even  with  having  it  delayed.  This  is  a  cafe  which  can- 
not be  too  firongly  recommended  to  Swedifli  officers. 

Numerous  abufes  prevail  ui  the  adminifiration  of  mifitary  affairs.  Commiffions  are 
publicly  fold  notwithftanding  the  King's  fpecial  orders  that  fuch  fhameful  traffic  fhould 
ceafe.  He  knows,  fo  as  to  put  it  beyond  doubt,  that  his  orders  are  not  regarded  ;  ne- 
verthelcfs  he  can  do  no  more  :  the  matter  is  conducted  with  fo  much  art  as  never  to  ad- 
mit of  proof,  fo  that  even  the  colonels  are  oftentimes  in  ignorance  of  it  themfelves. 

The  rainiitcrs  are  not  nice  in  keeping  the  promifcs  they  make  to  oflicers  :  we  can 
quote  in  proof  of  this,  a  Frenchman  who  fought  through  the  whole  campaign  in  Fiu- 
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land,  who  received  flattering  teftimonials  of  his  conduQ;  from  every  general  under  whom 
he  ferved,  yet  was  unable  to  get  a  company  till  two  years  after  the  peace,  notwithfland- 
ing  it  was  formally  promifed  him,  and  that  he  was  every  way  deferving.  A  number 
of  officers  have  waited  a  long  time,  even  with  the  King's  recommendation  in  their 
pocket.  Miniflers  and  general  officers  obje£t  to  foreigners  on  account  of  their  igno- 
rance of  the  language  of  the  country,  but  when  requifite  to  order  them  to  face  the  ene- 
my they  never  think  of  this  deficiency,  but  rate  them  as  they  truly  are,  very  fit  for  the 
purpofe. 

Chap.  XTI. — Journey  to  the  Mines ;  Sahla ;  Afvejlad  \S(ztcr  ;  Orites;  Fahlun ;  Mora  ; 
Elfdal ;  Quarries  of  Porphyry.  —  Dalecarlians.  — Cefle.  —  Catara6l  of  Efscarleby. 
— Suderfors, 

The  tour  of  which  we  are  about  fo  render  account  is  very  interefting  ;  provided  you 
be  difpofed  to  pay  attention  to  every  thing  curious  it  will  take  up  a  fortnight.  Wead- 
vife  it  to  be  undertaken  in  the  month  of  May,  a  period  when  the  fnow  is  entirely  thaw- 
ed ;  for  unlefs  you  have  the  precaution  to  wait  until  the  fnow  is  wholly  gone,  you  will 
be  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  many  interefting  fpots,  the  road  to  which  is  fre- 
quently impaflable  during  the  thaw. 

From  Stockholm  to  Sahla  is  twelve  miles,  and  an  excellent  road.  The  latter  is  fitu- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  which  feparates  the  government  of  Stockholm  from  that 
of  Upfal.  Before  you  reach  the  ftage  called  Tible,  you  find  two  marble  monuments, 
the  infcriptions  on  which  fhew  them  to  have  been  erefted  in  commemoration  of  the 
marriage  of  Adolphus  Frederic,  with  the  Princefs  of  Pruffia,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
Queen  of  Guftavus  III. 

Sahla  is  a  fmall  and  very  badly  paved  town  ;  the  ftreets  are  ftraight ;  the  houfes  en- 
tirely of  wood,  very  low,  being  feldom  more  than  one  ftory  high  ;  it  may  contain  about 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  inhabitants,  the  greater  part  of  whom  are  employed  in  the 
mines.  Happening  to  arrive  on  the  day  on  which  a  mother  and  daughter,  who  died  of 
diflferent  complaints,  were  buried,  we  remarked  the  fame  oflentation  in  the  funeral,  that 
we  had  noticed  at  Stockholm  ;  as  perfons  concerned  in  the  mine,  each  of  them  was  car- 
ried  by  eight  workmen ;  the  country  people  and  miners  who  followed  them  to  the  grave 
were  all  decently  clad  in  black,  in  a  much  better  manner  indeed  than  is  ufual  in  other 
counti'ies  with  people  of  the  fame  condition.  The  church,  confidering  the  fize  of  the 
town,  is  handfome  enough.  The  living  of  Sahla,  which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  Sweden, 
brings  in  2000  dollars  :  the  Count  de  Schwerin,fonofthedeceafed  fenator  ofthat  name, 
is  the  prefent  incumbent.     The  neighbourhood  of  this  town  is  very  plcafant. 

Sahlahiitta  is  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  foundry  is,  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
the  town:  as  you  travel  thither  you  notice  a  number  of  houfes,  Handing  by  themfelves 
(for  fear  of  fire)  which  ferve  as  magazines  for  floring  the  corn,  grain,  and  forage  of  the 
inhabitants.  All  the  houfes  of  Sahlahutta  are  occupied  by  different  perfons  belonging 
to  the  foundry.  There  is  there  a  church  ;  a  river  which  paffes  through  it  ferves  to 
work  a  number  of  wheels.  More  than  two  hundred  workmen  are  employed  at  the 
foundry,  and  a  like  number  at  the  mines.  The  ftones  drawn  from  the  mine  are  carried 
into  a  building  containing  two  and  thirty  peflles  moved  by  wheels,  which  ferve  to  reduce 
them  to  powder :  there  are  two  forts  of  powder,  the  one  called  flour  or  duft,  and  the 
other  pafte;  the  firft  of  which  is  the  bell :  the  ore  thus  pounded,  runs  off  intcy  wooden 
receivers,  is  fpread  upon  (heets  of  coarfe  cloth,  and  waflied  by  water  which  falls  over 
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It  ;  Jt  is  ftlrred  with  a  fort  of  blunt  flick ;  this  operation  is  termed  the  waHiing.     In  this 
'   part  of  the  building  there  are  eight  wafliing  machines,  and  fifty-fix  are  diflributed  in  dif- 
ferent other  places.     As  the  mine  is  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  town,  an  eltabhfhment 
is  abcut  to  be  formed  in  its  neighbourhood,  fimilar  to  this  for  pounding  and  wafiiin-rthe 
ore;  the  carriage  thus  will  be  lefs,   when  the  ufelefs  matter  is  feparatcd  from  the  ore 
taken  for  melting.     The  wafliing  yields  two  kinds  of  ore  ;  that  which  remains  at  the 
bottom  is  the  richefl.     From  this  part  we  went  to  where  it  is  calcined  ;  they  make  ufe 
of  wood  for  heating  their  furnaces,  two  in  number,    each  of  which  works  three  fchip- 
punds  of  ore  at  a  time.     In  another  building  a  wheel  acts  upon  eight  pair  of  bellows 
and  a  number  of  wooden  mallets  ufed  to  pound  the  charcoal  whichis  afterwards  mixed 
with  clay,  and  ferves  to  form  the  bed  on  which  the  lead  and  filver  runs,  upon  their 
flowing  from  the  furnace.     In  another  building  the  calcined  ore  is  thrown  upon  burn- 
ing charcoal.     In  this  building  there  are  four  furnaces  on  the  firft  ftory  ;  and  in  one  ad- 
joining two  others  of  like  defcription  much  lefs  high.     The  melted  matter  falls    and 
when  the  fcorise  are  taken  off,  an  iron  crow  is  flruck  into  the  body  of  the  furnace    and 
the  metal  runs  into  a  hole  made  in  the  ground  ;  by  a  fecond  procefs  it  is  fhaped  into  in- 
gots, in  moulds,  and  in  this  ftate  it  is  fimply  filver  and  lead.  Adjoining  is  a  houfe  con- 
taining a  furnace  in  which  the  lead  is  feparated  from  the  filver ;  in  this  operation  the 
lead  becomes  vitrified,  and  is  afterwards  reduced  to  its  natural  flate;  this  operation  takes 
up  eight  and  forty  hours ;  a  very  hot  fire  for  eight  or  nine  hours  is  requifite  as  a  laft 
procefs,  to  purify  the  filver  entirely  from  the  little  lead  which  ftill  remains;  this  is  done 
in  a  brick  furnace  placed  under  a  bell,  and  the  method  ufed  is  much  the  fame  as  that 
in  pradice  at  Freyberg.     One  quintal  of  ore  yields  between  *   two  and  three  loths  of 
pure  filver,  and  ten  pounds  of  lead. 

The  wages  of  the  workmen  vary,  fome  are  paid  by  the  job,  others  by  the  month  or 
day  ;  fome  receive  no  more  than  from  one  to  two  rix-dollars  a  month  ;  then  feeing  they 
work  for  tvienty-four  hours  at  a  ftretch,   have  a  reft-day  alternately,  with  a  day  of  la- 
bour :  the  foremen  of  the  foundry  may  earn  about  50  rix-dollars  per  annum,  the  com- 
mon  workmen  from  16  to  25.     A  warehoufe  is  to  be  built  for  the  charcoal  •  ihe  car- 
cafe  is  already  compleat.     On  the  fide  of  the  foundry  you  have  a  delightful  profpeft  of 
a  fmall  lake,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  a  furlong  broad.     In  another  brick 
building,  two  large  furnaces  are  conftrudling,  coated  externally  with  iron  and  "ranite  • 
the  interior  is  to  be  oijlheljiehi,  a  ftone  which  refifts  fire  ;    it  is  expeded  they  will  be 
compleatcd  this  year  1791,  when  the  two  others  we  have  before- mentioned  are  to  be 
deflroyed  ;  thefe  are  in  a  feparate  building  where  the  poorer  part  of  the  ore  fuch  as  is 
not  waflied,  is  roafted  ;  it  is  blended  with  fulphur  for  the  purpofe  of  extrading  the  fmall 
portion  of  filver  it  contains.  Four  open  furnaces  are  conftantly  at  work,  and  two  fmallcr 
onts;  in  thefe  layers  of  charcoal  are  placed  upon  layers  of  ore,  and  a  ftratum  of  coal  at 
the  top.     On  thefe  not  only  is  that  ore  laid  apparently  but  poor,  but  fuch  fcoris  as  are 
fufpeded  to  contain  any  particles  of  filver,  fo  that  this  matter  thus  roafted  confifts  of 
iron,  fulphur,  fcorite,  and  limeftone.     This  operation  has  the  elFeft  of  caufing  the  ful- 
phur to  evaporate,  the  iron  to  become  calx,  and  fits  them  to  melt  together  with  the 
powdjr  of  filver  and  lead.     For  this  calcination  five  hours  are  requifite ;  five  fchip- 
punds  of  ore  may  thus  be  calcined  daily  ;  the  pure  leaden  ore  is  called  fc/j/ic/jter.     The 
cxpences  of  the  foundry  are  about  6000  rix-dollars. 

The  mine  of  Sahlberg  is  fituated  half  a  league  from  Sahla,  and  belongs  entirely  to  in- 
dividuals; it  is  divided  into  one  hundred  andfixty  lots  or  (hares,  to  each  lot  belono-ing 
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a  poi'tion  of  land  and  fome  ground  in  the  town.  The  fliares  in  1790  were  worth  at  lead 
I  coo  rix-doliars  each.  The  net  produce  of  each  fliare  was  30  rix-dol!ars  ;  the  expencc 
of  working  the  mine  is  60 3G  rix-doUars,  which  added  to  6000  (that  of  the  foundry) 
and  4800,  the  net  fuin  fhared  among  the  proprietors,  makes  i6,8oo  rix-doUars,  excUi- 
five  of  the  Klnj>'s  tenth,  the  falaries  of  the  officers,  the  charges  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  works,  as  well  external  as  internal,  and  the  machinery,  which  may  amount  to  7  or 
80  o  rix-dol!ars  more,  the  mine  having  yielded  in  1790,  3000  marks  of  fdver.  This  mine, 
worked  from  time  innnemorial,  was  formerly  much  more  rich  ;  it  has  produced  24,000 
marks ;  but  the  richefl  galleries  have  fallen  in  ;  there  is,  notwithftanding,  ore  met  with 
in  one  part  now  worked,  which  yields  *  30  loths  ot  fdver  per  quintal,  but  this  vein  it  is 
feared  will  quickly  be  exhaulled.  The  mine  at  its  firft  bottom  is  from  one  hundred 
and  fix,  to  one  hundred  and  nine,  fathoms  deep,  at  its  extremity  one  hundred  and 
fifty. 

The  works  of  this  mine  are  highly  defervlng  of  notice  and  wonderful.  You  de- 
fcend  by  a  mouth  called  Queen  ChrilHna's,  the  opening  which  is  twenty-nine  feet  by 
nineteen  ;  this  leads  to  the  firfl:  gallery  :  the  manner  of  going  down  in  buckets  is  un- 
pleafant  to  many,  yet  what  may  tend  to  give  courage  to  the  adventurer,  no  example . 
ever  was  known  of  the  cord  breaking ;  and  if  any  accidents  ever  happen,  which  occa- 
fionally  do  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  in  the  year,  it  is  uniformly  owing  to  impru- 
dence and  careleffnefs.  A  fmgular  prejudice  prevails  here  with  refpeft  to  women :  the 
workmen  pretending  that  as  often  as  any  one  enters  the  mine  fome  misfortune  will  in- 
evitably follow.  A  woman  going  down  a  few  years  ago,  a  workman  within  two  days 
afterwards  committed  fuicide,  which  has  no  ways  contributed  to  diminifii  this  preju- 
dice :  the  workmen  confequently  look  with  an  evil  eye  on  any  woman  who  may  at- 
tempt to  go  down,  a  matter  which  rarely  happens. 

The  bucket  in  which  you  defcend  is  fadened  by  three  chains  of  iron  to  a  rope,  which  is 
changed  every  ten  months,  and  which  afterwards  ferves  to  draw  up  the  ore.    As  many 
as  five  may  go  down  in  the  bucket,  but  generally  no  more  than  three  or  four  defcend  at 
a  time.     We  were  fix  minutes  in  going  down^  and  fix  and  a  half  in  afcending,  on  ac- 
count of  the  movement  leflening  as  the  bucket  approaches  the  furface  :  as  one  bucket 
afcends  another  goes  down  for  the  ore  ;  the  bucket  for  the  defcent  of  the  men  is  always 
the  fame,  and  both  thofe  for  the  ore-  and  the  men  are  conftantly  in  motion  day  and 
nioht.     As  you  go  down  you  provide  yourfelf  with  torches  in  order  to  fee  the  galleries 
worked  in  the  fliaft,  as  well  as  to  direct  the  bucket  and  prevent  its  flriking  againft  the 
projefting  parts  of  the  rock.    One  cannot  help  feeling  a  little  frightened  at  experiencing 
now  and  then  a  fomewhat  fenfible  fhock,  and  which  alarm  is  augmented  by  one's  cri- 
tical fituation  :  this  fliock  is  occafioned  by  the  rope  in  turning  round,  the  cyhnder  fome- 
times  roUing  over  its  own  coils;  and  after  fome  turns,  upon  its  unwinding,  it  caufes  a 
vibration  which  is  communicated  through  the  whole  length  of  the  cord,  and  even  to 
the   bucket  itfelf.     The  two  wheels  which   draw  up  the  bucket  are  double,   and  are 
a£l:ed  upon  by  water  ;  they  are  adapted  fo  as  to  bear  being  turned  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  increafe  or  diminifh  their  velocity,  by  means  of  flood  gates,  which  are  raifed  more 
or  lefs;  they  are  alio  (topped  at  pleafure  :  this  wholly  depends  on  the  man  employed  in  the 
diredion  of  the  ropes,  and  who  is  admonifhed  by  a  call  from  the  top  of  the  mine ;  his 
bufinefs  requires  the  nicefl  attention,   for  any  imprudence  or  forgetfulnefs  might  have 
the  moll  dii'aitrous  confequences.     Thefe  two  wheels  are  forty  feet  in  diameter,  as  well 
•as  the  two  employed  for  the  pumps.     The  water  which  works  the  different  machinery 
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flows  through  a  canal  of  more  than  three -miles  in  length.  There  are  three  rows  of 
pumps  to  the  hydraulic  engine,  for  pumping  the  water  out  of  the  mine  ;  on  the  fide  is 
a  well  called  kneckt,  by  which  you  may  dcfcend  the  mine  by  means  of  ladders  to  the 
depth  of  eighty  fathoms  :  you  perceive  afterwards  a  number  of  fteps  by  which  you  may  go 
down  lower  even  to  the  firft  gallery,  whence  you  have  again  the  choice  of  defcent  either 
by  means  of  the  bucket  or  ladders,  to  the  deepell  gallery  of  the  mine ;  thefe  ladders, 
however,  are  no  wife  convenient,  and  are  ufed  by  thofe  workmen  only  who  are  employ- 
ed at  the  pumps,  every  body  giving  the  preference  to  the  buckets.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  mai'ks  on  the  rope  for  the  purpofe  of  flopping  the  bucket  at  the  galleries  worked 
in  Oueen  Chriftina's  Ihaft.  '1  here  is  a  great  confumption  of  wood  in  this  mine  for 
fplitiing  the  rock  ;  in  different  parts  are  lighted  fires,  which  have  a  fine  etifeft ;  all  the 
vaults  are  exceeding  hard,  the  communications  very  large  and  extremely  neat :  you 
might  drive  a  carriage  through  the  whole  of  the  firft  bottom.  There  is  here  a  fmall 
apartment  for  vifitors  to  reft  themfelves  in,  and  a  regifter  for  the  infcription  of  their 
names. 

In  the  interior  of  the  mine,  the  fign  of  there  being  filver  is  a  fort  of  calcareous 
ftone  mixed  with  mica,  called  by  the  miners  noble  Jloney  wherever  they  meet  with  this 
there  is  always  fome  filver :  it  is  in  fearch  of  this  that  the  ikill  of  the  miner  confifts. 
We  had  a  number  of  veins  of  trapp  pointed  out  to  us,  which  prefented  fome  varieties 
curious  enough  to  an  amateur  :  it  is  found  at  firft  in  very  thin  layers,  the  thicknefs 
of  which  progreffively  increafes ;  it  then  ceafes  all  at  once,  and  is  afterwards  found 
again.  What  is  remarkable  in  this  mine  the  veins  are  irregular,  and  feldcm  contain 
metal  in  a  ftate  of  ore.j  but  in  metallic  mafles.  The  workmen  here,  the  fame  as  at  the 
foundry,  work  but  every  other  day,  and  in  each  twenty-four  hours  are  allowed  eight 
hours  reft  :  their  pay  is  the  fame.  The  foremen  earn  50  rix-dollars,  the  labourers  16 
to  25  rix-dollars  per  month.  The  Shaft,  called  Makleufen,  the  deepeft  of  any,  is 
abandoned,  as  is  Kongfrunuiing,  the  oldeft. 

Herjtenbotten  is  a  mine  which  fell  in  three  centuries  ago  ;  it  fell  in  by  degrees.  Tra- 
dition relates  that  many  perfons  loft  their  lives  on  this  occafion.  S^imdrumningen  is 
another  mine  adjoining,  which  alfo  has  fallen  in.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe  two 
mines  are  great  heaps  of  ftones  formerly  taken  out  of  them.  Some  people  are  employ- 
ed in  feleding  fuch  pieces  as  contain  metal,  and  extract  from  them  annually  300  mark.? 
of  filver.  This  work  was  begun  in  1 753,  and  it  is  calculated  that  the  heap  will  ftill 
furnifli  work  for  fifty  or  fixty  years.  The  King  receives  no  tenth  of  the  produce  of 
thefe  old  mines.  A  little  farther  on  is  a  pit  communicating  with  the  old  mines  ;  the 
ore  from  it  is  drawn  up  by  horfes,  three  of  which  are  conftantly  kept  in  the  mine  ac 
the  firft  bottom,  for  the  purpofe  of  faifing  ore  from  the  deepeft.  The  ftones  yield  a- 
great  quantity  of  lime,  and  ftill  more  might  be  furnifhed  could  a  fale  for  it  be  found. 

It  caufes  much  wonder  to  find  a  mine  in  nearly  a  level  country,  for  this  is  very  lit- 
tle inclined  ;  the  traveller  to  thefe  parts  fnould  provide  himfelf  with  letters  for  Mi". 
Staff  X\\Q  direftor  of  the  mine,  and  Mr.  Phyl ;  the  latter  fpeaks  French  fluently,  and 
was  of  great  fervice  to  us.  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  minerals  procurable  in  this 
mine:  Wei/s  gulden  ;  ore  of  grey  filver,  galena  in  large  and  fmall  cubes;  galena,  cha- 
toyante,  icaly,  and  Iteel  grained ;  blende,  or  zinc  ore,  fcaly,  and  in  fmall  grains ;  na- 
tive regulus  of  antimony  (it  is  no  longer  found),  ftreated  ore  of  antiaiony  ;  arfer.ical 
pyrites,  exceedingly  rare  ;  martial  pyrites,  occafionally  cryftallized;  granulated  iron  ore, 
extremely  rare  ;  finely  grained  calcareous  ftone  ;  ditto  granulated  with  lalt,  white  and 
yellow ;  calcareous  fpath,  white  and  yellow,  cryftallized  in  pyramids  and  in  hexagons 
(^very  rare)  j  white  quartz,  very  unfrequent  j  rock  flint,  white  and  red,  in  which  (tarry 
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fchoerle  is  fcmetimes  found;  mountain  leather  (cuir  de  montagne);  mountain  flefli 
"(chair  de  montagne)  ;  mountain  cork ;  amianthus,  occufionally  blended  with   galena; 
^reen,  yellow,  aiid  black  ferpentine  ;    red  garnets  in  galena  ;  folid  black  trapp  ;    Itea- 
tites  ;  potter's  ftone  ;  and  brown  mica. 

From  Sahla  to  -Afveflad,  four  miles  and  a  half,  by  Brodbo  and  Viggarm.  At  the  firft 
ftage  you  have  a  charming  profpeft  of  a  lake,  which  you  crofs  over  a  raifed  way  :  the 
roads  were  good  enough  the  two  firft  ftages,  at  the  third  they  were  bad.  Near  Sahla 
you  crofs  a  fmall  river  which  furnifiies  water  for  the  works  of  the  mine.  A  quarter  of 
a  mile  before  you  reach  Viggarnc  is  a  barrier,  with  a  cuftom-houfe,  belonging  to  the 
proprietors  of  Sahlbcrg  mine ;  after  wliich,  on  the  left,  you  pafs  over  a  bad  bye  road, 
leaving  the  highway  to  Afveftad  on  the  right.  As  you  leave  Viggarne  you  return  af- 
ter a  long  courfe  to  the  highway.  The  froft  was  entirely  gone  at  Stockholm,  yet  at 
Sahla  we  found  the  lakes  were  ftill  frozen  over,  and  in  different  parts  the  fnovv  yet  laid. 
On  this  road  we  did  not  meet  with  fo  many  gates  as  between  Stockholm  and  Sahla  ; 
and  thefe  are  very  incommodious,  as  they  fo  frequently  oblige  you  to  defcend  in  order 
to  open  them.     Dalecarlia  begins  at  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  ftage. 

Afvejlod.  The  refinery  of  copper  is  the  only  intercfting  obje<5t  in  this  little  town  ;  for 
which  eftablifliment  there  is  a  quarter  fet  apart  of  pretty  large  extent.  You  cannot 
leave  the  town  without  prefenting  at  the  gate  the  infpeQ:or's  ticket  (the  infpedlor  is  Mr. 
Stokenftroeum,  who  conduced  us  every  where,  but  who  underftands  the  Swedifh  lan- 
guage alone).  The  firft  refiner  of  this  eftabliflaraent  was  Marcus  Kock,  born  in  1585, 
he  died  161^9,  as  is  feen  by  his  portrait  at  the  infpedor's  houfe  ;  he  was  born  at  Liege, 
and  was  ennobled  by  Guftavus  Adolphus.  We  were  firft  fliewn  the  furnaces  in  which 
the  copper  is  melted,  which  comes  ft-om  Fahliin ;  each  furnace  melts  from  five  to  fix 
fhippunds,  when  put  in  it  is  called  rokoppar,  and  becomes  garkoppar ;  that  which  is  not 
pure  copper  pail'es  again  into  another  furnace  ;  this  firft  procefs  generally  takes  up  fix 
hours  ;  it  is  however  of  longer  or  fliorter  time  according  to  the  purity  of  the  copper. 
The  copper  is  laid  in  bars,  with  the  coal  above,  in  crucibles  fhaped  like  an  inverted 
cone  ;  at  the  bottom  is  a  bed  made  of  charcoal  and  clay,  mixed  together  as  at  Sahla. 
There  are  fix  crucibles  and  furnaces  for  this  operation  in  three  fliops,  each  of  which  has 
four  workmen.  When  the  copper  is  in  a  ftate  of  fufion,  the  firft  ftieet  or  layer  is  fuftered 
to  cool  in  the  open  air,  afterwards  on  the  others  water  is  thrown,  and  the  whole  is  with- 
drawn by  layers,  which  become  fmaller  and  fmaller  on  account  of  the  fhape  of  the  cru- 
cible ;  thefe  are  laid  in  piles  one  above  another ;  the  crucibles  contain  about  40  layers 
more  or  lefs :  the  fineft  particles  of  copper  rife  and  adhere  to  iron  bars  placed  infide 
the  chimney,  from  which  they  are  afterwards  withdrawn.  Each  furnace  has  an  im- 
menfe  bellows  worked  by  water.  Nothing  but  charcoal  is  ufed,  of  which  there  are 
large  warehoufes  full ;  the  annual  confumption  is  twelve  thoufand  lafts,  each  of  twelve 
tons.  There  is  another  building,  in  which  are  two  machines  that  work  eight  peftles 
for  pounding  the  clay  and  charcoal,  of  which  the  bed  of  the  crucible  is  made,  and  to 
which  many  particles  of  copper  adhere ;  afterwards  this  duft  is  waflied  the  fame  as 
at  Sahla.  IJetween  thefe  two  pounding  machines  you  pafs  under  a  vault,  whence  falls 
a  very  pretty  Imall  cafcade.  In  another  building  are  fix  hammers  for  flattening  the 
copper  into  ftieets  :  there  are  befides  fmaller  hammers  for  thofe  flieets  of  which  copper- 
pans  and  other  utenfils  are  made.  In  the  fame  place  with  the  hammers  for  flattening 
are  alfo  two  furnaces,  one  contains  a  veflel  in  which  the  metal  is  fufed,  whence  it  is  la- 
dled out  and  poured  into  moulds  made  of  charcoal,  clay,  and  iron  mixed  together  ;  in 
thefe  it  cools,  and  while  yet  red^  it  is  withdrawn  from  the  moulds  and  placed  beneath 
the  h^mniers.  It  is  afterwards  heated  anew  feveral  times  until  it  be  fufficieatly  flattened  : 
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the  fccond  furnace  is  for  the  latter  purpofe.      The  largefl;   Hieets  are  three  yards 
and  a  half  long  by  two  yards  broad.      1  he  moulds  are  of  a  great  or  fmallerfize, 
according  to  the  intended  dimenfions  of  the  flieets.  '  Copper  in  Ihcets  colls  from  6  to 
7  flcillings  *  per  lb.     The  canal  which  fupplies  the  manufaftory  with  water  is  inter- 
fered by  a  number  of  flakes  of  moderate  height,  in  order  to  Itop  the  courfe  of  the  ice 
at  the  top,  and  prevent  its  hindering  the  flowing  of  the  water  :  with  this  precaution  the 
works  have  not  been  interrupted  by  the  molt  rigid  winter.     In  the  laft  war  between 
England  and  France  four  thoufand  two  hundred  fchippunds  f  were  annually  refined, 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  of  which  were  made  into  ftieets  for  coppering  (hips  ;  at 
other  periods  no  more  than  three  thoufand  fchippunds  are  manufactured.     The  other 
three  thoufand  worked  at  Fahlun  are  made  into  brafs.     Here  is  a  magazine  of  copper 
fheets ;  adjoining  one  of  garkoppar,  both  inconfiderable.     The  flieets  for  coppering 
fliips  are  five  feet  long  by  eighteen  inches  wide ;  they  are  packed  for  the  convenience 
of  tranfport,  in  the  fame  manner  as  glafs,  and  are  fent  to  Wefl:eros,  whence  they  are 
fliipped  for  Stockholm  ;   where  they  can  ufe  fledges  :  they  are  fent  to  the  latter  place 
by  land.     The  loading  of  a  fledge  is  at  mofl:  but  three  fchippunds,  and  the  expence  of 
tranfport  to  Stockholm,  fixteen  and  a  half  rniles  diftant,  is  1 2  copper  dollars  per  fchip- 
pund.     Between  the  two  magazines  is  an  office  where  you  write  your  name,  and  where 
it  is  ufual  to  be  weighed  :  this  is  a  fpecies  of  contribution  under  which  you  are  laid,  and 
of  which  you  are  quit  for  half  a  rix-dollar.     We  faw  here  coinages  of  copper  defigned 
for  Poland  and  France,  which  required  nothing  but  the  ilamp  ;  we  were  enabled  to  learn 
what  was  the  charge ;  they  are  fent  to  the  merchants  of  Stockholm  who  forward  them. 
At  this  manufadtory  alfo  all  forts  of  iron  work  are  effected.     A  common  faw-mill  for 
cutting  planks.     In  another  building  two  cylinders  in  metal,  for  rolling  of  copper  into 
fheets,  particularly  flieets  for  coppering  of  ftiips  ;  in  front  of  thefe  cylinders  are  fur- 
naces in  which  wood  alone  is  ufed ;  and  under  the  fame  roof  a  heavy  hammer  with  a 
furnace,  a  pair  of  hand  fliears  to  cut  the  copper  flieets  with,  and  one  of  a  larger  fize 
worked  by  water.     A  building  containing  an  iron  forge,  in  which  is  a  furnace  and  largfe 
hammer.     Another  for  coinage  :  the  machine  for  cutting  the  pieces  of  copper  confifis 
of  two  wheels,  each  having  eight  bands  fitting  each  other,  of  the  breadth  of  the  intended 
coin,  the  flicet  is  paflbd  between  thefe  two  wheels,  and  is  cut  by  them  into  eight  rib- 
bons ;  thefe  are  palled  between  the  cylinders  to  give  them  the  requifite  thicknefs  of  the 
intended  coin,  and  are  afterwards  placed  between  two  pieces  of  iron  which  cut  them 
wuh  the  greateft  facility  and  give  them  the  i-equifite  iliape;  this  machine,  of  very  fimple 
conn;rudion,  is  worked  by  water:    there  are  two,  one  correfponding  with  the  other. 
From  a  fmall  neighbouring  efplanade  you  behold  a  fall  of  the  Dahl,  which  is  very  broad; 
in  order  that  water  may  never  be  v,'anted,  a  cut  has  been  contrived  to  the  manufadory 
with  a  lock.     Never  fince  1768  has  there  been  any  Swedifli  coinage,  unlefs  of  Pollct,  a 
coin  peculiar  to  Dalecarlia,  worth  a  Ikilling  and  a  quarter.     There  is  a  building  in  which 
are  two  common  caflcs  full  of  holes,  into  which  the  pieces  cut  as  above  defcribed,  are 
thrown  to  polilh  by  means  of  the  motion  given  by  water  to  the  cafls.s,  over  which  fmall 
gutters  conllantly  throw  water :  the  pieces  i-eceive  polifli  fimply  by  fridion,  afterwards 
they  are  dried  in  fmall  furnaces  ;  this  lafl:  operation  is  of  very  (hort  duration,  an  hour, 
or  at  moll  an  hour  and  a  half,  this  done,  the  pieces  are  ready  to  receive  the  impreflion. 
In  the  fame  place  is  a  machine  for  the  fafiiioning  of  cylinders,  an  apartment  in  which 
women  are  occupied  in  feparating  the  bad  and  good  pieces  of  copper,  whence  they  are 

•  From  i&.  to  8^d.  per  pound.     Copper  in  England  has  been  as  liigh  as  ipt".  is  nov,  t8c7j  at  13d- 
•)•  About  fix  hundred  tons. 
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put  in  cafks  and  fent  to  Stockholm.  A  very  fmall  warehoufe  of  tea  and  coffee  urns, 
bronzed  in  the  Englifh  ftile ;  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done  is  kept  a  fecret,  all  we 
learned  was,  that  the  different  articles  were  daubed  over  with  a  brufh  with  various 
colours.  A  place  in  which  pots  and  pans,  &c.  are  manufaftured.  It  contains  a  fur- 
nace, five  working  benches,  and  feveral  anvils.  In  the  court  is  a  wooden  horfe  for  the 
punifiiment  of  diforderly  workmen. 

A  hundred  workmen  are  employed,  who  receive  by  the  fchippund  of  work  done,  ac- 
cording to  what  defcription  of  work  it  may  be,  from  lo  to  100  (killings:  40  {killings 
are  thus  divided,  the  foreman  has  fix  dollars,  the  headman  under  him  four,  the  fecond 
three,  and  the  lad  two  dollars.  We  faw  a  child  there  whofe  hair  was  abfolutely  green, 
the  refult  as  we  were  told,  of  his  being  expofed  to  the  vapours  of  copper.  Before  1777 
this  manufactory  belonged  to  the  crown  ;  it  was  then  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
mine  of  Fahlun. 

The  town  contains  feven  hundr.ed  inhabitants  ;  the  pavement  here  is  as  deteftable  as 
in  other  towns  of  Sweden,  where  it  is  worfe  than  in  any  other  country. 

At  a  good  half  league  from  Afveftad,  are  the  brafs  works  of  Biurfors^  belonging  to 
Mr.  Vahrendorf.  There  are  five  in  Sweden  at  the  following  places,  Norkioeuping, 
Nikceuping,  Gufum,  and  Skultuna  ;  of  the  laft,  which  we  faw,  we  fhall  fpeak  as  we 
proceed  ;  the  method  is  the  fame  ufed  in  all,  the  only  difference  of  them  is,  fome  furnifh 
more  brafs  than  others. 

Provided  one  have  time,  an  excurfion  may  be  made  to  Norberg,  two  miles  diftant. 
Here  it  is  that  the  new  canal  of  Stromjholm  begins,  which  ends  in  the  Moeler  lake :  in 
another  chapter  we  fhall  fpeak  of  it  in  the  order  of  our  travels. 

Norberg.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  village  are  mines,  famous  not  only  for  the 
variety  of  veins  and  the  quantity  of  ore  they  produce,  but  alfo  for  the  curious  minerals 
they  afford  ;  yet  muft  it  not  be  expefted  that  all  the  poffible  variety  of  minerals  will  be 
found  here  in  one  day  :  amateurs  will  have  occafion  for  fome  time  to  examine  all  the 
produce  of  the  mines  and  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  rubbifh,  and  fpite  even  of 
fuch  delay,  fome  rare  pieces  may  efcape  them  which  are  only  met  with  occafionally  and 
at  intervals  in  the  veins.  The  mines  are  chiefly  of  iron,  there  are  fome  copper,  but 
thefe  moftly  abandoned  :  here  in  the  mineral  kingdom  are  found  hematites  of  a  blueifli  . 
colour,  folid,  lamillated,  micacious,  fine  grained,  and  fparkling  :  thefe  varieties  are  prin- 
cipally found  in  quartz.  Black  iron  ore,  fometimes  of  a  fhining  furface,  granulated  in 
fine  grains,  cryitallized  in  polygons,  odaedra,  cubes,  and  rhomboides.  Native  copper 
arborized  in  folid  and  fuperficial  branches:  native  copper  is  fometimes  met  with  in  Gri- 
allan  mine  among  the  iron  ore.  Superficial  mountain  blue.  Mountain  green.  Copper  ore 
of  a  red,  azure,  greenifh  yellow,  and  pale  yellow  colour.  Green,  white,  and  violet  colour- 
ed fluor  in  oftaedralcryitals.  Mineral  pitch.  Druzes  of  topazes,  differently  clouded. 
Druzes  of  pale  amethyils,  of  cryllals  of  grey  and  white  quartz  ;  the  cryftals  are  rarely 
priiinatic  :  fometimes  however  common  rock  cryfial  is  met  with,  although  fmall.  White 
and  grey  quartz.  Red  feldtfpar  in  hexagonal  plates,  with  fliort  points  of  three  facets  j 
thefe  cryllals  are  frequently  covered  with  a  quartz,  like  cryftalline  cruft.  Staljlein,  or 
white  tin  ore  in  fine  grains,  white  in  the  mine,  but  which  blackens  when  expofed  to  the 
air.  At  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Vejianfors,  is  a  copper  mine  deferted,  a  furnace  and 
iron  forge.     After  this  excurfion,  you  return  to  Afveftadt. 

From  Afveftadt  we  proceed  by  Grodau  to  Sater,  three  miles  and  a  half  diftant. 
The  roads  were  not  in  good  order  on  account  of  its  thawing,  (in  April)  notwithftand- 
ing  the  banks  were  yet  covered  with  a  quantity  of  fnow,  particularly  on  the  fecond  ftage 
which  traverfcs  a  very  long  foreft.     On  leaving  Afveftadt  you  have  a  charming  profpett 
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Rs  you  trvael  along  the  banks  of  the  Da/j!,  till  you  arrive  at  a  floating  bridge,  which  the 
lightefl:  carriage  caufes  to  fink  in  the  water.  Half  a  mile  from  Grodceu,  you  pafs  the 
flanks  of  the  little  town  Hedemora,  at  which  there  is  a  powder-mill,  but  which  contains 
nothing  worthy  of  remark. 

ScEier,  an  extremely  fmall  town,  contains  no  more  than  from  three  to  four  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  deferves  to  be  vifited  merely  on  account  of  the  mine  of  Bipfberg,  in  its 
neighbourhood  :  it  is  fituated  a  league  diftant  from  the  town,  in  a  direction  oi"  W.  N.  W. 
Although  of  much  greater  anceflry,  it  is  unnoticed  in  hiftory  before  1420.     Before  the 
time  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  it  belonged  to  the  two  towns  Hedemora  and  Huiby,  the  Bifliops 
of  which  enjoyed  the  revenue  from  them  ;  but  that  Prince  took  it  for  the  ufe  of  the 
crown  at  the  time  of  his  feizing  upon  ecclefiaftical  property.     Owing  to  fome  carelefs- 
nefs  of  the  miners  in  the  feventeenth  century,  it  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and  remained 
thus  in  ruins  for  twenty  years ;  when  the  crown  conceded  its  right  to  any  who  chofe  to 
work  it  anew ;  it  was  confequently  worked  again  in  1 6gj  :  at  prefent  the  A?io-cr/Ieins 
are  the  chief  proprietors,  Mr.  Vahrendorf  has  a  fourth ;  it  does  not  even  pay  a  tenth 
to  the  King.     This  mine  is  exceeding  rich,  yielding  annually  from  twenty  to  twenty-one 
thoufand  fchippunds  of  iron,  its  dividends  are  60  to  70,  and  even  80  per  cent.     Danne- 
mora  mine  does  not  produce  fo  rich  an  ore,  although  it  be  more  eafy  to  work  ;  the 
veins  run  from  eafl:  to  weft ;  the  greateft  depth  of  the  mine  is  eighty  fathoms  ;  it  has 
four  galleries  or  bottoms  :  the  firlt,  Benzehband,  the  fecond,  Adolphus  Frederic    the 
third,  Guftavus  the  3d,  and  the  fourth,  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the  Prince-royal,  the 
breadth  of  the  gallery  of  the  latter  name  is  feventeen  fathoms.     Independent  of  thefe 
grand  galleries,  there  are  feveral  worked  which  are  fmaller.      It  has  three  principal 
fliafts  ;  one  for  the  workmen  alone,  another  may  be  availed  of  near  the  hydraulic  en- 
gine, but  this  is  a  bad  defcent,  and  only  fervesfor  the  workmen  employed  at  the  pumps. 
You  defcend  to  the  interior  of  the  mine  by  tolerably  commodious  fteps.     In  afcehdino- 
from  the  loweft  gallery,  you  have  to  go  up  three  ladders  of  fifty,  forty-three,  and  thirty^ 
four  fteps,  before  you  arrive  at  the  ftables ;  on  reaching  the  ftables,  you  are  fenfibie  of 
cold,  which  fenfalion  arifes  from  the  vicinity  of  the  pumps.     On  leaving  the  ftables 
you  mount  again  by  three  other  ladders  each  of  thirty-fix  fteps  ;  you  afterwards  find 
five  others  of  thirty,  thirty-fix,  thirty,  twenty,  and  thirty  fteps,  after  which  you  arrive 
at  a  door  of  communication  with  the  pumps  j  here  being  come  to  day  light,  the  torches 
are  extinguiflied  though  you  have  ftill  two  ladders  to  afcend,  one  of  forty,  the  other 
of  thirty-two  fteps ;  the  firft  is  very  damp  :  the  whole  number  of  ladders  are  thirteen 
and  of  fteps  four  hundred  and  fifty-two.     The  mouth  by  which  you  defcend  is  about 
twelve  feet  over;   it  takes  from  two  hours  to  two  hours  and  a  half  to  make  the  tour  of 
this  mine.     The  ore  here  is  found  in  extreme  large  metallic  maffes  not  very  difficult  to 
work ;  in  many  places  it  is  reduced  to  powder  :  the  works  of  the  mine  appear  to  be 
very  well  underftood,  yet  did  we  experience  dampnefs  in  certain  parts  :  there  is  a  gate 
midway  of  the  depth  of  the  mine,  which  is  fliut  on  holidays,  which  gate  we  had  a  diffi- 
culty in  getting  through,  on  account  of  a  pool  of  water  before  it.     Notwithftandint^  the 
immenfe  quantity  of  ore  which  is  extrafted  from  the  prefent  galleries,  three  new  ones 
are  begun  ;  thefe  are  ftiled  works  of  fpeculation.     The  fubterraneous  vaults  are  large 
and  handfome,  in  no  part  are  you  obliged  to  ftoop ;    you  muft  be  cautious  in  paffing 
fuch  parts  where  wood  has  been  burnt  to  mollify  the  ore,  as  you  riiay  otherwife  be  fuf- 
focated  with  the  fmoak  and  heat  which  remains  for  a  long  time  afterwards;  in  this  opera- 
tion much  wood  is  ufed  and  very  little  gunpowder.     No  more  than  thirty  workmen  are 
employed  in  this  mine,  twenty  of  which  are  conftantly  at  work :  the  ore  is  fent  to  dif- 
ferent parts  to  be  melted.     The  principal  place,  Nipyttan,  is  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
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mine.  An  amateur  may  meet  here  with  the  following  articles  :  iron  ore  granulated,  in 
very  friable  grains.  Lamiliated  hematites  of  a  blueifh  colour.  Molybdene.  Quartz. 
Druzes  of  quartz.  Mineral  pitch.  Fibrous  fchoerle,  and  coarfe  and  hard  amianthus. 
It  will  be  feen  th-ere  is  no  great  variety  of  curious  matters. 

The  mounta'in  in  which  this  mine  is  fituated  is  not  very  lofty,  notvvithftanding  which, 
the  profpecl  it  affords  is 'delightful ;  from  the  houfe  of  the  infpeclor,  when  the  horizon 
is  not  overclouded,  you  may  diilinguifli  the  lleeple  of  Fahlun  ;  the  pumps  are  perceived 
at  a  very  great  diflance,  and  extend  over  a  large  fpace. 

From  Sceter  to  Grangue  is  four  miles  and  a  half  to  the  Weft.  Here  are  large  and 
curious  mines  of  iron  ;  but  you  have  to  return  thence  the  lame  way  you  go,  and  the 
road  has  nothing  to  recommend  it. 

From  Soeter  you  may  make  a  flight  excurfion  to  Lcefos,  where  is  a  filver  and  copper 
mine,  fmall  but  interefling ;  it  is  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Skieder ;  here   is  found  na- 
tive filver  very  rare.     Galena  in  cubes,  fcaly,  and  (feel  grained.     Yellow  copper  ore, 
blende,  arfenical  pyrites,  calcareous  ftone,  fluor  of  different  colours,  rather  fcarce,  rock 
flint,  and  rock  horn :  afier  leaving  the  mine,  and  vifiting  the  foundry,  you  return  to 
Sceter.     If  the  traveller  fhould  have  leifure,  he  may  take  a  turn  on  the  oppofite  fide  to 
Grengiefberg,  where  are  feveral  iron  mines,  and  where  fome  curious  minerals  may  be 
had  ;  fuch  as  iron  ore,  black  and  folid,  granulated,  in  fine  grains  and  m.icacious  of  vari- 
ous very  lively  colours,  blue,  green,  golden,  and  yellow,  cryftallifed  in  octaedra  in  the 
body  of  the  common  ore.     Solid  hematites  of  a  blueifli  colour,  lamiliated  and  cellularly 
ctyftallifed,  and  tnicacious  and  fparkling.     Mineral  pitch.     Micacious  and  ftriated  pot- 
ter's ftone.      Calcareous  cryftals  of  fpar  in  flat  hexagons,  piled  irregularly  one  above 
another,  and  covered  with  very  fine  druzes  of  quartz.      Druzes  of  quartz  enveloping 
iron  ore  in  fuch  m  nner,  that  the  pieces  feem  like  broken  nuts  of  iron  ore  glued  over 
with  cryftallifed  quartz.     If  defirous  of  vifiting  this  mine,  the  fliorteft  way  will  be  from 
Hedemora,  as  well  as  to  go  to  that  of  Garpenberg,  a  mile  away  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Dahl   near  a  fmall  lake  :  thefe  are  mines  of  copper  which  have  been  worked  for  a  very 
long  time,  but  which  at  prefent  are  on  the  decline  ;  they  belong  to  Mr.  Vahrendorf : 
in  thefe  are  found  copper  ore  of  grey,  yellow,  and  pale  yellow  colour.      1  effilated  and 
fcaly  galena.     Blende.     Green  fpar,  fometimes  enamelled  at  the  furface  with  yellow  • 
copper  ore.      Potter's  ftone  of  different  forts.     Norrka  quartz,  or  potter's  ftone,  en- 
crufted  with  garnets  :  after  vifiting  the  foundry  at  this  place,  you  return  to  Hedemora. 
From  Sceter  to  Fahlun,  through  Naglarby,  is  three  miles  and  a  half;  you  return  by 
the  way  paffed  over  before,  pafs  by  the  fide  of  the  mine  which  is  left  at  the  right,  and 
afterwards  under  the  gutters  of  the  pumps;  along  the. whole  of  this  ftage  you  meet 
with  chinks  which  prefent  infallible  indices  of  a  confiderable  revolution  in  this  quarter, 
they  obliging  you  to  make  too  long  circuits,  which  much  lengthen  the  road  you  have  to 
pafs  :  a  little  beyond  Naglarby  you  crofs  the  DabI,  but  ere  this  you  find  yourfelf  clofe 
upon  Tuna,  a  mine  of  zinc  and  filver,  which  was  prolific  in  the  time  of  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus,  and  from  the  produce  of  which  he  made  his  prefents  ;  at  prefent  it  is  deferted. 
Jl^earer  to  Soeter  is  the  old  filver  mine  of  Silverget,  now  abandoned  ;  two  miles  from 
Tuna  is  Gagnef,  where  loadftones  of  great  virtue  have  been  found  ;  but  of  thefe  at  pre- 
fent none  are  to  be  met  with.  After  croffing  the  Dahl,  we  left  the  great  road  and  turned 
to  the  right  at  a  place  called  Ornces,  half  a  mile  diftant  ;    after  going  over  a  bridge 
acrofs  a  river  and  coafting  a  very  pleafant  lake,  we  came  to  the  houfe  wherein  Guftavus 
Vafa  w.is  concealed  in  1520,  when  purfued  by  the  fatellites  of  Chriftiern. 

Th.s  houfe,  the  conftruclion  of  which  is  fingular,  has  been  conftantly  preferved  in  its 
primitive  ftate  j  the  ftaircafe  is  on  the  out  fide,  in  the  fecond  ftory  is  the  room  which 

was 
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was  occupied  by  Guftavus  ;  it  is  tolerably  large,  and  almofl  perfectly  fquare,  on  the  two 
fides  of  the  door  on  the  infide,  are  the  two  faithful  grey  Dalecarlians  drefl:  in  white  wool- 
len cloth,  and  armed  from  top  to  toe,  with  the  fugar-loaf  hat  worn  by  them  at  the  time; 
by  tlie  fide  of  them  and  near  the  bed  is  the  faithful  domeflic  who  conflantly  followed 
the  fortune  of  Guflavus;  he  himfelf  is  in  the  corner  oppofite  to  the  door  (landing  armed 
under  a  canopy,  in  his  right  hand  he  holds  his  general's  ftafF,  and  his  left  is  placed  on  a 
bible  on  a  table  on  which  are  his  helmet  and  gloves  ;  every  thing  belonging  to  the  bed 
has  been  preferved  ;  above  and  on  the  fides  of  the  door  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  bed  are 
infcriptions  in  letters  of  gold  analagous  to  the  events  of  the  Hfe  of  Guflavus  I.  ;  near 
the  bed  is  the  genealogical  tree  of  his  houfe,  continued  to  Guftavus  III.,  although  his 
immediate  race  was  long  before  extinguiflied  ;  Guftavus  III.  bearing  relation  to  him 
onlv  by  the  female  fide.  Around  the  chamber  are  fome  geographical  charts,  and  rather 
coarfe  portraits  of  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  Sweden  from  the  time  of  Gullavus  Vafa. 
You  are  afterwards  {hewn  the  privy  in  which  he  was  concealed,  and  whence  he  efcaped 
to  effedt  the  union  which  afterwards  took  place  at  Mora.  The  lake  offers  the  mofl: 
pleafing  point  of  view  imaginable:  a  curious  traveller  will  not  mifs  the  opportunity  of 
noticing  this  houfe,  and  certainly  will  find  it  highly  interefting  fince  it  ferved  as  an 
afylum  to  one  of  the  greatefl  men  v\  ho  ever  graced  the  throne  or  human  nature. 

The  tranflators  of  the  fecond  travels  of  Mr.  Coxe,  has  made  him  commit  a  number 
of  errors  in  his  defcription  of  this  houfe,  fuch  even  as  make  it  doubtful  if  he  were  fuf- 
ficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  Englifli  to  have  attempted  a  tranliation.  We  advife 
our  readers  moreover  to  give  no  greater  credit  to  the  I'elation  of  a  Dutch  officer,  who 
affirms  (page  165,  in  8vo.  la  Haye,  1789,)  "  that  you  muft  turn  out  of  the  highway  for 
half  a  mile,  and  travel  over  a  dreadful  road  and  frightful  mountains  in  order  to  arrive 
there."  We  have  before  had  occafion  to  point  out  a  number  of  errors  in  this  work,  and 
are  far  from  having  enumerated  the  whole.  Were  the  road  even  as  bad  as  is  defcribed, 
ftill  would  the  traveller,  if  poflefled  of  a  particle  of  curiofity,  feel  himfelf  induced  to  vifit 
this  interefting  houfe  :  it  is  however  no  more  than  a  fliort  qua'rter  of  a  league  out  of  the 
way,  nor  are  there  either  frightful  rocks  or  precipices  between. 

You  begin  to  fmell  the  fulphur  at  a  pretty  confiderable  diftance  from  Fahlun  :  there 
we  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  from  the  number  oi  open  furnaces  burning 
for  the  purpofe  of  grilling  the  ore,  thefe  feemed  to  us  a  general  conflagration.  The 
miff  over  the  mouth  of  the  mine  is  very  thick  ;  the  road  runs  by  it  and  even  under  the 
fpouts  of  the  pumps. 

Fahlun,  the  capital  of  Dalecarlia,  is  a  town  of  no  great  fize,  containing  but  four  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  Its  charter  is  dated  •^oth  Oftober,  1641:  it  pofTcfled  charters  of  earlier 
date,  that  is  to  fay  160S  and  1624,  but  thefe  were  granted,  principally  that  trials  might" 
be  made,  and  have  been  amended  in  the  charter  firff  mentioned.  The  church  built  in 
\6^c,  is  covered  with  copper,  which  covering  has  already  been  renewed  three  times. 

The  traveller,  if  he  be  provident,  will  write  beforehand  to  fome  merchant  in  order  to 
procure  lodging,  (a  number  of  people  let  apartments  at  fo  much  per  diem, )  for  owing  to 
the  fmall  number  of  ffrangers  who  vifit  this  place,  there  is  but  one  inn  in  the  fquare 
near  the  church,  which  it  is  true  is  a  tolerably  good  one,  but  which  may  perchance  be 
full,  as  we  found  the  cafe.  The  only  object  of  curiofity  in  this  town  is  the  copper  mine 
and  its  pertinences  :  thefe  certainly  recompenfe  you  for  your  trouble,  which  on  our  part 
we  were  no  ways  difpofed  to  regret. 

The  famous  mine  of  Kopparberg  is  at  the  diffance  of  five  hundred  toifes  from  the 
town  :  its  origin  is  unknown  ;  its  moll  ancient  exiffing  charter  is  that  of  Magnus  Snick, . 
in  1347}  which  afcertains  that  there  were  anterior  charters.     At  different  periods  it  has 

experienced : 
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experienced  damage,  the  falling  in  of  parts  of  It  in  1789,  laded  for  two  days.     Tlie  great. 

eft  depth  of  the  mine  (in  1791,)  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  fathoms.    The  main 

flvdft,  the  depth  of  which  is  forty,  included  in  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  which 

the  laft  fall  has  fomewhat  diminiflied,  is  two  hundred  fathoms  long  by  one  hundred  and 

twenty  broad  ;  you  defcend  to  this  by  a  wooden  ftaircafe  formed  on  the  rock,  and  at 

the  extremity  of  this  large  opening  you  find  the  entrance  into  the  mine  :  perhaps  there 

is  none  in  the  world  the  defcent  of  which  is  lefs  fatiguing  ;  it  has  ftaircafes  thevvhole 

way  to  the  bottom,  the  laft  twelve  fathoms  excepted,  down  which  you  go  by  an  iron 

ladder;  this  Is  the  molt  unpleafant  part  of  the  defcent,  or  rather  the  only  one  that  is  at 

all  fo,  it  conducts  you  to  the  deepeft  part  called  Jrmfeldt's  hole.      The  ftaircafes  are 

fo  convenient  that  even  the  horfes  employed  in  the  mine,  twenty-two  in  number,  go  up 

and  come  down  them  ;  but  when  by  any  extraordinary  accident  the  ftaircafes  become 

impaflable,  they  are  let  down  the  great  pits  by  means  of  cords,  in  a  fpecies  of  harnefs 

made  on  purpofe  (for  the  Chriftmas  review.)     .Some  years  ago  the  new  ftaircafes  not 

being  yet  compleat  and  the  old  one  being  unfit  for  longer  fervice,  they  were  drawn  up 

and  let  down  conftantly  in  this  manner.     The  following  are  the  difterent  galleries  you 

iind  in  going  over  the  mine,  and  their  depths  from  the  fummit  of  the  ftaircafe  of  the 

■great  opening  :  the  gallery  of  ^ow^t?  forty-two  fathoms.     Of  T/7^j  forty-three.     Afmall 

gallery  at  prefent  abandoned,  ov/Ing  to  the  fall  of  the  roof  in  1789  ;  the  vault  now  en- 

creafes  in  fize  as  you  arrive  at  the  ftaircafe  of  Guftavus  III.  ;  a  dirty  road  with  a  little 

ftreamlet :  the  vaults  are  fix  feet  high  and  from  four  to  five  broad.     The  gallery  of 

Sophia  Albertlne,  fixty-five  fathoms.     The  gallery  of  Prince  Charles,  feventy-two :  vaults 

of  mafonry.  The  gallery  of  the  Flotte,  eighty-eight:  here  you  dlftingulfl"!  a  vitriolic  fmell 

proceeding  from  a  communication  with  the  fliaft  of  Guftavus  Adolphus ;    here  is  a 

forge,  a  furnace,  and  an  anvih      The  gallery  of  Mars,  one  hundred  ;  here  you  feel  a 

fmart  breeze,  and  are  offended  by  a  very  difagreeable  fmell.     The  North  gallery  one 

hundred  and  nine.     The  gallery  of  Prince  Guftavus  one  hundred  and  nine ;  they  are 

at  work  in  this  at  prefent.      The  Brother  one  hundred  and  ten.     Rolamb  one  hundred 

and  ten  ;  a  large  vault  where  they  are  now  at  work,  they  have  fupported  the  roof  by 

means  of  fcantling,  and  at  prefent  are  compleating  the  boarding,  having  removed  the 

cords.      The  Hall  of  Coutjcil  one  hundred  and  eighteen ;  here  you  find  tables  and  a' 

chandelier,  here  it  was  the  King  flopped  and  wrote  his  name  In  1788,  on  the  20th  of 

September,  on  fome  pyrites  found  in  the  mine,  which  is  framed  and  glazed.     He  de- 

fcended  into  the  mine  alfo  in  1755  and  1768.     Here  as  you  afcend  it  is  cuftomary  to 

take  refreftiment,  which  we  were  enabled  to  do  through  the  civil  provlfion  of  Mr.  Gahn. 

The  gallery  of  the  Crown  one  hundred  and  eighteen  ;  this  has  a  communication  with 

King  Frederic's  ftiaft.     The  Crofs,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three,  has  a  very  handfome 

vault,  in  which  there  were  men  at  work ;  this  is  the  bottom  of  Frederic  Adolphus's 

fhaft ;  'here  we  faw  the  ore  tranfported  on  poles  fattened  together,  and  laid  on  a  carriage 

•with  fix  wheels,  two  of  which  are  under  the  load.     The  gallery  of  the  Folar  Star  one 

hundred  and  forty-nine.     The  gallery  of  Count  Frederic  one  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Of  Count  Charles  one  hundred  and  forty-nine.     Of  Stierncrona  one  hundred  and  eighty* 

two  :  the  appearance  of  this  pit  is  very  curious  ;  its  machinery  is  worked  by  horfes.    A 

tiiftance  beneath  is  a  communication  with  the  previoufly  mentioned  pit.      The  gallery 

Fril  one  hundred  and  fifty  feven  fathoms  deep,  communicates  with  the  pit  Stierncrona  : 

a  machine  worked  by  a  horfe,  with  a  furnace  and  anvil.     The  gallery  of  the  Cavalier 

one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  fathoms.     Leyonmarck  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight.    Baron 

Armfildt  one  hundred  and  feventy-three.     Grefve  galerie  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight. 

At  the  extremity  you  come  to  the  iron  ladder  which  leads  to  Ar?nfeldt's  hole.     The  earth 

of 
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bf  the  mine  Is  not  a  mineral  earth  ;  the  whole  of  the  ore  is  concenti-ated  in  one  fpot  not 
in  vein,  but  metallic  mafles  ;  that  upon  which  they  are  at  prefent  at  work  is  imao-ined  to 
be  of  conic  form,  notwithftanding  the  oppofite  aflertion  of  Mr.  Jars,  in  his  metailuru- 
cal  travels,  a  work  in  many  refpetts  defervedly  efleemed,  yet  which  at  the  fame  timc^is 
not  exempt  from  errors.  Of  pyrites  that  anfwer  the  magnet,  found  in  the  mine,  there 
is  none  but  that  of  a  greyifh  ca(t,  nor  of  any  other  defcription  but  the  greenifh  and  the 
whitifh  yellow  ;  the  firft  of  thefe  two  contains  copper  alone,  in  the  proportion  of  from 
24  to  30  per  cent ;  and  on  the  proportionate  mixture  of  thefe  three  pyrites,  is  it  that 
the  richnel's  of  the  ore  depends.  The  hfverj^ag,  or  greyiflipyrites  (mifreprefented  by- 
Mr.  Jars  as  reddifli,)  never  contains  any  copper. 

Beneath  is  given  an  account  of  the  expenceof  the  mine  from  1779  to  1788  tot^other 
with  its  produce. 


Tons  ul 
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( 

Years. 
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led. 
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Mines. 

Expence. 

t^cli. 

Lirpd. 
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'9 
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15 
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12 
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10 
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4 
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3^ 
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7 
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14 
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27 
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16 
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II 
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11 
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19 
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7 
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6 
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2 
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'7 
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20 
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137,975 
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3 

2,4 

6 
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42 
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9 
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H 
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i; 
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'4 
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11 
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The  ore  of  Fahlun  is  poor,  it  was  much  richer  formerly.  In  the  ferenteenth  century 
the  produce  of  the  mine  exceeded  twenty  thoufand  fchippunds  :  at  prefent  the  ore 
yields  no  more  than  two  per  cent,  of  metal.  Thegreat  mine  has  four  wells  by  which  the 
ore  is  drawn  up,  that  of  Adolphus  Frederick,  that  of  King  Frederic,  that  of  the  Count 
deCreutz,  one  hundred  and  twelve  toifesdeep,  and  that  of  Count  Wrede.  The  fecond 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty  toifos  deep.  There  are  fix  tubs,  two  hydraulic  engines,  and 
one  for  the  pumps.  The  machines  for  raifing  the  ore  are  nine  in  number.  The  great 
mine  is  divided  into  five  diftricts,  which  are  to  be  reduced  to  three.  Each  diftrict  has 
two  infpeftors  at  a  falary  of  loorix-dollars.  Thegreat  mine  and  the  free  mines, 
(that  is  to  fay  thofe  which  belong  to  individuals,  and  pay  no  duty  to  the  crown)  are 
united,  (the  fecond  paragraph,  page  forty  fix,  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Jars  is  untrue.)  The 
cord  ufed  for  the  well  of  King  Frederic,  weighs  feven  fchippunds  :  it  might  be  better 
made.  The  workmen  are  prohibited  defcending  by  the  means  of  the  tubs,  the  vitriolic 
liquid  eating  the  cords,  and  even  the  iron  chains  ;  the  firfl  are  of  leather  and  laft  about 
a  year.  Laft  year  (1790)  two  hundred  fchippunds  of  lead  were  extrafted  from  the 
mine,  eight  hundred  marks  of  filver  (the  firft  trial),  and  two  hundred  ducats  value  of 
gold. 

The  ore  which  contains  filver  is  heated  in  a  reverberating  furnace,  in  which  by  the 
aftion  of  the  blaft-pipe  on  the  fire  the  lead  calcines  and  becomes  litharge ;  the  filver 
when  fufed  falling  on  the  afhes  of  which  the  crucible  is  made. 

The  mine  is  divided  into  one  thoufand  two  hundred  fhares  for  the  interior  workalone; 
the  price  of  a  fliare  of  late  years  has  been  from  1 66  to  190  rix-dol!ars. 

Below  the  produft  for  the  laft  twenty  years  is  given.  The  firft  fum  indicates  the  divi- 
dend of  each  ihare,  and  the.  fecond  the  expence  of  each  Ihare  holden  for  the  estra'ition 
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of  tlie  ore,  exclufive  of  the  workmen,  which  are  not  comprized  therein.  The  expence 
of  the  mine  is  paid  in  part  by  the  fliare-holders,  partly  by  the  public  cheft  of  the  fociety, 
and  the  profits  arifingfrom  the  fale  of  five  parcels  from  each  lottery  ;  of  this  we  fhall 
fpeak  prefently. 

The  following  funis  are  in  copper  dollars,  i8  to  the  rix-dollar. 


Years 

1771 
1772 
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'774 
1775 
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Years. 

178J 
1706 
17S7 
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2U 
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3H 
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207 
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The  water-works  are  extremely  well  imagined.  The  water  is  furniflied  by  three 
neighbouring  lakes,  which,  divided  into  nine  channels,  ferves  to  turn  as  many  wheels,  the 
fmallefl  of  which  is  twenty-nine  French  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  largefl  forty.  There 
is  no  inttrruption  to  their  working,  even  in  the  molt  rigorous  winters.  Thel'e  lakes  alfo 
furnifli  the  water  requifite  for  thirty  copper  furnaces.  A  river  which  runs  through  the 
town  ferves  twenty  others,  and  by  means  of  the  lake,  which  has  a  communication  with 
theDahl,  and  which  flows  by  Fahlun,  the  fuel  is  tranfported  which  is  ufed  in  the  mine 
and  furnaces ;  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  the  town  itfelf,  there  are 
fixtv,  and  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  are  ten  others.  Gunpowder  is  continually  ufed 
in  the  mine  ;  the  report  of  it  is  loud,  yet  not  fo  much  fo  as  related.  They  kindle 
fires  of  wood  in  the  mine  once  a  week  ;  thefe  are  lighted  on  Saturday  noon,  and  burn 
all  Sunday,  and  part  of  Monday,  fo  that  the  fmoak  is  not  fufficiently  difperfed  to  allow 
the  labom-ers  to  go  to  work,  and  confequently  to  permit  your  vifiting  the  mine  before 
Tuefday  morning.  There  are  four  hundred  workmen  employed  who  are  paid  by  the 
ton,  and  earn  from  five  to  fix  rix-dollars  per  month.  Let  us  now  examine  the  procefs 
the  ore  undergoes  afier  its  extraftion  from  the  mine, 

Roajiing  and  inciting.  The  firft  roafting  takes  place  in  the  open  air,  in  a  plain  between 
the  mine  and  the  town,  in  furnaces  made  of  common  ftone,  with  openings  round  the 
fides;  thefe  are  of  different  dimenfions,  and  may  hold  from  one  hundred  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons  of  ore.  At  the  bottom  of  the  furnace  a  double  layer  of  wood  is  placed, 
and  the  ore  upon  it  in  a  pyramid  of  great  or  fmaller  elevation.  This  procefs.  appeared 
to  us  to  be  very  flovenly  ;  it  lafts  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days.  The  effedt  of  the  roafl:- 
ing  is  generally  the  expuifion  of  the  fu'phur,  and  the  calcination  of  the  iron  to  a  certain 
degree  when  that  is  fublimed.  Part  of  the  fulphur  at  the  fame  time  is  decompofed,  and 
fome  of  its  acid  adheres  to  the  iron  ;  in  this  ftate  the  iron  is  very  fufible,  and  forms  by 
admixture  a  black  metallic  glafs,  which  ferves  modly  as  a  very  powerful  flux,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  fl:ones  which  adhere  to  the  ore,  from  it  poflcfl^ng  this  property, not  all 
but  only  3  part  of  the  fulphur  is  expelled  at  the  firit  roafling.  At  the  firft  fufion  which 
fucceeds  the  roafl:ing,  that  part  of  the  iron  which  has  loft  its  fulphur  is  converted  into 
the  metallic  glafs  before  mentioned,  which  diflblves  and  melts  at  the  fame  time  all  ftony 
matter,  forming  thus  a  matter  called /cor/o',  which  being  fpecifically  lighter  than  the 
more  metallic  part,  floats  at  the  top  in  the  crucible,  and  runs  off"  as  they  continue  filling 
it  by  an  opening  in  front  of  the  furnace  called  the  eye.  At  the  bottom  of  the  crucible 
the  more  metallic  part  of  the  iron  is  found  united  with  the  copper,  and  ftill  retaining 
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Its  fulphur,  forming  a  fort  of  ore  or  richer  pyrites  of  copper,  purged  from  all  flony 
matter,  and  called  in  SwediHi  /f/Vr/^«"«,  which  matter  contains  from  ten  to  fifteen  pounds 
of  copper  per  quintal,  in  lieu  of  two,  which  was  the  proportion  in  the  rough  ftate.  This 
JMerJlcin  or  concentrated  and  purified  ore,  which  is  let  out  from  the  furnace  by  means  of 
a  hole  in  the  fide,  as  foon  and  as  often  as  the  crucible  is  full,  is  afterwards  roafted  four 
or  five  times,  in  order  that  all  the  remaining  fulphur  may  be  fublimed.  On  the  fecond 
fufion  which  follows  this  fecond  roafting,  all  the  remaining  iron  is  converted  mto  fcorlci:^ 
fo  that  copper  alone  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  crucible,  yet  mixed  with  from  8  to  1 2 
per  cent,  in  the  whole,  of  iron,  zinc,  lead,  arfenic,  &c.  all  of  which  are  afterwards  fe- 
parated  at  the  refinery  at  Afveftad.  The  fecond  roafting,  which  requires  four  or  five 
fires,  takes  place  in  a  houfe  flieltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  requiring- 
much  more  care  and  attention  in  managing  the  fire  than  the  former.  The  furnaces 
employed  for  founding  are  from  ten  to  fourteen  feet  higher  than  the  crucible  ;  thofe  for 
roafting  are  kilns,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe  ufed  for  lime  in  France,  walled  in  on 
three  fides  and  open  at  the  other.  If  inftead  of  two  roaftings  and  fufiv^ns  the  fame  re- 
fult  were  fought  to  be  eifetled  by  on«  procefs,  there  would  be  a  riik  of  lofing  too  mucK 
copper  in  the  fcories,  of  having  the  copper  extrafted  too  much  combined  with  iron, 
and  other  heterogeneous  matter,  and  confequently  of  a  much  greater  lofs  at  the  refinery ; 
for  in  all  chemical  preparations  when  there  is  a  great  difproportion  in  the  matters  re- 
quired to  be  feparated,  (as  here  between  the  iron  and  the  copper,  the  one  containing 
two  per  cent,  of  the  one  and  fifty  of  the  other)  the  extraft  of  neither  can  be  had  exaftly 
pure  or  free  from  heterogeneous  mixture  by  a  fingle  procefs,  fo  long  as  fuch  a  difpro- 
portion exifts.  Thefe  differeiit  roaftings  and  fufions  for  converting  the  ore  into  copper 
take  up  altogether  about  fix  months. 

To  be  qualified  for  2.  founder  a  man  muft  abfolutely  be  a  proprietor,  the  holder  of  a 
certain  portion  of  land,  and  poffefs  a  fliare  in  a  foundry.  The  founders  undergo  ex- 
amination before  certain  numbers  of  the  council  of  the  mines,  nominated  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  Their  profits  are  no  more  than  one  rix-dollar  per  fchippund,  and  fometimes  even 
they  are  lofers ;  formerly,  but  this  happened  very  rarely,  they  gained  from  five  to  fix 
rix-doUars;  all  however  depends  on  the  price  which  is  paid  for  the  ore  at  public  auc- 
tion ;  commonly  of  late  years  thirty  tons  of  ore  have  produced  a  fchippund  of  copper  j 
rarely  has  it  happened  that  twenty-fix  or  twenty-eight  tons  have  yielded  that  quantity. 
The  expence  of  founding  is  generally  half  a  dollar  per  ton  as  an  average  price ;  each 
founder  commonly  produces  from  200  to  300  fchippunds  annually.  The  ton  of  ore 
is  6^V  cubic  feet  of  Sweden  ;  the  ton  of  charcoal  at  Fahlun  is  5  ,%-  cubic  feet,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  Sweden  it  is  the  fame  as  a  ton  of  ore.  Eighteen  tons  of  charcoal  is 
one  horfe's  draught,  and  cofts  commonly  from  32  to  36  and  40  fchillings.  In  1 790,  the 
price  was  56  fchillings,  and  in  1791,  48,  on  account  of  the  mildnefs  of  the  winter,  and 
the  fliort  duration  of  iheJJedge  feafon.  The  crown  furniflies  nearly  30,000  ftig,  at  a 
certain  price,  viz.  8000  at  20  fchillings,  and  the  refidue  at  18.  This  fupply  is  brought 
in  by  the  peafantry  of  the  eight  neareft  parilhes,  as  a  commutation  for  territorial  con- 
tribution, and  the  capitation  tax.  The  whole  confumption  is  about  jo,ooojiig,  which 
the  peafantry  are  paid  for  in  the  following  manner  : — 

The  ore  from  the  mine  is  divided  into  fixteen  lots,  one  of  thefe  lots  is  alfefled  by  a 
comptroller,  and  ferves  as  an  eftimate  for  the  reft,  which  are  drawn  for  by  lot  (five  of 
the  fifteen  ferve  to  pay  expences) ;  this  diftribution  takes  place  four  times  a  week.  T  he 
crown  was  wont  to  receive  the  fourth  fchippund  until  1 7  70,  it  now  receives  no  more  than 
the  eighth. 
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The  ofiicers  are  a  prefident,  a  mafter  of  the  mines,  two  jurors,  a  fifcal,  a  mafler  of 
the  engines,  eighty?/^arf,  a  comptroller  for  dividing  the  ore,  a  number  of  book-keepers, 
and  at  the  weighing  engine  an  infpedor  on  account  of  the  crown.  The  council  of  the 
mine  fits  twice  a  week:  as  often  as  any  occurrence  takes  place  of  any  importance  regard- 
ing the  fociety,  it  affembles  and  gives  its  advice. 

Here  a  variety  of  ores,  rock,  and  other  {tones  are  found  in  abundance,  that  is  to  fay, 
precipitate  of  copper,  yellow  copper  ore,  fteei  grained,  fcorise  grained,  white  copper  ore, 
yellow,  hepatic,  grey,  black,  very  much  impregnated  with  iron,  yellow  in  oftaedra,  en- 
crufled  with  mica  ;  iron  ore  of  a  blackifh  caft,  which  anfwers  the  magnet,  very  rare, 
and  oftaedral  encrufted  with  mica,  likewife  attracted  by  the  magnet,  cryftallized  gyp- 
fum,rhomboidal  and  prifmatic,  martial  pyrites,  fometimes  in  a  crydallized  ftate ;  mineral 
pitch,  rather  rare,  fluoric  cryllallized  gypfum,  and  white  ftriated  calcareous  fpar,  gra- 
nulated calcareous  (tone,  rock  garnets,  garnets  cryftallized  in  decaedra,  fometimes  as 
large  as  a  man's  head,  (Mr.  Gahn  has  one  of  an  enormous  fize  ;)  a  rock  of  fibrous  ftri- 
ated and  ftarry  fchoerle,  potter's  ftone,  granulated  and  folid  quartz,  undluous  and  dry  ; 
amianthus,  galena  fraught  with  filver  in  large  cubes  and  fcaly,  fcaiy  blend,  blue,  green, 
and  white  native  vitriol,  the  latter  very  rare ;  zeolites  very  friable,  and  of  a  brick  colour  ; 
fometimes  among  the  fcoris  you  meet  with  curious  matters  among  other  cryftals  of  the 
fame  form  as  the  bluilh  cellulary  hematites. 

Vitriol  manufadory.    In   1775,  by  private  contraft,  a  privilege  was  granted  to  three 
perfons  to  make  vitriol ;  the  water  from  the  mine  is  received  in  a  refervoir,  and  thence 
conducted  by  a  canal  to  fix  compartments,  made  on  a  very  high  wooden  fcaftbld,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet  long  5  thefe  canals  have  a  number  of  holes  on  each  fide 
to  admit  the  water  to  drop  over  faggots  of  three  feet  breadth,   fome  lying  and  others 
ered,  made  of  birch  for  want  of  other  wood  ;  fixty-fix  cocks  let  out  the  water  into  the 
fix  compartments  of  the  canal,    which  is  about  two  feet  broad  from  one   extremity  to 
the  other,  perhaps  an  inch  more  at  the  entrance  of  the  firft  compartment  ;  this  flight 
increafe  of  breadth,  however,  we  conceive,  has  been  accidental,  although  the  fize  of  the 
compartments  might  be  lefs  by  degrees  fince  the  volume  of  water  decreafes.     The  water 
is  then  let  into  the  firft  compartment,  whence  it  falls  into  another  refervoir,  through  the 
chinks;   it  is  carried  back  into  the  fecond,   whence  it  drops  again  into  the  third  refer- 
voir, and  fo  on  to  the  fixth,  when  it  is  plain  it  will  depofit  moft  of  vitriolic  matter,  the 
quantity  encreafing  at  every  frefh  exudation.     The  fpecific  gravity  of  the  water  being 
1280,  on  coming  from  the  mine  is  reduced  after  the  graduation  to   1250,  or  at  moil 
1 260.     In  winter  the  works  are  fufpended.     After  this  operation  it  is  put  into  leadea 
boilers  with  iron,  to  precipitate  the  copper,  and  faturate  the  acidity  of  the  vitriol,  where 
the  water  is  evaporated  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hours,  thence  it  is  conveyed 
into  bafons  to  clarify,  in  which  it  depofits  its  fediment :    to  prevent  the  too   fudden 
cooling  of  the  matter,  thefe  bafons  are  made  of  wood  coated  with  clay,  and  are  covered 
with  planks  ;  in  thefe  it  remains  from  fix  to  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  according  to 
the  gravity  of  the  water;  from  thefe  bafons  it  runs  by  means  of  fpouts  into  others  to  cryf- 
tallize,  wherein  it  is  fuffered  to  remain  fourteen  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  vi- 
triol remains  at  the  bottom,  on  the  fides,  and  adhering  to  fticks  placed  in  the  bafons;  if 
any  fediment  yet  remains  it  is  heated  anew  ;  the  cryftals  are  laid  on  an  inclined  plain 
for  the  water  to  efcape :  the  lye  or  firft  matter  which  is  not  cryftallized  is  poured  into 
a  well  apart,  whence  it  is  taken  to  be  heated  again  with  frefh  lye.     In  order  to  dry  the 
cryftals  they  are  laid  on  fhelves  of  four  ftories,  and  in  two  or  three  days,  according  to  the 
feafon,  it  is  effeQed  j   the  quantity  of  vitriol  annually  made  is  eight   hundred  fchip- 
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punds,  which  fell  at  Stockholm  for  three  rix-dollars,  thirty-two  fchillings,  per  fchip- 
pund. 

'Precipitation  of  the  copper.  In  order  to  precipitate  the  copper  in  the  vitriolic  water,  it 
IS  fufFered  to  fall  repeatedly  over  old  iron  by  different  cafcades,  each  about  twelve  feet 
high,  and  difpofed  like  ftairs  ;  this  water  afterwards  circulates  in  a  number  of  fmall 
channels  furniflied  with  old  iron,  and  laying  on  level  ground. 

Red  colour.  To  make  this  they  begin  with  wafhing  the  earth,  which  is  afterwards  baked 
in  an  oven  for  twelve  hours ;  with  this  they  paint  their  houfes,  mixing  with  it  a  fmall 
quantity  of  vitriolic  water,  mixed  with  flour  and  boiling  water,  which  is  themoft  general 
pradice,  or  mingle  with  it  oil  of  flax,  which  is  a  more  expenfive  mode;  it  isalfo  mixed 
with  boiling  vitriolic  water,  and  a  little  pitch,  or  with  pitch  alone  for  painting  the  doors 
and  roofs  :  with-  pitch  and  oil  of  turpentine,  or  oil  of  turpentine  alone  ;  this  colour 
preferves  wood  from  rotting  from  the  generation  of  mofs,  &c.  it  cofts  two  rix-dollars 
the  ton,  of  eleven  lifpunds  Viet ;  a  thoufand  tons  of  it  are  annually  fent  to  Stockholm. 

For  the  information  he  afforded  us,  and  his  civility  in  accompanying  us  over  every 
part  of  the  works,  we  are  highly  indebted  to  Mr.  Gahn  ;  yet  do  we  advife  all  who  may 
receive  letters  of  recommendation  to  this  gentleman,  to  procure  from  him  whatever 
they  may  be  defirous  of  knowing  before  they  leave  Fahlun  ;  for  in  fpite  of  the  mod 
formal  promifes,  notwithftanding  we  ourfelves  had  furniflied  him  with  valuable  docu- 
ments, of  which  he  was  highly  felicitous,  we  yet  were  unable  to  obtain  from  him  one 
Cngle  anfwer  to  the  numerous  letters  we  wrote  to  him,  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  from 
us  all  he  wiflied.  Travellers  cannot  too  fl:rongly  imprefs  on  their  minds  that  nine  tenths 
of  thofe  perfons  who  have  fliewn  them  the  greatefl:  civility,  forget  them  by  the  time  of 
their  arriving  at  the  firft  ftage  :  this  we  have  generally  experienced,  notwithftanding 
we  have  every  where  met  with  kindnefs.  From  Fahlun  to  Elfdal,  by  Mora,  is  eleven 
miles. 

Mora  is  a  very  confiderable  parifli,  finceit  contains  nearly  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants, 
but  what  renders  this  place  the  moft  remarkable  is  its  being  that  where  Guflavus  Vafa 
harangued  the  Dalecarlians,  from  a  ftone  which  is  ftill  fhewn,  and  where  he  affembled 
the  troops  with  which  he  drove  Chridian  II.  from  Stockholm.  What  gives  further  in- 
terefl:  to  the  fpot,  Guflavus  III.  in  1 778,  harangued  the  fame  people  from  the  fame  fl:one, 
with  equal  perfuafion,  and  obtained  from  them  the  like  afliftance,  with  yet  a  remarkable 
difference,  that  the  enemies  againfl:whom  Guflavus  III.  folicited  their  fuccour,  were  not 
Danes.  Mora  is  on  the  road  to  Elfdal,  where  are  fituated  thofe  famous  quarries  of 
porphyry,  fo  highly  defcrving  the  attention  of  every  curious  traveller.  It  is  met  with  in 
many  different  mountains,  always  in  layers,  and  of  various  colours,  fuch  as  black,  grey, 
red,  and  brown,  with  white,  red,  and  green  veins.  This  porphyry  is  very  hard,  and  re« 
ceives  a  moll  beautiful  polifli ;  it  is  found  in  great  abundance  ;  the  quarries  are  five  in 
number.  The  mode  of  formation  of  this  ftone,  which  cannot  be  ranked  among  mar- 
bles, but  rather  with  jafpers,  contributes  to  render  it  greatly  varied  ;  hence  each  quarry 
is  of  a  different  complexion  and  compofition.  Porphyry  of  a  brownifli  or  blackifh  red, 
v.'ith  fmall  white  ftones,  is  that  of  which  the  largeft  blocks  have  hitherto  been  found.  It 
15  precifely  fimilar  to  the  porphyry  called  Leucoftrios,  defcribed  by  Pliny.  In  1730  it 
was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  or  not  Dalecarlia  produced  porphyry,  and  authors  began 
difputing,  fome  affirming,  others  taking  the  negative.  This  difpute  was  determined  at 
length  in  1 786,  when  the  lenator,  Count  de  Bielke,  then  prefident  of  the  college  of  mines, 
propofed  an  affociation  of  2500  fhares,  at  5  rix-dollars  each.  This  project  was  adopted, 
and  the  quarries  were  begun  in  May  1788.  The  five  quarries  vary  in  the  colour  and 
veins.     Some  blocks  are  IVom  four  to  five  ells  fquare.     There  are  even  flattering  hopes 
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cf  finding  green  and  blue  porphyry,  dependant  on  the  form  of  the  pebbles,  which  are 
met  with  in  abundance.  On  this  fpot  and  in  the  neighbourhood  rock  pebbles  are 
alio  found,  redjafpcr,  filicious  breches  or  pouddingues,  among  others  one  of  deep  brown 
porphyry,  with  knots  of  pale  red.  A  quantity  of  granite,  not  fo  handfome  as  that  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm.  The  ftone  is  tranfported  on  fledges  during  the  win- 
ter, and  in  fummer  on  waggons,  as  far  as  Wefteros,  where  it  is  embarked  for  Stock- 
holm. 

We  fhall  ehter  into  a  detail  of  this  interefling  eftablilhment.  The  direflion  of  it  on 
the  fpot  is  committed  to  a  very  capable  perfon,  (Mr.  Hagftroeum,)  for  whom  care  ftiould 
be  taken  to  be  provided  with  letters  of  recommendation.  There  are  a  hundred  men 
employed  by  the  day,  befides  a  great  number  who  work  by  the  piece  in  chipping  the 
blocks.  A  labourer's  pay  is  from  fix  to  nine  fchillings  per  diem.  The  work  effected 
in  the  firfl  years  of  the  eftablifhment  can  afford  no  juft  idea  of  its  poffible  perfedtion, 
fmce  the  expence  of  the  different  parts  of  the  proceis  is  to  be  regarded,  the  mills,  faws, 
polifliing  machines,  &c.  The  method  ufed  for  feparating  the  porphyry  is  the  fame  as  is 
adopted  in  Italy,  The  pieces  are  traced  with  fteel  pointed  inftruments,  which  are  after- 
wards feparated  by  wedges  driven  by  main  force.  At  this  manufaftory  all  forts  of  uten- 
lils  are  made,  tables,  vafes,  mortars,  in  one  word  you  may  have  made  whatever  you 
•will  by  ordering  it  at  the  office  eflablifhed  for  the  purpofe  at  the  jiiintat  Stockholm.  A 
table  of  thirty-fix  inches  by  eighteen,  cofts  30  rix-dollars  ;  twenty-five  by  feventeen 
one-third,  18  rix-dollars,  of  which  12  are  paid  for  workmanffiip ;  eighteen  by  twelve, 
9  rix-dollars,  the  workmen  are  paid  6.  A  vafe  of  eighteen  inches  perfedly  well  turn- 
ed and  hollowed,  colts  40  rix-dollars  ;  of  fourteen  inches,  26  rix  dollars  ;  of  twelve 
inches,  25  rix-dollars  ;  the  prices  are  rather  below  thefe  at  prefent.  Small  articles  are 
in  the  fame  proportion,  although  in  general  the  larger  cofl:  but  little  more  on  the  fpot  j 
thus  the  latter  afford  a  profit  of  at  lead  50  per  cent,  while  the  former  pays  no  more 
than  4  or  6.  This  efiablifliment  deferves  minute  attention.  The  traveller  fhould  con- 
trive to  plan  his  excurfion  fo  as  to  have  it  take  place  either  in  fummer  or  the  feafon 
for  fledges ;  although  in  the  latter  the  fnow  will  prevent  the  fight  of  a  number  of  in- 
terefling objefts,  particularly  the  ftone  at  Mora.  Soon  as  the  thaw  begins  this  road  is 
impaffible.  You  have  to  return  to  Fahlun  by  the  fame  road.  On  the  way  you  may 
vifit  the  copper  mine  of  Mortamberg,  in  the  parifli  of  Rattvick,  which  has  been  but  re- 
cently opened.  In  it  you  find  copper  ore  of  a  grey  colour  ;  fometimes  in  azure,  green, 
yellow  and  lightifli  yellow  cryftals;  mountain  green;  galena  in  fmall  quantities  ;  mar- 
tial pyrites ;  mineral  pitch  ;  very  flender  druzes  of  quartz  ;  white  quartz  ;  calcareous 
fpar ;  potter's  ftone  ;  and  amianthus  in  flender  veins.  In  walking  through  the 
parilh  of  Rattvick  you  often  find  folid  calcareous  ftones  filled  with  petrifaftions,  fuch  as 
orthocerathites,  fometimes  replete  with  mineral  pitch,  and  calcareous  fpar,  frequently  in 
cryftals  ;  ftiells  and  corals  of  different  forts,  and  very  rare  lithnites.  From  Mortam- 
berg you  may  proceed  to  Self  berg,  where  a  fmall  vein  of  galena  is  worked,  which  is  in 
a  flight  degree  argentiferous.  The  vein  yields  galena,  red  and  yellow  blend,  lapis  cala- 
minaris,  calcareous  fpar,  breche  of  calcareous  ftone,  and  black  flate,  fometimes  mixed 
with  galena  ;  and  hwmchelle,  or  calcareous  ftone  mingled  with  petrified  fliells,  with 
which  alfo  a  portion  of  galena  is  fometimes  blended.  From  Silfberg  to  Ofmiindfberg, 
a  pretty  confiderable  mountain,  containing  folid  calcareous  ftone ;  idem,  in  form  of 
balls,  impregnated  with  petroleum,  and  occafionally  hollow,  and  lined  infide  with  cal- 
careous fpar  in  druzes  ;  fluid,  yet  thick  petroleum  ;  bituminous  flate,  frequently  full  of 
minute  petrifaftions  j  blue  clay,  containing  a  flight  portion  of  filver  j  fuller's  oarth  ; 
and  martial  pyrites. 
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We  cannot  take  leave  of  Fahlun  without  an  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Nordin,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  province,  for  the  kindnefs  he  fhewed  us.  During  the  whole  of  our  (lay  at 
that  town  he  made  his  houfe  our  home. 

This  is  the  feafon  for  giving  fonie  account  of  this  province  and  its  inhabitants. 

Dalecarlia  is  a  large  province,  eighty  leagues  long  by  fixty  broad  at  leaft.  Tillage 
lands  are  fcarce  in  it,  and  in  confequence  it  is  far  from  being  peopled  in  proportion  to 
its  extent,  containing  little  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
Its  mines  and  forges  are  its  principal  and  almoft  only  wealth  ;  but  in  this  country,  in- 
terfered by  lakes,  forefts,  and  torrents,  dwells  a  brave  and  loyal  people,  at  all  times 
attached  to  their  fovereigns  and  to  freedom  ;  for  they  do  not  regard  fuch  union  as  in- 
compatible. In  Dalecarlia,  above  all  other  parts  of  Sweden,  is  the  remembrance  of  its 
valiant  deliverer  cheriflied.  The  peafant,  the  artifan,  the  people  at  large,  all  of  them 
talk  of  Guftavus  Vafa :  they  call  to  mind  that  to  their  anceflors  it  was  he  owed  his 
crown.  It  exalts  their  imagination,  and  they  fpeak  of  it  with  pride  and  pleafure.  This 
people,  nearly  as  rude  as  their  mountains,  pofleffes  the  fame  rugged  manners,  the  fame 
charaaeriflics.  Free  as  heretofore,  they  deem  the  chains  of  flavery  infupportable.  At- 
tached to  their  King,  they  look  for  a  chief  in  him  and  not  a  mafler :  ever  ready  to  ftep 
forward  in  his  defence,  the  Dalecarlian  of  the  prefent  day  has  proved  to  Guftavus  III. 
that  he  has  not  degenerated.  The  Dalecarlians  pofTefs  the  right  of  lliaking  hands  with 
the  Princes  of  the  blood  royal,  and  even  with  the  King  himfelf  upon  meeting  with 
him  :  to  this  we  were  eye-witneffes  at  Haga  one  day  while  attending  His  Majefty,  who 
had  the  goodnefs  to  aflure  us  of  the  truth  of  the  exiftence  of  this  cuftom.  The  Dale- 
carlians are  divided  into  black  and  grey ;  a  denomination  arifing  from  their  drefs,  which 
is  perpetually  of  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  colours. 

From  Fahlun  to  Gefle  is  thirteen  miles ;  you  pafs  through  Strand,  Upbo,  Bmedby, 
Rceurjhytta7i,  Sarjlad  Afen,  Hceugbo,  and  Beck :  there  is  a  different  road,  fhorter  by  two 
miles  and  a  half,  but  which  is  only  paffable  in  the  fummer  time. 

You  pafs  over  nearly  the  fame  road  before  traverfed  on  leaving  Fahlun,  for  the  poft- 
ofRce  of  Upbo  is  but  half  a  mile  from  Soeter,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river.  In  the 
third  ftage  you  crofs  the  Dahl  three  times  over  a  floating  bridge.  From  Smedby  to 
Sarftad  a  very  woody  country.  At  Rceurfhyttan  is  a  confiderable  forge,  and  a  number 
of  others  between  that  place  and  the  fucceeding  ftage,  particularly  at  a  large  village, 
near  a  river,  which  you  crofs  over  a  bridge.  Before  you  reach  Sarftad,  you  come  to 
a  barrier,  which  divides  Dalecarlia  from  Geftricie.  We  were  very  well  accommodated 
at  Sarftad,  where  we  flept.  Half  a  mile  from  Sarftad,  out  of  the  road,  are  the  iron 
mines  of  Torfceker,  of  great  extent.  In  them  are  found  black  iron  ore  granulated  ; 
galena  blended  with  the  iron  ore  j  martial  pyrites ;  garnets,  both  large  and  fmall, 
but  full  of  chinks  ;  rocks  of  garnets,  calcareous  fpar,  and  quartz.  At  half  a 
mile  from  the  mines  is  a  mountain  called  Kicerberg,  which  yields  black  garnets,  min- 
gled with  calcareous  and  granulated  white  fpar,  forming  very  pretty  but  very  friable 
maffes.  The  works  of  this  mine  are  fuperb  ;  the  galleries  admirable,  and  higlily  de- 
ferving  of  notice.  From  Rceurfliyttan  to  Gefle  there  are  a  greater  number  of  villages, 
and  many  houfes  ftanding  by  themfelves  in  the  country,  the  refult  of  the  number  of 
mines  and  forges.  The  roads  likewife  are  better,  and  here  and  there  you  fee  fome 
fields  of  corn.  At  the  beginning  of  the  laft  ftage  you  pafs  a  bridge,  and  another  be- 
fore you  arrive  at  Gefle ;  the  latter  of  ftone,  with  a  baluftrade  of  iron,  and  an  infcrip- 
tion,  importing  that  it  was  built  in  1772,  under  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  S^arre,  in  com- 
memoration of  the  revolution. 

Gefle. 
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■Gefie.  A  fmall  town,  of  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  inhabitants  j  it  is  more  confider- 
abie  than  Fahlun,  and  much  more  pleafant  from  its  fituation  on  the  gulph  of  Bothnia. 
Its  port  is  formed  by  a  long  jetty,  from  the  extremity  of  which  the  profpeft  is  delight- 
ful. A  canal  paffes  through  the  town.  Its  trade  is  confiderable,  fo  much  fo,  as  to 
make  it  rank  the  third  in  the  kingdom  for  the  extent  of  its  exports,  and  at  leaft  the 
fourth  in  point  of  importation.  Very  large  quantities  of  iron  are  Ihipped  hence.  In 
1787  fifty-two  veffels  belonged  to  this  town,  carrying  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  for- 
ty-two tons.  Uddevalla  and  Vi(by  poffefs  more  Ihipping,  but  the  firft  exports  fcarcely 
any  thing  but  fifti,  and  the  tonnage  of  the  fecond  is  not  fo  great. 

At  Gefle  there  is  a  public  fchool.  The  town-houfe  is  a  handfome  building.  Mr.  de 
Cronftedt,  governor  of  Geftricie,  has  caufed  a  map  of  this  province  to  be  engraved, 
which  is  admirably  performed  ;  we  cannot  fay  the  fame,  however,  of  the  duties  of  ci- 
vility to  ftrangers  addreffed  to  him ;  this  flight  blemifh,  however,  we  look  upon  as 
more  than  compenfated  by  his  condu£l  towards,  and  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  Gufta- 
vus  III.,  who  has  not  one  fubjed  more  grateful  for  favours  received  than  is  Mr.  Cron- 
ftedt. 

Some  miles  diftant  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gefle,  towards  the  weft,  are  the  forges 
of  Tollfors,  Walbo,  Mafugu  and  Mack?nv.ra,  Forjbacka  and  Hatigbo  :  on  the  north  thofe 
of  OJlottJorfs,  Wiforfs,  and  Axmar.  Continuing  the  road  to  lorneo, you  traverfe  the 
forelt  of  Tvmsbro-heden,  which  feparates  Geftricie  from  Helfingie.  In  this  laft  province 
are  the  towns  of  Sceuderhamn  and  Hudvifls.fvall.  In  the  firft  is  a  manufadtory  of  arms. 
Within  reach  of  the  great  road  are  the  forges  of  Lo7igvind,  Iggefund,  Gfiarps,  MafugUy 
and  Frantzhamar. 

In  the  province  of  Medelpad  is  the  town  of  Sundfvall ;  it  is  watered  by  the  rivers 
turunda  and  Indabls.  In  the  village  of  Berge,  in  the  parifli  of  Tmero,  is  fhewn  a  ma- 
chine after  the  Dutch  fafliion,  which  cuts  the  metal  for  coining  by  means  of  water. 
The  forges  of  Galjlrawn,  Latigdaun,  and  Oviken  are  fituated  in  this  province. 

The  capital  of  Angermania  is  Hernofand  :  it  is  the  governor's  refidence,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  bifliop,  and  contains,  moreover,  an  ecclefiaftical  confiftory  and  a  public 
fchool.  This  province  produces  a  quantity  of  flax,  and  is  famous  for  its  mode  of 
fpinning  and  working  it.  The  moft  confiderable  river  bears  the  name  of  the  province. 
The  forges  of  JJtnnfiatt,  in  the  parifli  of  HcEiigziccu,  and  Olosforfs  in  that  of  Nordmaling, 
are  upon  the  high  road. 

The  following  towns  are  contained  In  the  province  of  Weftrobothnie.  Umco,  the  re- 
fidence of  the  governor ;  P/Vro,  that  of  the  military  governor ;  Lideo  and  Torneo;  the 
latter  known  by  the  fojourn  made  by  the  academicians  fent  thither  in  1736  to  determine 
the  figure  of  the  earth.  It  contains  thefe  different  forges  :  Horleforfs,  in  the  parifh  of 
Umeo ;  Robersforfs,  in  that  of  Bygdeo  ;  Mclderjleil  in  Boleo ;  Svajl'cn  and  Kengis, 
ten  miles  north  of  Torneo.  Hither  niuft  yoia  repair  if  defirous  of  feeing  the  fun  unin- 
terruptedly for  days  together ;  but  this  pleafure  will  be  dearly  bought  by  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey  from  Torneo,  and  particularly  the  additional  inconvenience  you  will  ex- 
perience if  you  fliould  travel  to  RufTia  down  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  gulph  ;  fince  you 
will  have  to  traverfe  an  immenfe  extent  of  country,  entirely  deftitute  of  all  refources,  im- 
mediately after  you  leave  the  fea.  Another  fuperior  vexation  is  the  prodigious  quantity 
of  infedfs  of  every  kind,  which  fwarm  through  the  country  in  the  two  or  three  months 
the  fummer  lafts.  One  fpecies  of  fly  in  particular  draws  blood.  The  inhabitants 
obliged  to  be  upon  the  rivers,  have  no  other  means  of  protettion  againft  them  than  by 
covering  their  face  with  a  kind  of  maftic.     For  the  reft,  the  whole  road  from  Gefle  is 
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as  fine,  and  the  port  duty  as  well  regarded  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.  It  is 
a  difmal  country  to  travel  through,  on  account  of  the  immenfe  forefls  through  which 
vou  go,  but  in  which  you  are  perfectly  fecure,  as  well  by  night  as  by  day,  travelling 
through  that  part  of  Europe  hitherto  the  leafl  infefted  with  depravity. 

It  will  be  neceffary  the  traveller  fliould  be  provided  with  letters  addrefTed  to  the  dif- 
ferent governors,  wiio  will  facilitate  his  obtaining  lodging  throughout  their  provinces : 
generally  it  is  the  clergy  who  receive  travellers,  and  all  who  have  made  this  journey 
concur  in  fpeaking  highly  of  their  kindnefs  and  attention. 

If  curious  to  traverfe  a  part  of  Lapland,  and  pafs  over  to  Norway  by  the  mountains, 
the  inftrudlions  fubmitted  at  the  clofe  of  the  following  chapter  may  be  followed  in  full 
reliance;  but  above  all,  the  adventurer  muft  be  inured  to  fatigue,  andrefolved  on  fub- 
mitting  to  great  privations  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  at  leaf!:. 

From  Gefle  to  Sudersfors  is  five  miles  and  a  half,  by  Elfscarkby  and  Mehede.  Be- 
fore you  reach  Elfscarleby,  you  pafs  the  Dahl  in  a  boat  with  oars ;  the  poftillions  are 
ufed  to  leave  you  at  the  banks,  but  this  muft  not  be  allowed,  on  account  of  the  next 
poft-houfe  being  at  fome  diftance  from  the  oppofite  bank,  whither  you  muft  either  re- 
folve  on  walking,  or  wait  poflibly  fome  time  for  horfes.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond 
Elfscarleby,  you  follow  a  narrow  road  at  the  right,  which  leads  to  the  cataradl ;  it  is 
commodioufly  feen  from  a  faw-mill  on  the  fide,  and  ftill  better  from  a  fmall  houfe 
built  much  lower  down,  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  for  falmon  fifliing,  (the  fifhery  is 
farmed  for  7000  copper  dollars).  This  cataraft  is  very  curious,  and  with  refpeft  to 
the  mafs  of  water  precipitated,  is  more  confiderable  than  that  of  Trolhcetta,  but  with 
refpefl;  to  the  circumjacent  fcenery  is  poffibly  lefs  pidurefque ;  there  are,  neverthelefs, 
fome  great  trees,  which  form  a  charming  perfpeftive,  and  we  recommend  both  one  and 
the  other  to  the  traveller's  obfervance.  Almoft  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
ftage  is  through  a  foreft.  You  turn  to  the  right  in  order  to  reach  Mehede  \  from  Me- 
he'de  to  Sudersfors  is  rather  a  bad  crofs  road.  On  arriving  at  Sudersfors,  you  pafs 
over  a  wooden  bridge  acrofs  the  Dahl,  near  which  is  a  very  pleafing  cafcade ;  from 
it  you  have  an  admirable  view  of  the  whole  breadth  of  the  river,  which  is  extremely 
wide. 

Sudersfors  is  an  eftate  and  confiderable  forge  belonging  to  Mr.  Grill ;  this  is  the 
only  forge  in  Sweden  at  which  anchors  are  caft,  and  what  renders  it  ftill  more  intereft- 
ing,  the  procefs  ufed  here  is  entirely  different  to  that  in  practice  elfewhere,  where  an- 
chors are  made  of  bar  or  wrought  iron,  whereas  here  it  is  made  at  once  in  a  mould,  of 
caft  iron.  It  is  affirmed,  that  anchors  made  in  this  manner  are  at  leaft  equal  in  goodnefs 
with  others ;  they  for  certain  are  lefs  expenfive,  the  iron  undergoing  one  fufion  lefs  by 
the  latter  procefs.  Three  thoufand  fchippunds  are  annually  manufaftured,  one  thou- 
fand  of  which  into  bars,  and  two  thoufand  into  anchors ;  as  many  as  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  have  been  made  occafionally,  and  even  once  three  thoufand  two  hundred 
during  the  war  between  France  and  England  ;  the  latter  is  the  largeft  poflible  quantity 
that  can  be  manufaftured.  The  ore  comes  from  Dannemora,  which  is  the  caufe  of  the 
excellence  of  the  iron  from  this  forge,  as  well  as  in  others  that  ufe  it :  this  ore  on  its 
arrival  is  at  firft  broken,  (that  at  leaft  which  is  in  too  large  pieces,)  and  is  afterwards 
carried  into  the  oven  into  which  it  is  to  be  thrown  :  of  thefe  there  are  two  in  the  open 
air  for  roafting  the  ore ;  one  is  forty-two  feet  wide  by  twenty-five ;  the  other,  of  the 
fame  form  is  fomewhat  lefs  ;  both  feven  feet  in  depth  :  the  walls  are  of  brick  made  from 
fcoria  ;  a  layer  of  wood  is  laid  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  bottom,  and  as  high  as  the 
walls,  which  is  kept  burning  for  the  fpace  of  four  weeks  ;  each  procefs  of  the  firft  oven 
furniflies  a  fupply  for  feven  weeks  to  the  great  furnace,  and  of  the  leffer  oven  for  five 
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weeks  and  a  Iia!f.  The  ore,  upon  its  being  withdrawn,  is  pounded  by  a  large  ham- 
mer and  thrown  into  a  fieve,  whence  the  fined  part  falls  into  a  bucket  faftened  to  an 
iron  chain,  wliich  carries  it  to  the  large  furnaces.  When  this  large  furnace  is  once 
heated  it  continues  fo  for  about  fix-and-thirty  weeks,  more  or  lefs,  without  interrup- 
tion;  after  which  a  new  crucible  becomes  requifite.  The  fides  of  the  furnace,  al- 
though of  bricks  made  iromj'coria  fixteen  ells  in  thicknefs,  require  renewal  every  four 
years.  When  once  the  furnace  is  kindled  it  is  fupplied  every  hour  with  a  lafl;  of  char- 
coal and  a  fchippund  and  a  half  of  ore,  divided  into  eleven  equal  parts.  The  iron  fufes 
in  about  fifteen  hours  :  in  the  beginning  this  procefs  is  very  Uttle  productive,  but  it  in- 
creafes  by  degrees  as  the  furnace  augments  in  heat,  and  at  length  produces,  when  in 
full  activity,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  fchippunds  of  iron  weekly.  The  bellows 
are  worked  by  a  wheel  twenty  feet  in  diameter.  When  the  firength  of  the  flame  is 
confidered,  which  proceeds  from  the  mouth,  one  is  aftoniflied  at  the  little  hurry  of  the 
workmen  in  emptying  their  barrows  of  charcoal  ;  fmall  and  dry  as  it  is  yet  does  it  ne- 
ver infiantly  take  fire  even  in  the  middle  of  the  flame.  The  greatefl:  attention. is  ne- 
ceflary  in  throwing  the  ore  on  the  charcoal  ;  as  a  little  too  much  or  too  little  might  in- 
jure the  fufion  and  have  a  material  influence  on  the  quality  of  the  iron.  The  metal  in 
fufion  is  let  ofl^  every  eleven  hours.  A  channel  is  made  in  hot  fand  of  equal  dimen- 
fions  with  the  orifice,  where  the  molten  metal  flows,  and  the  divifions  are  marked 
agreeably  to  the  length  defired  to  be  given  them  :  it  does  not  run  to  fo  great  a  length 
as  in  France,  feldom  more  than  two  feet.  The  fand  is  kept  hot  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting accidents,  which  however  in  extreme  cold  weather  occafionally  happen.  The 
furnace  each  time  it  is  (truck  yields  feven  or  eight  fchippunds.  In  lefs  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  afterwards  the  iron,  having  refumed  a  degree  of  firmnefs,  is  raifed  and  re- 
moved for  its  cooling  with  greater  difpatch  ;  fliortly  after  it  is  thrown  into  a  ciftern 
lined  with  wood,  and  repeatedly  filled  with  cold  water  on  account  of  its  being  made  to 
boil  inftantly  upon  the  firfl:  immerfion  :  from  this  cifliern  a  prodigious  fl;eam  arifes,  and 
by  the  fide  of  it  you  feel  a  kind  of  trembling  underground.  Near  this  is  a  building  in 
which  the  raw  iron  from  the  procefs  is  founded  ;  for  this  ufe  there  are  three  furnaces, 
one  hammer  and  a  furnace  for  fmall  anchors. 

In  another  building  are  eight  furnaces,  fix  of  which  for  founding  the  raw  iron,  and 
two  for  large  anchors.  The  chimneys  of  the  furnaces  for  the  anchors  are  fufpended  in 
the  air.  In  this  forge  are  three  hammers.  During  the  war  between  England 
and  France  the  demand  there  was  could  not  be  anfwered,  notwithfl:anding  all  the  eight 
furnaces  were  kept  wholly  employed  upon  anchors.  The  largeft  hammers  weigh  two 
fchippunds  and  a  half;  the  extremity  alone  is  of  tempered  fl:eel.  For  hammering  the 
anchors  a  hammer  is  likewife  fometimes  ufed  larger  than  a  fledge  hand  hammer,  called 
Hercules  ;  it  is  entirely  of  iron,  and  has  the  fliape  of  a  club.  Of  thefe  there  are  different 
fizes  ;  the  largefl:  weigh  nearly  a  fchippund.  They  are  raifed,  by  means  of  puUies,  by 
two  men,  and  are  directed  by  another.  There  is  here  a  machine  in  fliape  of  a  crane, 
at  the  end  of  which  hangs  an  iron  chain  ;  it  goes  on  a  pivot,  and  is  fo  true  that  two 
men  are  all  that  are  required  for  moving  the  largelt  anchor  and  placing  it  on  the  anvil, 
in  the  pofition  delired  for  its  receiving  the  blow.  We  have  omitted  to  mention  a  fur- 
nace in  the  open  air,  in  which  the  fcoria  from  the  three  fmall  furnaces  are  molten 
anew ;  in  which  fcorise  a  large  quantity  of  iron  is  fbund  yet  to  remain.  It  is  but  lately 
that  this  furnace  has  been  employed. 

The  anchors  are  tranfported  by  land  to  Elfscarleby,  on  account  of  the  cataradt ;  the 
largeft,  which  weigh  thirty  fchippunds,  require  eight  horfes,  and  can  be  moved  only 
upon  fledges ;  thole  of  twenty  fchippunds  being  the  heavieft  which  can  be  tranfported 
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o'themlfe.     Some  years  the  larger  anchors  have  been  fent  to  Stockholm  all  the  way  by 
land,  in  order  to  forward  them  the  quicker.     They  coH:  from   i6  to  19  and  20   rix- 
dollars  the  Schippund,  according  to  their  fize.     The  iron  at  from  7!  to  8  rix-dollars. 
The  mark  on  the  anchors  is  a  crown,  beneath  an  S,  and  in  fmaller  characters  a  C  and 
a  G.     The  annual  confumption  of  the  manufadory  is  twenty  thoufand  Infts  of  charcoal, 
twelve  tons  to  the  lall ;   the  price  of  each  of  which  is  2 1  fchillings.     Each  furnace  re- 
quires  twenty  men  when   large  anchors  are  forged,   who  are  relieved  every  twelve 
hours  ;  the  other  furnaces  feldom  employ  more  than  three  men.     To  forge  large  an- 
chors requires  at  lead  thirteen  or  fourteen  days.     At  Sudersfors  as  much  fteel  is  made 
as  is  rteceffary  for  the  workmen's  tools :  the  obftacle  to   their   manufaduring  more  is 
the  want  of  fea-coal,  which  is  very  rare  in  Sweden.    (The  Count  de  Ruuth  has  met 
with  it  on  one  of  his  eftates  in  Scania,  but  it  is  of  an  indifferent  quality.)     A  headman 
earns  50  rix-dollars  per  annum  ;  befides  thefe  wages  he  is  furniflied  with  a   houfe  to 
live  in,  has  his  grain  aifordcd  him  at  half  price,  and  provender  for  four  cows ;  the 
other  workmen  4  fchillings  per  diem,  an  habitation,  and  provender  for  one  or  two 
cows.     The  eftate  not  fupplying  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  quantity  of  grain,  although   two 
miles  in  extent,  the  proprietor  is  under  the  neceffity  of  purchafing  annually  two  thou- 
fand tons.     Upon  the  ellate  there  is  befides  a  mill  for  fawing  planks,  and  a  fmall  dock 
for  building  of  Hoops  and  boats  ;  eight  large  ones  we  faw,  carrying  each  one  mail. 
To  thefe  mufl  be  added  every  trade  requifite  to  a  colony  feparated  from  fociety,  fuch 
as  carpenters,  wheelwrights,  glaziers.  &c.     The  falary  of  the  mafter  of  the  furnace  is 
100  rix-dollars;  he  is  paid  more  than  any  other  workmen,  his  work  being  the  moft  dif- 
ficult of  any.     At  Sudersfors  there  are  about  600  perfons,  from  120  to  130  of  whom 
are  employed  at  the  forge.     The  total  expeiice  of  the  eftablifliment  is  25,000  rix-dol- 
lars.    As  to  the  fcona,  of  which  the  bricks  are  made,  they  are  run  when  in  a  flate  of 
fufion  into  moulds  of  the  form  required  ;  thefe  bricks  are  very  durable.     At  Suderf- 
fors  we  were  fliewn  a  building  cafed  forty  years  before  with  thefe  bricks,   which  had 
i-eceived  no  injury  from  time.     At  Fahlun  experiments  of  a  fimilar  defcription  have 
been  made  without  fuccefs,  the  fcoria;  at  that  place  being  too  brittle  and  too  highly  im- 
pregnated with  fulphur.     Many  houfes  at  Sudersfors  are  covered  with  the  bark  of  the 
birch  tree,  over  which  thefe  fcoria;  are  laid  to  keep  the  bark  level.  This  mode  of  cover- 
ing houfes  is  the  moft  a'conomical,   but  makes  the  roof  prefs  more  heavy  on  tiie  tim- 
bers.    The  malady  to  which  the  workmen  are  moft  fubject  is  the  erifipelas  in  the  legs, 
owing  to  their  being  employed  in  fifning  when  not  occupied  at  the  forge,  and  their  being 
much  expofed  to  the  wet.     For  the  fervice  of  the  forge  twenty-eight  horfes  are  kept. 
Near  the  bridge  by  which  you  firll  enter  is  a  lockfmith's  fliop,  with  one  furnace  and  a 
fmall  hammer.     On  the  fame  premifes  are  a  turner's  lathe  for  wood,  and  a  brick  or  tile 
kiln,  a  blackfmith's  fliop,  a  granary,  a  flour  mill,  and  a  charitable  eftablifliment  for  the 
widows  of  the  men  employed  at  the  forge.     From  the  bridge  you  have  a  pleafing  vievT 
of  the  new  church  :  this  is  a  pretty  building,  and  capacious  enough  ;  it  is  built  of  brick 
with  the  fmgle  exception  of  the  foundation  of  caff  fcoria.     Men  were  employed  in  le- 
velling the  ground  about  it  and  erecting  a  very  thick  wall  for  an  inclofure,  on  which  it 
is  intended  to  raife  iron  palifades.     Near  the  church  a  cemetery  and  charnel-houle  is  to 
beconftrufted  :  the  carcafe  of  the  building  was  complete  in  April  1791. 

The  manfion  is  a  very  modelt  wooden  building,  painted  ftone  colour ;  it  is  of  ofie 
fmgle  ftory,  with  twelve  windows  in  front :  already  has  it  ftood  a  hundred  years.  Be- 
fore it  are  two  fmall  pavillions,  built  likewife  of  wood,  painted  red,  and  of  one  flory 
alfo.  Between  the  manfion  and  the  building  is  an  extreme  fmall  parterre.  On  the 
firft  ftory  is  a  fmall  gallery,  or  rather  corredore,  irh  which  are  a  number  of  animals 
itutfed,  fuch  as  the  elk,  rein-deer,  &c.  In  the  middle  of  the  caftle  is  a  glafs  tower, 
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whence  you  .have  a  fine  profped,  but  which  the  bad  weather  that  reigned  while  we 
were  there  prevented  our  enjoying.  Adjoining  to  the  principal  building  is  a  tolerably 
large  kitchen  garden  with  fome  fniall  hot  houfes,  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  a  palif. 
fade,  through  which  you  have  a  delightful  view  of  the  river ;  in  this  fpot  it  is  amazing- 
ly wide,  and  more  refembles  a  lake  Iluddedwith  iflands  than  a  river.  On  the  fide  of 
the  manfion,  in  a  fmall  pavillion,  we  faw  a  coUedion  of  three  or  four  hundred  birds 
iluffed,  and  a  pretty  apartment  of  fhells.  The  catalogue  of  thefe  two  coUedions  is 
printed,  but  the  proprietor  is  daily  making  additions  to  them.  In  the  fame  apartment 
is  a  library  of  books  relative  to  natural  hiftory  ;  in  the  billiard-room  on  the  fide  fome 
impaled  animals,  fuch  as  the  fox,  the  glutton,  a  white  fox,  another  white  and  grey,  a 
wild  cat  of  a  large  fize  called  a  lynx,  &c. 

"We  cannot  fpeak  too  highly  of  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Grill,  at  vvhofe  houfe  we  lived, 
and  with  difficulty  were  fuflered  to  lodge  at  the  inn  at  which  we  arrived.  He  fhewed 
us  every  thing  himfelf  with  the  greateft  politenefs,  and  explained  every  thing  with  the 
utmofi:  civility.  Willingly  would  we  have  had  to  fpeak  as  favourably  of  him  with  re- 
gard to  his  coUedion  of  medals  at  Stockholm  :  but  after  giving  a  formal  promife  to 
Ihew  us  them  he  put  us  off  from  one  day  to  another,  and  finally  gave  for  anfwer  that 
they  were  packed  up  and  could  not  be  fliewn.  This  brings  to  memory  the  expreffion 
fo  well  known— he  pewed  himfelf  a  brave  man  fuch  a  day — and  proves  that  politenefs 
may  fometimes  be  ephemeral. 

From  Sudersfors  to  Upfal  is  feven  miles  and  a  quarter,  by  Tfre,  Lebu,  and  Haugfla. 
You  travel  almoft  wholly  on  the  eftate  of  Mr.  Grill  for  the  firit  ftage,  tracing  back  the 
road  by  which  you  came  for  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile ;  afterwards  you  turn  to 
the  right,  and  having  gone  further  three  quarters  of  a  mile  you  find  yourfelf  again  on 
the  high  road  to  Upfal.  Half  a  mile  before  you  reach  Yfre  you  pafs  over  a  bridge 
acrofs  a  river,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  another,  the  parapets  of  which  are  of 
iron ;  from  this  you  have  the  profpeft  of  a  number  of  charming  cafcades.  In  order  to 
reach  the  pofl-houfe  you  leave  the  high  road  on  the  left,  and  join  it  again  by  a  crofs 
road.  On  this  ftage  you  notice  one  of  the  largeft  plains  in  Sweden  :  thence  to  Upfal 
we  traverfed  plains  and  a  well  cultivated  country  ;  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  you  ar- 
rive there  you  pafs  by  the  fide  of  the  church  of  Old  Upfal,  celebrated  in  the  days  of 
paganifm,  but  at  prefent  abandoned.  We  faw  afterwards  feveral  heaps  of  ftones,  under 
which,  according  to  tradition,  fome  ancient  kings  lie  buried. 

Chap.  XJII.— U^/.  — TZ^^  Cathedral. — Univerfty. — Cabinets. — Injir  unions  for  traverf- 

ing  the  Alps  of  Lapland. 

UPSAL,  formerly  the  capital  of  Sweden,  at  prefent  of  Upland,  is  a  very  fmall  city, 
and  contains  fcarcely  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  the  ftudents, 
the  number  of  which,  as  is  the  cafe  of  all  univerfities,  occafionally  differs,  but  which 
may  be  generally  eftimated  at  five  hundred  at  lead.  From  the  caftle,  a  tolerably  large 
but  irregular  building,  you  have  a  very  fine  view  of  the  town  and  country  ;  and  thence 
it  is  that  you  are  enabled  to  form  the  beft  eftimateofits  extent*.  A  river  runs  through 
it  which  has  a  communication  with  lake  Moeler,  and  which  is  of  benefit  to  the  very  tri- 
flirig  commerce  carried  on  by  the  town.  Notwithftanding  the  inconfiderablenefs  of  its 
trade,  if  the  extent  of  the  city  be  regarded,  it  is  very  well  inhabited,  for  independent  of 
thofe,  who  from  their  fituations  are  obliged  to  refide  here,  fuch  as  the  Governor,  and 

*  We  ^d  not  notice  by  the  fide  of  the  gates  the  tun  full  of  water,  which  is  defcribed  by  the  Dutch 
traveller  (Le  Voyageur  HoUandais). 

the 
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the  Archbifliop,  (Mr.  Troil,  a  well  informed  man,  formerly  Blrtiop  of  Linkoeupinc^,  and 
author,  among  other  things,  of  Letters  on  Iceland,  a  work  much  efleemed,  and  which  has 
been  tranflated  into  French,)  a  number  of  Swedifh  noblemen  have  taken  up  their  abode 
here,  fome  to  be  nearer  to  their  eftates,  and  fonie  to  avoid  theexpence  and  tumult  of  the 
capital.  Among  thefe  we  have  to  notice  in  particular  the  Senator,  Baron  Geer,  formerly 
Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs :  we  have  to  thank  him  for  the  obliging  manner 
in  which  he  received  us,  foreigners  entirely  unknown  to  him,  but  (till  more  for  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  well  informed,  affable,  polite  man,  in  whofe  fociety  the  curious  travel- 
ler could  but  acquire  great  advantage.  Upfal  on  many  accounts  is  deferving  of  being 
fcen  ;  in  order  to  notice  all,  a  ftay  of  at  lead  three  days  will  be  requifite:  this  city  is 
interefting  were  it  only  for  its  giving  birth  to  Linn^us  and  Bergmann.  A  houfe  is 
building  in  memory  of  Linneeus  at  the  royal  gardens,  which  ferve  for  a  public  pro- 
menade. 

The  cathedral  is  the  largeft  and  handfomeft  church  in  Sweden  ;  of  it  this  affertioii 
might  make  a  perfon  who  had  not  feen  the  others  form  rather  a  high  opinion  ;  but 
having  viewed  them  it  will  be  readily  conjeftured  that  better  might  be  ereded,  which 
yet  ftiould  be  far  from  perfeft.  1  his  church  is  however  truly  remarkable  on  account 
of  the  tombs  it  contains,  which,  although  no  mafter  pieces,  are  interefting,  as  they  re- 
gard the  hiftory  of  the  country.  The  church  is  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  long  from 
the  extremity  to  the  altar ;  beyond  which  is  a  chapel  of  fome  depth :  its  width  is  one 
hundred  and  eight  feet ;  it  has  three  naves,  and  chapels  all  round  it :  in  that  behind 
the  great  altar  is  the  tomb  of  Guftavus  Vafa  and  his  wives  ;  his  children  and  grand- 
children are  interred  in  the  one  adjoining.  In  this  John  III.  was  buried.  The  monument 
over  his  tomb,  erefted  by  Sigifmund,  was  made  in  Italy  ;  but  the  veffels  carrying  it  to 
Sweden  being  fhipwrecked  onthecoafl;  of  Dantzickit  was  tranfported  thither,  where  it 
remained  near  two  hundred  years  ;  it  has  been  brought  hither  only  within  thefe  few 
years :  it  is  no  honour  to  the  arts,  and  was  in  a  bad  ftate.  In  another  chapel  are  the 
fepulchres  of  the  families  of  Oxenjiiern  and  Stenbock.  In  another  two  beautiful  Sarco- 
phagi in  marble  to  the  memory  of  Charles  de  Geer^  Marflial  of  the  court,  and  his  lady  ; 
his  buft  alfo  in  white  marble,  on  the  fragment  of  an  antique  fluted  column,  erefted  by 
his  wife.  The  tomb  of  Sture  and  his  two  fons,  killed  by  order  of  Eric  XIV.  The  fe- 
pulchre  of  the  fir  ft  wife  of  Sigifmund.  On  the  right  of  the  great  altar  are  the  relics  of 
St.  Eric,  and  nothing  elfe  remarkable.  Linnseus  is  inhumed  beneath  a  ftone  near  the 
door  without  any  infcription  or  even  his  name  (whatever  the  Dutch  traveller  may  ad- 
vance to  the  contrary).  In  a  fort  of  cave  adjoining  the  church  is  a  wooden  idol  of  the 
GodThor,  which  does  not  appear  fo  ancient  as  faid  to  be,  with  the  chalice,  crofier,  &c. 
prefented  by  Pope  Alix  III.  to  the  firfl:  bifhop  of  Upfal. 

The  univerfity  of  this  city  was  founded  by  Sten  Sture  the  elder,  in  1476,  who  ob- 
tained permiffioji  for  the  purpofe  from  Sixtus  IV.,  and  took  the  inftitution  at  Bologna  for 
his  model.  The  adminiftrators  and  fenators  confirmed  the  bull  of  Sixtus  IV.  (of  the 
28th  of  February  1476,)  on  the  2Cth  July  1477,  ^"^  granted  to  this  academy  all  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  univerfity  of  Paris.  In  1624  Guftavus  Adolphus  affigned 
them  eftates  under  the  diredion  of  the  confiftory  of  profeffors.  The  revenue  was  then 
25,000  crowns,  of  3  dollars  ;  but  this  fum  is  now  nearly  tripled :  it  is  however  depend- 
ant on  the  feafons.  The  univerfity  appoints  two  profeffors,  called  uEnrni,  to  manage 
its  property,  who  retain  their  places  for  two  years,  when  one  of  them  goes  out.  There 
are  four  faculties,  viz.  four  profeffors  of  theology,  (there  were  five,)  who  at  the  fame 
time  compofe  the  ecclefiaftical  confiftory,  two  of  jurifprudence,  thirteen  of  philofophy, 
and  four  of  medicine.     The  new  profeffors  are  :  one  of  theology,  one  of  private  ceco- 
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nomy,  and  one  of  eloquence  and  politics;  the  others  eftabliflied  in  1751  are,  one  of 
chemiftry,  and  one  of  phyfic  ;  in  1761,  one  of  public  right,  (_now  aboliilied,)  and  one 
of  anatomy,  during  the  revolution  of  1772.  The  courfes  in  medicine  lad  three,  four, 
or  five  years  before  the  (Indent  can  take  a  doctor's  degree.  The  novice  muil  undergo 
two  examinations  ;  this  is  a  fludy  lefs  followed  than  any.  The  courfes  in  jurifprudence, 
\vhen  followed  only  to  qualify  for  tlic  bar,  continue  for  two  or  three  years  ;  thofe  of 
theology,  three  or  four  years.  The  King  alone  grants  a  doftor's  degree.  In  philofophy 
two  themes  mufl:  be  maintained  ;  this  is  the  courfe  of  all  others  the  moft  followed  ; 
the  dirciSlor  is  changed  every  fix  months,  at  St.  John's  day  and  at  Chriftmas.  The 
profeffors  nominate  three  candidates  for  the  office,  one  of  which  was  wont  to  be  elected 
by  His  Majell)-,  at  prefent  he  choofes  who  he  will  ;  the  directors  have  no  increafe  of 
allowance,  their  oidy  emolument  being  derived  from  the  compliment  paid  by  each  flu- 
dent  on  his  admilTion  to  the  univerfity  during  his  reftorniip  ;  this  prefent  is  two  or  three 
rix-dollars,  and  two  or  three  ducats  if  the  ftudent  be  of  a  diflinguifhed  family.  The 
flipcnd  of  the  profefibrs  is  1400  filver  dollars  and  a  hundred  tons  of  corn,  which  may 
be  elfimated  at  i  600  f.cd  :  fome  of  them  have  apartments,  but  moft  not.  No  one  can 
become  a  civil  magiftratc  without  undergoing  a  public  examination  at  one  of  the  three 
vmiverfitles  of  Upfal,  Obo,  or  Lund.  There  is  a  fourth  at  Gridfwald  in  Pomerania, 
•which  is  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the  empire.  The  perfonal  jurifdiction  of  the  univer- 
fity extends  not  only  throughout  the  city,  but  for  fix  leagues  around,  (in  matters  which 
regard  the  fludents).  The  holidays  are  from  the  14th  December  to  the  28th  January, 
and  from  the  feftival  of  St.  John  to  that  of  St.  Michael.  The  profeffors  give  gratuitous 
lelTons  four  times  a  week ;  for  private  leflbns  the  fcholar  pays  two  or  three  rix-dollars 
monthly,  according  to  his  capacity,  which  is  paid  every  other  term.  There  are  fome 
prizes  of  private  foundati9n  called  Stipendia,  of  which  more  than  a  hundred  fludents  at 
.  Upfal  reap  advantage  ;  thefe  are  from  45  to  400  plottes  each,  and  are  ufually  adjudged 
by  the  confiftory ;  but  an  appeal  lays  to  the  chancellor  in  cafe  of  dilTatisfaftion,  who 
finally  awards.  The  Sttpcnuia  diftributed  by  the  King  amount  to  3000  plottes.  In 
J  730  there  were  two  thoufand  ftudents,  in  1791  but  fix  or  feven  hundred. 

In  the  bull  by  which  the  univerfity  was  inftituted,  the  archbifhop  is  defignated  chan- 
cellor;  but  the  academical  conflitutions  of  1625  affunie,  that  thenceforward  it  fhall  be 
a  fenator  of  the  kingdom,  the  archbifliop  being  only  vice-chancellor.  It  is  the  body  of 
profeffors,  or  the  academical  confiftory,  which  eleds  the  chancellor,  and  their  nomina- 
tion is  confirmed  by  the  King  :  for  a  number  of  years  the  prefumptive  hen*  of  the  crown 
has  had  the  title. 

The  library  of  the  univerfity  is  highly  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  but  in  our  opi- 
nion without  defert,  notwithflanding  it  contains  many  articles  well  worthy  the  infpedion 
of  a  traveller.  In  the  firft  place  we  faw  a  number  of  things  which  appear  out  of  place 
certainly  in  a  library,  fuch  as  an  antique  cafe  made  of  different  forts  of  ffone,  with  a 
fmall  fpinnett,  and  little  paintings  on  agate  reprefenting  the  paflion  of  our  Saviour,  &c.; 
fome  very  minute  works  in  wood  and  ivory,  the  whole  prefented  to  Guftavus  Adolphus 
by  the  city  of  Nuremberg,  for  his  daughter  ;  two  fmall  books  of  flowers,  fifh,  and  ani- 
mals, painted  on  vellum  by  Queen  Chriftina;  a  number  of  toilet  trinkets  which  belonged 
to  her ;  the  portrait  of  General  Konigfmarck,  in  the  fervice  of  the  republic  of  Venice, 
formed  by  lines  of  writing  in  latin,  which  give  an  account  of  his  life,  on  vellum  ;  a  large 
agate  of  fixteen  inches  by  thirteen,  on  one  fide  of  which  the  laft  judgment  is  depided, 
and  on  the  other  the  paflage  of  the  red  fea,  by  Kcenig,  with  other  matters  of  little 
moment,  ^    . 
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In  the  firfl:  of  the  three  rooms  of  wliich  the  library  is  compofed,  is  a  marble  bufl  of 
Charles  XI.  placed  there  in  1701  by  Ben.  Oxcrjilcrn  ;  in  the  third  that  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  ereiSted  in  1731  by  Frederic  I. 

The  firft  room  contains  belles  lettres,  hiftory,  and  natural  hiftory.  The  fecond  was 
added  by  the  late  King  in  1767,  when  Prince-royal,  as  appears  from  the  infcription  over 
the  door.     The  third  comprifes  jurifprudence,  theology,  and  phyfic. 

The  moftvaluable  article  in  this  libraryis  the  gothic  manufcript  knownunder  the  name 
of  CocL'x  argenteus.  It  contains  the  four  evangelifts  in  letters  of  gold  and  filvei",  eachline 
interlined ;  it  is  in  410.,  is  incomplete  at  both  beginning  and  end, and  confifls  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-feven  leaves  ;  in  the  margin  is  a  tranflation  of  fome  paflages  in  latin  :  we  do 
notbdieve  it  has  been  printed,  as  fome  travellers  affirm.  Befides  this,  Commentaria  hljlorica 
Regis  Erici  XIV.  cum  direSlionibus  et  profeclionibus  planetarum  domorum,  et  partium  pro 
anno  156(5,  an  original  in  his  own  hand  writing;  the  fame  for  the  year  1567,  a  copy. 
Edda  et  Scalda,  a  very  valuable  Icelandic  manufcript  on  vellum,  with  figures  coarfely 
drawn,  incomplete  and  much  damaged.  The  Edda  was  compofed  by  the  layman  Stur- 
hfon^  in  the  thirteenth  century  ;  he  was  murdered  in  an  infurreftion.  Mr.  Mallet  in 
his  introdudion  to  the  hiftory  of  Denmark,  fpeaking  of  this  work  fays,  "  J.  P.  Refcnius 
published  the  firfl  edition  of  the  Edda  in  4to.,at  Copenhagen,  in  1665;  by  the  fide  of 
the  text  is  a  verfion  in  latin  by  Stephanus  Olai',  a  learned  ecclefiaftic  of  Iceland,  and  a 
Danifli  tranflation  by  Stephanius,  with  variations  taken  from  a  manufcript  of  Alagmis 
Olai,  an  Icelander.  The  mod  ancient  -manufcript  of  the  Edda  is  thought  to  be  that 
which  belongs  to  the  King  of  Denmark  :  it  is  confidered  to  have  been  written  at  the 
clofe  of  the  thirteenth  century  or  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth.  A  valuable  manu- 
fcript of  the  Edda  is  alfo  to  be  feen  at  Upfal.  Mr.  Goeurandfon  has  publiflied  it  with  a 
Swedifli  and  latin  verfion  :  the  text  of  this  edition  differs  very  immaterially  from  that  of 
Refenius."  "We  have  a  difficulty  in  comprehending  howja  complete  tranflation  of  that 
work  could  poffibly  be  made  from  a  manufcript  in  fuch  an  imperfedl  ftate.  The  laws 
of  Iceland,  a  very  ancient  manufcript  on  vellum.  Dialogus  crealurarum  vwralifatus  ; 
the  firil  work  publiflied  in  Sweden  at  Stockholm,  1483.  Maniiak  ecclefia  Linkopenjisy 
an  extremely  rare  work.  Sxuderkauping,  1525,  the  only  one  known.  A  latin  commen- 
iary  on  the/even  pfalnis,  151 5,  the  firlk  work  publiflied  at  Upfal.  The  fame  volume  of 
Rudbcck  as  is  found  in  the  King's  hbrary  at  Stockholm.  Thomas  Aquinas  Secunda 
fecunda,  in  folio,  Mentz,  1467,  in  good  prefervation.  Two  editions  of  the  CathoUcon  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  without  a  date.  A  German  bible  which  belonged  to  Luther,  Wit- 
temberg,  1541.  The  firfl:  folio  bible  is  in  latin  :  Nuremberg,  1475.  -^  German  bible 
in  folio,  1 494,  Lubeck  ;  this  is  the  oldcft  German  bible  printed.  A  Bohemian  bible, 
14S9,  fmall  folio,  with  figures  in  wood.  Pliny,  in  latin,  Rome,  1473,  in  folio,  on  paper. 
Suetonius,  1470,  Rome,  in  folio,  on  paper.  The  moft  ancient  Swcdifli  bible,  Upfal, 
1541.  The  iVkf  tejiament  in  Swedifli,  with  the  arms  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  Stockholm, 
1526.  The  laws  df  Sweden,  on  vellum,  1617,  at  Stockholm,  very  elegant.  The 
library  confifts  of  nearly  fifty  thoufand  volumes.  The  manufcripts  are  on  the  firfl: 
fl:ory.  The  univerfity  bought  a  collection  of  five  hundred  volumes  of  manufcripts  oi 
the  widow  of  Mr.  PalmJIiolds,  moft  cfthem  are  in  410.  fome  rare  articles  among  them 
have  been  printed.  ProfelTor  Giorgi  arra-figed  and  made  a  catalogue  of  them,  which 
confifts  of  two  large  volumes.  Notwithftanding  the  number  of  manufcripts  is  very  con- 
fiderable,  many  receptacles  are  empty.  There  is  nothing  among  them  fingularly  valu- 
able except  the  Diarium  Wadjlenenfc,  an  original  manufcript  on  vellum,  finall  quarto, 
written  by  different  hands  from  1344  to  1544.  This  work  was  pubhflaed  by  Benzelius, 
at  Upfal,  ill  172 1 :  Mr.  Nordin  is  about  to  publifh  a  new  edition.      The  fund  fet  apart 
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for  the  library  is  1000  plottes  per  annum,  a  fum  which  appeared  to  us  Inconfiderablc 
indeed. 

The  tninerakgkal  cabinet,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Afzelim,  profeffor  of  chemif- 
try,  is  claffed  agreeably  to  the  fyftem  of  Cronfiedt ;  the  Councillor  of  mines,  ^vnab,  firfl: 
began  the  coUedion.  Theuniverfity  has  poffefled  it  ever  fmce  1750,  and  it  has  been 
confiderably  augmented  by  the  celebrated  Bergmann  :  it  is  now  very  complete,  particu- 
larly as  to  what  regards  the  minerals  peculiar  to  Sweden.  Thefe  entirely  fill  one  cabi- 
net,  \o  the  number  of  three  thoufand  fpecimens  ;  the  general  colleftion  is  contained  in 
about  forty  large  cafes.  We  faw  here  alfo  fome  ftones  engraved,  none  of  which  were 
remarkable  ;  a  number  of  cryftallizations  and  petrifadtions  peculiar  to  Sweden,  of  but 
little  intereft  ;  fome  fhells  alfo,  but  in  no  great  number.  The  mofl  valuable  article  in 
this  cabinet  is  fome  viajjive,  native  and  artificial  gold,  found  at  Nertchinfioi  in  Siberia, 
analyzed  by  Mr.  Bergmann.  A  number  of  mineraloglfts  doubt,  but  unjuflly,  the  ex- 
iftence  of  this  fpecimen.  In  a  fmall  cabinet  are  feen  the  models  of  the  pumps,  furnaces, 
and  other  utenfils  employed  in  mines.  There  is  but  a  very  poor  chemical  laboratory. 
Mr.  Afzelius,  in  April,  1791,  had  but  thirty  fcholars,  a  matter  which  appeared  to  me 
very  fmgular  in  a  country,  the  mines  of  which  form  its  principal  wealth,  and  in  which 
chemiftry  fliould  confequently  be  cultivated  above  all  other  fciences. 

The  cabinet  of  Mr.  Thimberg  is  exceedingly  curious  from  the  beauty  of  the  fpecimens 
collefted,  and  their  number ;  for  it  embraces  objefts  of  more  than  one  defcription, 
although  wholly  analogous  to  natural  hiftory  :  Mr.  Thunberg  has  travelled  a  great 
deal,  and  has  himfelf  felefted  a  great  number  of  interefling  articles :  he  has  been  at 
Japan,  and  even  in  the  capital,  owing  to  a  concurrence  of  circumftances  which  few  Eu- 
ropeans have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with :  of  animals  and  birds  thefe  are  the 
mofl  remarkable  :  the  Horfe  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  a  head  of  the  Jnt-eater,  from 
the  fame  place  ;  a  Buffalo,  idem  ;  the  American  Ant-eater  ;  a  white  Fox  ;  a  Stag,  from 
the  ifland  of  Java,  a  very  rare  fpecimen ;  an  animal  refembling  the  Ermine,  with  a  much 
longer  body ;  three  fpecies  of  Sloths,  from  America,  Ceylon  without  a  tail,  and  from 
Java,  the  latter  very  rare  ;  a  China  Pheafant ;  a  male  and  female  Eyderdown  Duck  ; 
three  fpecies  of  the  Alca  arftica,  very  rare  ;  a  coUeftion  nearly  complete,  of  the  birds 
peculiar  to  Sweden,  and  a  number  of  other  animals  and  birds  ;  a  very  beautiful  collec- 
tion of  butterflies :  the  Atlas  of  Ceylon,  a  female,  meafuring  nine  inches  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  one  wing  to  the  other ;  the  male  is  not  fo  large  as  the  female :  the  Luna  of 
Surinam,  rare  ;  the  Priam,  from  the  iflands  of  Banda  and  Amboyna,  cofts  2j  ducats  in 
Holland  ;  the  Laternaria,  a  fpecies  of  Fu'gora,  from  Surinam,  extremely  rare  ;  Pjieu- 
mora,  macidata,  immaculata,  and  fexguttatce,  rare,  particularly  the  laft  named,  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  a  fuperb  colledlion  of  infeds,  crabs,  and  crayfiOi,  fpiders, 
fcaraba:i,  bees,  &c. ;  a  new  fcurabteus  of  the  Gideon  fpecies,  with  three  horns,  unique  j 
corals  and  marine  plants;  a  herbary  of  plants  of  all  countries,  confifting  of  nearly  twenty 
thoufand  fpecimens  ;  a  large  piece  of  trapp  of  three  colours;  the  bafe  reddifh,  green  and 
white,  twenty  inches  long  by  fixteen  wide,  engraven  en  cameo,  in  China,  after  the  an- 
tique, and  reprefenling  leaves  and  fruit ;  an  exceeding  rare  and  valuable  article  :  fome 
fhells ;  a  fpindle,  {Fuffeau,)  fmgular  on  account  of  its  fize,  being  nearly  feven  inches  ;  a 
fhell  from  Jamaica  of  the  Tellina  genus  ;  and  another  from  Japan  yet  undcfcribed  ;  an 
Ifogonum,  extremely  rare,  of  five  inches  and  a  half;  z  Placenta,  five  inches  in  diameter; 
a  Hammer fjh,  feven  inches  and  a  half  at  the  end,  the  handle  fix  inches  long ;  a  Patella, 
from  Japan,  nondefcript.  A  Polijh  cap,  nearly  two  inches.  In  the  adjoining  garden 
are  five  or  fix  thoufand  exotic  plants,  as  well  of  Sweden  as  from  foreign  countries,  in 
green-houfes  and  in  the  open  air.     Mr.  Thunberg  had  a  hundred  fcholars.    His  cabinet 
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he  has  made  a  prefent  of  to  the  univerfity  :  his  voyage  to  Japan  was  publiflied  in  179 1, 
and  tranflated  into  German. 

There  is  a  catalogue  of  the  different  cabinets  of  the  univerfity  of  Upfal,  publifhed  in 
the  form  of  diflertations,  with  the  title,  Mu/man  natiiraliiim  Acadcmia  Ubfalienfis:  many 
parts  have  already  appeared,  containing  an  account  of  what  has  been  prefented  to  the 
univerfity  by  Mr.  Thunberg  and  others.  The  colle£lion  of  plants  extends  to  twenty 
thoufand  fpecies,  the  mofl;  rare  of  which  are  thofe  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Japan. 
The  Flora  Japonica  is  already  printed,  and  Mr.  Thunberg  is  at  prefent  employed  on  the 
Flora  Capenfis. 

The  coins  of  Japan  are  in  the  cabinet  of  His  Majefly  at  Drottningholm.  Mr.  Thun- 
berg gave  a  defcription  of  them  before  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Stockholm.  Among 
the  Indian  coins  there  are  numerous  rare  fpecies,  fuch  as  the  pagoda  of  Malabar  with 
the  figure  of  an  elephant  in  gold,  and  the  twelve  rupees  in  gold  with  the  twelve  figns  of 
the  zodiac,  ftruck  by  Nourmahal,  the  wife  of  the  grand  Mogul,  Selim  I.  It  is  extremely 
rare  to  meet  with  this  coUeflion  complete,  on  which  account  it  is  very  dear,  cofting 
more  than  4000  livres. 

The  cabinet  of  Mr.  Ziervogelh  very  curious,  and  above  all  remarkable  in  the  depart- 
ment of  fhells,  of  which  there  are  nine  hundred  different  fpecies,  and  in  all  nine  thou- 
fand fpecimens ;  a  great  number  are  favved  in  twain  in  order  to  fhew  the  interior :  this 
appeared  to  us  a  new  and  well  conceived  plan ;  fome  are  fawn  in  a  tranfverfe  direftion. 
The  following  are  the  moft  remarkable  in  the  cabinet :  the  Ciprca  ocellata,  with  black 
fpots  ;  a  tolerably  handfome  colieftion  of  Harps,  although  the  Imperial  is  wanting  ;  the 
Hippo  cajlanum  murex  ;  Turris  Babilonicus  murex,  of  three  inches  and  a  half  in  height; 
Miirex  perverfus,  three  inches  and  a  half;  Trochus  Pharaonis  folaris  ;  Turbo  chryfojh' 
THUS,  of  a  golden  colour  within  ;  a  Scalaris,  of  nearly  two  inches  ;  Helix  caracolla  ;  He- 
lix amarula;  a  grouped  Mitella  ;  Lepas  ;  Spondilus  gaderopus^  of  two  inches  with  very 
long  thorns  ;  Area  tortiiofa,  of  three  inches  and  a  half;  a  white  Hammsrfjh,  of  five 
inches  and  a  half,  the  arms  more  than  fix  inches  long,  a  fide  of  it  is  wanting  which  is  a 
great  pity  ;  a  Hammer,  fix  inches  by  fix  ;  a  Placenta,  of  three  inches  and  a  half;  Cr\Jla 
gain,  mytiliis ;  a  number  of  ylrgonaiits ;  numerous  handfome  Nautili,  two  of  which  Po?n- 
pilii  fix  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  fome  are  painted.  A  fine  vafe  of  rock  chryftal,  fix 
inches  in  diameter,  with  a  hunt  extremely  well  engraven  on  the  infide,  a  little  chipped. 
A  trifling  colledion  of  filh  and  marine  plants.  Very  beautiful  infeds  of  nearly  three 
thoufand  different  forts,  but  feventy  are  wanting  to  make  the  colledion  of  thofe  of  Swe- 
den entirely  complete.  A  quantity  of  amber  of  all  defcriptions.  A  complete  colledlion 
of  Hones  and  minerals,  Mr.  Ziervogel,  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Thunberg,  prefented  after- 
wards his  cabinet  to  the  univerfity.  The  naturalift  muft  be  highly  grateful  to  them  for 
adopting  this  method  of  preferving  to  the  public  without  difparagement,  fuch  truly  valu- 
able coUedions. 

A  full  mile  from  Upfal,  by  turning  a  little  from  the  great  road,  you  arrive  at  Mora/- 
iehi'.  this  is  a  fmall  houfe  on  the  left  fide  of  the  road,  built  over  the  fpot  where  formerly 
the  Kings  were  crowned  ;  over  the  door  isinfcribed  — wwr^T^ewar,  anno  1770.  The 
interior  of  the  room  is  twelve  feet  fquare  ;  a  number  of  flones  are  ranged  on  the  ground 
by  the  fide  of  the  walls  of  different  fizes,  fome  with  characters  engraven  on  them,  but 
which  are  almoft  wholly  effaced.  "What  follows  is  written  on  the  fides  of  the  chamber 
at  a  certain  height,  and  appears  to  relate  to  the  Sovereigns  who  have  been  crowned 
here. 

"  Konunga  Wal  och  hyllningar  oro  fordom  har  fkedda  Konung  ftenkil  ic6o.  K.  jnge. 
K.  Magnus  Ladulos  D.  J.  1276.    K.  Mag.  fmek.  D.  II.  13 19.     K.  Eric,  D.  XIII.  1396. 

K.  Chrif. 
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K.  Chrlftophcr,  1441.  K.  Garl,  D.  VIII.  1448.  K.  Chriftiand  I.  1457,  Riks.  f. 
Sten  Stui-c,  D.  yngre.  15*2,  flera  berettelfcrlos  Toeuniers  difs  1700.  KudbecfES  Atl. 
Schcfferus  de  Upfalia.  Wexionius.  Eubergs  om  Upfala.  Salvii  om  Upland.  Tuneld 
ofver  fucrig.     Med  flora." 

Mr.  Lude'ke,  the  paftor  of  the  German  church  at  Stockholm,  took  a  drawing  of  the 
flones  in  1789,  which  has  been  engraved;  his  fon,  at  preftnt  at  Gcettingen,  (in  1793,) 
is  employed  on  an  account  of  them. 

From  Upfal  to  Stockholm  by  Morajlein,  is  feven  miles  and  three  quarters. 

Injlruclions  for  thofe  defirous  of  traverfing  "Lapland  and  the  Alps,  in  order fo  to  pap  over  is 

Noriuay. 

On  arrival  at  Li/leo,  which  is  one  of  the  towns  of  Weflrobothnia,  fifteen  miles  from 
Torneo,  provided  the  traveller  be  defirous  of  continuing  his  route  towards  the  pro- 
vinces of  Lapland,  which  bear  the  name  of  their  capital,  or  chief  place,  he  mud  pro- 
ceed to  old  Luleo,  fituated  a  mile  from  the  new.  At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diflant,  he 
will  come  to  the  river  of  Luleo,  where  he  may  go  three  miles  by  water  ;  after  which  he 
will  be  obliged  to  walk  for  a  mile  or  more  through  an  arid  fandy  foreft  on  account  of 
the  great  rapidity  of  the  river,  and  the  rocks  and  ilones  in  its  bed  which  hinder  the  paf- 
fage  of  boats ;  he  muft  afterwards  return  to  the  banks  of  the  river  and  take  boat  again, 
proceeding  thus  for  four  miles  to  a  cataraft  of  no  great  confequence,  where  fome  thou- 
fand  barrels  of  falmon  are  annually  caught.  From  this  fpot  he  muft  again  go  on  foot 
for  two  miles,  and  then  take  to  the  water  anew  for  three  miles,  in  boats  which  he  will 
find  at  every  ftation  pointed  out.  At  eleven  or  twelve  miles  from  Luleo,  Lapland  begins; 
from  its  borders  to  Jochnock  church  is  fix  miles  further.  The  forefts  and  marflies  may 
be  pafied  over  in  four  or  five  days,  which  will  bring  the  traveller  to  the  houfe  of  the 
reftor,  (Mr.  Fielftroeume,)  a  polite  and  intelligent  man,  honoured  with  the  title  of  King's 
almoner. 

This  church,  built  about  a  century  ago,  is  fituated  in  a  hilly  country,  in  the  midft  of 
a  large  foreft  of  pines  and  fir. 

Gelliix^ari  mine,  the  moft  confiderable  in  all  Lapland,  is  fix  or  feven  miles  weft  of 
hckmock. 

If  defirous  of  continuing  his  journey  towards  the  Alps,  the  traveller  muft  obferve  the 
following  direftions  :  ift.  he  muft  walk  for  a  mile  from  the  reclor's  houfe;  2d.  crofs  a 
lake  of  the  fame  breadth,  and  afterwards  go  on  foot  two  miles,  which  will  bring  him  to 
another  lake  called  Purkiparer.  He  will  find  tolerable  accommodation  at  night  in  the 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  emigrants  from  Wcftrobothnia,  whom  the  government  has 
encouraged  to  fettle  in  Lapland.  From  lake  Purkii^arer  he  muft  march  two  miles  and  a 
half,  when  he  will  have  to  crofs  another  called  Purkipaitr.  In  its  neighbourhood  is  a 
mountain  called  yf/zV/wwi-,  (grandfather's  head,)  at  the  foot  of  which  is  a  cavern  confe- 
crated  by  the  ancient  Laplanders  to  fome  of  their  divinities  at  prefent  unknown.  In  it 
alfo  are  found  numbers  of  rein  deer's  horns,  remnants  of  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the 
Laplanders.  The  opening  is  fo  near  the  lake,  that  you  may  enter  it  without  getting 
out  of  the  boat ;  its  dimenfions  are  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  breadth  by  fix  or  eight  in 
depth. 

.  After  pafilng  the  lake,  he  muft  proceed  on  foot  two  miles,  and  will  have  to  crofs 
another  large  lake  four  miles  broad,  having  paffed  which  he  will  arrive  at  a  habitation 
called  Tiomotis.  At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  place  he  will  fee  a  copper  mine  now 
iibandoned  called  KurkvYin,  (copper  mountain,)     From  Tiomotis  he  muft  march  two 

miles 
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miles  through  the  forefl  in  order  to  reach  lake  Tiomotis,  which  is  five  miles  in  length  ; 
this  mufl:  be  traverfed  in  the  direftion  of  the  Alps,  which  are  diftinguifliable  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  by  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow;  he  will  next  fee  a  rock, 
of  extraordinary  height,  and  which  on  account  of  itsrefemblance  is  denominated  the 
fulpit.     A  little  farther  he  will  notice  the  beautiful  cafcade  Cafcawari,  (dcfcribed  fifty 
years  ago  in  the  Ada  Upfal,')  precipitated  with  great  noifc  juft  at  the  brink  of  the  lake. 
At  length  he  will  reach  Ouickjock,  another  church  of  this  province  ;  it  is  fituated_at  the 
foot  of  the  Alps,  in  fuch  a  pleafant  fpot  during  the  fummer,  that  the  learned  author  of 
the  celebrated  Atlantica  was  thence  induced  to  place  the  terreftial  paradife  within  the 
frozen  zone,  (the  reftor's  name  is  Ohrflrceum,)     If  defirous  of  crofling  the  Alps,  the 
traveller  now  muft  afcend  the  firfl:  mountain,  the  moft  lofty  of  the  whole,  it  is  called 
Walliwari :  the  afcent  is  nearly  a  mile.      From  the  fummit  of  this  mountain  he  will 
have  mod  extenfive  and  pidlurefque  views  of  the  whole  province.      From  Walliwari 
you  look  down  as  on  an  immenfe  map,  and  diftinguifh  beneath  you  the  tops  of  the 
Alps,  at  times  enveloped  in  clouds. 

It  requires  at  leaft  ten  or  twelve  days  to  crofs  the  Alps  and  arrive  in  Norway,  on 
which  journey  he  mull:  abfolutely  travel  on  foot  for  eighteen  miles,  and  provide  himfelf 
with  a  tent  and  provifions.  Scattered  about  here  and  there  he  will  meet  with  fome  of 
the  Laplanders  with  their  flocks  in  the  mofl  fertile  valleys  ;  but  occafionally  from  their 
erratic  life,  he  may  meet  with  none.  After  crofling  the  Alps,  their  mountains  of  fnow, 
their  maffes  of  ice,  their  deep  rivers,  &c.  he  enters  Norway  at  the  68°  of  latitude,  and 
finally  arrives  at  the  North  fea. 

Chap.  XIV. — A  Summary  of  the  Hijlory  of  Sweden  from  Gujlavus  Vafa,  to  the  Afcenfion 

to  the  Throne  of  Giiflavus  III. 

AS  it  forms  no  part  of  our  plan  to  fpeak  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  North  previous  to 
their  obtaining  confideration  in  the  political  balance  of  Europe,  we  fhall  begin  with  the 
reign  of  the  great  Gurtavus  Vafa,  under  whom  Sweden  firfl  faw  herfelf  finally  releafed 
from  a  foreign  yoke,  and  left  to  her  own  powers. 

GusTAvus  Vasa. 

Guflavtis,  the  liberator  of  his  country  whofe  gratitude  adjudged  him  the  crown,  was 
born  of  an  illuftrious  family  in  1490.  His  father  Eric  Vafa,  was  murdered  in  the  hor- 
rible maffacre  at  Stockholm  on  the  8th  November,  1520.  His  great  foul  was  wholly 
intent  afterwards  on  avenging  his  father,  and  freeing  the  country  from  the  tyrant  be- 
neath whofe  fcourge  it  withered.  After  wandering  about  a  length  of  time  in  Dalecar- 
lia,  and  efcaping  a  thoufand  dangers,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  mufter  fufficient  force 
to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  feveral  towns,  and  finally  to  drive  the  Danes  from  Sweden  in 
1523,  yet  not  without  a  number  of  battles  in  the  two  years  it  took  him  to  effedl  his  ob- 
jedl:.  Previoufly  nominated  adminiftrator  of  the  fiate,  this  year  he  was  made  King  at 
the  diet  of  Strengnoes,  and  honoured  with  a  title  which  he  had  fo  juftly  deferved,  he 
entered  his  capital  in  triumph.  Notwithftanding  his  power  was  unlimited,  he  governed 
Sweden  rather  as  a  father  than  a  mafter.  The  Dalecarlians  indeed  revolted  feveral  times 
in  his  reign,  to  fubdue  whom  he  was  obliged  to  ufe  rigorous  meaiures,  which  he  exer- 
cifed  likewife  towards  two  fenators  guilty  of  rebellion.  At  the  council  of  QLurebro  ia 
1529,  the  Roman  catholic  religion  was  entirely  aboHfhed,  and  the  creed  of  Augfbourg 
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received  as  the  rule  of  faith  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  put  aa  end  to  thofe  dif- 
putes  conccniing  religion  which  had  laftcd  fo  great  a  length  of  time. 

To  the  former  poffeffions  of  the  crown,  Guftavus  added  the  immenfe  property  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  in  1531,  with  a  view  of  giving  greater  weight  to  the  new  relii^ion,  he 
replaced  the  canons  of  Upfal  by  Lutherans  ;  and  caufed  Laivrcnce  Petri,  a  Proteftant, 
to  be  inftalled  Archbilhop  of  that  city  for  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  of  the  King, 
and  coronation  of  the  new  Queen:  Guftavus  even  gave  one  of  his  relations  in  marriage 
to  the  Archbifliop.  In  1541,  he  made  a  treaty  with  Francis  tlie  Firft,  King  of  France, 
to  whom  he  fent  an  enibaffy  the  next  year,  the  two  Sovereigns  by  this  treaty  contrafted 
an  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive.  In  1  544,  Guftavus  requefted  the  States,  aflembled 
at  Wefteros,  to  make  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  male  line,  which  was  unanimoufly 
confented  to,  as  a  reward  juRly  earned  by  his  important  fervices.  It  was  decided  at  the 
fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of,  the  royal  line  becoming  extinft,  the  fenate,  in  conjundion 
with  the  States,  fliould  elect  a  new  King. 

This  prince  died  in  1560,  after  a  glorious  reign  of  nearly  forty  years.  He  poffeffed 
the  requifites  of  a  great  man,  was  brave,  enterprizing,  active,  a  great  politician,  and  inac- 
ceffible  either  to  love  or  flattery;  never  did  he  unfheath  the  fword  except  from  necelTity, 
yet  never  did  he  yield  aught  it  was  his  duty  to  defend.  He  releafed  Sweden  from  the 
Ihackles  of  Denmark,  and  notwithftanding  the  turbulent  reftlefs  fpirit  of  his  people, 
was  cherifhed  by  them  as  their  common  father.  In  fliort,  he  was  a  prince  whom  pofte- 
rity  may  take  for  a  model.     Why  v/ere  not  his  children  like  him  ? 

Eric  XIV. 

Eric,  the  fon  and  fucceflor  of  Guftavus,  fenfible  and  well  informed,  was  yet  highly 
culpable,  irrefolute  in  his  plans,  and  imprudent  in  his  condudl.  The  clofe  of  his  reign 
was  marked  by  afts  of  fury  and  madnefs,  of  which  the  Stuns  were  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims. He  placed  great  reliance  in  judicial  aftrology.  He  charged  his  brother  John 
with  rebellion  for  having  married  Catherine  the  daughter  of  Sigifmund  I.  King  of  Po- 
land, and  an  ally  of  the  Mufcovitcs,  with  whom  he  was  at  war;  and  notwithftanding  he 
had  confented  in  the  firfl:  inftance  to  the  marriage,  he  befieged  John  in  the  caftle  of 
Abo,  and  having  taken  him  prifoncr,  confined  him  in  the  caftle  of  Griplholm,  whence 
he  was  releafed  in  1 567.  The  Prince  however  never  forgave  his  brother  this  imprifon- 
ment,  but  joining  with  his  brother  Charles  in  1568,  afterwards  Charles  IX.,  they  be- 
fieged the  King  in  Stockholm,  and  obliged  him  to  abdicate  the  throne.  This  unfor- 
tunate prince  was  imprifoned  in  many  different  caftles,  and  after  nine  yeai's'  confinement 
was  finally  poifoned. 

This  death,  while  it  excites  our  pity  for  the  vidim,  infpires  one  with  horror  at  his 
brother  Ji)hn,  who  fucceeded  him. 

Eric  XIV.  in  1568,  created  Counts  and  Barons.  Of  the  three  dignitaries  made  on 
this  occafion,  Peter  Brahe  was  the  firft.     The  families  of  the  other  two  are  extindt. 

John  III. 
■  John  the  Third  was  declared  King  by  the  States  aflembled  at  Stockholm ;  he  reigned 
alone,  notwithftanding  his  engagement  of  fharing  the  throne  witli  his  brother  Charles, 
and  which  engagement  was  the  inducement  for  Charles  affifting  him  againft  Eric.  The 
fucceeding  year  Eric  was  condemned  by  the  States  to  perpetual  imprifonment ;  but  in 
1578,  fome  partifans  yet  remaining  faithful,  he  attempted  to  efcape  from  prifon.  John, 
apprehenfive  of  danger  to  his  crown  from  fuch  a  rival,  determined  on  poifoning  him, 

to 


50RTIa's    TR-AVELS    in    SWEDEN.  483 

to  a  propofal  of  which  nature  the  States  had  the  bafcnefs  to  give  their  approbation  *. 
John  contented  himfelf  with  ceding  to  his  brother  Charles  three  provinces,  as  prefcribed 
by  his  father's  will,  but  exafled  from  the  inhabitants  an  acknowledgenient  of  him  as 
the  only  fovereign  of  Sweden. 

1  his  prince  was  almoft  continually  at  war  with  the  Danes  and  Mufcovites,  with  vari- 
ous fuccefs.  The  following  incident  is  highly  worthy  of  relation.  In  1573,  fix  hun- 
dred horfe  and  a  hundred  foot  belonging  to  the  Swedes  under  the  command  of  General 
Ackefon,  being  abandoned  by  the  Livonians  their  allies  near  Revel,  defended  thenifelves 
fo  vigoroufly  againfl  fixtecn  thoufand  Mufcovites  by  whom  they  were  furrounded,  that 
they  killed  feveri  thoufand  of  them  and  put  the  others  to  flight,  making  booty  of  th^ir 
baggage.  John,  up  to  1583,  the  period  of  the  death  of  Catherine  Jagellon,  daughter 
of  Sigifmundl.,  afliduoufly  attempted  at  different  times  to  re-eflabH(h  the  Roman  Catho- 
h"c  religion,  but  never  with  fuccefs  ;  he  even  reforted  to  violent  nieafures,  fuch  as  rarely 
indeed  avail  in  matters  of  faith.  Hisfon  Sigifmund,  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden,  obtained 
by  the  credit  of  Anne,  Queen  dowager  of  Poland,  the  fider  of  his  mother,  the  crown  of 
that  kingdom  in  1587.  Religious  difputes  ftill  continued  :  Duke  Charles  being  Head ily 
attached  to  the  creed  of  Augfbourg,  the  eftablifhed  faith  of  the  nation,  a  great  coolnefs 
between  the  two  brothers  aroie  in  confequence  ;  but  in  1589  they  were  reconciled,  and 
the  fucceeding  year  Duke  Charles  was  nominated  Governor  of  all  Sweden. 

John  died  in  1592  :  he  was  an  ordinary  charafter,  deititute  of  great  vices  as  well  as 
of  any  fplendid  virtues.  The  death  of  his  brother  Eric  will  be  an  immortal  (tain  on  his 
memory  ;  the  welfare  of  the  ftate  muft  in  vain  be  pleaded  in  excufe  for  fratricide,  the 
more  fo  from  the  ufage  in  fimilar  cafes  of  confounding  the  welfare  of  the  individual 
with  that  of  the  ffate.  His  fecret  cabals  to  promote  the  Roman  faith,  did  injury  to  the 
worfliip  he  fought  to  eftablifh,  and  the  afcendancy  over  him  which  he  fuffered  his  firlt 
wife  to  affume,  does  no  credi.t  either  to  his  firmnefs  or  his  charader:  the  fway  of  woman 
is  mild,  but  unlefs  it  infpire  to  glory  and  virtue.  Kings  fliould  refill  it  in  common  with 
all  men. 

SiGISMUND. 

Sigifmund,  King  of  Poland,  by  the  death  of  his  father  inherited  the  throne  of  Sweden: 
he  delayed  repairing  to  his  new  kingdom  for  fome  time  :  Duke  Charles  his  uncle,  who 
afted  in  the  interim  as  adminiflrator  of  the  kingdom,  applied  himfelf  feduloufly  to  root- 
ing up  all  traces  of  the  Catholic  religion.  Sigifmund,  on  his  arrival  in  Sweden,  endea- 
voured to  re-eflablifli  it,  but  met  with  ftrong  oppofition :  he  remained  but  a  fliort  time 
in  this  kingdom,  his  uncle  Charles  being  named  by  the  Senate  adminiftrator  in  his  ab- 
fence.  The  Duke,  defirous  of  rendering  himfelf  popular,  difmiffed  all  fuch  from  their 
employments  as  profefled  the  Roman  faith  ;  among  the  reft  Eric  Brahe,  Governor  of 
the  callle  of  Stockholm.  In  1505,  notwithftanding  the  King's  prohibition,  the  Duke 
convoked  the  States.  At  their  feflions  it  was  again  decreed  that  the  creed  of  Augf- 
bourg fliould  be  the  only  religion  tolerated  in  the  country;  that  the  Romifli  priefts  fliould 
quit  the  kingdom  within  fix  weeks,  that  Catholics  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  make  open 
profefllon  of  their  religion,  and  be  deemed  incapable  of  holding  any  appointment.  More- 
over the  Duke,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Senate,  was  appointed  Governor  of  Sweden. 
In  1597,  Sigifmund,  jealous  of  a  meafure  which  tended  to  deprive  him  of  all  authority, 
found  means  to  difturb  the  harmony  fubfifling  between  his  uncle  and  the  Senate,  parties 

*  Among  the  manufcripts  of  Hii  Majefty  at  Drottningholm,  the  oiiginal  approval  of  the  States  is  to  be 
feen. 
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were  formed  in  confcquence,  and  that  of  the  Senate  prevailed.  Bat  the  Duke  affembled 
the  partizans  which  adhered  to  his  caufe,  and  caufed  hinifelf  to  be  chofen  Governor  by 
them  again  ;  he  wilhed  to  make  the  Senate  agree  with  this  eleftion,  but  it  refufed. 
Upon  this  he  took  up  arms  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  a  number  of  places.  Sigifmund, 
unable  to  prevent  holHlities  by  negotiation,  determined  in  1598  on  tranfporting  an 
army  to  Sweden.  The  two  p;irties  came  to  blows  near  Linkoeuping,  and  the  King  was 
worfted;  notwithflanding  this,  Charles  came  to  an  accommodation  with  his  nephew,  by  the 
terms  of  which  the  King  refumed  pofleffion  of  his  caftles,  flrong  places,  veflels,  &c.  and 
the  Duke  was  declared  entirely  innocent.  The  treaty  was  figned  by  the  two  Princes ; 
after  which  the  King  retired  to  Poland,  in  lieu  of  repairing,  as  he  had  promifed,  to 
Stockholm,  where  his  firft  ad  was  to  enter  a  protefl:  againft  the  treaty  he  had  entered 
into. 

Such  a  procedure  irritated  both  the  Duke  and  the  States,  and  engaged  them  to  re- 
nounce their  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  King.  An  affembly  for  this  purpofe  was  called  at 
Linkoeuping  in  1 600,  at  wiiich  both  Sigifmund  and  his  eldeft  fon  Ladillas  were  excluded 
from  the  throne ;  to  the  latter  a  year  had  been  granted  for  his  recanting  the  Romifii 
faith,  and  coming  to  afTume  the  crown.  A  long  time  afterwards,  even  the  fame  pro- 
pofal  was  made  him  anew,  yet  ineffectually.  The  fame  affembly  of  the  States  veiled 
Charles  with  abfolute  power,  and  acknowledged  his  fon,  then  fix  years  of  age,  and  his 
heirs  male  as  his  fucceffors.  Thus  Sigifmund  continued  to  reign  in  Poland,  preferring, 
notwithflanding  he  had  children,  an  eledive  to  an  hereditary  throne ;  this  is  certainly 
an  election  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  alTign  a  caufe,  particularly  as  an  able  Prince  might 
have  conciliated  both  parties  and  preferved  them  friends.  He  died  in  1632,  after  a 
long  and  florniy  reign  :  he  wanted  that  difcrimination  and  policy  required  in  the  de- 
licate and  aukward  fituation  he  found  himfelf,  and  was  rather  guided  by  his  own  than 
j-he  will  of  his  people,  which  he  was  deftitute  of  that  vigour  neceffary  to  controul. 

Charles  IX. 
Charles  IX.  enjoyed  fovereign  authority  ;  but  had  not  the  title  of  King,  than  at  which 
price  his  ambition  was  not  be  fatisfied  ;  pretending  a  defire  to  be  releafed  from  the  bur- 
then of  government,  he  was  on  the  contrary  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous 
fuffrage  of  the  States,  affembled  at  Norkioeuping  in  1604.     The  few  years  of  his  reign 
were  employed  in  wars  with  the  Poles,  the  Ruffians,  and  the  Danes.     His  fon,  Gufta- 
vus  Adolphus,  when  yet  but  fixteen  years  of  age,  took  Chriftianfladt  in  Scania  from 
the  Danes.     Such  a  beginning  was  taken  as  a  prefage  of  what  he  afterwards  effedled. 
Charles  died  in  161 1,  aged  61  years.     By  the  previous  details,  it  will  be  evident  that 
this  Prince  was  ambitious  and  politic.     He  was  frequently  at  war,  and  difplayed 
proofs  of  his  ability  in  that  department.     It  cannot,  however,  be  difguifed,  that^he 
ufurped  the  throne ;  but  hiflory  will  pardon  his  ufurpation,  fmce  to  that  was  owing 
the  fucceffion  of  Guflavus  Adolphus,  one  of  the  brightefl  ornaments  of  the  Swedifh 
crown. 

GusTAvus  Adolphus. 

Gujiavus  Adolphus  mounted  a  throne  yet  infecurely  eflablilhed,  and  attacked  by  three 
powerful  enemies.  Although  fcarcely  feventeen  years  of  age,  the  council  appointed  by 
his  father  confided  with  him  the  government  of  the  llate.  This  prince  put  himfelf  im- 
mediately at  the  head  of  his  troops  to  oppofe  the  Danes.  Different  places  were  reci- 
procally taken  and  lofl,  without  any  evident  advantage  on  either  fide.  Peace  was 
Ihortly  afterwards  concluded,  and  a  truce  was  made  with  the  Poles.     In  1 614  he  found 
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himfelf  obliged  to  renounce  all  his  hopes  of  placing  his  brother  Charles  on  the  throne 
of  the  Czars.     The  truce  with  Poland  was  feveral  times  renewed;   but  in  1625,   Sigif- 
mund,vvho  always  imagined  his  pretepfions  jull  to  a  crown  which  he  had   not  been 
able  to  retain,  determined  pofuively  on  war.     This  war  lalled  till  1630,  much  to  the 
difadvantage  of  Poland,  which  was  aflifled  by  the  Emperor  to  fupport  its  continuance ; 
while  at  the  fame  time  he  himfelf  feized  upon  a  part  of  the  coafts  of  the  Baltic.     Guf- 
tavus  could  not  without  uneafmefs  behold  the  projefl:  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  domi- 
neer in  the  North.     However,  in  order  to  avoid  proceeding  to  extremities  on  flight 
foundation,  he  fent  to  propofe  a  reafonable  accommodation  to  the  imperial  plenipoten- 
tiaries then  at  Lubeck;  but  his  ambaffadors  were  not  even  admitted.     Guftavus  having 
demanded  attention  in  vain,  conceived  it  belonged  to  him  for  the  honor  of  Sweden  and 
his  own,  to  make  preparation  for  war.     This  was  then  refolved  upon,  and  declared  in 
1630.   This  was  that  famous  war,  known  by  the  denomination  of  the  thirty  years'  war, 
which  lafted  uninterruptedly  to  1648,  and  in  which  the  Swedes  began  to  crown  them- 
felves  with  glory  under  the  command  of  their  King ;  and  the  luftre  of  which  was  fur- 
ther encreafed  by  the  different  generals  he  had  formed  :  they  became  the  terror  of 
Germany,   and  were  looked  upon  as  the  bed  troops  in  Europe  at  a  time  when  all  the 
powers  of  the  continent  were  involved  in  war.     The  campaigns  of  1631  and  1632  are 
mafter-pieces  of  military  taflics.   The  rapidity  of  the  conquells  of  the  Swedilh  monarch 
is  allonifhing,  as  well  as  the  multiplied  advantages  he  obtained  over  the  befl  generals 
of  that  day.     The  caufe  of  this  was  his  being  not  only  the  beft  general  in  Europe, 
(proved  by  thefchool  he  formed,)  but  at  the  fame  time  the  braveft  foldier  in  his  army. 
At  length,  on  the  i6th  November  1632,  this  great  man  encountered  death  at  the  battle 
of  Luizen  in  Saxony,  in  the  38th  year  of  his  age.     The  Swedes,  it  is  true,  were  victo- 
rious here,  but  in  lofmg  their  King  they  loft  more  than  a  battle;  in  cafe  of  his  death, 
he  had  nominated  Baiiner  to  fucceed  him  in  command. 

Puffendorff  afferts  he  was  killed  by  Duke  Albert  of  Saxe  Lauenbourg,  which  is  the 
truth,  but  does  not  afcribe  the  real  motive  of  this  villainy  ;  it  was  as  follows:  ten  years 
or  more  before  the  battle  of  Lutzen^  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Lauenbourg,  being  at  a  ball 
given  by  the  Queen-dowager,  at  which  the  King  and  feveral  fenators  were  prcfent, 
claimed  precedence  of  a  fenator,  which  was  oppofed  by  His  Majefty  ;  the  Prince,  obliged 
to  fubmit,  fliortly  after  put  his  cane  between  the  fenator's  legs  and  nearly  threw  him 
down ;  this  being  perceived  by  the  King,  in  the  firft  heat  of  his  refentment  he  gave  the 
Duke  a  box  of  the  ear.  The  aitair  was  unnoticed  at  the  inltant,  but  the  Duke  never 
forgave  the  blow  ;  and  at  Lutzen,  in  the  middle  of  the  a£tion,  he  fhot  Guftavus,  who 
fired  at  him  again  as  he  fell,  but  miffed  his  aim ;  the  Duke  thereupon  fired  a  fecond 
time,  after  which  the  King  was  trampled  under  the  horfes'  feet.  The  King  had  a  hei- 
dujie,  who  accompanied  him  wherever  he  went ;  but  this  man  being  wounded  in  pafTmg 
through  a  coppice,  the  Duke  availed  himfelf  of  his  abfence  to  fire  at  the  King,  after 
which  he  returned  to  fee  if  the  heiduke  was  dead  ;  this  he  feigned  to  be,  and  afterwards 
related  the  fatt  to  a  clergyman,  who  took  his  depofition  in  a  bible;  this  bible  was  af- 
terwards found,  but  no  one  knows  aught  of  it  at  prefent.  After  tiie  death  of  the  King,, 
general  Banner  took  command  of  the  army,  in  fpite  of  the  oppofition  of  the  different 
Princes  fcrving  in  it.  An  oath  was  tendered  to  the  troops,  and  fuch  officers  as  objected 
to  it  were  replaced  by  others; 

Duke  Albert  of  Saxe  Lauenbourg,  on  the  very  day  of  the  battle,  went  over  to  the 
Emperor,  and  was  killed  by  the  Swedes  at  the  fiege  of  Schweinitz  in  Silefia. 

Guftavus,  by  his  perfonal  qualities  and  brilliant  actions,  acquired  the  title  of  the 
Great,  a  title  which  upon  every  account  he  eminently  deferved.  The  leifurc  afforded  him 
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by  peace  or  truces  was  employed  in  framing  wife  laws,  in  encouraging  the  arts,  com- 
merce, and  agriculture;  and,  in  one  word,  in  proving  that  he  was  as  great  in  peace  as 
in  war.  A  worthy  defcendant  of  Gullavus  Vafa,  he  had  not  in  an  equal  degree  that 
fupplenefs  and  fldlful  policy  which  diflinguiflied  his  grandfather,  but  ot  which  again  he 
had  no  need,  fnice  he  had  only  to  maintain  himfelf  on  the  throne  in  which  his  predecef- 
for  required  to  be  eltablifhed. 

Without  daring  to  decide  which  of  thefe  two  monarchs  has  the  greateft  claim  to  our 
admiration,  we  (hall  jull  remark,  that  their  name  is  a  favourable  oinen  for  Sweden  :  he 
who  at  prefent  fills  their  feat  has  already  realized  the  major  part  of  the  hopes  which 
that  illuilrious  name  encourages,  as  well  as  the  great  obligations  it  impofes.  Gufta- 
vuslV.wUl  not  degenerate  from  his  ancejlors ;  this  we  dare  to  predid,  and  after  having 
had  acquaintance  of  the  mafler  and  the  fcholar,  the  augur  has  little  right  to  be  vain  of 
his  prophecy  *. 

Christina. 

Chrjlinn,  the  only  daughter  of  Guf^avus  Adolphus,  fucceeded  her  father  when  only 
fix  years  of  age,  under  the  guardianfliip  of  a  council  of  regency.  During  her  reign,  the 
war  in  Germany  was  carried  on  with  renevi^ed  vigour.  The  Swedifli  generals  formed 
in  thefchool  of  the  great  Guftavus,  arrayed  thcmfelves  with  glory,  as  well  as  the  armies 
they  commanded.  The  principal  chiefs  who  headed  thefe  troops  were,  the  Duke  of 
Saxe  Weimar,  who  died  in  1639;  Guflavus  Hor«  ;  the  famous\Z?rt'«Kfr,  who  died  in 
1641  ;  KniphaiiJen,\C\\\ed^  in  Weftphalia  in  1636;  Alexander  Lejlie ;  James  de  la  Gar- 
die  ;  Koningfmark  ;  Wrangel ;  the  celebrated  Tor/ienfon,  named  Generaliirmio  at  the 
death  of  Banner ;  and  Charles  Guftavus,  Count  Palatine,  who  fucceeded  Chriftina. 
In  \  637  Sweden  made  an  alliance  with  France,  which  lafted  to  the  peace  of  Munfter  in 
1658.  This  peace  was  as  glorious  for  Sweden  as  had  been  the  war.  The  great  Turenne 
on  many  occafions  fought  with  the  Swedilh  army  not  unworthy  of  fuch  an  illuftrious 
ally.  In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  this  war,  we  Ihall  trace  the  great  battles  which  took 
place  between  the  Swedes  and  thelmperialifts,  without  faying  any  thing  of  the  towns 
carried,  or  innumerable  conflidls  more  or  lefs  decifive,  and  many  of  which  equivalent 
to  battles.  Lcipjic  in  163 1  ;  Lutzen  in  1632  ;  Nordlingue,  1634  (the  only  one  loft)  ; 
Perlberg  in  1636  (general  Banner)  ;  Rheinfeld,  1638  (Duke  Bernard);  Lutzen,  1642 
(Torftenfon);  Jancovitz,  1642  (Torftenfon).  But  what  renders  thefe  campaigns  ad- 
mirable as  leffons  for  military  men,  is  the  feries  of  operations,  is  their  various  combina- 
tions ;  for  a  battle  is  fcarcely  ever  any  thing  more  than  the  affair  of  a  day,  whereas  to 
manage  a  campaign  requires  more  talents  than  the  gaining  a  number  of  battles.  During 
the  continuance  of  this  war,  there  were  feveral  engagements  between  the  Danes  and  the 
Swedes,  which  we  fhall  not  particularize. 

In  1650  the  Queen,  in  the  alfembly  of  the  States,  nominated  Charles  Guftavus,Duke 
of  Deux  Fonts,  her  coufin-german,  as  her  fucceffor.  The  formal  projed  of  the  Queen 
was  to  abdicate  the  throne,  and  Charles  Guftavus,  while  openly  he  appeared  to  blame 
her  intention,  had  the  addrefs  fecretly  to  eftablifti  her  in  her  refolution.  Notwithftand- 
;ng  fhe  highly  efteemed  this  Prince,  flie  conftantly  rcfufed  to  marry  him.  At  length, 
^n  the  2ift  May  1654,  in  fpite  of  the  reiterated  reprefentations  of  every  order  in  the 
ftate,  Chriftina  pronounced  her  intention  of  refigning  the  crown  on  the  1 6th  June  fol- 

*  We  (hall  leave  this  article  juft  as  it  was  compofed  in  1 79 1 .  before  an  execrable  treafon  deprived  Europe 
of  a  great  man,  fovereigns  of  a  model,  and  Sweden  of  a  fupport,  the  lofs  of  which  fhe  will  i eel  molt  fenfi. 
bly,  and  fooner  perhaps  than  is  imagined. 
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lowing ;  a  ceremony  which  took  place  with  the  greatefl  folemnity,  the  Ouecn  firft  re- 
ferving  to  herfelf  fome  very  conficlerable  poffefTions,  and  a  right  of  fovereignty  over  her 
fervants  and  dependants:  flie  was  at  that  time  twenty-feven  years  of  age.  Whatever 
motive  may  be  afcribed  to  the  abdication  of  Chriftina,  it  certainly  required  great  ftrength 
of  mind  and  refolution  to  meditate  for  fo  great  a  length  of  time,  and  put  in  execution, 
a  projeft  of  fimilar  nature.  It  appears  a  very  difficult  thing  freely  to  renounce  a  crown, 
particularly  in  one  who  was  born  to  the  throne,  and  had  known  no  other  condition  of 
life.  Chriftina  had  reigned  glorioufly ;  flie  had  protected  the  arts,  induftry,  and  com- 
merce,  and  eftabliflied  poft-houfes,  (in  1636  :)  her  fenfe  and  acquirements  would  have 
made  her  confpicuous,  even  had  flie  not  united  with  them  the  fplendor  of  royalty ;  her 
youth  held  out  affurance  of  a  long  continuance  of  life ;  but  the  love  of  liberty,  of  in- 
dependence, got  the  better,  in  her,  of  every  other  confideration  :  in  the  throne  fhe  faw 
nothing  but  fplendid  flavery,  the  bonds  of  which  her  whole  thoughts  were  employed 
in  breaking  afunder ;  for  the  inclination  of  this  Princefs  for  the  arts  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  a  fecondary  motive  for  her  condud  ;  this  with  that  of  numbers  is  our  opi- 
nion. 

Chriftina,  notwithftanding,  deferves  to  be  ranked  in  the  number  of  great  fovereigns  ; 
fhe  was  an  extraordinary  woman,  and  implacable  in  her  vengeance.  (This  is  proved 
by  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Monaldefchi ;  an  adion  in  the  life  of  Chriflina  which 
we  are  very  far  from  approving,  particularly  from  her  having  chofen  to  exhibit  at  a  fo- 
reign court,  a  fpeftacle  till  then  unfeen ;  but  (he  thought  flie  had  a  right  to  punifli  one 
of  her  fervants,  who  affuredly  was  guilty,  a  right  which,  as  we  have  before  noticed,  Ihe 
had  referved  to  herfelf  in  full  plenitude.)  She  held  public  opinion  far  too  much  in  con- 
tempt ;  yet  mufl  it  be  allowed  flie  pofleffed  great  qualities.  It  is  affirmed  that  flie  re- 
pented having  abdicated,  which  is  credible;  and  this  opinion  receives  fome  fupport 
from  the  circumftance  of  her  having  travelled  to  Stockholm  upon  the  death  of  Charles 
Guftavus  ;  this  journey,  however,  was  all  for  nought,  the  minds  of  the  people  being  no 
longer  favourably  difpofed  towards  her;  for  Chriftina,  upon  her  firft  leaving  Sweden, 
retired  to  Rome,  and  on  pafling  through  Infpruck  had  abjured  Lutheranifm,  and  em- 
braced the  Roman  catholic  religion ;  flie  returned  again  therefore  to  Rome,  and  died 
there  in  1689,  in  the  63d  year  of  her  age.  We  fliall  here  remark,  that  this  Princefs, 
on  leaving  Stockholm,  took  with  her  her  furniture,  pictures,  books,  medals,  jewels, 
plate ;  in  one  word,  all  flie  could  carry,  and  left  her  palace  in  fuch  a  perfeft  rtatc  of 
defl:itution,  that  her  fuccelTor  was  obhged  to  hire  carpets  and  borrow  plate  for  the  ce- 
remony of  his  coronation  :  the  Queen  deeming  no  doubt  that  in  leaving  him  the  crown, 
Ihe  left  him  quite  enough. 

Charles  X. 

Charles  Gufiavits  was  the  fon  of  the  Count  Palatine,  Prince  of  Deux  Ponts,  and  Ca- 
therine, the  filler  of  Gufl:avus  Adolphus,  who  were  married  in  1614.  The  King  at  the 
time  declaring,  that  if  he  fliould  die  without  children,  he  wifhed  that  the  eldeft  Prince 
born  from  this  alliance  fliould  afcend  the  throne  ;  in  the  perfon  of  Charles  X.  the  wfU 
of  Charles  was  literally  complied  with.  This  Prince,  throughout  the  whole  of  a  very 
ihort  reign,  was  entirely  intent  on  war ;  he  defeated  the  Poles  and  Danes  in  many  en- 
gagements. Charles  tranfported  his  army  over  the  tv^'o  Belts  on  the  ice,  and  forced  the 
King  of  Denmark  to  conclude  the  peace  of  Rofchild,-  by  which  he  acquired  a  great  ex- 
tent of  country.  The  paflage  of  the  Great  Belt,  four  Danifli  miles  (fiheen  to  a  degree) 
■wide,  took  place  on  the  7th  February  1658.  This  was  an  eiiterprize  which  ought  to 
ferve  as  an  epoch  in  the  wonders  of  the  world  :  the  council  of  war  being  of  an  entirely 
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oppofite  advice,  the  King  yet  refolved  on  the  pafiage,  adhering  to  the  opinion  of  Count 
Dahlberg*,  a  foldicr  of  fortune,  then  major  of  artillery,  who  pledged  himfelf  for  its 
fuccefs.  A  fquadron  of  guards  and  the  King's  carriage  were  loft  ;  the  reft  all  arrived : 
orders  were  iflued  for  every  one  to  take  care  of  himfelf,  and  fuccour  none  on  pain  of 
death.  Shortly  after  the  peace,  Charles,  fufpefting  the  Danes  might  attack  him  when 
he  fhould  be  otherwife  employed,  and  wifliing  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  injure 
him,  himfelf  fii-ft  broke  the  treaty ;.  fo  that  he  had  on  his  hands  at  once  Denmark,  Po- 
land, the  Empire,  and  Holland,  and  bravely  oppofed  all  his  enemies.  A  premature 
death  carried  him  oif  at  Gottenburg  in  1660,  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and 
fixth  of  his  reign.  This  Prince  was  intrepid,  indefatigable,  and  endowed  with  great  ta- 
lents for  war,  which  he  was  continually  waging.  To  him  the  pacific  virtues,  which 
alone  complete  the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  were  unknown ;  yet  throughout  his  reign, 
Sweden  continued  to  be  refpefted  abroad,  on  account  of  her  maintaining  the  reputation 
fo  long  acquired.  It  is  on  this  account  alone  that  Charles  deferves  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  fovereigns  who  have  graced  the  throne  of  Guftavus  Vafa.  His  fon,  five  years 
of  age,  fucceeded  him. 

Charles  XI. 
Charles  XL  refembled  neither  his  father  nor  his  fon ;  neverthelefs  he  was  at  war  for 
feveral  years,  and  gained  in  perfon  two  battles  from  the  Danes,  under  command  of 
their  King,  Chriftian  V.  (that  of  Lund  in  1676,  and  that  of  Landfcron  in  1677.) 
Peace  being  concluded  in  1679,  Charles  cemented  it  by  marriage  with  the  fifter  of  the 
King  of  Denmark.  He  immediately  limited  the  power  of  the  fenate ;  and  managed, 
in  1682,  in  fpite  of  the  oppofition  of  the  nobility,  to  be  inverted  with  abfolute  power, 
which  he  preferved  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  took  advantage  of  his  authority  to 
recruit  the  finances  of  the  ftate  and  the  police  of  the  kingdom  ;  he  knew  how  to  make 
himfelf  refpefted  as  well  by  his  fubjefts  as  foreign  powers :  the  flourifliing  ftate  in 
which  he  left  the  army,  commerce,  and  finances,  is  folely  attributable  to  the  ufe 
he  made  of  his  ability  for  governing,  and  his  ading  without  controul  and  by  him- 
felf.     He  handed  down  unlimited  power  to  his  fon,  which  that  Prince  frequently 

abufed. 

Charles  XI.  died  in  1697,  forty-two  years  of  age  ;  he  had  prepared  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  which  was  not  concluded  until  after  his  death.  Charles  XI.  reigned  feven-and- 
thirty  years,  and  reigned  a  defpot  f. 

Although 

*  General  Count  Dahlberg,  who  was  prefent  at  this  pafTage,  an  attempt  which  ftandsnnequallcd  in  the 
annals  of  war,  ferved  under  Charles  XI.,  and  accompanied  liim  in  all  his  battles,  and  particularly  at  Lun/i, 
on  the  14th  December  1676:  he  was  afterwards  made  governor  of  Riga,  and  was  with  Charles  XII.  at 
the  famous  paffage  of  the  Dwina,  then  nearly  ninety  years  of  age  ;  he  confequently  was  prefent  at  the 
mod  memorable  aftions  of  three  feveral  reigns.  He  it  is  who  pnblidied  Suecia  antiqua,  a  coUedion  of  plans 
and  views  in  Sweden.  He  left  no  fon  •  by  the  female  fide,  Count  Oxenjliern,  formerly  prime  minifter.  de- 
fcends  from  him.  Since  an  opportunity  oiFers  to  fpeak  of  this  fenator,  though  we  may  riHc  offending  his 
modefty,  we  yet  cannot  fufFer  it  to  efcape  without  obftrving  of  him  what  we  ihall  be  joined  in  by  all  who 
know  him.  To  a  name  rendered  fo  famous  by  the  grand  chancellor  under  Chriilina,  he  unites  the  moft 
frank  and  noble  manners,  elegance  of  language,  an  abundance  of  fenfe,  mildnefs,  amiability,  and  information 
void  of  pedantry ,  which  in  <jur  efteeni  encreafes  its  value. 

f  Many  people  detcft  the  name  a^ defpot,  confidering  that  word  fynonimous  with  tyrant  ;  what,  however, 
conftitutesdefpotifm,  is  the  power  of  making  laws,  of  cancelling  fuch  as  exiit,  of  impofing  taxesat  will, 
and  of  Icffening  the  freedom  of  the  people.  Hence  a  number  of  perfons  in  France,  where  clear  ideas  on 
government  are  extremely  rare  indeed,  notwithftanding  it  is  a  fubjeft  which  has  employed  theminefTeaualiy 
for  thefe  four  years  paft,  confound  the  pover  with  tJie  will,     lluffia  undoubtedly  is  a  defpotic  Itate  ;  ftiil 
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Although  the  means  he  made  ufe  of  in  afluming  abfolute  power,  may  be  confidered 
by  feme  as  worthy  of  blame,  it  will  yet  be  difficult  indeed  to  pafs  cenfure  on  the  ufe  he 
made  of  his  authority.  He  left  to  his  fucceffor  a  flouriftiing  kingdom,  a  rich  treafury, 
and  an  army ;  perhaps  it  had  been  more  fortunate  for  humanity,  if  Charles  XII.  had 
found  his  kingdom  in  the  fame  ftate  he  himfelf  left  it :  yet  again  who  can  infure  that 
this  ungovernable  charafter  would  have  been  reftrained  by  want  of  power  ?  Ought 
we  not  rather  to  conceive,  that  the  condition  of  his  fubjeds  would  have  been  much 
more  worthy  of  regret,  if  an  exhauftion  of  men  and  money  had  manifefted  itfelf  at  the 
beginning  of  his  reign  ?  This  Prince,  attacked  by  three  powers,  neither  regarded  the 
ftate  of  his  army,  nor  the  means  of  his  country;  he  only  looked  to  the  infult  and  re- 
venge ;  the  perfonal  courage  with  which  he  was  infpired  appearing  to  him  to  counter- 
balance every  other  confideration.  Sweden  has  reafon  to  bewail  the  death  of 
Charles  XL,  fince  his  fucceffor  in  a  few  years  loft  all  the  fruits  of  along  and  glorious 
reign  :  yet  can  it  not  be  concealed  that  Charles  XII.  never  was  the  offender,  and  pof- 
fibly,  had  he  not  been  forced  to  arm  for  defence,  (and  having  affumed  arms,  he  certainly 
bore  them  too  long,)  he  might  have  been  ignorant  his  whole  life  long  of  his  talents  for 
war,  of  his  fatal  propenfity. 

Charles  XII. 

Charles  XII.  fucceeded  his  father,  and  was  declared  of  age  at  the  clofe  of  1 697,  al- 
though at  that  time  no  more  than  fifteen  years  and  a  half  old.  This  Prince,  fo  famous 
from  his  exploits,  was  attacked  in  1700  by  the  united  forces  of  Denmark,  Ruffia,  and 
Poland,  the  fovereigns  of  which  countries  thought  to  take  advantage  of  the  youth  of 
the  new  King,  little  imagining  with  whom  they  were  about  to  deal.  Charles  obliged 
Denmark  to  fue  for  peace  in  fix  weeks'  time ;  and  in  the  fame  year  defeated  the  Ruf- 
fians at  the  famous  battle  of  Narva,  the  relations  of  which  differ  with  refped  to  the  force 
of  the  contending  armies;  but  generally  agree  in  allowing  that  the  Ruffians  were  beaten 
by  an  army  vaftly  inferior  in  number.  Mr.  Leveque  hazards  an  affertion  in  his  hiftory 
of  Ruffia,  on  the  fubjeft  of  this  aftion,  as  incredible  as  it  is  abfurd  ;  he  pretends,  that 
in  fpite  of  the  capitulation  of  a  part  of  the  Ruffian  army,  the  Swedilh  generals  detained 
and  ill-treated  even  thofe  who  had  furrendered,  and  that  in  the  prefence  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  orders  of  the  King.  This  affertion  is  evidently  falfe  :  in  the  firll  place,  the 
Swedifh  generals  never  would  have  dared  to  infringe  upon  the  orders  of  their  King,  and 
that  in  his  prefence,  of  a  King  fo  arbitrary  in  his  will,  and  whofe  engagements  were  ever 
facredly  obferved :  moreover,  it  is  not  the  character  of  Swediili  foldiers  to  maltreat 
their  foes  after  capitulation.  Mr.  Leveque  compofed  his  book  in  Ruffia ;  there  it  was 
that  he  imbibed  that  antipathy  towards  the  Swedes  which  appears  throughout  his  work: 

more  fo  even  tlian  Turkey  ;  which  might  eafily  be  proved  were  we  to  enter  into  difcuflion  on  the  fiibjeft  ; 
yet  v<'ill  no  one  attempt  to  compare  Catherine  with  Nero  or  Cah'gula  Denmark  alfo  is  a  del'potic  govern- 
ment, perhaps  as  much  fo  as  Ruffia  ;  yet  no  one  eflecms  ttie  Danes  a  nation  to  be  pitied,  ahhuugh,  accord- 
ing to  the  philofophers  of  the  prefent  day,  all  fubjefts  of  del'potifm  are  objects  of  pity.  We  will  readily 
grant  that  fuch  a  cafe  may  occur,  but  deny  that  it  is  a  pofitlve  confequence.  The  moll  tremendous  dcfpo- 
tlfm  is  that  which  is  cxerclfed  by  a  number,  examples  illurtrative  of  which  may  eafily  be  found  in  Europe. 
The  more  defpots  there  are,  the  htavier  the  yoke  they  impofe :  a  fenfible  and  well-informed  man,  void  of 
nmbition,  and  frivindly  to  peace,  to  order,  and  juftice,  will  ever  prefer  the  fmalleft  number  of  defpots  ;  bc- 
i;aufc  he  will  be  fatisfied  that,  having  to  obey  his  taflc  will  be  but  the  more  laborious,  from  being  fubmitted 

10  the  caprices  ot  a  mob  always  ignorant,  frequently  unjuft,  and  fometimes  brutal.     Were  we  to  point  out 

11  perfect  government,  We  (hould  exemplify  the  empire  of  law  ;  but  then  again  to  how  many  chiefs  lliould 
we  confide  the  trull  of  feeing  to  their  execution  ? 

VOL.    VI.  1    R  how 
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how  vain  fuch  poor  attempts  to  prejudice  that  brave  nation!  No,  Mr,  Leveque,  fay 
what  you  will,  the  Swedes  will  never  be  regarded  as  a  rude  and  barbarous  people  ;  the  ' 
inverfe  indeed  would  have  been  much  more  credible.  The  famous  paffage  of  the 
Dwina  in  1701,  in  face  of  the  Saxon  army,  is  one  of  the  mod  brilliant  adlions  of  mo- 
dern warfare.  We  fhall  not  follow  Charles  in  his  viclories.  Every  one  is  acquainted 
with  the  vengeance  he  took  on  Auguflus,  the  King  of  Poland,  by  dethroning  him.  His 
intention  was  to  treat  the  Czar  Peter  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  at  length,  after  nine 
vears  fuccefs,  fortune  forfook  his  banners  at  Pultawa.  This  battle,  fought  on  the  27th 
June,  (O.  S.)  17C9,  deftroyed  the  efteft  of  his  previous  viftories.  The  provinces  upon 
which  he  had  feized  were  retaken,  his  army  annihilated,  and  the  Czar  thus  faw  himfelf 
freed  from  a  dangerous  enemy,  and  at  liberty  to  dedicate  his  attention  to  the  civilization 
of  his  people.  Charles  taking  refuge  with  the  Turks,  remained  five  years  among  them; 
vainly  endeavouring,  by  every  contrivance,  to  engage  them  to  affill  him  with  troops. 
His  enemy  Peter,  finding  himfelf  in  1711  furrounded  at  the  Pruth  with  his  army  by  the 
Turks,  Charles  was  in  hopes  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  profit  of  his  aukward  fitua- 
tion  and  attack  him  ;  but  the  Czar  had  the  prudence  to  capitulate,  and  thus  fruftrated 
all  his  plans.  In  the  mean  time  the  Turks,  weary  of  fuch  a  gueft,  yet  unable  to  rid 
themfelves  of  him,  refolved  upon  attacking  him  by  force  :  then  it  was  that  Charles  fuf- 
tained  in  his  houfe  an  unexampled  fiege,  and  difplayed  fo  much  intrepidity,  that,  while 
we  can  but  condemn  him  for  defending  himfelf  againd  all  right  and  reafon,  we  yet 
cannot  withhold  our  admiration. 

At  length  Charles  departed  in  17 14  for  his  dominions,  that  is  to  fay,  to  continue  the 
war.  Baron  Goertz,  a  fpecies  of  adventurer,  but  an  able  politician,  having  infinuated 
himfelf  into  the  good  graces  of  the  Prince,  was  trufted  with  the  management  of  his  af- 
fairs. He  contrived  to  bring  to  conclufion  a  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  mafter  and 
the  Czar,  tending  to  re-eftablilh  Staniflaus  in  the  throne  of  Poland,  (for  this  unfortunate 
Prince,  after  the  defeat  of  his  protestor,  had  fallen  with  his  fortunes,)  and  to  place  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne  of  England  :  thefe  vaft  projefts  were  overturned  on  the  30th 
November  1718,  by  the  death  of  Charles  at  the  fiege  of  Fredericfliall  in  Norway  :  he 
meditated  the  conqueft  of  that  kingdom,  and  every  thing  leads  one  to  think  that  he 
would  have  fucceedcd,  for  never  had  he  commanded  a  finer  army.  He  is  blamed  by 
M.  de  Voltaire  for  preferring  rocks  and  deferts  to  the  fine  provinces  of  Germany, 
which  he  left  to  themfelves ;  we  differ  from  M.  de  Voltaire :  Norvifay  has  other  recom- 
mendations than  rocks;  its  pofition  renders  it  fufceptible  of  an  immenfe  trade;  and  as 
it  leans  uninterruptedly  on  Sweden,  it  appears  to  us  tar  more  defii  able  to  that  kingdom 
than  provinces  in  Germany,  which,  however  rich,  are  more  diflant,  feparated  by  the  feaj 
and  difficult  to  defend. 

It  has  been  faid  that  all  the  qualities  of  Charles  bordered  on  extravagance,  and  that 
he  was  rather  extraordinary  than  great ;  this  is  true  :  more  a  foldier  than  a  general  ; 
this  may  be  true  alfo  :  neverthelel's,  he  poffeffed  a  fund  of  military  knowledge,  which  he 
proved  on  various  occafions ;  but  his  intrepidity,  carried  to  excefs,  leads  one  to  forget 
the  general,  to  regard  the  foldier  alone.  Charles  poffeffed  fome  ellimable  qualities ;  he 
was  pious,  a  foe  to  adulation  and  luxury,  and  exempt  from  foibles  ;  he  rewarded  merit, 
particularly  valour,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  principal  virtue  :  he  may  perhaps  not 
unworthily  be  ftyled  a  great  man,  but  he  was  a  King,  and  he  was  not  a  great  King:  he 
nep-leded  thofe  duties  to  which  a  fovereign  ought  to  attend  ;  agriculture,  commerce, 
the  arts,  the  welfare  of  his  people,  thefe  were  wholly  foreign  to  him,  and  every  thing 
but  arms :  he  left  his  ftates  expofed  to  his  neighbours,  deltitute  of  men  and  money  ; 
whence  we  may  conclude,  that  this  Prince  may  in  fome  points  be  admired,  but  that  it 

would 
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would  be  dangerous  for  Sweden  fliould  he  be  imitated  by  his  fucceflbrs :  had  he  con« 
fented  to  the  peace  propofed  by  the  Czar  in  the  inidft  of  his  vidtories,  he  might  have 
didtated  \^  hat  terms  he  would,  and  have  ranked  on  a  level  with  the  greateft  fovereigns  ; 
but  thiriting  for  vengeance  he  fancied  fortune  harneffed  to  his  chariot  wheels.  This 
confidence  was  one  of  his  greatefl;  faults  ;  another  his  advancing  too  far  into  a  country 
in  which,  fliould  he  gain  a  battle,  his  condition  would  not  be  ameliorated,  but  in  cafe 
of  defeat  (which  happened  to  himj  he  would  be  deftitute  of  all  refources.  It  appears 
certain  that  the  principal  caufe  of  his  lofing  the  battle  was  the  incapacity  of  Mezeppa  to 
fulfill  his  engagements,  to  which  likewife  the  wound  which  Charles  received  mio-ht 
not  a  little  have  contributed.  Had  the  King  appeared  on  horfeback  at  the  head  of  his 
army  there  is  no  faying  what  influence  his  prefence  and  example  might  poffibly  have 
had  on  the  event.  Shortly  after  his  death  Baron  Gocrtz,  accufed  of  tyranny  and  ex- 
tortion on  the  people,  was  beheaded  at  Stockholm.  We  look  upon  him  lefs  as  really 
guilty,  as  he  did  but  obey  hfs  mailer's  order,  than  as  a  viftim  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
times  ;  a  vi<Etim  poffibly  requifite  in  the  difaftrous  pofition  of  the  kingdom.  As  we 
proceed  we  (hall  fpeak  at  large  of  the  death  of  this  King. 

Frederic  I. 

Charles  XII.  never  having  been  married,  the  ftates  and  fenate  conceived  no  occafion 
more  favourable  could  ofl'er  for  annihilating  arbitrary  power.  Upon  fuch  conditions 
the  crown  was  offered  to  Ulrica  Eleancra,  the  filler  of  Charles  XII.  She  accepted  them, 
and  the  conflitution  was  placed  upon  the  ancient  footing.  The  Queen  was  proclaimed 
King,  according  to  cuftora  for  Queens  ruling  themfelves,  and  was  crowned  in  1719; 
but  the  year  following  llie  engaged  the  Hates  to  approve  of  her  yielding  the  crown  to 
her  hufband,  the  Prince  of  Heffe  Caffel,  who  was  crowned  in  May  1 720.  Rullia  refumed 
hoflilities  againfl  Sweden,  the  death  of  Charles  annulling  all  treaties  between  him  and 
the  Czar.  At  length  the  peace  of  Nyftadt,  in  1721,  reftored  tranquillity  to  Sweden  at 
the  price  of  feveral  provinces  on  the  coafls  of  the  gulf  of  Finland.  During  the  twenty 
years  this  peace  continued  Frederic  employed  himfelfon  internal  affairs,  commerce,  in- 
duftry,  and  finance.  In  1731  he  efiablifhed  the  Eaft  India  Company;  in  1734  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Turkey.  At  length,  in  1741,  Sweden,  having  caufe  to 
complain  of  her  conduft,  declared  war  againfl:  RufTia ;  but  the  ftates  failed  in  taking 
the  neceffary  precautions  in  fimilar  chxumfliances.  The  Swcdilfi  army  under  Wnuigcl 
was  defeated  near  Wilmanfl;rand  by  troops  fuperior  in  number  ;  and  this  was  the  only 
adion  during  the  war  in  which  the  Swedes  conduced  themfelves  with  their  ufual  valour ; 
after  this  they  kept  continually  retreating,  fcarcely  ever  obtaining  any  but  flight  and  unfre- 
quent  advantages,  a  matter  to  be  attributed  to  the  mifunderflanding  among  the  generals, 
and  the  almoll  utter  impoffibility  of  war  being  carried  on  with  fuccefs  by  divided  coun- 
cils at  the  helm.  Generals  Buddenbrak  and  Levenhaitpt,  who  commanded  in  the  two 
laft  campaigns,  were  arrefted,  and,  as  it  frequently  happens,  they  were  made  the  fcape- 
goats  for  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  war,  and  beheaded  in  1743,  regarded,  by  all  impartial 
men,  rather  as  unfortunate  than  guilty  viclims. 

To  complete  the  misfortunes  of  Sweden,  fhe  had  to  contend  with  enemies  in  her 
bofom ;  the  Dalecarlians  revolting  were  fubjefted  by  force  alone :  at  length  the  king- 
dom  exhaufted  by  fuch  a  difafl:rous  war  felt  itfelf  obliged  to  fue  for  peace  with  Ruffia. 
The  peace  of  Abo,  in  1743,  guaranteed  the  poffeffion,  on  the  part  of  Ruflia,  of  the 
provinces  before  ceded,  and  fixed  the  limits  of  the  two  ftates  as  they  are  at  the  prefent 
time. 

3^2  The 
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The  Queen  Ulrica  Eleanora  died  at  the  clofe  of  147 1  regretted  by  all  her  people, 
whofe  afFedions  fhe  had  juftly  earned.  The  King  had  no  children.  In  1742,  after 
long  debates,  the  Duke  of  Ilolftein-Gottorp  was  named  as  fucceffor  to  the  throne  of 
Sweden  by  the  three  orders  of  the  ftate  (the  clergy  protefting  in  vain  againfl;  the  elec- 
tion) ;  but  this  Prince,  unfortunately  for  him,  had  been  declared  fucceffor  to  the 
throne  of  Ruffia,  and  could  not  accept  of  the  offer  of  the  Swedes.  In  the  following 
year  the  Duke  of  Holftein,  Bilhop  of  Lubeck,  father  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  (Gufta- 
vus  III.  179O  w^s  made  Prince-royal  of  Sweden,  and  married  the  fucceeding  year  to 
Ulrica  of  Pruffia,  filter  of  the  great  Frederic.  In  1745  the  King  made  a  treaty  of  de- 
fcnfive  alliance  with  Ruffia,  but  which  lafted  no  longer  than  1747,  when  he  made  a 
new  alliance  with  Pruffia,  and  afterwards  with  Denmark,  upon  the  occafion  of  a  tripar- 
tite league  between  Ruflia,  England  and  Holland  ;  but  the  good  underftanding  fub- 
fifting  between  the  two  countries  was  not  interrupted.  In  1750  a  canal  of  communi- 
cation between  Stockholm  and  Gottenburgh,  joining  various  lakes  and  rivers,  was  be- 
gun, and  but  for  the  cataraQ:  of  Trolhcetta  would  have  been  completed.  This  Prince 
renewed,  in  1748,  the  order  of  the  Seraphim,  inftituted  in  1334  by  Magnus  Ladulos ; 
that  oftne  Sword,  inftituted  by  Guftavusl.  in  1523,  and  created  the  order  of  the  Polar 

Star. 

In  1 75 1  Frederic  was  taken  from  the  Swedes,  who  bewailed  him  as  a  father.  This 
Prince  had  no  other  ambition  than  to  render  his  people  happy ;  no  wifli  but  to  pro- 
mote  the  arts,  agriculture,  and  trade  ;  his  were  the  virtues  of  peace,  lefs  brilliant  than 
warlike  deeds,  yet  far  more  folid,  defirable,  and  neceffary  to  the  happinefsof  man.  If 
with  that  portion  of  authority  left  him  by  the  renewed  conftitution,  he  merited  praife 
like  this,  what  might  he  not  have  earned  if  veiled  with  abfolute  power  ?  For  we  are 
wide  of  imagining  that  abfolute  fway  has  any  influence  on  the  charafter  of  kings  ;  it 
merely  affords  the  means  of  difplaying  themfelves  with  greater  energy,  and  renders 
them,  from  its  poffeffion,  either  more  amiable,  or  more  worthy  of  dread  :  thus,  though 
Tiberius  were  a  monfter,  Titus  was  a  god. 

ADOLPHUS    FREDERIC. 

This  Prince  afcended  the  throne  in  1751,  after  an  oath  was  adminiftered  to  him 
to  maintain  the  conftitution  of  government  as  eftabhlhed  in  1730.  The  new  ftile  of 
the  calendar  was  adopted  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  an  academy  of  belles  lettres  in- 
ftituted under  the  patronage  of  the  Queen,  and  a  pyramid  in  honour  of  the  labour  of 
Mr.  Maupertuis  and  the  learned  academicians  who  accompanied  him  in  1736,  erefted 
at  Torneo.  The  royal  authority  already  fo  much  diminilhed  was  expofed  to  new  at- 
tacks ;  and  in  confequence,  in  the  year  1756,  a  revolution  was  attempted  in  favour  of 
the  King,  the  chief  vidims  of  which  were  the  Count  Brahe  and  Baron  Horn.  Sweden, 
as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  conceived  herfelf  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
league  againft  the  King  of  Pruffia.  This  war  did  not  redound  to  her  honour,  and  was 
terminated  in  1762  without  advantage  or  lofs,  except  of  men  and  money,  ferving  to  de- 
monftrate  that  armies,  wherein  there  are  more  than  one  party,  more  than  one  mind, 
are  ever  incapable  of  any  thing  great.  In  1762  the  two  faftions,  known  by  the  name 
of  hats  and  bonnets,  began  to  declare  themfelves  openly  :  foreign  powers  affifted  either 
one  or  the  other  party,  and  each  triumphed  in  its  turn.  The  fovereign  alone,  always 
fubieft  to  humiliation  and  infult,  felt  himfelf  conftrained  to  fimulate  a  fixed  determina- 
tion to  abdicate  the  throne,  in  order  to  obtain  the  convocation  of  a  diet  which  might 
nfford  feme  alleviation  to  the  long  fufferings  of  the  people.     This  refolution  was  the 
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more  embarraffing  from  the  fenate  alone,  that  is  to  fay,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  King,  being  difabled  by  the  laws  of  the  realm  from  putting  any  orders  into  execu- 
tion. This  convocation  of  the  ftates  however  effeded  none  of  the  changes  requifite. 
Adolphus  Frederic  died  in  1771,  regretted  for  his  goodnefs  and  humanity,  and  pitied 
by  thofe  witnefles  to  a  reign  which  the  injuftice  and  vexations  of  a  corrupt  fe- 
nate rendered  the  epoch  of  mifery  to  the  people  and  difcomfort  to  the  King.  He  left 
his  fon  the  name  of  King  of  Sweden,  with  which  alone  that  young  Prince  did  not  long 
remain  content. 

,  The  reigns  of  thefe  two  fovereigns,  from  1720,  afford  a  new  proof  of  what  we  have 
before  advanced,  that  Kings  without  authority  are  of  little  value.  In  the  wars  of  1741 
and  1756  who  in  the  Swedes  would  look  for  the  companions  of  Charles  XII.  and  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus  ?  But  for  hiflory  one  would  take  them  for  novices  in  war  :  nothing  is 
feen  among  them  but  generals  difagreeing  among  themfelves,  a  divided  fenate  dictating 
arbitrary  orders  to  diftant  armies,  of  whofe  force  and  pofition  they  were  perfeflly  igno- 
rant. To  what  a  deplorable  government  has  not  Sweden  been  fubjefl:  for  thefe  fifty 
years  !  To  what  humiliations  has  the  chief  of  a  nation,  pretendedly  free,  been  fubjeft ! 
a  nation  which,  while  mocked  with  the  title  of  free,  groaned  beneath  the  tyranny  of  a 
number  of  families,  and  what  is  even  worfe,  beneath  a  foreign  yoke.  It  cannot  be  too 
ftrongly  enforced  that  to  degrade  the  King  is  degrading  the  nation  which  permits  it ;  if 
it  be  his  own  people  who  vilify  him,  at  the  pei-il  of  his  life,  a  king  worthy  of  the  name 
ought  to  refume  the  authority  which  is  indubitably  devolved  on  him,  or  if  means  for 
the  attempt  be  wanting,  (that  is  to  fay  courage,  for  that  alone  is  requifite  ta begin  with,) 
he  fhould  abdicate  the  throne  and  live  a  private  man,  tranquil,  and,  if  a  virtuous  man, 
refpefted  ;  fo  would  he  fill  his  proper  ftation. 

In  the  number  of  kings  whofe  hiftory  we  have  fketched,  we  have  noticed  feveral 
whofe  memory  will  with  juftice  be  renowned,  becaufe  they  reigned  fubftantially. 
A  powerlefs  king  may  be  humane,  aifable,  virtuous,  a  good  father  of  a  family,  a  good 
friend,  but  cannot  be  a  great  King.  Adolphus  Frederic  polTefled  every  eftimable  qua- 
lity ;  this  is  a  tribute  paid  to  him  by  all  who  knew  that  Sovereign  :  was  it  ever  faid  or 
written  of  him  that  he  was  a  great  King  ?  Staniflaus,  the  prefent  King  of  Poland,  what 
is  his  chara£i;er  after  a  thirty  years  reign  ?  that  of  being  an  amiable,  well  informed  man, 
whofe  converfation  is  enchanting  ;  but  this  is  all.  Royal  dignity  is  eafily  forgot  when 
but  the  name  remains ;  and  in  fpeaking  of  one  fo  fituated,  the  judgment  given  is  fimi- 
lar  to  what  would  be  given  on  a  private  man. 

Chap.  XV. — Gtijtavus  III,  the  reigning  Monarch. — Duke  Charles  the  Regent: 

WE  fhall  dilate  more  in  defcribing  the  reign  of  Guilavus  III. :  to  this  we  are  in- 
duced by  feveral  motives :  the  revolution  effedted  by  him,  fufficient  in  itfelf  to  render 
his  name  illuftrious ;  the  eftablifliments  which  he  has  formed ;  all  that  he  has  done 
towards  the  welfare  of  his  people ;  the  ftate  in  which  he  has  left  arts  and  fciences  ;  the 
advantage  we  poffefs  of  having  perfonally  known  him,  and  of  having  had  means  of  ap- 
preciating part  of  his  rare  quahties;  his  death  even,  a  death  upon  which  he  might  have  cal- 
culated, fince  Henry  IV.  fell  alfo  by  an  aflaflin  ;  his  death,  the  greateft  misfortune  that 
could  have  befallen  Sweden  ;  all  tend  to  induce  us  to  trace  the  principal  events  of  the 
reign  of  this  great  Prince.  This  is  a  tribute  defervedly  his  due,  and  which  with  the  ut- 
moft  cordiality  we  offer  to  his  memory. 

We 
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We  have  obfcrved  that  Adolphus  Frederic  left  but  the  title  of  a  King  to  h"s  fon. 
The  ftale  was  torn  by  two  oppofite  parties  ;  the  fenate  by  its  arbitrary  exatlions  was 
oppreflively  grievous  ;  the  fovereign  alone  enjoyed  no  prerogative,  but  was  fubjedt  to 
the  mod  humiliating  vexations  ;  in  fliort,  things  had  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  that  the 
crown  could  but  be  confidercd  as  a  burthen  to  a  Prince  who  knev/  himfelf  capable  of 
fupporting  alone  the  whole  of  its  weight. 

Let  us  not  be  furprized  then  that  Guflavus  III.  endowed  with  a  flrong  mind,  with 
great  energy  of  character,  fliould  feel  himfelf  indifpofed  to  tolerate  fuch  afliameful  yoke. 
The  revolution  of  1772  is  known  to  all  the  world,  even  in  its  mod  nice  minutia:;  this  we 
fliall  not  attempt  to  defcribe,  yet  fnall  we  communicate  to  our  readers  an  anecdote  but 
verylittle  known,  for  the  truth  ofwhichwecan  vouch.  The  King  of  Sweden  had  confided 
his  projed  to  none  but  Louis  XV. ;  neverthelefs  the  fecret  tranfpired,  was  known  in 
England,  and  mentioned  to  the  Englifli  minifter  at  Stockholm.  Judge  of  the  aftonifli- 
mcnt  of  Guilavus ;  this  unfeafonable  difcovery  engaged  him  to  execute  his  plan  fome 
days  before  the  time  he  at  tirft  intended,  which  did  him  net  however  any  injury.  This 
is  the  manner  in  which  the  fecret  tranfpired.  Madame  du  Barry  had  noticed  the  King 
reading  a  dil'patch  with  much  attention  ;  whether  out  of  fimple  curiofity,  whether  at 
the  indigation  of  the  Englift  ambaffadcr,  fhe  picked  His  Majedy's  pocket  of  the  letter 
upon  his  falling  afleep,  and  imparted  its  contents  to  the  Ambaffador,  (This  is  a  lit 
moment  to  obferve  that,  notwithdanding  it  be  made  to  amount  to  a  much  largerfum,the 
real  allidance  offered  by  France  to  the  King  of  Sweden  at  this  critical  junfturewas  no  more 
than  500,000  livres.)  it  got  wind  among  many  people  at  Stockholm,  who  even  knew  the 
day  tixed  for  the  purpofe  :  but  when  they  faw  Gudavus  the  evening  before  prefent  at  a 
new  piece  at  the  opera  till  eleven  o'clock,  and  appear  perfectly  gay  and  unconcerned, 
they  could  not  imagine  it  would  take  place  on  the  iucceeding  day.  We  fliall  jud  remark 
here  that  when  this  Prince  projedled  any  important  affair  he  always  affefled  to  give  balls 
and  entertainments,  into  the  fpirit  of  which  he  appeared  to  enter  with  fo  much  glee  that 
no  one  could  think  it  poffible  his  mind  coukl  be  intent  on  aught  but  mirth  and  pleafure. 

This  revolution,  brought  about  by  a  Prince  but  fix-and-twenty  years  old,  totally 
changed  the  conditution  of  Sweden,  and  was  effected  without  the  lofs  of  a  fmgle  drop 
of  blood.  As  Frenchmen  we  may  be  allowed,  in  com.paring  it  with  our  own,  to  heave- 
a  bitter  figh.  It  proves  that  the  excefles  which  will  live  an  immortal  dain  in  our  hidory 
might  have  been  avoided  ;  however  philofophers  and  the  reafoners  of  the  day  aflure 
that  revolutions  cannot  happen  without  violent  convulfions  and  numerous  victims  :  if 
you  objeft  the  revolution  in  Sweden,  they  anfwer.  Oh,  that  ivas  quite  a  different 
thing :  and  indeed  it  was,  and  therefore  do  we  figh  ;  but  why  was  it  different  ?  In 
both  the  one  and  the  other  country  the  conditution  of  the  government  was  changed, 
the  exiding  laws  were  annulled  for  the  fubditution  of  others ;  one  power  was  an- 
nihilated for  the  creation  of  a  diff'erent  one  :  thefe  are  jud  and  very  driking  refem- 
blances  ;  in  what  then  does  the  difference  confid?  In  this  :  in  Sweden,  he  who  effected 
a  revolution  had  no  one  to  confult ;  he  had  the  genius  to  caufe  it  to  be  adopted  by  all 
his  fubjeds,  and  excited  the  admiration  of  Europe :  in  France,  thofe  who  caufed  the 
revolution  poflefled  beforehand  the  good  wiflies  of  the  people,  yet  found  the  fecret  of 
diflatisfying  and  difguding  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  all  Europe  ;  they  have 
been  unable  to  fix  thtir  edifice  upon  a  folid  bafe,  vvhild  in  Sweden  the  fame  drufture 
required  but  a  few  daysfor  its  perfed  completion.  We  cannot  tell  if  thefe  differences 
will  be  found  available  in  judifying  the  misfortunes  and  atrocities  of  the  revolution. 

Gudavus  III.  unites  to  thofe  qualities  which  conditute  a  great  King,  thofe  the  mod 
amiable  in  individuals  j  he  has  an  inexhaudible  fund  of  anecdotes  of  all  defcriptions. 

2  Rarely 
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Rarely  is  a  clrcumftance  related  in  his  prefence  without  its  bringmcj  fomevvhat  corref- 
pondent  to  his  memory.  Every  age  is  prefent  in  his  mind,  and  whatever  be  the  nation 
he  is  equally  well  acquainted  with  its  hiftory.  Frequently  has  he  amufed  himfeif  by 
embarraffing  Grangers  who  have  paffed  for  intelligent,  and  who  have  even  de- 
ferved  their  charafter  on  points  relating  to  their  own  country  :  in  one  word,  as  a 
focial  companion  none  can  be  more  agreeable.  When  we  look  upon  him  as  a  mo- 
narch he  exads  the  jud  tribute  of  praife  and  admiration.  This  Prince  pofTeffcs  thofe 
quahties  which  fpur  a  man  to  great  deeds  from  a  due  calculation  on  their  fuccefs  :  that 
natural  eloquence,  that  talent  of  expreffing  with  fluency  thofe  fentiments  with  which  he 
would  infpire  others  ;  that  gift  of  fpeech,  the  effect  of  which  in  a  fovereign's  mouth  is 
fure,  Guilavus  received  from  nature  ;  nor  ever  has  he  employed  it  to  the  multitude 
without  fuccefs  *.  He  is  poffeffed  of  great  perfonal  courage ;  evinced  in  his  cam- 
paigns  in  Finland  :  indeed,  if  at  all  deferving  of  reproach,  it  is  for  expofmg  himfeif  too 
much.  His  condud  towards  the  officers,  condemned  in  1790  by  the  council  of  war 
is  the  higheft  proof  of  clemency  that  ever  was  exhibited  by  a  Sovereign  :  out  of  a  great 
number  of  delinquents  fentenced  to  death  five  of  the  moft  guilty,  it  was  expected,  could 
not  efcape  the  fvvord  of  the  law  ;  one  alone  paid  with  his  head  the  treafon  of  the  whole 
nor  would  he  even  have  fufFered  had  he  not  delayed  too  long  to  implore  for  mercy. 
The  mo/l  frivolous  pretexts!  were  caught  at  with  avidity  by  this  monarch  to  fave  the 
guilty  :  this  however  did  not  prevent  remarks  that  he  was  fond  of  decapitation  ;  to 
which  we  advanced,  as  our  opinion,  that  he  appeared  to  us  not  fufficiently  fo,  fince  he 
might,  and  poffibly  ought  to  have  taken  off  the  heads  of  the  other  four  officers,  as  well 
as  that  of  a  certain  officer  of  rank  in  the  navy,  tried  a  number  of  times,  yet  never  unani- 
moufly  condemned,  although  highly  culpable,  whofe  name  we  may  difpenfe  with  men- 
tioning ;  the  Swedes  will  recognize  it  eafily  enough.  Thus  is  it  plain,  the  contagion, 
was  not  confined  to  the  army  ;  the  Admiral  was  equally  merciful  with  his  brother 
for  under  any  other  commander  the  guilty  man  would  certainly  not  have  been  tried 
by  two  councils  of  war,  nor  have  ever  left  his  fhip  again.  Neverthelefs  we  are  firmly 
perfuaded  that  the  fovereign  alone  has  the  right  of  pardoning  an  officer  guilty  of  dif- 
obedience  in  battle  j  and  that  the  General  who  prefumes  fo  far  exceeds  the  limits  of 
his  authority. 

With  the  talent  of  fpeakinr:,  with  courage  and  clemency,  the  King  poffefTes  o-reat 
ambition,  an  indefatigable  activity,  an  immoderate  thirft  of  glory,  and  what  alone  makes 
him  undertake  every  thing,  a  ftrong  reliance  on  his  good  fortune.  Perhaps  we  may 
deceive  ourfelves,  yet  cannot  we  refrain  from  thinking  that  a  man,  who  with  all  thefe 
qualities  wears  a  crown,  mult  draw  on  him  the  eyes  of  all  the  prefent  age,  and  com- 
mand the  admiration  of  pofterity. 

Still  not  to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of  franknefs,  and  that  we  may  fhew  that  im- 
partiality which  we  profefs,  let  us  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  detractors  of  this  prince 

*  When  the  King  of  Sweden  vifited  France,  in  1781,  we  courtiers  thought  he  fpoke  too  much  for  a 
King  ;  this  without  doubt  was  occafioiied  by  our  being  fo  little  accuftomed  to  converfatiuii  wiih  Kinn-s. 
Not  but  that  it  ever  is  heft  for  a  fovereign  to  be  filent  unlefs  he  fpeak  to  the  purpofc,  bul  in  our  opinioir  a 
king  who  fhould  have  been  able  to  fpeak  to  could  not  poflibly  have  done  us  harm. 

f  A  certain  officer  having  caufed  himfeif  to  be  reported  as  infane,  was  as  fuch  confined  in  the  lunatic 
hofpital  at  Danirciien.  Some  imagine  the  King  might  have  been  the  dupe  of  this  flratagem  ;  the  toUowinir 
anecdote  may  ferve  on  this  fcore  to  undeceive  them.  The  King  fpeaking  to  us  one  evening  of  what  wc 
had  vifited  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  we  informed  him  that  we  had  th  u  very  day  been  to  fee  the  hofpital  for 
lunatics  — Did  you  fee  K.P—W^  were  not  Jo  indifcr^et  as  to  require  it,fatisfied  lu'uh  noticing  the  pavilion  in  which 
he  -was  confined. — So,  Jo,  you  fancy  that  I  give  little  faith  to  his  iein/ mad.  But  in  truth  the  King  only 
fought  for  a  pretence  to  fave  his  life. 

for 
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for  he  is  too  great  not  to  have  calumniators.  He  is  accufed  of  a  crime  in  declaring 
war  at  a  time  that  he  had  not  the  power  of  making  either  war  or  peace.  This  reproach 
is  not  unjufl: ;  we  have  no  doubt  but  Guftavus  knew  that  he  exceeded  thus  the 
powers  he  himfelf  had  obtained,  and  that  he  thoroughly  repented  not  having  inferted 
fuch  an  article  in  his  conftitution  of  1772,  which  would  have  paffed  them  as  well  as 
the  reft  ;  and  his  deficiency  in  this  inftance  is  certainly  a  fault  on  the  part  of  the  prince 
which  can  no  otherwife  be  excufed,  than  by  an  apprehenfion  he  might  have  of  acquir- 
ing the  lefs  from  his  afking  too  much.  However  that  may  be,  this  prerogative  inherent 
in  royalty  he  did  not  poffefs ;  he  was  defirous  of  obtaining  it,  but  at  the  fame  time  anxi- 
ous that  the  war  fhould  be  carried  on  for  the  advantage  of  his  country :  and  people 
worthy  of  credit,  even  in  Ruffia,  agree  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  defeftion  of  his 
officers  in  Finland,  nothing  could  have  prevented  the  King  going  to  St.  Peterfburg,  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  it,  that  he  would  not  have  been  able  to  do,  but  of  laying  it 
under  contribution,  of  drawing  thence  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  of  obliging 
the  Emperor  to  agree  to  the  reftitution  of  a  part  of  the  countries  wrefted  from  his  pre- 
deceflbrs;  in  one  word,  for  terminating  the  war  in  one  fliort  campain  by  a  glorious  peace, 
of  which  he  himfelf  would  have  prefcribed  the  terms. 

Here  again  have  we  occafion  to  admire  the  clemency  of  His  Majefty*.     The  campaign 
of  1788,  was  prepared  a  long  while  before  in  the  midft  of  entertainments  and  fpedtacles. 
A  fine  army,  a  fleet  of  nearly  thirty  fliips  of  the  line,  equipped  in  two  months  time,  an 
afTurance  of  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  enemy's  coafts  ;  what  a  profpeftwas  here  of  fuc- 
cefs !     A  traitor,  a  Swede,  Sprengporten,  who  had  gone  over  to  the  Ruffians  fome  years 
before,  fruftrated  the  grand  preparations.    The  Emprefs  propofed  to  him  to  ferve  againft 
the  Turks,  but  he  preferred  being  employed  in  Finland,  where  he  could  be  of  greater 
fervice,  alluring  her  that  he  ffiould  be  able  to  feduce  good  part  of  the  Swedifli  army. 
This  villain  entered  the  camp  on  different  occafions  difguifed  as  a  peafant,  with  his 
pockets  filled  with  gold,  and  gained  over  nearly  a  hundred  officers,  principally  Fins. 
It  is  affirmed  as  a  faS,  that  an  officer  can  be  pointed  out  who  fold  himfelf  for  a  hundred 
roubles  ;  a  cheap  price  indeed  to  take  in  exchange  for  infamy.      The  project  of  thefe 
wretches  was  not  confined  fimply  to  a  refufal  of  advancing,  they  were  likewife  to  feize  on 
the  King's  perfon  and  deliver  him  to  the  Ruffians.     This  Prince  was  in  perfect  fecurity, 
abfolutely  ignorant  of  this  frightful  confpiracy ;  that  he  was  not  feized  was  wholly  owing 
to  the  cowardice  of  thcfe  who  had  engaged  in  the  plot.     Reflect  but  an  inftant  on  what 
muft  be  the  fituation  of  Guftavus,  when  his  troops  having  entered  the  enemy's  terri- 
tory, his  officers  flatly  refufed  to  march,  owing  to  his  not  having  authority  to  undertake 
a  war,  as  they  affumed,  without  the  approbation  of  the  States.     The  King  inftantly  per- 
ceived that  all  his  blooming  hopes  were  blafted,  all  his  great  preparations  rendered  ufe- 
lefs,  in  one  word,  the  whole  campaign  abortive ;  a  campaign,  of  the  fuccefs  of  which 
he  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be  confident.     He  caufed  his  forces  to  retreat,  and  fent  the 
officers  to  be  tried  at  Stockholm.     We  are  far  from  inclined  to  blame  this  Prince's  con- 
duft,  we  have  no  fuch  right,  for  clemency,  even  where  excellive,  is  ftill  a  virtue.     We 
fhall  only  ftate  what  in  his  place  w-e  would  have  done.      Immediately  upon  the  refufal 
of  the  Finiffi  officers  to  march,  we  would  inftantly  have  had  them  arrefted,  difarmed, 
and  furrounded  by  fome  battalions  ;  advancing  into  the  circlewewould  have  faid  to  them  : 
Gentlemen,  do  you  perjjft  in  your  difobedience  ?     Remember  that  at  prefent  you  are  foldkrs 
oppofed  to  the  enemy,  and  not  citizens  deliberately  in  council.     Should  they  have  anfwered 

♦  "Were  we  defirous  of  multiplying  examples  we  (hould  not  need  them.     In    1772   a  man  convided  of 
offering  to  alTaninate  him  was  fent  to  f  omerania  with  an  appointment  of  500  rix-dullars. 

We 
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Tit'  nre  rcfohde :  their  determination  was  made  a  long  time  before,  and  in  their  corref- 
pondencc  with  the  enemy,  afterwards  proved,  they  had  pledged  themfelvcs  to  perfift  — 
That  being  the  cafe.  Gentlemen,  as  an  ojjicer  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  is  bound  to  obey  as 
much  as  the  mcanef  foldicr  in  the  raiiks  ;  and  as  all  difobedience  in  face  of  the  enemy  by  mili- 
tary law  is  piaiifmble  with  death,  the  law  JJyall  take  effect :  we  would  then  have  decimated 
the  guilty,  given  up  to  immediate  execution  thofe  upon  whom  the  lot  had  fallen,  and 
imprifoned  the  remainder  in  the  nearefl:  citadel ;  afterwards  we  would  liave  filled  up 
the  vacant  appointments,  and  have  given  the  word  to  march,  with  hrm  afTurance  that 
none  would  have  ventured  to  hefitate.  Without  being  a  King,  a  general  ought  to  have 
aded  thus,  and  we  could  cite  thofe  who  would  not  have  aded  otherwife.  This  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  King  would  have  been  fo  much  moi'e  fecure  in  that  the  foldiers,  al- 
though feduced  in  meafure  by  their  officers,  would  have  fided  with  the  King  immediately 
he  addrelled  them.  It  is  not  of  them  that  His  Majefly  complained  on  this  mournful 
occafion ;  on  the  contrary,  often  has  he  repeated  before  us,  that  once  entreated  with 
the  King  at  their  head,  the  Swedifli  troops  would  brave  even  hell  itfelf. 

To  other  embarraffments  to -which  His  Majefty  was  fubjedt,  is  to  be  fuperadded  the 
impoilibility  of  his  addrefTmg  the  Finnifli  "foldiers,  except  by  an  interpreter  ;  the  Finnifh 
language  having  no  analogy  with  the  Swedifli.  We  had  an  anecdote  from  His  Majefty, 
which  for  its  fingularity  deferves  to  be  repeated.  Being  defirous  of  addrefTmg  fome 
foldiers  who  were  murmuring,  he  made  ufe  of  an  officer  whom  he  met  on  the  fpot 
for  an  interpreter.  This  officer  delivered  the  fpeech  of  His  Majefty  to  the  foldiers,  and 
the  anfwer  of  the  latter  to  the  King,  quite  different  to  what  was  expreffed  by  either. 
The  Pi'ince  was  not  till  fome  time  after  made  acquainted  with  this  piece  of  roguery, 
as  impudent  as  novel.  He  had  liberality  enough  not  to  feek  to  know  who  this  officer 
was. 

The  King  in  defpftir  returned  to  StocHiolm,  where  fhortly  after  a  party  was  formed 
againfl  him.     The  project  of  it  was  no  lefs  than  to  reduce  him  to  the  ftate  he  was  in  on 
afcending  the  throne,  and  if  poffible,  even  lower.     The  chiefs  of  the  party  fpoke  openly 
of  their  intention,  and  nothing  but  the  affembly  of  the  diet  was  waited  for  to  confoli- 
date  this  new  fcheme.     Guflavus,  in  the  moll  terrible  pofition  imaginable,  hefitated 
•whether  or  no  he  fhould  affemble  the  States  :  fortunately  he  determined  for  the  negative, 
fwayed,  as  it  is  faid,  by  the  advice  of  two  foreign  minifters  ;  had  he  convoked  them  at 
that  inftant  he  would  have  been  ruined.     To  thefe  multiplied  embarraffments  fucceeded 
a  fudden  irruption  into  his  dominions.      The  Prince  of  Heffe,  at  the  head  of  twelve 
thoufand  Danes,  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gottenburg.     Guftavus  was  at  the 
time  in  the  mountains  of  Dalecarlia  :  fetting  off  with  only  a  fingle  fervant  unknown  to 
any  one,  he  harangued  from  the  fame  flone,  on  which  on  a  fimilar  occafion  Guflavus 
Vafa  had  flood,  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  had  affiflcd  him  to  expel  the  tyrant  Chrif- 
tiern.     Guftavus  HI.  whofe  eloquence  was  uniformly  perfuafive,  engaged  a  number  of 
thefe  mountaineers  to  fet  off  for  Stockholm.     (In  one  village,  where  the  men  were  em- 
ployed at  their  labour,  the  King  addreffed  their  wives,  who  pledged  themfclves  for  their 
hufbands. )    'They  arrived  at  Mieir  place  of  rendezvous,  and  under  the  command  of 
Baron  Armfeldt,  cloathed  and  dreffed  in  their  country  garb,  with  the  blue  ribbon  con- 
fpicuous  over  his  Dalecarlian  drefs,  took  a  pofition  at  Drottningholm,  whence  they  had 
an  eye  on  all  that  pafTcd  in  the  capital.     The  King  here  for  the  firft  time  heard  of  the 
invafion  of  the  Danes :  he  immediately  fet  pff,  and  arrived  at  Gottenburg  at  an  inftant 
when  fought  for  all  over  the  kingdom,  at  an'inftant  w'hefi  this  city,  incapable  of  defence, 
was  about  to  furrender  to  the  Prince  of  Heffe-    ■r,Thej,,prefence,  the  language  of  the 
King  gave  courage  to  all.     No  longer  was  heard  any  notion  to  furrender ,  the  Danifh 
VOL.  VT.  3  s  herald 
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herald  coming  to  demand  the  keys,  received  his  anfwer  from  the  Monarch's  mouth, 
whom  he  miftook  for  an  officer.  '  Mr.  Elliot  the  Brltip:  minister  at  Copenhagen  then 
difplayed  that  elevation  of  charafter  fo  frequently  diltinguifhed  in  the  Brit'tJ]}  nation. 
He  declared  that  his  court  would  confider  the  prolongation  of  hoflilities,  and  any  re- 
fufal  on  the  part  of  the  Danes  to  evacuate  the  Svvedifli  territory,  as  a  declaration  of 
war  *.  The  Prince  of  Heffe  upon  this  caufed  his  troops  to  retreat,  and  reaped  no 
other  advantage  from  this  campaign  than  the  obloquy  of  having  daftardly  invaded  the 
dominions  of  a  King  in  misfortune,  without  even  the  flightefl:  pretext.  This  general 
had  landed  at  Gottenburg  fome  months  before ;  he  was  received  there  with  the  great- 
eft  refpeft,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Sudcrraania,  who  was  there  at  the 
time.  The  whole  of  the  city  was  fhewn  him  as  well  as  the  forts,  without  the  leaft 
idea  that  in  fo  fhort  a  period  he  would  avail  himfelf  of  the  information  he  was  thus  af- 
forded. The  known  influence  of  the  Prince  of  Heffe  on  all  the  military  operations  of 
Denmark  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  being  the  direftor  on  this  occauon,  a  condufl: 
which  (lamps  him  with  infamy.  This  Prliice  was  moreover,  with  great  reafon,  blamed 
for  not  having  raifed  contributions  on  the  city  of  Gottenburg,  or  carried  off  the  ftock 
of  goods  with  which  the  magazines  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  were  full.  The  vil- 
lainy once  begun  fome  booty  ought  to  have  been  made  without  having  had  the  expence 
alone  for  the  trouble.  All  this  might  have  taken  place  before  the  King  arrived  ;  with 
him  once  there  nothing  indeed  could  have  been  more  hazardous  on  the  part  of  the 
Danes  than  to  have  tried  the  fate  of  arms.  His  Majefty  had  abfolutely  determined  on 
giving  them  battle  in  a  little  plain  adjoining  the  city.  He  hadcollefted  from  three  to 
four  thoufand  men ;  General  Armfeldt  was  on  his  way  to  join  him  with  nearly  ten 
thoufand,  and  the  Swedes,  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their  King,  who  came  for 
their  falvation,  would  have  fhewn  themfelves  difficult  to  conquer.  Not  that  the  ftate 
in  which  the  King  found  the  town  was  at  all  fit  for  defence.  The  cannons  on  the 
ramparts  had  balls  which  did  not  fit  the  calibres  of  the  guns,  and  the  officer  of  artil- 
iery  there  was  unacquainted  with  the  range  of  the  mortars  :  beneath  the  mailer's  eye 
foon  however  was  all  adjufted. 

It  will  be  found  hard  to  credit  that  which  follows  :  the  King  who,  by  his  prefence, 
faved  the  warehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  from  pillage,  at  a  time  they  contain- 
ed  three  cargoes  to  the  value  of  from  11  to  12,000,000  of  livresf,  requefted  of  it  a 
very  trifling  loan  :  it  granted  him  a  part  only  of  what  he  required.  Here  again  the 
King  was  deficient ;  thus  (hould  he  have  addreffed  the  dire£lors :  Gentlemen,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  your  fahation  is  owing  entirely  to  myfelf :  in  cffiaing  it  I  have  incurred  aprejjing 
neceJRty  for  100,000  rix-dollars  ;  this  is  but  the  twentieth  part  of  the  value  of  what  I  have 
preferved  to  you  ;  grant  me  this  f urn  I  befeech  you  immediately ;  Iloffer  you  to  indemnify  your- 
felves  out  of  the  duties  payable  on  yourfuccejfive  cargoes.  If  the  diredors  were  endowed 
with  common  fenfe  they  would  have  anfwered  :  Sire,  we  have  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  ob- 
ligations we  lay  under  to  Tour  Majefly  :  we  deem  ourfelves  but  too  happy  in  offering  him 
this  feeble  tejiimonial  of  our  gratitude  ;  yet  deign,  Sire,  to  accept  it  rather  as  a  free  gift ;  a 
gift  undeferving  of  a  thought.  The  King  would  have  thanked  them  as  a  company  fhould 
be  thanked,  as  a  province  is  wont  to  be  prefenting  the  government  with  a  fliip,  and 
there  would  have  been  an  end  of  the  affair. 

*  Admiral  Byng,  in  the  Mediterranean  17  iS,  afforded  a  fimilar  example.  Mr.  Keith,  when  ambafla- 
dor  at  Copenhagen  infifttd  in  a  fimilar  manner  that  the  government  fhould  not  attack  the  life  of  Matilda. 
From  what  country  is  It  that  minifters  dare  to  take  upon  themfelves,  without  inftruaions  from  their  court, 
fuch  pofitive  declarations,  and  without-  an'  apprehenfion  of  having  them  denied  ?  Such  procedures  do 
ereat  honour  to  any  nation  whalfoever.  t  ^ ro*"  45^1  to  5oo,cpol. 

*  5  The 
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The  King,  on  his  return  to  the  capital,  convoked  the  diet ;  but  having  had  efpecial 
reafon  to  be  diffatisfied  with  that  of  1786,  he  had  the  precaution  to  fecure  the  votes  of 
the  three  orders  for  the  aB  of  feairity.     The  nobility  alone  were  refraftory  :  His  Ma- 
jefty  confequently  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  intimidate  them  by  an  adl  of  vigour,  no  lefs 
than  the  arrcft  and  confinement  of  a  number  of  the  mofl  confiderable  among  them  in 
Fredericfhoif,  the  prefent  arfenal.     The  people  fided  with  the  King,  and  teftified  their 
zeal  in  the  mofl  unequivocal  manner,  by  infulting  thofe  who  oppofed  him  j  and  in  this 
number  fome  of  the  firft  in  the  kingdom,  men  whofe  rank  one  fhould  think  would  have 
guaranteed  them  from  fimilarvexation:  butwho,  if  thetruth  befpoken,deferved  the  oblo- 
quy with' which  they  were  treated,  more  on  that  very  account  than  did  the  others.     The 
nobility  not  choofmg  to  give  way,  the  King  determined  to  terminate  at  once  thefc 
continual  diflentions.     He  entered  the  Houie  of  Lords  without  any  one  fufpeding  his 
intentions.     The  King's  p  arty  were  pre-advifed  that  if  he  fliould  get  into  his  carriage  on 
leaving  the  houfe  it  would  be  a  token  that  he  had  gained  his  point ;  on  the  contrary, 
if  he  Ihould  mount  his  horfe,  (fome  of  his  horfes  ready  faddled  (landing  in  the  fquare,)  it 
would  be  the  fignal  that  force  mull  be  ufed  for  obtaining  that  to  which  perfuafion  was 
inadequate.     An  immenfe  concourfe  of  people  accompanied  the  King  to  the  fquare. 
He  enters  the  houfe,  and  immediately  upon  his  entering  the  chamber  (entirely  unat- 
tended) two  gentlemen,  well  known  by  him  to  be  of  theoppofite  party,  clofed  the  door 
rudely  after  him.     The  King  feels  no  wife  difconcerted  ;  he  takes  his  feat  and  propofes 
the  ail  of  fecurity  to  the  affembly  *,  which  had  already  obtained  the  fuffrage  of  the  three 
other  orders.     He  puts  the  queftion  to  the  vote  ;  no  no,  refounds  from  all  parts  ;  fome  of 
the  members  however  attached  to  His  Majefly  vociferate  yes  with  all  their  might.     Not- 
withftanding  much  the  lefs,  the  King  feigns  to  believe  that  the  number'of;'6'^j  is  the  greater: 
he  declares  as  much  to  the  affembly  ;  again  the  yeas  and  Jioes  are  repeated  in  a  fimilar 
proportion.     The  King  again  makes  the  fame  remark,  and  orders  the  Marlhal  of  the 
diet  to  fign  the  acceptance  of  the  affembly  in  the  name  of  the  nobility;  adding  thatnotwith- 
Jiandiugtbe  confent  of  the  three  other  orders  already  obtained  enforced  that  of  the  fourth,  he 
yet  preferred  that  the  aSl  foould  pafs  by  the  free  will  of  his  nobility,  luhofe  zeal  and  attachment 
to  the  crown  he  was  happy  on  this  occafwn  to  achiowlege.  After  thanks  thus  well  deferved. 
His  Majefty  fends  to  notify  the  paffmg  of  the  act,  on  the  part  of  the  nobiUty,  to  the 
three  other  orders  then  fitting.     Immediately  after  the  heralds,  leffoned  before  hand, 
parade  the  town,  and  announce  the  diet  clofed.     This  proclamation  greatly  difcon- 
certed the  nobility,  whofe  intention  it  certainly  was  to  protefl  as  foon  as  the  King  fhould 
have  left  the  houfe  ;  but  His  Majefly  kept  his  feat  until  the  diffolution  of  the  diet  was 
proclaimed.     His  Majefly  then  left  the  houfe,  and  was  received  with  acclamation  by 
the  people,  whofe  violence  it  were  to  be  feared  the  nobility  would  have  had  to  dread, 
in  cafe  things  had  taken  a  different  turn.     Since  that  period  a  number  of  gentlemea 
have  retired  to  their  eflates,  where  they  remain  condemning  the  King  until  they  fhall 
meet  again  in  another  diet. 

His  Majefly,  yet,  is  far  from  having  as  partizans  all  the  nobility  who  remain  in  Stock- 
holm :  we  could  enumerate  nlany  of  that  body,  of  both  fexes,  who  owe  their  all  to 
him,  but  who,  neyerthelefs,  are  not  the  lefs  enraged  at  him  ;  fome  women,  particularly, 
who  would  have  died  of  grief  if  his  Majefly  had  omitted  for  three  weeks  together  to  in. 
vite  them  tofup  with  him,  are  among  the  mofl  violent  of  his  calumniators.     As  French. 

*  This  aft  gives  the  King  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war,  fixes  the  taxes  to  the  next  diet  tuithout 
prejcrthing  -when  it  is  to  take  place.  The  want  of  money  alone  therefore  caa  obh'ge  the  King  to  fummons 
the  ftates. 

3  s  2  men 
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men  we  are  far  from  being  aitoniflied  at  this  fort  of  ingratitude.  Some  amo;ig  the  la- 
dies, defirous  of  qualifying  their  opinion,  reafon  right  and  wrong  on  governments,  ad- 
minillration,  the  power  of  Kings,  &c.  But  they  are  unwilling  to  declare  the  real  mo- 
tive of  their  hatred,  which  is  merely  the  preference  they  give  to  a  government  in  which 
they  have  a  chance  of  feeing  their  hulband,  their  brother,  or  their  coufm,  take  part  in 
the  adminiftration,  to  one  in  which  there  may  be  but  one  efficient  *.  Egotifm  glides 
into  the  heads  of  the  fair  as  well  as  our  own.  Yet  fhould  the  nobility  reflefl:  and  ceafe 
to  murmur,  without  the  King  they  would  be  nothing  not  only  in  Sweden  but  in  any 
monarchical  flate  whatever.  The  moll  opulent  gentleman  in  the  kingdom,  enriched 
bv  the  bounty  of  former  Kings  to  his  anceftors,  inhabits  the  capital ;  here  he  ought  to 
pafs  for  fomcbody,  but  here,  unlefs  when  fpoken  of  as  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  party 
oppofed  to  the  King,  arrefted  in  1789,  infulted  by  the  people,  and  recommended,  after 
aiking  advice  of  the  police,  to  leave  Stockholm,  none  ever  fpeak  of  himj  the  world  in 
fhort  fcarce  knows  of  his  exillence. 

Let  us  refume :  the  King  had  not  the  power  of  declaring  war,  except  by  firft  obferv- 
ing  thofe  forms  he  is  blamed  for  having  negle(^ed,  by  compliance  with  them  he  gave 
notice  to  the  enemy  of  his  intention,  and  time  to  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture.of  defence. 
The  general  approbation  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  diet  proves  that  his  motives  for 
declaring  warv/ere  notfo  deilitute  of  jullice  as  has  been  afforted.  Had  this  prince  given 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  prepare  his  defence,  he  would  have  had  attributed  to  fuch 
condutl  the  whole  of  the  confequent  mif-chances,  and  with  reafon.  In  war  the  niceties 
of  the  drawing-room  are  difregarded.  (England  has  almoft  conftantly  began  her  attack 
on  us  before  any  declaration  of  war.  In  1756,  two  fhips  were  taken  by  them  Le  Lys, 
and  L'Alcide,  before  we  knew  of -the  commencement  of  hoftilities.)  Sweden  is  not 
ftrong  enough  to  (land  againfl;  RulTia,  when  that  power  is  at  liberty  to  oppofe  her  with 
her  whole  force.  Guftavus  took  advantage  of  the  (late  of  fecurity  in  which  that  power 
was  wrapped,  to  endeavour  to  regain  a  part  of  the  provinces  wrefted  from  his  prede- 
ceflbrs.  In  thefe  difmemberments,  it  cannot  be  difguifed,  juftice  was  feldom  regarded  ; 
they  were  fhe  refult  of  the  wars  of  Charles  XII.  and  no  one  but  knows  that  Peter  the 
Great  in  alliance  with  two  other  princes,  attacked  this  Prince  without  the  fmallefl  fha- 
dowof  equity,  jufl:  at  his  leaving  his  cradle.  The  Ruffians  exclaim  againft  the  King  of 
Sweden  for  attacking  them  without  notice  ;  but  had  he  informed  them  of  his  defign  four 
months  before,  undoubtedly  they  would  have  laughed  at  him.  The  Ruffians  had  com- 
mitted a  great  fault  in  leaving  their  frontiers  unguarded.  They  fay  they  had  no  miftrud 
of  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  thofe  neighbours  with  whom  a  nation  has  before  been  at  war 
it  ought  always  to  miftrufl.  Their  overfight  was  Ihameful :  thanks  to  their  roubles  they 
efcaped  its  punifhment.  Let  them  profit  by  the  leiTon  f.  They  knew  how  little  was 
wanting  to  have  made  it  a  terrible  one.  The  carriages  of  the  Emprefs  were  in  readinefs, 
every  thing  was  prepared  for  flying  to  Mofcow.  There  were  not  five  hundred  cof- 
facks  on  the  whole  of  the  fouthern  banks  of  the  gulph  between  the  Swedes  and  Peterf- 
burgh.  The  fcarcity  of  men  was  fuch,  that  three  regiments  were  fent  pod  from  the 
army  of  Prince  Potemkin,  feven  or  eight  foldiers  on  a  kibiek,  by  two  hundred  at  a 
time. 

As  it  is  right  that  all  fhould  be'laid  open,  we  ffiall  mention  to  our  readers  a  very  ex- 
traordinary opinion,  but  which  was  communicated  to  us  as  well  founded  j  it  will  ferve 

*  The  fame  reafon  caufes  the  Ruffiuiis  to  difapprove  of  ths  revohiti'on  in  Sweden,  as  well  as  the  laft  in 
Poland.     Tliey  found  it  fo  pleafant  to  be  raafteis  in  other  countries  ! 

■\  Since  thii  war  thty  have  fortified  the  frontiers,  ptrtlcularly  the  mouth  of  the  Kimen.  Henceforth 
there  will  always  be  kept  from  18  to  20,000  men  in  thi?  part  of  Finland. 

6  -      to 
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to  prove  that  the  brain  of  man  is  liable  of  accefs  to  the  moft  abfiird  inconfidencics.  We 
have  beenaffured  that  the  King  having  by  his  own  fault  mifled  his  objeft  the  firfl  year, 
owing  to  a  fiege  badly  planned,  and  an  unfuccefsiul  campaign,  himfelf  engaged  his  offi- 
cers to  enter  into  a  criminal  correfpondence  with  Ruflia,  in  order  that  this  treachery 
might  ferve  him  as  an  excufe  to  the  nation  for  having  undertaken  an  unjufl  war,  and 
cfletted  nothing  where  much  might  have  been  done.  Although  a  ferious  reply  to  fuch 
an  atrocious  and  unfounded  charge  might  well,  indeed,  be  difpenfed  with,  we  yet  fliall 
examine  its  merits.  In  the  firlt  place,  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  officers  arrefted 
and  tried  would  have  failed  to  avail  themfelves  of  fuch  an  ample  apology  to  avoid  the 
punifliment  to  which  they  were  fubjefl;  ?  A  minute  detail  of  the  whole  procefs  is  in  ex- 
iffence,  and  no  fuch  thing  appears  :  befides,  this  charges  Guffavus  with  an  unpardon- 
able offence,  that  of  caufing  an  officer  to  be  beheaded,  and  many  others  to  be  imprifon- 
cd,  on  account  of  a  crime  fuggefled  by  himfelf.  A  conduft  of  this  defcription  could 
be  followed  by  none  but  one  who  had  previoufly,  and  that  proved ly,  done  the  fame  j 
but  that  the  incredulous  may  finally  be  convinced,  if  further  be  requifite  for  conviftion, 
let  them  know  that  the  revolt  of  the  officers  in  Finland  was  contrived,  by  that  traitor 
Sprengporten,  at  the  very  inffant  of  his  going  over  to  the  Ruffians  in  1779  :  that  in 
1783  the  firll:  meetings  of  the  confpirators  took  place  in  Helfingfors,  at  a  lodge  of  free- 
mafons;  that  Sprengporten  reg\i\2Lr\y  attended  thefe  meetings  from  Ruffian  Finland, 
where  he  refided,  which  was  the  more  eafy  for  him  to  do  as  the  King  was  then  abroad. 
The  confpirators  at  that  time  were  fifty,  and  much  encreafed  in  number  afterwards. 
Many  perforis  known  ivell  enough  at  Stockholm,  if  this  work  ffiould  chance  to  fall  into 
their  hands,  muff  inwardly  own  that  our  information  is  correal  :  eafy  in  fad;  would  it 
be  for  us  to  give  further  particulars  ;  from  fuch  we  however  fhall  abffain.  What  we 
have  faid  will  be  enough  to  fhew  that  the  plot  did  not  commence  with  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign,  as  is  generally  believed. 

We  fliall  not  dilate  upon  the  war  in  Finland  ;  it  would  caufe  us  to  exceed  the  limits 
we  have  prefcribed  to  ourfelves.  We  fhall  leave  to  hifforians  the  tafk  of  tranfmitting 
to  pofterity  the  viQories  of  FredericJJjamm  and  Svenkfund ;  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  re- 
marking how  grsat  the  difference  between  the  Swedes  in  the  prefent  war  and  thofe  who 
fought  in  1 741  and  1757.  The  vidories  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  Charles  X.  Charles 
XL,  Charles  XIL,  and  Guftavus  HI.  were  owing  principally  to  their  prefence.  The 
Swedes  are  accuftomed  to  fee  their  kings  at  their  head.  If  the  foldier  is  guided  by  rea- 
fon  the  prefence  of  his  king  can  but  have  great  effetl  on  him  :  he  will  feel  that  where 
he  who  might  peaceably  and  in  fecurity  await  the  details  of  a  battle,  expofes  volunta- 
rily his  life  and  bears  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  he  cannot  himfelf  retreat  be- 
fore the  enemy,  nor  murmur  at  his  toil.  The  prefence  of  a  king  prevents  all  difobe- 
dience  and  all  altercations, more  common  than  is ufually  imagined  among  generals.  A  king 
will  take  upon  himfelf  what  a  general  would  not  dare  without  mature  deliberation,  in 
council  or  an  order  from  court ;  in  the  interval  of  which  the  favourable  opportunity  is 
frequently  loft.  The  generals  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  would  not  have  ventured  many  of 
the  battles  won  by  that  Monarch  ;  and  to  his  heading  his  troops  himfelf  is  the  high  re- 
putation of  the  Pruffian  forces  entirely  to  be  afcribed.  What  we  have  faid  of  the 
Swedes  is  applicable  to  the  French  ;  nor  is  it  in  this  inftance  alone  that  thefe  two  peo- 
ple refemble  each  other.  We  know  the  time  when  the  French  foldier  at  the  fimple 
name  of  the  king,  whom  he  had  never  feen,  would  gaily  have  fronted  certain  death  : 
what  then  would  he  not  have  done  if  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  his  army ;  but  for  a 
long  time  our  kings  had  been  unaccuftomed  to  fliew  themfelves  to  their  foldiers,  an 
omiffion  which  \Vill  ever  meet  its  puniffiment  foon  or  late. 

The 
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The  King  having  obtained  all  he  w'lfhed  conceived  the  title  of  fenatof  ufelefs,  as  the 
fenate  was  deftitute  of  power,  in  confequence  it  was  fupprefled  ;  defirous  of  annihilat- 
ing the  memory  even  of  a  body  which  had  fo  long  abufed  fovereignty,  and  under  tlie 
defpotifm  of  which  his  people  and  himfelf  had  fuffered  for  fo  long  a  period.  We  can 
but  approve  the  fuppreffion  of  this  heap  of  petty  tyrants;  the  avidity  and  corruption  of 
whom  were  at  their  height,  and  with  whom  any  mode  of  enriching  themfelves  what- 
ever it  might  be  was  allowable*. 

A  great  part  of  the  nobility  however  was  connected  with  the  fenate  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  the  annihilation  of  a  body,  the  omnipotence  of  which  Ihed  or  appeared  to  Ihed  a 
luftre  on  themfelves,  was  not  regarded  by  the  nobles  at  large  with  an  indifferent  eye  j 
yet  certainly  this  defpotifm,  fhared  among  a  few  families,  could  at  no  time  extend  to 
country  gentlemen,  who  on  the  contrary  were  crufhed  by  its  oppreffion  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom.  But  it  belongs  to  the  character  of  man  to  view  things  in 
a  different  light  to  that  he  ought,  and  this  pofition  was  amply  proved  by  the  Swedifh 
nobility  on  this  occafion.  That  which  ought  to  have  fecured  its  eternal  gratitude  to 
Guftavus  has  been  looked  upon  by  that  body  as  an  ufurpation,  of  which  it  has  avenged 
itfelf,  after  a  long  interval,  in  a  manner  that  will  fix  an  indelible  difgrace  on  the  firft 
order  of  the  State. 

The  revolution  of  1772  is  ftill  confidered  by  the  nobles  as  a  crime  on  the  part  of  His 
Majefty.  They  repeat,  and  are  fupported  by  feme  hiftorians,  that  he  fwore  to  maintain 
the  antient  conftitution  upon  his  afcenfion  to  the  throne,  and  that  he  could  not  change 
it  but  by  rendering  himfelf  a  perjured  man.  Proud  of  this  difcovery  the  anii-royalijis 
are  pleafed  with  the  idea,  and  imagine  or  pretend  to  imagine  that  this  affumption  can- 
not be  anfwered  ;  we  fhall  however  endeavour  at  an  anfwer. 

It  is  every  where  allowed  that  an  oath  extorted  by  violence  is  null :  the  moft  rigid 
publicifts  confider  thofe  engagements  valid  alone  vi'hich  are  freely  made,  and  that  the 
unreftxained  only  can  pledge  themfelves,  or  truly  exprefs  the  real  intentions  they  may 
have.  Was  the  oath  of  Guftavus  on  his  afcenfion  to  the  throne  unfubjeO:  to  con- 
ftraint  ?  If  the  ftate  of  Sweden  be  honeftly  regarded  at  that  epoch,  we  do  not  believe 
that  any  fuch  queftion  can  ferioufly  be  made.  The  fovereign  in  1771  finds  his  king- 
dom  a  prey  to  the  arbitrary  vexations  of  the  Senate  and  the  States :  he  fucceeds  a  fa- 
ther, outraged  continually  with  infult  and  humiliation,  even  to  the  very  day  of  his  death; 
and  that  accelerated  in  all  human  probability  by  fuch  abufe.  Could  he,  was  he  at  li- 
berty to,  refufe  the  adoption  of  this  conftitution  fo  humiliating  to  royalty  ?  Would  he 
not  have  expofed  himfelf  by  a  refufal  to  the  lofs  of  a  crown,  the  fhadow  of  which  alone 
the  States  conceded  to  him,  but  that  they  might  poffefs  the  reality  ?  Is  it  not  evident 
therefore  that  the  oath  of  Guftavus  muft  be  claffed  with  thofe  extorted  by  violence  ? 
Had  this  Prince  and  his  fucceffors  felt  themfelves  bound  by  fuch  a  vow,  ai-bitrary  power 
would  have  been  perpetuated  to  endlefs  time  ;  for  it  is  paft  a  doubt  that  no  king  would 
have  been  fuffered  to  afcend  the  throne  without  firft  taking  this  abfurd  oath.  Let  the 
Swedes  therefore  fhower  down  bleffmgs  on  Guftavus,  for  confidering  that  a  vow,  the  ob- 

*  A  fenator  bad  fold  his  fuffiage,  on  a  certain  important  occafion,  to  the  French  ambaflador  for  4000 
plottes.  The  fccretary  of  the  embaffy,  employed  to  carry  him  this  futii,  met  him  in  a  coach  in  the  ftreet ; 
he  imparted  the  objeft  of  his  mlflion,  upon  which  the  fenator  informed  him  he  had  only  to  hand  him  the 
money,  which  was  in  bank  notes.  The  young  man  did  as  eveiy  one  Similarly  circumftanced  would  have 
dene  :  he  gave  him  the  money.  Judge  what  mull  be  his  furprize  and  indignation,  upon  learning  the  next 
day  from  ttie  ambafTador  that  the  fenator  had  again  demanded  the  fame,  denying  the  receit  of  the  fcrmer. 
The  matter  was  of  importance,  his  opinion  of  great  weight  ;  it  was  thought  better  therefore  to  give  8000 
plottes  than  to  lofe  4-00,  and  the  fura  was  paid  a  lecoud  lime.  (The  ambaflador  and  his  fecrttary,  now  an 
a.-Dbaffador,  are  yet  living,  1793-) 

fervance 
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fervance  of  which  tended  to  the  perpetuation  of  abufes,  ought  not  to  be  binding,  for 
thinking  with  reafon  that  the  good  of  his  people  ought  to  be  above  an  illufory  oath,  that 
the  government  of  a  fingle  man,  fuperior  to  events,  were  preferable  to  that  of  a  cove- 
tous multitude,  a  prey  to  their  paflions,  to  intrigue,  the  flaves  of  foreign  powers,  and 
ever  ready  to  fell  themfelves  to  the  highefl:  bidder. 

It  is  pofTible  that  the  affair  of  the  diet  of  1789  offended  thefe  nobles  more  than  any 
other  part  of  the  condufl  of  the  King;  they  have  never  been  able  to  forgive  him  the 
pafTmg  of  the  a£l  offcciiriiy,  the  lefs  for  their  having  placed  their  deareit  hopes,  their 
ftrongefl  reliance  on  reducing  His  Majefly,  during  its  fefllons,  to  the  ftate  he  held  in 
177  I.  They  ought,  however,  to  feel  greatly  obliged  for  his  forbearance,  fince  by  his 
afcendancy  over  the  people  he  could  have  made  them  forely  repent  their  condud. 
They  complain  of  the  King's  extorting  their  concefiion  ;  but,  had  he  not  obtained  it 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  aiTembly  can  but  know  that  he  would  flill  have  had  it  pafs 
by  force,  and  at  the  price  of  blood ;  not  his  blood,  not  the  blood  of  the  people,  but 
that  of  the  nobles  :  they  owed  him  gratitude  for  his  mercy,  and  how  was  it  flievvn  ? 

The  death  of  this  great  Prince,  the  lofs  of  whom  is  already  felt  in  Sweden  ;  this 
crime,  an  eternal  ftain  on  the  charader  of  the  Swedifli  nobility,  deferves  that  we  Ihould 
fpeak  of  it  at  fome  length  :  we  fhall  confequently  make  it  the  fubjed  of  the  following 
chapter. 

The  young  King  is  very  forward  for  his  age,  he  promifes  much,  and  we  dare  pledge 
ourfelves  for  his  performance  :  he  poffeffes  the  cafe  of  the  perfed  fovereign  ;  far  from 
being  intimidated  in  a  circle  of  half  a  hundred,  which  would  but  be  natural  in  a  youth 
of  thirteen  (he  was  not  indeed  fo  old  when  we  faw  him),  he  unaffectedly  contrives  to 
fpeak  of  fomething  to  all  entirely  free  from  embarraffment :  it  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  when  Prince-royal  he  had  three  court  days  every  fortnight.     His  education  is 
very  nicely  attended  to,  and  his  hours  of  ftudy  exaftly  regular.     We  have  no  doubt 
that  he  yet  continues  as  laudably  attentive  to  his  duties  as  when  we  were  in  Sweden. 
Although  a  n^onarch  now  he  is  convinced  that  his  youth  requires  yet  fome  years  of  toil 
and  ftudy  to  fit  him  for  the  ftation  which  providence  has  affigned  him.     Althouo-h 
very  young  this  Prince  mud  fenfibly  feel  his  lofs :  what  pity  that  thus  a  premature 
death  fhould  fo  foon  have  robbed  him  of  a  tender  father,  a  model,  and  a  guide  !     Shut 
be  his  ears  to  the  counfel  given  if  not  in  unifon  with  the  leffons  of  Guftavus ;  never 
may  he  forget  that  he  has  to  hand  down  the  fceptre  to  his  child  as  free  as  it  defcended 
to  himfelf ;  that  it  is  a  property  which  is  but  his  for  life,  and  for  which  he  is  refponfi- 
ble  :  let  him  beware  of  perfidious  infinuations,  tending  to  limit  his  authority,  presented 
under  the  fpecious  but  deceptive  mafk  of  philofophy.     Yet  again,  in  adhering  to  this 
advice,  let  him  not  run  counter,  let  him  not  feek  to  add  to  the  power  he  now  enjoys  ; 
its  limits  are  irrevocably  fixed  :  wifdom  itfelf  prefided  at  the  effabliffimcnt  of  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  ;  protedl  it  Guftavus  Adoiphus  ;  call  to  mind  the  princes  whofe  glo- 
rious name  you  bear,  Guftavus  Vafa,  Guftavus  Adoiphus,  Guftavus  III. ;  be  they 
ever  prefent  in  your  thoughts  ;  and  however  crooked,  however  difficult  the  path  you 
have  to  tread,  but  take  them  for  your  guide  you  never  can  go  wrong. 

Prince  Charles  Duke  of  Sudermania,  the  King's  brother,  is  at  prefent  regent. 
The  confidence  repofed  in  him  by  his  brother,  his  friendfhip  for  him,  which  ever  was 
unchanged,  led  us  to  imagine  that  the  intentions  of  Guftavus  would  be  refpeded 
after  his  deceafe ;  to  our  great  regret  muft  we  ftate  that  we  have  been  deceived.  The 
motive  of  the  Regent's  conduQ:  is  to  us  a  problem :  many  prefent  themfelves  to  our 
imagination,  on  which  to  fix  we  know  not.  Could  it  be  contempt  or  indifference  to 
the  will  of  a  dying  brother  I  either  feems  to  us  incredible,  the  firft  ihocking  ;  hopes  of 

doing 
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<'oing  better  ?  Surely  it  were  the  height  of  prefumption  to  expe£V,  in  a  few  weeks 
rule,  to  do  better  than  him  who,  not  a  common  man,  had  been  employed  for  twenty 
vcars  in  driving  to  do  well.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  the  Regent  has  dif- 
miffed  mod  of  the  perfons  appointed  by  the  late  King.  This  conduft,  to  fay  the  leait 
of  it,  {hews  deficiency  of  judgment,  in  fo  much  as  it  will  prevent  thofe  he  has  placed 
in  their  (tead  from  attaching  themfelves  to  him,  left  they  fhould  experience  from  his 
fuccelTor  a  fimilar  treatment.  It  is  conftantly  highly  impolitic  to  difapprove  in  toto  of 
the  Condufl;  of  a  predeceflbr ;  for  as  it  is  next  to  impoflible  that  all  his  meafures  fhould 
be  bad,  a  general  exception  either  denotes  excefiive  arrogance  or  violent  exafperation 
againft  him  ;  neither  of  which  fentiments  are  creditable,  particularly  with  refpedl  to  a 
brother  much  fuperior  in  knowledge  to  his  cenfor  *.    ■ 

Of  all  the  matters  in  which  the  Regent  has  differed  from  his  brother  none  are  more 
ftriking  than  what  regards  the  French  revolution.  No  doubt  the  new  power  with 
which  he  is  vefted  has  made  him  look  upon  things  in  quite  a  different  point  of  view ; 
for  we  well  remember  that,  in  1791,  he  held  an  oppofite  opinion  to  that  he  has  fince 
profefTed  :  if  this  be  in  its  favour  it  has  taken  him  fome  time  to  adopt. 

The  Regent  fet  out  with  a  mofl  rigid  plan  of  oeconomy  ;  he  began  with  difmifTmg  the 
French  afters,  an  indireft  cenfure  on  the  conduQ:  of  the  laft  King,  with  whom  the 
theatre  was  the  chief  amufement  and  principal  expence  t :  but  then  again  he  kept  no 
iniftrefs  (at  leaft  publicly) ;  and  to  us  it  feems  that  his  pleafures  had  at  leafl  the  ad- 
vantage of  decency  which,  in  perfons  of  a  certain  diftin£lion,  conftantly  tells  for  fome- 

thing  \. 

We  fhall  terminate  this  article  with  obferving  that  we  did  expeiSt  from  the  Regent 
a  very  different  condudl.  We  yet  have  hopes ;  and  pi-ay  for  nothing  more  ardently 
than  that  they  may  foon  be  realized. 


Chap.  HVl.—AJfaJJhiation   of  Giijlavus  III. ;  his   death.  —  Trial  of  the  Confpirators. 

Clemency  of  the  King. 

AT  length  are  we  come  to  that  execrable  murder,  which  our  pen  would  refufe  to 
defcribe  but  for  its  being  a  duty  impofed  by  the  plan  of  our  work.  If  on  the  one  hand 
the  enormity  of  the  crime  excite  our  aftonifhment,  on  the  other  the  magnanimity  of 
Guflavus,  his  firmnefs,  his  heroic  courage  afibrd  us  confolation  ;  for  in  the  common 
habits  of  life  we  feel  it  foothing  to  find  thofe  we  love,  thofe  we  take  pride  in  exalting, 
(hew  themfelves  worthy  of  general  admiration :  man  applauds  himfelf  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  for  his  difcernment,  and  with  refped  to  Guftavus  III.  we  have  no  fear  of  any  room 
for  changing  our  good  opinion. 

That  the  projeft  for  making  away  with  the  King  was  long  in  agitation  is  an  indifputable 
faft  :  the  affaffins  had  miffed  their  aim  at  Haga,  where  His  Majefty's  cabinet  being  on 
the  ground  floor  afforded  great  facility  for  the  execution  of  their  treafon.  It  is  well 
known  that  on  the  very  day  of  his  affaflination  it  was  ipoken  of  at  Hamburg  and  Bruffels 

*  Leopold  of  Au(lri;i  afted  in  a  fimilar  manner  on  his  fuccetding-  liis  brother  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  nor 
was  this  the  only  foolifh  thing  he  did  in  courfe  of  a  reign  of  very  fhoit  duration. 

f   It  cod  him  annually  I  oOjOOO  rix-dollars. 

j  What  adds  to  the  indecorum  (at  leaft  in  our  eyes)  of  keeping  a  miflrcfs,  is  where  the  cafe  of  one  pof- 
fefled  of  an  amiable  and  lovely  wife,  a  wife  pleafant,  playful,  and  lively  in  the  extreme,  whom  alfo,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  recommendations,  the  breath  of  calumny  has  never  fuUied  ;  the  cleareft  proof  of  innocence 
for  none  do  wrong,  however  high  their  rank,  but  fcaudal  will  attaint  when  it  has  room. 

.as 
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a  matter  already  effected.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  predominant  party  in  France,  ap- 
prehenfive  with  jufl  reafon  of  the  influence  of  GuRavus,  contributed  to  his  death : 
this  is  poffible  ;  and  this  Prince  was  fo  firmly  perfuaded  of  its  being  the  fad  that,  upon 
his  receiving  the  blow,  he  exclaimed,  it  is  a  Frenchman.  It  is  believed  that  the  mur- 
derer, after  making  his  efcape  from  the  ifle  of  Gothland,  to  which  he  had  been  bani(h- 
ed,  (for  treafon  in  Finland  during  the  war  with  Ruffia,)  travelled  to  Paris  :  this  we  do 
not  affirm,  but  fliould  it  have  happened  there  can  be  Httle  doubt  of  this  monfter  having 
been  infligated  to  the  deed  by  thofe  who  had  the  meannefs,  the  impudence  to  place 
the  bull  of  a  regicide  in  their  hall  of  audience  *. 

On  the  night  of  the  i6th  March  1792  the  King,  according  to  cuftom,  was  at  the 
malked  ball  at  the  opera  ;  while  walking  he  felt  himfelf  fliot  in  the  fide  :  he  did  not 
fall,  but  had  ftrength  enough,  by  leaning  on  a  perfon  near  him,  to  reach  his  apartment 
adjoining  the  theatre.  This  frightful  event  became  immediately  public  :  Baron  Arm- 
feldt  arrived  in  a  condition  difficult  to  defcribe ;  and  as  his  conflernation  was  at  its 
height,  the  King  comforted  him  by  obferving,  "  do  not  be  alarmed^  my  friend,  it  is  only  a 
"wound,  you  have  been  wounded  yourf elf  and  know  what  it  is.  In  the  mean  time  the  mur- 
derer, favoured  by  his  accomplices,  efcaped,  and  two  days  expired  before  he  was  dif- 
covered  :  the  piftol  he  had  ufed,  being  found  on  the  ground,  was  inflrumental  to  his 
detedion ;  upon  its  being  Ihewn  to  the  gunfmith  he  pointed  out  the  purchafer. 

Surgeons  were  fent  for  from  all  quarters.  The  King  immediately  direded  them  to 
give  their  opinion,  adding  that,  fliould  he  have  but  a  few  hours  to  live,  he  was  defirous 
of  employing  them  in  his  affairs  and  thofe  of  the  State  ;  and  confequently  that  it  would 
be  but  lofl  time  to  probe  and  drefs  the  wound.  After  the  furgeons  had  examined  it  they 
declared  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  mortal :  His  Majeity  thereupon  confented  to 
have  it  dreffed,  and  was  carried  to  the  caflle. 

The  next  day  Ccuntefs  Ferfen,  Count  Brahe  f,  and  Baron  Geer,  all  of  whom 
had  for  a  long  time  abfented  themfelves  from  court,  came  to  vifit  His  Majefly,  who  re- 
ceived them  with  great  kindnefs,  and  exprelTed  the  pleafure  their  vifit  affoi'ded  him  in 
thefe  memorable  words  :  jny  wound  is  offome  utility  I  find,  Jince  it  brings  me  back  7ny 
friends.  What  remorfe  muft  not  a  fimilar  phrafe  occafion  in  thofe  who  had  turned  their 
backs  on  fuch  a  fovereign ! 

The  remaining  twelve  days  of  the  life  of  the  King  were  employed  in  the  affairs  of 
State  ;  his  indefatigable  adivity  was  ftill  the  fame,  and  every  interval  between  his  pains 
was  put  to  profit.  His  laft  ad  of  fovereignty  was  to  appoint  his  friend  General  Arm- 
felt  Governor  of  Stockholm,  an  appointment  which  the  Regent  did  not  fuffer  him  long 
to  enjoy,  as  he  adcd  upon  the  fyflem  of  keeping  in  the  back  ground  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  attached  to  his  brother. 

The  King  defired  to  be  kept  ignorant  of  the  names  of  his  afTaflins  ;  the  murderer's 

*  This  fociet)^  (tlie  jacobin)  fo  fearfully  famous,  uinu'd,  by  the  honours  paij  to  the  villain  /inhr/lraum, 
to  perfuadc  the  world  that  it  contributed  to  his  crli;ie  ;  not  indeed  bccaufe  it  fancied  the  aftion  laudable, 
but  bcc.mfe  it  was  ddirous  of  a  new  kind  of  glory  worthy  only  of  itf.lf ;  that  of  difptifing  at  tvill  of  the 
lives  of  fuverci^rns.  They  are  well  aware,  are  its  members,  that  people  of  fenfe  Lire  f.ir  h-oin  giving  them 
credit  for  Inch  aalhoriiy  ;  bnt  fouls,  that  is  to  fay  l!ie  mob,  are  fure  of  it,  and  this  is  all  that  is  wanted  by 
a  horde  of  plunderers  wlio  govern  but  by  terror.  How  much  mufl  they  not  be  furprized  that  their  reign 
has  been  lo  lonji-. 

f  We  were  of  the  company  when  Count  Brahc  and  his  lady  fupped  with  the  Duchefs  of  Sudermania  :  wc 
do  not  now  rccollecl:  upon  what  occafion,  but  we  mentioned  the  circumllance  to  His  Majeliy  fouie  few 
days  aher :  this  fyr  example  you  m:ijl  look  upon  as  fomcwhiil  inJscent,  was  His  Majcfty's  obfervation.  Wc. 
mult  allow  His  Majcily's  rciriark  wasjiill  indeed. 
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alone  was  mentioned  to  him,  and  Liliehoni*,  the  author  of  an  anonymous  letter  which  is 
copied  further  on.  This  villain  came  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  fovereign,  and 
begged  for  pardon,  which  was  granted. 

'I'he  piftoi  with  which  His  Majeily  was  fliot  was  loaded  with  two  balls  and  feveral 
nails  ;  a  i'mall  part  of  the  charge  only  could  be  extrafted  from  the  wound.  Art  was 
exhaufted  in  vain,  and  on  the  thirteenth  day  (in  the  fort3'-rixth  year  of  his  age)  Guf- 
tavus  III.  died  in  incxprefiible  agony,  after  receiving  the  facrament,  preferving  the 
firmnefs  and  refignation  of  a  great  mind  to  the  very  ialL  He  did  not  die  without  firit 
exacting  a  promife  from,  his  brother  that  the  murderer  alone  fhould  undergo  capital 
punifhment :  thus  by  an  aQi.  of  clemency,  fuflicient  in  itfelf  to  render  him  immortal, 
he  terminated  a  glorious  life  by  a  ftill  more  glorious  end. 

All  the  accomplices,  that  is  to  fay.  Ribbing,  Horn,  Liliehorn,  and  Ehrenfwerd,  wrote 
to  the  young  King,  wheii  the  judgment  of  the  parliament  on  their  crime  was  publiflied, 
all  entrenching  themfelvcs  behind  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  feemingly  taxing  the  tri- 
bunal, which  as  regicides  had  condemned  them  to  death,  with  rigour  and  injullice. 
We  procured  all  thefe  letters,  as  well  as  that  of  Horn  to  his  father,  and  Ribbing  to 
his  mother,  in  which  they  attempt  to  comfort  them  for  the  misfortune  of  having  given 
them  birth  :  in  faft  we  know  of  no  greater  calamity  than  to  have  fuch  children.  It  is 
fit  we  (hould  obferve  that  Ankerlfrceum,  Ribbing,  and  Horn  threw  wiih  dice  for  which 
of  them  (hould  kill  the  King,  to  the  firft  of  whom  the  lot  devolved  :  they  were  bound  by 
oath  to  kill  themfelves  after  deftroying  His  iVIajefty  ;  but  whether  from  want  of  refolu- 
tion,  whether  from  hope  of  faving  himfelf  the  aflaflin  omitted  this.  And  fuch  wretches 
dare  to  appeal  for  favor  to  the  law ! 

General  Pecklin  oppofed  the  King  in  1756  ;  alternately  in  the  pay  of  either  France 
or  Ruffia,  he  fided  with  the  court  in  1762  :  he  was  made  a  Colonel  in  1772,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  tampering  with  his  regiment  againfl  his  mailer  when  arreiled  and  con- 
duced to  Gripfholm,  where  he  was  detained  for  fome  weeks  :  there  he  was  treated  with 
diftindlion  and  rcfpeft  ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  King  releafed  him,  an  aft  of  cle- 
mency difapproved  by  the  world,  Pecklin  being  known  to  be  a  very  dangerous  man. 
In  1786  he  appeared  at  the  diet  but  did  not  make  himfelf  confpicuous ;  in  1789  he  was 
arreiled  with  feveral  other  gentlemen,  but  only  in  his  own  houfe  ;  and  upon  reprefen- 
tation  to  His  Majelly  that  his  eflates  required  his  prefence,  was  fuffered  to  proceed  to 
them.  This  man,  who  from  1772  had  lived  in  the  utmofl  obfcurity,  left  it  in  1792  to 
enter  into  aconfpiracy  againfl  the  King's  perfon  :  but  familiar  with  crime,  and  mailer 
of  himfelf,  he  would  confefs  nothing  ;  by  which  means  he  eilabliflied  his  innocency, 
the  laws  of  Sweden  exatling  confcflion  before  fentence  of  death  can  be  paii'ed. 

Addrefs  of  General  Major  Bar  on  Charles  Frederic  Pecklin  to  the  King. 

"  Sire, 
"  Your  parliament,  by  its  decree  of  24th  May  lall,  relative  to  the  horrible  treafon 
committed  on  the  perfon  of  his  late  Maj,e{ly,   Guftavus  III.  of  glorious  memory,  has 
declared,  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  denunciation  made  againfl  me  by  the  guilty,  that  as 

*  We  were  vcryvwell  acquainted  with  this  Liliehorn  when  at  Stockholm.  He  is  tlie  fon  of  a  woman 
in  a  very  infeiior  ftation  about  the  Q_Liecn  :  he  was  brought  up  at  the  King's  exjwnce  ;  and  lias  had  a  ver\- 
r^pid  advance,  being  a  msjor  in  the  guards  at  an  age  that  would,  without  injnilice,  have  ::llowcd  him  to 
vegetate  for  fome  time  to  come  in  an  inltrior  ftation.  We  frequently  fpoke  of  him  to  His  iVlaiefty :  we 
were  never  pleafed  with  the  manner  in  which  he  fpoke  of  his  hencfiftor";  but  between  a  conduft  of  thi'; 
defcription  and  an  afTalTin  there  is  fo  wide  a  difTerence,  that  we  fliould  never  have  fufpct^td  him  cnpnblc  of 
participating  in  fuch  a  crinac. 
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the  proofs  they  afforded  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  full  and  faiisfaclory,  ihc  niaiict\  as  far 
as  it  regarded  aiv/Hf,  Jhonld  be  rcfer-vcd  for  further  evidence  ;  and  that  in  the  interval  I 
fpould  he  transferred  to  the  fortrefs  of  Carljlein,  in  order  there  to  be  kept,  and  he  exhorted 
by  clergymen  to  make  confejjion  ofthe  faidt  with  ivhich  lam  charged. 

"  It  is  not  without  the  deepefl:  grief  that  I  fee  myfelf  fulpefteJ,  arrefU?d,  and  con- 
demned for  a  crime  of  which  I  am  perfedly  innocent,  and  which  the  witneQes  legally 
heard  have  been  unable  to  prove,  fmce  the  parliament  itfelf  declares,  "  that  full  and 
fatisfactory  evidence  is  yet  wanting." 

"  Your  Majefty  will  be  pleafed,  therefore,  not  to  take  amifs  my  prayer  for  a  rcver- 
fion  of  this  decree. 

"  Equity  is  the  flrfl;  virtue  of  a  King  and  a  judge;  and  internally  I  feel  perfuaded, 
that  the  chief  dei're  of  Your  Majefty  is  to  exercife  ir,  as  the  moft  fecure  method  of  eftab- 
lifliing  your  power  in  the  hearts  of  your  fubjefts ;  and  in  what  does  it  confift,  unlefs  in 
the  fair  application  ofthe  law,  and  the  true  interpretation  of  its  meaning.  Harbouring 
this  perfuafion,  I  dare  flatter  myfelf,  that  Your  Majelty  will  not  countenance  the  proofs 
accepted  by  the  parliament,  efpecially  as,  according  to  all  I  am  able  to  comprehend, 
they  are  in  abfolute  contradiftion  to  law. 

"  The  law  clearly  eftablifhes,  by  the  17th  feft.  7th  chap,  on  the  fubjeft  of  trials,  that 
"  the  tcjlimony  of  no perfon,  being  himfelf  criminally  indifled,is  to  be  taken  in  evidence,  nor 
that  of  one  laho  turns  informer,  nor  that  of  an  accomplice."  He  who  is  objectionable  not 
being  allov/ed  to  give  his  evidence,  the  judge  can  certainly  pay  no  regard  to  the  tedimony 
of  a  perfon  objefted  to  in  law,  but  fliould  on  the  contrary  rate  it  wholly  void  of  truth  ; 
hence  is  it  that  the  law  impofes  a  penalty  on  every  informer  that  makes  not  good  his 
charge  ;  and  if  the  9th  feft.  of  the  fame  chapter  permit,  that  in  criminal  caufes  the  tef- 
timony  of  an  objedionable  witnefs  may  be  heard,  it  is  only,  as  is  formally  declared  in 
the  fame  paragraph,  "  to  enable  the  court  to  obtain  means  of  acquiring  legal  evidence  •''' 
but  it  is  not  laid,  that  the  teiUmony  of  the  rejected  perfon  flrall  itfelf  be  accepted  as 
evidence. 

"  As  during  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  nothing  has  appeared  againfl  ine  but  the  relations 
of  perfons  accufed,  accomplices,  and  fuch  as  have  participated  in  the  crime,  of  what 
had  been  imparted  to  me  at  private  interviews ;  it  appears  to  me,  that  had  law  been 
duly  adminiftered,  the  judge  would  have  paid  no  attention  to  fmiilar  relations  ;  and  the 
Jefs,  from  the  difagreement  in  the  different  teflimonies  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  from 
their  written  varying  materially  from  their  verbal  evidence,  as  is  declared  by  the  parlia- 
ment in  many  parts  of  its  decree:  whence  it  follows,  that,  if  they  were  objedionable 
perfons,  their  teflimony  for  that  reafon  is  inadmifiible  by  the  17th  chap.  26th  fed.; 
and  added  to  this,  the  greater  part  have  only  related  what  they  had  heard  from  others, 
•which,  according  to  the  14th  feet,  of  the  fame  chapter,  cannot  be  confidered  as  legal 
evidence. 

"  All  that  appears  likely  is  not  therefore  fact.  Hiftory  points  out  many  examples  of 
perfons  accufed,  who  have  had  fo  many  apparent  proofs  brought  againft  them,  that  thej 
judge,  fully  perfuaded  of  their  criminality,  has  not  feen  the  leaft  poflibility  of  their 
being  innocent ;  and  yet,  after  their  punifhment,  the  real  guilty  man  has  appeared,  and 
fhevvn  the  judge  in  error;  wherefore,  unlefs  where  no  voluntary  confeffion* appears, 
or  legal  teftimony,  as  a  flatefman,  the  judge  has  always  held  it  a  maxim,  io  prefer faving 
a  number  of  guilty  to  the  punijlwient  of  one  innocent  man. 

"  If,  in  the  prefent  inllance,  the  individual  relations  of  fix  guilty  perfons  could  furnifli 
a  half-proof,  it  would  give  birth  to  the  abfurd  idea,  that  the  relation  of  twelve  culprits 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  entire  proof ;  although,  in  hopes  of  mitigating  their  punifn- 
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ment,  they  iViight  have  agreed  before  the  perpetration  of  their  villainy,  or  at  Icaft  be- 
fore their  arrcitation,  tl>at  in  oafe  of  difcovery,  they  fliould  denounce  an  innocent  per- 
fon  as  the  principal  inlHgator  of  their  criminality.  None  but  Charles  Pontus  Samuel- 
fon,  (Lilichorn,)  and  Adolphus  Lewis  Ribbing,  who  were  arrefted,  the  one  not  until 
ieveral  days,  the  other  till  feveral  hours  after  the  treafon,  accufed  me  in  the  firfh  in- 
flance  ;  the  others  have  only  repeated  what  they  had  heard  them  fav,  or  fpoken  of  mar- 
ters  w  hich  had  ho  relation  to  this  affair.  God  preferve  the  country  fronx  a  law  which 
fiiould  authorize  fuch  traitors  to  appear  in  evidence !  For  who,  in  fuch  an  age,  could 
be  certain  of  preferving  either  his  honour  or  his  life. 

"  As  for  other  circumflanccs  alledged  againft  me,  and  which  the  parliament  has  looked 
upon  as  legally  fupportcd,  they  are:  that  I  acknowledged  that  Thure-Stenfon  (Bjelke) 
had  frequently  fpoken  to  me  of  a  revolution,  rebellion,  and  pillage ;  that  a  number  of 
the  confpirators  dined  with  me  on  the  1 6th  March,  and  that,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  the  witnefles  heard,  many  perfons  attempted  to  enter  my  houfe  the  following  night. 
But  to  thefe  I  fliall  humbly  beg  to  objeft  ;  that  Thure-Stenfon  never  did  fay,  and  that  I 
never  have  acknowledged  that  either  he  or  others  had  formed  a  defign  to  change  the 
form  of  government,  to  excite  an  infurreflion,  or  pillage,  a  natural  confequence ; 
wherefore,  from  his  arguments  relating  to  changes  in  other  circumftances  varying  from 
the  affair  in  queflion,  I  did  never  imagine  that  I  had  any  thing  to  denounce,  nor  any  dan- 
ger to  prevent;  and  being  accuftomed,  at  my  time  of  life,  to  receive  friends  daily  at 
my  table,  for  the  recreation  of  my  retirement ;  as  to  fome  of  the  guilty,  before  looked 
upon  as  worthy  people,  prefenting  themfelves  to  dine  with  me,  this  is  one  of  thofe  in- 
nocent incidents  which  cannot  be  laid  to  my  charge :  again,  their  coming  that  day 
without  any  invitation,  appears  a  connivance  among  themfelves  for  my  ruin  ;  and  if  a 
number  of  perfons  came  with  a  view  of  entering  my  houfe  without  being  fuflfered  to 
enter,  this  cannot  be  laid  to  my  charge.  Your  Majefty  will  perceive  that  thefe  circum- 
ftances form  no  matter  of  accufation  againft  me,  and  that,  conformably  to  law,  in  fpite 
of  the  requifition  of  the  parliament,  I  cannot  regard  it  a  duty  to  prove  the  probability, 
from  the  jufl:  fufpicions  that  I  have  conceived,  of  the  refolution  entered  into  among 
certain  of  the  guilty  to  effei^  my  ruin  ;  I  trufl  too  much  to  the  equity  of  Your  Majefty 
to  doubt  for  an  inftant  of  your  approbation  in  this  particular. 

"  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  charges  made  againft  me  by  the  guilty,  and  the  different 
relations  given  by  them  of  what  they  have  heai'd  and  fay  themfelves,  or  learned  from 
others,  joined  to  other  circumftances  of  little  importance,  cannot  in  any  ways,  accord- 
ing to  the  fenfe  given  them  by  the  parliament,  afford  any  other  than  collateral  evidence, 
or  half  proof;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  meaning  of  the  law  be  regarded,  if  all  preju- 
dice and  fufpicion  be  laid  afide,  thefe  denunciations  and  thefe  circumftances  yield  no 
proof  whatfoever ;  for  what  docs  the  law  mean  by  appearances  and  circumftantial  evi- 
dence ?  In  cafe  of  murder  or  afiaffmation,  for  example,  it  may  be  produced,  that  arms 
belonging  to  the  party  accufed  have  been  found  near  the  murdered  corpfe ;  that  he  re- 
fides  in  the  neighbourhood ;  that  he  may  have  been  feen  qovered  with  blood,  &c. ; 
thefe  are  appearances.  But  the  fpeaking  proofs  of  my  innocence  will  not  efcape  the 
penetration  of  Your  Majefty.  A  number  of  my  fervants,  examined  upon  oath,  have 
given  from  their  teftimony  no  reafon  to  imagine  that  I  had  any  knowledge  of  the  plot 
formed  againft  the  late  King ;  fo  far  from  it,  they  have  attefted  my  innocence,  for  they 
have  depofed,  that  my  doors  were  kept  clofe  the  whole  night,  and  that  none  of  thofe 
who  knocked  were  admitted,  which  certainly  would  not  have  been  the  cafe  if  I  had 
been  concerned  :  further,  when  the  girl  Peterfon  came  to  inform  me  that  the  King  had 
been  wounded  by  a  piftol,  I  was  fo  much  hurt  at  the  aews  that  it  occafioned  me  an  ili- 
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refs,  an' incontcftible  proof  of  my  furprize,  and  the  real  grief  I  felt  at  this  fatal  event. 
Moreover,  who  can  rcafonably  imagine  that  an  old  man  of  fevcnty  years  of  age,  weighed 
down  and  wailed  by  the  viciflitudes  he  lias  undergone,  dropping  by  degrees  into  the 
grave,  and  occupied  wholly  on  his  latter  end,  could  have  allied  his  phlegm  and  indif- 
ference to  the  violence  and  ambition  of  a  parcel  of  madmen,  and  plot  with  them  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  perfon  of  the  King,  and  a  revolution,  contrary  to  his  confcience,  to 
his  reafon,  and  to  prudence. 

"  But,  Sire,  fmce  no  half-proof,  nothing  circumftantial,  admiflible  by  law,  has  been 
produced  againfi:  me,  how  can  the  parliament,  wholly  unprovided  with  thefe,  have 
ventured  to  impofe  on  me  a  real  punifliment,  a  punifliment  the  moll  fevere  that  in  my 
unfortunate  fuuation  it  poffibly  could  do,  that  of  depriving  me  of  my  liberty,  and  thole 
attentions  which  my  age  requires,  by  confining  me  in  a  fortrefs  the  refl  of  my  days. 

"  The  chief  motive  of  this  fentence  cannot  be,  as  alledged  by  parliament,  to  induce 
me,  through  theremonllrancesof  the  clergy,  to  make  confclfion  of  fault ;  for  if  this  were 
abfolutely  neceflary,  it  would  be  equally  pradicable  in  a  houfe  here  in  the  city,  where 
clergymen  are  to  be  found  more  enlightened  and  more  eloquent  than  could  be  in  a  dif- 
tant  fortrefs. 

"  And  fuppofmg  the  parliament  to  be  influenced  by  the  three  royal  letters  cited  by  the 
King's  folicitor.  Your  Majefly  will  perceive  that  the  King's  letter,  dated  1 1  th  November 
1756,  flafes,  that  "  doiibtlcfs  for  the  purpofe  of  difcoverhig  others  concerned,  fame  of  the 
accomplices  may,  even  before  trial,  be  confined  in  a  fortrefs  until  more  ample  information  he 
procured  ;"  and  it  is  exprefsly  ordained  in  this  letter,  that  the  prifoner  fhould  be  crimi- 
nal, and  his  crime  proved ;  but  this  citation  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  regarding  him 
arrefted  merely  on  fufpicion.  As  for  the  other  two  letters  of  His  iVIajefty,  neither  can 
be  deemed  as  applying  to  the  cafe. 

"  To  conclude  ;  as  he  who  committed  this  horrible  crime  has  been  legally  and  jufllv 
punilhed,  and  as  thofe  who  formed  this  infamous  confpiracy  have  been  difcovered  and 
condemned ;  while  againfi:  me,  as  I  have  {hewn,  no  witnefs  or  legal  charge  has  been 
brought  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  trial,  I  live  in  hope  that  Your  Majefly  will  decide 
that  a  more  rigid  confinement,  for  the  purpofe  of  extorting  confeflion,  ought  not  to  take 
place ;  imploring,  if  I  fhould  have  mifi;aken  the  meaning  of  the  law,  the  clemency  of 
Your  Majefly. 

"  I  am,  for  the  few  remaining  days  I  have  to  live,  with  conftant  zeal 
and  the  mofl  profound  fubmiflion,  Sire, 

"  Your  Majefl:y's  mofl  humble,  &c. 

"  Ch.  Fred.  Pecklin." 

Copy  of  the  anonpwus  Letter  of  Liliehorn  to  Gufl:avus  III.  on  the  day  of  his 

ajfaffination. 

*'  Deign,  and  gracioufly  allow  an  anonymous  perfon,  whofe  pen  is  guided  by  the 
voice  of  honour  and  confcience,  with  the  mofl  perfedl  franknels,  to  warn  you  that  there 
are  individuals,  as  well  in  the  provinces  as  here  in  the  city,  who  breathe  nothing  but 
hatred  and  vengeance  againfi:  you,  to  the  length  even  of  your  defi:iuction  by  fome  mode 
of  alfaflination.  That  they  fhould  have  failed  the  night  of  the  lafl  mafked  ball  has 
been  a  fubjeft  of  regret  with  them ;  and  they  notice  with  pleafure  that  another  is  an- 
nounced for  to-day.     AffafTms  fhun  the  day  j  nothing,  they  fay,  can  be  more  favourable 
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to  them  than  darknefs,  and  the  difguife  which  you  are  accuftomed  to  wear  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions;  you  are  therefore  entreated,  by  every  thing  that  isfacred,  to  defer  thjs  curled 
ball  to  a  more  fuitable  opportunity,  for  your  prefent  and  future  intereft,  as  well  as  that 
of  fome  enthufiafls,  from  whofe  hands  doubllefs,  upon  refledion,  the  Almighty  will 
caufe  the  dagger  to  be  thrown.  I  have  the  honour  to  affure  you,  in  the  face  of  hea- 
ven,  which  I  call  to  witnefs  the  motive  and  purity  of  my  nitentions,  that  the  advertife- 
nient  1  give  you  comes  from  a  man  wlio  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  courtier,  who  is  in  need 
of  nothing,  and  who  is  very  far  from  approving  all  therafh  fteps  you  have  taken,  either 
in  war  or  politics,  and  particularly  in  what  regards  morality.  In  making  this  confefiion 
with  the  utmoft  cordiality,  I  fhall  appear  to  you  the  lefs  liable  to  fufpicion  v/hen  I  aiVure 
you,  that  being  prefent  at  the  diet  at  Gefle,  I  fliould  not  have  hefitated  an  inftant  to  have 
drawn  the  fword  to  oppofe  your  mercenaries  with  all  my  powers,  in  cafe  they  had  re- 
forted  to  open  force,  as  was  at  one  inftant  e.xpecled.  Youchfafe,  therefore,  to  diftin- 
guifh  a  difference  between  theconduft  of  a  man  of  honour  in  his  fenfes,  and  that  of  an 
enthufiafl  and  a  traitor  :  the  one  wiilies  well  to  the  commonweal,  afking  for  nothing 
more  certainly  than  to  be  fo  fituated  as  would  allow  of  his  making  ufe  of  means  fanc- 
tioned  by  religion  and  honour  to  promote  its  welfare  ;  the  other  conceives  all  meafures 
tolerable  which  may  contribute  to  the  objeft  in  view.  It  may,  however,  be  difficult,  if 
not  altogether  impoffible  in  the  end,  to  forewarn  you  againft  all  the  calamities  which 
furround  you,  unlefs  you  put  yourfelf  in  train  to  become  fincerely  reconciled  with  the 
fame  part  of  the  nation,  by  following  a  conduft,  however  little,  yet  different  to  that  you 
fiave  hitherto  done. 

"  I  have  conceived  it  for  my  internal  fatisfaftion  a  duty  to  i-eveal  this  fhocking  fecret, 
which  I  learnt  by  mere  chance  two  hours  ago  ;  be  perfuaded,  alfo,  that  I  am  not  in- 
fpired  by  a  panic  terror  in  taking  this  flep,  but  on  the  contrary  by  the  dreadful  cer- 
tainty 1  have,  from  what  has  been  divulged  to  me,  of  the  verity  of  the  facl.  Take 
good  heed,  I  further  entreat  you,  of  the  ground-floor  at  Haga,  as  being,  according  to 
their  declaration,  a  place  more  appropriate  than  any  other  for  their  purpofes.  You 
cannot  ufe,  generally  fpeaking,  too  much  precaution  :  if  I  may  advife,  keep  away  en- 
tirely from  maiked  balls,  at  lead  till  after  the  holidays,  this  being  of  importance  to 
yourfelf  as  well  as  to  us  all.  You  will  do  wrong  by  fhewing  a  courage  which  nothing 
can  move  ;  we  know  that  you  have  bravely  faiced  the  enemy  ;  you  may  therefore  with 
perfeft  fecurity  and  without  diflionour  avoid  the  blow  of  a  traitor.  I  fliall  never  ceafe 
to  put  up  prayers  for  your  happinefs  ;  befeeching  you,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  no 
perquifitions  for  the  purpofe  of  detecting  the  author  of  this  advice,  as  they  would  be 
fruitlefs,  having  been  entirely  alone  while  I  wrote  it,  and  not  having  communicated  its 
contents  to  any  one." 

This  letter  was  given  in  a  garbled  flate  in  all  the  newfpapers  at  the  period  of  the  fatal 
event ;  above,  it  is  given  with  exaftitude  :  the  traitor  who  wrote  it  knew  well  enough 
what  effect  an  anonymous  letter  would  have  upon  the  King  ;  had  he  had  any  real  in- 
tention of  faving  him,  he  would  have  perfonally  divulged  the  confpiracy :  but  we  are 
not  to  wonder  at  the  condu£t  of  the  wretch  ;  he  owed  his  all  to  the  King,  his  fupport, 
his  military  rife,  (he  was  a  major  in  the  guards,)  and  we  live  in  an  age  in  which  ingra- 
titude to  the  throne  is  looked  upon  as  a  merit ;  as  if  Kings  were  the  only  men  on  earth 
bound  to  do  good,  the  only  objeds  of  unfcrupled  affaffmation. 
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Extracl  from  the  'verbal  procefs  at  the  Cajllc  of  Droitnhighohn^  on  the  i$th  Atigufi 

1792,  in  prefencc  of 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  o/'Suderniania. 
His  Excellency  Count  Wachineifter  Rickfdrots. 
His  Excellency  Baron  Sparre^  Grand  Chancellor. 
Prefident  Baron  deKurck. 
Prcfident  Baron  de  Reuterholm. 
Prefident  Count  de  Ruuth. 
Senefchal  Rogberg.  --» 

Senefchal  Ulner. 

On  the  above  day,  the  report  of  the  commiflion  being  called  for,  and  the  two-  pro^ 
tocols  of  the  4th  July  being  read,  the  fecretary  of  the  commiflion,  Iferhielm,  prefented 
the  definitive  conclufion  of  the  high  tribunal,  upon  the  revifion  of  the  decrees  of  the 
parliament,  on  the  24th  of  May  of  the  prefent  year,  againfl  the  former  Counts  Horn 
and  Ribbing,  lieutenant-colonel  Liliehorn,  and  lieutenant  Baron  Ehrenfverd,  as  well  as 
againfh  the  other  perfons  implicated  in  the  horrible  crime  committed  on  the  perfon 
of  the  late  King ;  after  which  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed  thus  to  exprefs  him- 
felf: 

"  All  the  prefcriptions  of  law  having  been  exa£lly  followed,  none  of  the  advantages 
which  it  affords  the  criminals  having  been  withheld,  and  the  confirmation  from  the 
high  tribunal,  of  the  decree  of  the  parliament  made  on  the  24th  May,  having  been  pre- 
fented to  us,  we  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  make  known  our  fentence  and  wlU 
upon  the  occafion. 

"  A  prey  to  grief,  to  thofe  afFufting  fenfations  which  agonife  our  heart,  while  the 
memory  of  a  rei'pected  King  and  much  beloved  brother  is  united  with  the  anguifh 
which  the  unhappy  and  deplorable  manner  in  which  he  was  taken  from  us  occafions  in 
our  bofom,  we  have  neverthelefs,  in  conformity  to  our  painful  duty,  caufed  reprefenta- 
tion  of  all  the  occurrences  of  this  horrible  affair  to  be  laid  before  us,  with  the  fubftance 
of  the  different  adts  as  they  regard  the  fame. 

"  It  is  not  without  the  moft  lively  emotion  that  we  perceive,  by  thefc  elucidations, 
that  an  unheard-of  confpiracy  has  cxifted  againfl  the  life  of  our  revered  monarch,  and 
been  executed  in  fuch  a  fliocking  manner  as  makes  humanity  flnidder,  in  a  manner  that 
never  could  we  have  thought  polTible  in  our  days  and  in  Sweden.  This  fiain,  not  upon 
the  nation,  known  in  all  ages  for  its  honour  and  fidelity,  but  upon  a  fmall  number  of 
guilty  perfons,  ought  to  be  waflied  away  and  expiated  according  to  the  rigour  of  the 
law  ;  and  this  is  our  duty  to  effect.  Our  heart,  torn  by  the  moft  cruel  remembrance, 
feels  fenfibly  the  horror  fuch  an  atrocious  deed  is  calculated  to  excite  ;  but  thefe  feel- 
ings, although  fatisfaftory  for  our  grief,  are  not  the  only  ones  that  afHift  us.  What 
adds  to  our  trouble  is,  that  we  are  under  neceffity  of  rendering  the  juft  feverity  of  the 
law  (which  we  are  far  from  defirous  of  mitigating  in  favour  of  criminals  of  this  defcrip- 
tion,)  compatible  with  the  facred  pronlifes  extorted  from  us  by  the  prayers  and  injunc- 
tions of  a  dying  brother,  our  King. 

"  The  inftant  is  at  hand  which  is  to  decide  and  make  public  the  fate  of  thefe  unfor- 
tunate men,  who,  by  the  nature  of  their  crime,  arc  more  unhappy  than  they  pollibly 
could  be  in  undergoing  the  punifliments  they  have  merited.  The  law  has  pronounced 
their  fentence,  and  we  feel  pcrfuaded  that  the  axe  falling  on  their  heads,  would  be  to 
them,  in  their  frightful  fituation,  the  firft  and  greateft  of  favours.     Our  confirmation 
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of  this  decree  would  fatlsfy,  at  this  moment,  the  rigour  of  juftice;  but  we  are  withheld 
by  the  ftrongefl  and  mod  efficacious  reafons,  which  we  fiiall  unveil  for  our  own  jufti- 
fication  and  the  benefit  of  pofterity. 

"  Being  by  the  fide  of  the  bed  of  His  late  Majefty  a  few  days  before  his  death,  and 
fpeaking  to  him  of  the  misfortune  which  had  betalien  him,  and  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  that  would  follow;  His  Majefty,  whofe  lenfible  and  generous  heart  was  ever 
prone  to  pardon,  vouchfafcd  to  exprefs  to  us,  that  the  idea  of  the  merited  torments 
which  the  guilty  would  have  to  fuffer  affcded  !iin\  more  by  far  than  all  his  pains ;  he 
added,  moreover,  that  this  oppreffive  fancy  would  never  let  him  reft,  unlefs  we  fhould 
promife  and  fwear,  upon  the  faith  of  a  brother  and  a  Prince,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould 
chance  to  die,  his  interceflion  fliould  avail  for  the  falvation  of  the  lives  of  thofe  wretched 
men  who  had  been  wanting  to  him  in  fidelity.  Moved  even  to  tears  at  fuch  noble  fen- 
timents,  we  yet  dared  to  reprefent  to  him  thiU  law,  whether  human  or  divine,  would 
not  allow  fo  horrible  a  crime  to  pafs  without  penalty  of  death,  and  that  the  honour  of 
the  Swedifli  name  and  public  fecurity  exprefsly  called  for  juft ice.  His  Majefty,  fenfibly 
affefted  by  thefe  heartfelt  reprefentations,  then  faid  with  anguifli,  that  if  the  law  of  re- 
prifal  neceflarily  exafted  blood  for  blood,  that  if  his  interceffion  was  infufficient  as  a 
party  to  fave  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  man  who  lifted  his  hand  againft  his  life  ;  he  yet 
perfifted  that  his  fhould  be  the  only  one  to  pay  for  the  death  he  had  occafioned  ;  and 
that  none  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  plot,  however  great  their  number,  or  deep  their  in- 
tereft  therein,  (which  at  that  time  was  not  difcovered  or  perfedlly  known,)  fhould  fuffer 
for  it  in  their  lives. 

"  His  Majefty  at  the  laft  added,  that  this  was  not  only  his  laft  application  as  a  bro- 
ther, but  his  laft  will  as  a  King,  as  the  power  of  pardon  could  not  be  taken  away  from 
him  as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  again  exaftcd  from  me  the  moft  folenm  promife ;  fuch  I 
could  not,  nor  had  the  right  to  refufe  him  any  longer.  This  affefting  and  remarkable 
converfation,  which  will  develope  to  pofterity  the  generofity  and  clemency  of  Gufta- 
vus  III.,  and  which,  more  than  the  victory  at  Svenkfund,  will  tend  to  eternize  his  name, 
ihall  be  the  bafis  upon  which  our  fentence  and  refolves  fhall  be  founded. 

"  As  a  chriftian,  a  fubje£l,  a  brother,  as  a  man,  we  cannot,  ought  not  to  vary  from 
the  will  of  a  dying  King.  He  had  the  inconteftible  right  of  pardoning  in  his  own  caufe. 
We  fliall  follow  loyally  his  orders,  nor  fhall  it  be  reproached  his  bi-other  that  he  deceived 
him  in  the  arms  of  death. 

"  In  confcquence  of  the  reafons  before  alledged,  we  declare  and  ordain,  that  the 
fentence  of  death  awarded  by  the  parliament,  and  confirmed  by  the  high  tribunal, 
againft  the  former  Counts  Claudius  Fredcricfon  Horn,  and  Adolphus  Lewis  Ribbing, 
the  former  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chevalier  Charles  Pontus  Liliehorn,and  the  former 
Lieutenant  Barcn  Charles  Frederic  Ehrenfverd,  fliall  be  commuted  into  perpetual  ba- 
nifliment ;  that  they  are  degraded  from  their  nobility,  and  declared  unworthy  of  all 
right  of  citizenfliip  ;  that  they  Aall  be  immediately  conduded  to  the  frontiers  of  an  of- 
fended country,  without  hope  of  ever  being  allowed  to  return,  and  with  prohibition, 
under  pain  of  fufiering  the  death  pronounced  aqaiiift  them,  ever  to  require  the  fame. 
The  care  of  their  punifhment  we  leave  to  their  confcience  and  remorfe,  perfuaded  that 
the  bitter  reflecllons  to  which  we  deliver  them  will  be  more  intolerable  than  death  itfelf  *. 

*  The  regent  deceives  himfclf  ;  men  of  this  (iefrription  are  fi rangers  to  remorfe.  Baniiliment  is  no  pii- 
nifiiment  for  fconndrels  who  could  no  longer  live  in  Sweden  :  two  of  theie  urctches,  on  their  paffage  even 
from  Copenhagen  to  Hamburgh,  proved  that  fentiment-i  of  repentance,  impmed  to  them  by  tlic  regent, 
were  far  from  their  thoughts,  Notwithllanding  the  motive  aicribed  lower  down,  it  is  in  a  fortrcfs  that  re- 
gicides, whofe  life  is  not  fhortencJ  on  the  fcaffold,  ftiovdd  end  their  days, 
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We  fhall  haften  their  immediate  expulfion,  in  order  fo,  if  poflible,  to  efface  the  remem- 
brance of  fuch  a  horrid  crime,  which,  by  their  detention  in  the  fortreifes  of  the  king- 
dom, would  only  renew  the  remembrance  of  a  misfortune  in  itfelf  indelible.  For  ever 
be  thefe  unhappy  wretches  baniihed  from  that  Sweden  whofe  calm  and  tranquillity  they 
have  difturbed  ;  and  in  order  to  encreafe  their  remorfe,  let  them  know  that  it  is  the 
King,  againll  whofe  life  they  dared  to  confpire,  who,  in  his  dying  moments,  gave  them 
theirs. 

As  for  other  perfons  accufed  fmce,  we  are  not  authorifed  by  the  will  of  Mis  late  Ma- 
jefty  to  leffen  the  feverity  of  the  law  in  their  favour,  neither  can  we  in  an  afl^ir  of  this 
nature  follow  our  innate  inclination  to  clemency;  whereupon  we  confirm,  with  refpeft 
to  them,  the  definitive  fentence  of  the  High  tribunal :  in  confequcnce  of  which  Coun- 
cillor Von  Engeflrceum  fliall  be  fufpended  from  his  port,  and  be  confined  for  three 
years  in  a  fortrefs.  Major  Hartmanfdorff  fhall  likewife  be  difplaced  and  imprifoned  for 
a  year;  the  Secretary  Von  Engeftroeum  fhall  be  fufpended  from  his  office  for  twelve 
months,  and  General  Major  Baron  de  Pecklin  fhall  be  confined  in  a  fortrefs  until  more 
ample  information ;  but  the  territorial  judge  Nodell,  agreeably  to  the  fentence  of  the 
Parliament  and  the  High  Tribunal  fhall  be  releafed  from  all  charges. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  immediately  appointed  the  fortrefs  of  Waxholm  for  theprifonof 
Councillor  Von  Engeflrceum,  that  of  Malmoe  for  Major  Hartmanfdorff,  and  that  of 
Warberg  for  General  Major  Pecklin. 

The  prefent  verbal  procefs  and  the  fentence  it  contains  having  been  read  and  col- 
lated, the  CommifTion  broke  up  its  fitting,  injidem  protocoli. 

(Signed)   ■  N.  JOHNSON. 

We  conceive  that  what  will  now  have  met  the  reader's  eye  requires  no  comment. 
A  dying  King  pardons  his  affaffins :  the  laft  aft  of  his  power  is  to  draw  afide  the  venge- 
ful fword  of  the  law,  from  punifhing  thofe  who  had  robbed  him  of  life :  how  honour- 
able, how  glorious  fuch  an  end !  How  well  it  crowns  a  reign,  too  fhort  for  Sweden,  but 
long  enough  for  thofe  Sovereigns  difpofed  to  take  him  for  a  model,  and  enlightened 
enough  to  follow  his  fteps. 

The  clemency  of  the  King  is  fo  well  known  to  us,  that  upon  the  firft  intelligence  of 
this  execrable  aft,  we  declared  as  our  opinion,  that  if  His  Majefly  recovered,  the  mur- 
derer  alone  would  be  puniflied  with  death.  The  event  has  lliewn  that  we  were  not 
deceived. 


Chap.  XVIII.— 0«  the  Death  of  Charles  XII. 

THIS  event,  fo  important  from  its  confequences,  which  paved  the  way  for  Sweden 
to  obtain  a  peace  wanted  fo  many  years  before,  and  which  changed  the  form  of  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  is  related  in  fo  many  different  manners,  but  each  fo  void  of 
proofs,  that  every  hiflorian,  without  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  impoflure,  is  left  to 
adopt  which  he  will.  The  flatement  of  M.  Voltaire  has.  had  mofl  partizans,  yet  do  we 
confider  it  "Tong,  and  the  refearches  we  have  been  able  to  make  put  our  opinion  be- 
yond all  doubt.  We  fliall  prefently  difcufs  that  of  Mr.  Coxe,  given  at  great  length  in 
his  Second  Voyage  to  the  North,  publifhed  in  1791  :  but  fhall  firft  begin  with  the  account 
oi  Lagcrbring,  ProfefTor  at  Lund,  taken  from  his  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  vol.  iv.  part  3.  which 
treats  of  the  reign  of  Charles  XII.  Stockholm,  1779  ;  in  it  will  befeen  the  elTential  dif- 
ferences which  charafterize  the  account  of  each  hiflorian. 

VQI„  VI.  3  u  *'Oil 
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«'  On  the  28th  Ofiober,  1718,  the  King  coming  from  the  Weflern  Ed,  entered  Nor- 
way, followed  by  the  other  columns  of  the  army.     On  the  20th  November,  batteries 
were  raifed  againfl:  Fredericfiall.     On  the  27th,  fort  Gyllenlozv  was  taken  by  affault,  at 
which  the  King  was  prefent.     On  the  firft  Sunday  in  Advent,  the  30th  November,  the 
King  attended  divine  fervice  in  the  morning,  and  afternoon  at  head  quarters  at  Tijleda- 
len  :  in  the  morning  he  burnt  certain  papers.     At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  King 
vifited  the  trenches  on  horfeback,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  all  was  done,  and  the  King 
was  a  corpfe.     Charles  (landing  in  the  trench,  his  body  bent,  with  his  head  fupported 
on  his  arms  leaning  on  the  parapet,  the  otEcers  prefent  imagined  him  afleep  ;  but  as  he 
remained  in  this  poflure  a  longer  time  than  ufual,  they  went  up  to  him,  and  found  that 
life  was  gone."     This  is  the  account  of  Mr.  Nordberg  :  others  pretend  that  the  engineer 
Megret,  who  had  the  diredion  of  the  works  in  the  trenches,  was  feated  fo  near  the  King 
that  he  perceived  a  kind  of  convulfive  tremor  in  him,  whence  he  concluded  him  dead. 
M.  de  Voltaire,  whofe  relation  differs  from  that  of  others,  fays  that  no  one  was  near  the 
King  but  Megret  and  Siquier.  -  "  The  King  was  (landing,"  fays  he,  "  oppofite  to  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy,  whence  was  a  great  difcharge  of  mufquet  balls,  with  his  body  half 
uncovered  from  the  enemy's  fire ;  at  fome  paces  diftant  was  Count  Baron  Scbwerin, 
Count  Pcffe,  a  captain  in  the  guards,  Kalbert  an  aide  de  camp,  (it  fhould  be  aide  de 
camp  general  Kaulbars)  was  waiting  his  orders.     All  at  once  Megret  znA.  Siquier  faw 
the  King  fall  on  the  parapet.     A  ball  of  half  a  pound  weight  had  entered  his  head  on 
the  riqht  fide,  and  made  fuch  a  large  hole  that  you  might  put  in  it  your  three  fingers ; 
the  left  eye  was  entirely  flattened,  and  the  right  forced  out  of  its  focket.     When  Megret 
faw  that  the  King  was  lifelefs  he  exclaimed  :   The  play  is  over,  now  let's  to  /upper;  but 
Siquier  haftened  to  inform  Baron  Schwerin,  &c."     Colonel  Carlberg,  then  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  who  was  prefent  alfo  in  the  trenches,  has  given  another  relation 
different  from  the  preceding.     "  When  Colonel  Megret,  charged  with  direfling  the  at- 
tack, had  marked  a  new  line  with  fafcines  and  gabions  at  a  diftance  of  no  more  than  two 
hundred  ells  from  the  bulwarks  of  the  fortrefs ;    the  enemy  began  a  violent  fire  both 
with  mufquetry  and  cannon :  this  was  the  firft  time  of  their  ufing  m.ufquetry  againfl 
the  workmen  in  the  trenches.     The  red  hot  balls  and  burning  pitch  on  the  fortrefs  gave 
fufEcient  light  round  about.     Mr.  Carlberg,  after  giving  inflrudions  to  the  men  how  to 
place  the  gabions,  went  down  into  the  firll  trench,  where  fome  officers  of  high  rank 
were  ftanding  dole  to  the  feet  of  the  King,  who  leaned  on  the  flope  of  the  parapet  of 
the  trench,  with  his  left  hand  under  his  jaw,  fo  that  a  part  of  his  face  was  above  the 
parapet  direfted  towards  the  fortrefs.     Hereupon  a  ball  {truck  him  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  head,  {this,  from  infpedioii  made  of  the  ivound,  is  evidently  fafe^  without  any  other 
movement  being  perceptible  but  that  of  his  hand,  which  dropped  from  his  jaw,  and  his 
head  which  reclined  on  his  cloak.     The  aide  de  camp.^  General  Kaulbars,  was  the  firfl 
who  perceived  the  death  of  the  King ;  he  ftruck  Carlberg  on  the  flioulder,  and  begged 
him  to  make  hafte  to  relate  it  to  General  P.  B.  Schwerin,  who  diredted  that  it  fhould 
not  yet  be  made  public,  and  that  his  body  fliould  be  tranfported  to  head  quarters.     He 
thereupon  was  put  on  a  Inter  and  covered  with  white  cloaks.     At  this  inftant  Siquier 
approached  the  litter,  took  the  King's  hat,  and  put  his  hat  and  wig  on  him.     The  litter 
was  accompanied  by  Carlberg,  and  a  Captain  Schultz,  (fince  ennobled  under  the  n&me 
of  Nordcncrent%)  to  Tiftedalen,  and  the  body  was  carried  to  the  fame  houfe  where  the 
King  had  taken  up  his  abode.     After  General  Schwerin,  the  Duke  of  Holjlein,  Field 
Marfhal  Moenrner  and  General  Diiker  were  among  the  firft  who  faw  the  defunct.    The 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Heffe  was  then  at  Torpum,  at  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  from  Tiftedalen,  and  on  his  arrival  the  whole  army  had  orders  to  decamp."    Thus 
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in  many  circomdances  the  relation  of  Carlberg  differs  from  thofe  of  Nordberg  and  Vol- 
taire.  Tlie  lafl:  remarks  that  no  one  was  prefent  when  the  King  was  killed  except  S/- 
guier  and  Megret,  and  that  the  firfl  of  thefe  related  the  death  of  the  King  to  General 
Schwerin. 

Carlberg  fays  quite  the  contrary.  Neverthelefs  we  muft  not  acoufe  M.  de  Voltaire 
for  relating  circumftances  fuch  as  they  were  given  to --him,  and  not  improbably  by  the 
fame  Siquier  *  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  have  no  righp  to  look  upon  as  falfe  the  account 
given  by  an  individual  who  heard,  faw,  and  did  himfelf  the  things  which  he  defcribes, 
and  whom  neither  fear  nor  reward  could  induce  to  write  any  thing  but  what  he  could 
vouch  from  actual  experience  f. 

Different  opinions  were  entertained  of  the  King's  wound  ;  fuch  as  examined  it,  main- 
tained that  it  could  not  have  been  made  from  the  fortrefs  or  the  redoubts  of  the  enemy. 
On  a  draught  of  the  fiege  of  Fredericfliall  on  which  it  was  affirmed  that  the  King  was 
killed  by  a  Ihot  from  the  redoubts,  an  officer  of  high  rank,  who  was  at  the  time  alfo  in 
Norway,  had  written  in  German  with  his  own  hand,  that  is  not  true.  It  was  generally 
conceived  that  the  blow  did  not  come  from  either  a  Dane  or  a  Swede.  No  rumour 
was  more  common  than  that  Siquier,  the  King's  aide  de  camp,  had  murdered  the  King. 
It  is  not  doubted  that  he  himfelf  confeffed  it  when  ill  at  Stockholm  in  1722,  but  it  is 
added  that  this  illnefs  was  accompanied  with  delirium.  Some  have  imagined  that  re- 
morfe  had  extorted  this  confeffion ;  others  again  have  infilled  that  Siquier  after  his  re- 
covery,  when  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters  at  Medevi,  was  tortured  by  the  fame  remorfe, 
although  then  perfedtly  in  his  fenfes  and  not  delirious.  In  cafe  Siquier  had  been  near 
Kaulbars  and  others  who  were  ftanding  by  the  King's  feet  when  he  was  killed,  it  would 
not  only  have  been  eafy,  but  his  duty  to  have  obtained  their  teftimony,  and  by  his  neg- 
leOiing  thisjfufpicion  is  no  wifediminiflied.  Another  circumftance  is  alfoequivocah  Nord- 
berg  relates  that  Siquier  and  Megret  followed  the  King  into  the  trenches,  but  I  have 
been  credibly  informed  that  Siquier  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  trenches,  and  that  being 
interrogated  by  a  certain  perfon  as  to  what  bulinefs  he  had  there,  he  hefitated  in  his 
anfwer.  M.  de  Voltaire  however  declares  him  entirely  innocent.  He  grounds  his  con- 
vidlion  in  the  firft  place  on  a  declaration  made  to  him  by  Siquier  himfelf.  "  I  could 
have  killed  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  but  fuch  was  my  refpeft  for  that  hero,  that  if  I  had 
been  fo  incHned,  I  fhould  not  yet  have  dared ;"  and  fecondly  he  obferves  that  "  Si- 
quier died  poor,  and  tlwt  fuch  exploits  are  ordinarily  well  paid  :"  but  if  the  miferable 
wretch  do  not  in  fuch  cafes  receive  his  wages  in  advance,  his  earnings  may  turn  out  ex- 
tremely fmall.  The  third  circumftance  which  he  thinks  abfolves  him  from  the  charge, 
appears  to  be  of  greater  confequence,  to  wit,  "  that  the  ball  which  terminated  His  Ma- 
jefly's  life  weighed  half  a  pound,  a  ball  of  which  weight  would  not  enter  the  mouth  of 
a  fufil."  But  how  did  Siquier  learn  that  the  ball  was  exaftly  of  that  weight,  fmce  in 
Sweden  it  is  entirely  unknov/n ;  probably  it  might  be  afcertained  from  the  verbal  pro- 
cefs  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  infpeftion  of  the  body  by  three  Swedifli  noblemen  |,  a  copy  of 
which  I  give  in  a  note  fubjoined. 

"We 

*  In  admitting  tliis  hypotliefis,  it  is  next  to  impoffible  not  to  h?.ve  violent  fufpicions  of  Siquier,  as  ftiall 
be  hereafter  detailed. 

f  The  ftattment  of  Colonel  Carlberg  was  communicated  b^  himfelf  to  the  author,  and  the  copy  which 
he  pofTeffes  he  is  afTured  was  written  by  Col.  C. 

I  1-n  the  year  1746,  on  the  12th  July,  between  five  and  fiK  in  the  morning,  the  underfigned  went  down 
into  the  Maufoleum  called  Carolin  or  Palatine,  ou  the  cqueitrian  ille  of  the  church  at  Stockholm^  and 
opened  the  coffin  of  King  Charles  XII.  defurift,  whom  they  found  in  the  condition  and  order  following  : 
a  mattrafs  or  pillow  ftuffed  with  aromatic  herbs  covered  the  face  of  the  King,  under  his  liead  and  joining 
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"  We  pafs  over  feveral  other  memorable  things  related  by  M.  de  Voltaire,  probably 
communicated  to  him  by  Siquier,  of  which  however  the  perfons  in  attendance  by  the 
King  ought  to  have  better  information,  notwithftanding  their  narratives  differ  from  that 
of  M.  de  Voltaire.  Another  circumftance  as  memorable  as  it  is  unaccountable.  An 
officer  of  high  rank  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fredericfhall  foretold  that  the  King  would 
die  on  the  3cth  November.  The  report  of  this  prediction  was  very  extenfively  fpread,. 
and  no  fecret  of  it  was  made.  It  is  not  knov/n  whether  it  ever  reached  the  ear  of  Hi& 
Majefly,  but  as  we  have  before  remarked,  he  was  noticed  the  morning  before  to  have 
deflroyed  fome  papers,  and  had  nothing  in  his  pockets  but  a  prayer  book  and  a  minia- 
ture of  Guftavus  Adolphus.  If  the  death  of  the  King  had  not  happened,  the  prophecy 
would  only  have  been  laughed  at,  but  as  it  was  confirmed  by  the  event,  it  was  thought 
to  have  fome  fignification. 

*'  To  judge  from  appearances,  the  King  died  at  a  vei-y  unfortunate  time  for  Sweden  j 
but  the  death  of  Kings  is  decided  by  powerful  motives,  which  are  not  always  thofe 
that  fuit  the  intereft  of  man." 

The  foregoing  is  an  exaft  tranflation  as  afforded  us  by  a  learned  Swede  ;  he  further 
added,  that  the  time  would  come  when  the  death  of  Charles  would  be  fpoken  of  as  at 
prefent  we  do  of  that  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  and  we  are  very  much  of  his  opinion^ 
We  fhall  now  proceed  to  difcufs  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Coxe,  expofe  our  own,  and  leave 
our  readers  to  determine  which  is  the  beft  founded  in  argument  and  aflertions. 

Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  Travels  in  the  North,  publilhed  in  1791,  enters  largely  into  the 
fubjeft  of  this  death  ;  he  pretends  that  Lamotraye  and  Voltaire  have  given  falle  ac- 
counts of  this  event ;  this  is  true,  it  is  certain,  from  the  verbal  procefs  before  cited,  and 
from  the  mafk  moulded  over  the  face  of  the  King,  of  which  Mr.  Coxe  fpeaks,  that  his 
eyes  were  not  found  out  of  his  head,  that  the  ball  did  not  weigh  half  a  pound,  and  that 
the  orifice  was  confiderably  fmaller  than  reported.  Mr.  Coxe  cites  the  fame  verbal 
procefs  as  we  do,  with  fome  flight  difference.  His  tranfiator  has  miftook  him  grofly  in 
putting  depth  for  length,  and  penetrated  for  'u.'ent  out.  Mr.  Coxe  could  have  feen  no 
other  mark  than  fuch  as  we  have  defcribed :  his  conclufion  from  it  is  fimply  that  the 
wound  was  made  by  a  fmall  bullet,  which  is  incontrovertible :  but  he  perfifts  in  believ- 
ing that  it  came  from  the  fortrefs,  and  principally  fupports  his  opinion  by  the  account 
afforded  by  the  old  Norwegian  E/ken/on,  a  cannoneer  in  the  Danifh  garrilbn  during  the 

liis  face  was  a  cloth.  The  head  was  uncovered  without  any  cap,  but  in  h'eii  was  furrounded  by  a  laurel 
wreath.  His  hair  was  In  good  prefer vation,  of  a  very  light  brown  colour,  and  the  length  of  a  little  finger 
combed  upwards  on  the  fide?,  but  the  top  of  his  head  was  bald.  On  the  right  fide  juft  beneath  the  temple 
was  a  plafter,  which  (luck  fo  faft  th.u  with  great  difficulty  we  could  remove  It ;  when  removed,  we  per- 
ceived and  felt  an  oblong  oriiice  flaming  in  a  direflron  towards  the  back  of  tlie  head  feven  lines  In  length 
and  two  in  breadth  ;  on  the  left  fide  which  was  covered  with  a  plaller  of  the  fame  fize,  the  whole  of  the 
temple  was  torn  away,  and  the  fragments  of  the  bones  evidently  denoted  the  pafTage  of  the  ball  from  that 
part.  His  face  was  much  wafted,  his  mouth  rather  open,  and  fome  of  his  teeth  were  vlfible.  Under  his 
head  were  feveral  pillows  of  white  linen  full  of  fragrant  herbs.  Along  his  fides  and  on  his  arms  a  number 
of  fmall  white  bags  were  laid  filled  with  the  fame  materials.  His  arms  were  ftretched  by  the  fide  of  the 
kody,  and  his  hands  covered  with  white  gloves  were  placed  oppofite  each  other.  His  fhirt  was  of  linen  of  a 
fmailer  degree  of  finenefs,  and  his  winding  (heet  of  cambric. 

EH.  HARLEMAN. 

EL  EKEBLAD. 

ANDREW  JOHN,  of  Hcepken. 

The  crlginal  of  this  attettatlon  Is  in  the  King's  library  at  Stockholm.  It  was  communicated  to  the  author 
by  the  Royal  Librarian  Gjaurwell,  and  may  be  feen  in  a  work  written  by  him,  entitled  Siveiiyh  Anecdotes, 
part  3. 

Baron  Harleman  was  fupcrintendant  of  the  KIng'j  flilps.      Counts  Ekeblad  and  Hocpken  were  after- 
wards made  Senators. 
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fiege.  We  reafon  therefore  from  the  fame  materials  as  Mr.  Coxe,  but  decide  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  We  are  well  perfuadcd  that  the  King  was  afl'aflinated,  and  fliall  detail 
the  conjectures  upon  which  we  decide,  for  where  there  is  abfcnceof  proofs  we  mufl:  be 
fatisfied  with  conjefture. 

In  the  firft  place  Mr.  Coxe,  if  impartial,  mufl:  allow  that  it  is  farcical  to  efteem  the 
narrative  of  the  old  Norwegian  alluded  to  as  of  any  weight:  will  he  attempt  to  perfuade 
us,  or  does  he  himfelf  believe  that  a  cannoneer  in  a  fortrefs  any  more  than  a  foldier  in 
the  ranks  can  know  any  thing  of  what  pafTes  except  immediately  by  him,  particularly 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night  in  the  month  of  December.  From  his  refponfes  we  gather  for 
certain  that  there  was  no  firing  that  night  from  the  fortrefs  of  Oberberg,  this  indeed  the 
Norwegian  mufl  furely  be  competent  to  fay,  as  he  was  in  the  fort ;  but  this  is  all  that 
he  could  know,  and  this  proves  nothing  more  than  that  Lamotraye  is  in  error,  aflfuming 
the  fhot  to  have  come  from  that  place.  Mr.  Coxe  adds  that  the  old  man  was  of  a  frank 
charaQer,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  induce  him  to  tell  an  untruth  :  certainly  not, 
nor  did  he  conceal  ought  he  knew.  He  fliates  moreover  that  the  Danes  made  ufe  of 
mufquetry,  that  the  parapet  where  the  King  flood  was  perfeftly  within  reach  of  th^ 
place,  that  a  number  of  fliells  were  fired,  and  that  the  King  might  have  been  killed  by 
the  enemy.  This  was  all  known  before  ;  and  if  Mr.  Coxe  refledls,  he  will  fee  that  this 
proves  nothing  againfl  the  afTaflination :  for  it  is  impoilible  to  prefume  that  any  one 
would  have  chofen  a  time  for  making  away  with  the  King  by  a  mufquet  or  piftol  fhot 
when  out'of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  or  when  the  enemy  made  no  ufe  of  balls 
againfl  the  Swedifh  trenches  fimilar  to  that  by  which  he  was  flruck,  that  is  to  fay,  fmall 
bullets.  This  would  have  demonflrated  to  all  Europe  that  the  Monarch  died  by  affaf- 
fination,  and  there  is  good  reafon  to  imagine  that  fuch  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
guilty.  We  conclude  therefore,  that  the  converfation,  noticed  with  fo  much  fatisfaflion 
■  by  Mr.  Coxe,  proves  nothing  againfl:  our  afluniption,  or  in  favour  of  his  own.  It  mull 
further  be  remarked,  that  the  old  Norwegian  told  Mr.  Coxe  that  a  number  of  foldiers 
were  killed  by  the  fide  of  the  King,  fo  many  indeed  that  they  were  buried  on  the  fpot. 
It  is  very  extraordinary  that  this  cannoneer  fhould  have  feen  thus  much  from  his  fortrefs 
of  Oberberg,  (from  which  the  Swedes  were  feparatedby  a  hill,)  or  that  after  the  army 
had  decamped,  he  fhould  divine  that  the  foldiers  killed  in  the  trenches  had  been  fo_ 
killed  near  the  King,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  was  himfelf.  To  conclude,  it  is  very  fm- 
gular  that  this  man  fliould  have  known  that,  of  which  no  relation  makes  mention  ;  for 
in  all  thofe  which  fpeak  of  the  greatefl  number  of  perfons  about  the  King,  fpeak  but  of 
four  or  five  without  enumerating  any  foldiers  whatever.  Mr.  Coxe  fays  that  the  pre- 
fent  King  of  Sweden  (1791)  had  conjectured  that  Cronjlcdt  was  the  aiTaflin;  but  after- 
wards confefTed  that  he  was  miftaken  :  this  may  be,  but  if  Mr.  Coxe  has  ever  had  the 
honour  of  fpeaking  to  the  King  on  this  fubjeft,  he  would  have  found  that  if  His  Majefliy 
no  longer  believes  that  Cronfledt  was  the  afTafiin,  it  follows  not  that  he  does  not  believe 
he  was  afTallmated  by  fome  other  perfon.  Thefe  are  what  Mr.  Coxe  calls  proofs,  finifh- 
ing  with  thefe  decifive  words  : 

"  The  queflion  relative  to  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  is  now  rendered  very  fimple  : 
unlikely  anecdotes  and  vague  conjectures  cannot  weigh  againfl  a  pofitive  faft :  the  pre- 
tended afTafTmation  is  a  mere  chimera."  We  fee  nothing  pofitive  in  all  this,  unlefs  it  be 
the  tone  of  affurance  which  Mr.  Coxe  afl'umes,  nothing  chimerical  unlefs  it  be  in  his 
afTertions.     We  fubjoin  our  refledions  upon  the  fame  data. 

Tirft  reflection, — According  to  the  verbal  procefs,  the  authenticity  of  which  is  incon* 
teftible,  the  ball  went  through  the  head  in  a  horizontal  diredion,  making  a  very  fmall 
hole  on  entering,  and  tearing  away  the  temple  and  fliattering  the  bones  as  it  went  out 
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on  the  left  fide ;  it  confequently  mud  have  had  a  violent  impulfe,  whence  we  may  faidy 
conclude  that  the  fliot  was  from  a  very  ftiort  diftance;  then,  the  more  near  the  parapet 
is  aflumed  to  be  to  the  fortrefs,  in  order  to  render  probable  that  the  Ihot  fhould  have 
proceeded  thence,  the  more  impoffible  do  we  make  it  that  the  ball  fhould  have  taken  an 
horizontal  direftion ;  for  it  mud  not  be  forgotten  that  the  fortrekoi  Frederic/lcin  is  on  the 
fummit  of  a  perpendicular  rock,  and  the  fituatlon  of  Charles  the  plain,  near  a  craggy 
rock,  at  the  end  of  the  Governor's  garden.  If  the  fliot  therefore  had  come  whether 
from  a  cannon,  nmfquet,  or  carbine,  fired  from  a  great  eminence,  it  could  not  move  in 
an  horizontal  direftion,  to  flrike  a  point  fituated  below  it ;  perhaps  it  may  be  faid  that 
the  courfe  of  the  ball  v/as  changed  by  ftriking  fomewhere,  as  occafionally  happens  ;  but 
this  objeftion  becomes  a  nullity,  when  we  confider  that  it  pierced  every  obftacle,  fhat- 
tered  the  parts  it  encountered,  which  are  precifely  the  hardetl  in  the  v/hole  head,  and 
that  it  neceflarily  mult  have  gone  through  either  the  neckor  the  jaw,  if  it  had  not  taken 
its  direction  in  a  perfectly  ftraight  Hne.  The.  hat  of  Charles  affords  a  new  proof 
of  the  ball  pafllng  out  at  the  temple,  fince  the  hole  is  beneath  the  button,  unlefs,  indeed, 
the  King  wore  it  a  la  Pandoiire,  with  the  button  on  the  right,  in  which  cafe  the  hole 
would  have  been  much  enlarged  by  the  curious,  as  Mr.  Coxe  obferves  in  his  firfl 
travels. 

Second  refieBlon  — Not  only  did  the  ball  traverfe  in  a  horizontal  direftion,  but  alfo 
from  the  right  temple  to  the  left :  let  us  fee  if  this  be  probable.  According  to  all  ac- 
counts the  King  was  examining  the  enemy's  batteries,  ftanding,  and  his  head  fupported 
on  his  hands.  Mr.  Coxe  indeed  makes  him  to  be  feated  on  a  wooden  chair  which  was 
fhewn  him  ;  as  this  by  no  means  changes  the  pofition  of  the  head  of  the  King,  we  fhall 
pafs  lightly  over  this  opinion  which  nobody  ever  gave  before.  The  King  then  was  in 
front  of  the  batteries,  and  as  his  bufmefs  there  was  lo  examine  them,  it  cannot  be  pre- 
fumed  that  he  would  for  that  purpofe  prefent  the  fide  of  his  face,  or  if  it  be  admitted 
that  the  form  of  one  of  the  batteries  abfolutcly  made  a  right  angle  with  a  line  from  the 
middle  of  the  King's  forehead,  in  fuch  cafe,  in  the  firft  place,  the  trenches  muff  have 
been  opened  fo  as  to  be  liable  to  enfilade,  and  in  addition  the  batteries  have  formed  a 
perfeft  femi-circle;  both  thefe  fuppofitions  are  inadmiflible;  the  Svvedifh  engineers  were 
no  novices;  the  place  was  attacked  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,but  for  the  death  of  the  King,' 
it  muft  have  been  taken  in  a  few  days  ;  and  the  Danes  for  certainty  had  no  batteries 
fronting  each  other  in  their  fortrefles :  fo  that  in  any  cafe  the  King  might  have  fronted 
the  batteries  without  expofing  his  fide  to  any,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  did. 

Third  reflection. — It  is  plain  from  the  blood  on  the  glove  of  the  right  hand,  and  on 
the  fvvord-belt,  that  the  King  firfl:  put  his  hand  to  the  wound,  and  afterwards  on  his 
fword,  which  he  even  drew  half  from  thefcabbard.  The  firfl;  movement  is  infl:infl:ive; 
nature  engages  us  to  place  the  hand  where  pain  is  felt.  But  the  fecond  fuppofes  re- 
flection ;  and  however  rapid  the  aftion,  it  appears  to  us  not  the  efFefl;  of  chance ;  it 
evinces  a  determination  to  repel  an  aggrefTion.  We  appeal  to  Mr.  Coxe  ;  would  he, 
in  the  trenches,  expofed  to  continual  fire,  if  he  felt  himfelf  ftruck,  would  he  lay  his 
hand  on  his  fword  :  many  officers  have  feen  fimilar  events  in  trenches,  call  they  cite  an 
example  of  a  fingle  man  attempting  to  draw  his  fword  againfl  a  cannon-ball,  or  the  burfl- 
ing  of  a  bomb  ?  It  feems  to  us  that  this  fad  has  been  much  too  flightly  noticed,  as  from 
due  examination  it  feems  important. 

Fourth  refieCtion. — The  malk  of  flucco,  which  we  mention  as  well  as  Mr.  Coxe,  ex- 
tends  only  to  the  extremities  of  the  temples  ;  but  the  wound  is  left  vifible  on  the  right 
fide ;  why  was  it  not  alfo  on  the  left  ?  The  temple  torn  away,  the  bones  fhattereJ,  no- 
thing of  this  is  marked  on  the  plafter  :  would  it  be  raflmefs  to  imagine  that  this  fjiam 
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affixture  was  only  placed  there  to  prevent  the  curious  from  making  the  fame  refleSlions 
that  we  do  now,  reflexions  refuiting  from  the  verbal  procefs  entirely,  fince  mo  author 
has  ever  fpoken  of  the  eftefl  of  the  ball  ?  If  to  this  be  added  the  epoch  at  which  this 
ma(k  was  moulded,  the  fhort  time  elapfed  from  the  event,  it  will  readily  be  conceived 
that  this  precaution  was  ufed  from  a  formal  refolution  to  make  no  perquifition  after  the 
origin  of  his  death,  as  has  been  proved  by  the  event. 

Let  us  now  examine  upon  whom  our  fufpicions  ought  to  fall,  fince,  fron'i  this  exa- 
mination, in  our  opinion,  we  may  gather,  if  not  the  certainty,  at  leaft:  the  poffibility  of 
afcertaining  the  afTaffination.  It  has  been  noticed  before  that  Siquier  was  generally  fuf- 
peded,  and  it  will  be  allowed  from  all  the  relations  we  cite,  that  it  was  not  without 
fome  reafon  :  M.  de  Voltaire  in  attempting  to  jultify  him  but  increafes  it :  we  think 
that  he  ought  not  for  the  honour  of  Siquier  to  have  made  public  this  phrafe,  fo  highly 
extraordinary :  /  could  have  killed  the  King,  butfuch  zvas  my  refpcd,  that  if  I  had  been 
difpofed,  I  yet  could  not  have  dared:  that  is  to  fay  that  if  he  had  lefs  refpecVed  him,  he 
could  have  done  the  deed.  What  language  !  he  could,  he  fays,  have  killed  him  ;  but  is 
there  an  aide  de  camp  of  a  King  with  the  army,  who  might  not  kill  him  even  ten  times 
a  day  ?  and  was  it  ever  known  to  come  in  the  mind  of  any  fuch  to  fay  he  could  have  killed 
him  ?  This  phrafe  appears  to  us  fomething  more  than  aukward  in  his  mouth,  at  leaft 
it  is  far  from  any  poflible  juftification.  M.  de  Voltaire  fays,  that  Siquier  died  poor. 
Without  fpeaking  again  of  an  anfwer  to  this  objedion,  the  example  of  many  might  be 
quoted,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  have  expended  enormous  fums,  fums  more 
than  adequate  to  the  remuneration  of  the  greateft  crimes.  As  for  the  third  objedion  of 
M.  de  Voltaire  it  is  rather  an  evidence  againft  Siquier  ;  that  he  himfelf  related  the  cir- 
cumftances  ;  for  Siquier  knew  well  enough  that  the  ball  did  not  weigh  half  a  pound, 
that  it  was  impofTible  to  introduce  three  fingers  into  the  wound,  and  that  his  eyes  were 
not  forced  out  of  their  fockets :  he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  theje  matters,  fince  he  was 
upon  the  fpot,  and  faw  the  body  of  the  King  recently  after  the  event  *.  He  had  there- 
fore a  very  formal  intention  to  difguife  the  truth  :  would  he  have  aQed  thus  if  the  ftot 
had  truly  come  from  the  citadel,  and  if  he  had  not  had  very  cogent  motives  for  putting 
fuch  conftrudion  on  his  death?  We  fee  Siquier  take  the  King's  hat  and  carry  it  imme-' 
diately  to  the  Prince  of  Hefle  ;  why  take  his  hat  ?  If  he  had  fimply  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  King  what  need  was  there  of  a  fpeaking  proof?  It  would  have  been  be- 
lieved without  that.  We  fliall  add  to  thefe  obfervations  an  anecdote,  but  little  known 
which  we  have  from  good  authority.  "  Sequier,  upon  his  arrival,  found  the  Prince  of 
Hefle  about  to  fit  down  to  table,  wafliing  his  hands  in  a  golden  ewer  :  upon  learning 
the  death  of  Charles,  he  immediately  made  a  prefent  of  the  ewer  to  Siquier,  no  doubt 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  value  of  the  information."  Such  a  prefent,  in  our  fancy, 
would  have  been  more  properly  beflowed  on  the  bearer  of  intelligence  of  a  vidory. 
Thefe  details  do  not  jufl;ify  Siquier,  but  they  are  evidence,  not  againfl:  him  alone  f.  We 
lay  no  fl;refs  on  the  circumftance  of  almofl:  all  the  well-informed  Swedes  coinciding  with 
us  in  opinion  as  to  the  afl"aflinationj  becaufe  conjedlures  are  not  fadtsj  but  we  think  we  have 

*  He  is  even  without  excufe,  fince  Counts  Lieven  and  Carlberg  who  liad  feen  the  body  of  the  Kintr,  as 
well  as  hinn,  affirm  pofitively  (according  to  Mr.  Coxe  in  his  firll  travels)  that  the  fllot  proceeded  ei'ther 
from  a  mulket  or  a  pillol.  What  tends  further  to  criminate  Siquier,  is  his  miflating  the  faft  fo  as  to  do 
away  with  the  idea  of  his  being  affaffinated.  Could  a  murderer^  we  aflc,  or  the  accomplice  of  a  murder,  da 
more. 

t  This  is  not  the  only  example  which  might  be  found  in  modern  hiilory  of  a  fovereign;  a  frightful  fuf. 
picion  of  whom  would  have  tarnifhed  the  memory,  but  that  the  fplendour  of  a  long  reign  has  caufcd  it  to 
be  forgot. 
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thrown  as  much  light  as  poITible  on  an  event  which  will  never  be  known  for  certain.  Our 
readers  will  appreciate  the  arguments  pro  and  contra,  and  will  judge  for  themfelves. 
We  are  very  bold  in  daring  tocontradid  Mr.  Goxe,  who  is  convinced  that  Charles  was 
ftruck  by  a  fmall  ball,  becaufc  from  the  ncareft  baftion,  he  was  not  more  than  from  five 
to  fix  hundred  yards  diftant ;  and  who,  farther  on,  is  Jure  that  the  King  was  killed  by  a 
ball  from  the  citadel,  and  ho-.cU^  contmdiils  the  affertions  of  thofe  who  pretend  that  he 
could  not  be  within  mufquet  fliot ;  a  pofition  which  nobody  of  fenfe  has  ever  maintained 
for  the  caufes  formerly  afligned.  We  are  not  fo  pofitive  of  our  affutliption  :  we  expofe 
our  doubts.      Mr.  Coxe  may  be  in  the  right  j    it  is  very  poflible  he  may  be  wrong. 

Chap.  XVIII.  —  Morals  of  the  Swedes.  —  Religion.  —  Laws.  —  Government.  —  Taxes. 

OF  all  the  nations  in  Europe,  that  which,  on  account  of  its  morals,  deferves  the 
higheft  rank,  is  incontedibly  the  Swedifh  nation.  The  people  are  naturally  good,  vir- 
tuous, and  attached  to  their  religion,  and  their  Sovereign.  Probity  is  general  among 
them.  In  1790  we  met  with  waggons  laden  with  the  knapfacks  of  the  foldiers  who 
died  in  Finland  ;  they  were  efcorted  by  a  certain  number  of  country  people,  who  were 
relieved  at  fucceffive  flages.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Scania,  that  is  to  fay  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceafed, 
the  eSefts  they  had  left  behind  them.  Frequently  have  we  left  our  carriage  open  in  the 
high  road  for  hours  together,  both  by  day  and  night,  but  never  did  we  mifs  a  fingle  ar- 
ticle. If  any  thing  can  tempt  a  Swede  to  appropriate  to  himfeif  the  property  of  another, 
it  is  brandy,  the  love  of  which  is  at  its  height  with  them ;  it  would  be  dangerous  to  leave 
it  within  his  reach  ;  for  frequently  the  temptation  is  too  ftrong  for  his  honoftv.  In  this 
cliarafter  of  the  people  we  fpeak  of  the  country  alone,  the  cities  being  as  con  up{  as  they 
are  found  elfewhere. 

The  Swedes  are  not  covetous  :  they  are  ever  content  with  what  you  give  them,  and 
oftentimes  afk  nothing  for  their  fervices.  They  are  fober  in  every  other  particular, 
brandy  excepted.  This  lamentable  habit  begins  in  infancy,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  caufes  of  the  depopulation  of  Sweden.  We  have  feen  children,  nine  or  ten 
years  of  age,  drink  fuch  large  glaffes  of  brandy  as  we  ourfelves  never  could  compafs  *. 

The  conflitution  of  the  fair  fex  is  frigid  ;  there  is,  neverthelefs,  no  dearth  of  liber- 
tinifm  in  great  towns  ;  there  it  begins  fometimes  earlier  than  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
is  carried  to  excefs  until  eighteen  or  twenty ;  the  young  folks  then  become  prudent, 
that  is  to  fay,  confine  themfelves  to  one  lover,  and  after  fome  years  marry,  commonly 
to  great  advantage,  the  men  not  regai'ding  in  the  lead  their  former  way  of  life. 

From  fo  much  debauchery  prevailing,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  venereal  complaints 
fliould  be  common,  as  they  are ;  and  what  is  more  unfortunate,  there  is  fcarccly  one 
man  in  Sweden,  on  whom  you  can  depend  on  occafion. 

The  habit  of  drinking,  far  from  being  peculiar  to  the  common  people,  prevails  among 
the  higher  clafles.  We  are  forry  to  have  to  confefs  that  it  is  not  unufual  to  fee  great 
noblemen  occafionally  on  rifing  from  table  unfit  for  ferious  avocations.  This  defeat 
does  not,  however,  diminilh  their  other  good  qualities,  (for  they  are  polite,  affeflionate, 
and  engaging,)  it  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as  a  vice  peculiar  to  the  country  than  to  in- 
dividuals, a  vice,  which,  however,  would  be  better  laid  afide.     Some  travellers  pretend 

*  The  glafs  of  brandy  is  calkd  yiu^  ;   the/ioar^e;W  of  the  French;  iht  tr'mkelt  oi  tlie  Germans  ;  car /u/> 
pfbur,  or  fomelhing  to  drink  your  honour. 
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that  women,  as  well  as  men,  drink  brandy  before  their  meals ;  this  is  falfe.  In  Sweden, 
as  in  other  countries,  brandy  is  the  beverage  of  none  but  a  certain  clafs  of  females,  and 
is  not  ufed  in  good  company. 

The  eftablifhed  religion  of  Sweden  Is  the  confeffion  of  Augfbourg,  without  any  vari« 
ation.  All  religions  are  tolerated  freely.  There  are  more  than  two  thoufand  catholics 
at  Stockholm  (where  they  have  a  cliurch),  and  within  the  kingdom  at  leaft  fix  thou- 
fand :  many  families  are  ellablifhed  in  Finland,  and  come  to  Stockholm  once  every 
year  or  two  to  fulfil  their  duties. 

We  mufl  mention  the  Skevikare,  who  inhabit  the  fmall  ifland,  Wermdaun,  near 
Stockholm.  They  are  a  remnanc  of  thofe  feftaries  who,  from  a  fcrupulofity  of  con- 
fcience.  feceded  from  the  Swedifh  church  in  1738.  In  the  beginning,  as  they  afte£ted 
to  continue  public  worfliip,  the  facraments,  and  particularly  priells,  they  necelTIirily  drew 
upon  themfelves  a  perfecution,  which  even  extended  to  banifhing  them  the  kingdom; 
but  in  1746  they  were  permitted  to  form  an  ellablifliment  in  the  ifland  of  Wermdoeun, 
where  they  bought  the  eftate  of  Skevik,  whence  they  are  called  Skevikarc.  There  is 
much  whimficality  in  their  doftrine,  but  their  lives  are  virtuous. 

The  Swedes  are  better  informed  thin  the  people  of  other  nations:  all  the  country 
people,  without  exception,  know  how  to  read  ;  hence  Guftavus  III.  whom  nothing 
efcaped,  and  who  was  reafonably  apprehenfive  of  the  eifeft  which  news  from  France 
might  have  atfiong  them,  forbid  any  notice,  whether  favourable  or  oiherwife,  of  our  re- 
volution to  be  taken  by  the  Swedifh  Gazetteers  ;  he  confidered  he  was  rendering  his 
fubje£ls  an  eflential  fervice  in  keeping  them  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fubjeft. 

The  code  of  laws  now  followed,  were  digelled  in  the  reign  of  Frederic  I.  They  are 
clear,  wife,  and  precife :  in  civil  actions  each  party  pays  his  own  cofiis,  the  lofer  never 
being  condemned  with  all  cofts.  The  criminal  laws  are  humane,  as  they  ought  to  be  in 
a  country  where  great  crimes  are  extremely  uncommon.  No  perfon  accufed  can  fuffer 
death  without  confefiing  his  crime.  Criminals  fentenced  to  die  are  beheaded.  There 
is  a  latin  tranilation  of  the  Swedifh  code  of  laws,  in  quarto. 

The  preface  of  the  law  of  Upland,  ameliorated  and  publifhed  by  Birger,  fon  of  Mag- 
nus, in  I  205,  begins  thus  : 

"  God  himfelf  made  the  firfl  laws,  and  fent  them  to  his  people  by  his  fervant  Mofes, 
the  firft  great  Judge  of  his  people:  fo,  likev^ife,  the  powerful  King  of  Sweden,  and 
Gothia  Byrghir,  fon  of  King  Magnus,  fends  this  book  of  the  precepts  of  Viger,  and  the 
laws  of  Upland,  to  all  thofe  dwelling  between  the  fea,  the  river  Sojva,  ffiudmorda  (the 
northern  foreft). 

"  Laws  lliould  be  pronounced  and  executed  for  the  government  of  all,  the  rich  as  well 
as  the  poor  ;  to  diftinguifh  what  is  jufi:,  and  what  unjuft.  It  ought  to  be  obferved  and 
pronounced  for  the  proteftion  of  the  poor  j  the  peace  of  the  wife  ;  it  fhould  exifl  for 
the  benefit  of  the  innocent  and  virtuous  man,  and  as  a  bar  to  the  criminal  and  wicked. 
The  country  ought  to  be  governed  by  law,  and  not  by  violence  ;  for  that  country  is  al- 
ways in  a  good  ftate  in  which  the  laws  are  obferved  :  if  all  men  were  juft  there  would 
be  no  need  of  laws. 

"  The  firft  inflitutor  of  thefe  laws  was  Viger  Spa  (that  is  to  fay  the  wife),  a  pagan  in 
the  time  of  paganifm;  he  was  fent  by  King  Ingiard.  What  we  have  found  in  his  col- 
leftion  applicable  to  every  body,  we  fliall  tranfcribe  into  this  book  ;  what  is  not  appli- 
cable, and  too  harfh,  fhall  omit:  what  was  unknown  to  the  pagans,  that  is  to  fay,  chrif- 
tian  andecclefiaftical  law,  we  fhall  add  at  the  beginning  of  this  book;  and  in  this  law 
ftiall  follow  our  ancellors,  Eric  the  Holy,  Byrghir  Jart  (that  is  to  fay  Duke  Byrghir), 
and  King  Magnus :  but  in  what  thereto  is  added  or  omitted,  we  iliall  follow  our  own 
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mJtture  deliberation,  with  thr^t  of  our  fenators,  which  ail  wife  men  will  applaud  :  tliis  is 
compofed  for  the  ufe  of  all  dwelling  as  we  have  defcribed. 

"  This  book  of  the  law  was  made  and  written  in  the  year  from  the  birth  of  God  1 295  : 
the  learned  lords  who  follow  being  prefent : — M.  Andre,  Provofl:  of  Upfal ;  M.  RcBud- 
Kceuldorflbn  ;  M.  Bendicl-Bofon  ;  Ulver  Lagmanllon  ;  Hagbarder  de  Suderby  ;  An- 
dre de  Forekarleby  ;  Thorften  deSambran  d'Attundalande  ;  M,  Philippe  de  Runeby  ; 
Jlakan,  the  great  provincial  Judge  j  Efkil-Skielghi,  Sighurd  the  Judge;  Jowan  Gala- 
bogher  de  Fiedhundraland  ;  Ulver  d'Oldmftum  ;  Gotric  and  Ulridin,  Judges  ;  befides 
thefe,  the  greater  part  of  the  learned  of  the  three  diflriQs  of  Upland,  as  well  judges  as 
feudatories  were  fummoned,  and  all  gave  their  confent  to  this  law,  which  Byrger  the 
great  judge  caufed  to  be  tranfcribed  in  this  book,  according  to  the  advice  of  all  thofe 
before-mentioned, 

"  V/e,  Byrghir,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Sweden  and  Gothia,faIute  all  thofe 
who  fhall  fee  this  letter,  with  the  falutation  of  God,  and  his  own,"  &c. 

N.  B.  It  is  difficult  to  tranflate  into  the  French  language,  and  preferve  the  energy  of 
the  ancient  Svvedifli  laws ;  the  Latin  language  is  better  adapted  for  expreffion  •,  add  to 
which  the  language  of  thefe  laws  is  widely  different  from  that  at  prefent  ufed  in  Swe- 
den, fo  much  fo  that  few  of  the  learned  ai'e  able  to  comprehend  and  appreciate  the  va- 
lue of  the  words. 

Torture  was  aboliflied  by  Guftavus  III.  j  another  benefit  conferred  on  Sweden  by  this 
Prince. 

It  does  not  form  any  part  of  our  plan  to  fpeak  at  large  of  governments  ;  we  fliall 
only  fay  that  the  government  of  Sweden  appears  to  us  more  perfedt,  than  thofe  the  moll 
extolled,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  nation  is  reprefented  at  the  diets ;  the  peafantry 
forms  a  fourth  order  in  the  ftate  ;  this  is  the  only  great  country  in  Europe  where  the 
cultivator  is  looked  upon  as  fomebody*.  It  might  be  pofTible  to  correft  fome  abufes 
which  exift  in  the  mode  of  eleflion  of  the  peafants,  and  the  number  of  members  at  the 
diet,  but  here  the  adage  maybe  applied;  the  beji  isjlillafoe  to  good.  The  Swedes,  con- 
tent with  enjoying  a  conftitution  preferable  to  that  of  other  people,  tolerate  the  fmall 
number  of  abufes  by  which  it  is  accompanied  ;  they  fear  damaging  the  trunk  in  lopping  . 
the  branches.  The  real,  and  poflibly  the  only  abufe,  in  the  Swedifii  conftitution,  is, 
that  it  is  impcffible  for  the  King  to  keep  where  he  is  placed  by  it ;  but  this  is  an  evil 
jvithout  a  remedy;  the  fovereign,  in  a  monarchical  and  hereditary  ftate,  muft  neceflarily, 
in  procels  of  time,  aflume  an  afcendency  over  the  other  powers,  of  whatfoever  defcrip- 
tion  they  may  bef.  Wherefore,  as  this  evil  is  infinitely  fmaller  than  that  of  being  go- 
verned by  an  eledtive  King,  we  prefer  the  Swedifti  conftitution,  which  we  regard  as 
being  moft  free  from  faults  of  any  that  we  know. 

The  taxes  are  numerous,  and  even  burthenfome  in  the  cities;  yet  do  they  produce 
but  an  inconfiderable  fum;  the  total  revenue  of  the  ftate  not  amounting  to  more  than 
thirty-three  millions  of  livres. 

Every  poft  under  the  government  is  liable  to  a  certain  tax,  fuch  perfons  as  hold  fe- 
veral,  pay  but  on  one,  but  that  is  always  the  molt  confiderable.  Thofe  who  have  the 
title  w  thout  being  adually  employed,  pay  double. 

*  The  fame  praflice  exifts  in  the  Tyrol,  a  fmall  province  belonging  to  the  Emperor.  In  France  we 
conceived  the  ptupk  were  reprefented  by  giving  a  double  reprefentation  to  the  tiers  elal,  as  if  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, and  coffee-houfe  politicians,  were  the  people.     What  an  abfurdity  ! 

-)-  If  lie  does  not  affiime  this  afcendancy  he  will  be  overwhelmed  ;  there  is  for  him  no  mean  ;  wherefore, 
in  order  to  dillinguiflu  which  of  the  two  be  preferable,  let  a  look  be  call  on  the  relative  fituationsof  England 
and  France. 
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The  taxes  confirt:  i.  of  a  perfonal  tax  ;  2.  of  an  Impoft  on  appointments,  revenues, 
and  funds  producing  income  ;  3.  a  tax  on  windows,  luxury,  horfes,  and  carriages,  fu- 
perfluous  fervants,  filk  furniture,  gilding,  and  watches,  (thefe  latter  taxes  were  laid  on 
by  the  diet  of  1789,  and  the  others  at  the  fame  time  encreafed  j)  4,  on  filk  *  drefTcs, 
fnuft",  and  tobacco,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  King's  different  palaces,  the  parliaments, 
and  the  fund  of  the  college  of  phyficians. 

There  exifts  a  book  on  the  impofts,  granted  by  the  dates  at  the  diet  of  1789  ;  they 
were  granted  until  the  next  feffions,  without  fixing  any  time.  V/e  are  ignorant  ifthat 
held  at  GeSe  in  1792  has  occafioned  any  change. 

Chap.  XX. — Population.  —  Commerce. 

SWEDEN  and  Finland  fill  a  large  fpace  of  country  ;  neverthelefs,  they  contain  no 
more  than  three  millions  of  people.  I'he  nature  of  the  foil  frequently  unfit  for  culti- 
vation ;  its  numerous  forefis,  and  the  feverity  of  the  climate  in  its  northern  parts,  all 
concur  to  the  want  of  population  in  Sweden.  The  frequent  ufe  of  brandy,  which  we 
before  have  noticed,  is  another  caufe  of  diminifhing  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  from 
the  great  number  of  viftims  who  die  before  they  reach  maturity,  or  who,  if  they  five, 
remain  in  confequence  unfit  for  procreation.  But  this  is  a  misfortune  which  we  mufl 
be  fatisfied  to  lament  j  we  confider  this  {hocking  habit  too  deeply  rooted  to  allow  of 
eradication  ;  it  is  too  inveterate  among  the  nations  of  the  north.  We  have  witnefTed 
the  diforders  of  which  the  populace  were  guilty,  upon  the  King's  prohibiting  the  peafan- 
try  from  diftilling  their  own  brandy  ;  nobody  can  deny  that  his  motive  was  good,  or 
that  in  a  country  in  want  of  grain,  it  is  abfurd  to  confume  a  part  thereof  in  brandy  ;  ne- 
verthelefs he  could  not  fucceed,  and  has  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  abufe  uncor- 
refted. 

The  commerce  of  Sweden  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  for  fome  years  back  has  been  in 
its  dis-favour.  Its  articles  of  merchandize  are  iron,  (the  moft  important,)  copper^  deals, 
pitch,  herrings,  allum,  he.  The  following  tables  will  give  a  perfeft  idea  of  the  ftate 
of  its  trade. 

Its  annual  importation  of  raw  and  clayed  fugars,  amounts  to  from  two  to  three  mil- 
lion pounds  weight ;  the  price  regulated  by  the  markets  at  Bourdeaux,  as  well  as  the 
the  price  of  refined  fugar  by  that  of  Hamburgh, 

One  great  abufe  exifis  in  this  country,  which  is  the  facility  that  bad-intentioned  men 
have  of  becoming  bankrupts  ;  his  account  once  rendered,  the  infolvent  gives  himfelf 
no  more  uneafinefs  ;  it  will  readily  be  feen  how  difcouraging  this  mud  be  to  a  certain 
elafs  of  men,  and  for  our  parts  we  are  at  lofs  to  conceive  how  an  abufe  of  fuch  magni- 
tude can  be  fuffered  any  longer  to  exift. 

*  The  fumptuary  laws  forbid  the  wearing  of  coloured  filk,  and  are  obferved.  The  common  drefs  in  filk 
Is  black,  with,  in  a  court  drefs,  an  addition  of  flame-coloured  filk  banks.  The  fumptuary  laws,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  number  of  difhes  allowed  to  be  ferved  up  at  table,  ara  lefs  rigoroufly  regarded.  We  have, 
however,  been  prefent  at  entertainments  at  which  they  were  obferved. 
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A  general  Account  of  the  Number  of  Ships  belonging  to 

each 

Town,  with  their 

Tonnage 

as  given  in 

1787. 

No. 

Under 

Above 

Of  500 

Total 

Towns. 

of 

J  00 

100 

Tons  and 

Tonnage. 

Veffels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

upwards. 

Bioeumebourg, 

10 

845 

546 

1.391 

956  \ 
1,0/8 

_  _        7 

Borgo, 

3 

244* 

412 

Braheftadt, 

6 

335  1 

742* 

Boftadt, 

9 

49% 

490  1% 

Gal  mar, 

49 

3.615  T 

3.615     T 

Cavlfcrona, 

46 

2,049  r\ 

3.739  i 

890^ 

6,679     » 
2,623     ^ 

Carlftiam, 

41 

1.979  -i 

644 

Chriftinceftadt, 

5 

2995 

727 

1,086     5 

1 

Chriftianftadt, 

2 

50455 

504     TO 

Cembritfham, 

I 

36 

36 

Ekinoes, 

10 

945  3 

945  -s 

Engelholm, 

I 

26 

26 

Falkenberg, 

2 

134 

134 

Gottenburg, 

200 

13.7  i6rV 

8,920  \ 

7.274 

29,970  -r'o 

Gefle, 

^l 

4.067  Ti 

2.545 10 

6,612    J 

Gamla  Carleby, 

16 

656 

3.382 

4,038 

Halmftadt, 

24 

1,07611 

264'  - 

'.341  /t 

Helfingbourg, 

10 

344  T 

344  \ 

Helfirgfors, 

10 

434 

"^ySSS 

582 

2,569 

Hudwickwall, 

3 

182  1 

182  1 

Hernofand, 

7 

281* 

994 

1,275  5 

Hallandflan, 

4 

153 

- 

153 

Jacobftadt, 

10 

706 

1,266 

1.972 

Kunghelf, 

•   6 

487 

218 

705 

Kongbacka, 

I 

22 

22 
38 

KuUen/kone, 

1 

38 

Landfcrana, 

iS 

1.074 1 

1.074  f 

Louifa, 

8 

633A- 

1,103 '1 

1,436  t\ 

Laholm, 

I 

291 

29  i 

Malmoc, 

33 

1,733 

742  1 

2.475  ! 

Marftrand, 

I 

26 

26 

Nycarleby, 

2 

230 

552 

782 

Norkioeuping,  ' 

33 

2,327  1 

2,265 

4.582  1 

NykioEuping, 

3 

>53  5 

153  i 

Nyftadt,  _ 

1 

40 

40 

Pofltallawick, 

I 

60 

00 

Piteo, 

2 

524 

524 

Skar.or, 

4 

j6i 

161 

Stockholm, 

259 

i7.698i§ 

25.6961 ! 

5,i79rJ 

48,574   /u 

Stromftadt, 

f      II 

775*i 

775  t' 

Sur.dfwall, 

I 

124 

124 

Soeudexham, 

I 

134 1 

134  t 

Torneo, 

2 

636 

636 

Uddewalla, 

74 

4.992  I 

2. 396  J 

700 

8,089  '^ 

U  coberg, 

22 

528 

4.2831 

^'^95'i 

6,007  7 

Umei, 

4 

203 

510=- 

713  r 

Warberg, 

18 

1,510  i 

1,510  ^ 

Wafa  or  Ka(k, 

7 

219 

i.790f 

2,009  I 

Wefterwik, 

35 

2,983  k 

1. 179 

41.62  5 

Wifby, 

71 

4.758ii 

926 

56,84  l-i 

Yftadt, 

35 

2,027   5 

220 

22,47  f. 

Abo, 

24 

1,778  1 

1344 

1,762 

48,84  \ 

CEurebro, 

1 

62 

62 

CEuregrund, 

19 

',353  i 

1.353  I 

Oftamraar, 

I 

60 

60 

1224 

79,13811 

68,8i6*| 

I9.239H 

i67,i95t  0 
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The  fummary  Account  of  the  Commerce  of  Sweden  with  the  different 
Powers  of  Europe  in  1 785. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

To    France, 
Fngland, 
Holland, 
Spain,                   1 
t'ortugal,              >■ 
Italy,                   3 
Ruffia, 

Denmark,            ~1 
Poland,                 1 
Pruffia,  and          j 
Germany,            J 

Total    value    of    Ex- 7 
ports  from  Sweden.  J 

In  French   money  24 
livres   to    the   Pound 
fterling. 

From  France, 
England, 
Holland, 
Spain,                "> 
Portugal,           >■ 
Italy,                 3 
Ruffia, 

Denmark,          "1 
Poland,                I 
Pruffia,  an4        j 
Germany, 

Total  value  of  Im-   1 
ports  in  Sweden.     J 

In  French  money  24 
livres   to   the  Pound 
fterling. 

Livres         Sous     Den. 
10,986,799      II       10 

8,344,298       0       0 
2,394,602       7       6 

3,886,141       17         0 
1,140,040        0         3 

10,608,993       4       ° 

Livres          Sous     Den. 
7,706,781       17       10 

3,081,469       0       0 

1,693,376       15         2 

3.»56,i53     17      0 
7,153,476    10      3 

14,343,618       7       6 

37,360,875      0      7 

37,134,876       7       7 

j                             Balance  of  Trade  between  Sweden  and  other  Countries 

• 

Livres       Sous    Den. 

Livres 

Sous 

Den. 

France, 

Sweden  exports  above  her  imports, 

3,280,017 

14 

0 

England, 
Holland, 

do.                      do. 

5,262,829 

do.                     do. 

701,225 

12 

4 

Spain,                               1 

Portugal,  and                   > 

do.                     do. 

729>988 

0 

0 

Italy, 

Ruffia,  the  imports  ex-  7 
ceed  the  exports  by,   J 

6,013,436     10       6 

St.  Bartholomew, 
Denmark,                          "J 

do.                     do. 

321,568 

10 

0 

Poland,                               / 

Pruffia,  and                      l" 

3,734,625        3        0 

Germany,                        J 

The  Eaft  India  Com-      J 
pany,                           S 

3,159,510      10        0 

Profit  of  Freight  to 
the  Swedes                 J 

From  one  foreign  port  to  another. 

600,000 

0 

0 

10,895,628 

j6 

4 

. 

Balance  tothedifadvantage  of  Sweden, 

2,111,943 

7 

2 

12,907,572       3       6 

12,^07,572 

3 

_6_ 
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Table  of  Exports 

from  Stockholm 

in  the 

Years  1786,  1790,  and  1792. 

j 

Iron  in  bars. 

17!<6. 

I  -90.' 

1792. 

183,942  Scliip.     15 

Lifp. 

223,382  Schip.        4 

Lifp. 

209,960 

Schip. 

10  Lifp. 

in    fmall  bars,  flat,  round,  Sec. 

18,417     do.        17 

do. 

19,290     do.          I 

do. 

5,888 

do. 

7   do. 

Anchors, 

194     do.         4 

do. 

'  867     do,        13 

do. 

361 

do. 

2    do. 

Tinned  iron,  &c. 

35     do.       16 

do. 

2     do.          7 

do. 

39 

do. 

Cannon, 

.     4,316     do.       14 

do. 

541     do.       13 

do. 

4,017 

do. 

4     do 

Ball, 

273     do.         2 

do. 

265     do.         6 

do. 

Calh  iron. 

195     do.       12 

do. 

207     do.       13 

do. 

739 

do. 

17      do. 

Iron  plates, 

4,867     do.          3 

do. 

4,144     do.         4 

do. 

2,017 

do. 

15      do. 

Nails, 

481     do.         6 

do. 

J  ,0-0    do.        7 

do. 

760 

do. 

5     do. 

Polilhed  iron  ware. 

439  rix-dol. 

241   rix-dol. 

Steel, 

4,232   fchip. 

2,948   fchip.      11 

lifp. 

2.5 '7 

do. 

19   do. 

Copper,  wrought. 

925  rix-dol. 

6 1    rix-dol. 

retined  or  pure. 

2,j74  fchip.       2 

lifp. 

3,148   fchip.      13 

lifp. 

1.319 

do. 

16     do. 

in  plates  or  coined. 

i,ioy     do.         9 

do. 

1,730     do.         5 

do.    ^ 

108 

do.- 

6    do. 

in  flieets. 

248     do.       II 

do. 

833     do.       16 

do. 

Brafs,                   -                   -     • 

3,311     do.       14 

do. 

2,762     do.        6 

do. 

96 

do. 

2    do. 

Alum,                   -                  -. 

1,876     do.         5 

do. 

888     do.       14 

do. 

1,556 

do. 

7    do. 

Vitriol  and  copperas, 

621     do.         6 

do. 

187     do.         8 

do. 

419 

do. 

Salt, 

40,241   tons 

5>7i3 

do. 

Beer, 

232  barrels 

169  barrels 

Herrings  and  fardines, 

5,013  tons 

5,068  tons 

2,211 

tons 

Herring  oil, 

S6 

do. 

Pitch, 

12,924     do. 

11,140  do. 

13.738 

do. 

Tar, 

75,661     do. 

95,464    do. 

59>+79 

do. 

Red  ochre, 

1,059  f^^'P- 

1,800  fchip. 

613 

fchip. 

17  lifp. 

Deals,  lefs  than  1 1  inch  thick, 

of  I  i  inch, 

2,085  <^ozen 

21,113 

deals 

lefs  than  2  inches  thick, 

26,700  deals 

from  2  to  2|  do. 

348,744   do. 

3  inches  do. 

6,172    do. 

Square  timber  and  fpars. 

1,202  pieces 

386  pieces 

1,021 

pieces 

Capftan  bars. 

303  dozen 

136  dozen 

Book  and  globes,  to  the  value  of 

1,540  rix-dol. 

603  rix-dol. 

Furniture,                            do. 

1,902     do. 

3,225     do. 

Wrought  filver,                    do. 

717     do. 

1,210     do. 

Morocco  leather  and  fliins,  do. 

14,011     do. 

8,907     do. 

Watches  and  clocks,           do. 

1 ,045     do. 

Divers  clothes,                     do. 

2,272     do. 

Flags  and  fails,                   doi 

973  Hx-dol, 

Oats, 

174  tons 

Tea, 

1,367  cafes 

Linen, 

1,305  pieces 

Gunpowder, 

5" 

barrels. 

Various  merchandize,  to  the  value  of 

9,315  rix-dol. 

3,600  rix-dol. 

. 
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A  Table  of  the  Imports  into 

Stockholm  in  the  Years  j 

786,  1790, 

and  1792. 

Oats,                    -      - 

tons 

1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

5.176 

5.41 1 

318 

Wheat, 

do. 

47>437 

n>454 

23,947 

Barley, 

do. 

72,983 

64,768 

32,733 

Malt, 

do. 

31,106 

41,716 

43''33 

Rye, 

do. 

192,530 

123-930 

59.689 

Peas, 

do. 

1,836 

11,349 

2,001 

Grits, 

do. 

316 

258 

114 

Wheat  flour. 

lifp. 

2,326 

34 

47 

Rye  do. 

tons 

5 

34 

294 

Arrack, 

awms 

35 

63 

127 

White  thread  ribbons,                  - 

- 

397 

318 

357 

Lead, 

fchip. 

897 

1,508 

444 

Litharge, 

lbs. 

7,291 

969 

1,896 

Pencils,  to  the  value  of 

rix-dol. 

58 

149 

218 

Cotton, 

lbs. 

143,181 

163,159 

195.321 

Brandy, 

awms 

86 

4,614 

351 

Cambrick, 

ells 

11,528 

16,255 

43,282 

Ducats, 

- 

2,000 

1,554 

750 

Cabillao, 

tons 

37 

67 

19 

Dried  cod. 

fchip. 

4,942 

4,127 

1,503 

do.  dried  differently. 

do. 

43 

39 

7 

Ling, 

do. 

822 

1,012 

745 

Hcrnngs, 

tons 

2,111 

2,216 

4,899 

Dried  fi(h, 

do. 

20 

3 

10 

Stockfifh, 

do, 

352 

338 

196 

Whalebone, 

lbs. 

2,4+9 

3, "7 

Feathers, 

do. 

_  _ 

140 

44 

337 

Swec't  oranges,                  -                      - 

No. 

20,140 

31,460 

24,550 

Lemons,                         " 

do. 

206,437 

342.909 

337,662 

Seville  Oranges, 

do. 

20,890 

22,595 

4-2,630 

Apples, 

tons 

846 

521 

1,059 

Alum, 

lifp. 

94 

68 

88 

Pruffian  blue. 

lbs. 

99 

192 

Other  blue, 

do. 

3.762 

7,982 

10,076 

Cerufe, 

do. 

111,396 

142,728 

120,879 

Brazil  wood, 

do. 

133^81 

74,488 

119,159 

Cennabar, 

do. 

2,216 

i,8ii 

1,864 

Cocheneal 

do 

4>057 

3.250 

5,788 

Pernambuco  wood, 

do. 

55-567 

26,066 

48,738 

Gallnuts,                      -     . 

do. 

7,589 

21,657 

55,653 

Gum, 

rix-dol. 

3.694 

3,179 

2,325 

Indigo,                          -                            - 

lbs. 

39.136 

25,819 

58,549 

Colours, 

do. 

57.309 

39.909 

63,303 

Carding  machines, 

rix-dol. 

161 

Red  chalk. 

lbs. 

1.377 

773 

1,969 

White  do. 

tons 

314 

525 

560 

Vermillion, 

lbs. 

6,041 

367 

9.950 

Roucou,  a  perfumed  cake  from  Cayenne,       rix-dol.  | 

786 

65. 

1,703 

Potaft, 

lbs. 

2,610 

5 '5  94 

Sandal  wood. 

rix-dol. 

559 

476 

941 

Shumuck, 

lbs. 

11,077 

3,900 

26,446 

Verdigreafe, 

do. 

771 

1,859 

4,465 

Umber  (colour). 

do. 

253 

522 

774 

Fau,        (do.) 

do. 

609 

430 

290 
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Table — continued. 


Vitriol, 

Soap, 

Plants  for  extraclion  of  colour, 

Colours, 

Ye'low  colour, 

Calamiiiaris, 

White  cotton  thread 

Red  do. 

Horfe-hair  do. 

Coarfe  thread, 

Dutch  do. 

Plaifter, 

Guinea  cloths. 

Pearl  barley, . 

Rice, 

Sago, 

Hemp, 

Colophaniuni, 

Ox  hides. 

Flax, 

Hards  of  hemp,  flax,  &c. 

Linen  cloth, 

Sole  leather, 

Upper  leather. 

Mineral  waters  in  ftone  bottles, 

in  glafs  do. 
Mudin, 
Olive  oil. 
Hemp  oil, 

Linfeed  and  turnip  oil. 
Oil  of  turpentine. 
Blue  paper. 
Brown  do. 
Grey  do. 

Writing  paper,  coarfe^ 
grey,  finer, 
large,  white, 
Pafteboard, 
Paper  vellum, 
I  letter, 

royal, 

common  writing, 
printing. 
Furs, 

China  ware, 
Quickfilver, 
Salt, 

Silk  gauzes. 
Silks, 

Silk,  Bologna, 
flowered, 
fpun, 
Coin, 
Anife, 
Anchovies, 
Borax, 


1786. 


lbs. 
do. 
rix-dol. 
lbs. 
do. 
rix-dol. 
lbs 
do 
do. 
do. 
do. 
tons 
ells 
lbs. 
do. 
do 
fchip. 
lifp. 
rix-dol. 
fchip. 
do, 
ells 
lbs. 
do. 


ells 

cans 

awms 

do. 

lbs. 
reams 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

rix-dol. 

reams 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 
rix-dol. 

do. 

lbs. 
tons 

ells 
rix-dol. 

do. 

lbs. 

do. 
rix-dol. 

lbs. 

do. 

do. 


1790. 


57 

37.634 

269 

24.339 

33'872 

3406 

551 

20,572 

8,120 

27.345 

■   487 

598 

216,215 

614 

84,260 

4.364 

6,33'' 

587 

8,814 

2,299 

676 

890 

118,504 

587 

17.274 

14,202 

8,167 

1 1,426 

777 

3.380 

230 

167 

341 

1.334 

36 

76 

486 

339 
1,268 

24 

3.376 
192 

7.095 
596 

915 

114.554 
15,909 
34,092 
20,385 

714 

13,440 

20,971 

28,105 

4,116 

1,122 


1792. 


98 
60,624 

1,324 
13.532 
i3>'76 

4.925 

15.144 

5,601 

17,081 

942 

45 
253,258 

1-935 

86,098 

3,620 

4.655 

255 

5.639 

1.563 

384 

752,920 

164,462 

5.6 

16,956 

12,177 

7.752 

9,107 

116 

536 

6.399 

431 

213 

256 

1,000 

20 

106 

55 

48 

1,115 

45 

3.448 

165 

5,868 

789 

3,850 

107,713 

65. 

963 
13,909 

735 

3.703 

20,000 

17.057 

3.063 

467 


433 
75,666 

645 
41,969 
31,063 
3''72 
27,012 
10,446 

3 '.448 

J, 208 

548 

59.434 

623 

185,864 

6,548 

4.895 
208 

33.625 

2,889 

244 

626 

237,107 

3.052 
21,876 
16,988 
55'2'5 
23.783 
55 
676 
20,970 

354 
156 

630 

2.574 
126 

116 
212 

70 
i.,6o4 

121 
5,902 

600 
8,r6o 

2.255 
1,908 

158,646 
25,072 

777 

24.554 

541 

9,028 

9,616 

27,192 

5.358 
869 


t8 


Table 
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Table — continued. 


Frcflch  plumbs, 
Caii-phor, 
Millet, 
Cinnamon, 
Cocoa, 
Coffee, 
Capers, 
Cardamom, 
Prunes, 
Cliocolate, 
I^emou  juicr, 
Citron,  candied. 
Currants, 
Fennel, 
F  igs, 
Ginger, 
Laurel  berrie«, 
leaves. 
Liquorice, 
Scented  waters, 
Almonds, 
Nutmegs, 
Mace, 
Cloves, 
Sattin, 
Olives, 
Pepper, 
Orange  peel, 
Raifons, 
Saffron, 
Muftard, 
Senna,  - 

Plumbs, 
Turpentine, 
Glaffes, 

I.ooking-glaffes, 
Tin-leaf  for  glaffes, 
Spirits  of  wine. 
Charcoal, 
Fiddle  firings, 
Sugar,  raw, 

clayed, 
Briftks, . 
Tin,  -   . 

Tobacco  leaf, 

manufaftured, 
Dutch, 
Wool,        .      - 
Spanifh, 
Bacon  (flaik). 
Sailed  meat  (kyott), 
Butter, 
Cheefe, 
Tallow, 
Wax, 
Wax  lights, 


Jbs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
cans 
lbs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
rix-dol. 
lbs. 
do., 
do. 
.  do. 
ells 
cans 
lbs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
tons 
lbs. 
do. 
,do. 
rix-dol. 
do. 
lbs. 
awms 
tons 
rix-dol. 
lbs. 
do. 
lifp. 
fchip. 
lbs. 
do. 
do. 

lifp. 

do. 

fchip. 

tons 

fchip. 

do. 

do. 

lbs. 

do. 


i-jS6. 


4.522 
1.120 

8',o3i 

1,260,298 
2,012 

432 
26,591 

427 

2,65  s 

636 

15,283 

16,859 

150,967 

3i'77S 

5.150 

3,502 

33.228 
508 

S3.472 
896 

527 
429 

765 

28,502 

32,967 

505,072 

195 

72 

1,402 

373,606 

20,291 

347 

2,074 

802 

486 

14,227 

90 

1,114,587 

1,210,951 

1,948 

^54 

331,626 

2,208 

392 

16,938 

1,426 

131 

255 

18 

222J 

1,100 

21,847 

10,592 


J  790. 


'       3.586 

1.774 

7,108 

3 

8,702 

1,044,426 

1.375 

288 

i3,Gc6 

24S 

5.507 

25,402 

2,928 

193,919 

32,412 

811 

2.733 

41,448 

836 

65,756 

459 

346 


527 
i8,6oS 

64.518 

687,063 

306 

79 
1,584 

388,960 

8,800 

236 

84+ 

377 

24 

6,020 

107 

1,406,705 

938,367 

''593 
136 

354.501 
548 
668 
22,647 
260 
4.650 
8ioi 

473 
3.i8Si 

714I 
2,728 

iS,776 


[792. 


1,588 

1.923 

12,225 

66 

988 
927,926 

2.304 

457 

27,052 

450 

3.931 

549 

8.333 

12,045 

146  982 

20,467 

2  786 

1,690 

80,084 

'.353 

94.159 

474 

196 

339 

117.443 

811 

22,848 

65,310 

217.73' 

331 

74 

929 

47i''74 

7.343 

510 

7,386 

873 

10 

22,174 

532 

1,665,774 

1,123,110 

2,849 

i6r 

403,041 
1,768 

469 

13.796 

2,079 

43' 
367 
107 

3.275 

'.563 

1,144 

26,159 


VOt.  VI. 


3Y 
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Sio 


FORTIA's    travels    in    SWEDEN. 


Table- 

-continued. 

French  wines. 

awms 

1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

5.150 

5.376 

5,661 

Rhenifh  and  Mofelle  wines. 

- 

do. 

194 

191 

346 

Spanifliand  Portuguefe  do. 

Vinegar, 

Drugs, 

- 

do. 

rix-dol. 

lbs. 

162 
179 

230J 
1,1775 

118 

55 
1,124 

Books, 

- 

rix-dol. 

1.955 

6,863 

Porter, 
Lemon  peel, 

^ 

cans 
lbs. 

3.382 
1,886 

5.433 

Flints, 
Diftilled  oils, 

- 

pieces 
lbs. 

232,000 
292 

209,000 

Sugar  in  loaves. 

- 

do. 

186,051 

202,113 

Antimony, 
Oil  of  vitriol. 

~ 

do. 

do. 

4,400 
9.131 

Chap.  XX. — Trade  in  Iron,  Steel,  Copper,  Brafs,  ts'c. — Money,  Weights,  and  Mea- 

fures  of  Sweden. 

IRON  is  the  moft  important  branch  of  Swedifh  commerce,  its  exports  thereof 
amounting  to  three  hundred  thoufand  fchippunds,  at  the  fmallefl:  computation,  being 
about  three-fourths  of  the  annual  produ6lion  of  the  niines.  -  :  , 

The  iron  warehoufe  at  Stockholm  is  fituated  near  the  fouthern  flood-gates,  where 
the  communication  takes  place  between  the  lake  Mailer  and  the  fea ;  it  is  an  immenfe 
building,  as  may  readily  be  imagined  when  remembered,  that  all  the  iron  embarked  at 
Stockholm  is  depofited  there.  Perfons  finding  themfelves  preifed  for  money,  can  bor- 
row of  the  bank  upon  their  iron  ;  the  bars  pledged  are,  on  fuch  occafions,  tied  together 
with  a.  firing,  which  is  fealed,  and  cannot  be  removed  until  difengaged  by  repayment. 


Statement  of  fuch  forges  as  work  fifteen  hundred  fchippunds  of  iron  and  upwards. 

Quantity 

worked  in 

No.  of 

Places  or  names  of  the  forges. 

fchippunds. 

Quality. 

hammers. 

Proprietors. 

Axmar  in  Geftricia, 

1,500 

good. 

2 

Beppen  and  Schinkell. 

Malengfbo  in  Dalccarlia, 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Madame  Ehrenhielm. 

Bakliammar  in  Wellmania, 

1,750 

good  and  infi;rior. 

2 

Jacob  Romfell. 

Boggo  in  Weilmania, 

2,127 

inferior. 

3 

Madame  Byuggren. 

Forfbackain  Geftricia, 

1,600 

do. 

2 

M.  Nordin. 

WelleniberiT  in  Nericia, 

1,800 

good. 

2 

M.  E.  Hoffllen. 

Watolma  in  Upland, 

2,000 

■    do. 

3 

Count  Brahc. 

Byorkborn  T 

- 

and          >  in  Vermeland, 

2,070 

inferior,  breaks  when  hot, 

3 

M.  Robfarafon. 

Bceufers,     J 

Lafena,  Nericia, 

1,748 

good. 

2 

M.  Haufloff. 

Gammelbo  in  Weftmania, 

2.875 

inferior. 

4 

Heiknfchoeulds. 

Wirfbo,  idem,. 

1.725 

good. 

2 

Baron  Silverfchoeuld. 

Larfto  in  Dalecarlia, 

2,200 

inft-rior, 

4 

Terfmeden. 

Engelfberg  in  Weftmania, 

1-539 

good, 

3 

Socudorhiclm.  ~ 

Forfmark  in  Upland, 

2.875 

do. 

4 

Uggla. 

Maroker  in  Helfingia, 

2.475 

breaks  when  hot. 

3 

\^'^erenbcrg. 

Table 
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Table — continued. 

Quantity 

worked  in 

No.  of 

Places  or  names  of  the  fcrges. 

fchippunds. 

Quality. 

hammers 

Proprietori!. 

Graninge  in  ^ngermania, 

2,000 

inferior,  breaks  when  hot. 

3 

Claffons. 

Gimo,           1 

Romc6U8,     >    Upland, 

^.875 

good  and  very  good. 

7 

Lefebvrc. 

Robersfors,  J 

Finoicer  in  Weftmania, 

i.9« 

good. 

3 

The  family  of  Ferfen. 

Kihlafors,  Hellingia, 

2,000 

inferior. 

3 

M.  Setons. 

Gravendahl,  Dalecarli?, 

2,450 

4 

The  family  of  Graves. 

Loefta,   Upland, 

9  to  10,000 

good. 

6 

Cliarles  de  Gcer. 

Hafsiefors  in  Nericia, 

•1.725 

good,  very  good. 

2 

Senior  Falkenbergs. 

CEufterby,  Upland, 

5  to  6,000 

inferior. 

4 

CErill. 

Lccgdoeu  and  Logfors,  Med. 

i'S^S 

do. 

2 

M.  Kraps 

Olofsfors,  Angermania, 

2,000 

do. 

3 

Paulii  and  Smaroeus. 

Koflvis,  Finland, 

1,500 

good. 

2 

Halfelgrenar. 

Okerby,   Upland, 

2,000 

inferior, 

3 

Ch.  de  Geer. 

Pauliftroeum,   Smaland, 

2,400 

good. 

4 

Peklius. 

Romnoes,  Weilmania, 

2,025 

breaks  when  hot. 

3 

Sa?uderhielm. 

Beinfhammar,  do. 

1,950 

inferior. 

2 

.hilin  Schoculds. 

Longwind,  Helfingia, 

1, 600 

good, 
inferior. 

2 

Stokenftroeum. 

Schebo,  Upland, 

2.275 

3 

Arvedfon. 

Nekficcu,  Geftricia, 

1,600 

good. 

2 

Ch.  Cederftroeum. 

Stromberg  and  Ulfors,  Upl. 

3,100 

do. 

4 

Ch.  de  Geer. 

Hocugbo,  Geftricia, 

1,625 

inferior, 

2 

Hyertas. 

Woxna,  Helfingia, 

1,900 

good. 

3 

Muller. 

Ki-akfors,  Nericia, 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Falcker. 

Suderfors,   Upland, 

1,840 

very  good. 

5 

Grill. 

Gyfinge,  Geftricia, 

1,800 

good. 

2 

Wittfohls. 

Ferna,  Weftmania, 

2,400 

inferior. 

4 

Rum  fell. 

Tolfors,  Geftricia, 

1,800 

good. 

2 

Soeiiderhielm. 

Finiping,  Oftrogothia, 

i,8io 

inferior. 

4 

J.  J.  de  Geer. 

Looedvicka,  Dalecarlia, 

2,400 

do. 

3 

Cederereutz. 

Hargs,   Upland, 

3,400 

good. 

2 

Baron  Oxenfticrn. 

There  are  altogether  t^ 

WO  hundred  and  ninety-nine  large 

forges,  which  furnifli 

-' 

22 

7,507  fchippunds, 

Befides  ninety-two  fma 

ler  ones,  belonging  to  focieties  of 

peafants,  which  furnifli 

- 

1 

8,236       do. 

Making  a  tot 

alof 

a>                                               m 

2455743       do. 

Thefe  eftablifliments  keep  three  hundred  and  feventy-three  hammers  at  work ;  in 
addition  to  thefe  are  twelve  others  of  no  great  confequence,  the  hammers  in  which  or 
produce  are  not  marked. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  ftatement  accounts  for  no  more  than  fuch  iron  as  is 
brought  for  fhipment  to  Stockholm ;  to  this  amount,  therefore,  will  be  to  be  added 
that  of  the  fliipments  from  other  ports,  as  Gefle,  Gottepburg,  &c.  and  that  of  the  fol- 
lowing tables. 

Note.  The  quantity  of  iron  defignated  is  that  which  is  allowed  to  be  forged, -the  pro- 
prietors, owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  wood  and  coal,  not  being  allowed  to  exceed  the  limited 
quantity.  With  refped  to  fteel  there  are  not  the  fame  prcfcriptions,  wherefore  the 
quantity  wrought  will  not  be  conflantly  the  fame  as  that  inferted  in  the  table, 

3^2  Forges 
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Forges  for  fteel. 


Hundreds  of 
packages  and  cafes. 


Nyquani  in  Sudermania, 
Rockfliolm,  Weftmania, 
Ferna,  do. 

Carlgiiftafstadt,  Siulermania, 
Skippfta,  do, 

Wijk  and  Wilmanfliytta,  Dalecarlia, 
Graninge,  Angormania, 
Wirfboda,   Nericia, 
Hellefors,  Weftmania, 
Remmens,  Vernieland, 
iSchifchyttan,  Weftmania, 
Gravendalil,  Dalecarlia, 
Brenninge,   Sudermania, 
Okerby,   Upland, 
CEiifterby,  do. 
^  DoringftcEU,  Dalecarlia, 
Wedevog,  Weftmania, 


i,ooo  to  1,200 

5  to  600 

J, 000  to  r,2oo 

1,500  to  2,000 

4  to  500 


Proprietor's  names. 


Baron  Leyonhufvied. 

Holmgren. 

Rumfell. 

Rothofs. 

Vahrendor£ 

Greiff. 

Claftbns. 

Robfam. 

Heikenfchoeulds, 

Mynnan. 

Ornfchosuld. 

The  family  of  Grave*. 

Poft. 

Chevalier  de  Geer. 

Grill. 

Vahrendorf. 

Ha'lencreutz. 


Forges  of  iron  plates. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors'  names. 

Rackhammar,  Weftmania, 

from  4  to  500 

Schulzenham. 

Roikeftiolm,  do. 

250  to  300 

Holmgren. 

Wedevog,  do. 

7,  to  400 

Hallencreutz. 

Ferna,  do. 

250  to  300 

Ramfell. 

Carlholm,  Upland, 

3  to  400 

Chevalier  de  Geer. 

Mariefors,  Weftrogothia, 

100  to  150 

Beckman. 

Sathers,  Dalecarlia, 

3  to  400 

Malmften. 

Skinflcatteberg,  Weftmania, 

4  to  500 

Hifings. 

Garphyttan,  Nericia, 

250  to  300 

Uggla. 

Gravendahl,  Dalecarlia, 

2  to  300 

Family  of  Graves. 

Hellefors,  Weftmania, 

2    to  300 

Heikenfchoeulds^ 

CUmefors,  Nericia, 

2   to  ^00 

Eften. 

Kiazllfall,  WeftrogQthia, 

150  to  200 

Count  de  Hordt. 

Frowinedra,  Weftmania, 

150  to  200 

Dahlhian. 

Frovvi  Off"ra,  do. 

2  to  300 

Foek. 

Giflarbo  Ofi"ra,  do. 

150  to  20Q 

Ornfchceuld* 

Boxholm,  Oftrogotliia, 

200  to  300 

Baren. 

Oloffsfors,  Angermania, 

200  to  300 

Pauhi  and  Smareus. 

Jaders,  Weftmania, 

100  to  150 

Mannerftrole. 

Brafs  manufaftories. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors'  names. 

Skultuna,  Weftmania, 

6  to  700 

Adlervall. 

Biurfors,  do. 

5  to  600 

Vahrendorff". 

Nykoping,  Sudermania, 

z8o  to  300 

Syoeuberg. 

Gufum,  Oftrogothia, 

400  to  450 

Spall'encreutz. 

Alius, 

400  to  450 

Wefterberg. 

Norkiccuping,  do. 

900  to  1 ,000 

Pafch. 

Manufaftories. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors. 

F'gerwick,  Nyland, 

fulphur, 

Hifingcrs. 

Dylta,  Nericia, 

250  to  300 

Okerhielm. 

Dylta,  do. 

vitriol, 

5  to  600 

Do. 

Fahlun,  Dalecarlia, 

5  to  600 

Gahn  and  Hermclin. 

Lceuiver,  Smaland, 

allvun. 

1,000  to  1,500 

Bufch. 

Kafvelos,  Weftrogothia, 

5  to  600 

Baron  Manercrewtz. 

Andrarum,   Scania, 

2  to  300 

Count  Piper. 

Hclierum,  Smaland, 

4  to  500 

Cederbaum. 

Garphyttan,  Nericia, 

900  to  1,000 

Uggla. 

Duties 
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Duties  payable  by  the  buyer  at  the  iron  warehoufe,  per  fchippund,  on  the[ 

articles  before  mentioned;   on 

Schillings. 

Roundfl. 

Iron  in  bars,              —       —                   — 

2 

7 

in  lots  or  packages,                          — 

.       5 

1 

in  thick  flieets,                 —                  -^ 

6 

I 

in  common  do.                      —                  — 

9 

3 

Breenflohl  fteel  in  packages  or  cafes,             — 

lO 

I 

Garffteel,                      do.                       — 

i6 

9 

Nails  of  2  inches  length,                 —                 — 

11 

11 

3  inches,                  —                 — 

lO 

7 

4,  5,  6,  do.             —                       — 

9 

3 

7,  and  upwards-,                     — 

7 

II 

Iron  tinned  and  manufaftured,                     — 

5 

n 

Cafl:  iron  or  lead,                                  •— 

2 

1 1 

Iron  cannon,                   —                 — 

2 

5 

Copper,  red,  yellow,  or  compofed  metal, 

4 

8 

Sulphur,  vitriol,  and  allum,           —                 — 

2 

If 

Anchors,             —                 —                      — 

I 

6 

Swedijh  Currency. 

1 

Gold  Money. 

Value  in 

the  Country. 

j^urity. 

Rix  dol. 

Schil, 

Carats       Grs. 

The  Adolphus,             — . 

5 

O 

23        3       • 

Ducat,               — 

1 

'  i6 

! 
1 

Old  Ducat,             — 

22            0 

Silver  Money. 

The  Dollar,  or  filver  crown, 

I 

Dollar,  or  copper  crown. 

3  to'the  dollar.            | 

Silver  mark,  Swedifh  mark. 

4 

Copper  mark,                 — 

12 

Siklar,  Slautar,  Styfver,  » 
•      CErSylber,                 '     \ 

' 

32 

CEer  Kypfer,  or  copper  cer,  i 
Rundfliickr,                            ] 

9^ 

CErleigs,             — 

128- 

Pfenninns,                   "— 

768 

Other  Money. 

Value  in 

rundiliicks. 

French 
Deniers,  Grains. 

The  double  fchlanten,  ftyfer. 

6 

Silver  ftyfer,           — 

9 

Carolin,                   — 

7S 

8 

Dollar  Carolin  or  doubleCarolin, 

^5° 

Plotte,  Bank  dollar. 

192 

Dollar  in  fpecie,  rix-dollar. 

266J 

10 

Ducatoon,                   — 

300 

II 

Currenty 
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Currency  of  Swe 

difj  Pomerania. 

Value  in  the  Country.             Purity. 

Kix-dol.                Carats.  Grains. 

The  gold  Adolphus,             — 

5 

Rix-doliar,             — 

I 

Florin  of  the  Empire, 

1 1  to  the  do.  rix-dol. 

Florin  of  Pomerania, 

3  to  do. 

Swedifh  mark,                 — 

6 

Grofchen,                 — 

24 

Schelling,                 — 

48 

Sefling,                  — 

96 

Altinwiten,                 — 

192 

Pfinnings,             — 

576 

ID 

»5 

28  den. 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
:  viz 


7 

91 

7^ 
9tV 


IS, 


lid. 


Value  in  French  and  Englijh  Money. 

French  Money.  SterUng. 

Liv.     Scius.  £.     s.       d. 

The  golden  ducat,  —  11 

Rix-dollar,  —  i 

Plotte,  —  —  I 

Silver  dollar,  —  o 

Schilling,  —  —  o 

The  ton  of  gold  is  100,000  filver  dollars,  clofe  upon  4000I.  fter. :  viz.  3993I. 
The  rix-dollar  is  worth  3  plottes ;  6  filver  dollars ;    18  copper  dollars;  48  fchiU 
lings,  and  192  flivers. 

Weight,  Value,  and  AJJize  of  Gold  and  Silver,  according  to  Ordonnance. 

The  mark  for  the  affize  of  gold  is  divided  into  24  carats,  the  carats  into  1 2  grains. 

The  mark  for  the  aflize  of  filver  is  divided  into  16  loths,  each  loth  into  18  grains. 

Wrought  filver  (hould  Ipe  13  loths  and  a  quarter  fine,  but  an  allowance  on  allaying  is 
made  of  one  eighth  part  of  a  loth. 

The  mark  of  gold  and  filver  is  moreover  compofed  of  1 6  loths,  64  quintlns,  or 
4284  affes. 

The  ordonnance  of  1664,  which  regulated  the  weight  of  coins,  is  flill  obferved  ;  ac- 
cording to  this,  one  mark  of  gold  makes  62  ducats,  and  of  filver,  five  rix-dollars  and 
one  fifth,  which  is  15  loths  2  grains  each ;  anfwering,  according  to  Tillet  and  Cateau, 
to  '^  ounces  5  grofs  i  o  grains  French  weight.  Cantzler  quotes  ordonnances  with  re- 
fpe<^  to  coin,  as  far  down  as  to  1706,  beginning  with  1594.  Within  that  interval  no 
alteration  had  been  made  in  the  ftandard  for  filver  coin. 

According  to  Cateau,  eight  rix-dollars  are  made  from  one  mark  of  filver,  of  the 
ftandard  of  1 4  loths  1  grain.     He  Hates  he  omitted  fradions. 

The  ftandard  of  the  ordonnance  correfponds  with  1  o  deniers  1 3  grains  French. 
From  authentic  expei'iments  made  at  Paris,  the  Swedifli  rix  dollar  weighs  i;4o  grains, 
and  is  ot  the  ftandard  of  10  deniers  10  grains.  The  ducat  weighs  6^  grains,  and  its 
ftandard  is  234^  carats. 

The  common  money  is  after  the  rate  of  50  rix-dollars  per  fchipund  of  272  pounds. 
Ever  fince  1745,  copper  flieets  have  not  been  current  as  money  ;  this  currency  has 
become  rare  even,  and  it  is  now  almoft  impoflible  to  procure  colledions  of  it  for  the 
cabinets  of  the  curious.  rj-,    j- 
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Thefe  fheets  were  made  of  a  very  foft  and  highly  malleable  copper,  hi  the  fliape  of  a 
long  fquare,  and  about  as  thick  as  three  half  crowns  laid  together,  and  were  marked  at 
the  four  corners  with  the  arms  of  Sweden  ;  in  the  middle  the  value  was  ftamped. 
Thofe  which  were  current  for  a  rix-dollar,  weighed  five  pounds  and  a  half. 

1 80  dolhrs /ilberniuMt,  or  540  dollars  koppenmmt,  m  fheets  of  tiie  value  of  4  dollars 
to  half  a  dollary?/^<?rOT?/72/,  or  from  12  dollars  koppernmnt,  were  made  from  a  fchippund 
of  320  pounds  provifion  weight.  900  dollars  of  copper  money  Ifampcd  and  rimmed, 
of  from  6  cers  to  half  an  oeer  keppenminty  from  one  fchippund  of  copper,  provifion 
weight. 

The  ftandard  of  the  pieces  of  one  ccer,  is         2  den.     8  grs. 

of  thofe     —   of  four  cers,        —        3  18 

of  thofe    —    from  5  to  1  o,      —        5  8 

In  17 1 6,  pieces  of  five  and  fix  oers  were  coined  much  inferior  to  the  ftandard  of  the 
coins  before  mentioned. 

Imprejfims. 

The  golden  ducat  has  the  King's  head  on  one  fide  with  his  name  in  latin,  and  this 
legend  :  D.  G.  Rex  Sueci^e  ;  on  the  other  a  circular  fhield,  the  ground  azure,  with 
three  golden  crowns  furrounded  by  the  chain  of  the  order  of  the  Seraphim,  and  this 
legend  :  Faderneslandet.  The  date  is  under  the  fliield,  and  is  divided  by  the  crofs 
of  the  order  which  alfo  difjoins  thefe  two  letters  O  L  diflinguifhed  above  the  date. 

The  imprelfion  on  the  rix-dollars,  plottes,  and  double  plottes  is  fimilar  to  that  on  the 
ducats,  except  that  on  the  field  of  the  reverfe,  the  value  for  which  they  are  current  is 
ftamped,  and  on  the  rim  is  feen  this  legend:  Ne  ladar  avaris  manibus.  The  fmaller 
filver  pieces  have  the  initial  of  the  Sovereign  on  one  fide,  and  within  his  diftinguifhing 
cypher  with  the  fingle  word  :  FaderncJIandct  ;  on  the  oppofite  fide  they  have  the  fame 
fliield  as  the  ducats,  but  without  the  chain.  On  the  right  of  the  field  the  value  is 
ftamped,  and  R.  O.  M.  on  the  left,  in  a  line  with  the  figures. 

The  copper  coins  have  an  argent  fhield  with  three  bars  undulated  with  azure,  a  lion 
crowned,  with  his  throat  ftrongly  marked,  and  an  abridged  legend  compofed  of  the  ini- 
tial of  the  Sovereign  with  his  diftinguifhing  cypher,  and  S.  ,G.  V.  R.  The  three 
crowns  which  form  the  arms  of  Sweden,  are  placed  one  on  the  dexter  fide,  the  other  on 
the  finifter,  and  the  third  at  the  bottom  of  the  fliield.  On  the  other  fide  are  two  ar- 
rows making  a  St.  Andrew's  Crofs,  with  the  crown  of  Sweden,  the  date  and  a  mark 
exprefTive  of  the  value.  Late  coins  have  a  chain  round  the  rim.  The  rundfliick  has 
three  crowns  on  one  fide,  and  above  them  G.  R.  S.,  below  is  the  date  ;  on  the  other 
fide  is  a  fhield  with  two  arrows  forming  a  St.  Andrew's  crofs;  on  the  right  of  the  fliield  is 
figure  off.  and  the  letter  K.,  on  the  left  the  two  letters  O.  R.,  below  which  M.  is  placed. 

Ohfervations. 

The  Swedifli  coins  are  generally  well  ftruck,  particularly  thofe  of  gold  and  filver. 
Little  fpecie  of  the  coinage  of  the  country  is  feen  in  circulation,  but  a  number  of  Dutch 
ducats.  They  are  exchanged  at  par  for  thofe  of  Sweden,  notwithftanding  the  Dutch 
ducat  be  only  23  carats  5  grains  fine.  Somewhat  more  of  the  filver  coin  is  in  circula- 
tion ;  they,  as  well  as  thofe  of  gold  are  ftamped  with  the  greateft  nicety,  and  in  confe- 
quence  are  in  high  eftimation  ;  the  exportation  of  them  is  rigidly  prohibited,  as  well  as 
the  copper  coinage,  which  offers  a  gain  of  30  per  cent. 

There  is  no  fixed  relation  of  value  between  gold  and  filver  in  Sweden.  In  1755, 
the  proportion  was  \  to  18,  which  is  difficult  to  believe;  in  Swedifli  Ponierania  it  is 
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I  to  1 6.     The  Svvedifh  rix-dollar,  although  it  have  the  advantage  in  purity  over  that  of 
Holland  by  one  grain  as  well  as  that  of  Hamburgh,  is  yet  exchanged  with  both  at  par. 

There  is  regularly  but  one  mint  in  Sweden,  which  is  at  Stockholm:  although  in 
Dalecarlia  there  be  a  copper  coinage  on  which  the  arms  of  the  province  are  ilamped, 
and  whiqh  has  currency  throughout  that  country  and  its  neighbourhood. 

The  accounts  of  the  crown  are  kept  in  dolhrs  Ji/bermunt,  as  are  accounts  in  general 
in  Scania,  Halland,  Bleking,  and  Gottenburgh  ;  in  thefe  parts  moft  payments  are  made 
in  paper.  Bank  notes  are  confidered  as  cafh,  and  are  even  frequently  taken  with  greater 
avidity.  The  paper  of  the  States,  particularly  that  of  Finland  recently  called  in,  are  at 
a  fmaller  or  greater  difcount  according  to  circumftances.  Merchants  keep  their  ac- 
counts in  dollars  and  oers.  The  fchelling  or  fcaling  is  an  imaginary  money,  48  of  which 
go  to  the  dollar. 

Although  the  exchange  between  Sweden  and  other  countries  varies  according  to  the 
balance  of  trade,  by  the  ordonnance  of  1776  the  courfe  was  fixed  as  under. 

On  Amflerdam,  -  45  fchillings  per  rix-dollar  current. 

Copenhagen,  -  100  rix-doUars  fpecie  per  120  rix-dollars  current. 

Spain,         -  -  41  fchiUings  per  ducat  of  exchange. 

Hamburgh,  -  47  fchillings  per  rix-dollar  banco. 

Lifbon,         -  -  22  fchiUings  per  crufado  of  400  ries. 

London,  -  4  rix-doliars  15  fchillings  per  pound  fterling. 

Paris,  -  -  25  fchillings  per  Ecu  de  60  fous  Tournois. 

Stralfund,  -  100  rix-dollars  fpecie  per  132  rix-dollars  of  Pomerania. 

Extract  of  the  Royal  Ordonnance  relative  to  Money,  of  the  ijth  November,  1776. 

No  one  whatfoever  fliall  be  obliged,  in  payments  above  the  value  oT  a  rix-dollar,  to 
receive  a  larger  quantity  of  fmall  copper  coin  at  one  time  than  half  a  rix-dollar. 

Gold  coins  being  requifite  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  Swedifh  ducats  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Holland,  of  full  weight,  and  with  a  chain  round  the  ridge,  (hall  be  received  in 
circulation  in  concurrence  with  the  rix-dollar  at  the  rate  of  94  {killings  or  i  rix-dollar 
46  Ikillings ;  which  in  currency  amounts  at  the  period  of  the  date  of  this  to  35  dollars 
8  oers  in  copper  money,  or  1 1  dollars  24  (srs  Jilhennunt. 

All  purchafes,  fales,  and  tranfadions  of  every  defcription  regarding  money,  and  being- 
in  writing,  fhall  be  ftipulated  from  the  commencement  of  the  enfuing  vear  in  rix-dollars, 
and  in  default  of  compliance  with  this  ordonnance,  fhall  be  deemed  illegal. 

Weights  of  Sweden  and  Stralfund. 
The  Skolpfund  is  1  lb.  which  is  divided  into 
32  —  •—  Loths, 

96  —  Ouintins, 

132  —  —  Dragmes, 

and  1848  —  —  Affes. 

The  four  weights  ufed  in  trade  contain                   —  A^es. 

The  weight  for  provifions.     Vigt.             —                 -r-  8848 

Mark,  miner's  weight.     Bergverkfvigt.                   —  7221 
Mark,  Flat  country  or  Town  weight.  Lund  och  Stadts  vigt.  7078 

Pound,  Apothecaries*  weight,                 —                 —  7416 

The  Sten,                —                -^                 —            '" —  *      32  lbs. 

Lifpund,             —                _-                 __              .^  20 

2  16  Lif- 
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16  LiTpunds  ■3l  Jiapk  fchippund,  20  lifpunds  a  fchippund.  The  fchippund  of  Stral- 
fiind,  commercial  weight,  is  20  lifpunds  or  2S0  lbs. ;  the  centner,  8  lifpunds  or  1 12  lbs. ; 
tee  ften,  10  lbs.  In  grocers'  and  other  Ihops,  a  weight  is  ufed  3^  percent,  lighter  th;m 
that  ufed  in  trade,  fpoken  of  higher  up. 

The  Swedifh  as  correfponds  exactly  with  the  as  Troy  of  Holland. 

The  pound  *,  ox  Jliolpfimd  weighs  i  mark  7  ounces  7  grains,  8  grains  poid  de  mare 
French. 

Dry  Meafures. 

Value  in  the  Country,  Cubic  French  inches. 

+  The  Tunna  or  ion  contains  —  7386 

Spanns,                 —  —  *  2 

Half  fpanns,              —  —  4 

Fierdings  or  Viertels,  —  8 

Koppars,                 —  —  32                231 

Kanne,                 —  —  56                xyi 

Stoppe,                     —  —  112 

VzL'arter,                     —  —  448 

Jungfre  csrt,             —  —  1792 

Meafures  for  Dry  Goods. 

Value  in  the  Country.  French  cubic  inch«« 

The  ordinary  laft,  ~) 

Laft  or  ton  of  1000  herrings,      \        —         12  tons. 

—  of  foreign  beer,  j 

—  of  tar,  pitch,  whale  oil,  afhes, 

—  of  Spanifli  or  French  fait,  — 

—  Hemp,  flax,  cordage,  hops,  tallow, 

The  barrel  of  malt,  —  — 

of  fait  and  lime,  — 

Ton  of  wheat  rye,  barley,  oats  and  peas. 


13  tons. 

18  tons. 

120  lifpunds. 

vannea. 

es 

8771 

59 

7848 

63 

1210 

* 


100  lbs.  Swedifh  weight  is  equal  to  93  lbs.  7  ounces  Erglifh.     The  Englilh  pounds  confequently  con- 
taia  9523  afles/trf ,  of  Swedidi  weight,  and  is  heavier  than  the  Swediih  in  the  proportion  of  320  to  295. 
The  llaple  fchippund  weighs  therefore  of  Avoirdupois  weight  Englifh,  2-99  lbs. 

The  fchippund  (of  20  lifpunds),  —  —  373l  lbs. 

Thelifpund,  —  —  —  i8|J,  lbs. 

,     The  fliopfund,         —  —  —      _        14  oz.  i5^?5  drannj. 

f   Reduftion  of  the  table  of  meafures  of  capacity  to  Englifh  tneafure,  computing  7386  French  inchei  to 
the  tunna,  and  the  French  foot  to  be  to  the  EnglKh  as  |o6S  to  icco. 

The  tunna  will  contain  7S88  inches  Englifh,  or  ^8  fSt|  Gallons  Winchcfter  Dry  meafure. 

Spann,  _  _  —  ij^^^^^ 

Halfspan,  —  —  7/,%% 

Viertei,  —  —  3f4i< 

Koppar,  rather  more  than  '  J  of  a  gallon. 

Kanne,  rather  more  than  half  a  gallon. 

Stoppe,  a  quart. 

Qwater,  half  a  pint. 

Junfre  oert,  ^'j  do. 

The  laft  of  twelve  tons,  347  gallons  and  iipwards,  of  thirteen,  376  gallons,  and  of  eighteen,  jli^  gaK 
tons.     One  ton  Englifh  Avoirdupois,  and  2!-  lbs. 
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At  Stralfund. 

Value  In  the  Country.  French  cubic  inches. 

The  laft  contains,  com  meafure,  Drcemts,  8 

Barils,  32             5892 

SchefFels,  96             ^964 

Fehrts,  384 

Metzers,  1586 


Meafures  of  capacity  of  Liquids. 


One  Freder  or  Vat  contains 

Pipes 

Oxhofts,  •  - 

Ahms, 

Nembares  or  Eimers, 

Omkares, 

Kannes, 

Stoppes, 

Quarters, 

jungfres,         _         -        - 

At  Stralfund. 
One  Stubgen  contains 
Pottes, 

The  other  meafures  the  fame  as 
are  ufed  at  Hamburgh. 


Value 

French 

in  the  country. 

Inches. 

2 

5 

6 

12 

35960 

24 

1,980 

360 

132 

720 

66 

2,8So 

11,520 

1 

196 

4 

49 

Inch 


Added  by  tranflat.r. 
Englifh. 


es. 


423,928 

2 1 1,964 

14,098 

7>049 


209,3 

52,34 


Winched  er 
Wine    Meafure. 


Gallons. 
220 
110 

06 


Dec. 
1 
I 


18 

9 


35 

•7 

612 

30 
018 


906 
226 


Long  Meafures,  fuch  as  are  if cd for  Cloths 
Work,  and  DUiances. 

,  Carpenter's 

The  foot  contains 

Inches, 

Lines, 

The  ell,  or  alien,  contains  feet, 

Fatn,  or  fathom, 

\Riethe,  or  perch. 

1 

12 

144 
2 

6 
16 

I'rtnch  lines 

131  6 

236  2 

Englifh. 

140  5 

281   0 
843  4 

Th« 
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French.  Engllfh. 

The  Swedifli  mile  confids  of  feet  36,000,      32,500,         6  miles  *|-Jths. 
_  For  carpenter's  work,  a  meafure  of  a  foot  of  10  inches,   or  iitmbs,  in  length,  is  ufed, 
divided  into  10  lines,  which  are  again  fub-dividcd  into  ten  other  parts. 
The  tuna,  a  meafure  ufed  in  carpenter's  work,  is  46,772  fquarefeet. 

At  StralfunJ 

The  Pomeranian  foot  is  125  French  lines. 
Ell  is  258. 
In  Sweden  after  meafuring  by  the  ftrike  an  addition  is  given  to  the  buyer  of  four 
kappcrs,  on  every  meafure  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  peas;  and  fix  kappers'  upon  each 
ton  of  fait,  or  lime. 


Chap.  XXI.  —  Route  from  Stockholm  to  Upfal,  byGiipJholm,  Okcr,  Eljkil/luna^  Skultuna, 

and  We/lcros. 

WE  left  Stockholm  by  the  fame  road  we  arrived  on  coming  from  Gottenbur?. 
After  croffing  the  fouthern  fuburbs,  of  a  prodigious  length  and  mofl:  wretchedly  paved, 
we  reached  Gripfholm  by  Fitja,  Saudertilje,  and  Kumla  ;  over  a  fuperb  road  fix  miles 
and  feven  eighths  in  length.  Haifa  mile  beyond  Fitja,  you  have  a  charming  profpedt 
of  a  lake  lying  along  the  left  of  the  road.  Half  a  mile  from  Sceuderteljc,  on  the  left  is 
a  handfome  chateau,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the  lake,  belonging  to  the  Prefident 
Eyriengranat.  Before  we  arrived  at  Gripfholm,  we  crofled  one  of  the  extremities 
of  lake  Mceler,  over  a  bridge  at  a  place  called  Layfladt.  There  it  is  that  the  iron  and 
cannon  from  the  foundry  of  Oker,  and  the  neighbouring  forges,  are  embarked  for 
Stockholm.     Mr.  Vahrendorf  had  begun  building  two  warehoufes  there. 

GripJl:>ohn  is  an  ancient  royal  chateau,  to  which  the  court  formerly  wentveryfi-equently  • 
it  has  not  been  thither  fince  1784.     The  firft  court  is  abfolutely  irregular;  the  build- 
ing of  brick  ;  a  large  tower  at  the  bottom  of  the  court.     There  are  four  of  them  of 
unequal  fize,  and  irregularly  difpofed.     In  the  firfl  court  are  two  calverins  in  bronze 
fifteen  and  feventeen  feet  in  length,  the  caliber  feven  inches  ;  we  efleemcd  them  forty- 
eight-pounders.     They  each  weigh  eighty-five  fchippunds,  and  were  taken  from  the 
Ruffians  in  1581,  at  the  fiege  of  Iwanogorod,  by  Baron  Pontus  de  la  Gardie:  feveral 
times  has  it  been  in  contemplation  to  found  them.     The  infcriptions  upon  them  are  in 
Ruffian  characters,  and  ftate  them  to  have  been  caft  in  7085,  and  7087,   (1577,  and 
1579,)  by  the  Czar  Iwan  Bafilowitz;  fome  marks  of  ffiot  which  have  ftruck  it  are  vifi- 
ble  on  the  fmaller  piece.     Thence  a  vault  leads  into  a  very  fmall  court.     The  interior 
of  the  chateau  prefents  nothing  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  King's  apartments  are  twenty- 
feven  portraits  of  Turkifh  Emperors,  from  Ofman  I.  who  died  in  1326,10  Abdulhamid, 
the  lall  Emperor  deceafed.     In  the  bed-chamber  is  an  iron  chair,  ufed  by  Guftavus 
Vafa.     Above  in  a  tower,  is  a  pretty  divan ;  the  walls  of  it  are  nine  feet  thick  ;  it  is 
very  handfomely  furniffied,  and  commands  a  charming  view  of  the  lake.     In  another 
tower  is  an  apartment  in  which  Eric  XIV.  was  confined  for  two  years  ;  it  is  of  an  irre- 
gular figure,  and  feventeen  feet  long  at  its  greateft  length  ;  it  is  lighted  by  three  fmall 
windows  with  iron  bars.     The  theatre  is  fmall,  but  very  handfome.     It  is  fupported  by 

322  fixteen 
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fixteen  fluted  columns,  which,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  body  of  the  theatre,    which 
forms  a  demi-circle  up  to  the  ftage  of  forty  feet  in  diameter,  are  gilt.    In  the  apartment 
of  the  Princefs,  the  late  King's  fifter,  is  the  buft  of  a  woman  veiled,  compofed  of  three 
different  kinds  of  marble.     In  that  of  the  Queen  is  a  fmall  copy  of  the  Borghefe  her- 
maphrodite.    In  the  reading-room,  two  vafes  of  Ruffian  marble.     The  moft  remark- 
able contents  of  this  chateau  are  its  nuiiierous  colleclion  of  portraits  of  the  Princes 
andPrinceffes  of  Eui-ope,  fince  the  time  of  Guftavus  Valii ;  it  is  very  confiderable,  yet 
not  complete.     In  a  long  gallery,  which  ferves  as  a  dining-room,  are  the  portraits  of  the 
different  Sovereigns  contemporary  with  Guftavus  Vafa  ;    and  in  the  faloon,  which  is  a 
large  rotunda  of  more  than  forty  feet  in  diameter  ;  in  the  great  tower  are  thofe  of   the 
Sovereigns  who  reigned  at  the  time  Guftavus  III.  afcended  the  throne.     The  firft,  that 
is  to  fay  thofe  of  the  time  of  Guftavus  Vafa,   are  Francis  I.  King  of  France,    taken  ia 
1542,  when  forty-eight  years  of  age.     Sigifmundl.  King  of  Poland,  who  died  in  1548,. 
eighty-one  years  of  age.     The  Emperor  Maximilian,  1519  (the  year  of  his  death,)  fifty- 
nine  years  old.     Charles  V.  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain  when  thirty  years  of  age,  in 
1530;   he  died  in  his  fifty- eighth  year.     Ferdinand  I.  )s\ng  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
a"-ed  twenty-nine  years,  1531,  he  died  in  1564.     Lewis  II.  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, killed  in  battle  in  the  year  1525,   in  his  twentieth  year.     Frederic,  Duke  and 
Elector  of  Saxony,  1525;  he  died  aged  fixty-two.     /oZ»«,  Duke  of  Saxony,   died  in 
1 532,  in  his  fixty-third  year.     Joachim,  Margrave  of  Brandenburg,  died  1571,  fixty-fix 
years  old  ;  was  painted  in  1547-     Henry,  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg,  died  in 
J578,  feventy-nineyears  old.     [T77//'^;«,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  died  in  1550, 
fiHy-feven  years  old.     G^or^£',  Duke  of  Saxony,  died  in  1539,  fixty-eight  years  old,  his 
likenefs  taken  when  fifty-nine.     Eric,  Duke  of  Brunfwick  ;  he  died  in  1540  j    feventy 
years  of  age,  painted  when  6t^.     Henry,  Duke  of  Saxony,  died  in  1541,  fixty-eight 
years  old,  painted  when  fifty-eight.      Henry,  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin,  died 
in  1572,   ninety-three  years  old,  painted  in  1534-      Albert,  Duke  of  Mecklenburg, 
died  in  1547,  fixty  years  old.     Andrew  de  Greii,  Doge  of  Venice,  died  at  the  begin- 
nino-  of  the  i6th  century,  painted  in  1533.     Stephen  Schlick,  Count  of  Baffau.     George, 
de  Fronfberg,  ff  wf J-  auratus.     Philippe,  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin,  died  in  1557, 
at  forty-three  years,  painted  when  twenty.     Chri/lopher,  Duke  of  Wirteraberg,  died  in 
1568,  painted  when  eighteen.     John  II.  jurJoi*,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine  and  Deux 
Ponts,  died  in  1 534,  fifty-one  years  of  age.     John,  fenior.  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine 
and  Deux  Ponts,  died  in  1604,  fifty-four  years  old.     Wolfgarig,  Count  Palatine  of  th^ 
Rhine,  died  in  France  in  1569,  forty-three  years  of  age.     John,  Margrave  of  Braden- 
burg  and  Pomerania,  died  in  157 1,  fifty-eight  years  old,  was  painted  when  eighteen. 
Rene,  Count  de  Naffau,  Prince  of  Orange,  painted  when  thirteen  years  old.     Emeji, 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenberg,  died  in  1546,  forty- nine  years  old.     Philip,  Land- 
grave of  Heffe,  he  died  in  1567,  aged  fixty-three  years,  painted  when  thirty.     Ulric, 
Duke  of  Wirtemberg,   Count  de  Montbeliard,  died  in  1550,  aged  fixty-three  years, 
painted  when  forty-fix.    Joachim,  Margrave  of  Brandenburg,  Duke  of  Pomerania,  died 
in  1535,  aged  fifty-one  years.     John  Frederic,  Duke  o(  Saxony,  died  in   1534,  aged 
fiftv-one  years.     Henry  VIII.  King  of  England,  who  died  in  1547,  aged  fifty-fix  years, 
painted  when  fifty-one.     Guftavus  I.  taken  in  1 542.     Eric  XIV.     Thofe  of  the  grand 
rotunda,  zxe  Guftavus  III.  ;  Jofeph  IL  ;   Catharine,   of   Ruffia;   George  III.  King  of 
Encrland  ;  Ferdinand  IV.  King  of  Naples  ;  Maria  Frances  Ifabella,  Queen  of  Portugal; 
ChnjUan  VII.  King  of  Denmark  ;    Lewis  XV.  King  of  France  ;   Charles  III.  King  of 
Spain;    Abdulhamid,   the  Turkifti  Emperor  ;    Staniflaus  Auguftus,  King  of  Poland  ; 
Frederic  II.  Kingof  Pruffia  j   Victor  Amadius,  King  of  Sardinia;   the  Emprefs  Maria 
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Therefa  ;  Pius  VI.  the  Pope  ;  Ferdinand  Lewis,  infant  of  Parma  ;"  Maria  Amelia,  in- 
fanta of  Farma.  Thofe  in  italics  are  half  lengths,  fuch  as  are  in  Roman  charafters  at 
full  length.     The  difference  of  the  dreffes  has  a  very  pleafing  effeft. 

It  is  not  exadly  known  at  what  period  this  chateau  was  built ;  all  that  is  certain  is 
that  the  Chevalier  Harald  Torflbn,  was  the  firfl:  mentioned  pofTeffor  in  1280.  In  the 
fucceeding  century  it  belonged  to  the  Grand  Chancellor,  Bo  John/on  Grips,  (without 
any  account  how  it  became  his  ;)  from  whom  it  received  the  name  of  Gripfliolm  ;  he 
was  mafter  of  it  in  1383.  In  1396,  his  fon,  Knut  Bofon  Grips,  fold  it  for  a  trifle  to 
<2ueen  Margaret.  K.ing  Eric  XIII.  of  Pomerania,  poffefled  it  in  1434.  The  Keeper 
has  a  publication  in  the  Swedifh  language,  which  gives  more  ample  information  refpect- 
ing  the  CaiHe.  In  the  immediate  vicinity,  is  the  town  of  Mariefred,  very  fmall,  not 
containing  more  than  four  hundred  inhabitants,  and  poffeiiing  nothing  worthy  of 
notice. 

Dijlillcry. — Near  to  Gripfholm  is  the  mofi:  confiderable  diflillery  in  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  three-fourths  of  it  belongs  to  Mr.  Vahrendorf,  and  the  remaining  fourth  to 
Gen.  Duwal.  It  has  been  granted  them  by  the  crown  for  twenty  years  ;  their  privilege 
expires  in  179  c,  when  it  will  belong  entirely  to  the  King.  The  firfl:  expences  of  the 
building  amounted  to  8c,ooo  rix-dollars,  which,  when  the  eitablifhrnent  is  minutely 
infpected,  may  readily  be  believed.  It  works  annually  one  thoufand  two  hundred  Riga 
lafts  of  grain,  or  eighteen  thoufend  tons;  one  fourth  part  of  which  is  barley  ;  each 
ton  yield  twenty-two  kannes  of  fpirit ;  of  thefe  the  King  receives  neady  twelve  ;  io 
that  the  proprietors  retain,  for  themfelves  about  ten  kannes,  which  they  fell  at  16  {kil- 
lings 4  runlHiks  per  kanne  ;  making,  upon  eighteen  thoufand  tons,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  kannes,  upon  the  whole  produce  nearly  four  hundred  thoufand.  On 
the  elbbliiliment  are  thirteen  managers,  who  receive  from  :!oo  to  300  rix-dollars 
annually,  and  ninety-fix  workmen,  at  from  fourteen  to  fixteen  plottes  per  month.  On 
account  of  the  too  great  heat  of  the  feafon  at  that  interval  to  allow  of  vforking,  there  is 
a  ceffation  of  the  diitillery  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of  September.  For 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  water,  a  machine  is  ufed  of  a  fingular  although  very  fimple  con- 
ftrudtion  ;  it  is  an  upright  cylinder  with  cogs,  which  a6ts  upon  fix  pum;  s,  three  on  one 
fide  and  three  on  the  other,  which  fupply  the  firfl  and  fecond  ftory  ;  it  is  worked  by  four 
horfes.  Below  are  ninety-fix  vats  of  equal  fizc  ;  they  are  feven  feet  in  diameter,  rather 
wider  at  the  bottom,  and  four  feet  deep  ;  in  each  is  put  four  and  a  quarter  tons  of  flour 
(fourteen  hfpunds  vigt.  each),  2000  kannes  of  water,  and  ten  cannes  of  common  yeafl:. 
Each  vat  yields  from  eighty  to  eighty-four  kannes,  and  fometimes,  according  to  the 
grain,  ninety  kannes.  The  mixture  is  ftirred  at  intervals  until  fermentation  takes  place. 
Upon  this  the  vats  are  covered,  luted  down  with  lime,  and  in  four  days  the  wafh  is 
ready  for  the  fl;ill ;  if  the  weather  be  warm  in  a  fliorter  time  ;  after  it  has  I'ufficiently 
fermented  the  wafh  paffes  twice  through  the  fiill.  There  are  twenty-fix  fl:ills,  four  of 
which  contain  four  thoufand  cannes,  the  others  two  thoufand.  The  wafli  takes  ^\x  or 
feven  hours  before  it  all  comes  over.  There  are  three  malting  kilns,  two  of  which  will 
dry  tv.'o  thoufand  kannes,  the  other  three  thoufand.  The  daily  confumption  is  from 
fevcnty-five  to  feventy-feven  tons  of  grain,  of  fifty  kannes  each.  Each  ton  requires 
three-fourths  of  a  meafure  of  wood,  or  two  tons  of  Englilh  coal,  which  comes  nearly 
to  the  fame  expence,  the  meafure  of  wood  cofting  6  plottes,  and  Englifli  coal  from  32 
to  36  (killings.  The  brandy  delivered  to  the  King  muit  be  fix  degrees  above  proof,  equal 
to  16"  oi  the  hydrometer  of  Reaumur.  We  advife  thofe  who  go  to  Gripfwald,  to  re- 
turn their  horfes,  as  otherwife  they  may  have  a  long  time  to  wait. 
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From  GnpHioIm  to  Okcr  is  a  mile.  There  is  not  an  inn  in  the  place,  and  no  other 
accommodauon  than  what  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Vahrcndort  the  proprietor  aiFords,  or  thofe 
of  fome  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  foundry.  So  that  in  cafe  of  Mr.  Vahrendorf 
beinq  abfent  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  be  provided  with  a  letter  from  him  :  it  will  be  dill 
better  to  wait  until  he  may  himfelf  be  there. 

This  place  is  very  interefting  on  account  of  its  handfome  foundry  for  cannon. 

Cannon  foundry.  The  ore  which  is  made  ufe  for  founding  cannon  comes  from  fix  dif- 
ferent mines  :  it'lliould  be  poor  or  at  leafl:  mixed  fo  that  the  aggregate  may  contain  no 
more  than  thirty  per  hundred  of  metal,  and  particularly  it  fhould  contain  none  of  that 
quality  which  breaks  when  hot.  The  firft  roafting  of  the  ore  is  carried  on  in  the  fame 
manner  asatFahlun  in  the  open  air.  There  ar€  two  furnaces  for  the  fufion,  each  afted 
upon  by  two  bellows  ;  they  yield  a  fchippund  of  iron  per  hour  for  cannon  :  every  twen- 
ty-four hours  one  piece  of  twenty-four  pounds  and  one  four-pounder  are  cad,  or  one 
thirty-fix-pounder.  Thcfe  two  furnaces  require  three  hundred  and  twelve  tons  of 
wood  daily,  and  the  whole,  including  the  other  fires,  three  hundred  and  eighty.  Ten 
tons  colt  1 6  fchillings.  The  moulds  are  made  of  the  country  clay,  and  are  hooped 
with  iron  to  render  them  more  firm.  Round  the  fliape  for  the  mould  hards  of  tow  are 
put  mixed  with  tallow  and  clay,  over  which  potter's  earth  or  clay  mi.xed  with  fand. 
Five  men  are  occupied  in  fafhioning  the  earth  about  the  mould  when  cannon  is  cafting, 
three  knead  the  clay  while  two  turn  the  fliape  ;  the  clay  is  put  on  crofswife  :  when 
the  mould  is  completed  there  are  no  more  than  three  perfons  employed  in  placing  the 
earth  about  it.  It  requires  two  days  for  the  mould  to  get  thoroughly  dry  ;  for  this 
purpofe,  when  the  wood  is  taken  from  it,  coal  and  fmall  wood  are  burnt  within  and 
coal  alone  without,  which  is  turned  about  as  the  mould  dries.  The  melting  furnaces 
are  very  large,  built  of  granite,  and  the  flones  are  fupported  by  maffes  of  iron  from 
eleven  to  twelve  feet  long,  in  fhape  of  beams.  The  two  cannon  of  twenty-four  and 
four  pounds  are  caft  in  eight  minutes ;  in  three  hours  time,  notwithftanding  the 
pieces  be  yet  red  hot,  the  fand  is  removed  in  which  the  mould  is  placed.  This  is  in  a 
wooden  vat  of  eleven  feet  deep,  and  eight  feet  in  diameter :  conceive  but  an  indant 
how  violent  the  heat  the  men  mud  experience  at  the  bottom  of  this  vat,  employed  fo 
near  this  burning  mafs  in  removing  and  throwuig  out  the  fand  :  they  are  confequently 
very  quickly  relieved. 

In  fix  hours'  time  the  mafs  has  acquired  a  fufficient  confidence  to  allow  of  the  piece 
being  withdrawn  ;  but  it  cannot  be  bored  until  after  it  has  laid  two  or  three  days  in  the 
open  air.  The  fird  operation  then  is  to  cut  oft'  the  head  of  the  cannon  which  is  at 
lead  a  foot  in  length  :  this  is  done  at  fird  with  a  round  plate  of  deel  more  than  fix 
lines  in  thicknefs  ;  the  head  is  cut  on  three  fides  by  turning  this  round  plate,  the  piece 
remaining  motionlefs,  which  operation  in  a  piece  of  tvi-enty-four  pounds  takes  up  fix 
hours.  By  that  time  the  head  holds  but  a  very  flender  piece  on  the  three  fides  ;  iron 
wedges  are  then  druck  into  the  part  cut  by  a  mallet  of  a  lifpound  in  weight.  The 
more  excellent  the  iron  the  greater  the  length  of  time  before  the  head  breaks  off;  it 
has  taken  up  four  minutes  when  we  have  been  prefent  :  after  this  the  furplus  at  the 
end  of  the  cannon  is  cut  off,  and  the  end  polidied,  which  takes  up  two  hours  ;  then  the 
boring  begins  at  fird  horizontally,  the  piece  remaining  immoveable  :  one  man  and  a 
boy  only  are  employed  in  working  the  wheel,  which  forces  forward  and  turns  the 
wedge  in  the  piece  ;  this  wedge  or  rather  this  bar  is  two  inches  thick,  but  the  mouth 
of  the  cannon  is  feven  lines  more,  owing  to  the  deel  end  fitted  to  the  bar,  which  ferves 
as  it  turns  to  bore  the  gun,  being  one  inch  and  a  half.  The  fird  hole  is  drilled,  after- 
wards it  is  bored  perpendicularly,  the  borer  turning  and  the  piece  being  depreffed  to 
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meet  It :  the  arms  are  of  iron  and  the  borer  of  fteel.  The  borers  are  of  feven  different 
(izes ;  each  inftrument  has  four,  the  lafl  only  fix,  and  one  which  traverfcs  at  the  end  in 
order  to  polifli  the  interior  of  the  cannon.  The  depreflion  of  the  piece  is  after  the  rate 
of  more  than  an  inch  a  minute ;  there  are  twenty-one  minutes  of  interval  between  ihe 
operation  of  one  borer  and  another.  When  requifite  to  raife  the  piece,  in  order  to 
withdraw  the  borer,  two  men  and  one  apprentice  turn  the  wheel  which  raifes  it  in  five 
minutes ;  it  takes  four  to  let  it  down  again.  In  cafe  of  neceflity  a  twenty  four  pounder 
may  be  bored  in  feventeen  hours,  viz.  feven  hours  for  the  firft  boring  ami  ten  for  the 
fecond,  for  which  the  workmen  are  payed  two  plottes :  thefe  two  works  cannot  always 
be  done  at  once  on  account  of  their  being  a&ed  upon  by  the  fame  head  of  water,  which 
is  not  conftantly  fufficient  to  work  the  two  hydraulic  engines.  It  takes  two  hours  to 
drill  the  touch-hole,  which  is  done  by  a  bow,  the  drills  are  of  iron  of  different  fizcs  but 
equal  length  :  on  thefe  three  lad  operations  only  three  workmen  are  employed;  all  that 
remains  of  the  cannon,  confifting  of  rough  iron,  is  fcnt  to  different  other  forges  of 
Mr.  Vahrendorf,  at  which  it  is  made  into  bars.  There  are  fcarcely  thirty  men  em- 
ployed at  the  cannon  foundry  :  the  workmen  earn  but  little ;  they  have,  however  as 
is  the  cafe  at  all  the  foundries,  their  grain  afforded  them  at  half  price,  and  may  receive 
at  pleafure  their  wages  either  in  provifion  or  money. 

The  water  proceeds  from  a  lake  of  fufficient  elevation,  fince  there  is  a  fall  of  forty- 
eight  ells  to  the  great  wheels  ;  thefe  wheels  work  all  together  five  machines  :  i.  a  faw- 
mill  (near  the  lake) ;  2.  that  which  blows  the  bellows  ;  3.  that  which  is  ufed  for  cut- 
ting of  the  heads  of  the  cannon  ;  and  4.  and  5.  the  two  machines  which  bore  the  can- 
non.    The  manufadory  is  difcontinued  in  December,  and  re-commences  in  March. 

From  four  thoufand  three  hundred  to  four  thoufand  four  hundred  fchippunds  is 
made  into  cannon  annually.  The  greater  part  goes  to  Holland,  Naples,  and  Portugal ; 
to  the  latter  country  chiefly  thirty-fix  pounders.  They  are  proved  in  the  prefence  of  an 
artillery  officer  belonging  to  the  King,  who  marks  them  at  the  mouth  with  the  arms  of 
Sweden  (thofe  of  the  powers  for  whom  they  are  defigned  are  engraven  on  the  breech  \ 
and  likev^ife  with  a  bomb  if  he  belong  to  the  army,  or  if  to  the  navy  with  an  anchor, 
A  certificate  from  the  officer  is  abfolutely  neceffary  before  the  pieces  can  pafs  the  cuf- 
toms  and  be  (hipped.  Twelve  pounders  are  proved  with  from  ten  to  eleven  pounds  of 
powder,  firft  with  one  ball,  afterwards  with  two  ;  the  cannon  of  other  caliber  in  pro- 
portion. Their  coft,  with  all  expences  paid,  in  board,  is  7  f  crowns  of  Hamburg  ianco, 
(equal  to  from  5 1  to  54  fchillings).  Portugal  pays  more  on  account  of  its  taking  credit. 
Ball  is  fold  at  54  crowns :  very  little  is  made  at  Oker  on  account  of  the  great  quantity 
of  ore  required  for  the  other  works.  Mortars  are  dearer  than  cannon,  by  from  3 
to  4  crowns,  owing  to  their  frequently  burfting  on  trial,  which  occafions  lofs.  Bombs 
cod  fomewhat  more  than  cannon,  and  fliould  cofl:  lefs,  as  they  occafion  fcarcely  any 
wafte.  All  Swediffi  ball  weighs  much  more  than  the  ftipulation,  nearly  one  fifth  part. 
The  ball  for  Naples  and  Portugal  is  54  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  gun 
at  the  mouth  is  three  inches  nine  lines.  Dutch  weight  is  a  little  yet  but  a  trifle  greater 
than  that  of  Sweden.  The  calibre  of  the  Swediffi  forty-eight  pounder  is  feven  inches 
one  line  and  a  half ;  that  of  the  thirty-fix  pounder  fix  inchhs  and  a  half ;  of  the  twenty- 
four  pounder  five  inches  eight  lines  ;  the  eighteen  pounder  five  inches  one  line  ;  the 
twelve,  four  inches  four  lines  and  a  half ;  the  fix,  three  inches  feven  lines  and  a  half ; 
the  brafs  fix  pounders  weigh  five  fchippunds,  thirteen  lifpunds,  eight  marks  ;  the  long 
twelve  pounders  eleven  fchippunds,  three  lifpunds  ;  the  twenty-four,  twenty-four  fchip- 
punds,  thirteen  Ufpunds,  thirteen  marks :  the  mark  of  the  foundry  ftamped  on  one  of 
the  arms.     The  fhip  cannon  are  from  fixteen  to  feventeen  calibers  in  depth  ;  (they  are 
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found  to  be  too  fliort,  and  recoil  too  much,  they  fliould  be  twenty  co.llbres ;)  thpfe  for 
tortrefTes  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four.  A  twelve  pounder  for  the  navy  weighs 
eight  fchippunds,  and  is  fix  and  a  half  feet  long  ;  for  fortreffes  twelve  fchippunds,  is 
■nine  feet  long,  and  is  two  inches  two  lines  in  thicknefs  at  the  mouth ;  a  twenty-four 
pounder  for  the  navy  weighs  fixteen  to  feventeen  fchippunds  ;  for  forts  twenty-four  ; 
a  thirty  fix  pounder  for  the  firif  weighs  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-four  fchippunds  ; 
none  of  this  calibre  are  made  for  fortreffes  :  the  thicknefs  of  a  navy  twenty-four 
pounder  at  the  breech  is  feven  inches  and  a  half. 

Oker  about  fifty  years  ago  belonged  to  the  crown,  who  fold  it  under  an  engagement 
to  fupply  a  certain  quantity  of  wood  at  a  very  moderate  price.  Mr.  Vahrendorf  af- 
fords fubfiflence  to  nearly  eight  thoufand  perfons,  women  and  children  included,  which 
may  readily  be  conceived  when  the  extent  of  his  poffeflions  are  confidered  ;  his  differ- 
ent mines,  forges,  and  manufaflures  in  Sudermania,  Nericia,  Dalecarlia,  &c.  The 
following  is  an  account  of  what  they  annually  produce  him  :  from  ten  to  eleven  fchip- 
punils  of  iron  in  bars,  of  the  value  of  from  6  to  7  rix-doUars  ;  from  four  thoufand 
three  hundred  to  four  thoufand  four  hundred  fchippunds  in  cannon,  at  7  rix-dollars 
and  a  third  ;  two  thoufand  in  ball,  at  5I  ;  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thoufand  fchip- 
punds of  brafs,  at  50  rix-dollars  ;  three  hundred  of  copper,  at  45  crowns  ;  two  to 
three  quintals  of  fleel,  at  3 1-  or  4  rix-dollars  :  in  all  at  leaft  1 80,000  rix-dollars,  exclu- 
five  of  many  articles,  particularly  the  brewery  before  mentioned.  This  is  the  inflant 
proper  to  remark  that  neither  M.  Vahrendorf  nor  other  manufaOiurers  of  brafs  fent 
any  to  France  in  1791,  which  muft  have  occafioned  great  inconvenience  to  the  town 
of  Leigh  and  its  neighbourhood,  the  fole  dependance  of  which  reffs  on  its  manufac- 
ture of  pins;  and  which  drew,  if  not  all  their  brafs,  yet  a  very  confiderable  part  from 
this  country.  M.  Vahrendorf  has  made  fome  very  pretty  gardens,  in  fpots  before 
uncultivated,  by  dint  of  labour,  in  a  very  little  time,  overcoming  the  natural  barren- 
nefs  of  the  foil. 

From  Oker  \ve  proceeded  to  Strengnas,  a  fmall  town  of  a  thoufand  inhabitants ; 
this  we  left  on  the  right  a  mile  beyond  Malmby.  The  country  has  a  cheerful  appear- 
ance, and  is  well  cultivated  ;  thence  through  Ekcfog  and  Tiuljiadt  we  pafled  on  to 
-EjMlfluna.  This  is  a  very  interefling  town  on  account  of  its  numerous  manufafturers 
of  iron  of  every  kind.  The  traveller  will  lodge  at  the  poft-houfe;  but  if  it  fhould  be 
kept  by  the  fame  hoftefs  as  in  1791,  he  is  cautioned  to  bargain  with  her  beforehand, 
as  Ihe  makes  it  a  praftice  to  fleece  (Irangers,  confidering  that  they  vifit  her  but  once, 
and  ihe  fees  them  no  more.  It  will  be  right  to  be  provided  with  recommendations  to 
M.  Rynniann,  who  has  written  a  work  on  iron  which  is  held  in  high  eftimation,  or  to 
Nourdzval.  The  firft  is  aged  and  infirm,  but  the  fecond  is  extremely  complaifant,  and 
fpcaks  French. 

Efiil/iuna.  This  town  is  divided  in  two,  and  is  fituated  precifely  at  the  place  of  com- 
munication of  the  two  lakes  Maler  and  Hielmer.  Its  fituation  is  very  pleafant ;  it  con- 
fains  altogether  about  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  from  fix  to  feven  hundred  of  whom 
(three  hundred  of  them  workmen,  including  one  hundred  maflermen,)  live  in  that 
part  called  the  free  town,  feparated  from  the  other  by  a  bridge.  Here  it  is  that  all 
thofe  workmen  dwell,  willing  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  privilege  granted  by  the  King 
to  fuch  as  come  thither  to  fettle.  Charles  X.  was  the  founder  of  this  eflablifhment ; 
and  Lockfrniths  ftreet,  built  by  him,  is  flill  called  Rademacher,  from  the  name  of  a  Ger- 
man whom  the  King  invited  hither,  and  who  was  the  firft  diredlor  :  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  is  the  work  of  Guftavus  III.  Soon  as  a  workman  prefents  himfelf,  he  is  firft 
examined,  and  if  approved  the  King  gives  him  a  houfe  and  an  allotment  of  land  of 
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feventy-five  ells  In  letigth  by  fifty.  From  that  inftant  he  becomes  a  proprietor,  and 
works  on  what  branch  he  pleafes :  if  defirous  of  buying  a  houfe,  it  is  afforded  him  at 
iialf  its  value,  and  he  pays  on  this  ftipulated  price  6  per  cent,  per  annum  for  twenty 
years,  after  which  it  becomes  his  in  perpetuity. 

Mr.  Chriflian  Johanfin  paints  different  pretty  things  in  a  charming  manner  upon 
fleel,  fuch  as,  he  fays,  cannot  be  done  in  England:  this  however  is  doubtful,  for  we 
have  feen  fimilar  in  France  which  did  not  come  from  EJkilJtuna.  His  principal  em- 
ployment is  damafquining  fwords  for  officers,  the  expence  of  which  is  2  rix-dollars,  8 
ichillings  each.  He  makes  buttons  with  landfcapes  on  them,  which  are  as  high  as  16 
ikiliings  each ;  fciffors  at  from  40  flviUings  to  2  rix-dollars,  and  other  inconfiderable  ar- 
ticles. He  fells  in  Sweden  alone,  and  has  but  one  workman.  There  is  here  a  manu- 
faftory  of  fvvord  blades  and  fabres  for  the  army.  The  iron  tempered  into  fteel  (which 
.muff  be  of  the  beft  quality)  comes  from  Gro.n'mgen  in  Angermania.  The  blades  of 
the  fabres  of  the  cuiraffiers  are  three  feet  long,  and  cod  i  rix-dollar,  6  iTvillings  ;  of 
the  huffars,  are  thirty-four  inches  long,  and  coft  i  rix-dollar,  i6  fchillings ;  of  the 
dragoons,  thirty-three  inches,  nine  lines,  and  cofl  i  rix-dollar  16  fchillings  ;  of  the 
cuiraffiers  of  Prince  Charles,  thirty-fix  inches  ten  lines,  at  i  rix  dollar,  16  fchillings  ; 
of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  of  Offrogothia,  thiity-five  inches,  at  i  rixdoUar,  16  fchil- 
lings; the  cutlaffes  for  the  navy,  twenty-fix  inches,  and  cofl  i  rix-dollar,  8  fchillings; 
for  the  infantry,  twenty-three  inches,  20  fchillings  ;  for  the  miners,  twenty-five  inches, 
three  lines,  1  rix-dollar  ;  for  the  Savolax  regiment  of  foot,  twenty-five  inches,  ten  lines, 
I  rix-dollar,  8  fchillings ;  for  the  dragoons,  a  flraight  flat  fword,  thirty-one  inches, 
eight  lines  in  length,  i  rix-dollar,  8  fchillings :  all  the  manufacturers  employed  in 
the  making  thefe  come  from  Solingc?!.  Three  edged  fwords,  1  rix-doliar,  and  foils, 
16  {killings.  Thefe  earn  mod  of  all  the  workmen,  fome  even  32  fchillings  per  diem, 
and  more  ;  lockfmiths  and  cutlers  earn  at  leaft  8  or  10  fldllings. 

1  here  are  feven  workfhops  of  two  hammers,  one  of  which  (very  large)  for  fteel, 
and  a  faialler  for  large  nails,  of  which  fcarcely  ntore  than  two  are  made  in  a  minute. 
(It  requires  three  men  to  manufafture  large  nails,  only  one  to  make  fmall  ones.)  The 
iron  employed  is  brought  from  Wefteros.  The  whole  quantity  annually  manufafliured 
is  two  thoufand  fchippunds,  half  of  which  in  caft  articles,  and  the  remainder  wrought. 
The  firft  colls  3  rix-dollars,  the  other  from  6  to  6\.  There  are  four  furnaces  for  fteel, 
at  which  none  but  coarfe  work  is  wrought.  The  furnaces  are  made  of  French  clay  ; 
the  principal  walls  are  brick  :  the  principal  bottom  of  double  flieets  of  copper.  To 
convert  the  iron  into  fteel  requires  ten  days  fire  ;  and  the  confumption  of  fuel  during 
fhe  ten  days  is  forty  lafts  :  each  laft  of  twelve  tons  cofts  32  {killings.  The  quantity  of 
fteel  yielded  is  conllantly  from  two  to  three  fchippunds  more  than  the  weight  of  iron 
put  into  the  furnaces,  which  arifes  from  the  phlogiften  taken  up  by  the  iron  in  its  pro- 
cefs  of  ftulification :  if  the  exad  quantity  put  in  were  yielded  the  operation  would  be 
deficient  (fee  the  work  of  Mr.  Jars).  Frefli  fuel  is  added  every  fix  hours.  The  fteel 
takes  twenty  days  to  cool,  but  lefs  in  winter.  The  length  of  the  furnace,  in  which  the 
bar  iron  is  placed,  intended  to  be  converted  into  fteel,  is  four  feet  ten  inches.  Every 
ten  days  eighty  fchippunds  is  turned  out  of  each  furnace  :  neverthelefs  no  more  is 
made  annually  than  two  thoufand  fchippunds,  and  frequently  lefs,  according  to  demand. 
The  greateft  part  is  ftiipped  for  Liibon.  There  are  two  furnaces,  and  a  large  hammer 
for  forging  iron  bars  ;  of  thefe  there  are  made  from  feven  to  eight  hundred  fchippunds, 
which  quantity  might  be  extended  to  one  thoufand.  Six  workmen  are  kept  for  the 
two  furnaces,  two  of  which  foremen.  The  foreman  receives  12  fchillings  for  each 
i'chippund  of  iron  ibrged ;  and  pays  the  two  workmen  hiinfelf  :  they  can  forge  three 
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fchippunds  daily  ;  they  work  in  the  German  fafhion ;  the  difference  between  the  Ger- 
man method  and  the  Walloon  are,  i.  That  by  the  firft  manner  they  melt  and  work  at 
once  at  both  forges  :  by  the  fccond,  the  one  is  kept  for  founding,  while  they  work  at  the 
other,  c.  The  fuel  is  meafured  out  to  the  Germans,  whereas  it  is  afforded  as  required 
to  the  Walloons  without  limitation.  3.  The  firit  melt  the  iron  by  degrees  in  fmall 
lumps,  the  other  infert  the  whole  at  once  :  the  Walloons  hammer  the  iron  lefs  than  the 
Germans,  and  confequently  make  much  more,  even  five  fchippunds  j>er  furnace  per 
diem,  whereas  the  Germans  can  work  but  three.  From  what  has  been  obferved,  the 
Walloon  plan  will  be  vifibly  the  deareft.  There  are  likewife  three  workfhops,  in  which 
there  are  two  grindftones  and  four  wooden  wheels  for  fharpening  and  polifliing  cutting 
inftruments.     A  fmall  hammer  alfo  for  giving  their  primitive  fliape  to  fcythes. 

In  another  part  of  the  town  copper  is  flattened  into  fheets  to  the  amount  of  about 
700  fchippunds,  the  workmen  receive  one  rix-dollar  per  fchippund  for  ordinary  flieets, 
and  12  fchillings  additional  for  fuch  as  are  four  feet  long  by  one  and  a  half;  there  are 
three  workmen  employed  on  copper,  and  the  quantity  which  may  be  flattened  is  from 
one  thoufand  to  one  thoufand  two  hundred  fchippunds :  there  is  moreover  in  the  fame 
place,  a  hammer  for  falhioning  iron  bars,  another  for  nails,  and  different  other  fmall 
eftablifhments  the  fame  as  in  the  free  town.  The  annual  confumption  of  coal  is  fix 
thoufand  lalls.  Here  we  fhall  fpeak  of  the  different  qualities  of  iron,  and  the  mode  of 
diflinguifhing  them.  Good  iron  is  difficult  to  break,  and  breaks  at  once ;  within  it  is  of 
a  dullifli  white  colour  ;  it  is  lighter  than  other  iron,  but  among  this  fpecies  the  heavieft 
is  preferred,  as  well  as  in  call  fteel.  Iron  which  is  grey  internally  breaks  more  eafily. 
Iron  which  breaks  when  hot  is  known  by  groves  acrofs  it ;  when  they  run  lengthways 
the  iron  is  good  :  that  which  breaks  when  cold  is  of  a  fliining  appearance,  granulated 
when  broke.  This  is  the  befl;  for  refifl:ing  the  weather.  The  lighteft  iron  is  feven  and 
a  half  times  the  weight  of  water,  the  heavieft  from  eight  to  eight  and  a  quarter.  There 
is  no  dearth  of  water  at  Efkilftuna,  nor  is  there  any  interruption  to  the  works  even  in 
the  depth  of  winter. 

From  Efkilftuna  to  Kolbeck  by  Smedby,  is  three  miles  and  a  half.  On  the  firft  ftaga 
fome  commons  and  blocks  of  granite  diltinguiftiable  on  each  fide  the  road.  At  half  a 
mile  beyond  Smidby  we  arrived  at  the  brink  of  the  lake  Mceler,  which  is  croffed  on  a 
raft  in  order  to  reach  the  fmall  ifland  Nickel,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length,  belong- 
ing to  Count  de  Creutz  :  on  the  paffage  you  have  a  delightful  view  of  the  lake.  Upon 
leaving  the  ifland  you  pafs  over  a  fmall  arm  of  the  lake  and  land  in  Weftmania.  The 
ifland  is  fandy  and  apparently  fterile.  Shortly  after  you  crofs  a  third  branch,  which  as 
well  as  the  two  preceding,  is  very  narrow,  and  the  fare  of  the  watermen  extremely 
moderate,  it  is  a  projedtion  of  the  lake,  into  which  the  canal  of  Stromfholm  difembogues 
itfelf :  nothing  would  be  more  eafy  than  the  conflrudtion  of  bridges  over  thefe  creeks> 
atleaft  the  two  latter*,  leaving  the  firft  open  for  the  paffage  of  veffels;  after  pafling  the 
laft  ferry,  the  ancient  royal  caftle  of  Stromfliolm  is  feen.  Shortly  after  the  road  turns 
along  fide  the  ftables,  confifting  of  three  piles  of  wooden  buildings  of  the  greateft  fim- 
plicity.  Leaving  firft  the  caftle  and  afterwards  the  church  to  the  right  we  croffed  a 
bridge  over  the  river  which,  by  a  canal  we  fhall  fhortly  defcribe,  is  connedled  with  the 
lake.  In  order  to  fee  this  canal  we  were  obliged  to  go  from  Kolbeck  to  Skantzen^  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  diftant  j  when  finifhed,  it  will  no  longer  be  neceffary  to  travel  fo  far 
for  this  purpofe,  yet  will  that  fpot  be  ever  an  objeft  of  curiofity  from  the  abundance  of 
interefting  objeds  found  there,  as  will  be  conceived  from  the  detail  we  are  about  to 

*  Pofts  %vhich  are  ftill  vifible  at  the  laft  ferry  indicate  that  there  has  been  forraerly  a  bridge  there. 
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make.  As  there  is  no  pofl-houfe  at  Skantzen,  it  will  be  requifite  to  bArgain  with  the 
poftillion  who  drives  you  from  Kolbeck,  to  proceed  to  Sku!t'-ina  or  Wellerosj  in  cafe  of- 
his  refufing,  you  mufl  of  neceflity  return  to  take  horfes  at  Kolbeck. 

The  canal  of  Stromfliolm  begins  at  Norberg,  in  Weftmania,  and  ends  at  Stroniflioim, 
where  it  joins  lake  Mceler  ;  it  is  ten  miles  in  length.     In  fome  parts  the  river  was  found 
to  be  navigable,  but  in  mofl:  it  was  cither  deepened  or  new  channels  cut.      The  firft 
lock  is  at  Se?nla,  fix  miles  and  a  half  beyond  Skantzen,  and  the  la(t  at  Stromfliolm : 
there  are  to  be  five  and  twenty.      This  canal  was  begun  in  1777,  and  poffibly  may  be 
compleated  in  1794  if  great  exertion  beufed  ;  throughout  the  whole  iength  there  is  fix 
feet  depth  of  water,  at  the  bottom  it  is  fixty  feet  broad,  and  at  the  furface  ninety  ;   the 
largeft  vefTels  which  the  canal  will  bear  are  forty-feven  feet  in  length,  draw  five  feet  water, 
and  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  fchippunds  burthen,  (about  forty-five  tons).     When  we 
faw  it,  veflels  proceeded  no  farther  than  to  the  fixteenth  lock  :  twenty-nine  pafied  annu- 
ally, but  this  number  will  be  vaftly  increafed  when  the  canal  is  entirely  finiflied  ;  the 
paffage  by  it  is  clofed  in  November  and  refumed  in  iVIay.      Above  the  lock  number 
fourteen,  there  are  fix  hundred  fathoms  of  mafonry,  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the 
foil.      Three  hundred  fathoms  below  this,  is  lock  number  fifteen  ;  and  a  hundred  fa- 
thoms beyond  number  fixteen  ;  at  a  diftance  thence  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
fathoms  are  numbers  feventeen  and  eighteen  cut  out  of  the  rock,  after  which  the  canal 
makes  a  fliarp  turning  through  the  natural  rock  to  the  left.      The  original  plan  was 
changed  in  this  fpot.     Five  hundred  fathoms  from  number  eighteen  are  the  locks  nine- 
teen, twenty,  and  twenty  one,  which  are  together.     One  fingle  lock  cofls  ico,ooo  dol- 
lars koppernnint,  1330I.  fterling;  the  double  and  triple  locks  in  proportion.     Each  lock, 
has  a  fall  of  nearly  fixteen  Swedifli  feet  from  furface  to  furface.     The  total  fall  of  the 
canal  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  fathoms :  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour's  walk  you  meet 
with  eight  locks,  that  is  to  fay  from  number  fourteen  to  number  twenty-one,  from  the 
firft  to  the  lafl  the  fall  of  water  is  fixty-four  fathoms ;    in  the  neighbourhood  of 
number  fixteen  is  a  fteel  furnace;  near  to  twenty-one  a  fmall  hammer  for  iron.      Tne 
jnafts  of  the  veflels  are  fixed  fo  as  to  lower  at  pleafure,  as  on  many  of  the  locks  there 
are  bridges.      Over   the   fixteenth  lock  is  a  very   pretty  fmall   bridge,   with  para- 
pets and  corner  ftones  of  granite,    with  this  infcription  in  the  Swedifli  language : 
*'  This  bridge,  the  firft  built  of  Swedifli  granite,  was  conftructed  in  the  reign  of  Gufta- 
vus  III.  the  granite  hewn  by  order  of  the  fenator  Baron  Charles  de  Sparre.     The  work 
was  direfted  by  John  Ufftrccum,  thepeafantry  hewed  the  ftones  in  17S7."     Employed 
on  this  work  are  about  five  hundred  men,  who  are  paid  from  16  to  48  (killings  per  |  of 
a  cubic  fathom,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.     Veflels  pafling  along  the  canal 
pay  14  fchillings  8  rundftiicks  per  fchippund,  of  which  6fchillings  8  rundftiicks  towards 
the  locks.     This  canal  will  be  of  great  utility  for  tranfporting  at  fmall  expence  the  pro- 
duce of  the  mines,  which  is  very  abundant  in  the  part  where  it  begins  ;  once  arrived  at 
lake  Mceler,  the  after  expence  of  tranfport  to  Stockholm  will  be  very  trivial.     It  will  be 
neceflary  the  traveller  fliould  obtain  a  letter  of  addrefs  to  Mr.  Berger,  the  director  of 
the  canal.     From  Skantzen  to  Skultuna  is  two  and  a  quarter  miles,  on  the  way  you  crofs 
the  Swartz  ;    there  is  no  inn  at  Skultuna  nor  any  remedy  but  in  taking  up  your  abode 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  manufactory. 

Skultuna.  Here  is  a  brafs  nianufaftory.  M.  Galen  in  his  work  on  the  art  of  trans- 
forming copper  into  brafs,  which  makes  a  part  of  the  arts  and  trades,  has  very  well 
defcribed  this  operation ;  he  took  his  detail  from  the  manufactory  eftabliftied  at  Nord- 
kioeuping,  to  which  all  in  Sweden  bear  refemblance.  At  that  at  Skultuna  are  three 
large  kilns,  the  chimneys  of  which,  built  of  brick,  rife  to  a  confiderable  height ;  in  one 
of  thefe  kilns  there  are  five  furnaces,  four  in  the  fecond,  and  three  in  the  third,  altoge- 
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ther  twelve:  but  nine  are  fufficlent.  When  the  copper  is  broken  and  reduced  into 
imall  pieces  by  the  means  of  fledge  hammers,  it  is  put  into  crucibles  of  French  clay ; 
the  dearnefs  of  this  article  prompted  the  proprietors  to  make  fearch  for  fimilarin  Swe- 
den ;  it  has  been  found  in  Scania,  and  promifes  fliortly  to  equal  that  of  France,  which 
will  therefore  become  unneceflary.  In  order  to  make  it  into  flieets  it  is  run  on  a  table 
of  granite,  over  which  another  is  fufpended  ;  they  are  thirteen  feet  in  length  by  five  in 
breadth,  and  from  eight  to  ten  inches  thick  :  they  come  from  St.  Malo,  and  cod 
200  plottes  the  pair  :  in  general  it  happens  that  out  of  every  (hipment  the  half  of  what 
comes  are  bad.  It  appears  aftonifhing  that  Sweden,  which  fuperabounds  with  granite  in 
every  quarter,  fhould  be  obliged  to  import  it  from  abroad  :  that  of  St.  Malo  is  however 
preferred  on  account  of  the  mica  and  blende  being  more  equally  diflributed,  and  in 
greater  abundance.  For  cutting  the  flieets  intended  to  be  drawn  into  wire,  a  fiinilar 
machine  is  made  ufe  of  to  that  of  the  Englifh  :  when  the  brafs  has  been  cut  and  drawn, 
it  is  put  into  a  kiln,  where  it  remains  for  half  an  hour  :  it  is  drawn  five  times,  and  even 
eight  if  the  wire  be  required  of  that  finenefs.  The  packages  of  brafs  wire  are  made  up 
to  weigh  forty  pounds  ;  there  are  twenty  wire-drawing  moulds  of  flee! ;  the  manufac- 
tory is  worked  by  a  cylinder  with  wings,  which  the  water  puts  in  motion  ;  the  water  is 
fupplied  by  the  Swartz,  (black  river,)  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  lake  at  Welleros,  and 
which  conftantly  furnifhes  it  in  all  feafons.  In  the  nine  furnaces  before  mentioned,  the 
metal  is  melted  twice  per  day,  that  is  every  twelve  hours  ;  each  melting  yields  two 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  brafs.  The  whole  quantity  made  in  a  year  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeds from  fix  to  (even  hundred  Ichippunds  j  it  might  be  extended  to  one  thoufand. 
The  flieets  of  brafs  are  five  times  roafted,  and  are  as  often  put  into  the  cylinder  which 
refembles  that  at  Afrulfadt.  On  coming  out  they  are  ten  ells  long  by  three  feet  eight 
inches  in  breadth  :  it  undergoes  no  alteration  in  its  dimenfions.  Copper  in  its  trans- 
formation into  brafs  gains  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the  precife  quantity  depending  on 
the  quality  of  the  calamine.  Hungary  furnilhes  two  forts  of  this  article,  red  and  white; 
Poland  but  one,  which  is  a  reddifh  grey :  the  Hungarian  calamine  is  confidered  to  be 
the  bed ;  it  colls  i  rix-dollar  43  fchillings  per  quintal,  (three  and  a  half  to  the  fchip- 
pund.)  The  coll  of  Polifh  calamine  is  25  rix-dollars  per  ton  of  between  live  and  a  half 
to  fix  fchippunds,  about  i  rix-dollar  1 2  fchillings  per  fchippund  :  the  annual  confump- 
tion  of  this  article  is  one  thoufand  two  hundred  fchippunds  of  calamine,  and  three  thou- 
fand lafts  of  wood.  1  here  is  likewife  a  petty  furnace  for  the  running  offmall  utenfils, 
which  are  afterwards  polifhed.  The  filings  are  renihted,  but  experience  a  lofs  of  50  per 
cent.  In  all  from  fixty  to  fixty-two  workmen  are  employed.  The  whole  of  this  ma- 
nufactory was  confumed  by  fire  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  :  the  lofs  was  enormous 
to  the  proprietor,  a  Mr.  AdlervuU,  to  whom  the  traveller  lliould  have  recommendation. 
At  prefent  he  has  infured  the  whole,  even  the  wood  and  charcoal ;  the  infurance  for 
'  buildings  entirely  of  wood  is  two  per  cent,  and  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  for  other 
buildings,  according  to  the  quantity  of  brick  and  (tone  contained  in  them. 

From  Skultuna  we  proceeded  to  Wefteros,  the  diftance  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  roads 
full  of  holes  and  bad.  As  a  traveller  rarely  remains  more  then  a  few  hours  at  Skul  • 
tuna,  he  fliould  keep  his  horfes. 

Wejicros  is  a  very  ancient  city  which  contains  nothing  worthy  of  remark.  The  tomb 
of  Eric  XIV.  in  the  cathedral  is  abfolutely  undeferving  notice.  The  lleeple  of  this 
church,  built  on  a  fquare  tower,  is  reckoned  the  higheft  in  Sweden,  yet  is  not  very 
high.  At  the  extremity  of  a  long  jetty  lined  with  warehoufes,  is  the  port  at  which 
great  quanthies  of  iron  are  fliipped  for  Stockholm.  The  left  fide  of  this  jetty  is  a 
marlh  ;  before  you  arrive  hither,  you  fee  the  government-houfe,  which  is  a  handfome 
building.      Welteros  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Weltmania,  one  of  the  fineft  in 
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Sweden,  pofTefling  meadows,  arable  land?,  and  mines  of  all  defcriptions.  Its  pofition 
with  refpecl  to  lake  Mceler  affords  groat  facility  to  the  tranfport  of  its  productions,  prin- 
cioally  iron,  of  which  it  exports  a  confiderable  quantity.  Two  famous  diets  have  been 
held  at  We!!eros,  the  one  in  1527,  the  other  in  1544  ;  the  firit  deprived  the  clergy  of 
its  poffcilions,  and  the  fecond  fecured  the  throne,  before  elective,  to  the  defcendants  of 
Guftavus  Vafa. 

l''i-oni  Wederos  to  Upfal  by  Niqzc'arn,  Enkznping,  (a  town,)  hijlcna,  and  Scfva,  is 
altogether  feven  miles  and  one  ei;;ht!i :  after  the  firil  flage  you  crofs  the  Serva  ov  Sa- 
ga)\  the  fame  river  as  flov.'s  by  Sahla  over  a  bridge,  which  pan'cd,you  are  in  Upland. 
This  is  a  fine  road  ;  the  bridge  which  ieparates  the  two  provinces  is  built  fharp  of  afcent, 
on  account  of  being  liable  to  be  covered  by  the  water  at  the  melting  of  the  winter's  fnow. 
Enkoeuping  -is  a  city,  which  elfewhere  would  be  looked  upon  only  as  a  confiderable 
village  ;  its  fituation  is  advantageous  at  the  bottom  of  a  creek  of  lake  Moeler. 


Chap.  1S!i.\\..-- Route  from  Upfal  to  Abo,  by  Danneinora,  GEufierby,  Lofta,  Forf march, 

Grflehani,  and  the  ijle  of  Aland. 

AS  we  have  already  fpoken  of  the  city  of  Upfal,  we  fliall  proceed  direftly  to  the 
defcription  of  thofe  objects  which  we  noticed  on  our  paffage  to  Abo  in  Finland  ;  this 
trip  is  very  interefting  on  account  of  its  affording  a  light  of  the  richeft  mine  and  the 
mod  capital  forges  in  Sweden. 

From  Upfal  to  Hiifjy  one  mile  and  a  half ;  thence  to  Anderby  is  two  and  a  quarter; 
the  road  never  bad,  but  frequently  extremely  narrow.  Half  a  mile  from  Hulby  we 
came  to  Natholma,  an  excellent  forge  belonging  to  Count  Brahtf ;  and  a  little  beyond 
this  to  his  feat,  which  has  a  handfome  appearance  *.  In  the  two  lad  ftages  we  paffed 
over  feveral  plains.  From  Anderfby  to  Dannemora  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  thence 
toQiufterby  the  fame  didance,  although  there  is  a  nearer  road.  The  road  to  Qiuderby 
turns  to  the  right,  that  to  the  mine  to  the  left,  you  pafs  under  the  machinery  of  the 
pumps,  which  is  fo  low  as  to  enforce  your  attention  in  cafe  your  carriage  be  any  ways 
elevated. 

Dannemora.  1  his  is  the  mine  which  may  judly  be  called  the  Peru  of  Sweden  :  it  pro- 
duces the  bed  iron,  and  of  that  at  lead  a  tenth  part  of  the  production  of  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  it  is  fituatcd  in  the  hamlet  of  ffiuderby.  It  is  far  from  curious  in  itfelf  as  a 
mine,  fmce  it  has  no  galleries,  no  vaults,  nor  interior  works ;  but  merely  a  quarry  open 
at  the  top.  We  fpeak  of  the  great  hole  into  which  the  curious  are  wont  to  defcend, 
and  which  alone  yields  twenty  thoufand  fchippunds,  thus  divided  :  two  fifths  to  Loefta, 
two  fifths  to  Qiluderby,  and  one  fifth  to  Ginio.  It  is  the  bed  iron  of  this  mine,  wholly 
monopolized  by  the  Englidi,  of  which  they  make  their  deel  ;  it  cods  nearly  a  rix-dollar 
more  than  other  iron.  M.  de  Vergennes,  during  his  embaffy  to  Sweden,  contrived  to 
fend  fome  of  it  to  France  for  deel  manufactures,  but  the  importation  was  not  con- 
tinued. From  the  fird  works  to  the  lad,  there  is  a  didance  of  a  thoufand  ells  in  one 
direction.  Seventy-three  openings  have  been  made,  but  great  part  of  them  are  clofed, 
either  on  account  of  their  not  yielding  ore,  or  the  works  being  overflowed. 

This  mine  was  worked  for  the  fird  time  in  the  thirteenth  century ;  but  the  mod 
authentic  monuments   refpeCting  it,   are  of  the  date  of  the  fifteenth  ;    its  greateft 

*  He  has  another  feat  between  Upfal  and  Stockholm,  where  are  many  manufcripts,  particularly  in  tlie 
Polifh  language. 
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depth  is  eighty  Swedifli  fathoms  ;  it  fupplies  feventeen  forges  with  iron,  and  belongs  to 
thirteen  proprietors  ;  each  of  the  feventeen  greiit  forges  among  which  the  ore  is  diilri- 
buted  keep  a  man  at  the  fpot  to  look  to  the  fair  diflribution  of  the  produce.  The  mine 
is  capable  of  yielding  fixty  thoufand  fchippunds  of  ore,  but  no  more  than  from  forty  to 
forty-two  fchippunds  is  extrafted.  The  ore  yields  from  fixty  to  feventy-tvvo  per  cent., 
the  work  in  the  mine  is  extremely  eafy,  being  nothing  but  a  block  of  metal ;  it  was  in- 
undated in  1693,  and  twenty  years  were  employed  before  it  could  be  emptied,  and  its 
works  be  refumed.  Avery  confiderable  work  has  even  become  neceffary  on  the  fide 
of  the  lake  which  ads  on  the  pumps,  for  the  prevention  of  a  fimilar  accident.  This 
undertaking  has  enabled  the  miners  to  begin  a  new  fearch,  in  which  ore  has  been  found 
at  a  very  inconfiderable  depth.  There  are  in  all  four  hundred  workmen,  if  the  women 
snd  children  be  included,  who  are  very  numerous  in  the  large  hole.  Wood  was  for- 
merly ufed  for  heating  the  ore,  which  caufed  a  very  great  confumption;  at  prefent  they 
ufe  powder  alone,  as  has  been  the  cafe  for  feven  and  twenty  years  j  from  two  hundred 
and  ten  to  two  hundred  and  fifteen  quintals  arc  thus  annually  expended  at  a  cod  of 
from  I  o  to  1 1  rix-doUars  per  quintal.  The  tribute  paid  to  the  crown  is  a  tenth  of  the 
rough  iron  ;  the  ore  is  blown  up  every  day  at  a  fixed  period,  to  wit,  noon.  The  great 
hole  is  conflantly  full  of  fmoke,  unlefs  when  expelled  by  a  violent  wind,  when  alone 
the  bottom  can  be  difcerned  from  the  fummit.  There  is  a  ftaircafe  but  dangerous  and 
confequently  not  ufed  ;  the  only  mode  of  defcent  in  pradtice  is  by  buckets  ;  we  were 
five  minutes  and  forty  feconds  in  going  down  ;  the  depth  is  feventy-eight  toifes,  there 
is  day- light  in  every  part ;  even  in  July  we  met  with  ice  here  and  found  it  cold.  In 
one  corner  is  a  forge  for  the  tools  of  the  workmen  ;  no  horfes  are  employed  within  the 
mine,  but  eighty  without  for  daily  work  :  all  the  buckets  are  a£led  upon  by  horfes  ; 
the  wheel  that  works  the  pumps  is  twenty-four  ells  in  diameter  5  it  is  the  largefl  in 
Svi'eden,  and  is  worked  by  a  very  trifling  head  of  water. 

Few  years  pafs  over  without  fome  accident  from  the  falling  of  ftoncs ;  but  the  rope 
was  never  known  to  break  ;  it  is  related  that  a  girl  being  in  the  bucket,  the  bucket 
ftriking  againft  a  projecting  rock  was  overfet,  but  the  girl's  petticoats  fortunately  catch- 
ing the  rock,  flie  hung  by  thepi  till  fiich  time  another  bucket  was  let  down  to  her  re- 
lief; what  was  however  equally  extraordinary,  the  girl  had  the  courage  to  go  down 
again  the  fame  day  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Since  the  ufe  of  gunpowder  in  the 
mine  the  workmen  have  earned  more,  as  being  enabled  to  do  more  labour ;  fome  have 
even  made  money  and  built  themfelves  fmall  houfes.  Corn  being  dear  in  1791,  the  la- 
bourers of  the  mine  infiftcd  upon  paying  no  more  than  the  fourth,  inftead  of  half  of 
the  market  price  as  ufual,  but  the  proprietors  who  had  a  year's  flock  of  ore  on  hand, 
refufing  to  employ  them  on  fuch  conditions  they  defiiled  from  their  demand. 

The  following  minerals  may  be  obtained  at  this  mine  ;  black  and  bluifli  granulated 
iron  ore,  fometimes  naturally  poliilied  on  the  furface  ;  many  varieties  of  amianthus ; 
mountain  leather  and  mountain  cork  ;  cryftals  of  calcareous  fpar,  pyramidal  and  hex- 
agonal in  ^rz//t'^ ;  pale  amethyfts;  cloudy  topazes ;  cryllalsof  white  quartz  in  drufes, 
moftly  without  prifms  ;  rock  garnets,  fometimes  cryftalized  ;  rock  pebbles,  of  various 
colours,  fometimes  in  layers ;  mineral  pitch  ;  and  martial  pyrites  in  cubes.  The  iron 
of  this  mine,  the  dearefl  in  Sv^^eden,  is  (hipped  at  Stockholm,  and  not  at  Oregrund, 
where  formerly  it  ufed  to  be  ilupped,  and  the  name  of  which  place  it  has  preferved  in 
foreign  countries.  By  the  fide  of  the  mine  are  the  mineral  fprings  of  Harvick,  the  fla- 
vour and  properties  ot  which  bear  great  analogy  to  the  waters  of  Balaruc. 

CEufierby  is  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Dannemora  ;  here  you  may  have  accommo- 
dation at  the  inn,  which  is  tolerable,  and  moderate  of  charge.     This  eftate  belongs  to 
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MeflVs.Giill  and  Pyh!;  It  did  belong  toGuflavus  Adolphus,  who  dwelt  here,  butwith  fe- 
veral  others  was  given  to  the  family  of  Geer,  who  had  rendered  the  King  great  fervice : 
the  prefent  poffeflbrs  bought  it  for  140,000  rix.doUars,  but  according  to  the  increafe  of 
the  value  of  coin,  its  worth  is  about  300,000  rixdollars;  the  chateau  is  handfome  and 
well  built,  of  brick  and  flone  (notwithftanding  the  Dutch  traveller  reports  it  of  wood)  ; 
within  it  has  little  to  recommend  It ;    its  neighbourhood  is  pleafant,    particularly  for  a 
country  fo  much  towards  the  north.     The  traveller  will  do  well  to  vifit  this  forge,  as  all 
the  different  works  are  carried  on  at  it,  whereas  at  Lcefta  and  Forfmarck  no  pig  iron  is 
run.     This  forge  has  three  hammers,    without  including  one  for  fteel  and  another  for 
iron  ;    each  hammer  is  capable  of  working  from  forty  to  fifty  fchippunds  weekly  ;  what 
is  highly  lingular,  one  of  thefe  continually  works  more  than  the  other  two  bv  from  fix 
to  feven  fchippunds,   and  notwithftanding  the  workmen  have  been  changed,  "the  refult, 
without  their  bting  able  to  account  for  it,  has  yet  been  conflantly  the  fiime.  The  Wal- 
loon method   of   working  is  followed  here,  becaufe  more  work  is  completed  bv  that 
method,  and  the  Iron  lefs  hammered  ;    this  pradlice  Is  requifite  at  this  forge  as  well  as 
that  of  Loefta  and  Gimo,  as  all  the  Iron  Is  manufadured  at  thefe  three  different  places^ 
of  which  the  Englifh  make  their  fteel.     Here  five  thoufand  fchippunds  are  foro-ed ; 
fome  years  they  have,  from  want  of  water,  been  able  to  forge  no  more  than  three  thou- 
fand ;   fometimes  there  is  alfo  a  dearth  of  charcoal ;   what  is  bought  cofts  32  fchilllnn-s, 
if  brought  by  the  peafants  it  cofts  from  6  to  7  dollars.  For  iron  in  bars,  4lafts  perfchip- 
pund  Is  required,  of  v/hich  two  for  the  rough  iron  of  the  firft  caftlng.     The  charcoal 
for  the  kilns  Is  much  more  burnt  than  that  for  melting.     The  fteel  is  worked  with  fea- 
eoal,  after  the  Englifli  manner,  with  artificial  bellows.     Samples  of  It  have  been  fent  to 
France,  but  they  could  not  vie  with  the  Englifli.      The  price  of  nails  Is,  If  under  five 
inches  long,  from  one  to  fix  dollars  the   thoufand.     Large  nails  are  fold  by  the  fchip- 
pund,   at  from  10  to   15  rlx-dollar  ,   according  as  the  heads  are  more  or  lefs  v.rourht. 
The  water  comes  from  a  lake,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  length,  which  formerly '\vas 
a  marfli.     Channels  were  cut  In  the  neighbouring  forefts  conneded  with  it,  In  order  to 
gather  In  one  place  all  the  rain-water  ;   in  dry  years  there  is  but  little,   as  was  the  cafe 
particularly  In  1790.  It  frequently  raifes  higher  than  the  ground  In  Its  neighbourhood,, 
which  has  necefTitated  theconftruftion  of  a  ftrong  dam  ;    fhould  this  give  way,  not  only 
the  forge  but  the  plain  as  far  as  Upfal,  and  a  part  of  the  town  even,   would   be  over^ 
flowed.    In  1751  or  52,  only  four  inches  were  wanting  of  Its  reaching  the  fummit  of  the 
dam.     The  Governor  of  Upfal  perceiving  the  waters  fuddenly  rife,  came  in  perfon  to 
CEufterby,  to  fee  If  the  dam  had  not  given  way.     By  the  fide  of  the  lake  Is  another  re- 
fervolr,  and  two  more  below  this.     From  the  firft  to  the  laft  there  Is  a  fall  of  from 
twelve  to  thirteen  ells.     The  fame  water  fupplles  Lceufta  In  great  mcafure. 

All  workmen  requifite  to  a  colony  are  found  here  :  the  village  is  compofed  of  feventy 
houfes,  difpofed  In  four  ftreets  after  the  manner  of  the  Dutch  ;  each  houfe  contains  two 
families,  and  has  a  little  garden ;  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  workmen,  and  alto- 
gether feven  hundred  Inhabitants.  The  Walloon  colony  at  CEufterby  has  preferved  a 
confiderable  portion  of  its  antlent  manners  :  the  people  compofing  it  intermarrying 
only  among  themfelves,  and  holding  the  peafantry  around  in  fovereign  contempt.  In 
1790  they  attempted  to  imitate  the  people  from  Liege,  but  this  kind  of  revolt  had  no 
confequences.  In  their  contrafl:  there  is  a  ftlpulatlon  for  wine,  and  they  are  paid  in 
filver.  Their  fuppoit  requires  fix  or  feven  thoufand  tons  of  corn  annually,  and  as  the 
eftate  produces  no  more  than  from  nine  hundred  to  a  thoufand,  the  reft  Is  purchafed, 
which  occafions  a  confiderable  expence.  In  this  forge  labour  ceafes  from  eight  In  tha 
morning  of  Saturday,  until  four  on  Sunday  evening.    The  DireiSor's  falary  is  from  five 
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to  Coo  rix-doUars,  he  has  moreover  a  dwelling,  and  like  the  workmen  Is  furniflied 
with  charcoal  and  grain  at  half  price.  Iron  is  extracted  from  the  drofs  the  fame  as  at 
Suderfors,  and  as  well  as  at  Suderfors  they  here  make  bricks  of  it  for  building.  Their 
grain  is  dried  by  a  fine,  through  which  the  lumes  from  the  furnace  are  conducled  beneath 
flieets  imperceptibly  bored  and  inclined  the  fame  as  the  roof  of  a  houfe  ;  flues  for  this 
purpofe  proceed  from  the  two  furnaces  belonging  to  the  hammer  on  the  fide.  There 
are  two  chambers  of  this  defcription,  each  of  which  dries  twenty  tons  every  twenty-four 
hours.  They  are  a  contrivance  of  Mr.  Veftrceun,  and  have  been  very  generally 
adopted. 

From  QLuflerby  to  Bra  is  half  a  mile,  (it  will  be  ncceffary  to  pre-advife  one  of  the 
clerks  belonging  to  the  forge  of  the  time  at  which  you  wilh  to  depart,  as  there  are  no 
hories  at  CEuflerby.)  To  Ho/('«///Z'o  one  mile  and  a  half.  This  port-houfe  is  lome  dif- 
tanceout  of  the  great  road,  on  the  right;  at  a  quarter  of  the  diitance  of  this  lafi;  Itage, 
there  is  another  road  to  the  right  which  leads  to  Forfmarck,  a  fimilar  dirtance.  To 
Lceufta  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ;  from  the  inftant  of  leaving  the  road  to  Forimarck 
-you  have  nothing  but  foreft,  and  will  decide  which  of  thefe  two  forges  you  will  vifit 
firlt,  according  to  your  courfe  afterwards  being  either  northward  to  Gellc,  or  fouthward 
on  return  to  Stockholm,  or  to  regain  the  high  road  to  Finland. 

Lai/Jta.  The  inn  is  at  the  extremity  of  a  long  (treet  planted  with  trees;  on  one  fide 
are  the  houfes  of  the  work  people  and  perfons  employed,  on  the  other,  of  the  depend- 
ants on  the  caftle,  which  is  of  one  ftory  and  pretty  enough,  but  not  equally  fo,  in  our 
ePieem,  with  that  of  Qi^ulterby  ;  as  you  enter  the  court  on  the  right  hand  you  find  two 
frnall  apartments  ;  upon  the  gardens  are  five  apartments  in  fucceffion,  among  which  are 
the  faloon  and  dining-room  ;  the  furniture  is  of  a  common  defcription  ;  there  are  fome 
.family  piftures,  and  paintings  of  Italian  monuments.  A  Cleopatra  in  tapeflry,  much  ex- 
tolled, v.hich  had  no  charms  for  us,  and  which  is  valuable  but  on.  account  of  the  perfon 
from  whom  it  was  received  by  the  poffeffor.  Among  the  portraits,  that  of  Charles  de 
Geer  is  diftinguifliable ;  the  firR  who  came  from  Holland  to  Sweden  in  1652.  He 
was  proprietor  of  the  eftates  of  Fin/pongs,  Laufta,  Giino,  OEuftcrby,  Godegord,  and 
Skilbcrg.  On  the  firfl;  ftory  are  fome  very  plain  apartments.  The  gardens  are  hand- 
fome,  particularly  when  confidered  they  are  north  of  60"  of  lat.  The  library  is  with- 
.  out  thecaflle  ;  it  does  not  contain  more  than  feven  thoufand  volumes,  among  which 
nothing  peculiarly  valuable,  except  a  folio  volume  of  infefts  and  birds,  extremely  well 
painted  in  colours.  It  is  a  defcription  of  the  cabinet  prefented  by  Charles  de  Geer, 
Marfhal  of  the  Court,  to  the  academy  of  fciences,  where  it  flill  is  under  the  direction 
of  M.  Sparrman.  A  manufcript  of  memoirs  to  ferve  to  give  light  to  the  hiflory  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived,  written  by  Charles  de  Geer,  with  a  number  of  drawings  by 
himfelf,  alfo  a  very  beautiful  work.  Round  t-ie  caflle  are  feveral  pavillions  ferving  for 
{tables  for  fixty-four  horfes,  kitchens,  and  other  offices.  A  volery,  two  hot  houfes 
containing  orange-trees,  aloes,  cofFee-trees,  &c.  A  magazin  of  fowling-pieces,  contain- 
ing at  leaft  a  hundred,  with  a  nuinber  of  piftols,  feveral  Runic  (ticks,  and  Lapland  fur- 
niture.    In  a  very  fmall  apartment  is  a  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory. 

The  forge  is  very  confiderable, .  it  employs  four  hammers,  each  of  which  capable  of 
working  fifty  fchlppunds  weekly,  when  in  full  play  ;  in  the  whole  they  turn  out  from 
eight  to  nine  thoufand  fchlppunds  at  the  mod.  The  pigs  are  run  in  other  forges  In  the 
neighbourhood  belonging  likewife  to  the  Baron  de  Geer.  This  is  done  for  the  lake  of 
faving  charcoaJ  which  is  rare  at  Lceufta.  Nothing  is  niade  here  but  bars ;  their  manner 
of  working,  the  Walloon.     The  hammers  are  at  a  (land  from  eight  in  the  morning  of 
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Saturday  until   SunJay  at  midnight.     Grain  is  dried  here  in  the  fame  manner  as  at 
CEufterby.     This  village  alfo  like  that  forms  a  colony  of  itfelf. 

In  cafe  of  flopping  but  for  a  few  hours  at  Loeufta,  the  traveller  will  do  well  to  retain 
thehorfes  hebrinj^s  with  him,  to  take  him  to  the  fufl  pofl  town,  feeing  there  are  none 
Rt  Losuftn,  and  that  he  will  otherwife  have  to  wait.  From  Loeufta  to  Retbibo  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  ;  thence  to  Forfmarck  one  mile  and  a  quarter  ;  although  the  real 
diflance  be  altogether  no  more  than  feven  quarters,  it  is  yet  the  cudom,  upon  what  ac- 
count is  not  known,  to  exaft  a  quarter  of  a  mile  more.  On  the  firfl  flage  the  road  be- 
gins to  be  very  narrow,  and  you  pafs  through  nothing  but  forefts.  There  is  acconi' 
modation  for  the  traveller  at  the  inn  at  Forfmarck,  where  he  may  lodge. 

Forfmarck.  The  manfion-houfe  at  Forfmarck  has  a  more  impofmg  appearance  than 
either  of  the  two  preceding  ;  it  is  two  ftories  high  ;  eleven  windows  by  fix  ;  a  hand- 
fome  court  and  agreeable  gardens,  which  are  the  more  ftriking  from  the  wildncfs  ot 
the  road  to  Forfmarck,  from  which  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  rocks  and  woods.  The 
iron  is  not  run  into  pigs  here  on  account  of  the  fcarcityof  charcoal ;  the  ertablifliment 
has  two  hammers,  and  forges  about  three  thoufand  fchippunds.  The  ore  comes  from 
Dannemora  ;  the  pig  iron  from  the  neighbouring  forges  and  from  one  in  Finland,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Uggla.  There  is  here  a  very  fmall  furnace  of  the  i'ame  fhape  as  thofe 
in  which  the  pigs  are  run  ;  the  drofs  is  founded  here  which  falls  from  the  pigs  when 
under  the  hammer  ;  when  in  train  there  are  eight  meltings  per  week,  each  yielding 
from  three  to  four  lifpunds  of  iron.  The  Walloon  method  is  followed  here,  where 
there  flill  remains  a  number  of  Walloons.  AH  trades  requifite  to  a  colony  are  followed 
here  as  well  as  at  the  other  forges,  there  is  likewife  a  fchool  for  children.  The  work 
at  the  forges  finifhes  on  Saturday  at  night,  and  is  refumed  on  Sunday  night.  They  have 
here  a  machine  for  drying  grain  fimilar  to  thofe  at  ffiuflerby  and  Tceufta  :  the  ware- 
houfes  are  handfome  and  well  built.  The  eftate  of  Forfmarck  was  fold  by  Mr.  Jen- 
nings to  Mr.  Uggla  twelve  years  ago,  for  ico,ooo  rix  dollars,  it  is  now  worth  up- 
wards of  20O5O00,  The  mother  of  Guflavus  Adolphus  is  faid  to  have  dwelt  here- 
Johannefors  is  three-eighths  of  a  mile  diftant,  where  there  is  a  fmall  hammer  for  fleel- 
works  and  one  for  nails  ;  here  alfo  axles  are  made  and  fprings  for  carriages.  Tire  for 
wheels  is  made  at  Forfmarck.  To  make  the  fteel  they  ufe  Englilli  coal  which  coffs  one 
rix-dollar  the  ton.  Here  it  is  that  the  ore  which  Mr.  Uggla  fends  to  Finland  to  be 
melted  is  embarked  on  a  canal,  and  the  pig  iron  returned  thence  is  unloaded  ;  it  is 
very  near  the  fea,  which  here  forms  a  fmall  bay  and  looks  moft  like  a  lake.  There  are 
here  fawand  corn-mills,  over  the  corn-mills  is  a  fmall  be!videre,  whence  the  fea  is  dif- 
covered,  and  where  the  vifitor  infcribes  his  name  in  a  rcgifcer  kept  for  the  purpofe. 

From  Forfmarck  to  Norrftcdicka  is  one  mile  and  a  quarter  (really  one  and  a  half,) 
near  the  firft  mile  pofl  there  is  a  road  to  the  left  which  leads  to  CEuregrund,  a  fmall 
town  and  fea-port.  To  Marka  is  one  mile  farther,  the  road  fandy,  the  country  well 
wooded  ;  on  the  left  is  diiUnguiflied  the  little  town  of  Ofthammer,  and  fhortly  after 
by  the  fide  of  a  church  you  leave  the  road  to  Upfal  on  the  left.  Before  you  arrive  at 
the  pofl-houfe  you  keep  for  fome  fhort  diflance  along  the  banks  of  a  lake.  I'o  Sanda 
one  mile  and  a  half,  nothing  but  woods  and  fand,  and  rocks.  Half  a  mile  from  this 
place  by  the  fide  of  the  church  is  a  monument  ereded  by  Baron  Oxenftiern,  in  memory 
of  his  wife,  who  died  in  1786,  it  confifls  of  a  fmall  iron  column  furmountcd  by  an 
urn  with  an  infcription ;  beyond  is  the  village  compofed  of  one  flreet,  with  the  houfes 
built  only  on  one  fide;  it  is  fmall  but  very  well  built ;  on  the  left  you  dillinguifli  the 
feat  of  Baron  Oxenfliern,  in  a  charming  fcite  near  the  ica ;    this  elUte,  called  Hargs, 

VOL.  VI.  4  E  has 


^^4  FORTIA's    travels    in    SWEDEN. 

has  a  confiderable  forge  which  employs  two  hammers.  To  Harmaby,  one  mile  and  a 
half,  fands  and  woods  and  rocks.  To  Trojia,  one  and  a  half  mile ;  at  the  beginning 
of  this  ftaore  you  meet  the  road  from  Stockholm  to  Grifleham,  and  at  length  enter  ;i 
more  dired  road:  this  ftage  is  a  bad  one,  has  a  number  of  rifings  and  defcents  in  it, 
and  affords  profpe£ls  of  nothing  but  fands  and  woods  and  rocks.  To  Grijkham  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  ;  upon  leaving  the  poft-houfe  you  crofs  a  very  narrow  arm  of  tiie 
fea  which  flretches  deep  in  fhore,  in  a  boat  (the  charge  exceedingly  fmall.)  Grilleham 
is  badly  placed  on  the  map  of  the  roads,  it  ought  to  be  more  towards  the  north. 

Here  it  is  that  paflengers  embark  for  the  ifland  of  Aland  ;  the  boatmen  employed  for 
the  occafion  are  regiftered  marines  ;  but  as  they  live  at  their  own  homes,  frequently  at 
great  diftances  from  the  fhore,  you  have  to  fend  before  to  give  them  feveral  hours  no- 
tice unlefs  you  prefer  waiting.  On  embarkation  you  pay  a  duty  of  tour  fchillings  each 
perion.  The  paffage  over  to  Ekereu,  in  the  ifland  of  Aland,  is  faid  to  be  feven  miles, 
for  our  part  we  do  not  think  it  fix :  we  were  five  hours  within  ten  minutes  in  croffrng:  we 
have  been  affured  that  the  paflage  has  been  made  in  two  hours,  but  fuch  an  event  mufl  be 
very  uncommon;  theboatshavenodecks;  if  afmallboat  betaken  the  chargeistwo  rix-dol- 
lars,  if  a  larger,  three,  (we  advife  the  latter.)  In  the  winter  time,  that  is  to  fay  from  October 
14,  to  April  14,  the  charge  is  double.  Haifa  rix-dollar  is  given  to  the  men  to  drink. 
Provided  you  embark  with  the  courier  on  Wednefday  or  Saturday  morning,  you  crofs 
for  a  trifle  ;  the  ftipulated  fare  being  hung  up  in  the  poft-houfe  you  cannot  be  mifliakeu 
as  to  what  you  have  to  pay.  The  worft;  periods  to  pafs  are  the  beginning  of  autumn  and 
fpring,  but  particularly  the  latter.  The  ifland  of  Aland  as  well  as  thofe  before  met  with, 
are  dependencies  of  the  government  of  Finland.  In  thefe  Fadenhielm  notes  are  current 
(fo  called  from  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  figned) ;  thefe  notes  were  iffued  during 
the  war  of  1788;  they  are  current  in  Finland  alone,  where  they  are  obligatory  ;  there 
was  a  difcount  upon  them  when  exchanged  againfl  thofe  of  Rikfens,  of  from  twelve  to 
thirteen  percent,  and  confequently  a  lofs  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  or  thereabouts,  when 
exchanged  againfl:  bank  notes:  but,  as  isjufl:,  thefe  notes  are  received  by  the  colleiftors 
of  the  taxes,  and  are  confequently  ufed  by  the  Fins  for  payment  of  their  impolls.  It 
has  been  in    contemplation    to  annihilate    them  entirely,    an   objeft    much    to   be 

defired*. 

From  Ekereu  to  Marby  is  feven  eighths  of  a  mile.  Here  you  leave  your  horfes  and 
crofs  an  arm  of  the  fea  in  an  oared  boat ;  the  fea  here  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
over ;  provided  you  take  with  you  a  very  light  carriage  fuch  as  are  generally  ufed  in 
the  country  the  wheels  are  not  taken  oft",  if  not  it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  them  off,  and 
even  to  have  two  boats  fhould  it  be  heavy  and  carry  much  luggage ;  you  are  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  minutes  in  crofling.  If  on  foot,  on  horfeback,  or  with  a  light  carnage, 
you  pay  three  dollars  ;  four  for  a  carriage  with  four  wheels,  and  eight  for  two  boats. 
The  little  ifland  of  Ekereu  is  very  fandy  ;  has  a  quantity  of  forefl  and  rocky  ground, 
fome  few  corn-fields,  and  appeared  to  us  tolerably  well  peopled.  The  ifland  of  Aland, 
upon  which  we  landed  is  about  three  miles  in  breadth,  from  eafl:  to  weft,  and  fomewhat 
more  in  length.  It  is  pretty  well  peopled  although  it  has  no  towns ;  is  very  woody,  has 
abundance  of  rock,  but  lefs  fand  than  the  preceding.  In  it  blocks  of  red  granite, 
are  feen  on  every  fide  ;  it  is  indented  by  many  arms  of  the  fea  which  form  numerous 
gulphs,  and  mufl  neceflTarily  render  a  direct  communication  diflicuh  at  certain  feafons  of 

*  In  17931  t^^  Regent  ordered  them  to  be  paid.  Count  M.  had  i/Tucd  a  number  of  forged  ones  ;  but 
Ills  property  was  iequcftrated  for  the  payment  of  ihem,  hinifelf  degraded  from  his  rank,  and  banilhed  the 
kingdom. 
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the  year.  Landing  on  the  ifland  of  Aland  you  find  the  poft-houfe  of  Frcbcnby .-' thence 
to  Enkarby  is  one  mile  and  a  quarter;  to  Haraldby  one  and  a  quarter;  almoll  towards 
the  end  of  this  ftage  you  crofs  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  in  a  flat  boat,  the  charge  is  one 
fchilling  per  each  horie,  the  carriage  is  not  difmounted.  To  Bomarfaud  thrQe  eighths 
of  a  mile ;  at  the  firft  eipjith  after  palling  a  wooden  bridge  you  dillinguifli  on  the  right 
the  ruinated  caftle  of  Cojiclbobn,  in  which  the  unfortunate  Eric  XIV.  was  confined  in 
1751.  By  the  fide  of  it  is  a  fmall  building  which  ferves  as  a  prifon.  At  Bomarfund 
you  embark  for  Finland  ;  if  the  wind  be  good  it  will  be  advifeable  to  take  boat  direft 
for  Abo,  thus  avoiding  the  inconvenience  and  lofs  of  time  arifing  from  repeated  em- 
barkations and  difembarkations.  In  this  cafe,  as  you  travel  through  the  village  of  Finby, 
half  a  mile  before  you  reach  Bomarfand,  you  mult  treat  with  a  boat  malfer  in  order  not 
to  have  to  wait:  a  boat  to  Abo  cofts  five,  or  at  niofl  fix  rix-dollars;  the  diftance  nearly 
fixteen  miles  and  a  half.  We  crofTed  in  fifteen  hours,  and  had  not  the  wind  changed 
towards  the  latter  part  of  our  courfe,  fhould  have  completed  the  pafTage  in  lefs  than 
eleven,  as  we  had  already  got  fourteen  miles  on  our  way  in  eight  hours :  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  paffage  called  Delet  nearly  three  miles  broad,  you  are  conftantly  fur- 
rounded  by  iflands,  and  at  hand  to  take  refuge  in  cafe  of  contrary  winds.  Of  thefe 
iflands,  fome  are  nothing  but  rocks,  others  are  covered  with  wood  and  inhabited. 
Some  are  more  than  a  league  and  a  half  in  breadth,  fuch  as  Vardo,  Knmlinge,  and  feveral 
others  as  you  approach  the  coaft  of  Finland.  This  inceflantly  varying  fcene  aflbrds  a 
fingular  profpedt ,  before  you  reach  Abo,  you  perceive  the  little  town  of  Nodendahl. 
If  the  traveller  prefer  following  the  cuftomary  road  he  may  confult  the  book  of  pod 
roads ;  he  will  however  do  much  better  in  taking  our  ad\'ice,  fo  faving  both  money 
and  time. 

Abo,  the  capital  of  Finland,  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  river  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
fea ;  it  has  a  number  of  ftone  houfes,  and  contains  ten  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is 
imagined  that  the  lafl  war  may  pofTibly  have  fomewhat  diminifhed  this  number.  At 
the  entrance  of  the  channel  or  river  of  Abo,  on  the  left,  is  the  old  caflle  in  which  the 
unfortunate  Eric  XIV.  was  for  fome  time  imprifoned,  as  well  as  John  III.  in  1563.  In 
1791,  this  caflle  was  repaired  for  quarters  for  troops;  a  plan  was  refolved  upon  for 
cihblifliing  there  a  third  flotilla  compofed  of  a  dozen  of  bomb  ketches  and  about  three 
fcore  gun-boats.  They  are  to  be  under  flielter ;  when  the  caflle  is  finifhed  it  will  afibrd 
quarters  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  murines. 

The  cathedral  is  a  tolerably  large  building  of  great  antiquity :  it  contains  the  monu- 
ments of  a  number  of  noble  families  buried  thei'e  ;  that  among  others  of  Catharine 
Manfdotter,  Queen  of  Sweden,  married  to  Eric  XIV.  who  died  in  Finland  in  1612. 
In  the  fame  chapel  that  of  Count  de  Tott  her  fon-in-law,  and  her  daughter  Sigrida. 
The  organ  is  the  prefent  of  a  citizen  of  Abo,  who  thought  he  had  a  right  to  tranfmithis 
likenefs  to  pofierity,  and  for  that  purpofe  caufed  himfelf  to  be  painted  at  length  in  the 
middle  of  the  front. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  in  1 640,  during  the  minority  of  Chriflina :  it  contained 
in  1791  three  hundred  and  fifty  ftudents  :  it  is  regulated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
univerfity  at  Upfal.  The  library  contains  ten  thoufand  volumes ;  its  revenue  is  no  more 
than  120  rix-dollars;  it  was  founded  by  Count  Brahe  at  the  fame  time  as  the  univer- 
fity :  this  library  contains  nothing  particularly  curious ;  we  were  fhewn  a  raanufcripg 
in  folio  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-one  pages,  entitled.  Minutes  of  a 
zovimiffio?i  nominated  in  i6y6,  and  of  the  fentence  pronounced  on  certain  malcfijdors  and 
magicians,  written  in  the  Swedifl}  language  by  Andrew  Engmaji,  the  Notary  of  the  faid 
Commijjton  :  it  wants  fome  leaves  at  the  beginning.     Miffhlc  Abenfc>,  Lubcck^    1588, 
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with  wooden  cuts  ;-only  two  copies  are  in  exiftence;  the  other  is  in  the  library  at  Up- 
fal,  and  is  not  complete.  Dialogns  creaturarum  moraUzatus.  The  hiftory  of  the  hbrary 
has  been  written  by  Henry  Gabriel  Porthun,  profeflbr  of  Rhetoric. 

Chap.  XXIII. — From  Abo  to  Peterjhurg  by  Helfingfors,  FrcderkJJ^amm,  end  Wyburg. 

FROIM  Abo  to  Plkii,  commons,  heaths,  fome  hills,  and  fome  meadows,  but  of  no 
great  extent.  To  Vifia  the  fame  country,  a  number  of  windmills.  To  Haudelcc,  an 
interfcded  country,  landy  roads,  afcents  and  defcents  frequent,  woods.  The  poft-houfe 
is  on  the  left,  on  an  eminence  out  of  the  high  road.  To  Hakejlaro  no  change  of  fcene, 
many  hills,  the  defcent  of  fome  of  which  bad.  Hajla^  the  firlt  mile  fands,  woods,  and 
rocks,  afcents  and  defcents  in  Very  quick  fucceffion,  the  reft  of  the  road  not  fo  bad,  pre- 
fents  fome  valleys  and  meadows.  To  Swandby,  (on  this  ftage  you  pay  for  a  quarter  of 
.a  mile  more  than  the  real  diftance,)  fands,  rocks,  and  hills ;  a  quantity  of  foreft  both 
before  and  after  you  pafs  a  bridge  :  in  the  middle  of  the  ftage  you  meet  with  two  roads 
which  are  the  fame  ;  houfes  .extremely  rare.  To  Biorfby,  fands,  rocks,  woods,  the 
road  hilly  :  at  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  on  this  ftage  you  leave  to  the  right  a- road 
leading  to  a  newly  conftrutled  fort,  and  take  that  through  the  wood.  To  Miollbolftadt 
the  fame  fort  of  road,  many  profpefts  of  the  fea,  and  of  a  feat  on  the  right  belonging  to 
Mr.  Aminoff :  the  road  by  the  fide  of  a  river  on  which  are  feveral  hammers  for  iron  ; 
the  banks  of  it  are  well  peopled,  at  length  you  crofs  it,  and  after  paffing  the  bridge  leave 
the  road  to  Ekenas  on  the  right.  To  Kockis,  fands  and  alinoft  uninterrupted  forefts  ; 
this  ftage  is  exceedingly  rugged :  the  poft-houfe  'is  on  the  right  out  of  the  high  road. 
To  Boj/iadt  the  road  better,  the  country  well  peopled,  and  cultivated  ;  the  poft-houfe 
away  from  the  road.  To  Quis,  a  far  lels  agreeable  ftage,  frequently  ftony,  voody,  and 
full  of  hillocks.  To  Bombxide,  hills,  fands,  the  country  well  populated  and  in  good 
cultivation.  To  Hclfingfcrs,  lands  and  mountains.  Provided  the  traveller  be  not  in- 
clined to  go  to  Hehingfors,  which  is  to  the  right  out  of  the  great  road,  he  v.'ill  proceed 
from  Bombceule  to  Hacklboeule.  At  almoft  all  the  poft  houfes  from  Abo  there  are 
accommodations  for  fleeping,  either  good  or  bad  :  at  Helfingfors  there  are  a  number  of 
inns,  the  beft  is  kept  by  a  German. 

Helfingfors.  Notwithftanding  this  be  the  refidence  of  the  Commander  in  chief  >of 
Finland  *,  it  is  a  town  moft  horridly  paved,  and  contains  no  more  than  a  thoufand  in- 
habitants ;  we  may  with  perfed  truth  afiinn  that  we  faw  as  many  cows  in  the  ftreets  as 
paffengers;  but  for  the  fortrefs  of  Sweabourg  it  is  totally  unworthy  of  being  vifited  :  this 
fortrefs  is  more  than  half  a  mile  from  thefhore,  and  is  deferving  the  minute  attention  of 
the  curious  traveller.  For  this  purpofe  an  order  from  the  minifter  or  the  Governor  of 
Finland  is  indifpenfibly  neceifary. 

On  one  fide  of  the  town  is  a  magazine  for  the  field  artillery,  which  is  to  confift  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  many  of  which  are  now  cafting,  and  eight 
thoufand  mufquets.  There  are  other  magazines  in  Finland.  The  officer  who  conduced 
us,  informed  us  that  there  were  nearly  four  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  employed  in  the 
laft  war,  which,  when  to  one  acquainted  with  the  roads  and  the  country,  muft  appear 
extraordinary  indeed.  Twenty-four  horfes  are  required  for  a  twenty- four-pounder,  fix 
for  a  fix-pounder,  and  for  cannon  of  other  dimenfions  in  proportion. 

*  The  hoiifc  occupied  in  i  79 1  by  General  Klinfporre,  is  the  vei  y  fame  in  which  the  lodge  of  Free  Ma- 
fons  was  held,  of  which  we  fpoke  in  our  account  ot  the  cpnfpiracy  agaiflll  Gullavus  III. ;  at  that  pei'iod  it 
was  inhabited  by  General  Poffe. 

7  Sweabourg, 
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Sweabourg.  This  fortrefs  is  compofed  of  feven  fmall  iflands  or  rather  rocks,  three 
of  which  are  joined  to  each  other  by  bridges.  It  requires  half  an  hour  to  pals  from 
Helfingfors  over  to  the  principal  ifland  (Guftafholm),  on  which  the  governor's  houfe 
is  fituated.  No  communication  between  thelortrefs  and  the  town  is  pra£ticable  during 
the  prevalence  of  a  (trong  fouth-weft  wind.  The  conftruction  of  this  place  was  begun 
in  1748,  and  although  it  be  not  yet  complete,  it  is  in  a  perfetlly  defenfible  condition, 
but  would  for  that  purpofe  require  a  garrifon  of  fix  thoufand  men.  The  garrifon  in 
July  1791,  confided  of  three  battalions  of  infantry  (levies),  and  two  of  marines,  making 
together  two  thoufand  men.  There  was  befides  a  company  of  artillery,  but  that  was 
in  another  ifland,  where  alfo  is  the  arfenal,  and  magazine  for  the  land  forces  only.  On 
coming  from  Helfingfors,  you  leave  this  ifland  on  the  left.  Independent  of  the  garri- 
fon, there  are  other  inhabitants,  which,  with  the  wives  and  children  of  the  foldiers,  may 
make  the  whole  population  amount  to  four  thoufand.  It  has  neither  fpring  nor  well, 
but  an  immenfe  refervoir  for  preferving  rain  water.  The  buildings  are  extenfive  and 
well  finiflied  ;  cafemates  are  fafliioned  for  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  with  feveral  powder 
magazines,  three  of  which  alone  are  built  of  brick.  (The  powder  cofts  His  Majefty 
10  rix-doUars  the  quintal.)  There  is  a  complete  ftaff  here,  and  all  defcriptions  of 
workmen  requifite  to  a  colony,  lliere  arc  befides  common  prifons  in  the  citadel.  The 
harbour  is  excellent,  being  capable  of  containing  fixty  fail  of  the  line  :  large  veflcls  can- 
not enter  but  by  an  extremely  narrow  channel,  commanded  by  the  guns  of  the  fortrefs  ; 
we  faw,  exclufive  of  mortars,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  point  upon 
this  pafiTage,  and  nearly  a  thoufand  pieces  altogether,  including  the  land  batteries  in  the 
different  forts.  Many  of  the  works  are  cut  out  of  the  rock.  A  very  handfome  dock 
is  now  making,  which  when  finiflied,  will  be  able  to  hold  fifteen  veffels  under  cover, 
twelve  of  which  for  the  fake  of  prefervation,  and  three  at  the  extremity  of  the  dock  for 
repairs,  between  two  fluices.  I'his  dock  is  three  hundred  and  feventy-two  Svvedifh  feet 
in  length,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth.  Another  new  one  is  conflruft- 
ing,  which  will  foon  be  finifhed,  and  be  capable  of  containing  the  largefl  fliips  of  the 
line. 

This  is  the  firft  ftation  of  the  flotilla.  Here  are  xebecs,  frigates,  praams,  floating 
batteries,  gun  boats  and  yawls  in  dry  dock  undercover,  but  no  galleys.  The  numbeV 
of  thefe  veflels  is  very  confiderable,  many  of  them  frigates  of  thirty-fix  guns,  and  fnips 
called  Tournia,  which  carry  twenty-four  thirty-fix  pounders,  and  are  the  more  tremen- 
dous, from  their  ports  being  no  more  than  four  feet  from  the  water.  Thefe  contri- 
buted greatly  towards  the  vidlory  obtained  at  Svenkfund.  We  faw  fome  veflels,  which 
looked  like  xebecs,  carrying  ten  guns  placed  in  the  middle,  and  which  can  be  turned 
in  any  direction.  On  board  the  galleys  the  fupply  is  one  hundred  broadfides,  the  fame 
for  the  yawls  and  gun  boats;  thefe  latter  carry  from  fixty  to  fixty- four  men,  in  which 
cafe  fifty  foldiers,  eight  failors,  and  fix  gunners.  The  complement  of  the  yawls  is 
eighteen  men,  commanded  by  a  petty  officer;  they  carry  one  gun  of  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-four  pounds,  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  boat  recoils  upon  its  being  fired 
and  not  the  piece  itfelf ;  in  front  is  a  fort  of  projeflion,  with  a  platform,  from  which  the 
gun  is  loaded,  after  which  the  man  re-enters  the  boat.  Adivifion  is  generally  com- 
pofed of  ten  gun  boats  and  fix  yawls,  fometimes  more.  Colonel  Kicrcher,  commandant 
at  Sweabourg,  (of  whofe  civilities  we  cannot  fpeak  too  highly,)  has  contrived  a  kind  of 
bomb  ketch,  which  has  not  yet  been  put  in  fervice.  It  confifls  of  a  very  large  vefliel, 
the  mafl:  of  which  is  made  to  lower  at  pleafure  ;  the  mortar  is  fiationed  near  the  main- 
maft,  in  the  middle  of  the  veflel;  it  is  couched  on  a  frame  of  fl:rong  planks,  under 
which  is  a  heap  of  birch  bark  of  great  depth,  for  the  purpofe  of  diminifliing,  by  the 
elalticity  of  the  bark,  the  violence  of  the  recoil.     The  mortar  is  calculated  to  throw  a 

bomb 
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bomb  of  eighty-eight  pounds,  befides  at  the  fame  time  one  of  forty  pounds  *.     M.  de 
Kiercher  is  employed  on  the  map  of  Finland. 

Uiftributed  among  the  three  Itations  of  the  fleet  at  Sweabourg,  Stockhohn,  and  Abo, 
there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  gun  boats,  fixty-three  yawls,  forty  galleys  and 
demi-galleys,  about  forty  fquare  built  fhips,  fuch  as  frigates,  xebecs,  cutters,  &c.  At 
Landfcrona,  a  fourth  ftation  is  to  be  formed,  on  the  plan  of  that  of  Abo.  For  man. 
iiing  this  fleet  there  are  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy-five  men  regiftered,  that 
is  to  fay,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  Finland,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  Swe- 
den :  the  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  are  divided  into  fourteen  companies,  two  of 
which,  of  one  hundred  men  each,  for  the  two  colonels  at  Sweabourg  and  Abo;  three 
of  feventy-five,  for  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  the  two  majors  at  Sweabourg  ;  and  eight 
of  fifty,  commanded  by  captains.  The  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  Sweden  form  feven 
companies,  four  of  which  of  feventy-five  men  each,  and  three  of  fifty.  The  companies 
remain  the  fame  in  time  of  war  :  they  are  engaged  for  fix  years,  receive  5  plottes  per 
month,  and  two  pounds  of  bread  per  diem.  Every  three  years  they  have  furniflied 
them  a  jacket,  waift:coat,  and  three  pair  of  breeches  of  blue  cloth,  which  cofts  36  fchil- 
lings  an  ell ;  two  coats  and  two  pair  of  breeches  of  coarfe  grey  cloth  f,  and  two  waift- 
•  coats  of  coarfe  unbleached  cloth  f  ;  three  pair  of  long  pantaloons,  and  three  aprons  of 
fail-cloth,  which  cod  from  5  to  8  fchillings  per  ell ;  three  pair  of  flioes,  (i  rix-dollar 
eight  fchillings,)  and  three  pair  of  foles;  four  fliirts  and  four  pair  of  woollen  ftockings 
(one  with  another  from  16  to  20  Ikillings) ;  two  pair  of  long  rolled  up  hofe,  which 
cover  the  thigh;  two  pair  of  leathern  overalls ;  a  hat  (untrimmed  32  Ikillings,  with 
the  band  and  hoop,  &c.  24 — i  rix-dollar  8  fchillings) ;  and  a  hair  Itiffener  for  the 
neck  (i6  fchillings).  The  cloak  is  given  only  once  in  nine  years,  the  knapfack  once 
in  fix  years,  and  themulketand  bayonet  the  fame  (6  rix-doUars). 

At  Sweabourg  we  faw  fome  fix-pounders,  which  had  as  many  as  forty  calibers.  Ex- 
periments have  been  made  of  cannon  to  move  on  a  pivot,  but  without  fuccefs.  We 
had  fome  Ruflian  pieces  fhewn  us  almofl  as  long  as  cannon,  the  mouths  of  which  were 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  and  from  which  they  fire  thirty  three-pounders  at  a  time ;  they 
will  carry  from  five  to  fix  hundred  fathoms ;  the  Ruffians  place  two  of  theni  on  the 
poop  of  their  Ships. 

There  is  an  eighth  ifland,  perfeftly  contiguous  to  that  in  which  the  fortrefs  is  fitu- 
ated,  whence,  in  cafe  of  the  enemy  getting  a  ftation,  it  might  be  fuccefsfully  attacked. 
It  is  in  contemplation  to  fortify  it,  which  is  highly  necefl"ary,  for  it  would  be  an  eafy 
matter  to  bombard  thence,  under  cover  of  the  rocks,  not  only  the  fortrefs  but  the  flo- 
tilla in  the  harbour  alio.  If  the  engagement  of  the  9th  of  July  had  had  a  different  re- 
fult,  it  was  intended  that  Sweabourg  fhould  have  been  attacked,  and  from  this  ifland 
was  It  they  meant  it  ftiould  be  bombarded.  The  Ruflians  are  in  poflTeffion  of  vej-y  exaft 
plans  of  this  fortrefs,  given  them  by  the  traitor  Springporten  |. 

The  principal  court  of  the  fortrefs  is  regular  and  handfome  :  at  the  bottom  is  the 
governor's  houfe,  well  furniflied,  nay  much  better  than  could  be  looked  for  on  a  rock 
in  the  middle  of  the  fea.  In  the  court  is  a  tomb  elevated  fome  few  Iteps ;  it  is  that  of 
Mr.  Ehrenfvard,  the  governor  of  the  place,  who  foi-med  the  plan  of  the  fortrefs.     In 

*  At  the  map  and  chart  office  at  Stockholm,  fome  very  handfome  charts  of  the  Baltic  and  the  Giilph 
of  Finland,  by  \  ice- Admiral  Nordenanker,  may  be  procured.  There  were  feven  publifhed  in  1791,  wliich 
number  ia  to  be  made  np  ten  :  they  are  reported  to  be  minutely  corrtft,  and  cod  but  24  fliillings  each. 
There  are  alfo  three  charts  of  lake  AVener. 

-|-   Of  hemp  or  flax. 

j  We  have  been  afTiired  even  at  Petfrfburg  that  the  Ruflians  had  friends  in  the  fortrefs,  upon  whom 
they  could  depend  ;  but  tliis  we  are  unwilling  to  believe. 

the 
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the  governor's  houfe,  which  formerly  was  the  hofpital,  he  is  painted  extremely  well  ia 
crayons,  on  cloth.  The  piftiire  of  hitn  was  taken  by  Mr.  Sjoeuftiernal,  a  Swedifh  of- 
ficer, wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hogland  ;  this  officer  ferved  in  France  during  the  Ame- 
rican war.  (At  that  time  we  had  nearly  fifty  in  our  navy  ;  twenty-eight  of  whom  re- 
turned to  their  own  country,  all  of  them  remunerated  with  the  ()rder  of  Merit.) 
This  fortrefs,  of  the  greatell  confequence,  deferves  the  full  attention  of  the  traveller. 

From  Helfingfors  to  Hackfbosule  the  roads  are  uolerably  good,  few  mountains,  fome 
fands.  On  leaving  the  town,  you  crofs  two  finall  arms  of  the  fea  over  bridges.  At  the 
middle  of  the  ilage  you  leave  on  the  left  the  great  road,  quitted  on  the  way  to  Helfing- 
fors. This  fame  road  leads  to  Tavaftehus,  and  into  the  Savolax.  On  the  left  you  difceru 
a  large  plain  ;  frequently  rocks  and  fome  woods.  At  Sibbo,  a  tolerably  handfome  pofl- 
houle,  an  abundance  of  wood ;  the  country  conftantly  full  of  rocks,  but  pretty  well 
cultivated;  Ibme  few  fands.  Half  a  mile  from  the  pofl-houfe,  on  the  right  hand,  on 
the  road,  is  a  fmall  glals-houfe ;  it  employs  but  five  hands,  and  has  but  one  furnace 
with  five  openings  :  the  firft  earth  is  brought  from  Stralfund,  and  cofls  12  fchillings 
per  nine  pounds  Swedifh  weight :  here  glalfes  of  all  defcriptions  are  made,  and  plate 
glafs ;  the  largefl  plates  are  forty-fix  French  inches  by  twenty-four  to  twenty-five.  We 
did  not  confider  them  of  very  good  colour.  This  glafs-houfe  is  called  Maricndahl : 
there  are  three  others  in  Finland,  one  at  Biorneborg,  one  at  Uleaborg,  and  the  third 
at  Tavaftehus  ;  the  laft  is  the  moft  confiderable.  The  poft-houfe  at  Sibbo  is  on  the  left 
out  of  the  road  ;  here  you  may  lleep. — To  Voknjhi,  fome  fliort  but  very  rapid  afccnts, 
woods,  and  rocks.  On  leaving  the  poft-houfe,  you  pafs  a  road  on  the  left,  which  leads 
to  St.  Michael.  The  poft-houfe  of  Vokolki  is  on  the  left,  out  of  the  road.  Before 
you  reach  it,  you  crofs  a  bridge  over  a  finall  river. — To  Borgo,  the  road  hilly,  the 
country  covered  with  wood.  At  the  entrance  of  Borgo,  you  crofs  the  river  over  a 
bridge.  This  town  is  very  badly  paved,  and  very  dirty.  Here  it  was  that,  for  the 
firft  time,  we  were  afked  for  our  paflport,  the  judge  of  its  value  an  innkeeper.  At 
Louifa,  upon  our  leaving  the  town,  it  was  enquired  for  again.— To  llbr,  this  ftage  is 
fimilar  to  the  two  preceding. — To  Perno,  the  road  ftill  very  mountainous ;  rocks  and 
foreft  on  either  fide.  Between  Forhi  and  Perno  is  a  very  high  caufeway,  in  a  wood, 
between  two  precipices :  in  cafe  of  travelling  this  way  by  night,  the  greateft  care  will 
be  requifite. — To  Forjby ;  here  is  a  furnace  and  tvi'o  hammers. — To  Louifa  ;  on  this 
ftage  you  difcern  blocks  of  granite  on  each  fide  throughout  the  whole  diftance. 

Louifa  has  no  gates;  it  is  a  frightful  town,  fituated  in  a  fmall  fpace  between  the 
mountains  and  the  fea  ;  its  garrifon  confifted  of  one  battalion  of  infantry,  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Stakelberg,  and  one  company  of  artillery.  The  beft  thing  about  the  town  is, 
it  is  not  paved  ;  you  confequently  may  traverfe  it  without  being  jolted  to  death  :  there 
is  a  little  fort  a  mile  out  at  fea  ;  it  is  not  of  great  confequence,  yet  ftiould  we  have  vifited 
it  but  for  the  incivility  of  General  Stakelberg,  governor  of  Louifa,  to  whom  we  not- 
withftanding  carried  a  letter  of  recommendation  :  fortunately  the  only  inftance  of  rude- 
nefs  we  noticed  in  Sweden  from  perfons  in  office  was  at  our  leaving  the  kingdom. — To 
TesjcEu ;  a  fimilar  ftage  to  the  preceding  one,  rocks,  woods,  and  blocks  of  granite. — To 
Pyttis  ;  at  half  a  mile  on  this  ftage  is  the  Swedifli  cuftom-houfe  ;  afterwards  a  corps  tie 
garde,  confilting  of  an  officer  and  thirty  men,  who  are  relieved  every  four  months  : 
here  you  ftiew  your  paflport ;  beyond  is  a  bridge  over  an  arm  of  the  Kymen,  and  a 
Kttle  farther  apoft  on  the  left,  which  indicates  you  are  fifty  werfts  from  Fredericftiamm. 
This  is  the  boundary  of  the  two  ftates.  A  Uttle  before  you  come  hither  is  a  fmall  paf- 
fage  over  a  rock,  very  fliort,  it  is  true,  but  very  bad.  Before  the  end  of  the  ftage,  at 
the  extremity  of  a  bridge,  is  a  chevaux  de  frize  ;  there  is  the  Ruffian  cuftom-houfe  :  you 
yet  fliew  your  Swediffi  paflport ;  by  giving  a  12  fliilling  note  you  avoid  being  rummaged, 

provided 
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provided  your  luggage  be  not  very  confiderable  ;  in  cafe,  however,  of  appearing  loaded, 
the  exarniiiatiou  is  fometimes  rigorous ;    the  road  refembles  that  of   the  preceding 

Itage. 

The  diftances  hence  are  meafured  by  werfts;  the  charge  is  two  kopees  per  horfe  per 
werll ;  the  werfls  are  marked  on  pofl;s,  defcribing  the  diilance  pafled  and  that  to  go; 
you  pay  before  hand,  and  need  give  nothing  to  the  poftillion.  Provided  you  choofe  to 
be  thus  liberal,  give  what  you  meari  to  the  man  himfelf,  and  not  the  under  officer  of 
the  poft-houfe  in  reckoning  with  him,  for  in  fuch  cafe  the  poftillion  would  get  nothing. 
A  piece  of  5  kopees  perfedly  contents  hiin.  To  Suttola,  in  the  middle  of  the  ftage,  is 
a  wretched  wooden  bridge,  and  two  others  towards  the  end.  To  Fredcricjhamm  ;  at 
the  fourth  werfl  is  a  bridge  over  the  Kymen,  where  is  a  fine  cafcade,  which  is  worth 
Itoppiiig  to  ice.  The  moil  favourable  profped:  of  it  is  from  the  road  itfelf,  about  two 
or  three  hundred  paces  beyond  the  bridge.  The  two  laft:  (tages  are  extremely  fatiguing; 
the  road  crooked,  almoft  continually  over  rocks,  withmany  afcentsand  defcents  ;  woods 
and  blocks  of  granite  on  each  fide  the  road  *.  After  leaving  Suttola  we  pafled  through 
two  regiments  encamped.  The  Prince  of  NafTau  inhabited  a  houfe  nearly  upon  the 
hich  road.     Part  of  the  fleet  was  at  Svenkfund,  for  the  protedtion  of  the  works  begun 

there. 

Frcdciijhanun,  a  fmall  unpaved  town,  regular  enough,  but  thinly  peopled  ;  its  forti- 
tications  towards  the  land  are  very  infignificant,  nor  has  it  any  thing  whatever  defcrving 
notice  :  you  will  lodge  at  the  Swedifli  widows,  but  mud  bargain  before  hand,  or  expedi: 
to  be  handfomely  fleeced.  Your  paffport  will  be  required  as  well  on  entering  as  leaving 
the  town ;  and  here  you  may  begin  to  fhew,  in  lieu  of  the  Swedilh  paflTport,  that  with 
which  you  are  provided  from  the  Ruffian  minifler  in  Stockholm. 

From  Fredericffiamm  to  Wyburg  is  one  hundred  and  ten  werfts. — To  Kokcna,  rocky 
and  woody. — To  Pcterlax,  Hurpolava,  Wilajok,  Scrviok,  roads  of  the  fame  defcription, 
except  on  the  laft  ftage.  which  is  fandy  and  bad. — To  Wyburg,  bad  enough  :  in  order 
to  avoid  a  number  of  gulphs,  you  are  obliged  to  make  a  long  circuit  to  reach  Wyburg  : 
a  little  before  you  arrive  thither,  you  pafs  two  arms  of  the  fea,  over  two  long  and  ex- 
ceedingly tirefome  bridges ;  they  are  made  of  trunks  of  trees,  both  round  and  fquare, 
ranged  alongfide  of  each  other  without  any  nicety  :  very  near  the  city  you  crofs  a 
third  bridge,  afterwards  an  exceedingly  long  jetty,  which  terminates  the  third  en-. 

clofure. 

Wyboiirg,  the  capital  of  the  government  which  comprehends  all  that  part  of  Finland 
belonging  to  Ruffia,  was  burnt  in  1793.  There  were  then  a  number  of  brick  houfes 
whitened  over :  trade  is  fomewhat  briik,  a  number  of  deals  being  (hipped  hence ;  its 
fortifications  are  in  a  good  ftate  ;  by  afking  permiflion  of  the  governor,  you  may  be  per- 
mitted to  vifit  them  with  an  officer :  there  is  here  conflantly  a  very  refpectable  garrifon. 
We  were  fubjedt  to  much  formality  before  we  reached  our  inn :  our  paflport  was  en- 
quired for  as  well  on  our  entrance  as  our  departure. 

From  Wyburg  to  Peterfburg  is  one  hundred  and  forty  werfl;s. — To  Kamark  few  af- 
cents,  but  only  rocks,  and  the  roads  made  by  trees  laid  acrofs. — To  Rofvoja  much  fand  : 
the  road  appears  not  to  be  finiflied  ;  almoft  all  the  werfts  on  this  road  have  been  taken 
away. — To  PampoUi  a  very  ftony  road  ;  at  five  werfts  is  a  village,  after  pafling  through 

■*  We  noticed  that  ti.e  blocks  of  granite  in  Finland  were  tnucli  lefs  hard  and  mote  friable  than  tliofe  in 
rhe  interior  of  Sweden  ;  ariling,  according  to  feveral  iiaturalUls,  from  there  being  two  different  defcriptions 
of  granite.  May  it  not  like  wile  proceed  from  the  iliovcs  of  the  Baltic  having  been  left  by  the  water  at  a 
later  period  than  the  interior,  whence  the  blocks  have  neceiTarily  become  more  hard  and  more  perfeftly 
formed  ?  An  opinion  adopted  by  a  number  of  Swedifh  authors,  who  affirm  that  the  Baltic  diminifhes  in 
iieigh:  forty-five  inches  nearly  in  every  century. 

which 
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which  you  have  for  fome  titne  a  very  pleafing  view  of  a  lake. — -To  Lindova  the  fame 
had  road. — To  Bellojlrova  the  fame  or  worfe  :  in  this  ftage  you  pais  the  little  river 
ScJ}ra  over  a  bridge,  on  the  fide  of  which  is  a  pofl,  which  indicates  the  commenceinent 
of  the  government  of  Peterfburg.  The  poft-mafter  at  Bieloioftrow  obliged  us  to  take 
nn  additional  horfe,  without  giving  us  any  reafon  wherefore,  but  that  it  was  his  will. 
The  poft-houfe  is  on  the  right,  out  of  the  high  road,  and  is  by  much  the  neateftof  all 
upon  the  road. — To  Dranitzvikq/Jci  the  road  very  bad  and  out  of  repair,  full  of  holes, 
roots,  and  trunks  of  trees  ;  fo  that  you  are  obliged  to  go  flow  for  werfts  together,  un- 
lefs  you  would  rifl^  your  carriage  being  broke  to  pieces. — To  Peterfburg  the  road  not 
fo  bad,  yet  far  from  good  ;  this  whole  ftage  is  paid  double. 

After  pafling  Wyburg  the  country  is  much  better  cultivated  than  that  which  is  tra- 
verfed  to  reach  it.  Between  Fredericfliam  and  Wyburg  you  meet  with  a  number  of 
redoubts, conflruiSled  during  the  laft  war;  from  before  you  reach  Borgo,  you  pafs  over 
a  part  of  the  theatre  of  the  war.  The  country  is  but  little  wafted,  much  lefs  in  Rufiia 
■than  in  Sv/eden,  owing  to  the  diii'erent  manner  in  which  the  two  nations  make  war. 
Soon  as  you  enter  Ruffian  Finland  you  perceive  a  vifible  change;  the  country  is  lefs 
f)eopled,  worfe  cultivated ;  the  villages  become  exceedingly  rare,  and  nothing  but  mi- 
fery  is  feen  :  if  Frediricfliam  and  Wyburg  be  excepted,  not  a  poft-houfe  is  there  to  be 
■found  which  has  the  flighteft  accommodation,  no  bed,  no  furniture,  and  abfolutely  no- 
thing whatever  to  eat ;  frequently  even  there  is  nothing  but  a  ftable,  which  fcarcely  (hel- 
ters  the  horfes  from  the  weather.  In  many  houfes  we  faw  nothing  but  a  naked  bed- 
ftead,  the  fame  as  that  at  a  corps  de  garde,  a  table,  and  fome  wretched  chairs.  The 
inhabitants  appeared  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  deftitution,  thepeafants  clothed  in  rags;  iu, 
fuch  a  pidure  do  we  fee  the  efleds  of  a  government  fo  different  to  that  of  Sweden. 
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From  Helfinburg  to  Carl/croon. 


Stages.                         Swedifh  miles. 

Stages.                        Swedifli  miles. 

'From  Helfinburg  to  Aftorp, 

H 

Brought  forward,             13 1 

To 

Obu, 

i| 

r  To  Norye,                 -                    l| 

B'ekmufa, 

H 

g              Carlftiamm,  a  city,                  2 

• 

Tyringuen, 

2 

W5             Hogbu,                 -                   2 
'Ji   «           Runneby,                 -               i§ 

1< 

Voeninguen, 

U 

0 
CO 

Vanberga, 

-     14 

g              Skilinguen,                -             if 

Chriftianftadt,  a  city. 

n 

(_         Carlfcroon,  a  city,                  i| 

Felkinguen, 

I 

• 

Gosudderid, 

Carried  forward. 

»3l 
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Route  from  Carl/croon  to  Gottenburg. 


Stages. 

To  Skilinguen, 
Runneby, 
Skiceurgen, 
Diuramola, 
Ouarnariiola, 
Urofa, 
Inguellladt, 
Vixiceu  *,  a  city. 


CEurs, 

Hceficeu, 

Torp  or  Nedeflet, 

Bor, 

Carried  forward, 


Svvedi(h  miks. 


Si: 


6| 


-T3 
C 

a 

G 
CO 


O 
bO 


ges. 


Brought  forward. 
To  Vernumo, 
Brearud, 
Olmeftadt, 
Giflaved,  » 

Gronhault, 
Tofstorp, 
Svenliounga, 
Hounarud, 
Skone, 
Bioeurlanda, 

Landwetter, 
Gottenburg  f,  a  city, 


Swedifh  miles, 

H 
I 

2f 


2^ 

14- 


25I 


2 

4-1 

Q 

hO  . 
O   < 

Vi 


o 

rt  ■ 
CO 


a  city 


1 


iv-o/?2  Gottenburg  to 

To  Kunghelf,  (at  the  port 
houfe,) 
Kiufhill, 
Marftrand,  (by  fea, 

at  Fryber's,) 
Kiufhill,  (by  fea,) 
Kunghelf, 

He,  -  - 

Beck, 
Holm, 
Salm, 
Strceum, 
Wenerfburg,  (a  city,  at  the  7 


poft-houfe,) 

Borfted, 

Greftorp, 

Tang, 

Melbu, 

Halangen, 

Etnbaka, 

Bioeurfetter, 

Hafsletroeur, 

Hofva, 

Carried  forward. 


s 


2 

»5 


<Xl 


Stockholm. 

Brought  forward. 
To  Bodarne, 
Werftorp, 
Blackftadtd, 
Mofes, 

CEurebro,  (a  city,) 
Glandfham, 
Fellinglbro, 

r  Arboga, 

1  Kendfceur, 

Smedbu, 

Lund, 

Ticelftadr, 

Ekefog, 

Malinby, 

Lagatrockj 

Kumla, 
Soeurdertelje, 
Fitia, 
Stockholm, 


15 

2i 

& 
2 


2 
i4 


43  T 


*  At  the  poft-houfe ;  but  as  it  is  kept  by  three  mafters,  who  each  take  their  week,  if  it  happen  to  be  that 

of  Ml.  Groeme,  care  (hould  be  taken  not  to  become  his  dupe. 

t  At  the  poft-houfe  you  will  meet  with  indifferent  accommodation  ;  much  bttter  but  dearer  at  the  Mifs 

Mailers.  r 

trorn 
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Fro}n  Stockhohn  to  FahJun,  and  return  by  Upfal. 


563 


f  To 


S 


{ 


Stages.  Swedi(h  miles. 

Barkarbu, 
Tible, 
Gran, 
Tunalund, 
Vonficeu, 
Carlbu, 
Torna, 
Sahla,  (a  city)  at  the  poft- 

houfe, 


Brodbo, 
Vegarne, 

Afveftadt,  a  city,  at  the 
poft-houfe, 


12 
I 


2| 


u 
a 
u 
<u 

P 


ra 

p 


Stages. 


Swcdifh  miles. 


To  Grodceu, 

Soeter,  a  city  at  the  pofl- 
houfe. 


Naglarby, 

Fahlun,  a  city,  on  the 
great  fquare. 


li 


i: 
If 

2i 


4l. 


.2 


Return  from  Fahlun  to  Stockholm  by  Gefle,  Suderfors. 


To  Strand, 
Upbo, 
Smedbu, 
Rorfhyttan, 

Sarftad,  at  the  poft-houfe, 
Afen, 
Hogbo, 
Beck, 

Gefle, (city)  at  a  merchant's 
in  the  church  fquare, 


2 
I 

2| 


a. 


i 


Elfscarleby, 

Mehede, 

Suderfors, 


a,  ^ 

;3 


122 


24- 


-a 
c 


To  Yfre, 
Lobu, 
Hogfta, 
Upfal  city,  (at  Hodbergs) 


Mai  ma, 

Ofbu, 

Haufbu, 

Rolebro, 

Stockholm, 


2| 

2 

ll 

I! 

II 
I| 

14 
2 


si 


4  C    2 


From 


5^4 
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From  Stockholm  to  Up/al  by  Gripjholm,  EJh'tJliina,  and  Wejleros, 


c 

<1> 

03 


Stages.  Swedifh  miles. 

To  Fitia,  .  1 

Soeudertelje,  (city) 
Kumla, 
Gripfholm, 
Oker,  (no  inn) 
Malinbu, 
Kkefog,  -  1  i 

Tiulftadt,  -  1 

Efkilftuna,  (a  city)  at  the  1 
pofl-houfe,  3 

Carried  forward,  \^\ 


.2 
'c 


T3 

C 

a, 


I 

1 


Stages. 

Brought  forward, 
To  Smedbu, 
Kolbeck, 
Skantzen, 
Skultuna, 
Wefteros, 
Niquarn, 
Enkoping, 
Liflena, 
Sefva, 
Upfal, 


Swedidi  miles. 
1 1 


2| 
If 

I 
I 


•i-VT 


From  Upfal  to  Abo  by  Dennemora,  Lafta,  Forfniarck,  and  the  ijle  of  Aland, 


To  Hufby, 
Anderfbu, 
Dannemora, 
Ofterbu, 
Bru, 

Hokanfbo, 
Loefta, 
Retnibo, 
Forfmarck, 

Norfiodicka,  (it  is  if  miles,) 
Marka, 

Sanda,  ■• 

Harmafbu, 
Irofta, 
Griflehamm,  - 

Carried  forward. 


If 


U 


i6 


-a 
c 


C3 


Brought  forward, 
To  Ekeroeu,  (by  fea  it  is  not 

fix) 
Marbu, 

Fredenbu,  by  fea, 
Enkarbu, 
Haraldfba, 
Bomarfund, 
Abo,  (by  fea)  near  the 

great  fquare. 


} 


l6 
7 


7 

s 


}     i6i 


45  r 


*■  To  Pikie 

Vefta, 


From  Abo  to  the  frontiers  of  Sweden. 


•73. 


£0 


Handela, 
Hakeftaro, 
Harla, 
Svandby, 
Biorfbu, 
Miolbolftadt, 
Kackis,  - 

Bolftadt 
Quis, 

Bombceule, 

Helfingfors,  (a  city)  at  the  7 
German  inn,  3 


Carried  forward,  22 j 


14^ 

I 

2 

ii 

2 
2 

2 
14- 


13 

C 

a 
'-3 

& 

CO 


Brought  forward. 
To  Haefboeule 
Sibbo, 
Vokofki, 
Borgo,  (town) 
Ifbii, 
Forlbu, 
Perno, 

Louis,  (a  town) 
Jeflioeu, 
Pyttis, 


22^ 


34t 


To 
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From  Abo  to  the  frontiers  of  Sweden — continued. 


Stages. 

Werfls. 

1 

Stages. 

Werfts. 

To   Suttola, 

« 

22 

Brought  forward. 

197 

Fredericfhamm 

,  at  a  Swedifli 

1 

To 

Pampola 

19 

widow's. 

. 

23 

Lindova, 

20 

Kokena, 

. 

16 

Be! loft  row. 

18 

Peteriax, 

. 

18 

Dranitzuikolki, 

16 

Hurpolava, 

«- 

16 

Peterfburg,  at  the  London 

^ 

Vilajok, 

- 

'3 

liotel  near  the  Admiralty, 

'       25 

Serviokj 

. 

27 

and     alfo     the     Spanilh 

Wyburg,  (at  a 

Pole's) 

20 

hotel. 

« 

Kamare, 

- 

22 

Rofvoia, 

- 

20 

295 

Carried  forward,  1 9  7 

Obfervations. 

Helfinhirg  contains  at  mofl  but  one  thoufand  two  hundred  inhabitants  ;  In  any  other 
country  it  would  be  confidered  merely  a  village  :  it  has  neither  fortifications  nor  port : 
its  jetty  of  ftone,  but  bad  ;  on  leaving  it  you  afcend  a  deep  mountain.  The  roads  ex- 
cellent as  far  as  Chriftianftadt.  Before  you  arrive  at  this  city  you  crofs  the  river  Hel- 
gea  over  a  number  of  bridges.  Chriftianftadt  is  built  pretty  regularly  of  wood,  is  badly 
paved,  of  inconfiderable  fize,  but  fortified  :  fince  the  revolution  of  1772  it  has  been 
famous.  The  King's  regiment  is  here  in  garrifon.  Is  celebrated  for  its  fkin  gloves. 
Between  Goeudderid  and  Norye  you  leave  Scania  to  enter  Blekingen.  Between  Norye 
and  Carljham  is  a  fmall  but  very  pi'etty  cafcade.  CarllKam  is  a  fmall  town  badly  paved ; 
its  (Ireets  are  large  and  regular,  its  houfesof  wood.  In  the  very  village  itfelf  oi Rumieby 
there  is  a  cafcade,  and  one,  more  confiderable,  half  a  mile  further. 

Carlfcroon  is  a  city  which  comprized  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants  before  the  fire  of 
1790:  this  deftroyed  more  than  three- fourths  of  it.  Great  difpatch  is  ufed  in  its  re-edifi- 
cation :  a  confiderable  part  is  founded  on  the  rock  ;  the  royal  marine  eftablilhment 
being  divided  from  the  city  by  a  very  thick  wall  fuftered  no  injury.  The  traveller 
fhould  fee  the  new  dock,  it  is  an  admirable  work  ;  but  we  may  fafely  affirm,  from  con- 
templation of  the  finances  of  Sweden,  and  the  little  value  of  the  undertaking,  that  it 
will  never  be  completed.  The  port  is  well  defended  :  the  fortifications  on  the  land 
fide  are  of  no  value  ;  but  the  nature  of  the  pofition,  furrounded  almofl:  on  every  fide 
by  the  fea,  makes  it  difficult  of  approach. 

You  return  from  Carlfcroon  by  the  fame  road  you  came,  as  far  as  Runneby ;  half 
a  mile  beyond  which  village  you  take  the  right  hand  road.  There  is  another  way  by 
Killerid,  but  it  is  longer  and  not  fo  pleafant.  Betweeen  Skiosurgue  and  Diuramola 
you  leave  Blekingen  and  enter  Smaland,  a  wild  and  mountainous  province ;  lakes, 
firs  :  the  road  excellent. 

At  Ouarnamola  you  may  bargain  with  the  poftillions  to  take  you  acrofs  the  country 
to  Vexioeu.  By  this  means  you  fave  two  ftages,  and  a  good  length  of  time.  If  you 
prefer  continuing  with  the  fame  horfes,  the  poftillion  from  Urfa  will  take  you  to 
Vexioeu,  without  flopping  at  Inguelfiadt.  Vcxiceu  is  the  capital  of  Smaland,  and  the 
only  city  between  Carlfcroon  and  Gottenburg :  notwithftanding  the  refidence  of  the 
Governor  aiad  Bifhop,  it  is  but  an  infignificant  place.     It  is  fituated  near  a  lake  ;  one- 

3!  ftreet 
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iTreet  is  lined  with  trees,  but  all  are  not,  as  reported  by  fome  travellers,  no  doubt  from 
hcarrii3% 

Beyond  Vexiceu,  a  continuation  of  woods  and  mountains.  At  CEurs  you  may  take 
the  road  to  lonkceuping  -,  although  fomewhat  longer  it  is  better,  and  goes  through  fome 
towns.  After  palling  lireuficcu  there  are  a  number  of  dopes  dangerous  for  a  heavy 
carriage.  The  poif  houfe  at  Bor  is  out  of  the  high  road  :  this  is  very  often  the  cafe. 
As  you  leave  Vernumo  you  pafs  over  a  bridge,  at  which  you  pay  2  fous  per  wheel ;  af- 
terwards crofs  the  high  road  from  Hclfinburg  to  Stockholm.  On  this  ilage  nothing 
but  heath  and  fands.  The  fair  of  Vername  is  famous  in  the  country  ;  the  ftalls  are 
Jcept  coninually  llanding  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  Swedes.  Beyond  Groiihiilt  ex- 
tenfive  foretfs.  As  you  leave  Svenliourga  you  nuifl:  take  the  left  hand  road  ;  that  on 
the  rio-ht  leads  to  Boros  :  little  or  no  cultivation.  The  four  lafl  ftages  are  the  word  on  the 
whole  road  ;  on  the  laft  a  fteep  hill  :  the  road  is  cut  through  the  rock  ;  the  wheels 
will  frequently  v.\mt  locking.  We  travelled  over  the  whole  of  this  road,  between  the 
25th  and  "^oth  of  Dtceniber,  on  our  wheels,  and  a  very  heavy  and  greatly  loaded  car- 
riage; but  We  advife  no  body  to  follow  our  example,  as  we  confider  it  a  miracle  that  we 
were  not  daflied  to  pieces  from  the  fteep  and  winding  defcents  we  had  to  go  down  on, 
the  road  and  the  ground  being  frozen.  Before  you  reach  Landicctter  you  enter  the 
government  of  Gottenburg,  or  Weifrogothia. 

Gottenburg.  Previous  to  arriving  at  this  city  you  pafs  a  cuflom-houfe ;  but  it  is 
eafy  to  prevail  on  the  fearchers  to  vifit  your  luggage  at  the  inn,  where  the  ufual  fee 
(from  20  to  24  fchillings)  will  fave  all  trouble.  It  is  a  very  handfome  city,  bearing 
much  refemblancc  to  a  Dutch  town  :  it  contains  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  thoufand  fa- 
milies ;  and  is  the  fecond  city  in  the  kingdom.  It  carries  on  a  very  confiderable  trade; 
but  few  of  the  houfes  are  of  brick.     The  Governor  and  Bifliop  refide  here. 

This  is  not  the  ihortefl  road,  but  that  we  took  in  order  to  fee  Marltrand  and  the 
cataracts  of  Trolhosutta.  Before  you  come  to  Kunghelfyow  pafs  the  caftle  of  Bolms,  very 
ftronfT  from  its  pofition  on  a  rock.  Near  it  you  pafs  two  arms  of  the  river  Goeutha, 
without  unharncfTrng,  and  at  a  very  moderate  rate.  Kunghelf  \v3s,  formerly  a  place  of 
'fome  confideration,  of  none  at  prefent.  We  left  our  carriage  here  and  took  a  fledge, 
on  account  of  our  having  to  return  hither.  From  Kiuf  hill  we  walked  over  the  rocks 
ind  {tones  to  the  fea  fliore,  where  we  found  a  lonely  houfe,  at  which  our  paflports  were 
examined  (this  is  an  abfolute  requifite  upon  going  to,  as  well  as  on  returning  from 
Marilrandj)  each  time  you  give  the  clerk  8  fchillings.  Marjirand  is  remarkable  only 
cri  account  of  its  herring-flfliery  ;  it  is  a  free  port,  but  little  frequented  from  its  diffi- 
cult accefs  :  there  is  there  a  caftle  which  ferves  as  a  prifon  as  well  as  a  means  of  defence. 
Upon  our  return  by  the  fame  road  to  Kioighelf  vje.  continued  our  journey  :  the  coft  of 
a  boat  to  take  you  to  Marftrand,  remaining  there  a  day  and  bringing  you  back,  is  from 
2  to  3  rix  dollars  :  you  make  your  bargain  beforehand  at  Kiuf  hill.  At  Strom  you 
leave  your  own  carriage  and  take  one  pecuHar  to  the  country,  or  a  fledge,  according  to 
the  feafon  to  vifit  the  catarafts  of  Trolhceutta,  exceedingly  curious,  and  perhaps  the  mofl: 
piiSlurefque  in  nature.  Wenerjhurg,  on  lake  Wener,  is  the  largell  in  Sweden .:  here 
it  is  that  a  fair  is  held  for  the  faleot  the  iron  brought  from  Vcrmuland,  and  where  it  is 
taxed  by  a  commiirary  of  the  crown  ;  after  which  it  is  forwarded  to  Gottenburg,  and 
thence  exported. 

Beyond  Borfted  you  enter  the  province  of  Skaraborg. 

Between  Melby  and  Kalange}i  you   pafs  through  the  fmall  city  of  Lidkamping  (over 
the  great  fquare)   by  the  fide  of  lake  Wener. — Between.  Biceurfetter  and  Helfelrojur 
the  fmall  city  of  Mariejiadt  on  the  fame  lake.     Thefe  two  cities  are  not  ftages.     Be- 
yond 


FORTIa's    travels    in    SWEDEN.  567 

yond  Hofva  you  enter  Nericia  :  the  cuftom-officers  not  (Irift.  CEurebro  and  Arboga, 
notwithltanding  they  be  capital  towns,  are  nothing  great :  before  you  arrive  at  the  lat- 
ter you  enter  Weftmania.  This  route  is  full  of  forges  and  mines,  all  the  way  from 
Maricjladt  :  near  Arboga  is  a  canal  acrofs  the  high  road.  —  Koiigjki/r.  At  this  place, 
the  extremity  of  lake  Mailer,  is  the  King's  ftud  :  nothing  extraordinary.  Toijhalla,  a 
fmall  town  near  Smedby  :  you  do  not  change  horfes  here .  There  are  here  fome 
charming  fmall  cafcades,  vifible  from  the  bridge. 

At  Kumla  you  enter  the  government  of  Stockholm.  The  whole  of  this  road  is  beau- 
tiful, and  extremely  curious,  provided  you  turn  afide  occafionally,  as  is  defcribed  with 
minutenefs  in  the  work.  Neither  the  fuburbs  nor  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm 
denote  a  capital  city  :  you  pafs  through  the  fouthern  fuburbs,  extremely  long  and  tire- 
fome.  The  cuftom-officers  were  to  us  rather  ftrifl:,  refufmg  to  come  to  examine  the 
trunks  at  our  lodgings. 

At  Stockholm  you  muft  go  to  fee  the  caftle,  the  arfenai,  the  port,  the  exchange, 
the  opera-houfe,  the  nobles-houfe,  the  church  of  Ridderholm,  for  which  refer  to  the 
work.  There  are  no  good  hotels  at  Stockholm  ;  the  belt  plan  of  a  traveller  is  to 
take  furniflied  lodgings :  for  2  or  at  moft  3  rix-doUars  per  month  he  will  be  tolerably 
accommodated,  and  in  a  good  quarter  of  the  town. 

Half  a  mile  before  you  arrive  at  Tibk  you  crofs  in  a  very  convenient  flat  bottomed 
boat,  and  for  a  mere  trifle,  the  river  which  feparates  the  government  of  Stockholm 
from  that  of  Upfal ;  it  is  broad,  and  fliortly  afterwards  empties  itfelf  into  a  lake  which 
communicates  with  lake  Moeler.  On  this  ftage  there  are  many  pleafing  profpeds. 
As  far  as  Gran  many  afcents  and  defcents.  —  Tunland ;  here  you  meet  with  no  more 
waggons  with  four  wheels  at  the  poft-houfes.  Before  you  come  to  Vonfioeu  you  pafs 
the  river  which  feparates  Upland  from  Weftmania.  Some  parts  of  this  road  did  not 
appear  to  us  fo  well  attended  to  as  ufual  ;  but  we  muft  obferve  that  when  we  travelled 
it  thawed  :  it  is  not  however  any  ways  dangerous,  or  really  bad,  nor  fliould  we  have 
made  the  remark  in  any  other  country.  —  Sahla,  fmall  city  :  here  is  a  famous  filver- 
mine,  the  works  of  which  are  admirable. 

The  third  ftage  is  rather  bad  ;  towards  the  middle  of  it  you  enter  Dalecarlia.  — 
Jfvejlad;  here  you  fliould  make  a  ftop  to  fee  the  refinery  of  copper,  and  all  its  depend- 
ant operations.  In  its  neighbourhood  is  the  brafs  manufaflory  of  Biurfors.  Upon 
leaving  Afvcjiadt  you  pafs  the  Dahl  on  a  floating  bridge  ;  and  again  after  leaving  Gro- 
dc£u  in  a  flat  bottomed  boat  without  unharnefllng,  and  at  a  very  moderate  rate.  Thi's  is 
the  largeft  river  in  Sweden. 

^ater,  a  very  fmall  town,  has  a  mine  of  iron  in  its  vicinity.  On  this  ftage  you  pafs 
by  the  fide  of  the  fmall  city  of  Hedemora.     A  pow-der-mill. 

At  half  a  mile  from  Naglarby  you  crofs  the  Dahl  again  in  a  flat  bottomed  boat  with 
oars;  the  fare  very  moderate.  A  little  afterwards  on  the  right  you  difcern  the  road 
leading  to  the  houfe  in  which  Guftavus  Vafa  was  concealed.  The  laft  mile  before  you 
come  to  Fahlun  is  full  of  hills,  many  of  which  very  fteep. 

Fahlun,  the  capital  of  Dalecarlia.  Here  is  the  famous  copper  mine  with  all  its 
appurtenances. 

There  is  a  fhorter  road,  but  it  is  not  paflable  unlefs  in  the  fummer,  or  with  a  fledge. 

On  leaving  Fahlun  you  return  by  the  fame  road  ;  the  poft  houfe  at  Upbo  is  only  half 
a  mile  from  Soetes,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  On  the  third  ftage  you  pafs  the 
Dahl  twice  on  floating  bridges.  On  this  road  you  fee  a  number  of  fgrefts  a;id  forges. 
Between  Roftiytan  and  Sarftad  you  enter  Geftricia. 
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Gefle  is  a  fmall  town,  the  export  trade  of  which  is  confiderable ;  its  frtuatlon  on  the 
gulph  of  Bothnia  is  very  advantageous.  The  cafcade  of  Elfscarleby  deferves  to  be  feen. 
It  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  poft  houfe  ;  you  mull  leave  your  carriage  on  the 
high  road  to  walk  to  the  river.  Suderfors  is  a  confiderable  anchor  forge,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Grill  ;  the  traveller  will  do  well  to  give  it  attention,  of  which  it  is  highly  deferving. 
After  half  a  mile  you  refume  the  high  road  which  you  left  to  vifit  Suderfors.  If  the 
crofs  road  be  excepted,  the  whole  of  this  route  is  by  excellent-roads.  Upfal,  a  city  of 
no  great  confequence,  which  however  contains  a  number  of  objects  deferving  the  tra- 
veller's notice.  You  mull  turn  out  of  the  high  road  to  vifit  Morafisin,  the  (lone  on 
which  anciently  the  Kings  of  Sweden  were  crowned,  it  is  a  milefroni  Upfal.  Although 
nothing  in  itfelf,  as  it  will  lengthen  your  road  by  no  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
you  fhould  not  mifs  the  opportunity  of  feeing  this  hiflorical  monument  of  the  country. 

From  Stockholm  to  Upfal,  by  Gripibohn,  Elkilftuna,  and  Weft eros ;  on  leaving 
Stockholm  you  pay  a  dollar  (of  copper)  per  horfe  extraordinary.  At  Soeurdetelje  you 
join  the  great  road  from  Helfinburg  through  Norkiosuping. 

The  caftle  of  Gripfliolm,  and  the  fpirit  diftillery,  deferve  to  be  feen.  Oken,  a  hand- 
fome  cannon  foundry.  Near  Okcn  is  the  fmall  town  of  Strengnoes.,  here  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  feen.  Ejli'.Jluna  is  an  agreeably  fituated  town;  curious  on  account  of  its 
number  of  artificers  in  iron  in  every  line.  At  the  fecond  flage  you  crofs  lake  Moeler 
and  enter  Weftmania.  You  pafs  by  the  ancient  royal  caftle  of  StroiiiJJjoIm,  which  pof- 
feflcs  nothing  curious.  At  Skautzcn  you  will  fee  the  canal  of  Stromfnolm,  a  handfome 
work.  Skultuna,  a  brafs  manufactory.  IVeJleros,  an  ancient  town  whence  a  quantity  of 
iron  is  {hipped  for  lake  Mceler.  Eiikioeuping,  a  fmall  and  ugly  town.  The  whole  of 
this  road  is  excellent,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  ftages  before  Wefteros,  which  are 
ftony  and  joUing.     There  are  a  number  of  very  inconvenient  gates. 

Dannemora.  Here  is  the  richeft  iron  mine  in  Sweden  ;  it  is  however  but  little  curi- 
ous with  refpe£t  to  its  works.  QLfterby  has  a  very  handfome  forge,  which  in  cafe  of 
hurry  will  prevent  the  necefTuy  of  examining  the  works  of  others,  as  all  the  branches  of 
forging  are  carried  on  at  this.  The  CEfta,  a  very  confiderable  forge  :  they  do  not  run 
fows  here :  the  gardens  of  Baron  de  Gecr,  confidering  their  pofition,  north  of  60".  are 
handfome.  Forfmarck,  a  fine  forge,  and  handfome  manfion.  The  llage  from  Har' 
majhy  is  not  pleafant,  but  extremely  hilly,  a  woody,  rocky  country.  Provided  you  be 
not  difpofed  to  flop  at  Griflehamm,  you  muft  adviie  the  failors  beforehand.  The  fares 
are  fixed  for  the  boats  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year.  You  crofs  the  whole  length 
of  the  ifland  of  Aland,  dependant  on  the  government  of  Finland  j  although  the  ifland 
have  no  towns  it  is  yet  tolerably  well  peopled.  If  you  wifli  to  take  the  cuftomary  route 
you  muft  confult  the  poft  road  book  :  if  the  weather  be  fine  it  will  be  advifable  to  pro- 
ceed dire£tly  to  Abo. 

Abo^  the  capital  of  Finland:  this  city  has  ten  thoufand  inhabitants;  it  contains  nothing 
peculiarly  interefting  :  the  univerfity  is  no  great  matter. 

As  far  as  BoJJladt  the  country  is  much  interfered  by  woods,  rocks,  fands,  and  heaths: 
the  roads  are  frequently  ftony  and  tirefome,  before  your  each  Kackh  you  catch  here  and 
there  a  glinipfe  of  the  fea.  At  Boljiadt  the  road  begins  to  mend,  the  country  to  be 
better  peopled,  and  in  higher  cultivation.     The  ftage  from  Oids  not  fo  pleafant. 

Helfin^ors  is  a  wretched  town,  but  worth  turning  afide  to  vifit  on  account  of  the  for- 
trefs  of  Sweaborg,  a  fhort  league  from  fhore. 

Borgo,  a  very  fmall  and  very  ugly  town. 

Louifa,  juft  fuch  another  town  as  the  laft  mentioned  ;  the  laft  in  Sweden.  It  is  not 
paved  J  nor  has  it  any  gates.     There  is  a  battalion  in  garrifon  here,  and  fome  artillery. 

Its 
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Its  fituation  between  a  mountain  and  the  fea  is  very  difagreeable.  Thus  far  you  meet 
with  accommodations  at  the  different  ftages  to  fleep,  either  good  or  bad.  Between  Sel- 
figeu  and  Pyttis  you  leave  Svfeden  and  enter  the  Ruffian  empire:  here  you  have  to 
fhow  your  paffport.  The  whole  of  Finland  is  ftony,  and  the  roads  in  either  a  great  or 
fmaller  degree  fatiguing. 

In  Ruffia  you  i-eckon  by  werfts ;  the  horfes  are  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  1  kopees  per 
werfl: ;  the  poftillion  makes  no  claim  ;  the  charge  of  the  ftage  is  paid  for  beforehand. 
It  is  abfolutely  requifite  you  fhould  take  copper  money  with  you,  or  expcfl:  to  lofe  upon 
ducats,  which  are  the  only  coin  you  can  take  into  Ruffia,  at  leafl:  the  only  one  known 
by  the  poft-mafters. 

Fredericjhamm  is  a  fmall  town,  has  nothing  worth  notice.  Wyburg  is  rather  a  pretty 
town,  the  capital  of  the  government  j  it  is  tolerably  well  fortified,  and  the  garrifon  is 
confiderable;  it  is  a  place  of  great  trade;  your  paffports  are  examined  both  on  entering 
the  town  and  leaving  it.  As  far  as  Wyburg  the  route  is  through  much  forefl:  and  rocky 
country  ;  the  country  is  extremely  wretched,  and  widely  different  from  Swedifli  Fin- 
land ;  from  the  very  borders  we  met  with  nothing  but  the  mofl  diftrefsful  indications 
of  mifery. 

The  four  lafl:  ftages  are  deteftable,  the  roads  entirely  ruined  ;  you  are  obliged  either 
to  go  a  foot  pace,  or  run  imminent  danger.  You  can  ileep  no  where  but  at  Belloftrow  ; 
at  all  the  other  flages  you  find  abfolutely  nothing :  we  recommend  the  inquifitive  to 
take  a  view  of  fome  of  the  dwellings  in  order  themfelves  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
aftual  condition  of  the  country. 

The  lad  ftage  you  pay  double.  There  is  no  cuftom-houfe  at  the  entrance  of  Pe- 
terlburg. 
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Chap.  I. — Entrance  into  RuJJla, — Limits  and  Account  of  the  Province  difmemberedfrom 
Poland. — Cheapnefs  of  the  Pcjl. — J  our  my  to  Smolenjko. — Hiftory  and  Defcription  of 
Smolenjko, — Divine  Service  in  the  Cathedral. — Vi/tt  to  the  Bijhop. — Dinner  with  a 
Judge. — Journey  to  Mofcow. — Pcafants. — Their  Drefs^  Cottages,  Food,  ^c. 

AUGUST  20.  We  entered  Ruflia  at  the  fmall  village  of  Tolitzin,  which  in  1772 
belonged  to  Poland  -,  but  it  is  now  comprifed  in  the  portion  of  country  ceded  by  the 
the  late  partition  treaty.  The  province  allotted  to  Rufiia  comprifes  Polifh  Livonia, 
that  part  of  the  palatinate  of  Polotfk  which  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  Duna,  the  palatinates 
of  Viteplk,  Miciflaw,  and  two  fmall  portions  to  the  north-eaft  and  fputh-eaft  of  the  pa- 
latinate of  Minfk. ;  this  traft  of  Land  (Polifh  Livonia  excepted)  is  fituated  in  White- 
Ruffia,  and  includes  at  leaft  one  third  of  Lithuania. 

The  Ruffian  limits  of  the  new  province  are  formed  by  the  Duna,  from  its  mouth  to 
above  Vitepfk  ;  from  thence  by  a  llraight  line  running  direftly  fouth  to  the  fource  of 
the  Drug  near  Tolitzin,  by  the  Drug  to  its  junction  with  the  Dnieper,  and  laftly  by  the 
Dnieper  to  the  point  where  it  receives  the  Sotz.  This  territory  is  now  divided  into  the 
two  governments  of  Polotfk  and  Mohilef ;  the  population  amounts  to  one  million  fix 
hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  its  productions  are  chiefly  grain,  hemp,  flax,  and  paflure  ;  its 
forefls  furnifh  great  abundance  of  mafts,  planks,  alfo  oak  for  fliip  building,  pitch  and 
tar,  which  are  chiefly  fent  down  the  Duna  to  Riga. 

At  Tolitzin  we  were  greatly  aflonifhed  at  the  cheapnefs  of  the  pofl-horfes,  and  when 
our  fervant  had  difcharged  the  firfl  account,  which  amounted  to  only  two  copecs,  or 
about  a  penny  a  verft  f  for  each  horfe,  we  fliould  have  concluded  that  he  had  cheated 
the  poll  mafter,  had  we  not  been  well  convinced,  from  the  general  charafter  of  the 
Ruffians,  that  they  were  not  likely  to  be  duped  by  flrangers.  Indeed  we  foon  after- 
wards  difcovered,  that  even  half  of  the  charge,  which  we  thought  fo  extremely  mode- 
rate, might  have  been  faved,  had  we  obtained  an  order  from  the  Ruffian  embafTador  at 
Warfaw. 

From  Tolitzin,  through  the  new  government  of  Mohilef,  the  road  was  excellent,  and 
of  confiderable  breadth,  with  a  double  row  of  trees  planted  on  each  fide,  and  ditches  to 
drain  off  the  water.  We  pafTed  through  feveral  wretched  villages,  ferried  at  Orfa  over 
the  Dnieper,  there  only  a  fmall  river,  went  through  DubrofFna,  and  arrived  In  the  even- 
ing at  Lady.  The  country  from  Tolitzin  to  Lady  is  waving  and  fomewhat  hilly, 
abounds  with  forefls,  and  produces  corn,  millet,  hemp,  and  flax.  In  the  largeft  villages 
we  obferved  fchools  and  other  buildings,  conflrufting  at  the  expence  of  the  Emprefs  j 

•  From  his  Travels  in  the  Northern  Countries  of  Europe.     London,  1802,  5  vols.  8vo, 
"t  Tbrse  quarters  of  a  mile. 
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alfo  churches  with  domes,  intended  for  the  Polifh  diffidents  of  the  Greek  fefl:,  and  the 
Ruffians  who  chufe  to  fettle  in  the  country. 

Lady  is  fituated  in  the  government  of  Smolenfko,  and,  before  the  late  difmember- 
ment,  was  a  Ruffian  frontier  town :  we  took  up  our  quarters  at  the  poft-houfe,  where 
we  procured  a  comfortable  apartment.  Thefe  poft-houfes,  which  frequently  occur  on 
the  high  roads  of  Ruffia,  are  moflly  conflrufted  upon  the  fame  plan,  and  extremely 
convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers  :  they  are  large  fquare  wooden  build- 
ings, enclofed  in  a  fpacious  court-yard  ;  in  the  centre  of  the  front  is  a  range  of  apart- 
ments intended  for  the  reception  of  travellers,  with  a  gateway  on  each  fide  leading  into 
the  court-yard  ;  the  remainder  of  the  front  is  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  poft-mafler 
and  his  fervants,  the  other  three  fides  of  the  quadrangle  are  divided  into  ftables  and 
fheds  for  carriages,  and  large  barns  for  hay  and  corn.  We  were  agreeably  furprifed, 
even  in  this  remote  place,  to  meet  with  fome  Englifli  (trong  beer,  and  no  lefs  pleafed  to 
fee  our  fupper  ferved  in  diflies  of  Wedgewood's  ware.  The  luxury  of  clean  ftraw  for 
our  beds,  was  no  fmall  addition  to  thefe  comforts. 

Calling  for  our  bill  in  the  morning,  we  found  our  charges  as  reafonable  as  the  enter- 
tainment was  good.     The  fatisfaftion  we  expreffed  at  our  reception,  perhaps  induced 
the  fecretary  (as  the  poft-mafter  himfelf  was  abfent)  to  think  us  proper  fubjeds  of  im- 
pofiiion.     The  diftance  to  the  next  flation  was  about  ten  miles,  and  the  fecretary  de- 
manded three  times  the  fum  allowed  by  the  public  regulations,  under  pretence  of  our 
not  being  provided  with  an  order  for  poft-horfes.      We  hinted  fome  furprize  at  this 
charge :  this  intimation,  though  conveyed  in  the  mildeft  terms,  was  anfwered  with  ex- 
preffions  of  contempt  and  defiance  ;  he  ordered  the  horfes  again  into  the  flable,  and  de- 
clared wefliould  not  flir  from  the  place  until  we  difcharged  the  full  fum.     1  hough  we 
might  eafiiy  have  been  prevailed  upon  by  the  flighteft  apology  to  fubmit  to  the  impo- 
fition,  we  determined  to  chaftife  his  infolence.     We  repaired  to  the  dire(5lor  of  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe,  and  were  immediately  admitted;  to  our  great  fatisfaflion  he  fpoke  German, 
and  after  hearing  our  cafe,  told  us  that  the  Ruffian  had  demanded  treble  the  fum  he 
was  intitled  to  ;  he  affured  us  we  fhould  receive  inftant  redrefs,  and  that  the  offender 
fhould  be  punifhed.     Having  difpatched  a  meffenger,  to  whom  he  whifpered  a  private 
order,  he  delired  us  to  wait  his  return,  and  offered  us  coffee.     While  we  were  drinking 
it,  he  gave  us  much  information  relative  to  the  Ruffian  polls,  added  feveral  hints,  which 
afterwards  proved  fingularly  ufeful,  and  advifed  us  to  procure  an  order  for  horfes  from 
the  governor  of  Smolenfko.     In  the  midft  of  this  converfation  a  carriage  drove  to  the 
door,  which  we  perceived  to  be  our  own,  with  all  things  ready  for  our  immediate  de- 
parture :  the  poft-mafler's  fecretary  made  at  the  fame  time  his  appearance  in  a  fubmif- 
live  attitude ;  we  interceded  with  the  DireSor  for  his  back,  and  obtained  a  promife  that 
he  fhould  only  be  reprimanded.     After  making  thofe  acknowledgments  to  the  friendly 
diretlor,  which  were  due  to  his  politenefs,  we  took  our  leave  and  proceeded  on  our 
joui'ney. 

We  were  much  chagrined  at  finding  that  the  excellent  new  road  terminated  at  Lady: 
it  was  fome  fatisfaftion,  however,  that  the  remaining  parts  from  thence  to  Smolenfka 
proved  far  fuperior  to  thofe  we  had  encountered  in  the  Lithuanian  forefls.  The  vil- 
lages were  an  exaft  counterpart  to  thofe  we  had  quitted,  and  exhibited  a  repetition  of 
fcenes  already  detailed.  The  Ruffians  differ  widely  in  their  appearance  and  dreis  from 
the  Polifh  peafants.  The  moil  flriking  contraft  arifes  from  the  method  of  wearing  their 
hair ;  the  Ruffians,  inftead  of  [having  their  heads,  let  their  hair  hang  over  the  eye-brows 
and  ears,  and  cut  it  fhort  round  the  neck.  The  country  was  undulating  and  hilly,  and 
more  open  than  ufual  until  we  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Smolenfko  ^  when  we 

4U  2  plunged 


57*  coxe's  travels  in  Russia. 

plunged  into  a  thick  foreft,  which  continued  almofl;  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  fingle  village,  or  fcarcely  of  a  fingle  cottage. 

In  1403,  Smolenfko,  which  belonged  to  the  Ruffians,  was  befieged  and  taken  by 
Vitoldus,  and,  together  with  the  whole  province,  united  to  the  duchy  of  Lithuania*, 
During  the  inveterate  enmity  which  fubfifted  between  the  Ruffians  and  Poles,  Smoleniko 
was  a  place  of  great  importance ;  though  only  fortified  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
time,  partly  with  ramparts  of  earth  and  ditches,  and  partly  vvidi  pallifadoes,  and  a 
wooden  citadel  t ;  thefe  fortifications  were,  however,  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift  the  de- 
fultory  attacks  of  undifciplined  troops,  and  it  was  at  different  intervals  ineffeftually  be- 
fieged until  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  Vaffili  Ivanovitch,  Great  Duke  of 
Mofcovy,  obtained  pofleffion  by  corrupting  the  garrifon.  It  continued  in  the  hands  of 
the  Ruffians  above  a  century,  in  the  lame  fimple  ftyle  of  defence.  At  length  the  im- 
portance of  its  fituation  near  the  frontiers  of  Poland,  and  the  improvements  in  the  art  of 
war,  induced  Boris  Godunof,  prime  minifter  and  brother-in-law  of  the  Tzar  Feodor 
Ivanovitch,  to  furround  it  with  a  wall ;  he  came  in  perfon  to  Smolenfko,  and  affifted  ia 
tracing  the  fite  of  the  fortifications,  which  he  lived  to  fee  completed  in  his  own  reign  J, 
and  which  (till  fubfift.  Thefe  additional  ramparts,  however,  did  not  prevent  Sigif- 
mond  III.  King  of  Poland,  from  taking  the  town  in  i6n;  and  by  the  truce  of  De- 
velina  in  161 8,  the  pofleffion  was  confirmed  to  Poland.  In  1654  it  was  again  re- 
duced by  Alexey  Michaelovitch  j  and  in  1686  finally  ceded  to  Ruffia  at  the  peace  of 
Mofcow  II , 

Smolenfko,  though  by  no  means  the  mofl  magnificent,  is  by  far  the  mofl  fingular 
town  I  have  ever  feen.  It  is  fituated  upon  the  river  Dnieper,  and  occupies  two  hills  and 
the  intervening  valley.  It  is  furrounded  by  walls  thirty  feet  high  and  fifteen  in  thick- 
nefs  ;  the  lower  part  of  flone,  and  the  upper  of  brick  :  thefe  walls,  which  follow  the 
fhape  of  the  hills,  and  enclofe  a  circumference  of  feven  verfts  §,  have,  at  every  angle, 
round  or  fquare  towers  of  two  or  three  flories,  much  broader  at  top  than  at  bottom, 
and  covered  with  circular  roofs  of  wood.  The  intervals  are  ftudded  with  fmaller  tur- 
rets ;  on  the  outfide  of  the  wall  is  a  broad  deep  ditch,  regularly  covered  way  with 
traverfes  and  glacis,  and  where  the  ground  is  higheft,  are  redoubts  in  the  modern  ftyle 
of  fortification.  In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  an  eminence,  upon  which  flands  the  ca- 
thedral ;  from  whence  I  had  a  moll  pifturefque  view  of  the  town,  interfperfed  within  the 
circuit  of  the  walls,  with  gardens,  groves,  copfes,  fields  of  pafliure,  and  corn.  The 
buildings  are  moftly  wooden,  of  one  flory  (many  no  better  than  cottages),  excepting 
here  and  there  a  gentleman's  houfe,  which  is  called  a  palace,  and  feveral  churches  con- 
ftrufted  of  brick  and  ftuccoed.  One  long  broad  ftreet  which  is  paved,  interfects  the 
whole  length  of  the  town  in  a  ftraight  line;  the  other  ftreets  wind  in  circular  dire£lix)ns, 
and  are  floored  with  planks.  The  walls,  flretching  over  the  uneven  fides  of  the  hills 
till  they  reach  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  their  antient  flyle  of  architefture,  and  gro- 
tefque  towers ;  the  fpires  of  churches  fhooting  above  the  trees,  which  are  fo  numerous 
as  almofl  ta  conceal  the  buildings  from  view  ;  the  appearance  of  meadows  and  arable 
ground  ;  all  thefe  objefls  blended  together  exhibit  a  fcene  of  the  mofl  fingular  and  con- 
trafted  kind.  On  the  further  fide  of  the  Dnieper  many  flraggling  wooden  houfes  form 
the  fu-burbs,  and  are  joined  to  the  town  by  a  wooden  bridge.  As  far  as  I  could  colled, 
from  vague  information,  Smolenfko  contains  four  thoufand  inhabitants  :  it  has  no  ma^- 

*  DIugoffius,  Lib.  X.  p.  104.  et  feq. 

+   Rerum  Mofc.  Audi.  p.  J2.     Mayerberg  Iter.  Mofc.  p.  74. 

■^  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  94.     Lengniclij  Jus  Pub.  t.  i.  p.  46. 

I  Lengnicb,  vol.  i.  p.  47.  ^  Four  miles  and  three  quartersi 
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nufadures,  but  carries  on  fome  commerce  with  the  Ukrain?,  Dantzic,  and  Riga.  The 
principal  articles  of  trade  are  flax,  hemp,  honey,  wax,  hides,  hogs'  brillles,  mafts, 
planks,  and  Siberian  furs. 

The  Dnieper  rifes  in  the  forefl:  of  Volkonlki,  near  the  fource  of  the  Volga,  about 
one  hundred  miles  from  SmolcnllvO,  paflls  by  Smolenlko  and  Mohilef,"  feparates  the 
Ukraine  from  Poland,  flows  by  Kiof,  and  falls  into  the  Black-fea  between  Otchakof 
and  Kinburn.  By  the  acquifition  of  the  province  of  Mohilef,  the  whole  courfe  is  now 
included  within  the  Ruilian  territories.  It  begins  to  be  navigable  at  a  little  didance 
above  Smolenlko  ;  but  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  is  fo  Ihallow  near  the  town,  that  the 
goods  muft  be  tranfported  on  rafts  and  fmall  iiat-bottorned  boats. 

Having  occafion  for  a  new  paffport  and  an  order  for  horfes,  we  called  upon  the  go- 
vernor, in  company  with  a  Ruflian  ftudent,  who  fpoke  Latin,  for  our  interpreter.  The 
governor  being  at  church,  we  repaired  to  the  cathedral,  and  waited  until  the  conclufion 
of  divine  fervice.  The  cathedral  is  a  (lately  building,  erefted  on  the  fpot  where  for- 
merly flood  the  palace  of  the  antient  Dukes  of  Smolenlko.  The  infide  walls  are 
covered  with  coarfe  paintings  reprefenting  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin,  and  a  variety  o£ 
Saints,  which  abound  in  the  Greek  calendar.  The  fhrine,  or  fanctuary,  into  which 
only  the  priefts  are  admitted,  is  feparated  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  a  fcreen  with- 
folding  doors,  and  ornamented  with  twilled  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order,  richly 
carved  and  gilded. 

The  worlhip  feemed  to  confifl:  of  innumerable  ceremonies :  the  people  crofled 
themfelves  without  ceafing,  bowed  towards  the  fhrine  and  to  each  other,  and  even 
touched  the  ground  with  their  heads.  The  Bifhop  of  Smolenfko  performed  the  fervice  ;, 
he  was  a  venerable  figure,  with  v^hite  flowing  hair  and  long  beard  ;  he  was  dreffed 
in  rich  epifcopal  robes,  and  had  a  crown  on  his  head.  The  folding  doors  were  occa- 
fionally  opened,  and  clofed  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  whenever  the  Bifliop  re-, 
tired  within,  or  came  forth  to  blefs  the  people.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  the 
doors  being  thrown  open,  the  Bifliop  advanced  with  a  chandelier  in  each  hand,  one 
containing  three,  and  the  other  two  lighted  candles,  which  he  repeatedly  croffed  over 
each  other  in  different  directions  ;  and  then  waving  them  towards  the  congregation, 
concluded  with  a  final  benediftion.  Thefe  chandeliers,  as  I  am  informed,  are  fym- 
bolical  ;  one  alludes  to  the  Trinity,  and  the  other  to  the  two  natures  of  Chrifl. 

At  the  end  of  the  fervice  we  prefented  ourfelves  to  the  Governor,  who,  to  our  fur- 
prize,  received  us  with  an  air  of  coldnefs,  which  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  our  in- 
terpreter that  he  could  not  utter  a  fingle  word.  At  length  a  gentleman  in  the  Gover- 
nor's train  accofted  us  in  French,  and  inquired  our  bufinefs.  Informing  him  that  we 
were  Englifh  gentlemen  wno  defired  a  paffport,  and  an  order  for  horfes,  he  told  us 
with  a  fmile,  that  the  plainnefs  of  our  dreffes  had  raifed  a  fufpicion  of  our  being  tradef- 
men  ;  but  he  was  not  ignorant  that  Englifh  gentlemen  feldom  wore  lace  or  fvvords  on 
a  journey  ;  an  intimation  which  recalled  to  our  recolleftion  the  advice  of  our  Polifli 
friend  at  Minfk.  Hl  then  whifpered  the  Governor,  who  inflantly  affumed  an  appear- 
ance of  complacency,  and  teflified  an  intention  of  complying  with  our  requefl. 

This  matter  being  adjufled,  the  Bifliop  joined  the  company  ;  he  had  laid  afide  the 
coflly  garments  in  which  he  performed  the  fervice,  and  was  dreffed  in  a  long  black 
robe,  a  round  black  cap,  and  veil.  He  addrefled  us  in  Latin,  and  invited  us  to  his 
houfe.  He  led  the  way  ;  and  we  followed  with  the  refl  of  the  company  to  a  commo- 
dious wooden  building  adjoining  to  the  cathedral.  On  entering  the  apartment,  the 
Governor  and  Ruffian  gentleman  kiffed  his  hand  with  great  marks  of  refpeft.  /\fter 
defiring  all  the  company  to  fit,  he  diflinguifhed  us  by  particular  attention  ;  obferving,, 
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with  much  politenels,  that  our  company  gave  him  greater  pleafure,  as  he  had  never, 
fince  his  refidence  at  Smolenfko,  received  a  vifit  from  any  Engliihmen,  for  whofe  na- 
tion he  had  the  higheft  refpeft.  During  this  converfation  a  fervant  fpread  a  cloth  upon 
a  fniall  table,  and  placed  upon  it  a  plate  of  bread,  fome  fait,  and  fome  flowers  ;  another 
followed  with  a  falver  of  fmall  glaffes  full  of  a  tranfparent  liquor.  The  Bifhop  blefled 
the  bread  and  the  falver  with  great  folemnity,  and  then  took  a  glafs  ;  we  thought  it  at 
firft  a  religious  ceremony,  but  were  undeceived  when  the  fervants  offered  the  bread 
and  falver  to  us  as  well  as  to  the  rell  of  the  company.  Every  one  being  ferved,  the 
Bifliop  drank  all  our  healths,  a  compliment  which  the  company  returned  with  a  bow, 
and  indantly  emptied  their  glalles :  we  followed  this  example,  and  found  the  liquor 
to  be  a  dram  of  cherry-water.  This  preliminary  being  fettled,  we  refumed  our  conver- 
fation with  the  Bifliop,  and  aflced  feveral  queftions  relative  to  the  ancient  fl;ate  of  Smo- 
lenfl^.o.  He  anfwered  every  inquiry  with  great  readinefs  ;  gave  us  a  concife  account  of 
the  ftate  of  the  town  under  its  ancient  dukes,  and  informed  us  that  their  palace  was 
fituated  on  the  fpot  now  occupied  by  the  cathedral,  which  was  built  by  Feodor  Mi- 
chaelovitch,  brother  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  had  been  lately  repaired  and  beautified. 
After  half  an  hour's  agreeable  converfation,  we  took  our  leave,  greatly  pleafed  with 
the  politenefs  and  affability  of  the  prelate. 

Our  interpreter  then  conducted  us  to  the  feminary  appropriated  for  the  education  of 
the  clergy,  in  which  the  Latin,  Greek,  German,  and  Polifli  languages  are  taught  :  the 
prieft  who  fliewed  us  the  library  talked  Latin ;  he  introduced  us  into  his  chamber, 
and,  according  to  the  hofpitable  cuflom  of  this  country,  offered  us  fome  refrefhment, 
which  confifted  of  cakes  and  mead. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Ruflian  gentleman  who  fo  obligingly  relieved  us  from  our 
embarraifment  before  the  Governor,  kindly  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  invited  us  to  dine  with 
him  on  the  following  day.  We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  waited  upon  him  at  two, 
the  ufual  hour  of  dining :  he  was  a  judge,  and  lived  in  a  wooden  houfe  provided  by 
the  court ;  the  rooms  were  fmall,  but  neatly  furniflied.  The  company  confifted  of 
the  judge,  his  wife  and  filler,  all  of  whom  talked  French  :  the  ladies  were  dreflled  in 
the  French  falhion,  with  much  rouge;  they  did  not  curtfy,  but  their  mode  of  falute 
was  to  bow  their  heads  very  low.  Before  dinner  liqueurs  were  handed  about ;  each 
lady  took  a  fmall  glafs,  and  recommended  the  fame  to  us  as  favourable  to  digeftion. 
The  table  was  neatly  fet  out,  the  dinner  excellent,  and  ferved  up  in  Englifh  cream- 
coloured  ware.  Befides  plain  roaft  and  boiled  meats,  feveral  Ruflian  diflies  were  in- 
troduced ;  one  of  thefe  was  a  fallad  compofed  of  muflirooms  and  onions,  and  another 
of  grain  of  green  corn,  baked  and  moiftened  with  fweet  oil.  Before  we  rofe  from  the 
table,  our  hoft  calling  for  a  large  glafs,  filled  a  bumper  of  champagne,  drank  it  off  to 
our  health,  and  then  handed  the  glafs  round.  "  This  is  an  old  cuftoni,"  he  faid, 
*•  and  was  meant  as  an  exprefTion  of  regard  :  the  age  is  now  grown  delicate,  and  the 
free  efi'ufions  of  hofpitality  muft  be  fuppreffed  by  ceremony ;  but  1  am  an  old-fafhioned 
man,  and  cannot  eafily  relinquifh  the  habits  of  my  youth." 

After  dinner  we  adjourned  to  another  room,  and  played  two  or  three  rubbers  of 
whift.  Coftee  and  tea  were  brought  in,  and  a  plate  of  fweet-meats  was  handed  round 
to  the  company.  At  fix  we  took  leave  of  our  friendly  hoft,  and  returned  to  our  inn, 
if  it  may  be  called  by  that  honourable  appellation.  This  inn,  the  only  one  fn  the  town, 
was  a  wooden  building,  in  a  ruinous  ftate,  formerly  painted  on  the  out  fide.  The 
apartment  which  we  occupied  had  once  been  hung  with  paper,  fragments  of  which  here 
and  there  covered  a  fmall  portion  of  the  wainfot,  a  patch  work  of  old  and  new  planks. 
The  furniture  confifted  of  two  benches  and  as  many  chairs,  one  without  a  bottora,  and 
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the  other  without  a  back  ;  a  deal  box  ferved  the  purpofe  of  a  tabic.  We  were  inclined 
to  conjedure  that  there  was  a  heavy  tax  upon  air  and  light ;  for  all  the  windows  were 
clofed  with  planks,  except  one,  which  could  not  be  opened,  and  could  fcarcely  be  feen 
through,  on  account  of  the  dirt  with  which  it  was  incrufted.  In  the  inventory  of  thefe 
valuables  I  fliould  not  omit  a  couch  upon  which  I  flept :  it  had  been  fo  often  mended, 
that,  like  Sir  John  Cutler's  (lockings,  immortalized  by  Mart'nius  Scriblcnis,  we  could 
not  diftinguifh  any  part  of  the  original  materials.  It  may  perhaps  appear  furprizing, 
that  a  town  like  Smolenfko  ihould  contain  no  tolerable  inn  ;  but  the  furprize  will  ceafe 
when  we  refleft  that  few  flrangers  pafs  this  way  ;  that  the  Ruffians  carry  their  provi- 
fions,  and  either  continue  their  journey  during  the  night,  or  are  accommodated  in  pri- 
vate  houfes. 

Auguft  25.  We  quitted  Smolenflco,  crofled  the  Dnieper  over  a  wooden  bridge  into 
the  fuburbs,  and  purfued  our  journey  through  a  valley  of  fine  paflure  watered  by  the 
Dnieper,  fpotted  with  underwood,  and  terminating  on  each  fide  in  gentle  eminences 
clothed  with  trees.  As  we  advanced,  the  country  became  more  abrupt,  but  no  where 
rofe  into  any  confiderable  hill.  Near  Slovoda,  a  large  ftraggling  village,  where  we  (top- 
ped for  a  few  hours  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  we  again  crofTed  the  Dnieper  on 
a  raft  formed  of  trunks  of  trees  tied  together  with  cords,  and  fcarcely  large  enough  to  re- 
ceive the  carriage,  which  funk  it  fome  inches  under  water  :  this  machine  was  then 
pulhed  from  the  banks  until  it  met  another  of  the  fame  kind,  to  which  the  horfes  (lep- 
ped  with  difficulty  ;  and  the  diftance  of  the  two  rafts  from  each  other  was  fo  confider- 
able, that  the  carriage  could  fcarcely  be  prevented  from  flipping  between  them  into  the 
river. 

The  fecond  pod  from  this  primitive  ferry  was  Dogorobulh,  built  upon  a  rifing  hill, 
and  exhibiting,  like  Smolenlko,  though  on  a  fmallerfcale,  an  intermixture  of  churches, 
houfes,  cottages,  corn-fields,  and  meadows  :  fome  of  the  houfes,  lately  conftrufted  at 
the  Emprefs's  expence,  were  of  brick  covered  with  (lucco,  and  had  the  appearance  of 
palaces  when  contrafted  with  the  meannefs  of  the  furrounding  hovels.  This  place 
was  formerly  a  (trong  fortrefs,  and  frequently  befieged  during  the  wars  between 
Ruffia  and  Poland.  From  the  ramparts  of  the  ancient  citadel  we  commanded  an  ex- 
tenfive  view  of  the  adjacent  country,  confiding  of  a  large  plain  watered  by  the  winding 
Dnieper,  and  bounded  by  diftant  hills.  From  Dogorobufh  we  proceeded  twenty  four 
miles  to  a  (mall  village  called  Zaratelh,  where  we  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in  being 
houfed  for  the  night  in  a  tolerable  hut,  which  alforded  a  rare  inftance  of  accommodation 
in  thefe  parts,  a  room  feparated  from  that  ufed  by  the  family.  Our  hoftefs  was  a 
true  Afiatic  figure  :  (he  was  drelTed  in  a  blue  garment  without  lleeves,  which  defcend- 
ed  to  the  ancles,  and  was  tied  round  the  wai(t  with  a  red  fa(h  ;  flie  wore  a  white  piece 
of  linen  wrapped  round  her  head  like  a  turban,  ear-rings,  and  necklace  of  variegated 
beads ;  her  fandals  were  faftened  with  blue  firings,  which  were  alfo  tied  round  the 
ancles,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  coarfe  linen  wr^i^jpers  that  ferved  for  (lockings. 

Auguft  27.  Our  route  the  next  morning,  from  Zaratefli  to  Viafma,  lay  through  a 
continued  foreft,  occafionally  relieved  by  the  intervention  of  paftures  and  corn  fields. 
When  we  refleded  that  we  were  in  the  55th  degree  of  northern  latitude,  we  were  fur- 
prized  at  the  forwardnefs  of  the  harvelt  :  the  wheat  and  barley  were  already  carried 
in,  and  the  peafants  employed  in  cutting  the  oats  and  millet.  Since  our  departure  from 
Smolenfko  the  weather  proved  remarkably  cold,  and  the  wind  had  the  keennefs  of  a 
November  blaft  ;  the  peafants  were  all  clothed  in  their  (heep-ikins,  or  winter  dreffes. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Viafma  we  palfed  the  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  navigable 
only  for  rafts,  which  defcend  its  flream  into  the  Dnieper  ;  we  then  mounted  a  fmall 
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eminence  to  the  town,  which  makes  a  magnificent  appearance  with  the  domes  and  fpires 
of  fevei'al  churches  rifing  above  the  trees.     Viaima  fpreads  over  a  large  extent  of 
ground ;  the  buildings  are  moftly  of  wood,  a  few  houfes  of  brick  excepted,    lately 
erected  by  the  munificence  of  the  Emprefs.     Part  of  the  principal  ftreet  is  formed,  like 
the  Ruffian  roads,  of  trees  laid  crofs-ways,  and  part  is  boarded  with  planks  like  the 
floor  of  a  room.      It  contains  above   twenty  churches,  a  remarkable  number  for  a 
place  but   thinly  inhabited.     The  churches  in  the  fmall  towns  and  villages  are  chiefly 
ornamented  with  a  cupola  and  feveral  dotnes  ;  the  outfide  v/alis  are  either  white-wafhed 
or  painted  red,  and  the  cupolas  or  domes  are  generally  green,  or  of  a  different  co-_ 
lour  from  the  other  parts.     At  fonie  diftance  the  number  of  fpires  and  domes  rifing 
above  the  trees,  which  conceal  the  contiguous  hovels,  would  lead  a  traveller  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  country  to  exped  a  large  city,  where  he  will  only  find  a  colleftion  o£ 
wooden  huts. 

At  Viafma  was  concluded,  in  1634,  the  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  between  Ladif- 
laus  IV.  King  of  Poland,  and  Michael  Feodorovitch  :  by  which  treaty  Michael  con- 
firmed the  cefTion  of  Smoleniko,  Severia,  and  Tchernichef,  which  had  been  yielded  to 
the  Poles  at  the  truce  of  Develina  ;  while  Ladiflaus  renounced  the  title  of  Tzar,  and 
acknowledged  Michael  as  the  rightful  ibvereign  of  Ruflia  *.  On  this  occafion  both 
monarchs  relinquifhed  what  they  did  not  poffefs,  and  wifely  facrificed  imaginary  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  attainment  of  a  fubftantial  peace. 

The  RuiTian  peafants  appear  in  general  a  large  coarfe  hardy  race,  and  of  great  bo- 
dily ftrength  ;  theii*  drefs  is  a  round  hat  or  cap  with  a  high  crown,  a  coarfe  robe  of 
drugget  (or  in  winter  of  fheep-fkin,  with  the  wool  turned  inwards,)  reaching  below 
the  knee,  and  bound  round  the  waift  by  a  fafh,  trowfers  of  linen  almoft  as  thick  as 
fackcloth,  a  woollen  or  flannel  cloth  wrapped  round  the  leg  inftead  of  flockings,  fan- 
dais  woven  from  ftrips  of  a  pliant  bark,  and  faftened  by  firings  of  the  fame  materials, 
which  are  afterwards  twined  round  the  leg,  and  ferve  as  garters  to  the  woollen  or 
flannel  wrappers.  In  warm  weather  the  peafants  frequently  wear  only  a  fhort  coarfe 
Ihirt  and  trowfers. 

The  cottages  are  built  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  Lithuania,  but  larger,  and 

fomewhat  better  provided  with  furniture  and  domeftic  utenfils  :  they  are  of  a  fquare 

fhape,  formed  of  whole  trees,  piled  upon  one  another,  and  fecured  at  the  four  corners 

with  mortifes  and  tenons.      The  interftices  between  thefe   piles  are  filled  with  mofs. 

Within  the  timbers  are  fmoothed  with  the  axe,  fo  as  to  form  the  appearance  of  wain- 

fcot ;  but  without  are  left  with  the  bark  in  their  rude  flate.     The  roofs  are  in  the 

penthoufe  form,  and  generally  compofed  of  the  bark  of  trees  or  fhingles,  which  are 

fometimes  covered  with  mould  or  turf.     The  peafants  ufually  conftruft  the  whole 

houfe  folely  with  the  afliftance  of  the  hatchet,  and  cut  the  planks  of  the  floor  with  the 

fame  inflrument,  in  many  parts  being  unacquainted  vi'ith  the  ufe  of  the   faw :  they 

finifh  the  fhell  of  the  houfe  and  roof  before  they  begin  to  cut  the  windows  or  doors. 

The  windows  are  apertures  of  a  few  inches  fquare,  clofed  with  Aiding  frames,  and  the 

doo!  s  are  fo  low  as  not  to  admit  a  niiddle-fized  man  without  Hooping.     Thefe  cottages 

fometimes,  though  very  rarely,  confift  of  two  (lories ;  in  which  cafe  the  lower  apai-t- 

n.ent  is  a  ifore-room,  and  the  upper  the  habitable  part  of  the  houfe  :  the  flair-cafe  is 

moft  commonly  a  ladder  on  the  outfide.     Mod  of  thefe  huts  are,  however,  only  one 

ftory,  and  few  of  them  contain  two  rooms,  the  generality  only  one.     In  fome  of  this 

latter  fort  I  was  frequently  awakened  by  the  chickens  picking  the  grains  of  corn  in 

*  Lengnich,  Hifl.  Pol.  p.  167. 
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the  draw  upon  which  I  lay,  and  more  than  once  by  a  lefs  Jnofiennve  animal.  At 
Tab'.uka,  a  village  where  we  paiT'cd  the  night  of  the  27th,  a  party  of  hogs,  at  four  in 
the  morning,  roufed  me  by  grunting  clofe  to  my  car.  Not  much  pleafed  either  with 
the  earlinefs  of  the  vifit,  or  the  falutation  of  my  vifitors,  I  called  out  to  my  fervant, 
*'  Jofeph,  drive  thefe  gentry  out  of  the  room,  and  fliut  the  door."  "  There  is  no  door 
that  will  fliut,"  replied  Jofeph,  with  great  compofure,  "  we  have  tried  every  expedient 
to  taften  it  without  fuccefs  ;  the  hogs  have  more  than  once  been  excluded,  but  have  as 
often  returned."  This  converfation  cftectually  roufing  me,  I  detcrmed  to  refign  to 
my  unwelcome  guelfs  that  litter  which  I  could  no  longer  enjoy  ;  and  contemplated,  by 
the  light  of  a  flip  of  deal,  the  furrounding  fcene.  My  two  companions  were  ftretch- 
ed  upon  the  fame  parcel  of  draw  from  which  I  had  jull  emerged  ;  a  httle  beyond  ouy 
fervants  occupied  a  feparate  heap  ;  at  a  fmall  diftance  three  Ruflians,  with  long  beards, 
and  coarfe  fackcloth  ihirts  and  trowfers,  lay  extended  upon  their  backs  on  the  bare  floor  ; 
oii  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  room  three  women  in  their  clothes  flumbered  on  a  long 
bench,  while  the  top  of  the  ftove  afforded  a  couch  to  a  woman  dreflTed  like  the  others 
and  four  fprawling  children  almoft  naked. 

The  furniture  in  thefe  cottages  confifls  chiefly  of  a  wooden  table  or  drefl!er,  and 
benches  faitened  to  the  fides  of  the  room  :  the  utenfils  are  wooden  platters,  bowls,  and 
fpoons,  with  perhaps  one  large  earthen  pan  for  cooking.  The  food  of  the  peafants  is 
black  rye  bread,  fometimes  white,  eggs,  falt-fifli,  bacon,  muflirooms  ;  their  favourite 
difli  is  a  hodge-podge  of  fait  or  frefli  meat,  groats,  and  rye-flour,  highly  feafoned  with 
onions  and  garlic,  which  are  much  ufed  by  the  Ruflians. 

The  peafants  were  greedy  of  money ;  almofl:  always  demanded  previous  payment  for 
every  trifle,  and  were  in  general  much  inclined  to  thieving.  In  Poland  it  was  not 
iieceflary  to  be  always  upon  the  watch;  and  we  frequently  left  the  equipage  during  the 
whole  night  without  a  guard  :  but  in  Ruflla,  without  the  precaution  of  regularly  fl:ation- 
ing  a  fervant  in  the  carriage,  every  article  would  foon  have  difappeared  ;  yet  even 
with  this  expedient,  the  watchfulnefs  of  our  Argus  was  continually  baffled  by  the  fu- 
perior  vigihmce  of  the  natives,  and  the  morning  generally  announced  feme  petty  lofs, 
to  which  the  night  had  given  birth. 

The  peafants  at  every  pofl;  were  obliged  to  furnifli  us  with  horfes  at  a  fixed  and  rea- 
fonable  rate,  which  had  the  ill  effeft  of  rendering  them  extremely  dilatory  in  their  mo- 
tions ;  and  as  our  only  interpreter  was  a  Bohemian  *  fervant,  not  perfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  Rufllan  language,  his  difficulty  in  explaining,  joined  to  their  backwardnefs  in 
executing  our  orders,  occafioned  delays  of  feveral  hours  for  a  change  of  horfes.  Tha 
peafants  acted  in  the  capacity  of  coachmen  and  pofliillions  ;  they  always  harnefl^ed  four 
horfts  a-breaft,  commonly  put  eight,  and  fometimes  even  ten  horfes  to  our  carriage  :  as 
the  ftages  were  for  the  moll  part  twenty,  and  fometimes  thirty  miles,  and  the  roads  ex- 
trernely  bad.  They  feldom  ufed  either  boots  or  faddles,  and  had  no  fort  of  llirrup, 
exc'  [it  a  rope  doubled  and  thrown  acrofs  the  horfe's  back.  Each  horfe  was  equipped 
with  a  fnaffle-bridle,  which  however  was  feldom  inferted  in  the  mouth,  but  generally 
hung  loofe  under  the  jaw.  The  method  of  driving  was  not  in  a  Iteady  pace,  but  by 
jitarts  and  bounds,  with  little  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  :  the  peafants  feU  • 
dom  trotted  their  horfes,  but  would  fuddenly  force  them  into  a  gallop  through  the 
worfl:  roads,  and  fometimes  as  fuddenly  checked  their  fpeed  upon  the  moft  level  fur- 
face.  A  common  piece  of  rope  ferved  them  for  a  whip,  which  they  feldom  had  any 
Qccafion  to  ufe,  as  they  urged  their  horfes  forwards  by  hooting  and  whiiUing  like  cat. 

•  Tlie  Bohemian  and  Ruffian  languages  are  both  'Jfakfts  of  the  Sclavouian  tongue. 
vol..  VI.  4  £  calls* 
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calls.  The  intervals  of  thefe  noifes  were  filled  with  finging,  which  is  a  favourite  prac- 
tice among  the  Ruffians,  and  has  been  mentioned  by  nio(t  travellers  who  have  viiited 
this  country.  From  the  wretched  harnefs,  which  was  continually  breaking,  the  bad- 
iiefs  of  the  roads,  the  length  of  time  we  were  always  detained  at  the  pofts  before  we 
could  procure  horles,  and  other  impediments,  we  were  feldom  able  to  travel  more  than 
forty  or  fifty  miles  a  day  ;  although  we  commenced  our  journey  before  fun-rife,  and 
purfued  it  till  it  was  dark. 

Auguft  27.  Near  Viafma  we  entered  the  vaft  foreft  of  Volkonfki,  through  which 
we  continued  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  without  interruption,  almoft  to  the  gates  of 
Mofcow.  This  foreft,  which  i'tretches  on  ail  lides  to  an  immenfe  extent,  gives  rife  to 
the  principal  rivers  of  European  Ruffia,  the  Duna,  the  Dnieper,  and  the  Volga.  The 
fources  of  the  Duna  were  at  Ibme  diftance  from  our  route  ;  but  thofe  of  the  Dnieper  and 
the  Volga  role  at  fmall  intervals  from  each  other,  not  far  from  Viafma.  The  country 
in  this  part  was  more  than  ufual  broken  into  hill  and  dale ;  though  it  {till  exhibited 
rather  a  fucceflion  of  waving  furface,  than  any  confiderable  elevations. 

On  the  28tli  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Gretkeva  towards  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
and  imprudently  proceeded  on  our  journey  another  ftage  of  eighteen  miles  :  the  even- 
ing was  exceedingly  dark,  cold,  and  rainy  ;  the  road  uncommonly  bad,  and  we  were 
in  continual  apprehenfions  of  being  overturned.  The  greatelt  danger,  however, 
which  we  encountered,  was  unknown  to  us  until  we  reached  the  end  of  the  ftation  : 
we  were  then  informed  by  our  fervants  that  we  had  crofled  a  broad  piece  of  v/ater  upon 
a  wooden  bridge  without  railing,  fo  infirm  that  it  almoif  cracked  under  the  carriage, 
and  fo  narrow  that  one  of  the  hind-wheels  was-  for  an  inftant  fufpended  over  the  pre- 
cipice. Our  ufual  good  fortune,  however,  brought  us  fafe  between  twelve  and  one  to 
a  cottage  at  Mofhaiik,  where  we  found  an  excellent  ragout  of  beef  and  onions  prepared 
by  the  trufly  fervant,  who  always  preceded  us,  and  provided  our  lodging  and  fupper. 
I  have  little  to  fay  of  Mofhaifk.  as  we  entered  it  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  departed  the 
next  morning  by  day-break.  We  changed  horfes  at  the  village  of  Selo-Naro,  and  ar- 
rived early  in  the  evening  at  Malo-a- Viafma,  embofomed  in  the  forefl,  and  pleafantiy 
fituated  at  the  edge  of  a  fniall  lake.  This  place  was  diftant  only  twenty -four  miles 
from  Mofcow,  where  we  were"  impatient  to  arrive;  but  we  prudently  deferred  our 
journey  until  the  next  morning,  as  we  did  not  chufe  to  tempt  fortune  by  expofing  our- 
felves  a  fecond  time  to  dangers  in  a  dark  night  and  in  an  unknown  country. 

The  road  for  ibme  way  before  we  came  to  Malo-a- Viafma,  and  from  thence  to  IVIof- 
cow,  was  a  broad  ftraight  avenue  cut  through  the  foreft.  The  trees  which  compofed 
thefe  vaft  plantations,  fet  by  the  hand  of  nature,  were  oaks,  beech,  mountain  afh,  pop- 
lar,  pines,  and  firs,  mingled  together  in  the  moft  wanton  variety.  The  diitorent  fliades 
of  green,  and  the  rich  tints  of  the  autunmal  colours,  were  inexprefTibly  beautiful  ;. 
while  the  fublime,  but  uniform  expanfe  of  foreft  wa.s  occafionally  relieved  by  re- 
cetfes  of  paftures  and  corn-fields. 
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Chap.  II. — Mofcoiv.  — Hi/lory. — Removal  of  the  Scat  of  Empire  to  Peterfhurgh. — Po- 
pulat'mi  and  Defcription  of  Mofcoiv. — Divifions. — Kremlin. — Khitalgorod. — Bielgorod. 
— Scmlninigorod. — Sloboda,  or  Suburbs. — New  Palace-gardens. — Old  Style. — Ho/pi' 
ialityofthe  Ruffian  Nobles. — Account  of  Midler,  the  celebrated  Hijiorian. — Annivcrfary 
of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki. — Entertainments  at  Count  Alexey  Orlof's — his  Stud. — Boxing 
Matches . — Vanxhall. 

AUGUST  ;^o.  The  approach  to  Mofcow  was  firft  announced  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  miles,  by  foine  fplres  over-topping  an  eminence  at  the  extremity  of  the  broad  ave- 
nue cut  through  the  forell ;  about  two  or  three  miles  further  we  afcended  a  height, 
from  whence  a  fuperb  profpett  of  the  vafl:  city  burd  upon  our  fight.  It  ftretched  in  the 
form  of  a  crefcent,  to  a  prodigious  extent :  while  innumerable  churches,  towers,  gilded 
fpires  and  domes,  white,  red,  and  green  buildings,  glittering  in  the  fun,  formed  a 
fplendid  appearance,  yet  ftrangely  contrafted  by  an  intermixture  of  wooden  hovels. 
The  neighbouring  country  was  undulating  ;  the  foreft  reached  to  within  a  mile  of  the 
ramparts,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  range  of  open  paftures.  We  croffed  the  river 
Molkva  on  a  long  fpecies  of  raft  floating,  faftened  to  each  bank,  which  the  Ruffians 
call  a  living-bridge,  becaufe  it  bends  under  the  carriage.  After  a  ftritt  examination  of 
our  paffport  we  drove  through  the  fuburbs  along  a  wooden  road,  entered  one  of  the 
interior  circles  of  the  town,  called  Bielgorod,  and  took  up  our  quarters  at  an  inn  kept 
by  a  Frenchman,  at  which  fome  of  the  nobility  hold  affemblies.  Our  apartments  were 
convenient  and  fpacious  ;  we  alfo  found  every  accommodation  in  abundance,  except 
bed  and  flieets  ;  for  as  no  one,  who  is  experienced  in  the  cuftoms  of  this  country,  tra- 
vels without  thofe  articles,  inns  are  feldom  provided  with  them.  With  much  trouble 
however,  we  obtained  from  our  landlord  two  bedlteads  with  bedding,  and  one  mattrefs 
to  place  upon  the  floor :  we  could  not  procure  more  than  three  fheets,  one  of  which 
fell  to  my  fhare ;  but  we  had  been  fo  long  accu Homed  to  fleep  on  draw,  that  we  fancied 
ourfelves  in  a  flate  of  unheard  of  luxury,  and  bleffed  our  good  fortune. 

Antiquaries  differ  confiderably  concerning  the  foundation  of  Mofcow ;  but  the  fol- 
lowing account  is  mofl;  probable  *  : 

Mofcow  owes  its  foundation  to  George,  fon  of  Vladimir  Monomaka,  who,  in  1 154, 
afcended  the  throne  of  Rufiia.  Being  infulted  by  Stephen  Kutchko,  Prince  of  Sufdal, 
he  confifcated  his  domains,  of  which  the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  city  formed  a  part, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  town,  which  he  called  Mofl<.va,  from  the  river  of  that 
name.  But  the  town  fell  into  fuch  decay  under  his  fucceifors,  that  when  Daniel,  fon  of 
Alexander  Newfki,  received,  in  the  divifion  of  the  empire,  the  duchy  of  Mofcovy  as  his 
portion,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  this  place,  he  may  be  faid  to  have  new  founded  the 
town.  The  fpot  now  occupied  by  the  Kremlin,  was  at  that  time  a  morafs  overfpread 
with  a  thick  wood,  containing  a  fmall  illand  with  only  a  fingle  hut.  On  this  part  Da- 
niel conftru6ted  numerous  buildings,  and  enclofed  it  with  wooden  fortifications.  He 
ui  ft  affumed  the  title  of  Duke  of  Mofcow,  and  was  fo  attached  to  this  fituation,  that  on 
i'ucceeding  his  brother  Andrew  Alexandrovitch  in  the  great  duchy  of  Vladimer,  he 
continued  his  refidence  at  Mofcow,  which  became  the  capital  of  the  Ruffian  dominions. 
His  fon  Ivan  confiderably  enlarged  the  new  metropolis,  and  in  1367  his  grandfon,  Dj- 

*  See    Sumorokof's    Kleine   Chronik  Von  Mofcau  in   St.  Pet.  Journal   for  1776;  and  Scherebatof's 
Ruir.  Gef.  p.  736. 
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metrius  Ivanovitch  Douflvi,  furrounded  the  Kremlin  with  a  brick  wall.  Thefe  new  for. 
tifications,  however,  did  not  prevent  Tamerlane,  in  1382,  from  taking  the  town*. 
Being  foon  evacuated  by  that  defultory  conqueror,  it  again  came  into  the  poff^-flion  of 
the  Rufiians;  but  was  frequently  occupied  by  the  Tartars,  who  in  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries  over-ran  Ruflia,  and  even  maintained  a  garrifon  in  Mofeow,  until 
they  v/ere  finally  expelled  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  To  him  Mofeow  is  indebted  for 
its  principal  fplendour,  and  under  him  it  became  the  mofi:  confiderable  city  of  the  Ruffian 
empire. 

The  Baron  of  Herberftein,  ambail^ulor  from  the  Emp.^ror  Maximilian  to  the  great 
Duke  Vaflili,  fonof  Ivan  VafliHevitch,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  is  the 
firft  foreign  writer  who  gave  a  defcription  of  Mofeow,  which  he  accompanied  with  a 
coarfe  engraving  of  the  town  in  wood  f.  In  this  curious  but  rude  plan,  may  be  diflin- 
guifiied  the  walls  of  the  Ki-emlin,  or  citadel,  in  their  prefent  ilate,  and  feveral  of  the 
public  buildings,  which  even  now  contribute  to  its  ornament.  From  this  period  we  are 
able  to  trace  its  progrefs  and  gradual  increafe,  under  the  fucceeding  fovereigns,  in  the 
accounts  of  feveral  Enghfh  |  and  foreign  §  travellers. 

Mofeow  continued  the  metropolis  until  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  ;  when, 
to  the  great  diflfatisfaftion  of  the  nobihty,  but  with  great  advantage  to  the  (late,  the  feat 
of  empire  was  transferred  to  Peterlburgh. 

Notwithftanding  the  predilection  which  Peter  conceived  for  Peterfburgh,  in  which 
all  the  fucceeding  fovereigns,  excepting  Peter  II.,  have  fixed  their  refidence,  Mofeow  is 
ftill  the  moft  populous  city  of  the  Rullian  empire.  Here  the  chief  nobles,  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  court  of  the  Emprefs,  refide;  they  here  fupport  a  large  number  of  re- 
tainers, gratify  their  tafte  for  a  ruder  and  more  expenfive  magnificence  in  the  ancient 
llyle  of  feudal  grandeur,  and  are  not,  as  at  Peterlburgh,  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  I'plen- 
dour  of  the  imperial  cflablifhment. 

Mofeow  is  fituated  in  the  longitude  of  thirty-feven  degrees  thirty-one  minutes  from 
the  firft  meridian  of  Greenwich,  and  in  fifty-five  degrees  forty-five  minutes  forty-five 
foconds  of  northern  latitude.  It  is  the  largeft  town  in  Europe  ;  the  circumference  with- 
in the  rampart,  which  enclofes  the  fuburbs,  being  thirty-nine  vcrfts,  or  twenty-fix 
miles  II ;  but  it  is  built  in  fo  ftraggling  a  manner,  that  the  population  in  no  degree  cor- 
refponds  to  the  extent.  Some  Ruflian  authors  ftate  the  inhabitants  at  five  hundred 
thoufand,  a  number  evidently  exaggerated.  According  to  Bufching,  who  refided  fome 
years  in  Ruflia,  Mofeow,  in  1770,  contained  feven  hundred  and  eight  brick  houfes,  and 
eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  wooden  habitations  *[ ;  eighty-five  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-one  males,  and  fixty-feven  thoufand  fiity  nine  females,  in  all 
only  one  hundred  and  fitty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety  fouls;  a  computation 
which  errs  in  the  other  extreme  **.  According  to  an  account  pubhfhed  in  the  Journal 
of  St.  Peterfburgh  ft,  the  diftrifl:  of  Mofeow  contained,  in  the  beginning  of  1780,  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy  eight  hearths  ;  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight  males,  and  one 

•   S.  R.  G.  vol.  i!.  p.  9V  t  See  Rer.  Mof.  Com.  in  Rer.  Mof.  .Auft. 

t   Cliiefly  Chancellor,  Fletcher,  Smith,  the  author  of  Lord  Cailille's  Embafly,  Perry,  Bruce,  Sec. 

^   Poffcvinua,  Margaret,  Petreiiis,  Oleariiis,  Mayeiberg,  Le  Briiyn,   &c. 

\l  The  circumference  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Pckiii,  which,  including  the  fuburbs,  meafures  forty 
verfts,  or  twenty-fix  miles  and  three-quarters.     Journal  of  St.  Pet.  April  1775,  p.  ^43. 

*}  .'According  to  Hcym,  Mofeow  contained  in  1793,  eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  houfes, 
pf  which  or.e  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  were  of  brick. 

Bufchiiig's  Neue  Erdbefchreibung,  vol.  i.  p.  841.     Edit.  1777.  ft  For  1781,  p.  200. 
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hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  females,  in  ail  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixteen  fouls.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  year  the  deaths  amounted  to  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  ani  two,  and  the  births 
to  eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-one ;  and  in  the  end,  the  population  of  the 
diftrict  was  found  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty  thoullind  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
males,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  fe- 
males, in  all  two  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-fivs  foul?. 
This  computation  is  more  accurate  than  either  of  the  others ;  and  its  truth  has  been 
recently  confirmed  by  an  Englifh  gentleman  lately  returned  from  Mofcow,  who  made 
this  topic  the  fubjeft  of  his  inquiries.  According  to  his  account,  which  he  received 
from  the  lieutenant  of  the  police*,  Mofcow  contains  within  the  ramparts  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  and  in  the  adjacent  villages,  fifty  thoufand. 

If  I  was  ftruck  with  the  fingularity  of  Smolenfl%.o,  I  was  all  altonifliment  at  the  im- 
menfity  and  variety  of  Mofcow;  a  city  fo  irregular,  fo  uncommon,  fo  extraordinary, 
and  fo  contrafied,  never  before  claimed  my  attention.  The  fireets  are  in.  general  ex- 
ceedingly long  and  broad  ;  fome  are  paved ;  others,  particularly  thofe  in  the  fuburbs, 
formed  with  trunks  of  trees,  or  boarded  with  plaiiks  like  the  floor  of  a  room  ;  wretched 
hovels  are  blended  with  large  palaces;  cottages  of  one  (lory  fiand  next  to  the  moft 
(lately  manfions.  Many  brick  llruclures  are  covered  with  wooden  tops;  fome"  of  the 
timber  houfes  are  painted,  others  have  iron  doors  and  roofs.  Numerous  churches  pre- 
fent  themielves  in  every  quarter,  built  in  the  Oriental  Jlyle  of  architefture  ;  fome  with 
domes  of  copper,  others  of  tin,  gilt  or  painted  green,  and  many  roofed  with  wood.  In 
a  word,  fome  parts  of  this  vaft  city  have  the  appearance  of  a  fequeflered  defert,  other 
quarters,  of  a-  populous  town ;  fome  of  a  contemptible  village,  others  of  a  great  ca- 
pital. 

Mofcow  may  be  confidered  as  a  town  built  upon  the  Afiatic  model,  but  gradually  be- 
coming more  and  more  European  ;  exhibiting  a  motley  mixture  of  difcordant  architec- 
ture. It  is  difl;ributed  into  five  divifions  :  i,  Kremlin;  2.  Khitaigorod  ;  3.  Bielgorod  ; 
4.  Semlainogorod  ;   5.  Sloboda,  or  fuburbs. 

J.  The  Kremhn  was  probably  thus  denominated  by  the  Tartars  when  in  poffeffion  of 
Mofcow,  from  the  word  Krem  or  Krim,  which  fignifies  a  fortrefs.  It  (lands  in  the  cen- 
tral and  higheil  part  of  the  city,  near  the  conflux  of  the  Moflcva  and  Neglina,  which 
wafli  two  of  its  fides,  is  of  a  triangular  form,  and  about  two  miles  in  circumference. 
It  is  furrounded  by  high  walls  of  flone  and  brick,  which  were  condrudted  by  Solario, 
a  celebrated  architeti:  of  Milan,  in  1491,  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I.,  as  ap- 
pears from  a  curious  infcription  over  one  of  the  gates: 

"  Joannes  Vafilii  Dei  Gracia  Magnus  Dux  Volodimense  Mofcovire  Novogardice  Tf- 
ferise  Plefcovis  Veticie  Ongarie  Permiie  Buolgarie  et  Aliai;.  Totius  O.  Raxije  Domi- 
nus  Anno  Tertio  Imperii  Sui  Has  Turres  Condere  Fet,  Statuit  Petrus  Antonides  Sola- 
rius  Mediolanenfis  anno  Nat.  Domini  1491.  K.  Julii." 

The  reader  will  doubtlefs  be  as  inuch  furprized  as  I  was  to  find,  that  the  Tzars  em- 
ployed foreign  architetls  at  fo  early  a  period,  betore  their  countiy  was  fcarcely  known 
to  the  reft  of  Europe.     The  Kremlin  is  not  disfigured  by  wooden  houfes,  and  contains 

*  This  computation  may  be  relied  upon.  For  as  a  njvv  aquediift  near  Mofcow  was  juft  finifhed,  it  was 
neceflary  to  form  as  exact  an  elliniate  a-,  poflible  of  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  order  to  regulate  the  necef- 
fary  fupply  of  water  for  each  family.  Kichter  obfervc,  "  The  population  of  Mofcow  differs  according  to 
the  feafon  of  the  year.  In  winter,  when  the  nobility  and  their  retainers  flock  to  the  metropolis,  the  inha- 
bitants exceed  three  hundred  thoufand  ;  but  in  furamer,  when  they  retire  to  the  country,  do  not  amount  to 
two  hundred  thoufand. — Skizze  von  Mofl^au. 
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tlie  ancient  palace  of  the  Tzars,  feveral  churches,  two  convents,  the  patriarchal  palace, 
the  arfena],novv  in  ruins,  and  one  private  houfe,  which  belonged  to  Boris  Godunof  be- 
fore lie  was  railed  to  the  throne  *. 

2.  Ihc  fecoud  divifion  is  called  Khitaigorod,  a  term  conjeflured  by  fome  etymolo- 
gifts  to  imply  tlje  Chinefe  town.  Voltaire,  in  his  Hillory  of  Peter  the  Great,  fupports 
this  opinion,  vv'hen  he  calls  Khitaigorod  "  La  pariie  appellee  la  -ville  Chinoife,  ou  les  ra- 
ret.s  dc  la  Ckiiie  fettallaient."  But  this  divifion  of  Mofcow  bore  that  appellation  long 
before  any  connexion  was  opened  between  the  RulHans  and  Chinefe ;  and  the  belt 
hiftorians  fuppofe  the  word  Cathay  or  Khitai  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  Tartars 
when  they  had  poircffion  of  Mofcow  f  :  in  proof  of  this  conjefture  it  isalledged,  that 
there  is  a  town  in  the  Ukraine  called  Khitaigorod,  and  another  of  the  fame  name  in  Po- 
dolia  ;  both  which  provinces,  though  unknown  to  the  Chinefe,  were  either  over-run  or 
inhabited  by  Tartars. 

The  Khitaigorod  \  is  enclofed  on  one  fide  by  that  wall  of  the  Kremlin  which  runs 
from  the  Moikva  to  theNeglina,  and  on  the  other  by  a  brick  wall  of  inferior  height. 
It  is  much  larger  than  the  Kremlin,  and  contains  the  univerfity,  the  printing-houfe,  and 
many  other  public  buildings,  together  with  all  the  tradefmen's  (hops.  The  edifices  are 
moflly  rtuccoed  or  white-wafiied ;  and  it  has  the  only  ftreet  in  Mofcow  in  which  the 
houfes  fland  contiguous  to  each  other  without  any  intervals. 

3.  The  Bielgorod,  or  White  Tovim,  which  nearly  encircles  the  two  preceding  divi- 
fions,  is  fuppoled  to  derive  its  name  from  a  white  wall  with  which  it  was  formerly  en- 
clofed, and  of  which  fome  remains  fiill  exilt. 

4.  Semlainogorod,  which  environs  the  three  other  quarters,  takes  its  denomination 
from  a  circular  rampart  of  earth  with  which  it  is  encompaifed.  Thefe  two  divifions  ex- 
hibit a  grotefque  group  of  churches,  convents,  palaces,  brick  and  wooden  houfes,  and 
mean  hovels,  in  no  degree  fuperior  to  peafants'  cottages. 

5.  The  Sloboda,  or  fuburbs,  form  a  vaft  exterior  circle  round  the  parts  already  de- 
fcribed,  and  are  invefted  with  a  low  rampart  and  ditch.  Thefe  fuburbs  contain,  befides 
numerous  buildings  of  all  denominations,  corn-fields,  much  open  pafture,  and  fome  fmall 
lakes,  which  give  rife  to  the  Neglina. 

The  Mofliva  flows  through  the  city  in  a  winding  channel ;  but,  excepting  in  fpring, 
is  only  navigable  for  rafts :  it  receives  the  Yaufa  in  the  Semlainogorod,  and  the  Ne- 
glina at  the  weflern  extremity  of  the  Kremlin  ;  both  which  rivulets  are,  in  fummer,  al- 
moft  dry. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  having  ordered  our  RulTian  fervant  to  hire  a  carriage 
during  our  (lay  at  Mofcow,  he  procured  a  coach  with  fix  horfes  of  different  colours  ; 
the  coachman  and  pofliillions  were  drefl'ed  like  peafants,  with  high  cylindrical  hats  ;  the 
coachman,  with  a  long  beard  and  fheep-fkin  robe,  fat  on  the  box  ;  the  poflillions,  in  a 
coarfe  drugget  garb,  were  mounted  upon  the  oft'-horfes,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
this  country.  Behind  the  carriage  was  an  enormous  fack  of  hay  :  upon  exprelfmg  fur- 
prize  at  this  appendage,  we  were  informed,  that  almofc  every  carriage  at  Mofcow  is 
provided  with  a  viaticum  of  this  fort,  which,  while  the  mafter  is  paying  his  vifits,  or  is 
•at  dinner,  is  occafionally  given  to  the  horfes.     Some  refrcfliments  of  this  kind,  indeed, 

*  See  the  next  chapter,  where  fome  of  thofe  buiUlings  are  defcribed.  Since  my  vl/it  to  Mofcow,  many 
additional  buildings  have  been  conllnided,  particularly  the  feiiate  houfe,  a  magnificent  llrudure,  built  by  the 
Empiefs 

t   S.  R.  G.  vol.  viii.  p.  538—541. 

%  Khitaigorod  it'  faid  to  be  of  Tartar  derivation,  and  to  mean  the  M'uldk  Town,  from  its  fituation  be. 
tween  the  Kreralin^and  Bielgorod. 
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feemed  neceflary,  as  our  horfes  never  faw  the  ftable  from  the  morning  until  the  even- 
ing, or  at  midnight ;  and  remained  during  that  interval,  hke  thofe  of  our  hackney, 
coaches,  in  the  llreets.  During  our  continuance  in  this  city,  we,  not  uncommonly, 
perceived  about  dinner-time,  in  the  court-yards  of  thofe  houfes  where  we  dined,  many 
horfes  wiihout  bridles,  and  unharneffed  from  the  refpeflive  carriages,  browfing  upon 
their  portable  provender  ftrewed  on  the  ground  ;  with  them  were  intermixed  different 
parties  of  coachmen  and  poftillions  ;  who  at  the  fame  time  gratified  the  calls  of  hunger 
upon  a  repaft  ready  prepared,  like  that  of  their  cattle,  and  which  too  required  as  little 
ceremony  in  ferving  up.  The  frequency  of  thefe  objeds  foon  rendered  them  familiar, 
and  we  ceafed  to  look  upon  our  trufs  of  hay  as  an  excrefcence. 

The  firft  vifit  wc  made  in  our  new  equipage  was  to  our  banker,  who  lived  at  the 
furthefl:  extremity  of  one  of  the  fuburbs,  at  the  diltance  of  four  miles  from  our  inn. 
Our  coachman  drove  through  the  town  with  great  expedition,  generally  in  a  brifl^  trot, 
and  frequently  a  full  gallop,  without  any  diflinftion  of  paved  or  boarded  ftrects. 
Having  fettled  our  bufinefs  with  the  banker,  who  was  our  countryman,  and  obliginr^ly 
furniflied  us  with  a  large  colleftion  of  Englifli  newfpapers,  we  crofTed  the  Yaufa  over  a 
raft  bridge  to  a  palace,  conflrucbed  for  the  reception  of  the  prefent  Emprefs,  when  fiie 
vifns  Moicow ;  this  palace  is  not,  according  to  our  ordinary  acceptation  of  the' word, 
a  fingle  ftruclure;  but,  in  the  true  rtyle  of  Afiatic  grandeur,  a  valf  affemblage  of  nu- 
merous buildings,  dillributed  into  feveral  If reets,  and  bearing  the  appearance' of  a  mo- 
derate town  *.  The  bale  of  each  building  is  (lone,  but  of  fo  foft  a  nature,  that  it  feem- 
ed fcarcely  adequate  to  fupport  the  fuperftrufture ;  the  bricks  ufed  for  the  remainder 
of  the  fabric  crumbled  at  the  touch,  nor  did  the  workmanfhip  exceed  the  materials,  for 
the  v/alls  were  in  many  places  out  of  the  perpendicular  line. 

The  greater  part  of  the  timber  employed  in  the  conltrudion  of  thefe  vaft  edifices 
was  fafliioned  with  the  axe.  Though  I  olten  faw  the  carpenters  at  work,  I  never  once 
perceived  a  faw  in  their  hands  ;  they  cut  the  trees  through  with  the  axe,  they  hewed 
planks  with  the  axe,  they  formed  the  beams,  and  fitted  them  together  with  the  axe. 
With  this  fimple  engine  they  moriaifed  and  tenanted  the  fmalleft  as  well  as  the  largeft 
pieces  of  wood,  and  fmoothed  the  boards  for  the  floor  with  the  niceft  exaftnefs.  In- 
deed, the  dexterity  and  juftnefs  with  which  they  managed  this  iiiflrument  was  won- 
derful ;  but  the  operation  muil  evidently  occafion  a  prodigious  wafte  of  labour  and 
wood. 

The  gardens  which  belonged  to  the  old  palace  built  by  Elizabeth  near  the  fpot  where 
the  prefent  ftru-S-ure  was  ereding,  are  fiill  retained  ;  they  are  of  confiderable  extent 
and  contained  fome  of  the  beft  gravel  walks  I  have  fecn  fince  my  departure  from  Eng- 
land.    In  fome  parts  the  grounds  were  laid  out  in  a  pleafmg  and  natural  manner,  but 
in  general  the  old  flyle  of  gardening  prevailed,  and  prefented  rows  of  clipped  yew. 
trees,  long  ftraight  canals,  and  a  profufion  of  prepolterous  ftatues.     Hercules  prefided 
at  a  fountain,  with  a  retinue  of  gilded  cupids,  dolphins,  and  lamias;  every  httle  ftruc- 
ture  was  a  pantheon,  and  every  grove  was  haunted  by  Apollos  and  Dianas;    but  the 
principal  deity  in  the  place  was  a  female  figure  holding  a  cornucopia  reverfed,  which 
jnftead  of  diftrlbuting  as  ufual,  all  kinds  ol  fruit,  grain,  and  flowers,  poured  outcrown;- 
coronets,  and  mitres.      The  reign  of  thefe  deities  was  however  doomed   to  be  fliort  : 
under  the  aufpiccs  of  Catherine,  all  thefe  inftances  of  grotefque  tafle  will  be  removed 
and  give  place  to  more  natural  ornaments.     'Ihis  palace  and  gardens  occupy  the  ex- 

•  Paul  converted  this  palace  into  barracks  fortwo  thoiifand  men, 

tremity 


584  COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA. 

treiplty  of  the  fuburbs,  within  the  compafs  of  the  exterior  rampart  which  encircles  the 
whole  town. 

We  foon  ceafed  to  be  furprized  that  our  carringe  was  provided  with  fix  horfes,  as 
nothing  was  more  common  than  to  meet  the  equipages  cf  'he  nobility  with  complete 
fets,  driving  merely  about  the  flrcets  of  Molcow.  As  the  city  is  of  fo  large  a  compafs, 
many  hackney  carriages  are  ihuioned  in  the  ifrcets  for  conveying  paflengtrs  to  the  dif- 
ferent quarters.  Thefe  vehicles  are  without  tops,  have  moflly  four  wheels,  and  are 
provided  either  with  a  lo;;g  bench,  or  one,  two,  or  three  fcparato  feats,  like  arm  chairs, 
placed  fide-ways  :  their  fares  are  fo  reafonable,  that  fervants  orcafionally  ufe  them  upon 
errands  to  diftant  parts  of  the  city.  The  coachman  generally  drives  at  the  rate  of  eight 
or  nine  miles  an  hour. 

September  i.  This  morning  we  received  a  card  of  Invitation  from  Count  Ofterman, 
governor  of  Mofcow,  to  dinner  for  the  aid  of  Augufl;  ;  but  as  it  was  the  ifl:  of  Sep- 
tember, our  fervant  who  took  the  meflage,  came  laughing  ii'to  the  room,  and  informed 
us  that  we  were  invited  to  an  eKtertainment  that  was  paft  :  he  had  endeavoured,  he 
added  to  convince  the  meifenger  of  the  miftake  ;  but  the  man  infiRed  that  the  enfuing 
day  was  the  2 2d  of  Augult.  It  was  indeed  a  natural  miftake  in  our  fervant,  who  did 
not  know  that  the  Ruffians  flill  adhered  to  the  old  ftyle,  and  as  he  had  paffed  the  22d 
of  Auguft  in  Lithuania,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  furprized  at  finding  it  again  fo  foon 
at  Molcow. 

Until  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  Ruffians  began  their  year  in  September,  and 
dated  their  sera  from  the  creation  of  the  world  *,  and  not  from  the  nativity  of  our  Sa- 
viour. In  1700,  Peter  inftkuted  a  grafid  jubilee  at  Mofcow,  and  ordained  that  from 
that  period  the  year  ffiould  commence  in  January,  and  be  computed  from  the  Chriftian 
fera,  according  to  the  ftyle  then  in  ufe  in  England.  As  a  mark  of  veneration  to  his 
memory,  no  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  Ruffian  calendar  ;  and  Ruffia  is  the  only 
European  nation  which  ftill  retains  the  old  ftyle. 

The  fame  morning  we  carried  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Count  Stackelberg, 
the  Ruffian  Ambaflador  at  Warfaw,  to  Prince  Volkonlk;,  governor  of  the  province,  who 
received  us  with  great  cordiality,  and  invited  us  to  dinner,  defiring  us  to  confider  his 
table  as  ours  during  our  continuance  at  Mofcow.  The  Prince  is  in  his  fixty-fi-venth 
year,  and  recoUccls  i'eter  the  Great,  whom  he  defcribed  as  fix-feet  in  height,  ftrong  and 
well  made,  with  his  head  flouching  and  awry,  of  a  dark  complexion,  and  a  countenance 
continually  fubjeft  to  diitortions  ;  adding  that  he  was  generally  drefled  in  his  green 
uniform,  or  a  plain  brown  coat ;  was  remarkable  for  the  fineneis  of  his  linen,  wore  his 
fliort  black  hair  without  powder,  and  M^hifkers.  The  Piince  amufed  us  with  relating 
feveral  anecdotes  of  that  great  monarch,  and  amongft  others,  one  which  he  received 
from  Prince  Mentchikof. 

After  the  battle  of  Pultava,  while  his  father  Prince  Volkonfl^i,  was  following 
Charles  XII.  with  a  corps  of  light  horfe,  an  aid-de-camp  brought  an  order  from  Pvlent- 
chikof  to  halt :  he  obeyed,  but  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  acquaint  the  Prince  that  he 
was  purfuing  the  King  of  Sweden  with  the  fairelt  profped  of  overtaking  him.  Ment- 
chikof was  greatly  aftoniffied  at  this  meifage,  as  no  orders  for  difcontinuing  the  purfuit 
had  iflued  from  him,  and  his  fuppofed  aid-de  camp  was  never  dii'covered.  As  Peter 
inftituted  no  inquiry  concerning  the  perfon  who  had  probably  prevented  the  capture  of 

*  They  reckoned  alfo,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Greeks,  5508  years,  inftcad  of  only  336^,  from 
the  creation  to  the  nativity. 
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his  mod  formidable  rival,  it  is  fufpefled  that  the  ftratagem  was  contrived  by  himfelf,  in 
order  to  avoid  being  embarraffed  with  a  prifoner  whom  he  would  be  unwilling  either  to 
releafe  or  detain  long  in  captivity. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  hofpiuility  of  the  Ruffians.  We  never  paid  a  morning  vifit 
to  any  nobleman  without  being  detained  to  dinner  :  we  alio  conflantly  received  general 
invitations,  but  confidering  them  as  mere  compliments,  were  unwilling  to  intrude  our- 
felves  without  further  notice.  We  foon  found,  however,  that  the  pripcipal  perfons  of 
diftindion  kept  open  tables,  and  were  highly  obliged  by  our  reforting  to  them  without 
ceremony.  Prince  Volkonfki  in  particular,  having  cafually  difcovered  that  we  had  dined 
the  preceding  day  at  the  inn,  politely  upbraided  us,  repeating  his  affurances  that  his 
table  was  ours,  and  that  when  we  were  not  engaged,  he  fhouid  always  cxped:  us  for  his 
gucfts.  Indeed  the  ftrongeil  expreffions  can  fcarcely  do  juftice  to  the  attention  and 
kindnefs  of  this  excellent  nobleman  ;  not  content  with  admitting  us  to  his  table  without 
form,  he  was  anxious  that  our  curiofity  fliould  be  gratified  with  the  fight  of  every  re- 
markable objeft  at  Mofcow,  he  ordered  his  aide-de-camp  to  accompany  us  to  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  as  we  were  extremely  dcfirous  to  become  acquainted  with  Mailer, 
the  celebrated  hiftorian  of  this  country,  he  invited  him  to  meet  us  at  dinner. 

Muller  fpeaks  and  writes  the  German,  Ruffian,  French,  and  Latin  tongues  with  un- 
common fluency,  and  reads  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  Swedifli,  Daniffi,  and  Greek  with 
great  facility.  His  memory  is  flill  furprizing,  and  his  accurate  acquaintance  with  the 
minuteft;  incidents  of  the  Ruffian  annals,  almoft  furpaflfes  belief. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  dinner  I  had  the  pleal'ure  of  accompanying  this  eminent 
hiftorian  to  his  houfe,  and  pafled  fome  hours  in  his  library.  He  poflelfes  moll:  of  the 
books  in  the  different  languages  of  modern  Europe  which  treat  of  Ruffia  :  the  Englifh 
writers  upon  this  country  are  far  more  numerous  than  I  imagined.  His  colledion  of 
flate  papers  and  manufcripts  is  invaluable,  and  arranged  in  the  cxa£left  order. 

Every  lover  of  literature  muff  regret,  that  Muller,  who  is  admirably  qualified  for  the 
talk,  and  has  already  prepared  the  materials,  has  not  favoured  the  public  with  a  regular 
hiftory  of  Ruffia,  and  that  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  he  mull  confign  to  others 
the  ufe  of  thofe  papers  which  he  has  fo  diligently  accumulated.  He  will,  however, 
always  be  confidered  as  the  great  father  of  Ruffian  hiftory,  as  well  from  the  excellent 
fpecimens  he  himfelf  has  produced,  as  from  the  vaft  fund  of  information  which  he  be- 
queaths to  future  authors. 

Gerard  Frederic  Muller  was  born  in  1705,  at  Herforden,  in  the  circle  of  Weftphalia. 
He  received  the  early  part  of  his  education  under  his  father,  Thomas  Muller,  reftor  of 
Gymnafium  ;  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age  was  removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Rin- 
teln,  and  in  the  follovi'ing  year  to  Leipfic.  Having  greatly  difiinguiihed  himfelf  by 
rapid  advances  in  various  branches  of  polite  literature,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age, 
he  was  recommended  to  Peter  the  Great  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  member  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences.  He  arrived  at  Peterfturg  in  November  1725,  after 
the  demife  of  Peter;  but  was  nominated  by  Catharine  the  Firll,  adjunft  to  the  Imperial 
Academy.  He  read  le£lures  in  the  latin  tongue  on  hiftory  and  geography,  and  in  :  730 
was  appointed  profeffor  of  hiftory,  and  member  of  the  Imperial  Academy.  In  the 
fame  year  he  began  his  travels  into  Germany,  Holland,  and  England,  and  during  his 
refidence  in  London  was  chofen  member  of  the  Royal  Society.  Being  deputed  by  the 
Emprefs  Anne  to  explore  the  extreme  parts  of  Siberia,  and  the  prninfula  of  Kamtchatka, 
he  fet  out  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  1733,  on  this  memorable  expedition,  in  company  with 
Steller,  De  Lifle,  the  elder  Groehn,  and  Krafheninikof.      The  indefatigable  traveller 
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turned  his  principal  attention  to  tlie  hiftory,  geography,  antiquities,  manners,  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  various  people  and  hordes  of  Siberia.  He  compiled  or  corrected  maps  of 
the  diftrifts  which  he  vifited,  arranged  the  archives  of  the  principal  towns,  and  copied 
the  mod  important  documents. 

The  unremitting  affiduity  with  which  he  continued  his  inquiries,  brought  on  a  nervous 
complaint,  which  prevented  him  from  accompanying  his  fellow  travellers ;  and  com- 
celled  him  to  demand  his  recal.  Having  obtained  the  Emprefs's  permiffion  to  return, 
he  faw  his  companions  depart  with  regret ;  but  afterwards  recovering  his  health,  was 
impelled  by  literary  zeal  to  continue  his  travels  into  the  extreme  parts-  of  Siberia,  not- 
withftanding  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  through  an  inhofpitable  country,  and  over 
almoft  impaffable  roads.  He  vifited  Irkutfk,  Okotfk,  and  even  penetrated  to  Yakutfk, 
where  he  arrived  in  1736.  In  examining  the  archives,  he  found  the  original  account 
of  the  Ruffian  voyages  in  the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  in  the  fea  of  Kamtchatka,  and  difcovered 
that  in  the  lafl:  century,  Deflinef,  a  Ruffian  navigator,  had  taken  his  departure  from  the 
river  of  Kovyma,  failed  along  the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  doubled  the  north-eadern  promon- 
tory of  Afia*  ;  thus  afcertaining  a  point  which  had  long  agitated  the  Hterary  world,  that 
the  continents  of  Afia  and  America  were  feparated  by  the  fea.  This  important  dif- 
covery  occafioned  various  attempts  to  difcover  the  north-weftern  coafl  of  America,  and 
gave  rife  to  the  expedition  of  Captain  Cook. 

After  an  abfence  of  ten  years  Muller  returned  to  St.  Peterfburgh  in  the  beginning  of 
1742  -,  and  was  received  by  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  with  great  marks  of  diltindlion.  la 
1747  he  was  appointed  hiltoriographer,  and  reftor  of  the  Imperial  univerfity,  received 
other  promotions  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  at  length  was  appointed  by  the  prefent  Em- 
prefs, Councellor  of  State,  and  Keeper  of  the  Archives  at  Mofcow  f. 

His  principal  work  is  a  CoUeftion  of  Ruffian  Hiftories,  in  nine  volumes,  and  contains 
many  curious  and  interefting  articles :  an  account  of  the  Ruffian  annals,  drawn  from 
the  Byzantine  writers,  from  the  ancient  Sclavonian  chronicles,  and  from  Snorro  Stur- 
tenfis  an  hiftorian  of  Norway  ;  various  details  of  the  Calmuc  Tartars,  and  Zaporavian 
Coffacs ;  the  Commerce  and  Poffeffions  of  the  Genoefe  on  the  Coafts  of  the  Black  Sea, 
and  at  Azof;  an  account  of  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  Settlements  on  the  river  Amoor  ; 
Hiftory  and  Commerce  of  Siberia ;  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  from  the  reign  of  Boris  Godunof 
to  the  acceffion  of  Michael  Feodorovitch  ;  Remarkable  Things  in  Afiatic  RuiBa,  and 
in  Turkey  in  Afia  ;  the  Ruffian  Trade  to  China  ;  Natural  Hiltory  of  the  Diftricts  be- 
tween the  Don  and  Diepper  ;  Account  of  Novogorod,  Dorpart,  Pernau,  and  Riga. 

The  third  volume  of  this  interefting  work  contains  an  "  Account  of  the  Ruffian 
Voyages  and  Difcoveries  along  the  Coafts  of  the  Frozen  Sea,  and  in  the  Eaftern  Ocean 
towards  Japan  and  America,"  from  1636  to  the  termination  of  Bering's  and  Tchirikof's 
expedition  in  1742:  to  this  publication  I  was  greatly  indebted  for  my  account  of  the 
Ruffian  difcoveries. 

To  thefe  works  the  accurate  and  indefatigable  writer  fucceffively  added  many  other 
valuable  performances  on  fimilar  fubjeds,  both  in  the  German  and  Ruffian  languages, 
which  elucidate  the  hiftory  and  topography  of  this  vaft  empire. 

*  See  Account  of  the  RnfTmn  Difcoveries  between  Afia  and  America. 

f  The  Eniprcfs  purchafed  his  fine  coUefllon  uf  books  and  manufcripts  for  2,cor.l.  This  great  patronefs 
of  letters  configned  alfo  to  him  tlie  charge  of  arranging  and  printing,  at  her  expencc,  a  ci)l!e,:iion  of  Ru.liaii 
Treaties,  in  the  form  of  Dumont's  Corps  Diplomatique  ;  but  the  death  of  the  learned  hillorian  prevented  the 
completion.  He  died  on  tlie  16th  of  October,  178^,  in  the  feventy  eighth  year  of  his  age  j  Catharine,  a 
(hort  time  before  his  death,  honoured  Mr.  Muller  with  the  order  of  St.  Vladimir,  and  hastellified  her  rcfpeft 
to  his  memory  by  ennobling  his  family. 

September 
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September  10.  This  day  being  facred  to  Alexander  Nevfki,  a  faint  highly  revered 
by  the  Ruffians,  and  in  whofe  honour  an  order  of  knighthood  was  inflituted  by  Peter 
the  Great,  was  kept  with  great  folemnity.  Service  was  performed  in  the  principal 
churches  of  Mofcow  with  all  the  pageantry  peculiar  to  the  Greek  religion,  and  the  Go- 
vernor  of  the  province  gave  a  fplendid  entertainment,  to  which  the  principal  nobility 
and  clergy  were  invited. 

Alexander  Nevfld,  a  name  more  refpctStable  than  mod  of  the  faints  who  fill  the  Ruf- 
fian  calendar,  was  fon  of  the  Great  Duke  Yaroflaf,  and  flouriflied  in  the  beginning  of 
the  13th  century,  at  a  period  when  his  country  was  reduced  to  the  utmofl  extremity  by 
a  combination  of  formidable  enemies.  He  repulfed  an  army  of  Swedes  and  Teutonic 
knights,  and  wounded  the  King  of  Sweden  with  his  own  hand  on  the  bank  of  the 
Neva,  from  whence  he  obtained  the  appellation  of  Nevlki.  He  defeated  the  Tartars  in 
feveral  engagements,  and  delivered  his  country  from  a  difgraceful  tribute  impofed  by  the 
fucceifors  of  Zinghis  Khan.  His  life  feems  to  have  been  almoft  one  continued  fcene  of 
aftion;  and  he  performed  fuch  almoft  incredible  a£t:s  of  valour,  as  induced  an  ignorant 
and  fuperftitious  people  to  confider  him  as  a  fuperior  being,  and  confecrate  his  memory. 
He  died  about  the  year  1262,  at  Gorodetz,  near  Niflinei  Novogorod.  The  great  fupe- 
riority  of  his  charafter  was  evinced,  as  well  by  viftories  which  diftinguiflied  the  Ruffian 
arms  during  his  life,  as  by  the  numerous  defeats  which  immediately  took  place  on  his 
deceafe. 

The  morning  of  this  anniverfary  was  ufliered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  uncommonly 
loud  ;  inceffant  peals  refounded  in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  but  more  particularly  in 
the  Kremlin,  which  contains  the  principal  churches  and  the  largeft  bells.  At  eleven 
we  paid  our  refpefts  to  Prince  Volkonfki,  who,  as  governor  of  the  province  of  Mofcow 
had  a  levee  :  he  wore  the  red  ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  Alexander,  and  received  the 
compliments  of  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry.  From  the  levee  we  repaired  to  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Michael,  and  were  prefent  at  high  mafs,  performed  by  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Roftof.  The  church  being  filled  with  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people,  we 
could  not,  without  the  utmofl:  difficulty,  penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  the  fteps  leading  to 
the  fhrine,  from  which  the  biffiop  occafionally  came  forth  to  addrefs  the  congregation. 
The  confufion  arifing  from  the  croud,  and  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  various  ceremonies 
diftrafled  our  attention,  and  rendered  us  incapable  of  difcriminating  the  different  parts 
of  the  fervice.  We  could  only  obferve  in  general  a  great  difplay  of  pomp  and  fplen- 
dour,  and  many  ceremonies  fimilar  to  thofe  defcribed  on  a  former  occafion,  with  the 
addition  of  others  appropriated  to  the  greater  feflivals  of  the  Ruffian  church. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  which  lafted  two  hours,  we  returned  to  Prince  Vol- 
konflvi's,  where  ninety  perfons  were  aflembled  at  an  entertainment  given  in  honour  of 
the  day :  when  the  Archbiffiop  of  Roftof  entered  the  room,  the  Prince  met  him  at 
the  door,  and  kiffed  his  hand  after  the  Prelate  had  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs ; 
he  paid  the  fame  mark  of  refpedl:  to  two  other  bifhops,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
company  fucceffively  followed  the  Prince's  example.  Being  prefented  to  the  Arch- 
bifliop,  I  held  a  long  converfation  with  him  in  the  latin  tongue,  which  he  fpoke  with 
great  fluency.  He  appeared  to  be  fenfible,  well  informed,  and  verfed  in  various  branches 
of  literature  :  he  had  pcrufed  the  works  of  feveral  of  our  beft  divines,  cither  originally 
written,  or  tranflated  into  Latin,  and  mentioned  their  compofitions  with  much  approba- 
tion. I  troubled  him  with  feveral  queftions  relative  to  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffian  ctiurch 
which  he  anRvcred  with  great  readinefs  and  condefcenfion.  The  bible,  he  faid,  is 
tranflated  into  Sclavonian,  the  liturgy  is  written  in  that  language,  which  is  the  mother 
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tongue  of  the  Ruffian,  and  therefore  the  ftyle  of  the  facred  writings,  though  fomewhat 
obfolete,  is  underftood  without  much  difficulty,  even  by  the  common  people. 

The  clergy,  he  informed  me,  are  divided  hito  fecular  and  regular  priefls  ;  the  latter, 
from  whom  are  chofen  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  are  not  permitted  to  marry  ;  the 
feculars  are  the  parifh  prieils,  and  from  a  hteral  obfervatioji  of  St.  Paul's  precept,  "  the 
hufband  of  one  wife,"  are  required,  as  a  qualification  for  orders,  to  marry  ;  and,  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  fame  tenet,  are  after  the  death  of  their  wives  deemed  unfit  for  the  facred 
fundion.  The  difqualification  arifmg  from  widowhood  may,  indeed,  be  healed  by  the 
Bilhop's  difpenfation*,  but  a  fecond  marriage  irrecoverably  divorces  from  the  altar. 
The  Archbiffiop  was  politely  continuing  to  acquaint  me  with  many  other  clrcumftatices 
peculiar  to  the  ecclefiaftical  eilablifhment,  when  the  converfation  was  interrupted  by  a 
fummons  to  dinner.  A  fmall  table  in  the  corner  of  the  withdrawing-room,  according 
to  the  cuif  om  in  this  country,  was  previoufly  covered  with  plates  of  caviare,  red  herring, 
bread,  butter,  and  cheefe,  and  different  forts  of  liqueurs,  to  which  the  company  helped 
themfelves  before  they  adjourned  to  dinner. 

About  ninety  perfons  fat  down  to  a  fplendid  entertainment.  During  the  fecond 
courfe,  a  large  glafs  with  a  cover  being  brought  to  Prince  Volkonfki,  he  flood  up,  de- 
livered the  cover  to  the  Archbifliop,  who  fat  next  him,  filled  the  glafs  with  champagne, 
and  drank  the  Emprefs's  health,  which  was  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of  cannon. 
The  Archbiffiop  followed  his  example,  and  the  glafs  was  in  like  manner  circulated  round 
the  table.  The  healths  of  the  Great  Duke,  of  the  Great  Duchefs,  and  of  their  foil 
Prince  Alexander,  were  then  fucceffively  loaded  with  the  fame  ceremonies;  after  which 
Count  Panin  arofe,  and  drinking  a  return  of  thanks  to  the  mailer  of  the  feall,  was  joined 
by  the  whole  company.  "When  each  toafl  was  named  by  the  Prince,  all  the  perfons  at 
table  rofe  out  of  refpefl:,  and  remained  (landing  while  he  drank. 

During  our  flay  at  Mofcow  we  frequently  experienced  the  hofpitality  of  Count 
Alexey  Orlof,  who,  in  the  lafl  war  with  the  Porte,  commanded  the  Ruflian  fleet  in  the 
Archipelago,  and  burnt  the  Turkifli  armament  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme,  tor  which  a£tion 
he  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Tchefminfki.  The  cuftom  of  conferring  an  additional 
name  for  the  performance  of  fignal  fervices  to  the  country,  was  in  imitation  of  the  Ro- 
mans, ufually  pradifed  by  Conltantine  and  his  fucceflbrs  the  Greek  Emperors,  who 
reigned  at  Conflantinople.  From  that  quarter  it  probably  pafTed  to  the  Ruffians,  who 
in  the  earlier  times  of  their  hiflory  gave  fimilar  appellations  to  fome  of  their  illuflrious 
leaders.  Thus  the  Great  Duke  Alexander  was  called  Nevfki  for  his  vidory  over  the 
Swedes  near  the  Neva,  and  Demetrius  Ivanovitch  was  denominated  Donlki,  for  his  con- 
quefl  of  the  Tartars  upon  the  banks  of  the  Don.  This  cuflom,  which  was  long  difcon- 
tinued,  was  revived  by  the  prefent  Emprefs.  Marffial  Romanzof  received  the  denomi- 
nation of  Zadunaifki,  for  his  vidories  fouth  of  the  Danube ;  Prince  Dolgorucki  that  of 
Crimfki  for  his  fuccelTes  in  the  Crimea  j  and  Count  Orlof  this  of  Tchefminfki,  for  the 
naval  vidory  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme. 

.  The  houfe  of  Count  Orlof  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  fuburbs,  upon  an 
elevated  fpot,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  vafl  city  of  Mofcow  and  the  neighbouring 
■country  ;  many  feparate  buildings  occupy  a  large  trad  of  ground.  The  offices,  (tables, 
manege,  and  other  detached  flrudures,  are  of  brick ;  the  foundation  and  lower 
ilory  of  the  dwelling-houfe  are  built  with  the  fame  material ;  but  the  upper  part  is  of 

*  In  general  the  fecular  pricft,  when  a  widower,  is  received  into  a  monaftery. 
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wood  *>,  neatly  painted  of  a  green  colour.  We  carried  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
Prince  Staniikus  Poniatowfld,  the  King  of  Poland's  nephew,  to  the  Count,  who  re- 
ceived us  with  great  franknefs.  and  detained  us  at  dinner  :  he  defired  us  to  lay  afideall 
form,  adding,  that  he  was  a  plain  man,  had  a  high  efleem  for  the  Englifli  nation,  and 
ihould  be  happy  to  render  us  every  fervice  in  his  power  during  our  ftay  at  Mofcow. 
We  had  the  pleafure  of  dining  feveral  times  with  him,  and  always  met  with  the  mod 
polite  reception.  The  Count  feemed  to  live  in  the  true  ftyle  of  old  Ruffian  hofpitality, 
and  kept  an  open  table,  abounding  with  a  great  variety  of  Greek  wines,  which  he 
brought  from  the  Archipelago.  One  difli  ferved  on  his  plentiful  board,  was  extremely 
delicious,  and  only  inferior  to  our  bed  venifon ;  it  was  a  quarter  of  an  Aftracan  flieep, 
remarkable  for  the  quantity  and  flavour  of  the  fat  !• 

There  was  mufic  during  dinner,  which  generally  made  a  part  of  the  entertainment 
at  the  tables  of  the  nobility.     We  obferved  alfo  another  ufual  inftance  of  parade  ;  nu- 
merous retainers  and  dependents  were  intermixed  with  the  fervants,  but  feldom  affil- 
ed in  any  menial  office  :  they  occafionally  flood  round  their  lord's  chair,  and  feemed 
greatly  pleafed  whenever  they  were  diftinguiflied  by  a  nod  or  a  fmile.     In  this  train 
was  an  Armenian,  recently  arrived  from  Mount  Caucafus,  who,  agreeably  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  his  country,  inhabited  a  tent  pitched  in  the  garden,  and  covered  with  fek.     His 
drefs  confilled  of  a  long  loofe  robe  tied  with  a  faOi,  large  breeches,  and  boots:  his 
hair  was  cut,  in  the  manner  of  the  Tartars,  in  a  circular  form  ;  his  arms  were  a  poign- 
ard,  and  a  bow  of  buffalo's  horn  ftrung  with  the  fmews  of  the  fame  animal.     He  was 
extremely  attached  to  his  mafter ;  and,  when  firfl:  prefented,  voluntarily  took  an  oath 
of  fealty,  and  fwore,  in  the  true  language  of  Ealtern  hyperbole,  to  attack  all  the 
Count's  enemies  ;  offering,   as  a  proof  of  fincerity,  to  cut  off  his  own  ears  ;  he  alfo 
wiflied  that  all  the  ficknefs,  which  at  any  time  threatened  his  mafter,  might  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  himfelf.     He  examined  our  clothes,  and  feemed  delighted  with  pointing  out 
the  fuperiority  of  his  own  drefs  in  the  article  of  convenience  :  he  threw  himfelf  into 
different  attitudes  with   uncommon  agility,  and  defied  us  to  follow  his  example  :  ha 
danced  a  Calmuc  dance,  which  confifted  in  draining  every  mufcle,  and  writhing  the 
body  into  various  contortions  without  ftirring  from  the  fpot :  he  beckoned  us  into  the 
garden,  took  great  pleafure  in  fliewing  us  his  tent  and  his  arms,  and  (hot  feveral  arrows 
to  an  extraordinary  height.     We  were  ftruck  with  the  unartificial  charaftcr  of  this 
Armenian,  who  feemed  like  a  wild  man  juft  beginning  to  be  civilized. 

Count  Orlof,  who  is  fond  of  the  manege,  is  efteemed  to  poffefs,  though  not  the  largeft, 
yet  the  fineft  ftud  in  Ruffia,  and  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  gratify  our  curiofity  by  convey- 
ing us  to  his  country-houfe,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles  from  Mofcow.  He  conveyed 
us  in  his  own  carriage  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  harneffed  with  ropes,  and  placed  two  in 
front,  and  four  a-breaft  in  the  hinder  row ;  an  empty  coach  with  fix  horfes,  ranged 
two  by  two,  followed  for  parade.  He  was  attended  by  four  huffars,  and  the  Armenian 
accoutred  with  his  bow  and  quiver,  who  continually  fhouted  and  waved  his  hand  with 
the  ftrcngeft  expreffions  of  tranfport  j  he  occafionally  galloped  his  horfe  clofe  to  the 

*  Wooden  houfes  are  by  many  perfons  in  this  country  fuppofed  to  be  warmer  and  more  wholefome  than 
thofe  of  brick  ard  ftone,  which  is  the  reafon  why  feveral  of  the  Ruffian  nobility  chufe  that  part  of  the  houfe 
which  they  inhabit  themftlves,  to  be  conllrudled  with  wood. 

f  In  the  court-yard  I  obf»rved  feveral  (hcep  of  this  fpecies  ranging  about  the  (tables,  fo  perfeftly  tame 
that  thty  fuffered  us  to  ftroke  them.  They  are  almoll  as  large  as  fallow  deer,  but  with  much  (horter  kj^s  : 
they  have  no  horns,  long  flowing  ears,  and  inftead  of  tails,  a  large  bunch  of  fat,  fometimes  weighing  thirty 
pounds.  Mr.  Pennant  has  given  an  engraving  of  thefe  flieep  in  his  Hillory  of  Quadrupeds,  which  he  has 
accompanied  with  an  accurate  defcription. 
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carriage,  then  fuddenly  (lopped  and  wheeled  round  to  the  right  or  left  with  great 
rapidity. 

In  our  route  we  pafled  feveral  large  convents,  furrounded,  like  many  of  the  nio- 
nafteries  in  this  country,  with  walls  of  brick,  bearing  the  appeai'ance  of  fmall  fortrefles; 
we  croffed  the  Mofliva  twice,  and  entered  a  circular  plain  of  luxuriant  pafture,  in  the 
midft  of  which  rifes  an  infulated  hill,  with  the  Count's  houfe  on  the  top.  This  feat 
commands  a  beautiful  view  of  a  circular  plain,  watered  by  the  Molkva,  and  flcirted  by 
gentle  hills,  whofe  fides  prefent  a  rich  variety  of  wood,  corn,  and  pafture. 

The  greater  part  of  the  ftud  was  grazing  in  the  plain  ;  it  confifted  of  fine  ftallions, 
and  above  fixty  brood-mares,  moR  of  which  had  foals.  The  colleftion  was  gleaned 
from  the  moft  diftant  quarters  of  the  globe ;  from  Arabia,  Turkey,  Tartary,  Perfia, 
and  England.  The  Count  obtained  the  Arabians  during  his  expedition  in  the  Archi- 
pelago, fome  as  prefents  from  Ali-Bey,  others  by  purchafe  or  conquefl:  from  the  Turks: 
amongft  thefe  he  chiefly  prized  four  horfes  (two  of  which  we  had  noticed  in  the  ma- 
nege at  Mofcow),  of  the  true  Cocblean  breed,  fo  much  efteemed  in  Arabia,  and  feldom 
feen  out  of  their  native  country. 

The  Count,  after  pohtely  attending  us  to  the  ftud  and  about  the  grounds,  regaled  us 
with  a  moft  elegant  entertainment,  at  which  his  vivacity  lent  charms  to  his  fplendour 
and  hofpitality.  On  our  return  to  Mofcow,  we  made  a  circuit  to  a  fmall  village  fix 
miles  from  the  capital,  where  a  villa  was  erefting  for  the  Emprefs,  called  Tzaricino, 
confifting,  befides  the  principal  building,  of  eight  or  ten  detached  ftrudures  in  the 
Gothic  tafte,  which  were  prettily  difperfed  among  the  plantations.  The  fituation  is 
romantic,  a  rifing  ground  backed  with  wood,  and  a  large  piece  of  water  embracing  the 
foot  of  the  hill. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  in  this  place  an  aft  of  almoft  Eaftern  magnificence,  • 
which  this  vifit  afterwards  occafioned.     One  morning  in  the  enfuing  winter,  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  one  of  the  fineft  among  the  Arabian  horfes,  which  Lord  Herbert  had  greatly 
admired,  was  fent  to  him,  accompanied  with  the  following  note  : 

"  My  Lord, 
*'  I  obferved  that  this  horfe  pleafed  you,  and  therefore  defire  your  acceptance  of 
him.  I  received  him  as  a  prefent  from  Ali-Bey.  He  is  a  true  Arabian  of  the  Coch- 
lean  race,  and  in  the  late  war  was  brought  by  the  Ruflian  fliips  from  Arabia  to  me 
while  I  was  in  the  Archipelago.  I  wifli  he  may  be  as  ferviceable  to  you  as  he  has  been 
to  me  ;  and  I  remain,  with  efteem,  your  obedient  fervant, 

"  Count  Alexey  Orlof  Tchesminski." 

At  the  clofe  of  an  entertainment,  which  the  Count  gave  us  at  Mofcow,  he  intro- 
duced us  to  the  fight  of  a  Ruflian  boxing-match,  which  is  a  favourite  diverfion  among 
the  common  people.  We  repaired  to  the  manege,  where  we  found  about  three  hun- 
dred peafants  aflembled.  They  divided  into  two  parties,  each  of  which  chofe  a  chief,  who 
called  out  the  combatants,and  pitted  them  againft  each  other:  only  a  fingle  pairvvas  allov/- 
ed  to  engage  at  the  fame  time.  They  did  not  ftrip,  and  had  on  thick  leathern  gloves  with 
thumb  pieces,  but  with  no  feparations  for  the  fingers.  From  the  ftiffnefsof  the  leather  they 
could  fcarcely  double  their  fifts,  and  many  of  them  ftruck  open-handed.  Their  attitudes 
were  different  from  thofe  ufed  by  boxers  in  England  :  they  advanced  the  left  foot  and 
fide,  ftretched  the  left  arm  towards  the  adverfary  to  repel  his  blows,  and  kept  the  right 
arm  fwinging  at  fome  diftance  from  the  other.  They  generally  ftruck  in  a  circular  di- 
reftion  at  the  face  and  head,  never  attacked  the  breaft  or  fides,  and  feemed  to  have  no 
notion  of  aiming  a  blow  directly  forwards.     When  any  combatant  felled  his  antagonift 
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he  was  declared  vidor,  and  the  contefl:  ceafed.  During  our  ftay  we  wltneflfed  about 
twenty  fucceflive  combats.  Some  of  the  men  were  of  va(l  (Ircngth  ;  but  their  mode  of 
fighting  prevented  mifchief :  nor  did  we  perceive  any  of  thofe  contufions  and  fradures 
in  which  boxing-malches  in  England  frequently  terminate.  Both  parlies  were  highly 
interefted  in  fivour  of  their  refpedive  champions,  and  feemed  at  times  inclined  to  en- 
ter the  lifts  in  their  fupport ;  but  the  firft  appearance  of  difpute,  or  growing  heat,  was 
checked  by  the  Count,  who  acled  as  mediator  :  a  kind  word,  or  even  a  nod  from  him, 
inflantly  compofed  all  differences.  When  he  appeared  defirous  to  put  an  end  to  the 
combats,  they  humbly  requefted  his  permiffion  to  honour  them  with  his  prefence  a 
little  longer ;  upon  his  affent  they  bowed  their  heads  to  the  ground,  and  feemed  as 
pleafed  as  if  they  had  received  the  higheft  favour.  The  Count  is  greatly  beloved  by 
his  peafants,  and  their  ftern  countenances  melted  into  the  moft  affedionate  foftnefs  at 
his  approach. 

We  made  an  agreeable  excurfion  to  Mikaulka,  the  villa  of  Count  Peter  Panin,  a 
Ruffian  nobleman  of  the  firft  diftindion,  who  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  late  war  againft 
the  Turks,  by  the  capture  of  Bender,  and  more  recently  by  the  defeat  of  the  rebel 
Pugatchef.  The  villa  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  from  Mofcow,  in  the  midft 
of  a  large  foreft.  The  Count  originally  purpofed  to  raife  a  grand  edifice  of  brick,  after 
a  defign  of  his  late  wife  ;  but  on  her  death  abandoned  this  projed,  and  contented  him- 
felf with  a  comfortable  wooden  houfe  at  the  extremity  of  his  grounds,  which  he  firft 
ereded  only  as  a  temporary  habitation.  His  offices,  ftables,  coach -houfes,  dog  ken- 
nels,  lodgings  for  huntfmen  and  other  menial  fervants,  form  two  long  rows  of  detached 
wooden  buildings,  all  with  uniform  fronts  neatly  painted.  The  grounds  are  agreeably 
laid  out  in  the  ftyle  of  Engliffi  parks,  with  gentle  llopes,  fpacious  lawns  of  the  fineft  ver- 
dure, fcattered  plantations,  and  a  large  piece  of  water  fringed  with  wood. 

We  could  not  avoid  feeling  extreme  fatisfadion  at  obferving  that  the  Englifli  ftyle  of 
gai"dening  had  penetrated  even  into  thefe  diftant  regions.  The  Englifti  tafte,  indeed, 
can  difplay  itfelf  in  this  country  to  great  advantage,  where  the  parks  are  extenfive,  and 
the  verdure,  during  the  ffiort  fummer,  uncommonly  beautiful.  Moft  of  the  Ruffian 
nobles  have  gardeners  of  our  nation,  and  refign  themfelves  implicitly  to  their  diredion. 
The  Count,  who  is  fond  of  country  diverfions,  had  a  pack  of  hounds  chiefly  of  the  Eng- 
lifti breed,  confifting  of  an  Indifcrlminate  mixture  of  harriers,  ftag  and  fox-hounds,  fe- 
leded  without  regard  to  fize  or  fpecies.  With  this  fame  pack  he  hunted  wolves,  deer, 
foxes,  and  hares.  He  poffeffed  likewlfe  a  fine  breed  of  Ruflian  greyhounds,  in  high 
eftlmation  for  their  fwiftnefs ;  they  are  fliaggy  and  wire-haired,  and  fome  are  taller  than 
the  largeft  breed  of  Newfoundland  dogs. 

The  Count  entertained  us  with  a  moft  fumptuous  dinner:  we  were  particularly  ftruck 
with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  fruit  in  the  defert:  pines,  peaches,  apricots,  grapes, 
pears,  cherries,  which  can  rarely  in  this  country  be  obtained  without  the  affiftance  of 
hot-houfes,  were  ferved  in  the  greatcft  profufion  *.  There  was  a  delicious  fpecies  of 
fmall  melon,  which  was  fent  by  land  carriage  from  Aftracan  to  Mofcow,  though  at  the 
diftance  of  a  thoufand  miles  \.  One  inftance  of  elegance  which  diftinguiflied  the  defert, 
and  had  a  pleafing  effed,  muft  not  be  omitted :    at  the  upper  and  lower  end  of  the 

*  Since  my  departure  from  Ruflia,  horticulture  has  been  confiderably  Improved.  According  to  Ritcher, 
ill  his  Sketch  of  Mofcow,  pines  are  rt-nrcd  in  great  abundance  in  the  hot-lioufcs  about  Mofcow,  and  may 
be  puichafed  for  a  rouble  a  piece.  I  am  alfo  informed,  by  an  ingenious  Dutch  gentleman,  lately  arrived 
from  llufTia,  that  in  the  country  houfe  of  Prince  GaUitzin,  he  faw  grapes  nearly  ripe  in  the  open  air. 

■f  Thefi  melons  fometimes  coft  five  pounds  a  piece,  and  at  other  times  they  may  be  purchafed  in  the 
markets  of  Mofcow  for  lefs  than  half  a  eiown  a  piece. 
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table  were  placed  two  china  vafes  containing  cherry-trees  in  full  leaf,  and  fruit  hanging 
on  the  boughs,  which  was  gathered  by  the  company.  We  obferved  alfo  in  the  defert 
a  curious  fpecies  of  apple,  which  is  not  uncomn.on  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow  : 
it  is  fomewhat  larger  than  a  golden-pippen,  of  the  colour  and  tranfparency  of  pale  am- 
ber, and  has  an  exquifite  flavour  ;  the  Ruffians  call  it  Na-vbucb.  The  tree  thrives  in 
the  open  air  without  particular  attention  to  cuhure,  but  degenerates  in  other  countries; 
the  flips  and  feed,  planted  in  a  foreign  foil,  have  hitherto  produced  only  a  common  fort 
of  apple,  but  never  the  tranfparent  fpecies. 

In  returning  from  Mikaulka  we  pafled  clofe  to  the  villa  of  Count  Razomoulki  Het- 
man  of  the  Ukraine,  which  had  more  the  refemblance  of  a  little  town  than  a  country 
houfe.  It  confided  of  forty  or  fifty  buildings  of  different  fizes  ;  fome  of  brick,  others 
of  wood  ;  fome  painted,  and  others  plain.  The  Count  maintains  his  guard,  a  numerous 
train  of  retainers,  and  a  large  band  of  muficians.  The  Ruffian  nobles  difplay  a  great 
degree  of  grandeur  and  magnificence  in  their  houfes,  domeftics,  and  way  of  living. 
Their  palaces  at  and  near  Mofcow  are  ftupendous  piles  of  building,  and  I  am  informed 
that  their  manfions,  at  a  diflance  from  Mofcow  and  Peterfburg,  are  upon  a  ftill  grander 
fcale;  where  they  refide  as  independent  princes,  like  the  feudal  barons  in  early  times, 
have  their  feparate  courts  of  juftice,  and  govern  their  vaflals  with  almoft  unlimited 
fway. 

I  did  not  expefl  to  find  in  this  northern  climate  a  kind  of  Vauxhall.  It  is  fituated  at 
the  furtheft  extremity  of  the  fuburbs  in  a  fequeftered  fpot,  which  has  more  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  than  of  a  town.  We  entered  by  a  covered  way  into  the  gardens, 
which  were  fplendidly  illuminatef^.  There  was  an  elegant  rotunda  for  a  promenade, 
either  in  cold  or  rainy  weather,  and  feveral  apartments  for  tea  or  fupper.  The  entrance 
money  was  four  fliillings.  The  proprietor  is  an  Englifhman,  whofe  name  is  Mattocks. 
The  encouragement  he  met  with  from  the  natives  on  this  occafion  enabled  him  to  en- 
gage in  confl:ruding  at  a  great  expence,  a  brick  theatre,  and,  as  an  indemnification,  he 
obtained  from  the  Emprefs  an  exclufive  patent  for  all  plays  and  public  mafquerades, 
during  ten  years  from  the  time  of  its  completion. 

The  finell  view  of  Mofcow  is  from  an  eminence  about  four  or  five  miles  from  the 
town,  of  which  I  have  forgotten  the  Ruffian  name,  but  its  fignification  in  Englilh  is 
Sparrow  hill :  upon  this  eminence  were  the  ruins  of  a  large  palace  built  by  Alexey  Mii 
chaelovitch.  Upon  our  return  we  flopped  at  Vafilioflki,  the  villa  of  Prince  Dolgo- 
Tucki,  which  Hands  upon  the  brow  of  the  fame  hill.  Beneath  the  Mofkva,  which  is 
here  broader  than  ufual,  expands  into  a  femicircle,  at  fome  diftance  ;  and  the  vaft  city 
of  Mofcow  makes  a  fuptrb  and  magnificent  appearance  :  the  houfe  is  a  large  wooden 
building,  to  which  we  afcended  by  three  terrafles.  The  prefent  poffi^ifor  is  prince  Dol- 
^orucki  Crimiki,  who  diftinguifficd  himfelf  by  his  viflories  over  the  Turks  in  the  Cri- 
mea,  and  by  the  conquefl;  of  that  peninfula.  The  models  of  feveral  fortreffes  which  he 
befieged  and  took,  are  placed  in  the  gardens,  among  which  I  particularly  remarked 
thofe  of  Yenikale,  Kerfch,  and  Precop. 

In  traverfing  the  apartments,  the  various  reverfes  of  fortune  which  befell  the  family 
■of  Dolgorucki,  occurred  forcibly  to  my  recolledion  ;  efpecially  when  I  furvcyed  the 
portrait  of  the  Princefs  Catharine  Dolgorucki,  whofe  adventures,  fo  pathetically  defcribcd 
by  Mrs.  Vigor  *,  afforded  one  of  the  moll;  affefting  llories  in  the  annals  of  hidory. 
That  unfortunate  Princ-fs,  torn  from  the  perfon  Ihe  loved,  was  betrothed  againit  her 
inclination  to  the  Emperor  Peter  II.      On  his  deceafe  (he  became  a  momentary  fove- 


*  Lttttrs  from  Rufllaby  a  Lady. 
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reign  ;  but  was  almofl  as  inftantly  hurried  from  the  palace  to  a  dungeon,  where  (he 
langu*(hed  during  the  whole  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne.  Being  releafed  upon  the 
acctHion  of  Elizabeth,  flie  married  Count  Bruce,  and  died  without  iffiie. 


Chap.  III. — Number  of  Churches  in  Mofcoiv. — Their  ouiiuard  SiruBiire. — Interior  Di- 
injions. — Wor/hip  of  painted  Images. — Defcription  of  an  enormous  Bell.  —  Principal  Build- 
ings in  the  K?-emlin. — Ancient  Palace. — Convent  ofTfchudof. — Nunnery  ofViefiovitJkoi. 
— Cathedral  of  St.  Michael. — Tombs  and  Characters  of  the  Tzars. — Genealogical  Tables 
of  the  Rujjlan  Sovereigns, 

THE  places  of  divine  worfliip  at  Mofcow  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  exclufive 
of  chapels,  there  are  four  hundred  and  eighty- four*  public  churches,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  are  of  brick,  and  the  others  of  wood  ;  the  former  are  com- 
monly ftuccoed  or  whitewafhed,  the  latter  painted  of  a  red  colour. 

The  mofl:  ancient  churches  are  generally  fquare  buildings,  with  a  cupola  and  four  fmall 
domes  t,  fome  of  copper  or  iron  built,  others  of  iron  tinned,  either  plain  or  painted  green. 
Thefe  cupolas  and  domes  are  for  the  moft  part  ornamented  with  crofles  entwined  with 
thin  chains  or  wires  ;  each  crofs  has  two  tranfverfe  bars  |,  the  upper  horizontal,  the 
lower  inclining,  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  many  Ruffians,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  form  of  the  real  crofs,  and  that  our  Saviour  was  nailed  to  it  with  his  arms  in  a  ho- 
rizontal pofition,  and  one  of  the  legs  higher  than  the  other.  I  frequently  obferved  a 
crefcent  under  the  lower  bar,  the  meaning  of  which  no  one  could  explain  §. 

The  infide  of  the  church  is  moftly  compofed  of  three  parts  ;  that  called  by  the  Greeks 
TTf  si-aof,  by  the  Ruffians  Trapeza  ;  the  body  ;  and  the  fanfliuary  or  ffirine. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  are  frequently  four  fquare  and  maffive  piers,  which  fup- 
port  the  cupola :  thefe  piers,  as  well  as  the  walls  and  cielings,  are  painted  with  nu- 
merous reprefentations  of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  different  faints.  Many 
of  the  figures  are  enormoufly  large,  and  executed  in  the  rudeft  manner,  fome  are 
daubed  upon  the  bare  walls;,  others  upon  large  maffive  plates  of  filver  or  brafs,  or  en- 
clofed  in  frames  of  thofe  metals.  The  head  of  each  figure  is  invariably  decked  with  a 
glory,  which  is  a  maffive  femicircle,  refembling  an  horfe-ffioe,  of  brafs,  filver,  or  gold, 
and  fometimes  compofed  almofl  entirely  of  pearls  and  'precious  ftones.  Some  of  the 
favourite  faints  are  adorned  with  filken  drapery  faftened  to  the  walls,  and  fludded  with 
jewels ;  fome  are  painted  upon  a  gold  ground,  and  others  are  wholly  gilded  but  the 
face  and  hands.     Towards  the  extremity  of  the  body  of  the  church  is  a  flight  of  fleps 

•  According  to  Heym,  in  1793,  Mofcow  contained  twenty-two  convents,  nine  cathedrals,  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  churches. 

f  The  cliurch  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  fometimes  called  the  Church  of  Jerufalem,  which  (lands  in  the  Khi- 
taigorod,  clofeto  the  gate  leading  into  the  Kremlin,  has  a  kind  of  high  itceple  and  nine  or  ten  domes  ;  it  was 
built  in  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  An  engraving  of  that,  as  well  as  £bme  of  the  more  antient 
churches,  may  be  feen  in  Olearius  and  Le  Brun's  Travels. 

X  I  am  here  defcribing  the  moft  antient  churches  ;  the  modern  sroffes  over  thofe  of  St.  Peterlburgh  are 
molily  fingle. 

§  Dr.  King  ingenioufly  accounts  for  the  crefcent.  "  Some  churches  have  a  crefcent  under  the  crofs  ; 
for  when  the  Tartars,  to  whom  Mufcovy  was  fubjefted  two  hundred  years,  converted  any  of  the  churches 
into  mofques  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  religion,  they  iL^ed  the  crefcent,  the  badge  of  Mahometanifm,  upon 
rhem  ;  and  when  the  Grand  Duke  Ivan  Bafilovitcli  had  delivered  his  councry  trom  the  Tartar  yoke,  and 
rellored  thofe  edifices  to  the  Chiillian  worlhlp,  he  left  the  crefcent  remaining,  and  planted  a  crofs  upon  it 
as  a  mark  of  its  vidory  over  its  enemy."     Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Greek  Church,  p.  23. 

voh.  VI.  4 «  leading 
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leading  to  the  fhrlne  ;  and  between  thefe  fteps  and  the  fhrine  is  iifually  a  platform,  upon 
which  the  officiating  miniftcr  ftands  and  performs  part  of  the  fervice. 

The  Ihrine  or  fanftuary  is  divided  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  the  JncomJIas,  or 
fkreen,  generally  the  part  the  mofl  richly  ornamented,  and  on  which  the  mofl  holy  pic- 
tures are  painted  or  hung  *.  In  its  centre  are  the  folding,  called  the  holy,  royal,  or 
beautiful  doors,  which  lead  to  the  fhrine,  within  which  is  the  holy  table,  a  Dr.  King 
well  defcribes  it,  "  with  four  fmall  columns  to  fupport  a  canopy  over  it :  from  which  a 
penfterion,  or  dove,  is  fufpended,  as  a  fymbol  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  upon  the  holy  table 
the  crofs  is  always  laid,  and  the  Gofpel,  and  the  pyxis,  or  box,  in  which  a  part  of  the 
confecrated  elements  is  preferved,  for  vifiting  the  fick  or  other  purpofes  f-" 

It  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  religion  to  admit  a  carved  image  within  the 
churches,  in  conformity  to  the  prohibition  of  Scripture,  "  Thou  flialt  not  make  to  thy- 
{e\i  ?i.  graven  image,"  &c.  By  not  confidering  the  prohibition  as  extending  to  repre- 
fentations  by  painting,  the  Greek  canonifts,  while  they  follow  the  letter,  depart  from 
the  fpirit  of  the  commandment,  which  pofitively  forbids  us  to  worlhip  the  likenefs  of 
any  thing  under  whatever  form,  or  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  delineated. 

Over  the  door  of  each  church  is  the  portrait  of  the  patron  faint,  to  which  the  com- 
mon people  pay  homage  as  they  pafs,  by  taking  off  their  hats,  croffing  themfelves,  and 
occafionally  touching  the  ground  with  their  heads ;  a  ceremony  which  I  often  faw  them 
repeat  nine  or  ten  times  in  fucceffion. 

Before  I  clofe  the  general  defcription  of  the  Ruffian  churches,  I  mufl:  not  forget  their 
bells,  which  form,  I  may  almoft  fay,  no  inconfiderable  part  of  divine  worlhip  ;  as  the 
length  or  fliortnefs  of  their  peals  afcertains  the  greater  or  leffer  fandity  of  the  day. 
They  are  hung  in  belfreys  detached  from  the  church,  and  do  not  fwing  like  our  bell?, 
but  are  fixed  immoveably  to  the  beams,  are  rung  by  a  rope  tied  to  the  clapper,  and 
pulled  fideways.  Some  of  thefe  bells  are  of  a  ftupendous  fize  :  one  in  the  belfrey  of 
St.  Ivan's  church  weighs  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  Ruffian  poods,  or 
one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-fix  Englilh  pounds. 
It  has  always  been  efteemed  a  meritorious  aft  of  religion  to  prefent  a  church  with  bells, 
and  the  piety  of  the  donor  has  been  meafured  by  their  magnitude.  According  to  this 
mode  of  eftimation,  Boris  Godunof,  who  gave  a  bell  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  cathedral  of  Mofcow,  was  the  moft  pious  fovereign  of  Ruffia, 
until  he  was  furpafFed  by  the  Emprefs  Anne,  at  whofe  expence  a  bell  was  calf,  weigh- 
ing four  hundred  and  thirty- two  thoufand  pounds,  which  exceeds  in  bignefs  every  bell 
in  the  known  world.  The  fize  is  fo  enormous,  that  I  could  fcarcely  have  credited  the 
account  of  its  magnitude  had  I  not  myfelf  afcertained  the  dimenfions.  The  height  is 
nineteen  feet,  circumference  at  the  bottom  fixty-three  feet  eleven  inches,  greatefl;  thick- 
nefs  twenty-three  inches  \.  The  beam  to  which  this  vaft  machine  was  faftened,  being 
accidentally  burnt,  the  bell  fell  down,  and  a  fragment  was  broken  off  towards  the 
bottom,  which  left  an  aperture  large  enough  to  admit  two  perfons  abreafl  without 
ftooping. 

Our  inn  being  clofe  to  the  walls  of  Kremlin,  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  examining 
the  principal  buildings. 

•  "  On  the  north  fide  of  the  royal  doors  the  pifture  of  the  Virgin  is  always  placed,  and  that  of  Jefus  on 
the  fouth ;  next  to  which  is  that  of  the  faint  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated  ;  the  fituation  of  the  reft  is 
indifferent.  Candles  or  lamps  are  ufually  fufpended  before  the  images  of  Jefus  and  the  Virgin,  and  feveral 
others,  and  fometimes  kept  perpetually  burning."  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  church,  p.  29. ;  to  which  book 
I  would  refer  the  reader. 

f   King  on  the  Greek  church,  p.  26. 

\  Mr.  Hanway,  in  his  Travels,  has  given  an  accurate  defcription  and  engraving  of  this  bell, 

The 
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The  palace,  inhabited  by  the  antient  Tzars,  (lands  at  the  extreniity  of  the  Kremlin. 
Part  of  this  palace  is  old,  and  continues  in  the  fame  flate  in  which  it  was  built  under 
Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I.  The  remainder  has  been  fucceffively  added  at  different  intervals 
without  any  plan,  and  in  various  flyles  of  architefture,  which  has  produced  a  motley 
pile  of  building,  remarkable  for  its  incongruity.  The  top  is  thickly  fet  with  numerous 
little  gilded  fpires  and  globes  ;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  front  is  decorated  with  the 
arms  of  all  the  provinces  which  compofe  the  Ruffian  empire.  The  apartments  are  in 
general  exceedingly  fmall,  excepting  one  fingle  room,  called  the  council-chamber,  in 
which  the  antient  Tzars  ufed  to  give  audience  to  foreign  ambaffadors,  and  which  has 
been  repeatedly  defcribed  by  feveral  Englifli  travellers,  who  vifited  Mofcow  before  the 
Imperial  refidence  was  transferred  to  Peterfburgh.  The  room  is  large  and  vaulted,  and 
has  in  the  centre  an  enormous  pillar  of  ftone,  which  fupports  the  cicling  *. 

This  palace,  in  which  the  Tzars  formerly  held  their  courts  in  all  the  fplendour  of 
Eaftern  pomp,  was  once  efteemed  by  the  natives  an  edifice  of  unparalleled  magnificence  ; 
fince  the  modern  improvements  in  architecture,  it  is  far  furpafled  by  the  ordinary  man- 
fions  of  the  nobility,  and  by  no  means  calculated  even  for  the  temporary  refidence  of 
the  fovereign  f. 

In  this  palace  Peter  the  Great  was  born  in  1672  ;  an  event  here  mentioned,  not  only 
becaufe  it  is  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  this  country,  but  becaufe  the  Ruflians  them- 
felves  were,  till  lately,  unacquainted  with  the  birth-place  of  their  favourite  hero.  That 
honour  was  ufually  afcribed  to  Columna,  which,  on  that  fuppofition,  has  been  pro- 
fanely ftyled  the  Bethlehem  of  Ruffia ;  but  the  judicious  Muller  has  unqueftionably 
proved,  that  the  Imperial  palace  of  Mofcow  was  the  place  of  Peter's  nativity  +.  I  was 
greatly  difappointed  that  we  could  not  view  that  part  of  the  palace  called  the  treafury. 
The  keeper  being  lately  dead,  the  door  was  fealed  up,  and  could  not  be  opened  until  a 
fucceflbr  was  appointed.  Befide  the  crown,  jewels,  and  royal  robes,  ufed  at  the  coro- 
nation of  the  fovereign,  this  repofitory  contains  feveral  curiofities  which  relate  to  and 
illuflrate  the  hiftory  of  this  country. 

There  are  two  convents  in  the  Kremlin  ;  one  a  nunnery,  and  the  other  a  monaftery 
for  men,  called  Tchudof.  It  is  well  known  in  the  Ruflian  hiftory  as  the  place  in  which 
the  Tzar  Vaflili  Shuifki  was  confined  (1610)  after  his  depofition,  and  from  whence  he 
was  conveyed  into  Poland,  where  he  only  exchanged  one  prifon  for  another  fiill  more 
difmal,  and  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  difappointment  and  chagrin,  as  well  as  to  the  ill 
treatment  of  the  Poles.  We  are  naturally  led  to  compaffionate  the  fate  of  a  depofed 
monarch,  who  dragged  on  a  miferable  exifience  amidft  the  horrors  of  perpetual  ini- 
prifonment ;  but  the  black  ingratitude  of  Vaflili  Shuifki  towards  Demetrius,  his  fove- 
reign and  benefador,  almoft  extinguifhes  our  fenfe  of  his  calamities.  For  even  if  the 
perfon  who  affumed  the  name  of  Demetrius  was  an  impoflor,  Shuifld,  when  condemned 
for  high  treafon  to  an  ignominious  death,  was  indebted  to  him  for  his  pardon ;  an  aft 
of  clemency  ill  requited  by  the  depofition  and  murder  of  his  benefaftor  §. 

The  nunnery  called  Viefnovitfkoi,  was  founded  in  1 393  by  Eudoxia,  wife  of  the  Great 
Duke  Dmitri  Ivanovitch  Donflii,  who  was  canonifed  and  interred  under  the  altar.  The 
abbefs  politely  accompanied  us  over  the  convent,  and  pointed  out  every  objeft  worthy 

*  "  The  roof  of  the  audience-chamber  was  arched  and  fupported  by  a  great  pillar  in  the  middle."  Lord 
Caih'fle's  Embody,  p.  M9.  In  the  feaft  which  Alexey  Michaelov'lch  gave  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  this 
great  pillar  was  adorned  with  a  wonderful  variety  of  goJd  and  lllver  veflels,p.  252. 

f  The  Empcior  Paul  ordered  this  ver.tiable  feai  of  the  Ruflian  monarchs  to  be  reftorcd  and  fitted  tap  as 
a  manfion  for  hinifelf  and  family. 

See  Journ.  St.  Pet.  j   See  Ch.ap.  7. 
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of  attention.  She  firfl:  conduced  us  to  the  principal  chapel,  which  contains  the  tombs 
of  feveral  Tzarinas  and  Princeffes  of  the  Imperial  family.  The  tombs  refemble  Hone 
coflins  laid  on  the  floor,  and  ranged  in  rows  ;  fome  were  inclofed  with  brafs,  and  others 
with  iron  balludradcs,  but  the  greater  number  had  no  diflinction  of  this  fort.^  Each  fe- 
pulchre  was  covered  with  a  pall  of  crimfon  or  black  velvet,  ornamented  with  an  em- 
broidered  crofs,  and  edged  with  a  border  of  gold  and  filver  lace  ;  over  thefe,  on  great 
fellivals,  are  laid  other  coverings  of  gold  and  filver  tiffue,  richly  ftudded  with  pearls  and 
precious  {tones.  The  abbefs  obligingly  prefented  me  with  a  MS.  Ruffian  account  of 
the  Princeffes  interred  in  the  church.  Having  examined  the  repofitories  of  the  dead, 
and  furveyed  the  rich  veftments  of  the  priefts,  and  the  figures  of  various  faints  painted 
on  the  walls,  the  abbefs  invited  us  to  her  apartment.  She  led  the  way,  and  at  the  top 
of  the  flairs,  as  we  entered  the  anti-chamber,  ftruck  the  floor  two  or  three  blows  with 
her  ivory-handled  cane  ;  when  a  chorus  of  twenty  nuns  received  us  with  hymns,  which 
they  continued  fmging  as  long  as  we  fl:aid  ;  the  melody  was  not  unpleafing.  In  an  ad- 
joining room  tea  was  ferved  to  the  company,  and  a  table  was  plentifully  fpread  with 
pickled  herrings,  flices  of  fait  fifli,  cheefe,  bread,  butter,  and  cakes;  champagne  and 
liqueurs  were  prefented  by  the  abbefs  herfelf.  After  partaking  of  thefe  refrefliments, 
we  attended  the  abbefs  through  the  apartments  of  the  nuns,  many  of  whom  were  em- 
ployed in  embroidering  facerdotal  habits  for  the  Archbifliop  of  Mofcow,  and  then  took 

our  leave. 

The  nuns  wore  a  long  robe  of  black  fl;uff,  black  veils,  black  forehead  cloth,  and 
black  wrappers  under  the  chin  ;  the  abbefs  was  diftinguiflied  by  a  robe  of  black  filk. 
Meat  is  prohibited,  and  the  nuns  live  chiefly  upon  fifli,  eggs,  and  vegetables.  In  other 
refpefls  the  order  is  not  rigid,  and  they  are  allowed  to  pay  occafional  vifits  in  the  town. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the  great  number  of  churches  contained  in 
this  city.  The  Kremlin  is  not  without  its  fiiarej  in  a  fmall  compafs  I  counted  eight 
almofl:  contiguous  to  each  other.  Two  of  thefe  churches,  St.  Michael's,  and  the  Af- 
fumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  are  remarkable  j  the  one  being  the  place  where  the  fove^ 
reigns  were  formerly  interred,  and  the  other  where  they  are  crowned.  Thefe  edifices 
are  both  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  architecture  ;  and  were  probably  conflru£ted  by  Solano  of 
Milan,  who  built  the  walls  of  the  Kremlin.  Though  the  architefl:  was  obliged  to  con- 
form his  plan  to  the  ftyle  of  ecclefiaftical  buildings  which  prevailed  in  Ruffia  ;  yet  their 
exterior  form  is  not  inelegant,  although  it  is  an  oblong  fquare,  and  too  high  in  propor- 
tion to  the  breadth. 

In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael  I  viewed  the  tombs  of  the  Ruffian  foverelgns.  The 
bodies  are  not,  as  with  us,  depofited  in  vaults,  or  beneath  the  pavement,  but  are  en- 
tombed in  raifed  fepulchres,  moftly  of  brick,  in  the  fliape  of  a  coffin,  and  about  two  feet 
in  height.  When  I  vifited  the  cathedral,  the  moll  antient  were  covered  with  palls  of  red 
cloth,  others  of  red  velvet,  and  that  of  Peter  II.  with  gold  tiffue  *,  bordered  with  filver 
fringe  and  ermine.  Each  tomb  has  at  its  lower  extremity  a  fmall  filver  plate,  bearing 
the  name  of  the  deceafed  fovereign,  with  the  sera  of  his  death. 

From  the  time  that  Mofcow  became  the  Imperial  refidence  to  the  clofe  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  all  the  Tzars  have  been  interred  in  this  cathedral;  except  Boris  Godu- 
nof,  whofe  remains  are  depofited  in  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinityt;  the  Tzar,  under 
the  name  of  Demetrius  +,  who  was  deftroyed  in  a  tumult,  and  Vaffili  Shuilki,  who  died 
in  captivity  at  Warfaw. 

*  On  great- fcftivals  all  the  fepulchres  are  covered  with  rich  palls  of  gold  or  filver  brocade,  ftudded  with 
pearls  and  jewels. 
f  See  Chap.  6.  X  See  Chap.  7. 
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The  tomb  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.,  juftly  efteemed  the  founder  of  Ruflian  greatnefs, 
claimed  my  principal  attention.  At  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  in  1462,  Ruflia  formed 
a  colleftion  of  petty  principalities,  engaged  in  perpetual  wars  with  each  other,  fome 
nominally  fubjeft  to  the  Grcat-duke  of  Mofcow,  and  all,  with  that  monarch  himfelf, 
tributary  to  the  Tartars  *.  Ivan,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  profperous  reign,  gave 
a  new  afpeft  to  the  Ruflian  affairs :  he  annexed  to  his  dominions  the  duchies  of  Tver 
and  other  neighbouring  principalities,  fubdued  Novogorod,  and,  what  was  ftill  more 
glorious  and  beneficial,  he  refcued  this  country  from  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  refufed  the 
payment  of  the  ignominious  tribute  exafted  from  his  predeceffors.  He  had  no  fooner 
delivered  Ruflia  from  this  dependence,  than  his  alliance  was  courted  by  many  Euro- 
pean fovereigns  ;  and  during  his  reign  Mofcow  faw,  for  the  firft  time,  ambafladors 
from  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Pope,  the  Grand-fignor,  the  Kings  of  Poland  ^nd 
Denmark,  and  the  Republic  of  Venice. 

The  talents  of  this  able  Monarch  were  not  confined  to  military  atchievements :  Ruf- 
fia  was  indebted  to  him  for  the  improvement  of  her  commerce,  and  for  opening  a  more 
ready  communication  with  the  European  nations.  Under  his  aufpices,  the  know- 
ledge of  gunpowder  and  the  art  of  carting  cannon  were  firfl:  brought  into  Ruflia  by 
Arillotle  of  Bologna  f.  He  employed  the  fame  artifl +,  as  well  as  other  foreigners, 
to  recoin  the  Ruflian  money,  hitherto  disfigured  by  Tartar  infcriptions  ;  he  engaged,  at 
a  vafl;  expence,  Italian  artifts  to  enclofe  the  Kremlins  of  Mofcow  and  Novogorod  with 
walls  of  brick,  and  to  ereft  feveral  churches  and  other  public  ftructures  with  the  fame 
materials  §.  For  his  various  civil  and  military  fervices  he  defervedly  required  the 
name  of  Great.  Ivan  is  defcribed  as  a  perfon  of  gigantic  fliature,  and  ferocious  afpe£b. 
His  manners  and  deportment,  fl;rongly  infected  with  the  barbarifm  of  his  age  and  coun- 
try, were  fomewhat  foftened  and  poliflied  by  the  example  of  his  fecond  wife  Sophia  ||, 
a  Grecian  Princefs  of  confummate  beauty  and  winning  addrefs,  who  to  all  the  fofter 
graces  of  her  fex  added  a  manly  fpirit ;  and  who,  while  ftie  infufed  into  her  hufl3and 
a  tafl;e  for  the  arts  of  peace,  animated  him  to  thofe  glorious  enterprizes  which  tended 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  country. 

Ivan  the  Great  died  in  1505,  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age:  on  each  fide  of 
his  remains  are  depofited  thofe  of  his  father  Vafili  Vaflilievitch,  furnamed  The  Blind  «[; 

•  The  fervitude  of  the  Great-diike  will  appear  from  a  pafTage  in  Cromer,  the  Polifh  hlftorian. 
"  Whenever  the  Tartar  ambaffadors  were  fent  to  Mofcow,  in  oider  to  collcft  the  accullomed  tribute,  the 
Great-duke  uftd  to  meet  them,  and  offer,  as  a  mark,  of  his  refpeA,  a  cup  of  mare's  milk  ;  and  if  a  drop 
chanced  to  fall  upon  the  mane  of  the  horfe,  on  which  the  Tartar  ambaffador  was  fitting,  he  would  himfelf 
lick  it  up.  When  they  reached  the  hall  of  auriicnce,  the  ambafladors  read  the  Khan's  letter,  feated  upon 
a  carpet  of  the  choicell  furs,  while  the  Grcat-duke  with  his  nobles  knelt,  and  liitened  in  refpeClful  filence." 
Cromer,  1.  xxix.  p.  647.  t   Bachmciiler's  Effai  fur  la  Bib.de  Peterf.  p.  28.  |  Pofrcvinu?. 

§  A'vall:  effort  in  thofe  barbarous  times,  and  which  defevves  to  be  mentioned,  bccaufe  at  his  acctffioa 
to  the  throne  almoft  all  the  buildings  of  Mofcow  were  of  wood. 

II  Sophia  was  daughter  of  Thomas  Palaologus,  brother  of  Conftantine,  the  laft  Grecian  Emperor, 
who  loll  his  life  when  Conlhntlnople  was  taken  by  the  Turks  in  I4<;  ^  Soon  after  that  event  Sophia  re- 
paired to  Rome  with  her  father,  where  they  lived  under  the  protedion  of  the  Pope,  who  is  faid  to  have 
negociated  her  marriage  with  the  Great-duke,  and  even  to  have  beftowed  her  portion,  in  hopes  of  pro- 
curing, throu<rh  her  influence,  great  advantages  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  RufTia.  But  thcfe 
hopes  wtre  frSftrated  ;  for  Sophia,  on  her  marriage  in  h^^.  embraced  the  Greek  religion.  She  encou- 
raged her  hulband  in  fliaking  off  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  probably  affilkd  him  in  procunne:  the  abklt  archi- 
tefts  from  Italy.   See  Herberftein,  in  Rer.  Mof.  Comm.  p   7.  alfo  Pan  Jovii  de  Leg.  Mof — Ibid_  p.  129. 

^  He  received  the 
who,  having  formerly 
throne.     He  was  after 

4  ^^^ 


egS  COXe's    travels    IN    RUSSIA. 

and  of  his  fon  Vafili  Ivanovitch,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  throne,  and  expired  In 

In  a  fmall  chapel  adjoining  to  thefe  tombs  is  the  fepulchre  of  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
vitch  II.  *,  fon  and  fucceifor  of  VaflUi  Ivanovitch.  This  Sovereign  is  branded- 
by  many  writers  with  the  name  of  tyrant,  and  reprefented  as  the  moft  odious  monfter 
that  ever  difgraced  human  nature.  In  dehneating,  however,  liis  general  character, 
tiiey  are  fometimes  guiky  of  falfehood  f,  and  often  of  exaggeration  ;  and  feem  totally 
to  forget  many  great  qualities  which  he  certainly  poffefied.  Though  we  fliould  not 
give  implicit  credit  to  many  idle  reports  of  his  favagenefs  and  inhumanity,  yet  it  would 
be  equally  abfurd,  and  contrary  to  hiftorical  evidence,  to  deny  or  attempt  to  apologife 
for  many  cruelties  |  adlually  committed  by  this  monarch,  who,  like  Peter  the  Great, 
did  not  reckon  clemency  among  the  number  of  his  virtues. 

But  while  we  regard  the  ferocity  of  his  temper  with  abhorrence,  we  cannot  refufe  the 
tribute  of  admiration  to  his  political  charadler.  He  raifed  the  fuperltrufture  of  the 
Ruflian  grandeur,  of  which  his  grandfather  laid  the  foundation.  Inftead  of  a  defultory 
militia,  colleded  in  haile,  and  always  impatient  to  difband,  he  inftituted  a  (landing 
army  ;  he  aboUflied  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  hitherto  the  principal  weapon  among  the  Ruf- 
fians ;  he  trained  them  to  fire-arms,  and  introduced  a  more  regular  difcipline.  By 
means  of  this  formidable  body,  he  extended  his  dominions  on  all  fides,  conquered  the 
kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  and  rendered  the  Ruffian  name  refpedable  to  the 
diflant  powers  of  Europe.  He  gave  to  his  fubjedts  the  firfl  code  of  written  laws;  he 
invited  foreign  arthts  §  to  Mofcow,  introduced  printing  into  Ruffia,  promoted  com- 
merce, and  regulated  the  duties  of  export  and  import ;  he  permitted  Englifh  merchants 
to  eftablifh  faftories  within  his  dominions,  and,  with  a  liberality  not  always  pradifed 
by  more  enlightened  fovereigns,  granted  to  them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  : 
he  had  even  formed  the  defign,  which  death  alone  prevented,  of  inflituting  various  iemi- 
naries  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Latin  and  German  languages. 

Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  died  in  1584,  in  an  agony  of  grief  at  the  death  of  his  eldefl; 
fon  Ivan,  whofe  remains  are  placed  contiguous  to  thofe  of  his  father.  Hiftorians  have 
recorded,  that  this  Prince  received  his  death  from  the  perfon  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
for  his  life,  by  an  unfortunate  blow  on  the  temple.  The  enemies  of  the  Tzar  imputed 
this  melancholy  cataftrophe  to  defign ;  while  his  apologiils  ftrenuoully  laboured  to  re- 

*  Called,  by  the  Englifh  writers,  John  Bafilovitz. 

f  Thus  fome  writers  afiert,  that  when  he  walked  out,  or  made  a  progrcfs  through  his  own  dominions, 
;f  he  met  any  one  whofe  mien  difpleafed  him,  he  would  command  his  head  to  be  llruck  off,  or  do  it  him. 
felf.  Others  as  abfurdly  relate,  that  he  would  order  bears  to  be  let  loofe  upon  a  ciowd  of  people  af- 
fembled  in  the  llreets  of  Mofcow,  and  diverted  himfelf  with  the  cries  and  agonies  of  the  perfons  devoured 
by  thofe  ferocious  animals.  Olearius  informs  us,  that  Ivan  wantonly  commanded  the  eyes  of  the  archi- 
teft,  who  built  the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Mofcow,  to  be  put  out,  that  he  might  never  coiiftruft 
any  building  of  fuperior  beauty.  Thefe  incredible  tales  confute  themfclves  ;  but  the  following  charge  wc 
are  able  to  contradift  from  our  own  hillory.  Ivan  is  faid  to  have  ordered  the  hat  of  the  Englifli  ambaf- 
fador,  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  to  be  nailed  to  his  head,  becaufe  he  refiifed  to  take  it  off  in  his  pretence. 
This  report  was  occafioncd  by  the  exaggerated  account  of  a  milundertlanding  between  the  Tzar  and  Sir 
Jerome  Bowes,  which  is  related  in  the  ambaffador's  difpatches.  Hackluyt's  CoUedlion  of  Voyages,  vol.  i. 
p.  460,  &c. 

t   Inftanccs  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  6th  chap,  of  this  book,  and  the  2d  of  book  Iv. 

§  Above  three  hundred  artifts  of  all  profeflions,  namely,  painters,  fculptors,  architects,  watchmakers, 
bell-founders,  miners,  armourers,  ftationers,  mafons,  &c.  already  arrived  at  Lubec  in  their  way  to  Mof- 
cow, but  were  prevented  from  proceeding  by  the  intrigues  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lubec,  and  the  natives 
of  Livonia.     See  Bachmeifter's  Eflai  fur  la  Bib.  &c.  p.  32. 

6t  prefent 


COXe's    TRAVEI.!    in    RUSSIA.  ego 

prefent  it  as  merely  accidental.  On  welghiHg  thefe  difcordant  accounts  with  impar- 
tiality, it  appears,  that  the  blow  was  either  cafual,  or,  if  defigned  to  chaflife,  not  ih- 
tended  to  be  fatal. 

Feodor,  the  fecond  fon  and  fucccffor  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II.,  is  interred  in  the  fame 
chapel  :  a  Prince  of  fuch  weak  intelledls  and  notorious  incapacity,  as  to  be  a  mere 
phantom  of  fovereignty,  and  entirely  under  the  direftion  of  his  brother-in-law  Boris 
Godunof.  Feodor  afcended  the  throne  in  1584,  and  expired  in  1598  :  in  him  ended 
the  male  line  of  the  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Ruric  *  ;  a  family  which  governed 
Ruflia  for  a  period  of  feven  centuries. 

Among  the  tombs  in  this  church,  the  moft  remarkable  is  that  which  contains  the 
body  of  a  child,  fuppofed  by  the  Ruffians  to  be  the  third  fon  of  IvanVaffilievitch  II.  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  affaffinated  at  Vglitz,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age,  by  order  of  Bo- 
ris Godunof.  This  tomb,  which  is  more  diftinguiflied  than  thofe  of  the  Ruffian  fove- 
reigns, is  of  brafs,  and  highly  ornamented.  The  child  is  clafled  among  the  faints  of 
the  Ruffian  calendar,  and,  according  to  the  legends  of  the  church,  his  body  is  faid  to 
have  performed  miracles,  and  is  believed  by  the  credulous  to  remain  uncorrupted. 
The  top  of  the  fepulchre  is  frequently  uncovered  ;  and,  during  divine  fervice  on  the 
fertival  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki,  I  obferved  feveral  Ruffians  killing  the  infide  with 
great  marks  of  devotion.  The  hiftory  of  the  aflailination  at  Vglitz,  aiid  the  adventures 
of  the  real  or  pretended  Demetrius,  require  a  feparate  narrative  f. 

The  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof  are  interred  in  the  body  of  the  church  : 
their  tombs  are  placed  on  each  fide  between  the  maffy  piers  which  fupport  the 
roof. 

The  firft  of  this  illuflrious  line  is  Michael  Feodorovitch  ;  whofe  election  in  16 13  put 
a  final  period  to  a  long  fcene  of  civil  bloodflied,  and  reftored  tranquillity  to  his  didraded 
country.  He  owed  his  elevation  to  his  high  rank  and  princely  defcent ;  but  more 
particularly  to  the  virtues,  abilities,  and  popularity  of  his  father  Philaretes.  Ladiilaus, 
Prince  of  Poland,  having  received  a  tender  of  the  crown,  from  a  body  of  Ruffian  no- 
bles, affiimed  the  title  of  Tzar,  and  eftabliflied  a  garrifon  at  Mofcow  :  foon  afteiVards 
a  powerful  party,  averfe  to  the  government  of  a  foreigner,  expelled  the  Poles  from 
the  capital,  and  unanimoufly  advanced  Michael  to  the  throne,  though  fcarcely  feven- 
teen  years  of  age.  It  is  fingular,  that  he  was  raifed  to  this  high  ftation,  not  only  with- 
out his  knowledge,  but  even  in  repugnance  to  his  own  inclination.  When  the  deputies 
from  Mofcow  arrived  at  Coftroma,  where  he  refided  with  his  mother,  and  acquainted 
him  with  his  eleftion,  Michael,  recoUeding  the  dreadful  cataftrophes  which  had  befal- 
len all  the  Tzars  fince  the  demife  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  and  refleding  on  the  diftrafted 
ftate  of  Ruflia,  burfl;  into  tears,  and  declined  a  crown,  which  feemed  to  entail  deftruction 
upon  thofe  who  had  ventured  to  wear  it  |.  Overcome,  however,  by  the  importuni- 
ties of  the  deputies,  and  dazzled  with  the  fplendour  of  royalty,  Michael  at  length  yield- 
ed to  the  wiflies  of  his  country,  and  repairing  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  was  crowned 
with  the  ufual  folemnities.  Though  he  afcended  the  throne  with  reludance,  he 
filled  it  with  dignity,  and  found  a  protedion  from  thofe  difafters  which  overwhelmed 
his  immediate  predeceflbrs,  in  his  own  difcretion,  in  the  wife  counfels  of  his  father, 
and  in  the  affedion  of  his  fubjecls.  Michael  died  in  1645,  ^^^^^  ^  profperous  reign  of 
twenty-three  years. 

*  Unlefs  Demetrius  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  f  See  Chapter  7; 

X  See  Bufching's  Account  of  the  Ekftion  of  Michael.     Hift.  M.  II.  p.  403. 


6oo  COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA." 

Alexcy  MIchaelovitch  his  fon,  whofe  aflies  are  contiguous  to  his  remains,  is  chiefly 
known  by  foreigners  asthefather  of  Peter  theGreat;  but  he  deferves  Ukewife  our  atten- 
tion for  his  own  public  virtues,  and  for  many  fakuary  inftitutions.  He  revifed,  amend, 
ed,  and  new-modelled  the  code  of  laws  compiled  by  Ivan  VafTdievitch  II. ;  he  intro- 
duced a  more  regular  difcipline  into  the  army,  and  invited  foreign  officers  into  his 
fervice  *  ;  he  procured  from  Amllerdam  Ihip-builders,  whom  he  employed  in  con- 
flrufting  veffels  for  the  navigation  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  :  in  a  word,  he  traced  the  great 
outlines  of  thofe  regulations,  which  were  afterwards  improved  and  enlarged  by  the 
valt  genius  of  his  fon  Peter  the  Great.  Alexey  deceafed  in  1676,  in  the  3 2d  year 
of  his  reign,  and  the  forty-ninth  of  his  age. 

Oppofite  to  the  fepukhre  of  Alexey  are  thofe  of  his  fons  Feodor  and  Ivan.  Feodor, 
who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  throne,  is  defcribed  by  Voltaire  and  others  as  a  prince 
who  poiTelled  a  vigorous  mind  in  a  weak  frame,  and  whofe  adminiflration  was  dignified 


beafcribed  to  her  influence,  and  to  the  abilities  of  his  prime  minifter,  the  great  Galitzin. 
Feodor,  after  a  fliort  reign  of  fix  years,  funk  under  the  dilbrders  which  had  long  prey- 
ed upon  his  frame. 

Ivan,  ftcond  brother  of  Feodor,  was  rightful  heir  of  the  throne ;  being  debilitated 
by  epileptic  fits,  both  in  body  and  mind  f,  was  at  firft  excluded  from  the  fucceffion, 
as  incapable  of  difcharging  the  funftions  of  government ;  but  being  afterwards  recog- 
nifed  as  joint-fovereign  with  his  half-brother  Peter  the  Great,  he  was  confidered  merely 
as  a  puppet,  to  fatisfy  the  multitude,  and  fecure  to  his  adherents  a  fhare  in  the  adminif- 
tration  of  aiiairs.  He  was  allowed  to  continue  this  ftate-pageant  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life  ;  and  his  death,  which  happened  in  1698,  was  fcarcely  perceived  by  his  fub- 
je(5ts,  and  not  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  except  by  the  omiffion  of  his  name  in  the 
public  adls. 

'1  he  fucceeding  fovereigns  are  interred  at  Peterfburg,  excepting  Peter  II.,  whofe 
aflies  repofe  in  this  cathedral.  This  monarch,  the  fon  of  the  unfortunate  Tzarovitch 
Alexey,  was  born  in  17 15,  fucceeded  in  1727  Catharine  I.  and  died  in  1730  of  the 
fmall-pox,  on  the  day  appointed  for  his  marriage  with  Princefs  Dolgorucki.  His  death 
was  occafioned  by  the  ignorance  of  the  phyficians,  who  treated  his  diforder  as  a  ma- 
lignant fever.  He  acquired  great  popularity  by  fixing,  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
fhort  reign,  his  imperial  refidence  at  IMofcow.  He  was  regretted  as  the  grandfon  of  Peter 
the  Great,  and  as  the  prince  in  whom  the  male  line  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof  became 
extin£t. 

*  Mayerberg  fays,  amnnt;  the  foreign  officers  in  the  fervice  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  were  two  generals, 
two  field  niarlhals,  more  than  a  hundred  colonels,  majors,  captains,  lieutenants,  and  eniigns  in  pro- 
portion. 

f  SchleifTing,  who  was  at  Mofcow  during  the  adminiftration  of  Sophia,  thus  defcribes  the  perfon  of 
Ivan.  "  Ivan  Akxey,  the  cldeft  Tzar,  is  ill-formed  by  nature,  infotnuch  that  he  can  neither  rightly 
fee,  read,  nor  fpeak.  He  always  wears  a  piece  of  green  filk  before  his  eyes,  in  order  to  prevent  the  up- 
per  part  of  his  face  from  being  feen  on  account  of  its  deformity.  But  he  is  very  pious  and  devout ;  and  as, 
on  account  of  his  weak  conllitution,  he  cannot  hunt,  or  take  any  violent  exercife,  he  is  the  more  conftant 
in  his  attendance  at  church,  and  never  miffes  a  proceflion.  He  is  ftiort  in  his  perfon,  very  thin,  and  is 
now  thirty  years  of  age. 
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Chap.  W.— Cathedral  of  the  A ffitmption  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  Kremlin, — Tombs 
of  the  Ruffian  Patriarchs. — Origin  and  Abolition  of  the  patriarchal  Dignity. — Account 
of  the  Patriarch  Philaretes,  Father  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof.'—Biograghical  Anedbtes 
of  the  Patriarch  Nicon. 

THE  cathedral  of  the  Aflumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  appropriated  to  the  corona- 
tion of  the  Rufiian  fovereigns,  alfo  fituated  in  the  Kremlin,  is  the  mod  magnificent 
temple  in  Mofcow.  The  Ikreen  is  in  many  parts  covered  with  plates  of  folid  filver 
and  gold  richly  worked.  From  the  centre  of  the  roof  hangs  an  enormous  chandelier 
of  mafly  filver,  weighing  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty  pounds :  it  was  made 
in  England,  and  prefented  by  Morofof,  prime-minifter  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch  *. 
The  facred  veffels  and  epifcopal  veftments  are  extremely  rich  j  but  the  wofkraanihip 
is  in  general  rude,  and  by  no  means  equal  to  the  materials. 

Many  of  the  painted  figures  which  cover  the  infide  walls  are  of  a  coloflal  fize,  and 
were  executed  fo  early  as  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century.  This  church  alfo  contains 
a  head  of  the  Virgin,  fuppofed  to  have  been  painted  by  St.  Luke,  and  greatly  cele- 
brated in  this  country  for  the  power  of  working  miracles.  The  face  is  almofl:  black  ; 
the  head  is  ornamented  with  a  glory  of  precious  ftones,  and  the  hands  and  body  are 
gilded,  which  gives  it  a  grotefque  appearance.  It  is  placed  in  the  ikreen,  and  enclofed 
within  a  filver  cafe,  which  is  never  removed  but  on  great  feftivals,  or  to  gratify  the  cu- 
riofity  of  ftrangers.  This  Madonna,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  church,  was 
brought  from  Greece  to  Kiof,  transferred  from  thence  to  Volodimir,  and  afterwards  to 
Mofcow.  It  feems  to  have  been  a  Grecian  painting,  and  was  probably  anterior  to  the 
revival  of  the  art  in  Italy  f. 

In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains  of  the  Ruffian  patriarchs. 

The  firfl:  was  Job,  before  whofe  time  the  primate  of  the  Ruffian  church  was  fufFrgan 
to  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople.     Job,  being  metropolitan  archbifliop  of  Mofcow, 

*  According  to  Storfch  it  was  a  prefent  from  the  Venetians  to  Boris  Godunof,  and  weighs  two  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  pounds. 

f  I  faw  feveral  reprefentations  of  the  Virgin  in  the  north  of  Italy  fimilar  to  this  painting:  fom: 
were  called  the  produftions  of  St.  Luke,  others  of  Cimabue,  or  his  fcholars.  Tlie  complexion  in 
thefe  was  likewife  of  a  dullcy  hue.  Probably  the  Grecian  painters  reprefented  the  Virgin  of  a  dark 
complexion,  which  was  copied  by  Cimabue  and  the  earlieft  Italian  artifts,  who  received  the  art  from 
the  Greeks.  Le  Bruyn,  fpeaking  of  this  Madonna  at  Mofcow,  fays,  "  It  is  very  gloomy  and  almoft 
black  ;  but  whether  this  proceeds  from  the  effefls  of  time,  or  the  fmoke  of  tapers,  or  the  fancy  of  the 
painter ;  certain  it  is,  there  is  no  great  matter  in  it,"  &c.  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  70.  An  ingenious  author, 
in  a  late  publication,  mentions  in  the  monaftery  of  Monte  Virgine,  a  coloflal  portrait  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  which  patTes  for  the  work  of  St.  Luke  tlie  Evangelift,  and  adds,  "  There  are  in  Italy  and  elfe- 
vhere  feme  dozens  of  black  ugly  Madonnas,  which  all  pafs  for  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  as  fuch  are 
revered."  To  which  paflage  he  fubjoins  tlie  following  note,  but  without  citing  his  authority :  "The 
origin  of  this  fable,  or  rather  miRake,  appears  to  be,  that  about  the  time  that  paintings  of  holy  fubjeftg 
came  into  fafliion,  there  lived  at  Gonftantinople  a  painter  called  Luke,  who,  by  many  reprefentations  of 
the  Virgin,  acquired  a  very  tranfcendant  teputation.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  life,  and  on  account 
of  his  piety,  and  the  edifying  ufe  he  made  of  his  talents,  was  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Luke.  In  proccfs  of  time,  when  the  epocha  and  circumftances  of  his  life  weie  forgotten  by  the  vulgar, 
and  his  performances  had  acquired  by  age  a  fmoky,  duiliy  caft,  fufficient  to  perplex  the  flwrt  fighted 
connoifleurs  of  thofe  days,  dtvotees  afcri'oedhispiftures  to  the  Evangelift,  who  was  pronounced  a  painter 
becaufe  they  knew  of  no  ptlier  faint  of  the  name,  and  becaufe,  if  he  had  been  a  painter,  no  one  could 
have  had  fuch  opportunities  of  examining  and  delineating  the  features  of  the  holy  model."  Swinburne's 
Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  p.  123.  For  proof  of  the  introduction  of  painting  into  Ruffia  and  Italy  by 
the  Greeks,  fee  the  Defcription  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  at  Novogorod. 

4  H  2  was, 
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was,  in  1588,  inftalled  in  this  cathedral  Patriarch  of  RuiTia,  by  Jeremias,  Patriarch  of 
Conflantirtople.  1  he  ceremony  of  tranflating  tiie  fee  from  the  capital  of  Turkey  to 
this  city  is  thus  defcribed  by  an  author  who  was  himfelf  prefent  *: 

"  On  the  25th  of  January,  1588,  the  Greek  Patriarch,  accompanied  with  the  Rufl'e 
cleargi,  went  to  the  great  church  of  Prechefte,  or  our  Ladie,  within  the  Eniperour's 
caftle,  where  he  made  an  oration,  and  delivered  his  refi^^nation  in  an  indrument  of  writ- 
ing, and  fo  laid  down  his  patriarchal  llaffe  ;  which  was  prefcntly  received  by  the  metro- 
polite  of  Moiko,  and  divers  other  ceremonies  ufed  about  the  inaugraiion  of  the  new 
patriarch." 

The  mod  venerable  of  Job's  fucceffors  in  the  patriarchal  fee  was  Philaretes,  who, 
though  no  fovereign  himfelf,  is  celebrated  as  the  founder  of  that  line  of  Rullian  mo- 
narchs,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  houfe  of  Romanoff.  His  fecular  name  was 
Feodor,  and  he  drew  his  lineage  from  Andrew,  a  Pruflian  prince,  who  came  into  Ruffia 
about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  whole  immediate  defcendants  enjoyed 
the  highell  offices  under  the  fovereigns  of  this  country.  Feodor  was  Ion  of  Nikita  Ro- 
manovitch,  great  grandfon  of  Andrew,  and  brother  of  Anallafia.  firrt:  wife  of  Ivan  Vaf- 
filievitch  II.  When  Boris  Godunof  was  elevated  to  the  throne,  the  high  birth,  great 
abilities,  and  popularity  of  Feodor  Romanof,  rendered  him  fo  obnoxious  to  the  new 
monarch,  that  he  was  compelled  to  afiTume  the  priefthood,  and  confined  in  a  monaltery, 
on  which  occafion  he,  according  to  the  Ruffian  cuflom,  changed  his  name  to  Philaretes. 

On  the  acceffion  of  the  fovereign  whom  the  RuiTians  call  theFalle  Demetrius,  Phila- 
retes was  releafed  from  confinement,  and  appointed  to  thearchbilhopric  of  Roftof.  Soon 
after  the  depofition  of  Vaffiii  Shuifki,  a  ftrong  party  among  the  nobles  having  agreed  to 
eleft  Ladiflaus,  fon  of  Sigifmond  III,  King  of  Poland,  Tzar  of  Ruffia ;  Philaretes  was 
difpatched  at  the  head  of  an  embafly,  to  fettle  the  conditions  of  his  fon's  eleftion.  He 
found  the  Polilh  monarch  engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Smoleniko;  and  when  the  King  de- 
manded the  immediate  ceffion  of  that  town,  Philaretes  replied,  "  When  your  fon  has 
afcended  our  throne,  he  will  poffefs  not  only  Smoleniko,  but  all  Ruffia,  and  it  ill  becomes 
you  to  difmember  his  territories."  Sigifmond,  exafperated  at  this  fpirited  reply,  and  dill 
farther  inflamed  by  the  remonlfrances  of  the  Ambalfadors  againfl:  his  condud  towards 
Ruffia,  arrelfed  and  threw  them  into  prifon.  Philaretes  languifhed  nine  years  in  the 
caftle  of  Marienburgh  |.,  in  Pruffia,  under  a  rigorous  confinement. 

His  abfence,  however,  did  not  diminilh  the  veneration  which  the  Ruffians  entertained 
for  his  charader  :  the  whole  nation  unanimoufly  conferred  the  crown  on  his  fon 
Michael,  a  youth  only  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age;  in  hopes  that  a  peace  with 
Poland  would  reftore  Philaretes  to  his  country,  and  render  him  the  director  of  that 
power  with  which  they  inverted  his  fon.  This  expedation  was  gratified  at  the  truce  of 
Develina,  concluded  in  1619,  between  Ruffia  and  Poland,  which  gave  Philaretes  to  the 
wi/hes  of  the  people.    On  his  arrival  at  Mofcow  he  was  confecrated  patriarch,  and  became 

*  Fletcher's  Ruflia,  chap.  2i.  This  author  adds,  that  Jeremias,  whom  he  calls  Hieronimo,  had  been 
either  banillied  from  Conftaiitinople  by  the  Turks,  or  depofed  by  the  Gretk  clergy  ;  that  he  came  10 
Mofcow  without  any  invitation  from  the  Ruffians,  to  obtain  money  from  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  and  with  this 
view  propoled  the  tranflation  of  the  patriarchal  fee  from  Conftantinople  to  Mofcow.  Others  deny  that  he 
was  either  depofed  or  banifhed,  and  relate,  that  the  Tzar  having  formally  demanded  the  confent  of  the  four 
Patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch,  Conftantinople,  and  Jenifilem,  to  the  eftabli/hment  of  a  new  Patriarch 
in  Ruflia,  they  acceded  to  the  requeft,  and  folemnly  deputed  Jeremias  to  Mofcow,  who  inverted  the  metro- 
politan Job  with  the  new  dignity.      King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  496. 

•j-  Ib  confequence  of  a  cuilom  prevalent  among  the  Ruflians  to  adopt  the  appellation  of  the  crandfalher 
for  a  family  name,  the  new  royal  line  was  called  Romanof,  in  honour  of  Roman,  Feodor'g  grandfather. 

:J  Bufching.  Hift.  Mag.  v.  ii.  p.  403. 
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the  real,  though  not  the  oftenfible  fovereign  of  his  country,  as  his  fon  held  the  reins  of 
government  under  his  diredlion.  lie  was  inverted  with  the  adminiftration  of  aftairs  ; 
his  name  was  frequently  aflbciated  in  the  public  ads  with  that  of  the  Tzar ;  he  gave 
audience  to  AmbafTadors,  and  on  many  public  occafions  was  permitted  to  take  prece- 
dence of  his  fon  *.  His  experience,  moderation,  and  abilities,  rendered  him  worthy  of 
thefe  high  honours  and  unbounded  authority  ;  and  the  profperity  of  Michael's  reign 
proclaimed  the  wifdom  of  his  fage  monitor.  Philaretes  died  in  1633,  in  an  advanced 
age,  regretted  by  his  fon  and  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  lafl:  of  thefe  patriarchs  was  Adrian,  at  whofe  demife,  in  1699,  Peter  the  Great 
refufed  to  nominate  a  fucceflbrj  and  in  1721  the  patriarchal  dignity  was  formally 
abolilhed. 

In  a  former  chapter  I  obferved,  that  there  are  no  feats  in  the  Ruffian  churches,  the 
ceremonial  of  the  Greek  worfliip  requiring  all  perfons  to  (land  during  the  performance 
of  divine  fervice.  In  this  cathedral  I  obferved  two  elevated  places  near  the  Ikreen,  en- 
clofed  with  rails  without  feats  :  one  is  appropriated  to  the  fovereign ;  the  other  was 
formerly  deftined  for  the  patriarch,  whofe  itate  and  grandeur  were  not  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  Tzar  himfelf.  Upon  fome  public  occafion  the  Archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  who 
afpired  to  have  the  patriarchal  dignity  revived  in  his  perfon,  pointing  to  the  place  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  patriarch,  remarked  to  Peter,  "  Sire,  that  flrufture  is  now  ufe- 
lefs,  will  not  Your  Majefly  order  it  to  be  removed  r"  Peter  was  fdent  ;  but  the  Arch- 
bifhop repeating  the  queftion,  replied,  "That  place  Ihall  not  be  removed,  nor  fhall  you 
fill  it  t." 

The  Ruffians  reckon  eleven  patriarchs  from  the  firft:  eftablilhment  of  the  dignity  in 
the  perfon  of  Job,  to  its  final  abolition  after  the  death  of  Adrian.  Of  thefe  the  greateft 
and  mo(t  confpicuous  was  the  celebrated  Nicon  ;  whom,  as  he  is  the  only  patriarch  not 
interred  in  this  cathedral,  I  could  not  mention  on  contemplating  their  lombs.  It  is 
hoped  that  no  apology  is  neceffary  for  the  account  of  a  prelate,  whom  fome  Ruffians  fiill 
abhor  as  Antichrifi:,  and  others  adore  as  a  faint;  and  whofe  extraordinary  character  has 
never  been  faithfully  reprefented  to  the  Englifli  reader. 

Nicon  was  born  in  1613,  in  a  village  of  the  government  of  Niffinei  Novogorod,  of 
obfcure  parents.  He  received,  at  the  baptifmal  font,  the  name  of  Nikita,  which,  when 
he  became  monk,  he  changed  to  Nicon.  He  was  educated  in  the  convent  of  St.  Maca- 
rius,  under  the  care  ot  a  monk.  From  the  courfe  of  his  ftudics,  which  were  almolt 
folely  directed  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  exhortations  of  his  preceptor,  he  imbibed, 
at  a  very  early  period,  the  ilrongeft  attachment  to  a  monaftic  life,  and  was  onlv  pre- 
vented from  following  his  inclination  by  the  authority  of  his  father.  la  conformity, 
however,  to  the  wifhes  of  his  family,  he  entered  into  matrimony  ;  and  as  that  flate  pre- 
cluded him  from  being  admitted  into  a  convent,  he  was  ordained  a  fecular  prielL 

With  his  wife  he  palfed  ten  years ;  firft  as  a  parifh  prieft  in  fome  country  village,  and 
afterwards  at  Mofcow  in  the  fame  capacity;  but  lofing  three  children,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  his  difgufl  for  the  world  and  his  propenfity  to  folitude  returned  with  redoubled 
violence  J  and,  having  perfuaded  his  wife  to  take  the  veil,  he  entered  into  the  monadic 
order.  He  chofe  for  his  own  retreat  a  fma'l  ifland  of  the  White-Sea,  inhabited  only  by 
a  few  perfons,  who  formed  a  kind  of  ecclefiaflical  eftablifhment,  as  remarkable  for  the 
auflerity  of  the  rules  as  for  the  folitude  of  the  fituation  :  twelve  monks  occupied  fepa- 
rate  cells,  equally  diftant  from  each  other  1  and  from  the  church  which  ftood  in  the 

*   Schmid.  RufT  Gef.  v.  11.  p,  ij.  —  Bufchiiig.  Hift.  Maff.  v.  vii.  p.  ^29.  —  Olcailus. 
f  From  Ptiiiec  Volkoiilki.  |  Two  volU,  or  a  mile  aiij  a  half, 
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centre  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  lonely  anchorites  affembled  regularly  on  Saturday  evening 
in  the  church,  where  they  affifted  in  the  performance  of  divine  fervice  during  the  whole 
night,  and  the  next  day  until  noon,  and  then  retired  to  their  refpeftive  habitations.  This 
praftice  was  repeated  on  certain  feftivals  ;  at  other  times  each  reclufe  occupied  his  cell 
undifturbed  by  mutual  intercourfe.  Their  food  was  bread,  and  fifli  which  they  caught 
themfelves,  or  procured  from  the  contiguous  continent.  Such  was  the  fituation  to  which 
Nicon  retired,  as  congenial  to  the  gloomy  ftate  of  his  own  mind  ;  where,  brooding  in 
folitude  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  he  was  unhappily  led  to  confider  the  moft 
debafing  aufterities  as  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  contrafted  that  cloiftered 
pride,  which  gave  an  alloy  to  his  virtues,  and  proved  the  greateft  defeft  in  his  charafter, 
when  raifed  to  an  exalted  ftation. 

After  a  fliort  refidence  in  this  ifland,  Nicon  accompanied  the  chief  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
eflablifhment  to  Mofcow,  to  raife  a  collection  for  building  a  new  church.  He  was 
fcarcely  returned  from  this  expedition,  when,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  chief,  whom  he 
had  offended  during  the  journey,  he  was  compelled  by  the  other  monks  to  retire  from 
the  illand.  He  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  with  only  a  fingle  perfon,  in  a  high  fea: 
being  overtaken  by  a  violent  florm,  he  was  tofled  about  in  continual  danger  of  perifhing  j 
but  was  at  length  driven  upon  an  ifland  near  the  mouth  of  the  Onega. 

From  this  ifland  he  repaired  to  a  monaflery  of  the  contiguous  continent ;  and  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  fociety ;  but  infl:ead  of  inhabiting  an  apartment  in  the  convent,  he  con- 
ftruded  a  feparate  cell  on  an  adjacent  ifland  ;  where  he  lived  upon  the  fifli  which  he 
caught  with  his  own  hands,  and  never  vifited  the  monaflery  but  during  the  time  of  di- 
vine fervice.  In  confequence  of  this  reclufe  and  rigid  way  of  life  he  was  held  in  high 
efteem  by  the  brethren,  and  on  the  death  of  the  fuperior  was  unanimoufly  raifed  to  the 
vacant  dignity.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  three  years,  when,  being  drawn  by  fome 
family  affairs  to  Mofcow,  he  was  cafually  prefented  to  the  Tzar  Alexey  Michaelovitch, 
who,  captivated  with  his  various  talents  and  extenfive  learning,  detained  him  at  Mofcow, 
under  his  immediate  proteftion.  Within  lefs  than  five  years  he  was  fucceflively  created 
Archimandrite  or  Abbot  of  the  Novofpatfkoi  convent,  Archbifliop  of  Novogorod,  and 
Patriarch  of  Ruflia.  He  deferved  thefe  rapid  promotions  by  a  rare  afliemblage  of  ex- 
traordinary qualities,  which  even  his  enemies  allowed  him  to  poflTefs ;  undaunted  cou- 
rage, irreproachable  morals,  exalted  charity,  comprehenfive  learning,  and  commanding 
eloquence. 

While  Archbifliop  of  Novogorod,  to  which  dignity  he  was  raifed  in  1649,  he  gave  a 
memorable  inftance  of  firmnefs  and  difcretion.  During  a  tumult,  the  Imperial  gover- 
nor. Prince  Feodor  Kilkof,  took  refuge  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace  againff  the  fury  of 
the  infurgents,  who,  burffing  open  the  gates,  threatened  inftant  pillage  if  the  governor 
was  not  delivered  to  them  without  delay.  Nicon,  inftcad  of  acceding  to  their  demand, 
boldly  advanced  into  the  midft  of  them,  and  exhorted  them  to  peace.  The  populace, 
inflamed  to  madnefs  by  the  prelate's  appearance,  transferred  their  rage  from  the  gover- 
nor to  him  ;  they  aflaulted  him  with  ftones,  dragged  him  by  the  hair,  and  offered  every 
fpecies  of  violence  and  indignity  to  his  perfon.  Being  conveyed  to  the  palace  in  a  Hate 
of  infenfibility,  he  was  recovered  by  immediate  afliftance  ;  but,  regardlefs  of  the  immi- 
nent danger  from  which  he  had  jult  efcaped,  he  perfilted  in  his  refolution,  either  to  ap- 
peafe  the  tumult,  or  perilh  in  the  attempt.  With  this  defign,  as  if  devoting  himfelf  to 
certain  death,  he  confeffed  and  received  the  facrament,  and  repaired  to  the  town-houfe, 
where  the  infurgents  were  affembled.  He  confounded  them  by  his  prefence,  foftened 
them  into  repentance  by  a  firm,  but  pathetic  addrefs,  and  perfuading  them  to  difperfe, 
tranquillity  was  inft antly  reflored.     This  calm,  however,  was  of  no  long  duration :  the 
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feditlon,  allayed  by  the  fpirit  and  eloquence  of  NIcon,  was  again  fomented  by  the  rin<^- 
leaders  of  the  tumult,  and  broke  into  open  rebellion;  many  of  the  inhabitants  renounce! 
their  allegiance  to  the  Tzar,  and  propofed  to  deliver  the  town  into  the  hands  of  the 
King  of  Poland.  The  Prelate,  however,  undaunted  by  this  change  in  their  fentiraents, 
continued  his  efforts  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty  ;  his  remonftrances  and  exhorta- 
tions gradually  prevailed  ;  many  flocked  to  his  palace,  defiring  his  interceffion  with  their 
enraged  fovereign  ;  and  though  the  remainder  of  the  infurgents  blocked  up  the  avenues 
ot  the  town,  yet  he  contrived,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  to  fend  information  to  the  Tzar. 
J3eing  armed,  by  a  commiffion  from  Mofcow,  with  full  powers,  he,  by  a  vigorous  exer- 
tipn  of  authority,  but  without  the  effufion  of  blood,  finally  quelled  the  refapllion.  To 
him  was  committed  the  trial  of  the  rebels,  and  the  difpofal  of  Hfe  and  death ;  an  office 
which  he  executed  with  as  much  judgment  as  lenity.  The  leader  of  the  fedition  was 
alone  punifhed  with  death  ;  ten  of  his  mod  mutinous  adherents  were  knooted  and  ba- 
nilhed,  and  a  few  were  condemned  to  a  Ihort  imprifonment.  Nicon  nobly  forgave  the 
outrage  committed  againfl  his  own  perfon;  and  in  chaftizing  the  public  offence  tempered 
the  feveruy  of  juftice  with  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

He  gained  the  refped  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  unwearied  affiduity  with  which  he 
performed  the  fundions  of  his  archiepifcopal  office,  and  conciliated  their  affeftion  by 
adts  of  unbounded  charity.  He  built  and  endowed  alms-houfes  for  widows,  old  men, 
and  orphans,  was  the  great  patron  of  the  indigent,  the  zealous  protector  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  men  againfl  the  oppreffions  of  the  great,  and  during  a  dreadful  famine,  appro- 
priated  the  revenues  of  his  fee  to  the  general  relief  of  the  poor. 

Nicon  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  the  vigilant  difcharge  of  his  patriarchal  office,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  in  1 652,  only  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  inlHtuted 
femmaries  for  the  inftruaion  of  prieds  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  and  enriched 
the  patriarchal  library  with  rare  ecclefiaftical  and  claffical  manufcripts,  drawn  from  a  con- 
vent  atMount  Athos.  By  a  diligent  revifal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  a  collation  of 
the  various  editions  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament,  perceiving  many  errors  in  the 
printed  copies  of  the  Bible  and  Liturgy  ufed  for  divine  fervice,  he  prevailed  upon  the 
Tzar  to  fummon  a  general  council  of  the  Greek  church  at  Mofcow,  in  which  he  pre- 
fided.  By  his  arguments,  authority,  and  influence,  it  was  determined  that  the  moft 
antient  Sclavonian  verfion  of  the  Bible,  was  exaQ,  and  that  the  errors  with  which  the 
latter  copies  abounded  fliould  be  correfted.  He  Infpefted  and  fuperintended  the  print- 
mg  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  which  was  become  extremely  rare.  He 
removed  from  the  churches  the  pidures  of  deceafed  perfons,  to  which  many  of  the 
Ruffians  offered  a  blind  adoration;  he  aboliflied  a  few  ceremonies  which  had  been 
earned  to  a  fuperftitious  excefs :  in  a  word,  his  labours  tended  more  to  the  refor- 
mation of  the  church,  than  the  united  efforts  of  all  his  predeceffors  in  the  patriarchal 
chair. 

Nor  was  he  folely  diftinguifficd  in  his  profeffional  charader ;  but  proved  himfelf 
"°  I  r  n^"^''^^'^  '"  ^  "^''^  capacity.  Although  his  ftudics  were  hitherto  confined  to 
ecclefiaftical  fubjeds,  and  the  reclufenefs  of  his  former  life  feemed  to  impede  the  attain- 
nientof  political  knowledge ;  yet  he  was  no  fooner  called  to  a  public  Itation,  than  his 
abilities  expanded  in  proportion  as  the  objefls  which  they  embraced  became  more  nu- 
merous and  important :  his  fagacity,  fliarpened  by  continual  application,  foon  rendered 
him  mafter  of  the  moft:  intricate  affairs,  taught  him  to  difcriminate  the  moft  oppofite 
interefts,  and  to  adopt  that  decifive  line  of  conduft  which  marks  the  great  and  enlightened 
Itatefinan.     Being  confulted  by  the  Tzar  on  all  occafions,  he  foon  became- ths  foul  of 
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his  councils  *,  and  gained  the  alcendancy  in  the  cabinet  by  the  vail:  fuperiority  of  his 
genius,  ever  fertile  in  expedients,  and  zealous  to  recommend  the  moft  fpirited  meafures. 

Having  tlius  attained  the  higheft  laminit  of  human  grandeur  to  which  a  fubjeft  can 
arrive,  he  fell  a  viftim  to  popular  difcontents,  and  to  the  cabals  of  a  court.  His  fall, 
no  lefs  fuddcn  than  his  rife, may  be  traced  from  the  following  caufes  :  The  removal  of' 
the  painted  images  from  the  churches  difgulted  a  large  party  among  the  Ruffians,  fuper- 
(iitioufly  addicted  to  the  adoration  of  their  ancellors  ;  the  correction  of  the  errors  in 
the  Liturgy  and  Bible,  the  abolition  of  fome  ceremonies,  and  the  admiflion  of  a  few 
others,  (iiui'oduced  perhaps  with  too  much  hafte,  and  without  due  deference  to  the  pre- 
judices ot  his  countrymen,)  occafioned  a  fchifm  in  the  church  ;  manyperfons  averfe  to 
all  innovations,  and  adhering  to  the  old  tenets  and  ceremonies,  formed  a  confiderable 
feci  under  the  appellation  of  Old  Believers,  and,  rifing  in  feveral  parts,  created  much 
diiturbance  to  the  ftate,  circumflances  naturally  imputed  to  Nicon  by  his  enemies.  He 
excited  the  hatred  of  an  ignorant  and  indolent  clergy  by  the  appointment  of  Greek  and 
Latin  feminaries  ;  he  raifed  the  envy  andjealoufy  ot  the  prime-minifter  and  courtiers  by 
his  predominance  in  the  cabinet,  and  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his  deportment,  offended 
the  Tzarina  and  her  father,  who  were  implacable  in  their  refentment. 

All  thefe  parties  uniting  in  one  great  combination,  Nicon  haftened  his  fall  by  a  fu- 
percilious  demeanour,  which  occafionally  bordered  upon  arrogance ;  by  trufting  folely 
for  his  fupport  to  the  reditude  of  his  condudt  and  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  and  by 
difdaining  to  guard  againll  what  he  confidered  as  the  petty  intrigues  of  a  court. 

The  only  circumftance  which  feemed  wanting  to  complete  his  difgrace  was  the  lofs  of 
Alexey's  proteftion  ;  and  this  was  at  length  effeded  by  the  gradual  but  fecret  infinua- 
tions  of  the  Tzarina  and  her  party,  who  finally  availed  themfelves  of  an  unfuccefsful 
war  with  Poland,  of  which  the  Patriarch  is  faid  to  have  been  the  principal  advifer.  Ni- 
con, finding  himfelf  excluded  from  the  prefence  of  a  fovereign  accuftomed  to  confult 
him  on  every  emergency,  and  difdaining  to  hold  the  higheft  office  in  the  kingdom, 
when  he  had  lofl  the  confidence  of  his  mafler,  aflonifhed  the  public  by  a  voluntary  ab- 
dication of  his  patriarchal  dignity.  This  meafure,  cenfured  by  many  as  hafly  and  im« 
prudent,  and  highly  expreflive  of  that  pride  which  flrongly  marked  his  chara6i:er,  mull 
yet  be  efleemed  manly  and  refolute,  which  even  thofe  who  condemn  cannot  but  admire. 
It  may  alfo  admit  of  great  palliation,  if  we  confider  that  the  popular  odium  was  rifing 
againit  him ;  that  a  powerful  party  had  fecretly  efFe£led  his  difgrace,  and  that,  as  he 
forefaw  his  fall,  he  preferred  a  voluntary  abdication  of  his  dignity  to  a  forcible  depo- 
fition  ;  chufing  to  refign  with  fpirit  what  he  could  not  retain  without  meannefs  f. 

This  abdication  took  place  on  the  loth  of  July,  O.  S.  1658,  and  he  quitted  his  exalted 
flation  with  the  fame  greatnefs  of  foul  with  which  he  had  afcended  it.  He  was  per- 
mitted to  retain  the  title  of  patriarch,  while  the  funfkions  of  his  office  were  performed 
by  the  Archbifliop  of  Novogorod.     He  chofe  for  the  place  of  his  refidence  the  convent 

*  The  influence  which  Nicon,  from  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius,  obtained  in  the  Tzar's  councils,  per- 
haps induced  Voltaire,  in  his  erroneous  account  of  this  Patriarch,  to  declare,  that  he  "  voulut  elevcr  fa  chairc 
au-deflus  du  tionc  ;  non  ftulemeiit  il  ulurpait  le  droit  de  s'lflTeoir  dans  le  fenat  a  c6te  du  czar,  mais  il 
pretelidait,  qu'on  iie  pouvait  faire  ni  la  gueire  ni  \i  paix  fans  fon  confentement."  5:c  Hill,  de  Pierre  le 
Grand,  p.  74.  From  Voltaire,  the  compiler  of  the  article  of  RulTia,  in  the  Univerfal  Hillory,  has  adopted 
this  idle  aflertion,  v.  38.  p.  140. 

f  This  IS  the  opinion  ot  Mayerbuig,  who  came  to  Mofcow  fix  years  after  his  abdication  :  after  enumerat- 
ing the  caufes  of  his  fall,  he  adds,  "  Propter  qux  omnia  omnlhus  exofut  et  ad  exilium  communibus  volis  expe- 
titus  patrocinium  nullum  invenerit  in  favore  Alexii,  cujus  animura  fenfun  abalienaverant  jadis  in  iongum 
odiis  uxor  et  focer  iUi  ob  privataj  caufas  infenfi,"  p.  87- 
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of  Jerufalem,  built  and  endowed  by  himfelf.  On  his  arrival  he  re-aflumed  his  reclufe 
way  of  life,  and  praiSlifed  the  moft  rigid  mortifications.  The  hermitage  he  inhabited  is 
thus  defcribed  bv  an  author  *,  who  vifited  the  fpot  in  the  beginning  of  this  century  : 
"  A  winding  ftair-cafe,  fo  narrow  that  one  man  could  hardly  pafs,  leads  to  the  little 
chapel  of  about  a  fathom  in  the  fquare,  in  which  the  Patriarch  ufed  to  perform  his  foli- 
tary  worfnip.  The  room  in  which  he  lived  was  not  much  larger  ;  in  it  hung  a  broad 
iron  plate,  with  a  crofs  of  brafs  fixed  to  a  heavy  chain,  weighing  above  twenty  pounds, 
all  which  the  faid  Patriarch  wore  about  his  neck  for  twenty  years  together.  His  bed 
was  a  fquare  (tone  two  ells  in  length,  and  fcarcely  one  in  breadth,  over  which  was  fpread 
nothing  but  a  cover  of  rufhes.  Below  in  the  houfe  was  a  fmall  chimney,  in  which  the 
Patriarch  ufed  to  drefs  his  own  viftuals." 

Nicon,  however,  did  not  wafte  his  whole  time  in  the  performance  of  ufelefs  aufteri- 
ties  ;  but  employed  himfelf  in  compiling  a  regular  feries  of  Ruffian  annalifts  from  Nef- 
tor,  the  earlieft  hifloi-ian  of  this  country,  to  the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch.  He 
purfued  this  plan  with  his  accuftomed  zeal.  After  comparing  and  collating  numerous 
manufcripts,  he  digefted  the  whole  collection  in  chronological  order  into  a  work,  which 
is  called  fometimes,  from  its  author,  the  Chronical  of  Nicon,  and  fometimes  from  the 
place  where  it  was  begun  and  depofited,  the  Chronicle  of  the  Convent  of  Jerufalem. 
This  compilation,  the  labour  of  twenty  years,  is  juftly  efteenied,  by  the  belt  Ruffian, 
hiftorians,  a  work  of  the  greateft  authority  ;  and  was  confidered,  by  the  venerable  au- 
thor, of  fuch  importance  to  the  hiftory  of  his  country,  that,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  he  begins  the  performance  by  anathematizing  all  thofe  who  fhould  attempt  to 
alter  the  minuted  expreffion. 

The  innocent  manner  in  which  he  pafled  his  time  could  not  protect  him  from  theper- 
fecutions  of  his  enemies,  who  were  apprehenfive  that  while  he  retained  the  name  of 
Patriarch,  he  might  be  reinftated  in  his  former  dignity.  Repeated  complaints  were 
urged  againft  him  ;  every  diflurbance,  occafioned  by  the  old  believers,  was  made  a 
matter  of  ferious  accufation ;  not  only  his  former  conduct  was  arraigned,  but  new  crimes 
were  invented  to  render  him  ftill  more  obnoxious.  He  was  accufed  of  difrefpeflful  ex- 
^reffions  relating  to  the  Tzar,  in  a  letter  to  the  Patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  of  holding 
a  treafonable  correfpondence,  and  receiving  bribes  from  the  King  of  Poland. 

The  Tzar,  continually  befet  by  the  Patriarch's  enemies,  was  prevailed  on  to  proceed 
to  the  moft  violent  extremeties.  He  convened,  in  1666,  a  general  council  of  the  Greek 
and  Ruffian  clergy  at  Mofcow,  who,  after  a  fliort  deliberation,  formally  depofed  Nicon 
from  the  patriarchal  fee,  and  banifhed  him  to  a  diflant  convent.  The  principal  caufe 
affigned  for  this  depofition  was,  that  Nicon,  having  by  a  voluntary  abdication  meanly 
deferted  his  flock,  was  unworthy  to  fill  the  patriarchal  chair.  This  futile  allegation  is  a 
fufficient  proof  that  the  other  crimes  were  mahcioufly  circulated  to  prejudice  the  Tzar, 
and  to  influence  the  judges.  In  conformity  to  his  fentence,  Nicon  was  degraded  to  the 
condition  of  a  common  monk,  and  imprifoned  in  the  convent  of  Therapont,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Bielozero.  His  confinement  was  for  fome  time  extremely  rigorous  ;  be- 
caufe,  confcious  of  his  own  integrity,  he  perfifted  in  a  denial  of  guilt,  and  refufed  to  ac- 
cept a  pardon  for  crimes  he  had  never  committed.  Upon  the  death  of  Alexey,  in  1676, 
Feodor,  probably  at  the  inftigation  of  his  prime  minifter.  Prince  Galitzin,  the  patron 
and  friend  of  genius,  permitted  Nicon  to  remove  to  the  convent  of  St.  Cyril,  where  he 
enjoyed  perfect  liberty. 

*  Perry's  State  of  RufGa.  vol,  i.  p.  140. 
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Nicon  furvlved  his  dcpofition  fifteen  years.  In  1681  he  obtained  pcrmliTionto  refarn 
to  the  convent  of  Jerufalem,  that  he  might  end  his  days  in  that  favourite  fpot,  but  ex- 
pired  upon  the  road  near  Yaroflaf,  in  the  66lh  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  tranf- 
portcd  to  the  convent  of  Jerufalem,  and  buried  with  all  the  ceremonies  which  are  ufuil 
at  the  interment  of  Patriarchs  *. 


CriAP.  V. — Ruffian  Archives. — EngliJ!}  State-papers. — Commencement  of  the  Connexion 
beKveen  the  Courts  of  London  and  Mofcozu, — Corrcfpondence  between  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  the  Tzar  Ivan  VaJjiUcvitch  11,  —  His  Demand  of  the  Lady  Anne  Hafilngs  in  marriage. 
' — Account  of  that  Negotiation. — Other  Difpatches. — Rife  of  the  Title  of  Tzar. — Nego- 
tiation bet-ivcn  Peter  the  Great  and  the  European  Courts  relative  to  the  Title  of  Emperor. 
IJniverfity.  —  Syllabus  of  the  Lectures.  — Matthai's  Catalogue  of  the  Greek  Manufcripts  in 
the  Library  of  the  Holy  Synod. — Hymn  to  Ceres  attributed  to  Homer. 

MR.  MULLER  obligingly  accompanied  us  to  the  place  in  the  Khitaigorod,  where  the 
public  archives  are  depofited  :  it  is  a  flrong  brick  building,  containing  feveral  vaulted 
apartments  with  iron  floors.     Thefe  archives,  confifting  of  numerous  ftate-papers,  were 
crowded  into  boxes,  and  thrown  afide  like  common  lumber ;  until  the  prefent  Emprefs 
ordered  them  to  be  revifed  and  arranged.     la  conformity  to  this  mandate,  Mr.  Muller 
has  difpofed  them  in  chronological  order,  and  any  fingle  document  may  be  infpeded 
with  little  trouble.     They  are  enclofed  in  feparate  cabinets  with  glafs  doors :  thofe  rela- 
tive to  Ruffia  are  clafTed  according  to  the  feveral  provinces  to  which  they  relate ;  and 
over  each  cabinet  is  infcribed  the  name  of  the  province.     In  the  fame  manner  the  ma- 
nufcripts relative  to  foreign  kingdoms  are  placed  in  feparate  divifions  under  the  refpe£tive 
titles  of  Poland,  Sweden,  England,  France,  Germany,  &c.     The  papers  which  concerned 
my  native  country  principally  engaged  my  attention.     The  earliefl;  correfpondence  be- 
tween the  fovereigns  of  England  and  Ruffia  commenced  in  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  foon  after  the  difcovery  of  Archangel,  and  chiefly  relates  to  the  permiffion  of 
trade  granted  exclufively  to  the  Englifli  company  of  merchants  fettled  in  Ruffia.     Tho 
firft  record  is  an  original  letter  of  Philip  and  Mary  to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  a  difpatch  tranfmittcd  to  England  by  his  Ambaffador  Ofef  Niphea, 
and  returning  thanks  for  the  liberty  of  opening  a  free  trade  throughout  the  Ruffian 
dominions.     The  charter  of  privileges  granted  by  the  Tzar  to  the  Englifli  merchants, 
together  with  the  numerous  letters  which  he  received  from  Elizabeth,  are  preferved  in 
this  colleftion,  and  are  moftly  pubhfhed  in  Hackluyt's  Voyages  :  one,  however,  not 
found  in  that  work,  is  dated  the  i8th  of  May,  1570,  in  which  Elizabeth,  among  other 
expreffions  of  friendship,  offers  to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch,  if  compelled  by  an  infurredion  to 
quit  his  country,  an  afylum  in  England.      This  letter  was  figned  by  Elizabeth  in  the 
prefence  of  her  iecret  council ;  amongfl  the  fignatures,  I  noticed  the  names  of  Bacon» 
Leyceffer,  and  Cecil. 

Some  hiitorians  having  alTerted  that  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11.  carried  his  perfonal  refpeft 
for  Queen  Elizabeth  fo  far  as  to  be  one  of  her  fuitors;  while  Camden  only  relates,  that 

*  For  the  Hiftory  of  Nicon,  I  have  followed  Muller  in  his  Nachricht  von  Novogorod  in  S.  R.  G. 
vol  V.  p.  541  to  559.  L'Evefqv.e  liaj  alfo  drawn  from  the  fame  fource  a  fpirited  and  candid  account  of 
this  great  Palriaich,  to  which  I  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted  for  a  few  refleftions.  Hift..  de  Rufile,  vol.  iii. 
P  391  '039+'  alfo4»7  to  430- 
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he  propofed  to  marry  Lady  Anne  Hadings,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon;  my 
curiofity  led  me  to  make  inquines  into  this  tranfartion.  With  rcfpecl:  to  any  treaty  of 
marriage  between  the  Tzar  and  Elizabeth,  the  archives  are  lilent  ;  but  fiirnilhed  ibme 
curious  particulars  in  regard  to  the  intended  efpoufal  of  Lady  Anne  Haftings. 

The  firll  hint  of  this  match  was  iuggefted  by  Dr.  Robert  Jacob,  a  phyfician  whom 
Elizabetii,  at  the  Tzar's  requed,  fent  to  Mofcow.     Jacob,  acquainted  with  the  ficklenefs 
of  Ivan  in  his  amours,  and  his  defire  of  contracting  an  alliance  with  a  foreign  princefs, 
extolled  the  beauty,  accomplifiiinents,  and  rank  of  Lady  Anne  Haftirtgs,  whom  he  re- 
prefented  as  niece  of  the  Queen,  and  daughter  of  an  independent  Prince^  and  infpired 
the  Tzar  with  a  ftrong  inclination  to  efpoufe  her,  although  he  had  juft  married  his  fifth 
wife  Maria  Feoderofna.     The  Tzar,  fired  by  his  defcription,  difpatched  Gregory  Pir- 
femllvoi,  a  Ruffian  nobleman  of  the  firfl:  diltinftion,  to  England,  to  make  a  formal  de- 
mand of  the  lady  for  his  wife.     By  his  inflruftions,  he  was  ordered,  after  a  conference 
with  the  Queen,  to  procure  an  interview  with  the  lady,  obtain  her  portrait,  and  inform 
himfelf  of  the  rank  and  fituation  of  hei^  fannly  :  he  was  then  to  requeft  that  an  Englifji 
Ambafiador  might  return  with  him  to  Mofcow,  with  full  powers  to  adjuft  the  conditions 
of  the  marriage.      If  an  objeclion  fhould  be  raifed  that  Ivan  was  already  married,  he 
was  directed  to  anfwer,  that  the  Tzar  having  efpouied  a  fubjeft,  was  at  liberty  to  divorce 
her ;  and  if  it  was  afl-ced  what  provifion  flaould  be  made  for  the  children  by  Lady  Anne 
Haftings,  he  was  inftruded  to  reply,  that  Feodor,  the  eldelt  Prince,  was  heir  to  the 
throne,  but  that  her  children  (hould  be  amply  endowed. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  Pirfemikoi  repaired  to  London,  had  an  audience  of 
Elizabeth,  faw  Lady  Haftings,  who  had  ju(l  recovered  from  the  fmall-pox,  procured  her 
portrait,  and  returned  to  Mofcow  in  1583,  accompanied  with  an  Englifh  Ambaflador, 
Sir  Jerome  Bowes.     The  latter,  a  perfon  of  capricious  difpofition,  at  his  firft  interview 
greatly  offended  the  Tzar,  as  well  by  his  freedom  of  fpeech,  as  becaufe  he  was  not  com- 
miflioned  to  give  a  final  aflent  to  the  marriage,  but  only  to  receive  a  more  explicit  offer, 
and  tranfmit  it  to  the  Queen.      The  Tzar,  unaccuflomed  to  brook  delay,  declared, 
"  that  no  obftacle  fhould  prevent  him  from  marrying  fome  kinfwoman  of  Her  Majeffy's ; 
that  he  fliould  fend  again  into  England  to  have  fome  one  of  them  to  wife ;  adding,  that 
if  Her  Majefly  would  not,  upon  his  next  embaflfy,  fend  him  fuch  an  one  as  he  defired, 
himfelf  would  then  go  into  England,  and  carry  his  treafure  with  him,  and  marry  one  of 
them  there."     Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  probably  in  conformity  to  his  inftrudions,  threw  ob- 
ftacles  in  the  way  of  the  marriage ;  inllead  of  fpeaking  favourably  of  Lady  Haflings,  he 
mentioned  her  perfon  with  indifference,  and  denied  that  fhe  was  any  relation  to  the 
Queen  ;  adding,  with  fome  marks  of  contempt,  that  his  miftrefs  had  many  fuch  nieces. 
By  thefe  means  the  affair  was  fufpended  ;  and  the  negotiation  finally  terminated  by  the 
death  of  the  Tzar  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year. 

It  appears  from  thefe  archives,  that  the  correfpondence  between  the  Ruffian  and  Eng- 
liflr  fovereigns,  which  began  with  Ivan,  did  not  ceafe  upon  his  demife.  The  amity,  in- 
deed, between  the  two  courts  was  fo  firmly  elfabliffied,  that  Charles  I.  fent  a  corps  of 
troops,  under  Colonel  Sanderfon,  to  the  affiffance  of  Michael  Feodorovitch,  againfl: 
I,audiflaus  King  of  Poland  ;  and  Alexey  Michaelovitch  occafionally  furniffied  Charles, 
in  the  period  of  his  greatefl:  diftrefs,  with  money  and  corn.  The  laft  letter  from  our 
unfortunate  Sovereign  to  Alexey  is  dated  Ifle  of  Wight,  June  1,  1648,  and  was  written 
during  his  confinement  in  Cariffirook  Caffle.  I  obferved  one  from  Charles  II.  to  the 
Tzar,  announcing  the  execution  of  his  father:  it  is  dated  September  the  16th,  1649, 
and  was  brought  to  ISIofcow  by  Lord  Culpepper. 
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During  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  Alexey  maintained  a  conflant  correfpondence 
with  the  exiled  Charles.  He  was  accuftomed  to  declare,  that  all  monarchs  ought  to 
efteem  the  caufe  of  Charles  I.  as  their  own,  and  fliould  not,  by  countenancing  an 
ufurper,  encourage  fubjects  to  rebel  againll  their  King.  In  coriformity  to  thefe  fenti- 
ments  he  refufed,  for  fome  time*,  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  the  Proteftor ;  and 
thefe  archives  contain  no  letters  between  Cromwell  and  the  Tzar. 

The  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  renewed  the  harmony  between  the  two  courts ;  and 
as  from  this  interval  the  difpatches  received  from  England  were  fo  numerous  as  to  re- 
quire feveral  days  to  examine  them  with  attention,  I  was  compelled  to  retire  without 
fatisfying  my  curiofity.  Thefe  papers,  containing  a  complete  hillorical  feries  of  the 
alliances,  connection,  correfpondence,  and  commerce,  between  Ruffia  and  England, 
would  form  an  interefting  publication,  if  printed  in  chronological  order,  and  interlperfed 
with  hiftorical  obfervations. 

I  had  fcarcely  time  to  glance  over  the  numerous  Itate-papers  which  relate  to  the  other 
European  powers;  but  the  keeper  of  the  archived  did  not  omit  pointing  out  to  me  one 
document  of  great  importance  in  the  hiflory  of  Ruffia:  I  allude  to  the  famous  letter, 
written  in  the  German  tongue  f,  from  Maximilian  I.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  to  Vaffili 
Ivanovitch,  confirming  a  treaty  of  alliance  againft  Sigifmond,  King  of  Poland.  This 
difpatch,  dated  Auguft  the  4th,  1514,  and  ratified  with  the  feal  of  the  golden  bull,  is 
remarkable,  becaufe  Maximilian  addreffes  Vaffili  by  calling  him  Kayfer  und  Herrfcher 
aller  Ruflen  ;  Emperor  and  Ruler  of  all  the  Ruffias.  This  deed,  diicovered  by  Baron 
Shavirof  in  the  archives  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  firft  fuggefted  to  Peter  the  idea 
of  affuming  the  title  of  Emperor.  The  claim  gave  rife  to  various  negociations,  and  oc- 
cafioned  a  curious  controverfy  among  the  learned,  concerning  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  titles  by  which  the  monarchs  of  this  country  have  been  diftinguiflied.  The  early 
fovereigns  of  Ruffia  were  called  Great  Dukes  ;  and  Vaffili  Ivanovitch  \  was  probably  the 
firfl:  who  llyled  himfelf  Tzar,  an  expreffion  which,  in  the  Sclavonian  language,  fignifies 
King ;  his  fucceflbrs  continued  to  bear  within  their  own  dominions  that  title  as  the  moll 
honourable  appellation,  until  Peter  the  Great  firft  took  that  of  Povelitel,  or  Emperor. 
It  is  neverthelefs  as  certain,  that  the  foreign  courts  §,  in  their  intercourfe  with  that  of 
Mofcow,  ftyled  the  fovereign  indifcriminately  Great  Duke,  Tzar,  and  Emperor  ||. 
With  refpeft  to  England,  in  Chancellor's  Account  of  Ruffia,  Ivan  Vaffiiievitch  II.  was 
called  Lord  and  Emperor  of  all  Ruffiia ;  and  in  the  Englifli  difpatches,  from  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  to  that  of  Anne,  the  fovereign  was  generally  addreffed  under  the  fame  ap- 
pellation. We  may  at  the  fame  time  remark,  that  when  the  European  powers  ftyled 
the  Tzar  Emperor  of  Mufcovy,  they  by  no  means  intended  to  give  him  a  title  fimilar 

*  I  {&-J  for  fome  time  ;  for  although,  if  I  n'ghtly  remember,  thefe  archives  contain  no  difpatches  between 
the  Tzar  and  Cromwell,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  afterwards  Alexey  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the 
Proteftot,  and  had  once  comfented  to  receive  his  ambafladors  at  Mofcow.  See  the  chapter  on  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  (he  Englifh  trade  to  Ruffia. 

f  The  reader  will  fi.id  a  co.y  of  tliL-  original  German  in  Weber's  Verandertes  Rufsland,  vol.  i.  p.  357  ; 
and  a  faithful  tranflation  in  Perry's  State  of  Ruflia,  p    2j8. 

%  The  appellation  of  Tzar  was  not  taken,  as  fome  authors  fuppofe,  from  the  Tartars,  when  Ivan  con- 
quered Calan,   for  ll.e  Prince  of  Cafan  was  called  ivhan. 

§  This  Is  affencd  upon  the,  pofitive  tellimouy  of  Heiberftein  ;  and  his  authority  is  unqueftionable,  be- 
caufe, as  he  was  twice  ambaffador  to  Mofcow  the  firft  time  to  Valfili  Ivanovitch,  and  afterwards  to  Ivan 
Vaffiiievitch  II.,  he  mnft  have  been  acquainted  with  the  titles  borne  by  thefe  two  fovereigns.  Other  authors 
fuppofe,  that  his  fon  Ivan  was  the  lirtf  who  alfumed  the  title  of  Tzar. 

II  According  to  May  erberg,  the  title  o(  Ale.Ney  Michaelovitch,  prefixed  to  his  Code  of  laws,  was  ♦'  Tzar, 
et  Magnus  Duxtotiui  Ruffix  Autocrator."     Iter  ia  Mof.  p.  IJ3. 
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to  that  which  was  peculiar  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ;  but  beftowed  upon  him  that 
appellation  as  upon  an  Afiatic  ibvereign,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  now  fay  the  Em- 
perors of  China  and  Japan.  When  Peter,  tlierefore,  determined  to  aflume  the  title  of 
Emperor,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  proving,  that  it  was  conferred  upon  his  predecef- 
fors  by  mod  of  the  European  powers ;  yet,  when  he  was  defirous  of  affixing  to  the 
term  the  European  fenfe,  it  was  confidered  as  an  innovation,  and  was  produdive  of 
more  negociations  than  would  have  been  requifite  for  the  termination  of  the  mofl:  im- 
portant  iiate  affair.  After  many  delays  and  objedlions,  the  principal  courts  of  Europe 
confented,  about  the  year  1722,  to  addrefs  the  fovcreign  of  Ruffia  with  the  title  of 
Emperor,  without  prejudice,  neverthclefs,  to  the  other  crowned  heads  of  Europe  *.  • 

■  The 

*  Many  authors  have  erronenufly  advanced,  that  the  Englifh  ambafTador,  Lord  Whitworth,  foon  aft^r 
the  battle  of  Pultava,  gave,  by  oider  of  Quten  Anne,  the  tiile  of  Emperor,  in  its  European  fsnft,  to  Peter 
tl'.e  Great.  Put  the  following  extrsfts  fioni  a  difpatch  of  Lord  Carteret  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  the  Eng- 
llfh  minifttr  at  Pnris,  which  fell  under  my  obfervatlon  fmce  I  fiuinied  the  account  in  the  text,  will  fully 
contradifl  thefe  affertions,  and  are  here  irferted,  becaufe  they  will  help  to  throw  further  light  upon  this 
fubjeft.  The  United  Provinces  and  the  King  of  PrufTia  had,  in  1711,  acknowledged  Peter's  right  to  the 
title  of  Emperor  ;  but  the  courts  of  London  and  Paris  withheld  their  confent.  During  the  negociation, 
feveral  difpatches  pafT.d  between  Lord  Carteret,  fccretary  of  (fate,  Cardinal  Dubois,  and  Sir  Luke  Schaub, 
Englifh  miniilers  at  Paris. 

"  Le  Cardinal,"  writer  Lord  Carteret,  in  one  of  his  difpatches  to  Sir  Luke,  dated  Jan.  1721-?,  "  croit 
qu'on  pourroit  accorder  le  litre  de  I'Lmpereur  au  Tzar,  de  maniere  que  les  couronnes  n'en  fuflent  point 
prejudicies." 

"  Le  Roy  [[George  L]  a  trouve  la  reponfe  tres  fage,  que  le  Cardinal  s  faite  aux  miniftres  du  Czar 
touchant  la  demande  du  titre  d'  i'mperem-.  Nous  agirons  de  concert,  avec  fon  eminence  dans  cette  affaire. 
Et  pour  luy  donner  les  eclalrciffements  qu'elle  fouhaitc,  touchant  ce  qui  s'ell  paffe  entre  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  et  le  Czar  i  I'egard  du  titre,  je  vons  envoye  un  extrait,  qui  a  ete  tire  des  regiftrcs  de  nos  archives, 
pour  luy  etre  communique.  Les  miniftres  Mofcovites  ne  font  nuUement  fondez  en  ce  qu'ils  alleguent  que 
,  ce  title  a  ete  accorde  au  Czar  corame  unc  par;ie  de  la  fatlsfadlion  dans  I'affaite  de  Matueof.  II  eft  con- 
Itant  que  I'on  ne  fit  alors  aucun  changement  h  cette  occafion  la. 

"  iEn  examinant  le  ftile,  dont  les  Roys  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  fe  font  fervis,  ea  ecrivant  aux  Czars  de 
Mofcovie,  on  eft  remonte  jufqu'au  tems  de  la  Reine  Elizabeth.  On  trouve  qu'on  leura  toujours  ecrit  eii 
.Anglois,  et  que  cette  Princtffe, 

An.  1559     Se  fervoit  du  ftile  A' Empereur  et  de  Wghnefs. 

1616.   Le  Roy  jEcques  L  Az  ztX^vj  H' Empereur  tlAe.  Majejly. 

1633.   Le  Roy  Charles  L 

1666.   Le  Roy  Charles  I  r. 

1687.  Jacques  II.  et  Guillaume  111.  de  celuy  6.' Empereur  et 

l6„|.   A' Imperial  Mnjejly. 

I'JO'].  La  Reine  Anne  s'tft  fervie  du  ftile  d'Emperour  et  A.' Imperial  MajeJIy,  jufqu'au  I'an  1707,  et  alorg 

on  commen^a  a  cccrire  Commander,   &c.  et  Czaric  MajeJly. 
170S.   En  1708,  le  19  Juillet  et  le  19  Septembre,   Commander  et  Imperial  MajeJIy  %  et  le  9  Novembre 

de  la  nieme  annee  Emperour  et  Imperial  MajeJIy.     En  1 709,  1710,   1 7  1 1 ,  Emperour  et  Imperial 

Majjiy.  -  _ 

En  1712,  1713,  17141  Emperour  et  Czarean,  Czari/Ji,  et  Imperial  MajeJIy,  tantot  I'un,  tantijt 

I'autre,  et  fonvent  CzariJIj  et  Imperial  MajeJIy.,  dans  une  meme  lettre. 

En  1714,  le  27  Septembre,  le  ftile  de  la  lettre  de  notification  de  I'avenement  du  Roy  a  la  Cou- 

ronne,  eft,  Emperour  ttl  Tour  MajeJIy,  et  dans  plufieurs  autres  lettresdepuis  ce  temps  la  C%ari/li, 

ou  Imperial  MajeJIy,  et  quelquefois  Tour  Maje/ly  llmplement. 

Voicy  le  titre  entier. 

To  the  moft  High,  moft  Potent,  and  mnft  Illuftrious,  our  moft  dear  Brother,  the  great  Lord  Czar,  and 
Great-Duke,  Peter  /Hlexejewitz,  of  all  the  Greater,  Leffer,  and  White  RufCa,  Self-Upholder  of  Mufeo- 
via,  Kiovia,  Ulodomiria,  Novogardia,  Czar  of  Cazan,  Czar  of  Aftrachan,  Czar  of  Siberia,  Lord  of  Plexoe, 
and  Great-Duke  of  Sniolenilco,  Tueria,  Ugoria,  Permia,  Viatkya,  Bolgaria,  and  others.  Lord  and  Great- 
Duke  of  Novogardia,  and  of  the  Lower  Countries  of  Czernegorfliy,  Refanlky,  Roftovefl<y,  Yeroflave,  Be- 
loovzerflcy,  Udorll<yj  Obdorlki,  Condinflii,  and  Emperour  of  all  the  Northern  Coafts,  Lord  of  the  Lands 

of 
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The  archives  contain  alfo  thirteen  vohimes  of  letters,  journals,  notes,  antl  other  ma- 
nufcripts,  of  Peter  the  Great,  written  with  his  own  hand  ;  thefe  papers  fufliciently  fiiow 
the  indefatigable  pains  with  which  that  great  Monarch  noted  down  the  minuteO:  circuiu- 
Aanccs,  that  might  prove  ufeful  in  his  extenfive  plans  for  the  civilization  and  aggran- 
dizement of  his  country.  Muller  has  lately  given  to  the  public  feveral  letters  and  other 
pieces  of  this. kind,  which  throw  a  confiderable  light  upon  the  tranfadions  of  Peter's- 
reign,  and  aftbrd  Itriking  inftanccs  of  his  perfevering  genius. 

From  the  archives  we  repaired  to  the  univerfity,  alfo  fituated  in  the  Khitaigorod  :  it 
was  founded  at  the  inftance  of  Count  Shuvalof,  by  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  for  fi.-c 
hundred  ftudents,  who  are  cloathed,  boarded,  and  inflru6led  at  the  expence  of  the 
crown.  We  were  received,  with  great  civility,  by  the  director  of  the  univerfity  and 
profeflbrs,  who  condudled  us  firft  to  their  printing-office.  One  of  the  prefles  being  at 
work,  feveral  (heets  were  {fruck  off  and  prefented  to  us  as  fpecivnens  of  the  Ruffian  ty- 
pography ;  on  examining  them,  we  found  a  complimentary  addrefs  to  ourfelves  in  the 
Englifii  and  Ruffian  languages. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  univerfity  library,  which  contains  a  fmall  colleiflion  of 
books,  and  a  moderate  apparatus  of  experimental  philofophy.  On  taking  leave  of  the 
direftor,  he  obligingly  prefented  me  with  a  Grammar  of  the  Tartar  language,  which  is 
taught  in  this  fociety,  a  Syllabus  of  a  year's  lectures,  and  a  catalogue  of  the  Greek  ma- 
nufcripts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy  Synod,  An  extract  from  the  Syllabus  *  will  dif- 
play  to  the  reader  the  general  Itudies,  and  the  principal  books  ufed  in  this  univerfity  for 
the  inftrudion  of  the  ftudents. 

I.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  the  Hiflory  of  the  Ruffian  Law,  on  Nettelbadianus,  S}f- 
iema  umverfa  JunfprudaifiiS,  and  on  the  Jus  Cambiale;  eight  hours  a  week.  2.  On 
Cicero's  Orations  againft  Catiline,  the  fixth  book  of  Virgil's  iEneid,  plays  ofPlautus 
and  Terence,  inftru<5lions  on  the  manner  of  writing  Latin  and  Ruflian  verfes,  from  the 
examples  of  Horace  and  Lomonofof ;  an  expofition  of  the  panegyrical  orations  of  Lo- 
monofof,  together  with  tranilations  and  exercifes  in  Latin  and  Ruffian  profe ;  eight 
hours  a  week.     3.  On  arithmetic,  trigonometry,  and  optics,  from  Weidler's  Mathema' 


Iverfky,  Cartilinflcy,  ami  Gruzendjy,  Czar  of  the  lands  of  Cabcrdinilcy,  Czereaflcy,  and  Duke  of  the 
Mountains,  and  of  many  other  dominions  and  countries,  Eaft,  Weft,  and  North,  from  Fatlier,  and  from 
Grandfather,   Heir,  Loid,  and  Conqueror. 

Lord  Carteret,  in  a  letter  to  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  writes ;  Le  Roi  concoura  fans  difficnlte  avec  fa  Ma- 
jede  tres  Chretienne  a  faire  ce  que  V.  Eminence  jugcra  convenable,  par  rapport  uu  nowveau  I'ltre  que  le 
Czar  demande,  ct  un  parfait  concert  a  faire  efperer  a  cc  Prince  une  telle  complaitance  pour  fervir  a  Ic  gagner, 
et  a  nous  faire  tirer  fruits  de  fon  ambition.     Jan.  30,    1721-2. 

And  in  a  difpatch  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  he  thus  exprcfles  himfelf :  La  coiitoume  icy  a  tov'ijoius  eli- 
d'ecrire  aux  Czars  de  Mofcovie  fur  dn  velin  tnlamine  peint  et  dore,  commc  on  fait  aux  Empeveurs  de  Ma- 
roc  et  Fez,  ct  a  plufieurs  autres  Princes  non-Europeens  lefquels  felon  cette  coutume  feroient  egalemeiit  fon- 
dtz  d'infiller  (urletitre  d'Empereur.  On  n'a  jamais  voulu  changer  I'ufage  etably,  qnoique  ies  Mofcovites 
I'ayent  fort  folicitc  durant  I'ambaffade  de  my  Lord  Whitworth  a  Mofcow.  Cc  miniltre  s'e.vcufa  tofljours 
d'en  faire  lapropofition.  Itleurdit,  qu'il  leur  donnernit  le  titre,  fans  difliculte,  tel  qii':l  le  troiivoit  ctabli  ; 
mais  qu'il  ne  leur  confeilloit  pa"!  de  remucr  cctte  matiere,  ni  de  s'eclaircir  trop  foignt  iifement  fur  quel  pied 
on  leur  donnoit  ce  titre.  Les  Mofcovites  crurent  fon  avis  bon  pour  lors.  Qj^aiid  my  Lord  Whitworth- tt 
Mr.  I'Amiral  Norris  fiirent  charge/,  d'une  conimlffion  auprez  dn  t-zar  a  .Amllcrdam,  ils  n'curent  qiw  des 
lettres  de  cachtt,  dont  le  ftile  c'tolt  Votre  Majejle  ;  les  miniftres  Ruffiens  en  firent  d'abord  queique  fcriipule, 
mais  n'y  infifterent  pas. 

Thefe  extrafts  are  drawn  from  Sir  Luke  Schaub's  State  Papers,  In  the  rare  and  ample  colleftlon  of 
the  Earl  of  Hardwickc,  a  nobleman  as  diilinguiflied  for  the  extent,  as  the  liberal  commuakation  of  his 
knowledge. 

*   It  is  entitled,  "  Catalogus  praeleftionum  publicarum  in  Univerfitate  Csfarea  Mofquenrrhabendarnm."' 

iua 
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iica  JnflHutioncs  ;  and  experimental  philofophy  from  Kiugcr's  CompcnJiiim.     4.  On 
ancient  and  modern  hiftory.      1;.  Introduftion  to  the  knowledge  of  moral  philofophy, 
from  BIflfield's  InRitutes.      6.  On  clinic  medicine,  or  the  remedies  ufed  by  ancient 
and  modern  phyficians,  from  Vogel's  Compendium.     7.   On  the  pandefts,   from  the 
Compendium  of  Hcineccius,  and  a  comparifon  between  the  Roman  and  Ruffian  law; 
eight  hours  a  week.     Profeflor  Defaitfl-iy,  who  reads  this  ledure,  teaches  alfo  the  Eng- 
lifli   language  from  a  Grannnar  compiled  by  himfelf ;  four  hours  a  week.      8.   Logic 
and  metaphyfics  from  Baumeifter's  logic,  eight  hours  ;  and  four  geometry  and  trigo- 
nometry, from  Weidler.      9,  On  phyfic  under  the  following  heads  ;  pathology,  diete- 
tics, and  therapeutics,  from  Ludwig's  Compendium.      10.  On  botany,  after  the  fyftem 
of  Linneeus.     11.  Anatomy  from   Ludwig.     12.  On    the  etymology,    fyntax,  and 
ftyle  of  the  French  tongue;  eight  hours.      13.  Etymology,  fyntax,  and  ftyle  of  the 
German. 

Bcfide  the  unlverfity,  there  are  two  gymnafia,  or  feminaries,   for  the  education  of 
youth,  endowed  alfo  by  Elizabeth,  in  which  are  taught  divinity,  claffics,  philofophy, 
the  Greek,  Latin,  Ruflian,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Tartar  languages  ;  hiftory, 
geography,    mathematics,  algebra,    architefture,   fortification,  artillery,   drawing  and 
painting,  mufic,   fencing,  dancing,  reading,  and  writing.     There  are  twenty-three  pro- 
feffors ;  amongfl  thefe,  the  Syllabus  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Alcxief  teaches  divinity 
two  hours  in  the  week.     Mr.  Matthasi,  profeffor  and  redlor  of  both  feminaries,  ex- 
plains feme  of  Cicero's  Orations  and  feleft  Epiftles,  Libanius's  Letters,  Ernefti's  ora- 
torical  Eflays,  Xenopbon's  Anabafis,  teaches  the  Roman  antiquities  from    Burman's 
Compendium,  and  continues  his  ufual  Latin  exercifes  upon  oratory.     Mr.  Sinkovfki, 
every  morning  from  feven  to  nine,  treats  of  the  principles  of  rhetoric,  particularly  con- 
cerning  the  Periodohgia,  both  as  to  theory  and  praftice,  from  Burgius's  Elementa  Ora- 
ioria  ;  explains  Csefar's  Commentaries  and  Juftin ;  employs  his  fcholars  in  Latin  and 
Ruflian  tranflations,  and  in  the  etymology  and  fyntax  of  the  Greek  tongue ;  reads  Plu- 
tarch srspj  llTv/r,; ;  and,  from  nine  to  twelve  on  Mondays,  Wednefdays,  and  Satur- 
days, Ovid's  Metamorphofis,  and  connefts  mythology  with  ancient  hiftory  and  geo- 
graphy.    Mr.  Tfherbotaref,  extraordinary  profeiTor  of  logic  and  morality,  and  under- 
librarian  to  the  univerfity,  four  hours  in  the  week,  comments  upon  Hehicccii  elementa 
■philofoph'ia  rationaUs  et  moralis,  as  well  in  the  original  Latin,  as  in  the  Ruflian  *  tranfla- 
tion,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  Latin  tongue.     Mr.  Ur- 
banfki  gives  inftruftions  in  rhetoric  from  the  Compendium  of  Burglus,  both  in  theory 
and  praQice.     Mr.  Holberftof  explains  Count  Teflin's  Letters  to  a  young  Prince  f. 

The  account  of  the  Greek  manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy  Synod  at  Mofcow^ 
prefented  to  me  by  the  direftor,  bore  this  title :  "  Notiiia  codicitm  maniiferiptonnn 
Graecorian  Bibliotbecanim  Mofqianfnan  fiuifljjjiniae  fynodi  Ecclefiae  orthodoxac  Graeco- 
Riifficae,  cum  variis  anecdotis,  tabulis  acneis  et  iiidicibus  locuplctiffimis.  Edidit  Chrijiiatius 
Fredericus  Matlhaei,  Gymnafiorum  Univerfitatis  Mofquenfis  Reftor.  Mofrjuae,  typis  Uiii- 
verfttatis.  Anno  1776,"  folio.  The  author  is  Chriflian  Frederic  Maltha:!,  a  learned 
German,  who  was  educated  at  Leipfic  under  the  celebrated  Ernefli,  and  had  already 
difplayed  his  erudition  by  feveral  excellent  editions  of  the  claflics.  Being  drawn  to 
Mofcow  by  the  liberality  of  the  Emprefs,  he  was  appointed  a  profeflor  of  this  univerfity. 
Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  flate.of  Greek  literature,  and  ex- 

♦  lis  prsecipue,  qui  linguae  Latinx  funt  Igiiari,  nee  fua  fludia  academica  in  univerfitate  ulterlos  profequL 
pdlTunt. 

f  Tlic  King  of  Sweden  when  Prince  Royal. 

plored 


61^  COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA. 

plored  the  curious  colledlion  of  Greek  manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy  Synod, 
the  greater  part  of  which  had,  at  the  fuggeflion  of  the  Patriarch  Nicon,  been  collected 
by  the  monk  Arfenius  from  the  monaftery  of  Mount  Athos. 

As  a  catalogue  of  thefe  manufcripts,  publidied  by  Athanafius  Schida,  at  the  command 
of  Peter  the  Great,  was  exceedingly  inaccurate,  Matthasi*  was  encouraged  by  Prince 
Potemkin,  the  great  patron  of  antient  literature,  who  defrayed  the  expence  of  the  pub- 
lication, to  undertake  this  work  upon  a  more  extenfive  plan.     Accordingly,  in  1776,  the 
learned  editor  gave  to  the  public  the  firfl:  part,  in  which  he  has  laid  down  an  accurate 
and  circumilaiuial  detail  of  fifty-one  manufcripts,  accompanied  with  judicious  remarks 
and  critical  inquiries.      He  defcribes  the  materials  upon  which  each  manufcript  is  writ- 
ten ;  fpecifies  the  age,  contents,  and  author,  the  number  of  pages,  and  the  firfl:  and  lad 
words  :    he  points  out  alfo  the  different  proprietors.     The  author  propofes  to  continue 
the  publication  at  different  intervals,  until  he  has  finiflied  the  account.     But  as  it  would 
require  many  years  thus  minutely  to  defcribe  all  the  manufcripts,  which  amount  to  five 
hundred  and  two;  the  learned  author  has,  in  the  mean  while,  favoured  the  public  with 
a  complete  catalogue  in  a  lefs  circumftantial  manner  f.      To  this  index  is  prefixed  a 
fatisfattory  and  comprehenfive  introduftion  ;  in  which,  after  informing  us  that  he  Com- 
piled it  for  the  ufe  of  I'rince  Yufapof,  an  enthufiaft  in  Greek  literature,  he  gives  a  brief 
account  of  the  principal  manufcripts.     He  enumerates  feveral  of  the  Septuagint,  and  one 
in  particular  of  the  Books  of  Kings,  which  is  of  the  ninth  century,  and  contains,  in  fome 
places,  many  various  readings,  materially  differing  from  the  printed  editions.     He  men- 
tions alfo  feveral  of  the  New  Teftament ;   fome  acrompanied  with  antient  commentaries, 
which  have  never  been  publiffied,  and  which  the  ingenious  author  has  tranfcribed,  col- 
lated, and  prepared  for  the  prefs.      The  m.oft  antient  of  thefe  was  written  at  different 
periods  ;  the  firfl;  p;irt  fo  early  as  the  feventh  or  eighth  century,  and  the  remainder  in 
the  twelfth  or  thirteenth.      This  colleftion  he  adds,  though  chiefly  confined  to  theolo- 
gical fubjefts,  is  by  no  means  deficient  in  the  claffics ;  among  which  he  notices  Homer, 
iEfchylus,  Sophocles,  Demofthenes,  iEfchines,  Hefiod,  Paufanius,  Plutarch,  and  a  moll 
beautiful  Strabo,  \yhich  he  has  collated  for  the  new  edition  of  that  author,  preparing  for 
the  Clarendon  prefs  by  Mr.  Falkener  of  Oxford  +. 

In  this  library  of  the  Holy  Synod  Matthsei  difcovered  an  antient  hymn  to  Ceres  in  a 
manufcript  of  Homer,  written  about  the  conclufion  of  the  fourteenth  century,  but  which 
he  fuppofes  a  tranfcript  from  an  ancient  and  valuable  copy ;  this  manufcript,  befide  a 
frac^ment  of  the  Iliad,  contained  the  fixteen  hymns  ufually  attributed  to  Homer,  in  the 
feme  order  as  they  are  generally  printed.  At  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  he  found  twelve 
verfes  of  a  hymn  to  Bacchus,  and  a  hymn  to  Ceres,  which,  excepting  the  lafl  part,  was 
entire.  Matthsei,  well  acquainted  with  the  delays  which  would  attend  the  publication 
at  Mofcovv,  fent  a  copy  of  the  hymn  to  the  celebrated  Runkenius,  of  the  univerfity  of 
Leyden,  who  gave  it  to  the  public  in  1780  ;  and  twenty  lines  being  omitted  by  miftake, 
he  put  forth  a  fecond  edition  in  the  following  year  § . 

*   Harris  has  enumerated  the  editions  pubh'fhed  by  Matthsei.     Pliilof.  Inquiries,  p.  564. 

+  "  Index  codicum  manufci  iptorum  Graeeorum  Bibliothecarum  Mofquenfium  fanftiflimae  Synodf  eccle- 
fiae  oithodoxae.  Giaeco-RulTicae  ;  edidit  Chriftianus  Fredericus  Matthaei.  Pretopolij  typis  Academiae 
Scientiarum,  1780," '410. 

t  It  was  a  confiderable  difappointment  to  me,  that  Mr.  Matthsei  was  abfent  from  Mofcow  diirii.g  my 
continuance  in  that  city,  as  I  rtiould  have  derived  great  information  from  his  acquaintance.  I  have  likewife 
to  regret,  that,  on  account  of  his  abfence,  I  could  not  obtain  a  fight  ot  thefe  manufcripts. 

§  Homeri  Hymnut  in  Cererem  nunc  priraum  editus  a  Davide  Runkenio. 

The 
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The  learned  editor  has  prefixed  a  critical  difquifition,  in  which  he  aflerts  that  the 
hymn  is  undoubtedly  of  great  antiquity,  and  written,  if  not  by  Homer  himfelf,  yet  cer- 
tainly by  a  very  diligent  imitator  of  his  ftyle  and  phrafeology.  Though  the  ftyle  and 
plan  of  this  hymn  appears  to  me  (as  well  as  to  the  celebrated  editor)  inferior  to  Homer, 
and  in  fome  places  unworthy  of  him  ;  yet  this  argument,  depending  on  the  ta(le  and 
feelings  of  the  reader,  will  not  operate  on  all  with  equal  force  ;  nor  will  even  they  who 
allow  its  inferiority  to  the  other  produdions  of  the  divine  poet,  be  inclined  to  grant  the 
conclufion,  that  it  is  not  his  work  ;  becaufe  Homer  might  in  one  particular  compofition 
fall  below  his  ufual  ftandard  of  excellence.  A  ftronger  proof  againfl:  its  originality  may 
be  drawn  from  the  words,  phrafes,  and  inflexions  occurring  in  this  poem,  which  are 
either  of  a  later  date  than  the  age  of  Homer,  or  not  found  in  his  unfufpefted  works. 
Some  of  thefe  are  enumerated  by  the  editor  *. 


Chap.  VI. — Retail  Trade  in  the  Klntaigorod.— Market  for  the  Sale  of  Hotifes. — Excel- 
lence of  the  Police  in  Cafes  of  Riot  or  Fire. — Chefs  common  in  Rujfta. — Account  of  the 
Foundling  Hofpital. — Excurjion  to  the  Monaflery  of  the  Holy  Trinity. — Delays  of  the 
Pojl. — Defcription  of  the  Monaflery. — To7nb  and  Hiflory  of  Maria  Titular  Queen  of 
Livonia. — To??ib  and  Charader  of  Boris  Godunof. 

MOSCOW  is  the  centre  of  the  inland  commerce  of  Ruffia,  and  conneSs  the  trade 
between  Europe  and  Siberia, 

The  navigation  to  this  city  is  formed  folely  by  the  Mofkva,  which  falling  into  the 
Occa  near  Colomna,  communicates  by  means  of  that  river  with  the  Volga  f.  But  as 
the  Mofkva  is  only  navigable  in  the  fprlng,  on  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  the  principal 
merchandize  is  conveyed  on  fledges  in  winter. 

Almofl:  the  whole  retail  commerce  of  the  city  is  carried  on  in  the  Khitaigorod,  where, 
according  to  a  cuftom  common  in  Ruffia,  as  well  as  in  mofl  kingdoms  of  the  Eart:,  the 
fhops  and  warehoufes  are  collefted  in  one  fpot.  The  place  is  like  a  kind  of  fair,  con- 
fiding of  many  rows  of  low  brick  buildings ;  the  interval  between  them  refembling 
alleys.  Thefe  fhops  or  booths  occupy  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  do  not,  as  with  us, 
make  part  of  the  houfes  inhabited  by  the  tradefmen,  but  are  ufually  detached  from  their 
dwellings,  which  are  moftly  at  fome  diftance  in  another  quarter  of  the  town.  The 
tradefman  comes  to  his  fhop  in  the  morning,  and  returns  to  his  family  in  the  afternoon. 
Every  trade  has  its  feparate  department ;  and  they  who  fell  the  fame  goods  have  booths 
adjoining  to  each  other.  Furs  and  fkins  form  the  mofl:  confiderable  article  of  com- 
merce in  Mofcow,  and  the  ftiops  vending  thofe  commodities  occupy  feveral  ftreets  |. 

Among  the  curiofities  of  Mofcow,  I  mufl:  not  omit  the  market  for  the  fale  of  houfes. 
It  is  held  in  a  large  open  fpace,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs,  and  exhibits  ready-made  houfes, 
ftrewed  on  the  ground.  The  purchafer  who  wants  a  dwelling,  repairs  to  this  fpot,  men- 
tions the  number  of  rooms  he  requires,  examines  the  different  timbers,  which  are  regu- 
larly numbered,  and  bargains  for  thatwhich  fuits  his purpofe.  The  houfeis fonretimespaid 

*  The  clafiical  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  further' information  relative  to  the  genuinenefs  of  this  antient 
poem,  is  referred  to  the  lall  edition  of  the  hymn  by  Runkcniun,  and  to  the  preface  of  Mr.  Hole's  Traaf- 
lation. 

f  For  the  communication  of  the  Volga  with  the  Baltic,  fee  the  chapter  on  the  Inland  Navigatioji  of 
Ruffia. 

\  According  to  Storfch,  the  number  of  rtiops  and  warehoufes  in  Mofcow  amouat  to  lix  thoufand,  of 
which  the  Khitaigorod  contains  four  thoufand  and  fevciity  five. 
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for  on  the  Ipot,  and  removed  by  the  purchafer;  or  the  vender  contrarrs  to  tranfport  and 
erect  it  upon  the  place  where  it  is  defigned  to  (land.  It  may  feem  incredible,  that  a 
dwelling  may  be  thus  bought,  removed,  raifad,  and  inhabited,  within  the  fpace  of  a 
week;  but  it  will  appear  eafily  practicable  by  confidering  that  thefe  ready-made  houfes 
are  in  general  merely  coliedions  of  trunks  of  trees,  tenanted  and  mortaifed  at  each 
extremity,  fo  that  nothing  more  is  required  than  the  labour  of  tranfporting  and  adjuft- 
ing  them. 

But  this  fumniary  mode  of  building  is  not  always  peculiar  to  the  meaner  hovels  ;  as 
wooden  ftruftures  of  large  dimenficns  and  handfome  appearance  are  occafionally  formed 
in  Ruffia,  with  an  expedition  almoft  inconceivable  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries. 
A  remarkable  initance  of  this  difpatch  was  difplayed  during  the  lall  vifit  of  the  Emprefs 
to  Mofcow.  Her  Majefty  propofed  to  refide  in  the  manfion  of  Prince  Galitzin,  which 
is  efteemed  the  completeft  edifice  in  this  city  ;  but  as  it  was  not  fufficiently  fpacious  for 
her  reception,  a  temporary  addition  of  wood,  larger  than  the  original  houfe,  and  con- 
taining a  magnificent  fuit  of  apartments,  was  finiflied  within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks. 
This  meteor-like  fabric  was  fo  handfome  and  commodious,  that  the  materials  were 
afterwards  taken  down  and  re-conftrufted  upon  an  eminence  near  the  city,  as  an  im- 
perial villa. 

In  Mofcow  I  obferved  an  admirable  police  for  preventing  riots,  or  flopping  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  in  cafe  of  fires,  which  are  very  frequent  in  thofe  parts  where  the  houfes 
are  moftly  of  wood,  and  the  ftreets  laid  with  timber.  At  the  entrance  of  each  ftreet  is 
a  chevaux  de-frize  gate,  one  end  turning  upon  a  pivot,  and  the  other  rolling  upon  a 
wheel ;  near  it  is  a  centry-box,  in  which  a  man  is  occafionally  ftationed.  In  times  of 
riot  or  fire  the  centinel  fhuts  the  gate,  and  all  paflage  is  immediately  flopped. 

Chefs  is  fo  common  in  Ruflia,  that  during  our  continuance  at  Mofcow,  I  fcarcely 
entered  into  any  company  where  parties  were  not  engaged  in  that  diverfion ;  and,  in 
pafling  theltreets,  I  frequently  obferved  the  tradesmen  and  common  people  playing  be- 
fore the  doors  of  their  Ihops  or  houfes.  The  Ruflians  are  efteemed  great  proficients  in 
chefs.  With  them  the  Queen  has,  in  addition  to  the  other  moves,  that  of  the  Knight, 
which,  according  to  Phillidor,  fpoils  the  game,  but  which  renders  it  more  complicated, 
and  of  courfe  more  interelting.  The  Ruffians  play  alfo  at  chefs  with  four  perfons  at 
the  fame  time,  two  againfl  two  ;  for  which  purpofe  the  board  is  longer  than  ufual,  con- 
tains more  men,  and  is  provided  with  a  greater  number  of  fquares.  I  was  informed, 
that  this  mode  is  difficult  but  more  agreeable,  than  the  common  manner. 

Among  the  public  inftitutions,  the  mod  remarkable  is  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  en* 
dowed  by  the  Emprefs  in  1764,  and  fupported  by  voluntary  contributions,  legacies,  and 
other  charitable  gifts  *.  To  encourage  donations,  Her  Majefly  grants  to  all  benefac- 
tors fome  valuable  privileges,  and  a  certain  degree  of  rank  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  their  liberality.  The  hofpital,  fituated  in  an  airy  part  of  the  town  on  a  gentle  afcenf 
near  the  river  Mofkva,  is  a  large  quadrangular  building,  part  of  which  only  was  finilhed-: 
it  contained  three  thoufand  foundlings,  and  when  the  whole  is  completed,  will  receive 
eight  thoufand. 

The  children  are  received  at  the  porter's  lodge,  and  admitted  without  recommend* 
ation.     The  rooms  are  lofty  and  large  ;  the  dormitories,  which  are  feparate  from  the 
work  rooms,  are  airy,  and  the  beds  not  crowded  :  each  foundling,  even  each  infant,  has- 
a  feparate  bed;  the  bedfl«ads  are  of  iron;    the  fheets  are  changed  once,  and  the  linen- 

*  Bf fidts  tlieCe  occafjonal  fupplies,  the  inftitution  is  fupported  by  a  lottery,  tax  upon  public  entertain* 
ment3^  and  cards,  which  are  flamped  by  the  Fouodlings'  Hofpital.     Richer  tikizzt  von  Mollca. 
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three  times  a  week.  I  was  particularly  ftruck  with  the  neatnefs  of  the  room^ ;  even, 
the  nurferies  were  uncommonly  clean,  and  without  unwholefome  fniells.  No  cradles 
are  allowed,  and  rocking  is  forbidden.  The  infants  are  not  fwaddled  according  to  tha 
cuftom  of  the  country,  but  loofely  dreffed. 

The  Diredor  obhgingly  favoured  us  with  his  company,  and  fliewed  us  the  foundlings 
at  their  refpefllve  works.  On  his  appearance  the  children  crowded  round  him  ;  fome 
took  hold  of  his  arm  ;  fome  held  by  his  coat ;  others  kiffed  his  hand,  and  all  expreffed 
the  highefl  fatisfaQion.  Thefe  natural  and  unfeigned  marks  of  regard  were  convincing 
proofs  of  his  mildnefs  and  good-nature ;  for  children,  when  ill  ufed,  naturally  crouch 
before  thofe  who  have  the  management  of  them.  I  could  be  no  judge  whether  the 
children  were  well  inflrufted,  and  the  regulations  well  obferved  ;  but  1  was  perteftly 
convinced,  from  their  behaviour,  that  they  were  in  general  happy  and  contented,  and 
perceived  from  their  looks  that  they  were  remarkably  healthy  ;  a  circumftance  owing 
to  the  uncommon  care  which  is  paid  to  cleanlinefs  both  in  their  perfons  and  rooms. 

The  foundlings  are  divided  into  feparate  clafles  according  to  their  reipeftive  ages. 
The  children  remain  in  the  nurfery  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  term  they  are  admit- 
ted into  the  loweft  clafs ;  the  boys  and  girls  continue  together  until  they  are  feven 
years  of  age,  at  which  period  they  are  feparated.  Both  fexes  are  inftrufted  in  reading, 
writing,  and  calling  accounts.  The  boys  are  taught  to  knit,  card  hemp,  flax,  and  wool, 
and  to  work  in  the  different  manufactories.  The  girls  learn  to  knit,  net,  and  perform 
all  kinds  of  needle-work ;  they  fpin  and  weave  lace,  and  are  employed  in  cookery, 
baking,  and  houfe-work. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  the  foundlings  enter  into  the  firft  clafs,  and  have  the  liberty  o( 
chufnig  any  particular  branch  of  trade ;  for  which  purpofe  different  fpecies  of  manu- 
faftures  are  eftablifhed  in  the  hofpital ;  the  principal  are  embroidery,  filk  ftockings, 
ribbands,  lace,  gloves,  buttons,  and  cabinet-work.  A  feparate  room  is  appropriated  to 
each  trade.  Some  are  inflruded  in  the  French  and  German  languages  and  a  few  of 
the  boys  in  tne  Latin  tongue  j  others  learn  mufic,  drawing,  and  dancing.  About  the 
age  of  twenty,  the  foundlings  receive  a  fum  of  money,  and  feveral  other  advantages, 
which  enable  them  to  follow  their  trade  in  any  part  of  the  empire:  a  confiderable  pri- 
vilege in  Rullia,  where  the  peafants  are  flaves,  and  cannot  leave  their  village  without  the 
perraiffion  of  their  mafter. 

In  another  vifit  wiiich  I  paid  to  this  hofpital,  I  faw  the  foundlings  at  dinner:  the  girls 
and  boys  dine  feparately.  The  dining  rooms,  which  are  upon  the  ground-floor,  are 
large  and  vaulted,  and  feparated  from  their  work  rooms.  The  firfl;  clafs  fit  at  table, 
the  reft  ftand  ;  the  little  children  are  attended  by  fervants  ;  but  thofe  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  clafs  alternately  wait  upon  each  other.  The  dinner  confifted  of  beef  and  mut- 
ton boiled  in  broth,  with  rice  ;  I  tafted  both,  which  were  remarkably  good  :  the  bread 
was  very  fweet,  and  baked  in  the  houfe,  chiefly  by  the  foundlings.  Each  foundling  has 
a  napkin,  pewter  plate,  knife,  fork,  and  fpoon  :  the  napkin  and  table-cloth  are  clean 
three  times  in  the  week.  They  rife  at  fix,  dine  at  eleven,  and  fup  at  fix.  The  little 
children  have  bread  at  (even,  and  at  four.  When  employed  in  their  neceffary  occupa- 
tions, the  utmoft  freedom  is  allowed,  and  they  are  encouraged  to  be  as  much  in  the  air 
as  pofliblc.  The  whole  was  a  lovely  fight ;  and  the  countenances  of  the  children  ex- 
preffed the  utmoft  content  and  happinefs. 

In  the  hofpital  is  a  theatre,  of  which  the  decorations  are  the  work  of  the  foundlings  : 
they  conftruded  the  ftage,  painted  the  fcenes,  and  made  the  dreffes.  I  was  prefent  at 
the  reprefentation  of  the  Honnete  Criminel,  and  the  comic  opera  Le  Devin  du  Village^  both 
tranflated  into  the  Ruflian  tongue.      Not  underllanding  the  language,  I  could  be  no 
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judge  whether  they  fpoke  with  propriety  ;  but  was  furprifed  at  the  eafe  with  which  they 
trod  the  flage,  and  pleafed  with  the  gracefulnefs  of  their  aftion.  There  were  fome 
agreeable  voices  in  the  opera.  The  orcheftra  was  filled  with  a  band  by  no  means  con- 
temptible, which  confifted  entirely  of  foundlings,  excepting  the  firft  violin,  who  was 
their  mufic-mafter.  On  this  occafion  the  play  was  not,  as  ufual,  concluded  with  a  bal- 
let, becaufe  the  principal  performer  was  indifpofed,  which  was  no  fmall  difappointment, 
as  they  dance  ballets  with  great  tafte  and  elegance.  The  Emprefs,  I  am  told,  is  induced 
to  countenance  theatrical  reprefentations,  which  appear  improper  in  a  feminary  of  this 
kind,  from  a  defire  of  diftufing  among  her  fubjefts  a  tafte  for  that  fpecies  of  entertain- 
ment, which  fhe  confiders  a  means  of  civilization,  and  of  enriching  the  Ruffian  theatres 
with  a  conftant  fupply  of  performers. 

Many  and  great  are  the  advantages  of  this  excellent  charity.  It  difFufes  a  knowledge 
of  the  arts  among  the  people,  increafes  the  number  of  free  fubje£ls,  and  above  all  has 
confiderably  diminiflied  the  horrid  pradice  of  infanticide,  fo  prevalent  before  the  infti- 
tution  of  this  hofpital. 

We  were  unwilling  to  qiiit  this  part  of  the  country  without  vifiting  Troitfkoi  Klofter, 
or  the  monaftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  which  is  diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  this  country 
as  the  afylum  for  the  Ruffian  Sovereigns  in  cafes  of  infurredtion ;  and  is  more  particu- 
larly known  to  foreigners  for  the  refuge  it  afforded  to  Peter  the  Great  when  he  put  an 
end  to  the  adminiftration  of  his  fifter  Sophia  *. 

■  The  diftance  from  Mofcow  to  the  monaftery  being  forty  miles,  we  ordered  poft-horfes 
to  be  ready  at  five  in  the  morning,  with  an  intention  of  viewing  the  convent,  and  return- 
ing by  night.  We  hoped  to  complete  this  excurfion  in  the  time  propofed  ;  but  ob- 
ftacles  continually  occur  in  foreign  countries,  unforefeen  by  thofe  who  are  not  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  natives  ;  and  an  ignorance  of  the  moft  trivial  cir- 
cumftances,  which  better  information  might  eafily  have  obviated,  produces  confiderable 
embarraflment.  Some  petty  diftrefles  of  this  nature  lengthened  our  expedition  from 
6ne  to  three  days. 

We  rofe  at  five  in  the  morning,  but  were  detained  by  want  of  poft-horfes,  which  we 
found  great  difficulty  in  procuring,  although  the  order  was  figned  both  by  the  governor 
of  the  province  and  of  the  city,  and  we  importuned  the  poft-mafter  with  repeated  mef- 
fages.  The  cafe  is,  that  the  price  for  the  hire  of  horfes  being  inconfiderable,  the  owners 
can  employ  them  in  other  fervices  to  greater  advantage  ;  and  on  this  account  a  ftranger, 
unlefs  accompanied  with  a  Ruffian  foldier  to  quicken  the  expedition  of  thofe  who  furnifli 
the  poft,  muft  meet  with  infinite  delays.  We  were,  indeed,  ftrongly  advifed  by  fome  of 
cur  acquaintance  to  ufe  this  precaution,  but  imprudently  omitted  it,  to  our  great  incon- 
venience, as  we  foon  experienced. 

After  waiting  nine  hours,  we  at  length  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in  feeing  the  poft- 
horfes  make  their  appearance  about  two  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  fet  off'  with  an  expe£ta- 
tion  of  proceeding  without  interruption  to  Bretofffiina,  where  a  relay  was  waiting  for 
us.  But  the  drivers  ftopping  at  a  village  only  four  miles  from  Mofcow,  peremptorily 
refufed  to  carry  us  any  farther.  In  vain  we  produced  the  order  for  horfes ;  they  con- 
tended that  it  authorized  us  only  to  take  them  from  village  to  village,  and  on  the  ftrengih 
of  that  conftrudtion  returned  without  further  ceremony  to  Mofcow.  Two  hours  more 
were  employed,  and  much  broken  Ruffian  fpoken  by  our  Bohemian  interpreter,  before 
we  were  able  to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  to  fupply  us  with  horfes,  and  were  again  de- 
pofited  in  a  village  about  the  diftance  of  three  miles  j  where  all  the  old  procefs  of  alter- 

*  See  chap.  viii. 
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cation,  threats,  and  promifes,  was  renewed.  In  this  manner  we  continued  wrangling 
and  proceeding  from  village  to  village,  which  were  thickly  fcattered  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  until  near  midnight,  when  we  found  ourfelves  at  Klifma,  only  feventeen  miles 
from  Mofcow,  and  took  up  our  lodging  in  a  peafant's  cottage.  Our  Bohemian  fervant 
having  fortunately  devoted  great  part  of  the  night  in  rambling  to  different  houfes,  and 
adjufting  the  difficult  negotiation  for  frefh  horfes,  we  were  able  to  depart  almoff  by  day- 
break, and  had  the  ftill  farther  fatisfaftion  to  pafs  over  the  immenfc  fpace  of  feven  miles 
without  either  halt  or  delay  ;  fo  that  by  eight  in  the  morning  we  reached  Bretoffliina, 
half-way  between  Mofcow  and  the  convent.  Here  we  found  a  Ruffian  ferjeant,  whoni 
Prince  Volkonfki  had  obligingly  fent  forwards  to  procure  horfes,  and  accompany  us  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  our  journey  j  the  experience  of  the  preceding  day  taught  us  the 
value  of  this  military  attendant. 

At  Bretoffliina  we  viewed  a  palace  built  by  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  in  which  he  fre- 
quently refided :  it  is  a  long  wooden  building,  painted  yellow,  only  one  ftory  in  heighth, 
containing  a  fuite  of  fmall  and  low  rooms.  This  palace  (if  it  deferves  that  name)  has 
long  been  uninhabited.  The  Emprefs,  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of  the  fituation,  and  re- 
fpefting  the  favourite  refidence  of  Peter  the  Great's  father,  propofed  to  build  a  large 
brick  palace  near  the  fite  of  the  old  manhon,  and  part  of  the  materials  were  already  col- 
lefted  for  that  purpofe.  On  our  return  to  the  village  we  ordered  the  horfes,  and  were 
pleafed  to  find  our  order  obeyed  almoft  as  foon  as  iflued  :  we  had,  indeed,  a  fuccefsful 
agent  in  our  friend  the  ferjeant ;  for  the  peafants,  who  were  beginning  to  wrangle,  and 
make  their  ufual  altercations,  were  inftantly  difperfed  by  his  cudgel,  whofe  eloquence  was 
more  perfuafive  than  the  moft  pathetic  remonltrances.  The  boors  were  certainly  accuf- 
tomed  to  this  fpecies  of  rhetoric  ;  for  they  bore  it  patiently,  and  with  perfect  good  hu- 
mour;  and,  the  moment  they  were  feated  on  the  box,  began  whiftling  and  finging  their 
national  fongs  as  ufual.  We  now  continued  our  route,  and  arrived  at  the  convent, 
though  diftant  from  Bretoffliina  twenty  miles,  without  once  flopping  to  change  horfes. 

Troitfkoi  Sergief  Klofler,  or  the  monaftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  at  a  little  diftance 
bears  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  town ;  and,  like  many  convents  in  this  country,  is 
iurrounded  with  high  brick  walls,  ftrengthened  with  battlements  and  towers.  The 
parapet  is  roofed  with  wood,  and  the  walls  and  towers  are  provided  with  embrafures 
for  mufkets  and  cannon  :  the  whole  is  furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch.  This  place  with- 
ftood  feveral  fieges;  and  particularly  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  Ladiflaus  Prince  of 
Poland,  who  attacked  it  at  the  head  of  a  large  army. 

Befide  the  convent  or  habitation  for  the  monks,  the  walls  cnclofe  an  imperial 
palace,  and  nine  large  churches  conflructed  by  different  fovereigns.  The  convent  is 
a  range  of  buildings  encircling  a  court,  and  far  too  fpacious  for  the  prefent  inhabitants: 
it  formerly  contained  three  hundred  monks,  together  witti  a  proportionate  number  of 
fludents,  and  was  the  richeft  ccclefiaffical  eftablifliment  in  Ruflia.  Their  ellates,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  church  lands,  being  annexed  to  the  crown,  the  members  receive 
penfions.  "With  the  revenues  the  number  of  monks  is  greatly  diminiflied,  and  they  do 
not  amount  to  one  hundred.  The  habit  is  black,  with  a  veil  of  the  fame  colour;  they 
eat  no  meat,  and  the  difcipline  of  the  order  is  very  ftrift.  Within  the  convent  is  a 
feminary  for  tlie  education  of  perfons  intended  for  the  church,  which  contained  about 
two  hundred  ffudents. 

The  imperial  palace,  which  was  much  frequented  when  the  fovereign  refided  at 
Mofcow,  is  fmall ;  one  of  the  apartments  is  ornamented  with  reprefentations  in  fl:ucco 
of  the  principal  actions  of  Peter  the  Great.  The  nine  churches  are  fplendid,  and  ex- 
tremely rich  in  gold  and  filver  ornaments,  and  coftiy  veltments.     The  principal  church 
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has  a  cupola  of  copper  gilt,  and  four  domes,  of  tin  or  iron  painted  green.  We  afcend- 
ed  a  new  belfry,  built  by  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  which  is  not  an  inelegant  piece  of 
architeduie ;  it  commands  a  fme  view  of  the  adjacent  country,  which  is  gently 
wavin<^~,  richly  cultivated,  producing  much  grain,  and  thickly  ftrewed  with  villages. 
The  archimandrite  or  abbot  of  the  nionaflery  being  abfent,  we  could  not  obtain  per- 
miflion  to  fee  the  library,  which  occafioned  foiue  regret,  becaufe,  according  to  Buf- 
ching,  it  contains  a  curious  colledion  of  books  *. 

In  the  principal  church  a  few  tombs  drew  my  attention. 

The  firft  was  that  of  Maria  Queen  of  Livonia,  probably  the  only  perfon  who  ever 
bore  that  title,  an  empty  honour,  which  Ihe  may  truly  be  faid  to  have  purchafed  at  a 
dear  rate-  Maria,  lineally  defcended  from  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I.,  was  a  relation  of 
Ivan  II  f.  She  efpoufed,  in  1573,  Magnus  Duke  of  HoKlein  J,  and  titular  king  of 
Livonia,  who  was  raifed  to  that  dignity  by  Ivan  VafTdievitch  II.  in  an  extraordinaiy 
manner.  Livonia,  bordering  upon  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Poland,  and  reciprocally 
claimed  and  poflefled  by  thofe  three  powers,  was,  in  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, partly  free,  partly  fubjecl  to  Poland,  and  partly  to  the  Swedes,  when  the  Tzar 
made  an  irruption,  and  conquered  a  fmall  portion.  Well  acquainted,  however,  with 
the  averfion  of  the  natives  to  the  RulTian  fceptre,  he  declared  that  he  entered  their 
country  with  no  interefted  views ;  had  no  other  ambition  than  to  refcue  them  from 
the  Swedifh  yoke;  and,  renouncing  all  right  of  conqueft,  would  only  ftyle  himfelf 
their  proteftor :  he  exhorted  them  to  eleft  for  their  fovereign  Magnus,  brother  of 
Frederic  II.  King  of  Denmark,  who,  in  the  capacity  of  Bifhop  of  Pilten,  had  fome 
pretenfions  to  Livonia.  This  propofal  being  cheerfully  agreed  to  by  a  great  party 
among  the  natives,  the  Tzar  difpatched  an  embaffy  to  Magnus,  who  accepted  the 
proffered  crown  ;  and  repairing  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  was  formally  inftalled  in 

•  Bufching's  Erd-befchreibung,  vol.i.  p.Sjt. 

f  Ivan  Vassilixvitch  I. 


VaSSILI   ivANOVITCH.  AnDREW    IvANOVITCHof 

I  Statitza,  died  1537. 


Ivan  Vassilievitcii  II. 


Vladimer  Asdrevitch, 
died  1750. 


Maria,  married  to  Magnus. 


EUDOKIA. 

t  Magnus  was  ton  ot  Chriftian  III.  King  (jf  Denmaik,  and  is  known  in  hiftory  by  feveral  different 
appellations.  He  is  fometimes  llylcd  King  of  Livonia,  from  his  mock-fovereignty  in  that  country  ; 
lometimes  Duke  of  Holfltin,  from  his  inheriting  a  portion  of  that  duchy  on  the  deceafe  of  his  father  ; 
and  Bifhop  of  ^fel,  from  his  exchanging  his  part  of  Holllein  for  the  bifhoprics  of  JEM  and  Courland, 
which  he  fecularized.  Holberg,  the  Danifh  hiilorian,  mentions  a  bond  for  1500  marks,  which  was  fign- 
ed  :  "  We  Magnus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Lord  of^fel  and  Wick,  Bifhop  of  Courland,  Adminittraiorof 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Reval,  Heir  of  Norway,  Duke  of  Schlei'wick,  Holllein,  Stormar,  and  Ditmarfh,  Count  of 
Oldcnburgh  and  Delmenhuril."  Titles,  as  the  hiftorians  remark,  which  could  Hot  procure  him  even  i 
Imall  fum  of  money  without  his  bond.     Holberg,  vol.  ii.  p.  488. 

his 
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Ti'is  new  dignity,  upon  condition  of  efpoufing  Maria,  and  paying  an  annual  tribute  to 
the  Tzar. 

Magnus,  however,  being  oppofed  by  the  Swedes,  who  maintained  a  large  army  in 
Livonia,  and  not  unanimoufly  acknowledged  even  by  the  natives,  was  dill  only  a  titu- 
■  lar  fovereign  ;  and  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  crown,  continued 
to  difplay  his  mock  dignity  at  Molcow.  At  length,  in  1577,  being  efcorted  to  Livonia 
by  the  Tzar,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thouiand  troops,  he  obtained  the  town  and  territory 
of  Wenden,  the  remainder  of  the  province  being  referved  to  Ruflla. 

Magnus  was  fcarcely  admitted  into  Wenden,  where  he  was  received  with  great 
demonftrations  of  joy,  than,  defpifing  a  precarious  fovereignty,  he  was  prevailed  upon 
by  his  new  fubje<5ts  to  form  a  fecret  alliance  with  the  King  of  Poland,  and  counteraft 
the  Tzar's  progrefs  in  Livonia.  Ivan,  apprized  of  this  negotiation,  laid  immediate 
fiege  to  Wenden  with  a  numerous  army,  and  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  capitulate. 
Magnus  himfelf  carried  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and,  advancing  to  fupplicate  the 
incenfed  monarch,  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  interceded  for  the  town.  The  Tzar, 
fpurning  at  him  with  his  foot*,  and  ftriking  him  on  the  face,  loaded  him  with  re- 
proaches for  his  ingratitude,  and  ordered  him  to  prifon ;  and  entering  the  town,  his 
troops  committed  every  fpecies  of  horror  and  devaftation.  Many  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  retiring  into  the  citadel,  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  lafl;  extremity  ; 
but  perceiving  all  refiftance  fruitlefs,  and  expelling  no  quarter,  they  calmly  affembled, 
received  the  facrament,  and  deftroyed  themfelves  by  blowing  up  the  citadel.  Thus 
ended  the  kingdom  of  Livonia,  four  years  after  it  was  erected  into  a  fovereignty. 
Magnus  obtained  his  enlargement  by  paying  a  confiderable  fum  of  monev;  and  re- 
paired, with  his  confort  Mary,  to  Piltcn  in  Courland,  where  he  died  in  1583,  in  ex- 
treme diftrefs  f.  After  the  death  of  her  hufband,  Maria  was  enticed  in  Rullia,  and 
thrown  into  a  nunnery,  with  her  only  daughter  Eudokia  J.  She  was  never  releafed 
from  her  confinement,  and  the  time  of  her  deceafe  is  uncertain.  'Jhe  remains,  both 
of  the  Queen  and  her  daughter,  were  depofited  in  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

In  the  fame  church  repofe  the  aflies  of  Boris  Feodorovitch  Godunof,  who,  upon  the 
demife  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch  in  1  597,  was  raifed  from  a  private  (tation  to  the  throne  of 
Ruflia.  It  is  a  circumftance  extremely  favourable  to  a  virtuous  condud,  that  a  fove- 
reign cannot  commit  one  flagrant  offence  without  fuftering  the  imputation  of  many 
others  ;  and  that  fuppofititious  cruelties  are  always  added  to  a£ls  of  real  tyranny.  This 
was  the  fate  of  Boris  Godunof,  who,  having  defervedly  acquired  the  deteftation  of  pof- 

*  Hennin,'^,  amhor  of  tl'c  Livonian  Chronicle,  relates  this  tranfaftion  more  to  the  honour  of  Ivan, 
He  is  thus  (.[uoted  by  the  authors  of  tlie  Univei-fal  Hillory.  vol  xkxv  p.  242.  "  The  Tzar  laid  tie. re 
to  the  place,  till,  at  the  carnell  requtlt  of  the  citizetis,  Magnus,  with  only  a  few  attcmkints,  went 
into  the  T/.ar's  camp,  and,  falling  on  his  knees,  begged  pardon  for  himfelf  and  the  city.  Bafilovvitz  no 
fooner  faw  the  King  of  Livonia  thus  proftrate  before  him,  than  he  difmounted  from  his  horfe,  and  dclireJ 
him  to  rife,  returning  him  his  fivord,  and,  after  reproaching  him  with  the  ingratitude  of  his  late  conduct, 
freely  pardoned  him  and  the  city,  and  affured  them  of  his  protettion.  At  this  indant  a  cannon-ball  from 
the  caltle  nanovily  miffed  killing  the  Tzar  ;  which  fo  incei.ftd  him,  that  he  mounted  his  horfe  and  rode 
away  diredly,  fwearing  by  St.  Nicholas,  that,  for  this  frefli  inflance  of  perfidy,  every  peifon  in  Wenden 
ftiould  fufFer  death.  Magnus  was  then  put  under  an  arrell  in  a  farm-houfc,  and  obliged  to  lirn  an  obliga. 
tion,  by  which  he  engaged  to  pay  the  Tiiar  40,000  Hungarian  florins  by  the  next  Chrillmas,  as  a  faiis- 
faftion  for  the  money  taken  from  Polubenlki ;  in  cafe  of  failure  of  payment  at  that  time,  to  forfeit  double 
the  fum,  and  remain  a  prifoner  at  Mofcow  till  the  whole  fhould  be  difcharged."  I  have  followed  the  princi- 
pal hiftorians  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  alio  H<idcnftcin,  and  Odciboig,  who  fcem  to  have  given  the  moll 
probable  account  of  this  event.  -j    Holberg,  vol.  i.  p.  488. 

J  Fletcher's  Slate  of  Ruffia,  chap,  v. 

terity: 
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terity  by  the  perpetration  of  one  crime,  has  been  unjuflly  branded  with  Infamy,  even  for 
thofe  aQions  which  merit  the  higheft  applaufe. 

Boris  Godunof  was  defcended  from  a  Tartar  anceflor,  who  came  into  Ruflia  in  1329, 
and,  having  embraced  Chriftianity,  aflumed  the  name  of  Zachary.  From  Simon  Go- 
dun,  one  of  his  defcendants,  the  family  was  known  by  the  furname  of  Godunof,  and 
was  greatly  diftinguiihed  by  the  elevation  of  the  perfonage  now  under  conlideration. 

Boris,  fon  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  a  nobleman  of  the  Ruffian  court,  was  born  in  1522, 
and  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age  appointed,  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  to  attend  his  fon 
Prince  Ivan :  being  fucceffively  promoted  to  higher  offices,  and  obtaining  additional  in- 
fluence by  the  marriage  of  his  fifter  Irene  with  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  he  was,  upon  that  mo- 
narch's fucceffion  to  the  throne,  created  privy  counfellor,  mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  in- 
vefted  with  the  fole  direction  of  affairs. 

Feodor  dying  without  ilTue,  the  election  fell  unanimoufly  upon  Boris  Godunof,  who 
owed  his  elevation  to  the  high  opinion  which  all  parties  entertained  of  his  capacity  and 
wifdom  J  to  the  influence  of  his  lifter  Irene,  and  to  the  artful  manner  with  which  he  af- 
fefted  to  decline,  while  he  was  moft  ambitious  to  poffefs,  the  crown.  He  deferved  his 
elevation  by  his  confummate  abilities  and  popular  manners;  and,  for  his  political  and 
civil  deportment,  he  is  juftly  ranked  among  the  greateft  ftatefmen  of  his  age. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  himfelf  and  country,  had  he  united  moderation  and 
humanity  to  thefe  fplendid  qualities.  His  perfecution  of  feveral  noble  families,  who 
Hood  in  the  way  of  his  ambitious  defigns,  and  ftill  more  the  affaffination  *  of  Demetrius, 
brands  his  cbarader  with  indelible  infamy.  But  while  we  admit  and  deteft  in  this  in- 
ftance  the  full  extent  of  his  guilt,  let  not  our  horror  at  this  crime  induce  us  to  mifrepre- 
fent  his  moft  laudable  atlions.  Let  us  not  afl'ert,  with  his  enemies,  that  to  turn  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  from  the  cataftrophe  of  the  Prince,  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  in 
their  favour  by  an  aft  of  public  munificence,  he  purpofely  fet  fire  to  feveral  parts  of  Mof- 
cow,  that  he  might  rebuild  them  at  his  own  expence !  Nor  let  us,  with  equal  abfurdity 
and  injuftice,  accufe  him  of  privately  inviting  the  Khan  of  the  Tartars  to  invade  Ruffia, 
that  he  might  occupy  the  public  with  a  foreign  war,  and  acquire  frefh  glory  by  repelling 
the  enemy ! 

We  may  add  to  the  lift  of  his  fuppofititious  crimes,  that  he  poifoned  Feodor  ;  for  the 
Tzar  had  long  laboured  under  a  declining  ftate  of  health  t ;  and,  the  year  before  his 
death,  requefted  a  phyfician  from  England  ;J.  Even  his  paternal  attention  and  un- 
bounded generofity  towards  his  fubjeds  during  a  famine,  which  foon  after  his  elevation 
to  the  throne  defolated  Mofcow,  was  turned  into  an  accufation  againft  him  ;  for  it  was 
infinuated,  that  from  an  abfurd  delicacy,  he  would  not  permit  foreigners  to  fupply  the 
Ruffiians  with  corn,  and  that  he  joined  feveral  banditti  in  plundering  the  houfes  of  the 
rich  §  ;  calumnies  ably  and  unanfwerably  refuted  by  iVIuUer.  But  the  brighteft  fplen- 
dour  of  abilities,  and  even  the  moft  upright  ufe  of  power,  will  not  atone  for  the  ill  means 
of  acquiring  it ;  and  the  time  arrived,  when  Boris  paid  the  price  for  the  aflaffination  of 

*  This  is  not  tbe  proper  place  to  inquire  whether  Demetrius  was  really  aflaffinated,  or  whether  he  cf- 
caped  ?  for  the  crime  of  Boris  was  the  fame,  whether  his  orders  were  carried  into  execution,  or  eluded.  See 
the  next  chapter. 

f   Fhtcher  fays  of  Feodor,  that  he  was  inclining  to  a  dropfy. 

J   As  appears  trom  a  letter  in  the  Ruffian  archives. 

§  This  report.  Mr.  Muller  conjeftures,  arofe  from  his  compelling  the  bifliops  and  nobles,  who  had  a  fu« 
pcrfluity  of  corn,  to  difpofe  of  it  to  the  poor  at  an  under  price,  S.  R.  G.  V. 

Demetrius,' 
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Deine'rius.  The  death  and  charafter  of  Boris  Godunof  are  thus  delineated  by  an  im- 
partial hiftorian  *. 

The  party  of  the  px-etcnded  Demetrius  increafed  daily,  and  the  Ruffians  flocked  to 
him  from  ail  quarters.  This  circumftance,  joined  to  the  inaGivity  of  the  Ruflian  armv? 
had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  Boris,  that,  driven  to  dcfpair,  he  fwallowed  poifonf.  He  felt 
the  firfl:  efl^'fts  of  the  poifon  at  dinner,  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent,  that  he  had 
fcarcely  time  to  enter  into  the  monaftic  order  before  he  expired.  According  to  the 
Ruflian  cuftom,  he  changed  his  name  from  Boris  to  Bogolep.  His  deceafe  happ.-ni.J 
on  the  13th  of  April,  or  the  24th,  according  to  the  new  ftyle,  1605,  after  a  reign  of 
eight  years  and  two  months. 

"  It  mull  be  allowed  that  his  death  was  a  great  lofs  to  Ruffia  ;  for  if  we  except  the 
unjuftifiable  means  by  which  he  raifed  himfelf  to  the  throne,  and  the  cruelty  with  which 
he  perfecuted  feveral  illullrious  families,  particularly  the  houfe  of  Romanof,  he  mufl  be 
efteemed  an  excellent  fovereign.  Ambition  and  revenge  were  his  principal  vices  :  on 
the  contrary,  penetration  and  fagacity,  affability  and  munificence,  political  knowledge, 
diligence  in  the  adminiflration  of  affairs,  affiduity  in  introducing  into  Ruflia  the  im- 
provements of  foreign  nations,  in  a  word,  unwearied  attention  to  promote  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjefts,  were  confpicuous  parts  of  his  charafter. 
We  are  apt  to  overlook  the  vices  of  a  fovereign  in  confideration  of  his  princely  virtues, 
and  in  this  refpeft  Boris  is  entitled  to  our  efleem.  When  we  add  to  thefe  confidera- 
tions  the  long  chain  of  calamities  which  fucceeded  his  death,  his  lofs  could  not  but  be 
fenfibly  felt." 

His  remains  were  at  firfl:  depofited  in  the  Imperial  fepulchre  at  Mofcow  j  but  were 
afterwards  removed  to  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity  |. 

Chap.  VII.  —  Hi/lory  and  Adventures  sf  the  Tzar  who  reigned  under  the  Name  of 
Demetrius.  —  Seats  himfelf  on  the  Throne,  —  His  Character  —  atid  Affaffinatim, 
—  Probably  the  real  De?netrius. 

,  AMONG  the  tombs  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael  I  had  occafion  to  mention  that 
of  a  child,  called  by  the  Ruffians  Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  whofe  intricated  and  contro- 
verted hiftory  was  referved  for  a  feparate  narrative. 

Ivan  §  Vaffilievitch  II.  left  two  fons  ;  Feodor  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  and  De- 
metrius, an  infant,  vrho  was  educated  at  Uglitz  under  the  care  of  his  mother  the  Tzarina 
Maria  Feodorofna,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  age  was  faid  to  have  been  aflaffinatcd 

*  Muller,  S.  R.G.  V.  p.  247. 

f  Captain  Margaret  fays,  that  he  died  of  an  apoplexy.     Etat  de  la  Ruflie,  p.  i  riJ. 

\  For  the  Hiftory  of  Boris  Godunof,  fee  Muller,  S.  R.  G.  Vol.  v.  p.  ly  to  249. 

^  I  had  finifhed  this  chapter  before  the  publication  of  L'Evefque's  Hiftoircde  Ruflie.  Tliat  ingenious 
author  has,  in  his  account  of  the  perfon  who  ftylcd  himfelf  Demetrius,  advanced  many  plaufible  arguments 
to  (hew,  that  he  was  probably  not  an  irrpoftor  ;  and  though  they  appear  to  me  unanfwerable,  and  it  is  eafy 
to  perceive  that  he  entirely  leans  to  that  opinion,  yet  he  candidly  concludes  with  affcrting,  "  Plufieurs  ob- 
jeiSions  que  j'ai  hazardees  contre  I'impofture  d'Otrcpicf  me  parailTent  d'une  grande  force,  je  n'oferai  cepen- 
dant  decider  la  queftion  "  See  Hif.  de  Ruff.  v.  iii.  p.  2?6  to  236.  It  m?.y  ferve,  perhaps,  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  in  favour  of  Demetrius,  that  two  foreigners,  who  vifited  Ruflia,  both  unbiafled  by  national  pre- 
judices, and  without  the  leaft  communication,  fhould  hold  nearly  the  fame  opinion  upon  fo  intricate  a 
fubjeft. 

VOL.  VI.     '  4  L  by 
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by  order  of  Boris  Godunof  *.  The  real  circiimftances  of  this  afTaflination,  beinjr  piir- 
pofely  withheld  from  the  public,  are  varioufly  related  :  and  the  following  particulars  are 
alone  unqueftionabie.  A  body,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  the  young  Prince,  was  found 
weltering  in  its  blood  ;  and  certain  perfons,  confidered  as  the  aflaffins,  were  inftantly 
put  to  death  by  the  inhabitants  of  Uglitz.  The  account  of  the  cataftrophe  being  trans- 
mitted to  Mofcow,  Boris  Godunof,  after  circulating  a  report  that  Demetrius  had,  in  a 
fit  of  phrenzy,  put  a  period  to  his  own  life,  diipaiched  his  creatures  Vaffili  Shuiflii  and 
Cletchnin  to  inquire  into  the  circumftances  of  his  death.  Having  examined  the  body  of 
the  deceafed,  they  declared  it  to  be  that  of  Demetrius,  and  confirmed  the  report. 
Maria  Feodorofna,  accufed  of  grofs  inattention  to  her  fon's  fecurity,  was  compelled  to 
affume  the  veil,  and  confined  in  a  convent ;  many  inhabitants  of  Uglitz,  who  fpoke 
freely  concerning  the  murder,  were  capitally  punifhedj  fome  were  imprifoned,  and  others 
baniihed. 

Boris  Godunof  managed  this  horrid  tranfaclion  with  fuch  art  and  fecrecy,  that  fcarcely 
any  fufpicions  were  entertained  againft  him,  until  thirteen  years  afterwards  a  perfon 
made  his  appearance  under  the  name  of  Demetrius  :  he  declared  that  his  mother,  fuf- 
picious  of  the  attempts  againft  her  fon's  life,  had  removed  him  from  Uglitz,  and  fubfti- 
tuted  another  child,  who  was  affaffinated  in  his  place ;  and  that,  being  educated  in  a 
convent,  and  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  his  perfecutors,  he  had  efcapcd  from 
Ruflia  into  Poland.  Being  there  admitted  into  the  fervice  of  Wiefnovitfl-;i,  a  Pole  of 
great  diftin(flion,he  difcovered  himfelf  to  that  nobleman,  who  warmly  efpoufed  his  caufe. 
Boris  Godunof,  having  received  intelligence  of  this  unexpected  claimant,  diffeminated 
a  report,  that  the  impoftor,  who  affumed  the  name  of  Demetrius,  was  a  monk  ftyled 
Gregory  or  Grifka  Otrepief ;  and  fpared  neither  threats  nor  bribes  to  obtain  pofTeffiou 
of  his  perfon.  When  thefe  expedients  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  difpatched  his  emiifaries  into 
Poland  to  aflafTmate  him. 

Wiefnovitlki,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  his  fugitive,  recommended  him  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fenator  George  Mnifliek  Palatine  of  Sendomir,  a  nobleman  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  Poland.  Demetrius  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  him  by  that  name)  being  ac- 
knowledi-ed  by  him  the  rightful  heir  of  the  Ruffian  throne,  was  foon  afterwards  betrothed 
in  marriage  to  the  Palatine's  daughter  Marina,  and,  in  the  beginning  of  1603,  ^'^^  in- 
troduced to  Sigifmond  111.  King  of  Poland.  Being  admitted  to  a  public  audience  before 
the  diet,  he  excited  the  compaffion  of  the  aflembly  by  the  affeding  manner  in  which  he 
related  his  adventures ;  and  though  Sigifmond  and  the  diet  regretted  that  the  fituation  of 
their  country  prevented  them  from  openly  feconding  his  pretenfions,  yet  they  teflified 
the  mofl:  cordial  attachment  to  his  interefts,  and  laid  no   prohibition  on  thofe  nobles 

*  Muller  relates  from  a  RufGdn  manufcript,  that  twtlve  perfons  were  privy  to  the  mu'der,  amongft 
whom  were  the  Prince's  niirfe  and  her  foil,  who  perpettated  the  deed  ;  that  it  was  committed  at  mid-day 
in  the  couU-yard  of  the  palace,  and  that  a  bell-ringer,  who  was  upon  the  top  of  an  adj'>iniiig  cathedral, 
faw  the  whole  tranfaftion  Pctreus  aflerts,  that  the  Prince  was  murdered  duiing  the  cunfufion  of  a  fire, 
purpofcly  occafioncd  by  one  of  the  affaffins.  Margaret  and  Gravenbuck  fay  that  the  aflafnii  was  fon  of  the 
Tzarina  Maria's  fccretary  ;  and  it  is  generally  affirmed,  that  it  happened  at  midni-ht  -The  Ri  ffian  au- 
thors naiuially  prefer  the  firft  acconnt,  beca\ife  it  was  more  difiiciilt  at  mid-day  to  I'ubUitiue  a  child  '''here 
is  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  thefe  contradidory  opinions,  when  it  is  confidered,  as  L'i'vcfque  jiiftly  ob- 
ferves,  "  que  Boris  fupprlma  tous  les  details  de  cet  horrible  aflairc  ;  qu'il  trompa  le  Tzar  et  le  public.  Le 
"  public  fut  doi.calors  mal  inftruit  des  circonftances  de  cet  evenement,  et  le  temps  n'a  pii  y  ajcuter  que  de 
"  nouvelles  obfcuritcs.  D'ailleurs,  comme  le  dit  Margaret,  on  oblervait  en  Ruffie  un  fecret  fi  profond  fur 
«'  toutes  les  affaires,  qu'il  etalt  fort  difficile  d'apprendre  la  vcrite  de  ce  qu'on  n'avait  pas  vu  de  fcs  jtax.." 
Vol.  iii.  p.  228. 

who 
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who  might  be  dlfpofed  to  engage  in  his  fupport.  By  the  aflinance  of  his  two  patrons, 
Wiefnovitfld  and  the  Palatine  of  Sendomir,  Demeti-ius  entered  Ruflia  in  the  month  of 
Auguft,  1604,  at  the  head  of  4000  Poles ;  and  being  foon  joinea  by  many  Ruflians  par- 
ticularly by  the  Coffacs  of  the  Don,  advanced  ahnoit  without  oppoiuion  to  Novogorod 
Severikoi,  and  routed  in  December  an  army  of  40,000  men  ;  but  was  not  long  after- 
wards defeated  with  great  flaughter,  by  Prince  Vafiili  Shuiiki  General  of  Boris  Godunof. 
Eight  thoufand  of  his  followers  were  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  and  all  his  artillery 
and  colours  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  his  horfe  was  wounded  under  him,  and 
he  himfelf  efcaped  v/ith  difficulty. 

This  overthrow  occafioned  the  defection  of  the  Polifh  troops;  and  Demetrius  him- 
felf, difmayed  with  his  lofs,  would  have  retreated  precipitately  into  Poland,  had  he  not 
been  diifuaded  by  the  importunities  of  his  Ruffian  adherents  ;  many  of  whom  believed 
him  to  be  the  true  Demetrius,  and  all  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  Bo:  is  Godunof.  Over- 
come by  their  entreaties  he  continued  his  march,  and  notwithftanding  his  late  difcomfi- 
ture,  was  foon  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  of  Ruffians,  who  flocked  to  his  ftand- 
ard  from  all  quarters.  Not  only  the  populace,  ever  prone  to  credulity,  but  even  men  of 
the  higheft  birth  and  quality,  gave  credit  to  his  preteniions  j  not  only  the  diftant  pro- 
vinces fupported  his  caufe;  but  the  people  rofe  even  at  Mofcow,  and  publicly  proclaimed 
that  Demetrius  had  efcaped  from  his  affaffins,  and  claimed  allegiance  as  their  rightful  fo- 
vereign.  This  infurredion  was  immediately  quelled  ;  but  although  Boris  Godunof  in- 
flifled  the  fevered  punifhment  upon  his  adherents,  though  the  Patriarch  publiffied  a  ban 
of  excommunication  againil  him  and  his  party,  and  though  Vailili  Shuiiki  affirmed  that 
he  had  himfelf  examined  the  body  of  the  deceafed  Prince  at  Uglitz  ;  yet  an  univerfal 
belief  fpread  through  all  ranks,  that  the  pretender  to  the  throne  was  the  real  fon  of 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. 

The  fudden  death  of  Boris  Godunof  enfured  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius.  Feodor  Bo- 
rifovitch,  declared  fuccdfor  to  his  father  by  the  Patriarch  and  nobles  who  were  prefent 
at  Mofcow,  was  deferted  by  the  principal  Generals  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  by  many 
perfons  of  diftinclion.  His  troops  at  this  inaufpicious  jundure  were  fuddenly  attacked 
and  defeated ;  and  thofe  who  efcaped  were  perfuaded  to  fvvear  fealty  to  his  rival,  who, 
ftrengthened  by  this  acceffion,  advanced  by  hafty  marches  towards  the  capital  without 
the  lead  oppofition  ;  the  highways  were  lined  with  people  ;  the  towns  opened  their 
gates  with  every  demonftration  of  joy,  while  Demetrius  fupported  the  prepofleffion  of 
the  Ruffians  in  favour  of  his  birth  by  the  aflability  of  his  demeanour,  and  the  graceful- 
nefs  of  his  perfon.  Having  publifhed  a  manifelto  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mofcow,  with 
offers  of  clemency  and  favour  on  their  return  to  their  duty,  they  rofe  in  arms,  flormed 
the  place,  ftrangled  Feodor  Borifovitch,  and  recognifed  the  title  of  Demetrius.  On 
the  30th  of  June  the  new  Tzar  entered  Mofcow  in  triumph,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the 
throne  with  univerfal  approbation.  His  pretenfions  to  the  crown,  as  real  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaflilievitch,  were  confirmed  by  the  public  teftimony  of  Maria  Feodorofna,  whom  Boris 
Godunof  had-imprifoned  in  a  diftant  monaflery,  and  whom  Demetrius,  at  his  acceffion 
releafed  from  her  confinement.  Upon  her  approach  to  Mofcow,  on  the  8th  of  July,  he 
rode  to  meet  her  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  proceffion,  and  at  the  firft  appearance  of  her 
carriage,  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and  ran  to  embrace  her.  The  tendernefs  and  affec- 
tion which  both  parties  difplayed  on  this  interefting  occafion  drew  tears  from  the  fpeda- 
tors  ;  and  the  ilrong  expreflions  of  tranfport  with  which  the  Tzarina  openly  acknow- 
ledged him  for  her  fon,  feemed  to  confirm  the  reality  of  his  imperial  lineage.  Soon 
after  this  interview  he  was  crowned  with  the  ufual  pomp,  and  feemed  firmly  feated  upon 
the  throne,  in  the  poffeffion  of  which  he  would  probably  have  maintained  himfelf  by  a 

4^2  conformity 
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conformity  to  the  manners  of  his  fubjecls,  and  by  a  prudent  deference  to  their  civil  and 
religious  eflablifhment.  But  his  avowed  contempt  of  the  Ruffian  cuftoms,  and  liis  pubhc 
neglecl  of  their  religious  ceremonies,  foon  alienated  the  aifeclions  ot  his  fubjefts,  and 
precipitated  him  from  the  throne  as  rapidly  as  he  had  afcended  it. 

Margaret,  who  had  frequent  accefs  to  the  perfon^of  Demetrius,  has  fketched  his  por- 
trait in  a  fliort  but  lively  manner. 

"  He  had  no  beard,  was  of  a  middle  flature,  and  of  dark  complexion,  his  limbs  were 
flrong  and  nervous,  and  he  had  a  wart  under  his  right  eye.  He  was  active,  fpirited,  and 
merciful,  Toon  ofFended,  and  as  foon  appeafed  ;  liberal,  ambitious,  and  defirous  of  mak- 
ing himfelf  knav\n  to  polterity  ;  in  a  word,  he  was  a  Prince  who  loved  honour,  and  re- 
commended it  by  his  own  example  *." 

If  we  fiiould  allow  that  Margaret  has  concealed  many  of  his  defeds,  and  placed  his 
virtues  in  the  inofl  advantageous  light,  yet  the  acrimony  and  injuftice  which  appears  in 
many  parts  of  the  following  extracts  from  his  charader,  as  drawn  even  by  Muller,  the 
moil  candid  of  his  opponents,  will  prevent  impartial  perfons  from  giving  impHcit  credit 
to  the  reprefentations  of  his  enemies. 

"  The  falfef  Demetrius  was  of  a  middle  fize,  dark  complexion,  and  had  one  arm 
fliorter  than  the  other.  He  would  have  been  efteemed  not  deficient  in  wifdom,  had  he 
not  been  fo  precipitate  in  his  conduct,  and  had  he  conformed  his  behaviour  to  the  difpo- 
fition  and  temper  of  his  fubjefls.  In  Poland  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  fludy  of  lan- 
guages, arts,  and  fciences ;  he  converfed  in  Latin  j  and  Polilh  with  fluency  ;  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  hiftory,  and  particularly  with  that  of  Ruffia  and  the  neighbouring  king- 
doms ,  he  waswell  verfed  in  mufic,  and  pofTefled  other  liberal  accomplifliments.  On 
account  of  his  addrefs  and  good  fortune  in  obtaining  the  crown,  he  was  efteemed  a  ma- 
gician. Warlike  exercife  and  hunting  were  his  principal  amufements.  He  had  fome 
knowledge  of  engineering  and  artillery,  was  fond  of  cafling  cannon,  and  fliot  with  fuch 
Ikill  as  to  furprize  the  moft  dexterous  markfmen.  He  was  zealous  to  improve  the  dif- 
cipline  of  his  army,  for  which  purpofe  he  would  often  review  his  troops,  initru6t  them 
in  different  manoeuvres,  (torm  ramparts  and  fortifications  ;  and  as  he  was  always  fore- 
moft,  and  the  moft  eager  among  the  aflailants,  was  often  rudely  handled  in  the  fray. 

"  Defirous  to  be  elteemed  a  patron  of  juflice,  he  put  to  death  feveral  judges  who 
were  convidted  of  iniquitous  practices.  But  was  not  this  mode  of  proceeding  rather  a 
proof  of  his  inclination  to  cruelty  ?  and  might  it  not  arife  from  a  defire  of  flriking  terror 
into  his  fubjeds  §  ? 

"  His  munificence,  for  which  he  has  been  extolled,  was  both  extravagant  and  ill- 
placed  ;  he  heaped  bounties  upon  Polifli  muficians  and  other  minions,  and  drained  the 
treafury  by  enormous  expences  ||.     Like  all  voluptuaries  he  was  fickle  and  impetuous. 

All 

*  Margaret,  p.  141.  +   S.  R.  G   Vol.  v.  p   302,  &c. 

J  His  underltanding  Latin  has  been  urged  againfthim  as  a  proof  that  he  was  educated  by  the  Jefiiits. 
Margaret,  however,  pofitivt-ly  affcrts,  that  he  was  not  in  the  leall  acquainted  with  that  language.  11  eft 
tres  certain  qui'il  neparloit  nullement  Latin,  j'en  puis  temoigner,    moins  le  Icavoit  il  lire  et  eerire.     Ibid 

P-  '63. 

&  A  fuppofition  which  fhews  a  llrong  difpolitlon  In  the  oppofite  party  to  mifreprefent  the  moft  favourable 

parts  of  his  conduift. 

[|  The  accounts  of  his  extravagance  were  grofsly  exaggerated.  He  is  faid  to  have  given  orders  for  a 
throne  of  miffy  filver,  fupported  by  fix  lions  of  the  fame  collly  materials  ;  and  for  a  footftool  of  pure  gold, 
for  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation,  ftuddtd  with  lix  hundred  diamonds,  fix  hundred  rubies,  fix  hundred 
fapphlres,  fix  hundred  emeralds,  fix  hundred  Turkilh  llones ;  all  of  a  large  lize,  but  fome  of  the  latter 
were  asbigas  half  a  pigeon's  egg.     It  mull  be  remarked,  that  this  footftool  was  already  in  the  treasury 

when 
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All  his  aftions  proved  an  extraordinary  pronenefs  to  prefer  his  own  precipitate  refol  11. 
tions  to  the  mo(t  prudent  advice,  and  to  adopt  the  rafteft  meafures.  His  liidden  eleva- 
tion rendered  him  infolent ;  he  was  fo  ambitious,  that  even  the  Ruffian  empire  appeared 
too  fmall  to  fatisfy  his  lull  of  dominion,  and  he  extended  his  views  to  the  reduftion  of 
Turkey  and  Tartary.  His  ebriety  and  incontinence  were  his  mofl  notorious  vices,  which 
frequently  expoied  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  putlic.  Befides  the  Princefs  Irene,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Boris  Godunof,  all  who  pleafed  him  were  facrificed  to  his  defires,  without  the  lead 
regard  to  rank  or  age  *. 

"  On  his  accefhon  to  the  throne  he  was  eafy  of  accefs,  but  gradually  became  fufpicious 
of  his  fubjefts  ;  he  had  a  foreign  guard,  and  often  refufed  audience  to  the  Ruffian  no- 
bility, when  he  admitted  the  Poles  without  referve.  He  feemed  to  fumnion  the  privy- 
counfellors  only  for  the  purpofe  of  turning  them  to  ridicule.  If  a  Ruffian  lodged  a  com- 
plaint againlt  a  Pole,  he  could  never  obtain  juflice,  and  infult  was  added  to  injury. 
Probably  this  infolence  .was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  fubfequent  misfortunes  ;  and  his  fall 
would  at  lead  have  been  retarded,  had  he  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  afteftion  of  the' 
principal  nobles.  But  the  circumftance  which  principally  contributed  to  his  lofs  of  pc- 
pularity,  was  the  little  reverence  which  he  profelfed  for  the  ceremonies  of  the  Greek 
church.  On  his  arrival  at  Mofcow  he  entered  the  two  cathedrals  with  drums  beating 
and  trumpets  founding  ;  he  paid  no  refpeft  to  the  clergy  ;  he  made  no  diftinftion 
between  falls  and  feflivals,  would  neither  bow  nor  crofs  himfelf  before  the  facred 
paintings;  he  profaned  the  church  by  admitting  foreigners  at  the  time  of  divine 
fervice,  and  (lill  more  by  the  number  of  dogs  which  followed  him  upon  the  fame 
cccafion. 

"  He  was  not  only  fo  much  attached  to  the  Polifli  cuftoms  and  drefs  as  tbprefer  them- 
upon  alloccafions  ;    but  he  even  ridiculed  the  Ruffian  manners,  and  in  every  inftance 
deviated  from  the  examples  of  the  Tzars  his  predeceflbrs.     Inftead  of  fhowing  himfelf  to 
the  people  feldom,  and  only  upon  extraordinary  occafions  with  a  large  retinue,  he  was' 
accuhomed  to  traverfe  the  ilreets  with  a  few  fervants ;  he  commonly  rode,  and,  as  he 
was  an  excellent  horfeman,    was  generally  mounted   upon  the  moll  fiery  deeds ',  he- 
hunted  frequently,  had  mufic  at  his  repafts,  never  llept  at  mid-day,  never  bathed.  Thefe' 
trifling  circumftances  were  regarded  in  fo  ferious  a  light,  that  the  omiffion  of  them  ren-' 
dered  him  the  objefl:  of  general  hatred  ;  and  it  was  commonly  reported,  that  the  perfon 
who  could  ffiov.-  fuch  a  diftafte  for  the  cuftoms  of  his  country,  could  never  be  defcended' 
from  the  race  of  ancient  fovereigns.     It  was  an  obvious  inference,  to  confider  the  de- 
fpifer  of  hisfubjeds  as  their  enemy.     Under  fuch  circumftances  his  deftruftion  feemed 
inevitable  t ;  and  yet  near  a  year  elapfed  before  any  tumult  broke  out.     At  length  his- 
marriage  with  a  foreign  lady  clofed  the  fcene  ;    and  it  would  have  been  a  wonder  if  he 
had  continued  any  longer  upon  the  throne." 

Having' 


when  Demetrius  afcended  the  throne,  and  was  a  prcfent  from  the  Sophy  of  Perfia  to  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II. 
S.  R  G.  Vol.  V.  p.  33  J.  Many  fimilar  ornaments  employed  at  his  coronation  had  been  ufcd  by  the-  former 
fovereigns,  who  were  crowned  with  Afiatic  magnificence. 

*  Thtrfe  parts  of  his  condiift  were  alfo  greatly  mifrcprefented.  L'Evefque  afferts,  with  great  appear- 
ance  of  probability,  that  thefe  repoi  ts  of  his  incontinence  were  not  founded  in  truth  ;  and  particularly  denies 
that  the  Princefs  Irene  was  facrificed  to  his  defires.   Vol.  iii.  p.  202. 

t  Miiller  relates  an  account   of  a  match  with  fnow-balls  between  the  Ruffian  foldTers  and  Poles;   when 
the  latter,  at  the  command  of  Demetrius,  filled  the  fiiow  balls  v.'ith  far.d  and  Hones,  by  which  the  Ruflians- 
(blaue  Augen  uiidblutige  Koepfe  bekamcn)  recei.ved  many  black  eyes  and  bloody  heads.     Such  abfurdac- 

cufatioas 
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Having  in  Poland  betrothed  himfelf  to  Marina,  the  daughter  of  the  Palatine  Mnifchek, 
he  difpatched  a  fplendid  embaffy  to  demand  her  in  marriage.  The  elpoufals  were  per- 
formed at  Cracow,  and  the  bride  having  made  her  entry  into  Mofcow,  accoinpdiued 
with  a  large  fuite  of  Poles,  was  lodged  in  a  nunnery  until  the  foleiiuiization  of  the  nup- 
tials :  during  this  interval  he  difturbed  the  devotion  of  the  holy  fifterhood  with  repeated 
feafts,  concerts,  and  balls,  whereby  he  excited  public  horror,  as  a  violator  of  religious 
difcipline.  By  this  infatuated  behaviour  he  inliamed  the  difaffcdion  of  hisiubjecls  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  a  regular  confpiracy  was  concerted  againft  him.  The  leader  was 
Prince  VafTdi  Ivanovitch  Shuilki,  the  fame  perfon  who  had  owed  his  life  to  the  lenity  of 
Demetrius,  and  on  whom  this  aft  of  clemency  ha  no  othtr  elTcct  than  to  render  him 
more  cautious  in  his  fubfequent  machinations  againft  his  benefadlor.  Demetrius  fre- 
quently received  inlmrations  from  different  quarteis  of  a  proj.  fted  infurrecticm  ;  the  po- 
pular odium  betrayed  itfelf  by  the  moft  alarming  fymptonis;  perfons  were  heard  ex- 
claiming in  the  ftreets,  "  The  TzaV  is  an  heretick,  worfe  than  a  Turk,  and  not  the  fon 
of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch."  But,  either  from  a  natural  magnanimity  :hat  braved  all  danger, 
or  from  the  incoifiderate  levity  of  his  character,  hi;  v.  as  inlenfible  to  all  thele  prognt/ltics; 
and  by  obftinately  perfevering  in  his  unpopular  conduft,  leemed  almull  to  inv:te  de- 
llrufliion. 

The  infurreftion  broke  out  early  in  the  morning  on  the  17th  of  May.  The  confpi- 
rators  fecured  the  pnncipal  avenues  of  the  city  ;  the  great  bell  in  the  Kremlin,  the  com- 
mon fignal  of  alarm,  was  tolled  ;  and  a  confufed  cry  was  fpread  among  the  people,  that 
the  Poles  were  preparii.g  to  niaffacre  the  inhabitants.  Vaffili  Shuiiki,  who  fecreily  in- 
flamed the  public  diicontents,  led  the  way  to  the  palace,  bearing  a  crofs  in  one  hand, 
and  a  fabre  in  the  other,  accompanied  by  a  vaft  multitude  armed  with  the  firft  weapons 
which  chance  prefented.  This  party,  having  overpowerod  the  guards,  burfl:  op;:n  the 
gates  of  the  palace,  and  ruflied  towards  the  royal  apartm  nt.  Demetrius,  awakened  by 
the  tumult,  fummoned  the  few  guards  who  were  immediately  about  his  perfon,  and  Tal- 
lying, without  a  moment's  deliberation,  againlt  his  affailants,  hewed  down  feveral  of  the 
fore'moft  :  being  foon  overborn  by  numbers,  he  attempted  to  retreat  into  the  interior 
part  of  the  palace ;  but,  clofely  preffed  by  his  purfuers,  precipitated  himfelf  from  a 
•window  into  a  court,  and  difiocated  his  thigh  with  the  fall. 

Being  difcovered  in  this  deplorable  condition,  he  was  re-conveyed  to  the  palace,  and 
brought  before  Vaffili  Shuifki,  who  loaded  him  with  reproaches  for  his  inipoft ure.    Not 

cufationsdo  not  meritfevious  refutation.  Many  idle  tale6  arealfo  gravely  related  againft  him  ;  and  indeed  every 
cireumilance  of  his  condiift  was  malevolently  interpreted.  Among  the  public  diverfions  which  he  gave  in 
honour  of  his  marriage,  was  a  lire-work,  in  which  a  diagon  was  reprcfenled  with  three  heads  fpitting  out 
flames.  Such  a  fpeilacle  being  uncommon  in  the  country,  affrighted  the  Ruffians  ;  and  it  was  reported 
that  the  Tzar  had  contrived  it  on  purpofe  to  alarm  his  fubjetts  1  he  Poles  were  not  wanting  upon  this 
and  all  other  occafions  to  ridicule  the  ignorance  and  fimplicity  ot  the  Ruffians,  which  increafcd  the  hatred 
againll  them  and  the  fovereign  who  protected  them.  A  wooden  tower  was  alfo  conftruiSted  near  the  City, 
which,  upon  a  certain  day,  was  to  ■  e  attacked  with  a  cannonade  and  ftormed.  After  the  aflaffination  of 
Demetrius,  Vaffili  ^huifki  publicly  affertcd  in  a  manifello,  that  Demetrius  intended  to  take  the  opportunity, 
which  the  ilorming  of  this  tower  prefented,  of  maifacring  many  inhabitants  of  Mofcow.  The  gates  of  the 
tity  were  to  be  fuddculy  fhut,  the  cannon  to  be  lired  among  the  people,  and  thofe  who  cfcaped  to  be  hewn 
in  pieces  by  the  Colfacs  and  Strclitz,  and  the  Ruffian  nobles  to  be  murdered  by  the  Polifli  troops.  This  ac- 
count, fo  improbable  in  itfelf,  is  only  fupported  by  the  fuppofcd  confeffion  of  two  Polifli  nobles  to  whom 
Demetrius  is  faid  to  have  revealed  it  a  day  or  two  before  his  affaffination  ;  but  we  may  mors  jullly  believe  it 
to  have  been  a  calumny,  invented  by  Vaffili  ShuiHd,  to  render  the  memory  of  his  rival  more  odious.  See 
S.  R.  G.  Vol.v.  342— 346. 

difmayed 
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difmayed  however,  with  the  menaces  of  his  enemy,  he  perfifted  *  in  maintaining  himftlf 
to  be  the  real  Ton  of  Ivan  Vaflllievitch  II.  and  appealed  to  the  teflimony  of  his  mo: her, 
who  refided  in  a  nt-ighbouring  convent.  Tlie  ArnintTs  and  coufiflency  of  his  aflevera- 
tions  made  a  confiderable  impreffion  upon  many  oi  the  Ruffian  fokliers,  who  peremp- 
torily declared,  that  they  would  proteft  him  from  all  injury,  unlefs  Maria  Feodorofna 
formally  renounced  him  as  her  fon.  On  this  unexpected  declaration,  VaTili  Shuiiki, 
accompanied  by  fome  Ruffian  nobles  of  his  party,  repaired  to  the  convent,  and  returned 
inftantly  with  the  following  anfwer  from  the  Princefs  ;  "  The  real  Demetrius  was  flain 
at  Uglitz  ;  the  perfon  who  at  prefent  aflumcs  his  name  is  an  impoftor  ;  and  1  wascon- 
ftrained  by  menaces  to  acknowledge  him  for  my  fon."  On  the  delivery  of  this  meffage, 
the  unhappy  Monarch  was  inflantly  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies.  Neither  was 
their  vengeance  appeafed  by  his  death,  but  extended  even  to  his  inanimate  body  ;  it  was 
pierced  with  repeated  wounds,  dripped  and  expofed  for  three  days  to  the  infults  of  the 
populace;  it  was  then  depofited  in  the  public  charntl  houfe,  and  afterwards  f  reduced 
to  afhes,  from  a  notion  that  the  earth  would  be  polluted  by  the  interment  of  fo  unholy 
a  corpfe. 

The  affaffination  of  Demetrius  was  followed  by  a  general  tumult ;  the  houfes  of 
foreigners  were  pillaged  ;  and  not  only  the  Poles,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
but  even  many  Ruffians  who  wore  the  Polifli  drefs,  were  maffacred.  Though  this  (tate 
of  anarchy  lailed  only  ten  hours,  yet  more  than  two  thoufand  perfons  lofl  their  lives. 
The  dreadful  fcene  was  finally  clofed  by  the  election  of  Vaffili  Ivanovitch  Shuifki  to  the 
throne  of  Ruffia.  Manifeftos  I  were  immediately  publilhed,  in  vi'hich  the  new  Tzar  juf- 
tified  his  condud,  and  detailed  the  hiftory  and  fortunes  of  his  predeceffor,  whom  he 
pronounced  an  adventurer,  whofe  real  name  was  Grilka  Otrepief.  He  afcribes  to  him 
an  intention  of  extirpating  the  principal  Ruffian  nobility,  and  of  introducing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  into  Ruffia ;  accufes  him  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  Pope 
for  that  purpofe;  infinuates  that  he  had  even  promifed  to  cede  the  provinces  of  Smo- 
lenfko  and  Severia  to  the  King  of  Poland  ;  reprefents  him  as  an  heretic  and  a  forcerer  j 
difplays,  in  the  mod  odious  colours,  his  averfion  to  the  niknners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Ruffians,  his  attachment  to  foreigners,  and  expatiates  with  much  art  upon  every  part  of 
his  character  which  was  mod  likely  to  excite  the  public  abhorrence.  A  few  days  after- 
wards a  manifefto  appeared  in  the  name  of  the  Tzarina  Maria  Feodorofna,  in  which 
fhe  apologizes  for  having  owned  the  impoftor  for  her  ion,  and  again  acknowledges  that 
the  real  Demetrius  was  affaffmated  at  Uglitz  ;  that  the  impoftor,  at  their  interview  near 
Mofcow,  firft  accofted  her  alone  §,  and  threatened  her  and  her  family  with  the  moft 
cruel  torments,  if  Ihe  refufed  to  recognize  him  as  her  offspring. 

*  Mr.  Muller  fays,  all  the  Ruffian  writers  declare,  that  he  confcfled  his  impoiliire  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
he  did  not  ;  otlierwife  why  did  Vaffili  Shuiflii  repair  to  the  convent  to  obtain  the  Tzarina's  declaration, 
v?lien  his  own  confeffion  would  have  been  fully  fnfficient. 

j-  It  feenis,  by  other  accounts,  that  the  body  was  fiift  buried  without  the  city  ;  and  that  the  multitude 
flocked  in  crowds  to  the  place.  "  The  common  people  believed  that  mufic  was  heard  in  the  night  and  that 
fpeftrcs  were  fern  hoveling  about  the  place  where  he  was  buried.  For  thefe  reafons  the  body  was  dug  up,, 
and  Ihot  trom  the  moutti  of  a  cannon."  Schmidt  R.  G.  vol.  i.  p.  362.  The  author  of  the  Ruffian  Im- 
poftor alfo  writes,  "  The  people  dug  iip  his  poor  carcafe  out  of  an  obi'cure  grave,  and  after  a  repetition  of 
barbaiities  upon  him,  they  burnt  the  body,  and  fcattered  the  afhes  in  the  air,"  p    125. 

J   Mr.  Muller  found  thefe  maniteftos  in  the  archives  of  Tfherdin.      S.  R.  'j-547    364.  366 

§  Habe  mi  irh  gercdit  ohne  dafs  jemand  von  den  Bolarne,  oder  andern  Lenten,  aatiey  Icyn  doeifen, 
S.  R  G.  vol.  V.  p.  367.  Margaret,  on  the  contrary,  who  was  probably  prefent  at  this  interview  I^ys 
exp.'fsly,   "  apies  conferences  d'un  quart  d'heur,  en  prcfeme  de  toui  let  nohlM  et  de  teux  de  la  vi/Ie,   &c. 
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All  thefe  allegations,  however,  thus  urged  agalnflthepretenfions  of  Demetrius,  coulJ 
not  eftace  the  prepofleflions  entertained  by  the  generality  of  the  Ruffians  in  favour  of 
his  imperial  defcent.  A  frefh  infurreclion  was  hourly  expefted,  and  fome  tranfient 
tumults  took  place,  in  which  Vaffiii  Shuiiki  narrowly  efcaped  deltruction.  In  this  cri- 
tical (late  of  affairs  he  had  recourfe  to  an  expedient,  for  the  purpjfe  of  appeafmg  the 
public  fufpicions.  .  A  rumour  being  fpread,  that  the  body  ot  the  young  Prince,  formerly 
murdered  at  Uglitz,  had  performed  miracles,  a  deputation  of  feveral  bilhups  and  nobles 
was  difpatched  to  take  up  the  hallowed  corpfe  from  the  fepulchre,  and  to  trani'port  it  to 
Mofcow. 

"  Upon  opening  the  tomb,"  relates  Muller  from  the  Ruffian  archives,  "  an  agreeable 
odour  filled  the  whole  church  ;  the  body  was  uncorrupred,  and  the  very  clothes  entire  ; 
one  of  his  hands  gralped  fome  nuts  that  were  fprinkled  with  blood,  and  vvhich  tl^e  young 
Prince  had  been  eating  at  the  inlfant  of  his  aifaffination.  His  relics  were  carried  in 
great  ftate  to  IVIofcow:  on  their  approach  to  the  ciry  they  were  met  by  Vaffiii  Shuifki, 
the  widow  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  and  a  large  concourfe  of  people,  and  depofited  with 
much  folemnity  in  the  cathedral  ot  St.  Michael.  During  the  proceffion,  many  troubled 
with  various  diforders  were  miraculoufly  reftored  to  health  :  after  the  body  was  placed 
in  the  cathedral,  thirteen  fick  perfons  declared  themfelves  relieved  of  their  complaints 
by  the  interpofition  of  the  faint,  and  the  fame  number  were  healed  on  the  enfuing 
day*." 

Let  us  contrafl  this  account  with  the  relation  of  the  oppofite  party. 

"  On  the  4th  of  June  a  difpute  concerning  Demetrius  arofe  between  the  Strelitz  and 
the  people,  who  afferted  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor.  The  Tzar  and  the  boyars  cry 
out.  The  people  fliall  have  occular  demon flration,  that  the  true  Demetrius  was  killed  at 
Uglitz  ;  his  body  is  now  removing  to  Mofcow,  and  has  performed  many  ftupendous 
miracles.  The  boyars  procured  a  poor  man's  child,  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  cut  its 
throat,  and  having  committed  it  for  a  few  days  to  the  ground,  conveyed  it  to  Mofcow, 
fhowed  it  to  the  people,  and  declared  that  this  was  the  true  Demetrius,  whofe  body, 
although  long  interred,  was  ftill  uncorrupted,  which  the  foolifli  multitude  believed,  and 
were  appeafed  f-" 

The  reader  will  judge  which  of  thefe  two  accounts  is  mofl  likely  to  be  true. 

With  refpetl:  to  myfelf,  I  fhall  only  add,  that  having  endeavoured  to  examine  thehif- 
tory  of  the  Tzar  Demetrius  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  I  am  flrongly  inclined  to 
believe  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor,  but  the  real  perfonage  whofe  name  he  aflumed  J. 

Chap. 

•  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  371.  t   Payerne  in  Schmidt  Ruff.  Geff.  vol.  i.  364. 

%  For  the  hiftory  of  Demetrius,  fee  Petrcius  Mofcov.  Chron.  Margaret's  Eftat.  de  la  RiifTie,  p. '18  and 
,10.  HI  — 175-  Payerne  in  Schmidt.  Ruff.  Gef  vol.  ii.  and  particularly  Muller's  S.  R.  G.  vol.  v.  p.  181 
to  380.  That  ingeniou-s  author  has  drawn  together,  In  one  point  of  view,  the  principal  events  of  this 
troublefopie  «ra,  and  has  reconciled,  as  much  as  pofTible,  the  contradiftory  accounts  of  the  different  writ- 
ers :  and  though  he  has  adopted  the  Ruffian  prejudices,  yet  he  has  given  the  arguments  of  the  oppofite 
party  with  as  much  candour  3s  could  be  expedted  from  an  author  who  wrote  in  Ruflia. 

Since  the  publication  of  this  cbagter,  the  death  of  Muller  allows  me  to  declare  (what  delicacy  at  that 
time  prevented  me  from  aflerting)  his  full  conviftion  that  the  Tzar  was  the  real  Demetrius.  "  As  his 
jiiipoilurc,"  he  faid  "  is  an  article  of  faith,  I  could  not  venture  to  publifli  my  real  opinion  in  this  country. 
But  in  perufing  my  account  with  attention,  you  will  perceive  that  the  arguments  vvhich  I  have  advanced  in 
favour  of  the  impofture,  are  weak  and  incorclufive."  He  added,  fmiling,  "  If  you  write  on  the  fnbjeft, 
refute  me  with  freedom  ;  but  do  not  mention  my  confeffion  during  my  life-time."  He  then  related  a  con- 
▼erfation  with  the  Emprefs  on  thisfubjtiS,  when  (he  was  at  Mofcow.  "  I  am  Informed,"  (he  faid,  "  that 
you  doubt  whether  Grifca  was  an  impoftor  ;  tell  me  freely  what  is  yeur  opinion  ?"  Muller  refpeAfully 
evaded  the  queftlon  ;  but  being  ftill  further  preffed,  replied,  "  Your  Majcfty  is  well  acquainted  that  the 
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Chap.  VIII. — Of  the  Pr/ncc/s  Sophia  Alcslefna. — Mlfrcprefentatwn  of  her  CharaHer.-- 
J  unification  of  her  Condu6l. — Her  Fall  and  Imprifonmejit .  —  Uiij  ufly  accufed  of  attempt- 
ing to  affqffinate  Peter. — She  affumes  the  Veil. — Her  Death, 

SCARCELY  any  portion  in  the  annals  of  this  country  is  more  important  than  the 
minority  of  Peter  the  Great  ;  and  no  character  more  grofsly  mifreprefented  than  that 
of  his  filler  Sophia  Alexiefna,  who  governed  Ruflia  during  that  period.  This  illuftri- 
ous  Princefs  united  many  perfonal  and  mental  accomplifhments ;  but  as  fhe  headed  a 
party  in  oppoution  to  Peter,  the  idolatry  univerfally  paid  to  him  has  contributed  to 
diminifh  the  luftre  of  her  adminiftration. 

I  was  led  into  thefe  reflexions  from  a  vifit  which  I  paid  to  the  Devitchei  nunnery  in 
the  fuburbs  of  Mofcow,  where  Sophia  was  confined  during  the  lafl  feventeen  years  of 
her  life ;  and  as  we  have  fcarcely  any  knowledge  of  her  charafter  but  through  the  me- 
dium of  her  adverfaries,  I  fhall  throw  together  a  few  particulars,  which  induce  me  to 
judge  favourably  of  her  conduQ:  *. 

Sophia 


body  of  the  true  Demetrius  is  depofited  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Mich  lel  ;  thr.t  he  is  adored  as  a  faint,  and  his 
relics  perform  miracles  What  will  become  of  thefe  relics  fliouUl  Griflca  be  proved  to  be  the  real  Deme- 
trius ?"  "  True,"  returned  the  Emprefs,  fmih'ng,  "bullet  me  know  what  would  be  your  opinion  if  thefe 
relics  did  not  exift  V  Miiller,  however,  ftill  prudently  declined  giving  a  diveft  anfwer,  and  the  Emprefs 
urged  him  no  farther 

This  confeffion  of  Mr  MuUer,  who  was  the  moft  able  advocate  of  the  opinion,  that  the  Tzar  was  aa 
impoftor,  might  perhaps  render  it  unneceflary  to  repu'nt  the  remaining  part  of  the  chapter,  which  was 
principally  employed  in  refuting  his  arguments  ;  but  for  the  fatlsfaftion  of  the  reader,  who  may  wifh  to  fee 
the  llatements  on  both  fides  of  thequelllon,  it  is  inferted  in  the  Appendix. 

•  Three  foreign  writers  have  principally  contributed  to  render  the  charaiSler  of  Sophia  extremely  odious. 

I.  The  firft  is  Gordon,  in  his  "  Li  e  of  Peter  the  Great"  But  his  teftimony  is  extremely  exceptionable, 
as  well  on  account  of  his  partiality  to  Peter,  as  becaufe  he  was  prejudiced  againft  Prince  Vaffili  Galitzin, 
Sophia's  prime  miniller,  for  having  degraded  his  relation  and  patron  General  Patrick  Gordon.  See  Korb 
Diarium,  p.  216. 

7.  The  fecond  author  is  La  Neuville,  in  his  "  Relation  de  la  Mofcovie,"  who  dignifies  himfelf  with  the 
title  of  Envoy  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  the  court  of  Mofcow,  and  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been 
refident  in  that  city  at  the  time  of  Sophia's  fall.  His  authority,  therefore,  is  deemed  unquellionable,  and 
the  enemies  of  this  Princefs  have  not  failed  to  cite  it  in  proof  of  their  accnfations.  Any  perfon,  however, 
in  the  leall  converfant  with  the  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  will  perceive  in  this  work  the  grofieft.  contradictions,  and 
the  moft  abfurd  tales.  The  author,  after  loading  the  charafter  of  Sophia  with  more  deceit  and  cruelty  than 
ever  difgraced  a  Tiberius,  or  a  Cxfar  Borgia,  afftfts  the  mod  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  fecret  cabals  be- 
tween her  and  Prince  Galitzin  :  he  afferts  their  intention  of  marrying,  of  re-uniting  the  Greek  and  Latin 
churches,  of  compelling  Pet.  r  to  alfume  the  monadic  habit,  or,  if  that  failed,  of  aflafllnating  him,  of  de- 
claring the  children  of  Ivan  illegitimate,  and  of  fecuring  the  throne  to  themfelves  and  their  heirs.  And  as 
if  this  chimerical  project  was  fure  of  fucctfs,  he  adds,  Prince  Galitzin  had  ftill  further  views  :  he  li&ped,  by 
re-uniting  Ruffia  to  the  Roman  catholic  church,  to  obtain  the  Pope's  permiffion  (if  he  (hould  lurvive  So- 
phia) to  appoint  his  fon  fuccefTor  to  the  throne,  in  preference  to  thofe  whom  he  (liould  have  by  the  Princefs, 
while  his  wife  was  alive.  But  fuch  abfurd  accounts  carry  their  own  refutation,  and  the  writer  who  retails 
them  muft  furely  deferve  no  credit,  even  ftiould  he  be  "■  le  temoin  occulaire,"  as  Voltaire  llyles  him,  "  de 
ce  qui  fe  pafla."  But  the  truth  is,  this  envoy  to  Mofcow  is  a  fuppofititious  perfon  :  the  author  was  Adrien 
Eaillet,  who  ftyled  himfelf  de  la  Neuville,  from  a  village  of  that  name,  in  which  he  was  born,  and  was  never 
in  Ruffia.  The  "  Relation  de  la  Mofco-uie,"  was  publifhed  at  the  Hague  In  169;  ;  and  was  probably  com- 
piled by  the  author  from  the  vague  accounts  of  fome  of  Peter's  adherents,  who  in  1697  accompanied  that 
li^onarch  Into  Holland. 

In  Menken!  Bibliotheca,  La  "  Relation  de  la  Mofeo-vie"  Is  mentioned  among  the  works  of  Adrien  Baillet, 
for  an  account  of  whom,  fee  Niceron,  "  Hommes  Illujlres  ;"  article  Ad.  Baillet. 

vol..  VI.  4  M  3.  Voltaire 
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Sophia  was  bom  in  Odober,  1658.  Her  father,  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  was  twice 
married  ;  by  his  firfl  wife  Maria  Ilinitchna,  of  the  family  of  Milolaffki,  he  had  Feodor, 
Ivan,  and  feveral  Princeffes,  among  whom  was  Sophia  ;  and  Peter  the  Great  by  his 
fecond  wife  Natalia  Kirilofna,  of  the  family  of  Narifkin.  During  Maria's  life,  her  family 
enjoyed  confiderable  influence ;  but  after  her  deceafe,  and  upon  Alexcy's  marriage  with 
Natalia,  their  power  was  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  afcendancy  of  the  Narii"kins.  Hence 
two  parties  were  formed  at  court,  and  perpetual  quarrels  took  place  between  the  chil- 
dren of  Alexey  by  his  firfl:  wife,  and  their  flep-mother  Natalia.  During  this  period, 
Ivan  Michaelovitch  Milolaffki,  the  head  of  that  family,  endeavoured  fecretly  to  under- 
mine the  Nariftins :  he  attributed  to  their  influence  the  increafe  of  the  taxes,  and  the 
delay  in  paying  the  troops,  and  reproached  them  as  the  authors  of  all  the  grievances 
which  were  urged  againft  the  government  of  Alexey.  By  thefe  and  other  artifices  he 
laboured  to  render  them  unpopular  ;  and  having  gained  a  large  body  of  Strelitz  *, 
waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  execute  his  defignsf.  On  the  acceflion  of  Feo- 
dor,  his  relations,  the  family  of  Milolaffl^i,  re-aflTumed  their  importance,  and  the  Narif- 
kins  were  excluded  from  all  fliare  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs. 

Sophia  gained  the  aff"e£tion  of  her  brother  Feodor,  by  the  fuperiority  of  her  under- 
flanding,  infinuating  addrefs,  and  unwearied  attention  during  his  long  illnefs.  To  her 
the  Tzar,  whofe  infirmities  rendered  him  unfit  to  govern,  refigned  the  diredion  of  af- 
fairs, and  at  her  fuggeflion,  placed  his  fole  confidence  in  Prince  Vaflili  Galitzin,  a  noble- 
man who  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  under  the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  for 
his  political  abilities. 

Feodor  dying  without  iflTue,  April  1682,  Ivan  his  brother,  and  rightful  heir  of  the 
throne,  was  excluded  from  the  fucceflion  on  account  of  his  incapacity,  and  his  half- 
brother  Peter  declared  Tzar.  In  regard  to  this  event,  the  partizans  of  Peter  endea- 
voured  to  eftablifli  two  pofitions :  i.  That  he  was  raifed  to  this  dignity  in  confequence 
of  Feodor's  exprefs  appointment ;  and  2.  By  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation. 

With  refped;  to  the  firfl:  pofition,  the  nomination  of  Peter  J  ;  when  we  confider  that 
Feodor  was  governed  by  Sophia  and  his  own  family,  it  is  not  probable,  that  he  fliould 
aft  in  dire£l  oppofition  to  their  interefls  ;  and  enfure,  by  the  nomination  of  Peter,  the 
adminifl:ration  of  affairs  to  the  Narifkins.  This  ftate  of  the  cafe  has  been  lately  eftab- 
liflied  by  a  Rufllan  hiftorian  §,  who  informs  us,  from  the  authority  of  authentic  records 
that  Peter  did  not  owe  his  elevation  to  any  declaration  of  Feodor  in  his  favour,  but  to 


3.  Voltaire  has  contributed  more  than  any  other  writer  to  fpread  reports  injurious  to  Sophia  ;  but  the 
truth  of  his  narrative  of  htr  rife,  adminiftration,  and  fall,  is  hable  to  the  ftrongcll  objedtions  :  he  draws 
many  fafls,  urged  againft  Sophia,  from  the  work  of  the  fuppofed  Polifli  envoy.  La  Neyville,  which  has 
been  (hown  to  be  of  no  authority,  and  extrafts  the  remainder  almoft  folely  from  certain  memoirs,  which 
were  tranfmltted  to  him  by  order  of  the  Emprefs  Eh'zabeth,  Peter's  daughter. 

But  the  violent  prepoflefilons  conceived  againft  the  memory  of  this  unfortunate  Princefs  begin  to  fubfide. 
Muller  has  ventured  to  juftify  her  chaiatter  in  fome  inftances ;  the  author  of  the  ■'  Antidote  to  the  Abbe 
de  Chappe's  Journey  Into  Siberia,"  fpeaks  of  her  in  a  favourable  manner;  and  L'Evcfque  has  evidently 
fliown,  that  her  charafter  has  been  grofsly  mlfrfprefented.  I  had  already  finlfhed  this  chapter,  as  well  as 
the  laft,  before  his  hiftory  made  its  appearance,  and  though  the  arguments  of  that  judicious  hiftorian  had  no 
Ihare  in  forming,  they  certainly  confirmed  my  opinion  in  favour  of  Sophia. 

*  The  Riiflian  regiments  of  guards  were  called  Strelitz,  or  Streltfi,  until  they  were  fiipprefled,  and  the 
came  abolifhed  by  Peter  the  Great. 

f   Sumorokof's  Aufruehr  der  Strelitzen,  p.  4. 

j  "  Feodor  avant  d'explrer,  voyant  que  fon  frere  Ivan,  trop  difgracie  de  la  nature,  etalt  incapable  de 
regner,  nomraa  pour  heritier  des  Ruffes  fon  fecond  frere  Pierre,"  &c.     Voltaire. 

§  Prince  Sherebatof.     Sec  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  toI.  v.  p.  502. 
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the  fufFrages  of  thofe  perfons  in  whom  the  right  of  nominating  the  fucceflbr  was 
vefted. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  pofition,  the  unanimity  of  Peter's  eleftion  ;  Muller,  who 
has  explored  the  Ruffian  archives  with  a  view  of  afcertaining  this  point,  can  fupply  us 
with  no  better  proofs  than  the  following  information  *  : 

"  Soon  after  the  death  of  Feodor,  all  the  fervants  of  the  court,  (he  officers,  and 
ecclefiaftics,  who  were  then  at  IVIofcow,  affembled  in  the  palace  and  court-yard  to  kifs 
the  hand  of  the  deceafed  Monarch  ;  after  which  ceremony  they  alfo  kiiTud  the  hands  of 
the  two  Princes  Ivan  and  Peter,  the  former  of  whom  was  fixteen,  and  the  latter  ten 
years  of  age.  The  ill  health  of  Ivan,  the  hopeful  appearance  of  Peter,  and  the  well- 
known  prudence  and  virtue  of  his  mother  f,  induced  all  who  were  prefent  to  prefer  the 
younger  to  the  older  brother,  and  unanimoully  to  raife  Peter  to  the  throne.  The 
aftonifhing  quiet  and  unanimity  with  which  this  important  affair  was  accompliflied, 
feems  to  prove,  that  it  was  preconcerted  by  the  Patriarch  and  principal  nobility.  The 
Patriarch  Joachim  defcended  from  a  noble  family,  was  at  the  head  of  this  tranfaftion. 
1  he  principal  courtiers,  ecclefiaftics,  nobles,  officers,  merchants,  and  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  being  affembled  before  the  imperial  palace,  he  demanded  of  them  whom  they 
would  nominate  Tzar,  Ivan  or  Peter ;  the  queftion  ivas  extremely  wiufual,  but,  being 
juftified  by  the  circumftances,  was  anfwered  in  favour  of  Peter.  Probably  the  party  of 
Ivan  did  not  forefee  that  a  younger  prince,  who  was  a  minor,  would  be  preferred  to  his 
elder  brother ;  and  were  therefore  not  prepared  to  make  any  oppofttion  to  the  app.intment  of 
Peter. 

"  Two  contradiftory  accounts  of  this  nomination  are  given  in  two  of  the  moft  authen- 
tic records  in  the  archives  of  Mofcow.  The  firfl:  informs  us  that  Ivan,  as  the  eldeft, 
publicly  renounced  his  right  to  the  crown,  before  it  could  be  conferred  upon  Peter :  the 
fecond  makes  no  mention  of  this  renunciation,  but  afcribes  the  appointment  of  Peter  to 
the  general  wiflies  of  the  nation." 

The  firfl:  record  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  thus  relates  the  tranfadion  : 

"  And  the  Patriarch  Joachim,  and  the  metropolitans  and  archbifhops,  and  all  the 
clergy,  and  the  Siberian  and  Kaffimovian  princes,  and  the  Boiars  and  Okolnitfhi,  and 
the  Doumnie-Diaki,  and  the  Stolnics  and  Straeptfhi,  and  the  nobility  of  Mofcow,  and 
the  Shilitfi,  and  the  nobles  from  the  country,  and  the  foldiers  and  Gofti,  and  the  mer- 
chants and  people,  entreated  the  Princes,  Ivan  and  Peter,  that  one  of  them  would  pleafe 
to  afcend  the  hereditary  throne  of  Ruffia,"  &c.  And  the  Tzarovitch  Ivan  faid,  "  It 
being  advantageous  for  the  public  that  my  brother  the  Tzarovitch  and  Great-duke 
Peter  fhould  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  becaufehis  mother  the  Tzarma  Natalia  is  alive  j 
I,  therefore,  the  Tzarovitch  and  Great-duke  Ivan,  refign  the  throne  to  the  Tzarovitch 
and  Great-duke  Peter.     And  the  Tzar  and  Great-duke  Peter  afcended  the  throne." 

According  to  the  other  record,  which  is  in  the  Journal  of  Occurrences  at  court : 

"  The  Patriarch  demands  of  the  perfons  affembled  for  the  nomination  of  the  new 
Sovereign,  whom  they  would  eled,  Ivan  or  Peter.  And  the  Stolnics  and  Siraptlhi,  and 
the  Nobles,  and  the  Diaki,  and  the  Shilitfi,  and  the  Dietiboirafki,  and  the  Golti,  and 
the  merchants,  and  the  other  people  of  different  ranks,  anfwered  unanimoufly,  that  the 
throne  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  great  Ruffian  empire  belonged  to  Peter  Alexievitch  : 
then  the  Patriarch  addreffed  the  Boiars,  Okolnitfhi,  privy  councellors,  and  principal 

•  Von  Peter's  des  Groflen  erftern  Galangung  zum  Thron.  in  Jour.  Pet.  for  1780. 

f  This  Princefs  was  then  fcarcely  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  had  given  no  proofs  of  prudence  and 
wifdom.  L'Evefque  more  juftly  ftyles  her  "  jeune  princefle  qui  n'avoit  pu  fe  faire  encore  aucunc 
reputation." 

4  M  2  perfons 
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perfons  belonging  to  the  court ;  and  the  Boiars,  kc.  anfwered  unanimoufly.  The  Tza- 
rovitch  and  Great-duke  Peter  is,  by  the  choice  of  all  the  fiates  and  people  of  the  Muf- 
covite  empire.  Tzar  and  Great-duke  of  all  Greati,  Little,  and  White  Ruilia." 

We  may  remark  upon  thefe  extracts,  that  being  compiled  by  the  friends  of  Peter, 
even  if  they  did  not  contradid  each  other,  their  authority  would  be  .exceedingly  excep- 
tionable ;  nor  could  their  filence,  with  refpeft  to  any  oppofition,  be  confidered  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  tedimony  that  the  fuffrages  in  favour  of  Peter  were  unanimous ;  becaufe  his  ad- 
herents would  never  record  any  particulars  tending  in  the  fmallefl:  degree  to  invalidate 
his  pretenfions,  or  fupport  thofe  of  Ivan.  Befides,  when  we  recoHeft  the  power  of  the 
family  of  Milolafiki  during  the  reign  of  Eeodor,  the  influence  which  Prince  Vaflili  Ga- 
litzin  muft  have  acquired  from  his  office  of  prime  minifter,  and  particularly  the  infmu- 
ating  manners  and  popularity  of  Sophia,  (all  of  whom  were  bound,  not  only  by  the 
ftrongeil  ties  of  interelt,  but  even  for  their  common  fecurity,  to  fupport  the  caufe  of 
Ivan,)  it  is  not  probable,  that  the  nominationof  Peter  was  as  unanimous  as  it  is  repre- 
fented.  And  indeed  it  is  certain  *,  that  a  nobleman,  named  Sumbalof,.  objecled  to  the 
validity  of  the  election,  becaufe  the  younger  brother  was  preferred  to  the  elder ;  that  his 
remonftrance  was  followed  by  thofe  of  many  others,  and  that  even  the  Patriarch  Joa- 
chim, who  is  efteemed  by  MuUer  a  ftrong  advocate  of  Peter,  foon  afterwards  embraced 
the  party  of  Ivan  :  thefe  circumftances  feem  to  imply  that  Peter  was  not  raifed  to  the 
throne  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  ;  but  that  the  fuftrages  of  the  alfembly  had 
been  furprized  by  the  fecret  machinations  of  the  Narilkins. 

Peter,  ho\\ever,  by  v\ hatfoever  means  his  nomination  was  obtained,  received  as  fole 
Sovereign,  the  fealty  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  the  government  was  entrulfed  to  his  mother 
Natalia.  But  the  party  in  oppofition  to  Peter  was  ftrong  and  powerful  ;  his  eleftion 
was  not  as  yet  confirmed  by  the  whole  body  of  Strelitz,  who,  to  ufe  the  fpirited  expref- 
fion  of  a  Ruffian  author,  poffeffed  above  fourteen  thoufand  armed  votes  t ;  and  their 
peculiar  fituation  at  this  important  junfture  rendered  them  fit  inftruments  of  a  new 
revolution. 

Juft  before  Feodor's  demife,  nine  of  thefe  regiments,  quartered  at  Mofcow,  having 
tumultuoufly  aflembled,  demanded  redrefs  of  ill-treatment  received  from  their  colonels,. 
and  an  inftant  difcharge  of  all  their  arrears.  Prince  George  Dolgorucki,  their  chief, 
havino-  ordered  one  of  the  ringleaders  to  be  feized,  ftripped,  and  punifhed  with  the 
knoot,  an  immediate  infurredion  was  the  confequence ;  the  executioners  were  infulted, 
and  the  prifoners  refcued  |.  On  the  day  fubfequent  to  the  interment  of  Feodor,  the 
foldiers  proceeded  in  a  large  body  to  the  Kremlin,  and  prefented  a  petition  againft  nine 
of  their  colonels,  who  being  delivered  to  them  by  the  miniftry,  were  publicly  whipped 
and  difcharged  §.  Ivan  Milolaffki  inflamed  the  difcontents  of  this  mutinous  body,  and 
though  confined  to  his  chamber  by  a  pretended  ficknefs,  contrived  to  hold  feveral  inter- 
views with  the  ringleaders,  who  aflembled  at  night  in  his  palace.  Sophia  is  alfo  accufed 
of  being  prefent  at  thefe  meetings,  of  diftributing  money  to  the  principal  infurgents,  and 
of  exafperating  them  againll  the  family  of  Narifliin.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of 
May,  a  report  being  fpread  that  Peter  was  not  unanimoufly  elefted,  the  drums  beat  to 
arms  by  order  of  Ivan  Milolafflii,  and  the  Strelitz  being  tumultuoufly  aflfembled,  two 
perfons  of  his  party  entered  their  quarters,  crying,  "  The  hour  of  vengeance  is  at  hand, 
Ivan  Alexievitch  is  aflaffinated,  and  the  Narilkins  are  mafters  of  Ruffia ;  revenge  the 
murder  of  the  Tzarovitch."      The  foldiers,  inflamed  to  fury  by  thefe  exclamations, 


•  Sumorokof,  p.  55— 57.  t  1419^  bewafFnete  ftimme.     Sumorokof,  p.  ig. 

J  Gordon,  p.  70.  §  Gordon,  p.  73. ;  and  Voltaire. 
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marched  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying  to  the  Kremlin,  tolled  the  great  bell, 
iurrounded  the  palace,  and  demanded  the  affaflins  of  Ivan.  Although  the  Tzarina  im- 
mediately produced  both  Ivan  and  Peter  ;  yet  the  infurgents  were  not  appeafcd,  but 
vehemently  required  the  execution  of  the  Narilkiiis.  Their  fury  was  {till  further  aug- 
mented by  a  lumour  induifrioufly  circulated,  that  Ivan  Narilkin,  the  brother  of  the 
Tzarina,  had  fcized  the  diadem  and  royal  robes.  In  the  niidit  of  this  tumult,  one  of 
the  officers  ventured  to  harangue  the  foldiers;  he  aflured  them,  that  Ivan  Alcxiavitch 
was  in  perfeft  fafety  ;  that  all  their  grievances  (hould  be  redreffed,  and  exhorted  them 
to  difperfe.  This  harangue  fcemed  to  make  a  fenfible  impreflion,  and  the  tumult  was 
fubfiuing  ;  when  Prince  Dolgorucki  imprudently  threatened  them  with  the  feverelt 
punifhment  for  their  mutiny  and  rebellion  :  inflamed  by  this  ill-timed  menace,  they 
feized  the  Prince,  hurled  him  into  the  air,  received  him  upon  their  pikes,  and  hewed 
his  body  to  pieces.  This  aflaflination  was  the  prelude  to  a  more  general  maflacre,  which 
continued  during  three  days  without  intermiflion.  Not  only  the  two  brothers  of  the 
Tzarina,  and  a  few  others  molt  obnoxious  to  the  infurgents,  fell  viftims  to  their  fury,, 
but  feveral  perfons,  by  no  means  unpopular,  were  facrificed  amidft  the  general  confu- 
fion,  and  Mofcow  underwent  a  general  pillage. 

To  clofe  this  horrid  fcene,  the  principal  nobles  afl'embled  on  the  i8th  of  Pvlay,  and, 
by  a  compromife  between  the  two  parties,  Ivan  and  Peter  were  declared  joint  Sovereigns; 
but  as  Ivan  was  incapable  of  governing,  and  Peter  in  his  minority,  theadminiftratlon  of 
affairs  was  vefted  in  the  hands  of  Sophia.  Hence  conclufions  were  drawn  unfavourable 
to  that  Princefs :  flie  was  accufed  of  having  maintained  a  fecret  intelligence  with  the 
ringleaders  of  Strelitz,  of  exciting  them  by  falfe  reports  to  revolt,  of  ordering  money 
and  fpirituous  liquors  to  be  diftributed  among  the  foldiers,  and  even  of  delivering  them 
a  lift  *  of  forty  nobles  whom  flie  had  profcribed.  All  her  aftions  are  malignantly  in- 
terpreted :  when  Ivan  Narifl^in  was  led  to  execution,  ftie  publicly  accompanied  the 
Tzarina  and  Patriarch  to  intercede  for  his  life,  placed  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in 
his  hands  to  flop  the  fury  of  the  Strelitz,  and  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  footh  his 
aflafllns  f.  They  who  judge  unfavourably  of  her  conduft,  fay,  that  this  compaflion  was 
only  feigned  ;  and  that  flie  fecretly  inftigated  his  aflaflination,  though  flie  outwardly 
affected  to  intercede  \.  Upon  this  fuppofition,  the  whole  condufl:  of  Sophia  implies  fuch 
a  deep-laid  fcheme  of  hypocricy,  artifice,  and  revenge,  as  feems  rather  adapted  to  a  po- 
litician grown  grey  in  iniquity,  and  long  pradbifed  in  the  arts  of  fedition,  than  to  a  Prin- 
cefs like  Sophia,  only  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

But  the caufes  which  led  to  this  revolution,  maybe  traced  from  feveral  events  in  the  reion 
of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  long  before  Sophia  had  the  leaft  influence  in  political  affairs,  and 
particularly  from  the  domeftic  feuds  in  the  imperial  family.  It  appears  alfo  that  the  firft 
infurtedion  of  the  Strelitz  was  cafurd;  occafioned  by  the  arrears  of  pay,  and  the  unpopu- 
larity of  the  colonels,  and  cannot,  with  the  lealt  degree  of  probability,  be  imputed  to  the 
intrigues  of  Sophia  ;  therefore  flie  can  only  be  accufed,  even  by  the  mofl:  malignant  in- 
terpretation of  her  conduct,  of  availing  herfelf  of  that  mutiny  to  procure  the  eledtion  of 
Ivan.  But  there  is  furely  a  wide  difference  between  aflerting  the  iniufl^ice  of  his  exclu- 
fion  from  the  throne ;    or,  under  the  mafli  of  moderation  and  candour,  inflaminp-  to 

*  ''  Enfin,  Sophie,"  fays  Voltaire,  "  fait  remettre  enfre  leurs  mains  une  lifte  c'e  quarante  feigneuis  qu'cUc 
appelle  leurs  enemis,  et  ceux  de  I'Etat  et  qu'ils  doivtnt  mafTacrLr."  I  cannot  give  credit  to  this  lill  of  forty- 
nobles,  which  Voltaire  compares  "  aux  piofcriptions  de  Sylla  et  des  triumvirs  de  Rome."  Whoever  will 
attentively  periife  the  account  of  the  cnfuinfr  maflacre  In  Gordon,  or  even  in  Voltaire,  will  find  thai  the 
fury  of  the  Strelitz,  except  againft  the  Nari/lvins,  was  more  dircded  by  thancc  than  by  defign. 

-j-  Gordon,  p.  8i.  %  Sumorokof. 

madnefs 
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madnefs  the  fuiy  of  a  difafte£ted  foldiery,  and  calmly  leading  them  from  aflaffination  to 
alfaflination  *. 

But  is  it  not  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  Ivan  Milolaffki,  who  had,  during  the 
reio-n  of  Alexev  Michaelovitch,  formed  a  party  againfl:  the  Nanfkins,  fliould  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  iedition  of  the  Strelitz,  with  whom  he  had  long  entertained  a  fecret  in- 
telligence;  and  that  Sophia  was  the  oflenfible  inft.rument  of  his  defigns?  In  a  word, 
that  file  was  raifed  to  the  regency  by  the  cabals  of  a  powerful  party,  who  forefaw  their 
own  ruin  in  the  nomination  of  Peter  ;  and  who,  in  the  midll  of  an  infurreftion,  held 
forth  to  this  licentious  body  the  unalienable  rights  of  Ivan.  Examples  were  not  wanting 
to  prove  that  the  incapacity  of  Ivan  was  no  bar  to  his  eleclion  :  a  memorable  inftance 
was  exhibited  in  the  perfon  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  who,  notwithilanding  his  imbecility, 
was  raifed  to  the  throne,  and  a  regency  entrufted  with  the  adminifiration  of  affairs  f. 
It  muft  alfo  be  confidered,  that  Peter,  then  only  in  his  eleventh  year,  had  not  difplayed 
any  inftances  of  that  vaft  fuperiority  of  underlfanding,  which  afterwards  marked  his 
charatter ;  and  that  his  mother,  who  was  to  fway  the  reins  of  empire,  was  a  perfon  of 
no  experience,  and  extremely  unpopular.  Nor  is  it  matter  of  furprize  that  the  care  of 
Ivan  and  the  adminiftration  of  government,  fhould  be  committed  to  Sophia.  The  vic- 
torious family  would  naturally  choofe  a  regent  devoted  from  interefl  and  inclination 
to  their  party ;  a  perfon  of  imperial  lineage,  popular  manners,  refpedable  character, 
and  great  abilities  ;  all  thefe  requifites  centered  in  Sophia. 

However  authors  may  have  cenfured  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Sophia ;  they  una- 
nimoufly  concur  in  delineating  her  engaging  manners,  the  beauties  of  her  perfon  ];,  the 
vigour  and  wifdom  of  her  adminiltration,  and  her  extenfive  plans  for  the'  advantage  of 
her  country. 

Sophia  repofed  her  principal  confidence  in  Prince  Vafiili  Galitzin,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Great  Galitzin,  a  moll  able  minifter  and  confummate  politician. 
The  fcandalous  chronicle  of  thofe  times,  or  rather  of  a  later  period,  attributed  her  par- 
tiality to  a  fofter  paflion,  though  he  was  above  fixty  years  of  age ;  and  her  enemies 
have  not  even  fcrupled  to  declare  §,  that  (he  had  formed  the  plan  of  affaffinating  the 
two  Tzars,  ufurping  the  throne,  and  efpoufing  Prince  Galitzin,  who  was  to  obtain  a 
divorce  from  his  wife. 

Sophia  II  has  been  alfo  accufed  not  only  of  neglefting  the  education  of  Peter,  but  of 
introducing  him  into  the  company  of  the  mod  profligate  young  men,  and  encouraging 

*  "  Tandis  que  les  Strelitz  commen^aient  ainfi  a  fe  faire  craindre,  la  PrincefTe  Sophie,  qui  les  animahfaut 
main,  pour  les  condulre  de  crime  en  crime,"  &c.     Voltaire. 

f   S.  R.  G.  vol.  i   p.  19. 

±  Weber,  the  Hanoverian  envoy  at  St.  Peterfburg  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  fays  of  Sophia, 
«'  the  Tzar  was  frequently  heard  to  declare,  that,  excepting  het  inordinate  ambition,  fhe  was  a  Princefs  of 
great  perfonal  and  mental  accomplifhments."  Ver.  Rufl".  vol.  i.  p.  143. -Voltaire  clofes  a  fpirited  por- 
trait by  faying,  "  \ix\e  fgure  agriable  xtXctail  tous  fes  talens."  Perry  defcribes  her,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
volution,  as  a  handfome  young  lady,  then  upwards  of  tttfenty-three.  He  came  into  Ruflia  in  1702,  two 
vears  before  her  death  ;  and  though  he  never  faw  her  himfelf,  on  account  of  her  imprifonment,  muft  have 

known  many  who  had  been  perfonally  acquainted  with  her.     Perry's  State  of  Ruflia,  p.  143. Sumoro- 

kof  fays  of  her,  that  (he  poflefled  a  good  underftanding  and  great  beauty,  p.  10. Many  other  authors 


d'unegrojfeur  monjlreufe,  avec  une  tete  large  comme  un  hoijeau,  du  pad  an  -uifage,  des  loups  aux  jambes  &  au  moins 
4oans;  mais  autant  que  fa  taille  ejl  large,  courle,lSf  grejjiere,  autant  fon  efprit  eft  fin,  delie  &  pob'tique ;   & 
fans  avoir  jamais  lu  Machiavel,  elle  poffede  naturellement  toutes  fes  maximes,"  &c.  p.  151. 
j  Gordon,  p.  86.  11  Voltaire. 

—  his 
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his  propenfity  to  every  fpecies  of  excefs  which  might  enervate  his  frame,  weaken  his 
underftanding,  and  render  him  averfe  to  bufinefs.  This  calumny,  however,  has  been 
amply  refuted  by  MuUer*,  who  has  fhevvn,  from  unqueflionable  authority,  that  Ivan 
and  Peter  had  two  different  courts  j  the  education  of  Peter  was  folcly  entruft ed  to  his 
mother  ;  and  if  improper  perfons  were  placed  about  him,  the  blame  muft  tall  updu  her, 
and  not  upon  Sophia.  With  refpefl;  to  his  propenfity  to  drinking,  that  vice  was  ex- 
tremely common  in  Ruflia,  and  Prince  Vaffili  t  Galitzin  was  as  remarkable  for  his 
fobriety  as  the  favouiites  of  Peter,  Le  Fort  and  Boris  Galitzin,  were  notorious  for  in- 
temperance. "  Le  Fort,"  fays  a  writer  who  was  in  Livonia  when  the  Tzar  and  his 
fuite  paffed  through  that  country  in  his  firfl:  journey  to  Holland,  "  is  a  man  of  good 
underftanding ;  very  perfonable,  engaging,  and  entertaining ;  a  true  Swifs  for  probity 
and  bravery,  but  chicjly  for  drinking.  Open  tables  are  kept  every  where,  with  trumpets 
and  mufic,  attended  with  feafting  and  excefTive  drinking,  as  if  His  Tzarifh  Majefty  had 
been  another  Bacchus.  I  have  not  yet  feen  fuch  hard  drinkers  j  it  is  not  pofTible  to 
exprefs  it,  and  they  boafl:  of  it  as  a  mighty  qualification  \." 

Thus  it  appears  that  Peter  had  examples  of  intemperance  in  his  own  houfehold  ;  and 
it  cannot  be  l^uppofed  that  Le  Fort  was  the  creature  of  Sophia.  I'he  evident  falfehood 
of  fuch  virulent  accufations  fliould  induce  us  not  to  credit  other  calumnies  ;  particularly 
the  charge  that  fhe  attempted  to  deflroy  Peter  by  poifon,  which,  though  it  failed  of  its 
intended  effeft,  difordered  his  conftitution,  and  occafionally  produced  melancholy  and 
defpair  bordering  on  madnefs.  This  report  took  its  rife  from  his  pronenefs  to  epileptic 
fits ;  a  diforder  common  in  his  family,  which  gradually  diminifhed  as  he  grew  ftronger, 
but  never  entirely  forfook  him.  Before  an  attack,  the  natural  vehemence  and  favage- 
nefs  of  his  temper  broke  out  with  redoubled  violence,  and  rendered  him  the  terror  of 
all  who  approached  him.  The  inveterate  rancour  with  which  the  enemies  of  Sophia 
have  calumniated  her  memory,  is  in  no  inlfance  more  evident  than  from  their  ab- 
furdly  imputing  the  brutal  ferocity  of  Peter  to  the  effedts  of  poifon  which  fhe  admi- 
niffered  §  • 

But  it  is  time  to  trace  the  principal  caufes  of  her  fall.  Sophia,  to  whom  Ivan  fur- 
rendered  the  diredlion  of  affairs,  affumed  fome  exterior  marks  of  homage,  which  feenx 
to  have  been  hitherto  appropriated  only  to  the  fovereigns  of  RufTia.  While  the  heads 
of  her  two  brothers  were  imprelTed  on  one  fide  of  the  coins,  her  image,  arrayed  with 

•   Journ    of  St   Pet.  Mar.  1778,  p.  168,   169. 

\  "  Galitzin  was  the  only  man  of  quality  in  Riiflia  who  could  entertain,  without  forring  Iiis  company  to 
driiik  to  excefs.  Brandy,  the  liquor  which  flowed  at  every  other  table,  was  fcldom  feen  at  his,  who  never 
drank  any  himfelf,  but  took  much  deUght  in  rational  and  ingenious  converfation." 

Mottley's  Life  of  Peter. 

%   Account  of  Livonia,  p.  293. 

§  "  II  prenoit  quelquefois  des  acces  d'humeur  chagrine,  ou  il  femblalt  frappe  de  I'idee  noire  qii'on  vou- 
lait  attentcr  "a  fa  perfonne,  et  ou  fes  amis   les  plus  familiers  cralgnaient  fes  emportemens.     Ces  acces 

ETAIENT  UN    RESTE    FATAL  BU    POISON,  Qw'lL   RE5UT   Dl    SON    AMBITIEUSE   SOEUR   SoPHIE.     On  en  COn- 

naiflait  I'approche  k  certains  mouvsnuns  convuljlfi  Jefnbouche.  L'lmperatrice  ctait  avertie.  tilt  venait  lui 
parler ;  le  fon  de  cette  voix  le  calmait  a  I'inllant.  EHe  le  faifait  affeoir,  et  s'emparait  en  le  cajolant  de  fa 
tete,  qu'ellc  giattait  douccment.  C'etaic  comme  un  charme,  qui  I'ajfoup'iffail  en  peu  de  minutes.  Pour  ne 
pas  troubler  {or\  fommei/,  elle  foutenait  fa  tete  fur  fon  fein,  fans  fe  xemucr  penHant  deux  ou  trots  heiires.  Alors 
jl  fe  reveillait,  enticrement  raffis  et  lemis,  au  lieu  qu'avant  qu'elle  tiit  etudie  cette  maniere  fi  fimple  de  le 
foulager.  ces  scces  ctaient  la  terreur  de  cetix  qui  I'approchaient,  a  ant  caufe,  dit  on,  quelques  malheurs,  ct 
etant  fuivi  de  maux  de  the  affreux,  qui  durnient  des  journees  enlieres."  Baflevitz  in  Buf  H  M  ix.  p.  204.. 
Strange  efftfls  of  poifon  given  in  his  infancy.  Thofe  who  have  been  ufcd  to  fee  peifoiis  in  epileptic  fits 
will  eafily  difcover  all  the  tffeds  of  that  difortJer  from  the  words  in  Italics  Bilhop  Burnei  fays,  "  he  was 
fubjeifl  to  convulfive  motions  all  over  his  body,  apd  his  head  feemed  to  be  affefted  with  thefc." 

the 
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the  crown,  fceptre,  and  imperial  robe,  was  ftampedupon  the  reverfe ;  in  the  public  afls 
her  name  was  added  to  the  fignature  of  the  two  Tzars*,  and  flie  appeared  in  procef. 
fions  decorated  with  all  the  enfigns  of  royalty  t ;  circumftances  which  gave  umbrage  to 
the  rival  family,  and  afforded  a  fpecious  pretence  for  inveighing  againfl:  her  ambitious 
defigns. 

Peter,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  and  felt  himfelf  born  for  empire,  beheld  with  diflatis- 
faiT:ion  the  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  rival  party  :  encouraged  by  his  mother  and 
her  adherents,  he  claimed  a  fliare  in  the  adminiftration,  and  took  his  feat,  for  the  firlh 
time,  in  the  privy  council,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1688,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his 
age.  Sophia,  though  unwilling  to  relign  any  part  of  her  authority,  could  not  withhold 
her  confent  ;  but  as  Peter's  fpirit  was  above  controul,  flie  availed  herfelf  of  fome  violent 
altercations  which  paffed  between  them,  to  exclude  him  from  his  feat.  From  this  pe- 
riod their  diffenfions  arofe  to  fo  great  an  height,  as  to  threaten  an  open  rupture  ;  and  the 
fall  of  the  one  feemed  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  other  ];. 

Things  remained  in  this  ftate  of  jealoufy  and  variance  until  September,  1689  -,  v/hen 
the  afpinng  genius  of  Peter  acquired  the  afcendancy,  and  fecured  his  undivided  autho- 
rity by  the  fall  and  imprilbnment  of  Sophia.  By  the  advice  of  Boris  Galitzin  and  the 
Narifkins,  Peter  lefolved  to  arreft  his  fifter,  and  feize  the  reins  of  government.  It  is 
afferted  by  his  adherents  §,  that  Sophia  and  Prince  Vaffili  Galitzin,  apprized  of  his  in- 
tentions,  determined  to  prevent  their  own  ruin  by  his  affaffination  ;  that  they  gained 
over  the  chief  of  the  Strelitz  and  a  corps  of  fix  hundred  men,  and  actually  commiffioned 
them  to  perpetrate  that  infamous  deed.  Peter  had  retired  to  fleep  at  his  palace  of 
Preobaflienfki  near  Mofcow  ;  when  two  |(  of  the  confpirators,  it  is  faid,  ftruck  with  hor- 
ror at  their  crime,  quitted  their  companions,  and  haftened  to  the  young  Tzar  with  the 
information,  that  a  body  of  Strelitz  were  upon  their  march  to  aflaflinate  him.  Peter 
refufedto  credit  their  report,  until  it  was  confirmed  by  Boris  Galitzin  and  one  of  his 
uncles,  whom  he  difpatched  to  reconnoitre ;  and  the  confpirators  were  already  fo  near 
that  he  had  fcarcely  time  to  make  his  efcape^.  He  inftantly  proceeded  to  the  convent 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  where  troops  flocked  from  all  quarters,  and  in  three  days  he  had  an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  under  his  command. 

Meanwhile  Sophia,  in  a  flate  of  confternation,  denied  all  intercourfe  with  the  con- 
fpirators, exprefled  the  utmoft  horror  at  their  attempt,  difpatched  repeated  meflages 
to  her  brother  to  juflify  her  conduft,  and  even  fet  off  in  perfon  to  affert  her  innocence ; 
but  was  ordered  to  return  to  Mofcow,  and  deliver  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny.  Soon 
afterwards  Peter  himfelf  repaired  to  the  capital :  the  principal  confpirators  being  tor- 
tured in  his  prefence,  confeffed  a  defign  againft  his  life,  and  fuft'ered  the  feverefl  punifh- 

*  She  did  not  fign  her  name  in  the  public  decrees  until  1687       Buf   Hift.  Mag.  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

■f  Thefc  circumllances  cannot  imply  a  defign  of  ufurping  the  fovereign  authotity  ;  for  fhe  was  only  ac- 
cufed,  even  by  her  enemies,  of  fecietly  confpiring  againft  Peter,  and  not  of  an  open  attempt  to  feize  the 
crown. 

■^  Juurn.  of  St.  Pet.  for  1778,  p.  175,  176.  §   Gordon. 

II  It  is  rcmaiknble,  ,that  this  fame  Itory  of  two  confpirators  who  were  engaged  to  afTaffinate  Peter, 
but,  repenting,  difcovtred  the  plot,   is  again  related  as  happening  hi  1697.     Schmidt.  Ruff.  Gef.  vol.  ii. 

P-  9°-  ...  .... 

W  Voltaire,  though  convinced  of  Sophia's  intention  to  aflaflinate  Peter,  and  notwithftandmg  the  intelli- 
gence he  received  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  can  only  give  us  the  following  fcamy  information  :  "  La 
Ncuville  r£/;</f«(  alors  a  Mofcoiu,  et  iciimn  oculatre  de  ce  qui  fe pajfa,  pretend  qve  Sophie  et  Galitzin  engagerent 
le  nouveau  chef  des  bttelitz  a  Icur  facrifier  leur  jeune  Czar  :  il  parait  au  moins  que  fix-cent  de  ces  Strelitz 
devaient  s'emparer  de  fa  perfbnne.  Les  memoires  fccrettes  que  la  cour  de  Ruffie  m'a  confies,  aflurent  que 
]e  parti  etoit  pris  de  tuer  Pierre  Premier;  le  coup  aliait  etre  portc,  et  la  Ruflie  etait  privc  "a  jamais  de  la 
nftuvelle  exillence,  qu'ellfj"  &c. 

5  meat. 
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merit.  Viifilli  Galitzin  *  was  banifhed  into  Siberia,  and  Sophia  iinprifoncd  for  life  in 
the  Devitchci  nunnery ;  Peter  alone  aflumed  the  reins  of  government,  and  fouad  fuf- 
ficient  fcope  for  his  vafl  and  enterprizing  genius  ;  while  the  name  of  Ivan  was  (till  in- 
ferted,  as  a  matter  of  formahty,  in  the  public  ads  until  his  death,  ^vhich  happened  in 
1696. 

Such  are  the  principal  circumflances  of  this  extraordinary  revolution  ;  but  this  is  the 
account  given  by  the  victorious  party,  and  the  caufe  of  Sophia  has  never  undergone  a 
candid  examination.  It  may  be  impoilible  to  exculpate  her  entirely  from  ambitious 
views :  (he  might  be  unwilling  to  relinquilh  a  power  which  (he  had  long  enjoyed,  and 
exercifed  with  great  ability  ;  fhe  might  efteem  the  right  of  Ivan  to  the  throne  as  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  Peter,  and  confider  Peter's  acquifuion  to  the  fole  fovereignty  as  the 
certain  prelude  to  her  own  deftruQion ;  but  we  have  no  pofitive  evidence  f  that  (he 
confpired  againft  her  brother's  life  ;  and  perhaps  the  whole  ftory  of  the  intended  aflaf- 
fmation  was  feigned  by  Boris  Galitzin  |  and  her  enemies.  She  wanted  not  opportu- 
nities of  efcaping  from  Ruffia,  and  never  would  have  imprudently  demanded  admittance 
into  Peter's  pretence,  to  affert  her  innocence,  had  the  proofs  of  her  guilt  been  as  ftrong 
as  her  adverfaries  pretended.  In  a  word,  the  confiifl:  between  Peter  and  Sophia  was 
the  conflift  of  two  rivals  impatient  of  controul,  and  ftriving  for  pre-eminence ;  the  caufe 
of  the  fuccefsful  party  was  deemed  juft  and  equitable,  and  the  vanquilhed  faclion  loaded 
with  every  fpecies  of  enormity. 

The  refllefs  fpirit  of  Sophia,  brooding  in  the  folitude  of  a  convent,  is  faid  to  have  ex- 
cited frefh  troubles  and  infurreftions ;  and,  during  her  life,  no  confpiracy  was  formed 
againft  Peter,  in  which  fhe  was  not  fufpefted  of  being  concerned.  She  was  more  par- 
ticularly accuied  of  being  privy  to  the  rebellion  in  1697  >  when  eight  thoufand  Strelitz, 
feizing  the  opportunity  of  Peter's  abfence  upon  his  travels,  rofe  in  arms  on  the  frontiers 
of  Lithuania,  and  marched  towards  Mofcow.  The  rebels  were  defeated  by  the  addrefs 
and  courage  of  General  Patrick  Gordon ;  many  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  the  re- 
mainder furrendered  at  dilcretion.  The  Tzar  received  at  Vienna  the  account  of  the  mu- 
tiny and  defeat  of  the  Strelitz,  and  inftantly  haftened  to  Mofcow  to  examine  the  delin- 
quents in  perfon. 

Peter  was  anxious  to  difcover  the  caufes  of  the  rebellion  ;  to  learn  by  whofe  intrigues 
it  was  excited,  and,  above  all,  to  convict  Sophia,  whom  he  charged  with  fomenting  the 
public  difcontents,  and  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  rebels.  But  as  no  perfons 
could  give  immediate  and  pertinent  anfwers  to  his  queftions,  he  entertained  fufpicions 
of  all  his  courtiers,  and  determined  to  inftitute  a  court  of  inquiry  at  his  palace  of  Preo- 
braflienfki,  where  the  inftruments  of  torture  were  brought.  The  Tzar  himfelf  examined 
the  accufed,  urged  them  to  confeffion,  and  ordered  thofe  who  maintained  filence  to  be 
racked  in  his  prefence.  The  cruelty  of  the  tortures  employed  on  this  occafion  was  in- 
expreffibly  dreadful ;  human  nature  fhudders  at  the  recital ;  but  it  is  neceffary  to  men- 
tion them  in  juftification  of  Sophia.     Some  of  the  rebels  were  repeatedly  whipped; 

*  This  able  minifter  furvived  his  fall  twenty-four  years ;  he  was  releafed  from  prifon  in  171 1,  and  died 
at  his  own  ellate  in  1713. 

f  We  have  no  certain  proofs  that  any  of  the  confpirators  accufed  Sophia  of  being  privy  to  any  defign  upon 
Pttcr's  life  ;  and,  even  if  they  did  nanne  her  as  an  accomplice,  thtir  evidence,  extorted  by  the  rack,  is  by 
no  means  to  be  depended  on. 

'^  It  appears  from  the  followlnpr  palTage,  that  the  difcovery  of  Sophia's  defigns  came  from  that  quarter: 
••  Prince  Boris  Galit/in,  a  faithful  fubjcdl  of  the  Tzar  Peter,  coming  timely  to  penetrate  into  his  kinf- 
man's  Prince  BalU's  defigns,  put  the  Tzar  upon  his  guard,  advifiiig  him,  without  delay,  to  take  the  go- 
vernment into  his  hands."     Gordon,  vol.  j,  p.  89. 

VOL.  VI.  4  N         ,  Others 
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Others  had  their  flioulders  diflocated  by  a  cord  and  pulley,  and  in  that  painful  pofture 
received  the  knoot :  many  after  undergoing  the  knoot,  were  roaded  over  a  flow  fire, 
the  raw  parts  being  expofed  to  the  flame*.  Phyficians  were  prcfent  to  afcertain  the 
degree  of  pain  which  the  unhappy  convidls  were  capable  of  fupporting,  and  to  recover 
thofe  who  had  fainted,  that  the  application  of  frefh  tortures  might  recommence  with  the 
renewal  of  their  ftrength.  This  dreadful  inquifition  was  continued,  without  intermillion, 
throughout  the  whole  of  month  of  Oftober,  Not  only  every  fpecies  of  punifliment, 
the  mod  refined  which  human  cruelty  could  devife,  was  inflicted  in  oi-der  to  extort  an 
accufatioa  of  Sophia  ;  but  promifes  of  pardon,  and  even  of  great  promotion,  were  of- 
fered for  the  fame  purpofe  to  the  wretched  fufferers  in  the  midft  of  the  mod  excruciating 
agonies  f. 

At  length  a  few  of  the  Strelitz  J,  overcome  by  the  feverity  of  the  torments,  or 
feduced  by  hopes  of  pardon  and  the  promife  of  promotion,  confeffed  an  intention  to 
fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs  of  Mofcow,  to  maifacre  all  foreigners,  to  banifh  or  affafTmate 
the  principal  nobility,  to  raife  the  Tzarovith  Alexey  to  the  throne,  and  to  appoint 
Sophia  regent  during  his  minority ;  others  declared  that  the  ringleaders  had  drawn 
up  a  petition,  which  they  intended  to  prefent  to  that  Princefs,  praying  her  to  accept 
the  adminiflration  of  affairs. 

Although  none  of  the  rebels  charged  Sophia  with  being  acceffary  to  their  infurrec- 
tion,  yet  Peter  was  fo  prejudiced  againfl  her  that  he  put  to  the  torture  one  of  her  fe- 
male attendants  ;  and  when  no  evidence  of  guilt  could  be  procured  by  that  horrid  ex- 
pedient, even  examined  her  in  perfon.  The  Princefs,  whofe  high  fpirit  was  fubdued 
by  her  misfortunes,  and  worn  out  by  a  long  confinement,  could  not  refrain  from 
weeping  at  the  fight  of  her  obdurate  brother  ;■  and  even  extorted  tears  from  Peter 
himfelf,  though  without  melting  his  refentment  §.  But  neither  this,  nor  every  other 
effort  employed  to  convitt  her,  was  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and  the  only  proof  of  her 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  rebels  was  derived  from  the  confefTion  of  a  boy  be- 
longing to  an  officer  of  the  Strelitz,  who  declared,  that  letters  inclofed  in  loaves  of 
bread  had  paffed  between  Sophia  and  his  ipafter  ||.  The  officer,  however,  peremp- 
torily denied  the  faft  even  upon  the  rack,  and  was  led  to  execution,  perfifting  to  the 
laft  moment  in  this  afleveration.  The  cafe  feems  to  be,  that  the  innovations  of  Peter 
created  a  confiderable  number  of  malcontents  ;  that  the  introduftion  of  the  European 
difcipline,  and  his  partiality  to  the  foreign  regiments,  inflamed  the  difaffedion  of  the 
Strelitz  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  account  for  their  rebellion,  without  fuppofing  any 
cabals  on  the  part  of  Sophia ;  that  fhe  had  long  been  the  objeft  of  afteftion  to  all  the 
enemies  of  Peter,  and  was  naturally  the  perfon  to  whom  they  would  confign  the  ad- 
miniflration had  the  revolt  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

*  It  appears  from  Olearius,  and  other  tiavellers  into  Ruflia,  that  thefe  tortures  were  ordinarily  ufcd 
in  that  country  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  conftffion. 

f  This  account  is  extraftcd  from  the  Diary  of  Korb,  (vol,  i.  p.  149  )  fecretary  of  the  Auftrian  em- 
baffy  to  Ruffia  in  1697,  who  was  prefent  at  Mofcow  during  thefe  horrid  proceedings.  He  received  in- 
formation from  feveral  German  officers  in  the  fervice  of  Peter,  wlio  were  eyc-witne/fes.  Kerb's  authority 
is  alfo  to  be  depended  on  in  this  inllance,  becaufe  he  fpcaks  highly  in  favour  of  Peter,  and  condemns  ths 
ambition  of  Sophia  Gordon  alfo,  though  fo  partial  to  Peter,  informs  us,  that  the  rebels  were  tortured  and 
examined  in  his  prefence.  %  "  Quorundam  pertinacia  denum  vi<Sa.     Korb. 

§  "  Ad  monafterium  Nco  virginura  difceffit  Tzarus,  ut  fororein  fuam  Sophiam,  ditto  monafterio 
inchifam,  examinaret ;  publice  enim  nuperi  tumultus  vulgo  rea  habtbatur  ;  primus  utriufque  introitus 
uberrimas  amboium  lacrymas  exciviffe  dicitur."     Korb. 

II  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  129,  130. 

Peter 
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Peter  was  extremely  exafperated  againfl:  Sophia,  and  once  determined  to  put  her  to 
death ;  but  having  changed  his  refolution,  compelled  her  to  aflume  the  veil.  To 
Itrike  her  with  terror,  and  announce  to  the  public  that  he  thought  her  privy  to  the 
rebellion,  two  hundred  and  thirty  Strelitz  were  hanged  withing  fight  of  the  nunnery 
in  which  fhe  was  confined,  and  three  of  the  ringleaders  i'ufpcnded  upon  a  gibbet  ere£ted 
clofe  to  the  window  of  her  apartment  *  ;  they  held  in  their  hands  petitions  fimilar  to  ^ 
that  which,  according  to  the  confeffion  of  the  Strelitz,  was  to  have  been  prefented  to 
Sophia. 

From  this  ^period  hiftory  is  filent  in  relation  to  Sophia  :  fhe  was  confined  under  a 
ftridl:  guard  in  the  monaftery  until  her  death,  in  July  1704.  She  was  interred  in  the 
church  of  the  convent ;  the  tomb  is  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  and  contains  this  in- 
fcription :  "  A.  M.  7212  (or  1704  of  the  Chriftian  asra)  on  the  third  of  July,  died 
Sophia  Alexiefna,  aged  forty-fix  years,  nine  months,  and  fix  days  ;  her  monallic  name 
was  Sufanna.  She  had  been  a  nun  five  years,  eighth  months,  and  twelve  days :  fhe 
was  buried  the  fourth  in  this  church,  called  the  Image  of  Smolenfko.  She  was  daugh- 
ter of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  and  of  Maria  Ilinitchna." 

Although  Peter  always  fufpedled  the  intrigues  of  his  fifter,  yet  he  never  failed 
paying  a  juft  tribute  to  her  genius  and  abilities.  "  "What  a  pity,"  he  was  frequently 
heard  to  fay,  "  that  flie  perfecuted  me  in  my  minority,  and  that  I  cannot  repofe  any 
confidence  in  her!  otherwife,  when  I  am  employed  abroad,  fhe  might  govern  at 
home  t."  _ 

One  flriking  feature  in  Sophia's  charader,  which  1  had  no  opportunity  of  mentlon- 
nig,  while  my  inquiry  was  chiefly  confined  to  her  politigal  condufl:,  mufl  not  be 
omitted.  She  delerves  the  veneration  of  poflerity  for  patronizing  perfons  of  genius 
and  learning,  and  encouraging,  by  her  own  example,  the  introduction  of  polite  litera- 
ture into  Ruflia,  then  plunged  in  the  deepefl  ignorance.  At  a  period  when  there  was 
no  national  theatre,  and  when  the  lowefl  buffooneries,  under  the  name  of  moralities, 
were  the  fole  dramatic  reprefentations  even  at  court,  this  elegant  Princefs  tranflated  the 
Medecin  malgre  ltd  of  Moliere  into  her  native  tongue,  and  performed  one  of  the  cha- 
raders  herfelf.  She  alfo  compofed  a  tragedy,  probably  the  firfl  extant  in  the  Rufliaii 
language ;  and  fhe  compofed  it  at  a  time  when  the  mofl  violent  cabals  were  excited 
againfl  her  miniffry,  and  when  the  mofl  weighty  affairs  feemed  to  engrofs  her  fole 
attention. 

*  Gordon,  p  9;,  13c.  Korb,  who  faw  them  hanging,  fays,  «'  Tam  prope  ad  ipfas  Sophiani  cublcul! 
fenellras,  ut  Sopliia  eofdem  nianu  facile  poflet  attingere."  On  this  occafion  above  two  thoufand  Strehtz 
fuffcrcd  capital  punifhment.  Peter  broke  at  the  fame  lime  the  whole  body  of  Strelitz,  and  abolilhed  their 
name. 

f  This  anecdote,  wliicli  I  received  from  Volkonflci,  is  confirrr.ed  by  a  paflage  in  Perry's  State  of 
Ruflia.  "  I  remember  that  upon  a  certain  occafion,  when  mention  was  made  of  her  [i.  e.  Sophia],  the 
Czar  himfelf  gave  her  this  charadler,  that  fhe  was  a  princefs  endowed  with  all  the  accomplilhments  of 
body  and  mind  to  perfeftion,  had  it  not  been  lor  her  boundlefs  ambition,  and  infatiable  defire  of  govern- 
ing."    Vol.  i.  p.  138. 
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Chap.  IX. — Joirnej  from  Mo/cow  to  Novogorcd.  —  Produ^ion  of  the  neighbouring 
Country. — Quadrupeds. — Birds. — Fijh.  —  Defcription  of  the  Sterlet.  — Torjhok.  —  Vijh' 
nei-Volof}jok.  — Valdai  Hills  and  Lake. — Brvnitza. — Wooden  Road. — Further  Account 
of  the  Pcafints. — lamjl^ics,  ivho  furnifli  Poji-borfes. — Songs  of  the  Peafants. 

WE  quitted  Mofcow  on  the  14th  of  September,  traverfed  a  gently  nHng  country, 
partly  open,  and  partly  overfpread  with  forells,  paffed  the  night  at  the  village  of 
Parlki,  in  a  peafant's  cottage,  as  ufual,  and  changed  horfes  the  next  morning  at  Klin, 
fitualed  upon  the  Seftra,  a  broad  rivulet.  This  village  had  been  lately  burnt,  and  the 
peafents  were  engaged  in  rebuilding  their  huts :  near  it  we  obferved  a  faw-pit,  whith, 
in  this  country,  was  too  rare  an  objefl:  not  to  attradl  our  notice.  Beyond  SavidoF  we 
crofled  a  rivulet,  and  foon  after  reached  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  which  we  coafted  to 
Gorodna.  The  next  morning  the  fprings  of  our  carriage  being  ready  to  ftart,  and  one 
of  the  wheels  in  a  crazy  (late,  we  left  it  to  the  care  of  our  fervants,  and  hired  the  carts 
of  the  country,  called  i('/toi^^/,  which  we  filled  with  hay.  After  a  confiderable  degree 
of  jolting,  we  arrived  at  Tver,  which  is  magnificently  fituated  upon  the  elevated  banks 
of  the  Volga. 

Tver  *  owes  its  origin  to  Vlodimir  Georgivitch,  Great-duke  of  Vlodimer,  who  in 
1 182  raifed  a  fmall  fortrefs  at  the  junction  of  the  Tvertza  and  Volga,  to  protefl:  his 
territories  againfl:  the  incurfions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Novogorod.  Afterwards,  in 
1240,  the  Great-duke  Yaroflaf  II.  built  another  citadel  on  the  fpot  now  occupied  by 
the  prefent  fortrefs,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  town,  which  increafing  in  popula- 
tion and  wealth,  became  the  metropolis  of  an  independent  fovereignty,  called  from  the 
town  the  duchy  of  Tver.  Yaroflaf  III.,  fon  of  Yaroflaf  II.,  and  brother  of  Alexander 
Nevflii,  received  this  duchy  as  his  inheritance,  and  tranfmitted  the  fuccefTion  to  a  long 
train  of  defcendants.  The  lafl:  fovereign  of  this  line  was  Michael  Borifovitch,  whofe 
filter  Maria  efpoufed  the  Great-duke  Ivan  VafTilievitch  I.  Notwithflanding  this  alii- 
ance,  an  open  rupture  enfued,  and  in  i486,  Ivan  befieged  Tver  with  a  large  army, 
and  compelled  Michael  to  abandon  the  town,  and  retire  into  Lithuania.  On  his  re- 
treat, Ivan  Vaflilievitch  beftowed  the  town  and  duchy  as  a  fief  on  his  eldefl  fon  Ivan, 
and  on  his  death  in  1 490,  annexed  them  to  his  other  dominions. 

Tver  is  divided  into  the  old  and  new  town  ;  the  former,  fituated  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  Volga,  confiflis  almoft  entirely  of  wooden  cottages ;  the  latter  was  fcarcely  fupei  ior ; 
butin  1 763, being  deftroyed  bya  dreadful  conflagration,  has  rifenwith  luftre  from  itsaflies. 
The  Emprefs  ordered  a  regular  plan  of  a  new  town  to  be  fketched  by  an  eminent  ar- 
chlteft,  and  enjoined  that  all  the  houfes  fhould  be  re-conftiutted  in  conformity  to  this 
model.  She  raifed,  at  her  own  expence,  the  Governor's  houfe,  the  Bifliop's  palace, 
courts  of  juflice,  the  new  exchange,  prifon,  and  other  public  edifices;  and  ofi'ered  to  every 
perfon,  who  would  build  a  brick  houfe,  a  loan  of  300I.  for  twelve  years  without  in- 
tereft.  The  money  advanced  on  this  occafion  amounted  to  6o,oool. ;  and  one-third 
of  this  fum  has  been  fince  remitted.  The  ftreets,  which  are  broad  and  long,  iflue  in 
a  fliraight  line  from  an  odagon,  in  the  centre  :  the  houfes  are  of  brick  fluccoed  white, 
and  form  a  magnificent  appearance.  Part  only  of  the  new  town  was  finiflied  :  w-hen 
completed,  it  will  confifl  of  two  oftagons,  with  feveral  fl;reets  leading  to  them,  and 

*  See  Hift.  Geog.  Bcfchreibung  der  Stadt  Twer,  &c.  Journ  Pet.  for  November  1 7 Ho. 

6  inter- 
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interfeftinp  each  other  at  right-angles ;  and  would  be  no  uiconfiderable  ornament 
to  the  moft  opulent  and  civilized  country  *. 

There  is  an  ecclefiaftical  feminaTy  at  Tver,  under  the  infpection  of  the  Bilhop, 
which  admits  fix  hundred  fludents.  In  1776,  the  Eniprefs  founded  a  fchool  for  the  in- 
flrudion  of  two  hundred  burgher's  children  ;  and  in  June  1779,  an  academy  for  the 
education  of  the  young  nobility  of  the  province. 

Tver  is  a  place  of  confiderable  commerce  ;  and  both  the  Volga  and  the  Tvertza 
were  covered  with  boats.  It  owes  its  principal  trade  to  the  advantageous  fituation, 
near  the  conflux  of  the  two  rivers,  which  convey  all  the  goods  and  merchandize  fent 
by  water  from  Siberia  and  the  fouthern  provinces  towards  Peterlljurgh. 

The  Volga,  the  largefl:  river  in  Europe,  rifes  in  the  forelT:  of  Voikonfki,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  eighty  miles  from  Tver,  and  begins  to  be  navigable  a  few  miles  above  the  town. 
By  means  of  the  Tvertza,  a  comn^unication  is  made  between  the  Cafpian  and  the 
Baltic  ;  as  will  be  explained  in  a  future  chapter.  The  number  of  barges  which  paf- 
fed  by  the  town  in  1776  amounted  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-feven  ; 
in  1777,  to  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  the  average  number  is 
generally  computed  at  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty.  The  boats  are  flat-bot- 
tomed, on  account  of  the  frequent  fiioals,  and  are  conftrufted  with  new  planks.  The 
rudders  have  a  fingular  appearance ;  the  handle  being  a  tree  of  fifty  feet  long,  with  a 
pole  fixed  to  a  broad  piece  of  timber  floating  on  the  furface.  The  pilot  ftands  upoa 
a  kind  of  fcaffbld,  at  the  difiance  of  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  ftern,  and  turns  the 
rudder  by  means  of  the  long  handle.  Thefe  boats  are  only  built  for  one  voyage,  and 
on  their  arrival  at  Peterfburgh  are  fold  for  fuel. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  prodigious  wafl:e  of  wood  arifing  from  the  cuflom  of 
forming  planks  with  the  axe.  To  prevent  this  practice,  which  was  no  lefs  ufual 
among  the  fliipwrights  than  among  the  peafants,  orders  were  ifTued  by  government, 
that  each  veflel  paffing  the  Tver,  in  which  was  one  plank  fafhioned  with  the  hatchet, 
fhould  pay  a  fine  of  61.  In  confequence  of  this  decree  the  officer,  who  levied  the 
fine,  coUefted  the  firft  year  6000I.,  the  fecond  15C0I.,  the  third  lool.,  and  the  fourth 
nothing.  By  this  judicious  regulation  the  ufe  of  the  faw  has  been  introduced  among 
the  Ruflian  fhipwrights,  and  will  probably  in  time  recommend  itfelf  to  the  carpenters 
and  peafants. 

The  rifing  fpirit  of  commerce  has  added  greatly  to  the  wealth  and  population  of  the 
town.  It  contains  at  prefent  ten  thoufand  fouls,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
government  of  Tver  has  increafed  in  a  furprifing  degree  :  a  circumfl^ance  which  fhews 
the  advantages  arifing  from  the  new  code  of  laws.  Tver  was  the  firfl  province  in  which 
that  code  was  introduced,  and  has  already  experienced  the  beneficial  efteds  of  thefe 
excellent  regulations. 

Tver  being  a  large  town,  we  concluded  that  we  fhould  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  neceffary  repairs  for  the  carriage,  fo  as  to  enable  it  to  convey  us,  during  two  or 
three  days,  without  requiring  further  afliflance.  Trufting,  therefore,  to  the  workman- 
fliip  of  a  Ruffian  fmith,  we  fet  off  at  fix  in  the  evening  with  the  expeftation  of  reaching 
in  four  hours  the  next  pofl:,  where  we  purpofed  to  pafs  the  night  ;  but  we  had  fcarceiy 
proceeded  ten  miles,  before  we  perceived  that  the  wheel,  inftead  of  being  ftrengthened, 
was  weakened  by  the  fmith's  unfkilfulnefs.  In  this  fituation  we  flopped  at  a  fmall  vil- 
lage, where  it  was  not  pofTible  to  procure  any  afliftance,  nor  even  a  candle  to  fmear  the 

*  According  to  Heyni,  the  circumference  of  Tver  is  fourteen  verfts,  and  it  contains  two  thoufand  one 
hundrtd  and  fixty  three  houfes,  moftly  wooden,  twenty-fix  churches,  and  a  nionaftery.  The  population  18 
eight  thoufand  and  fourteen  males,  and  feven  thoufand  and  eighty-one  females. 

wheel 
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wheel,  which  required  a  condant  fiipply  of  greafe  to  prevent  it  from  taking  fire  ;  and  as 
the  next  place  in  our  route,  likely  to  afford  a  new  wheel,  was  above  fixty  miles,  we 
prudently  returned  to  Tver.  I  confoled  myfelf  for  this  delay  ;  as  it  gave  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pay  more  attention  to  the  town  and  environs,  than  our  tranfient  flay  had  per- 
mitted. We  took  up  our  abode  at  the  fame  houfe  we  had  jull  quitted,  an  inn  kept  by 
a  German,  and  one  of  the  new  magniticent  brick  edifices  lately  ereded,  butalmoft  with- 
out furniture  or  beds. 

On  the  following  day  we  made  an  agreeable  excurfion  into  the  adjacent  country : 
after  crolling  the  Volga  over  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  the  Tvertza  over  a  raft,  we  rode 
between  the  banks  of  thofe  two  beautiful  rivers.  We  then  left  the  Volga  to  purfue  its 
courfe  towards  the  Cafpian  Sea,  watering,  as  it  palTes,  the  moft  fertile  provinces  in  Ruf- 
fia,  and  bathing  the  walls  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  and  made  a  circuit  in  the  environs  of 
Tver  :  we  frequently  flopped  to  admire  feveral  delightful  views  of  the  new  town, 
proudly  feated  upon  the  fteep  bank  of  the  Volga,  the  country  gently  Hoping  towards  the 
river. 

Tver  lies  in  the  midfl:  of  a  large  plain,  interfperfed  with  gentle  acclivities.  The 
country  produces  in  great  abundance  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buck-wheat,  hemp  and 
flax,  and  all  forts  of  vegetables.  The  forefls  yield  oak,  birch,  alder,  poplar,  mountain- 
afh,  pines,  firs,  and  junipers.  The  quadrupeds,  which  rove  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, are  elks,  bears,  wolves,  and  foxes  ;  wild  goats  and  hares ;  alfo  badgers,  martens, 
weafels,  ermines,  ferrets,  fquirrels,  and  marmottes.  The  principal  birds  are  eagles  and 
falcons,  cranes,  herons,  fwans,  wild-geefe  and,ducks,  partridges,  quails,  woodcocks  and 
fnipes,  black  game  ;  alio  crows  and  ravens,  magpies  and  blackbirds,  fparrows  and  ftar- 
lings ;  together  with  nightingales,  linnets,  larks,  and  yellow-hammers.  The  fifh  caught 
in  the  Volga  are  falmon,  fteriet,  tench,  pike,  perch,  groundlings,  gudgeons,  and  fome- 
times,  but  rarely,  fturgeon  and  beluga. 

The  fteriet,  ucipcnfer  rulbcnus  of  Linnaeus,  is  probably  peculiar  to  the  northern  parts 
of  the  globe,  and  is  a  fpecies  of  fturgeon  highly  efteemed  for  flavour,  and  for  its  roe, 
from  which  the  fineft  caviare  is  made.  It  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  fturgeons  by 
its  colour  and  inferior  fize,  being  feldom  more  than  three  feet  in  length  *,  The  top  of 
the  head  and  back  are  of  a  yellowifli  grey,  the  fides  of  the  body  whitifli,  the  belly  white, 
mixed  with  rofe-colour,  efpecially  towards  the  mouth  and  vent,  the  eyes  are  of  a  fky- 
blue,  encircled  with  white.  The  fnout  is  long  and  pointed,  comprefTed  and  fluted.  The 
mouth  is  tranfverfe,  with  thick  prominent  lips,  which  it  has  the  power  of  drawing  in- 
wards, with  a  beard,  confifting  of  four  fmall  and  foft  cirrbi,  or  wattles.  It  has  five 
rows  of  pointed  bony  imbricated  fcales,  one  upon  the  back,  two  along  the  fides,  and 
two  under  the  belly  ;  the  row  upon  the  back  begins  from  the  neck,  and  reaches  to  the 
dorfal  fin  ;  the  number  f,  by  which  Linnfeus  afcertains  the  fpecies,  and  fixes  at  fifteen, 
varies  from  fourteen  to  feventeen.  The  two  fide  rows  begin  from  the  upper  angle  of 
the  gill-covers,  and  reach  to  the  middle  of  the  tail ;  their  form  is  flat  in  the  middle, 
with  dentated  margins  turning  towards  the  tail ;  their  number  varies  from  fixty  to  fe- 
venty.  'Ihe  two  rows,  which  lie  under  the  belly,  reach  from  the  peQoral  towards  the 
ventral  fins  •,  they  are  four-fided,  much  imaller  than  thofe  upon  the  back,  and  thicker 
than  thofe  on  the  fides.  Befides  thefe  fi\'e  rows,  there  are  alio  fome  adipofe  t-ony  fcales 
between  the  tail  and  the  vent ;  their  number  invariably  five.     The  refl;  of  the  fkin  is 

»  Lepekin's  Rcife,  vol.  ii.  p.  154.  and  Pallas's  Ileife,  part  ii.  p.  446. 

+  Acipenier  Ruthenus  cirris  4.  fquaniis  dorfalibus  15.  Muf.  Fred.  I.  p.  54.  and  Taun.  Sue.  272. — In 
the  Syit.  Nat.  p.  403,  he  defines  it,  Acipenfer  ordinibus  5.  fquamarum  ofTearum,  inccrmedio  ofrici;Iis  15. 
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without  fcales,  but  extremely  rough  to  the  touch.  It  has,  like  moH:  other  fifh,  two  pec- 
toral fins,  two  ventral,  one  anal,  one  dorfal,  and  the  tail  is  forked  *.  Many  authors 
have  erred  in  fuppofing  this  fifli  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Volga  and  the  Cafpian  Sea,  for 
they  frequent  many  other  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas,  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  According  to 
Muller,  they  are  caught  in  the  Dnieper,  and  feveral  rivers  falling  into  the  Frozen  Ocean, 
particularly  the  Lena  f.  Lange  aflerts,  that  they  are  found  in  the  Yenifei ;  Pallas  de- 
icribes  them  as  inhabiting  the  Irtifli,  Oby,  and  Yaik  ;  Georgi  mentions  them  among 
the  fifh  of  the  lake  Baikal,  and  fometimes  in  the  Angara.  We  learn  from  Linnaeus,  that 
by  order  of  Frederic  L  King  of  Sweden,  fome  Uve  fterlets,  procured  from  Ruffia,  were 
thrown  into  the  lake  Masler,  where  they  propagated  |.  They  have  been  fometimes 
caught  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  and  even  in  the  Baltic  ;  yet  are  not  fuppofed  natives  of 
thole  feas,  but  (Iray  filh,  which  efcaped  from  fome  veffels  daflied  to  pieces  in  paffing  the 
falls  of  the  river  Mafta  §. 

Sept.  19.  Having  obtained  the  valuable  acquifition  of  a  new  wheel,  we  proceeded  on 
cur  journey  in  the  afternoon,  and  reached  before  the  dole  of  the  evening,  Torlhok, 
which  is  fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tvertza.  It  is  a  large  draggling  place,  con- 
fiding chiefly  of  wooden  buildings,  intermixed  with  a  few  public  (trudures,  and  brick 
houfes,  lately  erefted  at  the  expence  of  the  Emprefs. 

Although  Torfiaok  was  only  forty  miles  diftant  from  Tver,  we  efleemed  it  a  fortunate 
circumftance,  that,  during  that  fpace,  no  accident  happened  to  our  carriage.  But  we 
were  not  fo  fuccefsful  on  the  enfuing  day ;  for  the  axle-tree  breaking  about  fix  miles 
from  Vidropufk,  we  walked  to  the  village,  and  having  procured  a  temporary  axle-tree 
to  fupport  our  infirm  vehicle,  again  proceeded  in  kibitkas  as  far  as  Viflinei-Volofhok  ;  a 
place  remarkable  for  the  canal,  which,  by  uniting  the  Tvertza  and  the  Malta,  connects 
the  inland  navigation  between  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltic. 

Vilhnei-Volofliok,  one  of  the  imperial  villages  enfranchifed  by  the  Emprefs,  and  en- 
dowed with  confiderable  privileges,  has  already  reaped  many  benefits  from  its  new  im- 
munities. The  inhabitants,  raifed  from  the  fituation  of  flaves  to  that  of  freemen,  have 
fhaken  off  their  former  indolence,  and  caught  a  new  fpirit  of  emulation  aud  induftry  : 
they  have  turned  their  attention  to  trade,  and  are  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  the  commer- 
cial advantages  poffeffed  by  the  place  of  their  abode.  The  town  is  divided  into  regular 
ftreets,  and  is  already  provided  with  a  large  range  of  fhops  and  warehoufes,  which  line 
each  fide  of  the  canal.  All  the  buildings  are  of  wood,  excepting  the  court  of  juftice 
erefted  at  the  charge  of  the  Emprefs,  and  four  brick  houfes  belonging  to  a  rich  bur- 
gher. During  our  flay  at  Vifhnei-Vololhok,  we  did  not  fail  to  examine,  with  great  at- 
tention, every  part  of  the  celebrated  canal,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  in  a  future 
chapter  ||. 

Having  procured  a  new  axle-tree,  we  quitted,  on  the  sift,  Vifhnei  Volofhok,  crofied 
the  river  Shiina,  and  continued  along  a  timber  road,  carried  over  extenfiye  moraffes, 

*  The  reader  will  find  an  engraving  of  the  fterlet  in  the  Miifcum  Fred.  I.  of  Linn.'cus,  in  le  Briiyn's  Tra- 
vels, vol.  i.  p.  89  ;  and  in  Lepekin's  Rcife,  Table  9. 

t  S.  R.  R.  G.  ix.  p.  4.  Hajgold's  Rufsland,  vol.  ii.  p.  416.  Pallas's  Reife,  part  i.  p.  284.  part  ii.  p. 
446.  Georgi  Reife,  vol.  i.  p.  1 77. 

:j:   Faun.  Sue.  No.  272. 

j  Bruce  relates  in  his  Memoirs,  that  fome  veffels  •'  going  for  Peterfburgh  with  live  fifii,  called  Sterlit. 
in  paffing  the  falls  of  Ladoga,  were  beat  to  pieces,  by  which  accident  the  fidi  regained  their  liberty,  and 
fome  of  them  were  afterwards  taken  at  Cronftadt,  and  one  catched  at  Stockholm,  which  were  confidered  as 
great  curiofities,  as  none  of  them  had  ever  been  fecn  in  thofe  feas  before."     P.  112. 

^  On  the  inland  Navigation  of  Ruflia,  book  vi.  c.  7. 
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and  abounding  with  innumerable  fmall  bridges,  without  railing,  and  moftly  in  a  (battered 
ftate.  I  obferved  feveral  villages,  as  well  as  fields  and  gardens,  iurrounded  with  wooden 
pallifadoes,  about  twelve  feet  in  height,  which  prcfented  a  pifturefque  appearance.  The 
cullom  of  encirding  villages  in  this  country  with  Hakes  is  very  ancient ;  for  anicng  the 
earlieft  laws  of  Ruffia,  one  enjoins*  the  peafants,  under  pain  of  the  knoot,  to  furround 
the  towns  and  villages  with  pallifadoes.  Thefe  enclofures  v/ere  intended  as  a  defence 
againft  the  defultory  incurfions  of  the  Tartar  hordes  before  the  invention  of  gunpow- 
der ;    and  the  praftice  has  been  preferved  among  a  people  tenacious  of  old  ufages. 

The  country  was  for/ome  way  almofl:  a  continued  bog,  covered  with  foreft,  and  the 
villages  were  built  on  eminences  of  fand  rifing  out  of  the  morafs.  We  pafTed  the  night 
at  KholilofF,  a  fmall  village,  which  had  been  lately  confumed  by  fire.  Thefe  repeated 
conflagrations  will  by  no  means  appear  a  matter  of  wonder,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
the  cottages  are  built  with  wood,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  peafants,  like  thofe  in 
Poland,  ufe,  infl:ead  of  candles,  long  flips  of  lighted  deal,  which  they  carry  about  the 
houfe,  and  even  into  hay-lofts,  without  the  leail  precaution.  The  next  morning,  the 
bad  roads  having  (battered  our  new  wheel,  which  was  aukwardly  put  together,  and  al- 
ready difcovered  fymptoms  of  premature  decay,  we  (lopped  to  repair  :  but  the  repairs 
were  as  treacherous  as  the  original  fabric ;  for,  before  the  end  of  the  ftage,  it  again 
broke,  and  we  were  delayed  fome  hours  at  Yedrovo  before  we  could  venture  to  conti- 
nue our  journey.  We  now  thought  ourfelves  blelfed  v/ith  the  a(riftance  of  a  very  maf- 
terly  mechanic,  as  his  workmanfliip  lafted  to  Zimagor,  a  fmall  village,  prettily  fituated 
upon  the  borders  of  the  lake  Valdai.  The  furrounding  country  is  the  moft  agreeable 
and  diverfified  which  we  traverfed  fmce  our  departure  frotn  Mofcow.  It  rifes  into  gen- 
tle eminences,  and  abounds  with  beautiful  lakes,  prettily  fprinkled  with  woody  iflands, 
and  n<irted  with  foreft,  corn-fields,  and  padures.  The  largeft  of  thefe  lakes  is  called 
Valdai,  and  feems  about  twenty  miles  in  circumference  ;  in  the  middle  is  an  ifland  con- 
taining a  convent,  which  rifes  with  its  numerous  fpires  among  clufter^  of  furrounding 
trees  !•  Valdai,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  lake,  and  to  the  range  of  hills,  contains 
feveral  new  brick  buildings,  and  even  the  wooden  houfes  are  more  decorated  than  the 
generality  of  Ruliian  cottages  ;  it  lies  upon  an  agreeable  (lope,  and  commands  a  plea- 
sant view  of  the  lake.  The  Valdai  hills,  though  of  no  confiderable  elevation,  are  the 
higheft  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  and  feparate  the  waters  which  flow  towards  the  Caf- 
pian  from  thofe  which  take  their  courfe  to  the  Baltic.  From  their  termination,  the 
country  was  no  longer  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  and  enlivened  with  lakes  j  but  pre- 
fented  an  uniform  flat,  with  a  vafl:  extent  of  morafs. 

On  the  24th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  Bronitza,  a  village  upon  the  Mafta,  within 
20  miles  of  Novogorod.  We  took  up  our  abode  in  the  houfe  o(  a  Ruffian  pried:,  which  in 
ro  wife  diff'ered  from  the  other  buildings.  It  was  however  clean  and  comfortable ; 
having  a  chimney,  and  being  provided  with  plenty  of  wooden  and  earthen  utenfils.  The 
Prieft,  not  being  attired  in  his  clerical  habit,  was  dre(red  like  the  peafants,  and  only  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  his  long  and  flowing  haii*.  He,  his  wife,  and  the  refl:  of  the  family,  v^^ere 
bufily  employed  in  extrading  the  roe  from  large  quantities  of  fifii,  which  are  caught  in 
the  Malla,  and  with  which  an  excellent  caviare  is  prepared.  Having  obtained  from  our 
landlady  the  choiceft  of  thefe  fi(h,  and  procured  in  the  village  a  brace  of  ptarmigans,  a 

*   HaygoW,  vol.  !.  p.  357. 

f   In  this  convent  the  unfortunate  Ivan,    who  was  depcLd  by  Elizabeth,   fuffercd  a  temporary  confine- 
ment.    See  book  v.  chap.  ii. 
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bird  of  the  partridge  fpecies,  we  fauntered  out  while  fupper  was  preparing,  towards  a 
neighbouring  hill,  which  att ratted  our  attention. 

Two  miles  from  the  village,  in  the  middle  of  a  vafl  plain,  rifes,  in  a  circular  form,  an 
infulated  hill  of  fand  and  clay  ;  the  lower  parts  are  thickly  (Irewed  with  detached  pieces 
of  red  and  grey  granite,  limiiar  to  many  others  which  appear  about  the  adjacent  country, 
I  meafured  one  of  thefe  mailes,  and  found  it  twelve  feet  broad,  eight  thick,  and  five 
above  the  furface  of  the  ground  *. 

On  the  fummit  (lands  a  brick  white  waflied  church,  which  is  a  pleafing  objeft  from 
the  adjacent  grounds  f.  From  the  top  we  had  a  fingular  and  extenfive  profped.  Be- 
neath, the  country  is  fomewhat  open,  and  divided  into  large  enclofures  of  pafture  and 
corn  ;  towards  the  fouth  rife  the  Valdai  hills,  Ikirting  an  immenfe  plain,  which  ftretches 
towards  the  north,  eaft,  and  weft,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  ;  a  vafi:  cxpanfe  without  a 
fmgle  hillock  to  obftrud  the  view ;  it  feemed  an  endlefs  foreft,  dotted  with  a  few  fo- 
litary  wooden  villages,  which  appeared  fo  many  points  in  a  boundlefs  defert.  Beyond, 
at  a  great  diftance,  we  obferved  the  fpires  of  Novogorod,  and  the  lake  Ilmen  fcarcely 
difcernible  through  the  thick  gloom  of  the  trees. 

The  forwardnefs  of  the  harveft  in  this  northern  climate  has  been  already  mentioned  : 
it  had  been  fome  time  taken  in,  and  the  new  corn  was  fpringing  up  in  many  places. 
The  corn  remains,  during  winter,  buried  under  fnow;  at  the  melting  of  which,  in  fpring, 
it  (hoots  up  fpeedily  in  thefe  countries,  where  vegetation  is  rapid,  on  the  returning 
warmth  of  the  feafon.  But  as  the  fhortnefs  of  the  fummer  does  not  always  allow  the 
grain  time  to  ripen,  the  peafants  ufe  the  following  method  of  drying  it.  They  raife  a 
wooden  building,  without  windows,  fimilar  to  the  (hell  of  the  cottages  ;  under  this 
ftrufture  is  a  large  cavity,  in  which  a  fire  being  made,  the  corn  is  laid  upon  the  floor 
and  dried  ;  it  is  then  hung  upon  frames  in  the  open  air,  and  afterwards  threlhed. 

In  this  part  of  our  journey,  wepafTed  numberlefs  herds  of  oxen,  moving  towards  Pe- 
ter(burgh  ;  moft  of  them  were  driven  from  the  Ukraine,  the  neareft  part  of  which 
country  is  diftant  eight  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis.  During  this  long  progrefs 
the  drivers  feldom  enter  any  houfe  ;  they  feed  their  cattle  upon  the  (lips  of  pafture  on 
each  fide  of  the  road,  and  have  no  other  (lielter  in  bad  weather  than  the  foliage  of  the 
trees.  In  the  evening  the  ftill  filence  of  the  country  was  interrupted  by  the  occafional 
lowing  of  the  oxen,  and  carols  of  the  drivers ;  while  the  folitary  gloom  of  the  foreft 
was  enlivened  with  the  glare  of  numerous  fii-es,  furrounded  by  different  groups  of 
herdfmen  in  various  attitudes  ;  fome  were  fitting  round  the  flame,  fome  employed  in 
drefting  their  provifions,  and  others  fleeping  upon  the  bare  ground.  They  refembled, 
in  drefs  and  manners,  a  rambling  horde  of  Tartars. 

The  route  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh  is  continued  during  a  fpace  of  five  hundred 
miles,  almoft  in  a  ftraight  line  cut  through  the  foreft,  and  is  extremely  tedious :  on 
each  fide  the  trees  are  cleared  to  the  breadth  of  forty  or  fifty  paces,  and  the  whole  way 
runs  chiefly  through  endlefs  traftsof  wood,  only  broken  by  villages,  round  which,  to  a 
fmall  diftance,  the  grounds  are  open  and  cultivated. 

The  road  is  of  an  equal  breadth,  and  formed  by  trunks  |  of  trees  laid  tranfverfely, 
and  bound  down  in  the  center,  and  at  each  extremity,  by  long  poles,  or  beams,  faftened 

into 

*  See  fome  curious  conjefture<i  upon  thefe  granite  (lones  of  Bronitza,  in  Pallas's  Travels  ;  and  alfo  in 
Hiftoire  des  Decouvertes  dans  plufieurs  Contrees  de  la  Ruflia,  &c.  vol.  i    p.  42,  &c. 

f  This  eminence  was  remarkable,  in  the  times  of  idolatry,  for  an  oracular  temple,  built  in  the  place  now- 
occupied  by  the  church. 

-^  Mr.Hanvvay  makes  a  curious  calculation  of  the  number  of  trees  employed  to  make  a  road  of  one  bun- 
dled and   fifty  verfts,     "  Allowing  one  tree  with  another  to  be  nine  inches  diameter,   and  the  length 

TOL.  VI.  40  twenty- 
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into  the  ground  with  wooden  pegs  ;  thefe  trunks  are  covered  with  layers  of  boughs 
and  the  whole  is  (Irewed  over  with  fand  or  earth.  "When  the  road  is  new  it  is  re- 
markably good  ;  but  as  the  trunks  decay  or  fink  into  the  ground,  and  as  the  fand  or 
earth  is  worn  away  or  waflied  oft  by  the  rain,  it  is  broken  into  innumerr.ble  holes  ; 
and  the  jolting  of  the  carriage  over  the  bare  timber  can  better  be  conceived  than  de- 
icribed.  In  many  places  the  road  is  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  ridges,  and  the  motion  of 
the  carriage  a  continual  concuiiion,  much  greater  than  I  ever  experienced  over  the 
rougheft  pavement. 

The  villages  which  occafionally  linethis  route  are  extremelly  fimilar,  cbnfift ing  ufually 
of  a  fingle  Itreet,  with  wooden  cottages  ;  a  few  only  being  diltinguifhed  by  brick 
houfes.  The  cottages  in  thefe  parts  are  fuperior  to  thofe  between  Tolitzan  and 
Mofcov/  :  they  fecmed,  indeed,  well  fuited  to  a  jfigorous  climate ;  and  although  con- 
itruded  in  the  rudeit  manner,  are  comfortable  habitations.  The  fite  of  each  building 
is  an  oblong  fquare,  inclofed  by  a  high  wooden  wall,  with  a  penthoufe  roof,  and  ap- 
pears on  the  outfide  like  a  large  barn.  In  one  angle  of  this  inclofure  ftands  the 
houfe,  fronting  the  ftreet  of  the  village,  with  the  flair-cafe  on  the  outfide,  and  the  door 
opening  underneath  the  penthoufe  roof:  it  contains  one,  or  at  mofl  two  rooms. 

I  have  frequently  obferved,  that  beds  are  by  no  means  ufual  in  this  country ;  in- 
fomuch  that,  in  all  the  cottages  I  entered  in  RufTia,  I  only  obferved  two,  each  of 
which  contained  two  women  at  different  ends  with  their  clothes  on.  The  fainily  flept 
generally  upon  the  benches,  on  the  ground,  or  over  the  ftove  *  ;  occafionally  men, 
women,  and  children,  promifcuoufly,  without  difcrimination  of  fex  or  condition,  and 
frequently  almcft  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  In  fome  cottages  I  obferved  a  kind  of  Ihelf, 
about  fix  or  feven  feet  from  the  ground,  carried  from  one  end  of  the  room  to  the 
other ;  to  which  were  faftened  feveral  tranfverfe  planks,  and  upon  thefe  fome  of  the 
family  flept  with  their  heads  and  feet  occafionally  hanging  down,  and  appearing  to  us, 
who  were  not  accuftomed  to  fuch  places  of  repofe,  as  if  on  the  point  of  falling  to  the 
ground.  The  number  of  perfons  thus  crowded  into  a  fmall  fpace,  fonietimes  amount- 
ing to  twenty,  added  to  the  heat  of  the  ftove,  rendered  the  room  intolerably  warm, 
and  produced  afuflbcating  fmell,  which  nothing  but  ufe  enabled  us  to  fupport.  This 
inconvenience  was  ftill  more  difagreeable  in  the  cottages  not  provided  with  chimnies, 
where  the  fmoke  loaded  the  atmofphere  with  additional  impurities.  If  we  opened  the 
lattices  to  admit  frefli  air,  fuch  an  influx  of  cold  wind  rufhed  into  the  room,  that  we 
preferred  the  heat  and  effluvia  to  the  keennefs  of  the  northern  blaits. 

In  the  midft  of  every  room  hangs  from  the  cieiing  a  veflel  of  holy  water,  and  a 
lamp,  lighted  on  particular  occafions.  Every  houfe  is  provided  with  a  piclure  of  a 
faint  coarfely  daubed  on  wood,  which  frequently  i-efembles  more  a  Calmuc  idol  than 
a  human  head  :  to  this  the  people  pay  the  higheft  marks  of  veneration.  All  the 
members  of  the  family,  the  moment  they  rofe  in  the  morning,  and  before  they  retired 
to  fleep  in  the  evening,  never  omitted  their  adoration  to  the  faint :  they  crolTed  them- 
felves  during  feveral  minutes  upon  the  fides  and  forehead,  bowed  very  low,  and  fome- 
times  even  proffrated  themfelves  on  the  ground.     Every  peafant  alfo,  on  entering  the 


twenty  three  feet,  and  fuppofing  the  foundation  and  fides  to  be  only  half  fo  many  more  as  the  bridge  is 
compofed  of,  and  the  road  to  be  forty-fix  feet  wide,  here  is  ?n  expence  of  two  million  one  hundred  thoiifand 
trees  "  Hanway's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  92.  If  we  extend  this  calciilafion  over  the  whole  Rufiian  empire, 
reaching  four  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  take  in  the  different  crofs  roads,  the  expence  of  wood  mud 
be  amazing,  but  the  forefts  are  alfo  boundlefs  and  inexhauftible 

*  The  ilove  is  a -kind  of  brick  oven  ^  it  occupies  almoft  a  quarter  of  the  room,  and  is  flat  at  top. 
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room,  paid  his  obcifance  to  this  objefl  of  woifliip,  before  he  adJrefftd  hiniftlf  to  the 
family. 

The  peafants,  in  their  common  inlercourfe,  arc  remarkai)iy  polite  to  each  other : 
they  take  off  their  cap  at  meeting,  bow  ceremonioufly  and  frequently,  and  ufually 
exchange  a  falute.  They  accompany  their  ordinary  difcourfe  with  much  action 
and  innumerable  geflures,  and  are  exceedingly  ferviie  in  their  expreflions  of  de- 
ference to  their  fuperiors  :  in  accofling  a  perfon  of  confequence,  they  proftrate  ihem- 
felves,  and  even  touch  the  grounds  with  th,eir  heads.  We  were  often  flruck  at  re- 
ceiving this  kind  of  eaftern  homage,  not  only  from  beggars,  but  frequently  from 
children,  and  occafionally  from  fome  of  the  peaiants  themfelves. 

In  the  appearance  of  the  common  people,  nothing  furprifcd  us  more  than  the  enor- 
mous thicknefs  of  their  legs,  which  we  at  firfl:  conceived  to  be  their  real  dimenfions  ;  but 
the  bulk,  which  created  our  aftonifhment,  proceeded  from  the  coverings  with  which 
they  fwaddle  their  legs,  in  fummer  as  well  as  winter.  Befide  one  or  two  pair  of  thick 
worfted  ftockings,  they  envelope  their  legs  with  wrappers  of  coarfe  flannel  or  cloth, 
feveral  feet  in  length,  and  over  thefe  frequently  draw  a  pair  of  boots,  fo  lafge  as  to 
receive  their  bulky  contents  with  the  utmoll  facility. 

The  peafants  are  well  clothed,  comfortably  lodged,  and  feem  to  enjoy  plenty  of 
wholefome  food.  The  rye-bread,  whofe  blacknefs  at  firfl:  difgufts  the  eye,  and  whofe 
fournefs  the  tafte,  of  a  dehcate  traveller,  agrees  well  with  the  appetite  ;  but  as  I  became 
reconciled  to  it  from  ufe,  I  found  it  no  unpleafant  morfel :  (his  bread  is  rendered  more 
palatable  by  fluffing  it  with  onions  and  groats,  carrots,  or  green  corn,  and  feafoning  it 
with  oil.  The  other  articles  of  their  food  I  have  enumerated  on  a  former  occafion, 
in  addition  to  which  I  fliall  only  obferve,  that  muflirooms  are  fo  exceedingly  common 
in  thefe  regions  as  to  form  a  very  eflfential  part  of  their  provifion.  I  feldom  entered  a 
cottage  without  feeing  great  abundance ;  and  in  paffmg  through  the  markets,  was 
often  afloniflied  at  the  prodigious  quantity  expofed  for  fale :  the  variety  was  no 
lefs  remarkable  than  the  number  ;  they  were  of  many  colours,  amongfl;  which  I 
particularly  noticed  white,  black,  brown,  yellow,  green,  and  pink.  The  common 
drink  of  the  peafants  is  quafs,  a  fermented  liquor,  ibmewhat  like  fweet-wort,  made 
by  pouring  warm  wate/  on  rye  or  barley-meal,  and  deemed  an  excellent  antifcorbutic. 
They  are  extremely  fond  of  whifl^y,  a  fpirituous  liquor  diflilled  from  malt,  which  the 
poorefl  can  occafionally  command,  and  which  they  often  ufe  to  great  excefs. 

The  backwardncfs  of  the  Ruflian  peafants  in  the  mechanical  arts,  when  compared 
with  thofe  of  the  other  European  nations,  is  vifible  to  a  fuperficial  obferyer.  As  we 
approached  PeterflDurgh,  and  nearer  the  civilized  parts  of  Europe,  the  villagers  were 
better  furniflied  with  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  further  advanced  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  neceffary  arts,  than  thofe  who  fell  under  our  notice  between  Tolitzin  and  Mof- 
cow.  The  planks  were  lefs  frequently  hewn  with  the  axe,  and  faw-pits,  which  we 
had  long  confidered  as  objects  of  curiofity,  often  occurred  :  the  cottages  were  inore 
fpacious  and  convenient,,  provided  with  larger  windows,  and  generally  had  chimnies  ; 
they  were  alfo  more  amply  ftored  with  houfehold  furniture,  and  with  wooden,  and 
fometimes  even  earthen  utenfils.  Still,  however,  their  progrefs  towards  civilization 
is  very  inconfiderable,  and  many  inftances  of  the  groflefl  barbarifm  fell  under  our  ob- 
fer  vat  ion. 

The  inhabitants  of  different  villages  on  the  roads,  who  furnifli  poft-horfes,  are  called 
yamJlHcs,  and  enjoy  fome  peculiar  privileges.  They  are  obliged  to  fupply  all  couriers 
and  travellers  at  a  moderate  price,  in  the  dearefl  parts  at  i|d.  and  in  many  other 
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parts  at  |d.  per  veril  *  for  each  horfe  j  and,  in  conipenfation,  are  exempted  from 
the  poU-rax,  and  fupplying  recruits :  notwithltanding  thefe  immunities,  the  price 
they  receive  for  their  horfes  is  fo  inconfidcrable  that  they  frequently  produce  them 
with  the  greateft  reluctance.  The  inftant  a  traveller  demands  a  fupply  of  fredi  horfes, 
the  yamfhics  affemble  in  crowds,  and  frequently  wrangle  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  afford 
amufement  to  a  perfon  who  is  not  impatient  to  depart.  Their  fquabbles  on  this  oc- 
cafion  have  ftruck  all  travellers  who  have  given  any  account  of  this  country.  Chan- 
celer,  the  firft  Englifhman  who  landed  at  Archangel,  and  went  from  thence  to  Mofcow, 
could  not  fail  to  obferve  this  circumflance,  which  equally  prevailed  at  that  period  as 
at  prefent  t-  "  ExpreiTe  commandement  was  given,  that  poft-horfes  fhould  bee  gotten 
for  him  and  the  reft  of  his  company,  without  any  money.  Which  thing  was,  of  all 
the  Ruffes  in  the  reft  of  their  journey,  fo  willingly  done,  that  they  began  to  quarrel, 
yea,  and  to  fight  alfo,  in  ftriving  and  contending  which  of  them  Ihould  put  their  poft- 
horfes  to  the  fledde." 

In  this  deicription,  however,  Chanceler  has  made  a  ludicrous  miftake  :  for  the  objeft 
of  their  fquabbles  was  not  to  obtain,  but  to  decline,  the  honour  of  furniftiing  him  with 
horfes.  The  fame  fcene  is  often  renewed  at  prefent,  and  the  poft-mafter  not  unufually 
fettles  the  intricate  conteft  by  compelling  the  yamihics  to  draw  lots.  Indeed,  as  1  have 
before  remarked,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  a  foreigner,  who  wifiies  to  travel  with 
expedition,  not  only  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  paffport,  but  alfo  to  procure  a  Ruffian 
foldier,  who,  inftead  of  attending  to  the  arguments  of  the  peafants,  or  waiting  for  the 
ilow  mediation  of  the  poft-mafter,  fummarily  decides  the  bufinefs  by  the  powerful  in- 
terpofition  of  his  cudgel.  The  boors,  quickly  Ji/enced  by  this  dumb  mode  of  argumen- 
tation J,  find  no  difficulty  inadjufting  their  pretenfions,  and  the  horfes  almoft  inftantly 
make  their  appearance. 

In  our  route  through  Ruffia  I  was  furprized  at  the  propenfity  of  the  natives  to 
finging.  Even  the  peafmts  who  afted  in  the  capacity  of  coachmen  and  poftillions, 
were  no  fooner  mounted  than  they  began  to  warble  an  air,  and  continued  it,  without 
the  leaft  intermiffion,  for  feveral  hours.  But  what  ftill  more  aftonidied  me  was, 
that  they  performed  occafionally  in  parts.  I  frequently  obferved  them  engaged  in  a 
kind  of  mufical  dialogue,  making  reciprocal  queftions  and  refponfes,  as  if  chanting 
(if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  their  ordinary  converfation.  The  poftilions  fmg  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  a  ftage  ;  the  foldiers //y;^  during  their  march;  the  countrymen 
fing  amid  their  moft  laborious  occupations  ;  the  public-houfes  re-echo  with  theircarols; 
and  in  a  ftill  evening  I  have  frequently  heard  the  air  vibrate  with  the  notes  of  the  fur- 
rounding  villages. 

An  ingenious  author  §,  long  refident  in  Ruffia,  who  turned  his  attention  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  national  mufic,  gives  the  following  information  upon  this  fubjeft.  The 
general  mufic  that  prevails  among  the  common  people  in  Ruffia,  from  the  Duna  to 
the  Amoor  and  the  Frozen  Ocean,  confifts  in  one  fpecies  of  fimple  melody,  which 
admits  of  infinite  variation,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  finger,  or  the  cuftom  of  the 
feveral  provinces  in  this  extenfive  empire.  The  words  of  the  fongs  are  moftly  in 
profe,  and  often  extempore,  according  to  the  immediate  invention  or  recolledion  of 

•  Three  quarters  of  a  mile.     The  price  however  has  been  fince  increa/td. 
f   Hackkiyt's  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  247.  %   Argumenlum  bacuh'num. 

j"  Staehh'ii.  See  his  Naciichten  von  der  Mnfik  in  Rufsland,  in  Haygold's  Bcyhgen,  vol.  ii.  p.  60  to 
65;  where   fpecimcns  of  this  air  are  given. 
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the  finc^er  ;  perhaps  an  antient  legend,  the  hiftory  of  an  enormous  giant,  a  dcfcrlption 
of  a  beautiful  girl,  a  dialogue  between  a  lover  and  his  miftrefs,  or  the  account  of  a  mur- 
der. Sometimes  they  are  merely  letters  and  fyllables  taken  from  an  old  accidence, 
metrically  arranged,  and  adapted  to  this  general  air.  Thefe  words  are  chiefly  ufed  by 
mothers  in  fmging  to  their  children  ;  while  the  boors  perform  their  national  dance  to 
the  fame  tune,  accompanied  withinftrumental  mufic.  The  fubjed  of  the  fong  alfo  fre- 
quently alludes  to  the  adventures  of  the  finger,  or  to  his  prefent  fituation;  and  the 
peafants  adapt  the  topics  of  their  common  difcourfe  and  their  difputes  with  each  other,  to 
this  general  air ;  which,  altogether,  forms  an  extraordinary  efteft,  and  led  me  to  con- 
jefture,  that  they  chanted  their  ordinary  converfation. 


Chap.  X. — Novogorod. — Antiquity,  Power,  Grandeur,  Independence,  Decline,  Subjeciiony 
and  D(nvnfall. — Prefent  State. — Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia, — Early  Introdudion  of  Paint- 
ing into  Riijfia. — Price  of  Provifions. — Incidents  of  the  Journey  to  Peterfburgh, 

At  Bronitza  we  croflTed  the  Mafia  upon  a  raft  compofed  of  feven  or  eight  trees  rudely 
joined  together,  which  fcarcely  afforded  room  for  the  carriage  and  two  horfes.  We 
then  continued  our  route,  through  a  level  country,  to  the  banks  of  the  Volkovetz,  or 
little  Volkof,  which  we  pafTed  in  a  ferry  ;  and,  after  mounting  a  gentle  rife,  defcended 
into  the  open  marfhy  plain  of  pafture,  which  reaches,  without  interruption,  to  the  walls 
of  Novogorod.  That  town,  at  a  fmall  diflance,  exhibited  a  mofl:  magnificent  appear- 
ance, and,  from  the  great  number  of  churches  and  convents,  which  on  every  fide  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  view,  announced  our  approach  to  a  confiderable  city  j  but  our 
expeftations  were  by  no  means  realized. 

No  place  ever  filled  me  with  more  melancholy  ideas  of  fallen  grandeur,  than  Novo- 
gorod. It  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  cities  in  Ruflia  ;  and  was  formerly  called  Great 
Novogorod,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  Ruffian  towns  of  a  fimilar  appellation  *.  Ac- 
cording to  Neflor,  the  earlieft  of  the  Ruffian  hiltorians,  it  was  built  at  the  fame  time 
with  Kiof,  in  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  by  a  Sclavonian  horde,  who  ilTued  from 
the  banks  of  the  Volga.  Its  antiquity  is  proved  by  a  paflage  in  the  Gothic  hifloriaii, 
Jornandes,  in  which  it  is  called  Civitas  Nova,  or  New  Town  f-  We  have  little  infight 
into  its  hiflory  before  the  ninth  century,  when  Ruric,  the  firft  Great-duke  of  Ruffia, 
made  it  the  metropolis  of  his  vafl  dominions.  The  year  fubfequent  to  his  death,  in  879, 
the  feat  of  government  was  removed,  under  his  fon  Igor  then  an  infant,  to  Kiof ;  and 
Novogorod  continued  above  a  century  under  the  jurifdidion  of  governors  nominated 
by  the  Great  Dukes.  At  length,  in  970,  Svatoflaf,  the  fon  of  Igor,  created  his  third 
fon  Vlodimir  Duke  of  Novogorod  :  Vlodimir,  fucceeding  his  father  in  the  throne  of 
Ruffia,  ceded  the  town  to  his  fon  Yaroflaf ;  who,  in  1036,  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
confiderable  privileges,  that  laid  the  foundation  of  their  liberty.  From  this  period  No- 
vogorod was  for  a  long  time  governed  by  its  own  Dukes  :  thefe  Sovereigns  were  at  firll 
fubordinate  to  the  Great  Dukes,  who  refided  at  Kiof  and  Volodimir ;  but  afterwards, 
as  the  town  increafed  in  population  and  wealth,  gradually  ufurped  an  abfoiute  inde- 
pendency J. 

*   Niftioei  Novogorod,  and  Novogorod  Severlkiii. 

■j-  Sclavini  a  Civitate  Nova  et  Sclavino  Rumunenfi,  et  lacu  qui  appellatur  Miifianus,  &c.     The  lake  I'a 
the  Ilmen,  and  the  Civitas  Nova,  Novogorod.     S.  R.  G.  Vol.  v.  p.  383. 
X  S.  R.  G.  Vol.  V.  p.  397. 
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But  while  they  thus  fliook  off  the  yoke  of  a  diftant  lord,  they  were  unable  to  main- 
tain their  authority  over  their  own  fubjeds.  Although  the  fucceffion  continued  in  the 
fame  family  ;  yet,  as  the  Dukes  were  elected  by  the  inhabitants,  they  gradually  bar- 
tered, as  the  price  of  their  nomination,  all  their  moll  valuable  prerogatives.  They  were 
alfo  fo  frequently  depofed,  that,  for  near  two  centuries,  the  hit  of  the  Dukes  relembles 
more  a  calendar  of  annual  magiftrates,  than  a  regular  line  of  hereditary  Princes ,  and, 
in  eflect,  Novogorod  was  a  republic  under  the  juril'dicliou  of  a  nominal  Sovereign.  The 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants,  however  unfavourable  to  the  power  of  the  Dukes, 
proved  extremely  beneficial  to  the  real  interefts  of  the  town:  it  became  the  great  mart 
of  trade  between  Rufiia  and  the  Hanfeatic  cities,  and  made  rapid  advances  in  opulence 
and  population.  At  this  period  its  dominions  were  fo  extenfive  *,  its  power  fo  great, 
and  its  fituation  fo  impregnable,  as  to  give  rife  to'  a  proverb,  "  Who  can  refifl:  the  Gods 
and  Great  Novogorod  t  ?" 

It  continued  in  this  flourifning  ftate  until  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  when 
the  Great  Dukes  of  Ruflia,  who  ftill  retained  the  title  of  Dukes  of  Novogorod,  having 
transferred  their  refidence  from  Kiof  to  Volodimir,  and  afterwards  to  Mofcow,  laid  claim 
to  its  feudal  fovereignty;  a  demand  which  the  inhabitants  fomeumes  evaded  by  compo- 
fition,  fometimes  by  refiftance,  but  were  fometimes  compelled  to  acknowledge.  At 
length,  in  1471,  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  1.  having  fecured  his  dominions  againfl:  the  inroads  of 
the  Tartars,  and  extended  his  empire  by  the  conquefl  of  the  neighbouring  principalities, 
afferted  his  right  to  the  fovereignty  of  Novogorod,  and  enforced  his  pretenfions  by  a 
formidable  army.  He  vanquilhed  the  troops  of  the  republic,  and  having  forced  the 
citizens  to  acknowledge  his  claims,  appointed  a  governor,  who  was  permitted  to  rcfide 
in  the  town,  and  exercife  the  authority  formerly  vefted  in  their  own  Dukes  |.  This 
power,  however,  being  exceedingly  limited,  left  them  in  the  entire  poffeffion  of  their 
moft  valuable  immunities:  they  retained  their  own  laws,  chofe  their  own  magiftrates, 
and  the  governor  never  interfered  in  public  affairs,  except  by  appeal. 

Ivan,  by  bo  iReans  contented  with  this  limited  fpecies  of  government,  watched  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  extending  his  authority,  and,  in  1477,  ^^^"^  ^^^S^  ^°  ^^^  town. 
His  defigns  being  abetted  by  internal  feuds,  the  inhabitants  were  conftrained  to  fubfcribe 
to  the  conditions  impofed  by  the  haughty  conqueror.  The  gates  were  thrown  open  > 
the  Great  Duke  entered  the  place  in  the  charadlcr  of  Sovereign,  and  the  people,  ten- 
dering the  oath  of  allegiance,  dehvered  into  his  hands  the  charter  of  their  liberties,  which 
unanimity  would  lllll  have  preferved  inviolate.  One  circumftance,  recorded  by  hiflo- 
rians  as  a  proof  of  unconditional  fubjeftion,  was  the  removal  of  an  enormous  bell  from 
Novogorod  to  Mofcow,  denominated  by  the  inhabitants  eternal,  and  revered  as  the  palal- 
dium  of  their  liberty  and  the  fymbol  of  their  privileges.  It  was  fufpended  in  the  market- 
place ;  the  facred  found  drew  the  people  indantly  from  the  moft  remote  parts,  and 
tolled  the  fignal  of  foreign  danger  or  inteftine  tumult.  The  Great  Duke  peremptorily 
demanded  this  objeft  of  public  veneration,  which  he  called  "  The  /arum  of  /edition  ;" 
and  the  inhabitants  confidcred  its  furrender  as  rhe  fure  prelude  of  departing  liberty. 

From  this  period  the  Great  Duke  became  in  effect  abfolute  Sovereign  of  Novogorod, 
although  the  oftenfible  forms  of  government  were  ftill  preferved  :  to  enfure  the  obedi- 
ence of  his  new  fubjeds,  he  tranfplanted  above  a  thoufand  of  the  principal  citizens  to 


« 


Its  territory  exteiulid  to  the  north  as  far  as  tlie  fionticrs  of  Livon  a  and  FinlaHd,  and  compn'fed  great 
part  of  the  province  ol  Archangel,  and  a  large  diiliiifl  beyond  the  north  vvcllern  limiisot  Siberia. 

+  aiuis  contra  Deos  ct  Magiiam  Novogard'wm  ? 

\  The  government  was  iimilar  to  that  of  the  German  republics,  who  acknowledge  the  Emperor  as  their 
liegelord,  but  are  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  their  own  magiftrates. 

IMofcow, 
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Mofcow,  and  other  towns  ;  and  fecured  the  Kremlin  of  Novogorod  with  ftrong  walls  of 
brick.  Notwithftanding  the  defpotifm  to  which  the  inhabitants  were  fubjeft,  and  the 
oppreffion  which  they  experienced  from  Ivan  and  his  fucceffors,  yet  Novogorod  fliU 
continued  the  largeft  and  moft  commercial  city  in  all  Ruflia,  as  will  appear  from  the 
defcription  of  Richard  Chanceler,  who  paffed  through  it  in  1554  in  his  way  to  Mofcow. 
"  Next  unto  Mofcow  the  city  of  Novogorod  is  reputed  the  chiefeil  of  RufTia  ;  for 
although  it  be  in  majeflie  inferior  to  it,  yet  in  grcatnefle  it  goeth  beyond  it.  It  is  the 
chiefeit  and  greateft  marte  towne  of  all  Mofcovie  ;  and  albeit  the  Emperor's  feate  is  not 
there,  but  at  Mofco,  yet  the  commodioufnefle  of  the  river,  falling  into  that  gulfe  which 
is  called  Sinus  Finnicus,  whereby  it  is  well  frequented  by  merchants,  makes  it  more 
famous  than  Mofco  itfelf  *." 

Its  population,  during  this  period,  was  fo  great,  that  in  1508,  above  fifteen  thoufand 
perfons  cHed  of  an  epidemical  diforder  f  ;  more  than  double  the  number  of  the  prefent 
inhabitants.  In  its  mofl:  flourifliing  condition  it  contained  at  lead  four  hundred  thoufand 
fouls  J.  Under  the  reign  of  Ivan  VaffiHevitch  II.  the  profperity  of  Novogorod  experi- 
enced a  fatal  downfall;  that  monarch  having,  in  1570,  difcovered  a  fecret  correfpon- 
dence  between  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  and  Sigifmond  Auguftus  King  of  Po- 
land, relative  to  afurrender  of  the  city  into  his  hands,  punifhed  them  in  the  mofl  inhu- 
man manner.  He  repaired  in  perfon  to  Novogorod,  and  appointed  a  court  of  inquiry, 
juftly  denominated  the  tribunal  of  blood.  Contemporary  hiftorians  relate  that  its  pro- 
ceedings continued  during  the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  and  that  on  each  day  of  this  fatal 
period  more  than  five  hundred  inhabitants  fell  viftims  to  the  vengeance  of  incenfed  def- 
potifm. According  to  fome  authors,  twenty-five  thoufand,  according  to  others,  more 
than  thirty  thoufand  perfons  perifhed  in  this  dreadful  carnage.  Thofe  writers,  who 
were  the  Tzar's  enemies,  have  probably  exaggerated  the  number  of  thefe  executions; 
and  it  is  but  juflice  to  add,  that  fome  circumftances  in  their  relations  are  unqueftionably 
falfe :  but  though  we  ought  not  to  give  implicit  credit  to  all  the  accounts  recorded  by 
his  adverfaries ;  yet,  even  by  the  coufeflion  of  his  apologias,  there  flill  remains  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  of  his  favage  ferocity  in  this  barbarous  tranfaflion,  which  equals  if  not 
furpaffes  in  cruelty,  the  maffacre  at  Stockholm  under  Chriftian  II. 

This  horrid  cataftrophe  and  the  fubfequent  oppreffions  which  the  town  experienced 
from  that  great  though  fanguinary  Prince,  impaired  its  ffrength  j  and  it  is  defcribed  as 
a  place  of  defolation  by  Uhlfield,  the  Danifh  AmbafTador.  But  although  the  fplendour 
of  this  once  flourifliing  town  received  a  confiderable  diminution  ;  yet  it  was  not  totally 
obfcured  until  the  foundation'of  Peterfburgh,  whither  Peter  the  Great  transferred  all 
the  commerce  of  the  Baltic,  which  before  centered  in  Novogorod. 

The  prefent  town  is  furrounded  by  a  rampart  of  earth,  with  a  range  of  old  towers  at 
regular  diflances,  forming  a  circumference  of  fcarcely  a  mile  and  an  half;  and  even 
this  inconfiderable  circle  includes  much  open  fpace,  and  many  houfes  which  are  not 
inhabited.  As  Novogorod  was  built  after  the  manner  of  the  antient  towns  of  this 
country,  in  the  Afiatic  ftyle,  this  rampart,  like  that  of  the  Semlainogorod  at  Mofcow, 
probably  enclofed  feveral  interior  circles  :  without  it  was  a  vaft  extenfive  fuburb,  which 
reached  to  the  diftance  of  fix  miles,  and  included  all  the  convents  and  churches,  the 

*  Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  251.  f  S.  R.  G.  vol.  v.  p   494. 

1  According  to  Heym,  Novogorod  in  1 783  contained  futy  two  churches,  fix  convents,  and  exclufive  of 
twelve  public  buildings,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twelve  houfes,  of  which  only  thirty-nine  were  of 
brick.  The  population  amounted  to  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-two  males,  and  three  thou- 
fand ftven  hundred  and  eighty  four  females. 

antient 
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antient  ducal  palace,  and  other  ftrufturcs,  that  now  make  a  fplendid  but  folitary  appear- 
ance in  the  adjacent  plain. 

Novogorod  ftretches  on  both  fides  of  the  Volkof,  a  beautiful  river  of  confiderable  depth 
and  rapidity,  and  fomewhat  broader  than  the  Thames  at  Windfor.  This  river  feparates 
the  town  into  two  divifions  ;  the  Trading  Part,  and  the  Quarter  of  St.  Sophia,  which  are 
united  by  means  of  a  bridge,  partly  of  wood  and  partly  of  brick. 

The  firft  divifion,  or  the  Trading  Part,  is,  excepting  the  Governor's  houfe,  a  rude  cluf- 
ter  of  wooden  habitations,  and  in  no  other  refped;  didinguilhed  from  the  common  vil- 
lages than  by  numerous  brick  churches  and  convents,  melancholy  monuments  of  former 
magnificence.  In  all  parts  I  was  llruck  with  thefe  remains  of  ruined  grandeur  ;  while 
half-cultivated  fields  enclofed  within  high  palifadoes,  and  large  fpaces  covered  with  net- 
tles, attefled  prefent  defolation.  Towards  its  extremity  a  brick  edifice,  and  feveral  de- 
tached ftrudlures  of  the  fame  materials,  erefted  at  the  Emprefs's  expence,  for  a  manu- 
fadture  of  ropes  and  fails,  exhibited  a  fplendid  figure  when  contrafted  with  the  furround- 
ing  hovels. 

The  oppofite  divifion,  denominated  the  Quarter  of  St.  Sophia,  derives  its  appellation 
from  the  cathedral,  and  comprehends  the  fortrefs  or  Kremlin  erefted  for  the  purpofeof 
curbing  the  inhabitants,  and  preventing  frequent  infurreftions.  It  is  of  an  oval  form, 
and  furrounded  by  a  high  brick  wall,  ftrcngthened  with  round  and  fquare  tovver;s :  the 
wall  is  fimilar  to  that  which  enclofes  the  Kremlui  at  Mofcow,  and  was  alfo  built  in  1490 
by  the  Italian  architect  Solario,  of  Milan,  at  the  order  of  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  I.  foon  after 
the  conquefl:  of  Novogorod.  The  fortrefs  contains  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  the  old 
archiepifcopal  manfion  with  the  ftair-cafe  on  the  outfide,  part  of  a  new  palace  not 
finifhed,  and  a  few  other  brick  buildings  ;  but  the  remaining  fpace  is  a  walle,  overfpread 
with  weeds  and  nettles,  and  covered  with  ruins. 

The  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  one  of  the  mod  antient  churches  in  Ruffia,  was  begun 
in  1044  by  Vlodimir  Yaroflavitch,  Duke  of  Novogorod,  and  completed  in  1051  *.  It 
was  probably  conftrufted  foon  after  Chriftianity  was  introduced  into  Ruflia  by  the 
Greeks,  and  called  St.  Sophia,  from  the  church  of  that  name  in  Confiantinople.  It  is 
a  high  fquare  building,  with  a  gilded  cupola,  and  four  tin  domes.  We  entered  this 
venerable  pile  through  a  pair  of  brazen  gates  ornamented  with  various  figures  in  alto 
relievo,  reprefenting  the  Pafiion  of  our  Saviour,  and  other  fcriptural  hiftories.  Accord- 
ing  to  tradition,  thefe  gates  were  brought  from  the  antient  town  of  Cherfon,  where 
Vlodimir  the  Great  was  baptized,  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  Grecian  workmanfliip,  and  are 
in  confequence  of  this  perfuafion  called  Korfunfkie  Dveri,  the  doors  of  Cherfon.  But 
if  we  admit  the  truth  of  this  tradition,  how  fhall  we  account  for  the  Latin  characters 
with  which  they  are  infcribed. 

p.  e.  WICKMANNVS   MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER  epe  DEBLVCICH.  _ 
AVE  MARIA  GPACIAPLEHS  DHS  "EECVGL 

The  firft  part  of  this  infcription  feems  to  prove  rather,  that  they  came  from  Magde- 
burgh  in  Germany  ;  a  circumftance  by  no  means  improbable,  as  the  inhabitants  of  No- 
vogorod maintained,  in  thofe  early  times,  a  no  lefs  frequent  intercourfe  with  Germany 
than  with  Greece. 

*  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  39S.  A  wooden  church  of  ihe  fame  name  was  contlrucled  about  the  year  looo, 
by  Joachim,  the  firfl  Bifhop  of  Novogorod,  on  the  fpot  where  this  cathedral  now  Hands.     Ibid.  p.  394. 
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In  the  infide  of  this  cathedral  arc  twelve  mafTy  piers  white-wafhcd,  which,  as  well  as 
the  walls,  are  thickly  covered  with  the  reprefentations  of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  of  various  faints.  Some  of  thefe  paintings  are  of  very  high  antiquity,  and  probablv 
anterior  to  the  revival  of  the  art  in  Italy.  Many  of  the  figures  are  finiflied  in  a  hard  fiat 
Jlylc  of  colouring  upon  a  gold  ground,  and  exactly  finiiiar  to  thofe  of  the  Greek  artilts, 
by  whom,  according  to  Vafari,  painting  wns  firft  introduced  into  Italy. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  foine  Greek  artifts  invited  to  Flo- 
rence, painted  a  chapel  in  iho  church  of  Santa  Maria  Novella.  Although  their  defign 
and  colouring  were  bard  and  flat,  and  they  chiefly  reprefentcd  the  figures  on  a  field  of 
gold;  yet  their  produdions  were  much  admired  in  that  ignorant  century.  Cimabue, 
who  was  then  a  boy,  ftruck  with  their  performance,  was  accuflomed  to  pafs  all  the  time 
he  could  Ileal  from  fchool  in  contemplating  the  progrcfs  of  their  work.  His  enthufiafm 
being  thus  kindled,  he  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  an  art  to  which  his 
genius  feemed  inclined.  His  firft  compofitions  had  all  the  defedls  of  the  mafters  whom 
he  imitated  ;  but  he  gradually  improved  as  he  advanced,  and  laid  the  firft  rude  founda- 
■  tion  of  that  aftonifliing  excellence  which  the  fchools  of  Italy  afterwards  attaihed. 

As  painting  was  brought  into  Italy  from  the  Greek  empire,  when  there  was  fcarcely 
any  connexion  between  thofe  two  countries,  we  may  be  well  aflured  it  was  introduced 
at  a  more  early  period  into  RuiTia,  from  the  fame  quarter;  not  only  becaufe  a  conflant 
intercourfe  had  been  long  maintained  between  the  Great  Dukes  and  Emperors  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  becaufe  the  Patriarch  was  formerly  the  head  of  the  church  eftablilhed  in 
Ruffia;  but  likewife  becaufe  the  Ruflians  being  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  the  Greeks, 
were  accuftomed,  after  their  example,  to  decorate  their  temples  with  various  figures, 
and  muft  have  received  from  them  many  portraits  of  faints,  which  form  in  their  religion 
a  neceflary  part  of  divine  worfliip.  We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Sophia,  which  was  built  in  the  eleventh  century,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  antient 
churches  of  Ruffia,  was  ornamented  with  figures  of  faints  by  the  Greek  artifts,  whom 
the  Great  Dukes  of  Novogorod  drew  from  Conftantinople.  The  reprefentations  in 
queftion,  indeed,  are  fuch  mere  daubings,  as  not  to  deferve  a  particular  inquiry,  if  it 
did  not  affift  in  illuftrating  the  progrefs  of  the  liberal  arts,  and  afcertaining  the  early  in- 
troduGion  of  painting  into  this  country,  at  a  period  when  It  was  probably  unknown 
even  in  Italy  *. 

Several  Princes  of  the  ducal  family  of  Ruffia  are  interred  In  this  cathedral.  The  firfl 
Is  Vlodimir  Yaroflavitch,  who  was  born  in  102c,  died  in  1051  f,  and  buried  in  this 
church,  which  he  had  jufh  completed.  Befides  his  tomb,  are  thofe  of  his  mother  Anne, 
daughter  of  the  eaflern  Emperor  Romanus,  his  wife  Alexandra,  his  brother  Micfliflaf, 
and  laftly,  of  Feodor,  brother  of  Alexander  Nevfki,  who  died  in  1228.  The  moft 
antient  of  thefe  fepulchres  are  of  carved  wood  gilt,  filvered,  and  furrounded  with 
Iron  rails  ;  the  others  are  of  brick  and  mortar.  Within  the  fandtuary  the  walls  are 
covered  with  Mofaic  compartments,  of  coarfe  workmatiflilp,  but  curious  from  their 
antiquity. 

Our  landlord  is  a  German,  and  his  inn,  though  fmall,  one  of  the  moft  commodious 
we  had  hitherto  met  with  in  Ruffia  ;  it  was  neatly  furniflied,  and  afforded  beds,  an 
article  of  fingular  luxui-y  in  this  country,  which  we  had  no  fmall  difficulty  to  procure^ 
even  in  the  city  of  Mofcow. 

*  Jam  diu  pingunt  Rutheni,  et  quis  credat  ?  feculo  duodecimo,  fays  Falconi.—  See  Eflaifur  la  Bib.  kc. 
p.  19. 

■j-  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  399, 
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By  the  afliflance  of  our  landlord  we  obtained  the  price  of  proviflons  in  thefe  parts  * : 

s.  d.  s.        d. 

Butcher's  meat  per  Ruffian  pound  tj        •-         -  o       j|     to  o     2 

Black  bread  per  ditto,  -  -         -         -  o       of 

White  common  ditto,      _         -         -         .         -  o        1 
French  ditto,          ..,-.-02 

Butter  ditto,  -         -         -         -         .-  04 

Ten  eggs  from       -         -         -         -         -.-  o       i|too5 

Pair  of  fowls  from  -         -         -         -         -  131018 

Fatted  goofe,  ......  10 

Couple  of  wild  ducks,  .         _         .         .  o       6 

Tame  ditto,  -         -         -         -         --  13- 

Brace  of  Partridges,        -----  o     lo 

Black  game,  cock  and  hen,     -         -         -         -  16 

Hare, o       71 

Quart  of  milk,      - oii 

Bed  fpirituous  liquors  per  quart,  -         -  ^        Si 

Worft  fort, o       8|      - 

Pair  of  peafant's  leather  fhoes,  ---13 

Boots,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -  410 

Round  hat, "3 

Peafant's  fhirt,  no  collar  or  wriftband,  and  very  fhort,  i       3 

Our  coach  being  much  (battered  by  the  bad  road«,  we  left  it  at  Novogorod,  and  eon- 
tinued  our  journey  in  kibitkas.^  the  common  carriages  of  the  country.       A  kibitka  is  a 
fmall  cart,  capable  of  containing  two  perfons  abreaft,  while  the  driver  fits  upon  the  fur- 
ther extremity  clofe  to  the  horfe's  tails.     It  is  about  five  feet  in  length,  and  the  hinder 
half  is  covered  with  a  femi-circular  tilt,  open  in  front  like  the  top  of  a  cradle,  made  of 
laths  interwoven  and  covered  with  birch  or  beech  bark.     There  is  not  a  piece  of  iron 
in  the  whole  machine.      It  has  no  fprings,  and  is  faltened  by  means  of  wooden  pins, 
ropes,  and  flicks,  to  the  body  of  the  carriage.     The  Ruffians,  when  they  travel  in  thefe 
kibitkas,  place  a  feather-bed  in  the  bottom,  admirably  calculated  to  break  the  intoler- 
able jolts  and  concuffions,  occafioned  by  the  uneven  timber  roads.     With  this  precau- 
tion, a  kibitka,  though  inferior  in  fplendour,  equals  in  comfort  the  mofl  commodious 
vehicle.     The  traveller  ftretches  himfelf  at  length  upon  the  feather-bed,  and  if  inclined, 
may  dofe  away  the  journey  in  perfeft  tranquillity.     But  being  novices  in  the  method  of 
equipping  this  fpecies  of  conveyance,  we  fuffered  a  layer  of  trunks  and  other  hard  bag- 
gage to  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  feather-beds :  thefe  fubltances,  fo  much  more 
bulky,  and  fo  much  lefs  yielding  than  down,  obliged  us  either  to  fit  under  the  tilt  in  a 
Hoping  poflure,  or  upon  the  narrow  edge  of  the  carriage  ;  in  the  alternate  enjoyment 
of  which  delegable  pofitions  we  pafled  twelve  hours  without  intermiffion,  and  with  no 
refrefhment.      Thofe  who  have  ever  regaled  themfelves  amid  ft  a  pile  of  loofe  trunks 
and  boxes  in  the  balket  of  a  heavy-laden  ftage  coach,  over  the  roughefl  pavement, 
would  efteem  that  mode  of  conveyance  luxury  to  what  we  experienced.      Our  impa- 
tience, however,  to  reach  Peterfburg  beguiled  in  fome  meafure  the  bruifes  we  received 
from  our  kibitkas  and  their  contents,  and  induced  us  to  perfevere  in  our  route  till  after 
tea  at  night  j  when,  being  depofited  in  a  fniall  village,  I  had  fcarcely  ftrength  remain- 

•  A  Ruffian  pound — 14^  Englirti  ounces.  f  '778. 
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ing  to  crawl  to  fome  frefli  flravv  fpread  for  our  beds  in  the  corner  of  an  unfurniflicd  inn. 
"With  the  comforts  of  this  delightful  place  of  repofe  I  was  fo  enamoured,  that  I  covild 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  relinquidi  it  even  for  a  few  minutes,  for  the  enjoyment  of  an 
excellent  ragout  prepared  by  our  fervant,  which  a  conftant  falling  fmce  nine  in  the 
morning  tended  greatly  to  recommend. 

A  tolerable  night's  reft,  and  the  profpefl:  of  only  fifty  miles  between  us  and  Peterf- 
burgh,  induced  us  to  re-alTume  our  former  Rations,  and  to  brave  a  repetition  of  our 
fatigue.  The  country  we  pafled  through  was  ill  calculated  to  alleviate  our  fufferings, 
by  transferring  our  attention  from  ourfelves  to  the  furrounding  objeds.  Excepting 
the  environs  of  Novogorod,  which  were  tolerably  open,  the  road  made  of  timber,  and 
as  ftraight  as  an  arrow,  ran  through  a  perpetual  foreft,  without  the  lead  intermixture 
of  hill  or  dale,  and  vviih  few  flips  of  cultivated  ground.  Through  this  dreary  extent, 
the  gloomy  uniformity  of  the  foreft  vi'as  only  broken  by  a  few  folitary  villages,  at  Ion? 
diftances  from  each  other,  without  the  intervention  of  a  fingle  houfe.  Itchora,  the  lalt 
village  at  which  we  changed  horfes,  though  but  twenty  miles  from  the  capital,  was  fmall 
and  wretched,  and  the  adjacent  country  as  inhofpitable  and  unpeopled  as  that  we  had  al- 
ready pafled.  About  ten  miles  from  Itchora  we  fuddenly  turned  to  the  right,  and  the 
fcene  inftantly  brightened  :  the  woods  gave  way  to  cultivation,  the  country  began  to  be 
enlivened  with  houfes,  the  inequalities  ot  the  timber  road  were  fucceeded  by  the  level 
of  a  fpacious  caufeway,  equal  to  the  fineft  turnpikes  of  England,  the  end  of  each  verft  * 
was  marked  with  fuperb  mile-ftones  of  granite  and  marble,  and  a  long  avenue  of  trees 
was  clofed  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles  with  a  view  of  Peterfburgh,  the  objedl  of  our 
wifhes,  and  the  termination  of  our  labours. 


Chap.  III. — Jujiijication  of  Peter  the  Great  for  transferring  the  Seat  of  Empire  from 
Mofcow  to  St.  Peterfburgh. — Defcription  of  the  new  Metropolis — Foundation  and 
Progrefs. — Circumference  and  Population. — Inundations  of  the  Neva. — Remarkable 
Flood  in  1777. — Bridge  of  Pontoons. — Plan  for  a  Bridge  of  a  fingle  Arch  acrofs  the 
Neva  — Coloffal  Statue  of  Peter  the  Great. — Account  of  the  Pedefial,  and  its  Conveyance 
to  Peterfburgh. — General  Obfervations  on  the  Weather  during  the  Winter. — Precautions 
againfl  the  Cold. — Diverfwni  and  Winter  Scenes  upon  the  Neva. — Ice  Hills. — Annual 
Fair. 

SAINT  Peterfburgh  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  59'  56'  23'''  north,  and  longitude 
30°  25'  eaft,  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  It  llands  upon  the  Neva,  near  the 
Gulph  of  Finland,  and  is  built  partly  on  fome  iflands  in  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and 
partly  on  the  continent.  The  principal  divifions  are:  i.  The  Admiralty  quarter. 
2.  The  Vaflili  Oftroff.  3.  The  fortrefs.  4.  The  Ifland  of  St.  Peterlburghj  and 
5.  The  various  fuburbs,  called  the  fuburbs  of  Livonia,  of  Mofcow,  of  Alexander  Nev- 
Iki,  and  of  Wiburgh.  Their  refpedtive  fituation  will  be  better  explained  by  the  an- 
nexed plan  of  the  town,  than  by  the  moft  elaborate  defcription. 

Peter  the  Great  incurred  confiderable  cenfure  for  transferring  the  feat  of  empire 
from  Mofcow  to  St.  Peterfbargh  ;  it  has  been  urged,  with  fome  degree  of  plaufibility, 
that  he  was  in  eflfedt  more  an  Afialic  than  an  European  fovereign ;  that  Mofcow,  lying 

*  Throughout  all  the  high  toads  of  Ruffia,  each  verft  (or  three  quartero  of  a  milej  is  marked  by  a  woodea 
poft,  about  twelve  fett  in  height, painted  red. 
f  Ollrof  fignifies  lUand. 

4  p  3  nearer 


66o  coxe's  travels  in  russia. 

nearer  to  the  center  of  his  dominions,  was  better  calculated  for  the  imperial  refidence  ; 
and  that,  by  removing  his  capital,  he  neglefted  the  interior  provinces,  and  facrificed 
every  confideration  to  his  predileflion  for  the  fettlements  upon  the  BaUic. 

But  although  Peterfburgh  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  Rufiia,  he  did  not  neglect 
any  other  part  of  his  vaft  dominions.     On  the  contrary,  he  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  his 
Afiatic  than  to  his  European  provinces  ;    his  repeated   negotiations  with   the  Chinefe, 
his  campaigns  againft  the  Turks,  and  his  conqueil  of  the  Perfian  provinces,  which  bor- 
der upon  the  Cafpian,  prove  the  truth  of  this  aflertion.     It  is  no  lefs  obvious,  that  Eu- 
rope was  the  quarter  from  whence  the  greated  danger  to  his  throne  impended  ;    that  the 
Swedes  were  his  mod  formidable  enemies,  and  from  them  the  very  exiftence  of  his  em- 
pire was  threatened  with  annihilation.     It  was  not  by  leading  his  troops  againft  the  de- 
fultory  bands  of  Turks  or  Perfians,  that  he  acquired  a  folid  military  force  ;   but  by  train- 
ing them  to  endure  the  firin  attack  of  regular  battalions,   and  to  learn  to  conquer  from 
repeated  defeats  ;    with  this  defign,  the  nearer  he  fixed  his  feat  to  the  borders  of  Swe- 
den, whofe  veterans  had  long  been  the  terror  of  the  north,  the  more  readily  his  troops 
would  imbibe  their  military  fpirit,  and  learn  their  well  regulated  manoeuvres.     Add  to 
this,  that  the  proteSion  of  the  new  commerce,  which  he  opened  through  the  Baltic,  de- 
pended upon  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a  naval  force,  which  required  his  immedi- 
ate and  almolt  continual  infpecf  ion.     To  this  circumftance  alone  is  owing  the  rapid  and 
refpedable  rife  of  the  Ruflian  power,  its  preponderance  in  the  north,  and  political  im- 
portance in  the  fcale  of  Europe.     In  a  word,  had  not  Peter  transferred  the  feat  of   go- 
vernment to  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic,  the  Rullian  navy  had  never  rode  triumphant  in  the 
Turkilh  feas  ;  and  Catharine  II.  had  never  flood  forth  the  arbitrefs  of  the  north,  and 
the  mediatrix  *  of  Europe. 

The  internal  improvement  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  the  great  object  of  Peter's  reign, 
was  confiderably  advanced  by  approaching  the  capital  to  the  more  civilized  parts  of  Eu- 
rope ;  by  this  means  he  drew  the  nobility  from  their  rude  magnificence  and  feudal  dig- 
nity at  Mofcow,  to  a  more  immediate  dependence  upon  the  Sovereign,  to  more  polifhed 
manners,  to  a  greater  degree  of  focial  intercourfe.  Nor  did  any  other  caufe,  perhaps, 
fo  much  tend  to  promote  his  plans  for  the  civilization  of  his  fubjeds,  as  the  removal  of 
the  imperial  feat  from  the  inland  provinces  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland. 

In  oppofition,  therefore,  to  the  cenfurers  of  Peter,  we  cannot  but  efteem  this  act  as 
extremely  beneficial,  and  might  even  venture  to  afifert,  that  if,  by  any  revoluiion  of  Eu- 
rope, this  empire  fhould  lofe  its  acquifitions  on  the  Baltic  ;  if  the  court  fhould  repair  to 
Mofcow,  and  maintain  a  fainter  connection  with  the  European  powers  before  anelfential 
reformation  in  the  manners  of  the  people  takes  place ;  Ruffia  would  foon  relapfe  into 
her  original  barbarifm,  and  no  traces  of  the  memorable  improvements  introduced  by 
Peter  I.  and  Catharine  II.  be  found  but  in  the  annals  of  hiflory. 

In  walking  about  this  metropolis  I  was  filled  with  aftonifhment  on  reflecting,  that  fo 
late  as  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  ground  on  which  Peterfburgh  now  Hands  was  a. 
morafs  occupied  by  a  few  fifhermen's  huts.  The  firfl  building  of  the  city  is  fo  recent 
as  to  be  almoft  remembered  by  perfons  now  alive,  and  its  gradual  progrefs  is  traced 
without  difficulty.  Peter  the  Great  having  wrefted  Ingria  from  the  Swedes,  and  ad- 
vanced the  boundaries  of  his  empire  to  the  Ihores  of  the  Baltic,  determined  to  ere£t  a 
fortrefs  upon  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  Neva,  for  protecting  his  conquers,  and 

♦  It  muil  be  remembered,  that  Catharine  II.  mediated  the  peace  of  Tefchcn,  in  1799,  between  the  Era- 
f  eror  of  Germany  and  the  King  of'  PrulCa. 

opening 
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opening  a  new  channel  of  commerce  *.  As  a  prelude  to  this  undertaking,  a  frhall 
battery  was  raifed  on  another  ifland  of  the  Neva,  upon  the  fpot  now  occupied  by  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  and  was  commanded  by  Vaflili  Demitrievitcli  Kotfhmin.  All 
the  orders  of  the  Emperor  fent  to  this  officer  being  directed  Va/JiH  na  OJlrof^  To 
Vaffili  upon  the  iflandj  this  part  of  the  town  was  called  VciJftU  Ojirof,  or  the  ifland  of 
Vaflili. 

The  fortrefs  was  begun  on  the  i6th  of  May,  1703  ;  and,  notwithflanding  the  ob- 
flruttions  arifmg  from  the  marfliy  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  inexperience  of  the 
workmen,  a  fmali  citadel,  furrounded  with  a  rampart  of  earth,  and  ftreni^thened  with 
fix  badions,  was  completed  in  a  ftiorc  time.  An  author  f,  who  was  in  Ruffia  at  that 
period,  informs  us,  "  that  the  labourers  were  not  furnilhed  with  the  neceflary  tools, 
as  pick-axes,  fpades  and  fliovels,  wheel-barrows,  planks  and  the  like;  notwithfianding 
which,  the  work  went  on  with  fuch  expedition,  that  it  was  furprifing  to  fee  the  fortrefs 
raifed  within  lefs  than  five  months,  though  the  earth,  which  is  very  fcarce  thereabouts, 
was,  for  the  greater  part,  carried  by  the  labourers  in  the  flcirts  of  their  clothes,  and 
in  bags  made  of  rags  and  old  mats,  the  ufe  of  wheel-barrows  being  then  unknown  to 
them." 

Within  the  fortrefs  a  few  wooden  habitations  were  erected.  For  his  own  immediate 
refidence,  Peter  alfo  ordered,  in  the  beginning  of  1703,  a  fmall  hut  to  be  raifed  in  an 
adjacent  ifland,  which  he  called  the  ifland  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  from  which  the  new 
metropolis  has  derived  its  name :  this  hut  was  low  and  fmall,  and  is  dill  prel'erved  in 
memory  of  the  fovereign  who  condefcended  to  dwell  in  it.  Near  it  was  foon  after- 
wards conflrufled  another  wooden  habitation,  but  larger  and  more  commodious,  in 
which  Prince  Mentchikof  refided,  and  gave  audience  to  foreign  minifters.  At  a  fmall 
diftance  was  an  inn,  much  frequented  by  the  courtiers  and  perfons  of  all  ranks ;  to 
which  Peter  frequently  repaired  on  Sundays  after  divine  fervice,  and  caroufed  with 
his  fuite  and  others  who  happened  to  beprefent,  as  fpedators  of  the  fire-works  and  di- 
verfions  exhibited  by  his  orders. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  \  706,  Peter  demolifhed  the  fmall  citadel,  and  began  the  found- 
ation of  the  new  fortrefs  on  the  fame  fpot.  In  1710,  Count  Golovkin  built  the  firfl: 
edifice  of  brick,  and  in  the  following  year  the  Tzar,  with  his  own  hand,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  houfe,  to  be  erected  with  the  fame  materials  \.  From  thefe  fmall  beginnings 
rofe  the  prefent  metropolis  of  Ruflia  ;  and  in  lefs  than  nine  years,  the  feat  of  empire  was 
transferred  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh. 

The  defpotic  authority  and  zeal  of  Peter  for  the  improvement  of  the  new  capital, 
will  appear  from  his  mandates.  In  1714  he  enjoined,  that  all  buildings  upon  the  ifland 
of  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  in  the  Admiralty  quarter,  particularly  thofe  on  the  banks  of  the 
Neva,  fliould  be  confl:ru(51:ed  after  the  German  manner,  with  timber  and  brick ;  that 
the  nobility  and  principal  merchants  Ihould  be  obliged  to  have  houfes  in  Peterfbui-gh ; 
that  every  large  veflel  navigating  to  the  city,  fliould  bring  thirty  (tones,  every  fmall  one 
ten,  and  every  peafant's  waggon  three,  towards  the  conftrudion  of  the  bridges  and 
other  public  works  ;  that  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  Ihould  be  no  longer  covered  with  birch 
planks  and  bark^  fo  dangerous  in  cafe  of  fire,  but  with  tiles  or  clods  of  earth.  In  17 16 
a  regular  plan  §  for  the  new  city  was  approved  by  Peter ;  the  principal  part  of  the  new 
metropolis  was  to  be  fituated  in  the  ifland  of  Vaffili-Oftrof  j  and,  in  imitation  of  the 

*  Sec  Hift.  Geog.  and  Top.  Befchreibung  der  Stadt.  S.  Pet.  in  the  Journal  of  St.  Pet.  for  J779. 
f  Perry's  State  of  Rufiia,  vol.  i.  p.  300.  :f  Journal  of  St.  Peterfburgh,   1799. 

§  The  reader  will  find  a  delineation  of  this  plan  ia  Pcrry't  State  of  Rufija. 

Dutch 
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Dutch  towns,  canals  were  to  be  cut  through  the  principal  ftreets,  and  lined  with  ave- 
nues of  trees;  but  it  has  never  been  carried  into  execution  ;  and  under  the  Empreis 
Anne,  the  imperial  refidence  was  removed  to  the  Admiralty  quarter.  The  nobilitv 
foon  followed  the  example  of  the  fovereign  ;  and,  excepting  Ibme  public  edifices,  and 
the  row  of  houfes  fronting  the  Neva,  the  Vaflili-Oftrof  is  the  worlt  part  of  the  city,  and 
contains  more  wooden  buildings  than  all  the  other  quarters. 

Succeeding  fovereigns  have  continued  to  embellifh  Ptterfburgh,  but  none  more  than 
the  prefent  Emprefs,  who  may  be  called  its  fecond  founder.  Notwithlianding,  how- 
ever, all  thefe  improvements,  it  bears  every  mark  of  an  infant  city,  and  is  ftill  "  only 
an  immcnfe  outline,  which  will  require  future  Empreiies  and  almofl:  future  ages  to 
complete*."  The  ftreets  in  general  are  broad  f  and  fpacious  ;  and  three  of  the  prin. 
cipal  flreets,  which  meet  at  the  Admiralty,  and  reach  to  the  extremities  of  the  fuburbs, 
are  at  leail  two  miles  in  length.  Mod:  of  them  are  paved  ;  but  a  few  are  ftill  fuffered 
to  remain  floored  with  planks.  In  feveral  parts  of  the  metropolis,  particularly  in  the 
Vaflili-Oftrof,  wooden  houfes  and  habitations,  fcarcely  fuperior  to  common  cottages, 
are  blended  with  the  public  buildings ;  but  this  motley  mixture  is  far  lefs  common  than 
at  Mofcow. 

The  brick  houfes  are  ornamented  with  a  white  flucco,  which  has  led  feveral  travellers 
to  affert  that  they  are  built  with  ftone ;  whereas,  unlefs  I  am  millaken,  there  are  only 
two  ftone  ftrutElures  in  all  PeterftDurgh  ;  the  one  the  church  of  St.  Ifaac,  of  hewn  gra- 
nite, and  marble  columns,  not  yet  finiflied  ;  the  other  the  marble  palace,  conftruded  at 
the  expence  of  the  Emprefs,  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  gave  this 
fuperb  edifice  to  Prince  Orlof ;  and,  at  his  death,  purchafed  it  from  his  executor  for 
2,ooo,DOo  of  roubles.  The  ftyle  of  architedure  is  magnificent  but  heavy;  the  front 
is  compofed  of  poliftied  granite  and  marble,  and  finiflied  with  fuch  nicety,  and  in  a  ftyle 
fo  fuperior  to  the  contiguous  buildings,  that  it  feems  to  have  been  tranfported  to  the 
prefent  fpot,  like  a  palace  in  the  Arabian  tales,  raifed  by  the  enchantment  of  Aladdin's 
lamp  |.  It  contains  forty  rooms  upon  each  floor,  and  is  fitted  up  in  a  ftyle  of  fuch 
fplendour,  that  the  expence  of  the  furniture  amounted  to  1,500,000  roubles. 

The  manfions  of  the  nobility  are  vaft  piles  of  building,  but  "not  in  general  upon  fo 
magnificent  a  fcale  as  feveral  I  obferved  at  IMofcow  :  they  are  furniihed  with  great  coft, 
and  as  elegantly  as  thofe  at  Paris  or  London.  They  are  fituited  chiefly  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  Neva,  either  in  the  Admiralty  quarter,  or  in  the  fuburbs  of  Livonia  and  Mofcow, 
which  are  the  fineft  parts  of  the  city. 

The  views  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva  exhibit  the  moft  grand  and  lively  fcenes  I  ever 
.  beheld.  That  river  is  in  many  places  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  London ;  it  is  alfo 
deep,  rapid,  and  as  tranfparent  as  cryftal ;  and  the  banks  are  fined  with  handfome 
buildings.  On  the  north  fide,  the  fortrefs,  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  Academy 
of  Arts,  are  the  moft  ftriking  objects :  on  the  oppofite  fide  are  the  imperial  palace,  the 
Admiralty,  the  manfions  of  many  Ruflian  nobles,  and  the  Englilh  line,  fo  called,  becaufe 
the  whole  row  is  principally  occupied  by  the  Englifli  merchants.  In  the  front  of  thefe 
buildings,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  the  Quay,  which  ftretches  for  three  miles,  except  where 
it  is  interrupted  by  the  Admiralty;  and  the  Neva,  during  the  whole  of  that  fpace,  has 
been  lately  embanked  by  a  wall,  parapet,  and  pavement  of  hewn  granite  ;  a  magnifi- 
cent and  durable  monument  of  imperial  munificence.     The  canals  of  Catherine,  and  of 

•   Wraxall's  Tour,  p.  251."     ' 

+  They  are  moftly  as  broad  aa  Oxford  ftrcet  :  thofe  with  canals  much  broader. 

t   In  this  palace  Staaiflaus,  the  aUdicateiiikirig  of  Poland,  died. 

the 


COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA.  66j 

theFontanka  *,  which  are  feveral  miles  in  length,  have  been  recently  embanked  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  metropolis. 

The  quantity  of  polilhed  granite  ufed  in  thefe  public  works  is  fufficient  to  aftonilh  an 
European  architeft,  who  conliders  the  hardnefs  of  the  (lone,  and  the  difficulty  with 
which  it  is  polifhed.  I  have  frequently  viewed  with  furprize  the  procefs  employed  by 
the  Ruffian  workmen,  in  fmoothing  the  granite.  They  batter  the  flone  with  an  iron 
hammer  edged  with  fteel ;  the  quantity  which  flies  oft'  at  each  flroke  is  aimoft;  imper- 
ceptible ;  but  by  repeatedly  fl:riking  the  fame  place,  the  prominent  parts  are  worn 
away,  and  the  ftone  becomes  fmooth.  To  this  gradual  attrition  may  be  applied  the" 
proverb, 

Guifa  cavat  lapidem,  non  vi  fed  fape  cadendo. 

Peterlburgh,  though  more  compa£l  than  other  Ruffian  cities,  with  the  houfes  in 
many  ftreets  contiguous  to  each  other,  flill  bears  a  refemblance  to  the  towns  of  this 
country,  and  is  built  in  a  very  ftraggling  manner.  By  an  order  lately  iffued  from  go- 
vernment, the  city  has  been  enclofed  within  a  rampart,  the  circumference  whereof  is 
twenty-one  verfts,  or  fourteen  Englilh  miles. 

The  average  population  of  Peterlburgh  may  be  colleQed  from  the  lifts  of  births  and  , 
deaths  during  feven  years. 
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2459 
2322 

4759 
5483 

2593]  ^«7 

4961 

28x67 
25S155397 


2717 
2618 


265 
254J 


1^5854 


Total  of  births  for  feven  years    36,672 


of  deaths 


De. 

\THS. 

Males 
Females 

- 

"^.iVm 

- 

-. 

4727 

- 

- 

5031 

Males 
Females 

• 

'^^^?4458 
.      15595^*^ 

- 

• 

3107 

Males 
Females 

Natives. 

%l\\^^^^ 

Males 

_ 

3i'7" 

2043 

Females 

- 

] 

foreigners. 

f>566o 

265 

Males 

- 

Females 

f  Deaths 

235- 

Total  0 

32,i<)5 

g  fmall  fradions 

$•^1^ 

- 

» 

4594 

By  multiplying  the  births  five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  by  twenty-  fivCj 
the  fum  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  the  deaths 
four  thoufand  fiVe  hundred  and  ninety-four  by  twenty-fix,  the  fum  is  one  hundred  and 
tiineteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty  four.     By  taking  the  medium,  therefore, 


*  And  the  Moika  fince  my  departure. 


between 
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between  thefe  two  fum?,  we  have  one  hundred  and  twenty- fix  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  for  the  number  of  inhabitants  *. 

Peterfburgh,  from  its  low  and  marfhy  fituation,  is  fubjefl:  to  inundations,  which 
fometimes  threaten  the  town  with  a  total  fubmerfion.  Thefe  floods  are  chiefly  occa- 
fioned  by  a  wefl  or  fouth-wefl:  wind,  which,  blowing  direclly  from  the  gulf,  obftruiSts 
the  current  of  the  Neva,  and  caufes  an  accumulation  of  the  waters.  On  the  i6th  of 
November  vi'e  had  nearly  perfonal  experience  of  this  dreadful  calamity.  Being  in- 
vited to  a  mafquerade  at  the  Cadet's  in  the  VafTiii  Oftrof,  on  our  approach  to  the 
bridge  we  perceived  that  a  ftormy  weft  wind  had  fwelled  the  river  fo  confiderably  as  to 
elevate  the  pontoons  ;  and  the  bridge  was  in  danger  of  being  carried  away.  Inflcad, 
therefore,  of  repairing  to  the  mafquerade,  we  returned  home,  and  waited  for  feme 
hours  in  awful  expectation  of  an  immediate  deluge.  Providentially  a  fudden  change 
of  wind  preferved  Peteilburgh  from  the  impending  cataftrophe,  and  the  inhabitants 
from  an,almofl  univerfal  confternation,  which  recent  fufferings  imprefled  upon  their 
minds.  I  allude  to  the  flood  in  the  month  of  September.  1777,  whofe  effects  are  thus 
defcribed  :  "  f  In  the  evening  of  the  grh  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind  blowing  at  S.W.  and 
afterwards  W.  raifcd  the  Neva  and  its  various  branches  to  fo  great  a  height,  that  at 
five  in  the  morning  the  waters  poured  over  their  bank,  and  fuddenly  overflowed  the 
town,  but  more  particularly  the  Vafllli  Oftrof  and  the  ifland  of  St.  Peterfburgh.  The 
torrent  rofe  in  feveral  ftreets  to  the  depth  of  four  feet  and  an  half;  and  overturned, 
by  its  rapidity,  various  buildings  and  bridges.  About  feven,  the  wind  fhifting  to  N.W. 
the  flood  fell  fuddenly  ;  and  at  mid-day  moft  of  the  flreets,  which  in  the  morning  could 
only  be  palfed  in  boats,  became  dry.  For  a  fliort  time  the  river  rofe  ten  feet  feven 
inches  above  its  ordinary  level." 

The  divifions  of  Peterftjurgh,  on  each  fide  of  the  Neva,  are  connected  by  a  bridge 
on  pontoons,  which  was  ufually  removed  when  the  large  mafles  of  ice  driven  down  the 
fiiream  from  the  lake  Ladoga  J,  firft  made  their  appearance,  and  for  a  few  days,  until 
the  river  was  frozen  fufiiciently  hard  to  bear  carriages,  there  was  no  communication 
between  the  oppofite  parts  of  the  town.  The  depth  of  the  river  renders  it  extremely 
<iifiicult  to  build  a  ftone  bridge  :  and  if  one  fliould  be  conftrufted,  it  would  probably  be 
deftroyed  by  thefe  vaft  (hoals  of  ice.  To  remedy  this  incovenience,  a  Ruffian  peafant 
projefted  the  fublime  plan  of  throwing  a  wooden  bridge  of  a  fingle  arch  acrofs  the 
river,  which  in  its  narroweft  pait  is  nine  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  breadth.  The 
artifl:  has  executed  a  model  ninety-eight  feet  in  length,  which  I  examined  with  great 
attention,  as  he  explained  the  proportion  and  mechanifm, 

*  SuHick  eftimates  the  population  of  Peterfburgh  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  fii:,  by  multiplying  the  births  by  twenty  eight  ;  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety,  by  multiplying  the  deaths  by  twenty  fix  ;  neither  of  which  numbers 
diffeis  rfTcntially  from  the  average  number  in  the  text  :  he  adds,  that  Peterfburgh  is  the  only  large  town 
in  which  there  are  more  births  than  deaths.  The  population  of  Pi-tei  (burgh  is  continually  increafing,  as 
well  from  the  exccfs  of  the  birlhs  above  the  deaths,  as  from  the  ir.flux  of  natives  rnd  foreigners  According 
to  a  cenfus  taken  in  '7S4,  it  contained  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  males,  and  fixty  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nineteen  females,  including  about  twenty-fcven 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  foreigners  ;  in  all  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  forty-fix  perfons. 

According  to  ProftfTor  Heym  (Encyclopedia:  des  Ruflifchen  Reichy)  Peterfburgh  was  twenty-four 
verfts  in  circumference  in  17S4,  and  contained  feventy-one  churches,  ami  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-one  lioufes,  of  which  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  were  of  brick,  and  two  thoufand 
ene  hundred  and  forty  of  wood.  f   Journ.  St.  Pet.  Sept.  '777. 

J  This  bridge  was,  in  December  1779,  replaced  for  the  fit  ft  time,  and  continued  during  the  winter, 
a  pradlife  which  has  been  fince  renewed,  and  renders  the  communication  more  convenient. 
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The  bridge  is  conftrucled  on  the  fame  principle  as  that  of  SchafFhaufen,  excepting 
that  the  mechanifm  is  more  complicated,  and  the  road  not  fo  level.  I  fl^all  attempt  to 
defcribe  it  by  fuppofing  it  finiihcd,  as  that  will  convey  the  bed  idea  of  the  plan.  The 
bridge  is  roofed  at  the  top,  and  enclofcd  at  the  fides  :  it  is  formed  by  four  frames  of 
timber,  two  on  each  fide,  compofed  of  beams  or  truffes,  which  fupport  the  whole 
fabric.     The  road  is  not  carried  over  the  top  of  the  arch,  but  fufpended  in  the  middle. 

Feet. 

Length  of  the  abutment  on  the  north  end                  -                 -  658 

Span  of  the  arch                      -                       -                       -  980 

Length  of  the  abutment  on  the  fouth  end              -                   -  658 

Length  of  the  whole  ftruflure                       --                      -  2296 
1  he  plane  of  the  road  upon  its  firfl:  afcent  makes  an  angle  of  five  degrees 
with  the  ordinary  furface  of  the  river . 

■    Mean  level  of  the  river  to  the  top  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  -          1 68 

Ditto  to  the  bottom  of  the  bridge                   -               -                -  126 

Height  of  the  bridge  in  the  center                           -                      -  42 

Height  from  the  bottom  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  to  the  road  -           7 

Height  from  the  bottom  of  the  bridge  to  the  water             -  -            84 

Height  from  the  water  to  the  fpring  of  the  arch             .             .  ^6 

There  is  a  difference  of  thirty-five  feet  between  the  road  at  the  fpring  of  the  arch, 
and  the  road  at  the  center ;  in  other  words,  an  afcent  of  thirty-five  feet  in  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety,  which  is  little  more  than  eight  tenths  of  an  ii^h  to  a  foot  *.  The 
bridge  is  broadeft  toward  the  fides,  and  diminifhes  towards  the  center. 

In  the  broadeR  part  it  is  .  .  168  feet. 

In  the  center  or  narrowefl  -  .  42 

The  breadth  of  the  road  is  -  -  28 

The  artifl  informed  me,  that  to  conftrudt  the  bridge  would  require  forty-nine  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  iron  nails,  twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eight  large 
trees,  five  thoufand  five  hundred  beams,  and  that  it  would  coft  300,000  roubles,  or 
6o,oool.  He  fpeaks  of  this  bold  project  with  the  warmth  of  genius,  and  is  convinced 
that  it  is  pradticable.  I  mufl  own,  1  am  of  the  fame  opinion,  though  I  hazard  it  with 
great  diffidence.  What  a  noble  effed  would  be  produced  by  a  bridge  fpringing  acrofs 
the  Neva,  with  an  arch  nine  hundred  and  eighty  feet  wide,  and  towering  one  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  feet  from  the  furface  of  the  water  !  The  defcription  of  fuch  a  bridge 
feems  almoft  chimerical ;  and  yet,  on  infpcfting  the  model,  we  are  reconciled  to  the 
idea.  But  whether  the  execution  of  this  ffudendous  work  may  be  deemed  poffible  or 
not,  the  model  itfelf  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  rcflecls  high  honour  on  the  inventive 
faculties  of  untutored  genius :  it  is  fo  compaft,  that  it  has  fupported  three  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  forty  pood,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,  without  fwerving  from  its  diredion,  which  is  far  more,  in  proportion 
to  its  fize,  than  the  bridge,  if  completed,  would  have  occafion  to  fullain  from  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  carriages  added  to  its  own  weight. 

*  The  afcent  of  the  road  of  the  bridge  of  Scliaffhanfen  is  bsrcly  four  teiiilis  of  an  inch  in  a  foot. 
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The  projeflor  of  this  plan  was  apprenticed  to  a  (liop-keeper  at  Nifhnei  Novogorod  ; 
and  like  the  Swifs  carpenter  who  built  the  bridge  of  Schaffhaufca*,  unacquainted 
with  the  theory  of  mechanics.  Oppofite  to  his  dwelling  was  a  wooden  clock,  which  -' 
excited  his  curiofity  ;  by  repeated  examinations  he  comprehended  the  internal  ftruc- 
ture  and,  without  affiitance,  formed  one  cxadly  fimilar.  His  fuccefs  in  this  effay 
urged  him  to  undertake  the  conftruftion  of  metal  clocks  and  watches.  The  Emprefs, 
acquainted  with  thefe  wonderful  exertions  of  native  genius,  took  him  under  her  pro- 
teQion,  and  fent  him  to  England  ;  from  whence,  on  account  of  his  ignorance  of  the 
language,  he  ibon  returned  to  RufTia.  I  faw  a  repeating  watch  of  his  workmanfliip  at 
the°Academy  of  Sciences  :  It  is  aboiit  the  bignel's  of  an  egg  ;  in  the  infide  is  reprefented 
the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  with  the  ilone  at  the  entrance,  and  the  centinels  upon  duty  ; 
fuddenly  the  Hone  is  removed,  the  centinels  fall  down,  the  angels  appear,  the  women 
enter  the  fepulchre,  and  the  chant  performed  on  Eafter-eve  is  heard.  Thefe  are 
trifling,  although  curious  performances  ;  but  the  plan  of  the  bridge  v/as  a  fublime 
conception.  This  perfon,.whofe  name  is  Kuiibin,  bears  the  appearance  of  a  Ruffian 
peafanr  ;  he  has  a  long  beard,  and  wears  the  common  drefs  of  the  country  ;  he  re- 
ceives a  penfion  from  the  Emprefs,  and  is  encouraged  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  me- 
chanical genius.  . 

The  nobleft  monument  of  the  gratitude  and  veneration  paid  to  Peter  L  is  his  equef- 
trian  ftatue  in  bron:ze,  of  coloffal  fize ;  it  is  the  work  of  Falconet,  the  celebrated 
French  llatuary,  call  at  the  expence  of  Catharine  II.  in  honour  of  her  great  prede- 
celTor,  whom  fhe  reveres  and  imitates.  The  monarch  is  reprefented  in  the  attitude  of 
mountino-  a  precipice,  the  fummit  of  which  he  has  nearly  attained.  His  head  is  un- 
covered,°and  crowned  with  a  laurel;  he  wears  a  loofe  vert  in  the  Afiatic  ftyle,  with 
half-boots,  and  fits  on  a  houfing  of  bear-fl^in  :  the  right  hand  is  ftretched  out,  as  in 
the  aft  of  giving  benediftion  to  his  people,  and  the  left  holds  the  reins.  The  defign 
is  marterly,  and  the  attitude  bold  and  fpirited.  The  flat  pofition  of  the  righ^  hand  is 
deficient  in  dignity,  and  has  an  unpleafmg  efleft  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  view  of  the 
left  fide  is  moft  ftriking,  where  the  figure  is  graceful  and  animated.  The  horfe  is 
fpringing  upon  the  hind  legs  and  the  tail,  which  is  full  and  flowing,  appears  flight- 
ly  to'touch  a  ferpent,  artfully  contrived  to  afiifl  in  fupporting  the  vart  weight  f.  The 
artiil  has,  in  this  noble  effay  of  genius,  reprefented  Peter  as  the  legiilator  of  his  coun- 
try, without  allufion  to  conqueft  and  bloodfhed  ;  wifely  preferring  his  civil  qualities 
to  his  military  exploits  |.  The  contraft  between  the  compofure  of  Peter  (though 
perhaps  not  characleriflic)  and  the  fire  of  the  horfe,  eager  to  prefs  forwards,  is  very 
llriking.     The  fimplicity  of  the  infcription  correfponds  to  the  fublimity  of  the  defign. 


PETROPRIMO§, 
CATHARINA  SECUNDA 

1782. 


PETRU  PERVOMU 
EKATHERENA  VTORAIYA 
1782. 


*   For  the  account  of  the  bridge  of  Schaffhnufen,  fee  Travels  in  Switzerland,  Letter  II. 

+  The  lieisht  of  the  hero  is  eleven  feet  ;  of  the  horfe  feventecn  ;  the  bronze  in  the  thinned  part  is 
only  three  lines,  but  increafes  gradually  towards  the  hind  feet  of  the  horfe  to  one  inch  ;  the  weight  of  the 
v.holt:  (exciufive  of  the  counterpoife  of  ten  thoufand  pounds)  is  forty- four  thoufand  and  forty-one  Rufiiau, 
or  thirt7-r:x  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-fix  Englifli  pounds. 

""  ±  I  alconct  has  ably  refuted  the  cenfures  urged  againtl  his  Itatue  on  this  account.  Kee  his  Letter  to 
DIdtrot,  in  "  i'ieccs  written  by  Monf.  Fakontt,"  tranflated  by  Mr.  Tooke,  p.47.  Where  the  reader 
-*-ill  alfoVind  an  engraving  of  the  ftatue.  J   Catherine  11.  to  Peter  I. 

Falconet 
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Falconet  having  conceived  the  defign  of  placing  the  ftatue  on  a  huge  rock  *  inflead 
of  a  pedeftal,  carefully  examined  the  environs  of  Petcrfburgh,  for  a  detached  inals 
of  granite,  of  magnitude  correfpondent  to  the  dimenfions  of  the  equeflrian  figure ; 
and  after  confiderable  rcfearch,  he  difcovered,  near  the  village  of  Lachta,  a  tlupcndous 
crag,  half  buried  in  the  midll  of  a  niarfliy  foreft.  The  expence  and  difficulty  of 
tranfporting  it  were  no  obfhcles  to  Catherine  II.  :  the  morafs  was  drained,  the  fared 
cleared,  and  a  road  four  verfts  in  length  formed  from  the  fliore  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland. 
It  was  fet  in  motion  on  large  friclion-balls,  and  grooves  of  metal,  by  means  of  pullics 
and  windlnfTes,  worked  by  four  hundred  men.  In  this  manner  it  was  conveyed, 
with  forty  men  fcated  on  the  top,  twelve  hundred  feet  a  day  to  the  fliore,  then  em- 
barked on  a  nautic?!  machine  f,  tranfported  eight  verlls  by  water,  and  landed  at  Petcrf- 
burgh near  the  fpot  where  it  is  now  ereded.  This  more  than  Roman  work  was 
nccomplifhcd  in  lefs  than  fix  months  ;  the  rock  when  landed  was  forty-two  feet  long 
at  the  bafe,  thirty- fix  at  the  top,  eleven  broad  and  feventeen  high,  and  weighed  fifteen- 
hundred  tons. 

The  pedeftal,  however,  though  dill  of  prodigious  magnitude,  is  far  from  retaining 
the  original  dimenfions;  as,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  ftation  for  the  ftatue,  and  re- 
prefent  an  afcent,  the  bulk  has  been  much  diminiflied.  But  I  could  not  obferve  with- 
ouf  regret,  that  the  artift  had  refined  too  much  upon  nature  ;  and  in  order  to  produce 
a  refcmblance  of  an  abrupt  precipice,  had  been  too  laviih  of  the  chifltl.  Art  is  too 
confpicuous  ;  and  the  effeci:  would  have  been  more  fublime  had  the  ftone  been  left  as 
much  as  pofilble  in  its  rude  ftate,  a  vail,  unwieldy,  flupendous  mafs. 

The  ftatue  was  eredcd  on  the  pedeftal  on  the  27th  of  Augufl:  1782,  near  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Neva,  The  ceremony  was  performed  with 
great  folemniiy,  and  accompanied  wirh  a  folemn  inauguration. 

Having  paffed  feveral  months  in  Ruflia,  I  ftiall  throw  together  feveral  fafls  and 
obfcrvations  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  weather,  and  the  effects  of  the  cold  in  this  fe- 
vere  climate. 

During  our  journey  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh,  in  the  month  of  September,  we 
found  the  weather  very  changeable,  the  autumnal  rains  being  extremely  frequent  and 
heavy  \.  The  mornings  and  evenings  were  extremely  cold  ;  and,  whenever  it  did  not 
rain,  we  generally  obferved  the  grafs  and  trees  covered  with  a  hoar  froft.  On  our 
arrival  at  Peterftiurgh  on  the  29th  of  September,  the  winter  was  not  yet  fet  in:  in 

Oaober 

*  "  Pour  niaiqiieur  a  poflerile,  d'nu  Cf t  hcroj  lefriflateur  etoit  parti,  et  quels  obftacles  I'l  avoit  fur- 
mom  e" — Defc-ription  d'une  Pierre  peer  fervii-  de  Piedeftal.  &c.  in  Haygold's  Rufsland,  vol,  ii.  p.  2n. 

■f-  This  nautical  machine  was  conllrufled  on  the  principle  of  the  carnel,  which  is  iifed  to  convey  (hips 
over  the  bars,  both  at  Amfter<lam  and  .St  Peterfburgh.  It  was  hollow,  and  being  funk,  to  the  water  level, 
the  ftone  was  placed  upon  if,  the  water  was  then  pumped  out  of  it,  and  it  rofe  and  floated.  The  ftpne, 
fu   ported  by  this  machine,  appeared  h"ke  a  moving  mountain  on  the  furface  of  the  gulf. 

The  machinery  for  the  tranfport  of  this  enormijus  mafs  was  conftiufted  under  the  direftion  of  Count 
Caibnri,  who  vifas  known  i))  Rnffia  under  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  Lafcaris,  and  the  procefs  is  dcfcribed 
in  a  fuperb  work,  illuftrated  with  engravings,  under  the  title  of  "  Monument  cleve  a  la  glorie  de  Pierre 
le  Grand,   1777" 

^  In  thirty  days  it  rained  twenty-four  ;  an<l  the  quantity  of  water  which  fell  at  St.  Pcteifburgh  in  the 
inonth  of  September  O.  S.  was  equal  to  2'  Englifh  inches  in  depth. 

trom  accurate  obfervations,  during  fcurteen  years,  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  rain  and  fnow  which 
fell  at  St.  Peleifburgh,  the  rffult  was,  that  ihe  average  annual  duration  of  Inowy  and  rainy  weather  was 
equal  to  forty-two  times  twenty-four  hours,  or  fomething  lefs  than  the  ninth  part  of  the  year,  prom  a 
courfe  ot  ten  years'  obfcrvations  it  appeared,  that  rain  fell  during  fome  part  of  one  hundred  and  three 
days,  and  fnow  during  fome  part  of  feventy  two  ;  and  that  if  the  year  was  divided  into  twelve  parts,  a 
fourth  was  fine  weather,  a  third  rain,  and  a  fifth  fnow. 

4  0^2  The 
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O8:ober  the  weather,  for  the  firfl  twenty  clays,  was  the  moft  part  rainy ;  the  mercury, 
in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  was  feldom  below  freezing  point,  and  moftly  fluctuated 
between  3  2  and  44. 

The  fnow  made  its  firfl:  appearance  in  fleet  on  the  gth,  and  the  following  day  came 
down  in  flakes  and  in  large  quantities;  on  the  24th  the  mercury  fuddenly  funk  to  25, 
rofe  the  next  morning  above  the  freezing  point,  a  fudden  thaw  enfued,  and  all  the 
fnow  difappeared  in  a  few  hours.  The  fummer  and  winter  are  not,  as  in  our  climate, 
gradually  divided  by  fpring  and  autumn,  but  feem  almoft  to  fucceed  each  other. 

On  the  15th  of  November  the  Neva  *  was  entirely  frozen  f  :  foon  afterwards  the 


The  whole  quantity  of  rain  and  fnow  water,  taken  together,  which  fell  in  the  courfe  of  a  ysar, 
following  proportion  : 

Inches 


vas  the 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 


0.979 

J"iy. 

0,979 

Augult, 

o,8oi 

September, 

1,246 

Oftober, 

•'335 

Novcmbei-, 

3>'  16 

December, 

Inches. 
2,760 
2,671 

3.473 

1.513 
0,979 

22.345 


The  average  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  in  London  in  the  courfe  of  a  year  is  equal  to  nineteen  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  forty-one. 

*  The  freezing  of  the  Neva  is  not  attended  with  any  peculiarities  which  diltinguini  it  from  other  rivers. 
The  following  circumllances,  which  fell  under  my  obfervation,  ate  extracted  from  my  journal. 

Monday  niorning,  Nov.  9.  On  Saturday  the  7th,  fmall  pieces  of  ice,  which  came  from  the  lake  Ladoga, 
were  firft  obferved  floating  with  the  llream  :  the  fame  day  in  the  evening  the  bridge  of  boats  was  removed, 
as  in  thefe  cafes  they  collcft  and  would  carry  it  away.  Yefterday  the  pieces  of  ice  were  more  frequent  and 
mafly  ;  to  day  they  are  fmall  floating  illands,  which  almoft  cover  the  river  :  the  fides  of  the  Neva  are 
fiozen  only  a  few  feet  from  the  banks  ;  all  llie  canals  are  covered  with  ice,  and  people  are  fcating  upon 
them.  1 

Nov.  12  and  1:5.  The  Neva  is  frozen  above  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  (lationed,  by  the  pieces  of 
ice  which  have  united  and  barred  the  paffage  :  below  it  the  llream  is  open  for  boats,  which  are  continually 
paffing  to  and  fro. 

Nov.  13.  The  bridge  of  boats  is  again  replaced,  as  there  is  no  longer  any  danger  of  its  being  carried 
away  by  the  floating  maffes  of  ice  ;  and  will  continue  during  the  whole  winter,  a  circumftance  which  has 
not  happened  fuice  the  foundation  of  Peteifbiirgh. 

Nov.  15.  The  river  about  and  below  the  bridge  is  entirely  frozen,  and  I  faw  perfons  walking  acrofs 
it.  I  am  informed  that  yellerday  the  ice  was  Ifrong  enough  to  bear  foot  paffengers  ;  this  will  convey 
fome  idea  of  the  feverity  of  the  weather  in  this  climate  ;  as  the  rapid  current  was  open  on  the  i3th,  and 
on  the  next  day  was  frozen. 


Table  of  the  freezing  and  thawing  of  the  Neva  for  five  fncceffive 
years,  from  Profeflbr  Kraft's  Obfervations. 


April, 


Nov. 


J773- 

'774- 

New  Style 

16 

April     21 

Old  Style 

27 

May        2 

19 

7 

30 

18 

1775- 


May        3 


23 


1776. 
May        6 


12 


23 


30 

May      I J 


26 


Dec. 


Open  217  days.   |  200  |  204  |  201   j  210 


:e  Nov.  Ac.  Pet.  for  1777,     P.  IL  p.  73. 

f  In  1784,  the  Neva  was  not  finally  frozen  until  the  night  of  the  5th  of  December,  N.  S. 
The  thicknefs  of  the  ice  is  from  twenty- four  to  thirty-eight  feet ;  the  average  about  twent 


■■■"■■  7     —  ■  ■    — • 

ibout  twenty-eightr 


Gulf 
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Gulf  of  Finland  was  covered  with  ice,  and  fledges  began,  to  pafs  from  Pctcrfburgh  to 
Cronftadt,  the  road  being  marked  over  the  furface  by  rows  of  trees.  ^ 

Even  during  the  months  of  December  and  January,  the  weather  was  extremely 
changeable ;  is  fliifted  in  a  fudden  manner  from  a  feverc  froft  to  a  thaw  ;  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  often  role  within  the  courfe  of  twenty  hours  from  20  to  34,  and 
funk  again  as  rapidly  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time  *. 

When  the  frofl  was  not  fevere,  namely,  when  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermo- 
meter was  not  below  10,  I  frequently  walked  out  in  a  common  great  coat.  When 
the  cold  was  more  intenfe,  I  was  dreffed  in  the  manner  of  the  natives  ;  and  wore,  in 
my  daily  excurfions,  7s.peliJJe,  or  large  fur  cloak,  fur  boots  or  flioes,  a  black  velvet  or 
fur  bonnet,  that  prevented  the  frofl:  from  nipping  my  ears,  the  part  which  I  found  the 
moll  liable  to  be  afledled.  Turing  the  Qth,  10th,  and  nth  of  January,  the  frofl;  was 
nearly  as  intenfe  f  as  it  was  ever  felt  at  Peteriburgh  ;  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
falling  at  one  time  to  St,  below  freezing  point,  or  —  31.  This  cold,  however,  did 
not  detain  me  at  home ;  but  I  walked  out,  as  ufual,  with  my  peli-JJe,  boots,  and  found 
it  by  no  means  unpleafant,  the  fun  fhining  with  great  brightnefs.  As  I  traverfed  the 
city  on  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  I  obferved  feveral  perfons  whofe  faces  had  been 
bitten  by  the  froft  :  their  cheeks  had  large  fears,  and  appeared  as  if  fmged  with  a  hot 
iron.  As  I  was  walking  with  an  Englifli  gentleman,  who,  inflead  of  a  fur  cap,  had  on 
a  common  hat,  his  ears  were  fuddenly  frozen :  he  felt  no  pain,  and  would  not  have 
perceived  it  for  fome  time,  had  not  a  Ruffian  informed  him  \,  and  affifled  him  in  rub- 
bing the  part  aftefted  with  fnovv,  by  which  means  it  was  infliantly  recovered.  This, 
or  fridion  with  flannel,  is  the  ufual  remedy;  but  fhould  the  perfon  in  that  fl;ate  approach 
the  fire,  or  dip  the  part  in  warm  water,  it  immediately  mortifies  and  drops  oif. 

The  common  people  continued  at  work  as  ufual,  and  the  drivers  of  fledges  plied  in 
the  flreets,  feemingly  unaff"e£ted  by  the  frofl; ;  their  beards  v/ere  incrufted  with  clotted 
ice,  and  the  horfes  covered  with  ificles.     Even  during  this  extreme  cold,  the  people 

*  Although  I  examined  the  thermometer  every  day  ;  yet  I  did  not  attempt  to  form  a  fories  of  re- 
jrular  obfervations,  which  1  now  much  regret.  I  occafionally,  indeed,  made  a  few  remarks,  which  I 
^  fliall  infcrt,  as  I  find  them  fcattered  in  my  journal:  they  will  tend  to  contirm  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
advanced  in  relation  to  the  change  of  weather  obfervable  at  Peterfburgh,  and  will  fetve  to  contradiA 
thofe  authors,  who  affcrt  that,  as  foon  as  the  hard  froft  commences,  the  cold  continues  with  uniform 
fevetity,  and  with  little  variation,  during  the  whole  feafon.  Nov  i6.  To  day,  a  thaw  ;  the  thermometer 
mouHted  to  40  :  in  the  evening  fharp  froft  again  ;  the  mercury  falling  to  zo- — Nov.  23.  The  ther- 
mometer at  4,  5,  and  6. — Dec.  3.  It  has  been  thefe  few  days  moftly  a  ihnw  and  changeable  weather. — 
Dec.  6.  The  thermometer  fell  almoft  fiitldenly  from  33  to  10. — Dec.  11.  Thermometer  at -10. — Dec.  14. 
A  fudden  thaw,  which  continued  the  15th  and  i6th. — Dec.  17.  Thermometer  .7. — Dec.  iS.  Ther- 
mometer at  -5,  and  a  fog  at  the  fame  time  — Dec  19.  Windy,  thaw,  thermometer  above  freezing  point. 
— Dec.  zi.  Changeable  weather  all  this  week,  from  fiiarp  froft  to  fudden  thaw. — Jan.  1.  1779.  Wea- 
ther very  changeable,  the  thermometer  one  morning  at   -8,   the  next  above  freezing  point;   this  winter  it 

has  not  as  yet  been  lower   than   -13 Jan.  6    Thermometer  at  -14. — Jan.  9,  Thermometer  at -7!  ;  the 

barometer  mounted  fuddenly  very  high  iince  laft  night. — Jan  10.  Early  this  morning  the  thermometer 
at -2;,  and  at  11  at  2o|  Barometer  at  J0t?o.  The  fmoke  of  the  chimnies  was  prcfled  down  to  the 
ground. — Jan  I.  Thermometer  at  -28,  according  to  my  ovi-n  obfervation,  at  ten  in  the  morning  :  but 
earlier  the  mercury  had  funk  to  -t,\\  or  67,\  below  freezing  point.  Jan.  \^.  'ihcrmometer,  fmce  the 
nth,  rofe  ~radu?lly  :  on  the  12th  in  the  morning  it  ftood  to  -13  ;  from  thence  it  fell  to  o,  to  i ,  ;  and 
to-day  it  is  above  freezing  point. 

I  made  the  fame  obfervations  during  the  fecond  winter  which  I  pafTed  at  Peterfburgh,  and  found  the 
weather  equally  uncertain. 

f  The  winter  in  which  profeftor  Braun  congealed  quickfilver,  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that  De  Lifle's 
thermometer  funk  to  204=in  Fahrenheit's  to — 33,  or  65   below  freezing  point. 

\  The  part  froxen  always  turns  quite  white,  a  fymptom  well  known,  and  immediately  perceived  by  the 
natives, 
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did  not  add  to  their  ordinary  clothing,  which  is  at  all  times  well  calculated  for  the 
feverities  of  the  climate.  They  are  careful  in  preferving  the  extremities  againlt;  the 
cold,  by  covering  the  legs,  hands,  and  head,  with  fur.  The  uppei- garment  of  fheep- 
fkin,  with  the  wool  turned  inwai-ds,  is  tied  round  the  waift  with  a  fa(h  ;  but  the  neck 
is  bare,  and  the  breaft  only  covered  with  a  coarfe  fliirt :  thefe  parts,  however,  are  well 
guarded  by  the  beard.  I  obferved,  with  much  furprife,  feveral  women  engaged  in 
wafliing  upon  the  Neva  or  on  the  canals.  They  cut  holes  in  the  ice  with  a  hatchet, 
dipped  their  Hnen  into  the  water  with  bare  hands,  and  then  beat  it  with  flat  (licks. 
During  this  operation  the  ice  continually  formed  again,  and  they  were  conflantly  em- 
ployed in  clearing  it  away.  Msny  of  them  palTed  two  hours  without  intcnnidion  at 
this  work,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  60  below  freezing  point ;  a  circumitance 
which  proves  that  the  human  body  may  be  brought  to  endure  all  extremes. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  coachmen  or  fervants,  waiting  for  their  maftcrs,  arc 
frozen  to  death.  To  prevent  as  much  as  poflible  thefe  dreadful  accidents,  great  fires 
of  whole  trees,  piled  one  upon  another,  are  kindled  in  the  court-yard  of  the  palace, 
and  the  mod  frequented  parts  of  the  town.  As  the  flames  blazed  above  the  tops  of 
the  houfes,  and  cafl:  a  glare  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  I  was  much  amufed  with  con- 
templating the  pifturefque  groups  of  Ruflians,  with  their  Afiatic  dreis  and  long  beards, 
aflTembled  round  the  fire.  The  centinels  upon  duty,  having  no  beards,  wh'ch  are  of 
great  ufe  to  proted  the  glands  of  the  throat,  generally  tie  handk-jrchiefs  utider  their 
chins  *,  and  cover  their  ears  with  fmall  cafes  of  flannel. 

Nothing  can  be  more  hveiy  and  diverfified  than  the  winter  fcenes  upon  the  Neva; 
and  fcarcely  a  day  paflTed  that  I  did  not  take  my  morning  walk,  or  drive  in  a  fledge 
upon  the  river.  ]\'lany  carriages  and  fledges,  and  numberlefs  foot  pafl"e.  gers  perpetu- 
ally crofllng,  afford  a  conflant  i'ucceflion  of  moving  objeds  ;  the  ice  is  alfo  covered 
with  different  groups  of  people,  difperfed  or  gathered  together,  and  varioufly  em- 
ployed as  their  fancy  kads  them.  In  one  part  are  feveral  long  areas  railed  for  the 
purpofe  of  ftating ;  a  little  further  is  an  enclofure,  where  a  nobleman  is  training  his 
horfes,  and  teaching  them  the  evolutions  of  the  manege.  In  another  part  the  croud 
and  fpeflators  of  a  fledge  race.  'Ihe  courie  is  an  oblong  fpace  about  the  length  of  a 
mile,  and  fufliciently  broad  to  turn  the  carnage.  It  can  hardly  be  denominated  a 
race,  for  there  is  only  a  fingle  fledge  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  the  whole  art  of  the 
driver  confifls  in  making  the  fhaft  horfe  trot  fafl,  while  the  other  is  puflied  into  a 
gallop. 

The  ice-hills  aflford  a  perpetual  fund  of  amufement  to  the  populace.  A  fcaffblding 
is  raifed  upon  the  river  thirty  feet  in  height,  with  a  landing  place  on  the  top,  to  which 
the  afcent  is  by  a  ladder.  From  this  fummit  afloping  plain  of  boards,  four  yards  broad 
and  thirty  long,  fupportcd  by  ftrong  poles  gradually  decreafing  in  height,  defcends  to 
the  fuperficies  of  the  river,  and  the  fides  are  defended  by  a  parapet  of  planks.  On  thefe 
boards  are  laid  fquare  b'ocks  of  ice  chipped  with  the  axe,  and  fprinkled  with  water,  by 
which  means  they  coalefce,  become  fmooth,  and  form  an  inchned  plain  of  pure  ice.  At 
the  bottom  the  fnow  is  cleared  away  for  the  length  of  two  hundred  yards  and  the  breadtli 
of  four,  and  the  fides  of  this  courie,  as  well  as  the  fides  and  top  of  the  foafiokiing,  are 
ornamented  with  firs  and  pines.  Each  perfon  being  provided  with  a  fmall  fledge  f, 
mounts  the  ladder  to  the  fummit,  feats  himfelf  on  his  fledge  and  glides  down  the  inclined 
plane  ;  when  the  velocity  acquired  by  the  defcent,  carries  the  fledge  above  one  hundred 

*  The  women  alfo  ufe  this  precaution. 

f  Something  like  a  butcher's  tray,  as  Dr.  King  juilly  obferves  in  his  ingenious  pamphlet  on  the  ef- 
fects of  cold  In  Ruffia. 

yards 
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yards  on  the  level  ice  of  the  river.  At  the  end  of  this  courfe,  is  ufnally  a  fimilar  ice- 
hill,  nearly  parallel  to  the  iorniei-,  which  begins  v.here  the  other  ends  ;  thus  the  diver- 
fion  may  be  perpetually  renewed  without  intermifiion.  The  chief  difficulty  confiits  in 
poifing  the  fledge  in  its  rapid  defcent  down  the  inclined  plane,  for  if  the  pilot  is  not 
fteady,  but  totters  either  through  inadvertence  or  fear,  he  is  liable  to  be  overturnetl, 
ard  incurs  no  fmall  rilk  of  breaking  his  bones,  if  not  his  neck.  1  have  frequently 
ftcod  above  an  hour  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  ice-hills,  obferving  the  fledges  follow  each 
ether  with  inconceivable  rapidity  ;  but  never  had  fufficient  courage  to  try  the  experi- 
ment *,  as  one  failure  might  have  proved  fatal. 

Boys  alio  continually  amufe  themfelves  in  fcating  down  thefe  hills  ;  they  glide  chiefly 
upon  one  fcate,  being  better  able  to  preferve  their  balance  on  one  leg  than  on  two. 
Thefe  ice-hills  exhibit  a  pleafmg  appearance,  as  well  from  the  trees  with  which  they  are 
ornamented,  as  from  the  moving  objeds  defcending  without  intermiflion,  which  Rich- 
ter,  in  his  fketch  of  Mofcow,  not  unaptly  compares  to  a  cataract  of  human  figures. 

Another  fl:riking  objeft  is  the  market  on  the  Neva.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  long 
fall:  which  clofes  on  the  24th  of  December,  O.  S.  the  Ruflians  lay  in  their  provifions 
for  the  remainder  of  the  winter.  For  this  purpofe  an  annual  market,  which  lafls  three 
days,  is  held  on  the  river  near  the  fortrefs.  A  long  ftreet,  above  a  mile  in  length,  was 
lined  on  each  fide  with  an  immenfe  Itore  of  provifions,  fufficient  for  the  fupply  of  the 
capital  during  three  months. 

Many  thoufand  carcafes  of  oxen,  fheep,  hogs,  pigs,  together  with  geefe,  fowls,  and 
every  fpecies  of  frozen  food,  were  expofed  for  fale.  The  larger  quadrupeds  were 
grouped  in  various  circles  upright  :  their  hind  legs  fixed  in  the  fnow,  with  their  heads 
and  fore  legs  turned  towards  each  other  ;  next  to  them  fuccccded  a  regular  feries  of 
animals,  defcending  gradually  to  the  fmalleft,  intermixed  with  poultry  and  game  hang- 
ing in  fefloons,  and  garniflied  with  heaps  of  filh,  butter,'  and  eggs.  I  loon  perceived, 
from  the  profufion  of  partridges,  pheafants,  moor-fowl,  and  cocks  of  the  wood,  that  no 
laws  in  this  country  prohibit  the  difpofal  of  game.  I  obferved  alfo  the  truth  of  what 
has  been  frequently  aflerted,  that  many  of  the  birds,  as  well  as  feveral  animals,  in  thefe 
northern  regions,  become  white  in  winter,  many  hundred  black  cocks  being  changed  to 
that  colour  ;  and  fome  taken  before  they  had  completed  \hm  metamorphojis,  exhibited  a 
variegated  mixture  of  black  and  white  plumage. 

The  moft  diflant  quarters  of  the  empire  contributed  to  fupply  this  vaff  (tore  of  provi- 
■fions,  and  the  fineft  veal  was  fent  by  land-carriage  from  Archangel,  which  is  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  miles  from  Peterfburgh  ;  yet  every  article  of  provifion  is  furprizingly 
cheap:    beef  was  fold  at  one  penny  the  Rullian  pound  fj    pork  at  five  farthings,    and 


a  conductor, 


*  Timid  perfons,  or  tliofe  unaccuftomed  to  this  exercift,  are  occafionally  accompanied  by 
who  direfts  the  fledge.      A  mode  well  defciibed  in  the  "  Voyage  de  deux  P'raii9oi5,'"  occ. 

"  Le  traineau  confille  en  une  petite  planche  plus  longne  que  large,  et  ptu  elevec  :  line  feule  perfonne 
peut  s'y  tenir,  encore  n'eft  elle  point  a  fon  aifc.  Le  condufteur  du  traineau  eft  aflis,  les  jambes  onvertes, 
entre  Icfquelles  fe  place  celui  qui  vent  defcendre  (chaque  courfe  coute  rinq  copecks)  ;  I'lui  et  I'autre  ont 
I'attention  de  tenir  les  jan;ibes  fort  elevees  et  le  corps  tres  en  arriere  ;  ainfi  places,  et  le  raineau  etanc  pnr- 
faitemcni  droit;  on  le  conduit  au  bord  de  la  defccnte,  et  on  le  laifle  aller :  le  condiifteiir  le  dirige  avpc  IrS 
mains  qu'il  tient  ccaitees  du  corps,  et  qui  for.t  j^arantles  par  des  mitaines  d'un  cuir  fort  cpais.  La  rap'riie- 
de  la  courfe  cil  prodigicufe,  et  le  traineau  arrive  fur  le  terrain  plar,  parcotiit  encore  untr  affez  grande  cicn- 
due  :  dans  le  premier  moment  la  refpiration  eft  fort  genee  :  il  faut  avoir  I'aittntinn  de  ne  fairc  aucun  mnuve- 
ment  d'un  cote  on  d'un  autre  ;  on  ieroit  bient,'  t  culbuti,  ce  qui  tit  fort  ordinaire,  niais  il  arrive  t:es  pea 
d'accidens,  par  le  peu  de  hauteur  de  la  chute." 

Voyage  de  deux  Fran^ais  au  Nord  de  I'Europc,  torn  iii.  p.  3^2- 
^  A  Rullian  pound  contains  fourteen  ounces  and  a  half. 
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mutton  at  three  half-pence  per  pound;  a  goofe  for  ten-pence,  and  a  pig  for  eight  pence, 
and  all  other  articles  equally  reafonable*. 

To  render  this  frozen  food  fit  for  dreffing,  it  is  firft  thawed  in  cold  water.  Frozen 
meat,  however,  lofes  much  of  its  flavour ;  and  the  tables  of  perfons  of  condition,  and 
thofe  of  the  Englifli  merchants,  are  fupplied  with  frefli  killed  meat,  which  is  fold  from 
four-pence  to  fix-pence  a  pound. 


Chap.  IV. — Prefgntation  io  the  Emprefs. — Court. — Balls.— Mafqueradcs. — Puhlic  fju 
tertainments. — Orders  of  Knighthood. — Account  of  the  Place  called  the  Hermitage. — 
Di/irlbution  of  the  E?nprefs's  Time. — Ruffian  Nobility. — Their  Hofpitalitj. — PoUtenefs, 
Affemblies.  —  Engtifh  Merchants. —  Club. 

ON  the  firft  of  October,  in  the  morning,  between  eleven  and  twelve,  we  attended 
our  minifler,  Sir  James  Hari-isf,  to  the  drawing-room,  impatient  to  behold  Catharine 
II.  It  was  fortunately  the  name-day,  or,  as  we  term  it,  the  birth-day  of  the  Great  Duke, 
in  honour  of  whom  a  moft  brilliant  court  was  affembled.  At  the  entrance  into  the 
drawing-room  ftood  two  centinels  of  the  guards  ;  their  uniform  was  a  green  coat,  with 
a  red  cuff  and  cape,  white  waiftcoat  and  breeches  •,  they  had  filver  helmets  faftened  un- 
der the  chin  with  filver  clafps,  and  ornamented  with  an  ample  plume  of  red,  yellow, 
black,  and  white  feathers.  Within  the  drawing-room,  at  the  doors  of  the  paffage  lead- 
ing to  the  royal  apartments  were  ftationed  two  foldiers  of  the  knight's  body-guard  ;  a 
corps  perhaps  more  fumptuoufly  accoutred  than  any  in  Europe.  They  wore  cafques, 
like  the  antients,  with  a  rich  plumage  of  black  feathers,  and  chains  and  broad  plates  of 
folid  fdver  were  braided  over  their  uniforms,  reprefenting  a  fplendid  coat  of  mail. 

In  the  drawing-room  we  found  a  numerous  affembly  of  foreign  minifters.  Ruffian 
■nobility,  and  officers  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Emprefs,  who  was  attending  divine  fer- 
vice  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace,  whither  we  alfo  repaired.  Amid  a  prodigious  con- 
courfe  of  nobles,  I  obferved  Catharine  ftanding  fingly  behind  a  railing ;  the  only  dif- 
tinftion  by  which  her  place  was  marked.  Next  to  her  ftood  the  Great  Duke  and 
Duchefs,  and  behind  an  indifcriminate  throng  of  courtiers.  The  Emprefs  repeatedly 
bowed,  and  croffed  herfelf,  according  to  the  forms  ufed  in  the  Greek  church,  with  great 
appearance  of  devotion.  Before  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice  we  returned  to  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  took  our  ftation  near  the  door,  in  order  to  be  prefented  at  Her  Majefty's 
entrance. 

About  twelve,  the  chief  officers  of  the  houfehold,  the  milfrefs  of  the  robes,  the  maids 
of  honour,  and  other  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber,  advancing  two  by  two  in  a  long  train, 
announced  the  approach  of  their  Sovereign.  Her  Majefty  came  forward  with  a  flow 
and  folemn  pace,  walking  with  great  pomp,  holding  her  head  high,  and  perpetually 
bowing  to  the  right  and  left.  She  ftopped  near  the  entrance  of  the  drawing-room,  and 
fpoke  with  great  affability  to  the  foreign  minifters,  while  they  kiffed  her  hand.  She 
then  advanced  a  few  fteps,  and  we  were  fingly  prefented  by  the  vice  chancellor  Count 
Ofterman,  and  had  the  honour  of  kifling  Her  Majefty's  hand.  The  Emprefs  wore,  ac- 
cording to  her  ufual  cuftom,  a  Ruffian  drefs,  a  robe  with  a  fhort  train,  and  a  veft  with 
fleeves  reaching  to  the  wrift,  like  a  Polonaife  ;  the  veft  was  of  gold  brocade,  and  the 
robe  of  light  green  filk  ;  her  hair  was  dreffed  low,  and  lightly  fprinkled  with  powder ; 
her  cap  ornamented  with  a  profufion  of  diamonds,  and  (lie  wore  much  rouge.      Her 

*  111  177S.  I  Now  Earl  of  Malmcfljury. 
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perfon,  though  rather  below  the  middle  fize,  is  majeftic,  and  her  countenance,  particu- 
larly when  file  fpeaks,  exprefles  both  dignity  and  fweetnefs.  She  walked  llowly  through 
the  drawing-room,  to  her  apartment,  and  entered  alone.  The  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs 
followed  the  Emprefs  to  the  door,  and  then  retired  to  their  own  drawing-room,  where 
they  had  a  levee  ;  but  as  we  had  not  yet  been  prefented  to  them  at  a  private  audience,, 
we  could  not,  according  to  the  etiquette  of  the  Ruflian  court,  follow  them.  The  Great 
Duchefs  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  His  Imperial  Highnefs,  and  they  both  inclined  their 
heads  on  either  fide  to  the  company,  as  they  pafled  along. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  fix,  we  repaired  to  a  ball  at  court.  The  private  as  well  as  the 
ftate  apartments  of  the  Emprefs  are  on  the  third  ftory,  and  the  whole  fuite  is  remarkably 
grand  and  fplendid.  We  found  the  company  aflembled  in  the  anti-chamber,  who,  as 
foon  as  the  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  made  their  appearance,  all  entered  a  fpacious 
ball-room. 

The  Great  Duke  opened  the  ball  by  walking  a  minuet  with  his  confort,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  handed  out  a  lady,  and  the  Great  Duchefs  a  gentleman,  with  whom  they  each 
performed  a  fecond  minuet  at  the  fame  time.  They  afterwards  fuccefllvely  conferred 
this  honour  in  the  fame  manner  upon  many  of  the  principal  nobility,  while  feveral  other 
couples  were  dancing  minuets  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  circle  :  the  minuets  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Polifh  dances,  and  followed  by  Englilh  country-dances.  When  the  Emprefs 
entered,  fhe  was  more  richly  appareled  than  in  the  morning,  and  wore  a  fmall  crown  of 
diamonds. 

On  her, appearance  the  ball  was  fufpended  ;  while  the  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  and 
the  mofl  confiderable  perfons  haftened  to  pay  their  refpefts  to  their  Sovereign.  Catha- 
rine having  addrefled  a  few  words  to  fome  of  the  principal  nobility,  afcended  an  ele- 
vated feat,  and  the  dancing  being  again  refumed,  {he,  after  a  (hort-time,  withdrew  into 
an  inner  apartment.  We,  in  company  with  feveral  courtiers,  threw  ourfelves  into  the 
fuite,  and  formed  a  circle  round  a  table,  at  which  (he  had  fat  down  to  cards.  Her  party 
confided  of  the  Duchefs  of  Courland,  Countefs  Bruce,  Sir  James  Harris,  Prince  Po- 
temkin,  Marlhal  Razomoflki,  Count  Panin,  Prince  Repnin,  and  Count  Ivan  Tcherni- 
chef.  The  game  was  Macao,  the  pieces  in  circulation  were  imperials  *,  and  a  player 
might  win  or  lofe  two  or  three  hundred  pounds. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  the  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  prefented  themfelves,  and 
flood  by  the  table  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  Her  Majefly  occafion- 
ally  entered  into  converfation  with  them.  The  Emprefs  paid  little  attention  to  the 
cards ;  converfed  familiarly  and  frequently  with  great  vivacity,  as  well  with  the  party 
at  play  as  with  the  perfons  of  rank  (landing  near  her.  About  ten  (he  retired,  and  foon 
after  the  ball  concluded. 

On  the  6th  we  had  the  honour  of  being  prefented  at  a  private  audience  to  the  Great 
Duke  and  Duchefs  ;  both  of  whom  converfed  with  us  in  the  mod  affable  and  conde- 
fcending  manner ;  according  to  the  etiquette  of  .this  court,  we  kiffed  Her  Imperial 
Highnefs's  hand. 

There  is  a  drawing  room  at  court  every  Sunday  morning  at  twelve,  and  on  other 
particular  feftivals,  at  which  the  Ambafladors  are  ufually  prefent,  and  which  all  foreign- 
ers who  have  been  prefented,  are  permitted  to  attend.  The  ceremony  of  killing  the 
Emprefs's  hand  is  repeated  every  court  day  by  foreigners  in  the  prefence  chamber,  and 
by  the  Ruffians  in  another  apartment,  who  bend  their  knee  on  this  occafion ;  an  ex- 

*  An  Imperial  =  zl, 
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preflion  of  homage  not  exai5ted  from  foreigners.      No  ladies,  excepting  thofe  of  the 
Emprefs's  houfehold,  make  their  appearance  at  the  morning  levees. 

Every  court  day  the  great  Duke  and  Duchefs  have  alfo  feparate  levees  at  their  own 
apartments  ia  the  palace.  And  on  particular  occafions,  fucu  as  her  own  and  the 
Emprefs's  birth-day,  &c.  foreigners  have  the  honour  of  killing  Her  Imperial  Highnefs's 
hand. 

In  the  evening  of  a  court  day,  there  is  always  a  ball  at  the  palace,  which  begins  be- 
tween fix  and  feven ;  the  foreign  ladies  kifs  the  Emprefs's  hand,  who  falutes  them  in 
return  on  the  cheek.  Her  Majefly,  unlefs  indifpofed,  generally  makes  her  appearance 
at  feven  ;  and  if  the  aflembly  is  not  numerous,  plays  at  Macao  in  the  ball-room  ;  the 
Great  Duke  and  Duchefs,  after  dancing,  fit  down  to  whifl:.  Their  Imperial  High- 
neffes,  after  a  fliort  interval,  rife,  approach  the  Emprefs's  table,  pay  their  refpedls,  and 
then  return  to  their  game.  When  the  ball  happens  to  be  crowded,  the  Emprefs 
forms  her  party  in  an  adjoining  room,  which  is  open  to  all  perfons  who  have  been 
prefented . 

The  richivefs  and  fplendour  of  the  Ruflian  court  furpafles  defcriptlon.  It  retains 
many  traces  of  the  Afiatic  pomp,  blended  with  European  refinement.  An  immenfe 
retinue  of  courtiers  always  preceded  and  followed  the  Emprefs;  the  colllinefs  and  glare 
of  their  apparel,  and  a  profufion  cf  precious  ftones,  created  a  fplendour,  of  which  the 
magnificence  of  other  courts  gives  a  faint  idea.  The  court-drefs  of  the  men  is  in  the 
French  fafliion  ;  that  of  the  ladies  is  a  gown  and  petticoat,  with  a  fmall  hoop  ;  the  gown 
has  long  hanging  fleeves  and  a  (hort  train,  and  is  of  a  different  colour  from  the  petti- 
coat. The  ladies  wore,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the  winter  of  1778  at  Paris  and 
London,  lofty  head-dreffes,  and  were  not  fparing  in  the  ufe  of  rouge.  Amid  the  fump- 
tuous  articles  which  diftinguifh  the  Ruffian  nobility,  none  perhaps  is  more  calculated  to 
llrike  a  foreigner  than  the  profufion  of  diamonds  and  other  precious  (tones,  which  fpar- 
kle  in  every  part  of  the  drefs.  In  mod  other  European  countries  thefe  coftly  ornaments 
are  principally  appropriated  to  the  ladies ;  but  here  the  men  vie  with  the  fair  fex  in  the 
ufe  of  them.  Many  of  the  nobility  were  almoft  covered  with  diamonds  ;  their  buttons, 
buckles,  hilts  of  fwords,  and  epaulets,  were  fet  with  diamonds,  their  hats  were  frequently 
embroidered,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  with  feveral  rows,  and  a  diamond  ftar  on  the 
coat  was  fcarcely  a  diftinftion.  This  paffion  for  jewels  feems  to  pervade  the  lower  ranks 
of  people,  for  even  private  families  abound  with  them,  and  the  wife  of  a  Ruffian  burgher 
will  appear  with  a  head-drefs  or  girdle  of  pearls,  and  other  precious  (tones,  of  the  value 
of  two  or  three  hundred  pounds. 

On  days  of  high  ceremony,  the  Em.prefs  generally  wears  a  crown  of  diamonds,  and 
appears  with  the  ribbands  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  George,  both  thrown 
over  the  fame  Ihoulder,  with  the  collars  and  the  two  ftars  emblazoned  upon  her  veft. 

On  certain  anniverfaries  the  Emprefs  dines  in  public;  two  of  thefe  days  occurred 
during  our  fl:ay  at  Peterfburgh.  The  2d  of  December  being  the  fealt  of  the  Ifmailof 
regiment  of  guards,  Her  Majefty,  who  as  Sovereign,  is  Colonel  of  the  corps,  gave,  ac- 
cording to  annual  cuftom,  a  grand  entertainment  to  the  officers.  She  was  dreffed  in 
the  uniform  of  the  regiment,  which  is  green  trimmed  with  gold  lace,  made  in  the  form 
of  a  lady's  riding  habit.  The  officers  having  kifled  her  hand,  a  falver  with  wine  was 
brought  in  by  one  of  the  lords  in  waiting,  and  the  Emprefs  prefented  a  glafs  to  each 
officer,  who  after  a  low  obeifance,  drank  it  off.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony  Her 
Majefty  led  the  way,  at  one  o'clock,  into  an  adjoining  apartment,  in  which  afumptuous 
dinner  was  fpread :  Ihe  took  her  place  in  the  middle  of  the  table,  and  the  officers  were 
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ranged  on  each  fide  according  to  their  refpedive  ranks.     The  Eniprcfs  helped  the  foup, 
and  during  the  whole  repaft,  which  lafted  an  hour,  paid  great  attention  to  her  guefts. 

On  a  fubfequentoccafionweattended  an  entertainment  given  to  the  Knightsof  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew.  The  Emprefs  wore  a  robeof  green  velvet,  lined  and  faced  with  ermine,  and 
a  diamond  collar  of  the  order.  The  drefs  of  the  knights  is  fplendid,  but  gaudy  and  inele- 
gant: they  are  habited  in  a  green  velvet  robe,  lined  with  filver  brocade,  a  coat  of  filver  bro- 
cade, waiftcoat  and  breechesof  gold  ftuft',  red  filk  ftockings,  ahat  i/^H^wj/r. ornamented 
with  a  plume  of  feathers,  and  interfperfed  with  diamonds.  'J'his  order  *  being  themofl 
honourable  in  Ruffia,  is  confined  to  a  few  perfons  of  the  firfl  rank  and  confequence ; 
and  only  twelve  fat  down  at  the  imperial  tables:  Prince  Potemkin,  Prince  Orlof,  Mar- 
(hal  Galitzin,  Counts  Alexey  Orlof,  Panin,  Razomofiki,  Tchernichef,  Voronzof,  Alex- 
ander  and  Leon  Narilkin,  Munic,  and  Betfkoi.  Before  dinner,  the  Emprefs  prefented 
each  knight  with  a  glafs  of  wine ;  at  table  flie  was  diltinguilhed  by  a  chair  ornamented 
with  the  arms  of  Ruflia,  and  prefided  with  her  ufual  dignity  and  condefcenfion.     The 

*  The  order  of  St.  Andiew,  or  the  Blue  Ribband,  the  firft  ever  known  in  thij  country,  was  inftituted 
by  Peter  I.  in  the  year  1698,  toon  after  liii  return  from  his  firft  expedition  into  foreign  countries.  Weber's 
Ver.  Ruff,  part  iii.  p.  3R    i6t. 

That  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfl<i,  or  the  Red  Ribband,  was  founded  by  the  fame  Sovereign,  but  never  cob- 
ferred  until  the  reign  of  Catharine  I.  in  1725. 

The  order  of  St.  Anne  of  Holftein,  was  inftituted  in  1735,  by  Chailes  Frederick  Duke  of  Holftein,  in 
memory  of  his  wife  Anne,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  introduced  into  RufTia  by  her  fon  Peter  III. 
It  is  in  tlie  difpofal  of  the  Great  Duke  as  Sovereign  of  Holftein.  The  knightJ  wear  a  red  ribband  bordered 
with  yellow. 

The  military  order  of  St.  George,  called  alfo  the  order  of  Merit,  and  which  has  the  precedence  over  that 
of  St.  Anne,  was  created  by  the  prefent  Emprefs  in  1769.  It  is  appropriated  to  perfons  ferving  by  land  or 
by  fca,  and  excepting  the  fmall  crofs  of  the  fourth  clafs,  never  beftowed  in  time  of  peace.  The  knights  wear 
a  ribband  with  black  and  orange  Ifripes. 

This  order  is  divided  into  four  claflTes.  The  knights  of  the  firft  clafs,  called  the  Great  Crofs,  wear  the 
ribband  over  the  right  fhoulder,  and  the  fiar  tipon  the  left  fide.  Each  receives  an  annual  falary  of  700  rou- 
bles =  )4ol.  The  knights  of  the  fecond  clafs  wear  the  ilar  upon  their  left  breaft,  the  ribband  with  the 
crofs  pendent  round  their  neck.  Each  receives  400  roubles  =  80I.  J>ci-  ami.  The  knights  of  the  third  clafs 
wear  the  fmall  crofs  pendent  round  their  ntck.  Each  receives  200  roubles,  or  ^ci].per  arm.  This  clafs 
admits  fifty.  The  l^nights  of  the  fourth  clafs  wear  the  fmall  crofs  fattened  by  a  ribh;ind  to  their  button, 
hole  like  the  French  Croix  de  St.  Louis.  Each  receives  100  roubles,  or  2g\.  per  atin.  The  fund  of  this 
order,  aligned  by  the  Emprefs  for  the  payment  of  their  falaties  and  other' expences,  is  40,000  roubles 
=  8,Gcol  per  arm.  Of  this  1,680  is  dellined  for  the  firft  clafs,  and  2,000  for  each  of  the  remaining  three. 
The  number  of  knights  is  unlimited.  In  1778  the  firft  clafs,  which  is  confined  to  commanders  in  chief, 
contained  only  four  ;  namely,  Maifhal  Romanzof,  for  his  vidlories  over  the  Turks ;  Count  Alexey  Orlof, 
_  for  burning  the  Turkifh  fleet  at  Tchefme  ;  Count  Panin,  for  the  taking  of  Bender  ;  and  Prince  Dolgo- 
rucki,  for  his  conquefts  in  the  Crimea.  The  fecond  clafs  comprized  only  eight  knights  ;  the  third  forty- 
eight  ;  and  the  fourth  two  hundred  and  thirty  leven,  Ko  perfon  can  obtain  this  order  wiihout  having 
performed  fome  gallant  exploit,  or  having  fervcd  with  credit  in  the  rank  of  ofHcer  twenty-five  years  by  land, 
or  eighteen  by  (ea.      See  Ukale  ueber  die  Stiftung  de  St.  Georg's-Ordens,  in  Schmidts  Beytrage. 

The  order  of  St.  Catharine,  appropriated  to  the  ladies  was  inftituted  in  1714  by  Peter,  in  honour  of  his 
wife  Catharine.  TliC  motto  of  "  Love  and  fidelity"  was  intended  to  commemorate  the  difplay  of  thofe 
virtuesin  her  behaviour  on  the  banks  of  the  Piuth.  This  order  is  extremely  honourable,  as  befides  the 
Emprefs,  the  Great  Duchefs,  and  a  few  foreign  princcfles,  only  five  Ruffian  ladies  were  decor.ited 
with  it. 

The  firft  and  moft  liiiiinguifticd  of  tlicfe  feveral  orders  is  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  whicli,  befide  the 
fovcreign  princti  and  foreigners,  comprized,  in  1778,  twenty -fix  Ruffians;  that  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki, 
one  hundred  and  nine;  and  that  of  St.  Anne  two  hundred  and  eight.  .  Tlie  Empreis  may  aUo  be  faid  to 
have  the  difpofal  of  the  Polifh  orders  of  the  White  Eagle  and  of  St.  Staniibus. 

Catharine  founded,  on  the  4th  of  Oftober,  1782,3  new  order,  called  St.  Vlodimir,  in  favour  of  thofe  who 
ferve  in  civil  employments ;  and  it  is  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  as  that  of  St.  George  with  refpeft  to  the 
falarics  annexed  to  the  different  clafTes.  There  are  to  be  ten  great  crofies,  twenty  of  the  fecond  clafs,  thirty 
of  the  third,  and  fixty  of  the  fourth,  befide  a  fifth  for  thsfe  who  have  fervcd  thirty-five  years,  which  gives 
them  a  right  to  wear  it. 

4  R  2  foreign 
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foreign  minifters  and  a  fplendid  train  of  courtiers  ftood  fpeftators  of  the  entertaiantent, 
and  feveral  were  occafionally  noticed  by  the  Emprefs. 

Two  or  three  times  in  the  winter  there  are  mafquerades  at  court,  to  which  perfons  of 
all  ranks  are  admitted.  At  one  of  thefe  entertainments  which  we  attended,  eight  thou« 
fend  tickets  were  diftributed  ;  and  a  magnificent  fuite  of  twenty  apartments,  handfomely 
ilhiminated,  was  opened  on  this  occafion.  One  of  thefe,  a  large  oblong  room,  the  fame 
in  which  the  common  balls  at  court  are  held,  had  a  fpacein  the  middle  enclofed  with  a 
low  railing,  appropriated  to  the  nobility  who  danced.  An  elegant  falcon  of  an  oval 
form,  called  the  great  hall  of  Apollo,  nearly  as  fpacious  as  the  rotunda  at  Ranelagh, 
but  without  fupport  in  the  middle,  was  allotted  for  the  dances  of  the  burghers,  and 
other  perfons  who  had  not  been  prefented.  The  remaining  rooms,  in  which  tea  and 
other  refrefhments  were  ferved,  were  filled  with  card  tables,  and  crowded  with  perfons 
continually  pafling  and  repaffing.  The  company  either  retained  their  mafks,  or  took 
them  off  at  their  pleafure.  The  nobles  in  general  wore  dominos ;  the  natives  of  infe- 
rior rank  appeared  in  their  own  provincial  clothes,  perhaps  embellifhed  with  occafional 
ornaments.  An  exhibition  of  the  feveral  dreffes  actually  ufed  by  the  different  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Ruffian  empire,  afforded  a  greater  variety  of  motley  figures,  than  the  wildeft 
fancy  ever  invented  in  the  mafquerades  of  other  countries.  Several  merchants  wives 
were  decked  with  large  quantities  of  valuable  pearls,  many  of  which  were  fplit  in  halves 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  more  (how. 

At  feven  the  Emprefs  made  her  appearance  at  the  head  of  a  fuperb  quadrille,  con- 
fifting  of  eight  ladies  led  by  as  many  gentlemen.  Her  Majefty  and  the  ladies  of  the 
felecl  band  were  fumptuoufly  appareled  in  Greek  habits,  and  the  gentlemen  were  ac- 
coutred in  the  Roman  military  garb,  their  helmets  richly  ftudded  with  diamonds ; 
among  the  ladies  I  diftinguifhed  the  Duchefs  of  Courland,  Princefs  Repnin,  and  Coun- 
tefs  Bruce ;  among  the  gentlemen.  Prince  Potemkin,  Marlhal  Razomoffki,  and  Count 
Ivan  Tchernichef.  The  Emprefs  led  the  way,  leaning  upon  the  arm  of  Marflial  Razo- 
moffld,  and  paffmg  in  great  ftate  through  the  feveral  apartments,  walked  two  or  three 
times  round  the  hall  of  Apollo,  and  then  fat  down  to  cards  in  an  adjoining  falcon ; 
the  company  flocked  thither  in  crowds  without  diftinftion,  and  arranged  themfelves 
round  the  table  at  a  refpeftful  diftance.  The  Emprefs  withdrew  as  ufual  before 
eleven. 

A  feparate  edifice  called  the  Hermitage,  communicates  with  the  palace  by  means  of 
a  covered  gallery.  It  takes  this  appellation  becaufe  it  is  the  fcene  of  imperial  retire- 
ment ;  but  bears  no  refemblance  to  a  hermitage,  the  apartments  being  extremely  fpa- 
cious, and  decorated  in  a  ftyle  of  regal  magnificence.  To  this  favourite  fpot  the  Em- 
prefs ufually  repairs  an  hour  or  two  every  day,  and  on  a  Thurfday  evening  gives  a 
private  ball  and  fupper  to  the  principal  perfons  who  form  her  court ;  ambaffadors  and 
foreigners  being  feldom  invited.  At  this  entertainment  all  ceremony  is  baniffied,  as  far 
as  is  confiftent  with  the  refpeft  due  to  a  great  Sovereign.  The  attendance  of  fervants 
being  excluded,  the  fupper  and  various  refrefliments  are  prefented  on  fmall  tables,  which 
rife  and  fall  through  trap-doors.  Many  direftions  for  the  regulation  of  this  feleft  fo- 
ciety  are  difpofed  in  the  various  apartments ;  and  their  general  tendency  was  to  encou- 
rage freedom,  banilh  etiquette,  and  invite  the  mod  unreftrained  eafe.  One  written  in 
the  French  language  I  comprehended,  and  retained.  "  AJfeyez  vous  oh  vous  voulez,  et 
quand  il  vous  plaira,  fans  qiion  le  repete  milk  Jots  *." 

*  Sit  down  where  you  chufe,  and  when  you  pleafe,  without  its  being  repeated  to  you  a  thoufand 
times. 

A  winter 
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A  winter  and  fummer  garden,  comprifed  within  the  fite  of  the  building,  are  fingdar 
coriofities,  and  fuch  as  do  not  perhaps  occur  in  any  other  palace  in  Europe.  The  fum- 
mer garden,  in  the  true  Afiatic  ftyle,  occupies  the  whole  level  roof  of  the  edifice :  but 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  was  buried  under  the  fnow.  The  winter  garden  is  roofed  and 
furrounded  with  glafs  frames ;  it  is  a  high  and  fpacious  hot  houfe,  laid  out  in  gravel 
walks,  ornamented  with  parterres  of  flowers,  orange  trees,  and  other  flirubs,  and  peopled 
with  feveral  birds  of  fundry  forts  and  various  climates,  which  flitted  from  tree  to  tree. 
The  whole  exhibited  a  pleafing  efFeft,  and  was  more  delightful  as  being  contrafied  with 
the  dreary  feafon  of  the  year. 

A  magnificent  range  of  buildings  has  been  recently  added  to  the  Imperial  palace  ;\t 
joins  the  Hermitage,  and  is  fo  extenfive  that  it  may  be  called  another  palace.  A  fuperb 
fuite  of  apartments,  chiefly  occupied  by  the  Emprefs,  contains  the  cabinet  of  pictures, 
principally  compofed  of  the  following  colletlions  : 

1.  The  celebrated  collection  of  Crozat,  at  Paris,  which  vied  with  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans ;  it  coi>fifted  of  more  than  three  hundred  and  feventy  pieces,  including 
various  flietches. 

2.  The  fmall  but  well  <:hofen  coUeflion  of  counfellor  Tronchin,  of  Geneva  ;  in  which 
may  be  noticed  feveral  by  Teniers,  and  a  Chrifl  bearing  the  crofs,  by  Ludovico  Caracci, 
half  length,  of  the  natural  fize  ;  the  countenance  expreffive  of  that  meek  dignity  by 
which  the  founder  of  the  Bolognefe  fchool  pe-culiarly  charadcrifed  the  Saviour  of 
mankind. 

3.  The  colledlion  of  Count  Bruhl,  remarkable  for  twelve  Woverman's ;  a  Holy 
Family,  by  Watteau  ;  an  Ecce  Homo,  by  Caravagio  ;  a  painter  who  fucceeded  in 
delineating  fimple  nature  and  low  life,  but  was  extremely  deficient  in  treating  dignified 
fubjefts. 

4.  Par-t  of  the  colleflion  of  the  Chevalier  Bardouin,  purchafed  at  Paris  ;  the  pofleflbr 
referving  to  himfelf  feveral  landfcapes  by  the  Dutch  mafl:ers,  and  Vernet.  Among  the 
piftures  which  came  to  the  Emprefs,  I  obferved  fome  excellent  paintings  by  Rubens 
and  Vandyke,  particularly  an  ineftimable  head  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  by  Rubens,  a 
Study  after  Nature,  for  the  Luxemburgh  gallery,  greatly  exprefllve  of  that  vivacity  and 
hon-hommie  which  charaderifed  that  amiable  monarch  ;  two,  by  Ferdinand  Bol;  feveral, 
by  Rembrandt,  in  his  flrong  but  uncouth  manner,  and  two  lovely  groupes  of  children's 
heads,  in  the  charafters  of  angels,  by  the  inimitable  Corregio. 

5.  The  colleftion  of  Houghton-houfe,  the  lofs  of  which  all  lovers  of  the  arts  mufi: 
fincerely  regret,  and  upon  which  I  need  not  enlarge,  as  the  piftures  are  well  known, 
from  the  catalogue  publifhed  by  Horace  Walpole,  and  from  the  engravings  by  BoydeL 

6.  A  coHeclion  from  Venice,  containing  feveral,  by  old  Palma,  Titian,  Paul  Vero.iefe, 
and  the  Baflans  ;  many  of  which  are,  perhaps,  not  originals. 

Of  the  Roman  fchool  the  Emprefs  poflfefles  three  capital  pictures,  by  Raphael,  which 
belonged  to  the  cabinet  of  Crozat  :  a  Holy  Family,  in  that  great  mafler's  bed;  manner, 
and  in  the  higheft  prefervation  ;  a  Portrait  of  Cardinal  Pole,  alfo  in  his  bell  manne  •  ; 
and  a  St,  George,  of  which  there  is  an  engraving  by  Vofierman.  I  mufl:  not  omit  an 
old  and  excellent  copy  of  the  School  of  Athens,  of  which  the  original  frefco  painting  in 
the  Vatican,  for  compofition,  corrednefs  of  defign,  and  juft  delineation  of  charader,  is 
unrivalled. 

Several  fine  landfcapes  by  Claude  Lorraine,  the  painter  of  nature,  and  two  by  Gaf- 
par  Poufljn,  in  which  that  poetical  painter,  fo  remarkable  for  his  pidurefque  pencil,  has 
ieliaeated  toWers  and  battlements, 

»•  Bofom'd  high  in  tufted  trees  j" 

and 
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and  realizes  the  beautiful  imagery  in  the  Penferofo  of  Milton : 

"  And  when  the  fun  begins  to  fling 

His  flaming  beams,  me,  goddefs  bring 

To  arched  walks  of  twilight  groves, 

And  (hadows  brown  that  Sylvan  loves 

Of  pine,  or  monumental  oak, 

Where  the  rude  axe  with  heaved  flroke 

Was  never  heard  the  nymphs  to  daunt. 

Or  fright  them  from  their  hallow'd  haunt." 

By  Salvator  Rofa,  the  well-known  picture  of  the  Prodigal  Son  from  the  Houghton 
coUeflion,  Democritus  and  Protagoras,  not  lefs  celebrated,  and  feveral  fine  land- 
fcapes. 

Of  the  Bolognefe  fchool,  two  Guercinos,  and  feveral  invaluable  pieces  by  Guido. 
Befides  thecelebrated  pifture  of  the  doctors  confulting  on  the  immaculate  conception 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  from  the  Houghton  colledtion,  I  could  not  fufficiently  admire  that 
delightful  painting,  known  by  the  name  of  Les  Coufeufes,  from  the  Crozat  coUeflion. 
This  charming  pidure  reprefents  an  aged  governefs  fuperintending  feveral  young 
women  at  work,  who  are  models  of  perfed  beauty,  unaffeded  grace,  and  ferene 
innocence.  Thefe  two  paintings  are  fufficient  to  exculpate  Guido  from  the  cen- 
fures  of  thofe  connoifleurs,  who,  judging  haftily  from  a  few  fpecimens,  indifcriminately 
accufe  him  of  always  facrificing  too  much  to  the  graces,  and  of  introducing  affeded 
attitudes. 

The  cabinet  contains  alfo  a  few  pidures  by  Battoni  and  Mengs,  with  whom  the  genius 
of  the  Roman  fchool  feems  to  have  expired.  Of  Battoni,  Thetis  approaching  Charon 
with  her  infant  Achilles  afleep  is  not  without  merit. 

Three  pidures  by  Mengs  deferve  notice :  Perfeus  and  Andromeda,  in  which  the 
painter  has  erred  againft  cojlitme,  by  reprefenting  the  hero  naked,  and  Andromeda  half 
clothed.  The  Judgment  of  Paris,  a  fine  pidure.  and  St.  John  preaching  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  a  fingle  figure  ;   the  air  and  motion  are  dignified. 

The  ordinary  diftribution  of  the  Emprefs's  time  at  Peteriburgh,  as  it  concerns  fo 
great  a  Princefs,  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

Catherine  ufually  rifes  at  fix,  and  is  engaged  till  eight  or  nine  in  public  bufmefs  with 
her  fecretary.  At  ten  fhe  generally  begins  her  toilet,  and  while  her  hair  is  drefllng,  the 
minifters  of  ftate  and  aid-de-camps  in  waiting,  receive  their  orders.  Being  dieffed  about 
eleven,  fhe  fends  for  her  grand-children  the  young  Princes  Alexander  and  Conftantine, 
or  vifits  them  in  their  own  apartment.  Before  dinner  flie  receives  the  Great  Duke  and 
Duchefs,  and  fits  down  to  table  rather  before  one.  She  has  always  company  at  dinner, 
ufually  nine  perfons,  confining  of  the  generals  and  lords  in  waiting,  a  lady  of  the  bed- 
chamber, a  maid  of  honour,  and  two  or  three  of  die  Ruffian  nobles,  whom  flie  invites. 
Their  Imperial  Highneffes  dine  with  her  three  times  in  the  week,  on  which  days  the 
party  is  increafed  to  eighteen.  The  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber  in  waiting,  who  fits  op- 
pofiteto  the  Emprefs,  carves  one  dilli  and  prefents  it  to  iier;  a  ceremony,  which  having 
once  politely  accepted,  fhe  afterwards  difpenfes  with.  Her  Majefly  is  remarkably  tcm- 
perate,  and  is  feldom  at  table  more  than  an  hour.  From  thence  fhe  retires  to  her  own 
apartment,  and  at  three  frequently  repairs  to  her  library  in  the  Hermitage.  At  five  fhe 
vifits  the  theatre  *,  or  a  private  concert ;  and  when  there  is  no  court  in  the  evening, 

*  An  Italian  opera,  p  com.pany  of  RufHan  and  another  of  French  players  were,  in  i ;  78,  maintained  at 
Her  Majefty's  cxpence,  at  which  the  fpedators  were  admitted  gratis. 

8  has 
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has  a  fmall  party  at  cards.     She  feldom  fups  ;   generally  retires  at  half  part  ten,  and  is 
ufiially  in  bed  before  eleven  *. 

The  Great  Duke  is  extremely  fond  of  the  manage  ;  and  two  or  three  times  in  the 
week  takes  the  diverfion  of  a  tuurnament,  which  is  thus  dcfcribed  in  my  friend  Colonel 
Floyd's  Journal :  "  Count  Orlof  having  obtained  the  Great  Duke's  permiflion  for  me 
to  attend  the  manage  of  the  court,  I  went  this  morning  to  fee  a  tournament.  His 
Imperial  Highnefs  and  eleven  of  his  nobles,  drelTed  in  uniforms  of  buff  and  gold,  and 
armed  with  lances,  fwords,  and  piftols,  were  aflembled  by  nine  o'clock,  although  it  was 
yet  duflc  The  Great  Duke  drew  them  up  by  pairs  ;  and  on  the  found  of  the  trumpet, 
himfelf  and  the  knights  mounted  their  horl'es,  and  retired  in  due  order  without  the  rails. 
Two  rings  were  fufpended  on  oppolite  fides  of  the  walls  on  each  fide  of  the  manage ; 
at  each  corner  was  a  moor's  head  of  pafte-board,  or  an  apple  fixed  upon  a  pole,  and 
between  them  two  heads  with  a  fquib  in  the  mouths.  Thefe  were  all  placed  upon 
ftands  almoft  as  high  as  a  man  on  horfeback,  and  at  fome  paces  from  the  wall ;  at  each 
end  was  alfo  an  helmet  of  palf  eboard  raifed  upon  a  (land  about  a  foot  from  the  ground, 
and  about  four  from  the  wall.  The  two  judges,  with  Lord  Herbert  and  myfelf,  who 
were  the  only  fpeftators,  took  our  fiation  on  the  outfide  of  the  rail.  Upon  a  fecond 
fignal  from  the  trumpet,  two  knights  entered  at  oppofite  ends  of  the  manage.  A  band 
of  mufic  played  a  quick  air,  while  each  knight,  galloping  his  horfe  to  the  right,  and 
making  a  volt  faluted  with  their  lances  at  the  fame  time,  then  continuing  their  courfe 
round  the  manage,  each  ran  with  his  lance,  firft  at  the  rings  fufpended  from  the  walls, 
and  next  at  the  moor's  head  ;  after  which  they  delivered  their  lances,  as  they  went  on, 
to  their  fervants  on  foot.  The  knights  then  drew  their  piflols,  and  each  making  a  fecond 
volt  round  the  other  heads,  dil'charged  them  in  order  to  fet  fire  to  the  fquib ;  then 
purfuing  their  courfe  round  the  manage,  drew  their  fwords,  and  making  a  third  volt 
round  the  apple,  endeavoured  to  ftrike  it  to  the  ground.  They  finifhed  their  career  by 
(looping  down,  and  as  they  galloped  by,  thrufling  their  fwords  through  the  helmets; 
then  poifing  them  in  the  air,  they  met  in  the  middle,  and  riding  towards  the  judge,  fa- 
luted  him,  related  the  attempts  in  which  they  had  fucceeded,  and  demanded  their  prizes: 
the  prize  was  about  four  fhillings  for  each  achievement,  and  an  equal  fine  was  paid  for 
every  failure.  '^Che  whole  was  performed  on  a  continued  gallop,  and  always  to  the  right. 
In  running  at  the  ring,  the  head,  or  the  helmet,  it  is  efteemed  honourable  to  put  the 

*  Catharine  was  as  fortunate  in  her  death  as  flie  was  in  her  life,  having  reached  her  fixty-nintli  year,  and 
the  thirty -fixth  of  lier  reign,  without  experiencing  the  infirmities  of  age.  A  feiv  days  before  her  demife 
(lie  complained  (lightly  of  an  cccafional  giddinefs ;  her  phylieian  recommended  bleeding  ;  fhe  replied,  I  will 
rcferve  that  remedy  for  a  ferious  illncfs. 

In  the  evening  which  preceded  her  death,  fhe  was  miufiially  cheerful,  (lept  well,  rofe  early  as  ufual,  drank 
cnfFee,  wrote  till  half  pail  nine,  and  fent  a  note  to  Prince  Zuboff,  ordering  him  to  biing  at  noon  the  fub- 
fidiary  treaty  with  Great  Britain  againft  France,  for  het  fignature.  The  mefTcnger  on  returning,  did  not 
find  the  Emprefs  either  in  her  cabinet,  or  in  any  of  the  apartments. 

After  waiting  fome  time,  he  opened  the  door  which  led  from  her  apaitments  to  that  of  the  bedchamber- 
woman,  and  found  the  Emprefs  half  leaning  with  her  head  and  back  againll  the  wall,  near  the  water  clofet, 
and  quite  fpeechlefs.  She  had  not  made  the  Icaft  exclamation,  for  the  door  of  one  of  the  apartments  occu- 
pied by  her  female  attendants  was  open,  and  the  lady  who  was  warming  herfelf  by  the  lire,  hcaid  nothing. 

The  Emprefs  was  immediately  blooded  and  blifteied,  but  continued  fpeechlefs,  though  breathing,  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  expired  the  next  morning. 

Anexprefs  being  fent  by  the  fivft  miniller  Prince  Beftorodko,  the  Great  Duke  came  from  Gatchina  about 
nine  in  the  evening,  and  fucceeded  with  great  tranquility.  In  a  few  hours  the  imperial  palace  exhibited  a 
wonderful  metamorphofia,  and  was  transformed  from  an  elegant  magnificent  place  of  refidcnce  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gnrrifon  ;  numerous  centincls  were  Rationed  at  all  the  avenues,  and  in  all  the  paflages,  and 
the  new  Sovereign,  with  tb€  officers  of  his  houfehold  and  hia  fervants,  appeared  in  jack- boots  and  kevea- 
huller  hats. 

horfe 
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horfe  into  full  career,  which  increafes  the  difficulty.  The  judge  having  beflowed  the 
rewards,  or  taken  the  forfeits,  ordered  the  two  knights  to  retire.  The  trumpets  again 
founding,  two  others  made  their  appearance,  and  performed  the  fame  manoeuvres.  This 
exercife  was  repeated  twice  by  each  ])air  of  knights.  The  whole  troop  then  entered  aC 
the  fame  time,  marched,  charged,  formed,  drew  and  returned  their  fwords,  and  dif- 
mounted  by  word  of  command  from  the  Great  Dulie.  At  the  conclufion  they  adjourned 
to  the  fire  ;  chocolate  was  brought  in,  and  after  a  fhort  converfation,  the  Great  Duke 
bowed  and  retired." 

The  nobles  of  Peterfburgh  are  no  lefs  than  thofe  of  Mofcow  difiinguifhed  for  hofpi- 
tality  to  foreigners.  We  were  no  fooner  prefented  to  a  perfon  of  rank  and  fortune, 
th;m  we  were  regarded  as  domellic  vifitants.  Many  of  the  nobility  keep  an  open  table, 
to  which  the  firil  invitation  was  confidered  as  a  Handing  paflport  of  admiffion.  The 
only  form  neceffary  on  this  occafion,  was  to  make  inquiry  in  the  morning  if  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  dined  at  home  ;  and  if  he  did,  we  prefented  ourfelves  at  his  table  without 
further  ceremony.  The  oftner  we  appeared  at  thefe  hofpitable  boards,  the  more 
acceptable  guefts  we  were  efteemed,  and  we  always  feemed  to  confer  inftead  of  receiv- 
ing a  favour. 

The  tables  are  ferved  with  great  profufion  and  tafte.  Though  the  Ruffians  have 
adopted  the  delicacies  of  French  cookery,  yet  they  neither  affedl  to  defpife  their  native 
diflies,  nor  fqueamiflily  reje£t  the  folid  joints  which  charafterize  an  Englifh  repaft.  The 
plaineft,  as  well  as  the  choicefl:  viands,  are  coUefted  from  the  mod  didant  quarters :  I 
have  frequently  feen  at  the  fame  table  fferlet  from  the  Volga,  veal  from  Archangel, 
mutton  from  Aftrachan,  beef  from  the  .Ukraine,  and  phcafants  from  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia. The  common  wines  are  claret,  Burgundy,  and  Champagne;  and  I  never  tailed 
Englifh  beer  and  porter  in  greater  perfeftion  and  abundance.  Before  dinner,  even  in 
the  houfes  of  perfons  of  the  firft  dillinftion,  a  fmall  table  is  fpread  in  the  corner  of  the 
drawing  room,  covered  with  plates  of  caviare,  dried  and  pickled  herrings,  fmoked  ham 
or  tongue,  bread,  butter,  and  cheefe,  together  with  bottles  of  different  liqueurs;  and 
f^w  of  the  company  of  either  fex  omitted  a  prelude  of  this  kind  to  the  main  enter- 
tainment. 

This  pradice  has  induced  many  travellers  to  relate,  that  the  Ruffians  fwallow  bowls 
of  brandy  before  dinner.  What  are  the  ufages  of  the  vulgar  in  this  particular  I  cannot 
determine;  but  among  the  nobility  I  never  obferved  the  leafl:  violation  of  extreme  fo- 
briety  ;  and  this  cuftom  of  taking  liquor  before  dinner,  confidering  the  extreme  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  glaffes,  is  an  innocent  refrefhment,  and  will  not  convey  the  fainted  idea  of 
excefs.  Indeed,  the  Ruffians  in  nowife  differ  from  the  French  in  this  inftance,  than  in 
tafting  a  glafs  of  liqueur  before  their  repad,  which  the  French  defer  till  after  dinner. 
The  ufual  hour  of  dining  is  at  three ;  and  the  entertainments  are  modly  regulated  ac- 
cording to  the  French  ceremonial ;  the  wine  is  circulated  during  meals,  and  the  difhes 
are  no  fooner  removed  than  the  company  retire  into  another  room,  and  are  ferved  with 
coffee.  Nor  do  the  gentlemen,  asi  n  England,  continue  wedded  to  the  bottle  while  the 
ladies  withdraw  into  a  feparate  apartment. 

Several  of  the  nobility  alfo  receive  company  every  evening  in  the  mod  eafy  manner  : 
the  parties  ufually  meet  at  feven,  fome  fit  down  to  whid,  raacao,  loo,  and  other  games, 
fome  converfe,  others  dance.  Amid  the  refrefliments  tea  is  handed  round  no  lefs  fre- 
quently than  in  England.  At  ten  fupper  is  brought  in,  and  the  party  generally  break 
up  between  eleven  and  twelve.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  fay,  that  during  our  continu- 
ance in  this  city,  not  one  evening  paffed  but  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  attend  an  affem- 
bly  of  this  fort ;  and  had  we  always  frequented  the  fame,  we  fhould  always  have  found 
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the  greateft  cordiality  of  reception.  From  thefe  circumRances,  perhaps  no  metropofla 
in  Europe,  excepting  Vienna,  is  rendered  more  agreeable  to  foreigners  than  Peterf- 
burgh. 

The  houfes  of  the  nobility  are  furniflied  with  great  elegance  ;  and  the  fuite  of  apart' 
ments  in  which  they  receive  company  is  unconmionly  fplendid.  They  are  fitted  up  in 
the  ftyle  of  London  and  Paris,  and  the  new  fafhions  make  their  appearance  as  foon  as  in 
thofe  two  capitals. 

Having,  on  a  former  occafion,  defcribed  the  modes  of  falutation  praftifed  by  the  pea- 
fants  and  common  people ;  I  fhall  here  mention  thofe  which  I  obferved  in  ufe  among 
perfons  of  higher  rank.  The  gentlemen  bow  very  low,  and  the  ladies  incline  their 
heads  inflead  of  curtfying.  Sometimes  the  gentlemen  kifs  the  ladies'  hands  as  a  mark 
of  refpedt,  which  is  ufual  in  many  countries  :  if  the  parties  are  well  acquainted,  or  of 
equal  condition,  or  if  the  lady  means  to  pay  a  compHment,  fhe  falutes  his  cheek  while 
he  is  kiffing  her  hand.  Frequently,  while  fhe  ftoops  to  touch  his  cheek,  he  takes  that 
opportunity  of  faluting  her.  I  have  often  obferved  this  ceremony  performed  and  re- 
peated, as  well  in  the  drawing-room  at  court,  as  at  the  different  affemblies.  If  the  gen- 
tleman is  a  perfon  of  high  rank,  the  lady  offers  firfl  to  kifs  his  hand,  which  he  pre- 
vents by  faluting  her  cheek.  The  men,  and  particularly  relations,  exchange  falutes 
in  this  manner,  each  kilTmg  the  other's  hand  at  the  fame  inflant,  and  afterwards  their 
cheeks. 

The  RufTians,  in  the  ufual  mode  of  addrefs,  never  prefix  any  title  or  appellation  of 
refpeft  to  their  names ;  but  perfons  of  all  ranks,  even  thofe  of  the  firfl  diflindtion,  call 
each  other  by  their  chriftian  names,  to  which  they  add  a  patronymic.  Thefe  patrony-- 
mics  are  formed  in  fome  cafes  by  adding  Vitch  *  to  the  chriftian  name  of  the  father,  in 
others  by  Of  or  Ef ;  the  former  applied  only  to  perfons  of  condition,  the  latter  to  thofe 
of  inferior  rank.     Thus, 


Ivan  Ivanovitch 
Ivan  Ivanof 

Peter  Alexievitch 


}   ^- 


Ivan  the  fon  of  Ivan. 


Peter  Alexievitch       7       t>  ^      .l    r        r  ai     - 
Peter  Alexeof  j      ^^^"  ^^^  f°»  °^  ^lexey. 


The  female  pati-onymic  is  Efna  or  Ofna,  as  Sophia  Alexefna,  or  Sophia  the  daughter  of 
Alexey  ;  Maria  Ivanofna,  or  Maria  the  daughter  of  lyan. 

Great  families  are  alfo  in  general  diftinguifhed  by  a  furname,  as  thofe  of  Romanof, 
Galitzin,  and  Sheremetof. 

Travellers  who  have  experienced  the  great  politenefs  and  tafte,  which  diftinguifli  the 
Ruffian  nobility,  both  in  their  entertainments  and  affemblies,  mufl  be  furprized  to  find, 
that  fcarcely  fixty  years  ago  Peter  the  Great  t  thought  it  neceffary  to  eftablifh  the  follow- 
ing regulations  by  authority: 

Regulations  for  ^Jfemblies  at  Peterjburg  in  171 9. 

"  AfTembly  is  a  French  term,  which  cannot  be  rendered  in  Ruffian  in  one  word  :  It 
fignifies  a  number  of  perfons  meeting  together,  either  for  diverfion,  or  to  talk  about 
their  own  affairs.  Friends  may  fee  each  other  on  that  occafion  to  confer  together  on 
bufinefs  or  other  fubjects,  to  enquire  after  domeftic  and  foreign  news,  and  fo  to  pafs 

•  Vitch  is  the  fame  as  our  Fitz,  as  Fitzherbert,  or  the  fon  of  Herbert. 
t  Perry's  State  of  Ruffia,  vol.  i.  p,  18S. 
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their  time.  After  what  manner  we  will  have  thofe  alTemblies  kept,  may  be  learned  from 
what  follows : 

"  I.  The  perfon  at  whofe  houfe  the  afTembly  is  to  be  in  the  evening,  is  to  hang  out  a 
bill  or  other  fign,  to  give  notice  to  all  perfons  of  either  fex.  —  2.  The  aflembly  fhall  not 
begin  fooner  than  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon,  nor  continue  later  than  ten  at  night. — 
3.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  is  not  obliged  to  go  and  meet  his  guefts,  to  conduft  them 
out,  or  to  entertain  them  ;  but  though  himfelf  is  exempt  from  waiting  on  them,  he 
ought  to  find  chairs,  candles,  drink,  and  all  the  neceifaries  afked  for,  as  alio  to  provide 
for  all  forts  of  gaming,  and  what  belongs  thereto.  —  4.  No  certain  hour  is  fixed  for  any 
body's  coming  or  going ;  it  is  fufficient  if  one  makes  his  appearance  in  the  affembly.— 
5.  It  is  left  to  every  one's  liberty  to  fit,  walk,  or  play,  juft  as  he  likes ;  nor  fliall  any 
body  hinder  him,  or  take  exception  at  what  he  does,  on  pain  of  emptying  the  Great 
Eagle  (a  bowl  filled  with  wine  or  brandy).  As  for  the  reft,  it  is  enough  to  falute  at 
coming  and  going.  —  6.  Perfons  of  rank,  as  for  inftance,  noblemen,  fuperior  officers, 
iikewife  merchants  of  note,  and  head-mafters,  (by  which  are  underftood  fliip-builders,) 
perfons  employed  in  the  Chancery,  and  their  wives  and  children,  fhall  have  liberty  of 
frequenting  the  affemblies.  —  7.  A  particular  place  fliall  be  aifigned  to  the  footmen, 
(thofe  of  the  houfe  excepted,)  that  there  may  be  fufficient  room  in  the  apartments  de- 
figned  for  the  affembly." 

The  Englifli  merchants  live  in  a  focial  and  even  fplendid  manner.  Befides  conftant 
meetings  at  their  refpeftive  houfes,  they  have  once  a  fortnight  a  regular  affembly  to 
which  they  obligingly  invite  all  their  countrymen  who  happen  to  be  at  Peterfburgh,  and 
occafionally  fome  Ruflian  ladies.  There  is  a  ball,  cards,  and  fupper  ;  twelve  or  four- 
teen couple  ufually  dance  at  thefe  meetings,  which  are  perfectly  cheerful  and  agreeable. 

A  traveller  who  frequents  the  houfes  of  the  Rufiian  nobility  will  be  ftruck  with  the 
variety  of  complexions  and  faces  which  are  obfervable  among  the  retainers  and  fervants; 
Ruffians,  Fins,  Laplanders,  Georgians,  Circaffians,  Poles,  Tartars,  and  Calmucs.  He 
will  be  no  lefs  furprifed  on  being  informed,  that  many  of  the  fervants,  who  belong  to 
the  Englilh  and  other  foreigners,  are  Mahonietans,  of  whom  numerous  colonies  are  {till 
refident  in  this  vaft  empire. 

Fortrefs  of  Peterfburgh. — Cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul, — To??ib  of  Peter  the  Great, 
andihefucceeding  Sovereigns. — Mint. — Hijiory  of  the  Boat  calledThe  Little  Grandfire, 
which  gave  rife  to  the  Rujfian  Navy  on  the  Black  Sea. 

THE  origin  of  the  fortrefs,  which  occafioned  the  foundation  of  this  capital,  has  been 
related  in  the  general  defcription  of  Peterfburgh.  Mafiive  walls  of  brick,  faced  with 
hewn  granite,  and  flrengthened  with  five  baftions,  encircle  a  fmali  ifland  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  in  circumference,  formed  by  the  Great  and  Little  Neva.  Within  the  Go- 
vernor's  houfe  are  barracks  for  a  fmall  garrifon,  feveral  wards  ufed  as  a  common  jail, 
and  dungeons  for  the  confinement  of  flate  prifoners. 

In  the  centre  flands  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  in  a  different  ftyle  of  archi- 
tefture  from  that  ufually  employed  in  the  conftrudion  of  churches  for  thefervice  of  the 
Greek  religion.  Inftead  of  domes,  it  is  furmounted  with  a  fpire  of  copper  gilt,  two 
hundred  and  forty  feet  in  height.  The  interior  decorations  are  more  elegant  and  lefs 
gaudy  than  thofe  in  the  churches  of  Novogorod  and  Mofcow,  and  the  paintings  are 
executed  in  the  modern  flyle  of  the  Italian  fchool. 
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In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  of  all  the  fuccef- 
five  fovereijrns,  excepting  thofe  of  Peter  H.  buried  at  Pvlofcow,  and  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate Peter  III.  *  interred  in  the  convent  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki.  The  tombs  are  of 
marble,  in  the  fhape  of  a  fquare  coffin  ;  and  one  excepted,  have  infcriptions  in  the  Ruf- 
fian tongue :  when  I  faw  them,  they  were  covered  with  gold  brocade,  bordered  with 
filver  lace  and  ermine. 

I  viewed,  not  without  peculiar  veneration  and  awe,  the  fepulchre  which  contains  the 
body  of  Peter  I. ;  the  (lernnefs,  or  rather  the  ferocity  of  whole  difpofition,  neither  fpared 
age  nor  fex,  nor  the  dearefl;  connections  ;  and  who  yet,  with  a  ftrong  degree  of  com- 
punftion,  was  accuflomed  to  fay,  "  I  can  reform  my  people,  but  I  cannot  reform  my- 
felf."  A  t  royal  hiftorian  has  juftly  obferved  of  Peter,  that  he  redeemed  the  cruelties 
of  a  tyrant  by  the  virtues  of  a  legiflator.  We  mud  readily  allow  that  he  confiderably 
reformed  and  civilized  his  fubjefts;  that  he  created  a  navy,  and  new-modelled  his  army; 
that  he  encouraged  the  arts  and  fciences,  promoted  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  Ruffian  grandeur.  But,  inftead  of  exclaiming  il\  the  language  of 
panegyric, 

Erubefce,  ars !    Hie  vir  raaximus  tibi  nihil  debult  : 
Exulta,  natura  !     Hoc  (lupendium  tuum  eft  * : 

we  may,  on  the  contrary,  venture  to  regret  that  he  was  not  taught  the  leflbns  of  humanity; 
that  his  fublime  but  unruly  genius  was  not  controuled  and  improved  by  proper  culture  ; 
nor  his  favage  nature  correfted  and  foftened  by  the  refinements  of  art.  And  if  Peter  failed 
in  enlightening  the  mafs  of  his  fubjefts  equal  to  his  wifhes,  the  failure  was  occafioned 
by  his  own  precipitate  temper,  by  the  chimerical  idea  of  introducing  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences by  force,  and  of  performing  in  a  moment  what  can  only  be  the  gradual  work  of 
time ;  by  violating  the  eflahliflied  cufloms  of  his  people,  and  in  contradidlion  to  the 
diftates  of  found  policy,  requiring  an  immediate  facrifice  of  prejudices  fanftified  by  ages. 
In  a  word,  his  failure  was  the  failure  of  a  fuperior  genius  wandering  without  a  guide; 
and  the  grcateft  eulogium  we  can  juflly  offer  to  his  extraordinary  charader,  is  to  allow 
that  his  virtues  were  his  own,  and  his  defedls  thofe  of  education  and  counti-y.  Peter 
the  Great  was  born  at  Mofcow  on  the  30th  of  May,  1672,  and  died  at  Peterfburgh  on 
the  28th  of  January,  1725,  in  the  fifty-third  of  his  age,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  of  a 
glorious  reign. 

I  obferved  near  the  tomb  of  Peter  fome  TurkiOi  colours :  they  were  taken  in  the 
naval  engagement  of  Tchefme,  difplayed  during  a  folemn  procefTion,  and  placed  by 
the  hand  of  the  Emprefs,  at  the  tomb  of  the  Sovereign  who  founded  the  Ruffian  navy. 

*  Catherine  the  Second  was  interred  in  this  cathedral.  On  the  acceflion  of  Paul,  the  remains  of  his 
father  Peter  the  Third  were  removed  from  the  church  ot  the  monaftery.and  afterlying  in  ftate,  interred  with 
regal  pomp  in  the  cathedral,  in  the  fame  fepulchre  as  the  body  of  Catharine  the  Second.  By  order  of  the 
nevt  Emperor,  Count  Alexey  Urlof.  and  i^rince  Baiatynflci,  to  whom  the  death  of  I'etcr  the  Third  was 
attributed,  were  llationed  on  each  fide  of  the  body  wiiile  it  lay  in  ftate,  and  compelled  to  follow  the  funeral 
proccflion. 

f  Pierre  I.  mourut  dans  ces  circonftanccs,  lalflant  dans  le  mondc  plutot  la  reputation  d'un  homme  extra- 
ordinairt,  que  d'un  grand  homme,  &  couvrani  ks  cruautes  d'un  Tiran  Jis  verlus  d'un  legi/laleur.  Hift.  de  la 
Maifon  de  Braudebourg. 

X    Bludi  art  !  this  hero  owed  thee  nothing. 

Exult  nature  !   for  this  prodigy  is  all  thv  own. 
See  Gordon's  Life  of  Peter.     Vol.  II. 
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Near  the  afhes  of  Peter  are  depofited  thofe  of  his  fecond  wife  and  fucceffor  Catha- 
rine I.,  the  beautiful  Livonian,  who,  by  a  train  of  fingular  events,  was  exalted  from  a 
cottage  to  unbounded  fovereignty  *. 

In  the  vault  of  this  church,  but  without  tomb  or  infcription,  lies  Alexey,  fon  of  Pe- 
ter I.  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  arts  of  the  defigning  Mentchikof,  and  to  the  refentment 
of  an  inhuman,  though  perhaps  juftly  offended  father.  The  recolletlion  of  his  fate 
makes  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  a  feeling  mind,  and  mud  flill  more  forcibly  flrike  a  fub- 
ieft  of  the  Britifli  empire  ;  where  will  is  not  law,  where  the  heir  apparent  is  as  fecure 
as  the  fovereign  himfelf,  and  where  the  right  of  fucceffion  Hands  irrevocable,  not  to  be 
altered  by  the  caprice  or  jealoufy  of  a  reigning  monarch.  The  fpeculative  theorifl:  may 
indeed  argue  for  Peter,  that  a  power  ought  to  be  veiled  in  the  fovereign  to  exclude  an 
unworthy  fucceffor.  But,  in  effeft,  this  is  rendering  the  fate  of  a  whole  empire  de- 
pendent upon  the  will  of  one  perfon,  who,  during  his  life,  may  change  his  heir  as  often 
as  he  changes  his  opinion  j  or  who,  like  Peter,  may  expire  without  nominating  his  fuc- 
ceffor and  leave  the  throne  open  to  every  claimant  who  can  fecure  the  concurrence  of 
the  army.  The  exclufion  of  Alexey,  the  decreet  fubfequent  to  his  death,  and  the  un- 
fettled  ideas  concerning  the  right  of  fucceffion  introduced  by  that  fatal  mandate,  oc- 
cafioned  frequent  revolutions  in  the  government ;  and  the  difpofal  of  the  fceptre  has 
depended  on  the  regiments  of  guards  Rationed  in  the  capital.  The  re-eflablifhment  of 
hereditary  right,  therefore,  may  be  judly  claffed  among  the  foremofl:  of  thofe  excellent 
regulations  which  diftinguifli  the  reign  of  Catharine  the  Second. 

In  the  fame  vault,  which  contains  the  body  of  the  unfortunate  Alexey,  is  placed  that 
of  Charlotte  Chriftina  Sophia,  Princefs  of  Brunfwick,  his  no  lefs  unfortunate  wife,  whofe 
fate  is  more  afflifting,  becaufe  flie  deferved  it  lefs.  She  was  born  in  1 694 ;  married 
the  Tzarovitch  in  171 1,  and  died  on  the  firfl  of  November,  1715,  partly  of  a  broken 
heart  occafioned  by  her  hufband's  ill-treatment,  and  partly  by  the  confequences  of  her 
delivery  of  Peter  II.  | 

Among  the  imperial  fepulchres  is  that  of  Anne  of  Holftein,  eldefl:  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Catharine,  who,  though  far  more  deferving  of  notice,  is  lefs  known  than  her  filler 
the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  becaufe  her  virtues  were  not  ennobled  by  a  diadem.  Anne  is 
defcribed  as  a  Princefs  of  majeftic  form  and  expreflive  features,  of  an  excellent  and  im- 
proved underftanding,  and  of  irreproachable  morals.  While  Ihe  was  very  young. 
Count  Apraxin,  a  Ruffian  nobleman,  paid  his  addreffes  to  her,  but  was  rejeifled  with 
fcorn.  Not  daunted  with  this  repulfe,  he  continued  his  courtfhip,  and  finding  her  one 
day  alone,  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  offered  his  fword,  and  entreated  h'er  to  put  an  end 
to  his  life  and  mifery.  "  Give  me  the  fword,"  faid  the  Princefs,  flretchlng  out  her 
hand,  "  you  (hall  fee  that  the  daughter  of  your  Emperor  has  ftrength  and  fpirit  fufficient 
to  rid  herfelf  of  a  wretch  that  infults  her."  The  Count,  apprehenfive  that  {he  might 
execute  her  threat,  withdrew  the  fword,  and  demanded  inftant  pardon ;  and,  as  the 
Princefs  told  the  ftory  with  great  humour,  became  the  derifion  of  the  court  §. 

•  See  an  account  of  Catharine  I.  in  chap.  viii.  of  this  book. 

+  "  In  the  month  of  February,  1722,  a  proclamation  was  made  by  the  found  of  trumpet,  requiring 
every  natural-born  fubjeft  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and  all  foreigners  ihen  refiding  there,  to  fwear  and  fign 

'hen 


jng  heir  of  the  imperial  family."     Bruce's  Memoirs,  p.  226. 
X  See  an  account  of  this  Princefs  in  chap.  viii.  of  this  book.  §  Baffcwitz,  371, 
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Anne  efpoufed,  In  1725,  Charles  Frederick,  Duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  to  whom  fhe 
had  been  long  betrothed.  Bred  up  with  the  expeftation  of  two  crowns*,  fhe  was  dif- 
appointed  of  both  ;  nominated  by  her  mother,  Catharine  I.,  one  of  the  council  of  re- 
gency during  the  minority  of  Peter  II. ;  excluded  from  that  council  after  once  taking 
her  feat,  by  the  defpotifm  of  Prince  Mentchikof,  whom  flie  herfclf  had  promoted  with 
all  her  influence;  driven  from  Ruflia  by  the  mandate  of  that  arrogant  minilter,  fhe 
retired  with  her  hufband  to  Kiel,  where  fhe  died  in  1728,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
her  age,  leaving  one  fon,  the  unfortunate  Peter  III. 

Her  coufm,  the  Emprefs  Anne,  fecond  daughter  of  Ivan  Alexievitch,  is  interred  in 
the  fame  cathedral.  She  was  widow  of  the  Duke  of  Courland,  and  refided  at  Mittau, 
when  flie  was  unexpectedly  called  to  take  pofTeflion  of  the  empire.  On  the  death  of 
Peter  II.  without  iflue,  the  fceptre,  according  to  Catharine's  will,  ought  to  have  reverted 
to  her  grandfon,  afterwards  Peter  III.,  fon  of  Anne  of  Holftein  ;  but  as  hereditary  right 
was  abolifhcd  by  Peter's  decree,  and  no  fuccefTor  appointed  by  Peter  II.,  a  privy  coun- 
cil of  feven  nobles,  in  whom  the  regal  power  was  veiled  at  the  deceafe  of  the  Emperor, 
formed  a  plan  for  limiting  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  leaving  the  title  and  pomp  of 
royalty  to  the  reigning  monarch,  but  referving  to  themfelves  the  fupreme  authority. 
Having  drawn  up  certain  conditions  for  the  ratification  of  the  future  fovereign,  they 
chofe  the  Princefs  Anne,  in  preference  to  the  family  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  to  her  el- 
deft  filter  Catharine  of  Mecklenburgh,  becaufe  having  no  legal  claim,  fhe  would  more 
readily  agree  to  the  terms  which  might  fecure  her  the  fucccfTion.  Anne  figned  the 
articles  without  hefitation,  only  for  the  purpofe  of  breaking  them,  and  had  fcarcely 
arrived  at  Mofcow  before  fhe  was  enabled,  by  the  afTiftance  of  the  guards,  to  annul  the 
aQ  of  renunciation,  to  diffolve  the  privy  council  itfclf,  and  to  rc-alTume  the  imperial 

•  Thofe  of  Sweden  and  Ruflia;  theformer  by  mariiage,  and  the  latter  by  her  father's  nomination. 

With  refpcdl  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  lier  hufband,  the  only  fon  of  Hedwigc,  elded  fifter  of  Charles  XII. 
was  undoubted  hcirof  theSwedifh  crown,  but  was  fet  afide  l)y  the  Swedes,  who  preferred  Uliica  Eleonova, 
Charles's  youngcft  fifler.  See  Genealogical  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Vala,  and  the  chapter  on  the  death  of 
Charles  XII.,  both  in  the  fourth  volume. 

As  to  her  expeflations  of  the  Ruffian  crown,  BafTevitz,  her  hufband's  minifter,  pofitively  afleits,  that 
Peter  I.  had  foiined  the  refolution  of  raifing  her  to  the  throne.  "  C'etoit  dans  Ics  mains  de  cette  PrincefTe, 
que  Pierre  le  Grand  foutiaitoit  de  voir  pafTer  fon  fceptre."      Buf.  Hif.  Mag.  ix.  p.  371. 

A  fhort  time  before  his  lad  illnefs,  he  explained  to  her  and  the  Duke  of  Holftein  the  fyllem  he  had  pur- 
fued  during  his  reijrn,  and  inllrufted  them  in  the  details  of  government.  While  he  lay  upon  his  death-bed. 
having  recovered  his  undetftanding  by  a  momentary  intermiffion  of  the  delirium,  (fee  chap.  viii.  on  Catha- 
rine 1.)  he  called  for  Anne  to  didate  his  laft  fentiments,  but  upon  her  arrival  .he  ri.la.pftd  into  hii  former 
date  of  infenfibility.     Ibid.  p.  373. 

It  alfo  appears,  from  Sir  Luke  Schaube's  difpatches,  in  the  pofTcffion  of  the  E ail  of  Hardwicke,  that 
Peter  had  even  taken  fome  fleps  towards  fettling  the  crown  upon  his  daughter  Aniie. 

"  Le  Cardinal  [Dubois]  ne  paroit  guere  touche  de  I'injnllice  qui  feroit  faite  an  tils  du  Czarowitz  ;  et  il 
dit,  que  fi  le  Czar  regkrok  lajuccrjjlon  cnfanjcur  defafille,  il  faudroit  bien  que  ceux  qui  voudroient  fe  licr  avec 
lui  de  fon  vivant,  promifi'ent  de  la  maintenir  apres  fa  mort,  apres  laquelle  toutefoisil  arriveroit  vrayfembla- 
blement  de  cette  difpofition  comme  fi  elle  n'avoit  jamais  exilic."  Sir  Luke  Schaube  to  Lord  Carteret, 
Paris,  Jan.  20,  1722. 

"  Ce  que  les  miniftres  Mofcovites  difoient  au  Monf.  de  Campredon  que  le  Czar  voulut  fe  procurer  une 
garantie  pour  \afuccejfwn  a  fes  etats  de  la  maniere  qu'ilfe  propofc  de  I'ctabl'ir,  paroit  fort  fingulier,  &c.  Par 
rapport  a  I'exclufwn  de  fon  petits-Jils  enfaveur  deJaJHIeS^ni  marquer  en  mcme  temps  a  quel  Prince  il  la  deftine." 
Lord  Carteret  to  Cardinal  Dubois,  Paris,  Jan.  1721-2. 

The  decree  which  he  ifTued  in  February  i722,feemeda  prelude  to  this  appointment,  which  was  probably 
prevented  by  the  fuddennefs  of  his  death. 

Catharine  I.  was  no  lefs  inclined  to  appoint  Anne  her  fuccefTor,  and  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  in  her 
favour  ;  but  that  Emprefs  was  prevented  from  following  her  inclinations  in  this  inftance  by  the  Ihortnefs  of 
her  reign,  and  the  danger  of  excluding  Peter  Alexievitch ;  whoj  as  the  grandfon  of  Peter  the  Greatj  was 
fupported  by  a  ftill  more  powerful  party. 

10  authority 
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authority  in  as  unlimited  a  form,  as  had  ever  been  enjoyed  by  any  of  her  pi'edecuiTors. 
This  Emprefs  refigned  herfelf  implicitly  to  the  direction  of  Biren,  a  native  of  Courland, 
who  rofe  from  the  lowed  extradion,  and  regulated  all  her  councils  with  the  moll  arbi- 
trary  fway.  Anne  has  generally  been  cenfured  for  her  feverity,  and  is  faid  to  have 
ruled  the  Ruflians  with  the  knoot  in  her  hand  ;  but  the  cruelties  which  tarniflied  her 
reign,  muft  be  attributed  to  the  brutal  temper  of  Biren.  The  Emprefs  herfelf  was  of 
a  humane  difpofition  :  fhe  frequently  oppoled  the  fanguinary  meafures  of  her  favourite, 
and  in  vain  endeavoured  to  foften  his  mercileis  difpofition,  by  fubmitting  to  intreaties, 
and  interceding  even  with  tears,  for  the  unfortunate  objeQis  of  his  refentment  *.  But, 
in  effeft,  the  fovereign  who  permits  cruelties  is,  and  ought  to  be,  equally  guilty  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  with  the  fovereign  who  commands  them  ;  and  pofterity  jufily  imputes 
to  the  miflrefs  the  vices  of  the  fervant,  who  is  uncontrouled  in  his  abufe  of  power. 
Anne  died  on  the  17th  of  Oftober  1740,  after  nominating  for  her  fucceffor  her  ne- 
phew Ivan,  then  an  infant ;  with  a  view  of  prolonging  the  reign  of  Biren,  whom  fhe 
appointed  regent  during  the  minority. 

Viewing  the  tomb  of  Elizabeth,  I  recoUefted  the  motley  character  of  that  indolent 
and  voluptuous  Emprefs,  who,  by  the  revolution  of  174I5  renewed  in  her  perfon  the 
line  of  Peter  the  Great  upon  the  throne  of  Ruflia.  Elizabeth  was  born  in  1709, 
and,  when  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  was  extremely  admired  for  her  perfonal  at- 
traftions. 

Her  beauty,  as  well  as  rank  and  large  dowry,  occafioned  feveral  offers,  none  of  which 
were  accepted,  and  ftie  died  fingle.  During  the  reign  of  her  father,  a  negociation  had 
commenced  for  her  marriage  with  Louis  XV.  By  the  will  of  Catharine,  Elizabeth  was 
-  betrothed  to  Charles  Auguftus,  bifhop  of  Lubeck,  and  brother  of  Adolphus  Frederic, 
King  of  Sweden;  but  he  died  before  the  completion  of  the  ceremony.  In  the  reign  of 
Peter  II.,  flie  was  demanded  by  Charles,  Margrave  of  Anfpach  ;  in  1741,  by  the  Perfian 
tyrant  Kouli  Khan  ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  i-evolution,  the  regent  Anne  endeavoured  to 
force  her  to  efpoufe  Prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick  f.  From  the  period  of  her  acceffion  (he 
renounced  all  thoughts  of  the  connubial  ftate,  and  adopted  her  nephew  Peter.  Her 
diflike  to  marriage,  however,  did  not  proceed  from  any  difinclination  to  man  ;  for  flie 
freely  owned  to  her  confidents,  that  flie  was  never  happy  but  when  in  love|,  if  we 
may  dignify  by  that  name  a  capricious  paffion  ever  changing  its  objedt.  The  fame  cha- 
raflerillic  warmth  of  temper  hurried  her  no  lefs  to  the  extremes  of  devotion  :  fhe  was 
fcrupuloufly  exa£t  in  her  annual  confeflions  of  the  wanderings  of  her  heart,  in  expref- 
fing  the  utmoll:  contrition,  and  in  punctually  adhering  to  the  minutell  ceremonies  and 
ordinances  of  the  church. 

With  refpeft  to  her  difpofition,  flie  is  generally  flyled  the  humane  Elizabeth,  as 
fhe  made  a  vow  never  to  inflict  any  capital  puniflimcnts  §  during  her  reign  ;  and  is 

*  "  J'aiete  prefent,"  writes  Count  Munic  "  lorfque  I'l'mperatrice  pleiiruit  a  chaiides  larmesfiir  ce  que 
Biron  fulminoit  &  meiiacoit  de  ne  vouloir  plusfervir  fil'impcratrice  nefacilfioit  Voliiiflci  &  aiiifi  des  autres." 
Ebauttie,  &c.  p-  119 

Mrs  Vigor  fays  of  her,  "  I  have  often  feen  her  mtk  into  tears  at  a  melancholy  ftory,  and  (he  (hews  fiich 
unaffefted  horror  at  any  mark  of  cruelty,  that  her  mind  to  me  feems  to  be  compofed  of  the  moft  amiable 
qualities  that  I  have  ever  obferved  in  anyone  perfon  ;  which  fetms  a  particular  mark  of  the  goodnefs  of 
Providence,  as  (he  is  pofTelTed  of  fuch  power."     Letters  from  Rufiia,  p    S9. 

f   See  Manftein's  Memoirs,   p    25.  285.  309. 

t  "  EUe  etoit  voluptueufe  a  I'exces,  nee  de  fang  voluptucux,  Sr  elle  difoit  fouvent  a  fes  confidentes.,  qu'elle 
n'etoit  contente  que  tant  qu'elle  etoit  amoureufe  ;  mais  elle  ctoit  avec  cela  fort  inconttante  &  cliangeoit 
fouvent  de  favoris."     Ebauthe,  p.  170. 

§  See  Remarks  on  her  celebrated  edidl,  whicli  abolifhed  capital  puniftiments,  in  the  chapter  on  the  Penal 
Laws  of  RufTia,  in  a  fubfequent  paffage. 

6  reported 
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reported  to  have  (hed  tears  upon  the  news  of  viftories  gained  by  her  troops,  from  the 
refledion  that  they  were  not  obtained  without  great  bloodfhed.  But  although  no 
criminal  was  executed  in  public,  yet  the  itate  prifons  were  filled  with  wretched  fuf- 
ferers,  many  of  whom,  unheard  of  and  unknown,  perifhed  in  damp  and  unwholefome 
dungeons :  the  ftate  inquifition,  or  lecret  committee,  appointed  to  judge  perfons  fuf- 
pefted  of  high  treafon,  had  conibnt  occupation  during  her  reign  ;  many  upon  the 
flighteft  furmifes  were  tortured  in  fecret ;  many  underwent  the  knoot,  and  expired 
under  the  infliclion.  But  the  tranfadion  which  reflefts  the  higheft  difgrace  on  her 
reign,  was  the  public  punifliment  of  two  ladies  of  fafhion,  countefles  Beftuchef  and 
Lapookin  :  each  received  fifty  ftrokes  of  the  knoot  in  the  open  fquare  of  Peterfbiygh  ; 
their  tongues  were  cut  out,  and  they  v/ere  banifhed  into  Siberia.  One  of  thefe  ladies, 
Madame  Lapookin,  efteemed  the  handfomefl  woman  in  Ruffia,  was  accufed  of  hold- 
ing fecret  correfpondence  with  the  French  ambaiTador  ;  but  her  real  crime  was  having 
commented  too  freely  on  the  Emprefs's  amours.  Even  the  mere  relation  of  fuch  an 
affedling  fcene,  as  that  of  a  woman  of  great  beauty  and  high  rank  publicly  fcourged 
by  the  common  executioner,  muft  excite  the  ftrongefl  emotions  of  horror,  and  forbid 
us  to  venerate  the  memory  of  a  princefs,  who,  with  fuch  little  regard  to  her  own  fex, 
could  iffue  thofe  barbarous  commands.  But  let  us  lament  the  inconfiftency  of 
human  nature  ;  and  in  confidering  the  charadter  of  Elizabeth,  let  us  not  deny  that  her 
heart,  perhaps  naturally  benevolent,  was  occafionally  corrupted  by  power,  and  fteeled 
with  fufpicion ;  that  although  mercy  might  predominate  whenever  it  did  not  interfere 
with  her  paffions  and  prejudices,  yet  fhe  by  no  means  deferves  the  appellation  of  hu- 
mane, the  mofi:  noble  *  attribute  of  a  fovereign,  when  it  interpofes  to  temper  the 
feverity  of  juflice.  Elizabeth  died  in  1761,  in  the  twenty-firfl:  year  of  her  reign,  and 
in  the  fifty-third  of  her  age  :  (he  expired  in  December,  the  fame  month  in  which  fhe 
was  born,  and  in  which  fhe  acceded  to  the  throne. 

In  the  fortrefs  is  a  fmall  arfenal,  which  among  other  military  ffores,  contains  fome 
cannon,  caft  in  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vafli- 
lievitch  II.  I  had  occafion  to  mention  in  a  former  chapter,  that  the  art  of  carting  can- 
non was  introduced  into  Ruffia  under  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  by  Ariffotle  of  Bologna. 
Ivan  II.  did  not  fail  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  grandfather  in  procuring,  by  means 
of  foreign  artifts,  the  bed  artillery  ;  and  to  this  judicious  poHcy  both  monarchs  were 
chiefly  indebted  for  their  fucceffes  in  war,  and  for  the  conqueli  of  feveral  provinces, 
which  they  annexed  to  their  hereditary  dominions. 

In  a  ft-parate  building  of  the  fortrels  is  the  mint.  The  gold  and  filver  are  fent  from 
the  mines  of  Siberia,  and  the  metals  are  refined  in  this  laboratory.  We  furveyed  the 
whole  procefs  from  the  firft  melting  of  the  ore  to  the  coining.  Among  the  filver  we 
obferved  a  large  quantity  of  Dutch  dollars,  which  were  melting  to  be  recoined  in 
roubles.  Peter  I.  wanting  filver  for  the  new  coinage,  ilTued  a  decree,  that  all  the 
cuftoms  fhould  be  paid  in  IDutch  dollars  :  at  prefent  half  the  duties  are  ftill  difcharged 
in  that  money  by  all  foreign  merchants,  excepting  the  Englifh,  who  are  exempted  by 
treaty.  But  as  the  gold  and  filver  obtained  from  the  mines  of  Siberia,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  dollars,  are  by  no  means  fufficlent  for  the  circulation,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  both  metals  is  annually  imported.     The  coinage,  in  its  prefent  debafed 

*  I  was  Informed  from  undoubted  authority,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  obtain  Eh'zabeth's  confent  for 
the  eyeculion  of  a  felon  who  had  even  committed  the  moll  horrid  fpecies  of  premeditated  murder,  and 
that  the  mafter  of  the  police  ufed  fecretly  to  order  the  executioner  to  knoot  to  death  thofe  delinquents 
wlio  weie  found  guilty  of  the  mod  atrocious  crimes.  It  is  a  pity  fhe  did  not  referve  her  humanity, 
which  in  this  inftance  was  cruelty  to  her  people,  for  more  refpedable  objedls. 

ftate. 
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ftate,  mull  be  very  advantageous,  as  in  the  gold  there  is  fo  much  alloy,  that  a  profit  of 
48  per  cent,  is  gained,  and  in  the  filver  of  37  *.  This  ftate  of  the  coinage  renders 
ulelefs  the  prohibition  againll  the  exportation,  and  produces  the  mifchievous  efteft  of 
promoting  the  contraband  introdudion  of  falfe  coin  from  foreign  countries. 

Among  the  remarkable  objects  in  the  mint,  the  machine  for  ftamping  the  coin  de- 
ferves  to  be  mentioned  ;  becaufe  it  was  invented  by  Her  prefent  Majefty,  and  is  ef- 
teemed  an  ingenious  and  fimple  piece  of  mechanifm. 

Within  the  fortrefs  is  a  four-oai-ed  boat,  fecured  with  great  veneration,  in  a  brick 
building,  and  preferved  as  a  memorial  to  future  ages,  of  its  being  the  origin  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet.  Peter  L  ufed  to  call  it  the  Little  Grandfire,  and,  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign,  ordered  it  to  be  tranfported  to  Peterfburgh  :  it  was  conduced  in  folemn 
proceffion,  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  people,  and  expofed  to  view  that  they  might 
compare  the  former  condition  of  the  marine,  with  the  improved  ftate  in  which  he  Teft 
it.  The  hiftory  of  this  little  boat  is  worthy  of  notice;  not  only  as  it  comprehends 
the  firft  rife  of  the  navy,  but  becaufe,  during  the  courfe  of  the  narrative,  I  fhall  be 
enabled  to  point  out  fundry  errors  advanced  by  feveral  hiftorians  of  Peter  the  Great. 

There  is  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  the  report  that  Peter  was  naturally  afraid  of 
the  water,  and  had  the  utmoft  difficulty  in  furmounting  this  averfion  :  on  the  contrary, 
he  always  exprefled  a  ftrong  attachment  to  that  element.  The  boat,  which  has  given 
rife  to  this  detail,  was  conftructed  during  the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  by  Kar- 
ftens  Brandt,  a  Dutch  fliipvvright,  whom  Alexey  Michaelovitch  invited  into  Ruffia. 
Peter,  about  the  year  1691,  accidentally  feeing  this  boat  at  a  village  near  Mofcow, 
inquired  of  Timmerman,  who  taught  him  fortification,  why  it  was  built  in  a  different 
manner  from  other  veflels  ?  Timmerman  replied,  it  was  a  veffel  contrived  to  fail 
againft  the  wind.  Peter's  curiofity  was  roufed  by  this  intelligence,  and  Brandt  being 
inftantly  fummoned,  repaired  it  without  delay,  provided  a  maft  and  rigging,  and,  having 
launched  it  upon  the  Yaufa,  failed  in  it,  to  the  furprize  and  aftoniffiment  of  the  young 
Tzar,  who  immediately  embarked,  and,  under  the  direftion  of  Brandt,  foon  learned 
the  management  of  the  veffel. 

Having  repeated  thefe  experiments  upon  the  Yaufa,  as  well  as  upon  a  neighbouring 
lake,  he  ordered  Brandt  to  build  a  yatcht  f  upon  the  banks  of  the  Molkva,  which  was 
launched  in  169 1  ;  and  in  which  Peter  failed  as  far  as  Columna.  Animated  with  the 
fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  he  commanded  the  fame  fhipwright  to  conftruft,  upon  the 
lake  of  Periflaf,  feveral  fmall  veffels  carrying  guns ;  in  which  the  Tzar  failed  on  the 
8th  of  February,  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  5th  of  April,  of  the  following  year.  On 
the  firft  of  May  another  veffel  was  launched,  and  on  the  9th  Peter  returned  to  Mofcow. 
The  death  of  Brandt  feems  to  have  interrupted  the  increafe  of  this  little  fleet ;  but  did 
not  prevent  Peter  from  continuing  his  expeditions  on  the  lake.  Some  extrads,  from 
General  Gordon's  \  Journal,  will  fhow  the  eagernefs  with  which  the  young  monarch 

purfued 

*  S^e  Effai  fur  le  commerce  de  Ruffie,  c.  x.  where  the  reader  will  find  an  accurate  ftate  of  the  Ruffian 
coinage,  in  which  the  difference  of  the  prefent  money  from  that  of  the  former  reigns  is  laid  down,  as  I 
was  informed  from  good  authority,  with  great  exaftnefs,  p.  254,  255. 

-}•  From  hence  I  follow  implicitly  MuUer's  Extrafts  from  General  Gordon's  Journal. 

\  General  Gordon,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  born  in  1635  :  having  ferved  with  glory  in  the  Swe- 
difli  aad  Polifh  armies,  he  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice  in  1661,  in  which  he  continued  to  the  end  of 
his  life.  His  journal,  in  the  Englith  tongue," is  now  in  the  archives  at  Mofcow,  and  has  never  been  priti^ted. 
MuUer,  who  made  great  ufe  of  it  in  feveral  of  his  works,  propofed  to  extraft  and  publifh  all  the  ciil^m- 
ftances  relating  to  Ruffia  ;  but,  to  the  great  regret  of  all  lovers  of  hiftory,  has  been  prevented  by 
Other  occupations  from  carrying  his  defiga   into   execution.     1  find,  from  Bachraeilkr's  Ruff.  Bibl. 

for 
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purfued  his  new  occupation  :  when  fjch  trifling  incidents  as  weighing  anchoi-,  and 
failing  acrofs  a  lake,  are  circumflantially  recorded. 

"  Gordon  went  on  the  I  ith  of  Auguil  to  Pereflaf ;  and  on  the  14th  was  entertained 
in  due  form  and  ceremony  on  board  of  the  Admiral's  *  fliip.  On  the  i8th,"  he  adds, 
"  we  failed  from  one  fide  of  the  lake  to  the  oppofite  bank ;  on  the  aid  we  got  under 
weigh,  and  failed  to  the  other  fide,  where  we  again  came  to  an  anchor;  on  the  24th 
Gordon  attended  the  Tzar  on  (liip-board  ;  on  the  28th  we  departed  from  PereiTaf, 
and  on  the  31ft  reached  Alexeyf:^k."  But  as  the  limits  of  a  lake  were  too  confined  for 
the  rifing  ambition  of  the  Tzar,  he  hurried  to  Archangel,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month 
•of  June,  1693.  "  ^^  ^he  17th,"  fays  Gordon,  "  the  pofl;  brought  the  news  that  the 
Tzar  had  been  upon  the  White  Sea,  and  was  happily  arrived  into  port,  and  on  the  nth 
of  Oftober  he  came  back  to  Mofcow.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  1694,  he  returned  to 
Archangel,  and  continued  in  thofe parts  until  September;  during  which  time  he  made 
frequent  expeditions  upon  thefea,  and  improved  his  knowledge  of  navigation." 

Thefe  little  adventures,  which  feemed  mere  youthful  amufements,  were  produdlive 
of  themoft  glorious  event  that  diftinguifhed  his  reign,  Peter,  in  the  campaign  of  1695 
againfl:  the  Turks,  befieging  Azof,  found  it  impolfible  to  take  the  town  v/ithout  block- 
ing up  the  harbour ;  and  as  he  did  not  pofl'efs  one  fliip,  was  compelled  to  raife  the 
fiege. 

His  fpirit  excited,  rather  than  damped,  by  this  difappointment,  he  gave  orders  for 
the  immediate  conftrutlion  of  feveral  veffels  :  fome  were  framed  at  Occa,  and  tranf- 
ported  over  land  to  the  Don ;  but  the  greater  part  were  built  at  Veronetz.  In  lefs 
than  a  year  he  renewed  the  fiege  of  Azof,  and  brought  before  it,  to  the  furprize  of 
the  Turks,  two  men  of  war,  twenty-three  gallies,  two  galleots,  and  four  fire-fhips  f. 
With  this  httle  fquadron,  which  failed  down  the  Don  into  the  Black  Sea,  he  blockaded 
the  harbour,  gained  a  victory  over  the  Turkifli  gallies,  and  took  Azof.  He  fignalized 
this  wonderful  event  by  a  triumphal  entry  into  Mofcow,  and  by  a  medal  reprefenting 
the  capture  of  Azof,  with  a  motto  in  Ruffian,  "  Viftor  by  thunder  and  the  waves." 
This  fuccefs  was  the  prelude  to  ftill  greater  atchievements  ;  and  as  the  fecurity  of  his 
new  conquefts  upon  the  Black  Sea  depended  upon  a  powerful  navy,  he  collecled  from 
all  quarters  the  mofl:  expert  fhip-builders,  and  fuperinteded  the  neceflary  preparations  at 
Voronetz,  Azof,  and  Taganroc.  In  1699,  foon  after  his  return  from  his  firft  expe- 
dition into  foreign  parts,  he  was  prefent  at  a  naval  review  upon  the  Black  Sea,  in 
which  ten  frigates  were  engaged,  the  largefl  carrying  fifty,  the  fmalleft  twenty-fix 
gunsj  ;  and  the  Ruffian  navy,  in  the  harbours  of  the  Euxine,  conftrufted  and  upon 
the  flocks,  is  defcribed  as  confifting  of  nine  fhips  of  fixty  guns,  ten  of  fifty,  ten  of 


for  1782,  that  a  German  tranflation  of  it  is  given  in  Part  iv.  of  the  Journal  of  St.  Ptterfburgh  for  1782, 
which  I  have  not  yet  feen. 

Gordon  died  in  1699,  "inch  regretted  by  the  Tzar,  and,  to  ufe  the  words  of  his  relation,  "  His 
Majefty  vlfited  him  five  times  during  his  illnefs,  was  prefent  the  moment  he  expired,  and  (hut  his  eyes 
with  his  own  hand."  The  fame  author  alfo  fays  of  him,  greatly  to  his  honour,  "  General  C?brdon 
was  a  fober  man,  in  a  country  where  drinking  is  much  in  fafhion  ;  and  though  he  ufed  to  be  much  in 
the  Tzar's  company.  His  Majefty,  knowing  his  inclinationo,  would  never  allow  him'  to  be  urged.  He 
was  ever  mindfcl  of  his  bufmefs,  and  did  great  fcrvice  to  the  RufTlan  nation."  Gordon's  Hill,  of  Peter 
the  Great,  vol.  i.  p.  137,  138- 

*  MuUer  conjectures  that  Le  Fort  was  the  admiral  of  this  little  fquadron. 

t  S.  R.  G.  vol.  ii.  p,  226.  Jib.  p.  184. 

VOL.  VI,  4  T  forty- 
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forty-eight,  tv\'0  of  forty-two,  fourteen  of  thirty-four,  two  of  thh-ty-two,  three  of  thirty, 
one  of  twenty-fix,  one  of  twenty-four,  four  of  eighteen,  three  or  fourteen,  and  four  of 
eight  guns  ;  befide  eighteen  triremes,  one  hundred  brigantines,  and  three  hundred 
boats  in  the  Dnieper,  This  flupendous  account  would  be  incredible  were  It  not  recorded 
by  the  fecretary  *  to  the  Aultrian  embaffy,  then  rcfident  at  Mofcow  ;  it  is  fcarcely  pa- 
rallelled by  the  naval  exertions  of  the  Romans  In  the  firft  Punic  war.  The  rapidity 
with  which  Peter  created  his  fleet  for  the  Black  Sea,  was  equalled  by  fimilar  exertions 
upon  the  Baltic,  after  the  acquifition  of  Cronfladt  and  the  foundation  of  Peterfburgh. 

But  to  return  to  the  boat  which  occafioned  this  digreffion,  and  which  gave  rife  to 
the  Ruffian  navy.  In  1723,  at  the  dole  of  the  Perfian  expedition.  It  was  tranfported 
from  Mofcow  to  the  new  metropolis,  and  Peter  gave  a  public  entertainment,  which  was 
called  the  Confecration  of  the  Little  Grandfire.  Twenty-feven  men  of  war,  being  ranged 
at  Cronftadt  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  the  Emperor  embarked  In  this  boat,  himfelf 
fleering,  while  thi-ee  Admirals  and  Prince  Mentchikof  performed  the  office  of  rowers  : 
being  then  towed  by  two  floops,  It  made  a  fmall  circuit  In  the  Gulf :  and,  returning  by 
the  fleet,  the  fhips  ifruck  their  flags,  and  faluted  with  all  their  guns ;  while  the  Littls 
Grandfire  returned  each  falute  by  a  difcharge  of  three  fmall  pieces.  It  was  then 
brought  into  the  harbour,  and  furrounded  by  the  men  of  war.  A  few  days  afterwards 
-the  Little  Grandfitre  was  conveyed  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  Its  arrival  folemnlzed 
by  a  mafquerade  upon  the  water  f.  This  memorable  boat,  freighted  with  the 
Emperor,  proceeded  to  the  fortrefs,  and  was  conducted,  under  the  difcharge 
of  all  the  artillery,  to  the  place  where  it  now  remains  enlhrlned  as  a  memorial  to 
pofterlty. 

From  the  fortrefs  we  took  water,  and  landed  at  an  adjacent  fpot  in  the  ifland  of  Pe- 
terfburgh, near  a  wooden  hovel,  remarkable  as  the  habitation  of  Peter  the  Great, 
while  the  fortrefs  was  conftruftlng.  It  dill  remains  In  Its  original  ftate,  and  flands  under 
a  brick  building,  erefted  to  preferve  It  from  dellruction.  The  houfe  Is  aground  floor, 
with  only  three  rooms,  which  I  had  the  curiofity  to  meafure.  They  are  but  eight  feet 
in  height ;  the  apartment  for  the  reception  of  company  is  fifteen  feet  fquare ;  the  dm- 
inf-room  fifteen  by  twelve,  and  the  bed-chamber  ten.  Near  this  houfe  is  another  four- 
oared  boat,  the  work  of  Peter's  own  hands,  which  has  been  erroneoufly  called  the  Littls 
Grandfiire. 

Chap.  VI. — Congelation  (f   Quickfdver. — Dr.  Guthrie's  Experiments  to  a/certain  the 
freezing  Point  of  Mercury^  and  to  -prove  that  the  Purity  or  Impurity  of  the  Mercury,  by 
no  ?neans  affc£ls  the  Congelation. 

AS  the  curious  experiment  of  freezing  quickfilver  was  firll:  made  at  Peterfburgh  by 
ProfefTor  Braun,  I  was  defirous  of  witneffing  the  repetition  of  the  fame  procefs ;  parti- 
cularly as  many  doubts  were  entertained  by  feveral  phllofophers,  concerning  the  real 
congelation  oi  pure  quickfilver,  and  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  this  phasno- 
menon  during  a  feries  of  experiments  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  phyfician  to  the  Imperial  Corps  of 
Cadets. 

*  Korb  Diariiim.  The  reader  will  find,  in  p.  236,  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  all  thefe  veffels,  toge- 
ther with  the  breadth,  length,  depth,  number  of  guns,  and  complement  of  men.  See  alfo  Le  Bruyn's 
Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  62. 

f  Confctl's  prefent  State  of  Ruffia,  p.  21S. 

Having 
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Having  inferted  a  tube  conlaining  qulckfilver  In  a  mixture  of  fnovv  and  fpirit  of  nitre, 
he  took  it  out  in  ten  minutes,  placed  it  in  a  fecond  mixture,  and  in  five  minutes  the 
quickfilver  was  congealed.  The  tube  being  broken,  the  quickfilvcr  appeared  in  a  folid 
mafs  like  a  ball  of  filver,  and  being  ftruck  with  a  liammer  was  flattened  into  twice  its  ex- 
tenfion  before  it  liquified. 

But  the  hammer  being  much  warmer  than  the  frozen  quickfdvcr,  melted  the  parts 
which  it  touched,  feeming  to  have  the  fame  eft'eft  upon,the  mercury  as  a  warm  iron 
upon  wax ;  1  defired,  therefore,  Dr.  Guthrie  to  place  the  hammer  alfo  in  the  freezing 
mixture,  fo  as  to  acquire  the  fame  degree  of  cold  as  the  frozen  quickfilver.  Another 
portion  of  quickfilver  being  congealed  by  the  fame  procefs,  I  took  out  the  hammer,  and 
ilruck  the  folid  mafs  of  quickfilver ;  it  refilled  the  (Iroke,  and  yielded  a  dead  found  like 
lead  ;  I  ftruck  it  again,  and  made  a  fmall  dent,  a  third  time,  and  made  a  larger  dent, 
until  it  gradually  extended  and  flattened  under  the  hammer,  feparated  like  an  amalgama 
of  the  confidence  of  cheefe,  and  foon  liquefied. 

To  me  the  congelation  of  quickfilver  was  a  matter  of  mere  curiofity  ;  yet  the  doflor's 
experiments  tended  not  only  to  prove  its  abfolute  congelation,  but  likewife  to  afcertain 
the  freezing  point ;  and  fliew  that  the  purity  or  impurity  of  the  mercury  did  not  aSect 
the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment. 

As  the  fubjeft  is  extremely  curious,  and  rendered  flill  more  intereffing  by  the  able 
treatife  publiflied  by  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  I  fliall  infert  a 
fummary  account  of  the  experiments  and  obfervations  communicated  by  Dr.  Guthrie, 
and  fliall  only  add  that  I  was  witnefs  to  mofl:  of  the  experiments. 

"  Mr.  Jofeph  Adam  Braun,  Profeflbr  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St. 
Peterfburgh,  difcovered,  in  December  1759,  that  mercury  might  be  rendered  folid  by 
means  of  artificial  cold,  and  it  has  been  fince  congealed  in  fevere  winters  by  the  cold  of 
the  atmofphere  in  the  northern  countries  of  both  the  old  and  new  continent. 

"This  congelation  of  mercury  by  the  natural  cold,  renders  the  knowledge  of  its 
freezing  point  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  n.!tural  hifliory  of  the  earth  as  well 
as  of  man  ;  as  by  determining  the  degree  of  cold  neceflary  to  effedt  this  phEcnomenori, 
we  fhall  be  able  to  efliimate  the  real  degree  of  cold  in  the  countries  near  the  poles,  and 
confequently  the  power  inherent  in  living  animals  to  refill  it.  Until  lately  our  ideas  on 
this  fubjeft  were  confufed  and  erroneous.  The  experiments  and  obfervations  of  the 
mofl  able  naturalillsin  Europe  and  America  were  only  of  partial  ufe  to  natural  hiltory 
and  phyfics,  by  placing  mercury  amongd  the  malleable  metals,  and  by  demonfl;rating 
that  there  is  nothing  effentially  fluid  in  its  nature,  but  that  it  is  a  metal  which  melts  with 
a  lefs  degree  of  heat  than  the  others. 

"  Still  the  philofopher  was  not  informed  what  reliance  he  could  place  on  the  mercurial 
thermometer  towards  determining  the  cold  of  climates;  as  the  motions  of  the  quickfilver 
appeared  by  thofe  very  experiments  extremely  irregular  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  fcaie, 
falling  many  degrees  in  an  inftant,  and  after  defcending  below  a  certain  point,  finking 
fuddenly  into  the  bulb,  ant]  thereby  feeming  to  indicate  that  the  animals  of  the  northern 
countries  could  refill  the  aftion  of  cold  fome  hundred  degrees  below  the  freezing  point 
of  water.  This  fuppofition  daggered  the  faith  of  many  philofophers,  and  made  them 
anxious  that  the  matter  fliould  be  more  fully  inveftigated.  Accordingly  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London  defired  its  members  refiding  in  cold  countries,  to  turn  their  attention 
towards'determlning  the  point  of  congelation  of  mercury,  and  remark  the  defcent  of 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  during  the  procefs  from  the  freezing  point  of  water  to 
that  of  mercui-v,  in  order  to  form  a  jufler  notion  of  its  real  contraftion.     But  new  light 

,<;.       4  T  2  was 
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was  lately  thrown  upon  the  fabjccl,  by  a  cburfe  of  experiments  made  at  the  defire  of 
the  Royal  Society,  by  Mr.  Hutchins,  Governor  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  who  received  excel- 
lent inflruftions  from  Mr.  Cavendilh,  and  Dr.  Black,  profeflbr  of  chymiftry  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh.  Thefe  direiffions,  and  an  apparatus  made  in  London,  enabled 
the  Governor  to  perceive,  tliat  the  fuddenaud  confiderable  defcent  which  takes  place  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  thermometer,  when  expofed  to  great  cold,  happens  from  thecon- 
traftion  of  the  metal  in  its  frozen  ftate,  and  does  not  affect  the  regularity  and  juftnefs  of 
its  contraction  whilfl:  it  remains  fluid.  This  great  point  was  principally  aicertained  by 
means  of  a  fpirit  thermometer,  which  was  found  not  to  freeze  as  foon  as  the  mercury, 
and  thereby  indicated  the  degree  of  cold  produced  by  his  frigorific  mixture,  when 
the  mercurial  thermometer  ceafed  to  meafure  it  on  account  of  its  contraftlon  on  becom- 
ing folld. 

"  To  prove  that  the  defcent  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was  derived  from 
this  new-difcovered  principle,  namely,  the  contraftion  of  the  metal  in  freezing,  and  to 
try  whether  pure  meccury  required  a  greater  degree  of  cold  to  freeze  it  than  adulterated 
mercury,  1  made  thefe  experiments  with  various  forts  of  mercury : 

"  I.  I  procured  from  Winterberger,  a  famous  chymift  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  the  purefl 
mercury  known  to  chymlfts,  viz.  revivified  from  calomel  by  filings  of  iron.  2.  From 
Dr.  Pallas,  native  mercury,  collefted  in  a  mine  where  no  other  metal  is  found  but  a 
little  iron.  3.  Common  barometer  mercury,  furnilhed  by  Morgan,  an  Englifh  optician 
at  Peterfburgh,  as  he  received  it  from  England  for  filling  his  inftruments.  4.  Six 
drachms  of  common  mercury,  which  I  adulterated  by  diffolving  in  it  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  tin  foil. 

"  I  procured  alfo  fome  thermometers  made  with  great  care  and  accuracy  by  Morgan, 
filled  with  the  fame  purified  mercury.  No.  1 .  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  thefe  experi- 
ments ;   alfo  one  with  highly  reftified  fpirits  of  wine,  diftilled  by  Winterberger. 

"  Adjoining  Is  a  drawing  of  the  apparatus  I  employed  in  thefe  experiments,  which 
was  fuggefted  to  me  by  my  learned  friend  Dr.  Black  ;  it  differs  from  that  employed  by 
Mr.  Hutchins  in  being  more  fimple,  and  confequently  the  niercury  was  more  eafily  ex- 
amined during  the  procefs  of  congelation. 

"  December  the  22d,  1784.  In  a  calm  clear  evening,  Reaumur's  thermometer  at 
17  degrees  below  o,  after  expofing  the  apparatus  on  a  table  In  my  court-yard  (where  I 
made  my  experiments)  for  two  hours,  to  acquire  the  temperature  of  the  atmofphere,  I 
pouredu  little  of  the  purified  mercury,  No.  i,  into  the  glafs  tube,  and  having  inferted 
a  thermometer  filled  with  the  fame  purified  mercury,  fo  that  its  bulb  was  covered  with 
the  mercury  In  the  tube,  I  placed  them  in  the  water-glafs,  filled  with  the  freezing  mix- 
ture, and  in  fix  minutes  tranfported  them  into  a  fecond,  with  fimilar  contents  ;  the  mer- 
cury in  four  minutes  more  became  folid,  and  when  I  drew  out  the  thermometer,  with 
the  frozen  mercurv  furrounding  Its  bulb  in  the  form  of  a  folid  cylinder,  it  (food  at  32^ 
degrees  below  o.  Perceiving,  however,  a  little  fluid  mercury  fllll  remaining  in  the  tube,  I 
re-placed  the  thermometer  with  the  mercury  adhering  to  Its  bulb,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  mercury  rofe  about  half  a  degree ;  drawing  it  up  a  fecond  time,  I  found  the  mer- 
cury melted,  and  the  bulb  quite  free.  From  this  experiment  it  proves,  that  the  freez- 
ing  point  of  pure  mercury  is  at  32  ^  degrees  below  o  on  this  thermometer  ;  for  as  there 
remained  a  little  mercury  flilU  fluid  In  the  tube,  there  feems  to  have  been  only  pro- 
duced fufficlent  cold  to  freeze  it,  and  as  on  Its  rifing  half  a  degree  the  mercury  became 
fluid,  the  point  of  congelation  is  accurately  determined." 

"  Second  experiment. — On  the  9th  January,  1785,  between  fix  and  half  pad  feven 
in  the  evening,  I  made  the  following  experiments  in  orefence  of  Mr.  Epinus,  Mr.  Coxe, 
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and  other  gentlemen.  I  inferted  the  mercurial  thermometer  ufed  in  the  laft  experiment 
in  a  portion  of  the  purified  mercury,  N'  !,  -and  placed  them  in  the  cold  mixture  ;  the 
thermometer  fell  flowly  to  twenty-two  and  a  half  degrees,  and  was  ftationary  fometime, 
whilft  we  perceived  the  mercury  in  th'e  tube  freezing  round  the  fides,  fo  as  to  produce 
a  coating  like  tin  foil  in  the  Leyden  phial ;  on  tranfporting  It  to  a  lecond  glafs  of  cold 
mixture,  the  thermometer  fell  in  five  minutes  to  thirty -fix  degrees,  where  it  remained 
ftationary  during  the  time  of  its  continuvmce  in  the  mixture.  What  was  remarkable  in 
this  experiment,  the  mercury  ia  the  thermometer  was  ftill  fluid,  although  its  bulb  was 
frozen  into  that  contained  in  the  tube ;  for  on  reverfing  the  inftrument,  the  mercury 
ran  out  of  the  bulb  into  the  ftem.  Now,  here  is  a  proof  that  mercury  may  be  cooled 
three  and  a  half  degrees  below  its  freezing  point  without  becoming  iolid. 

"  Third  experiment  with  native  mercury.— It  having  been  afferted,  that  a  thermome- 
ter, filled  with  highly  reftified  fpirits  of  wine,  is  better  calculated  to  determine  the  freez- 
ing point  of  mercury,  than  one  filled  with  the  fame  metal,  becaufe  it  refills  congelation 
longer,  I  plunged  the  fpirit  thermometer  into  the  tube  containing  the  native  mercury. 
Having  placed  the  apparatus  in  the  glals  with  the  refrigerant  mixture  for  five  minutes 
and  tranfported  it  into  a  fecond  glafs,  the  fpirit  falling  in  the  thermometer  to  thirty-two' 
we  examined  the  mercury,  and  found  it  frozen,  although  the  fpirits  of  wine  remained 
fluid,  and  the  thermometer  flood  at  the  fame  degree,  (not  only  while  the  apparatus  re- 
mained in  the  cold  mixture,  but  even  after  I  tranfported  it  into  a  warm  room)  and  kept 
it  at  the  fimie  point,  until  a  large  part  of  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  was  uncovered 
by  the  melting  of  the  frozen  mercury,  drop  by  drop,  into  a  glafs. 

"  Fourth  experiment  on  common  barometer  mercury. — The  mercurial  thermometer 
ufed  in  the  firft  experiment  was  plunged  into  this  mercury,  and  placed  in  the  glafs  of 
cold  mixture,  and  after  remaining  five  minutes,  was  tranfported  into  a  fecond  glafs,  where 
in  four  minutes  the  thermometer  funk  to  thirty-eight,  and  remained  ftationary.  The 
fame  fingular  phsenomenon  prefented  itfelf  that  appeared  in  the  fecond  experiment 
with  fome  additions;  viz.  the  mercury  fubfided  to  five  and  a  half  degrees  below  its  freez- 
ing point  on  this  thermometer,  without  becoming  folid. 

"  Fifth  experiment  with  the  fame  mercury. — I  froze  a  little  of  this  mercury,  without 
inferting  a  thermometer,  in  order  to  try  its  malleability  and  fpecific  gravity  ;  it  flattened 
under  the  hammer,  and  of  courfe  is  malleable,  and  funk  in  fluid  mercury,  which  fhews 
that  it  contrafts  confiderably  in  freezing,  differing  in  this  circumftance  from  common 
ice,  which  expands  and  fwims  in  water. 

"  Sixth  experiment  on  mercury  adulterated  with  tin. — The  fpirit  thermometer 
being  plunged  into  this  mercury,  flood  at  thirty-two  when  the  mercury  was  frozen  round 
its  bulb. 

"  Seventh  experiment  on  purified  mercury,  was  on  the  loth  of  January  1785  (are- 
petition  of  a  former  one)  in  the  prefence  of  Profeflbrs  Pallas  and  Ferber,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen. I  plunged  the  fpirit  thermometer  into  a  portion  of  Winterberger's  vivified 
mercury,  and  it  fell  to  32  degrees  below  o,  whilft  the  mercury  was  freezing,  and  re- 
mained there  after  it  became  fohd  fo  long  as  it  flood  in  the  frigorific  mixture.  I  then 
drew  the  thermometer  out  of  the  tube  with  its  bulb  froze  into  the  mercury,  and  huno- 
it  on  a  nail  in  the  open  air  ;  the  metal  melted  flowly  in  drops,  and  the  fpirit  ftill  kept  at 
the  fame  point  until  the  greater  part  was  thawed.  We  finifned  thefe  experiments  by 
trying  with  the  fpirit  thermometer,  what  degree  of  cold  was  produced  by  a  frefh  frigo- 
rific mixture,  which  appeared  to  be  jult  35  degrees  below  o. 

"  From  the  whole  of  thefe  experiments,  I  am  difpofed  to  conclude,  that  the  freezing 
point  of  mercury  is  at  32   degrees  below  o  on  Reaumur's  thermometer,    or  40  of 
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Fahrenheit,  and  that  common  mercury  does  not  freeze  with  a  lefs  degree  of  cold  than 
pure  mercury. 

"Eighth  experiment. — February  [,  5785,  a  favourable  cold  of  15  degrees  offering 
this  evening,  we  placed  in  the  mixture  iome  revivified  mercury,  tv.'ice  diflilled  with 
fixed  alliali  by  Winterberger,  a  preparation  which  has  been  faid  to  refifl;  a  greater  degree 
of  cold  than  the  others  ;  but  it  froze  in  two  and  a  half  minutes,  exactly  at  33  degrees 
of  Reamur's  mercurial  thermometer,  in  the  firft  glafs  of  cold  mixture,  and  differed  no 
v.'ife  from  all  the  other  forts  exc(.-pt  the  following. 

"  Ninth  experiment. — Mercury  purified  with  antimony  froze  in  two  different  experi- 
ments at  30  degrees  with  a  fpirit  thermometer,  and  in  one  u-ith  a  mercurial  thermo- 
meter at  32  degrees,  io  that  there  appears, a  difpofition  in  this  preparation  to  freeze  wiih 
a  lefs  degree  of  cold  than  the  others  ;  but  it  mult  be  remarked,  that  h  has  a  blackifh 
dull  colour  and  lluggifli  motion. 

"  Tenth  experiment. —  Mr.  Coxe  being  curious  to  try  the  malleability  of  mercury 
diflilled  with  alkali,  which  has  a  bright  and  fluid  appearance,  J  froze  fome  of  it  in  a  tube, 
at  the  fame  time  cooling  the  hammer  in  the  refrigerant  mixture,  fo  as  to  acquire  the 
fame  temperature  as  the  frozen  mercury,  defending  the  iron  from  the  action  ot  the  ni- 
trous acid  by  means  of  a  glafs  cylinder.  This  mercury  bore  feveral  ftrokes  of  the  cold 
hammer,  flattening  Hke  a  leaden  bullet. 

"Eleventh  experiment. — I  lallly  froze  fix  drachms  of  common  mercury,  containing 
twelve  times  as  much  tin  foil  as  in  experiment  the  fixth;  but  even  this  quantity  of  alloy 
which  rendered  it  almoft  an  amalgama,  did  not  difpofe  it  to  freeze  with  lefs  than  32  de- 
grees of  Reamur. 

"  February  16,  O.  S. — A  cold  of  24  degrees  offering  moft  unexpededly  this  morn- 
ing, fo  late  in  the  feafon,  and  another  experiment  being  fuggefled  to  me  by  an  ingenious 
friend,  Mr.  Romme,  to  put  the  point  of  congelation  of  pure  mercury  flill  in  a  clearer 
light,  1  tried  it  about  mid-day,  when  the  cold  was  diminiflied  4  degrees  in  the  fhade. 

"  Mr.  Romme  remarked,  that  mercury  takes  up  much  more  bifmuth  than  tin  without 
lofing  its  fluidity  or  colour,  and  as  bifmuth  is  a  metal  oftener  ufed  to  adulterate  it,  and 
difHcult  to  be  feparated,  he  thought  a  mixture  of  them  was  a  proper  fubj eft  of  experi- 
ment to  decide  the  quefUon.  I  accordingly  prepared  an  amalgama  io  thick,  that  it  fil- 
vered  glafs  like  a  mirror  by  merely  running  over  it,  and  adhered  fo  fait  as  not  to  be  re« 
moved  without  fcraping.  But  the  freezing  point  of  this  very  impure  mercury  was  the 
fame  as  the  others;  viz.  32  degrees  of  Reaumur,  by  the  mercurial  thermometer.  The  fpirit 
thermometer  being  employed  to  try  the  cold  of  the  frigorific  mixture,  to  my  furprize  fell 
no  lower  than  the  other  thermometer  inferted  in  the  mercury  contained  as  ufual  in  a  tube. 

"  Thus  ended  my  experiments  this  feafon  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  draw  the  following 
inferences  : 

"  The  point  of  congelation  of  mercury  is  at  32  degrees  below  o  on  Reaumur. 

"There  appears  no  difference  in  the  point  of  congelation  of  purified  and  common 
mercury,  except  one  preparation  with  antimony,  which  feems  to  congeal  with  a  lefs  de- 
gree of  cold  than  all  the  others. 

"  In  fome  circumfliances  mercury  may  be  cooled  below  its  freezing  point,  without 
lofing  its  fluidity,  even  as  far  as  54  degrees,  whilft  the  portion  in  which  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  is  plunged,  becomes  folid. 

"  Thefe  experiments  do  not  affefl:  the  credit  of  the  mercurial  thermometer,  as  an 
accurate  inftrument  for  meafuring  the  degrees  of  heat  from  the  point  of  boifing  water 
to  that  of  the  congelation  of  mercury  ;  but  no  conclufions  can  be  drawn  from  its  mo- 
tions below  this  point,  as  they  depend  on  the  contraclion  of  the  metal  in  a  folid  ftate 

which 
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which  ought  to  be  carefully  diftingiiiflied  from  the  contraftlon  which  takes  place  whilrt: 
it  preferves  its  fluidity  ;  therefore  the  ideas  we  have  formed  of  the  cold  obtaining  in  the 
habited  countries  near  the  poles,  and  the  aftonifhing  power  of  animals  to  refift  it,  mud 
be^erroneous  *,  as  they  have  been  taken  from  the  extraordinary  defccnt  of  the  mercury 
in  the  thermonrieter,  which  we  now  know  is  derived  from  the  contradion  of  the  mercury 
when  frozen,  and  not  from  fuch  an  extraordinary  degree  of  cold,  which  if  it  had  taken 
place,  muft  have  dcRroyed  the  whole  fyflem  of  organized  bodies. 

"  We  cannot,  according  to  our  prefent  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  affert,  that  a  much 
greater  degree  of  cold  exifts  than  the  point  of  the  congelation  of  mercury  ;  no  other 
inftrument  having  been  employed  to  afcertain  it  than  the  mercurial  thermometer,  which 
is  now  proved  of  no  authority  below  32  degrees  of  Reaumur. 

"  But  it  appears,  that  a  thermometer  filled  with  highly  redified  fpirits  of  wine  pre- 
ferves its  fluidity  in  a  cold  of  32  degrees  of  Reaumur,  or  47  of  Fahrenheit,  and  pro- 
bably in  a  greater,  which  may  therefore  be  employed  in  northern  climates  with  more 
advantage  than  one  filled  with  mercury. 

"  The  furprifing  coincidence  in  the  freezing'of  mercury  congealed  in  Siberia  by  natural 
cold,  with  that  effected  by  means  of  artificial  cold,  merits  attention,  as  they  both  fix  the 
freezing  point  of  mercury  at  32  of  Reaumur  ;  profeffor  Laxman,  particularly  in  a  late 
paper  to  the  Imperial  Academy,  declares,  that  he  found  common  mercury  conflantly 
become  folid  at  210  of  De  Lifle  (32  of  Reaumur),  and  that  in  1782,  it  continued  folid 
for  two  months  together.  Dr.  Pallas  alfo,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Travels,  men- 
tions the  fame  phenomenon  taking  place  about  the  fame  part  of  the  fcale." 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Guthrie's  remarks,  I  fliall  oflfer  a  few  obfervations. 

From  a  careful  review  of  Mr.  Kutchins's  experiments,  and  a  comparifon  of  the  ther- 
mometers which  he  employed  on  that  occafion,  Mr.  Cavendifli  f  concludes,  that  the 
true  point  at  which  quicklllver  froze  on  Mr.  Hutchins's  thermometer,  graduated  accord- 
ing to  the  fcale  Fahrenheit,  was  40  ;  and  a  thermometer  adjuflied  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society,  freezes  in  38^,  or,  in  whole  numbers, 
39  below  freezing  point,  or  314  of  Reaumur  which  anfwers  to  the  conclufion  drawn  by 
Dr.  Guthrie  from  his  experiments,  eftimating  the  point  of  mercurial  congelation  at  32 
of  Reaumur,  or  40  below  o  of  Fahrenheit. 

As  the  degree  of  artificial  cold  requifite  to  congeal  quickfilver  was  greatly  mifcon- 
ceived  and  exaggerated,  a  fimilar  mifconception  alfo  prevailed  with  refpeit  to  the  degree 
of  natural  cold  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment. 

Dr.  Guthrie  however  proves,  that  the  congelation  fucceeded  in  a  cold  not  exceeding 
o  of  Fahrenheit ;  and  fubfequent  experiments  made  at  Oxford  by  Mr.  AValker  fliew, 
that  a  very  fmall  degree  of  natural  cold  is  fufficient  to  obtain  for  the  frigorific  mixture 
the  degree  of  cold  neceflTary  to  congeal  quickfilver.  Mr.  Walker  froze  quickfilver  in 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  vitriolic  acid  and  ftrong  fuming  nitrous  acid  with  fnow,  the 
temperature  of  the  atmofphere  being  only  at  30,  or  2  degrees  below  freezing  point.  He 
has  alfo  fhewn,  that  it  may  be  even  frozen  in  fummer,  in  the  hotted  climates,  by  a  par- 
ticular combination  of  the  frigorific  mixtures,  without  the  ufe  of  ice  J. 

*  Sir  Charles  Blagden  ingeiiioufly  infers,  from  a  comparifon  of  natural  cold,  diiting  a  fcri'es  of  years,  at 
Albany  Fort,  meafured  by  a  fpirit  thermometer,  and  of  artificial  cold  produced  by  freezing  mixtures  that 
the  extreme  artificial  cold  produced  by  fnow  and  nitrous  acid  correfponds  pretty  txaftly  with  the  extreme 
of  natural  cold  in  the  moll  rigorous  climates,  which  can  be  well  inhabited  ;  and  does  not  exceed  46°  of  a 
ilandaid  mercurial  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit.     Phil.  Tranfac.  vi;i.  Ixxiii    p.  387. 

f   Phil.  Tranfac.  vol.  Ixxiii.  part  2.  page  321. 

J  Walker's  Experiments  on  the  Produdion  of  Artificial  Cold,  Phil.  Tranfac.  vol.  Ixxviii.  p.  395. — Alfo 
Walker's  Experiments  on  the  Congtlatio.n  of  Quickfilver  in  England,  Phil.  Tranfac.  for  lyBy,  vol.  l.-cxix. 
part  2.  p.  igg. 
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I  fliall  clofe  this  chapter  with  fome  curious  experiments  made  in  Siberia  by  Dr- 
Pallas,  for  afcertaining  the  difference  of  the  heat  in  animals  during  their  torpid  and 
natural  flates. 

Pallas  having  made  an  incifion  into  the  abdomen  of  a  hedge-hog,  during  its  tor- 
pid (late,  and  placed  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  in  the  belly,  the  mercury  rofe  onlv 
to  39  j,  and  the  animal  gave  no  more  figns  of  feeling  than  if  aflually  dead,  as  well 
whilft  the  incifion  was  making,  as  when  the  wound  was  fewing  up  ;  the  animal 
being  conveyed  immediately  into  a  warm  room,  gradually  recovered  from  its  lethargy, 
and  walked  about  the  chamber  with  as  much  infenfibility  as  if  no  operation  had  been 
performed. 

Pallas  kept  this  hedge-hog  in  his  houfe  from  December  to  the  end  of  March  ;  and 
although  the  heat  of  the  apartment  was  feldom  under  60- degrees,  yet  it  eat  no  food,  and 
was  never  out  of  its  torpid  flate,  except  once  or  twice,  when  it  was  placed  behind  the 
ftove,  in  a  heat  from  "]•]  to  80.  Roufed  by  that  expedient,  it  was  awakened  from  its 
lethargy,  took  a  few  turns  about  the  room,  and  eat  a  few  morfels  ;  but  foon  lay  ddwn 
again,  and  paffed  its  torpid  months  as  nature  ordains. 

Probably  the  bodies  of  thefe  animials,  which  fleep  during  winter,  are  gradually 
prepared  for  the  torpid  flate  by  a  deficiency  of  food,  and  a  confequent  diminution  of 
natural  heat ;  for  a  thermometer  plunged  in  the  bellies  of  marmots  and  hedge-hogs 
in  their  natural  flate,  rofe  to  'j^,  79,  81,  86,  88,  99,  99I,  namely,  from  36!  de- 
grees to  50  higher  than  it  role  when  plunged  into  the  belly  of  the  hedge-hog  in  its 
torpid  {late. 

The  following  faft  alfo  feems  to  illuflrate  the  conjefture,  that  a  certain  ftate  of  body 
predifpofes  to  a  torpid  flate.  A  tame  marmot,  which  had  become  extremely  fat  during 
fumraer  in  the  profeffor's  houfe,  continued  awake  during  the  whole  winter,  although 
expofed  to  the  fame  cold  which  threw  the  whole  fpecies  into  their  torpid  (late  in  that 
part  of  Siberia  ;  nor  was  the  doflor  able  to  render  it  torpid,  even  with  the  affillance  of 
the  ice-cellar,  wherein  he  fometimes  confined  it  during  feveral  days. 

By  comparing  this  experiment  with  the  fleeping  hedge-hog,  which  Pallas  was  not 
able  to  roufe  during  the  whole  winter,  except  for  very  fhort  intervals,  though  expofed 
to  a  heat  of  between  77  and  80  degrees  ;  it  feems  to  follow,  that  a  certain  ftate  of  body- 
is  neceflary  to  aflift  nature  in  laying  afleep  fome  animals,  to  which  they  are  gradually 
brought  by  a  deficiency  of  nourifliment  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  they  fhut  up 
their  holes,  and  retire  to  reft  from  inflin£t ;  and  that  the  impulfe  of  the  circulation  and 
animal  fpirits,  arifing  from  heat  or  nutrition,  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  the  torpid  ftate, 
and  prevents  their  falling  afleep. 

It  is  alfo  a  curious  circumftance  in  the  ceconomy  of  nature,  that  Pallas  found  the  heat 
of  birds  more  confiderable  than  that  of  quadrupeds  ;  namely,  from  103  to  1 1 1  degrees; 
a  wife  arrangement  of  Providence,  in  proportioning  the  heat  of  the  winged  tribe  to  the 
fuperior  cold  obtaining  in  that  part  of  the  atmofphere  where  they  range. 
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Chap.  VII. — Palace  and  Gardens  of  Tzarjkoe-Zelo. — Oranicnbaum. — Hijlory  of  Prince 
Mentchikof — Fortrefs. — Apartments  of  Peter  III. — Palace  and  Gardens  of  Peter hcf, — 
Dutch  Hoiife  built  by  Peter  the  Great. — Schlujfdbiirgh. — Origin,  Hifiory,  and  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Fortrefs, 

THE  feafon  of  the  year  being  far  advanced  on  our  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  we  had  no 
time  or  opportunity  to  vifit  many  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital,  yet  we 
contrived,  before  the  approach  of  winter,  to  make  excurfions  to  Tzarikoe-Zelo,  Orani- 
enbaum,  Peterhof,  and  Schluffelburgh. 

Tzarlkoe-Zelo,  an  imperial  palace,  fifteen  miles  from  Peterfburgh,  is  the  favourite 
fummer  refidence  of  the  Emprefs,  where  fhe  lives  in  a  more  retired  manner  than  at 
Peterhof.  This  palace,  built  by  Elizabeth,  is  a  brick  edifice  fluccoed  white,  of  difpro- 
portionate  length,  and  in  a  heavy  ftyle  of  architecture.  The  capitals  of  the  outfide  pil- 
lars, as  alfo  many  of  the  other  exterior  ornaments,  together  with  the  wooden  ftatutes 
which  fupport  the  cornice  and  adorn  the  roof,  are  all  gilded,  and  exhibit  a  tawdry 
appearance.  The  apartments  are  large  and  magnificent :  fome  fitted  up  in  the  old  ftyle 
of  gaudy  profufion ;  others  in  a  lefs  fplendid  but  more  elegant  tafte,  by  the  prefent 
Emprefs.  One  room  is  much  admired,  being  richly  incrufted  with  amber,  a  prefent  from 
the  King  of  Pruffia. 

Having  viewed  the  palace,  we  walked  round  the  gardens,  which  are  laid  out  in  the 
EngHfti  tafte,  and  agreeably  diverfified  with  lawn,  wood,  and  water.  Among  feveral 
bridges,  we  were  particularly  ftruck  with  one,  built  after  the  model  of  Lord  Pembroke's 
Palladian  bridge  at  Wilton.  It  is  exaftly  of  the  fame  fize,  but  more  magnificent,  the 
lower  part  being  of  granite,  and  the  colonade  of  marble.  The  marble  was  hewn  and 
worked  in  Siberia  by  an  Italian  artift,  who  employed  nine  years  in  completing  it:  from 
Siberia  it  was  tranfported  by  water  to  Peterfburgh,  and  from  the  capital  to  Tzarfkoe- 
Zelo  by  land.  It  was  a  pleafing  fatisfaftion  to  obferve  our  works  of  tafte  introduced 
into  thefe  diftant  and  formerly  inhofpitable  regions.  Several  buildings  were  fcattered 
about  the  gardens,  raifed  in  honour  of  thofe  perfons  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
Imperial  fervice.  Among  thefe  I  remarked  a  triumphal  arch  to  Prince  Orlof,  for  check- 
ing  the  progrefs  of  the  plague  at  Mofcow ;  a  building  to  Count  Alexey  Orlof,  in  me- 
mory of  the  naval  vidory  at  Tchefme ;  and  an  obelilk  to  Marlhal  Romantzof,  for  his 
fuccefTes  againft  the  Turks. 

Our  next  excurfion  was  to  Peterhof,  Oranieubaum,  and  Cronftadt  *. 

The  road  lay  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  at  firft  through  a  flat  dif- 
trift,  chiefly  marfhy,  producing  pafture  and  little  corn.  On  our  left  extended  a  ridge 
of  low  hills,  which  once  formed  the  boundary  of  the  Gulf,  when  it  fpread  over  a  larger 
fpace  than  it  covers  at  prefent.  We  afcended  this  ridge  ;  obferved  on  our  left  the  con- 
vent of  St.  Sergius,  and  on  our  right  the  palace  of  Strelna,  begun  by  Elizabeth,  but 
never  frniflied.  About  four  miles  further  we  palled  by  Peterhof;  and  proceeded  to 
Oranienbaum,  through  a  country  covered  with  foreft. 

The  palace  of  Oranienbaum,  near  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-feven 
miles  from  Peterfburgh,  was  erefted  by  Prince  Mentchikof,  in  the  meridian  of  a  power 
to  which  fcarcely  any  fubjeO;  but  himfelf  has  ever  arrived.  The  rife  of  this  extraordi- 
nary man  is  varioufly  related  by  different  authors.     Some  affert  that  he  was  apprentice 

i_^  •  Cronftadt  will  be  defcribed  in  the  chapter  whichtreats  of  the  Rufiian  navy 
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to  a  paftry-cook,  and  fold  pies  in  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow  ;  that  Peter  flopping  to  con- 
verfe  with  him,  was  (truck  with  his  ready-wit  and  quick  repartees,  took  him  into  his 
fervice,  and  advanced  him,  by  rapid  promotions,  to  the  height  of  favour  which  he  after- 
wards enjoyed :  others  declare,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  groom  belonging  to  the  court, 
and  was  cafuaily  placed  about  the  perfon  of  the  Emperor  *.  Both  thefe  accounts,  how- 
ever contradictory  to  each  other,  fufficiently  fliow  the  uncertainty  of  his  origin  ;  and 
indeed  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  genealogy  of  an  upflart  favourite  fhould  not  be  exa£lly 
traced.  The  earlieft  account  upon  record  concerning  him  is,  that,  in  1687,  he  was 
one  of  the  youths  f  whom  Peter  formed  into  a  corps,  and  difciplined  after  the  Eu- 
ropean manner.  The  young  Tzar  was  only  fifteen  years  old,  and  Mentchikof,  then 
known  by  the  name  of  Alexafca,  or  Little  Alexander,  of  the  fame  age ;  and  being  re- 
markably active  in  his  exercife,  was  obferved  by  Le  Fort,  and  recommended  to  Peter. 
Several  perfons  of  this  company  were  afterwards  promoted  very  high  in  the  Ruflian 
fervice,  and  many  circumflances  concurred  to  forward  the  advancement  of  Mentchikof. 
He  rendered  himfelf  remarkably  ufeful  to  the  Tzar  in  his  plans  of  reformation-,  he  paid 
particular  attention  to  foreigners,  whom  Peter  was  continually  drawing  into  his  fervice ; 
he  fludied  his  mailer's  charafter  and  temper,  and  knew  how  to  fubmit  to  the  grofleft 
infults.  "  The  Tzar,"  fays  Gordon,  who  was  himfelf  an  eye-witnefs,  "  often  kicked 
him  publicly,  and  beat  him  like  a  dog  ;  fo  that  the  by-ilanders  concluded  him  undone  ; 
but  always  next  morning  the  peace  was  made  up,  which  people  believed  could  not  pro- 
ceed but  from  fome  preternatural  caufe  \." 

One  inffance  of  his  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Tzar,  and  dexterity 
in  performing  them,  is  recorded  by  Korb,  fecretary  to  the  Auftrian  embaffy.  Peter  was 
accuflomed  to  affifl  at  the  examination  of  the  prifoners  who  were  accufed  of  high  trea- 
fon,  and  was  prefent  at  the  tortures  infli£ted  to  force  confelTion  ;  he  frequently  attended 
at  their  execution  ;  fometimes  performed  the  office  of  executioner  §,  and  occafionally 
configned  that  taflc  to  his  favourites  and  principal  nobles.  Soon  after  the  infurreftion 
of  the  Strelitz  in  1698,  Peter  fcornfully  reproached  many  of  the  nobles  who  trembled 
at  being  compelled  to  behead  fome  rebels;  adding  in  a  ftrain  of  fanguinaryjuflice,  "  No 
victim  is  more  acceptable  to  the  Deity  than  a  wicked  man."  Mentchikof,  however, 
did  not  labour  under  fuch  delicate  feelings  ;  for  as  a  prelude  to  the  execution  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Strelitz,  he  drove  through  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow  in  a  fledge,  bran- 
difhing  a  naked  fword  jj,  and  boafted  of  his  adroitnefs  in  cutting  off  twenty  heads.  He 
did  not,  however  acquire  the  confidence  of  Peter  merely  by  a£ts  of  buffoonery  and 
cruelty,  but  by  his  fuperior  abilities  both  as  a  flatefman  and  a  foldier  ^.  Being  chofen 
by  the  Emperor  for  the  companion  of  his  travels,  he  was  created  Prince  of  the  German 
empire,  and  rapidly  elevated  to  the  higheft  employments  both  in  the  civil  and  military 
line.      On  particular  occafions  he  was  even  permitted  to  perfonate  his  Sovereign,  by 

*  The  former  opinion,  that  he  was  a  paftry-cook's  boy,  feems  to  be  the  moft  probable,  as  it  is  preferred 
by  Weber,  Manflein,  Bruce. 

f  Muller's  Nachricht  von  der  Urfprunge  des  Preobafchenkifchen,  &c.  in  Journal  of  St.  Peterfijurgh  for 
March,  1^78,  p.  173.     Furft  Menzikow  war  einer  den  erften  Potefchnii.     See  alfo  Manilein,  p.  11. 

J  Gordon's  Life  of  Peter,  vol.  ii.  p.  278.  Korb  alfo  fays.  "  Alexafcatn  vtro  favoritam  fuum,  gladio 
accincTtum  inter  tripudia  deprehendens,  deponendi  gladii  morem  infliAo  colapho  docuit ;  cujus  impetum  fan- 
guis  ex  naribus  abunde  defluus  fatis,  teftatus  eft,"  p.  84. 

§  "  Quinque  rebellium  capita  a  nobliffimd  Mofcoviie  manu  fecuri  efie  amputata."     Korb  Diarium,  p,  170. 

11  OJlendit  ad  hue  eo  ijefpere  ficpe  di3us  jiUxander,  carpento per  omnia  urbis  compUia  veSus,  creberrlmd  nudi  enjis 
ijlintat'tone,  quam  fanguinolentam  crafilni  diet  tragadiam  expeSarel.  Crudeltor  Alexafca  de  viginti  decujfn  capi/fibui 
gloriabatur.     Korb.  p.330. 

fl  At  the  battle  of  Pultawa  he  had  three  horfes  ftiot  under  him.  ^ 
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giving  public  audience  to  foreign  ambaffadors  ;  while  Peter,  averfe  to  the  pomp  of 
royalty,  appeared  as  a  private  perfon  in  his  fuite.  So  great  indeed  was  the  afcendency 
which  this  favourite  acquired  over  the  Emperor,  as  to  occafiona  report  among  the  Ruf- 
fians,  that  he  fafcinated  by  witchcraft  the  mind  of  his  maflier. 

On  the  death  of  Peter  the  power  of  Mentchikof  was  fUll  more  unbounded.  Catha- 
rine, chiefly  indebted  to  his  affiftance  for  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  gratefully  refigned 
to  him  the  fole  adminiftration  of  affairs ;  his  authority  continued  undiminiflied  to  the 
moment  of  her  deceafe,  and  the  claufe  in  her  will  *,  by  which  flie  ordered  her  fuccen'or 
Peter  II.  to  efpoufe  the  Prince's  daughter,  was  at  once  a  proof  of  his  afcendency  and  her 
gratitude. 

His  intrigues  and  power,  his  ambition  and  arrogance,  his  difrefpedtful  behaviour  to 
Peter  II.  f,  and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  his  dil'grace  are  related  in  the  Memoirs  of 
Manftein  J.  Being  arrefted,  in  September,  1727,  he  was  imprifoned  at  Berefof,  a  fmall 
town  upon  the  river  Oby,  in  a  wooden  hovel  inclofed  with  pallifadoes,  where  he  ended 
his  days.  He  fupported  his  difgrace  with  firmnefs  and  refignation  § :  he  received  a 
daily  allowance  of  ten  roubles,  from  which  he  even  faved  a  fufficiency  to  build  a  wooden 
church,  and  amufed  himfelf  by  affifting  the  workmen  in  the  conftruftion.  He  furvived 
his  fall  two  years  and  five  months,  dying  in  November,  1729,  of  an  apoplexy  |]. 

The  wife  of  Prince  Mentchikof,  affefted  with  her  hufband's  difgrace,  became  blind 
with  weeping,  and  expired  on  the  road  to  Berefof.  One  of  his  daughters  died  before 
her  father  in  prifon ;  and  his  furviving  fon  and  daughter  were  releafed  at  the  accellion 
of  the  Emprefs  Anne.  The  daughter  was  married  to  Guflavus  Biren,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Courland,  and  the  fon  promoted  in  the  army.  A  grandfon  of  Prince  Ment- 
chikof is  now  living  :  he  is  an  officer  in  the  Ruffian  army,  and  inherits  the  name,  but 
neither  the  riches  or  power  of  his  grandfather. 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  Mentchikof,  the  palace  of  Oranienbaum  was  converted  into  an 
hofpital  for  failors ;  but  was  afterwards  chofen  by  Peter  the  Third  for  his  favourite 
refidence.  The  body  of  the  edifice  was  built  by  Mentchikof,  and  confiffs  of  two  ftories, 
containing  a  range  of  fmall  apartments  ^  the  wings,  which  are  long  buildings  of  one 
ftory,  were  added  by  the  Emperor. 

Paffing  from  the  palace  to  the  fortrefs,  we  obferved  a  miniature  model  of  a  citadel, 
made  by  order  of  Peter  III.  when  he  firfl  contraflied  a  fondnefs  for  military  ftudies,  for 
the  purpofe  of  learning  pra£l:ical  fortification.  The  fortrefs,  which  is  furrounded  with 
a  ditch  and  rampart,  and  ftrengthened  with  baflions,  was  raifed  by  Peter  when  Great 
Duke,  and  contains  a  building  called  the  governor's  houfe,  which  he  generally  inhabited, 
himfelf,  and  into  which  he  admitted  only  his  officers  and  favourites,  while  his  court  re- 
fided  in  the  palace.  Near  it  were  barracks  for  a  fmall  garrifon,  fome  wooden  houfes 
for  the  principal  officers,  and  a  fmall  Lutheran  chapel,  where  the  Holftein  foldiers 
aflembled  for  divine  fervice.  The  governor's  houfe  is  a  brick  building  ftuccoed,  with 
four  windows  in  front,  and  contains  eight  fmall  rooms.  It  remains  exaftly  in  the  fame 
ftate  as  during  the  life-time  of  the  Emperor,  neither  the  furniture,  nor  the  bed,  in  which 

•  Gordon  fuppofes  that  this  will  was  forged  by  Prince  Mentchikof;  a  fuppofition  for  which  there  is  not 
the  leali  proof.  We  muft  diftinguifh  between  thofe  parts  of  Gordon's  hiftory,  which  relate  to  events  while 
he  was  in  Ruffia,  and  the  others  which  he  wrote  after  he  quitted  that  country  in  1711.  He  fpeaks  worfe 
of  Prince  Mentchikof  than  he  feems  to  deferve,  and  particularly  arraigns  his  courage. 

f  Munic  gives,  amongft  others,  the  following  inftances  of  his  arrogance,  "  Lorfqu'il  ecrivoit  au  jeune 
Empereur  il  le  traitoit  de  fils  et  fous-fignoit  la  lettre  ;  Votre  Pere  Menfchikow.  Aux  eglifes  il  fe  mettoit  a 
la  tribune  de  I'Empereur,"  &c.  £ba\iche,  &c.  p.  67. 

I  P.  2.  to  p.  13.  §  Manftein,  p.  10.  ||  See  Schmidt  MaterialicD,  p.  243. 
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he  flept  the  night  preceding  his  depofition,  being  removed.  The  bedftead  was  fuiv- 
nifhed  with  curtains  of  pink  and  filver  brocade,  ornamented  with  plumes  of  red  and 
white  feathers,  and  the  coverlet  was  of  white  fatin.  Adjoining  is  a  neat  cabinet,  hung 
with  light  brown  lilk,  upon  which  were  feveral  figures  worked  by  the  Emprefs. 

From  the  fortrefs  we  were  conduded  to  a  large  gallery  of  piftures,  collefted  by  the 
Emperor.  Among  feveral  portraits  of  that  unfortunate  Prince,  one  was  pointed  out  to 
to  us  as  a  ftriking  refemblance ;  he  is  painted  in  his  Holflein  uniform,  the  complexion, 
is  fair,  and  the  hair  light ;  there  is  no  exprefiion  in  the  features,  and  the  countenance  is 
eifeminate. 

In  the  garden  is  an  elegant  pavilion,  conftructed  by  order  of  the  Emprefs  when  Great 
Duchefs :  it  contains  eighteen  apartments,  each  furnilhed  in  the  ftyle  of  different  coun- 
tries, and  is  fituated  in  the  midd  of  a  thick  plantation.  The  approaches  being  circular, 
we  had  not  the  lead  ghmpfe  of  the  building  until  we  arrived;  and  as  it  generally  caufes 
an  emotion  of  furprize,  it  has,  for  that  reafon,  received  the  appellation  of  Ha  ! 

In  the  gardens  of  Oranienbaum  is  an  extraordinary  building,  denominated  the  Moun- 
tain for  fledges,  called  alio  by  fome  travellers  the  Flying  Mountain,  It  ftands  in  the 
middle  of  an  oblong  area-,  enclofed  by  an  open  colonade  half  a  mile  in  circumference, 
fupporting  a  flat  roof,  which  is  raifed  for  the  accommodation  of  fpectators.  The  flying 
mountain  is  a  long  wooden  fliruflure,  fupported  on  brick  walls,  reprefenting  an  undu- 
lating furface  of  ground,  or  a  mountain  compofed  of  three  principal  declivities,  gradu- 
ally diminifliing  in  height,  with  intermediate  fpaces  refcnibliug  vallies  :  from  the  fum- 
niit  of  the  fl.rudure  to  the  further  extremity  is  a  floored  way,  in  which  three  parallel 
groves  are  formed.  A  fmall  carriage,  containing  one  perfon,  being  placed  in  the  cen- 
tre groove  upon  the  higheft  point,  ruflies  with  great  rapidity  down  the  firfl;  declivity ; 
the  velocity  acquired  in  the  defcent  carries  it  up  the  fecond  and  third,  and  it  glides  fwiftly 
to  the  extremity  of  the  area  ;  it  is  then  placed  in  one  of  the  fide  grooves,  and  drawn  up 
to  the  fummit  by  means  of  a  windlais.  To  a  perfon  unacquainted  with  the  mechanifm 
ot  this  fingular  flrufture,  this  entertainment  would  appear  tremendous;  but  as  the 
grooves  always  keep  the  carriage  in  a  due  equilibrium,  there  is  not  the  leafl  danger  of 
being  overturned.  At  the  top  of  the  flying  mountain  are  handfome  apartments  for  the 
accomiiiodation  of  the  court  and  principal  nobility,  and  there  is  alfo  room  for  many 
thoufand  fpedators  within  the  colonade  and  upon  the  roof.  Near  the  flying  moun- 
tain *  is  a  fpacious  amphitheatre,  in  which  tournaments  are  ufually  exhibited. 

Peterhof  is  feven  miles  from  Oranienbaum,  and  twenty  from  the  capital :  the  palace 
was  begun  by  Peter  the  Great,  and  finiflied  by  Elizabeth.  It  is  feated  upon  an  emi- 
nence, and  commands  a  fuperb  view  of  Cronlladt,  Peterfliurgh,  the  intervening  gulf, 
and  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Carelia  ;  it  is  magnificently  furniflied,  and  the  fuite  of  apart- 
ments is  princely.  The  prefence-chamber  is  ornamented  with  the  portraits  of  the  fove- 
reigns  who  governed  Ruflia  fince  1613.  The  mod  confpicuous  is  a  whole  length  of 
Catharine  the  Second,  making  her  triumphant  entry  into  Peterihurgh,  the  evening  of 
the  revolution  which  placed  her  upon  the  throne.  She  is  reprefented  dreffed  in  the 
uniform  of  the  guards,  with'  a  branch  of  oak  in  her  hat,  a  drawn  fword  in  her  hand, 
and  mounted  on  a  white  fl;eed. 

The  gardens  of  Peterhof  have  been  celebrated  for  tafle  and  elegance  ;  and  from  the 
number  of  jet  d'eaus,  fountains,  bafons,  cafcades,  and  parterres,  have  been  compared  to 
thofe  of  Verfailles.     Thefe  gardens,  which  at  the  time  of  their  formation,  were  greatly 

*  Dr.  Kin^,  in  his  EfTay  on  tbe  Effefts  oF  Cold,  hasdefcribed  another  kind  of  Flying  Mountain,  which 
Mtas  errftcd  at  Tzar!":oe  Zck- ;  it  was  taken  down  when  I  faw  the  pla.-.-e. 
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admired  in  this  country,  though  not  congenial  to  the  tafte  of  the  Emprefs,  are  fufFered 
to  remain  in  their  prefent  ftate  ;  as  during  fummer  Her  Majefty  principally  refides  at 
Tzarfkoe-Zelo,  where  the  grounds  are  difpofed  in  a  more  modern  and  pleafing  manner. 
I  (hall  not  detain  the  reader  with  a  defcription  of  fdver  dolphins  and  gilded  fbtues, 
which  are  fcattered  in  great  profufion  ;  but  I  cannot  omit  a  childilh  conceit  of  two  gla^ 
diators  placed  in  a  bafon  of  water  ;  they  are  reprefentcd,  not  with  the  aulient  weapons, 
the  fword  and  buckler,  but  with  the  more  modern  inftruments  of  war,  a  brace  of  piltols, 
which  they  level  at  each  other  in  hoftile  attitudes,  and  the  water  ruflies  impetuoufly  from 
the  barrels. 

Part  of  the  garden  lies  between  the  palace  and  the  gulf,  and  contains,  among  other 
buildings,  a  houfe  fituated  on  the  margin  of  the  water,  which  is  worthy  of  particular  ob- 
fervation,  becaufe  it  was  the  favourite  retreat  of  Peter  I.  As  the  houfe  and  furniture 
have  been  preferved  with  religious  veneration  in  their  original  ftate,  we  can  form  fome 
idea  of  the  plain  and  frugal  fimplicity  in  which  that  great  monarch  was  accuftomed  to 
live.  This  houfe  being  built  foon  after  his  return  from  Holland,  and  fitted  up  in  the 
tafte  of  that  country,  was  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Duich  houfe :  he  ufed  alfo 
ro  call  it  Monphiiftr,  the  name  by  which  it  is  now  diftinguiflied.  Being  fubjed  to  fe- 
vers, he  imagined  the  fea  air  *  beneficial  to  his  conftitution,  and  for  that  reafon  caufed 
this  fmall  houfe  to  be  placed  clofe  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  It  is  of  brick,  of  one  ftory, 
and  roofed  with  iron,  the  windows  reach  from  the  ground  to  the  top,  which,  added  to 
the  length  and  lownefs  of  the  building,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  green- houfe.  The 
habitable  part  confifts  of  a  hall  and  fix  fmall  rooms,  which  are  furnifhed  in  the  neatell 
and  plaineft  manner.  The  mantle-pieces  are  ornamented  with  curious  old  porcelain, 
which  he  greatly  prized  as  being  brought  into  Ruffia  when  the  communication  was  firft 
opened  with  China.  The  bed-room  is  fmall,  white-waflied,  and  the  floor  covered  with 
a  coloured  fail-cloth.  It  contains  a  barrack  bedftead  without  curtains,  and  I  obferved 
that  the  (heets  were  remarkably  fine.  The  galleries  on  each  fide,  and  two  fmall  rooms, 
are  hung  with  piduresof  the  Dutch  and  Flemifh  fchools;  among  rhefe  were  feveral  por- 
traits of  himfelf  under  the  chavader  of  mafter  Peter,  when  he  worked  at  Sardam  ;  and 
one  of  his  favourite  miftrefs,  the  beautiful  Dutch  girl. 

Being  anxious  to  vifit  every  remarkable  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  I 
went  to  Schluflelburgh ;  a  fortrefs  often  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian  hiftory,  and  cele- 
brated for  the  number  and  rank  of  the  ftate  prifoners  who  have  been  there  confined. 

Schluifelburgh  is  forty  miles  from  Peterft)urgh ;  the  road  runs  the  whole  way  by  the 
fide  of  the  Neva,  which  flows  with  a  full  ftream  in  a  broad  and  winding  channel ;  the 
banks,  which  are  fteep  and  high,  are  ftudded  with  villages,  and  country  houfes  impend- 
jng  over  the  water.  The  village  of  SchluiTelburgh,  which  is  fituated  on  each  fide  of 
the  Neva,  contains  three  hundred  wooden  houfes,  and  two  ihoufand  eight  hundred 
inhabitants. 

The  fortrefs  is  built  upon  a  fmall  ifland  of  the  Neva,  at  the  point  where  it  iflues  from 
■  the  lake  Ladoga.     The  breadth  of  the  ftream  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  the  current 
remarkably  rapid. 

*  "  Lc  czarprit  a  Riga  une  forte  attaqiie  de  ficvi'e  rhatide.  Pour  s'en  remettre,  ilTcIogea  nne  huftaine 
de  jours  dans  un  vaiffeau.  A  foii  avif,  Pair  dcs  eaux  reltaurait  la  faiite.  Peu  de  jowrnees  paflees  fans  le 
refpirer.  Se  levant  au  point  dii  juur,  et  dinaiit  a  onzc  heures  du  matin,  il  avait  coutume  de  faire  un  fom- 
meil  apres  le  repas.  Un  lit  de  rtpos  pour  cct  ufage  eUiit  dri-ffedans  la  fvegatte,  et  il  y  allait  en  toute  faifon. 
M^me  lorfqu'il  fcjournait  en  eie  a  Peti:r{ho{f,  Pair  dcs  valles  jardins  de  ce  palais  liii  feniblait  etouffe,  et  il 
couchait  "a  Monblaifir,  maifon,  dont  Ics  fiots  dcs  la  mer  hivtnt  un  cote,  et  doiit  P.iiitre  confine  au  grand  pare 
de  PeterfhofF.  C'^tait  fa  retraite  favorite.  II  I'avait  meublee  de  tableaux  flanians.  ripvtifentaiU  des 
•Tcenes  cfeampetres  et  maritimts,  .plaifantts  pour  la  plipart."     EaSeviti,  in  i}.  K.  M.  IX.  p.  339. 

According 
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According  to  the  Ruffian  hiftorians,  George  Danilovitch,  Great-Duke  of  Mofcow, 
during  an  expedition  againfl  Wiburgh  in  1324,  built  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  the  middle  ot 
this  illand,  which  was  then  called,  from  its  oblong  fhape,  Orekoflki  Oltrof,  or  Nut 
Illand  ;  from  this  appellation  the  fortrefs  took  its  name  of  Orekovetch,  which  was  cor- 
rupted into  Orefhek.  Being  befieged  and  taken  by  Magnus  King  of  Sweden,  the 
Swedes  tranflated  the  name  into  their  own  language,  and  called  it  Noteborg.  It  again 
came  into  the  polTeffion  of  the  Ruffians,  who  retained  it  until  1614,  when  Guftavus 
A dolphus  forced  ihegarrifon  to  capitulate.  Since  this  period  the  Swedes  encircled  the 
whole  ifland  wr th  a  wall  and  battlements. 

In  1702  Peter  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Sweden  with  a  confiderable  army,  and, 
after  feveral  ineffedtual  attempts  againft  Noteborg,  fent  Prince  Galitzin,  Colonel  of  the 
Guards,  at  the  head  of  a  feleft  corps,  to  take  it  by  florm.  The  troops  being  landed  by 
means  of  rafts,  clofe  to  the  fortifications,  which  advance  almofl  to  the  edge  of  the  water, 
were  expofed  to  fo  dreadful  a  carnage,  that  Peter,  conceiving  the  affault  imprafticable, 
fent  orders  for  the  Ruffians  to  retire.  Galitzin  refufed  to  obey.  "  Tell  my  fovereign," 
he  added,  *'  that  I  am  no  longer  his  fubjeft  ;  having  thrown  myfelf  under  the  protec- 
tioo  of  a  power  far  fuperior  to  him."'  Then,  turning  to  his  troops,  he  animated  them  by 
his  voice  and  example,  and,  leading  them  to  the  attack,  fcaled  the  walls,  and  took  the 
fortrefs.  Peter,  (truck  with  this  exploit,  faid  to  him,  "  Afk  what  you  chufe,  except 
Mofcow  and  Catharine."  The  Prince,  with  a  magnanimity  which  reflefts  high  honour 
on  his  character,  requeued  the  pardon  of  his  ancient  rival  Prince  Repnin,  who  had  been 
degraded  by  Peter  from  the  rank  of  Marffial  to  that  of  a  common  foldier  ;  he  obtained 
his  requeft,  the  confidence  of  his  fovereign,  the  efteem  of  Repnin,  and  the  applaufe  of 

the  public  *. 

Peter  changed  the  name  of  the  fortrefs  into  Schluffelburgh,  becaufe,  from  the  im- 
portance of  the  fituation,  he  confidered  it  as  the  key  t  of  his  conquefts.  From  this  pe- 
riod it  has  continued  in  the  pofleffiion  of  the  Ruffians  ;  but  has  been  chiefly  ufed  for  a 
ftate  prifon. 

The  ifland,  which  lies  midway  between  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  is  of  an  oblong  ffiape, 
fcarcely  more  than  fix  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  two  hundred  and  fixty  in  its  greateft 
breadth.  The  walls,  which  fkirt  almofh  the  whole  circumference,  are  built  with  ftone 
and  brick,  about  fifty  feet  high,  from  eleven  to  twenty  thick,  and  ftrengthened  with 
battlements  and  round  towers.  We  paffed  over  a  draw-bridge  into  the  fortrefs,  which 
we  examined,  but  without  being  permitted  to  enter  any  of  the  wards  where  the  prifon- 
ers  are  confined.  A  range  of  corridors  enclofes  a  large  area,  and  contains  feveral  dun- 
geons for  the  prifoners.  We  obferved  the  windows  of  thefe  dungeons  clofed  with 
brick,  leaving  towards  their  top  a  vacant  fpace  of  a  few  inches  fquare,  which  admits  fo 
little  light,  that  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  have  only  a  kind  of  twilight  gloom.  In  the 
middle  of  the  area  is  the  governor's  houfe,  and  a  fmall  wooden  cottage,  wherein  a 
ftate  prifoner  was  confined.  Further  on  we  entered  through  a  portcullis  into  the  inte- 
rior fortrefs,  built  by  George  Danilovitch ;  it  is  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  fquare, 
open  at  top,  with  ftone  walls  remarkably  high.  Within  is  the  fhell  of  a  brick  houfe  of 
one  ftory,  which  reaches  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  contains  eleven  rooms,  each  fe- 
venteen  feet  by  twelve.  This  houfe  was  built  by  order  of  Peter  III.  with  fuch  expedi- 
tion, that  it  was  begun  and  brought  to  its  prefent  ftate  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks  j   but  his 

*  I  received  tins  anecdote  from  a  defcendant  of  Prince  Galitzin,  and  the  truth  was  confirmed  by  many 
JLufilan  noblemen. 

+  Schluffel  in  German  fignifies  a  key  j  and  Peter  afFefted  to  give  many  places  a  German  appellation. 

depofition 
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depofition  put  an  Immediate  ftop  to  its  progrefs.  The  conftrudion  of  fo  large  a  build- 
ing in  fo  fecure  a  place,  and  in  fuch  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  has  always  been  deemed  a 
myftery ;  but  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  intended  it  for  his  confort,  whom 
he  determined  to  divorce  and  imprifon.  A  few  weeks  before  his  depofition,  Peter  vi- 
fited  Schluflelburgh,  and  faw  Ivan  ;  he  examined  this  houfe  with  great  attention,  and 
feemed  fatisfied  with  the  expedition  of  the  workmen  *. 

Several  ftate  prifoners  of  high  rank  have  been  confined  in  this  fortrefs  ;  among  the 
mofl  remarkable  are  Maria  f,  fifter,  and  Eudocia  |,  firfl:  wife  of  Peter  the  Great,  who 
was  /jere  imprifoned  in  one  of  the  moft  gloomy  cells.  Count  Piper,  minifler  to  Charles 
XII.  who  was  taken  at  the  battle  of  Pultava,  died  here  after  a  lingering  captivity.  Birea 
Duke  of  Courland,  and  Regent  of  Ruflia,  here  exchanged  the  pomp  of  palaces  for  a 
loathfome  dungeon,  and  the  ill-fated  Ivan,  after  an  imprifonment  of  twenty-three  years, 
here  fuffered  an  untimely  death  §. 

Thefe  melancholy  ideas,  heightened  by  the  dreadful  gloom,  dead  filence,  and  awful 
appearance  of  a  few  folitary  centinels,  communicated  fuch  an  impreflion  as  will  not  ea- 
fily  be  obliterated  ;  and  even  at  this  diftance  of  time  and  place,  I  fhudder  at  the  recol- 
ledion  of  a  Ruffian  ftate-prifon- 

•  Bufchi'ng  fuppofc&  that  Peter  conftru<3ed  a  houfe  for  Prince  Ivan  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluflelburgh. 
This  can  mean  no  other  houfe  than  that  defciibed  in  the  text,  which  I  am  convinced  was  defigned  for  the 
Emprefs;  but  Bufching  protably  did  not  know  that  Ivan  was  removed  to  Kexholm  the  beginning  of 
June.     Bufching,  vol.  vi.  p.  531.. 

See  the  account  of  Filnce  Ivan  in  book  v.  chap  ii.  in  the  next  volume.  Several  authors  who  have  writ- 
ten fince  the  death  of  the  Emprefs,  have  advanced  the  fame  opinion,  though  without  the  fmallest  founda- 
tion.    In  fuch  niyilerious  tranfaftions  as  tliefe,  difference  of  opinion  mull  occur. 

f  Maria  was  imprifoned  on  fufpicion  of  being  conctrned  with  Alcxej,  was  again  releafed,  and  died  at 
Peterfburgh  in  1723. 

J  Eudocia  was  efpoufed  in  16S9  to  Peter  the  Great,  and  was  dch'vcred  of  Alexcy  in  1690.  Hcroppofition  to 
Peter's  plans  of  reformation,  and  remonftrances  againll  his  incontinence,  occafioned  her  divorce^  which  took 
place  in  1 656  ;  when  fhe  was  compelled  to  aflume  the  veil,  and  confined  in  a  convent  at  Sufdal.  During  her 
icfldence  in  that  convent,  fhe  is  reported  to  have  formed  a  connexion  with  General  Glebof,  and  even  to  have 
entered  into  a  contiadt  of  marriage  by  exchanging  rings.  Encouraged  by  the  predidlions  of  the  Archbifhop 
of  Roftof,  who,  from  a  dreain,  announced  to  her  the  death  of  Peter,  and  her  immediate  return  to  court, 
under  the  reign  of  her  fon  Alexey,  (he  re-aifumed,  it  was  faid,  her  fecular  drefs,  and  was  publicly  prayed  for 
in  the  church  of  the  convent  under  the  name  of  the  Emprefs  Eudocia.  Being  conveyed  to  Mofcow  in  1718,  ' 
and  examined,  (he  was,  by  order  of  her  inhuman  hufband,  fcourged  by  two  nuns,  and  imprifoned  in  a  fmall 
cell  in  tlie  convent  of  New  Ladoga,  without  being  fuffered  to  fee  any  one  but  the  perfons  who  brouoht  her 
food,  which  fhe  dreffed  herfelf.  From  thence  fhe  was  removed  to  the  fortrefs  of  Schluflelburgh.  Bein? 
releafed  on  the  acceffion  of  her  grandfon  Peter  III.  (lie  repaiicd  to  Mofcow,  was  prefent  at  his  coronation, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  and  expired  in  the  Devitchei  nunnery,  where  fhe  held  her  court,  ia 
1-731,  in  the  59th  year  of  her  age  ||. 

This  Princefs,  though  certainly  a  weak  woman,  perhaps  was  not  fo  guilty  as  fhe  was  reprcfented  by  Peter. 
Mrs.  Vigor,  who  faw  and  converfed  with  her  at  ISIofcow  in  1731,  affures  us,  that  Glebof  "  underwent 
fuch  repeated  tortures,  as  it  was  thought  no  creature  could  have  borne,  with  great  Gonilancy,  perfilling  in 
his  own  and  her  innocence  during  his  torments.  At  lad  the  Tzar  liimfelf  came  to  him,  and  offered  him 
pardon  if  he  would  confefs.  He  fpit  in  the  Tzar's  face,  and  told  him,  he  fhould  difdain  to  fpeak  to  him, 
but  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  clear  his  miflrefs,  who  was  as  virtuous  a  woman  as  any  in  the  world,"  &c^ 
Letters  from  a  Lady  in  Ruflia,  p.  44,  46.  Alfo  Voltaire,  Schmidt,  &e. 
§  For  an  account  of  his  death  fee  book  v.  chap.  ii. 

II  Schmidt.  Gen.  Tab.  in  his  RulT,  Gef. 
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Chap.  VIII. — Divine  Ser'vice  in  the  Sclavonian  and  Greek  Tongue,  performed  by  the  Arch- 
bip:>op  of  Mofcoiv. — Blejfmg  of  theWatcrs. — Public  Feafi given  to  the  Populace. — De- 
fcription  of  the  vapour  Baths. 

THE  reader  in  the  prefent  chapter,  will  meet  with  various  ceremonies  and  national 
cuftoms,  which  will  follow  each  other  in  an  unconnefted  detail,  but  which  were  too  cu- 
rious to  be  omitted. 

During  our  (lay  at  Peterfburgh,  one  Sunday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  we,  in  com- 
pany with  Sir  James  Harris,  had  the  honour  of  attending  Prince  Potemkin  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Mofcow,  in  order  to  be  prefent  at  a  Sclavonian  and  Greek  fervice.  This 
learned  Prelate,  whofe  name  is  Plato,  received  us  with  great  politenefs,  and,  at  the  clofe 
of  a  fliort  converfation,  conduced  us  into  the  church.  On  his  entrance  the  chorifters 
began  a  fliort  hymn  *,  which  they  finiflied  as  he  approached  the  fhrine ;  having  then 
faid  a  fliort  prayer,  he  placed  himfelf  upon  a  raifed  feat  in  the  middle  of  the  church  f  ; 
and  taking  off"  his  mandyas,  or  common  garment,  the  attendant  priefts  kifled  his  hand, 
while  they  delivered  to  him  the  different  parts  of  the  coftly  pontifical  veftments,  which, 
in  receiving,  he  raifed  to  his  lips  |,  before  he  inverted  himfelf  with  them.  He  alfo 
placed  on  his  head  a  crown  richly  ornamented  with  pearls  and  precious  ftones.  We 
were  informed,  that  this  drefs  is  fimilar  to  the  imperial  robe,  formerly  worn  by  the  Greek 
Emperors  of  Conftantinople,  which  they  permitted  the  fupreme  dignitaries  of  the  church 
to  put  on  at  the  time  of  fervice  ;  and  the  fame  attire  ftill  continues  to  diftinguifli  the 
hierarchy  of  the  Greek  church  eflabliflied  in  RufTia  from  the  lower  orders. 

The  Archbifhop  being  robed,  repaired  to  the  fhrine  within  the  great  folding-doors, 
and  foon  afterwards  began  the  celebration  of  divine  worfhip.  Part  of  the  fervice  was 
performed  in  the  Sclavonian  tongue  by  the  different  priefls,  and  part  by  the  archbifhop 
in  the  Greek  language,  which  he  pronounced  according  to  the  accent  of  the  modern 
Greeks.  In  conformity  to  the  rules  of  the  church,  no  organ,  or  any  other  mufical  in- 
ftrument,  was  introduced  ;  but  the  vocal  harmony,  which  confided  in  hymns,  was  ex- 
ceedingly pleafing.  Lighted  tapers  and  incenfe  feemed  no  lefs  elTential  parts  of  their 
w  orfliip  than  among  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  prayers,  the  archbifliop  and  clergy  retired  into  the 
fhrine,  to  receive  the  communion.  The  folding-doors  were  immediately  fhut,  and  none 
of  the  laity  §  at  that  time  partook  of  this  rite  ;  but  we,  as  ftrangers,  were  allowed  to 
view  what  patted  through  a  fide  door  that  was  left  open  for  that  purpofe.  The  commu- 
nicants flood  during  the  ceremony ;  and  the  wine  was,  according  to  ufual  cuflom, 
mixed  with  warm  water ;  the  bread,  which  was  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  was  put  into  the 
wine  ;  and  the  elements  of  both  kinds  were  given  at  the  fame  time  in  a  fpoon. 

The  whole  fervice  lafted  about  an  hour.  The  Archbifhop,  having  pronounced  the 
final  benediSion,  again  feated  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  divefted  himfelf  of 
his  pontifical  garments,  and  clothed  himfelf  in  his  common  robe.     We  then  followed 

*  •'  The  Lord's  name  is  praifed  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame."     Pfalm 

*^'""  3-  ...  .  . 

f  The  Bifhops  alone  have  the  privilege  of  robing  themfelves  m  the  middle  of  the  church  ;  the  common 

pritfts  put  on  thtir  ecclefiaftlcal  veftments  in  tbelhrine 

\   In  order  to  kifs  the  crofs,  which  is  embroidered  npon  each  part  of  the  drefs. 

\  The  laity  generally  receive  the  facrament  once  or  twice  in  the  year. 

him 
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him  to  his  houfe,  where  we  found  a  collation,  confiding  of  an  eelpye,  a  fterlet,  red  and 
pickled  herrings,  and  various  forts  of  liqueurs  and  wines.  After  enjoying  for  fome  time 
the  intelligent  and  entertaining  converfation  of  the  Archbifliop,  who  fpoke  fluently  the 
French  tongue,  we  made  our  acknowledgments,  and  retired. 

Before  our  departure  from  the  metropolis,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  being  prefent 
at  another  religious  rite  of  a  more  public  nature,  the  bleffmg  of  the  Waters  ;  which 
was  performed  on  the  6th  of  January,  O.  S.  January  17th,  N.  S.  though  not  with 
its  ancient  pomp  and  magnificence.  This  ceremony  ufed  to  be  held  upon  the  Neva ;  on 
which  occafion  the  Sovereign  attended  in  perfon  upon  the  ice,  and  all  the  regiments  of 
guards  were  drawn  out  in  great  folemnity.  Its  pomp,  though  (till  fplendid,  is  now  much 
diminifhed. 

On  the  frozen  furface  of  a  fmall  canal,  between  the  admiralty  and  the  palace,  was 
erefled  an  odlagon  pavilion  of  wood,  painted  green,  and  ornamented  with  boughs  of  fir : 
it  was  open  at  the  fides,  and  crowned  by  a  dome,  fupported  by  eight  pillars.  On  the 
top  was  the  figure  of  St.  John  with  the  crofs,  and  four  paintings,  reprefent'ing  fome  mi- 
racles of  our  Saviour ;  in  the  infide  a  carved  image  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  under  the  em- 
blem of  a  dove,  was  fufpended,  as  is  ufual  in  the  fandtuaries  of  the  Greek  churches. 
The  floor  of  this  edifice  was  carpeted,  excepting  a  fquare  vacancy  in  the  middle,  in  which 
an  opening  was  cut  in  the  ice,  and  a  ladder  let  down  into  the  water.  The  pavilion  was 
enclofed  by  pallifadoes,  adorned  with  boughs  of  fir,  and  the  intermediate  fpacc  alfo  co- 
vered vi'ith  carpets.  From  onq  of  the  windows  of  the  palace  a  fcaflx)lding  was  erefted, 
ornamented  with  red  cloth,  which  reached  to  the  extremity  of  the  canal. 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  Emprefs  appeared  at  the  window  of  the  palace,  and  the 
Archbifliop,  who  was  to  perform  the  benedidlon,  pafled  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  pro- 
ceflion  along  the  fcaffolding  into  the  oiSagon,  round  which  were  drawn  up  a  few  foldiere 
of  each  regiment  quartered  at  Peterlburgh.  After  having  pronounced  a  few  prayers  *, 
he  defcended  the  ladder,  plunged  a  crofs  into  the  water,  and  then  fprinkled  the  colours 
of  each  regiment.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony  the  Archbifliop  retired,  and  the 
people  ruflied  in  crowds  into  the  oftagon  f,  drank  with  eagernefs  the  water, 
Iprinkled  it  upon  their  clothes,  and  carried  fome  of  it  away  for  the  purpofe  of  purifying 
their  houfes. 

On  the  6th  of  December  we  were  witnefs  to  a  very  fingular  entertainment  given  to 
the  public  by  a  Ruflian,  who  had  acquired  a  large  fortune  by  farming,  during  four 
years  only,  the  right  cf  vending  fpirituous  liquors.  On  furrendering  his  contraft,  he 
gave,  as  a  proof  of  his  gratitude  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  by  whom  he  had  enriched 
himfelf,  a  feaft  near  the  garden  of  the  fummer-palace,  which  was  announced  by  hand- 
bills diflributed  throughout  the  city.  As  ftrangers,  defirous  of  obferving  the  national 
manners,  we  did  not  fail  to  be  prefent  at  this  caroufal,  which  commenced  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  A  large  femi-circular  table  was  covered  with  all  kinds  of  provifion, 
piled  in  different  fhapes,  and  in  the  greatefl;  profufion.  Large  flices  of  bread  and  ca- 
viare, dried  fturgeon,  carp,  and  other  fifli,  were  ranged  a  great  height,  in  the  form  of 
pent-houfes  and  pyramids,  and  garniflied  with  craw-fifli.  onions,  and  pickles.  In  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  grounds  were  rows  of  calks  full  of  fpirituous  Uquors,  and  fl;ill  larger 
veilels  of  wine,  beer,  and  quafs.     Among  the  decorations  I  obferved  the  reprefentation 

*  The  reader  will  find  the  ceremonies  and  prayers  ufed  on  this  occafion,  in  Dr.  King's  Rites  of  the  Greek 
Church,  p.  386 

■|-  I  was  informed  that  fome  of  the  populace  plunged  into  the  water,  and  that  others  dipped  their  children 
into  it  ;  but  as  I  was  not  myfelf  witr.efs  to  ihefe  circumftauccs,  1  cannot  vouch  for  their  truth. 
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of  an  Immenfe  whale  in  pafteboard,  covered  with  cloth  and  gold  or  filver  brocade,  and 
filled  in  the  infide  with  bread,  dried  fifli,  and  other  provifions. 

All  forts  of  games  and  diverfions  were  exhibited  for  the  araufement  of  the  populace. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  grounds  was  a  large  fquare  of  ice  well  fwept  for  the  fcaiters ; 
near  which  were  two  machines  like  the  fwinging  vehicles  at  Bartholomew  Fair.  One 
of  thefe  machines  confided  of  two  crofs-beams  fixed  horizontally  to  a  pole  in  the  centre 
by  means  of  a  pivot ;  from  the  ends  of  the  beams  hung  four  fledges,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple feated  themfelves,  and  were  turned  round  with  great  velocity  ;  the  other  had  four 
wooden  horfes  fufpended  from  the  beams,  and  the  riders  were  whirled  round  in  the  like 
manner  as  their  rivals  in  the  fledges.  Beyond  thefe  were  two  ice-hills,  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  I  have  defcribed  on  a  former  occafioft  *,  and  for  the  fame  diverfion.  Two  poles, 
above  twenty-feet  in  height,  were  alfo  erefted,  with  colours  flying  ;  and  at  the  top  of 
each  were  placed  a  piece  of  money,  as  a  prize  for  thofe  who  could  fwarm  up  and  feize  it. 
The  poles,  being  rubbed  with  oil,  foon  froze  in  this  fevere  climate ;  many  and  tedious 
were  the  attempts  of  the  various  competitors  in  this  flippery  afcent  to  fame.  The  fcene 
was  lively  and  gay  ;  for  above  forty  thoufand  perlbns  of  both  fexes  were  affembled  on  the 
occafion. 

Having  thus  far  fatisfied  our  curiofity,  we  found  our  way,  not  without  gre^t  difficulty, 
through  the  crowd  to  a  pavilion  in  the  garden;  where  the  mafter  of  the  feaft  and  fe- 
veral  of  the  nobility  were  affemblcd,  and  were  regaled  with  a  cold  collation,  and  various 
forts  of  wine. 

It  was  preconcerted  that  on  firing  a  rocket,  the  people  were  to  drink  a  glafs  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquor,  and,  on  the  difcharge  of  a  fecond,  to  begin"  the  repafl.  But  the  impa- 
tience of  the  populace  anticipated  the  neceffity  of  the  fecond  fignal ;  and  the  whole 
multitude  was  foon  and  at  once  in  motion.  The  whale  was  the  chief  objefl:  of  conten- 
tion ;  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  minutes  he  was  entirely  diverted  of  his  gaudy  trappings, 
which  became  the  fpoils  of  his  fuccefsful  invaders.  They  had  no  fooner  flead  off  his 
drapery,  and  fecured  the  fragments  of  rich  brocade,  than  they  rent  him  into  a  thoufand 
pieces,  to  feize  the  provifions  with  which  his  infide  was  flored.  The  remaining  people, 
who  were  too  numerous  to  be  all  engaged  in  contending  about  the  whale,  were  em- 
ployed in  uncovering  the  pent-houfes,  and  pulling  down  the  pyramids;  in  conveying 
with  one  hand  provender  to  their  mouths,  and  with  the  other  to  their  pockets.  Others 
crowded  round  the  calks  and  hogfheads  ;  and  with  great  wooden  ladles  lapped  incef- 
fantly  wine,  beer,  and  fpirits.  The  confufion  and  riot,  which  foon  fucceeded,  is  better 
conceived  than  defcribed  ;  and  we  thought  it  expedient  to  retire.  The  evening  was 
clofed  with  a  fuperb  illumination  of  the  gardens,  and  magnificent  fire-works. 

But  the  confequences  of  this  feart;  were  indeed  dreadful.  The  cold  had  fuddenly  in- 
creafed  with  fuch  violence,  that  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  which  at  mid-day  flood  only 
4,  funk  towards  the  clofe  of  the  evening  to  1 5  below  freezing  point.  Many  intoxicated 
.perfons  were  frozen  to  death  :  not  a  few  fell  a  facrifice  to  drunken  quarrels ;  and  others 
were  robbed  and  murdered  in  the  more  retired  parts  of  the  city,  as  they  were  returning 
late  to  their  homes.  From  a  comparifon  of  the  various  reports,  we  had  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  at  leaft  four  hundred  perfons  lofl  their  lives  upon  this  melancholy 
occafion  f. 

*  See  vol   ii.  book  h.  chnp.  3. 

+  The  following  day  1  counled  myfelf  no  lefs  than  forty  bodies,  colk(^ed  m  two  flieds  near  the  place  of 
tnUruinment. 

A  Tho 
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The  Ruffian  baths  have  been  defcribed  by  every  traveller  who  has  given  to  the  pubh'c 
any  relation  of  this  country.  Inftead  of  tranfcribing  from  the  accounts  of  others,  I 
(hall  relate  what  fell  under  my  own  immediate  notice. 

In  oneof  the  Ruffian  villages  we  entered  a  bathing-houfe,  and  examined  it  with  as 
much  attention  as  the  extreme  heat  would  permit.  It  was  a  wooden  building  ot  one 
room,  with  fmall  windows  like  thofe  of  the  common  cottages.  Within  an  old  woman 
was  employed  in  preparing  the  bath  ;  and  as  the  violent  fmoke  and  heat  rendered  It 
fcarcely  poffible  for  us  to  (by  in  the  room  for  the  fpace  of  a  minute,  we  took  our  ftatioa 
at  the  door,  and  obferved  the  procefs.  She  firft  made  a  fire  under  an  arch  of  large  gra- 
nite ftones  four  feet  In  height ;  and  when  they  were  fufficiently  heated,  flie  fprinkled 
them  at  different  intervals  with  water,  which  flew  off  In  vapour.  She  then  took  from 
the  fire,  by  means  of  two  flicks,  feveral  fmall  red-hot  pebbles,  and  put  them  into  pails 
and  troughs  of  water,  which  acquired  different  degrees  of  warmth.  In  half  an  hour 
three  men  entered  the  bath  ;  and,  taking  off  their  clothes,  remained  within,  while  the 
old  woman  continued  to  throw  water  upon  the  arch  of  ftones,  which  heated  the  room 
to  a  prodigious  degree.  They  then  lay  down  upon  a  fort  of  table,  and  having  lathered 
their  bodies  with  foap,  fhe  rubbed  them  lightly  with  a  bundle  of  twigs  in  full  foliage. 
On  account  of  the  exceffive  heat,  we  were  driven  from  the  door;  and  foon  afterwards 
the  men,  their  bodies  fuffufed  with  a  deep  crimfon  from  the  effefts  of  the  vapour,  rufhed 
out,  plunged  themfelves  Into  the  river,  and  re-entered  the  bath. 

Another  bath  which  we  entered  near  the  convent  of  Yurlef  at  Novogorod,  being 
larger  and  more  commodious,  we  were  able  to  remain  fome  time  fpeftatorsof  the  whole 
procefs.  It  was  a  large  wooden  building,  containing,  like  that  jufl  defcribed,  only  one 
room,  and  was  provided  with  ranges  of  broad  benches,  placed  like  fleps  one  above  the 
other,  almoft  to  the  height  of  the  ceiling.  Within  were  about  twenty  perfons  undrefTed ; 
fome  wTre  lying  upon  the  benches  ;  fome  were  fitting  ;  others  ftanding  ;  fome  were 
wafhing  their  bodies  with  foap  ;  others  rubbing  themfelves  with  fmall  branches  of  oak- 
leaves  tied  together  like  a  rod  ;  fome  were  pouring  hot  water  upon  their  heads,  others 
cold  water ;  a  few,  almoft  exhaufted  by  the  heat,  were  ftanding  In  the  open  air,  or  re- 
peatedly plunging  Into  the  Volkof  *. 

I  ftiall  add  on  this  fubjed  the  following  account  communicated  to  me  by  an  Englifli 
gentleman  at  Peterfburgh,  who  was  ordered  to  bathe  for  his  health.  "  The  bathing- 
room  was  fmall  and  low,  and  contained  a  heap  of  large  ftones  piled  over  a  fire,  and  two 
broad  benches,  one  near  the  ground,  and  the  other  near  the  ceiling.  Small  buckets  of 
water  being  occafionally  thrown  upon  the  heated  ftones,  filled  the  room  with  a  hot  and 
fuftbcating  vapour ;    which,  from  Its  tendency  to  afcend,  rendered  the  upper  part  much 

*  Travellers  are  too  apt  not  to  diftinguifti  between  the  ciiftoms  of  tlie  common  people  and  thofe  of  ttc 
nobles  ;  often  imputing  to  the  latter  what  is  true  only  of  the  former.  The  Abbe  dc  Chappe,  in  his  account 
of  his  Journey  through  Siberia,  has  in  many  iuftances  been  guilty  of  this  abfurdity  ;  and  the  reader  is  led 
to  conclude  from  his  narrative,  that  the  nobles  bathe  promifcuoufly  in  public  like  tlic  common  people;  that 
they  are  equally  addiftcd  to  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  that  they  are  as  rude  and  inelegant  In  their  entertain- 
ments and  behaviour  ;  the  very  reverfe  of  which  is  the  fn£t.  The  author  of  the  Antidote  to  his  Tra- 
vels has  not  failed,  with  a  glow  of  national  patriotifm,  to  cenfure  fucli  indifcriminate  accounts.  In  no  one 
inftance  has  the  Abbe  been  more  erroneous  than  in  his  defcription  of  the  baths.  Alter  a  ludicrous  relation 
of  them,  he  adds^  "  Thefe  baths  are  in  ufe  all  over  Ruflia  ;  every  inhabitant:  of  this  vad  trail  of  land, 
from  the  Sovereign  to  the  meaneft  fubjeft,  bather,  t^ke  a  week,  and  in  the  fame  manner.  Every  individual, 
even  of  the  fmallell  fortune,  has  a  private  bath  in  h'«  own  houCe,  in  v\hich  the  father,  mother,  and  chil- 
dren fometimes  bathe  all  together."  And  again,  "  'Obe  baths  of  the  rich  differ  only  from  thofe  of  tlie  poor 
people  in  being  more  clean."  But  fucb  fbanieful  roifreprefentatioQS  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  were 
it  not  to  expofe  theii  falGty. 
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hotter  than  the  lower.  Having  taken  off  my  clothes,  I  laid  niyfelf  down  upon  the 
highefl;  bench  ;  while  the  bathing  woman  was  preparing  tubs  of  hot  and  cold  water, 
and  continued  to  increafe  the  vapour  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  Having  dipped 
a  bunch  of  twigs  into  the  hot  water,  fhe  repeatedly  fprinkled,  and  then  rubbed  with  it 
my  whole  body.  In  about  half  an  hour  I  removed  to  the  lower  bench,  which  I  found 
much  cooler  ;  when  the  bathing-woman  lathered  me  from  head  to  foot  with  foap,  fcrub- 
bed  me  with  flannel  for  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes  ;  and  throwing  feveral  buckets  of  warm 
water  over  me,  till  the  foap  was  entirely  waflied  off,  fhe  finally  dried  me  with  napkins. 
As  I  put  on  my  cloihes  in  a  room  without  a  fire,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  remarking, 
that  the  cold  air  had  little  effeft  on  my  body,  though  in  fo  heated  a  ftate ;  for  while  I 
was  dreffmg,  I  felt  a  glow  of  warmth  which  continued  during  the  whole  night.  This 
circumRance  convinced  me,  that  when  the  natives  rufh  from  the  vapour-baths  into  the 
river,  or  even  roll  in  the  fnow,  their  ienfations  are  in  no  refped;  difagreeable,  nor  the 
effefts  in  any  degree  unwholefome." 

Though  the  hardinefs  of  the  Ruflians  has,  with  reafon,  been  genei'ally  attributed  to 
the  fudden  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  which  they  experience  on  thefe  oceafions  ;  yet- 
other  caufes  are  not  wanting  that  may  concur  to  this  effeft.  The  peafants  change  their 
drefs  without  the  leafl:  attention  to  the  variation  of  the  feafons  ;  on  the  fame  day  they 
wear  only  their  coarfe  fhirts  and  drawers,  or  are  clad  in  the  warmefl  clothing.  They 
are  totally  unacquainted  with  the  luxury  of  beds ;  ileeping  either  upon  the  tops  of  thtir 
floves,  or  on  the  bare  floor,  fometimes  in  their  clothes,  and  at  other  times  almofl:  naked. 
Their  cottages  alfo  are  rendered  exceedingly  hot,  from  the  number  of  perfons  crowded 
into  a  fmall  fpace,  and  from  the  ftoves,  which  are  almoll  always  heated,  even  in  the 
midft  of  fummer ;  fo  that  when  they  go  out,  it  is  like  iffuing  from  a  warm  bath  into  the 
open  air.  The  children  are  not  tenderly  nurtured,  but  are  equally  inured  from  their  ear- 
lieft  infancy  to  the  moft  oppofite  extremes.  We  feldom,  indeed,  paffed  through  a  vil- 
lage, in  which  we  did  not  obferve  feveral  running  about  the  ftreets ;  and  others,  who 
were  fcarcely  able  to  crawl,  (landing  or  lying  near  the  doors  of  the  cottages,  with  no 
other  covering  than  their  fhirts,  even  in  rainy  or  froffy  weather.  Thus  the  natives  are 
ufed  to  fudden  changes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  accuflomed  from  their  infancy  to  the  har- 
dieft  kind  of  life. 


Chap.  IX. — Journey  from  Peierjbiirgh  to  Riga. — Hijiory  of  Livonia, — Narva. — DorpL 

— Riga. — jinecdotes  of  General  Brown. 

AN  excurfion  through  Livonia  and  Courland  will  form  the  fubje£t  of  this  and  the 
following  chapter. 

May  8,  1785.  Quitting  St.  Peterfburgh,  we  purfued  our  journey  through  Efthonia, 
and  Livonia,  conquered  from  the  Swedes  by  Peter  the  Great. 

As  thefe  provinces  bordering  upon  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Poland,  and  reciprocally 
poffeffed  by  thofe  three  powers,  were,  during  a  period  of  more  than  two  centuries,  a 
conftant  fource  of  the  moft  bloody  wars,  it  may  not  be  unneceffary  to  flate  briefly  their 
hiftory,  and  to  trace  the  caufes  which  rendered  them  objects  of  contention. 

In  1 158,  fome  merchants  of  Bremen,  bound  to  Wifby,  in  the  ifle  of  Gothland*, 
driven  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Duna,  trafficked  with  the  na- 
tives, and  gradually  eftabliflied  a  fettlement.     A  German  monk  of  the  Auguftine  order, 

,  *  Naehrkhtcr  von  Licfland,  S.  R.  G,  v.  9.  p.  263. 

who 
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tvho  acGoinpanied  the  new  colonifts,  acquired  the  language  of  the  country,  converted 
feveral  of  the  natives  to  chriftianity,  and  perfuaded  them  to  be  baptized.  According  to 
the  cuflom  of  that  barbarous  a^ra,  an  order  of  knighthood,  firfl  called  the  Knights  of 
Chrift,  and  afterwards  with  more  propriety  the  Knights  of  the  Sword,  was  indituted 
for  the  pi-opagation  of  Chriliianity  by  force  of  arms.  Thofe  military  miflionarics,  equally 
fanatic  and  fanguinary,  gradually  over-ran  thecouiitry,  and  reducing  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants, rendered  them  at  the  fame  time  Chriftians  and  flaves. 

In  1231  thefe  knights,  being  incorporated  in  the  Teutonic  order,  ftyled  themfelvesr 
Knights  and  Lords  of  the  Crofs,  and  purchafcd  Ellhonia,  in  152 1,  fiom  the  King  of 
Denmark.  Waller  Plettenburgh,  chief  or  general,  having  obtained  from  the  Grand 
Mafterof  the  Teutonic  order  thejurifdiclion  of  Livonia,  was  confidered  as  independent, 
and  admitted  by  Charles  the  Fifth  among  the  Princes  of  the  empire.  The  knights  con- 
tinued in  pofleflion  of  Eflhonii  and  Livonia,  until  the  impolidc  condud  of  their  mafters, 
and  civil  diffenfions,  incited  the  ambition  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  and  involved  the 
country  in  a  feries  of  bloody  wars. 

In  1556,  the  Archbifliop  of  Riga  being  imprifoned  by  Walter  Furflenburgh,  general- 
of  the  order,  implored  the  afllilance  of  his  uncle,  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  King  of  Poland;. 
Sigifmond  immediately  armed  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  invaded  Livonia,  and  compelled 
Walter  Furflenburg  to  releafe  the  Archbifhop  to  hberty,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty,  by 
which  he  acknowledged  himfelfand  the  province  of  Livonia  dependent  on  the  crown  of 
Poland. 

But  Ivan  Vafiilievitch,  whofe  anceflors  poffeflfed  Dorpt,  and  other  neighbouring  towns 
in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  laid  claim  to  thefe  provinces,  and  entering  Livonia  with  a  for- 
midable army,  refolved  to  annex  them  to  the  Ruffian  empire.  In  this  imminent  dan- 
ger, the  city  of  Revel,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Efthonia,  threw  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  who,  in  taking  pofleflion  of  that  province,  claimed  Li- 
vonia as  an  annexed  dependency.  At  the  fame  lime  the  Ruffians,  entering  Livonia,  met 
with  little  refiftance,  took  Furftenberg,  the  Grand  Mailer,  prifoner,  and  over-ran  the 
country. 

Gothard  Ketler,  who  was  appointed  Grand  Mailer  in  the  place  of  Furflenberg,  un- 
able to  refifl:  the  Ruffian  arms,  hafliily  concluded  a  treaty  with  Sigifmond  Auguftus, 
ceded  Livonia  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  on  condition  of  referving  to  himfelf  and  heirs 
male  the  duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  as  fiefs  of  Poland.  At  the  conclufion  of 
this  treaty,  Livonia,  the  object  of  contention,  thus  ceded  to  Poland,  was  partly  pofleflTed 
by  the  Poles,  partly  by  the  Swedes,  and  partly  over-run  by  the  Ruffians. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  conferred  on  Magnus,  Prince  of  Denmark, 
who,  in  the  capacity  of  bifhop  of  Pilten  in  Courland,  had  fome  pretenfions  to  Livonia, 
the  nominal  fovereignty  of  that  province.  Having  already  related  *  the  account  of  that 
tranfadion,  together  with  the  ereflion  and  extindion  of  the  fhort-lived  kingdom  of  Li- 
vonia, I  fhall  only  add,  that  Ivan  Vaffilievitch,  being  worfted  by  Stephen  Bathori,  King 
of  Poland,  in  feveral  engagements,  purchafed  a  peace,  by  ceding,  in  1582,  to  the  crown 
of  Poland,  all  that  part  of  Livonia  which  he  had  occupied ;  but  the  King  of  Sweden 
continued  in  pofTeffion  of  Efthonia ;  and,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  peace  of  OUva, 
obtained  poflTeffion  of  all  Livonia.  Thefe  important  provinces,  containing  all  the  north- 
ern diftrift  between  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  the  Narova,  the  Peipus  lake,  and  the  Duna, 
and  ftretching  to  the  boundaries  of  the  prefent  government  of  Polollk,  were  wrefted  from 

*  Book  nil  chap,  vu 
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the  Swedes  by  Peter  the  Great,  and  confirmed  to  the  Ruffians  by  the  peace  of  Ryftadt, 
in  1 72 1. 

The  reformation  was  firfl:  introduced  uito  Livonia  and  Efthonia  in  1 522,  and  foon  em- 
braced  by  all  ranks  of  people.  The  Lutheran  religion  is  the  moll:  prevalent ;  but  all  other 
fefts  are  tolerated. 

Narva  and  its  fuburbs,  according  to  a  geographical  dlvifion,  are  fituated  partly  in  In- 
gria,  and  partly  in  Efthonia,  as  the  river  Narova  divides  thole  two  provinces ;  but, 
in  the  divifion  of  governments  eftabliflied  by  the  Emprefs,  is  comprifed  in  Ingria,or  the 
government  of  St.  Peterfburgh. 

Narva  ftands  on  the  Narova,  near  one  hundred  miles  from  Peterfburgh,  twenty-four 
from  the  point  where  that  river  ifliies  from  the  lake,  and  eight  miles  from  its  mouth, 
where  it  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  The  houfes  are  built  of  brick  ftuccoed  white, 
and  it  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  German  than  of  a  Ruffian  town.  In  the  fuburbs, 
called  Ivangorod,  the  coloflal  remains  of  an  ancient  fortrefs,  built  by  Ivan  Vaffihevitch 
the  Great,  impend  in  a  pidurefque  manner  over  the  fteep  banks  of  the  Narova. 

The  principal  exports  are  hemp,  flax,  timber,  and  corn  ;  the  imports,  fait,  tobacco, 
wine,  falted  herrings,  fpices,  tea,  fugar,  and  other  grocery  wares. 

I  did  not  omit  vifiting  the  two  falls  of  the  river  Narova,  which  have  been  pompoufly 
defcribcd  by  feveral  travellers,  but  appear  trifling  and  uninterefling  to  thofc  who  have 
feen  the  fall  of  the  Rhine  at  Schaffhaufen,  of  the  Dahl,  near  Gcfle,  in  Sweden,  and  the 
flupendous  catarafts  of  Trolha;tta.  The  breadth  of  the  river  is  two  hundred  feet,  and 
the  perpendicular  height  of  the  falls  fcarcely  exceeds  twenty.  The  Iteep  and  chalky 
banks  of  the  river,  its  rapid  and  turbid  fl:ream,  and  a  rocky  ifland  which  feparates  the 
two  falls,  form  a  rugged  and  pidurefque  fcene,  much  heightened  by  the  foam  and  roar- 
ing of  the  cataraft. 

Near  Narva  is  the  fpot  celebrated  for  the  vidory  which  Charles  the  Twelfth  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  gained  over  the  Ruflian  army  (1700).  Authors  prone  to 
exaggeration,  and  willing  to  render  more  marvellous  the  exploits  of  the  Swedifli  hero, 
have  diminiflied  his  army  to  three  thoufand,  and  increafed  the  Ruffians  to  one  hundred 
thoufand.  The  fatl  feems  to  be,  that  Charles  headed,  on  that  memorable  day,  at  leall 
nine  thoufand  men,  and  the  Ruflians  did  not  exceed  thirty-two  thoufand  *.  And  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  veteran  troops  of  Sweden,  led  on  by  their  undaunted  monarch, 
fliould  triumph  over  a  raw  undifciplined  army,  commanded  by  generals  at  variance 
with  each  other.  Six  thoufand  Ruflians,  including  thofe  drowned  in  attempting  to 
pafs  the  Narova,  fell  in  this  engagement ;  but  the  confequences  were  flill  more  fatal  to 
the  Ruflian  arms,  as  the  whole  artillery  was  loft,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  infantry 
furrendered  to  the  conqueror.  The  number  of  prifoners  was  fo  great,  that  the  officers 
were  only  detained  ;  the  reft  were  driven,  like  a  flock  of  fheep,  to  ttie  diftance  of  a  league 
from  Narva,  and  difmiffed. 

Peter  the  Great,  not  difpirited  with  this  lofs,  exclaimed,  "  I  expelled  that  the  Swedes 
would  beat  my  troops  •,  but  in  time  they  will  teach  us  to  conquer  them."  Nor  was 
this  predidion  long  before  it  was  verifiec^.  In  Icfs  than  five  years  from  the  defeat  at 
Karva,  he  revenged  the  diflionour  of  his  arms  on  that  unfortunate  day,  by  taking  the 
town  by  afiault ;  and  gave  a  fingular  proof  of  his  humanity.  He  traverfed  the  ftreets 
on  horleback,  with  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  reftrained  his  troops  from  pillage, killed 
two  who  refufed  to  defift,  placed  guards  at  the  doors  of  the  principal  houfes  and  before 

•  See  L'Evtfque's  Hiit.  Je  RufHc;  vol.  iv.  p.  16;. 
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the  churches,  repaired  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  the  maglftrates  and  citizens  had 
taken  refuge,  and  throwing  his  fword  upon  the  table,  exclaimed ;  "  It  is  not  ftained 
wiih  the  blood  of  the  natives,  but  with  that  of  my  own  foldiers,  whom  1  killed  in  order 
to  fave  your  lives  *." 

Dorpt,  one  hundred  and  feventy-four  verfts,  or  one  hundred  and  fixteen  miles,  from 
Narva,  bears  evident  marks  of  the  dreadful  devaftation  which  it  fullered  in  the  wars 
between  the  Swedes  and  Ruflians  in  the  beginning  of  this  century  ;  and  particularly  in 
the  ruins  of  the  cathedral,  which  form  a  pifturefque  objed  on  an  adjacent  hill.  In 
addition  to  thefe  devaftations,  the  town  fuffered  a  few  years  ago  from  a  violent  confla- 
gration ;  but  is  now  rebuilding,  and  will  rife  more  beautiful  from  its  ruins,  as  the  Em- 
prefs  has  contributed  with  her  ufual  munificence.  A  wooden  bridge  over  the  Empac 
was  likewife  burnt  down,  but  has  been  fupplied  by  a  magnificent  ftone  bridge,  on  which 
1  remarked  this  arrogant  infcription  : 

t  Sifle  impetus  hie  flumen, 

Caiharina  II.  jubet ; 

Cujus  munificentia  hasc  moles 

In  publicum  commodum 

Extrufta,  Livoniaque  primo 

Lapideo  ponte  adornata. 

1783- 

In  purfulng  cur  route  from  Narva  to  Dorpt,  we  coafled  the  lake  Peipus,  a  large  but 
uninterefting  piece  of  water,  the  banks  flat,  and  the  environs  moftly  fandy. 

Dorpt  {lands  in  the  molt  fertile  part  of  Livonia,  called,  from  tha  abundance  of  grain, 
the  Granary  of  the  North ;  and  this  fertile  diftrift  continued  till  we  came  within  a  few 
miles  of  Riga,  w  hJch  is  invefted,  as  Wraxall  juftly  obferves,  "  on  every  fide  with  deep 
barren  fands.  Its  fituation  in  fo  barren  a  fpot  was  chofen  by  commerce,  the  genius  of 
which  ftill  protects  and  enriches  it  |." 

Riga,  the  capital  of  Livonia,  contains  within  the  fortifications  nine  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  the  fuburbs  fifteen  thoufand,  exclufive  of  a  garrifon  of  one  thoufand  fol« 
diers  §.  It  derives  its  confequence  from  its  fituation  on  the  Duna,  a  river  which,  being 
navigable  from  the  frontiers  of  the  government  of  Polotfli,  brings  the  produdions  of 
the  north  eaflern  parts  of  Poland,  and  the  weftern  provinces  of  Ruflia,  and  is  fuflliciently 
deep  to  receive  clofe  "o  its  walls,  fliips  of  burthen,  which  fail  to  and  from  the  Baltic. 

Next  to  St.  Peterlburgh  it  is  the  mofl  commercial  town  in  the  Ruffian  empire.  The 
trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  foreign  merchants,  who  are  refident  in  the  town.  The 
Englifh  factory  enjoy  the  greatefl  fhare  of  the  commerce,  and  live  in  a  hofpitable  and 
Iplendid  manner.  The  principal  exports  are  corn,  hemp,  flax,  iron,  timber,  marts, 
leather,  tallow  j  the  imports,  fait,  cloth,  filks,  wine,  grocery,  pot^afli,  and  faited 
herrings. 

The  maft  trade  is  peculiarly  beneficial  to  the  town :  the  burghers  of  Riga  fend  per- 
fons,  who  are  called  maft-brokers,  into  the  Ruffian  provinces,  to  mark  the  trees,  which 

*  L'Evefque,  p.  201. 

f  Here,  O  river,  ftop  your  impetuous  courfe,  Catharine  the  fecond  commands ;  by  whofe  munificence 
this  mound  was  railed,  and  Livonia  adotned  with  this  hril  Hone  bridge. 

t  Wraxall'3  Northern  Tour,  p   281. 

§  According  to  Hcym,  in  the  town  and  fuburbs,  fourteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eiglity  males,  and 
thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixteen  femaiesi 
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are  purchafed  {landing.  They  grow  moftly  on  the  diftriflis  which  border  on  the  Dnie- 
per, are  fent  up  that  river  to  a  landing-place,  tranfported  thirty  verfls  to  the  Duna-,  are 
then  formed  into  floats  of  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  pieces,  and  defcend  the  ftream  to 
Riga.  The  tree  which  produces  the  largeft  marts  is  the  Scotch  fir.  Thofe  pieces  which 
are  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  inches  in  diameter  are  called  mails ;  under  thofe  di- 
menfions,  fpars,  or  in  England,  Norway  malls ;  becaufe  Norway  exports  no  trees  more 
than  eighteen  inches  in  diameter. 

The  Englifh  merchants,  who  contrad  with  government,  buy  the  mafls  from  the 
burghers  of  Riga ;  and  great  Ikill  is  required  in  diftmguifliing  thofe  that  are  found 
throughout  from  thofe  which  are  in  the  lead  internally  decayed.  They  are  ufually  from 
feventy  to  eighty  feet  in  length. 

The  hemp  is  brought  from  the  Ukraine  and  Poland,  and  requires  two  years  in  its 
paflage  to  Riga.  The  baj-ks  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  are  from  two  hundred  and  fifty 
to  three  hundred  tons  burthen,  are  covered  with  mats,  floping  like  a  penthoufe  roof, 
and  have  a  falfe  bottom.  They  afceud  the  Dnieper  and  the  Duna  ;  but  on  account  of 
numerous  fhoals  can  only  pafs  the  Duna  in  the  Ipring,  or  about  three  weeks  after  the 
fnow  begins  to  melt,  and  if  they  mifs  that  time,  are  delayed  till  autumn.  The  hemp 
exported  irom  Riga,  is  generally  more  efleemed,  and  30  per  cent,  dearer,  than  that  ex- 
ported from  Peterfburgh  *  ;  the  former  comes  from  the  Ukraine,  the  provinces  of  Mo- 
hilef  and  Polotfk,  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Poland  ;  the  other  from  the  govern- 
ments of  Tver  and  Novogorod.  The  Riga  hemp  is  chiefly  ufed  for  Ihrouds  and  (lays 
of  men  of  war,  and  procured  by  contradi  for  the  Englifh  admiralty  and  Eaft  India 
company  f. 

The  inhabitants  of  Riga  carry  on  alfo  a  confiderable  commerce  in  fait.  They  import 
it  from  Spain,  and  fend  it  up  the  Duna  to  fupply  the  diflrids  bordering  on  that  river  j 
and  by  land  into  Courland,  and  into  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  Poland. 

We  paid  our  refpefts  to  General  Brown,  governor  of  Riga,  and  had  the  honour  of 
dining  with  that  gallant  veteran,  who,  with  a  pleafing  garrulity  natural  to  old  age,  related 
a  variety  of  interelting  adventures,  that  had  befallen  him  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and 
adive  life.  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
Being  a  Roman  catholic,  he  was  compelled  to  feek  his  fortune  in  foreign  courts,  which 
he  would  v.'illingly  havejdedicated  to  his  ovv'n.  He  firrt:  entered  the  Auflrian,  and  finally 
into  the  Ruffian  fervice.  In  the  campaigns  of  1737  and  1738,  he  ferved  under  Count 
Munich  againft  the  Turks,  and  diflinguiflied  himielf  at  the  fiege  of  Otchakof.  Being 
fent  with  a  corps  of  troops  into  Hungary,  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Turks,  fold  as  a 

*   Lately  the  Ukraine  hemp  has  found  its  way  to  Peterfburgh. 

■j-  In  cafe  of  necefilty,  the  Uriican  Cannallna,  or  hf  mp-nettle,  might  be  fubftltuted  in  the  place  of  hemp. 
It  is  a  native  of  South-ealtern  Siberia,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oby,  and  is  chitfly  found  in  the  vallies  be- 
tween rocky  mountains,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  livers.  It  comes  out  early  in  the  fpring,  and  affords  good 
flioots.  which  are  eaten  by  the  natives  as  vegetables.  It  flowers  in  June  or  July  ;  and  in  good  ioils  flioots 
from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  high  In  Siberia  the  feeds  tipcn  in  September,  about  the  time  of  the  firft  froft. 
It  is  perennial,  and  multiplies  by  running  The  cords  made  from  this  fpecies  are  ftrongtr  even  than  thofe 
twilled  from  hemp.  The  Mongol  Tartars  ufe  them  for  cords  to  their  bows,  and  for  nets  to  catch  animals 
in  the  wcrods.  In  fome  parts  ot  Germany  the  natives  employ  them  for  ropes.  This  plant  is  defcribed  in 
Amman's  Slhpium  Rariorum  in  Iniperio  Bulhmo  Icones  ct  Dcfcripiones,  p.  173.  No.  249.  plate  25.  Urticafo- 
I'ns profunde  lachihilis  ;  alio  in  Gnicliu's  Flora  Siberiea.  It  will  be  defcribed  in  the  third  volume  of  Pallan' 
Flora  Ruffica. 

The  common  nettle,  the  urlka  urens  of  Linnseus,  fupplies  the  natives  of  Kamfchatka  ♦,  and  of  the  Kuril 
Jfles,  with  cords  for  fiihing-nets. 

*   See  Cook's  laft  voyage,  vol.  iii.  p.  339. — Pallas  Nord,  Beytr.  vol.  iv,  p.  117. 
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flave,  and  transferred  to  four  different  niaders.  At  one  time  he  was  bound  back  to 
back  with  another  prifoner  for  eight  and  forty  hours,  and  cxpofed  almofl  naked  at  the 
various  places  where  flaves  are  brought  for  fale.  He  then  bore  the  rank  of  colonel  in 
the  Ruffian  ferv'ice,  but  to  leflen  the  price  of  his  ranfom,  affcrtcd  that  he  \v>ts  only  a 
captain.  Being  accidentally  met  by  a  gentleman,  to  whom  he  was  pcrfonally  known, 
he  fent  an  account  of  his  fituation  to  the  French  Ambaffador,  who  found  means  to  pur- 
chafe  him  for  300  ducats.  But  his  Turkifli  mafler  difcovering  his  rank,  reclaimed  his 
prifoner,  and  threatened  to  recover  him  by  force.  The  French  Ambaffador,  however, 
applied  to  the  Grand  Vizir,  who  decided  in  his  favour :  Count  Brown  recovered  his 
liberty,  and  returned  to  Ruflia,  in  which  fervice  he  was  gradually  promoted,  and  has 
been  lately  appointed  governor  of  Riga,  a  place  of  the  greateft  truft. 

Over  the  Duna,  at  Riga,  is  a  floating  wooden  bridge,  forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  in  length.  A  row  of  piles  extends  from  one  fliore  to  the  other; 
each  pile  is  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet  long,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  river,  and 
appears  about  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  Fo  thefe  piles  the  parts' of  the 
bridge  are  loofely  faftened,  by  means  of  iron  chains  fixed  to  the  tranlVerfe  beams.  The 
bridge  rifes  and  falls  with  the  river,  and  under  the  wheels  of  heavy  laden  carriages, 
plays  as  if  actuated  by  a  fpring.  It  is  the  fafhionable  walk,  and  is  an  agreeable  bufy 
fcene,  when  crowded  with  people,  and  lined  on  each  fide  with  fliips  taking  in  or  unload- 
ing  their  cargoes.  In  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  the  froft  fets  in,  the  bridge  is  re- 
moved ;  the  piles  remaining  in  the  water  are  forced  up  by  the  ice,  and  conveyed  to 
land,  and  the  whole  is  again  laid  down  in  fpring. 

The  importance  of  the  trade  of  Riga  will  appear  from  the  following  tables : 


Number  of  VefTeU  which  arrived 

It  Riga 

,   1782 

Veflels  which  arrived  an 

d  failed  from  Riga  in  1784; 

and 

1783- 

fpecifying  thofe  which  wintered  there. 

1782. 

1783. 

Wintcreci. 

Arrived. 

Dejiartcd. 

Danifh, 

12; 

'4? 

Danifh, 



i5o 

160 

French, 

8 

French, 

— 

10 

)o 

From  St.  Pcterfljurgh, 

43 

38 

From  St.  Peterfburgh, 

•4 

32 

36 

Engh'fh, 

94 

200 

Englifh, 

3 

'75 

174 

Dutch, 

6 

122 

Portuguefe, 

— 

4 

4 

Swedifh, 

298 

422 

Pruffian, 

2 

77 

77 

Prufljan, 

153 

123 

Swedilh, 

4 

31' 

3" 

From  Oftend,  - 

123 

66 

Dutch, 

170 

170 

Portuguefe, 

7 

7 

From  Oftend, 

— 

3i 

33 

American, 

I 

Genoa, 

— 

1 

I 

From  Bremen, 

16 

34 

Hamburgh, 

— 

IZ 

12 

Dantzic, 

5 

JO 

Lubec, 

4 

27 

27 

Lubec, 

29 

26 

Bremen, 

1 

25 

24 

Rolloc, 

23 

3 

Dantzic, 

— 

3 

3 

Hamburgh, 

5 

5 

Roftoc, 

— 

II 

u 

Pernau, 

4 

6 

PetnauandRevel^ 

— 

4 

4 

From  Riga, 

Total, 

- 

30 

38 

Riga,      - 

Total, 

'5 

30 
t,o8j 

1-0 

961 

'.254 

43 

VOL.  VI. 
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Value  of  the  Cargoes  of  the  Veffels  which  failed  from  Riga  in  1784. 


Roubles. 

Copecfi. 

For  Denmark,                 .... 

73Sv3.^5 

78 

— 

France,             .         -         .         .         - 

270,886 

68 

— 

The  Dominions  of  the  Emperor, 

51,209 

45 

— 

England,          .         -         .         -         - 

1,288,284 

58 

Spain,               -         .         .         -         - 

388,843 

I 

— 

Portugal,          .         -         -         -         . 

302,213 

93 

Pruffia, 

64,775 

7S 

— 

Sweden,            -         -         -         - 

1,182,907 

79 

— 

Holland,          _         -         .         .         - 

1,470,320 

93 

— 

Italy,                

^Z5^^97 

8 

Hamburgh  and  Bremen, 

209,840 

7 

— 

The  Baltic,               .... 

292,707 

39 

— 

Total  of  Exports, 

6,392,422 

44 

— 

Value  of  the  Imports, 

1,422,717 

87 

12 

Excefs  of  Exports,           • 

4,969,704 

56 

12 

Coin  Imported. 

Value  In  Roubles, 

Ducats  448,739,              .... 

1,207,741 

10 

New  rix  dollars  1,780,7441            .  - 

2,368, 

389 

851 

Old  rix-dollars  138,9761 

1,182, 

058 

84I 

Sum  total  of  Coin  imported, 

4,758, 

189 

79i 

Chap.  X. — Mittau. — Duchy  of  Courland. — Hi/iory. — Succefjlon. — Anecdotes  of  Ernefl 
John  Biron.—Confiitution. — Feodal  Dependance  on  Poland. — Prerogatives  of  the  Duke. — 
Diet. — Nobles. — Religion. — Language. — Metnmel. — Journey  to  Koning/b urgh. — Sketch 
cf  the  Hi/iory  of  Prujia. 

QUITTING  Riga  we  crofled  the  Duna,  paffed  through  a  flat  fandy  country,  thinly 
inhabited,  to  the  Ruffian  frontiers,  about  fixteen  Englifh  miles  diftant  from  Riga,  and 
entered  the  Duchy  of  Courland.  Our  baggage  was  ftridly  fearched  by  a  Ruffian  cuf- 
tom-houfe  officer,  who  even  opened  our  portfolios,  and  examined  the  fmalleft  pieces  of 
paper.  This  ftrift  fearch  is  made  to  prevent  foreigners  from  exporting  Ruffian  money  j 
but  confidering  the  debafed  ftateof  the  coinage,  is  an  ufelefs  precaution. 

Mittau,  which  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a  fertile  and  agreeable  country,  is  a  long  town, 
containing  a  mixture  of  brick  houfes  ftuccoed  white,  and  wooden  buildings.  The  pa- 
lace *,  built  by  the  late  Duke,  is  a  great  pile  of  buildings,  with  a  large  and  handfome  fuite 
of  apartments,  but  almoft  totally  unfurniffied.      Its  magnificence  and  extent  almofl 

*  Great  part  of  this  palace  was  demolifhed  by  the  late  Emperor  Paul.  It  has  been  lately  dillinguifiicd 
as  the  temporary  refidence  of  Louis  XVIII, 
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the  witticifm  of  a  traveller,  who  cftimating  the  country  not  from  Its  fize,  but  from  its 
trivial  confcquencL-  in  the  fcale  of  the  north,  affirmed  that  the  palace  was  larger  than 
the  dukedom.  The  academy,  inflituted  by  the  prefent  Duke  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
contained,  in  May  1685,  eight  profeilbrs,  and  only  twenty  lludents. 

The  duchy  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Baltic,  on  the 
eafl:  by  Livonia,  and  by  Poland  on  the  fouth  and  vvefl.  It  ftretches  in  length  two  hun- 
dred and  fitry  miles,  and  the  average  breadth  may  be  eftimated  at  forty. 

Gothard  Ketler,  grand-mafter  of  the  Livonian  knights,  having  ceded  Livonia  to  Po- 
land, at  Wilna,  received,  in  1561,  the  invefliture  of  Courland  and  Semigallia,  as  an  he- 
reditary  fief  of  the  crown  of  Poland.  Dying  in  1587,  he  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon 
Frederic  ;  and  in  1589,  it  was  enafted  by  the  diet  of  Poland,  that,  on  the  exiindionof 
the  heirs  male  of  the  line  of  Ketler,  the  duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  Ihould  be 
united  to  Poland, 

Frederick  William,  Duke  of  Courland,  dying  in  1 7 11 ,  without  Iffue,  the  right  of  fuc- 
ceflion  devolved  on  his  great  uncle  Ferdinand,  the  only  furviving  branch  of  the  Ketler 
line ;  but  Peter  the  Great  took  pofTefTion  of  Mittau  and  great  part  of  Courland,  under 
pretence  of  fecuring  the  dowry  for  his  niece  Anne,  widow  of  Frederick  William.  Fer- 
dinand, who  was  abfent,  and  at  variance  with  his  nobility,  was  unable  to  enforce  his 
right,  and  Courland,  during  feveral  years,  was  governed  by  the  Ruffian  court,  under 
the  name  of  the  Duchefs  Anne.  The  country  was  in  a  ftate  of  civil  confufion,  and 
feveral  ineffeftual  attempts  were  made  to  raife,  firfl,  a  Prince  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony, 
and  afterwards  Frederick  William,  Margrave  of  Schvedt,  to  the  ducal  throne. 

At  length,  in  1726,  the  infirmities  and  abfence  of  Ferdinand  afforded  a  pretext;  a 
parry  of  nobles  determined  to  appoint  a  fucceflbr,  and  Auguftus  the  Second,  King  of 
Poland,  fecretly  influenced  the  diet  to  nominate  his  natural  fon  Maurice,  afterwards  well 
known  under  the  title  of  Marflial  Saxe.  This  appointment  was  contefted  by  the  repub- 
lic of  Poland,  and  by  Catharine  Emprefs  of  Ruffia. 

The  Polifh  diet,  which  affembled  at  Grodno,  denied  the  right  of  the  nobles  to  appoint 
a  duke,  declared  that  duchy  a  vacant  fief  belonging  to  the  republic,  annulled  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Count  of  Saxe,  and  propofed,  on  the  death  of  Ferdinand,  to  incorporate  the 
duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  with  the  crown,  according  to  the  edift  in  1589. 

Catharine  the  Firfl:,  confidering  Courland  almofl:  as  a  province  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
equally  oppofed  the  election  of  Maurice,  and  the  incorporation  of  Courland  ;  and  Prince 
Mentchikof,  who  on  her  death  afpired  to  the  ducal  throne,  difpatched  a  corps  of  Ruffian 
troops  to  Mittau,  and  drove  Maurice  from  Courland.  The  fall  of  Mentchikof  pre- 
vented his  nomination  ;  but  the  Ruffians,  under  Peter  the  Second,  and  Anne,  maintained 
their  influence  in  Courland,  and  promifed  to  fupport  the  flates  in  their  right  to  eleft  a 
Sovereign  on  the  deceafe  of  Ferdinand. 

The  death  of  Auguflus  the  Second  annihilated  the  hopes  of  Maurice ;  and  on  the 
demife  of  Ferdinand  in  1737,  the  Emprefs  Anne  forced  the  fl:ates  to  nominate  her 
favourite  Biron,  and  fupported  his  eleftion  In  oppofition  to  the  claims  and  remonftrances 
of  Poland.  At  length,  deputies  from  the  Emprefs  and  the  new  Duke  on  one  fide,  and 
from  the  King  and  the  republic  of  Poland  on  the  other,  arranged  the  convention  called 
Pcida  Subjtciionis,  or  Adts  of  VaflTalage,  which  regulated  the  confliitution  of  Courland 
according  to  former  afts  of  vaflalage,  and  eftabliffied  the  fucceffion  in  the  male  line  of 
Birnn.  In  1 7;,9,  the  Chancellor  of  Courland  did  homage  in  the  name  of  the  Duke  to 
Auguflus  the  Third.  But,  in  1743,  Biron  being  arrefted  and  Imprifoned,  the  fiates 
declared  the  ducal  throne  vacant,  and  eleded,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  regent 
Anne,  Louis  Ernefl,  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  and  brother  of  her  hufband  Anthony  Ulric. 

4  Y  2  The 
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The  revolution  of  1741,  which  placed  Elizabeth  on  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  prevented 
the  ratification  of  this  eletlion  ;  and  from  that  period,  till  1759,  the  adminidration  was 
nominally  vefled  in  the  council  of  ftate  j  but  the  whole  power  centered  in  the  court  of 
Ruilia. 

In  1758,  the  nobles  difgufled  with  their  rulers,  chofe  Charles  Chriftian,  fon  of  Au- 
guilus  the  Third,  who  received  the  inveftiture  of  the  two  duchies  fi-oni  his  father,  made 
his  entry  into  Mittau,  and  repairing  to  Peterfljurgh,  obtained  from  the  Emprefs  Eliza- 
beth the  reflitution  of  the  ducal  eftates  and  revenues,  and  her  renunciation  of  all  right 
and  title  to  thofe  two  duchies.  But  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  in  1761,  rendered  this  refti- 
tution  ineffeSual.  Peter  recalled  BIron  from  exile,  and  Catharine  reftortd  him  to  his 
former  dignity. 

Ernelt  John  Biron  *  was  defcended  from  a  family  of  mean  extraction.  His  grand- 
father, whofe  name  was  Buren,  or  Bieren,  was  head  groom  to  James  the  Third,  Duke 
of  Courland,  and  obtained  from  his  maftcr  the  gift  of  a  fmall  eflate.  His  fon  accom- 
panied Prince  Alexander,  youngeft  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Courland,  in  a  campaign  againfl 
the  Turks,  in  quality  of  groom  of  his  horfe,  and  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Prince 
Alexander  being  killed  before  Buda,  in  1686,  Biron  returned  into  Courland,  and  was 
appointed  mafler  huntfman  to  the  Duke. 

Erneft  John,  his  fecond  fon,  was  born  in  1687,  received  the  early  part  of  his  educa- 
tion in  Courland,  and  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Koningfburgh  in  Pruffia,  where  he 
continued  until  fome  youthful  imprudences  compelled  him  to  retire.  In  17 14,  he  made 
his  appearance  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  and  folicited  the  place  of  page  to  the  Princefs  Char- 
lotte, wife  of  the  Tzarovitch  Alexey,  but  being  rejetled  as  a  perfon  of  mean  extraftion, 
retired  to  Mittau,  and  ingratiated  himfelf  with  Count  Beftuchef,  mafter  of  the  houfehold 
to  Anne,  widow  of  Frederick  William  Duke  of  Courland.  Having  through  his  means 
obtained  the  office  of  gentleman  of  the  chamber  to  the  Duchefs,  and  being  of  a  hand- 
fome  figure  and  polite  addrefs,  he  foon  became  her  chief  favourite,  and  the  firfl  ufe 
he  made  of  his  favour  was  to  obtain  the  difgrace  of  his  benefactor  Beftuchef.  He 
gained  an  entire  afcendency  over  the  affections  of  his  miftrefs,  and  the  upftart  favourite 
offended,  by  his  arrogance,  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility. 

Having  efpoufed  Mademoifelle  de  Trenden,  a  lady  of  a  noble  family,  and  maid  of  ho- 
nour to  the  Duchefs,  he  endeavoured,  by  means  of  that  alliance,  and  the  favour  of  his 
miftrefs,  to  be  admitted  into  the  body  of  nobles,  but  his^folicitations  were  rejefted  with 
great  contempt. 

His  afcendency  over  the  Duchefs,  his  fpirit  of  intrigue,  and  extreme  arrogance,  were 
fo  notorious,  that  when  Anne  was  declared  Sovereign  of  Ruffia,  one  of  the  articles 
propofed  by  the  council  of  ftate  of  Mofcow  exprelsly  ftipulatcd,  that  ftie  fhould  not 
bring  Biron  into  Ruffia.  She  confented,  but  inltantly  broke  her  word  ;  for  foon  after 
her  arrival  at  Mofcow,  he  made  his  appearance  at  her  court.  By  his  fecret  advice,  the 
Emprefs  formed  a  ftrong  party  among  the  Ruffian  nobility,  gained  the  guards,  and 
planned  the  revolution,  which  reftored  to  the  crown  defpotic  authority.  But  when  the 
project  was  ripe  for  execution,  Anne  hefitated,  and  was  alarmed,  till  Biron  took  her  by 
the  hand,  and  led  her  to  the  door  of  the  apartment  in  which  the  council  of  ftate,  fenate, 

•  iFor  this  account  of  Biron  I  have  confulted  Manflein's  Memoirs,  p.  42,  47,  6z,  190,  263,  265^  26S, 
23o  Letters  from  a  Lady  in  Ruflia,  Let.  xxviii.  xxix. ;  Schmidt's  Matcriah'en  fuer  den  Ruff.  Gelll. 
p.  38,  44,  281,  3  7. 1  ;  Motifs  de  la  Difgrace  d'  Erntft  Jean  de  Biron,  Due  de  Courland,  written  by  himfelf, 
in  Bufching's  Hid.  Magazin.  vol.  ix.  p  3S3,  398  ;  Antworf  auf  die  Vergehende  Schrift.  von  einem 
naechlten  Vcrwandtcn  des  Grafen  von  Munich,  ibid.  p.  401,  414  ;  Gouvernraent  d^l'Empirede  Ruflie,  by 
Marlhal  Munich,  pafiim. 
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and  principal  nobility  were  aflembled,  and  fliewas  declared  abfolute  Sovereign.  Within 
the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  Biron  was  appointed  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber,  kni.;ht 
of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  lord  high-chamberlain,  and,  as  Manftein  fays,  was  omnipo- 
tent in  the  government. 

On  the  death  of  Ferdinand  Ketler,  in  1737,  the  Emprefs  difpatched  General  Bif- 
raarck,  governor  of  Riga,  to  Mittau,  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army.  The  nobles 
having  aflembled  in  the  cathedral,  Bifmarck  furrounded  the  church  with  troops,  and 
compelled  them  to  eled  for  their  Sovereign  the  fame  Biron  whom  they  had  refufed  to 
admit  into  their  corps.  But  his  new  dignity  did  not  prevent  him  from  keeping  his  pofl: 
of  high  chamberlain,  and  his  wife  that  of  the  firfl  lady  of  the  bed-chamber.  Biron  ruled 
Courland  with  the  fame  arbitrary  fpirit  with  which  he  governed  Ruffia,  and  the  nobles 
who  ventured  to  oppofe  his  will,  or  to  fpeak  with  their  ufual  freedom,  were  privately 
feized  by  perfons  in  mafks,  forced  into  Kibitkas,  and  conveyed  to  Siberia.  'Ihe  cruel- 
ties alfo  which  he  exercifed  upon  the  moft  illuftrious  perfons  of  RufTia  almofl  exceed 
belief;  and  Manftein  conjeftures,  that  "  during  the  ten  years  in  which  Biron's  power 
continued,  above  twenty  thoufand  perfons  were  fent  to  Siberia,  of  whom  fcarcely  five 
thoufand  were  ever  more  heard  of." 

The  arrogance  of  his  temper  often  broke  forth  in  a  manner  highly  difrefpedful  to 
the  Emprefs.  Once  in  particular,  while  fhe  gave  an  audience  to  the  Duke  of  Bevern, 
Biron  burfl  into  the  apartment,  complained  that  he  was  tormented  by  her  fervants, 
threatened,  with  horrid  imprecations,  to  retire  into  Courland,  and  again  rufliing  out  of 
the  room,  Ihut  the  door  with  great  violence.  The  Emprefs,  in  the  highell  confterna- 
tion,  lifted  up  her  hands  to  heaven,  then  clafped  them  together,  and  being  almoft  ready 
to  faint,  opened  the  window  for  air.  While  flie  continued  in  this  agitation,  the  Duchefs 
of  Courland,  accompanied  by  her  children,  entered  the  room,  kneeled  down,  and  en- 
treated the  Emprefs  to  forgive  the  paffionate  behaviour  of  her  hufband.  Anne  in  this, 
as  in  every  other  inftance,  relented,  and  patiently  endured  his  Infolence  *.  During  the 
fitting  of  the  cabinet  council,  flie  frequently  repaired  to  an  adjoining  room,  in  which 
her  favourite  remained,  to  receive  his  advice,  or  rather  his  orders.  She  even  kept  no 
table,  but  dined  with  his  family. 

Acquainted  only  with  the  German  and  his  native  jargon,  he  governed  the  extenfive 
empire  of  RufTia  without  underftanding  the  language.  He  even  piqued  himfelf  on  his 
ignorance,  and  declared,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Emprefs,  that  he  would  not  learn  the 
Ruflian,  becaufe  he  could  not  bear  to  read  all  the  reports  and  memorials  which  were 
daily  tranfmitted  to  him. 

Biron  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  great  capacity  ;  during  his  whole  adminiffration, 
the  external  fplendour,  and  internal  tranquillity  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  announced  the 
vigour  and  wifdom  of  his  meafures,  and  he  (hewed  his  judgment  in  employing  fuch  a 
ftatefman  as  Ofterman,  and  fuch  a  general  as  Munich.  He  was  a  fmcere  friend  and  an 
implacable  enemy  ;  and  it  was  juftly  faid  of  him,  that  he  feldom  forgot  a  benefit,  and 
always  remembered  an  injury.  He  amaffed  an  enormous  fortune  in  money  and  jewels, 
and  on  public  occafions  his  magnificence  t  far  exceeded  that  of  the  Emprefs. 

*   Bufching's  Woclientiliche  Nachiicliteii,  1  774,  p.  ,?  l*^. 

f  In  his  vifit  of  ceremony  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  tlie  French  AmbafTador,  he  was  preceded  by 
the  follov-ing  proceflion  ;  i.  An  officer  of  his  court  on  horfeback.  2.  Twa  fervants  on  horfeback. 
3.  Three  carriages  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  containing  fix  cavah'ers.  4.  Twenty  four  fervants  on  horfeback. 
5.  Six  running  footmen.  6.  Two  blacks.  7.  Thirty  lacqiiits  on  foot.  S.  Twelve  pages.  9.  Nine  hey- 
duc8.  10.  Hia  mailer  of  the  horfe.  Laftly,  the  Duke  himfelf  in  a  fplendid  carriage  drawn  by  fix  horfcB  ; 
behind,  two  fervants  in  Turkifti  dreffes. 

Having 
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Having  long  direfled  the  affairs  of  a  great  empire,  he  could  not  brook  retiring  into 
Courland;  he  accordingly  prevailed  on  the  Emprefs,  on  her  death-bed,  to  appoint  her 
great  nephew,  Prince  Ivan,  her  fucceflbr,  and  himfelf  regent,  till  the  Prince  attained  the 
age  of  feventeen ;  and  he  managed  this  whole  tranfadion  with  fo  much  art,  that  he  feemed 
only  to  accept  the  regency  at  the  earned:  requeft  and  recommendation  of  Marlhal  Mu- 
nich, the  Chancellor  Ofterman,  and  the  principal  Ruffian  nobility.  Having  thus  fecured 
the  regency,  to  the  exclufion  of  Anne,  mother  of  the  young  Emperor,  the  firft  afl:  of 
his  adminirtration  was  to  obtain  for  himfelf  an  annual  revenue  of  500,000  *  roubles,  and 
the  title  of  Imperial  Plighnefs. 

But  the  power  thus  acquired  by  intrigue,  he  attempted  to  fecure  by  perfecution  and 
cruelty.  Piquets  were  placed  in  the  ilreets  to  prevent  commotions  ;  numerous  fpies 
brought  vague  accounts  of  contemptuous  expreffions  and  ill-formed  plots,  and  fcarcely 
a  day  paifed  in  which  fufpecled  perfons  were  not  imprifoned  and  tortured  to  force  confef- 
fion.  But  inftead  of  difarming  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  natives,  who  were  difgufted 
with  the  government  of  a  foreigner,  he  increafed  his  unpopularity  by  the  haughtinefs  of 
his  demeanour,  and  treated  even  the  parents  of  his  fovereign  with  extreme  brutality. 

Prince  Anthony  Ulric  and  the  Princefs  Anne,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  infant 
Emperor,  were  difaffetled  at  their  exclufion  from  the  regency,  and  Anthony  Ulric, 
who  was  a  prince  of  great  fpirit,  exprefled  his  difapprobation  in  the  ftrongefl:  terms  to 
the  regent  himfelf.  Biron  fufpefting  that  the  Prince  was  cabaling  againft  his  govern- 
ment, called  on  him  early  one  morning,  without  being  announced;  "  Your  Highnefs," 
he  faid,  "  does  not  deal  jullly  with  me,  for  you  promifed  to  inform  me  of  the  cabals  of 
difaftedted  perfons,  and  you  know  that  intrigues  are  carrying  on  againft  me  in  your 
own  houfehold."  "  I  know  not,"  replied  the  Prince,  "  that  any  thing  is  in  agitation 
which  will  be  detrimental  to  the  Emperor  and  the  country."  "  I  will  take  care,"  re- 
turned Biron,  "  to  place  this  empire  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  no  other  perfon  is  capable  of 
doing;  for  I  am  neither  deficient  in  knowledge  or  power."  "  The  nobles  muft  aflift: 
you,"  faid  the  Prince,  "  and  you  muft  all  be  accountable  to  the  Emperor."  "  Am  I 
not  regent,"  replied  Biron,  "  with  abfolute  authority  ?  Such  aflertions,  fir,  may  occa- 
fion  great  commotions  ;  and  your  Highnefs  muft  know,  that  whenever  factions  arife,  the 
Emperor  and  the  country  are  in  danger ;  and  what  muft  be  the  inevitable  confequence, 
fliould  you  and  I  be  at  variance?"  "  A  maflacre !"  returned  the  Prince  with  great 
warmth,  putting  at  the  fame  time  his  hand  on  hisfword. 

After  much  altercation,  the  Prince  accufed  Biron  of  forging  tlVe  teftament  and  figna- 
ture  of  the  Emprefs,  and  the  Duke  quitted  the  apartment  with  thefe  words:  "  This 
affair,  fir,  is  of  great  importance,  and  muft  be  laid  before  the  principal  nobility  of  the 
realm."  Repairing  inftantly  to  his  p:ilace,  he  fummoned  the  cabinet  council,  fenate, 
and  principal  nobility,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  converfation.  When  the  imperial 
ininiiter.  Count  Keyferling,  endeavoured  to  juftity  the  Prince,  Biron  called  the  Prince  a 
liar ;  and  turning  to  Keyferling,  faid,  "  We  want  here  no  advocates,  and  no  lawyer's 
quirks  ;"  then  traverfing  the  apartment  in  extreme  agitation,  exclaimed,  "  Am  I  a 
poifoner !  or  do  I  contend  for  the  throne  and  fceptre  !" 

To  the  Princefs  Anne,  who,  informed  of  the  mifunderftanding,  now  made  her  appear- 
ance, he  recapitulated  what  had  parted  with  great  bitternefs.  Anne  was  exceedingly 
afFecled,  and  appeared  to  blame  her  hufband's  conduft.  At  length,  the  Prince  hiinfelf 
being  fummoned,  was  prevailed  upon  to  attend.  Being  reprimanded  by  Biron,  and  by 
feveral  who  were  prefent,  in  the  groffeft  terms,  His  Highnefs  at  length  fubmitted  to 

•   i  00, cool,  according  to  the  value  of  a  rouble  of  that' period. 
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demand  pardon,  the  tears  ftarting  from  his  eyes  from  this  nect-flary  but  degrading 
conceffion. 

Soon  afterwards,  Biron  fent  a  meflage  by  Marfhal  Munich  ordering  the  Prince  to 
refign  his  military  employments. 

At  variance  with  the  parents  of  the  Emperor,  fufpicious  of  plots,  and  detefted  by  the 
nation,  the  regent  became  agitated  and  uneafy,  felt  the  precarioufnefs  of  his  fituation, 
paid  his  court  with  great  afTiduity  to  the  Princels  Elizabeth,  and  feems  even  to  have 
formed  the  defign  of  marrying  her  to  the  Prince,  his  eldeft  fon,  and  of  raifing  her,  or 
her  nephew  the  Duke  of  HoHlein  to  the  throne.  He  even  declared  publicly,  that  if  the 
Princefs  or  her  hufband  were  refradlory,  he  would  fend  them  both  into  Germany,  and 
place  the  Duke  of  Holftein  on  the  throne. 

While  he  vras  hehtating  in  regard  to  his  future  condufb,  and  laying  plans  to  remove 
thofe  who  gave  him  umbrage,  his  own  ruin  came  from  a  quarter  which  he  did  not  expetl, 
and  was  not  prepared  to  refill.  Marfhal  Munich,  fecretly  difgufted  with  the  regent 
fomented  the  difcontents,  awakened  the  fufplcions  of  the  Princels  Anne,  prevailed  upon 
her  to  order  the  arreft  of  the  Duke  of  Courland,  and  fucceeded  in  fecuring  his  perfon 
on  the  1 8th  of  December,  only  tvi^enty  days  after  his  appointment  to  the  regency. 
Manflein,  who  was  employed  by  Munich  on  this  occafion  *,  penetrated  at  the  head  of 
twenty  men,  into  the  palace  inhabited  by  Biron,  though  guarded  by  forty  foldiers,  who 
were  placed  under  the  windows  of  his  bed-chamber,  and  by  numerous  centinels  polled 
in  the  apartments.  Being  perfonally  known  to  the  centinels,  they  permitted  him  to  pafs, 
thinking  that  he  had  an  affair  of  confequence  to  communicate  to  the  regent.  Having 
forced  open  the  door,  he  approached  the  bed,  in  which  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  flept  fo 
foundly  that  the  noife  did  not  awaken  them.  On  drawing  the  curtains,  both  flarted 
up  in  furprife,  and  the  Duke  inflantly  leaped  from  the  bed  with  an  intention  to  efcape, 
but  was  prevented  by  Manflein,  who  threw  himfelf  upon  him,  and  held  him  till  the  fol- 
diers came  to  his  affiflance.  In  this  ftruggle  the  Duke  difengaged  himfelf  from  Man- 
ilein,  and  endeavouring  to  burfl  from  the  foldiers  who  laid  hold  of  his  arm,  received 
feveral  blows  with  thebut-ends  of  their  mufkets.  Being  at  length  thrown  on  the  floer 
his  mouth  gagged  with  a  handkerchief,  and  his  hands  tied  behind  with  an  officer's  fafh 
he  was  led  to  the  guard-room,  covered  with  a  foldier's  cloak,  and  conveyed  in  a  carriao-e 
to  the  winter  palace  in  which  the  Princefs  Anne  refided.  When  he  was  led  out  the 
Duchefs  fprang  out  of  bed,  ran  after  him  into  the  itreet,  fcreaming  in  an  agony  of  de- 
fpair,  till  forced  away  by  the  foldiers,  fhe  funk  down  on  the  fnow,  and  would  have 
penfhed,  had  not  the  Captain  of  the  guard  furniflied  her  with  clothes,  and  re-conduded 
her  to  the  palace. 

The  next  day  the  Duke  and  his  family  were  conveyed  to  the  fortrefs  of  SchlufTel- 
burgh,  and  in  June  were  removed  to  Pehm,  a  fmall  town  in  Siberia,  where  he  wasim- 
prifoned  in  a  wooden  hovel  under  the  ftriftell  confinement.  But  he  did  not  long  re- 
main  in  this  dreary  fituation.  The  Emprefs  Elizabeth  recalled  him  from  his  imprifon- 
ment ;  and  if  his  misfortunes  had  not  foftened  his  vindiftive  fpirit,  he  enjoyed  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  his  enemy,  Marlhal  Munich,  occupy  that  hovel  which  he  had  juft 
quitted. 

Biron  was  transferred  to  a  comfortable  manfion  at  Yaroflaf,  where  he  received  five 
roubles  a  day,  and  the  permiffion  of  hunting  in  the  vicinity.  In  this  fituation,  wretched 
when  contrafled  with  his  former  flation  as  the  omnipotent  favourite  of  Anne,  or  as  re- 
gent of  Ruffia,  but  a  paradife  when  compared  with  his  prifon  at  Pelim,  he  paffed  his 

♦  Memoirs  of  Manllein. 
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days  durinq  the  whole  reign  pf  Elizabeth.  On  her  demife,  Peter  the  Third  recalled 
Biron  to  Peteril)urgh,  bur  did  not  reinftate  him  in  the  duchy  of  Courland.  Biron  had 
refufed  during  his  confinement,  to  refign  his  right  to  that  duchy,  although  he  was  of- 
fered his  liberty,  and  a  penfion  of  100,000  roubles  ;  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  by 
Peter  the  Third  to  abdicate  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Holitein  ;  nobly  adding,  that  he 
would  undergo  a  fecond  imprifonment  rather  than  injure  his  family.  Catharine  reftored 
him  to  his  former  dignity. 

In  1768,  Biron  repaired  to  Mittau,  twenty-eight  years  after  his  election,  and  for  the 
firil  time  fincc  he  had  been  mifcd  to  the  ducal  throne.  Prince  Charles  of  Saxony, 
although  fupported  by  a  large  parry  in  Courland,  yet  receiving  no  ailiftance  from  his  father 
Auguftus  the  Third,  wascompelled  to  retirebefore  the  Ruffian  forces;  and  Biron  received 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  from  the  whole  nation.  In  1764,  he  obtained  from  the  King 
aiid  republic  of  Poland  the  inveftiture  of  Courland  for  his  eldefl  fon  Peter,  the  prefent 
Duke  ;  in  1769,  abdicated  in  his  favour,  and  in  1772,  clofed  at  Mittau,  in  the  eighty- 
third  year  of  his  age,  a  life  of  unparalleled  viciffitude. 

The  conflitution  *  of  Courland  is  extremely  complicated,  and  the  rights  of  Poland, 
of  the  Duke,  and  of  the  diet  are  fo  interwoven,  as  to  be  difcriminated  with  difficulty. 

From  the  hiitorical  (l^etch  of  the  fucceflion  to  the  ducal  throne,  it  will  appear  that 
Courland  is  a  male-tief,  dependent  on  and  conferred  by  the  crown  of  Poland.  The 
territorial  fuperiority  of  Poland  is  fettled  by  the  Pa^a  Subjedionis,  or  ads  of  vafTalage, 
ratified  by  the  King  and  Duke,  on  the  receipt  of  the  inveftiture.  The  King  invefls  each 
Duke  with  the  duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  as  fiefs  of  Poland  ;  and  receives  his 
homage  as  from  a  vaiTal  to  his  liege  lord.  If  Poland  is  engaged  in  war,  the  Duke  mufl 
furnifh  two  hundred  horfe,  or  five  hundred  infantry  ;  and  the  nobles  are  bound  to  fupply 
two  hundred  horfe,  or  30,00c  dollars  in  the  firfl:  year  of  the  war,  provided  no  Polifh 
or  enemy's  troops  are  quartered  in  Courland,  and  10,000  dollars  in  each  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  years.  The  money  bears  on  one  fide,  the  head  of  the  King,  or  the  arms  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania,  and  is  (truck  on  the  fame  ftandard  as  the  coin  of  Poland.  The 
Polifh  money  paffes  current  in  Courland,  and  the  Courlandifli  in  Poland. 

The  King  fettles  difputes  between  the  Duke  and  his  fubjects,  receives  remonflrances 
againft  any  infringement  of  privileges  from  the  diet,  and  can  order  the  redrefs  of 
grievances. 

The  diet  of  Poland  ratifies  all  laws  which  alter  or  new  model  the  conflitution,  con- 
firms the  creation  of  nobles,  and  the  indigaiat  rccht,  or  right  of  naturalization,  recom- 
mended by  the  Duke  and  diet  of  Courland.  It  is  alfo  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature, 
to  which  any  noble  may  appeal  from  the  decifion  of  the  courts  of  juftice  in  Courland. - 
In  all  civil  caufes  above  the  value  of  500  Polifh  florins,  and  in  all  criminal  cafes  fpeci- 
lied  in  the  flatutes,  the  final  decifion  is  left  to  the  King  and  republic.  The  King  in  re- 
turn binds  himfelf  to  fupport  the  conflitution,  the  Duke  in  all  his  prerogatives,  and  the 
nobles  and  burghers  in  all  their  privileges. 

The  Duke  and  diet  enjoy  the  fupreme  authority  in  all  other  circumflances  not  con- 
tradiftory  to  their  feudal  dependance,  or  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  adts  of 
fubjeftion. 

The  Duke  is  invefted  with  the  executive  power,  ■  and  the  general  adminiftration  of 
affairs.  He  has  a  negative  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  confers  the  principal 
charges,  both  civil  and  military,  enjoys  the  right  of  pardoning  criminals,  judges  in  par- 

*  For  the  hiftory  and  conftitution  of  Courland,  fee  Lengnich,  Juf  Publ.  Reg.  Poloni.  lib,  i.  c.  x.  fee.  v. 
to  vii.  and  Ziegennorn'a  Staats  Recht  der  Hertzogthuemer  Courland  and  Seniegallen. 
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tjcular  cafes  without  appeal,  in  all  civil  caufes  below  500  Polifli  florins,  and  in  delin- 
quencies and  crimes  not  fpecified  in  the  flatuce  law. 

The  Duke,  ftridly  fpeaking,  has  the  right  to  declare  war,  make  peace,  or  contraft 
alliances ;  but  although  fome  inflances  of  his  exercifing  thcfe  prerogatives  have  occurred, 
yet  he  ufually  confults  the  diet  on  thefe  occafions.  His  revenues  are  ample,  and  derived 
from  the  ducal  demefncs,  which  are  fuppofed  to  form  one-third  of  the  duchy,  from  tolls 
and  cuftoms,  manorial  and  feudal  rights,  fines,  and  confifcations  of  goods,  amounting 
to  not  lefs  than  i6o,oool.  per  annum,  which  almofl  entirely  belongs  to  his  privy  purfe, 
as  the  expences  of  his  court  are  trifling,  and  he  is  not  permitted  to  maintain  more  than 
five  hundred  troops.  The  prerogatives  of  the  Duke  are  circumfcribed  by  his  vafTalage 
to  Poland,  by  the  diet  of  Courland,  and  the  privileges  of  the  nobles. 

Diets  are  ordinai7  or  extraordinary ;  both  convoked  by  the  Duke,  either  at  his  own 
pleafure,  or  at  the  requeft  of  the  nobles.  Extraordinary  diets  are  fummoned  as  occafion 
requires.  Ordinary  diets  are  convoked  every  two  years,  fix  weeks  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Polifli  diet.  With  the  circular  letters  expedited  to  the  pariflies  for  the  ele£tIon  ot 
the  deputies,  the  Duke  fends  the  propofitions  called  Deliberations,  which  are  to  be  laid 
before  the  diet,  and  mufl:,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmit  any  grievances  complained  of  by  the 
body  of  nobles,  for  the  confideration  of  that  afl'embly. 

Ihe  deputies  mufl;  be  noble,  and  are  elefled  by  the  nobles  in  their  refpedive  pariflies. 
Their  number  is  uncertain,  becaufe  fometimes  one  parifli  chufes  one  or  two  deputies, 
and  not  unufually  three  pariflies  join  in  appointing  only  one,  but  may  be  eftimated  at 
twenty-feven,  the  number  of  pariflies. 

The  diet  aflfembles  generally  at  Mittau,  and  chufes  by  a  majority  of  votes  a  marflial 
or  prefident.  The  deputies  then,  headed  by  the  marflial,  repair  to  the  palace,  are  re- 
ceived by  the  Duke  in  flate,  kifs  his  hand,  and  are  entertained  at  dinner. 

The  diet,  conjointly  with  the  Duke,  impofes  taxes,  and  pafles  all  laws  and  regulations 
which  do  not  infringe  on  the  feodal  rights  of  Poland,  or  alter  the  conflitution. 

The  diet  firfl:  fubmitsall  grievances  to  the  Duke  ;  and  if  heconfiders  them  nugatory, 
and  refufes  toredrefs  them,  the  deputies  enjoy  the  privilege  of  laying  their  remonltrances 
before  the  diet  of  Poland,  as  the  fupreme  court  of  legiflature. 

All  queftions  are  carried  or  rejeded  by  the  majority,  and  each  deputy  mufl:  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  inn;rudions  of  his  conftituents  ;  but  in  all  inflances  wherein  the  conftitu- 
ents  have  not  fully  inftrucled  the  deputy,  his  vote  is  null,  and  the  fentiments  of  the 
majority  prevail. 

From  this  abfurd  method  of  giving  previous  inflruflions,  and  the  attempts  of  the 
deputies  to  elude  them,  many  inflances  occur  in  the  hifliory  of  Courland,  in  which  the 
minority  have  prevailed  over  the  majority :  this  cufliom  has  alfo  given  rife  to  feveral 
attempts  fuccefsfully  made  for  a  fingle  deputy  to  aflume  the  right  of  the  libcrum 
veto  *  as  in  Poland,  though  under  another  name,  and  to  diflblve  the  diet  from  his  fole 
oppofiiion.  ( 

At  the  diflblution  of  the  diet,  the  deputies  are  bound  to  acquaint  their  conftituents  in 
perfon  with  the  tranfadions ;  a  circuniftance  which  gives  rife  to  fadions,  and  has  not 
unfrequently  occafioned  civil  commotions. 

Many  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  nobles  are  enormous,  and  inconfiflent  with 
every  principle  of  found  policy.  A  noble  cannot  be  arretted  by  order  of  the  Duke, 
for  the  moft  flagrant  aft,  except  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  commiflion  of  the 
crime ;  if  he  efcapes  during  that  time,  he  cannot  be  arretted  without  an  order  from  the 

*  See  Book  i.  chap.  j. 
VOL.   VI.  4  z  ^'"S 


^aa  coxl's  travels  in  russia. 

King  and  republic  of  Poland  ;  he  cannot  be  imprifoned  till  found  guilty,  or  executed, 
but  by  permiflion  of  the  King  and  republic. 

The  higheft  and  mod  important  officers  of  flate  muft  be  drawn  from  their  body. 
Nobles  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  all  taxes  and  impofls ;  being  only  boundy 
according  to  their  feodal  tenure,  to  furnifti  in  time  of  war  their  quota  of  cavalry.  Their 
power  over  their  peafants  is,  if  poflible,  more  unbounded  than  that  of  the  Polifh  gentry. 
In  judging  delinquencies  and  crimes,  a  noble  can  form  a  fummary  court  of  julfice, 
compofed  of  himlelf,  three  or  four  friends,  and  an  attorney,  and,  after  a  mock  trial, 
may  order  corporeal  punifhment,  or  mav  inflicl  immediate  execution. 

The  Duke  is  aflified  in  the  adminillration  of  affairs  by  a  privy  council,  called  the  Su- 
preme Council,  compofed  of  four  high  counfellors,  and  two  civilians  or  doftors,  all 
appointed  by  the  Duke,  but  holding  their  places  for  life,  unlefs  proved  guilty  of  mal- 
verfation,  and  removed  by  the  King  of  Poland.  The  four  high  counfellors  are,  the 
high  fteward,  the  chancellor,  the  burgrave,  and  the  marllial.  The  province  of  this 
council  is  to  advife  the  Duke  in  all  concerns  of  (late,  to  preferve  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  fubjeft,  and  to  remcnftrate  againft  grievances. 

The  four  high  counfellors  form  alfo,  in  conjunction  with  the  Duke,  the  criminal 
court  of  judicature  for  the  noblcF,  to  which  an  appeal  lies  from  the  inferior  courts  of 
juitice  J  and  which  judges  all  crimes  excepting  premeditated  murder,  wilful  burning  of 
houfes,  robbery,  rapes,  or  open  violence,  which  being  capital,  are  referred  to  the  King 
of  Poland.  The  fame  four  high  counfellors  arc  invaded  with  the  regency,  during  the 
minority,  abfence,  or  ficknefs  of  the  Duke,  or  on  a  vacancy  of  the  ducal  throne.  la 
thefe  cafes,  the  two  civilians,  who  are  confidered  as  the  Duke's  counfellors,  are  excluded, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  country,  as  they  are  ufually  the  mofl  enlightened  counfel- 
lors, and  not  being  nobles,  are  more  inclined  to  encourage  manufattures  and  com- 
merce, and  are  particularly  attentive,  that  the  privileges  of  the  lower  orders  iliould  be 
preferved. 

The  enormous  privileges  of  the  nobles  have  been  the  occafion  of  exciting  the  civil 
commotions  which  have  overwhelmed  Courland  for  this  laft  century.  Its  internal  hif- 
tory  is  a  continued  feries  of  difputes  between  the  Duke  and  the  nobles;  the  boaffed 
freedom  of  the  country  is  a  fpirit  of  faftion  under  the  name  of  liberty,  which,  as  in  Po- 
land, means  an  ariftocratical  licentioufnefs,  opprefTmg  others,  but  free  itfelf  to  commit 
all  kinds  of  enormities. 

In  all  countries,  where  the  fpirit  of  feodal  defpotifm  (the  worft  fpecies  of  tyranny) 
prevails,  the  peafants  are  oppreffed,  and  agriculture  is  in  a  declining  (fate;  the  merchants 
are  defpifed,  and  commerce  languifhes  ;  men  of  learning  are  neglefted,  and  letters  un- 
cultivated ;  the  nobles  and  gentry  alone  enjoy  the  right  of  being  landholders,  and  centre 
in  themfelves  the  whole  power  of  government.  Daily,  however,  this  odious  flavery 
lofes  ground  ;  the  age  becomes  more  enlightened  ;  the  citizen,  the  merchant,  the  ma- 
nufafturer,  and  the  peafant,  gain  efteem  and  confequcnce ;  and  the  time  perhaps  is  not 
diftant  when  they  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  common  rights  of  mankind. 

Should  the  Duke  die  without  iffue,  the  right  of  appointing  a  fucceffor  is  veiled  in  the 
diet  of  Courland,  with  the  approbation  of  the  King  and  the  republic  of  Poland.  But 
as  Courland  is  too  fmall  a  flale  to  aft  independently  of  the  great  neighbouring  king- 
doms, the  nomination  of  the  new  Duke  mufl  depend  on  the  will  of  that  power  which 
has  mofl  preponderance  in  the  north,  and  confequently  mofl  (influence  in  Poland. 

When  Poland  was  the  great  preponderating  power,  Courland  was  fubfervient  to  that 
republic;  when  Sweden,  under  Guftavus  Adolphus,  and  his  immediate  fucceffors, 
rofe  fuperior  to  Poland,  it  was  over-run  by  the  Swedes,  and  its  fovereign  led  into  cap- 
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tivity  *.  When  the  fortune  of  the  houfe  of  Vafa  declined,  and  Ruflia  gained  the  af- 
cendancy,  Courland  became  almofl:  a  province  of  Ruflia  ;  the  Dukes  were  eleded  and 
depofed  by  the  influence  of  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  and  its  dependence  on  Poland  was 
a  mere  formality.  But  as  Ruflia  has  lately  loft  her  influence  in  Poland,  the  Duke  of 
Courland  has  emancipated  himfelf  from  his  abfolute  dependence  on  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burgh.  Whether  this  emancipation  is  temporary  or  permanent  muft  depend  on  the  fate 
of  the  prefent  war,  and  the  ifl"ue  of  the  pending  negotiations  f. 

The  prevailing  religion  is  the  Lutheran,  but  all  other  perfuafions  are  tolerated  ;  and 
the  Roman  catholics  are  capable  of  holding  all  military  and  civil  ofiices,  that  of  chan- 
cellor and  a  few  others  excepted. 

The  language  is  a  dialed  of  the  Livonian  or  Lettifli,  the  fame  which  Is  fpoken,  with  a 
little  variation,  by  the  Livonians  and  Efthonians,  and  is  probably  derived  from  the  Fin- 
nifli.  The  nobles  and  gentry,  being  defcended  from  German  fettlers,  fpeak  German, 
and  that  tongue  is  always  ufed  in  the  debates  of  the  diet. 

From  Mittau  we  traverfed  the  duchy  of  Courland,  a  country  fwelling  into  gentle  hills, 
and  fertile  in  corn,  hemp,  and  flax.  The  inhabitants  export  thofe  commodities  from  the 
port  of  Libau  on  the  Baltic,  the  only  commercial  town  of  Courland,  and  import  in 
return  coffee,  tea,  wines,  cloth,  fait,  and  other  foreign  merchandize,  which  fupply  the 
interior  confumption.  The  country  is  mofl:ly  open  ;  but  in  fome  parts  clothed  v.'ith 
forefts  of  pine  and  fir,  dotted  with  occafional  groves  of  fine  oak,  and  fprinkled  with 
much  under-wood.  The  villages  are  neat,  the  icattered  cottages  and  gentlemen's  feats 
prettily  fituat^d  amid  clumps  of  trees,  and  the  inns  provided  with  beds,  a  great  luxury 
to  travellers  jufl:  come  from  Ruflia.  The  roads  are  extremely  indifferent,  and  in  this 
feafon  of  the  year  fcarcely  paflTable. 

Chap.  XI. — Of  Catharine. — Her  Orig'm  and  early  Adventures. — Married  to  a  Swedijh 
Dragoon, — Captured  by  the  RuJJians. — Becomes  the  Mijlrefs,  Confort,  and  Succejfor  of 
Feter  the  Great. — Hijiory  of  her  Elevation  to  the  Throne. — Death  and  Character. 

MANY  authors  have  expreflfed  great  furprize  at  the  contradiflory  reports  relative  to 
the  origin  of  Catharine  I.  But  to  expedl  that  the  hiftory  of  a  perfon  of  low  extradlion, 
who  gradually  rofe  to  the  mofl;  exalted  ftation,  fliould  contain  no  uncertain  and  difcor- 
dant  accounts,  is  to  expect  impoflibilities.     All  that  remains,  therefore,  is,  without  pre- 

'   James  Duke  of  Courland,  taken  prifoner  in  1458,  by  Charles  X.  King  of  Sweden. 

■}■  Courland  is  now  a  province  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  Soon  after  the  conqueft  and  final  divifion  of  Po- 
land, Peter,  Duke  of  Courland,  repaired  to  Peterfburgh  ;  he  had  an  audience  of  Catharine  the  Second,  on 
the  I2th  of  March  179J,  and  was  received  with  tlie  hlgheft  honours.  About  the  fame  time,  the  diet  of 
Courland  affcmbled,  and  after  fome  trifling  oppofition,  but  much  violent  altercation,  declared  the  two 
duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia  feparated  froni  their  feudal  dependance  on  Poland,  and  fubmitted 
tliemfclves  to  the  domiiu'on  of  Ruflia.     (March  18,  1795.) 

On  the  iSth,  the  Duke  iffued  an  aft  of  renunciation,  and  Courland  was  erefted  into  a  government,  di- 
vided into  nine  circles,  under  a  Ruffian  governor,  refident  at  Mittau.  The  falaries  were  continued  to  the 
officers  of  ftate,  and  perfons  holding  places  under  the  former  government ;  and  the  Duke  himfelf  was  amply 
gratified  for  the  refignation  of  his  dignity.  He  had  been  long  at  variance  with  his  fubjefts,  and  fcarcely 
ever  refided  at  Mititau ;  he  had  alfo  forefeen  the  lofs  of  his  dominions,  and  had  fecured  large  fums  of  money, 
with  which  he  purchaftd  the  duchy  of  Sagau,  and  the  counties  of  Wartenberg,  Belin,  and  Gofchutz,  ia 
Silcfia,  and  eftatesin  Brandenburgh.  He  ftlU  retains  the  title  of  Duke  of  Courland  and  Semigallia.  Peter 
was  born  in  17:4,  and  has  by  his  wife,  Anne  Charlotte  Dorothea,  daughter  of  John  Frederick  Count  of 
Medem,  fevtral  daughters.  His  brother  Prince  Charles  was  born  in  172*0,  andhas  by  the  Princefs  Appol- 
lonia  Poniii(l<a  feveral  fons. 
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judice  or  partiaKty,  to  compare  the  various  hiftories  of  Catharine  I.  clnd  to  colled  from 
the  whole  the  mofl;  probable  narrative. 

Catharine  was  the  natural  daughter  *  of  a  country  girl,  and  was  born  at  Ringen,  a 
fmall  village  upon  the  lake  Virtcherve,  near  Dorpt,  in  Livonia.     The  year  of  her  birth 

is 

*  I  fhall  make  a  few  remarks  concerning  the  authors  from  whom  I  have  principally  extrafted  this  ac- 
count of  Catharine  I.     The  firll  and  mod  authentic  is  Weber. 

Weber  was  the  Hanoverian  rcfident  at  Peterfburgh  during  part  of  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  and  took  extra- 
ordinary pains  to  obtain  the  bell  informa  ion  relative  to  the  origin  of  Catharine.  He  learned  the  Ruffian 
language  of  Wurinb,  who  was  tutor  to  Glufck's  children  when  Catharine  was  in  that  minifter's  houfe  at 
Marienburgh  :  from  him,  therefore,  he  was  able  to  obtain  the  mofl  authentic  intelligence.  Wcbcr  m;iy 
have  been  millaken  in  a  few  trifling  incidents,  but  his  narrative  upon  the  whole  is  to  be  depended  upon.  Ste 
Verandertes  Rufsland,  vol.  iii.  p.  7  — 10. 

La  Motraye,  in  his  Travels,  has  given  a  fhort  account  of  her  family,  &c.  Among  other  intelligence, 
he  collected  much  information  from  a  Livonian  girl,  vrho  had  been  fold  by  the  Ruffians  to  the  Turks,  and 
whom  he  bought  of  the  Janizaries  :  this  gill  knew  Catharine  at  Marienburg,  and  told  him  feveral  particu- 
lars relating  to  her,  whicli  were  afterwards  confirmed  to  him  in  Livonia.  The  account  of  La  Motraye 
correfponds  with  that  of  Weber  in  the  principal  events,  differing  only  in  a  few  trifling  points. 

Bruce  has  alio  given  an  account  of  her  origin,  which  he  relates  as  he  heard  it  told  by  thofe  who  knewr 
her  from  her  infancy.  His  narrative  correfponds,  upon  ihe  whole,  wilh  that  of  Weber  in  all  effential 
circuniilances. 

Thefe  three  perfons  are  the  principal  authors  who  were  in  Ruffia  towards  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
and  collefted  information  on  the  fpot :  we  may  therefore  rely  on  them  with  more  fafety  than  upon  later 
writers  ;  and  they  all  agree  in  confirming  the  lownefs  of  her  birth,  and  her  marriage  with  the  Swedifli 
dragoon. 

Voltaire,  in  his  life  of  Peter  L  has  flightly  paffed  over  the  early  adventures  of  Catharine  ;  he  mentions 
nothing  of  her  birth,  her  marriage  with  the  Swedifh  foldier  ;  as  circumrtances  derogatory  from  the  honour 
of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  by  whofe  delire  he  wrote  the  life  of  Peter  the  Great.  But  willing  to  ennoble 
the  family  of  Catharine  I.  he  records  a  llrange  flory,  which  has  all  the  air  of  romance,  concerning  a  brother 
of  Catharine,  named  Scavronfl<i,  who  was  found  to  be  the  fon  of  a  gentleman  of  Lithuania.  Voltaire  cites 
for  his  authority  "  le  manufcrit  curieux  d'un  homme  qui  etait  alors  au  fervice  du  czar,  &  qui  parle  comme 
temoin  ;"  but  without  mentioning  his  name.  ' 

from  Voltaire  many  fuccecding  authors  have  advanced  that  Catharine  was  of  the  family  of  Scavronfki ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  acknowledged  that  family  as  her  relations,  and  conferred 
honours  upon  its  members. 

This  anecdote  concerning  Scavronflii  is  pofitively  contradidled  by  a  pafTage  in  Balfcvitz,  who  affifted 
Mentchikof  in  raifing  Catharine  to  the  throne,  and  who  muft  have  known  if  any  brother  of  Catharine  had 
been  at  Petcrfburgh  during  the  life  of  Peter.  He  afferts,  that  Catharine  did  not  produce  any  of  her  rela- 
tions during  Peter's  life  ;  that  after  his  death  a  perfon  made  his  appearance  at  Peterfburgh  as  her  brother, 
under  the  name  of  Count  Hendrikof ;  that  he  lived  in  obfcurity  during  the  reigns  of  Peter  H.  and  Anne, 
and  that  Elizabeth  made  his  fon  a  chamberlain.     Bufching,  ix,  p.  295. 

Weber  alfo  upon  this  head  relates,  "  tiiat  a  near  relation  of  Catharine  came  to  Peter/burgh  with  his  fa- 
mily, confining  of  three  fons  and  two  daughters.  He  was  called  Count  Ikavoronflvi  (certainly  the  fame  as 
Scavronflii)  ;  the  eldell  daughter,  Sophia,  was  appointed  by  the  Emprefs  maid  of  honour  ;  the  other  chil- 
dren were  educated  by  their  father.  The  arrival  iii  ihefejirangers  gave  rife  to  many  reports  concerning  the 
origin  of  Catharine  ;  that  her  father,  wliofe  name  was  fald  to  be  John  Rabe,  was  a  quarter-mafter  in  a 
Swedifh  regiment  ;  and  that  her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a  town-fecretary  of  Riga.  The  widow,  after 
her  hufband's  death,  went  to  her  relations  at  Riga;  but  foon  dying,  Gluck  took  the  foundling  into  his 
family.  Thcfe  reports,  which  began  to  circulate,  cccafioned  a  public  decree,  forbidding  all  perfons,  upon 
pain  of  death,  from  uttering  difrefpeftfulexpreffions  agalnll  the  late  Emperor,  or  the  reigning  Emprefs  and 
her  family."     Ver.  Ruff.  vol.  iil.  p    76. 

We  may  indeed  take  it  for  granted,  that  if  Catharine's  family  had  been  nobly  defcended,  the  fecret  would 
have  been  difcovered  during  the  Hie  of  Pcier,  and  have  been  favourably  received  by  that  Emperor,  who  was 
prevented,  from  the  vbfcurUy  of  her  lir:h,  from  carrying  her  with  him  to  Paris,  not  being  willing  to  cxpofe 
her  to  iiifult  :  '11  ne  vouloit  pas  I'expofer,  dit  on,  aux  rebuts  qu'il  craignalt  pour  clle  vu  I'olfcurile  ih  fa 
notff,ince,  de  la  dellcateffe  Frangaifc."      Baficvltz  in  Buf.  Mag.  ix.  p.  316. 

An  Aullrian  envoy,  who  was  at  Peterfinirgh  in  1725.  and  wrote  an  account  to  his  court  of  her  acceffijil 
to  the  throne,  fays,  *'  that  (he  was  a  natural  daughter  of  a  Livonian  nobleman,  wliofe  name  was  Alvendhcl ; 
ttiat  Ler  mother  afterwards  married  a  rich  peafant,  by  whom  fhe  had  a  fon  and  a  daughter  ;  that  the  former 

was 


COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA.  725 

is  uncertain  ;  but  according  to  her  own  account  *,  fhe  came  into  the  world  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1689.  Her  original  name  was  Martha,  which  flie  changed  for  Catharine 
when  file  embraced  the  Greek  religon.  Count  Rofen,  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Swedifli  fervice,  who  owned  the  village  of  Ringen,  fupported,  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  the  country,  both  the  mother  and  child,  and  was,  for  that  reafon  fuppofed  to  be  her 
father.  She  loft  her  mother  when  fhe  was  three  years  old,  and  Count  Rofen  dying 
about  the  fame  time,  was  left  in  fo  deftitute  a  fituation,  that  the  clerk  of  the  village  re- 
ceived her  into  his  houfe.  Soon  afterwards  Gkick,  Lutheran  minifter  of  Marienburgh, 
took  her  under  his  protedion,  brought  her  up  in  his  family,  and  employed  her  in  at- 
tending his  children.  In  1701  f  Ihe  efpoufed  a  dragoon  of  the  Swedifli  garrifon  of 
Marienburgh  J.  Many  different  accounts  are  given  of  this  tranfaclion  ;  one  author  §  of 
great  credit  affirms  that  the  bnde  and  bridegroom  remained  together  eight  days  after 
their  marriage;  another  ||,  of  no  lefs  authority,  aflerts,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
nuptials  her  hufband  was  lent  with  a  detachment  for  Riga,  and  the  marriage  was  never 
confummated.  This  much  is  certain,  that  the  dragoon  was  abfent  when  Marienburgh 
furrendered  to  the  Ruffians,  and  Catharine,  referved  for  a  higher  fortune,  never  faw 
hini  more. 

General  Bauer,  on  the  capture  of  Marienburgh,  faw  Catharine  among  the  prifoners; 
and,  fmitten  with  her  beauty,  took  her  to  his  hoxife,  where  flie  fuperintended  his  do- 


was  put  to  death  by  Peler,  for  openly  declaring  hiinfelf  to  be  the  brother  of  Catharine  ;  and  that  the  fifter 
received  for  fome  time  a  penfion  of  300  roubles  from  the  Eniprefs,  but  was  afterwards  confined  in  a  houfe 
of  correftion  during  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  by  Catharine's  defire."  He  adds,  "  Catharine  was  brought  up 
in  Gluck'a  houfe  ;  (he  became  the  miftrefs  of  Tiefenhoufen,  a  captain  of  Swedifli  l.orfe,  by  whom  flie  had  a 
fon  ;  he  afterwards  gave  her  in  marriage  to  a  dragoon  of  his  troop,  with  whom  fhe  lived  tliree  years,  until 
flie  was  taken  prifoner  at  Narva  by  the  Ruffians.*'  But  this  minider,  who  is  well  informed  in  what  relates 
to  the  latter  part  of  Catharine's  lile,  and  the  means  by  which  fhe  afcended  the  throne,  feems  to  have  detailed 
many  idle  reports  about  her  family  and  early  hillory.     Bufch.  Hift.  Mag.  xi.  p.  48. 

Before  I  clofe  this  note  I  mu!t  mention  the  opinion  of  Bufching,  who,  during  his  refidence  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  colIe(Sed  much  authentic  information  in  rcfpc ft  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Rulfian  hillory  :  amongll 
other  articles,  he  has  given  anecdotes  of  Catharine  I.  which  he  opens  by  faying,  "  All  the  accounts  which 
writers  have  hitherto  given,  or  rather  conjeftured,  of  the  birth  and  family  of  Catharine  I.  are  falfe." 
Ibid.  iii.  p.  190.  He  fays  her  family  wss  from  Lithuania,  and  her  father's  name  Samuel  ;  her  brother' 
was  Count  Charles  Scavroniki  ;  her  fifter  ChrilUna  married  Count  Simon  Hendrikof,  and  the  other,  whofe 
name  was  Anne,  Michael  Yelin;<>iki.  He  confirms  her  marriage  with  the  Swedlfh  dragion,  but  places  the 
fccne  at  Fraulladt  in  Poland,  and  not  at  Marienburgh.  He  informs  us,  that  he  obtained  this  information 
from  an  old  lady  whofe  name  he  conceals,  who  died  lately  at  Peterfburgh,  and  knew  Catharine  from  her 
firft  appearance  in  RufTia,  and  was  greatly  in  her  favour.  He  adds  alfo  an  account  of  an  officer  who  brought 
Calharine'.s  fifter  Anne  from  Lithuania  to  Peterfburgh.  With  great  deference,  however,  to  fo  refpeftable 
an  authority,  we  cannot,  merely  upon  this  hearfay  evidence,  ftt  afide  the  teflimonies  of  Weber,  La  Motraye, 
and  Bruce:  this  ftory  feems,  in  effeft,  the  fame  flying  report  as  that  in  Voltaire  ;  and  the  lady  who  gave 
the  intelligence  to  Bufching,  might  be  willing  to  ratify  the  curnnt  report  in  Elizabeth's  time,  in  honour  of 
her  friend  and  pattonefs  Catharine.  It  appears,  however,  as  well  fiom  this  intelligence  as  from  the  infor- 
mation of  Weber  and  Baffevilz,  that  fome  real  or  pretended  relations  of  Catharine  made  their  appearance  at 
Peterfburgh  during  her  reign  ;  that  they  were  acknowledged  and  promoted  by  her,  and  afterwards  hy 
Elizabeth,  not  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  believe,  without  inquiry,  her  inother's  family  to  be  nobly  defcended. 

Schmidt,  in  his  Materialen,  &c  has  colleftcd  In  one  point  of  view  great  part  of  the  intelligence  which 
relates  to  Catharine  and  to  him  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  abridging  the  trouble  neccITary  in  fuch  a  compli- 
cated inquiry. 

*   Balftviiz  in  Bufching,  ix.  p  ,^75.     Some  fay  fhe  was  born  fo  early  as  15S3,      Bufching,  ix.  p   481. 

■}■  Weber  fays  in  her  eiglitcenth  year;  but  If,  according  to  her  own  account,  fhe  was  born  in  16^9,  (lie 
was  only  thirteen. 

I  Wurmb  afTuted  Weber,  that  during  her  refidence  at  Marienburgh  fhe  was  a  pattern  of  virtue  and  good 
behaviour  ;  which  contradifts  the  report,  that  flie  bad  been  a  common  woman  in  Livonia. 

§   Wtber.  II   Bruce,  p  74. 
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medic  affairs,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  his  miftrefs.  Soon  afterwards  flie  was  removed 
into  the  family  of  Prince  Mentchilcof,  who  was  no  lefs  ftruck  with  the  attraftions  of  the 
fair  captive  :  with  him  fhe  lived  until  1704,  when,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  her  age, 
fhe  became  the  miftrefs  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  won  fo  much  upon  his  affefiions,  that 
he  efpoufed  *  her  on  the  29th  of  May,  171 1.  The  ceremony  was  fecretly  performed 
at  Jawerof  in  Poland,  in  the  prefence  of  General  Bruce,  and  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1712,  was  publicly  folemnized  at  Peterfburgh. 

Catharine,  by  the  molt  unwearied  afliduity  and  unremitted  attention,  by  the  foftnefs 
and  complacency  of  her  difpofition,  but  above  all  by  an  extraordinary  livelinefs  of  tem- 
per, acquired  a  wonderful  afcendency  over  the  mind  of  Peter.  The  Emperor  was  fub- 
jecl:  to  occafional  horrors,  which  rendered  him  gloomy  and  fufpicious,  and  produced  a 
temporary  madnefs.  In  thefe  dreadful  moments  Catharine  was  the  only  perfon  who 
ventured  to  approach  him  :  fuch  was  the  kind  of  fafcination  f  fhe  had  acquired  over  his 
fenfes,  that  her  prefence  had  an  inflantaneous  effeft ;  the  firft  found  of  her  voice  com- 
pofed  his  mind  and  calmed  his  agonies.  From  thefe  circumftances  fhe  feemed  neceffary, 
not  only  to  his  comfort,  but  even  to  his  exiftence  ;  fhe  became  his  infeparable  com- 
panion during  his  journies  into  foreign  countries,  and  accompanied  him  even  in  his  mili- 
tary expeditions. 

The  peace  of  Pruth,  by  which  the  Ruflian  army  was  refcued  from  certain  deftruc- 
tion,  has  been  wholly  attributed  to  Catharine,  though  fhe  was  only  the  inflrument  in 
extorting  the  confent  of  Peter.  In  the  campaign  of  j  7 1 1  againft  the  Turks,  having 
imprudently  led  his  troops  into  a  difadvantageous  fituation,  he  formed  the  defperate 
refolution  of  cutting  his  way  through  the  Turkifli  army  in  the  night,  and  retiring  to  his 
tent  in  an  agony  of  defpair,  gave  pofitive  orders  that  no  one  fhould  be  admitted,  under 
pain  of  death.  In  this  important  jundlure,  the  principal  officers  and  the  vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof  |,  affembled  in  the  prefence  of  Catharine,  and  drew  up  certain  preliminaries 
to  obtain  a  truce  from  the  Grand  Vizier.  Plenipotentiaries  were  immediately  difpatched 
without  the  knowledge  of  Peter,  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  a  peace  obtained  on  more 
reafonable  conditions  than  could  have  been  expedted.  With  thefe  conditions  Catha- 
rine, notwithflanding  the  orders  iflued  by  Peter,  entered  the  tent,  and  obtained  his 
fignature.  By  her  condii£l  Catharine  acquired  great  popularity,  and  the  Emperor 
fpecifies  her  behaviour  at  Pruth,  as  one  of  the  reafons  which  induced  hlni  to  crown  her 
publicly  at  Mofcow  with  his  own  hand.  This  ceremony  §  was  performed  in  1724; 
and  though  defigned  by  Peter  only  as  a  proof  of  his  affedion,  was  the  caufe  of  her 
lubfequent  elevation. 

Some  authors  have  affirmed,  without  the  fmallefl  foundation,  that  Peter  placed  the 
crown  upon  her  head  as  a  prelude  to  his  future  intention  in  her  favour,  and  even  ap- 
pointed her  his  fucceffor  ;  but  no  traces  of  this  intention  were  ever  difcovered.  Nothing 

*  Gordon  fays  flie  had  feveral  children  by  the  Czar  before  he  efpoufed  her,  particularly  the  Princefs 
Anne.  The  Czar,  he  adds,  was  married  to  her  in  i-jrb.  Life  of  Peter,  vol.  ii.  p.  258.  Weber  only 
relates,  that  the  marriage,  which  was  before  kept  fccret,  was  made  public  in  1711.  Voltaire  places  the 
fecret  marriage  in  1707  A  pafFage  in  Bruce's  Memoirs  is  decifive  :  "On  the  17th  (May,  1711)  we 
arrived  at  Warfaw,  and  at  Jawerof  on  the  29th,  where  we  found  the  Czar  and  Czarina,  and  they  were 
privately  married,  at  ivhlch  ceremony  the  General  ivas  prefent ;  and  upon  this  occafion  he  was  made  mader- 
general  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  room  of  the  Prince  of  Mclita,  who  died  a  prifoner  in  Sweden."      P.  36. 

f  "  Elle  avail  un  afcendant  fur  fes  fens,  qui  tenait  prefque  du  prodigt."  Baflevitz  in  Buifch.  ix. 
p.  294. 

X   Motraye's  Travels,  vol.  iii.  p.  151,  note,  alfo  p.  103. 

§  The  reader  will  find  a  circun.ftantial  account  of  the  coronation,  with  all  the  ceremonies  and  entertafn- 
mtnts,  in  Bruce,  who  was  himfelf  prefent.     Bruce's  Memoirs,  p.  551  to  363. 
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indeed  affords  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  contrary,  than  the  manifeflo  of  Catharine's  accef- 
fion,  in  which  {he  reds  her  right  foicly  on  her  coronation  at  Molcow,  and  on  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  fenate,  the  clergy,  and  the  body  of  the  generals  *.  Her  influence  continued 
undiminifhed  until  a  fhort  time  before  the  death  of  Peter  ;  when  foine  ci re uni fiances  oc- 
cafioned  a  niifunderftanding,  which  might  have  ended  in  a  total  rupture,  if  his  death  had 
not  intervened.  The  original  caufe  of  this  mifunderftanding  arofe  from  the  diTcovery 
of  a  fecret  connexion  between  Catharine  and  Mons,  her  firfl  chamberlain.  The  Em- 
peror, fufpicious  of  the  connedion,  quitted  Peterfburgh,  under  pretence  of  removino-  to 
a  villa  for  a  few  days  ;  but  privately  returned  to  his  winter  palace  in  the  capital.  From 
whence  he  occafionally  fent  a  confidential  page  with  a  complimentary  meiTa'^e  to  the 
Emprefs,  as  if  he  was  in  the  country,  with  I'ecret  orders  to  observe  her  motions.  From 
his  information,  the  Emperor,  on  the  third  night,  furprifed  Catharine  in  an  arbour  of 
the  garden  with  her  favourite  Mons  ;  while  his  filler,  Madame  Balke,  who  was  firlt 
lady  of  the  bed-chamber,  was  in  company  with  a  page,  upon  the  watch  without  the 
arbour. 

Peter  t  (truck  Catharine  with  his  cane,  as  well  as  the  page  who  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent him  from  entering  the  arbour,  and  then  retired  without  uttering  a  fingle  word. 
Mons  and  his  fifter  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  a  report  was  circulated,  that  they  were 
imprifoned  for  receiving  bribes,  and  making  their  influence  over  the  Emprefs  fubfervi- 
ent  to  their  own  mercenary  views.  Mons  was  carried  to  the  winter  palace,  where  no 
one  had  admiffion  to  him  but  Peter,  who  himfelf  brought  his  provifions  ;  being  exa- 
mined in  the  prefence  of  Major  General  Ufchakof,  and  threatened  with  the  torture,  he 
confefl"ed  the  corruption  laid  to  his  charge,  and  was  beheaded.  His  filler  received  five 
ftrokts  of  the  knoot,  and  was  banifhed  into  Siberia  ;  two  of  her  fons,  who  were  cham- 
berlains, were  alfo  degraded,  and  fent  as  common  foldiers  among  the  Ruffian  troops  in 
Perfia.  On  the  day  fubfequent  to  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  Peter  conveyed  Catha- 
rine in  an  open  carriage  under  the  gallows,  to  which  was  nailed  the  head  of  Mons ;  the 
Emprefs,  without  changing  colour  at  this  dreadful  objedt,  exclaimed,  "  What  a  pity  it 
is,  that  there  is  fo  much  corruption  among  courtiers  j." 

As  this  event  was  followed  by  Peter's  death,  and  as  Catharine  recalled  Madame  Balke, 
fhe  was  fufpefted  of  fhortening  the  days  of  her  hufband  by  poifon.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  critical  fituation  of  Catharine  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  and  her  fubfequent  ele- 
vation, this  charge  is  defl:itute  of  proof ;  for  the  nature  of  the  diforder  with  which  Peter 
had  been  long  afflitled,  and  the  peculiar  fymptoms  §  of  his  lafl:  illnefs,  fufEciently  account 
for  his  death,  without  recurring  to  poifon. 

Peter 

•  See  Dumont,  Corps  Diplom.  vol.  viii.  part  2.  p.  104. 

f  Baflevitz  and  Voltaite  relate  thio  i:anfaClion  in  a  different  manner,  but  neither  of  them  would  repre- 
fcnt  any  circumffance  tending  in  the  leall  to  criminate  Catharine.  The  Auffrian  envoy,  fiom  whom  the 
above  relation  is  chiefly  extrac'ted,  fays  that  he  received  information  of  the  whole  affair  from  the  pyge  fent 
by  Peter,  whofe  name  was  Drevenich.  Bufch.  Hifl.  Mag.  xi.  p.  49.  Baffcvitz  himl'elf  mentions  ilie  anec- 
dote of  his  driving  her  under  the  gallows,  which  feems  10  imply,  that  Peter  certainly  thought  Catharine 
guilty  of  an  intrigue  with  Mons. 

I    Baffevitz  in  Bufch.   Hill.  Mag.  ix.  p.  372. 

j  *'  Peter,"  fays  the  Auilrian  envoy,  "  had  formerly  contrafted  from  one  cf  his  miftreffes  a  complaint, 
vhich  on  account  of  his  exceffes,  was  never  completely  eradicated  ;  and  drinking  at  the  ridiculous  eltdlion 
of  the  mock-patriarch  |j,  an  enormous  quantity  of  wine,  beer,  mead,  and  brandy,  it  incteafcd  to  I'uch  a 
degree  as  to  become  incurable  ;  bnt  as  there  appeared  no  external  fymptoms,  the  jihyficians  conceived  the 
diforder  to  be  the  flone,  and  treated  it  accordingly.  By  thefe  means  the  virus  at  length  gradually  gained 
filch  a  height  as  to  form  an  abfcefs  in  the  bladder,  which,  in  his  lall  illnefs,  brought  on  a  llvangury,  that 

II  See  an  account  of  this  in  Bruce's  Memoirs. 
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Peter  having,  in  1724,  decreed  that  the  reigning  fovereign  fliould  have  the  power  of 
appointing  his  rucceflbr,  ought,  in  common  prudence,  to  have  provided  one  in  cafe  of 
his  fudden  death  ;  but  he  was  feized  with  his  lail  illnefs  before  he  had  performed  that 
neceffary  duty.  His  diforder  was  a  ftrangury,  which  was  not  at  firft  attended  with 
alarming  fymptoms  ;  but  fuddenly  increafed  to  a  violent  degree,  and  occafioned  fuch 
excruciating  tortures,  as  totally  deprived  him  of  his  fenfes.  In  a  lucid  interval  he  de- 
manded pen  and  paper,  and  endeavoured  to  write,  but  could  only  trace  charafters  that 
were  not  legible.  He  then  called  for  his  daughter  Anne ;  but  before  her  arrival  his 
fpeech  and  underflanding  failed,  and  he  remained  in  this  ftate  fix-and- thirty  hours  until 
he  expired  *. 

It  is  evident  from  this  account,  drawn  from  unqueftionable  authorities,  that  he  did 
not  appoint  his  heir  ;  and  though  fome  perfons  concluded,  that  he  purpofed  entailing 
the  crown  upon  his  grandfon  Peter,  yet  he  probably  deftined  his  elded  daughter  Anne 
to  be  his  fucceflbr  ;  but  was  prevented,  by  the  fuddennefs  of  his  death,  from  carrying  his 
defign  into  execution. 

While  Peter  was  yet  lying  in  the  agonies  of  death,  feveral  oppofite  parties  were  ca- 
balling to  difpofe  of  the  crown.  At  a  confiderable  meeting  of  many  among  the  princi- 
pal nobility,  it  was  fecretly  determined  to  arreft  Catharine,  at  the  moment  of  his  diflb- 
lution,  and  place  Peter  Alexievitch  upon  the  throne  f.  Baffevitz,  apprized  of  thisrefo- 
lution,  repaired  in  perfon  to  the  Emprefs,  although  it  was  already  night.  "  My  grief 
andconlliernation,"  replied  Catharine,  "  render  me  incapable  of  acting  for  myfelf ;  do 
you  and  Prince  Mentchikof  confult  together,  and  I  will  embrace  the  meafures  which 
you  Ihall  approve  in  my  name."  Baffevitz,  finding  Mentchikof  afleep,  awakened  and 
informed  him  of  the  prefling  danger  which  threatened  the  Emprefs  and  her  party.  As 
no  time  remained  for  deliberation,  the  Prince  inftantly  feized  the  treafure,  fecured  the 
fortrefs,  gained  the  officers  of  the  guards  by  bribes  and  promifes,  aifo  a  few  of  the  no- 
bility, and  the  principal  clergy.  Thefe  partizans  being  convened  in  the  palace,  Catha- 
rine made  her  appearance  ;  fhe  claimed  the  throne  in  right  of  her  coronation  at  Mofcowj 
expofed  the  ill  effefts  of  a  minority,  and  promifed,  that  "  flie  would  receive  the  crown 
only  as  a  facred  depofit,  to  be  reftored  to  the  Gneat-Duke,  when  flie  would  be  united, 
in  another  world,  to  an  adored  hulband,  whom  flie  was  now  upon  the  point  of  lofing." 

The  pathetic  manner  with  which  fhe  uttered  this  addrefs,  and  the  tears  which  accom- 
panied it,  added  to  the  previous  diflribution  of  large  funis  of  money  and  jewels,  pro- 
duced the  defired  effed: ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  night  was  employed  in  making  the 
neceffary  preparations  to  enfure  her  acceffion. 

The  death  of  Peter,  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  January,  being  divulged,  the  fe- 
nate,  the  generals,  the  principal  nobility  and  clergy,  haftened  to  the  palace  to  proclaim 
the  new  fovereign.  The  adherents  of  the  Great-Duke  .'"eemed  fecure  of  fuccefs,  and 
the  friends  of  Catharine  were  avoided  as  perfons  doomed  to  deftruftion.     At  this  junc- 

foon  ended  in  his  death.  Upon  hisdeaih-bed  hegrievoufly  repented  of  liis  fin?,  confcfTcd  that  he  had  fhed 
much  innocent  blood,  cxprefTcd  the  gvea"te(l  concern  for  his  behaviour  to  his  unfortunate  fon  ;  adding,  how- 
ever, that  he  hoped  God  would  forgive  his  fins,  in  confideration  of  the  good  he  had  confeircd  on  his  coun- 
try." Bufch.  Hid.  Mag.  xi.  p.  496.  Gordon  fay.i,  "  he  caught  cold,  which,  with  a  violent  ftrangury 
and  retention  of  urine,  occafioned  by  an  impofthume  in  his  tladdcr,  put  an  end  to  his  life  on  the  28th  of 
January,  172?." 

*  BafRvilz  in  Bufching,  ix.  p.  377.  alfo  Weber  Ver.  Ruff.  vol.  ii.  p.  199. 

f  Tant  qu'on  lui  favoit  un  foufle  de  vie,  perfonne  n'ofolt  I'entreprendre.  Telle  etoJt  la  force  du  refpeft 
fX  de  la  terreur,  qu'imprima  ce  lieros.     Baffeviiz,  p.  374.. 

4  ture 


COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA.  729 

ture  Baflevitz  whifpered  one  of  the  oppofite  party,  "  The  Emprefs  is  mifti-efs  of  the 
treafure  and  fortrefs ;  {he  has  gained  over  the  guards  and  the  fynod,  and  many  of  the 
chief  nobility  ;  even  here  {he  has  more  followers  than  you  imagine  ;  advife  therefore 
your  friends  to  make  no  oppofition  as  they  value  their  heads."  This  information  being 
rapidly  circulated,  Baflevitz  gave  the  fignal,  and  two  regiments  of  guards,  who  had  been 
gained  by  a  largefs  *  to  declare  for  Catharine,  and  already  furrounded  the  palace,  beat 
to  arms.  "  Who  has  dared,"  exclaimed  Prince  Rcpnin,  the  commander  in  chief,  "•  to 
draw  out  the  troops  without  my  knowledge !" — "  I,"  returned  General  Buttcrlin, 
*•  without  pretending  to  difpute  your  authority,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  my 
mod  gracious  miflrefs."     I'his  {liort  reply  was  followed  by  a  dead  filence. 

In  this  moment  of  fufpenfe  and  anxiety,  Mentchikof  entered,  preceding  Catharine, 
fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Holflein.  She  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented,  by 
lighs  and  tears,  from  giving  utterance  to  her  words  ;  at  length,  recovering  herftlf,  "  I 
come,"  {lie  faid,  "notwithftanding  the  grief  which  now  overwhelms  me,  to  alVura  you, 
that,  fubmifTive  to  the  will  of  my  departed  hufband,  whofe  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to 
me,  I  am  ready  to  devote  my  days  to  the  painful  occupations  of  government,  until  Pro. 
vidence  fhall  fummonme  to  follow  him."  Then,  after  a  {hort  paufe,  {lie  artfully  added, 
"  If  the  Great-Duke  will  profit  by  my  inftruftions  ;  perhaps  I  fiiall  have  theconfolation, 
during  my  wretched  widowhood,  of  forming  for  you  an  Emperor  worthy  of  the  blood 
and  name  of  him  whom  you  have  now  irretrievably  loft."  "  As  this  crifis,"  replied 
Mentchikof,  "  is  a  moment  of  fuch  importance  to  the  good  of  the  empire,  and  requires 
the  moft  mature  dehberation,  your  Majefty  will  permit  us  to  confer  without  rcftraint, 
that  this  whole  affair  may  be  tranfafled  without  reproach,  not  only  in  the  opinion  of  the 
prefent  age,  but  alfo  of  pofterity." — "  Acting  as  1  do,"  anfwered  Catharine,  "  more 
for  the  public  good  than  for  my  own  advantage,  I  am  not  afraid  to  fubmit  all  my  con- 
cerns to  the  judgment  of  this  enlightened  aflembly  ;  you  have  not  only  my  permiflion  to 
confer  with  freedom  ;  but  I  lay  my  commands  upon  you  all,  to  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  important  fubjeft,  and  promife  to  adopt  the  refult  of  your  decifions."  At  the 
conclufion  of  thefe  words,  the  affembly  retired  into  another  apartment,  and  the  doors 
were  locked. 

It  was  previoufly  fettled  by  Mentchikof  and 'his  party,  to  declare  Catharine  Emprefs, 
and  the  guards,  who  furrounded  the  palace  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying,  ef- 
fectually vanquiflied  all  oppofition.  The  only  circumftance,  therefore,  which  remained, 
was  to  giveajuft  colour  to  her  title,  by  perfuading  the  affembly  that  Peter  intended  to 
name  her  his  fucceffor.  For  this  purpofe  Mentchikof  demanded  of  the  Emperor's  fe- 
cretary,  whether  his  late  mafter  had  left  any  written  declaration  of  his  intentions?  The 
fecretary  replied,  "  A  little  before  his  laft  journey  to  Mofcow  he  deftroyed  a  will,  and 
he  frequently  expreffed  his  defign  of  making  another,  but  was  prevented  by  the  reffcftion, 
that  if  he  thought  his  people,  whom  he  had  raifed  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm  to  a  high 
degree  of  power  and  glory,  could  be  ungrateful,  he  would  not  expofe  his  final  inclina- 
tions to  the  infult  of  a  refufal ;  and  if  they  recollected  what  they  owed  to  his  labours, 
they  would  regulate  their  conduct  by  his  intentions,  which  he  had  difclofed  with  more 
folemnity  than  could  be  manifefted  by  any  writing."  An  altercation  now  began  in  the 
alTembly,  and  fome  of  the  nobles  having  the  courage  to  oppofe  the  acceffion  of  Catha- 
rine, Theophanes,  Archbifliop  of  Plefcof,  called  to  their  recollection  the  oath  which  they 
"had  all  taken  in  1722,  to  acknowledge  the  fucceflbr  appointed  by  Petrr,  and  added,  that 
the  fendments  of  that  Emperor  delivered  by  the  fecretary  were  in  effeft  an  appointment 

*   The  Aufttlan  envoy  fays,  that  the  guards  received  each  61. 
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of  Catharine.  The  oppofite  party,  however,  denied  thefe  fentiments  to  be  fo  clear  as 
the  fecretary  chofe  to  infinuate,  and  infifted,  that  as  their  late  monarch  had  failed  to  no- 
minate his  heir,  the  election  of  the  new  fovereign  fhould  revert  to  the  (late.  Upon  this 
the  Archbifhop  further  teftified,  that  the  evening  before  the  coronation  of  the  Emprefs 
at  Mofcow,  Peter  had  declared,  in  the  houfe  of  an  Englifh  merchant,  he  fliould  place 
the  crown  upon  her  head,  with  no  other  view  than  to  leave  her  miftrefs  of  the  Empire 
after  his  deceafe.  This  attellation  being  confirmed  by  many  perfons  prefent,  Mentchi- 
kof  cried  out,  "•  What  need  have  we  of  any  teftament !  A  refufal  to  conform  to  the  in- 
clination of  our  great  fovereign,  thus  authenticated,  would  be  both  unjufl;  and  criminal. 
Long  live  the  Emprefs  Catharine  !"  Thefe  words  being  indantly  repeated  by  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  who  were  prefent ;  Mentchikof,  faluting  Catharine  by  the  title  of  Emprefs, 
paid  his  firft  obeifance  by  kifling  her  hand,  and  his  example  was  followed  by  the  whole 
affembly.  She  next  prefented  herfelf  at  the  window  to  the  guards,  and  to  the  people, 
who  fliouted  acclamations  of  "  Long  live  Catharine,"  while  Mentchikof  fcattered  among 
them  handfuls  of  money  *.  Thus,  fays  a  contemporary,  the  Emprefs  was  raifed  to  the 
throne  by  the  guards,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Roman  Emperors  by  the  Prastoriaii 
cohorts,  without  either  the  appointment  of  the  people  or  of  the  legions  f. 

The  reign  of  Catharine  may  be  confidered  as  the  reign  of  Mentchikof;  the  Emprefs 
having  neither  inclination  nor  abilities  to  dired  the  helm  of  government  ;  and  (he  placed 
the  mod  implicit  confidence  in  the  original  author  of  her  good  fortune,  and  the  fole  in- 
ftrument  of  her  elevation  to  the  throne. 

During  her  fliort  reign  her  life  was  very  irregular  ;  (he  was  extremely  averfe  to  bufi- 
nefs,  would  frequently  pafs  whole  nights  in  the  open  air,  and  was  particularly  intemperate 
in  the  ufe  of  tokay-wine,  in  which  ihe  often  indulged  herfelf  to  excefs  |.  Thefe  irre- 
gularities, joined  to  a  cancer  and  a  dropfy,  hallened  her  end,  and  fhe  expired  on  the  17th 
of  May  1727,  a  little  more  than  two  years  after  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  in  the 
39th  year  of  her  age. 

As  the  deaths  of  fovereigns  in  defpotic  countries  are  feldom  imputed  to  natural  caufes, 
that  of  Catharine  wasalfo  attributed  to  poifon  ;  as  if  the  diforders  which  preyed  upon 
her  frame  were  not  fufficient  to  bring  her  to  the  grave.  Some  aflert,  that  fhe  was  poi- 
foned  by  a  glafs  of  fpirituous  liquor  ;  others  by  a  pear  given  to  her  by  General  Diever. 
Sufpicions  alfo  fell  upon  Prince  Mentchikof,  who,  a  fhort  time  before  her  deceafe,  had 
a  trifling  mifunderflanding  with  her,   and  who  was  accufed  of  haftening    her  death, 

*  Tin's  account  of  theclcftlon  of  Catharine  is  chiefly  extrafted  from  Baflcvitz,  whoaffifted  Piince  Mentchi- 
kof in  ihjs  revolution,  and  ce'tainly  mil  (I  dcferve  credit  as  far  as  he  chufe  to  dilcover  the  fccret  cabals.  Other 
authors  relate  this  event  fomewhat  differently  ;  but  this  difference  is  eafily  reconciled,  and  the  main  facls 
eontinue  the  fame.  Bufchincj  afferts,  as  he  was  informed  by  Count  Munic,  that  Peter  was  no  fooner  dead, 
than  the  fenate  and  nobles  affembled  in  the  palace,  unknown  to  Mentchikof,  who,  beinjr  informed  of  their 
meeting,  repaired  to  the  palace,  and  was  rtfufed  admittance;  upon  which  he  fent  for  General  Butteilin, 
with  a  company  of  guards,  and  burning  open  the  door  of  the  apartment,  declared  Catharine  Emprefs. 
Bufching,  vol.  i.  p.  15  ;  alfo  Ebauchc,  &c  p,  50.  The  Auilrian  envoy  fays,  that  General  Butterlin 
threatened  to  maffacre  the  fenate  if  the  members  did  not  acknowledge  Catharine.  But  we  have  already 
feen,  from  the  authority  of  Baffevitz,  that  many  of  the  nobles,  &c  repaired  to  the  palace  in  oppofition  to 
Mentchikof;  that  General  Butterlin  had  high  words  with  Prince  Repnin  and  the  o;)pofitc  party;  that 
Mentcliikof's  prefence  utt./rly  difconcerted  them  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  both  he  and  Butterlin  might  have 
tlireattULd  the  nobles,  wiiich  Baffevitz  might  not  chufe  to  record,  as  he  wai  willing  to  make  the  nomination 
of  Catharine  as  unanimous  as  poflible;  alihough  he  fays,  "C'eftainfi  que  Latharlne  faifit  le  fccptre, 
qu'elle  meritoit  a  fi  jude  titre  "  In  a  word,  thefe  three  accounts  are  eafily  reconcileable  ;  they  all  prove 
one  fad,  tliat  Mentchikof,  either  by  himfelf  or  his  agents,  by  bribes,  promifes,  and  threats,  forced  the  no- 
bility to  proclaim  Catharine. 

f   Auftrian  envoy  in  Bufching  xi  p    502.  %   Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  iii.  p.  192. 
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that  he  might  reign  with  flill  more  abfolute  power  during  the  minority  of  Peter  II.  But 
thefe  reports  deferve  no  credit,  and  were  merely  derived  from  the  fpirit  of  party,  or  from 
popular  rumour. 

Catharine  was  in  her  perfon  under  the  middle  fize,  and  in  her  youth  delicate  and 
well-formed,  but  inclined  to  corpulency  as  iTie  advanced  in  years.  She  had  a  fair  com- 
plexion, dark  eyes,  and  light  hair,  which  fliewas  accuflomed  fo  dye  black*.  She  could 
neither  read  nor  write  f  ;  her  daughter  Elizabeth  ufually  figned  her  name,  particularly  to 
her  laft  will  and  teftament,  and  Count  Ofterman  generally  put  her  fignature  to  the  pub- 
lic decrees  and  difpatches.  Her  abilities  were  greatly  exaggerated  by  her  panegyrics. 
Gordon,  who  had  frequently  feen  her,  feems  to  have  reprefentcd  her  charaifter  with  the 
greateft  juftnefs,  when  he  fays,  "  She  was  a  very  pretty  well-lookt  woman,  of  good 
fenfe,  but  not  of  that  fublimity  of  wit,  or  rather  that  quicknefs  of  imagination,  which 
fome  people  have  believed.  The  great  reafon  why  the  Tzar  was  fo  fond  of  her,  was 
her  exceeding  good  temper  ;  fhe  never  was  feen  peevilh  or  out  of  humour;  obliging 
and  civil  to  all,  and  never  forgetful  of  her  former  condition  ;  withal,  mighty  grateful." 
Catherine  maintained  the  pomp  of  majefty  united  with  an  air  of  eafe  and  grandeur ;  and 
Peter  frequently  expreffed  his  admiration  at  the  propriety  with  which  flie  fupportcd  her 
high  ilation,  without  forgetting  that  fhe  was  not  born  to  that  dignity  |. 

She  bore  her  elevation  meekly,  and  vs-as  never,  as  Gordon  aflerts,  forgetful  of  her 
former  condition.  When  Wurmb  §,  who  was  tutor  to  Gluck's  children  at  the  time  that 
Catharine  was  a  domeftic  in  the  fame  family,  prefented  himfelf  before  her  after  the 
public  folemnization  of  her  marriage  with  Peter,  flie  faid,  "  What,  thou  good  man,  art 
thou  ftill  alive  !  I  will  provide  for  thee;"  and  gave  him  a  penfion.  She  was  alfo  no 
lefs  attentive  to  the  family  of  her  benefador  Gluck,  who  died  a  prifoner  at  Mofcow  : 
file  penfioned  his  widow,  made  his  fon  a  page,  portioned  the  two  eldeft  daughters,  and 
appointed  the  youngeft  a  maid  of  honour.  If  we  may  believe  Weber,  fhe  frequently 
inquired  after  her  firft  hufband,  and,  when  fhe  lived  with  Prince  Menfchikof,  ufed  fe- 
cretly  to  fend  him  fmall  fums  of  money,  until,  in  1705,  he  was  killed  in  a  fkirmifli  with 
the  enemy.  In  a  conference  with  General  Schiippenback,  who  had  commanded  the 
Swedifh  army,  when  flie  was  taken  cnptive  by  the  Ruflians,  flie  afked  him,  "  whether 
her  Spoufe  John  was  not  a  brave  foldier  ?"  Schiippenback  replying,  "  Am  not  I  one 
alfo?"  her  Majefty  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  but  repeating  the  queflion,  he  replied, 
"  yes,  pleafe  your  Majesty  ;  and  I  may  boaft  to  have  had  the  honour  of  having  him 
under  my  command  ||."  But  the  moil  noble  part  of  her  character  was  her  peculiar  hu- 
manity and  compafTion.  Motraye  has  paid  a  handfome  tribute  to  this  excellence. 
*'  She  had  in  fome  fort  the  government  of  all  his  (_Peter's)  pafTions ;  and  even  faved  the 

*  Biifchirig  fays,  "  Ibr fchiuai-zcs  haartuarnichtnalusrllchyfontlerngefaerll,"  &c.  Hifb.  Mag.  vol.  in. 
p.  190.  "  Her  black  hair  was  not  natural,  but  coloured.  On  her  firft  rife  the  coarfeiufs  of  her  hands 
proved  that  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  hard  labour,  but  they  gradually  grew  whiter  and  whiter."  Thefe  cir- 
cumllances  we  may  readily  believe,  becaufe  the  htdy  from  whom  Bufching  received  the  information  could 
eafily  know  whether  Catharine's  hair  was  black,  or  her  hands  coaife,  although  flie  might  be  deceived  iu 
what  relates  to  her  family. 

f   Bafftvitz,  p.  295.      Bufching,  xi    p.  4H1. 

X  Son  cpouj'e  ela'il  avec  lui  elalant,  conformiment  a  la  volonle  du  monavque,  la  fompc  impcrinlc,  qui  le  gentiil,  ei 
la  foiitenant  avec  un  air  furprenant  tie  grandeur  et  d'aifancc.  Le  czar  tie  powvait  fe  lajffr  d' admirer  les  lalens 
qu'elle pojfedait,  felon  fon  expreffion,  de  fe  crcer  impLratrice,  fans  oiiblier  qit'elle  tie  le  tidquit  point.  Baffevitz  in 
Buf.  p.358. 

§  Life  of  Peter,  vol  ill.  p.  2  ^8. 

II  Bufching  had  the  above  anecdote  from  a  lady  who  was  prefent  at  this  conference.     Hift.  Mag.  vol.  iil. 

p.  I(,0. 
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lives  of  a  great  many  more  perfons  than  Le  Fort  wns  able  to  do  ;  fhe  infpired  him  with 
that  humanity  which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  fubjecls,  nature  feemed  to  have  denied  him. 
A  word  from  her  mouth,  in  favour  of  a  wretch,  jufl  going  to  be  facrificed  to  his  anger, 
ivould  difarm  him  ;  but  if  he  Vvas  fully  refolved  to  fatisfy  that  pailion,  he  would  give 
orders  for  the  execution  when  (lie  wasabfent,  for  fear  fiie  fliould  plead  for  the  viftim*.'* 
In  a  word,  to  ufe  the  expreflion  of  the  celebrated  Munic,  "  Elk  etoit  proprement  la  me- 
diatrice  cnire  le  monarque  etfesftncts  f." 

Chap.  XII. — Alexcy  Pdrovhch.  —  Principles  on  ivhich  Peter  jujlijied  his  exclufion  from 
the  Throne. — Effe^s  of  his  bad  Education. — Dread  of  his  Father. — Ef cape  from  Pet  erf- 
burgh. — htts  Trial  and  Condemnation. — Inquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  his  Death, — Account 
of  his  Wife  Charlotte  Chrifiina  Sophia  of  Brimfojick. — Circumflances  of  her  death. — 
Ealfe  Rumours  of  her  Efcape  and  Adventures, 

ALEX^EY,  the  fcle  fruit  of  the  inaufpicious  marriage  between  Peter  the  Great  and 
Eudocia  Lapukin,  was  born  in  1690,  and  never  vvas  the  birth  of  any  Prince  more  un- 
fortunate to  himfelf,  to  his  parents,  and  to  his  country. 

The  principles  on  which  Peter  attempted  to  juftify  the  exclufion  of  his  fon  from  the 
throne,  appear  from  a  curious  letter,  written  in  1715  by  an  Auftrian  AmbaiTador  at 
Peterfburgh,  to  the  prime  minifter  at  Vienna  : 

J  "  In  my  lafl:  I  informed  your  excellency  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  penetrating 
the  fentiments  of  the  Tzar,  and  I  fhall  now  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars,  which 
will  furprize  you.  Being  at  dinner  laft  Sunday  at  the  vice-chancellor  ShaffiroPs,  in 
company  with  the  Tzar,  His  Majelly  did  me  the  honour  to  converfe  with  me  upon  dif- 
ferent topics.  The  difcourfe  turning  upon  the  late  King  of  France,  His  Majelty  faid, 
"•  Certainly  France  was  never  governed  by  a  greater  man  than  Louis  XIV.  neverthelefs, 
when  I  confider  the  little  care  which  he  took  to  perpetuate  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  after 
his  demife,  I  have  no  longer  the  fame  efteem  for  his  memory,  which  I  have  hitherto 
Jield  for  his  great  and  heroic  aftions.  Louis  XIV.  at  his  advanced  age,  could  not  rea- 
fonably  indulge  the  hope  of  a  much  longer  life;  if,  therefore,  he  difcovered  in  the  infant 
(Louis  XV.)  his  fucceflbr,  any  evident  marks  of  a  future  incapacity  to  reign,  why  did  he 
entruft  him  to  the  care  of  a  man  who  will  not  fail  to  adopt  any  means,  however  defperate, 
that  may  tend  to  fecure  the  throne  to  himfelf?  Why  did  he  not  exclude  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  from  a  fhare  in  the  regency  ?  Or,  if  he  knew  the  Duke  to  be  a  man  of  a  fupe- 
rior  genius,  as  he  undoubtedly  is;  and  his  great  grandfon,  either  on  account  of  his 
lender  age  or  fome  corporal  infirmity,  incapable  of  governing,  why  did  he  not  declare  a 
perfon  of  fuch  abilities  as  the  Duke  of  Orleans  his  fucceflbr?  By  thefe  means  his  grand 
fyftem  would  have  flood  unfliaken  even  by  his  death  ;  whereas  we  have  nov/ every  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  that  France  will  decline."  1  made  anfwer,  "  That  as,  according  to 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  the  firfl:  Prince  of  the  blood  is  Regent  during 
the  King's  minority.  Louis  XIV.  could  not  exclude  the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  re- 
gency without  breaking  the  law  of  fuccelFion,  which  no  King  of  France  could  venture 
to  infringe."  "  Therefore,"  replied  the  Tzar,  "  a  Prince,  who,  by  facrificing  his 
health,  and  even  frequently  expofing  his  life,  had  at  length  rendered  his  country  re- 

*  Mortraye's  Travels,  vol.  ili.  p.  131. 

+  Ebauche,  &c.  p   5(.     "  She  was  the  mediatrix  between  the  monarch  and  his  fubjcds." 

\  Bufch.  Hill.  Mdg.  iii.  p.  185,  &c, 
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fpedable  and  formidable,  would,  according  to  your  hypothcfis,  be  conOrained  to  fufFer 
the  fruits  of  his  labours  to  be  deltroyedia  the  hands  of  a  madman,  provided  he  was  his 
neareft  relation.  1  own  I  am  not  of  your  opinion.  It  is  by  no  means  fufficient,  that  a 
monarch  (hould  exert  himfelf  to  aggrandize  his  (fate,  and  render  it  flouriiliing  during 
his  lite,  but  he  ought  alfo  by  wife  precautions  to  perpetuate  its  glory  after  his  dcmife, 
which  can  in  no  other  manner  be  etTeded  than  by  appointing  an  heir  who  flrall  be  capa- 
ble, not  only  to  maintain  his  acquifitions  and  prelerve  his  ellabliflimcnts,  but  aUo  to 
execute  the  reft  of  his  defigns,  were  he  even  to  felect  him  from  the  croud  of  his  fub- 
jeds.  You,"  added  he,  "  would  tax  a  Prince  with  cruelty,  who,  in  order  to  fave  his 
,  ttate,  which  ought  to  be  dearer  to  him  than  the  blood  in  his  veins,  fliould  attempt  to  alter 
the  fuccelTion  of  his  blood  ;  and  I,  on  the  contrary,  conceive  it  to  be  the  greateft  of  all 
cruelties,  to  facrifice  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  the  mere  right  of  eftablifhed  fuccelHon. 
Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  fucceffor  has  not  the  qualities  requifue  for  a  Ibvereign  ;  a  con- 
vent, and  not  a  throne,  is  a  proper  afylum  for  weak  princes.  David,  for  example,  had 
many  fons  ;  but  as  he  found  not  in  the  eldeff  the  qualities  which  a  King  of  Ifrael  ought 
to  potfefi:,  he  chofe  the  youngeft  for  his  fucceflbr  :  God  himfelf  approved  the  choice, 
inftead  of  blaming  him  for  not  paying  regard  to  the  pretenfions  of  primogeniture,  which 
was  neverthelels  highly  refpefted  by  the  Jews.  If  the  gangrene  (making  me  touch  at 
the  fame  time  :he  end  of  his  thumb)  attacks  my  finger,  am  I  not  obliged,  although  it  is 
part  of  my  body,  to  cut  it  off  ?   or  Ihould  I  not  be  guilty  of  fuicide  ? 

"  In  fliort,  I  now  comprehend  the  caufe  of  the  law  lately  introduced  by  the  Tzar, 
which  adjudges  all  real  eltates  of  a  family  to  one  of  the  male  children  ;  but  leaves  to  the 
father  the  abfolute  power  of  appointing  his  heir  without  confidering  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture. I  am  now  convinced  that  the  Tzar  has  in  his  own  mind  decreed  the  exclufion 
of  his  eldefl  fon  ;  and  that  we  fhall  one  day  fee  Alexcy,  with  his  head  (haven,  thruft 
into  a  monaflery,  and  obliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  praying  and  chaunting 
hymns. 

Nov.  15,  1715." 

The  prophecy  of  this  writer  was  afterwards  fulfilled,  though,  inffead  of  being  fhut  up 
in  a  convent,  the  wretched  Prince  expired  in  prifon.  The  circumftances  which  occa- 
fioned  his  exclufion  and  death  are  well  known ;  but  as  we  have  received  them  through 
the  medium  of  his  accufers,  we  ought  to  be  careful  in  giving  credit  to  all  the  charges 
with  which  his  memory  has  been  (ligmatized.  One  fact  *  is  incontrovertible,  that  his 
education  was  fhamefully  negleded,  and  that  he  was  a  ff  ranger  to  the  reitraints  neceifary 
at  his  age,  until  the  time  of  introducing  proper  habitudes  had  almoll  elapfed.  He  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  women,  and  to  the  inftruction  of  RufHan  prielts,  the  lowed 
and  moft  ignorant  of  men,  who  inltilled  into  him  all  the  prejudices  of  their  religion, 
and  were  continually  inveighing  againfl  his  father  for  the  abolition  of  many  barbarous 
cuftoms,  which  they  had  long  confidered  with  reverential  awe.  Nor  was  he  releafed 
from  this  wretched  Ipecies  of  tuition  before  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age  ;  when  Baron 
Huyfen,  a  man  of  great  merit  and  ability,  was  appointed  his  governor.  Under  this  ju- 
dicious inflruffor  he  feems  to  have  made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs,  and  his  early  pre- 
judices might  have  gradually  worn  away,  had  not  Prince  Mentchikof  contrived  to  re- 
move the  only  perfon  who  was  likely  to  inlf  il  into  him  proper  principles  of  aftion,  and 
atTumed  the  fuperintendence  of  his  education.  But  as  Mentchikof  f  fcarcely  ever  faw 
him,  and  placed  about  him  the  moil  improper  perfons,  he  feems  to  have  intentionally 

*  See  Memoire  abrege  fur  la  viedu  tzarevitcli  Alexei  Petrovitch,  in  Buf,  Hill.  Mag.  p.  195. 
+  Buf,  H.  M.  p.  196. 
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abandoned  him  to  the  company  of  the  lowed  wretches,  by  whom  he  was  encouraged  hi 
continual  ebriety,  and  every  kind  of  excefs  ;  yet  this  defigning  miniiler  artfully  extorted 
from  the  tzarovitch,  in  prifon,  a  confeihon  that  he  was  the  only  perfon  who  had  taken 
any  care  of  his  education  *. 

Peter  conceived  an  early  prejudice  againfl:  his  fon,  and  infpired  him  with  fuch  terror, 
that  to  avoid  drawing  before  his  father,  the  young  Prince  once  difcharged  a  piltol 
againfl  his  own  right  hand.  All  perfons,  however,  join  in  condemning  the  imprudence 
and  obRinacy  of  Alexey,  which  warped  his  judgment,  and  at  times  tranfported  him  lo  a 
degree  of  infanity.  Bruce,  who  knew  him  well,  gives  the  following  account  of  his  per- 
fon and  manners ;  and  as  he  was  not  prejudiced  againfl  him,  his  teflimony  mull  be 
efleemed  more  valid  than  all  the  laboured  accufat'ons  of  his  enemies. 

"  The  Czarowitz  arrived  in  Mofcow  this  winter  (1714)  where  I  faw  him  for  the  firfl 
time.  He  kept  a  mean  Finlandifli  girl  for  his  miflrcfs.  I  went  often  with  the  General 
to  wait  on  him  ;  and  he  came  frequently  to  the  General's  houfe,  attended  by  very  mean 
and  low  perfons.  He  was  very  flovenly  in  his  drefs  ;  his  perfon  was  tall,  well  made, 
of  a  brown  complexion,  black  hair  and  eyes,  of  a  flern  countenance,  and  ilrong  voice. 
He  frequently  did  me  the  honour  to  talk  with  me  in  German,  being  fully  mafter  of 
that  language ;  he  was  adored  by  the  populace,  but  little  refpe£ted  by  the  fuperior 
ranks,  for  whom  he  never  fliewed  the  lead  regard.  He  was  always  furrounded  by  a 
number  of  debauched  ignorant  priefts,  and  other  mean  perfons  of  bad  character,  in 
whofe  company  he  always  rcflccled  on  his  father's  conduft  for  abolifliing  the  antient 
cufloms  of  the  country,  declaring,  that  as  foon  as  he  came  to  fucceed,  he  fliould  foon 
reflore  Ruffia  to  its  former  flate ;  and  threatening  to  deflroy,  without  referve,  all  his 
father's  favourites.  This  he  did  fo  often,  and  with  fo  little  referve,  that  it  could  not 
mils  reaching  the  Emperor's  ears ;  and  it  was  generally  thought  he  now  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  that  ruin  he  afterwards  met  with." 

And  again,  "  It  was  very  remarkable,  that  the  Prince  never  appeared  at  any  of  the 
public  meetings,  when  His  Majeily  was  attended  by  all  perfons  of  quahty  and  rank, 
luch  as  birth-days,  celebrating  of  vi6lories,  launching  of  Ihips,  &c.  General  Bruce, 
who  lived  next  door  to  the  Prince,  had  orders  always  to  give  the  Prince  notice  the  day 
before  of  fuch  public  days  or  meetings,  and  I  had  the  honour  to  carry  and  deliver  the 
meffage  ;  but  his  Plighnefs,  to  avoid  appearing  in  public,  either  took  phyfic  or  let  blood, 
always  making  his  excufe,  that  he  could  not  attend  for  want  of  health ;  when  at  the 
fame  time,  it  was  notorioufly  known  that  he  got  drunk  in  very  bad  company,  when  he 
ufed  conftantly  to  condemn  all  his  father's  aftionsi." 

Inflamed  by  continual  drunkennefs,  and  worn  out  by  perfecution,  he  was  driven  to  a 
flate  of  defperation  ;  and  in  1716,  fuddenly  renouncing  his  right  of  fuccefTion  in  favour 
of  Peter's  fon  by  Catharine,  he  demanded  permilTion  to  retire  into  a  convent.  But 
foon  afterwards,  adopting  the  advice  of  his  principal  adherents,  he  efcaped  to  Vienna  ; 
with  a  view  to  fhelter  him  from  the  refentment  of  his  father,  Charles  VI.  fent  him  tirli 
to  Infpruck  in  the  Tyrol,  and  afterwards  removed  him,  for  Hill  greater  fecurity,  to  the 

*  L'Evefqiie  makes  the  following  ju(l  rcflcftions  upon  this  unaccountable  circumftance.  "  Croira-t-on 
qu'U ait  fa'itjlncerement  iff  de  lui-meme  ie!oge  des  fehis  que  Mench'ihof  avotl  pris  de  fon  education  ;  lorfqii'on  fait 
d'ailleurs  que  Mcnchihof  approchait  de  Im  tout  au  plus  trois  ou  quatre  fo'n  par  an  iS  ne  lui  parlait  qu'avec  le  ton 
du  mipris  le  plus  dur  isf  le  plus  outrageant  ?  Si  on  k  contraigtiit  a  louer  lefai'ori  de  Pierre,  I' ami  de  Catharine^ 
rtepeut-on  pas  lui  avoir  diBe  de  meme  tout  ce  qu'cn  voulait  lui /aire  dire?'      Hill,  de  Riiffic,  Tom    iv.  p.  442. 

This  conjed lire  is  greatly  ftrenprthened  by  confidering  that  the  eulogium  of  Mcntchikof  was  obtained 
from  Alexey  in  prifon  by  Tolftoe,  the  creature  of  Mentchikof. 

-j-  Biuce's  Memoirs,  p.  100  and  127. 
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caflie  of  St.  Elmo  at  Na.ples.  Being  fecretly  betrayed  by  his  FinlanJini  mlflrefs,  whom 
he  is  reported  to  have  married,  and  influenced  by  the  mod  Iblemn  promifes  of  forgive- 
nefs,  he  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  cmillarics  of  his  father,  to  return  to  iVLofcow.  Hav- 
ing there  folemniy  renounced  all  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  he  was  conveyed  to 
Peterfburgh,  thrown  into  the  fortrefs,  tried  by  a  felecl  committee,  and  condemned  to 
fuffer  death.  The  ads  of  his  procefs  and  condemnation  are  well  known,  being  publiflied 
by  order  of  the  Emperor,  and  are  to  be  found  in  feveral  authors  *.' 

Whatever  prejudices  we  may  have  entertained  agahilt  Alexcy,  we  cannot  peruFc  the 
trial  without  being  fliocked  at  the  cruel  and  unjulf  mode  with  which  it  was  conducted  ; 
when  his  mercilefs  perfecutors  eagerly  laid  hold  of  every  advantage  afforded  by  his 
youth  and  fimplicity  ;  when  his  Finlandifli  millrefs,  who  was  afterwards  penfioned  for 
her  atteltadons,  depofed  every  angry  expreflion  againfl  his  father,  which  flie  ever  recol- 
lefted  to  have  fallen  from  him  in  the  molt  unguarded  moments :  when  not  only  his 
words  and  aftions  were  brought  to  witnefs  againfl  him,  but  his  very  thoughts  fcrulinized, 
and  his  own  conftfilon  extorted  in  prifon  employed  to  convict  him.  Indeed  many  of 
his  own  depofitions,  which  tend  moit  to  criminate  him,  by  difcovering  intentions  of  re- 
bellion, were  not  openly  acknowledged,  but  only  figned  in  prifon  ;  and  a  fignal  difler- 
ence  is  remarkable  between  his  confefTions  during  his  firll:  examination  at  Mofcow,  which 
was  more  public,  and  thole  made  at  Peterfburgh,  when  his  trial  was  chiefly  conducted 
in  private  before  Peter  and  his  immediate  confidents :  circumflances  which  feem  to 
prove  the  infliction  of  torture. 

With  refpedt  to  Alexey's  death,  two  opinions  prevail  ;  one  advanced  In  the  manlfeflo 
of  Peter,  that  he  was  felzed  with  an  apoplectic  lit,  and  died  of  convulfions  occafioned 
by  the  violent  paflions  of  his  mind  and  the  terrors  of  death  ;  the  other,  that  he  was 
fecretly  executed  in  prifon.  The  latter  is  mofl  entitled  to  belief,  notwithflandlng  the 
affertlons  of  Peter,  and  the  apology  of  his  panegyrifts. 

Of  all  the  accounts  of  the  Prince's  death,  that  given  by  Bufchingf  is  the  mofl:  proba- 
ble ;  he  pofitively  afSrms,  that  he  was  beheaded  by  order  of  his  father,  and  that  Marfhal 
Weyde  performed  the  office  of  executioner.  He  received  the  intelligence  from  Ma- 
dame Cramer,  a  lady  at  Peterfburgh,  who  was  in  high  confidence,  both  with  Peter  and 
Catharine,  and  was  employed  in  fewing  the  head  to  his  body  before  It  lay  in  flate.  Dur- 
ing my  flay  at  Peterfburgh,  I  was  at  fome  pains  to  authenticate  this  fadt ;  but  found  it 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  any  pofitive  information  concerning  fo  fecret  a  tranfaftion. 
The  mod  material  circumfl:ances  I  could  colleft  were  communicated  by  an  inrimate 
acquaintance  of  the  above-mentioned  lady  :  he  affured  me  that  he  always  found  her 
extremely  averfe  to  hold  any  difcourfe  on  the  death  of  Alexey  ;  that  (lie  feemed  ex- 
ceedingly fhocked  whenever  the  topic  was  introduced,  and  nothing  could  be  further 
extorted  from  her,  than  that  flie  was  the  perfon  who  prepared  the  body  for  the  cere- 
mony of  lying  in  flate.  This  unwillingnefs  of  the  lady  to  enter  upon  the  fubjedt,  toge- 
ther with  her  declaration  that  fhe  prepared  the  body,  adds  a  great  degree  of  confirmatioa 
to  the  account  of  Bufching. 

An  additional  proof.  In  favour  of  this  faft,  I  received  from  an  Engllfli  gentleman  |  of 
undoubted  veracity,  who  affured  me,  from  the  Information  of  Prince  Cantemir's  fecre- 

'   JMottley,  vol.  ii.     And  more  circumftantially  in  Perry,  yol.  ii. 

-f-   Buf.  Hif.  Mag    vol.  iii.  p.  234.      Alfo  introduftion  to  vol.  ix. 

i  Mr.  Rufi,  who  travelled  v.ith  Mr.  Hoare,  fon  of  the  late  Henry  Hoare,  Efq  of  Stourhead.  He 
became  intiiiiat,cly  acquainted  at  Aix  la  CliapeJle  with  Vosrciirock,  who  had  been  fecietary  to  Prince  Can- 
tcmir,  was  then  eighty  years  of  age,  and  had  coUedcd  materials  fjr  the  life  of  Tcter  I.,  but  never  reduced 
them  to  order. 
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tary,  with  whom  he  was  intimately  acquainted  abroad,  that  Alexey  was  beheaded  in 
prifon.  As  Prince  Cantemir  was  in 'high  favour  with  Peter,  the  intelligence  of  his  con- 
fidential fecretary  mufl;  carry  grent  weight.  This  fail  appears  fo  well  atteded,  that  many 
German  hiilorians  have  adopted  it  without  referve,  and  in  feveral  genealogical  tables  of 
the  invoeriyl  family,  Alexey  is  inferted  as  beheaded.  A  paflage,  however,  in  Bruce's 
Memoirs,  feems  a:  lirfl:  fight  to  invalidate  this  concurrent  evidence,  and  to  prove  that 
he  waspoifoned. 

^'  The  trial  J  was  begun  on  the  25rh  of  June,  and  continued  to  the  6th  of  July,  when 
this  fupreme  court,  with  unanimous  confent,  pafled  fentence  of  death  upon  the  Prince, 
but  left  the  manner  of  it  to  His  MajeUy's  determination  :  the  Prince  was  brought  before 
the  court,  his  fenience  was  read  to  him,  and  he  was  reconveyed  to  the  fortrefs.  On 
the  next  day.  His  Majefty,  attended  by  all  the  fenators  and  bilhops,  with  feveral  others 
of  high  rank,  went  to  the  fort,  and  entered  the  apartments  where  the  Tzarovitch  was 
kept  prifoner.  Some  little  time  thereafter,  Marlhal  Weyde  came  out,  and  ordered  me 
to  go  to  Mr.  Bear's  the  druggift,  whofe  fhop  was  hard-by,  and  tell  him  to  make  the  po' 
tion  ftrong  which  he  had  befpoke,  as  the  Prince  was  then  very  ill :  when  I  delivered 
this  meffaee  to  Mr.  Bear,  he  turned  quite  pale,  and  fell  a  {hiking  and  trembling,  and 
appeared  in  the  utmofl;  confufion  ;  which  furprized  me  fo  much,  that  I  afked  him  what 
was  the  matter  with  him,  but  he  was  unable  to  return  me  any  anfwer  :  in  the  mean  time 
the  Marflial  himfelf  came  in,  much  in  the  fame  condition  with  the  druggiH,  faying,  he 
ought  to  have  been  more  expeditious,  as  the  Prince  was  very  ill  of  an  apoplectic  fit ; 
upon  this  the  druggift  delivered  him  a  filver  cup  with  a  cover,  which  the  Marflial  him- 
felf carried  into  the  Prince's  apartment,  Hiaggering  all  the  way  as  he  went  like  one 
drunk.  About  half  an  hour  after,  the  Tzar,  with  all  his  attendants  withdrew,  with 
very  difmal  countenances  ;  and  when  they  went,  the  Marflial  ordered  me  to  attend  at 
the  Prince's  apartment,  and  in  cafe  of  any  alteration,  to  inform  him  immediately  thereof. 
There  were  at  that  time  two  phyfujians  and  two  furgeons  in  waiting,  with  whom,  and 
the  officer  on  guard,  I  dined  on  what  had  been  drefll'd  for  the  Prince's  dinner.  The 
phyficians  were  called  in  immediately  after  to  attend  the  Prince,  who  was  ftruggling 
out  of  one  convulfion  into  another,  and  after  great  agonies,  expired  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  I  went  direclly  to  inform  the  Marfhal,  and  he  went  that  moment  to  ac- 
quaint His  Majefty,  who  ordered  the  corpfe  to  be  embowelled.  after  which  it  was  laid 
in  a  coffin,  covered  with  black  velvet,  and  pall  of  rich  gold  tiflTue  fpread  over  it ;  it  was 
then  carried  out  of  the  fort  to  the  church  of -the  Holy  Trinity,  where  the  corpfe  lay  in 
flate  till  the  i  ith  in  the  evening,  when  it  was  carried  back  to  the  fort,  and  depouted 
in  the  royal  burying  vault,  next  the  coffin  of  the  Princefs  his  late  confort,  on  which 
occafion  the  Tzar  and  Tzarina,  and  the  chief  of  the  nobility,  followed  in  proceffion. 
Various  were  the  reports  that  were  fpread  concerning  his  death  ;  it  was  given  out  pub- 
licly, that  on  hearing  his  fentence  of  death  pronounced,  the  dread  thereof  threw  him 
into  an  apoplectic  fit,  of  which  he  died  :  very  few  believed  he  died  a  natural  deaths  but  it 
-was  dangerous  for  people  to  fpeak  as  they  thought.  The  minifters  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  were  forbid  the  court  for  fpeaking  their  minds  too  freely  on  this 
occafion,  and  upon  cc  mplaint  againft  them,  were  both  recalled." 

From  this  account  it  appears  that  the  Prince  was  {till  alive  when  Peter,  with  the 
nobles  and  bi{hops,  remained  in  the  fortrefs  ;  and  that  he  died  in  the  interval  between 
their  departure  end  the  afternoon ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows,  even  from  this  flate  of 
the  cafe,  that  the 'Jzarovitch  was  poifoned.     For  can  we  fuppofe  that  Peter  would  order 

*  Bruce's  Memoirs,  p.  i8j — 187. 
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a  dofe  of  polfon  to  be  prepared  for  his  fon  at  a  chemifl's  fliop,  and  that  Marflial  Weyde 
would  openly  fend  for  it  without  the  lead  mydery  ?  May  we  not  rather  infer  that  the 
potion  was  a  medicine  funilar  to  thofe  which  had  btien  ah-eady  prefcribed  for  the  Prince, 
who  had  for  fome  time  been  extremely  indifpofed  ?  The  fright  of  the  chemKt  might 
proceed  from  his  delivering  a  medicine  for  the  Tzarovitch,  who  was  faid  to  be  in  the 
agonies  of  death ;  as  in  a  defpotic  country,  and  under  fuch  a  fovereign  as  Peter,  his 
own  fafety  might  be  involved  in  the  cataftrophe.  The  agitation  of  Marflial  Weyde  will 
be  ftill  more  fatisfaftorily  accounted  for ;  if,  according  to  Bufching,  he  was  preparing 
to  perform,  or  had  already  performed  the  execution. 

The  principal  circumftance  which  feems  to  contradict  the  opinion  that  he  was  be- 
headed is,  that  if  Bruce's  narrative  is  to  be  depended  upon,  the  Prince,  when  he  fell 
afterwards  into  repeated  convulfions,  was  vifited  by  the  phyficians ;  and  yet,  if  Buf- 
ching's  account  can  be  relied  on,  he  muft  have  been  already  beheaded  ;  as  Marfhal 
Weyde,  according  to  Bruce,  had  finally  quitted  the  fortrefs.  But  it  is  poflible  that  the 
phyficians,  although  ordered  to  attend  the  Prince,  might  be  prevented  from  feeing  him ; 
it  is  poiTible  that  Marlhal  Weyde  might  have  fecretly  returned  to  the  fortrefs  without 
the  knowledge  of  Colonel  Bruce  ;  it  is  poflible  that  Bruce  himfelf,  as  being  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  Marflial,  might  have  been  entrufted  with  the  fecret,  but  v.'as  unwilling  to 
record,  in  his  Memoirs,  fo  horrid  a  cataftrophe,  which  was  totally  repugnant  to  the  ma- 
nifefto  of  the  Emperor.  When  the  fecret  execution  of  the  heir  apparent  in  a  defpotic 
empire  becomes  the  fubjefl:  of  inquiry,  it  muft  always  be  difficult  to  afcertain  the  truth,; 
and  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  expeft  that  no  contradiftory  circumftances  fiiould  occur 
in  the  different  relations  of  fuch  a  myfterious  tranfaftion ;  when  even  in  the  moft  com- 
mon occurrences,  no  two  perfons  would  relate  the  fame  event  precifely  in  the  fame 
manner. 

Catharine  is  not  free  from  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in  this  horrid  affair,  becaufe 
her  fon  by  Peter  was  declared  fucceffor,  and  becaufe  Tolftoi,  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  procefs  and  private  examination  of  Alexey  were  chiefly  entrufted,  was  a  creature 
of  Mentchikof.  This  accufation  of  Catharine  could  be  only  a  mere  furmife,  and  her 
interference,  if  fhe  really  interfered,  muft  have  been  fo  fecret  as  not  to  have  been  dif- 
covered.  Peter  himfelf  exculpated  her,  openly  teftifying  *,  that  {he  interceded  for  his 
fon's  life,  and  requefted,  that  inftead  of  being  put  to  death,  he  might  be  confined  in  a 
convent.  Not  to  mention  that  fuch  proceedings  militate  ftrongly  againft  the  well  known 
humanity  of  Catharine  j  there  was  no  occafion  to  irritate  the  favage  temper  of  Peter, 
too  much  inclined  to  inflift  the  fevereft  punifhment  upon  his  fon,  who  threatened  to 
deftroy  in  a  moment  that  vaft  fabric  of  glory  and  power  which  he  had  employed 
years  in  ereding.  The  monarch  who  could  himfelf  attend  the  inflidion  of  torture, 
who  had  occafionally  performed  the  office  of  executioner,  and  who  even  ordered 
the  firft  partner  of  his  bed  to  be  fcourged,  would  not  require  any  incitement  to 
command  the  execution  of  a  fon,  whom  he  had  publicly  treated  with  the  moft  inhuman 
ferocity. 

A  note,  written  with  Peter's  own  hand  to  Count  Romanzof,  who,  in  conjundion 
with  Tolftoi,  brought  the  unfortunate  Alexey  from  Naples,  will  difplay  the  inflexible 
fpirit  of  that  Monarch,  who  forgot  the  feelings  of  a  father  in  his  anxiety  for  the  public 
good.  "  I  grant  you  the  ranks  of  major-general  and  lieutenant-general,  and  the  eftates 
of  Alexander  Kikin  and  Kuril  Matuftikin  f,  in  confideration  of  the  fignal  fervice  which 

■  -  t 

•  BafTevitz. 

•J-  Two  of  Alexey'a  unfortunate  adherent»,  who  with  many  other*  were  executed  upon  this  occafion. 
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you  have  jufl:  conferred,  not  only  upon  me,  but  what  is  more,  upon  your  country,  in 
bringing  back  him,  who  by  his  birth  is  my  fon,  and  by  his  actions,  the  enemy  of  his 
father  and  of  his'country  *."  *> 

The  wife  of  Alexey,  Charlotte  Chriftina  Sophia,  was  daughter  of  Louis  Rodolph  of 
Brunfwick  Blakenburgh,  and  fifter  of  Elizabeth  Chriftina,  confort  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  VI.  She  was  born  on  the  29th  of  Auguft  1 694,  efpoufed  on  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber 171 1,  the  Tzarovitch  Alexey,  and  in  July  of  the  enfuing  year  made  her  entrance 
into  Peterfburgh  f. 

Although  this  amiable  Princefs  was  the  choice  of  Alexey,  who  faw  her  at  her  father's 
court,  yet  he  treated  her  with  the  utmoft  neglect,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  his  favourite 
miflrefs  Euphrofyne,  a  Finlandifli  girl  of  the  lowell  extraction. 

It  does  not  indeed  appear  that  the  Prince,  according  to  the  report  of  fome  writers, 
frequently  (truck  her ;  for  had  he  been  fufficiently  brutal,  he  would  have  been  reftrained 
by  apprehenfions  of  his  father  ;  who,  as  well  as  Catharine,  always  exprefled  the  ftrong- 
ett.  compaffion  for  her  wretched  fituation,  and  fhowed  her  conltant  proofs  of  his  affedion. 

Her  hulband's  unconquerable  antipathy  was  chiefly  derived  from  his  fufpicions  that 
fhe  lodged  complaints  againfl;  him  to  the  Emperor.  Unfortunately  her  domeftic  uneafi- 
nefs  was  increafed  by  Juliana  Princefs  of  Ea(t-Friefland,  who  accompanied  her  into 
Ruflia,  and  who  imprudently  fanned  the  flame  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  quench  it. 

The  fruits  of  this  ill-aflbrted  union  were  Natalia,  who  was  born  at  Peterfburgh  in 
1714,  and  died  at  Mofcow  in  1728;  and  a  Prince,  afterwards  Peter  II.  who  was  brought 
into  the  world  on  the  23d  of  Oftober,  17 15,  The  confequences  of  her  delivery,  and 
the  melancholy  which  had  long  preyed  upon  her  frame,  hurried  her  prematurely  to  the 
grave,  on  the  2d  November,  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  her  age.  The  approach  of 
death  was  affefting  to  all  but  her  hufband  and  herfelf ;  her  fpirit  was  fo  much  fubdued 
by  affliftion,  that  flie  confidered  her  diflblution  as  a  welcome  releafe  from  all  her  fufFer- 
ings ;  and  faid  to  her  phyficians,  "  Do  not  torment  me  any  more,  for  I  will  live  no 
longer  J." 

On  the  day  which  preceded  her  deceafe,  fiie  di£tated  a  petition  to  Peter  the  Great, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  her  will :  "  The  moft  humble  and  lafl:  entreaties  from  the 
under-written  to  His  Imperial  Majefty.  i.  His  Imperial  Majefty  will  order  my  funeral  ■ 
as  he  (hall  think  proper.  I  could  wifh,  neverthelefs,  that  my  body  may  be  buried  in  a 
place  where  it  may  remain  undifturbed  until  the  fecond  coming  of  our  Saviour.  2.  Both 
my  beloved  children  I  recommend  to  the  care  and  affedion  of  his  Imperial  Majefliy,  my 
gracious  father-in-law,  that  they  may  be  educated  according  to  their  birth  and  flation. 
3. 1  leave  my  jewels  and  other  valuable  things  in  gold  and  filver  to  my  children  ;  and  a 
reafonable  part  of  my  clothes  and  linen  to  my  coufm  the  Princefs  of  Eaft-Friefland. 
4.  I  befeech  his  Imperial  Majeft:y  gracioufly  to  permit  thofe  perfons  who  accompanied 
me  hither  to  return,  and  to  defray  the  expence  of  their  journey.  5.  On  account  of  the 
dearnefs  of  this  place,  and  becaufe  my  fervants  were  ftrangers,  I  have  contracted  fome 
debts,  which  I  intreat  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  difcharge,  that  I  may  be  remembered  with 
honour,  and  that  no  unworthy  reports  may  be  circulated  after  my  death.  The  fums 
which  the  crown  will  fave  by  my  deceafe,  may  be  employed  in  difcharging  ihefe  debta, 
fmce  it  is  God's  will  that  I  depart  from  this  world  fo  prematurely  and  unexpectedly. 

•  This  note,  which  has  not  yet  appeared  in  priut,  was  communicated  to  me  by  a  Ruffian  nobleman,  the 
grandfon  of  Count  Romanzof,  who  favoured  me  with  a  tranflation  from  the  original. 

f  This  account  of  the  Princefs  is  chiefly  taken  from  Muller's  "  Von  der  Princtflin  von  Wolfenbuettel 
ale  vermahlten  Ruflifchen  Kronprinccffm."     In  Buf,  Hift.  Mag.  xv.  p.  2J4, 

1  Bruce's  Memoirs,  p.  14S. 
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6.  My  unforefeen  and  untimely  death  is  alfo  the  caufe  of  my  being  unable  to  rccotn- 
penfe  my  domeftics,  who  had  the  care  of  regulating  my  expences;  and  as  I  am  perfeftly 
fatistied  that  my  fecretaries  Cluver  and  John  Clement,  who  had  charge  of  my  dilLurf- 
ments,  have  ferved  me  with  fidelity  and  honour,  I  humbly  entreat  that  their  accounts, 
which  have  receipts,  may  be  pafled,  and  that  the  other  expenditures  may  be  admitted 
upon  their  oath.     I  repofe  fuch  confidence  in  his  Imperial  Majefty,  that  I  truft  he  will 
not  rejeft  this  my  lafl  requefl ;    more  particularly  when  I  reflecl  on  the  repeated  in- 
flances  which  I  have  experienced  of  his  paternal  tendcrnefs  and  afFedion.     I  have  this 
alfo  to  add,  that  I  am  only  concerned  to  leave  this  world  at  a  time  when  his  Imperial 
Majefty  is  indifpofed  j    a  circumftance  which  has  prevented  me  from  thanking  him  in 
perfon  for  the  frequent  proofs  I  have  received  of  his  kindnefs  and  regard.     May  the 
Almighty  be  his  aid  and  proteftor ;    and  may  he  add  thofe  years  to  his  life  which  are 
taken  from  mine ;  which  I  likewife  faithfully,  and  with  my  whole  heart,  implore  for  Her 
Majefty  the  Emprefs  ;  and,  after  returning  my  acknowledgments  due  to  them  for  the 
repeated  inftances  of  their  love  and  goodnefs,  I  expire,   the  moft  humble  and  moft: 
obedient  daughter  of  both  their  Majefties, 

"  Charlotte  Christina  Sophia  *." 
"  St.  Peterjburg/j,  06lober  21,  1715." 

Her  ardent  defire  to  fee  the  Emperor  before  (he  expired  was  gratified.  Peter,  who  was 
at  Schluffelburgh  at  the  time  of  her  dehvery,  had  fet  off  upon  the  firil  news  of  that  intel- 
ligence for  Peterfburgh  ;  but  on  his  arrival  in  the  capital,  was  feized  with  a  fudden  ill- 
nefs,  which  confined  him  to  his  chamber.  On  perufing  the  affedionate  exprellions  of 
her  attachment,  he  was  placed  on  a  machine  rolling  upon  wheels,  and  conveyed  to  her 
apartment.  The  interview  was  awful ;  fhe  took  leave  of  him  in  the  moft  moving  lan- 
guage and  affecting  manner,  recommending  her  children  to  his  care,  and  her  fervants 
to  his  proteftion,  and  received  from  him  every  confolation  which  her  fituation  would 
admit,  together  with  the  ftrongeft  affurances  that  all  her  wifties  fliould  be  fulfilled.  She 
then  embraced  her  children,  and  having  bedewed  them  with  tears,  delivered  them  into 
the  hands  of  her  hufband,  whom  decency  obliged  to  be  prefent  at  this  tender  fcene. 
After  fuffering  the  moft  acute  pains,  and  ftruggling  with  fucceeding  agonies,  fhe  expired 
at  midnight  f. 

She  died  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  religion,  which  fhe  had  in  vain  been  folicited  to 
renounce ;  and  nothing  conveys  a  ftronger  pi-oof  of  the  high  efteem  in  which  fhe  was 
held  by  the  Emperor,  than  her  interment  in  a  Ruflian  church  :  her  remains  were  de- 
pofited,  on  the  8th  of  November,  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  with  all 
the  funeral  honours  due  to  her  exalted  ftation. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  relating  the  principal  circumftances  which  attended  her 
death  ;  not  only  becaufe  her  fate  is  interefting  to  every  feeling  mind,  but  alfo  becaufe 
an  extraordinary  account  of  this  Princefs  appeared  in  France.  Soon  after  her  delivery, 
it  is  faid,  fhe  perfuaded  her  attendants  to  circulate  a  report  of  her  death  ;  and  her  huf- 
band, who  paid  no  attention  to  her  during  her  illnefs,  ordered  her  to  be  buried  without 
delay  ;  a  piece  of  wood  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  the  body,  was  interred  in  the  cathe- 
dral, and  the  Princefs  made  her  efcape  into  Fi-ance.  Apprehenfive  of  difcovery,  fhe 
embarked  for  Louifiana,  and  married  a  French  ferjeant,  who  had  formerly  been  at 
Peterfburgh,  to  whom  fhe  bore  a  daughter.  In  1752  fhe  came  with  her  hufband  to 
Paris,  was  difcovered  as  fhe  was  walking  in  the  Thuilleries  by  Marfhal  Saxe,  who  pro- 

*  MuUer  in  Buf.  xv,  p.  237.  f  MuUerand  Bruce. 
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mifed  fecrecy,  and  procured  a  commiflion  for  her  hufband  In  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon, 
Having  loft  her  hufband  and  child,  fhe,  in  1754,  returned  to  Paris  with  a  negro  woman. 
The  bills  upon  the  Eaft  India  Company,  which  fhe  brought  in  her  hufband's  name, 
being  refufed  becaufe  fhe  could  not  prove  herfelf  to  be  his  wife ;  a  gentleman,  whom 
fhe  had  known  in  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon,  offered  his  afTiftance,  which  fhe  declined.  She 
confelTed  to  this  gentleman  her  real  charafter ;  and  from  him  the  author  of  the  account 
pretends  to  have  received  thefe  anecdotes ;  adding,  fhe  foon  afterwards  difappeared, 
and  retired  to  the  court  of  her  nephew  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  In  this  v/ondert\iI 
narrative,  the  King  of  France,  it  is  faid,  privately  acknowledged  her,  and  even  enjoined 
the  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon  to  pay  her  the  honours  due  to  her  rank.  It  is 
added,  that  the  fame  Monarch,  in  a  letter  written  with  his  own  hand,  communicated 
this  difcovery  to  the  Emprefs  of  Germany,  (then  Oueen  of  Hungary,)  who  thanked  the 
King  for  his  intelligence,  and  immediately  wrote  to  the  fuppofed  Princefs  as  to  her  aunt, 
advifed  her  to  quit  her  hufband  and  child,  whom  the  King  of  France  had  promifed  to 
provide  for,  and  invited  her  to  Vienna. 

Although  I  had  little  reafon  to  give  credit  to  an  anonymous  author ;  and  the  whole 
ftory  bears  the  air  of  fidion,  I  made  it  the  fubjedt  of  my  refearches.  I  found,  on  in- 
quiry, that  the  circumftances  of  her  death  could  not  be  doubted,  and  accorded  with  the 
accounts  which  I  have  before  related  ;  I  was,  moreover,  informed  by  a  Ruffian  noble- 
man, that  his  mother  attended  the  Princefs  in  her  ilinefs  ;  that  fhe  was  a  witnefs  to  her 
laft  moments,  and  faw  the  corpfe  laid  in  ftate,  when  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  admitted 
to  kifs  the  hand  of  the  deceafed  *. 

It  is  certain,  from  a  pafTage  in  a  letter  from  the  King  of  Pruflla  to  d'AIembert,  that  a 
woman  appeared  at  Brunfwic,  pretending  to  be  the  deceafed  wife  of  the  Tzarovitch  ; 
and  it  is  no  lefs  certain  that  fhe  was  an  impoftor. 

*  In  L'Evefque's  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  there  is  an  ample  detail  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  this  anecdote  of 
the  Priiicefs's  efcape  and  adventures.  It  firft  made  its  appearance  in  Richer's  Continuation  of  the  Abbe 
Marcy's  Hiftoire  Moderne,  afterwards  in  BoITu's  Nouveaux  Voyage  dans  I'Amerique  Septentrionale  ;  and 
was  lately  revived  in  "  Pieces  intereflantes  et  peu  connues,  pour  fervir  a  I'Hiftoire  ;"  in  which,  as  an  ad- 
ditional authority,  it  is  qualified  as  an  extraft  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Duclos,  fecretary  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  and  Hiftoriographer  of  France.  The  anecdote,  like  all  other  ftories  which  are  improved 
in  their  progrefs,  is  drefTcd  in  fomewhat  different  fliapes :  in  one  the  name  of  the  hulband  is  d'Auban,  in 
the  other  Moldack ;  in  one  (he  marries  a  third  time,  and  again  becomes  a  widow  :  the  circumftances  of  her 
efcape  are  alfo  varioufly  related,  and  in  all  with  the  moft  evident  marks  of  falfehood,  and  abfolute  contra- 
diftion  to  the  moft  undoubted  fafts ;  fuch  as  that  fhe  was  aflifted  in  her  efcape  by  the  Countefs  of  Koningf- 
mark,  although  there  was  no  lady  of  that  name  about  her  perfon,  or  at  Peterlburgh  ;  that  the  body  of  the 
Princefs  was  interred  almoft  at  the  inftant  of  her  deceafc,  and  without  any  funeral  honours  ;  that  Peter  I. 
■was  not  at  Peter/burgh  when  flie  died  ;  that  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  before  her  time  of  a  Princefs,  with  many 
fimilar  afTertions,  which  fcarcely  deferve  any  ferious  refutation.  The  reader,  who  is  dcfirous  of  further  in- 
formation on  the  fubjeft,  is  referred  to  L'Evefque  Hiftoire  de  Ruffie,  Tom.  iv.  p.  384—3X9;  and  to  the 
latter  part  of  Muller's  account.  Von  der  Princeffen  von  Wolfenbuttel,  in  Buf.  Hill.  Mag.  xv.  p.  239  to 
241.  An  cxtraft  alfo  of  the  principal  circumftances  of  this  ftory  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 
and  from  thence  inferted  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1776. 

"  Je  puis  vous  repondre  avec  plus  de  precision  fur  le  fiijct  de  cette  dame  qui  pretendoit  pafTer  pour  I'epoufe 
du  czarowitz  ;  fon  impoflure  a  ete  decouverte  a  Brunfwic,  oii  elle  a  pafFe  peu  de  mois  apres  la  mort  de  celle 
dont  elle  emprunta  le  nom  ;  elle  y  regut  quelques  charites,  avec  ordrc  de  quitter  le  pays,  et  de  ne  jamais 
prendre  un  iiora  dont  fa  naiffance  I'ecartoit  fi  fort."    Correfp.  du  Roi  de  PruiTc  a  d'AIembert,  ii.  p,  i^S^ 
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No.  I.— ■Various  Opinions  concerning  the  Tzar -who  reigned  under  the  name  of  Demetrius.— • 

Proofs  that  he  was  no  Impofior. 

THESE  are  the  principal  circumftances  in'Yhe  adventures  of  the  perfon,  who  feated 
himfelf  upon  the  Ruffian  throne  under  the  name  of  Demetrius.  His  hiflory  is  involved 
in  contradiftion  and  obfcurity  :  unbiafled,  however,  by  the  prejudices  of  either  partv, 
let  us  compare  with  candour  their  oppofite  reprefentations,  and  endeavour  to  afcertain, 
whether  he  was  an  impoftor,  or  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitcb. 

They  who  contend  that  he  was  an  impoftor,  thus  relate  his  hiftory :  He  was  of  the 
family  of  Otrepief ;  his  real  name  was  George,  which  upon  his  afluming  the  monaftic 
habit  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  changed  into  Gregory,  and  was  generally 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Grifka  *  Otrepief:  for  fome  time  he  refided  atSufdal,  and 
having  wandered  from  convent  to  convent,  was  confecrated  deacon  in  the  monaftery 
of  Tchudof  at  Mofcow,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Patriarch  in  tranfcribing  books 
for  the  fervice  of  the  church.  It  is  not  afcertained,  even  from  thefe  accounts  of  his  life, 
at  what  period  he  firft  ftyled  himfelf  Demetrius.  Some  report,  that  while  he  continued 
in  the  monaftery  of  Tchudof,  he  obtained  the  moft  minute  information  relative  to  the 
perfon  and  charader  of  the  Prince,  and  even  began  to  affume  his  name,  for  which  he 
was  deemed  infane,  and  excited  the  laughter  of  the  monks.  Others  obferve,  that  he 
was  in  pofleffion  of  feveral  jewels  which  formerly  belonged  to  Demetrius ;  and  having 
one  day  declared  that  he  fhould  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  was  confined  by  order  of 
Boris  Godunof,  in  a  diftant  monaftery,  from  which  he  efcaped  into  Poland.  On  the 
contrary,  Margaret,  who  afferts  that  he  is  the  true  Demetrius,  gives  the  following 
detail : 

Demetrius  being  refcued  from  aflafllnation  by  the  fubftitution  f  of  another  child,  was 
fecretly  educated  in  Ruffia  until  the  ele£Hon  of  Boris  Godunof,  when  he  was  conveyed 
into  Poland  under  the  care  of  the  monk  Grifka,  which  afterwards  gave  rife  to  the  report 

that 

*•  Griflca,  in  the  Rufllan  tongue,  fignifies  little  Gregory.  He  was  called  alfo  Roftriga,  or  Deferter, 
from  having  dcferted  his  convent. 

\  The  principal  objeftion  to  the  account  of  Margaret,  arifes  from  the  difRciilty  of  fubftituting  a  child 
fn  the  place  of  Demetrius,  particularly  if  the  fon  of  his  nurfe  was  one  of  the  affanins  ;  and  if  Vafllh'  Shu- 
ifki  examined  the  bod)  of  the  deceafed,  foon  after  the  fuppofed  aflafllnation.  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  his  mother  had  fufficient  reafon  to  be  on  her  guard  againft  the  attempts  of  Boris  Godunof ;  for  it  is 
evident  that  fuch  attempts  were  made  before,  from  a  paflage  in  Fletcher,  who  was  at  Mofcow  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Feodor's  reign.  "  Befides  the  Emperor  that  now  is,  who  hath  no  child,  nor  ever  like  to  have, 
tliere  is  but  one  more,  a  child  of  fix  or  feven  years  old,  in  whom  reftcth  all  the  hope  of  the  fucceffion,  and 
the  pofterity  of  that  houfe.  He  is  kept  in  a  remote  place  from  Mofl<o,  under  the  tuition  of  his  mother, 
and  her  kindred  of  the  houfe  of  the  Nagais  ;  yet  not  fafe  (as  I  have  heard) /;oot  attempts  nf  ma  Ling  aiuoy  by 
praSke  of  fome  that  afp'tre  to  the  fuccejfton,  if  this  Emperor  die  -without  iffue,"     Fletcher's  Ruffia,  thap.  v. 

With  refpeft  to  the  privity  of  the  nurfe,  and  her  fon,  the  witneis  of  the  bell-ringer,  and  the  tellimony  of 
Vaffili  Shuilki,  L'Evefque  makes  thefe  judicious  obfervations  : 

"  Mais  ces  circonftances  font  elles  bien  confirmees.  Tous  les  afTaflins  du  Tzarevitch  fiirent  maflacres 
prefqu'  aufli-tot  qu'ils  eurent  commis  ce  crime.  lis  n'ont  point  ete  interroges,  on  n'a  rien  fu  de  kur  boiiche. 
Un  fonneurde  la  cathcdrale  fut  temoin  du  meurtre  de  Dmitri.     Mais  qui  a  reju  fon  tcmoignage  I    Eft  il 
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that  Grlflva  had  perfonated  Demetrius.  As  a  proof  that  they  were  two  diftlnft  perfons, 
he  informs  us,  that  Boris  Godunof  fent  repeated  expreffes  to  his  guards  on  the  fron- 
tiers, to  prevent  all  travellers  fi-om  quitting  the  country,  even  fhould  they  be  provided 
with  paflports  ;  for  two  traitors  were  endeavouring  to  efcape  into  Poland.  Margaret 
adds,  Grifka  was  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  Demetrius  fcarcely  twenty  four ;  Griilca 
accompanied  the  new  Tzar  to  Mofcow,  and  was  feen  by  many  in  that  city,  being  a  per- 
fon  well  known,  and  having  a  brother  who  poffefled  an  eftate  near  Galitz  ;  he  was 
notorious  before  his  flight  into  Poland  for  drunkennefs,  and  on  account  of  his  mifcon- 
duft,  was  banilhed  by  Demetrius  to  Yaroflaf.  Margaret,  moreover,  was  informed  by 
an  Enc^lifli  merchant  of  Yaroflaf,  well  acquainted  with  Grifka,  that  the  monk,  on  re- 
ceiving the  news  of  the  Tzar's  death,  and  even  after  the  eleftion  of  Vafllli  Shuiflii,  fo- 
lemnly  protefl:ed  that  he,  Demetrius,  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaflllievitch ;  and  that  he 
himfelf  was  Grilka  Otrepief,  who  had  conduced  the  Prince  into  Poland.  Soon  after- 
wards Grifl^a  was  conveyed  to  Mofcow  by  order  of  Vafllli  Shuifki,  and  difappeared. 
(Margaret,  152  to  157.)         _ 

If  this  narrative  is  authentic,  even  according  to  the  confeflion  of  Muller,  it  com- 
pletely refutes  the  reprefentation  of  the  oppofite  party.  In  what  manner  then  does 
this  ingenious  author  attempt  to  difcredit  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  Margaret  ?  "  But 
how,"  fays  he,  "  can  we  imagine,  that  any  one  could  ever  hold  two  perfons  to  be  the 
fame  individual,  at  a  time  when  the  contrary  could  be  eafily  proved  ?"  The  contrary 
indeed  could  be  eafily  proved  during  the  reign  of  Demetrius,  when  Griflca  was  at 
Mofcow  or  at  Yaroflaf,  and  at  a  time  when  few  Rufllans  doubted  the  faft ;  but  the 
aflfertion  was  not  fo  eafily  refuted  when  Grilka  difappeared,  and  when  no  perfon  durfl; 
contradicl  the  nvanifefto  of  Vaflili  Shuiflii.  "  Let  us  fuppofe,"  adds  Mr.  Mulier,  "  that 
the  oppofite  party,  in  defiance  of  all  truth,  firfl;  invented  fo  groundlefs  a  fable  ;  let  us 
fuppofe  that  Grilka  was  immediately  baniflied,  as  foon  as  the  enemies  of  Demetrius  made 
the  latter  pafs  for  that  monk;  how  does  it  happen  that  no  writer  befide  Margaret*,  has 
taken  notice  of  fo  remarkable  a  circumfl ance  ?"  It  is  generally  allowed  that  one  good 
evidence  ought  to  outweigh  a  crowd  of  prejudiced  witnefles  ;  fo  that  if  Margaret's  cre- 
dibility is  fuperior  to  that  of  his  opponents,  we  mufl;  aflent  to  the  truth  of  his  account. 
And  who  are  the  writers  whole  authority  is  preferred  to  that  of  Margaret  ?  The  native 
hiftorians,  who  wrote  after  the  acceflion  of  Vaflili  Shuiflii ;  but  their  teflimony  cannot 
be  admitted  in  this  cafe ;  for  could  any  Ruffian  venture  to  contradift  the  manifefto  of 


ineme  certain  que  ce  temoin  ait  exifte  ?  Si  les  aflaffiiis  furent  trompcs,  n'ait-il  pas  pu  I'ttre  lui  mSme,  et 
prendre  pour  It  Tzarevitch  un  enfant  du  mcme  age  !  Ne  convient-on-pas  que  Boris,  &c.  Mais  Choui/ki, 
mais  Clechnin  fiirent  envoyes  a  Oiiglitch  par  Boris  ;  ils  virent  et  reconnurent  le  corps  du  Tzarevitch  et  lui 
rendirent  les  honneurs  funebres.  Eh  !  fait-ou  ce  qu'ont  vu  ces  deux  einifLires  de  Boris,  ce  qu'ils  hii  ont 
rapporte  en  fecrct  ?  Le  corps  mcme  qu'ils  examinerent,  defigure  par  des  blcfliires,  et  garde  long-temps 
fans  ctre  embaume,  devrait  etre  meconnaiflable.  On  ignore  abfolument  ce  qu'ils  ont  Hccouvett,  et  ce  qu'ils 
ont  penfc.  S'ils  ont  dcbite  a  leur  retour  une  fable  concerlte  eiitr'eux  et  le  miniftre,  ils  n'ont  pu  dans  Ic 
fuite  faire  connaitre  la  vtrite,  fans  avouer  qu'ils  avoient  ete  dts  fourbes  vendus  a  un  Icelerat,"  &c.  Vol.  iii. 
p.  227 — In  a  word,  the  belief  that  a  child  was  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  Demetrius,  though  liable  to 
many  objeftions,  is  yet  attended  with  much  fewer  difficulties,  than  the  notion  that  the  Tzar  who  reigned 
under  the  name  of  Demetiius  was  an  impoftor. 

•  Margaret,  however,  does  not  iland  iingle  in  fuppofing  Griflja,  and  him  who  pafTed  for  Demetrius,  to 
be  dillind.  perfons.  For  among  others,  Conrad  Buflan,  who  was  prefent  at  Mofcow  during  the  troubles, 
afferts,  that  Demetrius  was  the  natural  fon  of  Stephen  Bathori,  King  of  Poland,  which  is  lufScient  to  fliow 
that  the  report  prevailed  at  the  time  that  the  Tzar  and  Grilka  were  different  perfons.  S.  R.  G.  vol.  v. 
p.  191. 
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the  fovereign,  or  call  in  queflion  the  fanflity  of  the  relics  eftubli/hcd  by  a  decree  of  the 
church  *  ? 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  however,  that  one  author  is  not  liable  to  thefe  fufpicion?. 
*'  Petreius,"  continues  Muller,  "  has  given,  in  many  inlhnces,  the  moll:  cxaft  intelli- 
gence, and  has  demonflrated  the  impolture  of  tlie  falfe  Demetrius  with  many  proofs. 
Is  it  poffible,  therefore,  to  fuppofe  him  ignorant  that  Demetrius  and  Grifka  were  two 
diflerent  perfons,  if  that  faft  had  been  well  grounded  ?"  Here  then  the  tollimony  of 
Petreius  is  put  in  the  oppofite  fcale  againft  that  of  IMargarct ;  both  foreigners,  both 
prefent  at  Mofcow  at  the  time  of  the  infurrcttion,  both  fuppofed  to  be  unbialfed  by  the 
civil  and  religious  prejudices  of  the  Ruifians  ;  yet  both  of  diflerfnt  fentiu-ients.  Let  us 
therefore  examise  their  charader  and  fituaticn,  and  confider  whether  any  circumftances 
render  one  writer  more  worthy  of  credit  than  the  other.  Margaret  was  a  Frenchman, 
who  entered  the  Ruffian  fervice  in  the  reign  of  Boris  Godunof,  was  prefent  in  the  army 
fent  againff  Demetrius,  and  always  afted  with  approved  bravery  and  fidelity.  i\fter- 
wards,  when  Demetrius  afcended  the  throne,  he  was  continued  in  his  fervice  as  captain 
of  the  guards.  He  poffeffed,  therefore,  many  opportunities  of  inveltigating  his  real 
hiQory,  and  he  has  recorded  it  in  his  "  Eftat  de  I'Empire  de  RuHie,  Sic."  which,  on  his 
return  to  France,  he  publifhed  at  the  command  of  Henry  IV. 

Muller,  however,  objeds  to  the  authenticity  of  Margaret's  nari'ative :  "  A  witnefs  of 
this  fort  would  not  be  admitted  in  any  court  of  jullice,  and  cannot,  in  this  inftance,  merit 
our  belief.  His  judgment  might  be  warped  ;  partly  from  confidering  it  as  a  difgrace 
to  have  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  an  impoflor,  and  partly  from  not  being  well  ufed  by 
the  oppofite  party  after  the  death  of  the  falfe  Demetrius.  Hence  he  might  be  enticed, 
from  motives  of  refentment,  to  brand  with  infamy  the  enemies  of  Demetrius,  and  to 
treat  as  mere  falfehoods  all  the  reports  of  the  impoftor's  real  origin.  We  mull,  there- 
fore, accufe  Margaret  either  of  having  advanced  a  falfehood  j  or  fuppofe  that  he  had 
heard  of  another  Otrepief,  who  was  at  that  time  prefent  at  Mofcow,  and  whom  he 
flrangely  confounds  with  GrilT^a  f."  This  is  the  only  objeftion  which  even  the  inge- 
nuity of  Muller  can  urge  againft  Margaret. 

Petreius,  whofe  authority  is  fondly  preferred  to  that  of  Margaret,  was  minifter  \  fronii 
Charles  IX.  King  of  Sweden,  to  the  court  of  Mofcow  in  the  reigns  of  Boris  Godunof,. 
Demetrius,  and  ValTili  Shuifld.  The  clofe  conneQion  of  Demetrius  with  Sigifmond 
King  of  Poland,  induced  Charles  IX.  to  tender  his  affiftance  to  Boris  Godunof,  upon 
the  firft  entrance  of  the  new  claimant  into  Ruflia.  Charles  is  alfo  reprefented  as  greatly 
abrmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius,  and  after  his  aflaffination  concluded  a  treaty  of  the 
ftrideft  amity  with  Vaffili  Shuilki.     It  was  therefore  the  intereft  of  the  Swedilh  court  to 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  many  too- bold  to  fet  afide  the  authority  of  all  the  Ruffian  hiftorians,. 
who  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  obtained  better  intelligence  than  foreigners.  But  Muller  calls  in  queiliou 
the  teftimony  of  a  Ruffian  Ambaflador  in  favour  of  Demetrius,  becaufe  he  wrote  at  a  time  when  he  was 
upon  the  throne,  and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  nation  ;  for  the  fame  reafon,  therefore,  we  muft  fet 
afide  tht  evidence  of  the  Ruffians  who  wrote  after  his  aflaffination,  and  at  a  time  when  his  impofture  was 
made  an  article  of  the  public  faith. 

Indeed,  if  it  is  confidered  the  fufpicious  documents  from  which  the  Ruffian  authors  drew  their  materials,, 
this  mode  of  reafonlng  will  npt  appear  uujullifiable.  Of  all  the  Ruffian  writings  relating  to  the  hiftory  of 
Demetrius,  cited  by  Muller,  the  principal  are  the  manitcfto  of  Shuiflii,  and  a  manufcripi  account  of  the  tiou. 
bles,  compiled  by  order  of  the  Tzar  Michael,  and  fent  to  the  King  of  France  as  a  juftification  of  the  war 
againft  Sweden.  But  fuch  documents  iffiiing  trom  government  muft  in  this  inftance  be  allowed  to  be  ex- 
ceptionable. In  all  affairs,  wherein  national  prejudices  are  not  concerned,  the  evidence  of  a  native  is  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  foreigners  ;  but  the  teftimony  of  foreigners  becomes  fuperior,  when  the  natives  are  warped 
by  fear  or  prejudice. 

•^  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  182  and  193.  %  Dalin's  Gefchichte  von  Schweden,  vol,  iv.  p.  475, 
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reprefent  Demetrius  ns  an  unpoflor  •,  and  Petreius,  as  Swedifli  minifter,  naturally  coun- 
tenanced the  report  patronized  by  his  mafter.  But  (hould  we  even  allow  that  Petreius 
was  not  influenced  in  his  judgment  by  the  politics  of  his  own  court ;  yet,  as  an  author, 
he  is  liable  to  great  exception :  for  the  numberlefs  fiftions  and  grofs  mifreprefentations 
which  he  retails  in  his  Chronicle,  prove  extreme  pronenefs  to  credulity  *.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  credibility  of  Margaret  Itands  unimpeached,  and  even  the  penetrating  fagacity 
of  Muller  himfelf  can  only  difcovtr  in  his  work  a  few  trifling  errors.  It  appears  then, 
that  both  as  to  charafter  and  fituation,  the  teftimony  of  Margaret  is  preferable  to  that 
of  Petreius  ;  and  if  the  quefliion  is  to  be  ultimately  decided  by  one  of  thefe  two  writers, 
whofe  authority  is  the  mod  unqueftionable,  the  Tzar  who  reigned  under  the  name  of 
Demetrius  was  no  impofl:or,  but  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. 

I  fhall  now  throw  together  fome  particulars,  which,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  enu- 
merated, induce  me  to  efpoufe  the  opinion  that  the  Tzar  was  no  impoltor. 

I.  The  conduct  of  Boris  Godunof.  2.  Suppofed  refemblance  between  the  real  De- 
metrius and  the  perfon  who  reigned  in  his  name.  3.  His  fuccefs  and  conduft  upon  the 
throne.  4.  Teftimony  of  lilaria  Feodorofna.  5.  Arguments  ufed  by  the  Ruffians  to 
prove  the  impofture. 

1.  The  condudt  of  Boris  Godunof  plainly  demonftrates  that  he  thought  him  the  real 
Demetrius.  For  otherwife,  why  did  he  not  produce  Maria  Feodorofna,  and  obtain  her 
public  avowal  that  her  fon  was  not  alive  ?  Her  teftimony  at  that  time  would  have  un- 
queftionably  afcertained  the  impofture  of  the  perfon,  who  claimed  the  throne  as  her 
offspring.  Probably  Boris  Godunof  examined  her  privately,  and  finding  her  to  perfift 
in  her  aflertion  that  Demetiius  had  efcaped  from  Uglitz,  he  removed  her  to  a  convent 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  Mofcow,  that  Ihe  might  not  fandion  the  pretenfions  of 
his  rival. 

2.  The  fuppofed  refemblance  between  tlie  Prince  Demetrius,  who  was  educated  at 
Uglitz,  and  the  perfon  who  reigned  under  his  name.  He  had  a  wart  under  the  right 
eye,  and  one  arm  fliorter  than  the  other.  "  But  how  is  it  known,"  faid  Muller,  "  that 
the  Prince  had  thefe  defeds  ?  for  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian  narratives,  but 
only  related  by  foreigners,  who  had  never  feen  him.  May  we  not  therefore  fuppofe 
them  mere  inventions,  calculated  to  difplay  fome  refemblance  between  the  true  and 
falfe  Demetrius  f  ?"  To  this  we  may  reply,  that  the  Ruffian  accounts,  evidently  com- 
piled after  this  period,  and  chiefly  taken  from  the  manifeftos  of  government,  would 
never  record  any  circumftance  which  might  tend  to  favour  a  likenefs  between  a  perfon 
whom  they  ftyled  an  impoftor,  and  the  young  Prince.  And  it  may  be  added,  if  the 
Tzar  alledged  the  wart  under  his  right  eye,  and  the  fliortnefs  of  his  arm,  as  proofs  of 
his  being  the  real  Demetrius  ;  who  can  fuppofe  that  the  Prince  had  not  thefe  defers, 
when  there  were  fo  many  perfons  of  the  firft  diftinftion  who  could  contradict  the  truth 

*  Muller  has  noticed  and  correfted  innumerable  errors,  relative  to  the  mod  important  tranfaftions,  in 
the  Chronicle  of  Petreius.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  mention  them,  I  (hall  therefore  only  relate  one,  which 
unqueftionably  proves  the  credulity  of  Petreius.  "  Feodor  Ivanovitch,"  fays  that  author,  "  upon  his  death 
bed,  being  rcquefted  by  the  nobility  to  name  a  fucceiTor,  anfwered,  •  That  perfon  to  whom  I  fhall  deliver 
my  fceptre  fhall  be  Tzar  after  me.'  Soon  afterwards  he  offered  it  to  Feodor  Nikitich  Romanof ;  but  he 
delivered  it  to  his  brother  Alexander,  who  gave  it  to  a  third  called  John,  who  prefented  it  to  a  fourth  called 
Michael.  The  latter  pafTed  it  to  another  nobleman  :  at  laft  the  Tzar  threw  the  fceptre  from  him,  crying 
out  in  a  pafTion,  •  Take  it  who  will ;'  upon  which  Boris  took  it  up,  and  the  Tzar  died  immediately." 
This  idiculous  tale  is  contradifted  by  the  moft  authentic  records,  by  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  fubfequcnt 
eleftion  of  Boris  Godunof;  and  yet  this  is  the  writer  whofe  authority  is  oppofed  to  Margaret.  See 
S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  64,  &c. 

f  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  190. 
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of  the  report  ?  *'  But  even  allowing  the  fact,"  continues  IMulIer,  "  the  conclufion  by 
no  means  follows,  as  the  ftrongeft  refeniblance  has  been  frequently  obferved  between 
two  difierent  perfons ;  and  it  is  likewife  poffible,  that  the  falfe  Demetrius  might  have 
imitated  a  wart  in  his  face,  and  have  feigned  a  defeft  in  his  arm."  It  is  barely  poffible, 
indeed,  to  account  for  thefe  circumftances  in  this  manner  ;  ftili,  however,  they  muft  be 
confidered,  though  not  as  pofitive,  yet  as  prefumptive  evidence  in  his  favour,  efpecially 
when  joined  to  collateral  proofs. 

3.  The  fuccefs  of  his  enterprize,  and  conduft  upon  the  throne,  feem  to  prove  that  he 
was  the  real  Demetrius.  He  entered  Ruffia  with  an  inconfiderable  force,  which  in- 
creafed  as  he  advanced  ;  and  though  totally  defeated,  and  alniofl:  deferted  by  the  Poles, 
yet  his  army  was  foon  recruited,  and  became  more  formidable  than  before  his  difcora- 
fiture.  Perfons  of  the  firft  diftindion  joined  him  from  all  quarters,  and  the  more  he 
became  perfonally  known  to  the  Ruffians,  the  greater  number  of  partizans  flocked  to 
his  ftandard.  Nor  did  this  feem  owing  to  any  want  of  popularity  in  Boris  Godunof, 
whofe  adminiftration  was  greatly  refpefted  for  vigour  and  wifdom  ;  it  rather  proceeded 
fi-om  a  general  conviQion  that  he  was  Demetrius.  When  feated  upon  the  throne  he 
did  not  afl:  like  an  impoftor.  Had  he  been  one,  he  would  fcarcely  have  pardoned  Vaf* 
fili  Shuilki,  who  had  thrown  doubts  upon  the  reality  of  his  defcent.  Inltead  of  dif- 
believing  the  ftrong  reports  of  an  impending  infurrefition,  he  would  have  turned  a  ready- 
ear  to  flighteft  rumours  of  plots  and  machinations,  and  have  taken  every  precaution 
againfl  them.  In  a  word,  his  general  character  was  as  thoughtlefs  and  inconfiderate  as 
it  was  open  and  fincere ;  but  above  all,  his  freedom  from  fufpicion  and  jealoufy  were 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  an  ufurper  *. 

4.  The  conduft  of  Maria  Feodorofna  muft  be  admitted  as  fupporting  the  fame  fide 
of  the  queftion.  After  having  openly  acknowledged  him  for  her  fon,  (he  is  faid  to  have 
publicly  difowned  him.  If  both  the  avowal  and  denial  were  equally  public,  they  both 
might  have  been  extorted  by  fear,  and  her  teftimony  muft  be  confidered  as  null.  For 
what  credit  can  tlTat  woman  deferve  who  at  one  time  admitted  a  perfon  to  be  her  fon, 
and  at  another  rejefted  him  ?  We  may  obferve,  however,  this  difference,  that  in  one  in- 
ftance  ftie  owned  him  in  perfon ;  in  the  other,  Ihe  was  not  confronted  with  him,  but  her 
anfwer  was  brought  by  Vaffili  Shuilki  f,  who  was  moft  interefted  to  prove  him  an  iiii- 
poftor.  It  therefore  follows,  that  if  (as  feems  to  be  the  cafe)  her  avowal  was  public, 
and  her  denial  was  not,  the  former  is  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  the  latter,  and  her 

teftimony  muft  be  admitted  in  his  favour  |. 

5.  The 

*  "  Puis  parlons,"  fays  Margaret,  "  de  fa  clemence,  envers  un  chacun  apres  qu'il  fut  reccu  en  Mofco, 
£t  principalement  envers  Vacilli  Choutfqui,  lequel  fut  convaincu  de  traliifon,  &c.  et  mefmes  fut  ledit  Deme- 
trius prid  par  tous  les  afliftans  de  le  faire  mourir,  vu  qu'ils  s'ellait  toujours  trouve  prttuibatcur  du  repos 
public.  Je  park  comme  ayant  ouy  et  veu  le  tout  de  mes  oreilks.  Ce  non  obftant  il  luy  pardoniia,  com- 
bien  que  Demeliius  f^avoit  bien  que  nul  n'ofoit  afpirer  a  la  couroiine  que  la  dite  maifon  de  Chouitfqui. 
11  pardonna  aufli  a  pluiieurs  autres ;   car  il  cftoit  fans  foup9oii,"  p.  17  i. 

•  Si  il  fe  (ut  fcnty  couDable  en  aucune  cliofe,  il  euft  eu  jufte  fujet  de  croire  les  macliinations  et  trahifons 
complottces  tt  trammces' centre  fa  perfoniie,  des  quelles  il  etcit  aiTez  adverty,  ct  y  euft  pii  remedier  avtc 
grande  facilite,"  p.  1  74.  r  1.  /•  uin.  j- 

f  Mr.  MuUer  fays,  Vaffili  Shuifki  tool  the  trouble  of  repairing  hmfelj  io  the  convent.     Gab  fich  febllt  die 

muche.  ... 

X  The  Ruffian  authors  affert,  that  at  the  time  when  the  relics  were  conveyed  to  Mofcow,  (he  publicly 
retraced  her  former  teftimony  in  his  favour,  upon  their  firft  interview  near  Mofcow  ;  confefling  that  (he 
had  been  induced  by  threats,  as  well  as  from  a  d'efire  of  procuring  her  liberty,  to  acknowledge  an  alien  for 
>ier  fon.  But  how  are  we  certain  that  (lie  really  made  this  puWic  confefTion  ?  Its  truth  entirely  refts 
upon  the  RufTian  papers,  which  cannot,  in  this  il')fta.^ce,  be  tfteemed  authentic  records.      Why  was  her 
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5.  The  vo-y  arguments  advanced  by  the  Rufllans  to  prove  his  impoflure,  ftrongly 
eftablifh  the  contrary  pofition.  For  how  was  the  reality  of  his  imperial  defcent  invali- 
dated by  his  being  a  forcerer,  an  heretic,  or  a  niufician;  by  his  predileftion  to  the  Poles, 
not  bowing  to  the  image  of  St.  Nicholas,  not  bathing,  eating  veal,  and  fuch  frivolous  ac- 
cufations?  Does  not  the  adoption  of  thefe  nugatory  infinuaiions  befpeak  a  great  defi- 
ciency of  folid  arguments  ?  They  may  incline,  indeed,  the  Ruffians  to  believe  him  an 
ufurper,  but  do  not  prove  him  one  in  the  eyes  of  difpaffionate  judges.  The  truth  feems 
to  be,  that  as  he  began  to  lofe  the  afteftion  of  his  fubjeds  by  his  inconfiderate  contempt 
of  their  cufloms  and  religion,  thefe,  and  many  other  unfavourable  reports,  calculated 
to  raife  and  increafe  the  popular  odium,  were  circulated  by  the  intrigues  of  Vaffili  Shu- 
ifki,  who,  upon  his  afl'affination,  was  raifed  to  the  throne. 

The  fame  remarks  extend,  with  flill  greater  force,  to  the  aflertion,  that  the  body  in- 
terred at  Uglitz  was  that  of  the  real  Demetrius  from  its  uncorrupted  (late,  and  the  mi- 
racles it  performed.  For  the  uncorrupted  ftate  of  the  body,  when  firfi;  conveyed  to 
Mofcow,  evidently  proves  ir"  to  have  been  fuppofititious  ;  and  the  miracles  it  is  laid  to 
have  performed  will  convert  no  profelytes  without  the  pale  of  the  Ruffian  church. 
When  every  expedient  failed  of  convincing  the  generality  of  the  Ruffians,  that  the  Tzar 
was  an  impoftor,  recourfe  was  had  to  pretended  miracles  and  facred  relics.  And  it  mufl 
be  allowed,  that  this  method  of  convincing  an  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  people,  who 
doubted  (and  there  were  many  who  doubted)  was  a  ftroke  of  the  moft  confummate  po- 
licy }  as  by  thefe  means  the  affertions  of  Vaffili  Shuifki  were  fanftioned  by  an  ecclefi- 
aftical  decree ;  and  the  impoftureof  his  rival  became  an  article  of  public  faith.  Indeed, 
fuch  is  the  fuperftition  with  which  the  ufurpation  of  Grifka  is  ftill  maintained,  that  even 
at  this  diftance  of  time  no  Ruffian  hidorian  could  venture  to  hint  that  Demetrius  was 
not  affaffinatcd  at  Uglitz,  and  that  the  perfon  who  alTumed  his  name  was  not  Griflia : 
for  it  would  be  contradiQing  a  fundamental  principle  of  belief,  and  rejeding  the  relics 
of  a  faint  much  revered  in  this  country. 

No.  II. — Geographical  Div'ifion  of  the  Ritjfian  Empire  into  Governments ^  Provinces,  and 

Dijirias. 

AS  the  new  divifion  of  Ruffiainto  governments,  provinces,  and  diftrifls,  by  Catharine 
the  Second,  has  totally  altered  the  geography  of  that  vaft  empire ;  and  as  no  accurate 
account  of  the  general  divifion  yet  given  to  the  public  has  fallen  under  my  obfervation,. 
I  ffiall  here  fubjoin  a  lift  communicated  to  me  in  February  1785,  from  undoubted  au- 
thority. 

In  comparing  this  lift  of  governments  with  that  given  in  book  6.  ch.  i.  of  this  work, 
the  reader  will  find  a  difference  in  the  number  and  names  of  the  govei-nments  ;  for  in- 
ftance,  this  lift  enumerates  forty-one,  the  other  forty  governments.  This  lift  mentions 
the  governments  of  Archangel,  Catherinenflaf,  Olonetz,  and  Caucafus  ;  and  the  other 
thofe  of  Aftracan,  Azof,  and  New  Ruffia.  But  this  difference  may  eafily  be  recon- 
ciled, by  confidering  that  the  former  lift  was  made  in  1782,  the  latter  in  1784,  when  fe- 


publi'c  recantation  poflponed  to  fo  late  a  period  I  and  why  was  flie  not  confronted  with  the  Tzar,  when  he 
repeatedly  appealed  to  her  teftimony  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  his  being  the  real  Demetrius  ?  Have  we 
sot  every  reafon  to  conclude,  either  that  fhe  did  not  publicly  retraift  her  former  alTeverations  in  his  favour  ; 
»r  that,  being  in  Vafiili  Shuiflci's  power,  (he  was  finally  compelled  to  ad  in  fubferviency  to  his  mandate  ? 

veral 
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veral  alterations  had  taken  place  in  the  names  of  the  governments,  particularly  that 
Olonetz  was  formerly  included  in  the  government  of  Novogorod,  and  Archangel  in  that 
of  Vologda,  from  which  they  have  been  fince  feparated  ;  that  the  names  of  New  Ruflla 
and  of  Azof  have  been  changed  for  that  of  Ecatherinenflaf ;  and  that  the  government 
of  Caucafus  has  been  lately  added,  and  comprifes  the  government  of  Aftracan. 

Frefent  Divijton  of  the  Rujfian  Empire  into  Governments^  Provinces,  and  Di/iriifs. 

FORTY-ONE    GOVERNMENTS. 

•  I. — Government  of  St.  Peterjburgh. 

This  government  comprifes  that  traft  of  country  called  Ingermanland,  or  Ingria, 
wrefted  by  Peter  the  Great  from  the  Swedes,  and  confirmed  to  the  Ruffians  at  the 
peace  of  Nyftadt," in  1721. — It  is  divided  into  ten  diftrids. 

1.  St.  Peterfburgh. 

2.  Oranienbaum,  on  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

3.  Yfamburgh  on  the  river  Luga,  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

4.  Luga,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  fame  river. 

5.  Narva,  on  the  river  Narova,  which  falls  into  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

6.  Gvof,  near  the  eaft  fide  of  lake  Peipus,  on  the  rivulet  called  Gvofka. 

7.  Rokeftven,  or  Rokeftvenfk,  on  the  rivulet  Oredefh,  falling  into  the  Luga. 

8.  Sophia,  near  Zarlkoe  Zelo. 

9.  Schlueffelburgh,  on  the  Neva,  where  this  river  iffues  from  the  Ladoga. 

1  o.  New  Ladoga,  on  the  river  Volkhof,  between  the  lake  and  the  channel  of  the 
Ladoga. 

IL — Government  of  Olonetz. 

Formerly  included  in  the  government  of  Novogorod. — Contains  five  diftrids. 

I.  Petrofavodlk,  on  the  river  Schua,  falling  into  the  lake  Onega. 

3.  Olonetz,  on  the  river  Olonza,  falling  into  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ladoga. 

3.  Vytegra,  on  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Onega. 

4.  Kargopol,  near  the  river  Onega,  at  its  origin  from  the  lake  Latcha. 

5.  Povenetz,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Onega,  where  the  rapid  rivulet  Povenetz  falls 

into  it. 

IIL — Government  of  Wybitrgh,  or  RiiJJian  Finland. 

This  government  was  formerly  fubjed  to  Sweden,  and  comprized  in  Carelia ;  part 
■was  ceded  to  Ruffia  at  the  peace  of  Nyftadt,  in  172 1,  and  part  by  the  treaty  of  Abo, 
1741. — It  contains  fix  diftrifts. 

1.  Wiburgh,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

2.  Willmanftrand,  near  the  lake  Saima. 

3.  Fredericfliam,  on  the  gulf  of  Finland. 

4.  Nyflot,  near  the  lake  Utrufs. 

5.  Kexholm,  on  two  fmall  iflands  of  the  river  Woxen,  falling  into  the  Ladoga. 
^.  Serdobol,  on  the  north-weftern  fide  of  the  Ladoga. 

5  c  2  IV. — Govern- 
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lY.— Government  of  Revel,  or  Efthonla, 

Revel  was  confirmed  to  the  Swedes  at  the  peace  of  Oliva,  conquered  by  Peter  the 
Great  in  1710,  and  finally  ceded  to  Ruifia  in  1721. — It  contains  five  diftrids. 

1.  Revel  on  the  Baltic  fea. 

2.  Baltic-Port,  about  forty  verfts  weftwards  from  Revel. 

3.  Habfal,  or  Hapfal,  a  maritime  town. 

4.  WeilTenftein,  on  the  rivulet  Salda,  about  eighty  verfts  from  Revel. 

5.  Wefenberg,  about  one  hundred  verfts  from  Revel,  at  about  an  equal  diflance 

from  that  town  and  Narva. 

V. — Government  of  Riga  or  Livonia,  ceded  to  Rujfia  in  1721. 

It  contains  nine  diftrifts. 

1.  Riga,  on  the  Dunna,  fourteen  verils  from  its  mouth. 

2.  Wenden,  on  the  river  Aa. 
2.  Wolmar,  on  the  fame  river. 

4.  Walk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  fouth  (id»of  lake  Wyrtz. 

5.  Werro,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Peipus. 

6.  Dorpt,  on  the  river  Em,  or  Erabak,  which  ifTues  from  the  lake  Wyrtz,  and  falls 

into  the  Peipus. 

7.  Fellin,  on  the  fmall  river  of  the  fame  name. 

8.  Perneau,  on  the  river  of  that  name,  near  the  Baltic  Sea, 

9.  Arenfburgh,  on  the  ifland  Oei'el. 

VI. — Government  of  PJIiof 

A  republic,  fubdued  by  VafTili  Ivanovitch,  and  formerly  comprized  in  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Novogorod. — Contains  nine  diftrids. 

1 .  Pfkof,  called  by  foreigners  Plefkof,  on  the  river  Velika,  or  Velikaia. 

2.  Petchora,  on  the  rivulet  Simfha,  falling  into  the  fouth  part  of  the  Peipus,  or  the 

lake  of  Pikof. 

3.  Oftrof,  or  Oftroffk,  on  an  ifland  of  the  river  Velika. 

4.  Opotchka,  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  river. 

5.  Novorfhef,  on  an  ifland  of  the  fmall  lake  of  Padzo,  through  which  flows  the 

river  Velikaia. 

6.  Velikie  Luki,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  Lovat,  falling  into  the  lake  Ilmen. 

7.  Toropez,  on  the  river  Toropo,  falling  into  the  Duna. 

8.  Kholm,  on  the  river  Lovat. 

9.  Porkof,  on  the  river  Schelef. 

VII. — Government  of  Novogorod. 

A  powerful  republic,  finally  reduced  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  and  united  to  the  Ruf- 
fian empire. — Contains  ten  diftrifts. 

1.  Novogoi-od,  on  the  river  Volkof,  near  the  lake  Ilmen. 

2.  Krefletz,  on  the  river  Khlova,  falling  into  the  Mfta. 

3.  Staraia  Ruffa,  on  the  river  Polifh,  about  fifteen  verfts  fouth  of  the  Ilmen. 

4.  Valdai,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake  of  Valdai. 

5.  Borovitchi,  on  the  River  Mfta. 

6.  Tikhvin,  on  the  rivulet  of  that  name,  falling  into  the  Siafs,  which  difcharges 

itfelf  into  the  Ladoga.  Tm-  n 

^  7.  Uftiufhna, 
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7.  Ufliufiina,  on  the  Mologa,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

8.  Tcherepovetz,  on  the  river  Schekfna,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

9.  Kirilof,  on  the  fame  river. 

lo.  Bieloferlk,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  theBielofero,  near  the  river  Schekfna. 

VIII.' — Government  of  Tver. 

An  independent  principality,  united  to  the  Ruffian  empire  by  Ivan  VaffiHevitch,  and 
comprized  in  the  government  of  Novogorod.  It  was  feparated  from  Novogorod,  and 
was  the  firft  government  eftablilhed  upon  the  new  plan. — Contains  thirteen  diftridts. 

1.  Tver,  on  the  Volga,  where  that  river  is  joined  by  the  Tverza. 

2.  Vyflinei  Volotlhek,  on  the  river  Zna. 

3.  Torlhok,  on  the  Tverza. 

4.  Oftaflikof,  on  an  ifland  of  the  lake  Seliger. 

5.  Rflief-Volodimerof,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Volga. 

6.  Subzof,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  fame  river. 

7.  Staritza,  on  the  Volga. 

8.  Krafnoi  Kholm,  on  the  river  Schoca,  which  falls  into  the  Mologa. 
g.  Koliafin,  on  the  Volga. 

loi  Kakin,  near  the  Volga. 
^    II.  Befhetzk,  on  the  Mologa. 

12.  Kortchera,  or  Kortchef,  on  the  Vofga. 

13.  Vefiegonfk,  on  the  river  Mologa. 

IX. — Government  of  Smolenfko. 

After  being  an  objeft  of  contention,  and  reciprocally  poffefled  by  Poland  and  Ruflia». 
was  conquered  by  Alexey  Michaelovitch  in  1 654,  and  finally  ceded  to  Ruffia  at  the 
peace  of  Mofcow,  in  1666. — Contains  twelve  diftrifts. 

1 .  Smolenflco,  on  both  fides  of  the  Dnieper. 

2.  Poretchie,  on  the  river  Kafplia,  falling  into  the  Duna. 

3.  Dukortchina,  on  the  Dnieper. 

4.  Bieloi,  on  the  fmall  river  Vobiflia,  falling  into  the  Mefha,  which  difcharge*  hfelf 

into  the  Duna. 

5.  Sytcherlk,  on  the  river  Vafufa,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

6.  Gfhatflk,  or  Gfliat,  on  the  river  Gfhat,  falling  into  the  Vafufa. 

7.  Viafma,  on  the  river  Viafma,  falling  into  the  Dnieper. 

8.  Dorogobufh,  on  the  Dnieper. 

9.  Yukhnof,  on  the  Ugra,  falling  into  the  Occa, 

10.  Felna,  on  the  Defna. 

11.  Roftarl,  on  the  Ofter,  which  falls  into  the  Sofh. 

12.  Krafnoi,  on  a  rivulet  wtkh  falls  into  the  Dnieper, 

X. — Government  of  Polotfk. 

Difmerabered  from  Poland  by  the  Treaty  of  Partition  in  1772. — Contains  elevens 
diftrifts. 

1.  Polotfk,  on  the  Duna,  at  the  mouth  of  the  fmall  river  Polota. 

2.  Drifla,  or  Dryfin,  on  the  river  Driffa,  falling  into  the  Duna. 

3.  Dunaburgh,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Duna. 

4.  Refitza,  on  the  rivulet  Refiza,  or  Rofitten,  falling  into  the  lake  Liubahn.^ 

5.  Liutzl% 
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5.  LIutzin,  on  the  river  Lifha,  which  falls  into  the  river  Vellkaja. 

6.  Sebefh,  on  the  lake  Sebefh. 

7.  Nevel,  on  the  lake  Nevel. 

8.  Vifebfk,  on  the  Duna. 

9.  Gorodetzk,  or  Gorodok,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Duna. 

10.  Velifli,  on  the  Duna. 

11.  Surafli,  on  the  Duna. 

XI. — Government  of  Mobile/. 

Dlfmembered  alfo  by  the  Treaty  of  Partition  in  1772.— Contains  eleven  diftrids. 

1.  Mohilef,  on  the  Dnieper. 

2.  Kopyfs,  on  the  Dnieper. 

3.  Orfha,  on  the  Dnieper. 

4.  Sennoi,  near  lake  Sennoie,  communicating  with  the  Duna. 

5.  Babinovitchi,  on  the  river  Lutchoffa,  falling  into  the  Duna. 
t.  Miftiiflaf,  on  the  river  Vokra,  falling  into  the  Sofh. 

7.  Klimovitchi,  on  the  river  Ofter,  falling  into  the  Sofh. 

8.  Tfchaufy,  on  the  river  Pronja,  falling  into  the  Sofh. 

9.  Staroi  Bykhof,  on  the  Dnieper. 

10.  Rogatchef,  near  the  Polifh  frontiers,  where  the  river  Drutz,  or  Drugez,  falls 

into  the  Dnieper. 

1 1 .  Belitzy,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sofli. 

XII. — Government  of  Orel. 

Once  a  province  of  the  government  of  Bielgorod. — Contains  thirteen  diflrids. 

1.  Orel,  on  the  rivers  Occa  and  Orel. 

2.  Kromy,  on  the  Occa. 

3.  Mzenfk,  on  the  rivulets  Sufha  and  Menza,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

4.  Bolkof,  on  the  river  Nugra,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

5.  Livny,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  SofTna,  falling  into  the  Don. 

6.  Feletz,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  SofTna. 

7.  Sieffk,  on  the  river  Sief,  falling  into  the  Defna. 

8.  Maloi  Arkhangellk,  on  the  river  SofTna. 

g.  Dmitroffk,  on  the  rivulet  Nerufer,  falling  into  the  Sief. 

10.  Defhkin,  on  the  Occa. 

11.  Trubtcheffk,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Defna. 

12.  Branfk,  on  the  Defna. 

13.  Karatchef,  on  the  rivulet  Snefet,  falling  into  the  Defna. 

XIII.  -'Government  of  Kaluga. 

Formerly  a  province  in  the  government  of  Mofcow. — Contains  twelve  diflrldts. 

1.  Kaluga,  on  the  Occa. 

2.  Maloiaroflavetz,  on  the  fmall  river  Lufha,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

3.  Barovfk,  on  the  river  Protva,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

4.  TarufTa,  on  the  Occa. 

5.  Likhvin,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Occa. 

6.  Kofelk,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  fmall  river  Shifdra,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

7.  Medynfk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Ugra. 

14  8.  Peremyfchl, 
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8.  Peremyfchl,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Occa. 

9.  Mechovfk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Shifdra. 
JO.  Moffalfk,  on  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  Ugra. 

1 1 .  Serpeilk,  on  the  fmall  river  Serpei,  falling  into  the  Ugra. 

1 2.  Shifdra,  on  the  river  of  the  fame  name. 

XIV. — Government  of  Mo/cow. 

One  of  the  niofl:  antient  and  moft  confpicuous  provinces  of  the  Rufiian  empire.  Its 
capital,  Mofcow,  built  in  1 147,  was  the  refidence  of  the  fovereign,  till  Peter  the  Great 
transferred  the  feat  of  empire  to  Peterfburgh. — Contains  fifteen  diftrids. 

I.  Mofcow,  on  the  river  Mofcva,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

a.  Kolomna  Mofcva,  about  five  verfts  from  its  jundlion  with  the  Occa. 

3.  Branitzy,  on  the  Mofcva,  between  Mofco  and  Kolomna. 

4.  Podol,  or  Podolfk,  on  the  river  Pakria,  falling  into  the  Mofcva. 

5.  Nikitfk,  on  the  fame  river. 

6.  Serpukhof,  on  the  river  Nara,  four  verfts  from  its  jundlion  with  the  Occa. 

7.  Vereia,  on  the  Protva,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

8.  Mofhaifk,  on  the  fmall  river  Molhaika,  falling  into  the  Mofcva. 

9.  Rufa,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  Rufa,  falling  into  Mofcva. 
I  o.  Volkrefenk,  on  the  river  Ifter,  falling  into  the  Mofkva. 

1 1.  Svenigorod,  on  the  Mofcva,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ifter. 

12.  Voloklamfkoi,  or  Volokolampfk,  on  the  river  Lama,  falling  into  the  Scoflia, 

which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Volga. 

13.  Klin,  on  the  river  Seftra  falling  into  the  Dubnia,  which  joins  the  Volga. 

14.  Dmitrof,  on  the  fmall  river  Vakhroma,  which,  uniting  with  the  Seftra,  forms 

the  river  Dubnia. 

15.  Bogorodlk,  on  the  river  Kliafma. 

XV. — Govermnent  of  Tula. 

Formerly  a  province  of  the  government  of  Mofcow. — Contains  twelve  diftrids. 

1 .  Tula,  on  the  river  Upa,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

2.  Krapirna,  on  the  fame  river. 

3.  Odeief,  on  the  fame  river. 

4.  Venef,  on  the  rivulet  Venelka,  falling  into  the  Offetr,  which  joins  the  Occa. 

5.  Alexin,  on  the  Occa. 

6.  Kachira,  on  the  fame  river. 

7.  Bagoroditzk,  on  the  river  Upa. 

8.  Tfchern,  on  the  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Sufha,  which  flows 

into  the  Occa. 

9.  Novofyl,  on  the  rivulet  Nerutcha,  falling  into  the  Suiha. 
1  o.  Bielef  on  the  Occa. 

1 1.  Epiphan,  on  the  Don. 

1 2.  Ephremof,  or  Yephremof,  on  the  river  Metcha,  falling  into  the  Don. 

XVI. — Govermnent  of  Refan, 

Formerly  a  province  of  the  government  of  Mofcow.— Contains  twelve  diftrids. 
1.  Refan,  on  the  Trubefti,  falling  into  the  Occa. 
a.  Saraifn,  on  the  river  Ofetr. 

•*  3.  Pronft, 
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3.  Pronflc,  on  the  rivpr  Pronca,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

4.  Mikhailof  on  the  river  Pronca. 

5-  Skopfh,  on  the  fmall  river  Ranvf,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

6>   Riachk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Voronelk. 

7'  Kaffimof,  on  the  Occa.  M 

8.  Raninburgh,  on  the  river  Refe,  falling  into  the  Voronefli.  Jl 

9.  Spaflc,  on  the  Occa.  ^ 
I  o.  Yegorief,  or  Yegorjeffk,  on  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  Occa. 

1 1.  Sapofhok,  on  a  river  falling  into  the  Occa. 

12.  Donkof,  or  Dankof,  on  the  Don. 

XVII. — Government  of  Volodomir. 

Formerly  a  province  of  the  government  of  Mofcour. — Contains  foarfceti  diftridsr 

1.  Volodimir,  or  Vladimir,  on  the  river  Kliafma. 

2.  Sufdal,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Kliafma. 

3.  Yurief  Polikoi,  on  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  Kliafma. 

4.  Alexandrof,  or  Alexandroffk,  on  the  river  Schernia,  falling  into  the  Kliafmar 

5.  Kovrof,  on  the  river  Kliafma. 

6.  Pokrof,  on  the  fame  river. 

7.  Gorokhovetzk,  on  the  fame  river. 

8.  Sudogda,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Kliafma. 

9.  Viafniki,  on  the  river  Kliafma. 

10.  Murom,  on  the  Occa. 

1 1.  Pereflavl  Saleflcoi,  on  the  rivulet  Trubefli,  falling  into  the  lake  of  Pereflavl. 

12.  Schuia,  on  the  river  Tefs,  falling  into  the  Kliafma. 

13.  Kirfliatch,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Kliafma. 

14.  Melenki,  on  the  fmall  river  Unlha,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

"KVlVl,— Government  ofTaroJlaf. 

Formerly  a  province  of  the  government  of  Mofcow. — Contains  twelve  diflricls. 

1.  Yaroflaf,  on  the  Volga,  where  the  river  Kotorofl  falls  into  it. 

2.  Roflof,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fmall  lake  Nero,  called  therefore  the  lake  of 

Roftof,  communicating  with  the  Volga  by  the  river  Kotorofl. 

3.  Bariflbgleblk,  on  the  Volga. 

4.  Romanof,  on  the  Volga,  oppofite  to  the  lafl:  mentioned  town. 

5.  Danilof,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Volga. 

6.  Liubim,  on  the  river  Negra,  falling  into  the  Kaftroma. 

7.  Pocheckhon,  or  Pochekhonie,  on  the  river  Sagolha,  falling  into  the  Schekfna. 

8.  UgHtch,  on  the  Volga. 

9.  Rybnoi,  on  the  Volga.  j 

10.  Mychkin,  on  the  Volga.  \ 

1 1 .  Petroflk,  on  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  lake  Nero. 

12.  Mologa,  on  the  Volga.  ' 

XIX. — Go--atrnment  of  Vologda. 

Formerly  the  largefl:  of  all  the  Ruffian  European  governriient^,  aS  \t  contained  thd  | 

provinces  of  Vologda,  Archangel,  auU  Vcliki-Ufting.  * 

8  This 
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This  government  is  divided  into  two  provinces,  Vologda  and  Veiiki-Uftiug. 

Province  of  Vologda  contains  five  diftrifts. 
.  Vologda,  on  the  river  Vologda,  falling  into  the  Sukhona. 
;.  Griafovefz,  on  a  river  falling  into  the  Sukhona. 

3.  Kadnikof,  on  a  river  falling  likewife  into  the  Sukhona. 

4.  Totma,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Sukhona. 

5.  Velelk,  or  Velfli,  on  the  river  Vaga. 

Province  of  Veliki-Uftiug  contains  feven  dlftrifts. 

1.  Uftiug- Veliki,  on  the  river  Sukhona. 

2.  Nikollk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sukhona. 

3.  Lahk,  on  the  fmall  river  Liala,  falling  into  the  Lufa. 

4.  Solvytchegodfk,  or  Solivytchegodfli,  on  the  river  Vytchegda. 

5.  Krafnoborik,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Dvina. 

C.  Yarenlk,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Vytchegda,  where  it  takes  in  the  fmall  river 

Yarenga, 
7.  Uftfyfolk,  on  the  river  Syflbl,  falling  about  a  verft  belov/  this  town  into  the 

Vytchegda. 

XX. — Government  of  Archaiigd. 
Formerly  Included  in  the  Government  of  Vologda. — Contains  feven  diftrids. 

1.  Archangel,  on  the  Dvina,  about  feventy  verfts  from  its  mouth, 

2.  Kolmogori,  on  the  Dvina. 

3.  Schenkurfk,  on  the  river  Vaga. 

4.  Pineg,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Dvina,  where  the  river  Pinega  falls  Into  It, 

5.  Onega,  on  the  river  Onega,  in  Ruffian  Lapland. 

6.  Kola,  on  the  river  Kola,  near  the  Bay  of  Kola,  in  the  Froisen  Ocean. 

7.  Mefen,  on  the  river  Mefen,  falling  into  the  Frozen  Sea. 

XXI. — Government  of  Kojlroma, 

Formerly  Included  in  the  government  of  Mofcowj   two  provinces,  A.  Koftroma, 
B.  Unflia. — Contains  eleven  diflridls. 

1 .  Koftroma,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Volga. 

2.  Nerechta,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Volga. 

3.  Plefs,  on  the  Volga. 

4.  Kadyi,  on  a  rivulet  falling  Into  the  Volga.  ^ 

5.  Bui,  on  the  river  Koftroma,  where  it  takes  In  the  river  Vara. 

6.  Galitch,  on  the  lake  of  that  name,  communicating  with  the  river  Koftroma  by 

the  fmall  rivulet  Vara. 

7.  Tchuckhloma,  near  the  lake  of  the  fame  name. 

8.  Selgalitzk,  on  the  Koftroma. 

9.  Kinechma,  on  the  Volga. 

10.  Yurievetz  Povolfski,  on  the  Volga,  three  verfts  below  the  mouth  of  the  Unfha. 

1 1 .  Lukh,  on  a  river  falling  into  the  Volga. 

B.  Province  of  Unflia.— Contains  three  diftrifts. 

1.  Makarlef,  on  the  Unfha. 

2.  Varnovln,  on  the  river  Vetluga. 

3.  Vetluga,  on  the  fame  river. 

voa.  vit  5  r>  XXII.-r 
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"SJUl.-— Government  of  Nejhnei  Novogorod, 

Contains  thirteen  diftrifts. 

1.  Niflinei  Novogorod,  on  the  Volga,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Occa. 

2.  Balakhna,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Volga. 

3.  Arfamas,  on  the  fniall  river  Tefha,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

4.  Makarief  on  the  Volga. 

5.  Vaiiill,  on  the  Volga. 

6.  Semenof,  on  the  rivulet  Kerflienz,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

7.  Ardatof,  on  the  river  Tefh,  falling  into  the  Occa. 

8.  Gorbatof,  on  the  Occa. 

9.  Sergatch,  on  the  river  Piana,  falling  into  the  Sura. 

10.  Perevos,  on  the  fame  river. 

1 1.  Kniaginin,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Volga. 

12.  Lykaianof,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Tefh. 

13.  Potchinki,  on  the  river  Atator,  falling  into  the  Sura. 

XXIII. — Government  of  Cafan. 

Conquered  from  the  Tartars  by  Ivan  VafTilievitch  II  in  1552.— Contains  thirteen  diftrids. 

1.  Cafan,  on  the  rivulet  Cafanka,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

2.  Sviafk,  on  the  river  Sviaga,  a  fev/  verfts  from  its  junftion  with  the  Volga. 

3.  Arik,  on  the  river  Cafanka. 

4.  ZyviHk,  on  the  river  Zyvil,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

5.  Tfchebaxar,  on  the  Volga,  near  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet  Tfchebaxarka, 

6.  Yadrin,  on  the  river  Sura. 

7.  Kufmodemianfk  on  the  Volga. 

8.  Tzarevokokchailk,  on  a  rivulet  Malaia  Kokchaga,  falling  into  the  Volga. 

9.  Tetiuki,  on  the  Volga. 

10.  Laikef,  on  the  river  Kama. 

1 1.  Spafk,  on  the  Volga. 
TchifzopoUk,  on  the  Kama. 
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ij.  Mamadylh,  on  the  Viatka,  falling  into  the  Kama. 

XXIV^ — Government  of  Simhirfk. 

Formerly  a  province  of  the  Kingdom  of  Cafan. — Contains  thirteen  difl:rr<5ts. 

1.  Simbirfli,  or  Sinbirik,  on  the  Volga. 

2.  SingiUef,  on  the  Volga. 

3.  Stavropal,  on  the  Volga. 

4.  Samara,  near  the  junftion  of  the  Volga  and  Samara. 

5.  Sifran,  on  the  Volga,  where  it  takes  in  the  fmall  river  Sifran. 

6.  Kanadti,  on  the  river  Sifran. 

7.  Tagai,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sviaga. 

8.  Buinfl;,  on  the  river  Sviaga. 

9.  Karfun ,  on  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  Sura.. 

10.  Kotiakof,  on.  the  right  fide  of  the  river  Sura. 

1 1.  Ardatof,  on  the  Alator. 

12.  Aiatoc,  on  the  Sura,  where  it  takes  in  the  Alator. 

13.  Kurmyk,on  the  Sura» 

■IS  XXV. 
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XXV. — Government  of  Penza, 

Formerly  a  province  of  Cafan. — Contains  thirteen  dlftrids. 

1.  Penza,  on  the  river  Sura,  where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Penia. 

2.  Mokchainfk,  wefl  of  Penza. 

3.  Infara,  on  the  river  Infara,  falling  into  the  Mokcha. 

4.  Verkhnei  Lomof,  on  the  river  Lomof. 

5.  Nifhnie  Lomof,  on  the  fame  river. 

6.  Narovtchat,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Mokcha,  which  joins  the  Occa. 

7.  Troitzk,  on  the  Mokcha. 

8.  Krafnoflobodfk,  on  the  fame  river. 

9.  Scheckeief,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Alator. 
If).  Saraiifk,  on  another  i-ivulet  falling  into  the  Alator. 

11.  Goroditch,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sura. 

1 2.  Kerenfl-c,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Mokcha. 

13.  Tchembar,  on  the  fmall  river  Tchembar,  falling  into  the  Vorona,  which  flows  to 

the  Khoper. 

XXVI. — Government  of  Tanbof 

Formerly  part  of  the  government  of  Voronetz. — Contains  thirteen  diftrids. 

1.  Tambof,  on  the  river  Zna,  which  falls  into  the  Mokcha. 

2.  Schatlk,  on  the  rivulet  Schat,  falling  into  the  Zna. 

3.  Kadom,  on  the  Mokcha. 

4.  Temnikof,  on  the  fame  river. 

5.  Iclatma,  on  the  Occa. 

6.  Koflof,  on  the  rivulet  Ufnoi  Voronetz. 

7.  Ufltnan,  on  the  fmall  river  Uffman,  falling  into  the  Voro  nez. 

8.  Lebedian,  on  the  Don. 

9.  Boriffogleblk,  on  Khoper. 

10.  Morca,  on  the  Zna. 

1 1.  Spafk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Mokcha. 

12.  Kirffanof,  on  the  Vorona,  falling  into  the  Khoper. 

13.  Lipetzk,  on  the  Voronetz. 

XXVII. — Government  of  Voronetz. 

Contains  fifteen  diftrifts. 
I.  Voronetz, on  the  riverVoronefli, about  fourteen  verfts  from  itsjundion  with  theDon. 
a.  Sadonfk,  on  the  Don. 

3.  Semlianfk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  in  the  Don. 

4.  Nifhnedevitzk,  on  the  rivulet  Devitza,  falling  into  the  Don. 

5.  Korotoian,  on  the  Don. 

6.  Bobrof,  on  the  Biliuk,  falling  into  the  Don. 

7.  Birutch,  on  the  river  Sofna,  falling  into  the  Don. 

8.  Oflrogofchk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  Sofna. 
g.  Pavlovlk,  on  the  Don. 

10.  Kalitva,  on  the  rivulet  Kalitva,  falling  into  the  Don. 

}  I.  Bogutchar,  on  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Don, 

12.  Bielovodfk,  on  the  river  Derkul,  falling  into  the  Donek. 

13.  Valuiki,  on  the  river  Olkol,  where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Valui. 

502  14.  Livenfk, 
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1 4.  Livenlk,  on  the  rivulet  Valui.  ^ 

15.  Kupenfk,  on  the  rivulet  Oikol. 

XXVIII. — Government  of  Kiirjk. 

Formerly  part  of  the  government  of  Bielgorod. — Contains  fifteen  diftricts. 

1.  Kurlk,  on  the  river  Tukor,  falling  into  the  river  Seim,  or  Sem. 

2.  I'gof,  on  the  Seim. 

3.  Rylfk,  on  the  fame  river. 

4.  Pretive  on  the  fame  river. 

5.  Fatefh,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Svopa. 

6.  Tchigry,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Tim. 

7.  Tim,  on  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Sofna. 

8.  Oboian,  on  the  river  Pfol. 

9.  Sudfha,  on  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Pfol.     , 

10.  Bogatoi,  on  the  rivulet  Penna,  falling  into  the  Pfol. 

1 1.  Dmitrief,  on  the  Svopa. 

12.  Bielgorod,  on  the  Donefz. 

13.  Korotcha,  on  the  rivulet  of  that  name,  falling  into  the  Donetz. 

14.  Novoi  Ofkol,  on  the  Oikol. 

15.  Staroi  Ofkol,  on  a  river  of  that  name. 

XXIX. — Government  of  Novogorod  Severfko't. 

Part  of  the  Ukraine,  or  Little  Ruffia. — Contains  eleven  diftrids, 

1.  Novogorod  Severlkoi,  on  the  right  fhore  of  the  Defna. 

2.  Pogar,  on  the  Sudofh,  falling  into  the  Defna. 
3.-  Mglin,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Ipul. 

4.  Starodub,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sudofh. 

5.  Sofnitza,  on  the  Defna. 

6.  Korop,  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  fame  river. 

7.  Korolevetz,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Defna. 

8.  Glukhof,  on  the  river  Yefma,  falling  into  the  Seim. 

9.  Konotop,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Seim, 

10.  Surafli,  or  Surafhfk,  on  the  Ipul. 

11.  Novomefhik,  on  the  fame  river. 

XXX. — Government  of  Tchernigof. 

Formerly  part  of  the  Ukraine. — Contains  eleven  diftri£ls. 

1.  Tchernigof,  on  the  right  fhore  of  the  Defna. 

2.  Berefna,  or  Berefin,  on  the  Defna. 

3.  Gorodnizk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Snof,  which  joins  the  Sofna. 

4.  Nefhin,  on  the  Ofler,  falling  into  the  Defna. 

5.  Romen,  or  Romna,  on  the  river  Sula. 

6.  Glinfk,  on  the  fame  river. 

7.  Fr'.luki,on  the  Udai,  falling  into  the  Sula. 

8.  Borfna,  on  a  rivulet  of  the  fame,  falling  into  the  Defna, 

9.  Lokhvitza,  on  the  river  Sula. 

10.  Gaditch,  on  the  Pfol. 

1 1.  Senkof,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Pfol. 

6  XXXI.— 
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XXXI. — Government  of  Kiof. 

Being  part  of  the  Ukraine,  or  Little  Ruflia,  was  once  a  duchy  belonging  to  the  Great  ■ 
Dukes,  and  Kiof,  the  capital,  was  their  principal  refidence.    This  country  was  conquered 
by  the  Tartars,  came  again  into  the  poffeilion  of  the  Great  Dukes,  but  was  over-ran 
and  poflefled  by  the  ColTacks,  under  the  protedlion  of  Poland. 

In  1654,  the  natives  difcontented  with  John  Cafimir,  King  of  Poland,  fubmitted  to 
Ruflia,  and  have  ever  fmce  continued  fubjeft  to  that  empire.     The  vafl:  privileges  en- - 
joyed  by  the  natives  have  been  gradually  aboliflied,  and  they  are  now  reduced  to  the 
fame  flate  as  the  other  provinces  of  the  Ruffian  empire. — Contains  eleven  diftrifts. 

1.  Kiof,  on  the  Dnieper. 

2.  Oder,  on  the  Defna. 

3.  Kofelatz,  on  the  Oder. 

4.  Piriatin,  on  the  Udai. 

5.  Periaflaf,  on  the  Trubefh,  falling  into  the  Dnieper. 

6.  Solotonok,  on  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  Dnieper. 

7.  Lubny,  on  the  river  Sula. 

S.  Khorol,  on.  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  falling  into  the  PIoI,. 
9.  Migorod,  on  the  fame  river. 

10.  Goltva,  on  the  PfoL 

1 1 .  Goroditche,  on  the  Dnieper. 

XXXII.—- Gowr«/n^«/  of  Kharkof. 

Formerly  compjifed  in  the  government  of  Ukrania  Slovodfkaia.— Contains  fifteen 

didricls. 

1.  Kharkof,  on  the  Uda,  falling  into  the  Donetz. 

2.  Tchuguief,  on  the  Donetz. 

3.  Ifiura,  on  the  fame  river. 

4.  Woltchanlk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Donetz. 

5.  Solatchef,  on  the  Uda. 

0.  Walki,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Donetz. 

7.  Bogodukhof,  on  the  Merlo,  falling  into  the  Vorfkla. 

8.  Krafnokutfk,  on  the  fame  river. 

9.  Akhtyrka,  on  the  rivulet  Akhtyrka,  falling  into  the  left  fhore  of  the  Worfkla. 
1  o.  Khotmyfk,  on  the  Vorfkla. 

i  1,  Lebedin,  on  a  rivulet  Olchanka,  falling  into  the  Pfol. 

12.  Sumy,  on  the  right  fhore  of  the  Pfol. 

13.  Miropolie,  on  the  fame  river. 

14.  Nedrigailof,  on  the  river  Sula. 

35.  Bielopolie,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Seim. 

XXXIII. — Government  of  Catharinejlaf,  or  Ecaterrinenjlaf. 

This  government  contains  the  greateft  part  of  that  territory  which  was  wrefted  by  ihff 
prefent  Emprefs  from  the  Turks,  and  comprizes  New  Ruffia,  the  former  government 
of  Azof,  and  Crim  Tartary. 

It  is  divided  into  two  provinces  of  Catherinenflaf  and  Taurida. 

Province 
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Province  of  Catherinenflaf  contains  fourteen  dlftrids. 

1.  Catherinenflaf,  on  the  Dnieper, 
a.  Poltava,  on  the  Vorfk'.a. 

3.  Krementchuk,  on  the  Dnieper. 

4.  Elifabethgrad,  on  the  Ingul,  faUing  into  the  Bog. 

5.  Alexandria,  on  the  Inguletz,  falling  into  the  Dnieper. 

6.  Kherfon,  on  the  Dnieper,  about  fourteen  verfts  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ingulttz. 

7.  Stivenfk,  on  the  D^^ieper. 

8.  Novomorikoflc,  on  the  Dnieper. 

9    Pavlograd,  on  a  river  faUing  into  the  Dnieper. 

10.  Mariupal,  on  a  river  near  the  fea  of  Azof. 

11.  Bakhmuh,  on  the  river  of  that  name,  falling  into  the  Donetz. 

12.  Donetzk,  on  the  river  Donetz. 

13.  Conflantinograd,  on  the  Orel,  falling  into  the  Dnieper. 

14.  Alexopohk,  on  the  fame  river. 

Province  of  Taurida,  or  Crim  Tartary. 

This  fertile  peninfula,  the  great  mart  of  commerce  in  the  Black  Sea,  was  colonized 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade  by  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Genoefe,  occupied  by  the  Turks 
under  Mahomet  the  Second,  and  governed  by  the  Khan  of  the  Tartars,  a  vaflal  to  the 
Porte.  On  the  peace  of  Kainardi,  in  1 774,  it  was  declared  an  independent  fovereignty, 
taken  poflTeffion  of  by  Catharine  II,  on  the  abdication  of  the  Khan  Sahim  Gerai,  in 
1783,  and  confirmed  to  Ruffia  by  the  Porte  in  the  fame  year  by  the  treaty  of  Conflan- 
rinople.  The  Emprefs  has  revived  feveral  of  the  antient  Greek  names.  —  Contains 
feven  diflrids. 

1.  Levkopol,  formerly  Achmet-fchitt. 

2.  Synpheropol,  formerly  Efld  Krim,  i.  e.  Old  Crimea. 

3.  Eupatoria,  formerly  Koflcf,  or  Gofleve. 

4.  Perekop. 

5.  Phanagoria,  on  the  ifland  of  Taman. 

6.  Dneprovfk,  on  the  Dnieper. 

7.  Melotopol,  on  the  river  Melotchnie. 

XXXIV. — Government  of  Caucafus. 

Divided  into  two  provinces,  Ajftracan  and  Caucafus,  but  not  yet  fubdivided  into 
diftrias. 

Aftracan  was  conquered  from  the  Tattars,  in  1652,  by  Ivan  Vaflllievitch. 

Province  of  Caucafus  will  comprize  the  Cuban,  and  all  that  diflria  to  the  eafl  and 
fouth,  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  Ruffia,  between  the  rivers  Don  and  Cuban,  and  between 
the  Cafpian  and  the  Euxine,  extending  as  far  as  the  confines  of  Georgia,  and  continu- 
ally augmenting  by  the  reduction  and  fubmiffion  of  the  wandering  hordes  of  Mount 
Caucafus. 

XXXV. —  Government  of  Saratof. 

Formerly  a  province  of  Allracan. — Contains  eleven  diftricls. 

1.  Saratof,  on  the  Volga. 

2.  Vollk,  on  the  fame  river. 

3.  Khvalynikj 
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3.  Khvalynflt,  on  the  fame  river. 

4.  Kufnetzk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Sura. 

5.  Serdobflcj  on  the  river  Serdoba,  falling  into  the  Khoper. 

6.  Petrofik,  on  the  Medveditza. 

7.  Atkar,  or  Atkarlk,  on  the  river  Atkara,  falling  into  the  Medreditza. 

8.  Balakef,  on  the  river  Khoper. 

9.  Khoperfk,  formerly  Novokhoperlk,  on  the  fame  river. 

10.  Kamychin,  called  formerly  Dmitreffk,  on  tiie  right  fide  of  the  Volga. 

11.  Tzaritzyn,  on  the  Volga. 

XXXVI. — Governmefit  of  Ufa. 

Formerly  included  in  the  government  of  Orenburgh,  is  divided  into  two  provinces^ 
Ufa  and  Orenburgh. 

Province  of  Ufa  contains  nine  diftrifls. 
I ;  Ufa,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Bielaia,  a  few  verfts  beneath  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Ufa. 

2.  Birft,  on  the  river  Bielaia. 

3.  Menfclinfk,  on  the  river  Menfel,  falling  into  the  Ik. 

4.  Bugulm,  or  Bugulminfk,  on  the  Bugulm,  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Ik. 

5.  Bogoroftan,  on  a  river  falling  into  the  Samara. 

6.  Belebeief,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Diema,  which  flows  into  the  Bielaia. 

7.  Sterlitamak,  on  the  fmall  river  Sterlia,  falling  into  the  Bielaia. 

8.  Ichalyabinfk,  on  the  river  Mijap. 

9.  Troitzk,  on  the  river  Ui. 

Province  of  Orenburgh  contains  four  diflridls. 

1.  Orenburgh,  on  the  Ural,  formerly  the  Yaik. 

2.  Verkhourallk,  on  the  Ural. 

^.  Bufulutzk,  on  the  Samara,  near  the  river  Bufuluk^ 
4    Sergieflk,  on  the  river  Samara. 

XXXVII. — Government  of  Viathay 
Formerly  a  province  ot  Cafan  contains  thirteen  diftrids* 

1.  Viatka,  formerly  Khlynof,  on  the  Viatka» 

2.  Slobodfk,  on  the  Viarka. 

3.  Katelnich,  on  the  Viatka. 

4.  Orlof,  on  the  Viatka. 

5.  FaranIk,  on  a  rivulet  falling  into  the  Viatka. 

6.  Nolinlk,  on  the  Voia,  falling  into  the  Viatka, 

7.  Glafof,  on  a  river  falling  into  the  Viatka. 
b.  Urlhum,  on  the  Viatka. 

9.  Malmych,  on  the  fame  river. 

10.  Tzarevofantchurfk,  on  the  river  Kokchaia,  falling  into  the  Volga^ 
Ti.  Sarapul,  on  the  Kama. 

1 2.  Felabug,  on  the  fame  river* 
» 3,  Kai,  on  the  fame  river, 

XXXVIII.— 
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XXXVIII. — Government  of  Perm. 
Formerly  a  province  of  Cafan, — contains  two  provinces. 
A.  Province  of  Perm.     B.  Province  of  Catharinenburgh. 

Contains  eight  diftrifts. 

1.  Perm,  on  the  Kama,  where  the  river  Zegochekha  falls  into  it. 

2.  Solkamiflc,  on  the  fmall  river  Uflblka,  falling  into  the  Kama. 

3.  Tcherdyn,  on  the  river  Kolva,  falling  into  the  Viftera. 

4.  Obvin,  on  the  Kamafk,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Obva. 

5.  Okhanikj  or  Akhanflc,  on  the  Kama. 

6.  Offa,  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  Kama,  where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Offinka. 

7.  Krafnoufimfls:,  on  the  Ufa. 

8.  Kungur,  on  the  river  Sylva. 

B.  Province  of  Catharinenburgh,  or  Echaterinenburgh, 

Formerly  included  in  the  government  of  ToboHk. — Contains  feven  difl;ri£l;s. 

1.  Catharinenburgh,  on  the  river  IlTet,  not  far  from  its  origin. 

2.  Schadrinik,  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  Iffet. 

3.  Dolmaf?)f,  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  Iflet. 

4.  Kamychloflk,  on  the  river  Pychma. 

5.  Irbitz,  on  the  fmall  river  Irbit,  falling  into  the  Nitza. 

6.  Alapaieffk,  on  the  fmall  river  Alapeikha,  falling  into  the  Neiva. 

7.  Verkhoturie,  on  the  Tura. 

XXXIX. — Government  ofToboJJk, 

Comprehends  the  weftern  part  of  Siberia,  the  conqueft  of  which  country,  began  by 
Yermac  Timofeef  in  1579,  during  the  reign  of  Ivan  VafTilievitch  II.,  was  finally  con- 
cluded before  the  death  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  in  1598. 

It  is  divided  into  the  two  provinces  of  Tobolfk  and  Tomfk. 

Province  of  Tobolfli  contains  ten  diflrids. 

1.  Tobolfk,  on  the  Irtyfli,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tobol, 

2.  Tiumen,  on  the  Tura. 

3.  Turinfk,  on  the  Tura. 

4.  Berefof,  on  the  SofTva,  falling  into  the  Ob. 

5.  Surgut,  on  the  Oby. 

6.  Tara,  on  the  Irtyfh. 

7.  Yalutoroffk,  on  the  Tobol. 

8.  Kurgan,  on  the  river  Kurgan. 
g.  Ichimfk,  on  the  river  Ichira. 

10.  Omlk,  on  the  Irtyfh,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Om. 

Province  of  Tomfk,— contains  fix  diflricts. 

1.  Tomfk,  on  the  river  Tom. 

2.  Kainfk,  on  the  river  Om. 

3.  Narym,  on  the  Oby,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ker. 

4.  Magafeia,  or  Turukhanfk,  on  the  Yenifei. 

5.  Yenl* 


goxe's  travels  m  Russia.  7^"^ 


5.  Yenifeifk,  on  the  river  Yenifei. 

6.  AtchiiifK,  on  the  river  Tchulym,  falling  into  the  Ob. 

XL.  —  Government  of  Koly-van . 

Formerly  included  in  the  government  of  Tobolfk. — Contains  five  dlfirifls. 
I.  Kolvvan,  the  new  capital  of  this  government,  on  the  Oby,  near  the  mouth  of  the 

Berda,  known  before  the  infcitution  of  this  government  under  the  name  of 

Benlflcoi  OJhcg. 
1.  Semipalat,  on  the  Irtyfli. 

3.  BMi,  on  the  river  Bi,  or  Biia,  which,  by  uniting  with  the  Katunia,  forms  the 

river  Oby. 

4.  Kufnezk,  on  the  river  Tom,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kondoma. 

5.  Kraflnoiarfk,  on  the  river  Yenifei,  where  it  receives  the  Katcha. 

XLI. — Govermnerit  of  Irkutzk. 

The  largeft  and  leafl:  peopled  government  in  Ruflia,  comprifes  all  the  eaflern  part 
of  Siberia,  from  the  Northern  Ocean  to  the  frontiers  of  Chinefe  Tartary,  and  from  the 
boundaries  of  the  government  of  Tobolfk  to  the  Eaftern  Ocean.  This  large  territory 
was  gradually  conquered  and  appropriated  by  the  Ruffians  in  their  defultory  excurlions 
from  Tobolfk. 

It  is  divided  into  the  four  provinces  of  Irkutzk,  Nertlhinlk,  Yakutfk,  and  Okotzk. 

Province  of  Irkutzk  contains  four  diftrids. 

1.  Irkutzk,  on  the  Angara,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Irkut. 

2.  Kirenfk,  on  the  Lena,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kirenga. 

3.  Nifhnie-Udinfk,  on  the  river  Uda,  falling  into  the  Upper  Tungulka. 

4.  Verfhnei-Vedinlk,  on  the  river  Vecla,  falling  into  the  Selenga. 

Province  of  Nertfliinflc  contains  four  diftrids. 

1.  Nertfliinlk,  on  the  Nertcha,  falling  into  the  Schilka. 

2.  Doroninlk,  on  the  Ingoda. 

3.  Bargufinlk,  on  the  river  Bargufm,  falling  into  the  lake  BaikaL 

4.  Stretinfk,  on  the  Schilka.  • 

Province  of  Yakutfk  contains  five  diftrifts. 

1.  Yakutfk,  on  the  Lena. 

2.  Olekmmfk,  on  the  Lena,  feveral  verfts  above  the  mouth  of  the  Olekma. 

3.  Olenfk,  a  town  to  be  ereded  on  the  river  Olenek. 

4.  Schiganfk,  on  the  Lena,  about  eight  hundred  verfts  from  Yakuzk. 

5.  Sachiverfk,  on  the  Indigirka. 

Province  of  Okotzk  contains  four  diftrids. 

1.  Okotzk,  on  the  mouth  of  the  Okota,  falling  into  a  bay  of  the  Eaftern  Ocean. 

2.  Ichiginflc,  on  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ichigina,  falling  into  the  bay  of  Penfhina. 

3.  Aklanfk,  on  the  fmall  river  Aklan,  falling  into  the  river  Penfhina. 

4.  Nifhnie-Kamtchatka,  on  the  river  Kamtchatka,   about  thirty  verfts  from  Its 

mouth. 
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No.  IV. 

SINCE  this  volume  was  printed,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Smirnove,  chaplain  to  the  Ruf- 
fian legation  in  London,  has  publiflied  a  Survey  of  the  Rujftan  Empire ;  which  enume- 
rates the  governments  as  in  1792,  and  differs  in  a  few  inltances  from  the  geographical 
divifions  formed  in  1782  and  1785,  which  are  given  in  this  volume. 

The  Ruflian  empire  is  divided  into 

I.  The  Northern  Region. 
The  Middle  Region. 


II. 
III.  The  Southern  Region. 


The  Northern  Region 
lowing  Governments : 


contains  the  fol- 


1.  St.  Peterfburg. 

2.  Archangel. 

3.  Olonetz. 

4.  Vyborg,  or  Wyburgh. 
A.  Revel. 

6.  Riga. 

7.  Pfcov. 

8.  Tver. 

9.  Novogorod. 
10.  Vologda. 

i  1 .  Yaroflavl. 

12.  Koftroma. 

13.  Viatka. 

14.  Pirme. 

15.  Tobolfk. 

II.  jThe  Middle  Region  contains : 

16.  Muf(?bv. 
Smolenlli. 
Polotlk. 
Moghilev. 


17- 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 


Tichernigov. 


Novgorod  Sieverflioi. 
Kharkov. 


Kourfk. 

Orel.  « 

Kalouga. 

Toola. 

Riazane. 

Vladimir. 

Nizney  Novgorod. 

Kazane. 

Sinbirfk. 

Penza. 

Tambov. 

Voronez. 

Saratov. 

Oufa. 

The  hordes  of  Kirghis  kaifacks. 

Kolhyvane. 

Irkoutft. 

The  Kaurilfkie  iflands. 

The  Aleoutiflde  iflands. 

III.  The  Southern  Region  contains : 

Kiev. 

Ekatherinoflav. 

The  province  of  Tavrida. 

Habitations  of  the  Don  Kozaks. 

The  government  of  Caucafus. 


24. 

25- 
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 
JO- 
32. 
2>Z' 
34- 
35- 
36. 

37- 
38. 


39- 
40. 
41. 
42. 

43- 


Many  of  the  new  territorial  acquifitions  made  by  Catharine  the  Second,  were  not 
formed  into  regular  governments  at  her  death.  Thefe  acquifitions  confifted  of  the 
diftrifl;  of  Otchakof,  thofe  parts  of  Poland  which  were  difmembered  by  RuiTia  1793 
and  1795,  and  Couriand. 

Paul  made  feme  alterations  in  the  governments,  and  particularly  changed  the  name 
of  Ekatherinoflav  into  New  RufTia,  from  antipathy  to  his  mother.     He  likewife  made 
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•feveral  changes  in  the  laws  and  adminiflration,  which  have  been  fince  abrogated  by  the 
prefent  Emperor,  and  the  whole  empire  is  again  modelled  according  to  the  ordinances 
of  Catharine. 

No.  V. — Anecdotes  of  Prince  Poiemkin. 

I  AVAIL  myfelf  of  this  new  edition,  to  give  fonie  anecdotes  of  this  extraordinary 
man,  who  governed  Ruflia  with  no  lefs  defpotic  authority  than  Menrdiikof  or  Biron. 
Thele  anecdotes  I  collefted  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  in  Ruffia ;  but  withheld  them 
from  the  public  during  the  lives  of  the  Emprefs  and  Potemkin. 

Gregory  Alexandrovitch  Potemkin  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and 
noble  family,  feated  in  the  province  of  Smolenfko  ;  at  an  early  period  he  entered  into 
the  army,  and,  at  the  revolution,  didinguiilied  himfelf  among  the  partizans  of  the 
Empreis.  He  fignalized  himfelf  under  Marflial  Romanzof,  in  his  campaign  againft 
the  Tui-ks,  and  was  deputed  by  Count  Peter  Panin  to  deliver  the  keys  of  Bender  to 
the  Emprefs,  when  it  capitulated  to  the  Ruffians  in  1770.  Before  this  period,  Po- 
temkin affected  a  violent  paffion  for  the  Emprefs,  and  in  the  private  audience,  when  he 
prefented  the  keys,  made  a  declaration  of  his  attachment  with  fuch  warm  expreffions 
and  wild  geflures,  as  feemed  to  indicate  that  love  had  deranged  his  intelleds.  Catha- 
rine, at  this  time  fafcinated  by  Orlof,  was  not  touched  by  thefe  marks  of  paffion,  though 
flie  overlooked  and  forgave  them ;  yet  they  operated  to  his  advantage,«when  Potemkin 
was  afterwards  introduced  as  a  favourite  by  Alexey  Orlof,  after  the  difmiffion  of  his 
brother,  with  a  view  to  counteradl  the  cabals  of  Panin  and  Romanzof.  Potemkin 
continued  to  occupy  that  poft  only  fifteen  months.  He  received  the  ufual  order  to  ab- 
fent  himfelf  from  court ;  but  foon  afterwards  contrived  to  regain  his  political  influence, 
though  he  was  compelled  to  yield  to  anew  favourite. 

From  that  period  he  maintained  an  afcendancy  over  the  councils  of  the  Emprefs, 
and  at  his  will  introduced  and  difmiffed  the  fucceifive  favourites.  During  the  favour 
of  Count  Panin,  the  power  of  Potemkin  was  counterbalanced  by  his  influence,  but,  on 
his  difgrace,  rofe  fuperior  to  all  controul. 

He  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Emprefs.  In 
his  intercourfe,  he  affeilled  to  indulge  a  great  fpirit  of  independence,  returned  only  la- 
conic anfwers  to  pages  written  with  her  own  hand,  and  governed  her,  no  lefs  by  re- 
monrtrating  againft  her  weaknefles,  than  by  adminiftering  to  her  paffions.  He  gave  a 
linking  proof  of  this  fpirit  on  the  death  of  Lanfkoi.  The  Emprefs  was  fo  affefted  with 
the  lofs  of  this  favourite,  that  ffie  funk,  like  Elizabeth  on  the  death  ofEilex,  into  a  ftate 
of  defpondency.  She  fliut  herfelf  up  in  her  apartment,  adn-iitted  fcarcely  any  one  into 
her  prefence  but  the  fiftcr  of  Lanfkoi,  and  fed  her  melancholy,  by  vifiting  the  tomb 
which  fhe  had  erefted  to  his  memory.  All  bullncfs  was  fufpended.  At  this  crifis  Po- 
temkin arrived  from  the  Crimea,  and  rcmonftrated  againft  her  weaknefs  in  fuch  ftrong 
terms,  that  flie  burft  into  tears,  and  complained  to  Lanflioi's  fifter  of  his  harfli  and  un- 
feeling condufl:.  His  importunities,  however,  finallj'  prevailed  ;  and  one  evening  (lie 
fuddenly  quitted  Zarlkoe  Zelo,  and  repaired  to  the  capital,  where  her  grief  gradually 
fubfided.  Catharine  never  forgot  Potemkin's  franknels ;  fhe  frequently  declared  her 
obligations  to  him,  who  alone  ventured  to  roufe  htr  froni  her  defpondency  j  loaded 
him  with  higher  honours,  and  repofed  in  him  additional  confidence. 

His  honours,  titles,  and  employments  exceeded  in  number  and  diftinclion  tlrofeever 
before  pofTeffed  by  a  fubject :  to  enumerate  them  would  occupy  no  h'fs  than  two  or 
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three  pages;  I  {hall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  his  principal  diftinftions.  He  was  dig. 
nified  tvith  all  the  Ruffian  oruers  of  kniqhthood,  and  the  principal  orders  of  Pruflia, 
Sweden,  and  Poland.  He  was  field-marflial,  comir.andLir  in  chiei,  and  infpeftor-gene- 
ral  of  all  the  Ruffian  forces,  colonel  of  the  Preobafhinfld  guards,  and  of  three  regiments 
of  cuiraffiers,  grenadiers,  and  dragoons,  and  prefident  of  the  college  of  war.  He  was 
grand  admiral  of  the  Eiixine  and  Cafpian,  grand  hetman  of  the  Coflacs,  and  governor- 
general  of  the  provinces  of  Ekatherinellaf  and  Tauridd.  He  was  alfo  created  a  Prince  of 
the  German  empire. 

His  revenues  were  adequate  to  his  dignities.  He  received  during  his  time  of  favour 
large  eftates,  and  9,000,000  i-ouhles  in  money ;  he  was  lord  over  forty  ihoufand  pea- 
fants  in  Polifl;  Ruffia,  and  five  thoufand  in  RuJTia  ;  he  had  a  penfion  of  75,000  roubles, 
and  30,000  for  his  table.  Being  confiderably  in  debt  by  loltos  at  play,  he  took  an  ad- 
vance of  his  penfion  for  ten  years  ;  but  was  gratified  by  the  Emprcls  with  the  continuance 
of  his  falary. 

Yet  this  unparalleled  income  was  not  adequate  to  his  unbounded  expences.  During 
his  campaigns,  his  march  was  conftantly  preceded  by  an  Engliih  gardener,  and  fix  hun- 
dred helpers  ;  they  formed  a-  garden  in  our  flyle,  in  the  environs  of  th'^  fpot  where  the 
tent  of  the  Prince  was  pitched,  even  if  he  continued  only  a  day.  Walks  of  fand  or 
gravel  were  laid  out,  and  decorated  with  borders  of  flowers;  trees  and  Ihrubs  of  all 
forts  and  fizes  were  tranfplanted,  and  ornamental  buildings  imitated  by  temporary 
wooden  ftrudures  ;  if  his  (lay  was  protrafted  the  withered  trees  were  removed,  and  re- 
pleniffied  with  frefii  plantations.  If  the  adjacent  country  produced  no  wood,  ffirubs 
and  limbs  of  forefl;  trees  were  conveyed  from  a  confiderable  dillance.  Pie  purchafed 
an  enormous  quantity  of  diamonds,  with  which  he  not  only  ornamented  his  drefs,  but 
frequently  amufed  himfelf  with  arranging  them  in  various  figures,  and  toffing  them 
with  a  childiffi  farisfaftion  from  one  hand  to  the  other.  He  lavifhed  immenfe  fums  on 
his  numerous  miflreiles,  and  expended  itill  more  in  buildings  which  he  never  inhabited, 
or  never  ufed  but  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  magnificent  fetes. 

Oneof  thefe  galas,  which  he  gave  on  his  return  from  the  conquefl  of  Crim  Tartary, 
in  his  Taurian  palace,  is  minutely  defcribed  in  a  foreign  pubhcation,  which  is  copied 
verbatim  by  the  French  biographer  of  Catharine  the  Second,  and  literally  ti'anflated  in 
the  Engliih  verfion  *.  The  defcription  of  this  fece  fsems  to  realife  the  extravagancies  of 
an  Oriental  tale. 

To  fupply  thefe  expences,  and  gratify  his  paffion  for  amaffing  riches,  he  drew, upon 
the  treafury  for  fums  to  an  unlimited  amount;  and  none  of  his  drafts-were  ever  re- 
jected. 

He  died  at  the  clofe  of  the  fuccefsful  campaign  againfl:  the  Turks,  and  during  the 
negociations  for  peace.  He  had  been  fome  time  ffightLy  indifpofed,  and  prefaged  his 
approaching  death.  At  the  congrefs  of  Yafly,  he  was  attacked  by  an  epidemical  dif- 
temper,  which  he  encreafed  by  every  fpecies  of  excefs  and  intemperance ;  in  his  jour- 
ney from  Yafly  to  Nicolaief,  his  fever  rofe  to  a  crifis,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  cholic, 
alighted  from  his  carriage,  and  throwing  himfelf  on  the  ground,  expired  in  convulfions. 
The  Emprefs  was  at  fird  much  affeded  with  his  death  ;  butfoon  recovered,  and  feemed 
pleafed  with  her  emancipation  from  his  influence. 

Potemkin  was  clumfy  in  his  perfon,  but  of  Herculean  fize  and  ftrength.  A  defect 
in  his  eye  rendered  his  countenance  lowering  and  forbidding  ;  and  his  firil  addrefs  was 

*  Almanach  hiftorique  et  genealogique  de  Berlin  pour  I'annee  1 790.  Caftera's  Vie  de  Catharine  II. 
andTooke's  Life  ofCathaiine  II. 
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not  only  aukwarJ  and  embarrafled,  but  even  timid  and  diilant.  In  mixed  companies 
and  with  flranpcrs,  he  was  filcnt  and  refcrved  ;  but  with  thoie  with  whom  he  was  inti- 
mate, he  was  affable,  cheerful,  and  indulged  himfelf  in  mimicry  and  farcailic  raillery, 
in  which  he  excelled.  In  routs,  balls,  and  large  focieties,  he  was  frequently  fecn 
Handing  ifolated  from  the  company,  abforbed  in  thought  ;  the  involuntary  geftures 
of  his  body,  marked  the  relllefsnels  of  his  difpofition,  and  the  agitation  of  his 
mind,  which  fecmed  labouring  with  vafl:  projefts.  In  fad  he  was  fatiated  with  plea- 
iures,  and  miferable  becaufe  he  had  no  enjoyment  left  to  defirc,  and  every  thing  to 
apprehend. 

He  was  not  fatisned  with  his  high  honours  and  exalted  ftation ;  but  was  perpetually 
forming  fchemes  of  diflinclion  and  aggrandifemcnt.  He  was  folicitous  to  obtain  the 
order  of  the  garter,  and  felt  extremely  difappointed  that  his  application  did  not  fucceed. 
Through  his  influence,  however,  a  treaty  was  negotiated  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ruflia,  by  which  Minorca  was  to  be  ceded  to  the  Emprefs  ;  and  the  whcjie  artillery 
and  llores,  which  were  worth  near  a  million  fterling,  were  to  be  yielded  as  a  gratifi- 
cation to  Prince  Potemkin.  In  return,  the  Emprefs  was  to  fend  feveral  fliips  of  the 
line  to  the  afliftance  of  England.  This  negotiation  was  interrupted  by  the  capture  of 
Minorca.  At  one  time  he  afpired,  at  the  infligation  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  to  be 
Hofpodar  of  Moldavia  and  Waltachia ;  at  another,  by  the  fuggeftions  of  the  King 
of  Prufiia,  to  become  Duke  of  Courland  ;  and  by  the  Houfe  of  Auibia,  he  was  per- 
fuaded.to  afpire  to  the  throne  of  Poland.  All  thefe  fchemes,  rapidly  fucccedins;  each 
other,  kept  him  in  a  continual  ftate  of  reftlefs  agitanon. 

He  was  extremely  attached  to  religious  ceremonies,  particularly  to  the  pomp  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  was  well  verfed  in  ecclefiaftical  matters.  Whenever  difcon- 
tented  with  the  court,  or  vexed  with  the  cabals  againfl  him,  he  expreffed  an  intention 
to  retire,  and  affefted  an  inclination  to  become  a  monk. 

The  room  in  which  he  received  company  was  next  to  his  bed-chamber,  contained  a 
billiard  table,  and  was  ufually  crowded  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  nations.  I  have 
feen  at  the  fame  time  the  principal  minifters  and  generals,  noblemen  of  the  highefl: 
didinftion,  artifls,  and  mechanics  j  Englifh,  French,  Germans,  Swedes,  Danes,  Per- 
fians,  Georgians,  Turks,  Calmucs,  and  Tartars.  Chefs-boards  and  back-gammoa 
tables  were  fcattered  about  the  room,  and  the  company  engaged  in  different  games, 
as  their  fancy  fuggelted.  He  ufually  dined  at  three,  then  retired  into  his  bedchamber, 
to  tafee  his  afternoon  nap,  and  when  he  awoke,  made  his  appearance  in  this  room 
where  the  company  was  affembled,  fometimes  full  dreffed,  at  other  times  in  his  robe 
de  chambre,  and  flippers,  and  occalionally  even  without  (lockings.  He  aniufed  him- 
felf by  overlooking  thoie  who  w^ere  playing,  or  in  talking  with  the  company,  principally 
with  foreigners  or  artifls. 

He  treated  the  Ruffian  nobles  with  great  haughtinefs  ;  but  was  attentive  and  even 
affable  to  foreigners,  when  his  firft  referve  was  worn  off.  In  his  own  houfehold  he 
was  kind  to  his  fervants,  and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  beaten,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  though  he  was  av/are  that  he  was  the  worfe  lerved  for  this  mild 
treatment. 

He  was  Angularly  voracious,  as  well  as  capricious  in  his  appetite.  Befidcs  his  ufual 
meals,  in  which  he  devoured  indircnmii;ately  the  moft  common  as  well  as  the  mod 
coftly  diflies,  he  was  continually  eating  fmall  pates  and  bifcuits,  of  which  he  had  a  con- 
ftant  fupply  placed  even  at  his  bed-fide. 

Dining  one  day  at  Baron  Sutherland's,  court  banker,  and  a  member  of  the  Englifh 
fadory,  he  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  a  round  of  beef,  that  he  defired  the  remainder, 
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with  the  pewter  difli,  and  carving  knife  and  fork,  might  be  fent  to  his  apartments  in 
the  palace.  It  was  regularly  ferved  at  his  table,  and  placed  on  a  fide-board  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  until  it  was  eaten.  The  Prince  applied  to  it  himfelf  feveral  times  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  and  prtfled  thofe  who  vifitcd  him  to  partake  of  the  Englifh  tare. 

He  was  by  nat,u'"*-iaTid  habit  extremely  indolent,  and  often  negletted  the  moll  im- 
portant bufinefs  ;  but  when  roufed  to  exertion,  his  activity  was  as  remarkable  as  his 
lupinenefs.  He  fometimes  ftarted  from  his  luxurious  life  at  PeterlLurgh,  and,  with 
fcarcely  a  moment's  notice,  travelled  like  a  courier,  night  and  day,  in  a  common 
kibitka;  in  thefe  journies  he  adopted  the  food  of  the  Ruflian  peafants,  particularly  the 
black  bread,  garlic,  and  falted  cucumbers,  until  he  reached  the  place  ot  his  deRination, 
when  he  re-affumed  his  cuifomary  mode  of  living. 

He  was  fond  of  wild  and  expenfive  fchemcs,  and  was  always  furrounded  with  pro- 
jectors, who  continually  duped  and  deceived  him. 

A  proof  of  his  fmgular  and  whimfical  difpofition  in  the  conduft  of  the  moft  important 
affairs,  was  communicated  by  a  perfon  prefent  at  the  following  fcene.  Sitting  after 
dinner  at  Karakrim,  or  Old  Crim,  in  company  with  feveral  gentlemen,  both  Ruflians 
and  Englifli,  Potcmkin  faid,  "  let  us  ballot  for  the  capital  of  Crim  Tartary."  Taking 
up  a  rofe,  he  laid  a  leaf  in  one  place,  and  a  fecond  in  another,  exclaiming  "  let  this 
be  for  Achmetfchit,  and  that  for  Batcheferai ;  let  every  one  put  a  leaf  near  that  to 
which  he  gives  the  preference,  without  alleging  a  reafon."  All  did  fo,  and  the  Prince, 
counting  the  leaves,  found  the  majority  for  Achmetfchit,  and  he  faid,  "  let  Achmet- 
fchit be  the  capital,"  and  it  became  the  capital. 

He  warmly  encouraged  commerce  and  manufactures,  was  the  great  patron  of  learn- 
ing, and  particularly  promoted  Greek  literature.  He  poflefled  a  quick  comprehenfion, 
and  furprifing  memory  ;  his  knowledge  of  books  was  general,  though  fuperficial ;  his 
reading  was  principally  confined  to  the  French  belles  lettres,  and  tranflations  of  the 
clafhcs,  particularly  Plutarch,  and  to  Ruffian  authors  on  religious  ceremonies  ;  but  the 
information  which  he  drew  from  perfons  of  eminence  in  every  profeffion  was  prodi- 
gious. 

A  well-drawn  charafter  of  this  extraordinary  man,  by  M.  de  Segua,  French  ambaf- 
fador  at  Peterfburgh,  is  given  in  Callera's  Vie  de  Catherine  II.  ift  edition,  and  in 
Tooke's  tranflation,  vol,  iii.  p.  326. 


Chap. 


COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA,  ']6'J 


Chap.  'HM.— Account  of  Peter  JIL— Appointed  Great-Duke  by  Elhaheth.-^Efpoufes  the 
Princefs  of  Anhalt  Zerhfi. — Difcontcnted. — Re/ides  at  Oranitn^wn. — Coiiflruils  a 
Furtrefs. — Difciplmes  the  Garrifon. — Intrigues  to  exch'dc  him  from  the  Succrjjion. — De- 
feated.—Death  of  Elizabeth. — Acceffion  of  Peter. — His  Rage  for  Reformat  ion.  -Irritates 
the  Clergy^  Army,  and  Nobles.— Enthuftajlic  Admiration  of  the  King  of  Pni/fia.  —  Jncon- 
Jifient  Behaviour  to  his  Confort  Catherine.  — Her  great  Abilities,  prudent  Condud,  and 
Popidarity. — In  Danger  of  being  arrejied. — Heads  a  Party. — Meetings  of  the  Infiir- 
gents. — Infatuation  of  Peter. — Catherine  cfcapes  from  Pcterhof.  —Harangues  the  Guards. 
— Afcends  the  Throne. — Her  Manifcjio. — Advances  againf  the  Emperor. — His  Arrival 
at  Peter hof — Defpondency  and  Irrefolution. — Sails  to  Cronfladt. — Is  refufed  Admit- 
tance.— Retires  to  Oranienbaum. — Refigns  himfelf  into  the  Hands  of  the  Emprefs. — Signs 
his  /abdication,  is  conveyed  a  Prifoncr  to  Robfclm,  and  dies. — His  Body  laid  in  State  and 
interred. — Lenity  of  the  Emprefs  to  his  Adherents, 

THE  revolution  of  1741  placed  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  on  the 
the  throne  of  Ruflia.  In  the  following  year  the  Emprefsf  nominated  Charles  Peter 
Ulric,  fon  of  Charles  Frederic  Duke  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  by  Anne,  her  fifler,  fuc- 
celfor  to  the  crown.  Having  embraced  the  Greek  religion,  he  was  appointed  Great- 
Duke  of  Ruffia,  with  the  accuftomed  formalities,  and  affumcd  the  name  of  Peter 
Feodorovitch.  In  1745  he  efpoufed  Sophia  Augufla,  daughter  of  Chriftian  Auguftus, 
Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  who,  being  re-baptized  according  the  rites  of  the  Greek 
church,  was  called  Catharine  Alexiefna.  She  was  born*  in  1729,  and  was  fixteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Their  only  iflue  were  the  Great-Duke  Paul, 
born  1754  ;  and  Anne,  who  was  born  in  1757,  and  died  in  176'. 

During  the  fird  years  of  their  marriage  the  mof^  perfeft  union  fubfifted  between  them, 
which  was  at  length  fucceeded  by  mutual  averfion  and  difgufl.  Peter,  whofe  mind 
was  warped  by  a  bad  education,  and  who  was  purpofely  eltranged  from  political  affairs, 
was  held  by  Elizabeth  in  a  flate  of  dependance :  a  prey  to  idlenefs,  and  without  the 
power  of  amufmg  himfelf  with  rational  occupations  of  literature,  he  devoted  himfelf  to 
the  moft  trifling  purfuits,  or  to  the  lowefl:  gratifications.  He  was  perpetually  befet 
with  fpies,  who  made  unfavourable  reports  of  his  conduct  to  the  Emprefs,  ever  fufpi- 
cious  of  his  intentions,  and  conftantly  alarmed  with  the  dread  of  a  revolution  fimilar  to 
that  which  had  placed  her  upon  the  throne  f.  At  Peterlburgh  he  had  apartments  in 
the  imperial  palace,  and  lived  more  in  the  ftyle  of  a  ftate  prifoner,  than  of  a  fucceflfor 
to  the  crown.  When  the  Emprefs  removed  to  Peterhof,  he  refided  at  his  favourite 
palace  of  Oranienbaum  ;  where  he  aniufed  himfelf  in  training  his  fcrvants  to  military 
exercifes.     The  Emprefs,  confidering  this  employment  as  likely  to  draw  his  attention 

*  Catharine  was  born  at  Stettin,  \\he\e  her  father,  who  was  in  tlie  PnilTian  fervice,  refiticd  as  governor, 
and  was  educated  with  great  attention  under  the  care  of  her  mother,  who  was  daughter  of  Chrillian 
Anguftiis,  Prince  Bilhop  of  Lubcck.  A  lady  who  knew  her  before  her  marrins;e,  dclciibed  her  to  me 
as  extremely  beautiful,  accompliflied,  and  amiable,  and  added,  that  fhe  exprtdcd  n;reat  rcpujjnance  to  go 
into  RufTia  ;  fhe  even  burft  into  tears,  and  declared  that  flie  would  rather  marry  a  Count  in  Germany  than 
the  Great  Duke. 

f  The  hoirors  of  mind  which  Elizabeth  fuffered  from  apprehenfions  of  this  kind  are  fcarccly  to  be  cre- 
dited. Had  1  not  received  the  following  anecdote  from  the  bell  authority  I  fnould  not  inlert  in.  Btfides 
conftant  wathe*  and  guards  about  her  apartment,  a  perfon,  who  was  originally  a  taylor,  and  in  whom  (he 
repofcd  the  moft  peifeft  confidence,  ufually  lemained  at  the  foot  of  her  bed  while  (lie  wasafieep.  He  occu- 
pied this  extraordinary  poft  two-aud-twenty  years,  and  at  her  death  was  gratilicd  with  a  penllon. 

from 


768  COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA. 

from  political  intrigues,  ordered  a  corps  of  foldiers  to  be  draughted  from  feveral  regi- 
ments, and  to  be  quartered  at  Oranienbaum  under  his  command. 

Peter,  ardent  in  purfuit  of  his  new  occupation,  formed  in  the  garden  a  fortrefs  in 
miniature,  a  few  feet  fquare,  from  which  he  ftudied  praftical  fortification.  Pleafed 
w  th  this  firft  effay,  he  caufj'd  a  larger  and  tnore  regular  fortrefs  to  be  conftrufted  n^ar 
the  palace:  within  was  a  brick  building,  called  the  governor's  houfe,  wooden  habira- 
tations  for  the  principal  officers,  and  barracks  capable  of  containing  fifteen  hundred 
foldiers.  Every  thing  wore  a  martial  appearance*  :  the  hours  of  morning  and  even- 
ing parade  were  marked  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  a  regular  guard  was  flationed,  the 
troops  weredrefled  in  the  German  uniform,  and  taught,  under  his  direction,  the  Pruf- 
fian  exercife.  This  houfe  in  the  fortrefs  was  the  principal  fcene  of  his  convivial  enter- 
tainments ;  there,  when  not  employed  in  exercifing  his  troops,  or  ilTuing  military  or- 
ders, he  palled  his  time  in  drinking  and  fmoknig  with  the  officers,  and  generally  pufhed 
the  pleafures  of  the  table  to  an  excefs  of  intoxication. 

Impatient  of  conflraint,  he  occafionally  broke  into  open  and  bitter  inveclives  againft 
theEm.prefs  ;  he  often  declared  that  he  was  called  into  Ruflia  to  be  confined  like  a  ftate 
prifoner,  frequently  exprelTed  a  defire  to  return  into  lioKlein,  and  founded  his  only 
hopes  of  comfort  on  the  death  of  Elizabeth.  Thefe  expreflions,  always  carried  to  the 
Emprefs,  and  either  wantonly  exaggerated,  or  malignantly  interpreted,  made  fuch  an 
imprefhon  on  that  Princefs,  that  (he  was  nearly  induced,  by  the  Chancellor  Beftuchef, 
to  exclude  him  from  the  fucceflion,  and  declare  Paul  her  heir,  and  Catharine  regent, 
in  cafe  of  a  minority.  Befluchef  reprefented  to  the  Emprefs,  that  Peter  had  proved 
himfelf  unworthy  of  the  crown,  by  openly  exprefling  contempt  for  the  Ruffians,  and 
placing  his  whole  confidence  in  foreigners  ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  bafeft  ingratitude 
to  her,  and  that  fhe  would  confer  a  fignal  fervice  on  her  fubjeiTts,  by  excluding  a  perfon 
fo  difqualified  for  direfting  the  reins  of  empire.  Elizabeth,  won  by  thefe  arguments, 
and  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfions  of  a  confpiracy  faiu  to  be  forming  againft  her  per- 
fon, almoft  confented  to  the  propofal  ;  but,  on  deliberate  refl-^clion,  perfevered  in  her 
former  appointment  of  Peter,  and  Beftuchef  f  was  difgraced.  Such  was  the  fituation 
of  the  court,  when  Elizabeth  died  on  the  25th  of  December  1761. 

Peter 

*  It  is  fingular  to  obferve  the  conformity  In  the  manners,  figure,  arid  purfults  of  the  Emperor  and  his 
fon  Paul.  The  lively  portrait  which  Rulhiere  drew  of  Peter,  equally  refembled  Paul.  "  Une  forte  de 
manie  milit  lire  fe  repandait  fur  totite  fa  vie  ;  fa  figure  naturellement  ridicule,  le  devenait  beaucoup  plus 
fous  un  habillement  ou  il  avait  outre  la  maniere  Prufllenne.  Les  guetres  qu'il  portait  toujours  etoient  {x 
ferrees  qu'elles  lui  otaient  le  mouvement  dea  genoux,  et  I'obligcaient  a  s'afTeoir  et  k  marcher  tout  d'une 
piece.  Un  vafte  chapeau  bizarrement  retroufTe  couvrant  un  petit  vifage  laid  et  malin,  dune  phyfiognomie 
affez  vive  ;  il  fe  plaifait  a  fe  defigurer  encore  par  de  perpetuelles  grimaces,  dont  il  s'etait  fait  un  amufement. 
Son  efprit  n'etait  cependant  fant.  qnelque  vivacite,  et  on  rcconnaifat  en  lui  un  taleiit  affez  marque  pour  la 
bouffonneric."      RuUiiere  Anecdotes  fur  la  Revolution  de  Ruflie,  p.  1 8,  19. 

■f  Of  all  the  principal  nobles  Jifgraci-d  by  Elzabeth,  Rtftuchef  alone  was  not  recalled  to  court  by  Peter; 
a  (Irong  proof  of  his  intrigues  againft  that  Prince,  who,  with  all  his  weaknefs,  wasof  a  temper  exceedingly- 
humane  and  forgiving.     He  wa^;  recalled  at  the  acceffion  of  Catharine. 

It  appears  from  fome  of  Mr.  Keith's  difpatches  to  Lord  Holderdefle,  that  Beftuchef  was  difgraced  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  French  party,  and  that  he  was  fufpecled  of  caballing  in  favour  of  the  Great-Duchefs. 
Two  extracfls  from  thefe  difpatches  will  ferve  to  fhew  her  melancholy  fituation,  and  the  prevalence  of  thefe 
fufp  cions. 

"  The  poor  Grand-Duchefs  is  ftill  in  diftrcfs;  but  it  is  thought  a  reconciliation,  an  apparent  one  at 
leaft,  will  foon  be  brought  about  between  the  Emprefs  and  her  ;  and  as  a  forerunner  of  it.  Count  Peter 
Schuwallow  affured  her  the  other  day,  from  Her  Majedy,  that  nothing  fevere  fhould  happen  to  any  of 
the  prifoners.  I  believe  this  is  true,  as  I  know,  by  another  channel,  that  the  Emprefs  does  not  intend  to 
confifcate  the  Chancellor's  eftate,  and  it  is  even  faid,  that  Her  Majefty  is  uneafy  about  what  has  already 
happened  to  him,  as  nothing  of  eoiifequcnce  has  yet  appeared  againft  him. 

"  Count 
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Peter  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  with  all  the  joy  of  a  perfon  enlarged  from  a 
long  confinement ;  he  releafed  the  principal  flate  prifoners,  particularly  Biron,  Duke  of 
Cpurland,  Marfhal  Munich  *,  and  Leflof  f  ;  and  in  all  flate  affairs  conduded  himfelf 
on  political  principles  diametrically  oppofite  to  thole  of  the  late  Emprefs. 

Elizabeth,  at  the  time  of  her  deceafe,  was,  in  conjundion  with  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Paris,  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  King  of  Pruilia,  which  promifed  a  fpeedy  and 
glorious  termination.  The  refources  of  Frederick  were  nearly  exhausted  ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  his  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  oppofition,  he  feemed  on  the  point  of  being 
overwhelmed  by  the  number  and  perfeverance  of  his  enemies.  But  Peter  no  fooner 
afcended  the  throne,  than,  facrificing  every  other  confideration  to  his  extravagant 
enthufiafm  for  the  character  of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  he  difpatched  an  envoy  to  Berlin, 
to  propofe  an  immediate  reconciliation,  to  which  Frederic  acceded,  and  a  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities  was  foon  concluded.  Peter  recalled  his  troops  from  the  Aultrian  army,  and 
in  a  fhort  interval  fent  a  reinforcement  of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  his  favourite  hero. 
Thus,  within  the  fpace  only  of  a  few  months.  Ruffian  forces  joined  the  Pruffian  army, 
in  order  to  drive  from  Silefia  thofe  very  Auftrians  who  had  been  brought  into  that 
province  by  the  Ruffian  arms. 

Having  gratified  his  inclination  without  confulting  his  allies,  or  the  honour  of  his 
empire,  he  aimed  at  recovering  his  paternal  inheritance,  the  duchy  of  Slefvick ;  and  did 
not  hefitate  to  involve  his  fubjefts  in  an  expenfive  war  with  Denmark,  on  account  of 
claims  confidered  by  many  as  ill-founded  and  chimerical.  Peter,  as  Duke  of  Holftein, 
formed  pretenfions  to  that  duchy,  although  ceded  by  a  treaty  in  1732  :  and  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  ordered  an  army  to  march  into  Holltein, 
which  he  purpofed  to  command  in  perfon. 

With  refped  to  the  interior  adminiftration  of  affairs,  the  Emperor  turned  his  atten- 


"  Count  Poniatowiki  is  involved  in  the  late  intrigues,  and  it  is  thought  he  will  not  remain  long  at  this 
court.  Peterfburgh,  March  19/30,  1758.     Private  and  Secret." 

"  As  to  the  Great-Duchefs,  flie  has  been  all  along  in  great  dillrefs  :  ill  with  the  Emprefs,  and  Hill  worfc 
with  the  Grand-Duke,  flie  received  the  other  day  a  very  fenfible  mortification  ;  one  of  her  favourite  bed- 
chamber women  having  been  taken  from  her,  and  put  under  arreft.  This,  as  1  hear,  occafioned  an  in- 
terview between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Duchefs  about  four  days  ago,  in  which,  after  fome  (harp  reproofs 
on  one  fide,  and  warm  expoftulations  on  the  othtr.  Her  Imperial  Highnefs  fell  at  the  Emprefs's  feet,  and 
told  her  that  fince  fhe  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  incur  Her  Majefty's  difpleafure,  though  innocently, 
and  had  thereby  drawn  upon  herfelf  fo  many,  and  fuch  fenfible  mortifications,  as,  joined  to  family  quar- 
rels, made  her  life  a  burthen  to  her,  fhe  had  but  one  favour  to  allc  her,  namely,  that  Her  Majefty  would 
allow  her  to  retire  out  of  RuHia,  and  to  pafs  the  reft  of  her  time  with  her  mother,  afTuring  the  Emprefs, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  if  Her  Majefty  fhould  think  it  for  the  intereft  of  her  empire,  that  the  Great-Duke 
ftiould  take  another  wife,  neither  fhe  nor  any  of  her  family  would  make  the  fnialleft  objeftion  to  it.  The 
Emprefs,  they  fay.  was  greatly  affefted  with  this  difcourfe,  and  talked  with  much  more  foftnefs  than  be- 
fore to  the  Grand-Duchefs,  entering  into  feveral  particulars  with  a  greater  air  of  kindnefs  than  ftie  had 
done  for  a  long  while  paft :  and  when  in  the  converfation  Her  Imperial  Highnefs  was  beginning  to  touch 
upon  fome  things  relating  to  the  Grand-Duke's  unkindncfs,  (who  was  prefent  all  the  while)  the  Emprefs 
made  her  a  fign  to  hold  her  tongue,  and  in  ^  low  voice  told  her,  that  (lie  muft  have  another  converfation 
with  her  alone,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  very  foon.  It  was  thought  Wednefday  laft  was  the  day  appointed 
for  it,  as  Her  Majefty,  whofe  heart  is  at  bottom  both  good  and  tender,  was  to  take  the  facrament  the 
next  day.  It  is  hoped  a  reconciliation  may  have  been  the  confequence  of  that  meeting ;  and  certainly  the 
generality  of  people  wiih  it  very  fincerely,  the  Great-Duchefs  having  many  friends  among  thofe  of  the  firft; 
rank.  St.  Peterfburgh,  April  7/28,  1758.     Secret." 

*  For  an  account  of  Biron,  fee  book  v.  c.  ix.  and  of  Marfhal  Munich  the  next  chapter. 

■(•  Leftof  was  a  furgeon  ;  by  birth  a  German  ;  he  was  a  partifan  of  Elizabeth,  and  aflifted  her  in  plan- 
ning the  revolution  of  1742.  liut  that  ungrateful  Princefs  forgot  this  favour  ;  and,  becaufe  Leftof  be- 
came haughty  and  impertingnt,  banifhcd  and  detained  him  in  prifon  until  (he  died. 
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tion  to  reform  his  kingdom  ;  and  envy  muft  allow,  that,  notwithftanding  his  predpU 
tancy  and  imprudence,  Ruffia  dates  feveral  ufeful  alterations  from  his  fhort  reign. 
Peter  annulled  the  fecret  council  or  inquifition  *  of  ftate  ;  aboliflied  many  oppreffive 
prerogaiives,  formed  a  plan  for  correfting  the  abufes  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and 
for  introducing  a  lefs  corrupt  fyflem  of  jurifprudence.  He  freed  the  nobles  from  their 
obligation  of  ierving  in  the  army,  and  permitted  them  to  travel  into  foreign  countries, 
which  before  depended  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  fovereign. 

During  the  firft  fix  weeks  of  his  reign,  Peter  propofed  fo  many  beneficial  regulations, 
and  made  fo  many  judicious  refledlons,  that  thofe  who  had  formed  a  mean  idea  of  his 
capacity,  conceived  themfelves  miftaken  ;  and  imagined,  that,  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  he  had,  from  motives  of  policy,  affeded  a  deficiency  of  underftanding.  His 
fubfequent  conduft,  however,  fully  proved  that  he  was  ftill  the  fame  weak  and  impru- 
dent prince  ;  that  he  could  only  adopt  the  fchemes  fuggefted  by  others,  but  did  not 
poffefs  abilities  fufEcient  to  carry  them  into  execution  ;  that  he  had  all  the  rage  of 
reformation,  whhout  the  judgment  neceffary  for  a  reformer.  Thefe  falutary  regula- 
tions were  accompanied  with  others  that  were  trifling,  fome  that  were  detrimental, 
and  feveral,  which,  although  in  themfelves  ufeful,  yet  being  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  and 
genius  of  his  people,  were  imprudently  propofed  in  the  commencement  of  his  reign. 

He  irritated  the  clergy  by  fecularizing  the  eftates  of  the  monafleries,  and  affigning 
penfions  far  inferior  in  value  to  incomes  of  the  ecclefiaflics  before  this  alteration ;  by 
forbidding  the  admiflion  of  novices  into  convents  before  the  age  of  thirty,  and  by  or- 
dering many  painted  images  of  faints  to  be  removed  from  the  churches.  He  banifhed 
the  Archbilhop  of  Novogorod,  for  refufing  to  confent  to  thefe  ordinances  ;  but  finding 
this  a£t  of  arbitrary  power  attended  with  general  difcontent,  he  was  obliged  to  recall 
him.  Being  himfelf  educated  in  the  Lutheran  church,  he  had  embraced  the  Greek 
religion  with  a  view  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  in  pofTeffion, 
than  he  imprudently  difplayed  his  contempt  of  many  rites  and  ceremonies,  regarded 
by  his  fubjects  with  profound  reverence..  He  built  a  Lutheran  chapel  in  the  fortrefs 
of  Oranienbaum,  was  prefent  at  the  dedication,  and  diflributed  with  his  own  hand 
books  of  hymns  to  the  German  foldiers.  This  circumftance  might  have  paffed  un- 
noticed, had  he  not  been  abfent  at  the  confecration  of  a  Ruffian  church  in  the  fame 
place. 

He  offended  the  army  by  his  preference  of  the  Holftein  troops,  by  introducing  the 
Pruffian  difcipline,  and  appointing  new  uniforms  to  feveral  regiments.  He  particu- 
larly gave  umbrage  to  the  guards,  accuftomed  to  refide  in  the  capital,  by  ordering 
two  regiments  to  march  into  Pomerania,  where  the  army  againft  Denmark  was 
sffembled. 

He  affronted  the  nobility  by  appointing  his  uncle  Prince  George  of  Holflein  gene- 
raliffmio  of  the  forces,  and  by  the  fuperior  confidence  which  he  placed  in  foreigners. 
He  inflamed  the  general  odium  by  the  public  contempt  he  expreffed  for  the  Ruffian 
nation,  for  their  religion  and  manners.  He  raifed  great  difcontents,  as  well  by  en- 
gaging  in  the  war  with  Denmark,  a  war  which  feemed  totally  unconne<5ted  with  the 
interelts  of  the  empire,  as  by  his  boundlefs  admiration  of  the  Great  Frederick,  with 

♦  Tbis  ftate  inquifition  was  invented  by  Alexey  Michaelovitcli  ;  it  confifled  of  a  fecret  committee  of 
confidential  perfons,  appointed  to  judge  ciiminals  fufpefled  of  high  treafon.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  and 
fexes  were  liable  to  be  arrefted  upon  the  flighteft  fufpicions,  and  tortured  in  the  moil  dreadful  manner. 
There  was  a  catch-word* — Slovo  i  delo,  "  Words  and  deeds  ;"  whioh,  if  any  one  only  pronounced 
againft  another,  was  fufficient  caufe  for  Jiis  being  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent  to  the  fecret  com- 
•njittee. 
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whom  Ruffia  had  been  fo  lately  and  fo  long  in  a  ftate  of  hoflility.  During  the  life 
of  Elizabeth,  he  expreifed  his  concern  to  one  of  the  foreign  minifters,  that  the  Emprcfs 
had  invited  him  to  Ruflia :  "  If,"  added  he,  "  I  had  remained  Duke  of  liolftein,  I 
fhould  now  have  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  Pruflian  fervice,  and  have  the  honour 
of  ferving  perfonally  fo  great  a  monarch  ;  an  honour  which  I  efteem  far  fuperior  to 
that  of  being  Great-Duke."  After  his  acceflion,  he  ufed  publicly  to  call  him  maftcr. 
Talking  with  one  of  his  favourites  upon  this  topic,  he  fald,  "  You  know  I  have  been 
a  faithful  fervant  to  my  majler;  for  you  remember  that  I  tranfmitted  to  him  intelligence 
of  all  the  fecrets  of  the  cabinet."  And  as  the  perfon,  to  whom  this  difcourfe  was  ad- 
drefled,  hefitated  making  a  reply  ;  "  What  are  you  afraid  of?"  returned  theEmperor» 
"  the  old  woman  is  not  now  alive,  and  cannot  fend  you  into  Siberia."  He  generally 
wore  a  Pruflian  uniform  ;  cxpreffed  the  utmofl:  fatisfaftion  at  the  formality  of  being 
appointed  an  officer  in  the  King's  fervice  ;  and  when  he  fent  his  minifter  to  Berlin  to 
negotiate  a  mutual  alliance,  gave  him  fecret  inftruftions  to  be  careful  that  no  perfon 
lliould  be  promoted  above  him  in  the  Pruflian  army.  On  receiving  the  patent  which 
conferred  upon  him  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  that  fervice,  he  drefled  himfelf  in 
his  new  uniform,  ordered  a  general  difcharge  of  the  cannon  in  the  fortrefs  of  Oranien- 
baum,  gave  a  magnificent  entertainment  in  honour  of  his  promotion,  and  drank  his 
viajler's  health  until  he  became  quite  intoxicated  *. 

During  his  fnort  reign  he  maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  and  always  received  from  him  the  mofl  falutary  advice.  That  able  monarch 
earneltiy  diflliaded  him  from  the  Danifh  war  ;  but  finding  him  obflinately  determined, 
advifed  him  to  be  firft  crowned  at  Mofcowwith  the  ufual  folemnities,  and,  when  hemarch- 
ed  to  Holftein,  to  carry  in  his  train  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  fuch  of  the  Ruffian  nobles 
as  were  fufpefted  of  difaffedion.  Frederick  alfo  cautioned  him  againft  alienating  the 
lands  of  the  monafteries,  and  interfering  with  the  drefs  of  the  clergy,  and  particularly 
recommended  a  due  attention  to  his  confort.  Indeed,  the  King,  whofe  penetration  is 
equal  to  his  valour,  forefaw  the  confequences  which  were  likely  to  refult  from  the 
Emperor's  imprudent  conduft,  and  ordered  his  ambaflador  at  Peterfburgh  to  fhow 
every  mark  of  refpeft  to  the  Emprefs. 

Had  the  advice  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  been  adopted,  Peter  might  have  avoided  his 
unhappy  deftiny  ;  but  it  was  the  chai-a£ler  of  that  mifguided  Prince  to  purfue  \vith  un- 
remitted  obftinacy  what  he  had  once  refolved.  Though  his  plans  of  reformation  were, 
in  many  refpedls,  highly  falutary  ;  yet  the  precipitancy  with  which  he  endeavoured  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  and  his  impolitic  defiance  of  popular  prejudices,  deftroyed 
the  affeftion  of  his  fubjefts,  fomented  the  intrigues  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  terminated 
in  his  dethronement. 

In  no  light  did  the  inconfiftency  of  his  charafter  manifeft-  itfelf  more  ftrohgly,  than 
in  his  behaviour  to  his  confort.  During  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Catharine  employed 
her  hours  of  leifure  in  a  courfe  of  affiduous  ftudy,  and  particularly  applied  herfelf  to 
thofe  authors  who  were  moft  eminent  for  political  knowledge :  born  with  luperior 
Ebilities,  fhp  improved  them  by  a  conllant  habit  of  reflexion,  and  paid  an  unremitting 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  her  mind.  Her  mild  and  infinuating  manners,  her 
engaging  addrefs,  the  graces  of  her  perfon,  her  unwearied  affiduities,  and  a  perpetual 

*  Lord  Buckinghamfliire,  in  a  private  letter  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  thus  accounts  for  the  predileflion  of 
Peter  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  :  "Peter  111.  was,  in  his  youth,  at  the  court  of  Pruina,  and  being 
greatly  ilruck  with  the  military  difcipllne,  the  impreffion  it  made  on  him  was  fo  llrong,  that  he  lhoup;lit 
any  deviation  from  it  inexcufahle,  and  a  little  htfore  his  misfortunes,  he  remonftrattd  in  a  letter  to  i-lis 
Majefty,  agamft  fomcalteiations  he  had  lately  made  in  the  uniform," 
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fund  of  interefting  converfation,  conciliated  the  favour  of  the  fufpicious  Eh'zabeth,  who 
treated  her  with  complacency  and  affeftion.  Even  her  hufband,  though  his  general 
behaviour  to  her  was  contemptuous  and  unmannerly,  occafionally  teftified  great  refpecEt 
for  her  fuperior  abilities,  and  ufualiy  demanded  her  advice  in  every  important  emer- 
gency. Whenever  any  mifunderftanding  arofe  between  him  and  Elizabeth,  Catharine 
was  employed  as  mediatrix ;  and  Peter  not  unfrequently  owed  a  favourable  reception 
at  court  to  her  influence.  After  his  accefllon,  though  he  gave  public  marks  of  deep- 
rooted  averfion,  yet  he  would  often  behave  to  her  with  deference.  By  an  unac- 
countable aft  of  imprudence,  he,  in  a  full  court,  inverted  her  with  the  exterior  deco- 
rations of  fovereignty ;  while,  in  the  charafter  of  Colonel,  he  prefented  to  her  the 
officers  of  his  regiment.  At  the  bleffing  of  the  waters,  when  the  Ruffian  monarch 
appears  in  all  the  pomp  of  majefty,  the  ceremony  was  left  to  the  Emprefs,  and  he 
mounted  guard  as  Colonel,  and  laluted  her  with  his  pike.  Under  all  thefe  circum- 
itances,  the  dignity  of  her  deportment  was  fo  ftriking,  that  it  was  impoffible  not  to 
contrail  her  behaviour  with  the  trifling  levity  of  her  hufband's  condufl: ;  and  to  give 
the  preference  where  it  was  fo  evidently  due.  Thus  this  infatuated  Prince,  .at  the 
very  time  he  was  fully  determined  to  divorce  and  imprifon  his  wife,  imprudently  dif- 
played  to  his  fubjefts  her  capacity  for  empire;  and,  while  he  proclaimed  her  forfeiture 
of  his  own  efl:eem,  adopted  every  method  to  fecure  to  her  that  of  the  whole  nation. 
Meanwhile  the  breach  was  continually  widened  :  he  occafionally  behaved  to  her  with 
the  mofl  brutal  contumely  ;  and  once,  in  particular,  at  an  entertainment  he  gave  in 
honour  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  he  publicly  aflVonted  her  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fhe 
burft  into  tears,  and  retired  from  table.  Thus  his  infults,  no  lefs  than  his  deference, 
equally  attradted  odium  to  himfelf,  and  popularity  to  Catharine. 

It  is  alfo  a  well-known  fact,  that  he  more  than  once  avowed  an  intention  of  arrefting 
both  her  and  the  Great-Duke,  whom  he  propofed  to  exclude  from  the  fucceffion,  and 
of  marrying  Elizabeth  Countefs  of  Voronzof,  his  favourite  miftrefs.  Information  of 
this  alarming  meafure  was  immediately  conveyed  to  Catharine,  through  the  imprudence 
of  the  Countefs.  By  the  fame,  or  other  means,  as  well  as  by  the  indifcretion  of  Peter 
himfelf,  the  Emprefs  obtained  early  intelligence  of  every  refolution  formed  againft  her 
perlbn.  She  was  thus  enabled  to  feize  the  decifive  moment  of  enterprize,  and  fecure 
her  fafety  by  preventing  the  defigns  of  her  hufband. 

Indeed  her  danger  became  every  day  more  and  more  imminent,  and  the  moment  of 
her  arrefl  feemed  at  hand.  A  brick  houfe,  confiffing  of  eleven  rooms,  had,  by  the 
Emperor's  order,  been  confl:ru£led  in  the  fortrefs  of  SchluflTelburgh  *,  for  a  perfon  of 
very  confiderable  confequence,  and  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  be  almofl:  finifhed  within 
fix  weeks.  Peter  went  himfelf  to  Schluflelburgh  with  a  view  to  examine  it ;  and  no 
great  depth  of  penetration  was  requifite  to  perceive  that  it  was  built  for  the  Emprefs. 
In  this  important  crifis  a  meeting  of  her  party  was  held  at  Peterfburgh.  This  party 
was  extremely  fmall,  and,  excepting  the  Princefs  Dafhkof,  and  her  particular  adhe- 
rents, confifl:ed  only  of  a  few  among  the  principal  nobility.  The  mod  confpicuous  of 
thefe  were  Prince  Volkonflii,  Count  Panin,  Governor  of  the  Great-Duke,  and  Count 
Razamofski,  Hetman  of  the  Ukraine.  In  the  firfl  confultations  for  dethroning  Peter, 
it  was  propofed,  according  to  the  plan  of  Chancellor  Beftuchef,  to  declare  the  Great- 
Duke  Emperor,  and  Catharine  regent  during  his  minority  ;  and  this  would  have  been 
the  meafure  naturally  followed  in  any  country,  wherein  the  order  of  fucceffion  was 
snore  fixed  than  in  Ruffia.     Only  a  few  days  before  the  revolution,  the  inconvenience 

*  See  the  defcn'ptlon  of  this  building  in  book  iv.  chap.  7. 
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attending  a  minority,  joined  to  the  popularity  and  abilities  of  the  Emprefs,  induced  her 
party  to  adopt  the  refolution  of  placing  her  upon  the  throne.  At  thefe  meetings  va- 
rious plans  of  an  infurrection  were  propofed  ;  but  it  was  at  length  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  delay  their  attempt  until  Peter's  departure  for  Holftein. 

Although  only  a  few  perfons  were  engaged  in  this  momentous  enterprife  ;  yet  the 
defigns  of  the  party  could  not  be  concealed  from  the  friends  of  the  Emperor,  who 
earneftly  intreated  him  to  inveftigate  the  foundation  of  the  report.  But  Peter,  who 
had  committed  the  care  of  the  Emprefs's  perfon  to  thofe  in  whom  he  placed  the 
higheft  confidence,  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  the  flighteft  credit  to  the 
rumour;  and  indeed  he  was  fo  convinced  of  its  falfehood,  that  any  fuggeftions  on 
that  head  always  offended  him.  One  of  his  confidents  prefented  him  a  memorial  in 
writing,  in  which  the  names  of  feveral  confpirators  were  mentioned.  "  What,  always 
the  old  ftory  !"  faid  the  Emperor;  "  here,  take  back  your  paper,  and  do  not  trouble 
me  any  more  with  fuch  idle  tales."  His  uncle,  Prince  George  of  Holftein,  was  fre- 
quently heard  to  fay,  that  he  was  tired  of  tendering  remonflrances,  and  that  the  Em- 
.peror  was  infenfible  to  the  danger  of  his  fituation.  On  the  very  morning  of  the 
revolutbn,  about  two  o'clock,  an  officer,  who  had  a  great  fliare  in  Peter's  confidence, 
arrived  at  Oranienbaum,  and  demanded  to  fpeak  witii  him  on  an  affair  of  the  greateft 
importance.  Being,  after  lome  difficulty,  admitted,  he  acquainted  the  Emperor  with 
feveral  circumftances,  which  feemed  to  indicate  a  confpiracy  on  the  point  of  breaking 
out :  but  the  infatuated  Prince,  far  from  paying  the  leafb  attention  to  the  intelligence, 
ordered  the  officer  under  immediate  arrefl,  for  prefuming  to  difturb  him  at  fo  late  an 
hour.  And  yet  at  this  very  hour  his  dethronement  was  determined,  which  event  was 
accelerated  by  a  circumflance  perfeQly  unconneded  with  the  intentions  of  the  oppofite 
party. 

The  arreft  of  one  of  the  Emprefs's  adherents,  a  lieutenant  in  the  guards,  whofe  name 
was  PafTec,  greatly  alarmed  her  friends,  as  they  concluded  that  the  Emperor  had  pene- 
trated their  defign  ;  and  although  they  foon  difcovered  that  it  had  been  occafioned  by 
fome  irregularity  of  which  he  had  been  guilty  as  an  officer ;  yet  their  confternation 
haflened  the  execution  of  the  enterprize.  Every  moment  was  big  with  danger  ;  and 
adifcovery  feemed  inevitable  if  the  infurredion  was  delayed  until  the  Emperor's  depar- 
ture for  Holflein. 

The  Emprefs,  however,  who  continued  at  Peterhof,  fhuddered  at  the  advice  to  pre- 
cipitate the  hour  of  action  :  her  refolution  at  this  awful  crifis,  when  immediate  decifion 
was  neceflary,  feemed  for  a  moment  to  fail,  and  fhe  hefitated  to  affent ;  but  her  party  at 
Peterfburgh,  convinced  that  the  leafl  delay  would  prove  fatal,  difpatched,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th  of  June,  an  empty  carriage  to  Peterhof,  the  appointed  fignal  for  her 
approach  to  the  capital.  Catharine,  whofe  greatnefs  of  mind  foon  returned  to  fupport 
her  in  this  dreadful  ftate  of  fufpenfe,  inftantly  efcaped  from  her  apartment  -,  and,  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  traverfed  the  garden  to  the  place  where  the  car- 
riage *  was  waiting  for  her,  was  conveyed  with  all  fpeed  to  Peterfljurgh.  It  was  pre- 
concerted that  Count  Panin  fhould  attend  to  the  faf^ety  of  the  Great-Duke's  perfon ; 
that  Gregory  Orlof  fhould  remain  in  the  capital  to  win  over  fome  of  the  guards ;  and. 
that  Count  Razomofski  fhould  prepare  his  regiment  for  the  reception  of  the  Emprefs. 

*  This  carriage  was  conduced  by  one  of  the  Emprefs's  mofl  confidential  adherents,  I  beh'eve  by  Count 
Alexey  Orlof;  but  as  1  found  it  imprafticable  pofitively  to  afcenain  the  perfon,  I  was  unwilling  to  ad- 
vance any  faft,  of  which  I  was  not  as  perfeAly  convinced  as  the  intricate  nature  of  thefe  affairs  would  ad- 
mit. I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  he  was  afliftcd  by  Prince  Baratin(l;i,  who  remained  with  the  carriage, 
while  he  repaired  to  the  Emprefs'a  apartment. 

In 
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In  confequence  of  this  determination,  Catharine  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  the  Ifmai- 
lofski  guards.  The  hour  was  fo  early  that  Razomofski,  the  Colonel,  was  not  yet  ar- 
rived, a  circumftance  fufficient  to  have  difconcerted  a  perfon  of  lefs  fpirit ;  but  the 
Emprefs,  having  difpatched  a  meffenger  to  him,  fummoned  the  officers  and  foU 
diers.  A  few  who  had  been  apprized  by  Orlof  were  ready  ;  while  ^the  greater  part, 
being  roufed  unexpeftedly  from  their  flumber,  made  their  appearance  fcarcely  half 
drefled. 

1  he  Emprefs  laid  before  them  the  bad  conduft  of  the  Emperor,  his  avowed  contempt 
of  the  Ruffians,  his  averfion  to  their  cuttoms,  and  his  attachment  to  foreignei-s.  She 
expofed  the  dangers  which  awaited  herfelf,  her  fon,  and  the  principal  nobility ;  flie 
expatiated  upon  the  probable  fubverfion  of  their  religion  and  government,  and  exhorted 
all  thofe  to  follow  her,  who  were  defirous  of  faving  their  country,  and  refcuing  her  and 
the  Great  Duke  from  deflruftion.  Her  fpeech,  occafionally  interrupted  with  fighs 
and  tears,  was  fnort  and  pathetic,  and,  further  enforced  by  the  graces  of  her  perfon; 
made  an  indantaneous  impreffion.  The  greater  part  of  the  foldiers  anfwered  her 
with  loud  acclamations  ;  a  few  officers,  indeed,  at  firft  feemed  to  hefitate  j  but  the  ar-. 
rival  of  Razomofski  quieted  their  apprehenfions,  and  the  whole  regiment  offered  to 
facrifice  their  lives  in  her  caufe.  Catharine  then  proceeded  to  the  church  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  of  Cafan,  and  was  joined  by  other  bodies  of  guards,  and  by  many  of  the 
principal  nobility-.  Service  being  performed  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  the 
Emprefs  took  the  accuftomed  oath,  after  which  the  nobles  and  people  flocked  in 
crowds  to  fwear  allegiance  to  the  new  fovereign.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony 
fhe  repaired  to  the  fenatc,  the  members  of  which  body  acknowledged  her  fole  Emprefs. 
A  report,  induflrioufly  circulated,  that  Peter  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  proved 
favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  revolution.  The  fuite  of  the  Emprefs  continually  aug- 
mented. Two  regiments  of  guards,  who  had  fcarcely  quitted  Peterfburgh  to  join  the 
army  in  Pomerania,  were  immediately  recalled,  and  repaired  without  delay  to  the  ftand- 
ard  of  the  Emprefs. 

Even  in  thofe  governments  where  the  pretorian  bands,  ftationed  in  the  capital,  depofe 
Sovereigns,  or  raife  them  to  the  throne,  fome  plaufible  pretence  mud  be  urged  to  ren- 
der a  revolution  popular,  and  engage  the  general  voice  to  ratify  the  deed  of  the  foldiery. 
"When  Elizabeth  feized  the  reins  of  empire,  the  attachment  of  the  nation  to  the  memory 
of  her  father  induced  the  public  to  applaud  that  tranfaftion  ;  and  in  this  inftance  Peter 
had,  by  fome  parts  of  his  condudi:,  rendered  himfelf  fo  odious,  and,  by  others,  fo  con- 
temptible to  his  fubjefts,  that  the  firft  account  of  his  dethronement,  and  of  Catharine*s 
acceffion,  announced  in  the  manifefto,  was  received  with  univerfal  joy. 

"  Catharine  II.  by  the  grace  of  God  Emprefs  and  Autocratix  of  All  the  Ruffias,  to 
all  cur  faithful  fubjeds,  &c. 

"  All  the  true  fons  of  Ruffia  have  clearly  feen  the  danger  which  threatened  the 
whole  Ruffian  empire.  Firft,  the  foundation  of  our  orthodox  Greek  religion  has  been 
fhaken,  and  its  tradition  expofed  to  total  ruin,  fo  that  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  faith, 
which  has  been  eftablifhed  in  Ruffia  from  the  earlieft  times,  would  be  entirely  changed, 
and  a  foreign  religion  introduced.  In  the  fecond  place,  the  glory  which  Ruffia  had 
acquired  at  theexpence  of  fo  much  blood,  and  which  was  carried  to  the  greateft  height 
by  her  viclorious  arms,  has  been  trampled  under  foot  by  the  peace  lately  concluded 
with  its  greateft  enemy.  And,  laftly,  the  domeftic  regulations,  which  are  the  bafis  of 
the  country's  welfare,  have  been  totally  overturned. 

"  For  thefe  caufes,  overcome  by  the  imminent  dangers  with  which  our  faithful 
fubjeds  were  threatened,  and  feeing  how  fmcere  and  exprefs  their  defires  were  on  this 

head, 
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head,  we,  putting  our  truft  in  the  Almighty  and  his  divine  juflice,  have  afcended  the 

Imperial  throne  of  All  the  Ruffias,  and  have  received  a  folemn  oath  of  fidelity  from 

all  our  faithful  fubjei^ts.  «T>^n        ut  a   ^  c        ^„ 

•*  "  Peterlburgh,  June  28,  O.  S.  1762." 

All  the  adherents  of  the  Emperor  were  arretted  ;  among  the  reft  Prince  George 
<)f  Holftein,  who  came  to  Peterlburgh  on  the  26th,  under  pretence  of  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  Emperor's  departure ;  but,  in  reality,  to  watch  the  oppofite  party. 
Not  the  leaft  oppofition  was  made  from  any  quarter  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Emprefs  ; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  ftreets  of  Peterfturgh  were  filled  with  foldiers,  who  are  ge- 
nerally tumultuous  and  ungovernable  in  fuch  dreadful  periods  ;  yet  the  greatell  order 
and  difcipline  were  preferved.,  and  no  injury  v/as  offered  to  any  individuals*. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  the  Emprefs,  habited  like  a  man,  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards, 
with  a  branch  of  oak  in  her  hat,  a  drawn  fword  in  her  hand,  and  mounted  upon  a  grey 
fteed,  marched  towards  Peterhof,  accompanied  by  the  Princefs  Daflikof,  the  Hetman 
Razomofski,  the  Orlofs,  and  her  principal  adherents,  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand 
troops. 

About  eight  miles  from  the  capital,  Catharine  entered  a  public-houfe  called  Krafnoi- 
Cabakt,  and  employed  herfeif  for  feme  time  in  tearing  and  burning  a  large  quantity 
of  papers.  She  then  flung  herielf  in  her  clothes  upon  an  ordinary  bed,  flept  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  was  on  horfeback  by  break  of  day  |,  and  proceeded  about  four  miles 
to  the  convent  of  St.  Sergius  at  Strelna,  into  which  fhe  retired  while  the  troops  en- 
camped around.  At  eight  General  Ifmailof  arrived  at  Strelna  with  a  meffage  from  the 
Emperor,  whofe  fituation  was  now  become  truly  critical. 

While  the  revolution  was  carrying  on  at  Peterfturgh,  Peter  remained  at  Oranien- 
baum  in  thoughilefs  fecurity.  He  palled  the  evening  which  preceded  the  revolution  ia 
the  fortrefs,  in  company  with  a  few  chofen  friends,  with  whom  he  indulged,  as  ufual, 
in  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  and  retired  late  to  reft  intoxicated.  In  the  morning  he 
-dreffed  himfelf  in  his  Prufhan  uniform,  and  fet  out  at  eleven  for  Peterhof,  in  order  to 
^celebrate  the  feaft  of  the  Apoftles  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  expefting  to  meet  the  Emprefs 
at  dinner,  and  intending,  as  it  is  reported,  to  put  her  under  an  arreft  §.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  her  uncle  Count  Vorontzof,  his  favourite  Godovitz, 
Marflial  Munic,  and  many  of  the  nobility  cf  both  fexes,  who  formed  his  court  [|.     He 

*  Several  Englift  merdiaiits  had  qr.ittcd  their  houfes  before  they  were  apprized  of  the  revohiticin  ;  but 
found  no  difficulty  in  returning  through  the  ioldiers  pofted  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  One  gentleman 
in  paiticular  informed  me,  that  he  went  about  fix  in  the  morning  to  tlie  cuttoin  houfe,  and  was  furprifcd  to 
■find  no  one  there.  After  flaying  fome  time,  he  returned  ho.iie  :  and,  in  his  way  over  the  bridge  of  the 
Neva,  met  a  friend,  who  aOced  him  what  was  the  matter,  for  every  thing  appeared  in  confiifun.  He  had 
fcarcely  finifhed  thefe  word?,  when  about  three  hundred  horfemen,  with  drawn  fwords  in  their  hands, 
galloped  acrofs  the  bridge  ;  a  pricll  traverfing  the  bridge  at  the  fame  lime  in  a  carriage,  the  two  Engli(h- 
men  flood  by  the  fide  of  it.  Some  of  the  guards,  as  they  paffcd  by  the  pricil,  waved  their  fwords  over 
their  h«ads,  crying  out  at  the  fame  time,  "  All  goes  well — vivat  Catherine  II."  And  this  was  the  fiilt 
intelligence  thele  merchants  received  of  the  revolution. 

f    l<ulhiere  dignifies  this  public-houle  with  the  appellation  of  Chateau. 

\,  From  the  landlady  of  the  inn,  who  w^is  alive  when  1  vifited  Ruffia,  and  ftlll  kept  the  houfe. 

§  If  Peter  really,  as  it  is  faid,  intended  to  arreft  the  Emprefs,  his  former  conduct  is  in  fome  meafurc 
accounted  for.  He  thought  that  her  party  was  of  no  confcquence,  and  accordingly  difbciieved,  or  pie- 
tended  to  difbelieve,  allthe  reports  of  the  confpiracy,  thinking  to  crufli  it  at  once  by  fecnring  her  pci'foii. 
Tie  put  implicit  confidence  in  the  nobles  whom  he  placed  about  the  Emprefs  ;  aud  thefe  very  perfons  were 
the  tirll  to  betray  him. 

tl  From  the  Intendant  of  Oranienbaum,  who  witnefled  ihefe  tranfaftions. 
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had  not  proceeded  far  before  he  was  met  by  a  perfon  *  who  had  efcaped  from  PeterC- 
burgh,  and  flopping  the  carriage,  acquainted  the  Emperor  that  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  with 
him  in  private.  Peter,  however,  ordered  his  attendants  to  proceed,  adding,  "  Why 
are  you  in  fuch  a  hurry  ?  turn  back  to  Peterhof,  and  there  you  will  have  time  enough 
to  fpeak  to  me."  The  other  repeating  his  folicitations,  the  Emperor  at  length  alighted 
from  his  carriage,  and  was  informed  of  the  revolution  at  Peterfburgh.  Yet  his  infatu- 
ation was  ftill  fo  great,  that  he  doubted  the  truth  of  the  intelligence ;  but,  when  an 
enumeration  of  particular  circumftances  at  length  awakened  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  dan- 
ger, he  teftified  the  ftrongefl  fymptoms  of  amazement  and  horror,  and  was  reduced 
almofl  to  a  ftate  of  (lupefaftion.  Recovering  from  this  paroxyfm  of  defpair,  he  dif- 
patched  an  adjutant  to  Oranienbaum,  ordering  the  garrifon  to  Peterhof.  On  his  ar- 
rival, he  found  the  Emprefs  departed,  and  could  obtain  no  information  of  her  pro- 
ceedings from  any  perfon  of  her  court.  Marflial  Munic  advifed  him  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  Holftein  troops,  and  march  without  delay  to  the  capital :  "  I  will  go 
before  you,"  faid  the  gallant  veteran,  "  and  Your  Majefty's  perfon  fhall  not  be  touched 
but  through  mine."  Had  this  advice  been  followed,  it  would  have  been  attended  with  a 
glorious,  and  perhaps  a  fuccefsful  event.  The  Holftein  troops,  though  not  exceeding  a 
thoufand,  were  zealoufly  attached  to  Peter;  and  Munic  was  worth  a  regiment.  The 
courage  of  the  Emperor,  however,  deferted  him  in  this  emergency ;  he  fluftuated  be- 
tween hope  and  fear ;  formed  new  refolutions  one  moment,  and  renounced  them  the 
next. 

His  own  agitation  was  dill  further  encreafed  by  the  behaviour  of  the  principal  per- 
fons,  who  accompanied  him  from  Oranienbaum,  or  whom  he  found  at  Peterhof.     The 
women  vented  fhrieks,  and  hung  about  the  Emperor  in  agonies  of  the  deeped  diftrefs ; 
every  one  clamoroufly  offered  advice ;  but  the  uproar  was  fo  great,  that  the  advice  could 
fcarcely  be  heard,  and  if  heard  was  not  attended  to,  becaufe  it  was  repeatedly  changed. 
Several  of  the  Emprefs's  party  were  prefent,  and  artfully  fomented  the  general  confu- 
fion :  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of  affeflion  and  zeal,  they  alarmed  the  fears  of 
the  Emperor,  and  obje£ted  to  every  vigorous  meafure  as  inadmiflible  and  dangerous. 
In  thefe  circumftances  Peter,  perplexed  by  fuch  difcordant  or  treacherous  advice,  was 
foftened  into  cowardice  by  the  tears  of  the  women,  and  remained  the  whole  day  in  a 
ftate  nearly  bordering  on  diftradion.     Every  moment  brought  him  frefh  caufe  of  terror 
and  difmay.     He  was  fuccefTively  informed,  that  the  Emprefs  had  received  the  oath  of 
allegiance  from  perfons  of  all  ranks,  that  fhe  was  miftrefs  of  the  capital,  and  was  ad- 
vancing at  the  head  of  ic,ooo  troops.     Difheartened  by  this  intelligence,  he  difpatched 
repeated  meiTengers  to  his  confort,  with  propofals  of  accommodation ;  and  as  not  one 
of  them  came  back,  he  at  length  determined  to  take  refuge  in  Cronftadtf;  a  mea- 
fure which,  if  he  had  earlier  embraced,  might  have  given  a  favourable  turn  to  his  af- 
fairs. 

Soon  after  his  firfl:  arrival  at  Peterhof,  he  had  difpatched  general  Devier  and  another 
officer  to  Cronfladt  to  reconnoitre  the  place ;  the  general  was  admitted  without  diffi- 
<:ulty,  and  the  officer  returned  to  Peterhof  with  the  account  that  no  news  of  the  revo- 
lution had  reached  Cronftadt,  that  Devier  was  preparing  for  his  immediate  reception, 

*  According  to  Mr.  Keith,  the  perfon  who  met  him  was  the  fervant  of  Count  Alexandrovitch  Na- 
4-ischkin. 

f  A  town  upon  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  where  the  RulCan  navy  is  Rationed.  Sec  the 
45efcription  in  the  chapter  on  the  Ruflian  navy.    Book  vi.  ch.  2. 

that 
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that  His  Majefty  wcmid  find  there  an  afylum,  where  the  Emprefs's  troops  could  not 
penetrate,  and  from  whence  he  might,  in  cafe  of  extreme  ncceflity,  efcape  by  fca  to  his 
dominions  in  Holftein,  In  confequencc  of  this  rcprefentalion,  the  Emperor  ordered 
the  Holftein  troops,  who  were  on  their  march  to  Peterhof,  to  return  to  Oranienbaum  ; 
bur,  by  an  unaccountable  fatality,  protracted  his  departure  till  near  midnight.  On  his 
arrival  at  the  harbour,  the  imperial  boat  was  refufed  admittance  by  the  centinels,  who 
objefted  to  the  latenefs  of  the  hour  ;  and  when  it  was  reprei'entcd  to  them  that  the  Em- 
peror was  on  board,  they  dill  perfirted  in  tlieir  refulal,  and  threatened  to  fu'e  from  ihc 
batteries  if  the  veffel  did  not  inftantly  retire. 

This  unexpected  reception  was  occafioncd  by  the  following  circuinflanccs.  General 
Devier,  on  his  arrival  at  Cronlfadt,  took  the  command  of  the  fortrefs;  perceiving  that 
the  garrifon  had  no  knowledge  of  the  revolution,  he  was  unwilling  to  give  alarm  by 
fpreading  the  report,  and  thought  it  more  advifable  to  wait  for  the  Emperor's  appear- 
ance before  he  attempted  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  the  garrifon,  or  ifl'ued  orders  hoftile  to 
the  party  of  the  Emprefs.  During  this  interval,  admiral  Taliezen  came  to  Cronftadt ; 
he  was  difpatched  from  Peterfljurgh  by  the  Emprefs,  who  had  forgotten,  in  the  firft' 
hurry  of  the  revolution,  to  fecure  that  iuiportant  fortrefs  ;  and  was  now  fent,  if  not  too 
late*,  for  that  purpofe.  Being  admitted  without  oppofition,  and  perceiving  the  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs,  he  inftantly  commanded  the  arrcft  of  General  Devier,  which  was  in- 
ftantly obeyed  ;  the  raajines  and  failors  being  more  inclined  to  execute  the  orders  of  an 
admiral  than  thofe  of  a  general.  Having  fecured  the  general's  perfon,  he  announced 
to  the  garrifon  the  revolution  at  Peterfburgh  :  the  Emperor,  he  faid,  is  depofed  ;  the 
army  and  fenate  have  declared  for  Catharhie,  and  all  oppofition  will  be  fruitlefs  and 
dangerous.  Thefe  arguments,  joined  to  a  large  quantity  of  fpirituous  hquors,  produced 
the  defired  effedt ;  and  Catharine  was  proclaimed  Emprefs.  Thus  a  place  of  fo  much 
importance  as  to  have  delayed,  if  not  prevented^  the  final  fuccefs  of  the  infurredion,  was 
feized  by  admiral  Taliezen  without  oppofition. 

On  this  difappointment,  Peter's  only  remaining  refource  was  to  crowd  fail  for  the' 
Gulf  of  Bothnia,  and  feek  an  afylum  in  Sweden;  from  whence  he  might  penetrate  to 
his  army  in  Pomerania,  or  to  his^  dominions  in  Holftein.^    But  it  was  the  fate  of  the 
unfortunate  monarch  to  aft  no  decifive  part  in  this  important  crifis  f :  ftill  flattering 

*  Confidering  the  great  importance  of  Cronftadt,  this  negleft  feems  haidly  credible  ;  but  I  was  informed 
from  very  good  authority,  that  fo  late  as  ten  in  the  morning  no  ftep  had  been  taken  at  Pcterfburgh  towards 
obtaining  pofl'cflion  of  that  fortrefs.  About  that  time  a  private  perfon  mentioned  it  by  cliancc  to  one  of 
the  principal  inlurgents,  who,  without  delay,  acquainted  the  Emprefs.  She,  corfcious  of  its  great  import- 
ance, immediately  difpatched  admiral  Taliezen.  It  was  pail  eleven  before  he  left  Pettrlburgli,  and  as  he 
went  by  water,  the  diftance  being  iwenty  miles,  it  mufl  have  been  paft  three  before  he  arrived  at  Lronltadt. 
The  dlilance  from  Peterhof  to  the  fame  place  being  only  fix  miles,  the  Emperor  might  have  arrived  there 
long  before  Taliezen. 

\  A  note  from  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamfhire  to  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  will  Ihew  that  the  misfortunes 
of  the  Emperor,  arofe  from  his  want  of  refolution  as  well  as  from  treachery.  ' 

April  1 6,   1766. 

Many  ladies,  fome  of  whom  were  wives  to  perfons  engaged  in  the  confpiracy,  attended  che  Emperor  to 
Cronlladt,  and  their  tears  and  terrors  added  to  his  irrt;folution.  I  have  had  account  of  what  paliVd  from 
almoft  all  of  them,  and  they  were  too  much  frightened  to  be  confiftent  in  their  relations.  In  two  points 
they  all  agreed,  his  timidity,  and  the  reproaches  made  him  by  his  miftrefs,  for  not  having  followed  her  ad- 
vice, and  prevented  all  mifchief  by  confining  the  Emprefs.  One  expreflion  they  in  general  fay  fhe  made 
afe  (if.  "  Thou  fool,  (Durach)  had  you  complied  with  my  requeft,  and  fluit  up  this  bad  woman,  the  luin 
of  this  day  had  never  fallen  upon  us."  Panin  and  Villebois  were  the  only  men  of  confequence  amongll 
them  ;  for,  notwichltanding  all  the  aflertlons  to  the  contrary,  I  know  the  Hetman  did  not  engage  in  the 
defign  till  the  morning  it  took  cfFeft,  and  even  then  he  was  not  without  difficulty  perfuadcd  to  aft  the  part 
he  did. 
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himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  a  I'econciliatlon  with  the  Emprefs,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the 
cries  and  entreaties  of  the  women  who  were  on  board,  he  returned  to  Oranienbaum, 
where  he  arrived  at  four  in  the  morning.  When  Peter  quitted  that  palace  on  the  pre- 
ceding morning,  he  was  dreffed  in  his  Pruflian  regimentals;  on  his  return  he  was  in 
his  Ruffian  uniform ;  he  now  faw  his  error  in  defpifing  the  prejudices  of  his  fubjefts, 
but  it  \yas  too  late.  Little  circumftances  of  this  kind  are  not  unworthy  of  the  hiftorian's 
notice,  as  great  events  frequently  turn  upon  them ;  and  they  often  difcover  the  true 
charafter  of  the  principal  perfonages  concerned  in  the  fcene. 

On  his  return  to  Oranienbaum,  he  retired  alone,  and  in  great  agitation,  to  his  houfe 
in  the  fortrefs,  leaving  Marlhal  Munic  and  the  reft  of  the  court  in  the  palace.  At  ten 
he  again  made  his  appearance  in  a  more  compofed  ftate  of  mind.  The  Holitein  guards 
no  fooner  beheld  their  royal  mafter,  than  they  all  *  crowded  round  him  ;  fonie  ilruggled 
to  kifs  his  hand,  others  hung  about  his  perfon ;  many  knelt  down ;  fome  even  prof- 
trated  themfelves  before  him  ;  all  fhedding  tears  of  afFedion,  and  in  terms  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  attachment  conjuring  him  to  lead  them  againfl  the  Emprefs,  offering  to  facrifice 
their  lives  in  his  defence.  Peter,  animated  by  thcfe  affecting  marks  of  zeal  and  fidehty, 
caught  their  fpirit  for  a  moment,  and  cried  out,  "  To  arms !"  but  the  tears  of  the 
women,  and  his  own  irrefoluti'on,  foon  damped  this  momentary  fit  of  courage,  and  he 
again  reconciled  himfelf  to  fubmifTion. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  difpatched  Major- General  Ifmailof,  in  whom  he  repofed  im- 
plicit confidence,  to  the  Emprefs,  with  a  letter,  offering  to  refign  his  crown,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould  be  permitted  to  retire  into  Holftein,  with  Elizabeth  Vorontzof  and 
Godovitch.  Ifmailof  found  the  Emprefs  in  the  convent  of  Strelna,  and  was  immediately 
admitted  to  her  prefence.  The  great  policy  on  the  fide  of  Catharine  now  confifted  in 
obtaining  poffelTion  of  the  Emperor's  perlbn  without  effufion  of  blood  ;  it  was  her  ob- 
jeft,  therefore,  to  amufe  him,  without  driving  him  to  defperate  meafures  ;  for  it  was 
yet  in  his  power  to  head  his  Holitein  troops,  and  defend  his  life  to  the  laft  extremity  j 
or  he  might  be  able  to  make  his  efcape,  and  involve  the  empire  in  all  the  horrors  of  a 
long  civil  war.  The  judicious  manner  in  which  fhe  conduced  this  delicate  affair,  fhews 
her  no  lefs  able  in  the  arts  of  negociation  than  in  the  fpirit  of  enterprize. 

She  calmly  reprefented  to  Ifmailof  the  madnefs  of  oppofing  her,  now  in  full  pofTef- 
fion  of  fovereign  authority  :  flie  pointed  to  her  troops,  who  were  pofted  in  large  bodies 
upon  the  adjacent  grounds,   adding,  that  refinance  would  only  draw  on  Peter  and  his 
party  the  vengeance  of  an  enraged  army  ;  (he  propofed,  therefore,   that  he  fhould  him- 
felf repair  to  Peterhof,  where  the  terms  of  his  abdication  might  be  adjufted.     Ifmailof,. 
finding  the  tide  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  Emprefs,  and  perceiving  the  clergy,  army, 
and  principal  nobles  engaged  in  her  caufe,  was  convinced  that  nothing  was  left  to  Peter" 
but  l^ubniiffion.     Seduced  by  the  infinuating  eloquence,  engaging  addrefs,  and  promifes 
of  the  Emprefs,  he  undertook  to  perfuade  his  unhappy  matter,  by  immediate  fubmifTion, 
to  fave  an  effufion  of  blood,  which  could  be  produdive  of  no  effectual  advantage  to  his 
caufe.    With  this  view  he  returned  to  Oranienbaum  between  ten  and  eleven,  and  found 
the  Emperor  in  the  palace  with  Munic,  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  Godovitch,  and  others, 
anxioufly  expeding  his  arrival.     Having  retired  into  another  apartment,   the  refult  of 
their  conference  was,  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour  the  Emperor,  with  Elizabeth  Vorontzof, 
Godovitch,  and  Ifmailof,  entered  the  carriage  in  which  the  latter  had  returned  to  Ora- 

*  I  was  informed  of  thefe  circumftances  from  the  intendant  of  Oranienbaum;  he  died  tears  while  he 
dccribed  the  animated  behaviour  of  the  Hoi ftein  troops,  He  faid  he  never  witneffed  a  more  affcfting 
fctne. 

nienbaum 


COXe's    travels    in    R.USblA. 


779 

nienbaum.  Peter  quitted  the  palace  without  a  fingle  attendant ;  but  he  had  fcarcely  • 
proceeded  a  mile,  before  a  corps  of  Huflars,  of  the  Einprefs's  party,  fuiToundod  the  car- 
riage, and  accompanied  it  to  Peterhof,  where  he  arrived  at  half  palt  twelve.  He  was 
immediately  feparated  from  his  companions.  The  Emprefs  declined  a  perfonal  con- 
ference ;  but  fent  Count  Panin,  who  was  admitted  alone.  What  paifed  during  this 
awful  interview  between  that  nobleman  and  his  depofed  fovereign,  is  not,  nor  probably 
ever  will  be,  difclofed  to  the  public;  but  nothing  can  convey  a  Ifronger  piclurc  of  the 
Emperor's  weaknefs  and  pufiUanimity,  than  the  abdication  in  form  which  was  the  refult 
of  their  convcrfation  *. 

"  During  the  fliort  period  which  I  have  reigned  over  the  Ruffian  empire,  I  have 
found  from  experience,  that  my  abilities  are  infufficient  to  fupport  fo  great  a  burden ; 
and  that  I  am  not  capable  of  directing  the  Ruffian  empire  in  any  way,  and  inuch  lefs 
with  a  defpotic  power.  I  alfo  acknowledge  that  I  have  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  inte- 
rior troubles,  which,  had  they  continued  much  longer,  would  have  overturned  the 
empire,  and  have  covered  me  with  eternal  difgrace.  Having  ferioufly  weighed  thefe 
circumflances,  I  declare,  without  conftraint,  and  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  to  the 
Ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  I  for  ever  renounce  the  government  of 
thefaid  empire,  never  defiring  hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an  abi'olute  fovereign, 
or  under  any  other  form  of  government.  I  declare  alfo,  that  I  will  never  attempt  to 
re-affijme  the  government.  As  a  pledge  of  this,  I  fvvear  hncerely  before  God,  and 
all  the  world,  to  this  prefent  renunciation,  written  and  figned  with  my  own  hand, 

"  June  29,  O.S.  1762."  Peter, 

Plaving  figned  this  abdication,  he  was  conveyed  in  the  evening  to  Robfcha,  a  fmall 
imperial  palace  twenty  miles  from  Peterhof;  and  the  Emprefs  returned  about  the  fame 
time  to  Peterfburgh.  At  feven  flie  made  her  triumphant  entry  on  horfeback,  amidfi: 
continued  huzzas  ;  the  (treets  were  filled  with  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  people,  who 
were  drawn  up  in  lines,  and  kiffed  her  hands,  which  {he  held  out  to  them  as  fhe  palfed 
along.  A  great  number  of  priefls  were  affembled  upon  this  occafion  about  the  avenues 
of  the  palace  ;  as  fhe  rode  through  their  ranks,  ffie  ftooped  down  to  falute  the  cheeks  of 
the  principal  clergy,  while  they  were  kiffmg  her  hand;  a  mode  of  falutation  in  Ruffia, 
expreffive  of  the  higheft  deference. 

The  firft  hurry  of  the  revolution  was  no  fooner  pad;,  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt  had 
fcarce  time  to  fubfide,  before  many  repented  of  having  deferted  their  fovereign.  The 
populace,  always  prone  to  change,  began  to  pity  their  dethroned  monarch,  and  lod 
fight  of  his  defeats  in  the  contemplation  of  his  calamity ;  they  regarded  hini  no  longer 
in  the  light  of  a  mifguided  ruler,  but  as  an  unfortunate  Prince,  driven  from  the  height 
of  power  to  the  molt  abject  ftate,  and  fubjeft  to  the  horrors  of  perpetual  imprifonment. 
Peter,  notwithftanding  his  violence  and  incapacity,  poflefled  feveral  qualities  of  a  popu- 
lar nature,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  thofe  who  had  accefs  to  his  perfon.  During  the 
Emprefs's  march  to  Peterhof,  feveral  foldiers  manifeded  (trong  fymptoms  of  diffatis- 
faftion ;  fome  openly  murmured  at  being  led  againll  their  fovereign,  and  had  Peter,  on 
the  firPc  news  of  the  revolution,  made  his  appearance  in  perfon,  many  would  have  deferted 
to  his  ftandard.      This  fpirit  of  difcontent  was  obferved,  and  fecretly  fomented  by  the 

*  I  have  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  this  abdication  was  made  at  Peterhof;  if,  however,  as  fome  per- 
fons  with  lefs  probabilit)'  have  aflerted,  be  figned  it  at  Oranienbaum,  before  he  was  in  tht  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, hii  pufiUanimity  admits  of  nu  palliation. 
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pardzans  of  the  Emperor  ;  the  tide  of  popularity  was  even  turning  in  his  favour,  and  a 
new  rifing  hourly  expedled  :  at  this  crifis  the  deceafe  of  Peter  deHvered  Ruffia  from  the 
impending  horrors  of  a  civil  war  *.  This  event  happened  at  Robfcha  on  the  6th  of 
July,  O.  S.  on  the  feventh  day  of  his  confinement,  and  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his 
age.  His  body  was  brought  to  the  convent  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki  at  Peterfburgh, 
and  there  lay  in  ffate  ;  where  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  admitted,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  Rufiia,  to  kifs  the  hand  of  the  deceafed.  His  remains  were  then  buried  in  the 
church  of  the  convent,  and  the  place  of  the  fepulchre  was  not  diftinguilhed  either  with 
a  tomb  or  infcription  f. 

The  death  of  Peter  was  not  followed  by  any  of  thofe  tragical  fcenes  which  had  hitherto 
difgraced  the  revolutions  in  Ruffia  :  not  one  of  the  nobles  were  fent  into  Siberia ; 
there  were  no  public  or  private  executions  ;  even  the  perfoiial  enemies  of  the  Emprefs 
were  forgiven.  Marflial  Munic  had  offered  to  fupport  the  Emperor  at  the  hazard  of 
his  own  perfon.  Catharine  mildly  inquired  the  motives  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to  her 
interefts.  "  I  was  at  that  period,"  replied  Munic,  with  a  fpirit  which  twenty  years 
imprilonment  could  not  fubdue,  "  engaged  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  duty  and  gratitude 
to  exert  myfelf  In  behalf  of  m^  late  mader :  Your  Majefty  is  now  my  fovereign,  and 
you  will  experience  the  fame  fidelity."  The  Emprefs,  (hnick  with  the  magnanimity  of 
his  anfwer,  with  equal  greatnefs  of  mind  repofed  in  him  the  mod  unbounded  confidence, 
which  was  judified  by  his  fubfequent  condud.  As  foon  as  the  danger  of  a  new  infur- 
rection  was  difpelled,  Count  Vorontzof  was  releafed,  and  afterwards  employed.  Eliza- 
beth Vorontzof  experienced  from  the  Emprefs  no  expreflion  of  either  jealoufy  or 
refentment ;  her  perfon  was  untouched,  and  flie  even  retained,  undiminiflied,  all  the 
fruits  of  Peter's  bounty.  Catharine,  with  peculiar  magnanimity,  forgave  the  indignities 
which  fhe  had  received  at  her  fuggedion,  and  even  her  prefumptlon  In  afpiring  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  the  crown.  She  was  permitted  to  efpoufe  a  private  perfon,  and  dill  re-, 
mains  at  Peterfturgh,  a  living  monument  of  the  Emprefs's  unparalleled  lenity  +.  Go- 
dovltch,  who  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  Emprefs,  was  allowed  to  retire  to  his 
native  country  §,  and  the  Holdein  guards,  who  had  importuned  the  Emperor,  to  lead 
them  againd  his  confort,  were  not  treated  with  the  lead  feverity  :  thofe  who  chofe  to 
inlld  were  incorporated  in  the  different  regiments,  and  the  others  withdrew  themfelves 
unmoleded  from  Ruffia.  Prince  George  of  Holdein,  uncle  to  Peter,  and  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  defign  of  arreding  the  Emprefs,  was  detained  a  prifoner  in  his  own 
palace  during  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution  ;  but  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  field-marfiial,  and  appointed  adminidrator  of  Holdein  during  the  minority  of  the 
Great  Duke. 

■*  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  this  unfortunate  monarch  was  put  to  death  ;  but  in  what  manner  the  deed 
•was  perpetrated,  or  by  whom,  no  authentic  account  has  ever  tranfpired.  Nor  is  it  a  matter  of  wonder  that 
fo  dark  a  tranfaftion  (hould  be  involved  in  the  deepeft  myilery.  Public  report  defignated  Count  Alexey 
Oilof,  and  Prince  Baratinfki,  as  the  principal  aclors  in  this  horrid  tragedy.  I  am,  however,  firmly  con- 
vinced in  my  own  opinion,  that  the  death  ot  the  Emperor  was  not  perpetrated  by  the  command,  nor  even 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Emprefs. 

f  On  the  acceffion  of  Paul,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  his  remains  were  re-interred  with  imperial  honours 
in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

J  I  was  often  in  her  company  during  my  fecond  refidence  at  Peterlburgh.  She  was  then  in  an  advanced 
age,  and  pofFefTu'd  no  remains  of  elegance  or  beauty.  « 

§  The  Emprefs  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  fidelity  of  Godovitch  to  his  unfortunate  mailer,  that  fhe 
afterwards  recalled  him  into  Ruffia,  and  employed  him. 

Catharine 
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Catharine  was   in    the   thirty-fourth    year   of  her    age   when    flic   afcended  the 
throne  ;   and  the  fuccefs  of  this  revolution  *  was  no  lefs  owing  to  her  own  pertonal 

*  Gregory  Orlof,  who  Is  mentioned  in  this  account  as  one  of  tlie  principal  agents  of  the  revohition,  was 
aid-dccanip  to  Count  Peter  Schewaluf  and  Lore  an  inferior  rank  in  the  army,  when  his  youth  and  comeli. 
iiefs  captivated  Catharine,  then  Grand  Diichcf?,  fooii  after  the  reciil  of  iier  favourite  Count  Poniatowlki. 
Even  at  tliis  early  period  file  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  her  attachment  from  tliofe  in  whom  (he  repofed  any 
confidence.  Pointir.cr  him  out  one  day  to  Mr.  Wroujjhton,  «'  Do  you  fee,"  (he  faid,  "  that  young  man  ? 
He  has  had  the  audav;ity  to  make  love  to  me."  1  liis  intrigue  greatly  contributed  to  facilitate  I  he  revolu- 
tion which  placed  her  on  the  throne.  Orlof  himfelf  was  a  man  of  a  determined  and  entcrpriling  fpirit,  and 
had  confidi.ra!ilt  Influence  among  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  own  regiment  ;  his  attempts  were  alfofup- 
portcd  by  his  four  brothers,  Alexey,  Vlodomir,  Feodor,  and  Ivan,  but  particularly  by  Alcxey,  who  was  iu 
the  guards,  and  was  one  of  the  moft:  aftive  agents  in  the  revolution. 

It  w^s  piincipally  owing  to  the  fuggeftlons  of  Orlof  that  Catharine  ventured  to  affume  the  authority  as 
Emprefs,  and  not  as  regent.  He  was  little  known  before  the  revolution,  and  Mr  Keith  thus  mentions  hi* 
full  public  appearance  at  Court.  "  He  wore  the  ribband  of  St.  Alexander,  and  the  key  of  chamberlain, 
and  is  a  good  looking  man,  with  a  very  modetl  behaviour.  I  could  not  recullcc^t  having  ever  feen  him  be- 
fore." He  was  afterwards  rapidly  promoted  to  the  higheft  honours  and  offices  of  government,  both  civil 
and  military,  and  was  created  Prince  of  the  German  empire.  He  gained  fueh  an  afcendeucy  over  his  royal 
miftrefs,  that  (lie  was  only  prevented  from  marrying  him  by  the  Ibrong  remonftrances  of  Count  Fanin,  and 
Marfhal  Raz.omofsky. 

Orlof  gradually  dimlniihed  the  affeftion  of  the  Emprefs  by  the  coarfenefs  of  his  manners,  his  grofs  Inat- 
tention, and  freqtient  infidelities.  During  his  journey  to  Mofcow  in  177 1.  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
plague,  his  enemies  availed  themfelves  of  his  abfence  to  undermine  his  influence.  Informed  of  thefe  cabals, 
he  fuddenly  retirrned  to  Peterfburgh,  and  regained,  by  increafed  affiduity,  his  former  afcendancy,  though  he 
did  not  wholly  recover  her  affeftions. 

Deeming  his  power  too  flrongly  rooted  to  be  again  (haken,  he  repaired  to  Fotzani  in  1773,  to  negotiate 
a  peace  with  the  Turks,  where  he  difplayed  all  the  pomp  of  Imperial  magnificence.  _  This  abfence  gave  fuc- 
cefs to  the  cabals  of  his  enemies,  and  his  difgrace  was  announced  by  the  introdudlion  of  a  new  favourite, 
Vaffilchikef,  at  the  inftigation  of  Count  Panin  and  Matfhal  Romanzof. 

With  a  view  to  crurti  this  cabal  by  his  prefence,  Orlof  Inftantly  broke  up  the  congrefs  of  Fotzani,  and 
travelled  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  perform  a  journey  of  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  miles  in  nine  days  and 
rights.  Arriving  at  the  gates  of  Peterfburgh,  he  was  refufed  admittance,  and  received  an  order  from  the 
Emprefs  to  repair  to  his  country  houfe  at  Gatchina,  under  pretence  of  perfoiming  quarantine.  Still,  how- 
ever, he  flattered  hi/iifelf  with  hopes  of  being  recalled,  and  when  undeceived  by  a  letter  from  the  Emprels, 
forbidding  him  to  appear  at  court,  was  fo  much  affecfcd  that  he  fainted  away. 

Being  afterwards  ordered  to  Revel,  he  p.in"ed  through  Peterfburgh,  and  without  previous  notice,  called 
upon  his  brother  Alfxey,  while  he  was  at  dinner  with  a  large  company.  A  gentleman  who  was  prefcut 
defcribed  the  Prince  as  extremely  agitated  ;  after  embracing  his  brothers,  he  fat  down  to  table,  ftarted  up, 
refumed  his  feat,  again  rofe,  whifpcred  his  brothers,  and  retired  with  them  into  another  apartment. 
On  the  following  day  he  departed  for  Revel,  and  foon  after  fet  out  on  his  travels  i  but  he  had 
fcarcely  reached  Drefden  before  the  Emprefs  recalled  him  to  Peterfljurgh,  and  offered  him  his  former 
apartments  in  the  palace,  which  he  declined,  probably  at  the  inlligation  of  his  brothers,  and  refumed  his 
journey.  ■    r     r 

He  afterwards  efpoufed  his  niece,  and  was  fo  much  affefted  with  her  death,  that  he  loft  hia  fenfes,  and 
died  in  a  ftate  of  infanlty. 

By  Prince  Orlof  the  Emprefs  had  a  fon,  whom  I  faw  at  the  corps  de  cadets,  where  he  was  educated  ; 
he  appeared  to  me,  in  1779,  to  be  about  feventcen  years  of  age.  He  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  Ribas,  the 
principal  manager  under  M.  de  Betflioi.  He  pafl"ed  at  fitlt  for  the  fon  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Schwerin,  but  alTumed  that  of  Bobrinflci,  from  an  ellate  which  the  Emprefs  purchafed  for  him.      He  was 


_.. ip  the  box  by  ,  .  _         . 

blance.  He  ventured,  however,  to  afk  whom  it  reprefented,  and  Princefs  Orlof,  who  was  prefent,  rephed 
with  a  fmile.  "  It  is  my  portrait  in  a  man's  drefs,  before  I  was  married."  Bobrlnflu  afterwards  travelled, 
and  I  heard  of  him  when  I  was  at  Geneva,  in  1784. 

The  Emprefs  always  retained  a  high  degree  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  Prince  Orlof,  aiid  treated  his 
brothers  with  great  marks  of  favour  and  confidence.  The  family  received  eftates,  containing  forty-five 
thoufand  peafants,  and  to  the  amount  of  3,o®0,oool.  fterling  in  money,  houfes,  plate,  and  jewels. 
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fpirit  and  engaging  addrefs,  than  to  the  zeal  of  her  party,  and  the  popularity  of  her 
caufe  *. 

Chap.  XIV. — Family  and  Birth  of  Iv mi. —Emperor  on  the  Death  of  Anne. — Bepofcd  by 
Elizabeth. — Imprifonmcnt  at  Riga,  Diawmund,  Oranienburgh,  and  Schlujfelburgh. — De- 
fcription  of  his  Apartment. — Mode  of  Life. — Intelkds. — Ferocity. — Vifited  by  Peter.  Ill, 
— Removal  to  Kcxholm. — Brought  back  to  Schluffelburgh. — Attempt  of  Mirovitch  in  his 
Favour. — Death  of  Ivan.— Trial  and  Execution  of  Mirovitch. — Punif].vnent  of  his  Ae- 
complices. — Siifpicion  ofaCollufion  betii'esn  the  Court  and  Mirovitch. — Refuted. — Account 
of  k  'an's  Parents  and  Family. — Biographical  Anecdotes  of  Count  Munic. 

Ivan,  the  unfortunate  fubjefl:  of  the  prefent  narrative,  was  lineally  defcended,  on  the 
female  fide,  from  the  Tzar  Ivan  Alexievitch,  elder  brother  of  Peter  the  Great  t ;  and 
was  fon  of  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  by  Anthony  Ulric  Prince  of  Brunfwick.  He  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  1 740,  created  Great  Duke  by  his  aunt  the  Emprefs  Anne, 
and  at  her  demife,  on  the  28th  of  Oftober,  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  from  which  he  was 
depofed  by  Elizabeth  on  the  6th  of  December,  1741. 

*  This  was  the  firft  ciicumftantial  account  ever  publiHied  of  this  extraordinary  revohition ;  and  1  have 
the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  from  the  perufal  of  fcveral  documents  which  have  fince  fallen  into  my  poffcflion,  and 
of  the  various  nan-fetives  which  have  appeared  fince  the  death  of  the  Emprefs,  that  no  material  fa£t  has  been 
juftly  coniroverted.  This  Tour  being  publifhed  during  the  life  of  ihe  Emprefs,  and  of  the  principal  perfons 
concerned  in  the  revolution,  delicacy  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  the  fources  from  which  1  derived 
the  principal  information  ;  but  I  now  have  it  in  my  power  to  difclofe  many  of  my  authorities. 

I  was  principally  indeted  to  Count  Solmes,  the  Pruffian  envoy,  who  had  refidcd  at  Peterfljurgh  fince  1763, 
and  coUefted  various  anecdotes  relative  to  the  life  and  acceflion  of  the  Emprefs.  From  theie  materials  he 
formed  an  interefting  narrative,  which  he  read  to  me,  during  my  continuance  at  Peterfburgh. 

I  alfo  received  from  Muller,  the  celebrated  hiflorian,  much  interefting  information,  as  well  as  from  Staeh- 
lin,  connfellor  of  (late,  and  author  of  feveral  valuable  publications,  and  from  fevcral  Britifh  merchants,  who 
V.  itneffed  the  revolution.  Btfides  thefe,  fome  anecdotes  weie  communicated  to  me  by  fevcral  Ruffian  nobles 
and  officers,  fome  of  whom  were  with  Peter  at  Oranienbaum,  and  others  who  cfpoufed  tht  paity  of  the 
.Emprefs.  Thefe  different  accounts  I  noted  down,  and  afterwards  compared  and  combined  them,  to  form 
my  narrative. 

During  my  ftay  at  Warfaw,  many  circumftances  were  communicated  by  Sir  Thomas  Wroughton,  who 
lono-  rellded  at  Peterfburgh.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  King  ot  Poland,  when  Count  Poniatow/ki, 
and  poffefled  the  implicit  confidence  of  the  Emprefs. 

After  my  return,  I  liad  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  from  the  laVe  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  two  curious  dif. 
patches  from  Mr.  Keith,  the  Englilli  minifter  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  a  piivate 
note  from  the  Earl  of  Inickinghamfhire,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Keith.  This  note  I  have  printed  in  this  chap- 
ter, and  have  given  in  the  Appendix  the  letter  of  Mr.  Keiih  as  an  authentic  document. 

Rulhiere  has  written  the  hiltory  of  this  revolution,  which  was  long  anxioufly  expedted  but  was  not  pub- 
lifhed till  after  the  death  of  the  Emprefs.  It  contains  many  interefting  anecdotes,  which  could  only  have 
been  collected  by  a  perfon  who  was  at  Peterfburgh,  at  the  time  of  this  event ;  but  they  are  blended  with 
vague  accounts  and  coifee-houfe  ftories. 

f   Itan  Alexievitch. 


I  I 

Catharine.  -  Anne,  Emprefs  of  RafTia. 


Anne,  married  to  Anthony  Ulric,  Prince  of  Brunfwick. 


Itak 
See  Genealogical  Table  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof,  chap.  iv.  of  this  volume. 
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The  foIJJers  fent  to  arreft  the  young  Emperor,  were  ordered  to  (leal  foftly  into  his 
apartments,  and  if  afleep,  not  to  difturb  him.  As  he  was  flumbcring  by  the  fide  of  his 
nurfe,  they  flood  round  the  cradel  in  refpeftful  filence,  at  leaft  an  hour  before  the 
Prince  opened  his  eyes,  then  the  foldiers  difputing  who  fhould  carry  him,  the  child  was 
terrified,  and  cried  ;  they  immediately  defified,  and  permitted  the  nurfe  to  approach, 
who  covered  him  with  a  cloke,  and  accompanied  him  in  a  fledge  to  the  palace.  Eliza- 
beth took  the  child,  kilTed  it,  and  while  it  was  yet  in  her  arms,  a  body  of  foldiers  pafTmg 
by,  fliouted,  "  Long  live  Elizabeth !"  The  infant,  pleafed  with  the  acclamations, 
ftretched  out  his  little  hand,  and  fmihng,  tried  to  imitate  the  fliouts  of  the  foldiers ;  on 
which  Elizabeth  exclaimed,  "Innocent  creature!  thou  perceivefl  not  that  thou  art 
endeavouring  ro  fpeak  againft  thyfelf  *." 

h  is  difficult  to  trace  Ivan  didindly  from  the  time  of  his  depofition  to  his  imprifon- 
ment  at  Schluffelburgh  ;  but  the  following  account  feems  the  mod  probable.  He  and 
his  parents  were  firfl:  confined  in  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  a  year  and  a  half;  removed  from 
thence  to  Dunamund  f,  and  afterwards  to  Oranienburgh,  a  Imall  town  in  the  province 
of  Vorenta.  Here  they  remained  two  years  under  the  care  of  Baron  Korf,  who  be- 
haved to  his  prifoners  with  great  humanity.  From  Oranienburgh  the  whole  family  was 
tranferred  to  Kolinogori;  but  Ivan  was  imprifoned  there  for  feverul  years  feparately, 
and  unknown  to  his  parents. 

Bufching  fays,  that  when  his  parents  Were  fent  to  Kolmogori,  Ivan,  then  in  the  ei^^hth 
year  of  his  age,  was  left  at  Oranienburgh ;  and  that  fome  time  afterwards  a  certain 
monk  contrived  to  releafe  him  from  prifon,  and  convey  him  as  far  as  Smoleniko,  where 
they  were  furprizcd  and  taken  |.  He  was  alfo  confined  in  a  convent  fituated  on  an 
ifland  in  the  lake  of  Valdai,  not  far  from  the  high  road  between  Peterfburgh  and  Mof- 
cow.  The  time  of  his  imprifonment  in  this  convent,  and  his  fituation  until  his  removal 
to  Schluflelburg,  are  circumffances  which  I  was  not  able  to  afcertain  :  but  it  is  not  fur- 
prizing,  that  there  fhould  be  much  obfcurity  in  the  hiitory  of  a  ftate  prifoner  immured- 
from  his  infancy. 

During  the  laft  eight  years  of  his  life,  Ivan  was  imprifoned  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluf- 
felburgh,  whither  he  was  brought  in  1756,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age.  In  the 
fame  year  he  was  fecret'.y  conveyed,  by  Count  Peter  Shuvalof,  grand  mafter  of  the  ar- 
tillery, to  the  houfe  of  his  coufm  Ivan  Shuvalof,  at  Peterfburgh,  where  Elizabeth  fiiw 
and  fpoke  to  him  without  making  herfelf  known.  It  is  faid  that  fhe  burll  into  tears  at 
this  interview.     On  the  enfuing  day  the  Prince  was  re-conducled  to  his  prifon. 

When  I  vifited  Schluffelburgh,  I  was  admitted  into  the  fortrefs,  but  was  not  fuffered 
ro  enter  the  room  in  which  he  had  been  confined ;  yet  as  I  examined  one  that  was 
fimilar,  and  have  converfed  with  feveral  perfons  who  have  feen  it,  I  am  able  to  give  the 
following  defcriptiOn  ;  it  is  fituated  towards  the  farthefl  extremity  of  the  corridore,  de- 
fcribed  on  a  former  occafion§;  is  about  twenty-feet  fquare,  and  vauhed  ;  the  walls  are 
of  bare  flone,  and  the  floor  of  brick.  The  window  was  not  clofed,  like  thofe  of  the 
adjacent  cells,  but  glazed,  and  covered  with  a  kind  of  plaiffer,  which,  while  it  admitted 

•   Buf.  Hlf.  Mag.  vol.  i.  p.  374.  t  Manftein's  Memoirs,  p.  315. 

X  Buf.  HiT.  Mag.  vi.  p.  529.  There  is  an  inaccuracy  in  Bul'ching's  account,  probably  only  a  falfe  print, 
viz.  that  he  was  in  the  eight  year  of  bis  age  when  his  parent.";  were  fent  to  Kolomogori  ;  for  in  March 
1746,  the  time  of  Anne's  death,  he  was  only  fi.^  years  and  feven  months  old  :  and  fome  time  niufti|fe  al- 
lowed for  conveying  his  parents  from  Oranienburgh  to  Kolmogori.  Bufching  was  informed,  by  Caron 
Korf,  that  thev  were  all  confined  together  at  Oranienburgh  ;  and  I  was  told  by  an  EngWh  gentleman,  who 
had  been  at  Kolmogori,  that  Ivan  had  been  there  imprifoned  for  a  fliort  time, 

j  Chap.  vii. 
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the  light,  could  not  be  feen  through*.  There  was  no  other  furnkure  than  a  truckle- 
bed,  a  table,  and  fome  chairs.  In  this  difmal  apartment  he  was  immured  during  the 
ipace  of  eight  years,  excepting  when  he  was  occafionally  condu»5ted  to  the  interior  for- 
treisf,  which  communicated  at  top  with  the  air  ;  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the 
apprehenfions  of  his  efcape  rendered  it  impolitic  to  gratify  him,  as  often  as  humanity 
could  have  wiflied. 

With  refpett  to  his  intelleds,  as  he  had  been  iuiprifoned  from  the  fecond  year  of  his 
age,  his  ideas  of  courfe  were  few,  and  his  knowledge  exceedingly  limited,  and  though 
not  abfolutely  an  ideot,  he  difcovered  occafional  fymptotns  of  infanity.  He  could  neither 
read  nor  write  ;  he  fpoke  the  Ruffian  language,  and  knew  a  few  German  words,  which 
he  muff  have  learned  when  almofl  a  child  from  his  parents  -,  he  was  rather  inarticulate 
in  his  fpeech,  and  when  agitated,  ftammeied  exceedingly  ];.  He  was  not  ignorant  of  his 
defcent,  and  that  he  had  once  been  Emperor.  He  was  ftrongly  prepofl'efled  with  the 
hopes  of  re-afcending  the  throne,  ufed  frequently  to  allude  to  his  behaviour  when  that 
event  fiiould  take  place,  and  whenever  he  was  roufed  to  paflion,  would  threaten  to 
punifh  thofe  who  provoked  him.  He  was  exceedingly  choleric  and  ferocious,  &nd 
would  rage  atmoft  to  madnefs  whenever  he  was  intoxicated.  For  fome  time  he  was 
improperly  indulged  in  every  article  for  his  table ;  he  was  ferved  in  plate,  had  a  great 
variety  of  diflies,  and  all  kinds  of  wine.  But  to  prevent  his  frequent  exceffes,  thefe 
luxuries  were  judicioufly  diminifhed,  though  his  maintenance  was  flill  amply  provided 
for  by  the  allowance  of  2cl.  n  month  §. 

He  would  change  his  drefs  twenty  times  a  day,  and  walk  about  his  room,  admiring 
himfelf  with  puerile  fatisfadion.  In  regard  to  his  religious  opinions,  he  had  a  faint 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  perfuafion,  and  ufed  frequently  to  pray  in  the  moft  fervent 
manner.  Once  a  year  he  was  accuftomed  to  confefs,  and  receive  the  facrament,  and 
often  boafted  of  obtaining  revelations  from  the  angel  Gabriel. 

He  certainly  knew  that  theEmprefs  Elizabeth  was  feated  upon  that  throne  from  which 
he  had  been  depofed ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  acquainted  with  her 
death,  and  the  fubfequent  changes.  Peter  III.  foon  after  his  acceffion,  came  to  Schluf- 
felburgh,  accompanied  by  Godovitch,  LefFAlexandrevitchNariflikin,  Volkof,  and  Baron 
Korf.  In  croffing  the  arm  of  the  Neva  to  the  ifland,  the  boat  which  conveyed  Peter 
and  his  fuite  flruck  againfl:  a  fragment  of  the  ftone,  and  was  nearly  overfet.     On  land- 

*  In  fome  recent  publications,  the  apartment  of  Ivan  is  erroneoufly  defcribed  as  a  cafemate  of  the  for- 
trefs,  tlie  very  hole  of  which  was  bricked  up. 

f  See  the  account  of  Schluffclburgh,  chap.  vit. 
'  J  As  Caftera,  in  his  life  of  Cathaiine  the  Second,  and  others  on  the  authority  of  M.  ds  Segur,  fome  time 
French  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  liave  afferted  that  Ivan  was  not  deficient  in  fenfc,  did  not 
ilammerj  and  was  capable  of  reading  and  writing,  I  deem  it  necoffary  to  mention  the  authorities  from  which 
I  derived  mv  information,  i.  Count  Solmes,  who  was  at  Peterfburgh  before  the  death  of  Ivan.  2.  Mr. 
Lieman,  a  Dane,  who  had  been  long  refident  in  England,  was,  during  my  travels  in  Ruffia,  fettled  at 
Schluffelburgh,  where  he  had  ellabliflied  a  manufadlory  for  printing  cottons,  and  was  in  habits  of  intimacy 
with  Bereduikof,  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs.  ^.  Bcrednikof  himfelf,  whom  Mr.  Lieman  at  my  reqneft 
invited  to  dinner.  4.  A  Ruffian  nobleman  of  undoubted  veracity,  who  received  the  account  from  Volkof 
the  counfellor  of  (late,  fent  by  Peter  the  Third  to  Schluffelburgh,  to  difcover  the  real  charafter  of  Ivan. 
5.  Lef  Alexandrevitch  Narilb&in,   great  chamberlain  to  the   Kmprefs,   who  was  prefent  at   the  interview 

between   Peter  and  Ivan In  my  ftcond  vifit  to  Peterfburgh,  he  confirmed  my  nariative,  and  even  ex- 

prelTed  his  furprife  at  the  accuracy  of  my  ftatenient.     From  thefe  authorities,  and  others  which  I  am  not  at 
prefei§  at  h'berty  to  mention,  I  compiled  the  whole  of  my  narrative. 

It  is  barely  fufficicnt  to  notice  the  improbability  of  another  affertion  advanced  by  the  biographer  of  Ca- 
tharine, that  Peter  intended  to  nominate  Ivan  his  fucceflbr,   and  had  even  brought  hira  to  Peteriburgh  for 
that  purpofe,  where  he  is  faid  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  revolution. 
§  An  ample  allowance  in  Ruffia,  where provifions  were  10  cheap. 

7  ing 


COXe's    travels    in    RUSSIA.  785 

ing,  the  Emperor  fent  one  of  his  fuite  to  the  governor,  with  an  order  of  admlflion  figned 
by  himfelf,  was  immediately  received  within  the  fortrels,  and  conduced  to  the  Prince's 
apartment.  Peter  for  a  fliort  time  remained  concealed,  while  his  nobies  and  attendants 
converfed  with  Ivan  ;  but  he  foon  joined  the  company,  drank  a  difh  of  coffee,  and  en- 
tered into  difcourfe  with  the  Prince. 

I  endeavoured  to  colleQ:  fome  intelligence  of  what  paffed  at  this  conference  ;  but  the 
information  I  received,  even  from  perfons  of  good  authority,  \pas  cxtrem'.ly  various  and 
contradictory.  Inltead,  therefore,  of  detailing  uncertain  and  difcordant  anecdotes,  I 
fliall  fubmit  to  the  reader  a  tranflation  from  Bui'ching's  account  of  this  interview,  which 
muft  be  deemed  authentic,  becaufe  he  received  it  from  Baron  Korf,  who  was  prefent. 

"  In  March  1762,  Peter  III.  defirous  of  feeing  Ivan,  fct  olF  early  in  the  morning  for 
Schluffelburgh,  accompanied  by  Baron  Korf,  Leff  Alcxandrievitch  Nariflikin,  and  Vol- 
kof.  He  travelled  with  pofl-horfes,  and  kept  his  intention  fo  fccrct,  that  it  was  noon 
before  his  uncle  Prince  George  of  Holftein  was  made  arquainted  wiih  his  df^parture. 
Peter  affumed  the  chara<Ser  of  an  officer ;  and  having  fhewn  the  Governor  of  Schluffel- 
burgh an  order  for  admiffion,  previoufly  figned  by  himfelf,  went,  with  his  attendants,  to 
the  apartment  of  Prince  Ivan,  which  he  found  a  wretched  place,  provided  with  the 
meanefl  furniture.  His  clothes  were  clean  and  in  good  condition,  but  extremely  coarfe, 
and  he  was  remarkably  neat  in  his  perfon._  as  well  as  in  his  linen.  He  had  the  appear- 
ance of  an  ideot,  and  fpoke  in  a  confufed  manner.  One  moment  he  affirmed  that  he 
was  the  Emperor  Ivan,  and  the  next,  that  the  foul  of  that  Emperor,  who  was  no  longer 
alive,  had  migrated  into  his  body.  On  being  afked  what  induced  him  to  imagine  that 
he  was  an  Emperor,  he  replied,  '  he  learnt  it  from  his  parents  aad  the  foldiers  who 
guarded  him.'  Being  queftioned  whether  he  recollefted  his  parents,  he  anfwered  in 
tTie  affirmative;  and  then  bitterly  lamented,  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  had  always  kept 
them,  as  well  as  himfelf,  in  a  wretched  (late  ;  adding,  he  well  remembered  that  he  and 
they  were  formerly  under  the  care  of  an  officer,  who  was  the  only  perfon  that  had  ever 
fhewn  them  any  tendernefs  or  humanity.  Korf  iuftantly  demanding,  whether  he  Itill 
fhould  know  this  officer,  '  I  could  not  recollect  him  at  prefent,'  anfwered  Ivan,  *  as  it 
is  fo  long  ago  fince  I  faw  him,  and  I  was  then  a  child,  but  his  name  I  have  not  forgot- 
ten, it  is  Korf.'  The  General  was  greatly  affected!  Ivan  had  heard  of  the  Great  Duke 
and  his  wife  * ;  and  as  he  repeatedly  faid  that  he  hoped  again  to  be  Emperor,  he  was  afked 
in  what  manner  he  would  then  behave  to  them  ;  '  I  would  have  them  both  executed,' 
returned  the  Prince.  Peter  was  much  ffiocked  ;  he  determined,  however  f,  to  order 
the  conftrudion  of  a  fmall  houfe  in  the  fortrefs  for  the  unhappy  prifoner,  and  propofed 
to  treat  him  in  a  more  humane  manner.  Prince  George  of  Hohleiii  even  advifed  Peter 
to  redore  the  Prince  to  liberty,  to  fend  him  into  Germany,  together  with  hi^  father, 
Anthony  Ulric,  and  the  reft  of  his  family,  and  allow  them  a  handfome  penfion ;  but 
the  Emperor  did  not  feem  to  approve  the  advice  |." 

To  this  curious  account  I  am  enabled  to  add  an  authentic  anecdote.  Peter  had  not 
been  long  with  Ivan  before  he  became  difpirited  and  fuddenly  indifpofed ;  he  accord- 
ingly quitted  the  room,  and  went  out  into  the  air.     "  I  feel  myfelf  now,"  faid  he,  to 

•  Namely,  Peter  and  Catharine.  ' 

■f  We  may  collefl  from  thefe  exprefllons,  that  Bufching  fuppofed  the  houfe  within  the  fmall  fortrefs  to 
have  been  conftrufted  for  Ivan,  and  not  for  the  Emprefs  ;  but  he  was  probably  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  Ivan  was  removed  to  Kexhoim  the  beginning  of  June  ;  this  removal  was  perhaps  occafioncd 
by  the  defign  which  the  Emperor  had  formed,  of  confining  the  Emprefs  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluffelburgh. 
When  Peter  vifited  Schluffelburgh  the  (hell  of  the  houfe  was  nearly  finifhed. 

%  See  Gefchichte  des  Ruffifchen  Kayfcrs  Johann.  des  Dritten.  Buf.  H.  M.  VI.  p.  53O1  5c  feq. 
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one  of  his  fuitc,  *'  much  refrefhed  ;  I  was  nideed,  exceedingly  (hocked,  and  very  near 
fainting."  He  then  returned  into  the  apartment,  and  renewed  his  converfation  with 
Ivan,  with  whom  he  ftaid  near  an  hour. 

Peter,  it  is  faid,  propofed  to  releafe  Ivan  from  his  imprifonment ;  and  as  he  had  con- 
ceived an  idea  that,  perhaps,  poHcy  had  induced  the  Prince  to  counterfeit  idiotifm,  foj? 
the  purpofe  of  difcovering  the  truth,  he  ordered  a  confidential  perfon  *  to  remain  for 
fome  days  in  Ivan's  apartment.  This  perfon  foon  perceived  that  his  behaviour  was  ncJ 
t!ie  effeft  of  diffimulation  ;  he  at  times  talked  wildly,  as  if  he  was  really  difordered  in  his 
underftanding ;  and  frequently  with  raptures  alTerted,  that  the  angel  Gabriel  appeared 
to  him  in  vifions,  and  brought  him  revelations  from  heaven.  Being  alked  by  this  per* 
fon,  why  he  imagined  that  he  had  once  been  Emperor,  he  replied,  "  I  was  told  fo  by 
one  of  my  guards,  who  looking  ftedfaflly  at  me,  burft  fuddenly  into  tears ;  on  my  de- 
manding the  reafon,  he  informed  me,  that  he,  as  well  as  the  whole  nation,  had  formerly 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  me  as  Emperor ;  and  he  then  gave  me  the  account  of 
my  dethronement,  and  of  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth." 

Peter,  fully  convinced  that  Ivan's  underftanding  was  difordered,  foon  rellnquifhed  all 
thoughts  of  releafmg  him  ;  and  afterwards  ordered  him  to  be  fent  by  water  to  Kexholm, 
a  fortrefs  fituated  in  a  fmall  ifland  where  the  Voxen  flows  into  the  lake  of  Ladoga.  He 
vas  conveyed  acrofs  that  lake  in  a  fmall  open  boat  to  a  galliot,  which  lay  at  anchor  to 
receive  him  at  fome  diftance  from  Schluflelburgh.  The  wind  being  boifterous,  and  the 
water  extremely  agitated,  he  at  firfl:  trembled  with  fear,  but  in  a  fhort  time  became  com- 
pofed,  although  there  arofea  violent  ftorm,  which  the  watermen  could  fcarcely  weather. 
The  waves  indeed  ran  fo  high,  that  the  boat  was  overfet,  and  the  Prince  was  net  faved 
without  the  greateft  difficulty.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  Ivan  was  again  removed  from 
the  fortrefs  of  Kexholm  to  that  of  Schluflelburgh,  by  order  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine. 
The  carriage  in  which  he  was  conduced  breaking  down  near  the  village  of  Schluflel- 
burgh,  he  was  let  through  the  palace  covered  with  a  cloak,  and  thus  fettled  again  in  his 
former  habitation  t- 

This  unhappy  ftate-prifoner  was  detained  in  the  fame  fortrefs  until  his  deceafe,  the 
morning  of  the  5th  J  of  July,  1764.  Two  officers,  Captain  Vlafief  and  Lieutenant 
Tchekin,  were  appointed  for  his  guard,  and  flationed  in  his  apartment.  In  the  fortrefs 
was  a  company,  confiding  of  near  an  hundred  foldiers,  of  whom  eight  or  ten  flood  cen- 
tinel  in  the  corridore  dole  to  the  door  of  his  rooin,  and  within  thepaflTage  leading  to  it; 
the  refl:  were  pofl:ed  in  the  guard  houfe,  at  the  gate,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  for- 
trefs, under  the  command  of  the  Governor.  At  that  time  the  regiment  of  Smolenflio 
was  quartered  in  the  village  of  Schluflelburgh,  and  every  week  an  hundred  men  relieved 
the  guard  in  the  fortrefs.  Vaffih  Mirovitch,  an  under-lleutenant  in  this  regiment,  by 
attempting  to  releafe  Ivan,  was  the  caufe  of  his  death.  He  was  grandfon  of  the  rebel 
of  the  fame  name,  who  followed  Mazeppa  Hetman  of  the  Coflacs,  when  he  revolted 
from  Peter  the  Great,  and  joined  Charles  XII.  in  his  ill-concerted  expedition  into  the 
Ukraine.  Mirovitch  had  applied  to  the  Emprefs  to  refl:ore  the  efl:ates  of  his  grand- 
father, which  had  been  confifcated  after  the  battle  of  Pultava ;  but  meeting  with  a  re- 
fufal,  as  well  in  this  as  in  other  applications,  he  formed  the  defperate  refolution  of  de- 
livering Ivan,  and  replacing  him  on  the  throne.  Being,  however,  without  fortune  or 
connexions,  the  means  he  was  enabled  to  adopt  were  inadequate  to  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
enterprize. 

*  Volkof,  who  was  afterwards  governor  of  Peterfburgh. 

•j-  Thefe  two  curious  circumllaiices  I  received  from  Berednikoff  himfelf. 
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A  few  months  before  the  purpofed  time  of  executing  this  daring  enterprize,  he  com- 
municated it  at  Cafan  to  Apoilon  Ufliakof,  a  Heutenant  in  the  regiment  of  VelikiLuki. 
Thefe  two  aflbciates  repaired  to  the  church  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  where  they  took  an 
oath  of  fecrecy  and  fidelity  on  the  altar,  and  mixing  fanaticifm  with  treafon,  invoked 
the  Almighty  to  aflift  and  fan£lify  their  defigns.  They  alfo  joined  in  drawing  up  a 
manifefto,  which  they  purpofed  to  diftribute  as  foon  as  Ivan  (hould  be  reftored  to  liberty. 
The  execution  of  this  enterprize  was  delayed  until  fummcr,  when  the  F.mprcfs  was  cx- 
pefted  to  be  abfent  from  the  capital  on  an  expedition  into  Livonia.  Soon  afterwards 
^lirovitch  joined  his  regiment,  which  was  quartered  at  Schluflelburgh  ;  but  his  confe- 
derate Ufhakof  was  accidentally  drowned,  on  the  29th  of  March,  in  his  journey  to 
Smolenfko. 

Mirovitcb,  deprived  of  his  afibciate,  does  not  appear  to  have  found  any  other  perfon 
in  whom  he  could  repofe  equal  confidence.  He  founded,  however,  Tikon  Cafatkin,  a 
fervant  of  the  court ;  and  artfully  endeavoured  to  infufe  into  his  mind  rebellious  prin- 
ciples, in  order  to  make  him,  at  a  proper  feafon,  the  inftrument  of  his  purpofes.  But 
he  was  fomewhat  more  explicit  with  Simeon  Tchevaridfef,  lieutenant  in  the  corps  of 
artillery,  to  whom  he  communicated,  firfl:  by  dark  and  obfcure  hints,  and  then  in  fome- 
what plainer  terms,  a  defign  of  releafing  Ivan,  and  of  conducing  him  to  that  corps  fta- 
tioned  at  Peterfburgh.  But  he  mentioned  it  merely  as  a  projeft,  without  fixing  any 
precife  time  for  attempting  it,  or  naming  himfelf  as  the  perfon  who  would  dare  to  un- 
dertake it. 

With  fo  little  management,  and  no  precaution  in  cafe  of  failure,  did  Mirovitch  refolve 
to  carry  his  defign  into  execution ;  but  he  was  upon  duty  during  a  whole  week  in  the 
fbrtrefs,  without  finding  a  favourable  opportunity.  He  obferved,  however,  and  fet  a 
private  mark  on  the  door  of  Ivan's  apartment,  and  fhewed  it  to  Simeon  Tchevaridfef, 
who  came  from  Peterfburgh  to  vifit  him.  At  the  clofe  of  the  week  his  turn  expired  ; 
but  he  obtained,  under  fome  fpecious  pretence,  the  permiflion  of  being  continued  on 
guard  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  July*.  He  did  not,  however,  previoufly  gain  more 
than  one  commom  foldier,  whofe  name  was  Jacob  Pifkof.  It  was  not  till  about  ten  at 
night  that  he  firft  hinted  his  intention  to  three  corporals  and  two  foldiers,  who,  though 
they  at  firfl  pofitively  refufed  to  join  him,  yet,  by  the  affiftance  of  Pifkof,  and  by  his  own 
artful  perfuafions,  were  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  favour  his  defigns ;  but  could  not 
be  induced  to  aft  with  that  determined  refolution  which  the  circumflances  required.  On 
the  contrary,  they  continued  wavering,  and  alarmed  with  the  danger,  propofed  to  defer 
the  enterprize  until  a  more  convenient  opportunity.  Mirovitch  at  firft  artfully  appeared 
to  yield  to  their  fears  ;  but  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning  he  fuddenly  renewed 
his  felicitations  ;  when,  incapable  of  refifling  his  plaufible  manner,  the  diflribution  he 
made  among  them  of  fome  money,  the  promife  of  more,  the  expectation  of  great  pro- 
motion, and  his  authority,  as  commanding  officer,  they  were  induced  to  fecond  his 
attempt. 

Having  thus  fecured  fix  afTiftants,  he  fummoned  about  forty  of  the  foldiers  ftationed 
in  that  part  of  the  fortrefs,  fome  of  whom  were  afleep,  and  others  upon  guard  ;  and 
under  pretence  of  an  order  from  the  Emprefs,  commanded  them  to  load  iheir  pieces 
with  ball,  and  to  follow  him ;  and  before  they  were  aware  of  his  intention,  led  them 
towards  the  apartment  of  Ivan.  In  his  way  he  was  met  by  Berednikof  the  governor. 
This  officer  had  retired  to  reft,  but  being  alarmed  by  one  of  the  guards,  haftily  dreffed 
himfelf,  and  accofting  Mirovitch,  commanded  him  to  declare  the  caufe  of  the  diflurbance. 

*  15th,  o.  S. 
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Mirovltch  returned  no  anfwer,  but  ftriking  him  on  the  forehead  with  the  butt-end  of 
his  mulket,  delivered  him  a  prifoner  to  fome  of  his  party,  and  with  the  remainder  ad- 
vanced to  a  wooden  gate,  which  guarded  the  paffage  leading  to  the  Prince's  apartment. 
He  demanded  admittance ;  but  meeting  with  a  refufal  from  the  centinels,  ordered  his 
followers  to  difcharge  their  raufkets  and  force  their  way;  they  obeyed,  and  the  centi- 
nels returned  the  fire.  The  foldiers,  deceived  by  Mirovitch,  had  expefted  no  oppofi- 
tion  ;  furprized,  therefore,  and  alarmed  at  the  refiftance  of  the  centinels,  they  retired 
•with  precipitation,  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  theh-  leader,  and  infifted  on  feeing 
the  order  of  the  Emprefs.  Mirovitch  immediately  read  to  them  a  paper  *,  which  he 
had  forged,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he  had  counterfeited  the  imperial  fignature  ;  and  as 
it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  deceive  ignorant  men,  few  of  whom  could  read,  he  pre- 
vailed upon  them  by  entreaties,  promil'es,  and  threats,  to  make  a  fecond  attempt.  Dur- 
ing this  fhort  interval,  a  cannon  was  drawn  from  one  of  the  baftions,  which  Mirovitch 
hinifelf  pointed  againfl:  the  paffage  leading  to  the  Prince's  apartment,  when  the  door  was 
fuddenly  opened,  and  the  whole  party  fiiffered  to  enter  without  oppofition. 

On  the  firft  attempt  of  Mirovitch,  Vlafief  and  Tchekin  had  difperfed  the  affailants 
by  ordering  the  centinels  to  fire  ;  but  when  they  returned,  and  Mirovitch,  with  his 
cannon  pointed,  feemed  determined  to  force  his  way,  the  officers,  finding  no  poffibility 
of  further  refiftance,  attacked  with  their  diav^n  fwords  the  unfortunate  objeft  of  this 
conteft,  who  had  been  awakened  by  the  tumult,  and  had  ftarted  out  of  bed.  The 
Prince,  though  without  any  weapon,  and  almoil  naked,  yet,  animated  with  defpair, 
made  a  vigorous  defence  ;  he  parried  their  repeated  thrufts  ;  and,  though  pierced 
through  the  hand,  broke  one  of  their  fwords,  until  overpowered  and  ftabbed  in  feveral 
places,  he  was  difpatched  by  a  wound  in  the  back.  The  officers  immediately  threw 
open  the  door,  and,  pointing  to  the  body  of  Ivan,  exclaimed,  "  Here  is  your  Em- 
peror !"  Mirovitch,  beholding  the  dead  body,  ftarted  back  in  an  agony  of  furprize  ; 
foon,  however,  recolledling  himfelf,  he  made  no  other  attempt ;  but  returned  with 
perfeft  compofure  to  the  Governor,  and  delivering  up  his  fword,  calmly  faid,  "  I  am 
now  your  prifonerf." 

On  the  following  day,  the  body  of  Ivan  was  expofed  in  a  fnirt  and  a  pair  of  drawers 
before  the  guard-houfe  in  the  fortrefs,  whither  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people  flocked 

*  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  to  find  out  the  contents  of  this  paper;  but  id  appeared,  from 
the  examination  of  Mirovitch  and  his  alTociates,  to  have  been  obfcurely  drawn  up.  Ashe  afTtited  that  what 
he  read  to  them  iffutd  from  the  Emprefs,  he  could  not  lay  open  his  defign  of  rtleafmg  Ivan  ;  and  probably 
the  paper  contained  only  an  order  to  take  the  Prince  from  the  cuftody  of  Vlanef  and  Tchekin,  who  might 
be  reprefented  as  betraying  their  truft  :  this  fiippc.fition  is  confirmed  by  the  violent  abufe  which  the  foldiers, 
on  their  return  to  the  fecond  attack,  threw  out  againll  thefe  two  ofBcets.  Nikita  Lebedef,  the  next  in 
command  to  Mirovitch,  was  the  only  pcrfon  wh  i  perceived  that  the  order  was  counterfeited,  and,  though 
he  did  not  affill  Mirovitch,  he  was  afterward:,  puniihcd  for  not  difcovering  the  impofition  to  the  milguided 
foldiers. 

f  Such  was  the  account  of  this  tranfaftion,  which  T  received  from  the  governor ;  but  1  deem  it  a  duty 
to  infcit  a  note  from  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamfliire  to  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  which  relates  more  circum- 
flantially  the  behaviour  of  Mirovitch. 

July  26th,  1764. 

"  The  rfficer  then  (after  having  ftabbed  Ivan)  produced  the  body  to  the  Lieutenant  and  his  foldiers,  and 
told  them  they  might  now  do  with  their  Emperor  what  they  thought  proper.  M'rvitz  carried  the  corps 
to  the  foot  of  the  guard,  and  covered  it  with  the  colouis,  and  then,  with  all  his  foldiers,  proftrated  himfelf 
before  it,  and  killed  the  hands  ;  then  taking  off  his  ow^n  gorget,  fi(h,  and  fword,  laid  them  by  tlie  body, 
and  addrtfling  himfelf  to  the  Colonel  of  Korgalow,  who  was  then  arrived,  and  pointing  to  the  body,  told 
hinti,  'Thcie  is  your  Emperor,  you  may  do  as  you  pleafe.  Adverfe  fortune  iiis  blafted  my  dcfign.  I 
mourn  not  for  my  owi>  fate,  but  for  the  mlRrN  of  my  poor  fellow  foldiers,  the  innocent  vidlims  of  my 
undertaking.'     He  then  embraced  the  under  officers,  and  fuirendered  himfelf  and  his  foldiers." 

10  from 
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from  all  quarters.  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  *,  who  was  prefent  on  the  occafion, 
that  he  found  it  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  animated  grief  which  appeared  in  the  coun- 
tenances, attitudes,  and  expreffions  of  the  people  at  the  fight  of  a  Prince,  who  had  once 
been  feated  upon  the  throne,  whofe  misfortune  only,  and  no  crime,  had  occafioned 
his  imprifonment,  and  whofe  wretched  exiftence  had  been  prematurely  clofed  by  the 
hand  of  violence.  The  concourfe  at  laft  being  fo  great  as  to  excite  apprehenfions  of  a 
tumult,  the  body  was  wrapped  in  a  fheep-fhin,  put  into  a  coffin,  and  buried  in  an  an- 
tient  chapel  of  the  fortrefs,  which  is  now  demolilhed.  * 

According  to  the  information  I  received  from  thofe  who  had  feen  the  body  of  Ivan, 
he  was  fix  feet  in  height,  handfome,  and  athletic;  he  had  fmall  fiery  eyes,  reddifli 
hair  and  beard,  and  a  complexion  uncommonly  fair,  though  pallid  from  confinement. 

The  account  of  this  wild  enterprife,  and  of  Ivan's  death  was  forwarded  to  Count 
Panin,  together  with  feveral  copies  of  the  inaniferto,  found  upon  Mirovitch.  It  con- 
tained the  moil  virulent  abufe  and  dreadful  imprecations  againil  the  Emprefs,  who  was 
reprefented  as  an  ufurper  of  the  throne  of  which  Ivan  was  the  lawful  fovereign ;  and 
the  copies  were  to  have  been  diftributed  as  foon  as  the  Prince  fhould  be  refcued  and 
brought  to  the  capital.  Count  Panin  difpatched  immediate  intelligence  to  the  Emprefs 
in  Livonia  ;  who  commanded  Lieutenant-General  Weymar  to  repair  without  delay  to 
Schluffelburgh,  to  examine  Mirovitch  and  his  aflociates.  This  information,  together 
with  the  confelFion  of  Mirovitch  and  his  accomplices,  was  laid  before  a  committee  com- 
pofed  of  five  principal  ecclefiaftics,  the  fenate,  and  of  other  nobles  high  in  rank  and  office. 
Mirovitch  and  his  abettors,  being  removed  to  Peterfburgh,  were  examined  at  different 
times  before  this  committee,  both  feperately  and  together ;  and  the  refult  of  all  thefe 
enquiries  tended  to  fhew,  that  Mirovitch  had  not  been  initigated  to  this  attempt ;  but 
had  originally  contrived  the  plot,  and  afted  throughout  the  whole  tranfadion  folely 
from  himfelf. 

During  feveral  meetings  held  on  this  occafion,  Mirovitch  aftoniflied  the  committee 
by  his  iniblent  and  undaunted  behaviour ;  at  laft,  however,  he  was  brought  in  fome 
meafureto  afenfe  of  his  crime,  by  the  reprefentations  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Roftof,  and 
four  nobles  fpecially  deputed  for  that  purpofe,  and  being  again  exhorted  to  confefs  if 
he  had  any  affociates,  he  firmly  replied,  "  As  a  man  devoted  to  die,  I  folemnly  declare, 
that  my  confeffion  contains  all  I  know.  I  call  upon  the  Almighty  to  witnefs  the  truth 
of  this  aiTertion,  and  denounce  his  fevereft  vengeance  upon  me  in  the  next  world,  if  I 
have  mifreprefented  any  circumftance.  or  concealed  any  accomplice."  Being  convifted 
of  high  treafon,  he  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head  ;  and  the  body,  together  with  the 
fcaffold  upon  which  he  was  to  fuffer,  were  ordered  to  be  burnt  upon  the  fpot.  The 
fentence  was  performed  on  the  26th  of  September,  in  the  city  of  Peterfburgh.  Miro- 
vitch walked  to  the  place  of  execution  along  the  ftreets,  through  an  innumerable  con- 
courfe of  people,  with  an  unconcerned  air,  and  ftcady  countenance.  Having  mounted 
the  fcaffold,  !'.^  caft  his  eyes  around  him  with  a  look  of  indifference,  then  croffed  him- 
felf, and  witi.out  uttering  a  fingle  word  f,  laid  down  his  head  upon  the  block,  and  it 
was  fevered  from  his  body  at  one  ftroke. 

Mirovitch  alone  fuffered  capitally  ;  his  abettors  were  fubjeiEled  to  different  penalties, 
according  to  the  degrees  of  their  guilt.  Pifkof,  who  was  the  mofl  criminal,  was  fen- 
tenced  to  run  the  gauntlet  twelve  times  through  a  line  of  a  thoufand  men,  and  his  five 
affociates  fn  times  ;  they  were  then  condemned  for  life  to  hard  labour  and  imprifon- 

*  Mr.  Lieman. 

f  It  may  uot  be  improper  toremark,  that  Mirovitch  was  not  gagged^  as  has  been  falfely  afferted. 
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ment ;  a  fentence  heavier  than  death  itfelf.  It  is  needlefs  to  difcriininate  the  penalties 
impofed  upon  the  others,  which  confided  chiefly  in  the  gauntlet,  in  degradation,  and  in 
condemnation  to  ferve  in  diftantgarrifons.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  fifty-five 
delinquents  were  involved  in  the  guilt  of  Mirovitch  :  to  thefe  muft  be  added  Cafatkin 
and  Tchevaridfef,  who  were  convicled  of  holding  treafonable  converfations  with  him  ; 
and  Nikita  Lebedef,  who  was  punhhed  for  not  having  undeceived  the  foidiers,  by  ex- 
pofing  the  falfity  of  the  order  forged  by  Mirovitch. 

Such  ara  the  principal  fads  which  I  was  able  to  coUedl:  refpeding  the  life  and  death 
of  Ivan ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  ftate  them  with  perfect  impartiality.  The  fame 
regard  to  truth  prevents  me  from  concealing  reports  induftrioufly  circulated,  that  the 
court  not  only  connived  at,  but  even  encouraged  the  attempt  of  Mirovitch.  The  ac- 
cufation  is  thus  ftated.  Orders  were  previoufiy  g-iven  to  Vlafief  and  Tchekin  to  deflroy 
Ivan,  if  any  attempt  to  releafe  him  ihould  be  likely  to  fucceed,  and  for  the  purpofe 
of  furnifliing  them  with  a  pretence  for  difpatching  him,  Mirovitch  was  privately  infti- 
gated  to  form  a  confpiracy  in  his  favour.  In  fupport  of  this  accufation  it  is  urged  : 
J.  In  the  attack  of  Mirovitch  and  his  party  on  the  guards  of  Ivan,  not  one  perfon  on 
each  fide  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  2.  The  condufl  of  Mirovitch  on  the  failure 
of  his  projed,  his  daring  behaviour  under  his  trial,  and  his  calm  compofure  at  the  place 
•  of  execution,  are  not,  on  any  other  fuppofition,  to  be  accounted  for.  3.  Orders 
were  given  to  Vlafief  and  Tchekin  for  putting  Ivan  to  death  j  and- they  were  promoted 
for  executing  thofe  orders. 

I.  With  refpedt  to  the  firll  aflertion,  we  may  readily  allow  the  -faft  to  have  been 
very  extraordinary,  but  by  no  means  improbable.  It  is  a  well-known  circumftance,  that 
in  the  outfkirts  of  an  army  large  bodies  of  light  troops  frequently  approach  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  fire  without  effeft.  And  if  this  frequently  happens  in  the  day-time, 
the  probability  is  (till  further  increafed,  when  we  confider  that  the  rencounter  in  quef- 
tion  happened  at  two  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  thick  fog*.  Nor  is  it  extra- 
ordinary that  the  centinels  of  Ivan,  who  were  but  few,  and  fome  of  thefe  few  (heltered 
in  the  paffage,  and  others  probably  behind  the  pillars  of  the  corridore,  fhould  not  be 
wounded  by  the  random  Ihots  of  the  aflailants,  wavering  in  their  refolutions,  and  un- 
certain whether  to  comply  with,  or  difobey,  the  orders  of  their  leader.  With  refpect 
to  the  party  of  Mirovitch,  the  whole  number  did  not  attack  in  a  collective  body ; 
many  of  them  continued  at  fome  diftance ;  and  they  were  all  fo  alarmed  at  the  unex- 
pected return  of  their  fire,  that  they  inftantly  difperfed,  and  probably  before  all  the  guards 
had  difcharged  their  mufkets ;  and  as  the  guard  confifted  only  of  eight  or  ten,  as  the 
eight  was  dark,  and  the  area  large,  it  cannot  bedeemedfurprifing  that  they  miffed  the 
affailants.  To  a  perfon  who  has  been  upon  the  fpot,  and  examined  the  pofition  of  the 
place,  thefe  fuppofitions  are  far  from  appearing  improbable ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  we  conclude  the  whole  to  have  been  concerted,  we  mufl:  allow  that  every  in- 
dividual, on  both  fides,  was  previoufly  informed  that  the  attack,  as  well  as  defence, 
fhould  be  feigned  :  a  cafe  in  itfelf  impoffible,  that  a  defign  of  fuch  importance,  and  the 
mode  of  accomplifhing  it,  fliould  be  entrufted  to  fomany,  and  thofe  of  no  higher  rank 

than,  common  foidiers  f.  r^, 

2.   ine 

*  The  truth  of  this  circumftance  has  been  erroneoudy  called  in  queftion  ;  for  I  was  informed  at  Schluf- 
ftlburgh,  that  almoft  every   morning  in  furamer  a  fog  precedes  fun-iife,  whicli  is  naturally  accounted  for 
from  the  lituatlon  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  fortrefs  Hands,  in  a  marfhy  foil,  and  clofe  to  the  largeft  lake 
.in  Europe. 

f   In  reply  to  this  argument,  it  has  been  faid  that  the  cartridges  diftributed  to  the  foidiers  on  both  fides 
were  wi'.hout  balls ;  but  no  authority  has  ever  been  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  alTertion,     If  we  could  fup- 
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2.  The  fecond  argument  is  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  Mirovitch  on  the  death  of 
Ivan,  during  his  trial,  and  at  the  place  of  execution.  In  regard  to  his  behaviour  on 
the  death  of  Ivan,  it  is  objeded,  that,  inftead  of  attempting  to  make  any  refinance,  he 
cahiily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  delivered  himfeif  a  prifoner.  To  this  it  may  be  an- 
fwcred,  that  be  had  founded  all  his  hopes  of  fuccefs  on  obtaining  pofleffion  of  Ivan's 
perfon  ;  the  momenr,  thei-efore,  that  thofe  hopes  were  fruflrated  by  the  death  of  the 
Prince,  his  fate  was  decided.  He  had  great  difficulty  in  perfuading  the  foldiers  to 
make  the  fecond  atrack,  when  the  Prince  was  alive  ;  what  affiftance,  therefore,  could 
be  expeded  from  them  when  they  knew  that  he  was  dead  ?  They  had  no  other  ob. 
ject  than  to  releafe  Ivan,  and  had  even  been  unwillingly  hurried  on  to  favour  that  at- 
tempt. Gould  Mirovitch  fuppofe  that  they  would  defperately  aflifl  him  in  attacking  the 
officers,  and  in  forcing  an  ei'cape  ?  And  indeed  whither  could  he  efcape  ?  He  could 
neither  conceal  himfeif  in  the  fortrefs ;  nor  could  he  eafdy  whhdraw  from  the  ifland. 
He  had,  therefore,  no  other  alternative  than  felf-deflruftion,  or  an  immediate  furrender. 
His  preference  of  a  furrender  may  be  attributed  to  impulfe  of  the  moment,  or  rather 
perhaps  to  the  cool  intrepidity  of  his  charader.  He  had  ventured  his  life  and  fortunes 
upon  one  ril'k  of  extreme  hazard,  and  when  that  failed  him,  he  knew  and  was  prepared 
for  the  worft,  and  fullenly  refigned  himfeif  to  his  fate.  But  after  all,  it  is  too  much  to 
expeft  that  we  Ihould  juftify  the  condud  of  an  enthufiaft,  in  the  moment  of  dii'appoint- 
ment  and  defpair,  on  the  principles  of  found  judgment  and  deliberate  reafon*. 

His  daring  infolence  before  the  committee,  and  his  calm  indiiFference  at  the  place  of 
execution,  are,  it  is  alleged,  not  to  be  accounted  for,  but  on  the  fuppofition  that  he 
either  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  idea  of  collufion,  or  becaufe  he  was  fecure  of  pardon. 
It  is  furmifed,  therefore,  that  he  was  only  to  lay  down  his  head  on  the  block,  and  a 
reprieve  was-to  be  ready  at  the  place  of  execution.  1  o  this  I  briefly  anfwer,  that  it  is 
not  to  be  conceived  by  what  promifes  a  man  could  poffibly  be  perfuaded  to  hazard 
himfeif  in  fo  critical  a  ftate.  What  could  induce  him  to  ri(k  his  life  under  a  momen- 
tary ftroke,  to  be  given  or  fufpended  by  a  power  interefled  in  his  deftrudion  ?  For  the 
dead  betray  nothing;  and  his  death  would  preclude  all  difcovery  of  fo  infamous  a  tran- 
fadion.      And  thefe  flrange  fuppofitions  are  advanced,  as  if  no  rebel  was  ever  un- 


pofe  that  the  murder  was  committed  intentionally,  ball-cartridges  could  not  have  been  withheld  from  a 
motive  of  humanity. 

•  1  cannot  In  this  place  avoid-  citing  a  paflage  from  an  anonymous  author,  who  fuppofts  a  collufion 
betvi'een  Mirovitch  and  the  court :  "  Apres  un  fi  noble  exploit  MelTrs.  Wlallef  et  Tchekin  jettent  le 
corps  du  Prince  aflaffine  devaiit  la  porte  ;  et  par  un  tffet  miracukux  Miroviiz,  qui  ne  connoifail  alors  le 
Prince  Ivan  que  tie  nom,  le  reconnoit  dans  ce  moment  pour  Jon  Empcreur  non  ohjhint  le  Irouillard  epais."  A 
ftrange  objedlion  !  as  if,  becaufe  Mirovitch  was  not  acquainted  with  tlie  perff.n  of  Ivan,  he  fhould  not  know, 
or  at  leaft.  believe,  the  dead  body  to  be  his,  when  the  guards  cried  out,  "  Here  is  your  Emperor  !"  Could 
he  conceive  they  had  murdered  an  innocent  perfon,  merely  with  tiie  view  of  deluding  him  ?  And  were  not 
the  doors  of  the  apartment  thrown  open,  and  he  at  full  liberty  to  fearch  and  fatisfy  himfeif?  Another 
palTage  from  the  fame  author  mull  be  mentioned  for  its  glaring  falfily  :  "  Le  coup  inattendu  le  frappa 
tellemcnt,  qu'il  temoigne  fon  repentir  et  fon  affliftion  a  toute  fa  troupe,  fc  rend  prifonnier  ;  et  de  toute  fa 
garde  qui  eio'it  complice  du  mime  crime,  lui  feul  qui  en  efl  h  chef  ejl  arrele,  el  lui  feul  en  e/l  puni."  The  reader 
will  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  foldiers  who  affiited  Mirovitch  were  equally  guilty  with  him  ;  and  whe- 
ther he  was  the  only  perfon  arrefted,  and  the  only  perfon  punifhed.  The  author  of  the  above  malevolent 
paragraph  did  not  know,  perhaps,  that,  by  tl)e  laws  of  Rnffia,  capital  penalties  are  feldom  infliflcd  ;  or 
that  the  accomplices  of  Mirovitch  were  feverely  punifhed.  We  may  remind  him,  that  even  in  the  rebellion 
of  Pugatchcf,  that  impoftor  and  four  of  his  principal  confederates  were  the  only  perfons  who  fuffercd  drath; 
the  other  rebels  wertTcnooted  arid  condemned  to  hard  labour  and  imprifonment.  The  caufe  mull  be  very 
bad  indeed,  when  its  defenders  have  recourfe  to  fuch  frivolous  objedlions,  and  fuch  glaring  falfehoods. 
See  Pieces  concernant  la  Mort  du  Prince  .van. 
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daunted  during  trial ;  nor  any  malefador  every  met  death  with  finnnefs  and  even  in. 
difference. 

3.  With  refpefl  to  the  th'rd  argument,  which  refts  on  the  previous  orders  to  the 
officers  Vlafiet  and  Tchekin,  their  execution  of  thofe  orders,  and  promotion  in  confe- 
quence,  I  clearly  and  decifively  reply,  that  fuch  orders  were  not  peculiar  to  the  guards 
of  Ivan  ;  they  are  always  given  to  thofe  who  are  appointed  to  fecure  ftate-prifoners  of 
any  confequence  in  Ruffia.  During  the  whole  reign  of  Elizabeth,  this  precaution  had 
always  been  taken  -,  and  the  orders  were  renewed  whenever  the  perfoiis  entrulted  with 
the  care  of  Ivan  were  changed. 

But,  in  fupport  of  this  argument,  it  is  further  alleged,  that  the  officers  were  too  pre- 
cipitate in  difpatching  the  Prince ;  they  might  have  conveyed  him  to  fome  place  of 
greater  fecurity,  when  the  confpirators  had  been  repulfed  in  their  firll  onfet.  But  whi. 
ther  could  they  convey  him  ?  They  could  not  conceal  him  in  the  fortrefs,  or  remove 
him  from  the  ifland.  There  could  be  no  apartment  more  fecure  than  that  in  which  he 
was  confined  ;  and  even  if  they  had  attempted  to  remove  him,  the  fliortnefs  of  the  in- 
terval between  the  firll  and  fecond  affault  would  have  prevented  them.  The  alTailants 
inftantly  returned  as  foon  as  the  forged  order  was  read  to  them,  and  they  returned 
with  a  loaded  cannon.  It  follows,  therefore,  tiiat  the  officers  and  centinels  found  theai" 
felves  incapable  of  refiftance,  and  that  Ivan  muft  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Miro- 
vitch  ;  they  had,  therefore,  no  other  alternative  than  to  put  him  to  death.  Dreadful 
alternative  indeed  !  but  which  they  were  obliged  to  embrace,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  tranquillity.  If  they  performed  their  duty  in  tliis  emergency,  the  approbation  of 
their  fovereign,  and  their  fubfequent  promotion,  were  the  natural,  and  I  even  add,  the 
juft  confequences. 

But  furely  the  whole  condufl:  of  Mirovitch,  his  affociation  with  Ufliakof,  their  oath  of 
fidelity,  the  violent  manifedo  againft  the  Emprefs,  together  with  his  treafonable  inter- 
courfe  with  Calatkin  and  Tchevaridfef,  are  evident  proofs  that  his  defign  was  not  feign- 
ed, that  it  originated  from  himfelf,  and  had  been  planned  fome  time  before  an  opportu- 
nity ofiered  for  its  execution.  To  fuppofe  that  the  Emprefs  had  formed  the  projedl  of 
deftroying  Ivan,  that  ffie  employed  Mirovitch  as  the  inltrument,  that  fhe  fecretly  pro- 
niifed  him  his  pardon,  that  Ihe  fuffered  him  to  go  to  the  place  of  execution  fully  fecure 
of  a  reprieve,  that  Ilie  there  deceived  him,  that  Ihe  punifiied  his  affociates,  of  whofe 
criminality  fhe  was  herfclf  the  immediate  caufe,  imply  fuch  an  abfurd  complication  of 
the  bafeft  fraud  and  horrid  barbarity,  that  we  ought  not  to  liften  to  the  imputation, 
were  it  founded  even  on  fome  degree  of  probable  conjefture;  whereas  the  arguinents 
alleged  amount  only  to  mere  furmifes  and  vague  fuppofitions  5  and  are  totally  refuted  by 
the  mofl  valid  arguments  and  indifputable  teftimony. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  hiftory  without  annexing  a  fhort  account  of  Ivan's  family.  His 
father  Anthony  Ulric  was  fon  of  Ferdinand  Albert,  by  Antonietta  Amelia,  filler  of 
Charlotte  Chriltina,  who  efpoufcd  the  Tzarovitch  Alexey.  He  was  brother  of  Charles 
Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  of  that  diltinguiftied  general  Prince  Ferdinand.  Anthony 
Ulric  was  born  in  1714;  in  1733  was  betrothed,  on  his  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  to  the 
Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  tlie  prefumptive  heirefs  of  the  Ruffian  throne.  He 
ferved  in  the  campaign  againft  the  Turks,  under  General  Munic,  affifted  at  the  fiege  of 
Otchakof,  and  was  a  true  Brunfwick  for  valour  and  fpirit  of  enterprize.  On  the  14th 
of  July  1739,  his  nuptials  with  the  Princefs  Anne  were  celebrated  with  great  magnifi- 
cence.    On  the  day  of  that  ceremony,  "  *  who  would  have  imagined  that  their  union 

*  Manftein's  Memoirs,  p.  248. 
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would  one  day  produce  their  greatefl  misfortune  ?"  and  that  the  Prince  was  called  into 
Ruflia,  not  to  {hare  a  throne,  but  a  prifon  with  his  confort  ? 

The  mother  of  Ivan,  Eh'zabeth  Catharine  Chriflina,  was  daughter  of  Charles  Leo-  ■ 
pold,  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh,  by  Catharine  Ivanofna;  (lie  was  born  in  1718,  and  in 
1731  invited  to  Peterfburgh  by  her  aunt  the  Emprefs  i\nne.  Having  embr;:ced  the 
Greek  religion,  (he  was  re-baptized  by  the  name  of  Anne,  and  efpoufed  in  1739  An- 
thony  Ulric.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  Ivan,  fhe  was  not  only  excluded  from  the  throne, 
but  even  from  any  fliare  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  during  her  fon's  minority,  by  the 
mtrigues  of  Biron,  who,  upon  the  accefllon  of  Ivan,  was  declared  regent.  Having,  by 
the  afliftance  of  Count  Munic,  arrefted  Biren,  the  Princels  Anne  altumed  the  regency 
and  title  of  Great  Duchefs,  and  was  on  the  point  of  declaring  herfelf  Emprefs,  when 
Elizabeth  feized  the  reins  of  government. 

Upon  that  revolution  this  illuftrious  couple  were  fucceflively  confined  at  Riga,  Dune- 
mund,  and  Oranienbaum  ;  from  thence  they  were  removed  to  Solomonfkoi  Oflrof,  an 
ifland  in  the  White  Sea,  and  finally,  to  Kolmogori,  a  fmall  town,  fituated  in  an  ifland  of 
the  Dvina,  about  forty  miles  from  Archangel.  Anne  had  four  children  by  her  huihand 
during  their  joint  imprifonment,  and  died  in  child-bed  at  Kolmogori,  in  March  1746. 
Her  body  was  bi-ought  to  Peterfburgh,  and  buried  in  the  church  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Alexander  Nevfld. 

Manftein  *  has  well  drawn  the  weak,  capricious,  and  indecifive  charafter  of  the  re- 
gent Anne  ;  who,  with  a  moderate  degree  of  firmnefs  and  prudence,  might  have  defeat- 
ed the  defigns  of  Elizabeth  ;  but  an  anecdote  recorded  by  Bufching,  will  perhaps  dif- 
play,  in  the  flrongeft  light,  her  mild  and  indolent  charafter.  During  her  confinement 
in  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick  frequently  blamed  her  for  having  dif- 
regarded  the  information  (lie  daily  received  concerning  the  attempts  of  the  oppofite 
party  :  once  in  particular  he  vehemently  reproached  her  for  rejefting  his  advice  to  ar- 
reft  Elizabeth,  adding,  "  had  that  advice  been  followed,  you  and  your  family  would 
not  have  been  involved  in  your  prefent  misfortunes."  "  It  may  be  fo,"  returned  the 
P;incefs  with  great  indifference  j  "  but  I  fhall  never  repent  of  my  condudt ;  and 
it  is  better  as  it  is,  than  to  have  preferved  our  fovereignty  by  fhedding  a  deluge  of 
blood  f." 

Befides  Ivan,flie  left  four  children,  two  fons,  and  as  many  daughters,  who  were  con- 
•fined  with  their  father  at  Kolmogori, 

Anthony  Ulric  died  in  1776,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  imprifonment,  and  in  the 
fixty-third  of  his  age.  He  had  been  long  afflifted  with  the  gout,  and  a  year  before  his 
^eath  was  totally  blind. 

The  place  of  their  confinement  at  Kolmogori  was  the  bifliop's  ancient  palace  and 
garden;  feparated  on  one  fide  from  the  cathedral  by  a  high  wall,  and  on  the  other 
furrounded  by  palifadocs  |.  Within  the  enclofare,  near  the  entrance,  was  a  barrack 
for  the  foldiers  who  guarded  them,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  and  three  inferior  ofE- 
cers.  Another  guard,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Karikin,  was  ftationed  in  the  epifco- 
pal  palace,  in  which  the  illullrious  prifoners  were  confined  5  thefe  two  guards  had  no 
communication  with  each  other. 

*  Memoirs,  p.  3  16. 

f  Buf-  Hift.  Mag-  vol.  i.  p.  32.     Bufching  liad  this  anecdote  from  A  favourite  maid,  of  honour  who  at- 
-tcnJed   the  regent  in  her  contlnement. 

J   Bufching's  Hift,  Mag,  vol.  xxii.  p  418. 
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The  governor  of  Archangel  kept  the  keys  of  the  gates,  and  without  liispermiiTinn  no 
one,  not  even  the  phyfician,  if  they  were  indifpofed,  could  venture  to  vifit  them,  Froiii 
the  windows  of  their  houfe  they  were  able  to  defer/,  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  a  fmall 
turn  of  the  river  Dvina,  and  towards  the  fouth-weft,  the  high  road  leading  to  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh.  They  inhabited  the  apartments  on  the  ground-floor,  which  lead  by  a  fuiall 
flight  of  (feps  into  a  garden,  planted  with  a  few  birch,  and  containing  a  muddy  fiih- 
pond,  furrounded  with  avenues  of  trees.  In  this  fifli-pond  floated  an  old  and  crazy 
boat.  They  had  the  ufe  of  an  old-fafliioned  coach,  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  and  atteruled 
by  the  foldiers,  in  which  they  -could  drive  backwards  and  forwards  along  an  alley  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  within  the  enclofure. 

Thefe  illullrious  prifoners,  whofe  birth  entitled  them  to  a  better  fate,  faw  no  other 
perfons  but  their  attendants ;  had  no  other  amufement  than  to  play  at  v.'hi(l  or  ombre, 
and  dared  not  read  any  thing  but  books  of  prayer  in  the  Ruflian  language. 

Godovin,  governor  of  Archangel,  under  whofe  infpection  they  remained  fevcnteen 
years,  treated  them  with  great  neglect.  He  fuffered  the  houfe  and  garden  to  fall  into 
decay,  furniflied  an  indifferent  table,  and  gave  no  account  of  the  money  allotted  for 
their  fupport.  But  in  1779  they  experienced  a  more  favourable  change  of  circum- 
flances.  Melgunef  being  difpatched  by  the  Emprels  to  divide  the  province  of  Arch- 
angel into  two  governments,  vifited  the  prifoners,  and  was  moved  with  compaflion  at 
their  forlorn  fituation.  By  his  advice  the  youngeft  Princefs  Elizabeth  wrote  ta  the 
Emprcfs,  in  an  artlefs  and  pathetic  manner,  and  laid  before  Ht-r  Mnjefly  an  account  of 
their  deplorable  fituadon.  Catharine,  greatly  afi'ected  at  the  perufal,  reftored  them 
to  liberty,  and  placed  them  under  the  protection  of  the  Queen-Dowager  of  Den- 
mark. 

By  her  order,  Melgunef  prepared  every  thing  for  their  departure;  and  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  27th  of  June  1779,  releafed  them  from  the  prifon- 
houfe,  and  accompanied  them  to  Archangel.  On  their  arrival  in  the  fortrefs,  he  in- 
formed them  of  the  Emprefs's  gracious  intentions  to  fend  tliem  into  Denmark.  This 
unexpe£ted  news  at  firll  filled  them  with  apprehcnfiohs  ;  they  miftrufled  fome  hidden 
danger,  and  expreffed  a  dcfire  to  remain  at  Kolmogori  with  the  enjoyment  of  more  ^i- 
berty.  But  when  Melgunef  affured  them,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Emprcfs,  delivered  to  them  a  valuable  prefent  of  clothes,  plate,  and  diamonds,  and 
informed  them,  that  they  would  be  placed  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Queen-Dowager 
of  Denmark,  their  aunt,  they  burft  into  tears,  and  falling  upon  their  knees,  expre(I'-d 
the  varmeft  gratitude  for  this  unexpected  favour,  and  offered  up  prayers  to  Heaven  for 
their  kind  benefactrefs. 

On  the  30th  of  June  they  went  on  board  the  frigate  prepared  for  their  voyage,  fet 
fail  on  the  following  night,  and  after  a  paffage  of  three  months,  and  being  expofed'to  a 
violent  temped,  reached  Berghen  in  Norway.  There  they  embiu-ked  on  board  a  Danifli 
veffel,  and  landed  at  Flatftrand,  on  the  coafl:  of  Jutland.  Being  conveyed  to  Aaiberg, 
they  remained  five  days  with  the  governor.  Count  Ofl:en  *,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  eafy  journies,  and  fixed  their  refidence  at  Horfens,  a  town  of  Jutland, 
fituated  at  the  extremity  of  a  bay  of  the  Baltic,  a  few  miles  from  the  frontiers  of 
Slefwic. 

In  my  fecond  tour  to  the  North,  in  1784,  I  purfued  my  travels  to  Horfens,  from  a 
defire  to  pay  my  rtfpefts  to  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages.     On  our  arrival  we  waited  on 

•  I  received  thefe  particulars  from  Count  Often  himfelf,  whom  I  met  at  Copenhagen. 

the 
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the  principal  ofiicer  attendant  on  the  Ruflian  Princes,  and  requcfted  to  have  the  honour 
of  being  prefeated.  We  received  a  favourable  anfwer;  but  when  we  e.xpeiiled  ourrg- 
queit  to  be  complied  with,  we  were  put  off  with  various  excufes  We  did  not  know, 
until  we  Were  informed  by  Mr.  Guldbtrg,  whom  we  had  the  honour  of  feeing  at  Aar- 
huns,  tn;\t  by  fpecial  orders  from  the  court  of  Denmark  no  foreigners  were  prefented  to 
them.  They  were  only  accompanied  by  a  Ruffian  lady,  and  a  pried  and  his  wife.  From 
their  ignorance  of  any  language  but  the  Ruffian,  and  their  inability  to  converfe  with 
Hioll  of  thofe  who  were  placed  about  them,  on  their  firfl;  arrival  at  Horfens  they  ap- 
peared  even  to  regret  their  prifon  at  Kolmogori.  But  they  were  foon  reconciled,  and 
became  quiie  delighted  with  the  change  in  their  fituation. 

They  areltill  a  kind  of  (late  prifoners,  though,  in  comparifon  with  their  former  fitua- 
tion,  they  may  be  faid  to  enjoy  perfed  liberty.  They  never  go  out  without  attendants, 
and  have  not  yet  been  periiii'ted  to  vifit  any  family  in  the  town.  The  gates  of  their- 
houle  or  palace,  as  it  is  called,  are  carefully  clofed  in  winter  at  ten,  and  in  fummer  at 
eleven.  They  amufe  themfelves  with  reading,  playing  at  billiards,  cards,  riding,  and 
walking  ;  they  walk  much  about  the  town,  and  in  the  environs,  and  drive  oiu  in  car- 
riages. '1  he  princes  often  ride,  partici.'larly  Alexey,  who  is  fond  of  that  exercife,  and 
fe  faid  to  be  expert.  They  not  unfr^quentiy  pay  vifits  in  the  country,  and  dine  with, 
the  neighbouring  f  imilies. 

The  names  of  thcfe  defcendants  of  the  imperial  f<imily  are  Catharine,  born  July.  26, 
1741,  Peter,  born  March  ji,  1743,  Alexey,  born  March  7,  1746,  of  whom  Anne 
died  in  childbed.  This  prince  is  fince  dead.  Eliz.ibeth,  the  youngeft  filler,  was 
a  woman  of  high  fpirit  and  elegant  manners.  On  being "releafed,  fhe  wrote  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  Emprefs,  fo  well  expreffed  as  to  excite  admiration.  Her  father  is  faid  to 
have  inftruded  her  ;  but  flie  likewife  obtained  confiderable  information  from  feveral: 
officers  who  were  her  guards,  and  whom  file  conciliated  by  her  captivating  manners. 
On  her  arrival  at  Horfens  (lie  poffeffed  portraits  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  had  even, 
contrived  to  procure  a  rouble  of  her  brother  Ivan  flruck  in  his  fhort  reign.  She  alone 
of  her  brothers  and  fillers  could  fpeak  a  little  German,  and  ftrved  as  an  iiiterpjreter 
between  them  and  t'rince  Ferdinand  of  Bunlwick,  \>  ho  more  than  once  vifited  his  ne- 
phews and  nieces.  She  is  reported  to  have  died  of  chagrin  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  could 
coUeft,  her  death  was  occafioned  by  a  violent  fever,  which  was  Icon  attended  with  a. 
delirium,  and  hurried  her  to  the  grave  on  the  fixteenth  day  ol  her  illnefs. 

But  though  we  were  unfucccfsful  in  our  attempt  to  be  prefented,  we  did  not  quit 
Horfens  without  feeing  their  perfons ;  as  on  the  day  after  our  arrival  there  was  a  great 
fair,  and  many  people  were  aflembled  in  the  market-place,  the  Princes  frequently  ap- 
peared at  the  windows  of  their  palace.  ThePrincefs  feemed  pale  and  thin,  the  Princes- 
were  about  the  middle  fize,  fair  complexioned,  v\ith  (Irong  features,  light  hair,  and  ex- 
preflive  eyes. 

As  I  beheld  thefe  augufl:  defcendants  of  the  Tzar  Ivan,  I  felt  extreme  fatisfadion,  in 
reflefling  that  they  were  enlarged  from  the  precinds  of  a  Ruffian  prifon  ;  and  admired 
the  humanity  and  magnanimity  of  Catharine  the  Second,  who,  above  the  fufpicions 
of  ftate-jealoufy,  releafed  from  a  long  confinement  perfons  whofe  parents  had  died  in. 
prifon,  whofe  brother  had  once  filled  the  RulFian  throne,  and  clofed  his  unfortunate  life 
by  the  hand  of  violence. 

Havng  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention  Count  Munic,  I  (hall  here  throw  together- 
a  few  anedotes  of  that   extraordinary  man,   who   enjoyed  the  favour   of   five  fove- 
reigns,  who  attained,  at  one  period  of  his  life,  the  highelt  honours,  and  at  another  was 
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doomed  to  a  rigorous  confinement  of  twenty  years,  which  he  fudalned  with  an  unbroken 

fpirit  *. 

Count  Burchard  Chriftopher  Munic,  fonof  a  Danidi  officer,  was  born  at  New-Hun- 
torf,  in  the  county  of  Oldenburgh,  on  the  9th  of  May  1683.  He  received  an  excellent 
education,  and,  in'the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Land- 
rrave  of  Heffe-Darmftadt,  uho,  on  account  of  his  knowledge  in  taftics,  conferred  on 
him  the  rank  of  captain.  He  ferved  his  fivfl  campaign  in  1701,  when  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  commanded  againft  the  French,  and  was  prefent  at  the  fiege  of  Landaw.  In 
1705  he  was  employed  as  a  major  by  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Cairei,  and  improved 
himfelf  in  the  art  of  war  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene.  He 
didinguiflied  himfelf  for  his  cool  intrepidity  in  feveral  engagements  and  fieges,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  when,  in  recompence  for  his  bravery,  he  was  made 
lieutenant  colonel.  Being,  in  1712,  dangeroufly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Denain,  he 
was  taken  prifoner  by  the'  French,  and  foon  after  his  releafe  in  the  enfuing  year,  raifed 
to  the  command  of  a  regiment. 

In  1716  he  quitted  the  Heffian,  and  entered  into  the  Polifii  fervice  under  Auguf- 
tus  II.,  and  was  foon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general ;  but,  in  1721,  being  in- 
fulted  by  Count  Fleming,  the  King's  favourite,  he  went  into  RuiTia,  and  was  received 
in  the  moft  honourable  manner  by  Peter.  Being  charged  by  that  great  monarch  with 
the  execution  of  feveral  important  trulls,  both  civil  and  military,  he  fucceffively  filled 
the  higheft  pofts  in  the  army  and  ftate.  He  was  created  marfhal  by  the  Emprefs  Anne, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  war  department ;  he  obtained  the  command  of  the  army 
againft  the  Turks,  and  proveti  his  military  talents  by  his  fucceffes  in  the  campaigns  of 
1737  and  1738. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  Emprefs,  he  advifed,  planned,  and  executed  the  arreft  of 
Biren,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  regent  Anne  with  the  office  of  prime  miniller.  But  as 
he  vi'as  difcontented  at  not  being  appointed  generaliffimo,  and  as  his  power  and  am- 
bition gave  umbrage  to  the  court,  he  requefted  permiffion  to  refign  his  employments, 
and  was  aftoniihed  at  the  readinefs  with  which  his  requeft  was  granted.  Inftead  of  re- 
pairing to  the  Pruffian  court,  to  which  he  was  fti-ongly  invited,  he  imprudently  remained 
in  Ruffia,  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  being  re-inftated  in  his  former  dignity, 
•and  was  arrefted  on  the  6th  of  December  1741,  by  order  of  Elizabeth.  The^oftenfible 
reafon  of  his  difgrace  was,  that  he  had  perfuaded  the  Emprefs  Anne  to  nominate  Ivan 
her  fucceflbr ;  but  the  real  caufe,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  perfon  of  veracity,  who  re- 
ceived it  from  Count  Munic  himfelf.  was  that,  by  order  of  that  Emprefs,  he  had  takea 
into  cuRody  one  of  Elizabeth's  favourites.  _  — 

iVIunic  was  brought  before  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ftate  prifoners. 
Being  fatigued  with  repeated  queftions,  and  perceiving  the  determination  of  his  judges 
to  find  him  guilty,  he  laid  to  them,  "  Didate  the  anfwers  which  you  wilh  me  to  make, 
and  I  will  fign  them."  The  judges  immediately  wrote  down  a  confeffion  of  feveral 
charges,  which  being  fubfcribed  by  Munic,  his  mock  trial  was  concluded.  Being  thus 
convifted  of  high  trcafon,  he  was  condemned  to  be  quartered,  but  his  fentence  was 
changed  by  Elizabeth  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  For  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  he 
was  confined  atPelim  in  Siberia,  in  an  oftrog,or  prifon,  of  which,  according  to  Manftein,, 

*  I  have  chiefly  estrafted  this  account  from  the  Life  of  Count  Munic,  by  Bufching,  who  was  intimately- 
acquainted  with  hin^  ;  I  have  been  enabled  to  add  a  few  anecdotes,  which  I  obtained  from  unquellionable 
authority.     See  Lebens  Gefchichte  Burchard  Chnftophs  von  Mutnich.     In  Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  III.  p.  3S9. 
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he  had  hj'mfelf  drawn  the  plan  for  the  reception  of  Biren.  It  was  an  area  enclofed  with 
high  palifadoes,  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  feet  fquare,  within  which  was  a  wooden 
houfe,  inhabited  by  himfelf,his  wife,  and  a  few  fervants,  and  a  fmall  garden,  which  he  cul- 
tivated with  his  own  hands.  He  received  a  daily  allowance  of  i  as.  for  the  maintenance 
of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  domeflics ;  which  little  pittance  he  increafed  by  keeping  cows, 
and  felling  part  of  their  milk,  and  by  occafionaliy  inflrufling  youth  in  geometry  and 
engineering.  He  behaved,  during  his  long  confinement  with  the  utmoft  refignation, 
tranquillity,  and  even  cheerfulneis.  He  was  accuflomed  everyday  at  dinner  to  drink 
to  his  wife, "  a  happy  return  to  Pcterfburgh."  He  had  prayers  twice  a  day,  from  eleven 
to  twelve  in  the  morning,  and  from  fix  to  feven  in  the  evening  ;  they  were  read  in  the 
German  tongue  by  his  chaplain  Martens,  who  dying  in  1749,  the  Count  himfelf  after- 
wards performed  the  fervice.  Befide  the  culture  of  his  garden,  and  the  hours  he  paffed 
in  giving  inllrudion,  he  found  fufficient  leifure  for  compofing  hymns ;  for  tranflating 
feveral  pfalms  and  prayers  into  German  verfe ;  and  for  writing  a  ti'eatife  on  the  art  of 
war,  which  he  propofed,  if  releafed  from  his  confinement,  to  prefent  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia.  In  the  lalt  year  of  his  Imprifonment,  a  centinel  informing  againfl  Munic's  fer- 
vants for  fupplying  him  with  pens  and  paper,  the  Count,  in  order  to  prevent  difcovery, 
■was  obliged  to  dellroy  all  his  writings,  the  amufements  and  labour  of  fo  many  folitary 
years. 

He  had  always  fupported  himfelf  with  the  expeftation  of  recovering  his  liberty  at  the 
acceffion  of  Peter  the  Third ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  informed  of  that  event,  than,  with 
the  agitation  natural  to  a  perfon  in  his  (late,  he  began  to  dread  that  his  expeftation  was 
ill  founded.  He  fuffered,  during  feveral  weeks,  the  moft  alarming  anxiety,  perpetually 
iludtuated  between  hope  and  fear,  and  often  declared  that  thefe  few  weeks  appeared  to 
him  much  longer  than  all  the  former  years  of  his  confinement.  At  length,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 1 th  of  February  1762,  the  long-expefted  meflenger  arrived  from  Pe- 
terfburgh  with  the  order  for  his  releafe.  Munic,  who  happened  to  be  engaged  in  his 
prayers,  did  not  perceive  him,  and  his  wife  made  figns  to  the  mefiTenger  not  to  difturb 
her  hufband.  Being  informed  of  his  recall,  he  was  fo  affefted  as  to  faint  away  ;  but 
foon  recovering,  he  fell  down  upon  his  knees,  and,  in  the  moft  fervent  manner,  oiTered 
up  his  thanks  for  this  change  in  his  fituation.  On  the  19th  he  departed  from  Pelim, 
and  on  the  24th  of  March  arrived  at  Peterlburgh,  in  the  fame  flieepfkin  drefs  which  he 
had  worn  in  his  prifon.  On  the  31ft  he  was  admitted  to  an  audience  by  the  Empe- 
ror*: Peter,  after  hanging  round  his  neck  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  reltoring  him  to 
his  antient  rank,  faid  to  him,  "  I  hope  that  your  advanced  age  will  ftill  permit  you  to 
ferve  me." — "  Since  Your  Majefty,"  replied  the  Count  at  the  conclufion  of  a  long 
fpeech,  "  has  raifed  me  from  darknefs  into  light,  and  recalled  me  from  Siberia  to  prof- 

*  An  account  of  liIs  firfl  appearance  at  court  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Keith  to  the  Earl  of  Bute, 
dated  April  7/13,  1762. 

"  Marrtial  Muiiic  was  prefented  to  the  Emperor  laft  Sunday  morning,  and  in  the  evening  the  Duke  of 
Courland  and  he  appeared  togetlier  at  court  with  their  ribbands,  and  were  both  treated  by  His  Imperial 
Maje(ly*lth  great  marks  of  dlflinftion.  It  was  really  an  afFeCling  fcene  to  fee  tliofe  two  refpeftable  per- 
fons,  after  having  furvlved  fo  long  a  courfe  of  misfortunes,  appear  again,  at  their  age,  at  a  court  where 
they  had  formerly  made  fo  great  a  figure,  and  to  fee  them,  that  being  ihtir  Hrft  interview,  converfe  together 
with  great  civility,  and  without  any  appearance  of  that  animofity  and  jealoufy,  which  had  drawn  all  their 
unhappinefs  upon  them.  The  Duke  of  Courland's  two  fens  are  both  made  major  generals,  and  Count 
Munic  is  declared  firft  veldt  marftial.  Prince  George  of  Holftein  having,  in  a  very  handfome  manner,  quitted 
t\it  pas  to  him.  The  Emperor,  to  compliment  lu'm,  gave  for  the  parole  that  evening.  Five  le premier  vehit 
tr.arfljalde  RvJJic.  Tlie  Duke  of  Courland  is  in  the  feventy-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  Count  Munic  in  the 
fevei^ty- ninth  of  his. 

trate 


ypS  COXn's    TRAVELS    IN    RUSSIA. 

trate  myfelf  before  your  throne,  I  (hall  always  be  mod  willing  to  expofe  my  life  in  your 
fervice.  Neither  a  long-  banifhment  from  the  throne  of  Majefty,  nor  the  climate  of  Si- 
beria, have  been  able  to  damp,  in  the  fmalielt  degree,  that  fire  which  formerly  {hone 
with  fuch  luflre  for  the  intereds  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and  the  glory  of  its  fovereign." 
Munic  cnioyed  the  favour  and  proteftion  of  Pet.r  and  Catharine,  and  died  on  the 
1 6th  of  Oftober,  1767,  in  the  eighty-fiuh  year  of  his  age. 

Chap.  XV. — Impojlors  who  ajfiimed  the  Name  of  Peter  the  Third,  particularly  Fugatchef. 
— H'n  Origin  and  H'l/lory.  State  of  the  RuJJtan  Sectaries,  and  the  Mutiny  nf  the  Co/fjcs 
of  Tait/i  favour  hts  Rebellion. — He  afj'umes  the  Chara£lcr  of  Peter  the  Third  —  Colled's 
an  irregular  army.— His  Progrefs- — Barbarity.  — Weaknefs  and  lll-condu6l.— Repeated 
Defeats,  and  Efcapes,  fubfequcnt  Appearance. — Finahy  routed.  —Betrayed  by  his  Adher- 
ents. —Executed  at  Mofcow. 

ALTHOUGH  the  body  of  Peter  III.  was  expofed  to  public  view  in  the  convent  of 
Alexander  Nevfld  ;  yet  feveral  impoltors  tlarted  up  in  the  diftant  re^^ions  of  the  Ruf- 
fian  empire,  and  paflfed  for  that  nonarch. 

The  firft  was  a  ftioe-maker  oi  Voronetz,  who  appeared  under  the  name  of  Peter,  a 
few  years  before  the  rebellion  of  Pugatchtf ;  bui  he  was  foon  taken  and  executed. 

The  fecond  was  a  deferter  from  the  re:;iment  of  Orlof :  hi-  name  was  Tchernichef, 
and  he  rofe  in  1770,  in  the  fmall  village  of  Kopenka  on  the  frontiers  of  Crim  Tartary, 
as  a  corps  of  troops  was  marching  through  that  place.  Some  diflfenting  prieds,  having 
fuborned  a  number  of  followers,  raifed  hun  upon  the  altar  of  the  church,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  acknowledge  him  ;  but  the  colonel  of  tne  regiment  repairing  to  the  churck 
at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  guard,  took  hun  from  the  altar,  and  led  him  to  immediate 
execution. 

A  third  was  a  peafant  belonging  to  the  Vorontzof  family,  who  deferting  from  his 
village,  engaged  as  a  common  Coflac  among  thofe  who  are  fettled  upon  the  Volga  at 
Dubofka.  A  body  of  thefe  Coffacs  marching  in  the  fpring  of  1772,  from  Tzaritzin  to 
join  the  Ruffian  army,  he  affembled  them  in  a  fmall  pofthoufe  fituated  in  the  lonely 
defert  between  the  Don  and  the  Volga,  and  declared  himlelf  Peter  the  Third*  Having 
perfuaded  them  to  falute  him  Emperor,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  appointed 
feveral  officers  of  date.  A  few  hours  after  this  tranfaition,  the  commander  of  the  troop 
unexpectedly  arriving,  confounded  the  foldiers  by  his  prefence,  feized  the  impoftor  by 
the  hair,  and  with  the  affi:tance  of  the  alloniffied  Coffiics,  bound  and  conJuft^d  him  a 
prifoner  to  Tzaritzin.  During  his  trial  the  inhabitants,  excited  by  falfe  reports  of  his 
followers,  rofe  in  his  favour,  and  were  not  without  great  difficuhy  difpcrfed  by  the 
commander  Colonel  Zipletof.  The  impoftor  being  conveyed  to  an  ifland  of  the  Volga, 
was  knooted  to  death. 

About  the  fjme  time  a  malefactor,  who  had  been  tranfported  to  Irkutfk,  made  a 
fimilar  attempt,  and  even  gained  over  an  officer  who  had  a  penllon  from  the  -rown  ; 
but  his  fecret  being  diftovered,  he  was  alfo  put  to  death. 

Yemelka  Pugatchef  narrowly  efcaped  the  fiime  fate  at  his  firft  appearance.  This  ex- 
traordinary man,  fon  of  the  Colfac  Ivaa  Pugatchef,  was  born  at  Sinioveifk,  a  village  on 
the  Don.  He  was  a  common  Cc'lTac  in  the  war  againd  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  ferved 
likewife  during  the  campaign  of  1769  againd  the  Turks.  He  wis  at  the  fiege  of  Ben- 
der; and  on  the  furrender  of  the  town,  demanded  his  difmiffion,  which  being  refufed, 
he  deferted  and  fled  into  Poland  :  he  was  there  concealed  by  fome  hermits  of  the  Greek 

6  religion. 
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religion,  and  afterwards  fupported  himfelf  by  begging  alms  in  the  town  of  Dubranka. 
From  thence  he  repaired  to  the  colonies  in  Liule  Riiflia,  and  continued  among  the  fee- 
taries,  who  are  there  eflabliflied  in  great  numbers  ;  but  apprehenfive  of  difcovery,  lie 
went  to  the  principal  fettlenient  of  theCoffacs  of  the  river  Yaik*,  and  perfuaded  fcveral 
to  accompany  him  to  Kuban.  Being  arrefted  at  Malekofka  for  treafonable  convcrfation, 
he  was  fent  ^or  trial  to  Cafan  ;  where  the  indolence  of  the  goveror,  and  the  delays  in 
bringing  him  to  jufticc,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  efcaping  with  a  prieft,  who  privately 
furniflied  him  with  tnoney  for  intoxicating  the  centinels.  He  then  went  down  theVcjl. 
ga,  and  up  the  river  Irghis  into  the  defert;  and  not  long  afterwards  appeared  under  the 
charader  of  Peter,  at  the  head  of  numerous  infurgents.  The  peculiar  circuniflances 
which  ferved  to  favour  his  enterprize  were  derived  from  the  rchgious  prejudices  ot  the 
Ruffian  diffenters,  and  the  mutiny  of  the  Cofiacs  of  the  Yaik. 

The  Ruffian  diifenters,  called  by  the  eftablifhed  church  RoJI:ohuki  or  feparatifls,  dif- 
tinguifli  themfelves  by  the  name  of  Starovcrjkl,  or  old  believers.  Thefe  ieclaries  have 
been  frequently  perfecuted,  particularly  under  Peter  I.  who  compelled  them  to  pay 
double  taxes,  and  wear  a  badge  of  diRinftion.  Perfecution,  however,  only  tended  to 
increafe  their  numbers  ;  and  tney  are  flill  numerous  in  Siberia,  and  among  the  Coffacs 
in  the  government  of  Orenburgh,  where  the  rebellion  of  Pugatchef  full  broke  out. 
They  confider  the  fervice  of  the  eitabliflied  church  as  profane  and  facrilegious  ;  they 
have  their  own  priefts  and  ceremonies  ;  and  Pugatchef  artfully  availed  himfelf  of  their 
religious  opinions,  which  he  profefled  to  efpoufe  and  proteft. 

The  mutiny  of  a  large  body  of  Coffacs  opei'ated  no  lefs  in  favour  of  Pugatchef.  The 
Coflacs  of  the  Yaik,  defcended  from  thofe  of  the  Don,  are  a  valiant  race,  enthufiafls 
for  the  antient  ritual,  and  prizing  their  beards  almod  equal  to  their  lives  ;  they  are  rich 
from  their  confiderable  fiflieries  of  fturgeons  ;  they  have  alfo  acquired  a  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence by  being  fituated  in  a  defert  between  the  Calmucs  and  the  Kirghefe,  who  are 
continually  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  often  with  the  Coffacs- themfelves.  During 
the  war  with  the  Turks  in  1771,  fome  recruits  were  required  of  thefe  Coffacs  for  a  corps 
of  huffars  ;  their  beards  were  ordered  to  be  fhaven ;  and  as  they  oppofed  this  infringe- 
ment of  their  liberties,  Major-General  Traubenbcrg,  a  Livonian  officer,  who  was  fent  at 
the  head  of  a  few  foldiers  to  YaitiTv  to  quell  the  tumult,  impruuenily  commanded  the 
recruits  to  be  pubhcly  ftiaven  in  the  midlt  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants,  irritated  by 
this  wanton  infult,  rofe  in  arms,  wounded  feveral  officers,  maffacred  the  general  and  the 
chief  of  the  Coffacs,  and  broke  into  open  rebellion.  In  fpring.  General  Freyman  forced 
Yaitfk,  captured  feveral  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  garrifoned  part  of  his  troops  in 
the  town.  Many  of  the  rebels  made  their  efcape,  and  retiring  into  the  defert,  chiefly 
reforted  to  the  marfhy  grounds  about  the  lake  Kamyfh-Samara,  where  they  derived  a 
fubfiftence  from  fiffiing,  and  fhooting  wild  boars,  and  were  fupplied  by  their  relations 
with  bread  and  provifions.  By  thefe  means  this  defperate  troop  fupported  themfelves 
during  thefpace  of  two  years,  until  Pugatchef  made  his  appearance  among  them. 

On  his  efcape  from  prifon,  Pugatchef  went  fecretly  to  Yaitfl.;  about  the  middle  of 
Auguft,  1773  ;  where  he  gained  over  a  number  of  followers  among  the  people,  who 
were  enraged  againft  the  garrifon,  and  had  fhewn  a  flrong  difpofition  to  revolt,  when  a 
report  was  circulated  that  a  new  Emperor  was  coming  amongft  them  ;  a  report  proba- 
bly occafioncd  by  the  firft  appearance  of  Pugatchef  in  thefe  parts.  Obtaining,  at  Yaitfk, 
intelligence  of  the  late  mutiny,  he  followed  the  deferters  ;    and  having,  in  Odlober, 

*   In  Older  to  extinguifh  all  remembrarce  of  this  rebellion,  the  river  Yaik  is  now  called  Ural,  Yait/k, 
Urallk,  and  the  Coffacs  of  the  Yaik,  the  Uralian  Coffacj. 

found 
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found  a  large  body  employed  in  fifhing,  informed  them  that  he  was  the  Emperor,  and 
had  made  his  efcape  from  prifon,  where  perfons  were  fuborned  to  affaffinate  him;  he 
added  that  the  rumour  of  his  death  was  only  a  fiftion  invented  by  the  court,  and  that 
he  now  threw  himfelf  under  their  protection. 

Pugatchef  did  not  bear  the  fmalleft  refemblance  to  Peter ;  but  founded  his  hopes  of 
gaining  belief  on  the  diftance  from  the  capital,  on  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  on  their 
actual  infurredtion,  and  above  all,  on  their  attachment  to  their  religious  prejudices.  Few 
arguments  being  neceflary  to  win  over  thefe  Coflacs,  already  in  a  (late  of  rebellion,  they 
unanimoufly  faluted  him  Emperor,  and  offered  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  his  defence. 
"With  thefe,  and  other  bodies  of  Coffacs,  whom  he  found  equally  inclined  to  follow  his 
ftandard,  he  made  his  firfl:  expedition  to  the  new  Polifh  colonies  lately  eltablilhed  on  the 
river  Irghis  ;  where  he  gave  no  proof  of  his  fubfequent  barbarity,  defpoiling  the  inhabi- 
tants of  nothing  but  arms  and  horfes.  He  then  prefented  himfelf  before  Yaitlk  ;  and 
after  ineffectually  fummoning  the  governor  to  furrender,  gave  orders  for  an  immediate 
affault.  Being  repulfed  by  the  intrepidity  of  the  garrifon,  he  blockaded  the  place  with 
a  view  of  reducing  it  by  famine ;  but  his  attempt  was  fruftrated  by  the  relblution  of  the 
governor  Rendfdorf,  and  the  incredible  perfeverance  of  the  garrifon,  who  refufed  to  ca- 
pitulate, although  they  were  fo  far  ftreightened  for  want  of  provifions,  as  not  only  to 
eat  their  horfes,  but  even  to  feed  upon  leather.  This  obftinate  refillance  protradted  the 
fiege  until  Yaitfk  was  relieved. 

Pugatchef,  baffled  in  this  enterprize,  was  more  fuccefsful  in  his  future  operations  : 
he  led  his  followers  againfl  the  Coflac  colonies  of  Ilets,  affaulted  and  carried,  without 
cppofition,  the  fortreftes  of  Rafypnaya  and  Ofernaya,  attacked  Tatifcheva,  where  he 
met  with  greater  refiflance ;  but  as  the  fortifications  were  only  of  wood,  he  fet  fire  to 
them,  and  forced  the  place.  A  body  of  troops  lent  againfl  him  from  Orenburg,  under 
Colonel  Bulof,  partly  through  weaknefs,  and  partly  through  mifconduft,  was  over- 
powered. Another  corps,  who  in  order  to  join  the  former,  marched  from  Simbirfk  up 
the  Samara,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tchernichef,  arrived  too  late.  Deceived 
by  parties  of  Pugatchef 's  followers,  they  were  drawn  into  the  defiles  near  Tchernoret- 
chinfk,  and  fo  fuddenly  befet,  that  they  were  incapable  of  making  refiftance.  In  all 
thefe  aftions,  the  officers  who  fell  into  Pugatchef 's  hands,  were  indifcriminately  maf- 
facred  ;  and  the  common  foldiers  were  either  made  prifbners,  or  joined  the  rebels.  His 
army  being  confiderably  augmented  by  thefe  fucceiTes,  he  ventured  to  befiege  Oren- 
burg, where  the  governor  had  not  force  fufficient  to  defend  the  fortifications ;  and  the 
town  would  have  been  inevitably  taken,  had  not  the  garrifon  of  Kraihagorfk  throwa 
themfelves  into  the  place  by  forcing  their  way  through  the  befiegers. 

The  report  of  Pugatchef's  progrefs  being  dilleminated,  the  Bafchkirs,  a  people  un- 
fettled  under  the  Ruiiian  government,  declared  for  the  impolfor,  and  joined  him  in  large 
bodies:  their  example  was  followed  by  many  Ruffian  colonics,  particularly  by  the  pea- 
fants  employed  in  the  mines  and  founderies  of  the  Uralian  mountains  *.  Thefe  forces 
he  either  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Orenburg,  before  which  town  he  fpent  part  of  the 
winter  in  afts  of  wantonnefs,  drunkennefs,  and  cruelry,  or  fent  them  to  colleft  money 
from  the  founderies,  and  to  cafl  copper  guns,  and  balls.  This  winter  he  received  a 
powerful  reinforcement  by  the  junction  of  eleven  thoufand  Cahnuc  horfe  from  the 
neighbourhood  ofStauropol,  who  revolted  and  killed  their  commander,  Brigadier  Veg- 
hezak.  Strengthened  by  thefe  acccfTions,  his  troops  roved  over  the  whole  mountainous 
diftrid  of  Orenburgh,  where  only  the  fmall  town  of  Upha  made  the  leafl  refiftance. 

•  The  Uialian  mountains  abound  in  copper  mines. 
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He  was  even  advancing  to  Catharinenburgh,  where  he  would  have  found  copper  coin 
to  the  value  of  20o,oool. ;  but  a  delay,  occafioned  by  a  falfe  report  that  a  fuperior  force 
was  marching  againfl:  him,  fortunately  afforded  time  to  colled  the  foldiers  ftationed  on 
the  Siberian  frontiers,  and  cover  the  place. 

The  people  were  fo  greatly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  Pugatchef,  that  he  never  wanted 
provifions  or  forage.  Colonel  Michaelfon,  to  whofe  fpirit  and  aftivity  the  defeat  of 
Pugatchef  was  principally  owing,  fuddenly  entering  a  large  village  at  the  head  of  his 
corps,  the  inhabitants  taking  him  for  the  impoftor,  flocked  about  his  ftandard,  and  ex- 
claimed, "  We  have  long  expefted  Your  Majefly's  prefence  as  that  of  a  god  *  !"  The 
Colonel  obferved  before  each  houfe  a  table  fpread  with  bread,  milk,  honey,  and  other 
provifions,  for  the  purpofe  of  regaling  the  followers  of  Pugatchef,  which  were  unwil- 
lingly refigned  to  the  imperial  troops. 

At  firft  Pugatchef  affefted  the  appearance  of  uncommon  fandity :  he  frequently  wore 
the  epifcopal  drefs,  gave  benediftions  to  the  people,  renounced  all  ambitious  views  for 
himfelf,and  expreffed  a  refolution  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  raifed  his  fon  the  Great  Uuke 
to  the  throne,  he  would  again  retire  into  the  monaftery,  in  which  he  had  found  an  afy 
lum.  He  was  alfo  adlive  and  enterprizing,  eager  to  fignalize  his  arms,  and  ready  to 
feize  every  advantage  which  the  fituation  of  the  enemy  prefented;  but  incapable  of  fup- 
porting  with  equanimity  his  rapid  fucceffes,  he  began  to  confider  all  further  diflimula- 
tion  as  unneceflary  ;  and  his  natural  temper  broke  out  into  the  moit  unwarrantable 
exceffes.  He  maflacred,  with  the  moft  favage  barbarity,  all  the  officers  and  nobles  who 
were  brought  before  him;  and  openly  avowing  an  intention  of  exterminating  the  whole 
Ruffian  nobility,  he  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age.  His  condutl  was  as  imprudent  as  it 
was  barbarous.  Though  already  married  to  Sophia,  the  daughter  of  a  Coffac,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  he  efpoufed  a  common  woman  of  Yaitfk,  delayed  his  inarch 
againfl:  the  enemy  for  the  celebration  of  his  nuptials,  and  exhibited  continued  fcenes  of 
intoxication  and  riot. 

He  was  fupported  by  no  perfons  of  rank  or  confequence  ;  but,  to  impofe  upon  his 
army,  fome  of  his  moft  confidential  adherents  afiumed  the  names  of  the  principal 
Ruffian  nobles,  and  wore  the  orders  of  knighthood.  By  a  fignal  to  his  .r.endants,  he 
ordered  all  the  German  officers  who  were  brought  into  his  prefence,  to  ce  mallacred, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  ignorance  of  their  language  from  being  obferved  by  his  fol- 
lowers. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions.  General  Bibikof,  advancing  at  the  head  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  army,  detached  his  Major-General,  Prince  Peter  Galitzin,  againfl;  the  rebels, 
who  furpriied  Pugatchef  with  his  whole  force  near  Tatifcheva,  and  worded  him  for  the 
firft  timet.  He  was  clofely  purfued  and  overtaken  by  Prince  Galitzin  near  Kargula, 
upon  the  river  Sakmara,  about  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles  from  Orenburgh  ;  he  was 
completely  routed,  his  troops  were  difperfed,  and  he  himfelf,  with  a  few  followers, 
narrowly  efcaped  into  the  Uralian  mountains.  Notwithftanding  tlis  d;fcomfiture,  he 
coUefted  his  fcattered  men,  and  foon  re-appeared  with  a  formidable  force  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  mountains.  He  carried  feveral  fmall  fortreffes,  and  burnt  Troitzk ;  but 
being  attacked  by  Lieutenant-General  de  Colm,  was  obliged  to  retreat  a  fecond  time 
into  the  mountains. 

*  This  anecdote  1  had  from  Colonel  Michaelfon  himfelf.  j    r-  t 

+  This  fiilt  defeat  of  Pugatchef  himftit  in  perfon  happened  on  the  23d  of  March,  but  on  the  22d,  Colo- 
nel Michaelfon,  with  only  one  thouf.md  troops  and  fix  cannon,  had  routed  his  general,  who  called  hnnltU 
Colonel  Tchernithef,  at  the  head  of  fixtecn  thoufand  men,  and  took  forty-two  cannon  and  eight  mortara. 
Pugatchef  offered  a  reward  of  100,000  roubles  for  the  head  of  Colonel  Michaelfon. 
VOL.  VI.  5  K  Rendered 
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Rendered  defperate  by  thefe  repeated  defeats,  and  defirous  of  again  lignalizlng  his 
arms  by  fome  brilliant  exploit,  he  fuddenly  directed  his  march  towards  Cafan,  com- 
mittinq  in  his  progrefs  the  mofl;  dreadful  devaftations.  Having  burnt  the  fuburbs,  he 
laid  fiege  to  the  citadel,  whither  Major-General  Paul  Potemkin  the  Governor,  and  all 
his  attendants,  had  retired.  Forced  to  raife  the  liege,  by  the  approach  of  Colonel 
Michaelfon,  at  the  head  of  only  twelve  hundred  troops,  he  was  routed  near  Cafan, 
after  feveral  obftinate  engagements,  which  continued  with  little  interruption  during 
three  days.  In  thefe  engagements  fix  thoufand  were  taken  prifoners,  and  fo  many- 
killed,  that  the  peafants  employed  fix  days  in  burying  the  dead ;  and  Pugatchef,  ac- 
companied by  only  three  hundred  well-armed  CofTacs  of  Yaitfli,  who  were  the  mofl:  def- 
perate rebels,  fled  acrofs  the  Volga,  But  he  was  afterwards  joined  by  large  bodies  of 
Coflacs  and  Balhkirs  ;  while  ill-armed  peafants  flocked  to  his  ftandard  from  confidera- 
ble  diftances.  In  this  manner  the  impofl:or  feemed  to  gain  Rreiigth  from  his  loflfes ; 
and  derived  fuch  delufive  hopes  from  the  number  of  his  troops,  which  occafionally 
amounted  to  feventy  thoufand  men,  that  he  even  formed  the  refolution  of  proceeding  to 
Mofcow,  where  one  of  his  emiflaries  had  railed  a  fpirit  of  fedition  among  the  common 
people.  But  appreheniive,  lefl:,  as  peace  was  concluded  with  the  Turks,  part  of  the 
army  on  the  Danube  might  be  employed  againft  him,  he  changed  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 

He  marched  down  the  Volga,  routed  at  Dubofka  a  party  under  the  command  of 
Barnn  Dies,  ftormed  Penfa  and  Saratof,  where  the  Governor  efcaped  only  with  fifty 
foldiers,  obtained  polTeilion  of  Demitreflk  by  treachery,  and  executed  the  commander. 
Near  that  fortrefs,  the  aitronomer  Lowitz,  who  was  employed  in  levelling  the  projected 
canal  between  the  Don  and  Volga,  was  murdered  in  a  moft  inhuman  manner.  In  this 
inftance,  infult  was  added  to  cruelty  ;  being  informed  that  he  was  an  aftronomer,  Pu- 
gatchef wantonly  ordered  him  to  be  transfixed  upon  pikes,  and  raifed  in  the  air,  that  he 
might  be  nearer  the  fl;ars  ;  and  in  that  fituation  ordered  him  to  be  maflfacred. 

But  the  enormities  of  this  monfter  were  foon  clofed  by  a  fate  which  he  had  long  de- 
ferved.  Ihe  court,  no  longer  embarrafled  with  a  Turkifh  war,  was  able  to  turn  its 
whole  attention  towards  crufliing  this  diltant  rebellion ;  and  Count  Peter  Panin,  who 
had  diflinguiflied  himfelf  by  the  capture  of  Bender,  was  fent  againft  the  impoftor. 
Panin,  moving  towards  the  Volga,  detached  feveral  troops  to  the  afTiftance  of  Colonel 
Michaelfon,  who  compelled  Pugatchef  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Tzaritzin,  drove  him  towards 
Tchernoyarlk,  cut  oft"  his  provifions,  and  finally  attacked  him  unawares  as  he  was  march- 
ing with  his  half-ftarved  multitude,  embarrafled  with  a  large  train  of  loaded  carriages 
and  women.  The  rebel  army,  furprized  in  a  defile  between  two  ridges  of  mountains, 
which  run  towards  the  Volga,  was  entirely  routed ;  many  were  cut  to  pieces  ;  more, 
endeavouring  to  efcape,  were  forced  down  the  fteep  precipices  with  their  horfes  and 
carriages,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  furrendered  at  difcretion.  Pugatchef, 
after  many  defperate  efforts  of  valour,  efcaped,  with  a  few  of  his  principal  followers,  by 
fwimming  acrofs  the  Volga,  and  retired  through  the  defert  towards  the  river  Ufem, 
where  he  began  his  expedition.  Here  he  was  gradually  deferted  by  his  followers,  who 
were  worn  out  with  mifery  and  hunger,  and  was  at  laft  betrayed  by  thofe  in  whom  he 
placed  the  greateft  confidence.  Tvogorof,  a  CoflTac  of  Iletz,  and  Tchumakef  and 
Fidulef,  Coflacs  of  Yaitflc,  were  induced  by  the  promife  of  a  pardon  to  betray  him. 
One  of  them  reprefented  to  the  impoftor,  that  furrounded  as  he  was  by  the  enemy,  ha 
could  entertain  no  hopes  of  fafety ;  and  he  advifed  him  to  refign  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  the  Ruffians,  on  condition  of  pardon.  Pugatchef,  enraged  at  this  propofal,  drew  his 
dagger,  and  attempted  to  ftab  the  author  of  fuch  daftardly  advice  j  but  his  companions 
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Inftautly  difarmed,  bound,  and  conduced  him  prlfoner  to  a  corps  of  troops  ported  on 
the  river  Yaik,  under  the  command  of  General  Suvarof  *.     He  was  conveyed  to 

Yaitfli, 

*  This  was  the  celebrated  General,  who  has  fince  been  fo  juftly  diftingiiinied  for  his  military  exploits. 

Alexander  Vaflilievilch  Suvarof,  defcended  from  a  Swedifh  family  ennobled  in  RiifTia,  was  born  in  1750, 
and  at  the  age  of  twelve  eniolled  in  the  Ruffian  army.  He  made  liis  fiift  campaign  againft  the  rrufliaiis 
in  3759;  became  brigadier  in  1768,  and  firft  diftinguidied  himfelf  as  a  general  againll  the  confederates  in 
Poland,  in  177 1,  when  he  obtained  theorder  of  St.  Alexander  Nev/lci  for  his  military  fervlces. 

He  afterwards  fignalized  himfelf  on  various  occafions,  too  numerous  to  be  repeated,  and  clofcd  his 
military  career  by  his  aftonifliing  campaign  againfl  the  French  in  Italy,  and  his  no  lefs  allonifliiiig  retreat 
over  the  Alps  of  Switzerland. 

Several  accounts  of  his  life  and  charafter  have  been  already  given  to  the  public  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  add  fome  authentic  anecdotes  of  his  difgrace  and  death. 

After  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Zuric,  Suvarof  was  fcizedwith  a  dangerous  illnefs,  probably  occafioned 
by  the  violent  fatigue  he  had  undergone  in  his  pafliige  thraugh  Switzerland  The  news  of  his  indifpofition 
had  no  fooner  reached  Peterlhurgh,  than  a  phyfician  (Dr.  Vifchart)  was  difpatched  to  attend  him  ;  orders 
for  his  return  were  at  the  fame  time  forwarded  ;  and  it  was  fignified  to  him,  that  apartments  were  prepared 
in  the  palace  for  his  reception,  and  that  he  was  to  receive  the  fame  honours  as  the  imperial  family. 

Suvarof,  fufpeftingthe  intention  of  the  Emperor  to  fecede  from  the  alliance,  pleaded  ill-health  to  remain 
at  his  pofl,  and  reprefentcd,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  ncceffity  of  an  immediate  re-inforcement.  Tliefe  repre- 
fentations  ill  accorded  with  the  views  of  Paul,  who  had  conceived  a  violent  difguft  againft  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  Orders  being  again  difpatched  to  Suvarof  to  return,  he  repeated  his  remonftrances ;  but  at  length 
commenced  his  march,  moving  by  flow  ftages,  and  fixed  his  winter  quarters  in  Bohemia.  At  lall  a  courier 
from  St.  Peterfburgh  arrived  with  pofitive  commands  to  return  to  Rudia  without  delay  ;  and  acquainted 
him.  In  terms  flrongly  marking  the  high  difpleafure  of  the  fovereign,  that  the  apartments  dellined  for  him 
in  the  palace  were  already  difpoled  of,  and  that  his  prefence  was  not  necelTary  in  the  capital. 

From  this  moment  his  intellefts  were  fenfibly  affeCled.  Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  his  phyfician,  he 
perfifled  in  travelling  inceflantly  ;  and  on  the  days  in  which  his  fever  intermitted,  underwent  fuch  fatigue 
as  thofe  in  health  could  not  bear  without  inconvenience. 

At  length  reaching  Peterfl>urgh,  he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  fmall  houfe  lituated  in  an  obfcure 
quarter  of  the  town,  and  belonging  to  a  diftant  relation,  of  the  name  of  Quaftof.  On  the  night  of  liis 
arrival,  according  to  the  information  of  a  perfon  who  faw  him,  his  appearance  was  humiliating  and  af- 
feftihg  ;  he  was  wan  and  emaciated,  more  refembling  a  corpfe  than  an  animated  being  ;  his  intellcds  were 
difordeied,  but  his  underftanding  returned  at  intervals,  and  he  occafionally  recoUeded,  and  fpoke  affec- 
tionately to  many  of  thoie  who  were  prefent. 

The  medicines  which  were  adminiftered,  and  the  repofe  which  he  enjoyed  after  his  fatiguing  journey, 
reflored  his  faculties,  and  he  gave  a  proof  of  the  fmgularity  of  his  difpofnion,  and  the  independence  of  his 
fpirit,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  received  a  meffage  from  the  Emperor  Paul  who  two  days  after  his  arrival* 
fent  his  favourite  and  prime-minifter.  Count  Rallofsin,  (who  had  been  formerly  a  fubaltern  in  his  regi- 
ment) to  inquire  after  his  health.  ,  He  affefted  to  difbelieve  that  Raftofsin  was  prime-miuUler,  becaufe  lie 
appeared  in  the  new  military  cotlume,  and  when  his  qualit)  was  repeatedly  declared,  at  length  pretended 
to  apologize,  and  faid  he  had  miftaken  him  from  his  jack-boots  for  an  officer  of  the  poh'ce.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  converfation,  he  luddenly  apollrophifed  the  rainifter  by  his  chviftlan  name,  and  faid.  furcly 
you  were  an  under  ofHccr  in  my  regiment.  Raftofsin  replying  in  the  affirmative,  Suvarof  exclaimed, 
"  happy  Ruffia  !  whofe  minifters  are  drawn  from  every  flation.  In  otlicr  countries,  indeed,  the  employ- 
ments of  ftate  are  filled  by  thofe  who  have  been  bred  up  in  the  details  of  office,  and  grown  grey  in  the  fer- 
vicc!     But  Ruffia  is  above  thefe  antiquated  prejudices!" 

A  perfon  who  vlliled  him  two  days  before  bis  death,  found  him  totally  childl/li  ;  be  amufed  himfelf 
with  giving  away  eftates  which  he  did  not  pofTefs,  as  well  as  in  making  Imaginary  gifts  of  Perfian  horfes, 
and  rich  furs,  which  thofe  to  whom  he  dlllributed  his  largeffes  pretended  to  receive  with  great  acknow- 
ledgments of  his  liberality.  .■•■. 

In  this  melancholy  ftate,  he  continued  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  i8th  of  May. 
His  body  was  laid  In  ftate  In  the  houfe  where  he  died,  and  the  room  was  fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  admit  fuf- 
ficient  fpace  for  the  canopy,  and  for  the  numerous  cufhions  on  which  his  different  oideis  of  knighthood 
were  placed.  All  ranks  of  people  crowded  to  vifit  his  remains,  and  the  enthnfiaftic  attachment  of  the 
Ruffians  to  their  general  was  as  great  at  this  period,  as  in  the  midll  of  his  vlttorious  career,  Eotwithftand- 
ing  the  difapprobation  of  the  fovereign. 

The  Indignation  of  the  Emperor,  which  had  been  firft  excited  by  his  bitter  farcafms  againft  the  ndw 
military  fyftem,  and  his  delays  in  marching  back  his  troops,  was  increafed  by  his  treatment  oful^ftpfsiji, 
aud  furvived  his  deceafe.     The  funeral  of  Suvarof  comjpjticd  his  fingular  and   unmerited  uifgrace  ;  after 
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Yaitflc,  and  delivered  to  Count  Panin  at  Simbirfk,  who  fent  him,  with  his  principal 
affociates  to  Mofcow  ;  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  November  1774.  On  his  ex- 
amination, he  acknowledged  all  the  circumilances  of  his  impofture,  and  was  publicly 
beheaded  in  the  city  of  Mofcow,  on  the  2 id  oi  January.  His  body  was  then  quartered, 
and  expofed  in  different  places. 

Nothing  can  place  the  humanity  of  the  Emprefs  in  a  ftronger  light,  than  that,  at  the 
conclufion  of  a  rebellion  which  almoft  fliook  her  throne,  the  impoftor  Pugatchef  was 
not  put  to  the  torture  *  j  and  that  only  he  and  four  of  his  principal  confederates  fuf- 
fered  death. 


Chap.  XVI. — D'fcrlpt'wii  of  the  Knoot. — Penal  Laws  of  Rujia. — Abolition  of  capital 
Punifloments  by  the  Edid  of  Elizabeth. — Remarks  on  that  Edid. — Abolition  of  Torture 
by  the  prefent  Emprefs. — Her  Majefy's  Anfivers  to  the  Authors  Oiuries  on  Prifons. — 
Outlines  of  the  new  Regulations. — Their  Excellence  and  beneficial  Tendency. 

ONE  morning,  as  I  ftrolled  through  the  ftreets  of  Peterlburgh,  near  the  market- 
place, I  obferved  a  large  crowd  of  people,  and  on  inquiring  the  caufe  of  this  concourfe 
was  informed,  that  the  multitude  was  afiembled  to  fee  a  felon,  who  had  been  convifled 
of  murder,  receive  the  knoot.  Although  I  naturally  (huddered  at  the  idea  of  being  a 
fpedator  of  the  agonies  of  a  fellow-creaJure,  yet  curiofity  overcame  my  feelings.  I  pe- 
netrated through  the  crowd,  and  afcended  the  roof  of  a  wooden  houfe  ;  from  whence  I 
had  a  dillind  view  of  the  dreadful  operation.  The  executioner  held  in  his  hand  the 
knoot  "t :  this  hiftrument  is  a  hard  thong,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  crown-piece,  and 
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having  been  honoured  by  every  diftinftion  a  fovereign  could  beftow,  after  heing  prayed  for  in  the  chapel 
of  the  court,  together  with  the  imperial  family,  after  being  made  a  prince  of  the  empire,  and  generaliffimo 
of  all  the  forces,  a  rank  equal  to  that  poflefled  by  the  Emperor  liimfelf,  and  after  having  condufled  a 
brilliant  and  viftorious  campaign,  he  was  buried  without  common  military  honours.  A  few  foldieis  from 
a  marching  regiment  attended  the  proceflion  inftead  of  the  battalions  of  guards,  no  artillery  was  allowed 
excepting  fome  fmall  pieces  of  cannon,  which  feemed  to  burlefque  inftead  of  adding  dignity  to  the  ceremony, 
and  even  the  caparifoned  horfe  was  forbidden  to  be  led.  The  populace  felt  and  difplayed  their  indignation 
at  this  infiilting  and  ftudied  difiefpeft  :  but  the  vigilance  of  the  police  obliged  them  to  murmur  in  fecret ; 
and  in  a  fhort  time  all  feemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  excepting  by  thofe  who  were  able  to  appreciate  the 
merit  of  ^uvarof. 

The  refentment  of  the  Emperor  did  not  confine  itfelf  to  the  remains  of  the  deceafed  hero,  but  extended 
to  his  family.  His  fon,  who,  in  confideration  of  his  father's  fervices,  had  been  fuddenly  raifed  to  the  rank 
of  major-general,  was  totally  deprived  of  his  military  character,  and  reduced  to  the  poll  of  chamberlain, 
■which  he  held  before  his  elevation,  and  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Courland  was 
broken  off,  by  the  interference  of  the  court. 

It  appears  from  recent  accounts,  that  the  Emperor  Alexander  has  attempted  to  compenfate  for  the  neg- 
left  of  Paul,  by  erefting  the  ftatue  of  Suvarof  in  the  imperial  garden  at  Peterlburgh. 

*  When  I  vifited  the  prifon  of  iViofcow,  1  faw  feveral  horrid  inftruments,  which  had  been  made  to 
torture  Pugatchef,  but  which,  by  the  Emprefs's  pofitive  orders,  were  not  ufed.  L'Evefque,  who  is  feU 
Jom  miftaktn,  is  therefore  wrong,  in  alTerting  that  he  was  racked  to  death.  "  II peril  du  fupplke  de  la 
roue."     Vol  v  p.  143. 

f  The  following  are  the  exa£l  dimenfions  and  weight  of  a  knoot,  which  1  procured  in  Rulfia,  and 
which  is  now  in  my  poffcifion. 

Length  of  the  thong  2  feet ;  breadth  of  the  topf  of  an  inch  ;  at  the  bottom  \. — Thicknefs  '. — Length 
cf  the  platted  whip  2  feet.— Circumference  of  ditto  2|  inches. — Diameter  of  the  ring  i  inch  and  {.— 
Length  of  the  leather  fpring  1  inch  and  \, — Length  of  the  handle  I  foot  a i  Jaches.— Length  of  the  whole 
5  feet  j  inches  and  j.m- Weight  1 1  ouncei. 
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three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  and  tied  to  a  thick  plaited  whip,  which  is  connefted, 
by  means  of  an  iron  ring,  with  a  fniali  piece  of  leather  fadened  to  a  fliort  wooden 
handle. 

The  executioner,  before  every  ftroke,  receded,  and  at  the  fame  time  drew  back  the 
hand  which  held  the  knoot ;  then,  bounding  forwards,  he  ftruck  the  flat  end  of  the  thong 
on  the  naked  back  of  the  criminal  in  a  perpendicular  line,  reaching  fix  or  feven  inches 
from  the  collar  towards  the  waift.  He  began  with  the  right  fhoulder,  and  continued 
his  ftrokes  parallel  to  each  other  quite  to  the  left  fhoulder ;  nor  ceafed  till  he  had  in- 
flifted  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  laflies,  the  number  prefcribed  by  the  fentence. 
At  the  conclufion  of  this  terrible  operation,  the  noftrils  of  the  criminal  were  torn  with 
pincers,  his  face  was  marked  with  a  hot  iron,  and  he  was  re-condu£ted  to  prifon,  in 
order  to  be  tranfported  to  the  mines  of  Nerfhinfk  in  Siberia. 

As  feveral  authors  have  erroneouily  defcribed  the  punifhment  of  the  knoot,  I  have 
been  thus  particular  in  relating  what  fell  under  obfervation ;  and  I  fhall  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  few  remarks  on  the  penal  laws  of  Ruflia, 

By  the  antient  (tatutes,  felons,  as  well  as  traitors,  were  publicly  executed  ;  but  by  an 
edift  of  Elizabeth,  corporal  penalties  were,  except  in  fome  cafes  of  high  treafon,  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  capital  fentences  ;  a  circumltance  peculiar  to  the  Ruflian  code. 

According  to  the  prefent  penal  laws,  offenders  are  puniflied  in  the  following  manner. 
Perfons  convidted  of  high  treafon  are  either  beheaded  or  imprifoned  for  life.  Felons, 
after  receiving  the  knoot,  havine;  their  noflrils  torn  and  their  faces  marked,  are  con- 
demned for  Hfe  to  work  in  the  mines  of  Nerlhinlk.  Petty  offenders  are  either  whipped  *, 
tranfported  into  Siberia  as  colonifts,  or  fentenced  to  hard  labour  for  a  flated  period. 
Among  the  colonifts  are  included  peafants,  who  may  be  arbitrarily  configned  by  their 
mafters  to  banifhment  f. 

All  thefe  perfons  are  tranfported  in  fpring  and  autumn  from  different  parts  of  the 
Rufllan  dominions.  They  travel  partly  by  water  and  partly  by  land,  are  chained  in 
pairs,  and  faftened  to  a  long  rope.  When  the  whole  troop  arrives  at  Tobolfk,  the 
governor  affigns  the  colonifts,  who  are  verfed  in  handicraft  trades,  to  different  mafters 
in  the  town  ;  others  he  difpofes  as  vaffals  in  the  neighbouring  country.  The  remain- 
der of  the  colonifts  proceed  to  Irkutfk,  where  they  are  diftributed  by  the  governor  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  felons  are  then  conveyed  to  the  diflrift  of  Nerftiinfk,  where 
they  are  condemned  to  work  in  the  filver  mines,  or  at  the  different  forges. 

Travellers,  who  vifited  Ruffia  before  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  uniformly  concurred  in 
relating  the  various  modes  of  public  executions,  and  in  reprobating  the  feverity  of  the 
criminal  laws.  But  though  we  may  join  with  every  friend  to  humanity  in  rejoicing  that 
many  of  thefe  dreadful  puniftiments  no  longer  exift  ;  yet  we  cannot  affent  to  the  high 
encomiums  paffed  on  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  penal  code  fiiice  the  edifl  of  Eli- 
zabeth, which  is  fuppofed  to  have  totally  annulled  capital  condemnations. 

From  this  fupprefljon  of  capital  punifliment  in  all  inftances  excepting  treafon,  Eliza- 
beth has  been  reprefented,  not  only  by  the  lively  Voltaire,  but  even  by  the  fagacious 


The  reader  will  judge  of  the  great  force  which  the  fkilful  executioner  can  give  to  this  inftrument, 
when  informed,  that  if  he  receives  a  private  order,  he  can  difpalch  the  criminal  by  ftriking  him  two  or 
three  blows  upon  the  ribs 

»  1  here  are  three  inftruments  for  whippJng  in  Ruflia :  the  knoot,  the  katze,  and  the  plett,  both  0/ 
which  latter  are  a  kind  of  cat-o'-nine  tails. 

-^  Their  mailers  are  empoweied  to  iafliA  this  puoKhmeDt,  only  aiOgning  the  offence. 

Black- 
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Blackftone  *,  as  a  pattern  of  legiflative  clemency.  Though  the  infliction  of  death  for 
offences,  which  ought  not  to  be  capital,  is  too  frequent  in  many  countries;  yet  Eliza- 
beth's modification  of  the  criminal  laws  is  perhaps  no  leis  exceptionable,  in  point  of 
policy  and  expedience,  than  lUufive  in  regard  to  its  fuppofed  lenity. 

For  fliould  we  even  erroneoufly  imagine,  with  fome  authors,  that  the  edifl:  has  been 
literally  obeyed,  and  that,  during  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  not  one  criminal  fufered  death 
throughout  the  vaft  empire  of  Ruflia  ;  furely  this  lenity  to  the  mod  atrocious  crimes 
mud  be  confidered  as  extremely  injurious  to  fociety.  As  a  denunciation  of  death  is, 
to  the  generality  of  mankind,  the  mod  formidable  prevention  of  crimes,  the  removal 

*  Voltaire  thus  exprefTes  himfelf  upon  tliis  edift  "  U Impsratrice  EUzaleth  a  acheve,  par  la  cUmcndf 
Vouvrage  que  [on  pere  commenga  par  les  loix.  Celle  indulgence  a  ele  meme  poujfee  a  un  point,  dont  il  ny  a  point 
d'exempk  dans  I' hi;' aire  d'aucunpcuple.  Elle  a promis,  que  pendant  fon  regne pcrfonne  ne  ferait  puni  de  mart,  Ijf 
a  tenii  fa  promcjfc .  Elle  ejl  la  premiere  fauveraine  qui  ait  ainji  refpetle  la  -vie  des  liommes.  Les  nialfalteurs  out 
etc  condamucs  aux  mines  aux  travaux  publics  :  leurs  cliatimens  font  devenns  utiles  ;i  I'ctat ;  inftitution  non 
nioins  fage  que  humaine.  Partout  ailleurs  on  ne  fait  que  tuer  un  criminel,  avec  appareil,  fans  avoir  jamais 
empeche  les  crimes.  La  terreur  de  la  mort  fait  moins  d'Impreflion  peut-ctre  iurdes  mechants  pour  la  plu- 
pait  faineants,  que  la  crainte  d'un  chatiment  &  d'un  Iravail  peniblc  qui  renaiflcnt  tous  les  jours."  Hift.  dc 
iluflie,  p.  1 20. 

Sir  William  Blackdone  makes  the  following  remark  upon  the  fame  prohibition. 

"  Was  the  vafl  territory  of  all  the  Rufliac  worfe  regulated  under  the  late  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  than  under 
her  more  fangulnary  predecefTors  ?  Is  it  now,  under  Catharine  IL,  lefs  civilized,  lefs  fecial,  lefs  fecure  ? 
And  yet  tue  are  ajfured,  that  neither  of  thefe  illujlrious  Princejfes  have,  throughout  their  luhole  adminij} ration,  in- 
JliSed  the  penally  of  death  ;  and  the  latter  has,  upon  full  perfuafion  of  Its  being  ufclefs,  nay,  even  perni- 
cious, given  orders  for  aboii/ljing  it  entirely  throughout  her  extenfive  dominions."  Commentaries,  vol.  Iv. 
p.  10. 

And  lately  L'Evefque,  "  Les  grands  crimes  ont  commence  adevenir  plus  rares  fous  ce  regne^  oupcrfonnt 
rCa  ete  puni  de  mort.'"      Hift.  de  Ruffie,  torn.  v.  p.  92. 

Voltaire  afligns,  as  the  grounds  of  his  encomuim  on  Elizabeth's  fuppreflion  of  capital  puniniment,  two 
reafons  :  I.  The  permanent  chaftlfement  which  entails  on  the  offender  a  long  continuance  of  hardfliips  and 
inlfery,  has  a  greater  effeft  on  the  multitude,  than  the  fummary  pangs  of  death.  2.  The  prefervation  of 
malefaftors  Is  fubferflent  to  public  emolument,  i .  On  the  firft  reafon  I  firall  briefly  remark,  that  the  horror 
of  diffolutlon  has  been  repeatedly  obferved  in  the  generality  of  mankind  to  preponderate  beyond  any  other 
terrors ;  and  if  we  could  devife  a  punir.iment  more  terrible  than  death,  this  new  punldtment,  in  order  to 
work  Its  effeft  upon  vulgar  minds,  ought  to  be  Inflifted  within  the  reach  of  vulgar  obfervation,  and  not  in 
the  remote  region  of  Siberia.  For  can  we  fuppofe  that  the  lower  clafs  of  mankind,  who  are  governed  by 
their  fenfes,  receive  any  ilrong  impreffion  from  the  cafual  report  of  fufferings  endured  at  a  great  diftance  ? 
2.  Voltaire's  fecond  reafon  for  his  applaufe  of  Elizabeth's  edlcl,  namely,  the  profit  which  the  community 
derives  from  the  labour  of  a  malefaSor  vvhofe  life  Is  fpared,  will  hardly  be  allowed  to  hold  good  in  regard 
to  murderers ;  for  if  capital  punishments  be  really  the  moll  efficacious  prevention  of  crimes,  they  will 
neceffarily  form  a  flrongcr  bulwark  round  the  lives  of  orderly  citizens  than  any  other  penalties.  The  le- 
giflator,  therefore,  who  fubverts  this  fecurity  with  a  view  to  the  emolument  of  the  (late,  a£lually  revives  the 
old  barbarous  cuftom  of  weighing  the  life  of  man  in  a  fcaleagainil  pecuniary  advantage,  with  this  material 
difference,  however,  in  favour  of  that  barbarous  cuftom,  that  the  latter  affigned  the  price  of  blood  to  the 
relations  of  the  perfon  whofe  blood  had  been  (hed,  and  who  had  a  more  immediate  claim,  than  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  on  any  compcnfation  made  by  the  offender. 

Judge  Blackilone  intimates  his  doubts  concerning  the  fuperlor  efficacy  of  capital  punllhments  over  other 
penalties  In  the  ihape  of  a  query.  Was  the  vail  territory,  &c.  Bnt  no  reader  can  perhaps  anfwer  this 
queftion  In  the  negative ;  nor  could  the  fagacious  author  himfelf  anfwer  it  in  the  affirmative.  For  can  it 
be  decifively  determined,  except  by  a  coUedlon  and  comparlfon,  during  a  long  feries  of  years,  of  felonies 
refpcftlvely  committed  under  the  two  different  modes  of  jurlfprudence  ?  and  judge  Blackftonc  does  not  pre- 
tend to  have  formed  his  theory  on  this  ground.  But  after  all,  this  reafoning  fuppofes  a  fadl  which  in  re- 
ality does  not  cxill,  that  no  criminal  has  fuffered  capitally  fince  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth  ;  the  fallacy  of 
which  affertion  is,  I  flatter  myfelf,  abundantly  proved  in  the  text. 

I  entered  Ruffia  fully  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  notion,  that  no  perfons  were  ever  puniflied  with  death. 
I  was  firll  undeceived  by  a  foreign  gentleman,  to  whom  I  addreffed  the  queftion,  Whether  there  were  any 
capital  executions  In  Ruffia  ?  "  Malefadors,  indeed,"  he  returned^  "  are  not  beheaded  or  hanged ;  but 
are  not  unfrequcntly  knooted  to  death,'' 
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of  this  falutary  terror  withdraws  a  material  fafeguard  from  the  lives  and  property  of 
worthy  citizens,  and  diminifhes  that  fecurity  which  they  have  a  right  to  claim  from  the 
protection  of  the  laws. 

The  molt  benevolent  perfon  will  probably  entertain  no  extraordinary  veneration  for 
this  boafted  abolition  of  capital  punilhment,  when  he  reflefts,  that  though  the  criminal 
laws  of  Ruflia  do  not  literally  fentence  malefadlors  to  death,  they  ftillconfign  many  to 
that  doom  through  the  medium  of  punilhments  in  fome  circumftances,  almolt  affuredly, 
if  not  profefledly,  fatal,  which  mock  with  the  hopes  of  life,  but  in  reality  protract  the 
horrors  of  death,  and  embitter  with  delay  an  event  which  reafon  and  humanity  wifh  to 
be  inftantaneous.  For  when  we  confider  that  many  felons  expire  under  the  infliftion, 
or  from  the  confequences  of  the  knoot ;  that  feveral  are  exhaufted  by  the  fatigue  of 
the  long  journey  to  Nerfliinfk  *,  and  that  the  forlorn  remnant  perifh  prematurely  from 
the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  mines,  it  will  be  difficult  to  view  the  doom  of  thefe  unhappy 
outcafls  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  lingering  execution.  In  effeft,  fince  the  pro- 
mulgation  of  the  edift,  a  year  has  never  paffed  in  which  many  atrocious  criminals,  though 
legally  condemned  to  other  penalties,  have  not  fuffered  death.  And  indeed,  upon  a 
general  calculation,  perhaps  it  will  be  found,  that  notwithftanding  the  apparent  mildnefs 
of  the  penal  code,  not  few^er  malefaflors  fufFer  death  in  Ruffia,  than  in  thofe  countries 
wherein  that  mode  of  punilhment  is  jippointed  by  the  laws.  It  is  therefore  evident, 
that  capital  penalties  are  virtually  retained,  although  the  chief  utility  rcfulting  from  the 
terror  of  death  is  confiderably  diminifhed. 

The  panegyrifls  of  Elizabeth  would  have  entertained  fome  doubts  concernino-  her 
boafted  clemency,  had  they  recolletled  that  flie  ftill  retained  a  horrid  piocefs  for  the 
purpofe  of  extorting  confeffion  from  perfons  charged  with  treaibnable  dellgns.  The 
arms  of  the  fufpefted  perfon  being  tied  behind  by  a  rope,  he  was  drawn  up  to  a  con- 
fiderable  height ;  from  whence,  being  fuddenly  precipitated  and  fuddenly  checked,  the 
violence  of  the  concuflion  diflocated  his  fhoulders,  and  in  that  deplorable  fituation  be 
underwent  the  knoot.  To  this  dreadful  engine  of  barbarity  and  defpotifiu,  Elizabeth 
gave  unlimited  fcope :  during  her  whole  reign  it  was  applied  even  at  the  difcretion  of 
inferior  and  ignorant  magiftrates,  and  was  not  aboliflicd  until  the  acceffion  of  Catharine, 
who  has  prohibited  the  ul'e  of  torture. 

Although  the  fovereign  is  abfolute  in  the  moft  unlimited  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  yet  the 
prejudice  of  the  Ruffians  in  regard  to  the  neceffity  of  torture  (and  a  wife  legiflator  will 
always  refpect  popular  prejudices,  however  abfurd,)  was  fo  deeply  rooted  by  immenu)- 
rial  ufage,  that  it  required  great  circumfpeftion  not  to  raife  difcontenls  by  an  immediate 
abolition  of  that  inhuman  pradlice.  Accordingly,  the  cautious  manner  in  which  it  was 
p-radualiy  fupprelTed,  difcovered  as  much  judgment  as  benevolence.  In  1762,  Catha- 
rine took  away  the  power  of  inflicting  torture  from  the  vayvodes,  or  inferior  jultices, 
by  whom  it  had  been  fhamefully  abufed.  In  1767,  a  fecret  order  was  iffiied  to  the 
judges,  that  whenever  they  fliould  think  torture  neceffary  to  force  confeffion,  they 
fhould  lay  the  general  articles  of  tlie  charge  before  the  governor  of  the  province  for  his 
confideration ;  and  all  the  governors  had  received  previous  directions  to  determine  the 
cafe  according  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  third  f  queltion  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
inftructions  for  a  code  of  laws;  wherein  torture  is  proved  to  be  no  lels  ufelels  than 
cruel.     This,  therefore,  was  a  tacit  abolition  of  torture,  which  has  been  fmce  formally 

*   Four  tlioufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  from  Peteritiirgli. 

f  Qucllion  III.  "  La  quejlion  ne  bkjfe-l-clle pas  la  jiijiice,ct  conduit-eie  au  but,  iiz."  See  In(lru£b'ons  de 
Catharine  II.,  &c.  p.  51  to  55. 

and 
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and  publicly  annulled.     The  prohibition  of  this  horrid  fpecies  of  judicature  throughout 
the  Ruffian  empire,  forms  a  memorable  aera  in  the  annals  of  humanity. 

At  Mofcow  and  Peterfburgh  I  vifited  the  prifons,  of  which  I  have  given  an  accouht 
in  a  former  publication*.  In  this  place  I  fhall  only  remark  in  general,  that  the  Em- 
prefs,  informed  of  my  refearches  in  relation  to  prifons,  with  a  condefcenfion  peculiar  to 
her  charafter,  permitted  me  to  deliver  to  Count  Ivan  Tchernichef,  vice-prefident  of  the 
admiralty,  a  lifl  of  queries,  on  fome  of  which  I  received  information,  by  her  orders, 
from  her  belt-informed  governors  t,  and  others  fhe  even  condefcended  to  anfwer  her- 
felf.  Her  anfwers  I  fhall  here  fubjoin,  with  a  full  conviftion,  that  obfervaiions  even 
of  lefs  moment  would  be  rendered  acceptable  by  the  authority  of  fo  diftinguifhcd  a 
character. 


Queries  upon  the  Ruffian  prifons,  deliver* 
ed  to  the  Emprefs. 

1 .  Is  there  any  general  plan  for  the  con- 
Jlrudion  of  prifons,  and  their  interior  dijiri- 

btition  ?  and  are  they  ufually  fituated  in  the 
fuburbs,  and  near  the  rumiing  water? 

2.  What  precautio72s  are  taken,  in  order 
to  keep  the  prifons  clean,  and  to  prevent  epi- 
demical d'lftempers? 


3.  Is  there  a  feparate  infirmary  for  the 
Jick? 

4.  Are  petty  offenders  kept  apart  from  the 
felons,  and  are  the  felons  alfo  feparatedfrom 

each  other? 


5.  Are  the  prifoners  permitted  to  pur- 
chafe  fpirituous  liquors,  and  do  the  jailors  fell 
ihem  ? 


Anfwers  didated  by  the  Emprefs  to  her 
fecretary,  and  fent  to  the  author. 

*'  I.  There  has  been  hitherto  no  gene- 
ral plan  for  the  conftruftion  of  prifons, 
nor  rules  for  their  diftribution  and  litua- 
tion. 

*'  2.  There  is  no  more  regulation  for 
the  cleanlinefs  of  the  prifons,  than  for 
their  conftrudion  and  fituation.  By  an 
abufe  favourable  to  the  prifoners,  they 
are  in  many  places  permitted  to  go  to  the 
baths.  It  is  probable  that  the  cold  alone 
prevents  epidemical  diforders. 


6.  Are  female  criminals  put  in  irons . 


(C 


3.  Not  every  where. 


"  4.  Although  it  is  prefcribed  by  the 
ancient  laws  that  a  felon,  fentenced  to 
death,  (hall  be  kept  in  a  feparate  room, 
called  the  chamber  of  repentance,  never- 
thelefs,  there  are  no  where  chambers  of 
that  defcription. 

"  5.  Every  fpecies  of  food  is  fold  in  the 
prifons,  but  the  jailor  cannot  fell  fpiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  that  for  two  reafons : 
Firft,  becaufe  fpirituous  liquors  can  only 
be  fold  by  thofe  who  farm  the  right  of 
vending  them  from  the  crown.  Second- 
ly, which  is  very  extraordinary,  there  are 
no  jailors  J  to  any  of  the  prifons,  although 
the  laws  make  mention  of  them. 

"  6.  The  laws  are  filent  upon  this 
head.  So  that  whenever  this  cuftom  is 
praSifed,  it  muft  be  reckoned  among  thofe 


*    Account  of  the  priTons  and  hofpitals  in  Riiffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 
■\  I  have  made  afe  of  thefe  pspers  in  the  iitatife  ratntioncd  in  the  latt  note. 
X  The  prifone»s  are  guarded  by  foldiers. 


innumerable 


COXe's    travels   in    RUSSIA.  8cg 

innumerable  abufcs  which  ought  to  be 
abolifhcd*. 

7.  Is  the  fate  of  crhnhiah  condemned  to  "  7.  Criminals  condemned  to  public 
hard  labour  ever  mitigated  in  cafe  of  reform-  labour  are  tranfported  :  for  murder  they 
ation  ?  Do  they  -wear  any  badge  of  infamy,  are  branded  in  the  face  with  a  hot  iron, 
and  is  it  taken  away  upon  good  behaviour?       &c. ;  fonie  arc  chained,  others  have  their 

nollrils  torn,  and,  unlefs  upon  a  general 
or  particular  amncfly,  they  receive  no 
mitigation. 

8.  Are  there  fxed  times  and  places  in  the  "  S.  The  laws  fettled  indeed  certain 
fcveralprovinces  for  the  trial  of  criminals  ?        times  For   this  purpofe  ;  but  as  a  great 

number  of  different  affairs  and  trials  were 
decided  in  the  fame  tribun;il,  the  courts  of 
criminal  juftice  were  very  dilatory  in  their 
proceedings. 

"  See  the  manifcfto  of   1775,  at  the 
head  of  the  Regulations!,  &c." 

"  New  plan  for  the  Ruffian  prifons,  to  be  introduced  into  each  government. 

"  I.  To  divide  the  prifons  into  civil  and  criminal.  2.  The  criminal  prifon  fliall  be 
diftributed  into  three  parts.  The  firft  for  criminals  before  and  during  trial ;  the  fecond 
for  perfons  fentenced  to  confinement  for  a  ftaled  time ;  and  the  third  for  felons  capi- 
tally convifted,  condemned  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  to  the  public  works. 
3.  Each  part  fhall  be  feparate,  one  for  the  men,  the  other  for  the  women.  4.  There 
fhall  be  an  infirmary  for  fick  prifoners.  5.  The  prifon  fhall  be  conflrufted  without 
the  town,  in  an  airy  fituation,  and  near  the  water." 

It  cannot  be  otherwife  than  a  fubjeft  of  pleafmg  refleftion,  that  this  great  Princefs 
thus  condefcends  to  contemplate  and  alleviate  the  fufferings  of  even  the  wretched  vic- 
tims to  public  juff  ice  ;  but  how  much  more  will  our  veneration  be  encreafed,  when  we 
confider  her  as  ereiSting  the  glorious  fuperftrufture  of  national  happinefs  on  the  firm 
bafis  of  equal  legiflation  ? 

The  Emprefs,  at  her  accefTion,  found  the  Ruffian  code  of  laws  a  rude  and  indigefled 
chaos,  and  faw  the  immediate  necelfity  of  reformation.  The  courts  of  juftice  were  re- 
gulated by  the  ftatutes  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch  J,  extremely  defective  both  as  to  order 
and  precifion ;  and  by  the  ukafes  or  imperial  mandates  iifued  by  Peter  and  his  fuc- 

*  The  original  pafTage,  which  is  in  the  Fiench  languaj:;e,  does  not  admit  of  a  literal  tranflatioii : 

"  Les  lo'ix pajjent  Jous  filence  ce  point :  ahijl  ce  que pourroii  fe  fa'irc  a  cet  egardpcut  ctre  compte parmi  I'iiiombrabU 
quanlite  Jcs  alus.  Ces  abus font  pour  la  plupart  autant  Je  c/oux  fju'il  fatil  tircr  Ju  corps po'.iltque  dc  I'eiat  ou  on 
les  trouTe." 

f   Rcglements  de  Sa  Maj.  Imp.  pour  I'adminiflration  dcs  gouvernements,   8'c. 

t  The  earliell  regular  code  of  written  laws  was  formed  in  1542,  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  from  prece- 
dents and  ancient  cuftoms.  The  ftatutes  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  alluded  to  in  the  text,  were  chiefly 
compofed  from  the  above-mentioned  code,  from  the  mandates  (f  the  fovereigns  fubfequent  to  Ivan  Vaflilie- 
vitch  II..  from  the  decifions  of  the  boiars,  who  in  thofe  times  prefided  in  the  high  courts  of  jullice,  and 
from  the  Byzantine  laws  or  edifls  iffned  by  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Conftantinople.  The  new  ftatutes 
compiled  from  thefe  fources,  with  a  few  additions^  being  in  1650  read  in  the  1  zar's  prefcnce,  were  printed, 
and  a  copy  fent  into  each  province. 

See  Statuta  Mofchovitica  in  Herberfteini  Itin,  in  Mofchovlam ;  alfo  Von  Juftiz-Wcfen  in  Haygold's 
Beylagen,  p.  379. 
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ceflbrs,  uncommonly  numerous,  and  in  many  important  points  contradictory  to  each 
other. 

The  vaft  empire  of  Ruflia  was  diftributed  into\  few  extenfive  governments  ;  each 
n-overnment  was  fubdivided  into  provinces,  and  each  province  into  diftricts,  or  circles. 
Over  each  government  was  a  governor,  over  the  provinces  a  wayvode  and  his  officers, 
who  formed  a  chancery  ;  over  the  diitrids  an  inferior  wayvode,  or  juflice  of  peace. 
The  abufes  refuking  from  this  diftribution  are  fufficiently  detailed  in  a  pafl'age,  from  the 
manifello  of  the  Eiriprefs  prefixed  to  the  firll  part  of  the  new  code  *  : 

"  We  find  that  many  governments  are  not  fufficiently  provided  with  tribunals  or  offi- 
cers of  juilice,  in  proportion  to  their  extent  ;  that  not  only  the  affairs  of  the  treafury 
and  police,  but  alfo  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  are  tried  in  the  fame  court  in  which  the 
adminiih-ation  of  the  government  is  carried  on.  Nor  are  the  provinces  and  diltrifts 
lefs  fubjeft  to  fimilar  inconveniencies;  as  the  fole  chancery  of  the  wayvode  is  the  only 
court  which  has  cognizance  of  fo  many  and  fuch  different  affairs.  The  diforders  re- 
fuking from  thefe  circumifances  are  but  too  evident.  On  one  fide  delays,  omiffions, 
and  vexations,  are  the  natural  confequences  of  fo  incongruous  and  defeftive  a  conflitu- 
tion  ;  where  one  bufinefs  impedes  another  ;  and  where  the  impoffibility  of  terminating 
matters  fo  various  in  the  fole  chancery  of  the  wayvode  occafions  procrakination,  negleft 
of  duty,  and  admits  only  a  partial  difpatch  of  bufinefs.  On  the  other  fide,  thefe  delays 
generate  chicanery,  and  encourage  the  commiffion  of  crimes  ;  becaufe  the  punifhment 
does  not  follow  the  tranfgreffion  of  the  laws  with  that  celerity  which  is  neceffiiry  to  re- 
prefs  and  ftrike  terror  into  oftenders  ;  while  endlefs  appeals  from  one  court  to  ano- 
ther are  perpetual  obkruftions  tojukice." 

But  the  greateft  evil  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people  arofe  from  the  enormous  authority 
of  the  inferior  wayvode,  who,  though  ufually  aperfon  of  low  birth,  and  totally  ignorant 
of  the  laws,  yet  could  not  only  impofe  punilhment  for  petty  offences,  but  had  even  the 
power-  of  ordering  the  knoot,  intlifting  torture,  and  tranfporting'to  Siberia.  Hence,  per- 
fons  fufpefted  of  crimes  were  detained  in  prifon  feveral  years  without  being  brought  to* 
a  final  trial,  were  tortured  without  fufficient  proof,  and  frequently  more  than  once. 

Many  fovereigns  fince  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  particularly  Peter  I.  framed  projedsfor 
amending  the  Ruffian  jurifprudence,  but  never  carried  it  into  execution.  The  com- 
pletion of  this  arduous  undertaking  was  refefved  for  Catharine  II.  ;  who,  in  17^7,  fum- 
moned  deputies  to  Mofcow  from  every  part  of  her  extenfive  dominions,  and  having 
appointed  commiflioners  for  compofing  a  new  code  of  laws,  delivered  to  them  her  Grand 
Inllrudionst,  written  by  Her  Imperial  Majefty  in  the  true  fpirit  of  genuine  legiflation. 
In  conformity  to  thefe  inkruClions,  the  firft  part  of  a  new  code  appeared  in  1775,  and  a 
fccond  part  in  1780,  and  it  has  been  received  in  many  of  the  new  governments  into 
which  the  Ruffian  empire  is  divided.  Many  abufes  have  been  removed  by  thefe  new 
inftitutions ;  and  many  kill  exikiug  are  to  be  abolifhed. 

Though  an  ample  detail  of  thefe  regulations  falls  not  within  the  compafs  of  the  pre- 
fent  work  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  curiofity  of  the  public  will  be  in  fome  meafure 
gratified  by  enumerating  the  mok  kriking  peculiarities  in  this  extenfive  plan,  which  has 
modified  the  whole  lykem  of  government. 

*    Reglements  de  Catharine  II.  &c.  p.  vii. 

■{•  "  Indruftions  de  Catharine  II.  pour  la  Commiffion  chaigee  de  drefftr  le  Projet  d'un  Noiiveau  Code  de 
Lolx."  St.  Pet.  1769.  Thefe  inllriiftlond  have  been  tranflattd  into  mod  modern  languages,  and  into 
Enghfh  by  Taiifchef,  a  Ruffian  gentleman,  to  which  is  prtlixtd,  a  dcfcription  of  the  manner  of  opening 
the  cociimffMn,  with  he  oidcr  and  rules  for  clcdting  the  Commiflioners  appointed  to  frame  a  new  code  of 
laws.     See  The  Grand  liiftrudions,  &c.  printed  by  JcfFerys. 
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The  empire,  divided  by  Peter  the  Great  into  nine  extenfive  govenvnents,  is  now 
diftributed  into  a  larger  number  *,  eacli  upon  an  avera,^e  containing  only  from  rhrt-e  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  males.  One  or  more  of  thefe  governments  is  fuperintended  by 
a  Niwicjlnick,  or  lord-lieutenant,  and  cacli  has  a  vice  governor,  a  council,  civil  and  cri- 
minal courts  of  judicature,  fomc  of  whofe  member?  are  appointed  by  the  Ibvereign,  and 
the  others  chofen  by  the  nobles.  By  this  inftitution  Catharine  has  in  foine  inltances, 
circumfcribed  her  prerogative,  by  dimiiiifiiing  the  power  of  thofe  tribunals  which  were 
only  dependent  upon  tiie  crown,  or  transferring  it  to  tiie  nobles,  and  inveliing  them 
with  many  additional  privileges  with  refpeft  to  the  adminiftration  of  juliice.  By  intro- 
ducing  likewife  into  each  government  fupcrior  tribuniil'^.,  whofe  decifion  is  fin  d,  flie  has 
prevented  frequent  appeals  to  the  imperial  colleges  at  Peterflnirgli  and  Mofcow,  which 
were  attended  with  confiderable  expence  and  delay.  By  eftablifliing  or  feparating  the 
different  boards  of  finance,  police,  &c.  from  the  courts  of  huv,  which  before  impeded 
each  other  by  meeting  in  the  fame  place,  flie  has  facilitated  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  and 
rendered  the  adminiltration  of  juftice  more  fpeedy.  She  has  increafed  the  falarics  of 
the  judges,  who,  from  the  narrownefs  of  their  income,  were  expofed  to  almod  irrefiftible 
temptations  from  bribery  ;  or,  to  ufe  her  own  expreflions  to  the  judges,  in  her  cele- 
brated  edict,  "  Formerly  your  neceflities  might  have  induced  you  to  be  too  attentive  to 
your  own  interefts  :  your  country  now  pays  your  labours,  and  what  before  might  admits 
of  fome  excufe,  from  this  moment  becomes  a  crime." 

To  thefe  regulations  muft  be  added  the  abolition  of  torture;  the  eftablifhment  of 
proper  boundaries  between  the  governments,  which  has  prevented  many  diilenfions  and 
law-fuits ;  the  appointment  of  regular  phyficians  and  furgeons,  in  various  dillricts,  at 
the  expence  of  the  crown ;  the  foundation  of  fchools,  and  the  eftablifliment  of  new 
feminaries  for  thofe  intended  for  holy  orders ;  the  ereftion  of  new  bodies  corporate 
with  additional  immunities;  the  grant  of  freedom  to  numberlefs  vaflals  of  the  crown; 
and  the  means  taken  to  facilitate  the  emancipation  of  the  peafantry.  But  of  all  the 
plans,  none  is  more  ufeful  and  praife-worthy  than  the  eftablifliment  of  fchools  in  every 
government,  formed  on  the  moft  comprehenfive  fcale  and  liberal  principles. 

An  academy  is  eftablifhed  at  St.  Peterfburgh  for  the  inftruction  of  two  hundred  fia- 
dents,  defigned  to  be  mafters  of  the  provincial  fchools.  It  is  provided  with  profeiTors 
of  hiflory,  mathematics,  rhetoric,  and  natural  hillory ;  with  a  German  mafter,  and  a 
drawing  mafter.  The  ftudents  arefelected  from  the  different  feminaries  of  the  Rullian 
empire,  and,  as  they  have  received  their  education  as  priefls  of  the  regular  clergy,  un- 
derftand  Latin.  They  are  twenty  years  of  age,  and  are  to  remain  at  Peterfburgh  three 
years  ;  during  which  period  they  are  inflructed  in  hiftory,  geography,  the  various 
branches  of  natural  philofophy,  and  natural  hiftory.  They  are  all  boarded,  lodged,  and 
inftrufted  at  the  Emprefs's  expence.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  term  their  places  to  be 
fupplied  by  others,  and  they  will  be  diftributed  in  the  different  parts  of  RufTia.  Tvi^o  of 
thefe  ftudents  will  be  eftabliflied  in  the  principal  town  of  each  government ;  one  as 
teacher  of  mathematics,  the  other  of  hiflory,  geography,  and  natural  hiflory.  Each 
ftudent,  thus  eftabliflied,  is  to  inftruil  other  lludents  as  preceptors  of  the  fmaller  fchools 
in  the  leffer  towns.  The  regulation  of  this  ufeful  eftabliflunent  is  entrufted  to  a  com- 
mittee confining  of  five  members,  who  have  the  fuperintendance  of  the  whole. 

*  The  firft  provinces  eredled  into  p;overnments,  according  to  the  new  inftitution,  were  Tver  and  Sir.o- 
Icnflco,  in  Januaiy  1776.  Thofe  which  have  been  fince  eftabh'lhed,  «ifher  before  or  during  my  refidence 
in  Ruffia,  were  in  the  following  order:  Novogorod  and  Kaluga,  in  Dcctmbtr  1776;  Plticof,  Yaroflaf. 
and  Tula,  in  December  1777;  Polotflc  and  Mohikf,  in  May  1778;  Refan,  Volodimir,  Koltroma, 
and  Orel,  in  December  1778  ;     See  aliil  of  the  governments.  Book  vi.  chap  i  p'359. 
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Thus,  the  great  fchools  in  the  principal  towns  will  depend  on  the  academy  of  Peterf- 
bargh,  and  each  fchool  in  the  fmaller  towns  on  the  principal  fchool  in  each  govern- 
ment ;  a  fcheme,  which  if  carried  into  execution,  will  effedually  promote  the  interior 
civilization  of  this  vafl  empire. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  thefe  excellent  Inftitutions.  How  far,  or  in  what  degree, 
they  may  operate  upon  a  people  fo  widely  difperfed,  and  of  fuch  different  manners  and 
cuftom;^,  can  only  be  proved  by  time  and  experience.  But  though  they  may  fail  in 
producing  all  thole  advantages  which  the  fpeculative  reafoner  might  expert,  yet  they 
mull  be  attended  with  mod  beneficial  effects  ;  as  fufficiently  appears  from  the  flourifiiing 
flate  of  thofe  provinces  in  which  they  have  been  already  admitted.  If  it  be  allowed  that 
many  evils  have  been  reformed,  and  many  improvements  introduced,  .it  cannot  at  the 
fame  time  be  fuppofed  that  the  national  manners  ffiould  be  fuddenly  changed,  or  that 
the  mod  abfolute  fovercigncan  venture  to  (liake  thofe  fundamental  cudoms  which  have 
been  fandioned  by  ages.  It  is  furely  futficient  if  the  abufes  are  remedied,  as  much  as 
can  be  expected  in  fuch  a  country  ;  u  here  the  vad  difproportion  of  rank  and  fortune, 
and  the  vaffalage  of  the  peafant?,  render  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to 
edablilh  at  once  an  impartial  adminidrationof  judice. 

Ruffia,  with  reipefl:  to  the  vad  mafs  of  people,  is  nearly  in  the  fame  date  in  which 
the  greater  part  of  Europe  was  plunged  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries; 
when  the  feudal  fydem  was  gradually  declining  ;  when  the  unbounded  authority  of  the 
land-holders  over  their  Haves  was  beginning  to  be  counter-balanced  by  the  introduftion 
of  an  intermediate  order  of  merchants ;  when  new  towns  were  continually  ere6ting, 
and  endowed  with  increadng  immunities,  and  when  the  crown  ventured  to  give  freedom. 
to  its  vaffals. 


Chap.  XVII. — Inquiry  into  the  prefent  State  of  Civi/izatioJt  in  the  Ritffian  Empire. — Z)/- 
Tifion  of  the  Inhabiiants  into  Nobles,  Clergy,  Merchants,  and  Burghers. — Pea/ants.— 
Privileges  granted  to  the  Merchants,  Burghers,  and  Peafants. — State  ofVaJfalage, 

MUCH  has  been  written  concerning  the  great  civilization  which  Peter  the  Great 
introduced  into  Ruilia  ;  that  he  obliged  the  people  to  fliave  their  beards,  and  relinquifh 
their  national  drefs  ;  that  he  naturalized  the  arts  and  fciences,  difciplined  his  army, 
created  a  navy,  and  made  a  total  change  throughout  his  extenfive  empire.  We  may 
readily  admit  the  truth  of  this  eulogium  with  refped  to  his  improvements  in  the  difci- 
pline  of  his  army  and  the  creation  of  a  navy  ;  for  thefe  were  objefts  within  the  reach  of 
his  perfevering  genius  :  but  the  pompous  accounts  of  the  total  change  which  he  is  faid 
to  have  effected  in  the  national  manners,  feem  the  mere  echoes  of  foreigners,  who  never 
vifited  the  country,  and  who  coUefted  the  hidory  of  Peter  from  partial  information. 
For  though  a  nation,  compared  with  itfelf  at  a  former  period,  may  have  made  a  rapid 
progrefs  towards  improvement ;  yet,  as  the  exaggerated  accounts  which  1  had  heard 
and  read  of  the  great  civilization  didufed  throughout  the  whole  empire  led  me  to  expe£t 
a  more  poliflied  date  of  manners,  I  mud  own  I  was  aftoailhed  at  the  barbarifm  in  which 
the  bulk  of  the  people  dill  continue.  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  the  principal  nobles  are 
as  civilized,  and  as  refined  in  their  entertainments,  mode  of  living,  and  focial  intercourfe, 
as  thofe  of  other  European  countries.  But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  pohfliing 
a  nation,  and  poli/hing  a  few  individuals.  The  merchants  and  peafants  dill  univerfally 
retain  their  national  drefs,  their  original  manners,  and,  what  is  mod  remarkable,  the 
greater  part  of  the  merchants  and  burghers  of  the  large  towns,  even  the  citizens  of  Pe- 
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terfburgh  and  Mofcow,  refemble,  in  their  external  appearance  and  general  mode  of  liv- 
ing, the  inhabitants  of  the  fmallell  villaqe ;  and  notwithllanding  the  rigorous  edicls 
iffued  by  *  Peter  I.  the  far  greater  number  ftill  wear  their  beards;  being  fcaroely  Icfs 
attached  to  that  patriarchal  cuftoni  than  their  anceitors,  when  the  fine  for  mutihiting  a 
finger  was  rated  at  is.  3d. ;  that  for  cutting  oft'  the  beard,  or  wliiila-rs,  at  4s.  lod.  f. 

In  faft,  the  peafants,  who  form  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  are  ftdl  alnioli;  as  deficient  in 
the  arts  as  before  the  reign  of  Peter,  although  the  fciences  have  tlourilhed  in  tlic  capital. 
But  the  civilization  of  a  numerous  and  widely  difperfed  people  is  not  the  work  of  a 
moment,  and  can  only  be  effeded  by  a  gradual  and  almoft  inl'enfible  progrefs. 

If  from  thefe  general  refledions  we  difUnftly  confider  the  different  clalfes  of  fubjeds 
in  the  Ruffian  Empire,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  form  fome  probable  judgment  concerning 
the  prefent  ftale  of  civilization. 

7  he  inhabitants  may  be  divided  into  four  orders  :  nobles  and  gentry,  clergy,  mer- 
chants, burghers,  and  other  freemen,  and  peafants. 

The  three  firft  include  almoft  all  the  free  fubjedts  of  the  empire,  and  the  latter  all  the 
vaiTals  or  iiaves. 

I.  The  firft  order  comprehends  the  nobles  and  gentry  :  the  fole  \  perfons  who,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  feudal  defpotifm,  have  a  right  to  poflefs  land  ;  but  initead  of  appearing 
themfelves,  according  to  the  tenure  of  that  fyftem,  at  the  head  of  their  retainers,  are 
now  only  expefled  to  ferve  in  the  army,  and  obliged  to  furnifli  recruits  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  their  vaflals. 

In  Ruffia,  as  in  the  Oriental  governments,  there  is  fcarcely  any  diftinftion  of  ranks 
among  the  nobility,  excepting  what  is  derived  from  the  fervice  of  the  fovereign.  Even 
the  eldeft  fons  of  thofe  perfons,  who  have  been  raifed  to  the  moft  confiderable  honours 
and  higheft  employments,  excepting  the  advantages  which  they  undoubtedly  retain  of 
facilitating  their  promotion  by  a  ready  accefs  to  court,  do  not  dei-ive  any  folid  benefits 
from  their  birth,  like  thofe  which  the  peers  of  England,  the  grandees  ot  Spain,  or  the 
dukes,  who  are  peers  of  France,  enjoy  from  their  hereditary  defcent.  The  importance 
of  a  noble  family  of  large  property  and  official  honours,  is  almoft  annihilated  on  the 
death  of  the  chief;  becaufe  his  property  is  equally  divided  among  his  fons;  and  be- 
caufe  titles,  though  allowed  to  be  hereditary,  do  not,  independent  of  the  fovereign's 
favour,  contribute  much  to  aggrandize  the  poiTeffors ;  that  of  a  prince,  a  count,  or  a 
baron,  conveying  in  themfelves  little  perfonal  diftinction,  unlefs  accompanied  with  a  civil 
or  military  employment. 

Before  the  asra  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  only  title  in  Ruffia,  excepting  that  of  boyar, 
which  fignified  privy-councellor,  and  was  not  hereditary,  and  other  appellations  annexed 
to  civil  employments,  was  that  of  knaes,  which  was  elleemed  I'ynonimous  to  prince.  Per- 
fons who  affumed  this  title  were  defcended,  or  pretended  to  be  lb,  either  fi-oin  the  dif- 
ferent collateral  branches  of  the  reigning  family,  or  from  fome  Lithuanian  Princes  who 

*  "  II  ordonna  aux  Ruffes  de  quitter  I'habit  long  et  la  b;ul)e.  Une  amende  fut  impofee  aux  amateurs 
obftines  de  rancien  ufage  Blen  des  Ruffes,  et  furtout  les  Rozkolniks.  regardaient  le  changcmeiit  d  habit 
commc  tin  renoncenicnt  a  la  religion,  et  dilaient  qu'il  valaieiit  mieiu  perdre  !a  li^te  que  la  barbe  :  ib  furent 
obliges  de  payer  un  droit  pour  n'etre  pas  rafcs,  et  ils  recevaient  un  jetton  qui  Iciir  fervalt  dc  quittance. 
Souvent  a  la  cour  on  cnivrait  les  viciix  boiars,  et  on  leur  taillait  la  baibe  d'line  manierc  fi  ridicule,  qu'ils 
etaieut  obliges  de  garder  la  chambre  pendant  plufieurs  mois,  on  de  fe  faire  ralcr.  On  attachait  aux  portes 
dcs  villes  un  modelle  du  nouvel  habit,  et  on  rognait  la  robe  de  ceux  qui  ne  voulaient  pas  payer  ;  on  les  rafail 
uialgre  eux  dans  les  rues."      L'Evefque,  iv.  p.  157. 

t   Haygold,  i    p    337.   .... 

\  Catharine,  in  confirming  the  immunities  or  the  nobles,  decreed,  "  Que  Ic  droit  d'acheter  ou  de  vendre 
des  terres  feroit  propre  ou  particulier  aux  feuls  nobles."     Le  CLvc,  p.  472. 

eftablilhed 
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eftablifhed  themfelves  in  Ruffia  in  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  centuries  ;  or  from  the 
numerous  Tartar  nobles  who  becrune  fubjecls  to  Ivan  VaiTilievitch  II.  and  his  immediatt; 
fucceflbis  ;  oi"  from  feveral  Polifh  and  otlier  foreign  families,  who  fettled  in  this  empire. 
In  procefs  of  time  the  number  of  thefe  Princes  increafed  fo  confiderabiy,  that,  accord- 
ing to  Lord  Whitworth,  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  were  comm;in  foldiers  in  Prince 
Mentchikof's  regiment  of  dragoons.  Though  Peter  the  Great,  in  imitation  of  other 
European  courts,  introduced  the  titles  of  count  and  baron,  and  his  example  has  been 
followed  by  his  fucceffors,  yet  neither  thele  titles,  or  that  of  knaes,  have  been  efteemed 
a  fufficient  aggrandizement,  becaufe  the  greatelt  favourites  of  the  fovereign  have  been 
occafionally  created,  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  princes  of  the  Roman  empire  ;  as 
Prince  Mentchikof  at  the  fequeft  of  Peter,  and  Princes  Orlof  and  Potemkin,  during  the 
prelent  reign  *. 

According  to  the  fyftem  introduced  by  Peter  I.,  but  which  has  gradually  been  cor- 
rupted as  it  has  receded  from  its  fource,  every  perfon  takes  precedence  from  his  military 
rank;  he  niuft  rife  in  regular  gradation,  and  before  he  can  be  an  officer,  mud  have 
ferved  as  a  corporal  or  feijeant.  But  this  ordinance  is  eafily  eluded  ;  frequently  in- 
fants are  made  ferjeants  and  corporals,  and  it  is  not  necelVary  to  have  ferved  even  one 
campaign  in  order  to  obtain  precedence,  as  it  may  be  conferred  by  civil  offices.  Al- 
though the  law  of  Peter  I.  which  compelled  each  nobleman  or  gentleman,  under  pain 
oi  degradation,  to  ferve  in  the  army,  was  abolifhed  by  Peter  Illf;  yet  the  effefts  iUU 
fubfid.  No  one  under  the  rank  of  a  major  is  permitted  to  drive  more  than  two  horfes; 
under  that  of  brigadier,  more  than  four :  a  nobleman  of  the  highefl:  fortune  and  diftinc- 
tion,  who  has  never  been  in  the  army,  is  not  allowed,  excepting  by  the  fpecial  permif. 
fion  of  the  crown,  to  ufe  in  the  capital  a  carriage  drawn  by  more  than  one  horfe,  while 
a  merchant  may  have  two.  There  are  various  methods,  however,  of  procuring  military 
dignity,  and  tne  privileges  annexed  to  it.  Amongft  others,  a  chamberlain,  for  inflance, 
to  the  fovereign,  ra?!ks  as  major-general ;  the  office  of  a  fecretary,  in  the  different  de- 
partments of  government,  confers  the  rank  of  an  officer,  and  the  contributor  of  a  certain 
fum  to  the  foundling-hofpital  at  Mofcow,  obtains  the  rmik  of  a  lieutenant.  Thefe  re- 
gulations, and  the  eafe  with  which  military  rank  is  acquired,  has  induced  a  German, 
fettled  in  Ruffia,  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  fome  humour  in  the  following  manner :  "  A 
nobleman  is  here  nothing ;  his  fituation  in  the  army  alone  marks  the  value  of  his  ex- 
iftence.  A  phyfician  has  the  rank  of  major,  and  dares,  as  a  (laft'-officer,  put  four  horfes 
to  his  carriage,  while  others  can  only  drive  two ;  an  apothecary  in  the  imperial  fervice 
has  the  rafik  of  a  captain  ;  his  -apprentices  that  of  enfigns  ;  and  the  two  furgeons  of  the 
diftrift  bear  the  rank  of  lieutenant  4."  But  however  ridiculous  thofe  promotions  may 
appear,  yet  they  are  founded  on  principles  of  the  founded  policy  :  for  as,  by  a  decree 
of  Peter  the  Great,  every  officer  is  noble  during  his  life,  and  the  children  of  a  ftaff-officer 
are  clafled  among  the  nobility,  any  inllitution  tending  to  increafe  the  number  of  this 
order  of  men,  who  alone  are  entitled  to  poflisls  land,  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  bene- 
ficial to  fociety.  On  their  own  eftates  the  nobles  and  gentry  are  almoft  uncontrouled, 
having  abfolute  authority  over  their  vaffals. 

*   Alfo  Prince  Befborodko  and  Prince  Zubof. 

^  The  Abbe  <le  Chappc,  in  a  remark,  opon  the  abolition  of  this  law  by  Peter  III.  is  guilty  of  a  ridicu- 
lous niiftake,  whtn  he  fuppofes,  that  before  this  decree  tlie  nobles  werejluves.  About  a  week  after  his  ac- 
cifiion  to  the  throne,  Peter  went  to  the  fenate,  and  declared.  ''  thatjie  bad  granted  the  privilege  ofyrWom 
to  thenoblHty.''  This  miftake  arofc  from  an  omiiTion  in  Ills  decree,  in  whieli  the  nobles  were  only  (/cir/ar^t/ 
Jree,  without  the  addition  oi  to  ferve.  or  not  tojervc,  as  they  thought  ^oper.     See  Antidote,  p.  i^8  to  150. 

t  Schloetzer's  Ikiefwechfel  for  1781,  p.  365. 

II.  The 
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II.  The  next  order  of  fubjefls  is  the  clergy. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the  origin  and  fuppreffion  of  the  office  of  pa- 
triarch, who  was  formerly  the  head  of  the  Ruffian  clergy.  Peter  finally  aboliihed  that  dig- 
nity in  1719;  but  inftead  of  formally  declaring  himfelf  the  headof  the  churcii,  he  prudent- 
ly configned  the  chief  ecclefiaRical  authority  to  a  tribunal  which  he  called  the  Sacred  Sy- 
nod, which  was  in  efle£t  fubfervient  to  him,  as  all  its  members  took  an  oath,  acknow- 
ledging him  as  their  fupreme  judge.  The  fynod  is  compofed  of  the  Ibvereign,  who  is 
prefident  ;  a  vice-prefident,  who  is  generally  the  metropolitan  archbilhop,  and  a  num- 
ber  of  counfellors  and  affi»ffors. 

The  clergy  are  divided  into,  i.  Regular,  or  monks  ;  and  2.  Secular,  or  pariffi  priefts. 

1.  The  principal  wealth  of  the  church  is  centered  in  the  monalleries,  which  formerly 
had  eftatesto  the  amount  of  4oo,cocl.  per  annum;  and,  like  the  other  land-holders, 
enjoyed  uncontrouled  authority  over  their  peafants,  who  are  equally  bondfmen  as  on 
the  pofleffions  of  the  laity.  The  Emprefs  has  annexed  thefe  church-lands  to  the  crown, 
and  in  return  grants  annual  penfions  to  the  hierarchy,  the  dignified  clergy,  and  the 
monks.  The  archbifhops  and  bilhops  receive  each  about  i,oool.  or  I5200I.  per  annum, 
and  the  fubordinate  ecclefialiics  in  proportion.  Soon  after  this  regulation,  many  of 
the  nionafteries  were  fupprefled ;  and  the  members  in  thofe  which  were  I'pared,  were 
confiderably  reduced  as  well  by  the  prohibition  to  admit  more  than  a  certain  number.^ 
as  by  limiting  the  age  of  noviciates.  The  abolition  of  monaileries  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged a  beneficial  circumft ance  in  mofl  countries ;  yet  one  evil  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  it  in  Ruffia  :  they  were  the  only  feminaries  of  education  for  thofe  perfons  defigned 
for  the  facred  fundlion ;  and  the  monks  are,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  almofl;  the  fole 
proprietors  of  the  learning  which  fubfifls  among  the  clergy.  But,  mofl  probably,  the 
ill  efledts  which  may  be  expefted  from  the  fuppreffion  of  fome  convents,  will  be  com- 
penfated  by  the  improvement  introduced  into  the  adminiftration  of  thofe  which  are 
continued,  and  by  the  fchools  lately  eftablifhed  in  various  parts  of  the  empire  for  the 
education  of  ecclefiaftics. 

All  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  are  chofen  from  the  order  of  monks ;  thefe  are 
archbifliops  and  bifhops,  archimandrites  or  abbots,  and  igoomens  or  priors.  "  The 
epifcopal  order  in  Ruifia  is  diftinguiffied  by  the  different  titles  of  metropolitan,  arch- 
bifhop,  and  bifhop.  The  titles  of  metropolitan  and  archbifhop  are  not  attached  to  the 
fee ;  but  are,  at  prefent,  merely  perfonal  diilindions  conferred  by  the  fovereign,  which 
give  the  pofTefTors  no  additional  power,  and  fcarcely  any  precedence*." 

The  monalleries  are  governed  by  archimandrites  and  igoomens ;  and  the  nunnenes, 
fuperintended  by  abbeffes. 

2.  The  Ruffian  parifli-priefts  are  called  papas,  or  popes ;  a  word  fignifying  father,  and 
indifcriminately  applied  in  the  early  ages  of  Chriflianity  to  all  ecclefiaflics,  until  it  was 
confined  to  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  by  an  edift  of  Gregory  VII.  The  members  of  the 
Greek  communion,  however,  did  not  obey  this  order,  and  the  priefls  of  that  perfuafion 
are  flill  diiUnguiflied  by  the  appellation  of  pope. 

The  parochial  clergy,  who  may,  and  ought  to  be,  the  mofl  ufeful  members  of  focietv, 
are  in  Ruffia  the  refufe  of  the  people.  It  is  literally  true,  that  many  of  them  cannot 
even  readf,  in  their  own  language,  the  Gofpel  which  they  are  commiffiioned  to  preach; 
but  deliver  from  memory  the  fervice,  a  chapter  of  the  New  Teflament,  or  part  of  a 

*   Dr    King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  272. 

■f  This  {hamcfiil  ignorance  is  certainly  kfs  common  than  formerly;  as  the  bifhops  are  morecautlous  in 
©rdaining  fucli  improper  perfons. 

homily^ . 
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homily,  which  they  repeat  every  Friday  and  Sunday.  Nor  is  it  hi  the  leaft  furprlfing 
that  fome  are  fo  illiterate,  when  we  confider  the  fcanty  maintenance  which  they  derive 
from  their  profeffion.  Befide  the  furplice  fees,  which  in  the  poorelt  benefices  amount 
to  4I.  per  annum,  and  in  the  raofl:  profitable  to  but  20I. ;  they  have  only  a  wooden 
houfe,  fcarcely  fuperior  to  that  of  the  meaneft  among  their  parifliioners,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  land  which  they  ufually  cultivate  with  their  own  hands  ;  while  the  highefl; 
dignity  to  which  they  can  ever  attain,  as  long  as  they  continue  married,  is  that  of  a 
protopope  of  a  cathedral,  whofe  income  fcarcely  exceeds  20I.  a  year.  As  the  parifh- 
jiriefts  are  undoubtedly  the  principal  fources  from  which  inllrufliion  mud  be  generally 
ditfufed  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  if  they,  who  ought  to  enlighten  others,  are  fo 
ignorant,  how  grofs  mull:  be  the  ignorance  of  their  parifliioners!  In  no  inftance,  per- 
haps, has  the  Emprefs  contributed  more  towards  civilizing  her  people,  than  by  inftitut- 
ing  feminaries  tor  the  children  of  priefls,  by  endeavouring  to  promote  among  the  clergy 
a  zeal  for  liberal  fcience,  and  to  rouze  them  from  that  profound  ignorance  in  which 
they  are  plunged*. 

The  monks  are  not  permitted  to  marry,  while  the  parKh-priefls  are  compelled  to  take 
a  wife  as  a  preliminary  to  ordination  ;  and  if  their  wives  happen  to  die,  they  may  enter 
into  a  convent,  and  become  dignitaries  of  the  church.  They  cannot  engage  in  a  fecond 
marriage  unlels  they  become  laymen  ;  neither  can  they  continue  parifh-priefts  without 
the  exprefs  permilHon  of  a  bifliop.  The  children  of  the  fecular  clergy  are  all  free : 
their  fons  are  ufually  brought  up  for  orders,  or  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
church. 

All  the  clergy  wear  long  beards  and  long  hair,  which  flows  down  their  flioulders, 
without  being  tied  or  curled.  Their  drefs  is  a  fquare  bonnet,  and  a  long  robe  of  a 
black  or  dark,  colour,  reaching  to  the  ancles.  The  fecular  and  regular  priefts  ufe,  in 
fome  inltances,  a  different  habit,  and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  are  diftinguiflied  by 
a  more  coftly  veftment  f. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  that,  during  the  five  months  we  pafled  at  Peterlburgh, 
and  in  our  daily  intercourfe  with  the  nobility  and  gentry,  I  never  once  faw  in  company 
a  fingle  perfon  of  the  facred  profeffion.  It  mud  be  allowed,  indeed,  that  the  parifli- 
priefts  are,  for  the  mod  part,  too  low  and  ignorant  to  be  qualified  for  admiffion  into 
genteel  focieties ;  while  the  dignitaries,  being  a  feparate  order,  and  reftrained  by  ftrid 
regulations,  refide  chiefly  in  their  palaces  within  the  monafl:eries ;  and  contraft  an 
averfion,  perhaps  an  unfitnefs,  for  fecial  intercourfe.  This  general  charader  of  the 
Ruflian  hierarchy  does  by  no  means  comprehend  all  the  individuals ;  as  fome  of  them, 
with  whom  I  occafionally  converfed,  were  men  of  liberal  manners  and  enlightened  un- 
derftandings  J, 

The  third  divifion  of  Ruffian  fubjeds  comprehends  that  intermediate  clafs  of  men 
between  the  nobles  and  peafants,  which  is  thus  defined  by  the  Emprefs,  in  the  fixteenth 
chapter  of  her  inft:ruclions  for  a  new  code  of  laws. 

•  An  inllance  of  Her  Majefty's  zeal  in  this  particular  fell  under  my  obfervation.  When  I  vlfited  the 
prefs  af  the  Holy  Synod  at  Mofcow,  three  volumes  of  fermons  were  printing  in  the  Ruffian  tongue  ;  they 
were  trannaLi<ins,  by  the  Eniprcfs's  command,  from  the  bed  Engli(h,  French,  and  German  authors,  of 
thofe  principally  which  contained  a  clear  difcufllan  of  the  moral  duties.  They  were  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  parochial  clergy,  who  had  orders. to  read  them  occafionally  in  the  time  of  divine  Service. 

t  See  prints  of  the  fevcral  cccltrfiallical  dreffes  in  King's  State  of  the  Greek  Church  in  Ruffia. 

+  The  dignitaries  occafionally  dine  at  the  tables  of  the  nobility  upon  days  of  great  ceremony,  as  on  that 
«f  St.  Alexander  Nevfei,  when  I  met  the  ArchbiOiop  of  Roftof  at  Prince  Volkonlki's.  See  vol.  i.  book 
iii.  chap.  ii. 

«'  This 
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"  This  clafs  of  men,  worthy  to  be  mentioned  by  us,  and  from  whom  the  country 
may  promife  itfelf  great  advantages,when  it  fhall  have  received  a  ftable  form,  and  which 
has  for  its  end  the  encouragement  of  good  morals,  and  the  love  of  induftry,  is  the  mid- 
dle ftate.  This  {late,  compofed  of  freemen,  belongs  neither  to  the  clafs  of  nobles  nor 
to  that  of  peafants.  All  thofe  who,  being  neither  gentlemen  nor  peafants,  follow  the 
arts  and  fciences,  navigation,  commerce,  or  exercife  trades,  are  to  be  ranked  in  this 
clafs.  In  this  clafs  fhould  be  placed  all  thofe  who,  born  of  plebeian  parents,  fliall  have 
been  brought  up  in  fchools  or  places  of  education,  reglious  or  others,  founded  by  us 
or  by  our  predeceffors.  Alfo  the  children  of  officers,  and  of  the  fecretaries  to  the 
chancery.  But  as  this  third  eftate  is  fufceptible  of  different  degrees  of  privileges,  which 
we  do  not  mean  to  detail  in  this  place,  we  fhall  only  here  open  the  way  for  a  more 
ample  examination." 

Although,  before  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  certain  bodies  of  merchants  enjoyed 
peculiar  privileges,  which  raifed  them  above  the  condition  of  peafants,  yet  thefe  were 
few,  and  their  advantages,  confidering  the  immenfe  monopolies  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  the  oppreffion  under  which  they  laboured  from  the  power  of  the  great,  ex- 
tremely  precarious.  Peter,  who  during  his  travels  perceived  the  utility  of  a  third 
eftate  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  made  many  regulations  with  this  view,  which, 
though  excellent  in  themfelves,  yet  being  not  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  property  in  Ruf- 
fia,  did  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  Among  thefe  regulations,  he  endowed  feme 
free  towns  with  certain  privileges,  which  were  afterwards  augmented  by  Elizabeth. 
But  thefe  privileges  were  confined  to  Peterfburgh,  Mofcow,  Aftracan,  Tver,  and  a  few 
other  great  provincial  towns ;  and  all  the  inhabitants,  even  merchants  not  excepted, 
were  not  diftinguifhed  from  the  peafants  in  two  inftances,  which  are  confidered  in  this 
country  as  indelible  marks  of  fervitude ;  they  were  fubjeft  to  the  poll-tax,  and  to  be 
draughted  for  the  army  and  navy.  Catharine' has  exempted  the  body  of  merchants 
from  thefe  two  inftances  of  fervitude,  has  encreafed  the  number  and  immunities  of  the 
free  towns,  and  permitted  many  of  the  crown  peafants,  and  all  free  men,  to  enrol  them- 
felves, under  ftipulated  conditions,  in  the  clafs  of  merchants  or  burghers. 

The  merchants  are  diftributed  into  three  clafTes.  The  firft  comprehends  thofe  who 
have  a  capital  of  10,000  roubles;  the  fecond  thofe  who  poffefs  5000;  and  the  third 
thofe  who  are  worth  500.  By  the  forty-feventh  article  of  the  celebrated  manifefto  of 
Graces,  which  the  Emprefs  conferred  upon  her  fubjedls  at  the  conclufion  of  the  Turk- 
ifh  war  in  1775,  all  perfons  who  choofe  to  enter  themfelves  in  any  of  thefe  clalTes  are 
exempted  from  the  poll-tax,  on  condition  of  paying  annually  one  per  cent,  of  their  ca- 
pital employed  in  trade  to  the  crown.  The  extent  of  their  capitals,  however,  is  not 
rigoroufly  examined,  for  the  merchants  may  fix  their  capital  at  any  amount ;  as  a  per- 
fon  poflefling  above  10,000  roubles  may  enrol  himfelf  in  any  of  the  inferior  claffes,  or 
even  in  that  of  the  burghers. 

This  alteration  in  the  mode  of  affefTing  merchants  is  advantageous  both  to  the  crown 
and  to  the  fubjefts ;  the  former  receives,  and  the  latter  cheerfully  pay,  one  per  cent,  of 
their  capital,  becaufe  they  are  exempted  from  the  poll-tax,  and  are  entitled  to  addi- 
tional immunities.  It  is  alfo  a  juft  impoft,  as  each  merchant  pays  according  to  his  for- 
tune :  if  his  profits  encreafe,  his  affelTment  encreafes ;  if  they  diminifh,  his  contribution 
proportionably  diminifhes.  With  refpefl:  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  nation,  it  is  a 
mafter-piece  of  policy ;  it  excites  induftry,  by  holding  up  to  the  people  a  principle  of 
honour,  as  well  asof  intereft,  to  be  derived  from  the  augmentation  of  their  capital ;  and 
affords  an  additional  fecurity  from  arbitrary  impofitions,  by  pledging  the  good  faith  of 
government  in  the  protedion  of  their  property.     It  is  likewife  productive  of  another 

VOL.  VI.  ,    5  M  elTential 
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eflential  public  benefit,  by  creating,  as  it  were,  a  third  eftate,  which,  as  it  increafes  In 
wealth,  credit,  and  importance,  mud  by  degrees  acquire  additional  privileges,  and  gra- 
dually rife  into  confequence. 

The  burghers  form  the  fecond  divifion  of  this  order  :  the  term  burgher  is  applied 
to  all  inhabitants  of  free  towns,  who  declare  that  they  poflefs  a  capital  lefs  than  lool.  ; 
or  who,  having  that  fum,  do  not  chufe  to  affume  the  more  honourable  name  of  mer- 
chants. They  poflefs  many  privileges  fuperior  to  the  peafants ;  but  are  diftinguifhed 
from  the  merchants  by  being  ftill  fubjeft  to  the  poll-tax,  and  to  enrolment  in  the  army 
or  navy. 

Under  this  third  order  muft  be  included  all  the  other  free  fubje£ls  of  the  empire  j 
namely,  thofe  flaves  who  have  received  liberty  from  their  maiters  j  thofe  who  have 
obtained  their  difmiflion  from  the  army  and  navy  ;  the  members  of  the  Academy  of 
Arts,  and  of  other  fimilar  inftitutions ;  orphans  from  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  and, 
ladly,  the  children  of  all  thefe  freemen.  All  thefe  perfons  have  permiflion  to  fettle 
and  trade  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  and  may  enrol  themfelves,  according  to  their 
capital,  among  the  burghers  or  merchants.  By  thefe  wife  regulations,  the  number  of 
perfons  above  flaves  will  gradually  increafe,  and  muft  in  time  form  a  very  confiderable 
order  of  men,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  acquire  the  right  of  pofleffing  land. 

It  is  a  circumftance  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  RuiTian  merchants  and  tradef- 
men  feldom  keep  books  of  accounts,  (as  few  of  them  can  either  read  or  write,)  and  are 
unacquainted  with  the  knowledge  of  figures.  Their  manner  of  reckoning  is  by  a  ma- 
chine*, with  feveral  rows  of  wires,  upon  which  beads  are  ftrung.  The  beads  on  the 
firft  row  (land  for  units,  thofe  on  the  fecond  for  tens,  on  the  third  for  hundreds,  on 
the  fourth  for  thoufands,  and  in  a  fimilar  progrefTion.  By  means  of  this  machine  they 
fubtraft,  multiply,  and  divide  with  great  exaftnefs.  An  exception,  among  a  few  others, 
to  this  general  obfervation,  {hould  be  mentioned.  The  mofl  faoneft  and  intelligent  per- 
fons of  this  order  are  the  inhabitants  of  Archangel  and  its  environs:  they  are  moftly 
able  to  read,  write,  and  caft  accounts  ;  many  of  them  are  much  employed  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  by  the  members  of  the  Britifh  fadlory,  to  fuperintend  their  warehoufes,  and  they 
have  the  general  charadler  of  faithful  and  induflrious  fervants.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
difficult  to  account  for  the  peculiar  circumflances  which  have  concurred  to  render  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  environs  of  Archangel  more  intelligent  than  the  other  Ruf- 
fians, unlefs  the  following  caufe  {hould  be  thought  fufficient.  Archangel,  from  the 
time  of  its  firft  difcovery  by  the  Enghfh  in  1 554,  was,  during  a  confiderable  period,  the 
great  emporium  of  Ruflia;  many  of  the  inhabitants,  therefore,  being  connefted  with 
foreign  merchants,  who  required  great  exatlnefs  in  their  dealings,  were  gradually  trained 
to  bufinefs.  By  a  kind  of  local  enthufiafm  and  traditional  inftruftion,  they  have  con- 
tinued to  diftinguilh  themfelves  among  their  countrymen,  by  acquiring  the  rudiments- 
of  arithmetic,  and  by  a  diligent  difcharge  of  their  truft. 

IV.  The  fourth  order  of  fubjefls  comprehends  the  peafants. 

The  peafants  of  Ruflia  are  generally  ferfs,  or  flaves  f,  and  may  be  divided  into, 
J.  Peafants  of  the  crown.     2.  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals. 

I.  The 

*  Similar  to  the  Chinefe.  ProfefTor  Saunderfon,  who  was  blind,  ufedan  improved  machine  of  this  kind 
in  his  mathematical  computations. 

+  In  the  former  editions  of  tliis  work,  and  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  peafants  in  1779,  I  had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  adding  to  this  lift  of  free  peafants.  thofe  of  the  Ukraine  and  Ruffian  Finland,  who  preferved 
i  confiderable  degree  of  freedom  until  the  late  extenfion  of  the  poll-tax  has  reduced  them  almoil  to  a  level 
with  the  reft,     for  by  fubjefting  them  10  that  affefTment,  the  Eraprefs  has  unconfcioufly  counteracted 

the 
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1.  The  crown  peafants  inhabit  the  imperial  demefnes;  and  probably  comprehend, 
including  thofe  belonging  to  the  church  lands,  which  are  now  annexed  to  tiie  crown, 
about  the  fixth  part  of  the  Ruffian  peafants.  They  are  immediately  under  thejurifdic- 
tion  of  the  imperial  officers  or  bailiifs.  Although  liable  to  great  exaftioiis,  by  the  te- 
nure of  their  fubje£lion,  from  thefe  petty  tyrants,  yet  they  are  much  more  fecure  of 
their  property  ;  and  being  under  the  proteftion  of  the  fovcreign,  any  flagrant  inltancct. 
of  oppreffion  are  more  eafily  made  known  and  retlreffed.  Many  of  thcl'e  vafials,  in 
particular  diltrifts,  have  been  enfranchifed,  and  permitted  to  enrol  themfelvcs  among 
the  merchants  and  burghers;  and  the  whole  body  will  gradually  receive  more  privi. 
leges,  as  the  fpirit  of  humanity  and  policy  penetrates  further  into  thofe  regions. 

2.  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals  are  the  private  property  of  the  landholders,  as 
much  as  implements  of  agriculture,  or  herds  of  cattle,  and  the  value  of  an  eftate  is 
eflimated,  as  in  Poland,  by  the  number  of  boors,  and  not  by  the  number  of  acres.  No 
regulations  have,  perhaps,  tended  more  to  rivet  the  fhacklcs  of  flavery,  than  the  two 
laws  of  Peter  the  Great ;  one  which  renders  the  landholder  accountable  to  the  crown 
tor  the  poll-tax  of  his  vaflals,  and  the  other  which  obliges  him  to  furnifli  a  certain  num- 
ber of  recruits;  for  by  thefe  means  he  becomes  intereded  tq  prevent  the  migration  of 
his  peafants  without  permillion  from  the  place  of  their  nativity.  With  refpetl  to  his 
own  demands  on  his  peafants,  the  lord  is  rellraincd  by  no  law.  He  isabfolute  mailer 
of  their  time  and  labour ;  fome  he  employs  in  agriculture,  a  few  he  makes  his  menial 
fervants,  perhaps  without  wages ;  and  from  others  he  exacts  an  annual  payment  *. 
Each  vaflal,  therefore,  is  rated  according  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  his  mafter.  Some  con- 
tribute four  or  five  ffiillings  a  year;  others,  who  are  engaged  in  traffic  or  bufmefs,  are 
affefled  in  proportion  to  their  fuppofed  profits.  Any  capital  which  they  acquire  by  their 
induftry,  may  be  feized,  and  there  can  be  no  redrefs;  as,  according  to  the  old  feudal 
law,  which  flill  exifts,  a  flave  cannot  inftitute  a  procefs  againfl;  his  mafter. 

The  mode  adopted  by  many  landholders  with  their  peafants,  reminds  me  of  the  pradice 
among  the  Romans.  Atticus,  we  are  told,  caufed  many  of  his  flaves  to  be  inftrufted 
in  the  art  of  copying  manufcripts,  which  he  fold  at  a  very  high  price,  and  raifed  a  con- 
fiderable  fortune.  On  fimilar  principles,  fome  of  the  Ruffian  nobility  fend  their  vaflals 
to  Mofcow  or  Peterfburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  various  handicraft  trades ;  they 
either  employ  them  on  their  own  eftates,  let  them  out  for  hire,  fell  them  at  an  advanced 


the  pcncral  principle  whicli  had  hitlierto  been  ttie  chief  objeft  of  h,er  reign,  that  of  gradually  extending  the 
privilfges  and  frttdom  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people.  By  introducing  among  the  peafants  of  the  Ukraine, 
or  Ruffian  Fitiland^  a  tax,  which  is  coiiruicred  as  a  badge  of  flavery,  (lie  has  been  reduced  to  the  neceility 
of  rendering  them  feifi,  or^/i'^j- flf^/iViVi,  who  were  before  free  peafants,  from  the  impolitic  law,  which  is 
the  unavoidable  cnnfequence  of  the  poll-lax,  in  a  country  wherein  the  nobles  can  alone  poflefa  landed  pio- 
perty,  that  of  making  the  landholder  anfwerablc  for  the  afTcffuient  ol  his  peafants;  as  under  that  circum- 
ilancc  he  mull  have  the  power  of  preventing  tiicir  migration. 

*  The  Emprcfsthus  expreffes  herfclf  on  this  head  : 

"  II  n'y  a  gucre  de  village,  qui  ne  paye  fcs  redevances  en  argent.  Les  poiTctTens,  qui  ne  voyent  jamais 
ou  que  ties  rarenient  leurs  villages,  impotent  chaque  tcte  h  nn  a  deux  et  jufqu'a  cinq  roubles,  fans  s'cmba- 
raffer  comuicnt  le  payfan  s'y  prcndra  pour  gagner  cet  argent. 

"  11  feroit  trcs  necelfaire  de  prefcrire  aux  poiTefTeurs  des  Lois  qui  les  obligent  a  agir  avec  plus  de  clrcon- 
fpeftion  dans  la  maniere  dont  lis  fc  font  payer  leurs  droits,  et  a  exiger  du  payfan  des  redevances  qui  foient 
de  nature  a  I'eloigner  le  inolns  qu'd  fera  pofl'ble  de  fa  maifon  et  de  fa  faniille.  P.ir  ce  moyen  I'on  mettra 
I'agriculture  en  vigueur,  et  la  population  augmentera  dans  Tempirc."     Lillrudlion,  5/c.  p.  79. 

This  cullom  of  obliging  the  peafants  to  pay  an  annual  fum  in  money,  frequently  drives  the  nccclTitous  to 
the  mod  defperate  modes  of  acquiring  it. 

5  M  2  price 
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price,  or  receive  from  them  an  annual  compenfation  for  the  permiflion  of  exercifing 
their  trade  for  their  own  advantage. 

In  regard  to  the  lord's  authority  over  their  perfons,  according  to  the  ancient  laws,  he 
might  try  them  in  his  own  courts  of  juftice,  or  punifli  them  without  any  procefs;  he 
could  inflift  every  fpecies  of  penalty  excepting  the  knoot,  order  them  to  be  whipped, 
or  confined  in  dungeons  ;  he  might  fend  them  to  houfes  of  corredlion,  or  banifli  them 
into  Siberia  ;  or,  in  fliort,  take  cognizance  of  every  mifdemeanour  which  was  not  a 
public  offence.  He  had,  indeed,  no  power  over  their  lives ;  for,  if  a  flave  was  beat  by 
order  of  his  mailer,  and  died  v^'ithin  the  fpace  of  three  days,  the  mailer  was  guilty  of 
murder,  unlefs  other  reafons  could  be  afligned  for  his  demife.  But  was  not  this  almofl 
a  mockery  of  juftice?  For  furely  a  man  might  be  terribly  chaftized  without  fuffering 
death  within  three  days ;  and  if  a  vaffal  died  within  that  fpace,  and  his  mailer  was  a 
man  of  confequence,  who  could  bring  him  to  juftice  *  ?  By  the  new  regulations,  this 
enormous  power  is  reduced  by  reftriftions  more  confonant  to  the  humane  principles 
■which  diftinguilh  all  the  regulations  of  the  Emprefs;  and  the  right  of  inflicting  punilh- 
ment  is  lodged,  where  it  ever  ought  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  public  magiftrate. 
Abufes,  however,  ftill  fubfift  ;  but  muft,  in  time,  yield  to  the  influence  of  fuch  lalutary 
inftitutions. 

I  am  far  from  afferting,  that  inhumanity  is  the  general  charafteriftlc  of  the  Ruffian 
nobility ;  or  that  many  perfons  do  not  treat  their  vaflTals  with  the  utmoft  benevolence. 
I  am  alfo  well  aware,  that  feveral  peafants  are  in  fuch  a  flourifliing  condition  as  to  have 
accumulated  very  confiderable  capitals  without  dread  of  exaftion  ;  and  that  fome  even 
poflTefs  landed  eftates  under  their  mafters'  names.  But  if  we  conlider  the  unhappy 
pleafure  which  too  many  feel  in  tyrannizing  over  their  inferiors,  we  have  every  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  the  generality  of  boors  muft  ftill  be  cruelly  oppreflTed.  How  then 
can  a  country  be  faid  to  be  civilized,  in  which  domeftic  flavery  ftill  exifts  ? 

The  vaflfals  who  work  for  their  mafters,  generally  receiving  their  maintenance,  or 
being  accommodated  with  a  fmall  portion  of  land,  always  enjoy  in  fufficient  abundance 
the  common  neceffaries  of  life ;  and  ufually  fpend  their  earnings  in  clothes  or  fpirituous 
liquors.  Thofe  who,  in  contradidion  to  this  general  rule,  fave  the  profits  of  their 
labour,  or  trade,  conceal  as  much  as  poflible  an  acquifition  of  fortune ;  they  feldoni 
change  their  mode  of  living,  and  frequently  bury  their  money  in  the  ground.  This 
cuftom  is  one  reafon,  among  feveral  others,  of  the  fcarcity  of  filver  currency ;  that 
being  the  fpecie  which  Is  chiefly  amafled.  The  praftice  of  hiding  money  is  common  in. 
all  countries  of  the  Eaft,  where  property  is  not  well  fecured ;  and  where  the  people, 
through  dread  of  exaftions,  cannot"  even  venture  to  ufe  the  riches  which  they  have  ac- 
quired. 

A  peafant  may  obtain  his  liberty,  i.  By  manumiffion,  which  on  the  death  of  the 
mafter,  is  frequently  granted  to  thofe  who  have  ferved  in  the  capacity  of  his  immediate 
doraefl;ics;  2.  Bypurchafe;  3.  By  ferving  in  the  army  ornavy ;  for  a  peafant  is  free 

•  How  often  muft.  fuch  tyrannies  efcape  the  cognizance  of  the  court,  and  remain  unpunirtied  !  Some- 
times, indeed,  a  noble  is  brought  to  juftice.  One  inftance,  though  mentioned  in  a  former  pubhcation,  I 
beg  leave  to  introduce  in  this  place  :  "  In  the  prifon  of  Mofcow  there  is  a  gentleman  confined,  and  he  alone 
is  denied  the  privilege  of  ever  coming  from  his  cell ;  a  puniihment  which  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  hl» 
crime  ;  namely,  that  of  ordering  feveral  of  his  peafants  to  be  whipped  in  fo  cruel  a  manner,  that  they  died. 
This  circumftance  will  (how  the  power  which  the  lords  have  over  their  peafants ;  and  will  at  the  fame  time 
prove,  that  fuch  crimes,  when  difcovtred,  do  not  always  remain  unpunifhcd."     Account  of  Prifons,  &c. 

p.  12. 
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from  the  moment  of  his  enrolment.  In  all  thefe  cafes  the  Emprefs  has  facilitated  the 
means  of  obtaining  freedom,  by  waving  feveral  rights  of  the  crown,  which,  in  fome 
meafure,  obftrufted  this  emancipation.  Although  the  fovereign  cannot  alter  the  funda- 
mental ftate  of  property,  by  conferring  on  the  pcafants,  as  individuals,  privileges  which 
might  infringe  thofe  of  the  nobles;  yet  fhe  has  alleviated  their  condition  by  ifluing  fe- 
veral laws  in  their  favour.  By  allowing  li\e  pealants  to  lettle  in  any  part  of  her  do- 
minions, and  enrol  themfelves  among  the  burghers  or  merchants,  according  to  their 
refpedive  capital.  She  has  given  a  (lability  to  their  freedom,  and  alForded  the  llrongefl: 
incitements  for  the  exertions  of  induilry.  She  has  repealed  thofe  oppreiTive  laws, 
which  forbad,  in  certain  diclricts,  all  pealants  to  marry  without  the  confent  of  the  go- 
vernor of  the  province,  or  the  vayvode  of  the  town,  who  ufually  exaded  a  prefent 
from  the  parties  *. 

-  From  this  general  review  of  the  various  inhabitants  in  Ruffia,  it  may  be  perceived, 
that,  though  proceeding  towards  civilization,  they  are  (fill  far  removed  from  that  Aate  j 
that  a  general  improvement  cannot  take  place  while  the  greater  part  continue  in  abfo- 
lute  vaflalage ;  nor  can  any  effectual  change  be  introduced  in  the  national  manners,  un- 
til the  people  enjoy  full  fecurity  in  their  perfons  and  property. 

Chap.  XVII. — Academy  of  Sciences. — Origin  and  injlitution. — TranfaBiom. — Members* 
—Library. — Mufeum. — FoJJil  bones  of  elephants  and  other  animals  found  in  Siberia. — 
Native  copper  afid  iron.  — Go/den  ornaments  from  feveral  ancient  fepidchres. — Riijftan 
coins. — Waxenfigiire  of  Peter  the  Great. — Celefiial  Globe  ofGottorp. — Academy  of  Arts. — 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  Agriculture. — Corps  de  cadets. — Convent  des  demoifelles  nobles* 

THE  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  owes  its  inftitution  to  Peter  the  Great,  who, 
during  his  travels,  obferved  the  advantage  of  public  focieties  for  the  promotion  of  lite- 
rature. By  the  advice  of  Wolf  and  Leibnitz,  the  fociety  was  regulated,  and  feveral 
learned  foreigners  were  invited  to  become,  members.  Peter  himfelf  drew  the  plan,  and 
figned  it  on  the  loth  of  February  1724;  but  was  prevented  by  his  fudden  death,  from 
carrying  it  into  execution.  His  deceafe,  however,  did  not  prevent  its  completion ;  for, 
on  the  21(1  of  December  1725,  it  was  eftabiiflied  by  Catherine  I.  and  on  the  27th  the 
firfl  aflembly  took  place.  On  the  firft  of  Auguft  1726,  Catherine  honoured  the  meet- 
ing with  her  prefence,  when  profeflbr  Bulfinger,  an  eminent  German  naturalift,  pro- 
nounced an  oration  upon  the  advances  made  by  means  of  the  loadftone  and  needle  for 
the  difcovery  of  the  longitude  f. 

The  Emprefs  fettled  an  annual  fund  of  5,0001.  |  for  the  fupport  of  the  academy ;  and 
fifteen  members  eminent  for  learning  and  talents,  were  admitted  and  penfioned,  under 
the  title  of  profeffors  in  the  various  branches  of  literature  and  fcience.  The  mod  dif- 
tinguifhed  were  Nicholas  and  Daniel  Bernouilli,  the  two  de  Lifles,  Bulfinger  and  Wolf. 

*  See  17th  article  of  the  Manifefto,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  with  the  Grand  Signer:  •'  In  cer- 
tain diftrifts  of  our  empire  it  has  been  hitherto  neceffary  to  obtain  a  permiffion  to  marry  from  the  governors 
of  provinces,  or  the  vayvodes  of  towns,  and  this  permiffion  was  ufually  purchafed  by  money  or  caitle. 
We  abolifh  this  cudom  ;  and  from  this  time  every  perfon  fhall  be  free  to  marry  without  obtaining  fimilar 
pcrmiffions. 

•f-  See  Nachricht  von  der  Kays :  Acad.  &c.  in  Schmidt  Beytraeye,  p.  35  ;  alfo  Jour.  Pet.  for  June 

1779' P-  383- 
X  "  Summam  a  Petro  Magno  conftitutam  viginti-<iuatuor  millium  nongentorum  ct  duodeclm  rubellonum." 

Nov.  Com.  I.  p.  5. 

During 
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Durinf;  the  fliort  reign  of  Peter  the  Second,  the  falariesof  the  members  were  dlfcon- 
tinued,  and  the  academy  neglected  by  the  court ;  but  it  was  again  patronized  by  the 
Emprefs  Anne,  who  even  added  a  feminary  for  the  education  of  youth,  under  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  profeffors.  Both  inftitutions  flouriihed  under  the  dire6lion  of 
baron  Korf ;  but,  on  his  death,  an  ignorant  perfon  being  appointed  prefident,  many 
of  the  moR  able  members  quitted  Ruifia.  At  the  acceflion  of  Elizabeth  new  life  and 
vigour  were  reftored  to  the  academy  :  the  original  plan  was  enlarged  and  improved  ; 
fome  of  the  mofl:  learned  foreigners  were  again  drawn  to  Peterlburgh,  and,  what  was 
confidercd  as  a  good  omen  for  the  literature  of  Ruffia,  two  natives,  Lomonofof  and 
Rumovfky,  men  of  genius  and  abilities,  who  had  profecuted  their  fludics  in  foreign 
univcrfities,  were  enrolled  among  the  membei-s.  The  annual  income  was  increafed  to 
10,659!.,  and  foon  afterwards  the  new  inflitution  took  place. 

The  Emprefs  Catherine,  with  her  ufual  zeal  for  promoting  the  cHlTufion  of  know- 
ledge, took  this  ufeful  Society  under  her  more  immediate  proteftion  ;  flie  altered  the 
court  of  direcfors  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  body  ;  corretted  many  abufes 
and  infufed  a  new  fpirit  into  their  refearches.  By  her  particular  recommendation,  the 
mod  ingenious  profeffors  vifited  the  various  provinces  of  her  dominions  ;  and  as  the 
fund  of  the  Academy  was  not  fufficient  to  fupply  the  whole  expence,  the  Emprefs  bef- 
towed  a  largefs  *  of  2,oool.,  which  has  been  occafionally  renewed. 

I'he  purport  of  thefe  travels  will  appear  from  the  inltruftions  given  by  the  academy. 
Theperlons  engaged  in  thefe  expeditions  were  ordered  to  purfue  their  inquiries  on  the 
different  forts  of  earths  and  waters ;  on  the  beft  methods  of  cultivating  the  barren  and 
defart  fpots ;  on  the  local  diforders  incident  to  men  and  animals,  and  the  moft  effica- 
cious means  of  relieving  them ;  on  breeding  cattle,  and  particularly  fheep ;  on  the 
rearing  of  bees  and  filk-worms  ;  on  the  different  places  and  objects  for  fifhing  and 
hunting;  on  minerals ;  on  the  arts  and  trades  :  and  on  the  indigenous  plants  to  form  a 
Flo7-a  Riiffka.  I'hey  were  particularly  intruded  to  reftify  the  longitude  and  latitude 
of  the  principal  towns ;  to  make  aftronomical,  geographical,  and  meteorological  ob- 
fervations ;  to  trace  the  courfe  of  the  rivers;  to  take  the  moft  exacl  charts ;  to  defcribe 
with  accuracy  the  manners,  cuftoms,  dreffes,  languages,  antiquities,  traditions,  hiftory, 
religion  ;  in  a  word,  to  gain  every  information  which  might  tend  to  illuftrate  the  real 
ilate  of  the  Empire. 

In  confequencs  of  thefe  expeditions,  perhaps  no  country  can  boaff ,  within  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years,  fuch  a  number  of  excellent  publications  on  its  internal  ftate,  natural 
produdions,  topography,  geography,  and  hiftory  ;  on  the  manners,  cuftoms  and  lan- 
guages of  the  different  people,  as  have  iffued  from  the  prefs  of  the  Academy. 

The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  diftinguifhed  travellers  are  Pallas,  Gmelin,  Gulden- 
flaedtf,  Georgi,  and  Lepekin. 

•  The  firft  tranfaclions  of  this  foeiety  \vere  publifhed  in  1728,  and  intitled,  Commen' 
tcirii  Academia  Scicnliarum  Jmper'ialis  PetropolttmiiZ^  ad  An.  i  J  26,  wnh  a  dedication  to 
Peter  II.  The  publication  was  continued  under  this  form  until  the  year  1747,  when 
the  t  ran  faftions  were  called  Novi  \CommentariiAaidemicz,  &c.  In  1 677  the  Academy  again 
changed  the  title  into  Ada  Academics  Scientiarum  Iinpcrialis  Petropolitana,  and  altered  the 

•  Bach.  RiiCr.  Ei'nl.  vol.  i.  p.  jo. 

f   The  reader  will  find  an  account  of  Pallns,   Gmelin,  and  Guldenftaedt  in  the  next  chapter. 

1;  "  Himc  autcm  et  ftqitentes  tomos  Novoriiin  Commentariorum  nomine  ideo  venire,  quia  Acaderala  nunc 
novis  legibus  inllruAa  eft  ;  et   claffcs  hie  aliter,  ac  in  prscccdcntibus  tomis  fieri  folebat,   difpolitasinveniun- 

tur."     Nov.  Com.  Vol.  i.  p.  4. fn  this  fame  volume  the  ilalutes  fur   the  Regulation  of  the  Society, 

■jnder  its  cew  inftitutions,  arc  inferted,  p.  9 — 33. 
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arrangement  of  the  work.  The  papers,  which  had  been  hitherto  pubUflied  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  are  now  written  either  in  that  language  or  French  ;  and  a  preface  is  added, 
flyled  Partie  Hijloriquc,  which  contains  an  account  of  the  proceedings,  meetings,  ad- 
miflion  of  new  members,  and  other  occurrences  *.  Of  the  Commentaries,  fourteen 
volumes  were  publifhed ;  the  firft  of  the  New  Commentaries  made  its  appearance  in 
1750,  and  the  twentieth  in  1776.  Under  the  title  of  Acia  Academicc,  feveral  volumes 
have  been  given  to  the  public  :  and  two  are  to  be  printed  every  year.  Thefe  tranfac- 
tions  abound  with  ingenious  and  elaborate  difquifitions  on  various  parts  of  fcience  and 
natural  hiftory,  which  refleft  great  honour  upon  their  authors ;  and  it  may  not  be  an 
exaggeration  to  affert,  that  no  fociety  in  Europe  has  more  diflinguiflied  itfelf  for  the 
excellence  of  its  publications,  particularly  in  the  abflrufe  parts  of  the  pure  and  mixed 
mathematics. 

The  academy  is  ftill  compofed,  as  at  firfl;,  of  fifteen  profefiTors,  the  prefident  and 
direftor.  Each  profeflbr  has  a  houfe  and  an  annual  flipend  from  2i,ol.  to  600I.  Be- 
fide  the  profeflbrs,  there  are  four  adjuncts,  who  are  alfo  penfioned ;  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  at  the  fittings  of  the  fociety,  and  fucceed  to  the  firfl;  vacancies. 

This  general  account  of  the  efliablifliment,  progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  Aca- 
demy, will  be  naturally  fucceeded  by  a  defcription  of  the  library,  the  cabinet  of  natu- 
ral hiflory,  and  the  other  curiofities,  which  I  vifited  feveral  times  during  my  flay  at 
PeterflDurgh. 

The  hbrary  owed  its  origin  to  2,500  volumes  which  Peter  the  Great  feized  at  Mittau, 
in  his  Swedifh  campaign ;  it  was  afterwards  increafed  by  the  bounty  of  that  emperor, 
and  of  his  fucceflbrs,  and  kitely  enriched  by  the  curious  collection  of  Prince  Radzivil  at 
Newitz,  taken  by  the  Rufljans  in  1772,  during  the  troubles  of  Poland.  M.  Bachmeifler 
informed  me,  that  fince  this  lalt  acquifition,  the  number  of  books  amounted  to  thirty- 
fix  thoufand.  The  mofl  ancient  MSS.  are  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  written  in  1298^ 
and  a  Chronicle  of  Neftor,  the  earlieft  hiflorian  of  this  empire.  This  chronicle,  to- 
gether with  thofe  of  Novogorod,  Piefcof,  of  the  Ukraine,  Cafim,  and  Aflracan,  the 
genealogical  tables  of  the  early  greatdukes,  from  Vladimir  the  Great  to  the  Tzar  Ivan 
Vaflilievitch,  compiled  in  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  following  centuries,  convinced  me, 
that  Ruflia  is  extremely  rich,  as  well  in  documents  relating  to  its  more  remote  annals, 
as  to  thofe  of  later  times  f.  They  are  all  written  in  the  Sclavonian  tongue.  Among  the 
MSS.  relating  to  the  hiflory  of  Ruflia,  mufl  not  be  omitted  fixteen  volumes  in  folio, 
containing  an  acount  of  the  negotiations  of  Peter's  miniflers,  from  1711  to  1716; 
alfo  thirty  volumes  of  the  official  correfpondence  of  prince  Mentchikof,  from  1703  to 
1717  ;  thefe  colledions  would  ferve  as  good  materials  towards  compiling  an  authentic 
hiflory  of  Peter  the  Great,  a  work  much  wanted. 

One  MS.  although  of  very  modern  date,  is  yet  highly  valued,  on  account  of 
the  auguft  perfon  by  whom  it  was  written,  and  is  preferved  in  an  elegant  box  of  bronze,? 
gilt.  It  contains  the  inftrudions  of  the  Emprefs  to  the  committee  delegated  to  form  a 
new  code  of  laws;  inftrudions  drawn  up  by  herfelf,  and  written  with  her  own  hand. 
This  MS.  is  always  placed  upon  the  table,  whenever  the  members  of  the  Academy  hold 
a  folemn  meeting. 

Among  feveral  books,  the  librarian  {howed  me  a  volume,  containing  the  Ads  of' 
the  Apoftles,  and  the  Epiflles,  which  is  curious,  as  being  the  firft  book  printed  in 
Ruflia  I ;  it  bears  the  date  of  1564,  and  iflfued  from  the  prefs  eflablifhed  at  Mofcow, 

*   ^fta  Pet.  for  1771.  P.  I.  t  See  Chap.  8. 

1   Mr   Nichols   informs  us,  that  this  book  was  ten  years  in   the  prefa,  and  that  the  names  of  the  firft 
printers  were  Ivan  Hoderfon  and  i'eter  TimofiofFson.     See  "  The  Origin  of  Printing,  1776,"  p.  ab8. 
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The  paper  is  certainly  of  our  manufadure,  as  it  bears  the  Englifh  ftamp  ;  and  we  find 
in  Hac.kluyt,  that  paper  was  among  the  firfl:  imports  which  Ruffia  received  from 
England. 

This  library  contains,  perhaps,  more  Chinefe  books  than  any  other  colledion  in 
Europe.  They  are  claffed  in  port-folios,  and  confifl:  of  two  thoufand  eight  hundred 
feparate  pieces.  An  exa£l  catalogue  has  been  lately  made  by  Leontief,  who  pafled 
feveral  years  at  Pekin,  where  a  Ruffian  church  is  eftabliflied,  and  (Indents  are  permitted 
to  refide  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  the  language  *.  Hitherto  we  have  been  indebted 
almofl;  to  the  French  alone  for  accounts  of  the  Chinefe  empire  f-  The  amicable  in- 
tercourfe,  however,  which  has  for  fome  time  fubfifted  between  the  courts  of  Peterf- 
burgh  and  Pekin,  has  facilitated  the  acquifition  of  Chinefe  books ;  and  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  a  feminary  at  Pekin  has  led  the  Ruffians  to  obtain  a  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  that  country.  Hence  many  interefting  publications  have  appeared  at  Peterfburgh, 
relative  to  the  laws,  hiflory,  and  geography  of  China,  ejctradted  and  traflated  from  the 
originals  publiflied  at  Pekin. 

The  various  branches  of  natural  hiftory  are  diftributed  in  different  apartments. 
This  mufeum,  which  is  extremely  rich  in  native  productions,  has  been  confiderably 
augmented  by  numerous  fpecimens,  collefted  by  Pallas,  Gmelin,  Guldenftaedt,  and 
other  learned  profeflbrs,  during  their  late  expeditions  through  the  Ruffian  empire. 

The  ftufted  animals  and  birds  occupy  one  apartment.  Among  the  former  I  par- 
ticularly obferved  the  Equus  Heniiomis,  a  fpecies  of  wild  horfe,  which  bears  the  appear- 
ance of  a  mule  :  it  refembles  an  afs  in  the  mane,  ears,  feet,  and  tail,  and  principally 
in  the  black  ftreak  down  the  back ;  in  other  parts  it  is  like  a  horfe.  It  is  the  fame 
which  was  called  by  Ariftotle  the  Hemionos,  found  in  his  days  in  Syria,  and  which  he 
celebrates  for  its  amazing  fwiftnefs  and  fecundity  ;  it  is  denominated  by  the  Mongols 
djhiggetei,  which  fignities  eared  ;  is  alfo  known  among  naturalifts  by  the  name  of  ?niilus 
Daui-icus,  becaufe  it  is  found  in  Dauria,  about  the  rivers  Amoor,  Onon,  and  Orgoon. 
Thefe  animals,  however,  are  there  obferved  only  in  fmall  numbers,  detached  from  the 
numerous  herds  which  inhabit  the  deferts  of  Tartary,  to  the  fouth  of  the  Ruffian  do- 
minions. Their  fwiftnefs  is  proverbial,  and  is  faid  to  exceed  even  that  of  the  antelope : 
they  are  defcribed  by  the  Tartars  as  very  fierce,  and  fo  untraftable  as  not  to  be  tamed. 
Pallas  has  favoured  the  world  with  an  accurate  defcription  and  engraving  of  this  fingu- 
lar  animal,  in  the  New  Commentaries  of  the  Academy,  to  which  I  refer  the  reader,  as 
well  as  to  Pennant's  account,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds.  The  other  animals  pe- 
culiar to  Ruffia  and  the  adjacent  countries,  which  attraded  my  notice,  are  the  wild 
ram,  called  Argoli  by  the  Mongols,  by  Linnreus  Capra  Amman,  which  inhabits  the 
mountainous  deferts  fouth  of  the  lake  Baikal ;  the  Bos  Grunniens  of  Linnseus,  or 
grunting  ox  of  Pennant,  which  inhabits  Tartary  and  Thibet,  and  is  mentioned  here 
for  the  uncommon  beauty  of  the  tail,  full  and  flowing,  of  a  glolTy  and  filky  texture. 
Thefe  tails  form  a  coiifiderable  article  of  exportation  from  Thibet.  The  Indians  fallen 
fmall  bundles  of  the  hair  for  fly-flaps ;  the  Chinefe  dye  tufts  with  a  beautiful  fcarlet,  for 
the  decoration  of  their  caps,  and  the  Turks  employ  it  as  ornaments  |  to  their  ftandards. 
I  obferved  alfo  the  ibex,  or  bouquetin  §,  of  Siberia,  the  white  bear,  the  ermine,  the 
mufk-rat,  the  flying  fquirrel ;  among  the  amphibious  animals,  the  fea-horfe,  whofe  tuflc 

*   See  Ruffian  Difcoveries. 

f  The   account  of  Loid   Macartney's  embafly,  by  the  late  Sir  George  Staunton,  has  added  to  our 
knowledge  of  tliat  empire. 

%  The  Europeans  erroneouny  fuppofe  thefe  ornaments  to  be  made  from  horfe- tails. 
^  See  account  of  the  bouquetin,  in  Travels  in  Sjvitzerland,  Letter  4.1. 
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is  ufed  indead  of  ivory,  and  the  fea-otter,  which  is  caught  on  the  coaft  of  Kamtchatka, 
and  of  the  Aleutian  and  Fox  Iflands.  This  animal  is  greatly  prized  for  its  rich  and 
valuable  fur,  and  the  fkin  is  difpofed  of  to  the  Chinefe  at  a  high  price  *. 

The  coUedion  of  birds,  infers,  fifli,  (hells,  dried  plants,  all  ranged  in  exaft  order, 
and  after  the  fyflem  of  Linnceus,  next  attrafts  the  obfervation  of  the  naturalift. 

In  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  I  was  furprifed  at  the  number  and  variety  of  foflil 
bones,  teeth,  and  horns,  of  the  elephant,  rhinoceros,  and  buffalo,  difcovered  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  empire,  but  more  particularly  in  the  fouthern  regions  of  Siberia, 
where  thefe  animals  where  never  known  to  exift.  According  to  the  opinion  of  Peter, 
mho,  though  a  great  monarch,  was  certainly  no  great  naturalift,  the  teeth  found  near 
Voronetz  were  the  remains  of  elephants  belonging  to  the  army  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  who,  according  to  fome  hiftorians,  croffed  the  Don,  and  advanced  as  far  as 
Koftinka.  The  celebrated  Bayer  conjeftures  f,  that  the  bones  and  teeth  found  in 
Siberia  belonged  to  the  elephants  common  in  that  country,  during  the  wars  of  the 
Mongol  monarchs  with  the  Perfians  and  Indians  ;  and  this  plaufible  fuppofition  is  in 
fome  meafure  corroborated  by  the  difcovery  of  the  entire  flveleton  of  an  elephant  in 
one  of  the  Siberian  tombs.  But  this  opinion,  as  Pallas  juftly  obferves,  is  fufficiently 
refuted  by  the  confideration,  that  the  elephants  employed  in  all  the  armies  of  India 
could  never  have,  afforded  the  vaft  quantities  of  teeth  which  have  been  already  dif- 
covered |. 

The  fame  ingenious  naturalift  has  given  ample  defcription  of  thefe  fofTil  bones,  and 
endeavoured  to  account  for  their  origin  §.  On  examining  thofe  in  the  mufeum,  he 
was  led  to  conclude,  that  as  thefe  bones  are  equally  difperfed  in  all  the  northern  re- 
gions of  Europe,  the  climate  probably  was  in  the  earlier  ages  fufHciently  warm  to  be 
the  native  countries  of  the  elephant,  rhinoceros,  and  other  quadrupeds,  now  found 
only  in  the  fouth.  But  when  he  vifited,  during  his  travels,  the  fpots  where  the  fofTil 
bodfes  were  found,  and  could  form  a  judgment  from  his  own  obfervations,  and  not 
from  the  accounts  of  others,  he  candidly  renounced  his  former  hypothefis,  and,  in 
conformity  with  the  opinions  of  many  modern  philofophers,  afferted  that  they  muft 
have  been  brought  by  the  waters,  and  that  nothing  but  a  fudden  and  general  inunda- 
tion, fuch  as  the  deluge,  could  have  tranlported  them  from  their  native  countries  to  the 
regions  of  the  north.  In  proof  of  this  affertion  he  adds,  the  bones  are  generally  found 
feparate,  as  if  fcattered  by  the  waves,  covered  with  a  ftratum  of  mud,  evidently  form- 
ed by  the  waters,  and  commonly  intermixed  with  the  remains  of  marine  plants  (|, 
inftances  of  which  he  himfelf  obferved  during  his  progrefs  through  Siberia,  and  which 
fufficiently  prove  that  thefe  regions  of  Afia  were  once  overwhelmed  with  the  fea. 

The  mofl  curious  of  thefe  fpecimens  is  the  head  and  foot  of  a  rhinoceros,  vvhich 
were  dug  up  entire  in  a  bank  of  the  Vilui,  a  fmall  river  falling  into  the  Lena,  in  lati- 

*  See  Ruflian  Difcoveries.  f  Le  Biuyii's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  63. 

J  Nov.  Com.  XIII.  p.  440. 

§  Nov.  Com.  de  Ofiibas  Sibiria:  follilibus.  He  fayS,  that  in  no  country  more  foflil  bone.?  luivc  been 
difcovered  than  in  Siberia  ;  and  that  elephants'  tetth'have  been  dug  up  in  luch  plinty,  as  to  make  a  con- 
fiderable  article  of  trade. 

II  Pallas,  in  a  recent  publication,  has  defcribed  feveral  foflil  bones  lately  dug  up  in  ihe  government  of 
Cafan,  fome  whereof  were  fent  to  Peteifburgh  in  1779,  and  depofitid  in  the  mufeum  of  the  Academy. 
The  mod  remarkable  of  theft  bones  which  he  enumerates,  are  the  following  :  An  elephant's  tooih,  10 
fpans  "^i  inches  long,  and  15I  inches  in  circumference  ;  ditto,  5  feet  3  inches  in  length,  and  the  fame  in 
circumference  ;  feveral  bones  of  elephants  of  confiderablc  fize  ;  a  damaged  horn  of  a  rhinoceros,  2  feet  4 
inches  long  ,  a  jaw  of  a  rhinoceros,  3  fpans  and  1 J  inches  long,  containing  two  black  tetth,  &c.  Beiicbt 
von  Gtbeinen  groffer  aufiaendifcher  Thiere.     Palias's  Nordifche  Beytrage,  vol.  1.  .p.  173. 
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tude  64,  below  Yakutlk:  the  body  was  found  in  December  1771  ;  and  when  Pallas 
vifited  thofe  parts  the  following  year,  the  head  and  two  legs  were  fent  to  him  by  the 
governor  of  the  province,  and  by  him  tranfmitted  to  the  mufeum.  Even  the  fkin  and 
hair  are  very  apparent. 

The  account  of  the  difcovery  is  related  in  his  Travels  *. 

The  ores  coUefted  from  the  numerous  mines  of  the  Ruflian  empire,  highly  deferve 
the  attention  of  the  mineralogift.  In  fpeaking  of  this  colleftion,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf 
to  two  fpecimens  interefting  to  naturalifls  ;  native  copper,  and  a  large  mafs  of  native 
iron.  The  former  was  brought  from  a  fmall  ifland,  within  fight  of  Kamtchatka, 
which  takes  the  name  of  Mednoi  Oflrof,  or  Copper  Ifland,  from  the  pieces  of  nativ? 
copper  t  not  unfrequently  found  upon  the  beach. 

The  fpecimen  of  native  iron  is  part  of  a  mod  remarkable  mafs  of  that  metal  in  its 
pure  ftate,  blended  with  glafs-like  matter  J :  it  is  in  every  refpeft  perfect,  malleable, 
and  capable  of  being  forged  into  any  form  ;  fufceptible  of  rufl: ;  in  a  word,  poflefling 
all  the  qualities  of  iron.  It  was  difcovered  in  Siberia  by  Pallas,  who  favoured  me  with 
a  defcription,  which  will  ferve  to  elucidate  his  account  fent  to  the  Royal  Society.  Let 
me  only  remark,  that  I  repeatedly  examined  the  fpecimen,  and  found  its  real  ftate  to  be 
exaiStly  defcribed.  I  exprefsly  mention  thefe  circumftances,  as  fome  perfons  have 
doubted  theexiftence  of  this  block  of  native  iron ;  and  as  I  am  always  anxious,  when- 
ever I  have  it  in  my  power,  to  afcertaia  the  truth  of  every  relation  which  I  give  to  the- 
public* 

*  "  This  winter  the  hunters  of  Yakutflc  having  found,  near  the  rivulet  Vilui,  the  body  of  an  unknown 
animal,  the  head  and  two  hinder  feet  were  fent  to  Irkutflc  by  Ivan  Argunof,  vayvode  of  Vilitfk.  In  the 
account  of  this  difcovery,  dated  the  17th  of  January,  it  appears,  that  in  December,  about  twenty-fix. 
miles  above  Vilitflv,  the  body  of  an  animal  was  obferved  half  buried  in  the  fand,  about  a  fathom  from  the 
water,  and  four  fathom  from  a  deep  cliff.  Being  meafured.  It  was  found  to  be  feven  feet  feven  inches  in 
length,  and  in  height  about  feven  feet  fix  inches.  The  hide  was  entire,  the  body  appeared  of  its  natural 
bulk  ;  but  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  only  the  head  and  feet  could  be  carried  away  ;  one  of  the  feet  was  fent  to. 
Yakutflc,  and  the  remainder  to  Irkutfk.  On  infpeftion,  they  feemed  to  have  belonged  to  a  full-grown 
rhinoceros ;  and  a<  the  head  was  entirely  covered  with  the  flcin,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  faft.  Oa 
one  fide  the  fmall  hairs  were  ftiU  perfeft.  The  exterior  organization  was  well  preferved,  and  the  eye-lids 
were  not  entirely  corrupted.  Here  and  there,  under  the  ll<in,  and  the  bones,  and  alfo  in  the  hollow  part 
of  the  /l<ull.,  was  found  a  flimy  fubftance,  the  remains  of  the  putrid  flelh  ;  and  upon  the  feet,  befide  the- 
/lime,  parts  of  the  tendons  and  finews  were  obferved.  Both  the  horn  and  hoofs  were  wanting  ;  but  the 
hollow  in  which  the  horn  had  been  fet,  and  the  edge  of  the  ikin  which  encircled  its  bafe,  being  apparent 
and  the  cloven  feparation  of  the  hoofs  being  vifible,  afforded  undoubted  proof  that  the  animal  was  a  rhi* 
iioceros.  I  Ihall  here  mention  a  few  circumftances,  which  I  obtained  from  Argunof,  relative  to  the  place 
where  the  remains  of  the  rhinoceros  were  difcovered,  and  add  a  few  conjcftures  on  the  podibility  of  their 
prefervation  during  fo  long  a  period.  The  country  about  the  Vilui  is  mountainous  ;  and  the  mountains 
confift  of  ftrata,  partly  ot  fand  and  limeftone,  partly  of  clay  mixed  with  many  pebbles.  The  body  was 
found  in  a  hill,  compofed  of  fand  and  pebbles,  about  fifteen  fathoms  high  ;  it  was  buried  deep  in  a  coarfe 
gravelly  fand  ;  and  was  preferved  by  the  frolt,  as  the  ground  in  that  part  Is  never  thawed  at  any  confi- 
derable  depth.  Without  this  circumftance  the  Ikin  and  other  parts  of  this  quadruped  would  not  have  been 
fo  long  preferved.  For  we  cannot  aflign  the  quick  tranfportation  of  this  animal,  from  its  native  country 
in  the  fouth  to  thefe  cold  regions,  to  a  later  period,  or  to  a  Itfs  important  caufe,  than  to  the  deluge  ;  as 
the  mod  ancient  hillories  of  mankind  make  bo  mention  of  any  later  revolution  of  this  globe,  which  could, 
with  equal  probability,  have  buried  thefe  remains  of  the  rhinoceros,  as  well  as  the  bones  of  elephants  fcatr 
tered  throughout  Siberia."  Pallas  Reife,  part  iii.  p.  97. 

■\   See  Ruffian  Difcoveries. 

^  It  appears,  by  Meyer's  analyfis  of  this  mineral,  that  the  glafs-like  matter  conCfts  of  eight  parts  of 
ferrugineous  earth,  twenty- feven  of  filicious  earth,  and  twenty  five  of  the  earth-of  magnefia.  See  Meyer's 
••  Verfuche  mit  der  von  dem  Herns  Prof.  Pallas  in  Sibcrien  gefundenen  Eifenftuffej"  in  Befchaeftigungem, 
ier  Berlin.  Gtfellfchsft.     Vol,  iii.  p.  405. 

"This^r 


coxe's  travels 


4^ 


IN    RUSSIA.  827 

*'  This  mafs,  which  exhibits  the  firfl  inflanco  of  native  iron  ever  found  in  a  pcrfedl 
ftate  of  malleability,  was  difcovered  on  an  eminence  oppofite  to  Mount  Mcmis,  near 
the  eaftern  banlc  of  the  Yenisei,  between  the  rivulets  Oberi  and  Sifim,  which  fall  inio 
that  river  above  the  town  of  Krafnoyarlk.  It  was  a  fcparate  mafs,  which  .feemcd  to 
have  been  detached,  by  a  lapfe  of  time,  from  the  hill  on  which  it  reded  ;  and  what  is 
very  remarkable,  the  chain  of  mountains,  among  which  it  was  found,  do  not  afford 
the  lead  traces  of  any  volcano,  any  remains  of  forges  or  ancient  mines,  or  in  any  other 
part  the  fmalleft  appearances  of  native  iron.  Within  three  hundred  and  fevcnty-four 
ards  of  the  fpot  where  it  was  obferved,  is  a  rich  vein  of  blueifh  magnetic  ore  ;  which, 
eing  vifited  by  the  Ruffian  miners,  firfl:  led  to  the  difcovery  of  the  infulated  mafs.  In 
its  original  ftate,  it  weighed,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty  Englifli  pounds,  and 
was  incrufted  in  moft  parts  with  a  thick  coat  of  blackiffi  iron  ore.  The  infide  confifts 
of  pure  malleable  iron,  divided  by  irregular  cavities,  which  are  filled  with  a  vitrified 
tranfparent  fubftance,  yellow  for  the  moft  part,  but  black  in  a  few  places,  efpecially 
near  the  furface,  and  blended  here  and  there  with  ochre.  Thofe  who  have  never  feen 
any  part  of  this  mafs  may  be  difpofed  to  conclude  that  it  muft  have  been  the  effeft  of 
art ;  but  they  who  examine  it  with  attention  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  entirely 
natural,  although  they  cannot  account  for  the  mode  of  its  produQion." 

The  anatomical  cabinet  is  highly  efteemed ;  it  was  prepared  by  Ruyfch,  a  celebrated 
anatomift  of  the  Hague,  and  fold,  in  1717,  to  Peter  the  Great,  for  30,000  florins*. 
This  coUedion  is  remarkable  for  the  regular  fucceffion  of  foetufes  in  fpirits,  from  the 
earlieft  period  of  conception  to  the  birth  of  the  infant ;  and  for  the  injedions  of  the 
brain  and  eye.  The  membranes  of  the  eye  are  fo  fine  and  tender,  that  it  requires  in- 
finite care  to  injefl:  them  ;  and  Ruyfch  fucceeded  in  this  difficult  operation.  He  fup- 
pofed  that  he  had  difcovered  a  new  membrane  in  the  choroides  of  the  eye,  which  is  from 
him  called  Ruyfchian  ;  and  although,  in  the  opinion  of  the  moft  able  anatomifts,  he  did 
not  fuccced  in  his  attempts  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  this  new  membrane  f,  yet  his 
labours  muft  be  efteemed  of  great  ufe,  and  his  injedions  of  the  finer  veffels  of  the  eye 
are  juftly  admired  for  their  fuperior  delicacy. 

I  haften  to  the  chamber  of  rarities,  in  which,  among  the  moft  confpicuous  curiofities, 
muft  be  mentioned  the  arms  and  ornaments  found  in  the  tombs  of  Siberia,  many  of 
which  are  of  great  value  J,  being  of  maffive  gold,  and  of  elegant  workmanfliip.     Thefe 

ornaments 

*  About  3,oool. 

f  He  affirmed,  that  he  divided  the  choroides  into  two  membranes ;  but  it  is  now  the  received  opinion, 
that  he  only  fplit  the  fame  membrane  into  two  parts. 

J  The  quantity  of  gold  found  in  thofe  tombs  is  fcarcely  credible.  One  which  was  opened  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Irtifli,  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  Archasologia  : 

"  After  removing  a  very  deep  covering  of  earth  and  llones,  the  workmen  came  to  three  vaults  conftrufted 
of  ftones  of  rude  workmanfhip. 

"  That  wherein  the  Prince  was  depofited,  which  was  in  the  centre,  and  the  largeft.  of  the  three,  was 
eafily  diftinguifhed  by  the  fword,  fpear,  bow,  quiver,  and  arrow,  which  lay  befide  him.  In  the  vault  be- 
yond him,  towards  which  his  feet  lay,  were  hishorfe,  bridle,  faddle,  and  ftirrups.  The  body  of  the  Prince- 
lay  in  a  reclining  poflure,  upon  a  fneet  of  pure  gold,  extending  from  head  to  foot,  and  another  fhcet  of 
gold  of  the  like  dimenfions  was  fpread  over  him.  He  was  wrapped  in  a  rich  mantle,  bordered  with  gold, 
and  ftudded  with  rubies  and  emeralds.  His  head,  neck,  breaft,  and  arms  naked,  and  without  any  orna- 
ment. 

"  In  the  lefTer  vault  lay  the  Princefs,  diftinguifhed  by  her  female  ornaments.  She  was  placed  reclining 
againlt  the  walls,  with  a  gold  chain  of  many  links,  fet  with  rubies,  round  her  neck,  and  gold  bracelets  round 
her  arms.  The  head,  breaft,  and  arms  were  naked.  The  body  was  covered  with  a  rich  robe,  but  without 
any  bolder  of  gold  or  jewels,  and  was  laid  on  a  (heet  of  fine  gold,  and  covered  over  with  another.     The 
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ornaments  confift  of  bracelets,  fame  of  which  weigh  a  pound  ;  collars  In  the  fhape  of 
ferpents  }  vafes,  crowns,  bucklers,  rings,  figures  of  animals  richly  carved  in  gold  and 
filver ;  fabres  with  golden  hilts,  ornamented  with  precious  ftones  ;  Tartar  idols,  and 
other  antiquities.  Some  of  thefe  antiquities  were  copper  knives,  fpears,  and  fwords,  but 
the  greater  part  of  maflive  gold,  and  of  elegant  workmanfliip.  But  how  are  we  to  ac- 
count for  the  exiftence  of  a  civilized  nation,  capable  of  thefe  works  of  art,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Irtifli,  the  Tobol,  and  the  Yenifci  ?  This  queftion  is  fatisfaftorily  folved  by  Mai- 
ler, who  made  refcarches,  and  publiflied  an  excellent  treatife  on  the  fubjett  *. 

After  defcribing  the  different  fpecies  of  tombs  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Siberia,  he 
adds :  "  That  as  in  feveral  the  bones  of  men,  women,  and  horfes,  have  been  found,* 
with  javelins,  bows,  arrows,  and  other  weapons,  it  is  evident  that  the  fame  ancient  fu- 
perflition,  which  (till  reigns  in  India,  was  formerly  prevalent  in  Siberia ;  namely,  that 
departed  fouls  follow  the  fame  occupations  in  a  future  ftate,  which  they  purfued  in  this 
world  f.  For  this  purpofe,  at  the  demife  of  a  diftinguiftied  perfon,  his  favourite  wife,. 
fervants,  and  horfes,  were  facrificed  at  his  tomb,  and  buried  with  him;  and  for  the  lame 
reafon  his  arms,  drefs,  and  accoutrements,  were  alfo  interred  :  hence  the  Indian  wives, 
to  this  day,  throw  themfelves  on  the  funeral  pile  of  their  hufbands."  MuUer  corrobo- 
rates this  opinion  by  obierving,  that  according  to  the  archives  of  Yakutik,  he  found  this 
cuftom  fubfifted  among  the  inhabitants  when  the  Ruffians  conquered  Siberia.  He  next 
endeavours  to  afcertain  the  people  to  whom  thefe  burial  places  belonged ;  and  he  is 
equally  judicious  in  the  folution  of  this  difficult  enquiry.  The  richeii  of  thefe  burial 
places,  he  fays,  were  made  in  the  time  of  Zlnghis  Khan  and  his  immediate  fucceffors. 
The  moft  valuable  tombs  being  found  near  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  the  Tobol,  and  the 
Irtifli  ;  the  next  in  value  in  the  deferts  of  the  Yenifei ;  and  the  pooreft  in  the  countries 
bordering  on  the  lake  Baikal ;  he  fuppofes  them  all  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Mongol 
hords  at  different  periods. 

Zinghis,  or  Tchinghis  Khan  laid  the  foundation  of  this  vaif  power  in  the  beginning 
of  the  1 3th  century  The  roving  hordes  of  Mongols,  who  were  firfl  reduced  under 
his  dominion,  inhabited  the  countries  about  the  rivers  Selenga,  Tola,  Orkon,  and  Anon, 
Ifretching  from  the  Amoor  to  the  Mongol  Defert,  which  leads  to  the  wall  of  China. 
Thefe  hordes  were  at  that  time  a  poor  tribe  ;  and  hence  the  tombs  which  are  found  in 
thofe  parts  are  fcantily  provided  with  rich  accoutrements,  and  ornaments  of  value. 

Zinghis  having  fubjected  the  Mongols,  turned  his  arms  to  different  quarters.  With 
the  aid  of  thefe  warlike  tribes,  he  and  his  fucceffors  conquered  great  part  of  China,  In- 
dependent Tartary,  Perfia,  and  India,  and  held  for  fome  years  almolt  all  Ruffia  under 
their  yoke.  The  plunder  of  fuch  extenfive  countries  centered  for  the  moft  part  in  the 
capital  of  the  chief  Khan,  acknowledged  by  all  the  feudal  princes  as  the  head  of  that 
vaft  empire,  which,  on  the  death  of  Zinghis,  was  divided  into  many  independent  prin- 


four  fheets  of  gold  weighed  forty  pounds.     The  robeo  of  both  looked  fair  and  complete,  but  upon  touching', 
crumbled  into  duft." 

Demidof's  Account  of  certain  Tartarian  Antiquities,  in  the  Archa;ologia,  vol.  ii.  p    223,  224. 
*  See  Mr.  Muller's  excellent  Treatife  Von  den  Altern  Graebern  in  Siberia  in  Haygold,  vol.  ii.  p.  155  ; 
alfo  in  the  Journal  of  St.  Pel.  for  1779. 
t  Or  as  the  poet  has  elegantly  expreffed  it : 

■'  ^it  gratia  currum 

Armorumque  fuit  -vivis,  qu/s  cura  nhentis- 

Fajcere  equets  (odsm  fe^uitur  kllure  repojlot,  ^neid,  lib.  vi.  653. 
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cipalities.  This  capital  was,  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  fitunted  be- 
tween the  Yaik  and  Irtifli  *  ;  and  accordingly  the  richefl  fepulchres  are  difcovered  in 
the  parts  lying  between  thofe  two  rivers. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  power  of  the  Mongols  was  anni- 
hilated in  thefe  parts,  and  there  feems  no  other  period,  but  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries,  in  which  they  could  have  colledtd  fuch  an  immenfe  booty  as  the  ornaments- 
found  in  thefe  tombs  feem  to  indicate. 

A  long  gallery  contains  the  various  drelTes  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  Ruffian  empire, 
and  of  many  eaftern  nations :  among  which  the  Chinefe  are  the  mod  confiderable.  One 
apartment  is  filled  with  the  dreffes,  arms,  and  implements  brought  from  the  new-dif- 
covered  iflands  between  Afia  and  America,  and  from  the  parts  of  the  continent  vifited 
by  the  Ruffian  veiTels.  Some  of  thefe  fpecimens  are  the  fame  which  ax'e  mentioned  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Ruffian  Voyages,  namely,  caps  beautifully  adorned  with  long  ftream- 
ers  of  hair  like  ancient  helmets  ;  clothes  made  with  the  ikins  of  fea-otters,  of  rein-deer, 
and  of  birds  painted  red,  and  ornamented  with  fringes  of  leather,  hair,  or  fmews  ;  alfo 
wooden  mafks,  reprefenting  the  heads  of  large  filh  and  fea-animals,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants occafionally  wear  at  feflivals  f. 

In  this  gallery  are  various  idols,  which  Pallas  procured  from  the  Calmuc  or  Mongol 
hordes  roving  in  Siberia,  many  of  whom  are  ftill  plunged  in  a  Itate  of  the  groflefl:  idola- 
try, and  follow  the  religion  of  the  Dalai  Lama.  Some  of  thefe  deities  are  delineated, 
on  canvas  ;  others  are  of  clay,  painted  or  gilt ;  a  few  are  of  bronze,  chiefly  procured 
from  Thibet.  They  are  modly  grotefque  figures,  with  many  hands  and  arms,  fitting 
crofs-legged,  and  fimilar  to  thofe  worfhipped  by  many  feds  in  the  Eaft  :  they  are  hol- 
low, and  generally  filled  with  relics  and  fentences  of  prayers.  Engravings  of  the  molt 
remarkable  idols  are  given  in  Pallas's  Travels  |. 

The  coUeftion  of  Ruffian  coins  throws  a  confiderable  light  on  the  early  hillory  of  this 
country.  The  mod  ancient  fubftitutes  for  money  were  fmall  pieces  of  leather,  or  of 
martens*  Ikin  ;  but  in  their  dealings  with  foreigners,  the  Ruffians,  like  the  Chinefe, 
exchanged  their  merchandize  for  gold  and  filver  in  bullion.  The  firft  ?era  of  coining 
in  Ruffia  is  unknown  ;  but  the  art  was  probably  derived  from  the  Tartars.  The 
coins  §  are  ranged  in  nine  clafies. 

1 .  The  firfl  contains  thofe  without  infcriptions ;  thefe,  which  are  undoubtedly  the 
moft  ancient,  exhibit  in  one  or  two  inflances  a  human  figure  on  horfeback,  wielding  a 
fword  ;  but  are  for  the  moft  part  ftamped  with  the  rude  reprefentations  of  certain 
animals,  which  ||  denote  their  Tartarian  origin.  The  cycle  or  period  of  computation 
employed  by  the  Tartars,  was  fimilar  to  that  (till  ufed  by  the  Chinefe  and  Mongols,  and 
contained  twelve  years,  each  fucceffively  marked  by  a  different  animal:    i.  a  moufej 

*  Rubruquis,  in  his  journey  to  the  Khan  Magnu,  fuccenbr  of  Zinghis  Khan,  defcribes  the  lad  river  he 
crofled  to  be  the  Yaik,  and  as  he  never  mentions  the  Irtifh,  it  is  probable  that  the  feat  of  the  court  was 
between  thefe  two  rivers^ 

Thefe  ornaments  are  execated  vrith  fuch  tafte  and  elegance,  as  to  render  it  probable  that  they  were  exe- 
cuted by  Eiitop;an?,  drawn  by  the  liberality  of  Zinghis  IChan  and  his  fucceffors  ;  and  Rubruquii  met,  at 
the  court  of  Magnu,  William  Boucher,  a  Frencli  goldfmith. 

f  See  Ruffir.n  Difcoveries,  alfo  Cook's  and  Vancouver's  Vo)--2ges. 

%  See  Lord  Macartney's  Embafly  ;  Turner's  Embafly. 

§  Le  Clerc  has  lately  favoured  the  public  with  a  curious  account  of  the  Numlfmatic  Hiftory  of  Ruffia, 
which  he  has  rendered  extremely  valuable  by  engravings  of  one  hundred  and  feveaty-feven  of  the  moil  ancient 
coins.     See  Hid.  de  la  Ruff.  Ane.  vol.  ii.  p.  527  to  549. 

II  Sherebatof  in  Journ,  St.  Pet.  for  1781,  part  ii.  p.  15, 
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■2.  an  ox;  3.  a  tiger;  4.  a  hare;  5.  a  crocodile  or  dragon;  6.  a  ferpent;  7.  a  horfe  ; 
8.  a  lamb;  9.  an  ape  ;  10.  alien;  11.  a  dog;  12.  a  hog.  Of  thefe  all  but  the  croco- 
dile, the  ape,  and  the  hare,  appear  on  the  coins  ;  and  perhaps  the  Tartars  who  over-ran 
Ruffia,  ufed  inftead  of  them,  the  fwan,  harpy,  and  fyren.  The  coins  imprefled  with 
the  figures  above-menu'oned,  were  probably  ftruck  in  the  correfponding  years  of  the 
cycle.  The  annual  tribute  paid  by  the  Ruffians  to  the  Tartars  was  marked  by  the  ani- 
mals which  denote  the  particular  year  of  the  cycle  ;  and,  as  in  Ibme  coins  two  of  thefe 
animals  are  reprefented  at  the  fame  time,  probably  the  tribute  of  two  years  was  delivered 
at  once.  2.  Coins  with  a  Tartar  infcription  exhibit  images  of  men  on  foot,  or  on 
horfeback,  holding  in  their  hands  a  fabre,  a  lance,  and  a  falcon  ;  alfo  of  griffins,  goats, 
fowls,  and  fwans.  3.  Coins  with  Tartar  and  Ruffian  infcriptions.  4.  Coins  with  only 
Ruffian  characters  without  date.  We  may  remark  on  the  three  lail:  clafles,  that  the 
charafters  infcribed  on  the  coins  were  fometimes  Tartar,  fometimes  Ruffian,  and  fome- 
times  both  ;  as  the  fovereigns  were  more  or  Icfs  fubjeft  to  the  Tartar  yoke.  5.  Coins 
of  the  Great  Dukes,  beginning  from  Vaffili  Deniitrievitch,  and  ending  with  thofe  of 
of  Vaffili  Ivanovitch.  The  year  in  which  the  Great  Duke  firft  ilruck  money  at  Mof- 
cow  is  not  afcertained  ;  but  from  the  Ruffian  infcription  on  the  mofl  ancient  pieces  of 
this  clafs,  Vn^es  Veliki  VaJJili,  the  Great  Duke  Vaffili,  probably  about  the  year  14245 
when  Vaffili  Demitrievitch  obtained  a  complete  viftory  over  Kundal,  Khan  of  the  Tar- 
tars. The  year  before  the  death  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  a  coin  was  (truck  by  Ariftotle 
of  Bologna,  who,  with  other  foreign  artifts,  vi-as  drawn  by  that  Prince  to  Mofcow. 
6.  Coins  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  who  held  independent  principalities,  thofe  of  Ga- 
litz,  Svenigorod,  Mofliaiflc,  Bielofero,  Sufdal,  Refan,  Tver,  &c.  7.  Thofe  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns,  which  had  the  right  of  coining  ;  Novogorod,  Plefcof,  Mofcow,  Tver,  &c. 
The  moft  ancient  are  thofe  of  Novogorod,  where  the  Tartar  money  had  no  currency  ; 
as  the  commercial  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations  has  introduced  the  Lithuanian  and 
Swediffi  fpecie. 

8.  Coins  from  the  Tzar  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  to  the  majority  of  Peter  the  Great.  The 
firll  gold  piece  was  made  in  the  reign  of  Ivan,  when  the  impreffion  was  greatly  im- 
proved. On  fome  of  thefe  pieces  I  obferved  on  one  fide  the  fpread-eagle  and  an  uni- 
corn, and  on  the  reverfe,  the  fpread-eagle,  with  a  St.  George  and  the  dragon  on  its 
breaft.  The  firlt  introduction  of  the  fpread-eagle  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  with  the  Greek  Princefs  Sophia,  in  whofe  right  he  is  faid 
to  have  founded  pretenfions  to  the  Greek  empire,  and  to  have  borne  that  device  upon 
his  arms.  But  we  have  no  proof  of  the  fa£l,  either  from  the  coins  of  this  monarch,  or 
from  the  accounts  of  Herberftein  and  Poffevinus ;  and  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11.  was  un- 
doubtedly the  firft  Prince  under  whom  the  device  of  the  fpread-eagle  was  ftamped  on 
the  coin ;  but  hiftory  is  filent  on  what  occafion  it  was  aflumed.  The  firft  rouble,  which 
before  was  only  ufed  like  our  pound  fterling  in  computing,  was  coined  by  Alexey  Mi- 
chaelovitch.  In  this  clafs  are  three  coins  remarkable  in  the  hiftory  of  the  empire  :  the 
firft  is  a  Ruffian  ducat,  having  the  heads  of  the  two  Tzars  Ivan  and  Peter  Alexievitch 
on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  that  of  their  fifter  Sophia,  with  the  crown,  fceptre,  and 
royal  robes.  The  others  are  two  coins  of  Ivan  and  Peter,  which  baffle  the  conjeftures 
of  hiftorians  :  they  bear  no  date ;  and  as  thefe  Princes  were  joint  fovereigns,  no  anti- 
quary has  accounted  for  their  feparate  reprefentation,  when  the  money  during  their 
,'eiga  was,  excepting  in  this  inftance,  uniformly  imprefled  with  both  their  heads.  9.  The 
laft  clafs  coinprifes  all  the  money  ifl"ued  by  Peter  and  his  fucceflbrs  ;  upon  comparing 
thefe  with  the  preceding  coins,  it  is  evident  to  the  commoneft  obferver,  how  much  the 
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die  was  correfted  by  Peter  the  Great  on  his  return  from  his  travels  j  and  that  fince  his 
time  it  has  gradually  degenerated  *- 

The  cabinet  is  rich  in  Eaftern  coins  ;  containing,  among  others,  thofe  of  the  Caliphs 
of  Arabia  and  Samarcand  ;  of  the  Khans  of  Bulgaria,  Crim  Tartary,  and  Afof,  and  of 
the  Mongol  tribe  called  by  the  Ruffians  the  Golden  Horde.  Among  the  Indian  pieces 
are  the  twelve  roupees,  reprefenting  the  twelve  figns  of  the  Zodiac,  of  Queen  Nourma- 
hall,  whofe  hiifory,  related  in  the  travels  of  Tavernier  tj  has  more  the  air  of  an  Eaftera 
tale  than  of  a  true  narrative  J. 

In  an  adjoining  apartment,  I  was  (truck  with  a  waxen  figure  of  Peter  the  Great,  as 
large  as  life,  fitting  in  an  armed  chair.  The  features  bear  an  exaft  refemblance  to  the 
original,  being  taken  from  a  mould  applied  to  his  face  when  dead,  and  coloured  in 
imitation  of  his  complexion.  The  eye-brows  and  hair  are  black,  the  eyes  dark,  the 
complexion  fwarthy,  the  afpedi:  ferocious,  and  the  head  inclined  to  one  fide,  according 
to  his  ufual  habit.  He  was  very  tall  /  and  on  meafuring  the  figure,  as  well  as  the  pot 
ture  would  permit,  the  height  exceeded  fix  feet.  It  is  clothed  in  the  only  full  drefe 
which  that  Emperor  ever  wore,  the  fame  which  he  had  on,  when  he  placed  the  crown 
upon  the  head  of  his  beloved  Catherine.  This  drefs  is  of  blue  filk  richly  embroidered 
with  filver;  the  fiockings  of  flelh  coloured  filk,  with  filver  clocks.  But  I  fhould  have 
received  more  fatisfaftion  in  contemplating  this  great  monarch's  image,  drefled  in  the 
plain  green  uniform,  and  brafs-hilted  fword  and  hat,  which  are  preferved  in  the  fame 
room,  and  were  worn  by  him  at  the  battle  of  PuUava ;  the  hat  is  pierced  near  the 
crown  by  araufket  ball.  This  apartment  contains  alfo  the  trowfers,  -worited  ftockings, 
fhoes,  and  cap,  which  he  wore  at  Sardam,  when  he  worked  as  a  fliipwright  in  the  cha- 
raflier  of  Mafter  Peter. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  have  paid  the  greateft  refpeft  to  the  memory  of  their  i!- 
luftrious  founder,  by  preferving  in  their  mufeum  the  horfe  which  he  rode  at  the  battle 
of  Pultava,  two  favourite  dogs,  his  turning-lathe  and  tools,  feveral  fpecimens  of  his 
workmanfliip  ;  an  iron  bar,  with  the  following  infcription ;  "  1 724,  Thurfday,  Feb.  21, 
His  Majefty  Peter  I.  being  at  Olonetz,  forged  this  bar  with  his  own  hand."  I  muft 
not  omit  three  goblets  of  filver,  prefented  to  the  fame  monarch  on  launching  three  fhips 
of  the  line,  conftrufted  under  his  immediate  direftion.  One  of  thefe  goblets,  con- 
taining fixty-five  medals  of  the  French  Kings,  was  the  gift  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine, 
who  equally  availed  herfelf  of  her  hufband's  virtues  and  foibles  to  win  his  afFedions. 
Another  article  which  engaged  my  attention,  was  the  model  of  avefiel  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  guns,  given  by  William  III.  to  Peter  during  his  refidence  in  England. 
The  Emperor,  who  had  received  many  marks  of  the  King's  friendfliip,  prefented  him 
with  a  diamond  of  great  value,  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  common  brown  paper;  an  em- 
blem of  himfelf  and  his  nation,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  were  yet  under  a  coarfe 
cover. 

This  account  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  fhould  not  be  clofed  without  mentioning 
the  Celeftial  Sphere,  or  Globe  of  Gottorp,  placed  in  a  detached  building,  to  preferve 
it  from  fire.  It  is  a  large  hollow  fphere,  eleven  feet  in  diameter,  containing  a 
table,  and  feats  for  twelve  perfons.  The  infide  reprefents  the  vifible  furface  of  the 
heavens :  the  ftars  are  diftinguifhed,  according  to  their  refpedive  magnitudes,  by  gilded 
nails.     It  is  fet  to  the  meridian  of  Peterfburgh  j  and,  being  turned  by  a  curious  piece 

*  See  Effai  fur  la  Bib.  p.  245.     Verfuch  ueber  die  alien  Ruflichen  Muentzen,     Journ.  St.  Pet.  1781. 
t  TaveinierVTraveh/  Part  II.  p.  10.  %  Dachmeifter,  EfTai  fur  la  Bibl.  p.  254.. 
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of  mechanifm,  exhibits  the  true  pofition  of  the  heavens.  Th<?  outfide  reprefents  the 
terreftrial  globe.  This  machine  is  called  the  Globe  of  Gottorp,  from  the  original  of 
that  name,  which,  at  the  expenceof  Frederic  III.  Duke  of  Holftein,  was  erefted  at  Got- 
torp  by  Andrew  Bufh,  under  thediredion  of  Adam  Olearius*.  It  was  planned  after 
a  defign  found  among  the  papers  of  the  celebrated  Tycho  Brahe,  and  prefented  by 
Frederic  IV.  King  of  Denmark  to  Peter  the  Great,  who  faw  it  in  17 13,  and  expreifed 
much  fatisfaftion  at  its  curious  ftrufture  and  mechanifm.  The  carriage  of  fo  cumbrous 
a  machine  from  Gottorp  to  Peterfburgh  was  attended  with  great  expence  and  labour. 
It  was  conveyed  over  the  fnow  upon  rollers  and  fledges  to  Riga,  and  from  thence  was 
fent  by  fea  to  the  new  metropolis!.  This  fphere  was  afterwards  ereded  in  the  building 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  burnt  in  1747.  From  the  iron  plates  or  (keleton, 
the  prefent  globe  was  condrufted,  with  confiderable  additions,  and  placed,  in  1751, 
in  its  prefent  pofition.  It  is  of  the  fame  fizeas  the  original ;  and  is  far  preferable*,  be- 
caufe  all  the  modern  difcoveries  in  geography  and  aftronomy  have  been  added.  The 
mefidian  and  horizon  were  formed  by  Scott,  an  Englilh  mechanic  |. 

The  Academy  of  Arts  was  eftablifhed  by  Elizabeth,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  Count 
Schuvalof,  and  annexed  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences :  the  fund  was  4,000!.  per  annum, 
and  the  foundation  for  forty  fcholars.  Catherine  formed  it  into  a  fepartate  inftitution, 
enlarged  the  annual  revenue  to  x  2,oool.,  and  augmented  the  number  of  fcholars  to  300  : 
(he  alfo  conftruded,  for  the  ufe  and  accommodation  of  the  members,  a  large  circular 
building,  which  fronts  the  Neva.  The  fcholars  are  admitted  at  the  age  of  fix,  continue 
until  they  have  attained  that  of  eighteen ;  and  are  inftrufted  in  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, the  French,  and  German  languages,  and  drawing.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  they 
are  at  liberty  to  chufe  any  of  the  following  arts,  divided  into  four  clafTes.  i.  Painting 
in  all  its  branches  of  hiftory,  portraits,  battles,  and  landfcapes;  architefture ;  Mofaic  ; 
enamelling ;  &c.  2.  Engraving  on  copper-plates,  feal-cutting,  &c.  3.  Carving  in 
wood,    ivory,  and  amber.      4.  Watch-making,  turning,  inftrument-making,  calling 

•  Bufching  Erdbefchriebung,  article  Gottorp.     Ada  Pet.  for  1777,  Fart  II.  p.  7. 
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j  Travellers  are  too  apt,  in  defcribing  foreign  countries,  to  overlook  their  own,  and  to  reprefent  many 
cLjefts  as  extraordinary  and  peculiar,  which  may  fometimes  be  found  in  greater  perfeftion  at  honne.  To 
avoid  the  imputation  of  this  partial  proceeding,  I  ihall  here  add,  that  this  allroiiomical  machine  is  far  infe- 
rior in  fize  to  one  erefted  at  Pembroke  college,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  by  the  late  Dr.  Long, 
inafter  of  that  fociety,  wliicl)  i.s  thus  defcribed  by  the  dodor  hiniltif : 

"  I  have,  in  a  room  lately  built  in  Pembroke-Hall,  ereftcd  a  fphere  of  eighteen  feet  diameter,  wherein 
above  thirty  perfons  may  fit  conveniently;  the  entrance  into  it  is  over  the  fouth  pole,  by  fix  ileps ;  the 
frame  of  the  fphere  coniiilsof  a  number  of  iron  meridians,  not  complete  femicirles,  the  northern  ends  of 
which  are  fcrewed  to  a  large  round  plate  of  brafs,  with  an  hole  in  the  centre  of  it  ;  through  tnii  hole  from 
abeam  in  the  ceiling,  comes  the  north  pole,  a  round  iron  rod,  about  three  inches  long,  and  fupports  the 
upper  parts  of  the  fphere  to  its  proper  elevation  for  the  latitude  of  Cambridge  ;  the  lower  part  of  the 
fphere,  lb  much  of  it  as  is  invifiblein  England,  is  cut  off;  and  the  lower  or  fouthern  ends  of  the  meridians, 
or  truncated  femicircles,  terminate  on,  and  are  fcrewed  down  to,  a  llrong  circle  of  oak,  of  about  thirteen 
feet  diameter,  which,  when  the  fphere  is  put  into  motion,  runs  upon  large  rollers  of  lignum  vitis,  in  the 
xnanner  that  the  tops  of  fome  wind-mills  are  made  to  turn  round.  Upon  the  iron  meridians  is  fixed  a  zo- 
diac of  tin  painted  blue,  whereon  the  ecliptic  and  heliocenttic  orbits  of  the  planets  are  drawn,  and  the  con- 
ftellations  and  ftara  traced  ;  the  great  and  little  Beai  and  Draco  are  already  painted  in  their  places  round 
the  north  pole;  the  reft  of  the  conllellations  are  ptopuled  to  follow;  the  whole  is  turned  round  with  a 
fmall  winch,  with  as  little  labour  as  it  takes  to  wind  up  a  jack,  though  the  weight  of  t!ie  iron,  tin,  and 
wooden  circle,  is  about  a  thoiifar.d  pounds.  When  it  is  made  ufe  of,  a  planetarium  will  be  placed  iu  the 
middle  thereof.     The  whole,  with  the  floor,  is  well  fiipporttd  by  a  frame  of  largt  timber." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Ipherehas  been  completely  iiin'llied ;  and  all  the  coniltllatlons  and  ftars 
of  the  northern  hemifphcre,  vifible  at  Cambridge,  are  painted  in  their  proper  places  upon  plates  of  iron 
joined  together,  which  foim  one  concave  lurtacc. 
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ftatues  in  bronze  and  other  metals,  imitating  gems  and  medals  in  compofitions,  gilding, 
and  varnifliing. 

Prizes  are  annually  diflributed  to  thofe  who  excel  in  any  particular  art ;  and  from 
thofe  who  have  obtained  four  prizes,  twelve  are  felected,  who  are  fent  abroad  at  the 
charge  of  the  emprefs.  A  certain  fum  is  fent  to  defray  their  travelling  expences ;  and 
when  they  are  fettled  in  any  town,  they  receive  an  annual  falary  of  60I.  which  is  conti- 
nued during  four  years.  There  is  afmall  aflbrtment  of  paintings  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fcholars ;  and  thofe  who  have  made  great  progrefs  are  permitted  to  copy  the  piftures 
in  the  imperial  colleOion.  There  are  alfo  models  in  plaifter  of  the  befl  antique  ftatues 
in  Italy,  all  executed  at  Rome,  of  the  fame  fize  with  the  originals,  which  the  artifls  of 
the  Academy  were  employed  to  caft  in  bronze.  We  obferved  feveral  finiflied  pieces  of 
drawing,  painting,  and  fculpture,  which  had  much  merit,  and  feemed  to  predict  the  fu- 
ture improvement  of  the  arts  in  Ruflia. 

Though  this  inftitution  is  admirably  calculated  for  promoting  the  liberal  arts,  and 
deferves  the  higheft  encomiums,  we  mufl:  not  he  furprifed  on  confidering  the  fmall  ef- 
fedls  which  have  hitherto  flowed  from  this  endowment.  The  fcholars  for  the  moft  part 
make  a  confiderable  progrefs  during  their  continuance  in  the  academy,  and  many  ini- 
prove  themfelves  abroad.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  the  perfons  of  the  greatefl 
merit  often  fettle  in  other  countries;  or,  if  they  return,  foon  fink  into  an  indolence,  which 
appears  almoft  national.  The  caufe  of  this  failure  feems  to  proceed  from  the  little  en- 
couragement which  they  receive  from  the  nation  in  general.  The  fovereign  may  rear 
ardfls,  like  foreign  plants  in  a  hot  bed,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  and  by  conflant  culti- 
vation ;  but  unlefs  the  fame  care  is  continued  when  they  are  brought  to  maturity,  they 
■will  ficken  by  neglefl.  And  it  is  impoffible  even  for  a  monarch,  however  inclined  to 
proteft  merit,  or  for  a  few  of  the  nobility  who  follow  fuch  an  illuftrious  example,  to 
diffufe  love  for  the  works  of  art  among  a  people  who  muft  firfl;  imbibe  a  degree  of  tafte, 
"which  can  only  be  acquired  by  experience :  and  if  thofe  who  excel  are  not  diflinguiflied, 
they  cannot  feel  that  noble  fpirit  of  emulation  which  excites  to  excellence.  As  the 
nation,  however,  is  gradually  drawing  towards  a  higher  ftate  of  civilization  and  re- 
finement ;  thefe  inftitutions  muft  be  produftive  of  more  extenfive  and  permanent 
effefts. 

The  free  (Economical  Society,  or  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  at 
Peterfburgh,  owes  its  origin  to  the  following  occafion  :  The  Emprefs  one  day  at  table 
exprefling  herfelf  with  warmth  on  the  advantages  that  would  refult  from  fuch  afociety, 
firft  fuggefted  the  idea  to  Prince  Orlof  who  happened  to  be  prefent.  In  conformity  to 
the  wifties  of  his  imperial  miftrefs,  he  and  fourteen  other  perfons,  men  of  rank  and 
learning,  aflembled  in  June  1765,  drew  up  rules,  formed  themfelves  into  a  regular  fo- 
ciety,  and  laid  the  plan  before  the  emprefs,  who  fignified  her  approbation  by  an  anfwer, 
written  with  her  own  hand. 

"  The  defign  which  you  have  juft  formed  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture  and 
huftDandry,  is  highly  agreeable  to  us ;  and  your  labours  will  be  regarded  as  efFeftual 
proofs  of  a  true  zeal  and  love  for  your  country.  We  confider  the  plan  and  the  regu- 
lations,  by  which  you  have  bound  yourfelves,  as  deferving  our  approbation,  and  we 
gracioufly  allow  you  to  be  called  The  Free  CEconomical  Society.  You  may  reft  affured, 
that  we  take  your  fociety  under  our  protedion  :  we  not  only  confcnt  that  you  ufe  our  feal 
and  imperial  coat  of  arms ;  but,  as  a  particular  mark  of  our  good  will  tov.ards  you, 
we  permit  you  to  bear  our  device  in  the  center  of  our  imperial  coat  of  arms ;  namely, 
^  hive,  to  which  bees  are  bringing  honey,  with  the  motto  '  Profitably.' 
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*'  We  gratify,  moreover,  your  fociety  with  6000  roubles,  towards  the  purchafe  of 
a  convenient  houfe,  as  well  for  your  meeting,  as  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  a  library 
on  fubieds  of  agriculture.  Your  labours  will,  under  the  protection  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, be  highly  advantageous  to  you  and  your  pofterity;  and  we  will  not  fail,  in  pro- 
portion as  your  zeal  difplays  itfelf,  to  increafe  our  good- will. 

«  Oaober3i,  1765.  Catharine." 

The  fociety  confifts  of  a  prefident,  who  is  changed  every  four  months,  and  of  an 
indefinite  number  of  members.  The  candidate  for  admiflion  mud  be  propofed  by  three 
members,  and  is  rejedted  or  admitted  by  the  majority  of  the  perfons  prefent.  The 
fociety  is  chiefly  fupported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  whofe  num- 
ber in  1781  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  feventy-nine.  The  affembly  meets  regu- 
garly  once  a  week,  when  the  papers  on  agriculture  and  fimilar  fubjeds  are  read. 
Thofe  which  are  thought  worthy  of  publication  are  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  for  the  profit  of  the  fociety.  The  work  is  fold  at  a  low  price ;  and  twelve  copies 
are  forwarded  gratis  to  the  governors  of  each  province,  to  be  dillributed  in  the  feveral 
governments.  The  tranfaflions  are  either  written  or  tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  language, 
and  printed  in  o£tavo. 

The  fociety  gives  annual  prizes,  confifling  of  gold  and  filver  medals,  or  money, 
fometimes  to  the  amount  of  140I.,  for  the  belt  folutioiisof  certain  quellions  relative  to 
agriculture,  and  for  improvements  in  huibandry.  The  Emprefs,  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
this  infHtution,  fends  feveral  young  men  into  England,  to  iludy  praftical  agriculture. 
They  are  chiefly  recommended  to  Arthur  Young  Efq.  who  has  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by 
many  excellent  works  on  various  branches  of  huibandry ;  and  who  was  elected  in  the 
nioft  honourable  manner  a  member  of  this  fociety. 

In  Peterfburgh  are  two  feminaries  for  the  education  of  the  nobility  ;  the  Corps  de  Ca^^ 
dets  for  males,  and  the  Le  Convent  des  Demoifelles  Nobles  for  females. 

The  houfe  appropriated  for  the  feminary  of  the  cadets,  was  formerly  a  palace  belong- 
ing to  prince  Mentchikof  fituated  in  the  Vaffili  Oflrof,  and  contains,  including  the  ca- 
dets, at  leafl:  two  thoufand  perfons.  This  inflitution  owes  its  origin  to  the  Emprefs 
Anne,  by  the  advice  of  Marflial  Tvlunic,  but  has  been  fo  much  improved,  and  the  fund 
fo  confiderably  enlarged,  by  Catherine  II.  that  her  majelty  may  almoft  be  called  its 
foimdrefs.     The  annual  income  is  30,0001.  for  the  reception  of  fix  hundred  boys. 

In  November  1778,  there  were  four  hundred  and  eighty  nobles,  and  fixty-four  gym- 
nafiafts,  or  children  of  inferior  ranks,  who  are  defigned  to  be  tutors  to  noblemen's  chil- 
dren, and  are  inftruiSted  in  claffical  literature.  The  nobles  are  chiefly  intended  for  the 
army,  and  are  drefled  in  uniforms;  a  few  excepted,  who  follow  a  civil  line.  The  chil- 
dren are  admitted  at  the  age  of  fix,  and  remain  fifteen  years:  they  are  divided  into  five 
claffes,  and  learn  French,  German,  arithmetic,  fortification,  tadics,  hiltory,  and  geo- 
graphy. They  alfo  receive  lefl'ons  in  dancing,  fencing,  and  riding,  and  fome  in  draw- 
ing and  mufic.  The  boys  whofe  genius  prompts  them  to  fuch  (tudies,  are  provided 
with  mafters  in  the  Latin,  Englifh,  and  Tartar  tongues.  The  cadets  are  divided  into 
companies;  and  regularly  trained  to  military  exercifes.  During  fix  weeks  in  fummer 
they  form  an  encampment  near  the  town,  are  reviewei.L,  and  perform  all  the  manceuvres 
of  war.  Prizes  of  books,  gold  and  filver  medals,  ribbands,  and  ftars,  are  annually 
dillributed  among  thofe  wh  >  excel,  as  well  in  their  refpective  lludies  and  employments, 
as  in  their  exercifes.  Of  thofe  whofe  merit  has  entitled  them  to  fix  prizes,  three  are 
annually  feleded  to  travel,  with  an,  allowance  to  each  of  i  aol.  per  aaaujn. 

The 
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The  bop  are  brought  up  in  the  hardieft  manner ;  they  are  not,  even  in  winter,  clad 
in  furs,  nor  always  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  ftoves.  They  are  habituated  to  all  kinds  of 
exercife,  and  particularly  to  running  and  leaping.  I  faw  fome  of  the  largefl  cadets  en. 
gaged  in  thefe  manly  diverfions.  At  the  further  end  of  a  large  hall  ftood  a  leathern 
horfe,  the  higheft  part  of  which  was  at  leafl;  fix  feet.  They  leaped  over  it  in  every  di- 
redtion,  fprung  over  the  head,  vaulted  into  the  feat,  turned  thcmfelves  round  on  it, 
poifed  themfelves  on  their  hands  with  their  head  on  the  faddle  and  their  feet  in  the  air, 
and  then  threw  themfelves  from  that  pofture  upon  the  floor  on  their  legs :  with  other 
feats,  which  they  performed  with  as  much  eafe  and  agility  as  the  moft  expert  tumblers. 
Thefe  exercifes  are  of  great  ufe  in  ftretching  their  limbs,  opening  their  cherts,  and  ren- 
dering them  robuft  and  aftive.  In  every  department  great  attention  is  paid  to  cleanlinefs, 
and  the  boys  are  remarkably  healthy.  Once  or  twice  in  winter,  the  cadets  are  permittefd 
to  give  a  mafquerade  and  ball  to  the  principal  nobility,  on  which  occafion,  fome  of  the 
young  ladies  from  the  female  feminary  are  generally  invited  as  partners  for  the  upper 
boys.  One  of  thefe  entertainments,  at  which  we  were  prefent,  was  condudled  with 
great  elegance  and  propriety. 

The  feminary  for  the  education  of  the  female  nobility,  ufually  called  Le  Convent  des 
Demoi/elles  Nobles,  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  fuburbs  of  Alexander  Nevfki. 
The  edifice,  which  is  a  large  quadrangular  building,  was  ereded  by  Elizabeth  for  a  nun- 
nery J  but  was  converted  by  Catherine  to  its  prefent  ufe,  and  endowed  with  a  falary  of 
i6,oool.  per  annum.  It  was  firft  opened  in  1764,  for  the  reception  of  children :  the 
foundation  is  for  two  hundred  nobles,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  bourgeoifes,  or  chil- 
dren of  lower  rank.  To  thefe  the  Emprefs  has  added  fifty  fupernumerary  nobles,  called 
penftonaires 'f  and  Mr.  Betfkoi,  the  humane  diredtor  of  all  thefe  ufeful  focieties  for  edu- 
cation, fupports  forty  bourgeoifes  at  his  own  expence.  The  girls  are  admitted  between 
the  age  of  five  and  fix,  and  quit  the  feminary  about  eighteen.  Formerly  the  young  la- 
dies and  the  bourgeoifes  were  brought  up  in  the  fame  manner,  without  the  leaft  attention 
to  difference  of  rank  and  fortune;  but  this  plan  is  wifely  amended,  and  they  nowre^* 
ceive  an  education  more  adapted  to  their  refpeftive  fituations  in  life. 

They  are  both  divided  into  four  claffes.  The  firfl:  clafs  is  habited  in  white,  the 
fecond  in  light  brown,  the  third  in  green,  and  the  lowefl:  in  chocolate.  The  drefs  of 
the  bourgeoifes  is  coarfer  than^the  young  ladies :  the  firfi:  clafs  of  whom  wear  alfo  black 
handkerchiefs  and  green  aprons ;  while  the  bourgeoifes  are  clothed  entirely  in  white. 
They  all  learn  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and  needle-work.  The  young  ladies  are 
feparately  inftruded  in  hiftory  and  geography,  and  acquire,  befide  a  grammatical 
knowledge  of  their  native  tongue,  the  French,  German,  and  Italian  languages,  and 
receive  leffons  in  dancing,  mufic,  and  drawing,  according  to  the  bent  of  their  genius. 
Inftead  of  thefe  accomplifliments,  the  bourgeoifes  are  employed  in  the  management  of 
houfehold  affairs  ;  they  prepare  and  wafh  their  own  linen,  are  taught  to  make  bread, 
and  trained  to  the  art  of  cookery.  One  of  the  apartments  was  hung  with  the  defigns, 
paintings,  charts,  genealogical  tables,  and  other  trophies  which  difplayed  the  ingenuity 
of  the  young  ladies.  Thofe  who  diftinguifh  themfelves,  receive  annual  prefents,  con- 
filling  chiefly  of  ribbands,  which  are  worn  in  bows  at  their  fides. 

On  the  day  in  which  we  vifited  this  noble  foundation,  a  hundred  poor  women  dined 
in  the  hall,  and  were  attended  by  the  young  ladies,  who  diltributed  to  each  perfon  a 
fmall  filver  coin,  and  a  few  yards  of  linen.  This  ceremony  was  inftituted  to  inculcate 
in  their  tender  minds  an  attention  to  the  poor,  and  a  readinefs  to  relieve  diflrefs. 

The  quadrangular  building  contains  an  elegant  theatre,  in  which  the  young  ladies 
occafionally  aft  plays.     We  were  prefent  at  a  reprefentation,  and  were  greatly  enter- 
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tained  with  the  performance.  The  theatre  is  a  circular  room,  neatly  painted  with  trees 
in  imitation  of  a  landfcape,  and  feemed  capable  of  containing  four  hundred  fpeftators. 
The  pieces  were,  La  Servant  Maitreffe,  and  UOracle,  both  performed  in  the  French 
tongue  ;  the  firfl  by  young  ladies  of  fixteen  or  feventeen  years  of  age,  and  the  laltby 
others  of  ten  or  twelve.  Both  parties  a£led  with  fpirit,  and  difplayed  great  propriety  in 
gefture  and  elocution.  I  was  greatly  aftoniflied  at  the  purity  with  which  they  pro- 
nounced the  French  tongue.  The  reprefentation  was  conluded  by  a  ballet,  and  various 
dances,  adapted  to  the  ages  and  ftrength  of  the  feveral  performers.  The  national 
dance  was  introduced ;  it  is  executed  by  two  perfons,  who  continue  nearly  on  the 
fame  fpot,  but  ufe  a  variety  of  movements  with  the  arms,  body,  and  head,  while  their 
Ilioulders  are  elevated  and  deprefled  in  exaft  meafure.  It  is  exprefiive  of  a  courtfhip  ; 
firfl  languifhing  looks,  coynefs,  refufal,  and  invitation ;  at  length  the  two  dancers, 
having  once  or  twice  changed  places,  make  a  couple  of  circles  brifkly,  and  conclude 
with  an  embrace. 

The  play  was  followed  by  a  ball  and  fupper,  to  which  were  admitted  feveral  of  the 
nobility  and  foreign  gentlemen,  and  a  few  of  the  cadets.  At  twelve  a  collation  was 
ferved  on  feveral  tables,  at  which  parties  promifcuoufly  ranged  themfelves.  As  I  was 
walking  about  the  room,  one  of  the  young  ladies  obferving  a  foreigner  unprovided 
with  a  feat,  quitted  the  table  where  (he  was  fitting,  and  politely  invited  me  to  make  one 
of  her  party,  an  invitation  I  immediately  accepted.  I  withdrew,  with  the  reft  of  the 
company,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  highly  delighted  with  the  eafe  and  innocent 
vivacity  of  my  fair  entertainers,  whofe  politenefs  and  aftability  befpoke  the  elegant, 
fpirit  of  the  iiiftitution. 

Chap.  XVIII. — Anecdotes  of  Profejfor  Pallas. — His  Travels  and  Works. — Circmnjlances 
ef  Dr.  Samuel  Gmelin^s  Death. — Memoirs  of  Guldenjlaedt. — His  Travels  into  Georgia 
and  Imeretia. — Reception  at  the  Courts  of  the  Princes  HeracUus  and  Solomon, — Works 
of  Guldenjlaedt. 

THE  eminent  naturaHft  and  traveller,  Peter  Simon  Pallas*,  is  fon  of  Simon  Pallas, 
a  native  of  Johannilburgh  in  Pruffia,  who  was  profeffor  of  furgery  at  Berlin,  and 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  among  the  writers  of  phyfic,  by  a  Treatife  on  the  Operations  of 
Surgery,  publifhed  in  1763  ;  and  by  a  Supplement  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Bowels,  in 
1770,  in  which  year  he  died,  at  the  age  of  feventy-fix. 

Peter  Simon  Pallas  was  born  at  Berlin,  on  the  aad  of  September  1741.  He  re- 
ceived the  early  part  of  his  education  from  private  tutors  in  his  father's  houfe,  under 
whom  he  made  an  aftonifliing  progrefs.  Among  the  preceptors  to  whom  the  great  na- 
turalift  exprefles  his  particular  obligations,  muit  be  diftinguifhed  John  Martin  Sheyling, 
who  behaved  to  him  more  like  a  friend  than  a  mafter.  Sheyling  being  not  an  inelegant 
writer,  and  particularly  attached  to  poetry,  the  young  fcholar  imbibed  from  his 
mafter's  inftruftions  and  example  a  tafte  for  poetry,  and  compofed  feveral  pieces  ia 
verfe,  which  have  been  given  to  the  public.  To  the  fame  perfon  he  was  likewife  in- 
debted to  a  very  early  attachment  to  entomology.  Being  deftined  to  ftudy  phyfic  fo 
early  as  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  attended  a  courfe  of  ledures  on  anatomy, 

•  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Pallas  himfelf,  for  many  anecdotes  of  his  eaily  life,  and  for  fome  part  of  the 
remaining  account  of  the  learned  profeffor  to  my  ingmious  friend  Dr.  Pulteney,  well  known  to  the  public 
fcy  his  "  General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Linnseus.'' 
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pliyCology,  botany,  medicine,  and  furgcry,  under  profeflbrs  Meckel,  Sproegel,  Gle- 
ditch,  Polof,  and  his  lathier,  and  applied  hinifcU"  with  great  affiduity  to  anatomical 
difledioas.  He  made  fiich  rapid  advances  in  thefe  branches  of  Icience,  that,  in  the 
beginning  of  1758,  he  was  enabled  to  read  a  courfe  of  public  ledures  on  anatomy, 
which  every  fubjed,  who  praftifes  phyfic  in  the  Prufiian  duminions,  is  obliged  to 
give,  as  a  proof  of  his  proficiency.  Yet,  although  thus  occupied  in  his  prolelTional 
labours,  his  indefatigable  genius  (till  found  leifure  to  purfue  th;  iludy  of  infeSs,  and 
other  branches  of  zoology,  for  which  he  feems  at  an  early  period  to  have  conceived  a 
predilection,  and  in  which  he  eminently  excels. 

In  the  autumn  M.  Pallas  repaired  to  the  univerfity  of  Halle,  where  he  attended  the 
leQures  of  the  celebrated  Segner  on  mathematics  and  phyfics,  and  improved  his  know- 
ledge of  mineralogy  in  the  envuons  of  that  city. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 759,  he  removed  to  Gottingen ;  and,  although  a  long  and  dan- 
gerous ilbefs  prevented  him  from  profecuting  his  lludies  with  his  ufual  ardour ;  yet 
he  reaped  great  benefit  from  the  inltrudions  of  the  phyficians  Roederer  and  Vogel, 
and  improved  his  general  knowledge  by  his  accefs  to  the  public  library. 

During  his.  refidence  at  Gottingen,  he  made  numerous  experiments  on  the  effect  of 
poifons  and  other  violent  remedies,  applied  himfelf  to  the  diffedion  of  animals,  and 
formed  repeated  obfervations  on  the  worms  which  breed  in  the  inteftines,  on  which 
fubjeft  he  compofed  an  ingenious  treatife,  under  the  title  of  De  infejiis  viventibiis  intra 
viventia,  defcribing  with  fmgular  accuracy  thofe  worms  which  are  found  in  the  human 
body. 

In  July  1760,  he  was  attrafted  to  the  univerfity  of  Leyden  by  the  fame  of  the  cele- 
brated phyficians  and  naturalifts  Albinus,  Gaubius,  and  Mufcheiibroek ;  and  by  them 
he  was  noticed  as  a  young  man  of  promifing  genius  and  indefatigable  ardour.  His  ta- 
lents particularly  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  Gaubius,  the  principal  profeffor. 
In  December  he  took  his  doftor's  degree,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  an  inaugural 
differtation,  in  uhich  he  defended,  by  new  experiments,  the  differtation  on  worms  com- 
pofed at  Gottingen. 

During   his  refidence  at  Leyden,  natural  biflory  became  his  predominant  purfuit ;  ■ 
he  employed  all  the  time  which  he  could  i'teal  from  his  profeffionai  itudies  in  viliting 
the  public  and  private  cabinets  of  natural  hiftory,  with  which  Leyden  abounded,  and 
was  particularly  charmed  with  the  colledion  of  Gronovius. 

Having  vifited  the  principal  cities  of  Holland,  he  direded  his  courfe  to  London, 
where  he  arrived  in  July  1761,  with  a  view  to  improve  his  knowledge  of  medicine  and 
furgery.  But  he  was  now  fo  much  abforbed  in  his  paffion  for  natural  hillory,  that  he 
negleded  every  other  purfuit,  and  devoted  himlelf  to  this  favourite  branch  of  fcience. 
He  feemed  to  have  no  other  occupation  by  day  than  to  examine  the  various  coUedions 
and  to  perufe  the  principal  books  which  he  could  procure  on  the  fubjed  of  natural 
hiftory  ;  nay,  fo  eager  was  he  in  thefe  purfuits,  that  he  frequently  employed  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  and  occafionally  even  whole  nights  together,  whenever  he  met  with 
any  new  publication,  which  awakened  his  curiofity.  With  a  view  of  extending  his 
knowledge,  he  look  leveral  journies  to  the  fca  coafts,  and  particularly  inSuiTex  ;  and  I 
have  often  heard  him  lament  with  regret,  that  the  fcantinefs  of  his  income  did  not  per- 
mit him  to  extend  his  relearches  to  the  principal  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

Being  at  length  fummoned   by  his  father  to  Berlin,  he  quitted  London  with  regret 

in  April  1762,  and   repaired   to  Harwich  to  embark  immediately  for  Holland;    but 

'  being  fortunately  detained  for  feveral  days  by  contrary  winds,  he  examined  the  fea- 

coaft. 
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coad,  and  coUefted  various  marine  produflions.  On  the  13th  of  May,  he  landed  in 
Holland ;  and,  pafling  through  the  Hague,  Leyden,  Amfterdam,  and  the  circle  of 
"Wellphalia,  arrived  at  BerUn  on  the  12th  of  June. 

To  commence  the  praftice  of  his  profeffion,  his  father  fent  him  to  Hanover  for  the 
puipofe  of  procuring  the  place  of  furgeon  in  the  allied  army  ;  but  on  his  arrival  in 
July,  the  peace  being  nearly  concluded,  he  returned  to  Berlin.  He  there  paffed  a 
year,  which  he  chieliy  employed  in  preparing  materials  for  a  Faima  InfeClorum  Mar- 
ehica  ;  or  a  Defcription  of  the  Infeds  in  the  March  of  Brandenburgh  ;  the  manufcript 
of  which  now  remains  unpubliflied  in  the  pofleflion  of  profeflbr  Sandford,  at  Leyden, 
becaufe  the  author  diffidently  efteemed  it  unworthy  of  publication. 

Animated  by  his  predilection  for  natural  hiftory,  he  extorted  his  father's  confent  to 
fettle  in  Holland,  and  arrived  in  September  at  the  Hague,  where  he  obtained  a  fettle- 
ment  through  the  recommendation  of  Gaubius. 

His  reputation  as  a  man  of  fcience  being  eftablifhed,  he  was  elefted  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  and  member  of  the  academy  Des  Curieux  de  la  Nature  ;  to 
both  of  which  focieties  he  had  previoufly  fent  fome  intereiling  papers. 

His  intimacy  with  the  mod  celebrated  naturalifts  in  Holland,  particularly  with  thofe  of 
the  Hague,  who  had  juft  eftabliflied  a  literary  fociety  j  the  free  accefs  which  he  had  to  the 
mufeum  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,and  other  curious  cabinets;  the  fyftematic  catalogues  of 
thofe  colledtionswhich  he  drew  up,  feveral  of  which  he  gave  to  the  public,  contributed  to 
advance  his  knowledge  of  natural  produ£lions  in  the  various  parts  of  the  globe  ;  and  to 
furnifli  him  fuch  materials  as  gave  birth  to  thofe  accurate  compofitions  which  have 
defervedly  diftinguiflied  him  as  the  firfl;  zoologift  of  Europe.  One  of  his  firft  works  in 
this  branch  of  fcience,  which  rendered  him  eminently  confpicuous,  was  Elenchus  Zoo- 
■phyiorum. 

J  he  attention  which  Pallas  bellowed  on  the  Zoophytes,  or  animal-plants,  in  the 
inveftigation  of  the  worms  infefting  the  human  body,  particularly  the  uncommon  na- 
ture of  the  taenia,  or  tape-worn,  as  he  acknowledges,  feems  to  have  led  him  into  this 
line  of  natural  fcience.  In  this  work,  which  is  printed  in  odtavo,  after  treating  on  the 
nature  of  thefe  animals  in  a  general  way,  and  giving  the  various  opinions  of  authors 
relating  to  the  place  they  ought  to  hold  in  the  Syftem  of  Nature,  he  defcribes,  from 
his  own  infpedion,  more  than  two  hundred  and  feventy  fpecies  of  thofe  wprms  and 
animalcules,  which  are  known  under  the  generical  names  of  polypes,  corals,  madre- 
pores, corallines,  fea  pens,  tfznia  or  tape-worm,  fponges,  fea-fans,  &c. 

The  free  accefs  which  he  had  to  the  mufeum  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  other 
curious  colleftions  in  Holland,  enabled  him  to  enrich  his  work  with  the  defcription  of 
various  produdions,  brought  from  both  Indies.  He  has  defcribed  each  fpecies  at  large, 
and  given  it  a  new  name,  charafteriftic  of  its  real  diftinftions  ;  and  (what  efpecially  in- 
creafes  the  value  of  his  work)  he  has  extricated,  as  far  as  poilible,  the  fynonyms  of 
fonner  authors,  both  ancient  and  modem  ;  thus  rendering  his  book  highly  uieful  to 
thofe  who  are  curious  in  this  branch  of  natural  hiftory. 

In  a  dedication  to  his  Mifcellanca  Zoologica,  publiflied  in  the  fame  year,  the  author  lays 
before  the  Prince  of  Orange  a  plan  for  a  voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the 
other  Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  which,  impelled  by  an  ardour  of  fcien- 
tific  knowledge,  he  offered  to  undertake  and  fuperintend.  This  plan,  calculated  to 
improve  our  acquaintance  with  the  natural  hiftory  of  thofe  regions,  was  ftrongly  re- 
commended by  Gaubius,  and  approved  by  the  Prince  j  but  was  obftrufted  by  th» 
author's  father,  who  recalled  him  to  Berlin. 

4  Pallas, 
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PaHas,  with  great  reluctance,  quitted  Holland  in  November  1766;  and  on  his  return 
to  Berlin,  he  arranged  his  numerous  materials  for  the  public.  But  he  had  fcarccly 
begun  to  publifli  his  Spicilcgia  Zoologica,  before  he  was  invited  by  the  Eniprcfs  Catha- 
rine II.  to  accept  the  proftiTorfliip  of  natural  hiftory  in  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences. Although  in  this  inllance  his  father  and  relations  again  withheld  their  confent, 
yet  the  author's  ardent  zeal  for  his  favourite  fcience,  and  an  irrefiftible  defire  to  vifit 
regions  To  little  known,  and  abounding  in  the  productions  of  nature,  induced  him  to 
haiten  his  departure  for  a  country,  where  his  curiofity  was  likely  to  be  amply  gratified. 
He  accordingly  quitted  Berlin  in  June  1 767,  and  arrived  at  Petcrihurgh  on  the  10th  of 
Augufl:. 

He  made  his  appearance  among  the  Ruffians  at  a  critical  period.  The  Emprefs  had 
already  ordered  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to  fend  aftronomers  into  various  parts  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  to  obfei-ve  the  tnmfit  of  Venus  over  the  fun's  difl<.,  in  1769.  Being 
juft  returned  from  a  voyage  down  the  Volga,  and  from  vifiting  the  interior  provinces 
of  European  Ruffia,  the  enlightened  fovereign  had  perceived  the  deficiency  of  the  topo- 
graphical accounts,  and  anticipated  the  advantage  of  deputing  learned  men  to  vifit  the 
diftant  provinces  of  her  extenfive  dominions,  with  a  viev/  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  fci"- 
ence,  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of  ufeful  arts  among  the  natives.  For  this  purpofe 
Catharine  had  directed  the  Academy  to  fend,  in  company  with  the  Aftronomers,  the 
mofl  able  naturalifts  and  philofophers.  Pallas  having  offered  to  accompany  this  expe- 
dition, was  charged  with  drawing  up  general  inftructions  for  the  naturalilts,  and  grati- 
fied with  the  choice  of  his  affociates.  To  him  was  fubraitted,  at  his  own  requeft,  the 
condudl  of  the  expedition  to  the  eaft  of  the  Volga,  and  towards  the  extreme  parts  of 
Siberia ;  and  he  was  befl:  calculated  for  that  expedition,  as  the  elder  Gmelin,  his  pre- 
curfor  in  thofe  regions,  had  almoft  entirely  negle£led  zoology.  Pallas  employed  the 
winter  in  forming  a  fyftematic  catalogue  of  the  animals  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Academy  ; 
in  putting  into  order  the  celebrated  colleftion  of  profeflbr  Breyn  of  Dantzic,  lately  pur- 
chafed  by  Prince  Orlof ;  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  fix  numbers  of  his  Spicilegia  ZoolO' 
gica,  which  were  printed  during  his  abfence  under  the  direftion  of  Dr.  Martin,  and  in 
forming  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  his  expedition. 

At  length,  in  June  1768,  he  quitted  Peterfburgh,  in  company  with  MeflVs.  Falk, 
Lepekin,  and  Guldenftaedt,  as  his  affociates,  paffed  through  Mofcow,  Vlodimir,  Kafi- 
mof,  Murom,  Arfamas,  to  Cafan ;  and  having  examined  great  part  of  that  province, 
wintered  at  Simbirlk.  From  thence  he  departed  in  March,  and  penetrated  through 
Samara,  and  Orenburgh,  as  far  as  Gurief,  a  fmall  Ruffian  fortrefs,  fituated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Yaic,  or  Ural.  There  he  examined  the  confines  of  Calmuc  Tartary,  and 
the  neighbouring  Ihores  of  the  Cafpian  ;  and  returning  through  the  province  of  Oren- 
burgh, paifed  the  fecond  winter  at  Ufa.  After  feveral  expeditions  in  the  adjacent  re- 
gions, he  left  Ufa  on  the  i6th  of  May  1770,  profecuted  his  route  through  the  Uralian. 
mountains  to  Catharinertburgh,  vifited  the  mines,  proceeded  to  Tcheliabinlk,  a  fmall 
fortrefs  in  the  government  of  Orenburgh,  and  in  December  made  an  excurfion  as  far 
as  ToboHk. 

The  next  year  he  was  employed  in  traverfing  the  Altai  Mountains,  and  tracing  the 
courfe  of  the  Irtilh  to  Omik  and  Kolyvan  ;  where  having  infpected  the  celebrated  filver 
mines,  he  proceeded  to  Tomik,  and  finilhed  that  year's  expedition  at  Krafnojaril;,  a 
town  upon  the  Ynifei.  In  that  place,  fituated  only  in  the  fifty-fixth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that  the  learned  profeffor  was  witnefs  to  the  natural 
congelation  of  quickfilver,  which  curious  phfenomenon  he  has  minutely  defcribed*. 

'  See  Pallas  Reife,  P.  III.  p.  417—419  ;  and  atranflaiion  of  this  remarkable  paflage,  In  vol.  i.  p.  227 
of  Chemical  Effays,  by  Dr.  Watfon,  Bilhop  of  Landaff.  p 
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From  Krafnojarflc  Pallas  departed  on  the  7th  of  March  1772,  and  proceeded  bylr- 
kutfk,  and  acrofs  the  Lake  Baikal,  to  Udinfk,  Selenginfk,  and  Kiatka,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal mart  of  trade  between  Ruffia  and  China.  Having  penetrated  into  that  part  of 
Dauria  which  is  fituated  in  the  fouth-eaftern  region  of  Siberia,  he  journeyed  between 
the  rivers  Ingoda  and  Argoon,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Amoor ;  thence  tracing 
the  lines  which  feparate  the  Ruffian  empire  from  the  Mongol  hordes  dependent  on 
China,  he  returned  to  Selenginfk,  .and  again  wintered  at  Krafnojarik.  In  the  fumraer 
of  1773,  he  vifited  Tara,  Yaitfk,  and  Aftracan ;  and  concluded  that  year's  route  at 
'Tzaritzin,  a  town  upon  the  Volga  ;  from  whence  he  continued  his  journey  in  the 
enfuing  fpring,  and  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  on  the  30th  of  July  1774,  after  an  abfence 
of  fix  years. 

The  account  of  this  extenfiveand  interefting  tour  was  publiflied  in  three  parts  *,  con- 
taining  two  thoufand  and  four  pages,  in  five  volumes  quarto,  which  has  greatly  con- 
tributed to  extend  his  fame  and  eftablifh  his  charadter.  Pallas,  in  this  valuable  work, 
has  entered  into  a  geographical  and  topographical  defcription  of  the  provinces,  towns, 
and  villages  which  he  vifited  in  his  tour,  accompanied  with  an  accurate  account  of  their 
antiquities,  hiftory,  produdions,  and  conmierce.  He  has  difcriminated  many  of  the 
tribes  who  wander  over  the  various  diflriQs,  and  near  the  confines  of  Siberia ;  detailed, 
with  peculiar  precifion,  their  cuiloms,  manners,  and  languages  ;  and  rendered  his  tra- 
vels invaluable  to  the  naturalift,  from  many  important  difcoveries  in  the  animal,  vege- 
table, and  mineral  kingdome.  Thefe  travels  are  written  in  the  German  language ;  but 
the  author  has  added  to  each  part  an  appendix  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which  contains 
near  four  hundred  fcientific  defcriptions  of  feveral  quadrupeds,  birds,  fifli,  infefts,  and 
plants.  He  has  alfo  greatly  contributed  to  encreafe  the  utility  of  his  performance  by 
charts,  and  engravings  of  various  antiquities,  of  feveral  tartar  dreffes  and  idols,  and  of 
many  animals  and  plants. 

Expeditions  of  this  kind  into  inhofpitable  regions,  among  vagrant  and  almoft  bar- 
barous nations,  are  full  of  danger ;  as  was  fufficiently  experienced  by  Muller,  and 
Gmelin  the  elder,  in  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne ;  and  nothing  but  the  moft  intenfe 
ardour  for  fcience  can  ftimulate  men  to  fuck  hazardous  undertakings.  In  that  expe- 
dition De  I'lfle  and  Steiler  perifhed ;  and,  as  if  thefe  fchemes  were  dcftined  to  ill  fate. 
Dr.  S.  Gmelin,  after  having  loft  many  of  his  papers  and  collections,  funk  under  grief 
and  difeafe,  and  expired  in  a  fmall  village  of  Mount  Caucafus,  in  1774.  Falk  died  in 
the  courfe  of  the  journey,  and  profefTor  Lowitz  was  wantonly  mafl'acred  by  the  inhuman 
Pugatchef. 

Pallas  fortunately  returned,  but  from  the  manner  in  which  he  finifhes  his  travels,  not 
without  enduring  many  hardfliips,  and  narrowly  efcaping  from  the  moft  imminent  dangers." 
"  On  the  3cth  of  July  I  reached  Peterftjurgh,  with  an  enfeebled  body  and  grey  hairs, 
though  only  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  year  of  my  age  ;  but  yet  much  ftronger  than 
when  I  was  in  Siberia  ;  and  full  of  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Providence  for  having 
preferved  and  delivered  me  from  numberlefs  perils." 

Pallas,  known  to  the  generality  of  the  Englifti  readers  only  as  a  great  naturalift,  de- 
ferves  a  confiderable  placf  among  thofe  writers  who  have  fucceeded  in  developing  the 
complicated  hiftory  of  the  roving  tribes  fcattered  over  thofe  extenfive  regions  which 
ftretch  from  the  heart  of  Siberia,  to  the  northern  limits  of  India.  In  a  recent  publica- 
tioni  intitled  Colleftions  upon  the  Polkical,  Phyfical,  and  Civil  Hiftory  of  the  Mongol 
Tribes  f,  he  has  thrown  new  light  upon  the  annals  of  a  people,  whofe  anceftors  con- 

•  Re'ife  durch  verfchiedetun  Frov'mzen  dss  Rujfifchen  He'ichs.  A  French  tranflation  of  this  interefting 
Wfork  has  alfo  been  pubh'ftied. 

■J-  Sai»l!"iS'i  Ht/l.  Nachiiichien  veler  Mangclifchen  VoiUrchaftea, 
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quered  Ruflia,  China,  Perfia,  and  Indoftan  ;  and,  at  more  than  one  period,  cRablifhed, 
perhaps  as  large  an  empire  as  ever  was  pofleflcd  by  a  fingle  nation.  The  materials  for 
this  publication  he  coUeiElcd,  partly  during  an  intercourfe  with  the  Mongols,  Burats, 
and  Calmucs,  and  partly  from  the  communications  of  Muller  and  Gmelin. 

Hitherto  moft  authors  who  have  written  upon  thefe  Afiatic  hordes,  have  called  them 
all  indifcriminately  by  the  name  of  Tartars  ;  but  this  erroneous  appellation  is  redified 
by  Pallas,  who  proves  unquellionably  that  the  Mongol  tribes  are  a  dilHnd  race  from 
the  Tartars  ;  differing  from  them  in  features,  language,  and  government,  and  refemblino- 
them  in  nothing  but  in  their  inclination  to  a  roving  life.  This  primitive  nation  of  Afia, 
whofe  origin,  hiftory,  and  prefent  f}ate  form  the  fubjefl  of  this  interefting  work,  dates  its 
celebrity  from  their  founder  Zinghis  Khan.  When  his  vaft  dominions  fell  to  pieces 
under  his  fucceffors  in  the  fixteenth  century,  the  Mongol  and  Tartar  hordes,  who  com- 
pofed  one  empire,  again  feparated,  and  have  fince  continued  didiaft  and  independent. 
The  Mongol  hordes  Pallas  divides  into  three  principal  branches,  Mongols,  Oerats  or 
Calmucs,  and  Burats;  which  he  defcribes  with  that  precifion  and  accuracy  which  dillin- 
guifh  all  his  writings. 

In  the  fame  year  in  which  the  profefTor  printed  his  Elenchits  Zoophytoruvi,  he  alfo  pub- 
liflied  a  tredtife  under  the  title  of  Mifcellanca  Zoologica  qitibiis  tiova  imfirimis  atquc  obfcur^ 
AnlmaUum  Species  dcfcribuntur,  et  Ohfcrvation'flna  Iconibufqite  illujlrantur.  This  work 
■was  incorporated  into  a  fubfequent  publication  the  next  year,  on  his  return  to  Berlin, 
entitled,  Spicilegia  Zsologica ;  which  has  been  continued  in  numbers,  or  fafcicidi,  at  un- 
certain periods  until  1780,  when  the  fourteenth  was  delivered.  It  contains,  befides  the 
letter-prefs,  feventy-two  plates,  and  refleds  the  highefl:  credit  on  the  author,  as  a  moft 
-careful  obferver  and  critic  in  zoology.  The  works  of  Buffon  amply  teftify  the  labours 
of  Pallas  in  the  fupplementary  volumes,  and  Pennant  makes  frequent  acknowledge- 
ments of  his  obligations  to  the  fame  fource,  particularly  for  his  Hiliory  of  Quadrupeds 
and  Arctic  Zoology. 

In  June  1777  the  learned  profeflbr  read  before  the  Academy  of  Peterfburgh,  in  a 
meeting  at  which  the  King  of  Sweden  was  prefent,  a  Differtation  on  the  Formation  of 
Mountains,  and  the  Changes  which  this  Globe  has  undergone,  particularly  in  the  Ruf- 
fian Empire.  Ihis  curious  treatifc,  written  in  the  French  tongue,  was  printed  at 
St.  Peterlburgh ;  and  a  tranflation  of  it  is  given  by  Mr.  Tooke  in  his  Ruflia  Illuf- 
trata. 

In  1778  he  publilhed  Novcs  Species  Quadriipedwn  e  GUrium  Or  dine.  This  perform- 
ance, printed  at  Erlang  in  quarto,  contains  twenty-feven  plates,  and  defcribes  numbers 
of  the  rat  genus,  and  their  anatomy.  In  1781  he  brought  out  Eniuneratio  Plmitaruni 
■qua,  in  Horto  Procopii  a  Dcmidof  Mofctid  vigent  (Pet.  odavo) ;  or.  Catalogue  of  the 
Plants  in  Mr.  Demidof 's  Gardens  at  Moi'cow ;  and  in  the  fame  year  he  gave  to  the 
public  two  volumes,  in  o6lavo,  of  an  interefting  work  in  the  German  tongue,  called, 
Neue  Nordifche  Beytrage,  &c.  or  New  Northern  CoUeftions  on  various  Subjedls  of 
Geography,  Natural  Hiltory,  and  Agriculture,  which  have  been  followed  by  five  ad- 
ditional volumes. 

In  1782  he  put  forth  two  fa/cicidi,  or  numbers,  o{  Iconcs  LifeLlanan  prafcrtim  Rn/Jics 
Siberiaqi/e peailiarizim,  &c.  quarto,  Erlang;  or.  Figures  of  Infedhs,  principally  of  thofe 
which  are  peculiar  to  Rullia  and  Siberia,  accompanied  with  defcriptions  and  illuilra- 
tions.  Thefe  two  numbers  treat  of  the/ca?-ab(ei,  curcii/iones,  tenebrioiies,  biipcjires,  mc- 
loedes^cerambyces,  with  fix  plates,  containing  colom-ed  figures  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
infers  of  thole  genera. 
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In  1784  he  publifhed  the  firfl;  number  of  a  Flora  Rujfica  *  ;  or,  a  Defcriptlon  of  the- 
Plants  of  the  whole  Ruffian  Empire ;  a  fplendid  work,  which  was  executed  at  the 
Emprefs's  expence,  and  owes  its  origin  to  the  following  circumftance :  Iler  Majefty 
inquiring  of  Pallas  the  Ruffian  names  of  feveral  plants,  the  author  fent  fome  dried 
fpecimens,  which  he  accompanied  with  a  fhort  defcription  of  each  plant,  and  a  differ- 
tation  on  their  ufes.  Catharine,  pleafed  with  the  method,  ordered  him  to  defcribe  in 
the  fame  manner  the  botany  of  the  whole  empire,  and  to  fpare  no  expenc'e  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  work.     The  fecond  number  came  out  in  1789. 

The  revifal  of  a  curious,  though  lefs  interefting  publication,  which  fhews  the  verfa- 
tility  of  the  author's  talents^  unfortunately  contributed  to  delay  the  completion  of  the 
Flora  Ruffica  and  his  zoological  refearches ;  this  work  is  an  univerfal  vocabulary,   of 
which  he  fuperintcnded  the  impreffion,  and  which  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  collected  from 
all  quarters  of  the  globe. 

Exclufive  of  thefe  feparate  publications,  he  has  printed  in  the  Afts  of  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Sciences,  various  zoological  and  botanical  differtations,  which  prove  his 
accurate  knowlege  of  natural  hiftory. 

It  cannot  but  be  pleafmg  to  the  lovers  of  fclence  to  be  informed,  that  Pallas  has  been 
diftinguifhed  with  a  mark  of  imperial  favour,  being  appointed  member  of  the  board  of 
mines,  with  an  additional  falary  of  aool.  per  annum,  and  honoured  with  the  order  of 
St.  Volodimlr.  The  Emprefs  alfo  purchafed  his  ample  colleflion  of  natural  hiftory,  ia 
a  manner  highly  flattering  to  the  author,  and  honourable  to  herfelf.  Being  informed: 
that  he  was  defirous  to  difpofe  of  that  coUeftion,  Her  Majefty  fent  word,  that  her  coun- 
try ftiould  not  be  deprived  of  fo  curious  a  cabinet ;  that  fhe  would  be  the  purchafer^ 
and  ordered  him  to  make  out  the  catalogue,  and  fix  the  price.  He  accordingly  named 
15,000  roubles  f.  Having  examined  the  catalogue,  flie  added  with  her  own  hand^ 
*'  Mr.  Pallas  underftands  natural  hiftory  much  better  than  figures;  he  ought  to  have 
charged  20,000  inftead  of  15,000  roubles  for  fo  many  valuable  articles.  The  Emprefs^ 
however,  takes  upon  herfelf  to  correct  the  miftake,  and  hereby  orders  her  treafurer  to^ 
pay  20,000  roubles.  At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Pallas  fliall  not  be  deprived  of  his  coUeC'- 
tion,  which  fliall  ftlll  continue  to  be  in  his  own  poffeffiion  during  his  life,  as  he  fo  well 
underftands  how  to  render  it  moft  ufeful  to  mankind.'.' 

As  the  care  of  putting  Into  order  and  publlfliing  the  papers  of  Gmelln  and  Gulden- 
ftaedt,  is  configned  to  Pallas,  I  fhall  clofe  this  chapter  with  a  fhort  account  of  thofe 
learned  profeffors. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gmelin,  profeffor  at  Tubingen,  and  afterwards  member  of  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Peterfburgh,  commenced  his  travels  in  June  1768,  and  having 
traverfed  the  provinces  of  Mofcow,  Voronetz,  New  Ruffia,  Azof,  Cafan,  and  Aftra- 
can,  vifited,  in  1770  and  1771,  the  different  harbours  of  the  Cafpian,  and  examined 
thofe  parts  of  Perlia  which  border  upon  that  fea,  of  which  he  has  given  a  cirumftantial 
account  in  the  three  volumes  of  his  travels  already  publifhed.  Animated  with  a 
zeal  for  extending  his  obfervatlons,  he  attempted  to  pafs  through  the  weftern  pro- 
vinces of  Perfia,  which  are  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  warfare,  and  infefted  by  numerous 
banditti. 

•  The  botanical  reader  is  referred  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Auguft  1785,  for  a  fclentific  ac- 
tount  of  the  Flora  Ruflica  ;  of  which  no  other  recommendation  need  be  given,  than  that  it  was  written  by 
Dr.  Pultenev. 

t  P.illas  has  fettled  in  Crim  Tartary,  or  Taurida,  on  an  eftate  granted  by  the  Emprefs ;  he  has  lately 
publilhed  the  firit  volume  of  a  defcription  of  that  country. 
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He  quitted  in  April  1772,  Einzelle,  a  fmall  trading  place  in  Ghilan,on  thefouthcrn 
fliore  of  the  Cafpian,  but,  on  account  of  many  difficulties  and  dangers,   did  not,  until 
the  fecond  of  December  1773,  reach  Sallian,  a  town  fituatedat  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Koor.     From  thence  he  proceeded  to  Baku  and  Kuba,  in  the  province  of  Shirvan, 
where  he  met  with  a  friendly  reception  from  AH  Feth  Khan,  the  fovereign  of  that  dif- 
trifl.     After  he  had  been  joined  by  twenty  Uralian  Coffacs,  and  when  he  was  only 
four  days'  journey  from  the  Ruffian  fortrefs  Kiilar,  he  and  his  companions  were,  on  the 
5th  of  February  1774,  arrefted  by  order  of  Ufmci  Khan,  a  petty  Tartar  Prince,  through 
whofe  territories  he  was  obliged  to  pafs.     Ufmci  urged,  as  a  pretence  for  this  arreft 
that  thirty  years  before  feveral  families  had  efcaped  from  his  dominions,  and  found  an 
afylum  in  the  Ruflian  territories ;  adding,  that  Gmelin  fhould  not  be  releafed  until  thefe 
families  were  reftored.     The  profeffor  was  removed  from  prifon  to  prifon,  till  wearied 
out  with  continual  perfecutions,  he  expired  on  the  27th  of  July  at  Achmet-Kent,  a  vil- 
lage of  Mount  Caucafus.      His  death  was  occafioned  partly  by  vexation  for  the  lofs  of 
feveral  papers  and  colle6lions,  and  partly  by  diforders  contracted  from  the  fati"-ues 
of  his  long  journey.     Some  of  his  papers  were  fent  to  Kiflar  during  his  imprifonment  i 
and  the  others  were  refcued  from  the  hands  of  the  barbarian  who  detained  him  in  cap- 
tivity  *. 

John  Anthony  Guldenftaedt  was  born  at  Riga,  on  the  26th  of  April  1745,  received 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  that  town,  and  in  1763  was  admitted  into  the  medical 
college  of  Berlin.  He  completed  his  fludies  at Franckfort  upon  the  Oder,  and  in  1767 
received  the  degree  of  dodtor  of  phyfic  in  that  univerfity;  On  account  of  his  knowledge 
of  foreign  languages,  and  progrefsin  natural  hiftory,  he  was  confidered  as  a  fit  perfon 
to  engage  in  the  expeditions  planned  by  the  Imperial  Academy.  Being  invited  to  Pe- 
terfburgh,  he  arrived  in  that  city  in  1768,  was  created  adjunft  of  the  Academy,  and  in 
1770,  member  ofthat  fociety,  and  profeflbr  of  natural  hiftory.  In  June  1768  he  com- 
menced  his  travels,  and  was  abfent  feven  years.  From  Mofcow,  where  he  continued 
till  March  1769,  he  pafled  to  Voronetz,  Tzaritzin,  Aftracan,  and  Kiflar,  a  fortrefs  on 
the  weftern  ftiore  of  the  Cafpian,  and  clofe  to  the  confines  of  Perfia.  In  1770  he  exa- 
mined the  diftricts  watered  by  the  rivers  Terek,  Sunflia,  and  Alkfai,  in  the  eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  Caucafus,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year  penetrated  into  Offetia,  in  the 
higheft  part  of  the  fame  mountain,  where  he  collected  vocabularies  of  the  language, 
made  inquiries  into  the  hiftory  of  the  people,  and  difcovered  fome  traces  of  chriftianity 
among  them.  Haung  vlfited  Cabarda,  and  the  northern  chain  of  the  Caucafus,  he 
proceeded  to  Georgia,  and  was  admitted  to  an  audience  of  Prince  Heraclius  f,  who  was 
encamped  about  ten  miles  from  Tefflis. 

The 

*  See  Bach.  Ruff.  Bibl.  for  1775,  p.  50. 

f  Prince  Heraclius,  or,  as  he  was  called,  the  Tzar  Iracli,  who  made  fo  bold  a  (land  agalnft  the  Turk* 
in  the  lad  war  between  the  Porte  and  Ruffia,  and  poiTcfTed  ail  Georgia,  Kaketi,  and  the  two  fmall  diftrift* 
of  Bortfhal  and  Kofak,  which  were  ceded  to  him  by  Nadir  Shah,  was  then  above  fixty  years  old,  of  a  middle 
Cze,  with  a  long  countenance,  a  dark  complexion,  large  eyes,  and  a  fmall  beard.  He  paffed  his  youth  at 
the  court  and  in  the  army  of  the  celebrated  Nadir  Shah,  where  he  contracted  a  fondnefs  for  Perlian  cuf- 
toms  and  manners,  which  he  introduced  into  his  kingdom.  He  had  feven  fons  and  fix  daughters.  He  was 
much  rcTered  and  dreaded  by  the  Perfian  Khans,  his  neighbours,  and  ufually  chofen  to  mediate  between 
them  in  their  difputes  with  each  other.  When  they  were  at  war,  he  fupported  one  of  the  parties  with  a 
few  troops,  who  diffufed  a  fpirit  and  courage  among  the  reft,  becaufe  the  Georgian  foldiers  were  efteemed 
the  braveft  of  thofe  parts,  and  Prince  Htraclius  hirafelf  was  renowned  for  his  courage  and  militaiy  fkilL 
When  on  horfeback,  he  always  had  a  pair  of  loaded  pi.lols  at  his  girdle,  and,  if  the  enemy  was  near,  a  muf- 
ket  flung  over  his  fboulder.  In  all  engagements  he  was  the  foremoll  to  give  examples  of  perfonal  bravery, 
afld  frccucntly  charged  the  enemy  at  Uie  head  of  his  troops.     He  loved  pomp  and  expenc« }  he  adopted 
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The  profciTor  accompanied  Prince  Heraclius  ia  a  campaign  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  Koor,  eighty  miles  into  the  interior  part  of  Georgia ;  and  returned  with  him  ta 
Tefflis.  All  the  houfes  of  that  capital  are  of  ftone,  with  flat  roofs,  which  fen-e,  ac- 
cording to  the  cultom  of  the  Eaft,  as  walks  for  the  women.  The  buildings  are  neat 
and  clean,  but  the  (freets  are  exceedingly  dirty  and  narrow.  The  town  contains  one 
Roman  Catholic,  thirteen  Greek,  and  feven  Armenian  churches.  Having  palled  the 
winter  at  Tefflis, .  and  in  examhiing  the  adjacent  country,  he  followed  in  ipring  the 
Prince  to  the  province  of  Kaketia,  and  explored  the  fouthern  diftricls  inhabited  by  the 
Turcoman  Tartars,  and  fubjeft  to  Heraclius,  in  the  company  of  a  Georgian  magnatCj 
whom  he  had  cured  of  a  dangerous  diforder.  In  July  he  went  to  Imeretia,  a  country 
which  lies  between  the  Cafpian  and  Black  Seas,  and  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Georgia,, 
on  the  north  by  Oflctia,  on  the  weft  by  Mingrelia,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  Turkifti  do- 
minions, which  are  under  the  dominion  of  the  Prince  or  Tzar  Solomon  *. 

In  the  almoft  unknown  dominions  of  this  Prince,  who,  from  gratitude  to  Ruffia,. 
afforded  Guldenftaedt  every  aftiftance  in  his  power,  the  profeifor  penetrated  into  the 
middle  chain  of  Mount  Caucafus  j  vifited  the  confines  of  Mingrelia,  Middle  Georgia, 
and  Eaftern  and  Lower  Imeretia,  and,  after  efcaping  many  imminent  dangers  from  ban- 
ditti, fortunately  returned  to  Kidar  on  the  i8th  of  November,  where  he  pafled  the  win- 
ter, colleding  various  information  concerning  the  neighbouring  Tartar  tribes  of  the 
Caucafus,  and  particularly  the  Lefgees.  In  the  lunmier  he  journeyed  to  Cabarda  Ma- 
jor, continued  his  courfe  to  Mount  Befhtan,  the  higheft  point  of  the  firft  ridge  of  the 
Caucafus,  infpefted  the  mines  of  Madfliar,  and  went  to  Tcherkafk  upon  the  Don. 
From  thence  he  made  expeditions  to  Azof  and  Taganroc,  and  then  along  the  new  li- 
mits to  the  Dnieper:  he  hniflied  this  year's  route  at  Krementlhuk,  in  the  government 
of  New  RufO*.  In  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was  proceeding  to  Crim  Tartary  ;  but  receiv- 
ing an  order  of  rccal,  returned  through  the  Ukraine  to  Mofcow  and  Peterlburgh,  where 
he  arrived  in  March  1775!. 


the  drefs  of  Peifia,  and  regulated  his  court  after  the  manner  of  that  coiintrj-.  From  tlie  example  of  the 
Rudiaii  troops,  who  were  quartered  in  Georgia  during  the  laft  I'tirkifh  war,  he  learnt  the  ufe  of  plates, 
knives  and  forks,  difnes,  houfthold  futnltuvcj  &c.  Although  his  revenues  weie  fmall,  fcarcely  exceeding 
50,ccol.  per  annum,  yet  he  cnr.t/ived  to  maintain  a  ilandirg  aimy  of  about  fix  thoufand  men.  He  was  af- 
terwards in  clofe  alliance  \»iih  Ruffia,  and  in  1784  one  of  his  ions  was  colonel  of  a  Cofiac  regiment.  In 
1787  he  was  ccmpelled  to  renounce  his  conHcftion  with  Ruffia,  and  to  acknow}edge  himfclf  tributary  to 
the  Porte,  but  died  foon  afterwards      Georgia  has  been  recently  annexed  to  the  Ruffian  errpire. 

•  Solomon,  having  upon  his  acccffion  forbidden  the  fcandalous  traffic  pra&ifed  by  the  nobles  of  felling 
their  peafants,  gicatly  oifendtd  the  Tuiks,  who  gained  by  that  ipecies  of  comnicice.  Being  by  their  in- 
trigues driven  frum  his  throne,  and  compelled  to  lind  an  afyluni  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  he  lived  like, 
a  wild  man,  fur  fixteen  ye,;rs,  in  caveins  and  holes,  and  frequently  by  his  pcrfonal  courage  tfcaped  affaf- 
iination,  until  he  was  rciiiftated  inhis  dominions  by  the  Ruffians  in  the  Lite  war.  This  Prince  woie  ufually 
a  coarfe  drefs  of  a  brown  colour,  with  a  mulket  on  his  fhoulder  ;  but  on  folemn  occ»-ions  put  on  a  robe  ox 
rich  gold  brocade,  and  hung  round  his  neck  a  filver  chain.  Hi  was  diilinguifhtd  from  his  fubjefts  by 
riding  upon  an  afs,  perhaps  the  otily  one  in  Imeretia,  and  by  wearing  boors.  He  had  !io  regular  troops,, 
but  collected  a  dtfultory  army  of  fi.i  thoufand  men,  without  artillery.  J  hefc  troops  were  diawu  together 
by  the  found  of  the  trumpet  ;  in  other  rtfpctts  the  Prince's  orders  were  ifJued  at  the  markets,  wliich  ate 
held  every  Friday  One  of  his  fervants  afcci.dtd  a  tree  near  the  place  of  meeting,  and  proclaimed  the  edici 
with  a  k'ud  voice.  His  luhjefls  were  of  the  Gieek  religion.  Solomon  died  of  the  plague  in  1784,  and 
was  fuccceded  by  his  nephew  David,  who  thrtw  hinifclf  1  ndtr  the  prottwion  of  Ruffia.  During  my  con- 
tinuance at  Peterfburgh  in  the  winter  of  i  7'!4,  hio  ambaffiidors  were  introduced  to  the  Emprefs,  and  in  the 
Eailern  ftyle  of  homage,  threw  themfelves  on  tiie  ground  at  her  feet. 

-}■  For  an  account  if  Guldenftaedt,  fee  Ruif  Uib.  vol.  i-  p.  49.  102  301.548.  vol.  ii.  p.  221.  456. 
vol  iii.  p.  72.  42  .  Hill,  des  Decouvertee,  Uc.  Introd.  p.  27,  and  Nacricht  von  den  Lcbens-Umllanden 
des  Htrrn  Prof.  Gulutallaedt,  jn  Journ.  St.  Pet,  for  1781. 

On 
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On  his  return  he  was  employed  in  arranging  his  papers;  but  before  he  could  finifli 
them  for  the  prefs,  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  which  proved  mortal,  and  carried 
him  to  the  grave  in  the  month  of  March  1781. 


Chap.  VIIT.— /«/n 

Ruffian  Liter  at  m 

Riijjtan  Tranjlatlom. — Clqfftcal  Learning. 


■oduclion  of  the  Sdavonian  Alphabet  into  Ru/fia. — Rife  and  Pro'^rcf  of 
Ruffian  Literature.— Hiftoriam.—Focts.—Digrcjion  concerning  the  RuJJlan  Stage. 


THE  invention  of  the  Sclavonian  characlers  is  generally  attributed  tn  Conflantine,  a 
Greek  phibropher,  afterwards  more  known  by  the  name  of  Cyril,  which  he  ailuined 
when  he  turned  monk.  About  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century,  Cyril  and  his  brother- 
Methodius  wcrefent  from  Conftantinople  by  Michael  III,  to  plant  the  gofpel  anion"-  the 
Sclavonian  nations  inhabiting  the  countries  bordering  upon  the  Danube,  now  called 
Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  and  thofe  which  were  fettled  in  Bohemia  and  A'loravia.  As 
thofe  barbarous  nations  knew  not  the  ufe  of  letters,  Cyril  compofed  for  them  an  al- 
phabet, and  tranflated  feveral  religious  boolis  into  their  tongue.  The  greater  part  of 
the  characters  were  rlie  capitals  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  the  fame  ufuallv  employed  in 
writing  ;  to  which  he  added  a  few  others,  in  order  to  exprefs  feveral  founds  peculiar  to 
the  Sclavonian  language.  Mod  of  thofe  Sclavonian  nations,  who  received  chriftianity 
from  the  Greeks,  and  have  retained  the  Greek  religion,  ftill  make  ufe  of  thofe  cha- 
rafters ;  while  the  other  people  of  that  tribe,  who  were  either  firil  converted  by  the 
Germans  or  Italians,  or  who  afterwards  adopted  the  Roman  Catholic  tenets,  emoloy 
either  the  German  or  Roman  alphabet  *. 

That  tribe  of  Sclavonians  called  Rufiians,  when  they  iffued  from  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  in  the  ninth  century,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  this  empire,  either  brought 
with  them,  if  they  knew  the  ufe  of  letters,  the  Cyrilian  alphabet ;  or  afterwards  adopted. 
it,  on  their  converfion  to  chriftianity,  when  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  tranflated  by  Cyi-il, 
■was  introduced  among  them.  Thefe  charaders  are  occafionally  written,  like  the  oldePc 
Greek  and  Roman  manufcripts,  of  equal  fize,  at  equal  diftances,  without  connection  or 
ftops,  and  without  difUnftion  of  words. 

The  earlieft  Sclavonian  book  ever  publiflied,  was  a  RuHian  tranflation  of  the  Penta- 
teuch, printed  in  the  Cyrilian  alphabet  at  Prague  in  1719!:  the  fame  letters  were  in- 
troduced into  Ruffia  on  the  eftabliHuTient  of  the  firil  prefs  at  Mofcow,  and  continued 
in  ufe,  not  only  for  ecclefiaftical  publications,  but  alfo  for  all  others,  until  1707,  when 
fome  new  Rufiian  types,  confifting  of  great  and  fmall  letters,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  are 
now  employed,  were  caft  at  Amflerdara  for  the  priating-houfe  at  Mofcow  \.     The  Ian- 

*  BeCdes  the  Ruffians,  the  Sclavonians  dwelling  in  Dalmatia,  and  \n  tlie  i/lands  under  tlie  dominion  of 
Venice,  who  are  of  the  Greek  religion.  Hill  ufe  the  Cyrilian  charadlers.     The  fame  were  eniDlovcd  bv  all 


Jihe  nations  of  H-.:ngary,  Sclavoiiia,  Croatia,  Dahnntia,  and  •■thcrs  in  the  Anllrian  territories  ;   but  as  [lie 


after  their  firft  converfion  quitted  the  Greek,  religion,  and  were  afterwards  turned  by  the  Germans  to  th. 
Roman  Catholic  feft,  ufe  the  German  or  Gothic  charafters,  wiiich  weie  alfo  in  ufe  among  the  Poles,  equall-/ 
indebted  to  the  Germans  for  the  firtl  introduction  of  clirlllianity  among  them  ;  but  the  Poles  have  lately,  i;i 
moft  of  their  publications,  adopttJd  the  Rwman  alphabet.  Kee  the  preface  to  t.he  Meuc  blavonifch  und 
Deutche  Grammatik,  printed  at  Vienna,  1774, 

f  Effii  fur  la  Bibliotheque,  p.  92. 

\,  See  a  Sjeciraen  of  th.e  Ruifian  charaftero  La  vol.  ii.  book  111.  cha|5.  5. 

4.  guage 
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guage  in  which  the  church-fervice  is  ftill  performed,  is  the  fame  which  was  fpoken  In 
the  ninth  century  by  the  Sclavonians  fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  in  the  coun- 
tries now  called  Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  from  whom  the  Ruffians  are  undoubtedly  de- 
fcended.  The  tranflation  of  the  Bible  made  in  that  century  being  ftill  in  general  ufe, 
has  afcertained  its  original,  and  preferved  it  in  its  priftine  ftate;  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  feveral  dialeds  of  Sclavonian,  fuch  as  Polifli,  Ruffian,  and  Bohemian,  have  a 
greater  refemblance  to  this  mother-tongue  than  to  each  other  *. 

The  Cyrilian  alphabet  employed  by  the  Ruffian  church  is  compofed  of  thirty-nine 
charafters,  fome  of  which  contained,  according  to  our  mode  of  fpelling,  three  or  even 
four  confonanjs ;  but,  as  new  modified  in  1 707,  for  common  ufe,  is  reduced  f  to  thirty 
letters. 

The  Sclavonian,  in  Its  different  dialeds,  is  known  through  a  larger  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  fpoken  by  a  greater  number  of  people,  than  perhaps  any  other  language  in  the 
world.  It  is  the  native  tongue  in  Bohemia,  Moravia,  Croatia,  Carinthia,  Carniola, 
Sclavonia,  Bofnia,  Servia,  Albania,  Dalmatia,  different  parts  of  Hungary  and  Bulgaria, 
Poland,  and  Ruffia ,  in  a  word,  a  traveller  acquainted  with  that  language  would  be 
underftood  from  the  confines  of  Germany  to  the  Sea  of  Kamtchatka. 

The  Ruffian  dialed  of  the  Sclavonian,  which  is  faid  to  be  extremely  rich  and  har- 
monious, has  not,  till  lately,  undergone  any  cultivation ;  having  been  chieHy  confined 
to  affairs  of  government,  ecclefiaflical  writings,  and  to  unconnected  chronicles  and 
journals. 

Some  authors,  in  confidering  the  fmall  advances  made  by  the  Ruffians  in  the  arts 
and  fciences,  when  compared  with  the  progi-efs  of  the  more  enlightened  nations  in 
Europe,  have  erroneoufly  attributed  this  deficiency  to  the  elfefts  of  climate,  or  to  an 
innate  want  of  genius.  The  latter  affertion  fcarcely  deferves  a  ferious  refutation ;  for 
all  intelleftual  improvement  mufl  arife  from  culture,  and  the  greater  or  lefs  degree  of 
knowledge  muft  ultimately  depend  upon  the  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  inftrudion, 
Befides,  this  illiberal  refledlion  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  bare  mention  of  feveral  il- 
luftrious  Ruffians,  who,  amongfl  many  others,  might  be  felefted  on  this  occafion :  Phi- 
laretes  and  Nicon  ;  Sophia  Alexiefna ;  Prince  Vaffili  Galitzin,  and  Peter  the  Great; 
the  learned  Theophanes  ;  the  poets  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof,  and  Kherelkof ;  and 
the  prefent  hiftorian,  Prince  Sherebatof. 

With  refpefl:  to  the  objedtion,  that  the  genius  of  this  nation  has  been  fettered  by  the 
intenfe  cold  of  the  climate,  it  may  be  remarked :  if  climate  has  an  invincible  effed  upon 
mankind,  where  fliall  we  draw  the  line  of  the  greatefl  Intelledual  ability  ?  Shall  we 
fuppofe  a  point,  in  which  the  human  mind  is  at  its  greateft  perfedion,  from  which,  in 
proportion  as  it  recedes,  it  gradually  degenerates  ?  Is  the  influence  of  climate  uniforni 
or  cafual  ?  If  uniform,  why  is  modern  Greece  no  longer  the  feat  of  arts  and  learning  ? 
Why  was  Iceland  once  the  chief  repofitory  of  northern  literature  ?  Why  are  the  Swedes 
more  enlightened  than  the  Ruffians  ?  And  why  are  not  the  Ruffians  of  Aftracan  more 
civilized  than  thofe  of  Peterfburgh  and  Archangel  ?  If  the  effefts  of  climate  are  cafual, 
they  are  then  counterbalanced  by  other  circumftances  j  and  it  ceafes  to  be  a  pofitlve 
criterion  of  diftindlon. 

Many  impediments  arife  from  the  government,  religion,  and  particularly  from  the 
vafTalage  of  the  peafants,  which  tend  to  check  the  diffufion  of  the  arts  and  fciences, 
without  the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  a  fuppofed  want  of  genius,  or  to  the  effed 

«  Schloetzer  Prob.  Ruf.  An.  p.  189. 

t  Ruffian  Didionary,  1778.     In  Charpcntlere's  Grammar  there  are  tkirty-two  chaiaiSers. 
*•  of 
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of  climate.  But  inftead  of  combating  theoretical  reafonings,  which  have  no  foundation 
in  faft  or  experience,  I  fliall  haften  to  trace  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Ruffian  literature, 
and  take  a  curfory  view  of  its  prefent  ftate. 

"While  fome  authors  deny  the  fmallefl  portion  of  literature  to  the  Ruffians,  and  even 
hold  them  incapable  of  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  fcience ;  others,  on  the  contrary, 
aflert,  that  they  began  to  be  enlightened  even  at  fo  early  a  period  as  during  the  reigns 
of  Oleg  and  Igor  *.  The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  hypothefis  prove  little  more  than 
that  the  Ruffians  in  thofe  times  were  not  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  writing ;  and 
that  they  had  compofed,  or  could  repeat,  a  few  ancient  fongs,  which  celebrated  the 
military  exploits  of  their  Princes  and  leaders.  But  undoubtedly  the  whole  nation  was 
plunged  in  the  groflefl  ignorance,  and  in  a  fituation  not  fuperior  to  that  of  the  wander- 
ing hordes  who  now  inhabit  Independent  Tartary.  It  is  faid  of  Svatoflaf,  the  fon  of 
Igort;  "  On  his  march  he  carried  with  him  no  baggage-waggon,  no  kitchen  furni- 
ture  ;  his  food  was  the  flelh  of  horfes  and  other  animals,  jufl;  warmed  over  the  fire ;  he 
had  no  tent ;  his  houfings  ferved  for  a  bed,  and  his  faddle  for  a  pillow ;  the  whole 
army  followed  his  example."  A  defcription  which  charadlerizes  the  chief  of  an  unlet- 
tered Scythian  tribe,  and  not  the  fovereign  of  a  people  in  whom  the  fmalleft  traces  of 
the  arts  were  found.  And  although  perhaps  the  knowledge  of  the  Sclavonian  alphabet 
might  have  been  brought  into  Ruffia  by  a  few  chriftians,  who  were  drawn  to  the  court 
by  Olga,  the  wife  of  Igor  ;  yet  the  firfl  introdudion  of  literature  muft  be  afcribed  to 
Vladimir  the  Great,  on  his  converfion  to  chriftianity  in  988;  who  inflituted  fchools, 
and  paffed  a  decree  J  to  regulate  the  mode  of  inftruding  youth.  Under  the  aufpices 
of  his  fon  Yaroflaf,  who  afcended  the  throne  in  1018,  many  learned  priefts  were  in- 
vited from  Conflantinople,  various  Greek  books  tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  tongue,  and 
hymns  and  other  poetical  verfions  of  the  Pfalms  fung  in  the  churches.  He  alio  eftab- 
liflied  a  feminary  at  Novogorod  for  three  hundred  ftudents,  and  gave  to  that  republic 
the  firfl:  code  of  written  laws.  This  dawn  of  letters  was  obfcured  by  fubfequent  cala- 
mities, and  fucceeded  by  a  long  darknefs  of  three  centuries,  during  which  the  nation 
was  fubjeft  to  the  Tartar  yoke.  The  Chriftian  religion,  however,  tended  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  moft  other  countries  of  Europe,  to  preferve  fome  fmall  remains  of  literature 
in  the  fchoolsof  the  monafteries.  Each  convent  fortunately  became  an  afylum  for  the 
prefervation,  though  not  for  the  diffufion  of  knowledge ;  and  in  this  period  of  barbarifin 
and  ignorance,  many  monks  were  diftinguilhed  for  their  erudition. 


*  RuRic,  entered  Rufiia  about  862  ;  died  879. 


3.  Igor,  died  945;  married  Olga. 


2-  Olig,  probably  the  nephew  of  RmTc, 
Great-Duke  or  regent  during  thf  ir"'uority 
cf  Igor, 


4.  SvATOSLAF,  died  974. 


5.  Yaropolk,  died  980.     6,  Vladimir  the  Great,  reigned  9S0;  died  1014, 


7.  Yaroslaf,  1053, 

f  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1781,  part  I.  pi  151. 

I  This  curious  decree  ftill  exifts  in  the  Ruffian  tongue,  and  is  tranflated  into  French  by  Bachtnelfter,  ir> 
hii  Effai  fur  la  Bib.  &c.  p.  g. 

"  On 
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On  the  final  expulfion  of  the  Tartars  by  Ivan  VaiTilievItch  I,  in  the  middle  of  the 
1  ^th  century,  Ruflia  gradually  emerged  from  this  ffcate  of  darknefs,  and  continued  im- 
proving in  civilization  and  culture,  under  the  patronage  of  the  fucceedhig  fovereigns, 
particularly  Ivan  II.  Boris  Godunof,  the  two  tirll  tzars  of  the  line  of  Romanof,  and 
the  princefs  Sophia.  But  it  was  not  till  the  xra  of  Peter  the  Great  that  letters,  which 
had  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  regular  clergy,  began  to  be  cultivated  by  the  laity  ;  a 
fure  fign  that  the  nation  was  advancing  to  a  more  general  ftate  of  improvement. 

A  review  of  the  lives  and  works  of  the  mod  eminent  writers,  who  have  contributed 
to  refine  the  language,  and  diffufe  a  tafle  for  fcience,  will  affift  in  tracing  the  progreft; 
of  literature,  and  afcertaining  its  prefent  ftate. 

In  this  inquiry  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  principally  to  Hjftory  and  Poetry. 

Ruflia  can  boall  the  earlieft  hiflorian  of  the  North;  for,  at  a  period  when  Poland, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  were  unlettered;  when  even  the  annalifts  of  Iceland  were 
mute;  a  monk  of  the  convent  of  Petcherlki  at  Kiof  was  compiling  the  hi.tory  of 
Rullia. 

This  annalift,  whofe  fecular  name  is  not  known,  was  born  in  1046,  at  Bielozero, 
and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age  affumed  the  monadic  habit,  and  took  the  name 
of  Neftor  *.  At  Kiof  he  made  a  confiderable  proficiency  in  the  Greek  language,  but 
I'eems  to  have  formed  hisftyle  and  manner  rather  from  the  Byzantine  hirtorians,  Cerde- 
nus,  Zonaras,  and  Syncellus,  than  from  the  ancient  clafTics.  The  time  of  Neflor's 
death  is  not  alcertained ;  but  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  attained  an  advanced  age,  and  to 
have  died  about  the  year  1115. 

His  great  work  is  his  Chronicle  with  an  introduSion,  which  contains  a  firort  fketch  of 
the  early  ftate  of  the  world,  taken  from  the  Byzantine  writers,  a  geographical  defcription 
of  Ruina,  and  an  account  of  the  Sclavonian  nations.  He  then  enters  upon  a  chrono- 
lo'5-ical  feries  of  the  Ruflian  annals,  from  the  year  S58  to  about  1113.  His  ftyle  is  (imple 
<ind  unadorned,  fuch  as  fuits  a  mere  recorder  of  facts  ;  but  his  chronological  exadnefs, 
though  it  render  his  narrative  dry  and  tedious,  contributes  to  afcertain  the  ssra  and 
authenticity  of  the  events  which  he  relates  f. 

*  Fortlie  account  of  Neftor,  fee  principally  MuUer,  S.  R.  G.  V.  p. 6;  and  Scliloetzer's  Probe  Ruffif- 
cVie  Annaleii ;  which  accurate  and  inlerefting  work  1  have  chiefly  followed,  as  the  great  fource  of  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  early  aiinalifts  of  Rufila. 

-j-   A  competent  judge  thus  expreffes  himfclf  with  rer.ard  to  this  performance  : 

"  Ncllor's  chronicle  is  unique  in  it3  kind.  For  all  the  other  Sclavonian  people,  fuch  as  the  Poles,  Bohe- 
mians, lUyrians,  Sec.  cannot  produce  any  writer  who  can  in  the  fmallclt  degree  contend  with  the  Ruffian  an- 
rialift  in  anUqnity,  minutenefs,  accuracy,  and  truth.  He  was  fo  highly  elleemed  in  Ruffia,  and  the  fubfe- 
qucnt  wiiters  were  fo  convinced  of  his  fidelity,  that  in  fpeaking  of  the  iame  times,  they  adopt  his  very 
words,  or  make  only  the  fm.illell  alterations. 

"  I  will  not  prejudice  the  readers  in  their  judgment  concerning  the  authenticity  of  this  annalill ;  and  I 
am  convinced,  that  whoever  perefes  his  work,  will  at  once  do  him  the  jullice  which  he  deferves.  I  allude 
to  thofe  readers  only  who  do  not  acknowledge  any  other  hillories  than  thofe  which  are  derived  from  the  moll 
cfteemed  fources ;  and  who  know  how  to  diilinguifh  with  critical  exa<.^nefs  the  purity  of  thofe  fourccs. 
J'Ut  1  do  niit  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe  who  have  not  hitherto  been  acquainted  with  any  other  writers  on  the 
c-.irly  times  of  the  Ruffian  hiftory  than  Herbeiilciri  and  Petreius  ;  place  the  introdiiftion  of  the  art  of 
writing  into  Ruflia  fo  late  as  the  13th  century;  who  hold  the  fuccclHon  of  the  Ruflian  fovereigns  to  be 
unknown,  at  leaft  uncertain,  until  the  time  of  Ivan  Vaflillevitch  ;  who  confider  this  long  period  as  totally 
obfcuve,  in  which  no  chronicle  affords  a  clue  to  the  difccrning  liilforian  ;  who  draw  their  whole  knowledge 
of  Ruflian  hirtoty  from  Strahlenberg,  Voltaire,  La  Combe,  and  from  the  dill  more  wretched  compilers  of 
the  article  Ruflia  in  the  Univertal  Hillory.  Tiiele  readers  will  not  indeed  be  cafily  induced  to  elleem,  as 
authentic,  tlie  relations  of  a  nv)nk,  whofe  writings  (how  the  inaccuracy  of  the  above-mentioned  authors, 
and  confute  at  once  their  whole  account  of  Ruffia  duringthe  middle  ages."     Schloetzer,  llufT.  Ann.  p.  32. 

It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  an  author  of  fuch  importance,  whofe  name  frequently  occurs 
in  the  early  Ruffian  books,  fliould  have  remained  in  obfcurity  above  fix  hundred  years, 
and  been  fcarcely  known  to  his  modern  countrymen.  A  copy  of  his  chronicle  was 
given,  in  1668,  by  Prince  Radzivil  to  the  Hbrary  of  Konigfburgh,  where  it  lay  unno- 
ticed until  Peter  the  Great,  in  hispaffage  through  that  town,  ordered  a  tranfcript  to  be 
fent  to  Peterfburgh.  But  the  author  was  ftill  unknown,  for  when  Mulier  in  1 732,  pub- 
lifhed  the  firfl:  part  of  a  German  tranflation  *,  he  mentioned  it  as  the  work  of  the  ab- 
bot Theodofius  of  Kiof.  The  ingenious  editor,  not  being  at  that  time  fulliciently  ac- 
quainted with  the  Sclavonian  tongue,  employed  an  interpreter,  who,  by  miflaking'a 
letter  in  the  title,  fuppofed  it  written  by  a  perfon  whofe  name  was  Theodofius.  This 
ridiculous  blunder  was  foon  circulated,  and  copied  by  many  foreign  writers ;  even  Ion? 
after  it  was  candidly  acknowledged  and  correiEled  by  Mulier. 

Neftor  was  fucceffively  followed  by  three  annalifts ;  the  firfl:  was  Sylvefter,  abbot  of 
the  convent  of  St.  Michael  at  Kiof,  and  bifhop  of  Periflaf,  who  died  m  1123  :  he  com- 
mences his  chronicle  from  1 1 15,  only  two  years  pofleriorto  that  of  Neftor,  and  conti- 
nues it  to  1 123 ;  from  which  period  a  monk,  whofe  name  has  not  been  delivered  down 
to  pofterity,  carries  the  hiftory  to  11 57;  and  another,  equally  unknown,  to  1203. 
With  refpect  to  thefe  performances,  Mulier  informs  us,  "  the  labqurs  of  Neftor  and 
his  three  continuators  have  produced  a  conncfted  feriesof  Ruftian  hiftory  fo  complete 
that  no  nation  can  boaft  a  fimilar  treafure  for  fo  long  and  unbroken  a  period  f."  We 
may  add  likewife  from  the  fame  authority,  that  thefe  annals  record  much  fev.-er  pro- 
digies and  monkifh  legends,  than  others  which  have  ifl'ued  from  the  cloifter  in  times  fo 
unenlightened. 

From  this  period,  which  terminates  in  1203,  there  is  no  regular  continuation  of  the 
Ruffian  hiftory,  but  many  feparate  and  detached  annalifts ;  for  as  the  empire  was 
broken  into  independent  principalities,  each  writer  has  detailed  the  events  of  the  parti- 
cular diftria  in  which  he  flourilhed.  The  next  general  annalift  who  prefents  himfelf  to 
our  notice  is  Cyprian,  metropolitan  of  Ruffia  in  the  reign  of  Demetrius  Donfki,  who 
began  in  the  14th  century  the  Book  of  Degrees  ;  fo  called  becaufe  it  arranges  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  Empire,  according  to  the  order  of  defcent :  each  degree  contains  the  reign 
of  thofe  fovereigns  who  followed  each  other  in  an  uninterrupted  line ;  and  a  new  one 
commences  when  the  throne  palled  to  a  collateral  branch.  This  work  was  continued  by 
the  metropolitan  Makari,  who  flouriflied  under  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  and  afterwards  by 
unknown  compilers,  to  the  times  fomewhat  poflferior  to  the  reign  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch. 
Thefe  writings,  unUke  thofe  of  Neftor  and  his  continuators,  contain  many  idle  traditions 
and  abfurd  legends ;  but  the  events  which  they  record,  render  them  the  objed  of  the 
hiftorian's  notice }  and  Mulier  has  thought  them  of  fufficient  confequence  to  become 
their  editor. 

The  chronicle  of  the  patriarch  Nicon,  in  which  he  collefled  a  complete  feries  of 
Ruffian  annalifts,  from  Neftor  to  the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary  exertions  which  he  made  to  difFufe  knowledge  among  his  countrymen,  have  been 
already  related. 

The  reign  of  Alexey  was  extremely  fertile  in  what  were  called  hiftorical  produftions  ; 
but  which  in  reality  are  rather  dry  materials  than  deferving  fuch  an  honourable  appella- 

*  S.  R.  G.  I.  p.  I,  &c.  The  real  title  to  this  manufcript  was,  by  the  "  Monk  of  the  Theodofian 
Convent  of  Petcherfki ;"  which  the  interpreter,  by  millaking  one  Utter,  explained,  The  Monk  Theo- 
dofius, of  the  Convent,  &c.     See  Schloetzer,  p.  16. 

t  S.  R.  G.  V.p.  6. 

VOL  VI.  5  Q  tion. 
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tion.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  various  chronicles,  journals  of  the  court, 
books  of  genealogy,  public  records,  ftate-papers,  and  other  fimilar  fources  of  infor- 
mation, both  of  his  and  fucceeding  times ;  which  the  libraries  contain  in  fuch  abundance 
as  to  aftonifh  a  ftranger,  who  by  falfe  reprefentations  may  have  been  mifled  to  conceive 
that  the  Ruffians  are  deficient  in  original  documents. 

Among  the  perfons  who,  pofterior  to  Nicon,  have  moftly  contributed  to  promote 
fcience  by  their  example  and  proteftion,  and  who  may  be  claffed  among  the  hiftorians, 
mufl:  not  be  omitted  Theophanes  Prokopovitch,  metropolitan  archbifliop  of  Novogorod. 
This  learned  prelate  was  the  fon  of  a  burgher  of  Kiof ;  he  was  born  on  the  9th  of  June 
J 68 1,  and  baptized  by  the  name  of  Elifha.  He  commenced  his  ftudies  under  his 
uncle  Theophanes,  redor  of  the  feminary  in  the  Bratlkoi  Convent  at  Kiof,  and 
was  well  grounded  in  the  rudiments  of  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  tongues. 
Though  his  uncle  died  in  1692,  he  completed  his  education  in  that  feminary,  and  ia 
the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  travelled  into  Italy.  He  refided  three  years  at  Rome ; 
where,  befides  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Italian,  he  acquired  a  tafte  for  the  fine 
arts,  and  improved  himfelf  in  philofophy  and  divinity. 

On  his  return  to  Kiof,  he  read  leftures  on  the  Latin  and  Sclavonian  poetry  In  the  fe« 
minary,  and,  having  affumed  the  monadic  habit,  changed  his  name  to  Theophanes. 
Before  he  attained  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  he  was  admitted  praefedt,  the  fecond  office 
in  the  feminary,  and  profeflbr  of  philofophy.  In  1706,  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  a 
Latin  oration  before  Peter  the  Great,  and  flill  more  by  a  fermon,  which,  in  17^9,  he 
preached  before  the  fame  monarch  after  the  battle  of  Pultava.  Having  once  attraded 
the  notice,  he  foon  acquired  the  protection  of  Peter,  who,  captivated  with  his  great  ta- 
lents, fuperior  learning,  and  polite  addrefs,  feleded  him  for  a  companion  In  the 
enfuing  campaign  agalnft  the  Turks ;  a  fure  prelude  to  his  future  advancement.  In 
1711,  Theophanes  was  nominated  abbot  of  the  monaftry  of  Bratlkoi,  reftor  of  the 
feminary,  and  profeffor  of  divinity.  His  cenfures  againft  the  ignorance  and  indolence  of 
the  Ruffian  clergy,  and  his  endeavours  to  promote  a  tafte  for  polite  literature  among 
his  brethren,  rendered  him  a  fit  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  Peter  for  the  reformation 
of  the  church,  and  the  abolition  of  the  patriarchal  dignity.  He  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  fynod,  of  which  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment  he  himfelf  drew  the  plan,  was  created 
in  1718  bilhop  of  Plefccf,  and  in  1720  archbiffiop  of  the  fame  diocefe:  foon  after  the 
acceffiion  of  Catherine  he  was  confecrated  archbiffiop  of  Novogorod,  and  Metropo- 
litan of  all  Ruffia,  and  died  In  1736.  'j 

Befides  various  fermons  and  theological  difquifitions,  he  wrote  a  treatlfe  on  rhetoric, 
and  on  the  rules  of  Latin  and  Sclavonian  poetry ;  he  compofed  verfes  in  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, and  was  author  of  a  work,  for  which  he  is  chiefly  mentioned  in  this  place,  the 
Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  which  terminates  with  the  battle  of  Pultava.  In  this  perfor- 
mance the  prelate  has,  notwithftanding  his  natural  partiality  to  his  benefadbor,  avoided 
that  fcurrilous  abufe  of  the  contrary  party  which  frequently  difgraces  the  beft  hiftorles, 
and  has  been  particularly  candid  in  his  account  of  Sophia.  Peter  employed  him  in 
compofing  the  decrees  which  concerned  theological  queftions,  and  even  many  which  re- 
lated to  civil  affairs. 

Theophanes  not  only  cultivated  the  fciences,  and  promoted  them  during  his  life,  but 
likewife  left  a  legacy  to  his  countrymen,  for  their  further  progrefs  after  his  deceafe,  by 
maintaining  and  fuperintending  the  education  -of  fixty  boys,  In  his  epifcopal  palace. 
Under  his  aufpices,  they  were  inftrufted  in  foreign  languages,  and  in  various  branches 
of  polite  knowledge,   which   had  been  hitherto  cenfured  by  many  as  profane  acqui- 

Cuions  J 
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fitions ;  thus  tranfmitting  the  rays  of  learning  to  illuminate  future  ages  and  a  diftant 
pofterity*. 
^  Though  Ruffia  hitherto  abounded  in  chronicles  and  annals  relative  to  detached  pe- 
riods ;  yet,  excepting  a  dry  detail  of  fadts  compiled  for  the  ufo  of  Alexcy  Michaelovitch, 
it  poffeffed  no  regular  and  connedled  hiftory.  The  firll  attempt  towards  fuch  a  work 
was  undertaken  by  Prince  Khilkof.  This  nobleman  f,  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family,  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  embaffador  to  feveral  foreign  courts,  before  he  was 
deputed,  in  1700,  to  Stockholm.  He  accompanied  Charles  XII.  in  his  defcent  upon 
the  Ifle  of  Zealand ;  and  on  the  enfuing  truce  of  Travendhal,  between  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  returned  to  Stockholm,  on  the  17th  of  September,  at  the  eve  of  the  rup- 
ture which  broke  out  between  the  Swedilh  and  Ruffian  monarchs.  His  charafter  of 
embaffador,  deemed  facred  by  the  law  of  nations,  could  not  proted  him  from  the  re- 
fentment  of  Charles  XII.  j  and,  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  he  was  arrefled  and 
imprifoned. 

As  an  amufement  during  his  captivity,  which  was  long  and  rigorous,  and  at  the  re- 
quell  of  his  fellow-prifoner  prince  Trubetfkoi,  he  began  an  abridgment  of  the  Ruffian 
hiftory,  from  the  earlieft  period  to  his  own  time  ;  and  after  a  confinement  of  eighteen 
years,  expired  in  his  prifon  of  Wefteros,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  rel'eafed. 

His  work  called  the  "  Kernel  of  the  Ruffian  Hiftory,"  is  a  mere  abridt^ment,  and 
was  publilhed  in  1 770  by  Mr.  Muller.  It  forms  only  one  volume  in  oftavo,  and  contains 
feven  books :  the  firft  commences  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  ends  with  the 
foundation  of  the  Ruffian  empire  under  Ruric ;  the  remaining  fix  carry  down  the  hiftory 
to  the  year  1713.  During  fomepart  of  his  confinement  he  was  permitted  to  receive 
from  Mofcow,  books,  extrafts  from  chronicles,  and  a  few  ftate-papers ;  but  as  he  could 
not  obtain  the  neceffary  documents  fo  well  as  on  the  fpot,  his  performance  unavoidably 
contains  occaftonal  errors,  many  of  which  he  judicious  editor  has  correfted. 

In  1720,  Vafiili  Tatifchef,  who  had  more  opportunities  of  obtaining  information, 
began  to  collefl:  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  and  continued  his  refearches 
-without  intermiffion  for  thirty  years.  The  indefatigable  compiler  finifhed  his  account  to 
the  reign  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  and  was  bringing  it  down  to  this  century,  when  death 
put  a  period  to  his  labours.  Part  of  this  great  work  was  confumed  by  fire,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  publifhed  after  the  author's  death  by  Muller.  It  confifts  of  three  volumes 
in  quarto.  The  firft  contains  feveral  curious  differtations  relative  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
Sclavonian  nation ;  the  fecond  and  third  comprife  the  hiftory  of  the  Rufllan  empire, 
from  its  earlieft  origin  to  1237.  It  can  hardly  be  called  a  regular  hiftory,  but  is  rather 
a  connefted  feries  of  chronicles,  whofe  antiquated  Sclavonian  dialeds  are  merely 
changed  into  the  Ruffian  idiom  ;  and  the  author  is  juftly  cenfured  for  not  regularly  ci- 
ting the  various  annalifts  as  he  alxidges  or  new  models  them,  and  for  not  afligning  the 
reafons  which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  writers  whofe  relations  he  has  adopted,  to  thofe 
■which  he  has  rejected  |. 

Since  Tatifchef,  feveral  writers  §  have  publiftied  coUeftions  of  fbite-papers  and  other 
documents;  but.the  honour  of  compofinga  complete  hiftory  of  this  country  is  proba- 
bly 

*  Foe  tlie  hiftory  of  TheophaiKs  I  have  followed  I'mph'citly  Muller,  whofe  fideh'ty  and  accuracy  always 
appear  to  mc  unquelUonable.     See  S.  R.  G.  V.  p.  564. 

f  See  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1777,  p.  78  —  87. 

X  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1774,  p.  43;  alio  for  1775,  p.  7l6.     L'Evefque,  vol.  i   p.  xxxi. 

§  Particularly  Novikof,  in  his  ancient  Ruffian  Library,  in  ten  volumes,  a  work  thus  charaifterifed  bv 
X.'  Evefque  ;  "  Recueil  de  pieces  originales  et  authentiques,  tireee  dea  cabineti  ct  dtt  archives  ;  on  y  trouve 
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bly  referved  for  prince  Sherebatof;  who,  if  we  except  MuUer,  has  contributed  mora 
than  any  other  perfon  towards  illuftrating  the  Ruffian  annals. 

This  learned  nobleman  is  editor  of  feveral  works  :  a  journal  of  Peter  the  Great,  in 
2  vols,  quarto,  which  he  found  in  the  archives,  and  published  by  order  of  the  Emprefs. 
It  confifts  of  eight  books,  five  of  which  were  corredled  by  Peter  himfelf;  The  firft 
volume  begins  with  the  infurredtion  of  the  Strelitzes  in  1698,  and  finifhes  with  17 14; 
the  fecond  concludes  with  the  peace  of  Nyftadt  in  1 72 1 .  The  learned  editor  has  added 
feveral  remarks,  and  fome  important  pieces  from  the  Ruffian  archives.  The  Ruffian 
Hiflory,  by  an  Ancient  Annalift,  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Vlodimir  Mono- 
maca,  in  1114  to  1472,  in  which  the  author  dwells  on  the  civil  feuds  of  Novogorod, 
and  its  fubjeftion  to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  The  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  in  the  Ruffian 
language,  firft  publiffiedat  Venice,  which  the  Prince  reprinted  in  17745  and  enriched 
with  hiftorical  obfervations.  His  own  works  are,  an  Account  of  the  Ruffian  Impoftors  : 
amongft  thefe  is  the  life  of  Demetrius,  chiefly  drawn  from  the  fources  confulted  by 
MuUer  in  his  relation  of  the  fame  period.  But  this  noble  author's  great  work  is  the 
Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  from  the  earlieft  times.  He  has  already  publifhed  three  volumes  in 
quarto,  which  finifhed  with  the  reign  of  Demetrius  Donfki,  who  died  in  1389.  I  have 
read  with  great  pleafure  the  German  tranflation  of  this  performance,  which  is  a  moft  va- 
luable addition  to  the  hiftory  of  the  North.  The  author  had  accefs  to  the  imperial 
archives  ;  he  draws  his  information  from  the  moft  ancient  and  unqueftionable  fources, 
is  exaft  in  quoting  his  authorities,  and  ranges  the  events  in  chronological  order  with 
o-reat  perfpicuity.  A  writer,  who  confulted  many  chronicles  cited  by  this  hiftorian,  and 
who  has  given  to  the  public  the  moft  complete  hiftory  of  Ruffia  yet  extant,  thus  fpeaks 
of  this  work :  "  The  author  always  cites  his  authorities.  I  have  verified  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  references,  and  have  always  difcovered  his  accuracy.  If  the  firft  charafter  of 
an  hiftorian  is  the  love  of  truth,  the  prince  deferves  the  greateft  praife*." 

Although  this  difquifition  is  confined  to  the  native  writers ;  yet  I  cannot  avoid  meij- 
tionintr  Voltaire's  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  it  is  the  work  from  which  moft  foreign 
nations  have  formed  their  ideas  of  Ruffia ;  which  many  French  and  Englifh  authors 
have  fervilely  copied,  until  it  is  confidered  as  a  ftandard  book,  and  particularly  as  the 
author  informs  us  in  the  Preface :  "  La  cour  de  Peterfboiirg,  Is'c.  a  fait  parvenir  a  I'hif- 
iorien  charge  de  cet  ouvrage  tous  les  docume?is  autbentiques.  11 71*  a  ecrit  que  fur  des  frtuves 
incontefiabks." 

But  the  well-informed  Ruffians,  although  this  work  idolizes  their  hero  Peter  the 
Great,  confefs  that  it  is  an  inaccurate  performance ;  a  panegyric  rather  than  a  hiftory, 
in  which  many  fads  are  difguifed  or  omitted  ;  where  every  defed  in  the  principal  cha- 
rafter  is  foftened,  and  every  virtue  exaggerated.  In  truth,  the  elegant  author  wrote 
this  Life  at  the  defire  of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  by  whofe  order  he  received  great  part 
of  the  materials.  Hence  it  may  eafily  be  conjeftured,  that  nothing  would  be  commu- 
nicated which  could  refleft  the  fmalleft  difcredit  on  Peter  or  Catharine  ;  and  that  the 
author  was  unwilling  to  infert  any  circumftance  which  might  be  difpleafing  to  Elizabeth. 
His  genius  was  fettered  by  thefe  reftraintsj  the  pi£lure  accordingly,  which  he  has  drawa 


des  morceaux  tres  importantes."  Vol.  J.  p.  xxiv.  The  Academy  of  Sciences  has  a]fo  publifhed  an  hiftbri- 
cal  Journal  every  month,  from  1754  to  1765.  It  confifls  of  twenty  volumes,  oftavOj  and  contain*  "  un 
grande  nombrc  de  monceaux  hiftoriques  tres-intereflans,  dont  la  plupart  onl  etc  compofes  par  le  favant  Mul- 
len"    lb. 

*  Li'Evefque. 
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of  Peter,  is  alnioft  as  devoid  of  animation  as  of  refemblance,  and  this  fketch  is  the  lead 
entertaining,  as  well  as  the  moft  inaccurate  of  his  hiftorical  pieces. 

But  frequently  alfo  in  regard  to  thofe  events  which  did  not  interfere  with  Elizabeth's 
prejudices,  he  either  did  not  examine,  or  did  not  follow,  fome  of  the  beft  and  moft 
authentic  materials  communicated  from  Peterfburgh  *.  From  thefe  circumftances  we 
may  aflent  to  the  truth  of  thecenfure  pafled  by  the  lively  writer  upon  his  own  perform- 
ance, when  he  faid,  "  Jeferai  graver  fur  ma  tombe,  cy  git  qui  a  voulu  krire  I'hijloire  de 
Pierre  leGrand\." 

Of  the  Ruffian  poetry  previous  to  this  century,  the  only  fpecimens  were  a  few  ancient 
fongs,  fome  occafional  copies  of  verfes,  and  a  pfalter,  compofcd  by  the  monk  Simeon 
Poloiflci,  printed  at  Mofcow  in  1680.  To  ufe  the  expreffions  of  the  epic  writer  Kheraf- 
kof,  "  the  Mufes  waited  till  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  to  make  their  appearance  in 
Ruffia :  before  his  time  were  indeed  a  few  poets,  but  their  compofitions  were  more 
rhymes  than  verfes,  and  even  during  his  reign  the  art  was  flill  in  its  infancy.  At  length 
came  Lomonozof  j,"  &c.  Theophanes  had  indeed  read  ledures  on  the  rules  of  Scla- 
vonian  or  Ruffian  verfe  ;  Prince  Kantemir,  Ilinfki,  Trediatofski,  and  a  few  others,  had 
compofed  ;  but  there  were  no  poets  of  eminence  before  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof. 
A  Iketch  therefore  of  the  lives  and  writings  of  thefe  two  authors,  a  fliort  account  of  the 
Ruffian  ftage,  and  a  few  remarks  on  the  compofitions  of  Kherafkdf,  will  convey  to  the 
reader  fome  idea  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  ftate  of  poetry  in  this  empire. 

Lomonozof  §,  the  great  refiner  of  his  native  tongue,  was  the  fon  of  a  fiflimonger  at 
Kolmogori :  he  was  born  in  171 1,  and  fortunately  taught  to  read  ;  a  rare  inftance  for 
a  perfon  of  fo  low  a  ftation  in  Ruffia.  His  natural  genius  for  poetry  was  firfl  kindled 
by  the  perufal  of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  done  into  verfe  by  Polotfki,  whofe  rude  com- 
pofitions, perhaps  fcarcely  fuperior  to  our  verfion  of  the  Pfalms  by  Sternhold  and  Hop- 
Idns,  infpired  him  with  an  irrefiftible  paffion  for  the  mufes.  He  fled  from  his  father, 
who  would  have  compelled  him  to  marry,  and  took  refuge  in  a  monaflery  at  Mofcow ; 
where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his  tafle  for  letters,  and  fludying  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages.  In  this  feminary  he  made  fuch  confiderable  progrefs  in  polite  litera- 
ture, as  to  bepatronifed  by  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences.  In  1736,  he  was  fent,  at 
the  expenceof  that  fociety,  to  theuniverfity  of  Marburgh  in  HelTe-Caflel,  where  he  fludied 
under  the  celebrated  Chriftian  Wolf,  univerfal  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  philofophy.  He 
continued  at  Marburgh  four  years,  and  applied  himfelf  with  indefatigable  diligence  to 
chymiflry,  which  he  afterwards  purfued  with  ftill  greater  fuccefs,  under  the  famous 
Henckel,  at  Freyburgh  in  Saxony.  In  1741,  he  returned  into  Ruflia,  was  chofen  in 
1742  adjunct  to  the  Imperial  Academy,  and  in  the  enfuing  year  member  of  that  fociety, 
and  profefTor  of  chymiflry.  In  1760,  he  was  appointed  infpedor  of  the  feminary,  then 
annexed  to  the  Academy  ;  in  1764,  he  was  gratified  by  the  Emprefs  with  the  title  of 
counfellor  of  ftate,  and  died  on  the  4th  of  April  that  year,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of 
his  age. 

*  Bufching  has  publi(hed,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Hiftorical  Magazine,  '«  Memoire  abregc  fur  la  Vie 
du  Tfarevitch  Alexei  Petrovitch."  This  memoir,  fays  the  editor,  was  fent  to  Voltaire  before  he  began  to 
write  his  Hiftory  of  Ruflia :  it  will  ferve  as  a  proof  how  little  that  writer  employed  the  authentic  papers 
rranfmitted  to  him.  Vol.  iii.  p.  194.  MuUcr  alfo  charges  Voltaire  with  not  paying  fuificient  attention  to 
die  papers  which  he  communicated  from  the  moft  undoubted  authorities.     Buf.  xvi.  p.  35?. 

\  Cited  by  L'Evefque,  vol.  i.  p.  30. 

X  Preface  to  Kherafkof's  poem  on  the  Battle  of  Tchcfme,  quoted  in  Bach.  RufT.  Bib.  for  1774 
p.  201. 

^  Le  Clerc,  Hift.  Mod.  p.  70. 

Lomonoaof 
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Lomonozof  excelled  in  various  kinds  of  compofition  ;  but  his  chief  merit  is  derived 
from  his  odes.  The  firfl  was  written  in  1739,  while  he  ftudied  in  Germany,  on  the 
capture  of  Kotfchin,  a  fortrefs  of  Crim  Tartary,  by  Marfhal  Munic.  The  odes  of  Lo- 
monozof are  greatly  admired  for  originality  of  invention,  fublimity  of  fentiment,  and 
energy  of  language,  and  compenfate  for  their  turgid  ftyle,  by  that  fpirit  and  fire,  which 
are  the  principal  charafteriftics  in  this  fpecies  of  compofition.  Pindar  was  his  great 
model;  and  if  we  may  give  credit  to  a  perfon  *  well  verfed  in  the  Ruffian  tongue,  he  has 
fucceeded  in  this  daring  attempt  to  imitate  the  Theban  bard,  without  incurring  the  cen- 
fure  of  Horace  f-  In  this,  as  well  as  feveral  other  fpecies  of  compofition,^  he  enriched 
his  native  language  with  various  kinds  of  metre,  and  merited  the  appellation  bellowed 
on  him,  "  The  Father  of  Ruffian  Poetry." 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  principal  works  of  Lomonozof,  printed  in  three  volumes 
odtavo,  will  ffiew  the  verfatility  of  his  genius,  and  his  extenfive  knowledge  in  various 
branches  of  literature  : 

The  firft  volume,  befide  a  preface  on  the  advantages  derived  to  the  Ruffian  tongue 
from  the  ecclefiaftical  writings,  contains  ten  facred  and  nineteen  panegyric  odes,  and 
feveral  occafional  pieces  of  poetry. 

The  fecond  comprifes  an  Effay,  in  profe,  on  the  rules  of  Ruffian  Poeti7 ;  tranflation 
of  a  German  ode;  Idylls;  Tamira  and  Selim,  a  tragedy;  Demophoon,  a  tragedy; 
Poetical  Epiflle  on  the  Utility  of  Glafs ;  two  cantos  of  an  epic  poem,  intitled  Peter 
the  Great ;  a  congratulatory  copy  of  verfes ;  an  Ode ;  tranflation  of  Baptifte  Rouf- 
feau's  ode,  Sur  !e  Bonheitr ;  Heads  of  a  courfe  of  leftures  on  Natural  Philofophy;  certain 
paffiiges,  tranflated  in  verfe  and  profe,  according  to  the  originals,  from  Cicero,  Erafmus, 
Lucian,  ^lian,  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  Quintus  Curtius,  Homer,  Virgil,  Martial,  Ovid, 
Horace,  and  Seneca,  which  Ruffian  tranflations  were  brought  as  examples  in  his  Lec- 
tures upon  Rhetoric;  laftly,  defcription  of  the  Comet  which  appeared  in  1744. 

The  third  volume  confifls  chiefly  of  fpeeches  and  treacifes  read  before  the  academy; 
panegyric  on  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  ;  on  Peter  the  Great ;  treatife  on  the  advantages 
of  chymiflry  ;  on  the  phenomena  of  the  air,  occafioned  by  the  eleftrical  fire,  with  a 
Latin  tranflation  of  the  fame ;  on  the  origin  of  light,  as  a  new  theory  of  colours ;  me- 
thods to  determine  with  precifion  the  courfe  of  a  veflel ;  on  the  origin  of  metals  by  the 
means  of  earthquakes  ;  Latin  diflfertaiion  on  folidity  and  fluidity  ;  on  the  Tranfit  of 
Venus  in  1761,  with  a  German  tranflation  J. 

Befides  thefe  various  fubjeiSs,  Lomonozof  made  no  inconfiderable  figure  in  hifl:ory, 
having  publiflied  two  fmall  works  relative  to  that  of  his  own  country.  The  firfl:,  ftyled 
Annals  of  the  Ruffian  Sovereigns,  is  a  fliort  chronology  of  the  Ruffian  monarchs  ;  the 
fecond  is  the  Ancient  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  from  the  origin  of  that  nation  to  the  death  of 
the  Great  Duke  Yaroflaf  L  in  1054;  a  performance  of  great  merit,  as  it  illufl:rates  the 
mofl:  difficult  and  obfcure  period  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 

Lomonozof  wasalfo  an  admirer  of  the  arts ;  made  fome  proficiency  in  painting,  and 
diflinguiffied  himfelf  by  copying  in  mofaic.  The  portraits  of  the  regent  Anne  and  Peter 
the  Third,  done  by  Lomonozof  in  mofaic,  are  ftill  preferved  in  the  gallery  at  Orani- 
enbaum. 

*   I/Evefqiie,  who  fays  of  him,  "  TI  eft  peut-ltre  le  feul  emule  de  Pindare." 

f  "  Pindanim  qiiifqurs  ftudet  oemulari,"  &c.     L'Ode  de  Lomonofof  fit  connoitre  aux  Ruffes  les  verita- 

bltrs  regies  de  la  hafmimie.      I  e  Clerc. 

X  Mr.  Damafkiii,  who  pubiifhcd  this  complete  edition  of  Lomonozof's  works,  received  from  the  Emprefs 

a  prefeiit  of  lool.     S«  RufT.  Bib.  tor  1780,  p   338. 

Alexander 
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Alexander  Sumorokof,  juftly  denominated  the  founder  of  the  Ruffian  theatre,  next 
to  Lomonozof,  principally  contributed  to  refine  the  poetry  of  his  country.  But  before 
I  give  a  detail  of  his  life  and  writings,  I  fhall  introduce  a'  fhort  account  of  the  Ruflian 
ftage,  becaufe  a  view  of  the  ftate  in  which  he  found  the  national  theatre  *  will  difplay 
his  powers  in  dramatic  compofition. 

Before  the  ^ra  of  Peter  the  Great,  almofl  the  only  f  dramatic  reprefentations  in  Ruf- 
fia  were  exhibited  in  the  monafleries  of  Kiof  and  Mofcow ;  where  the  ftudents  per- 
formed occafionally  an  Adus  Oraiorius,  or  fcriptural  hiftory.  The  learned  Demetriu.: 
Tooptalo  J,  metropolitan  archbifhop  of  Roftof,  was  highly  diftinguiflied  for  compofing, 
in  the  tafte  of  the  times,  fcriptural  hiftories  in  verfe  :  The  Sinner  an  allegory  ;  Efther 
and  Ahafuerus;  The  Birth,  and  the  Refurreftion  of  Chrifl.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  century,  thefe  pieces  were  the  fafliionable  reprefentations,  not  only  in  convents,  bur 
at  court,  even  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's  reign. 

The  ftudents  of  furgery  in  the  hofpital  at  Mofcow  gave  the  fiifh  public  performance 
exhibited  by  the  laity,  in  the  great  hall,  where  they  raifed  a  ftage,  and  ufed  fcreens  for 
the  fcenery.  Staehlin  § ,  who  was  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  exhibitions,  the  fubjed  of  which 
was  Tamerlane,  informs  us,  that  nothing  could  be  more  grotefque  and  ridiculous ;  and 
relates  an  inftance  of  profane  ribaldry  introduced  into  one  of  the  fcriptural  pieces,  too 
grofs  to  be  mentioned.  The  fame  author  remembers  to  have  feen  at  Peterlburgh  the 
Emprefs's  grooms  aft  in  a  ftill  more  wretched  manner,  either  in  the  hay-loft  of  the  im- 
perial ftables,  or  in  an  unfurnifhed  houfe.  Aftors  of  this  fort  ufed  alfo  to  perform  every 
year  for  the  amufement  of  the  common  people :  they  had  no  regular  theatre,  but  were 
accuflomed  to  play  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  At  dufk,  a  paper  lantern  was  hung 
from  the  window,  and  two  huntfmen's  horns  were  blown,  to  announce  a  comedy  for 
the  evening  ;  the  entrance  money  was  from  |d.  to  2d. ;  and  the  fpeftators  ufually  re- 
mained two  hours  to  hear  every  fpecies  of  nonfenfe  and  ribaldry.  Such  was  the  ftate 
of  the  Ruffian  ftage  when  Sumorokof  brought  out  his  firft  tragedy  of  Koref. 

About  the  fame  time  the  firft  regular  Ruflian  theatre  was  opened  at  Yaroflaf,  under 
the  direftion  of  the  celebrated  ador  Feodor  Volkof,  the  Garrick  of  Ruflia,  whofe  talents 
for  the  ftage  were  equal  to  thofe  of  Sumorokof  for  dramatic  compofition.  Volkof  was 
fon  of  a  tradesman  at  Yaroflaf,  and  born  in  1729  :  having  difcovered  early  proofs  of 
great  abilities,  he  was  fent  to  Mofcow,  where  he  learnt  the  German  tongue,  mufic,  and 
drawing.  His  father  dying,  and  his  mother  marrying  a  fecond  hufband,  who  had 
eftablifhed  a  manufadory  of  falt-petre  and  fulphur,  he  applied  himfelf  to  that  trade ;  and 
going  upon  the  bufinefs  of  his  father-in-law  to  Peterfburgh  about  the  year  1748,  his 
natural  inclination  for  the  ftage  led  him  to  frequent  the  German  plays,  and  form  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  fome  of  the  aftors. 

On  his  return  to  Yaroflaf,  he  conftrufted  a  ftage  in  a  large  apartment  at  his  father- 
in-law's  houfe,  painted  the  fcenes,  and  with  the  afliftance  of  his  four  brothers,  a<Eted 

*  It  does  not  enter  into  my  plan  to  trace  tlie  introduflion  and  progrefs  of  the  German,  Italian,  and 
French  players  in  Ruflia.  1  fhall  only  obftrve,  that  in  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  fiill  fit  of  German 
aftors  played  at  Peterfburgh  ;  fonie  Italian  performers  firft  made  their  appearance  in  17^0,  and  the  French 
comedians  in  )742.  For  further  information  on  this  fubjeft,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Stathlin's  Gef.  des 
Theatres  in  Rufsland,  in  Haygold,  or  Schloetzer's  Beylage,  vol.  i.  p.  400. 

f  We  may  except  the  ripreftntaticns  at  court  during  the  minority  of  Peter  the  Great,  when  fome  of 
Moliere's  plays,  tranflated  into  the  Ruflian  tongue,  were  afted  in  the  Lkonofpatfko  convent  j  among  other 
perfons  of  diflinftion,  the  Princefe  Sophia  performed  a  part. 

\.  He  died  in  1709. 

§  See  Gefchitche  des  Tlie«tre»  la  AufelanJ,  frcm  wiucti  iflgcDiout  ticatifc  I  iuye  principally  taken  thi) 
account  of  the  Ruffian  ftage. 
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before  a  large  affetnbly.  Their  firfl;  performances  were  the  fcrlptural  hiftorles  written 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Roftof ;  thefe  were  fucceeded  by  the  tragedies  of  Lomonozof  and 
Sumorokof,  and  fometimes  fatirical  farces  of  their  own  compofition  againfl:  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Yaroflaf.  The  fpeftators  being  admitted  gratis,  his  father-in-law  objefted  to  the 
expence ;  and  Volkof  conftrufted,  in  1750,  a  large  theatre,  partly  by  fubfcription,  and 
partly  at  his  own  rilk.  Having  fupplied  it  with  fcenes,  which  he  painted  himfelf,  and 
drefles,  which  he  aflifted  in  making-,  and  procured  additional  aftors,  whom  he  inflrufted, 
he  and  his  troop  performed  with  great  applaufe  before  crowded  audiences,  who  cheer- 
fully paid  for  their  admiffion. 

In  1752,  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  informed  of  their  fuccefs,  fummoned  them  to  Peterf- 
burgh  }  where  they  reprefented,  in  the  theatre  of  the  court,  the  tragedies  of  Sumorokof. 
To  improve  this  new  troop,  the  four  principal  aftors  were  placed  in  the  feminary  of  the 
cadets,  where  they  remained  four  years.  At  the  conclufion  of  that  period,  a  Ruffian 
theatre  was  eftablifiied  at  the  court ;  three  aftrefles  were  admitted ;  Sumorokof  was 
appointed  direftor,  and  5,000  roubles  were  allowed  for  the  aftors.  Befides  this  falary, 
they  were  permitted  to  perform  once  a  week  to  the  public ;  and  the  admiffion-money 
*was  diftributed  among  them  without  dedu£lion  ;  as  the  lights,  mufic,  and  dreffes  were 
provided  at  the  expence  of  the  Emprefs. 

The  chief  performances  were  the  tragedies  and  comedies  of  Sumorokof,  and  tranlla- 
tions  from  Moliere  and  other  French  writers.  The  company  continued  to  flourifli  under 
the  patronage  of  Catharine,  and  the  falaries  of  the  afliors  were  gradually  increafed  to 
1 1,000  roubles  per  annum.  Volkof  and  his  brother  were  ennobled,  and  received  from 
their  imperial  miftrefs  eftates  in  land :  he  performed,  for  the  laft  time,  at  Mofcow,  in 
the  tragedy  of  Zemira,  a  fhort  time  before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1763,  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  equally  excelled  in  tragedy  and  comedy  j  but  his  prin- 
cipal merit  confided  in  reprefenting  madnefs.  He  was  tolerably  verfed  in  mufic,  and 
no  indifferent  poet. 

His  friend  Sumorokof  paid  an  affe£ling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Volkof,  who  had 
done  ample  juftice  to  his  dramatic  compofitions  :  "  Melpomene,  unite  thy  tears  with 
mine;  lament  and  tear  thy  locks.  My  friend  is  deadi  Adieu,  my  friend;  forrow  pe- 
netrates and  diflblves  my  foul.  The  fource  of  Hippocrene  is  frozen.  O  Ruffia !  you 
poffeffed  a  fecond  Racine  !  but  the  new  theatre  is  already  tottering  from  its  foundations; 
and  all  the  labours  of  a  century  are  deftroyed !  Volkof  is  feparated  from  the  Mufesfor 
ever. — Tragedy  has  loft  her  bufkin  and  her  poignard.  Melpomene,  bedew  his  tomb 
with  thy  tears*." 

The  prophecy,  however,  of  Sumorokof,  which  his  enthufiafm  for  the  theatrical  abilities 
of  this  great  aftor,  or  his  affedion  for  the  memory  of  his  friend,  led  him  to  utter,  is  far 
from  being  fulfilled.  The  ftage,  though  it  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs  by  the  death  of 
Volkof,  ftill  fubfifts  and  profpers  under  the  protection  of  Catharine ;  and  from  the  fpe- 
cimens  which  I  faw  among  the  foundlings  at  Mofcow,  and  in  other  feminaries,  there  is 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  the  want  of  able  afters. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion  :  Alexander  Sumorokof,  the  fon  of  Peter  Sumorokof, 
a  Ruffian  nobleman,  was  born  at  Mofcow,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1727  f.  He  re- 
ceived the  firft  rudiments  of  learning  in  his  father's  houfe,  where,  befide  a  grammatical 
knowledge  of  his  native  tongue,  he  was  well  grounded  in  the  Latin  language.     Being 

*  Le  Clerk,  p.  81. 

f  This  accounc  of  Sumorokof  is  chiefly  taken  from  "  Kurze  Nachricht  von  den  Leben  und  der  Schriften 
de8,  Alexander  Petrowitch  Sumorokof,"  in  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1778. 
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removed  to  the  feminary  of  the  Cadets  at  St.  Peterfbiirgh,  he  profecuted  his  ftudies  with 
unwearied  application,  and  gave  early  proofs  of  his  genius  for  poetry.  Even  on  holi- 
days, he  would  retire  from  his  companions,  wlio  were  engaged  in  play,  and  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  perul'al  of  the  Latin  and  French  writers. 

The  firfl  efforts  of  his  genius  were  love-fongs,  whofe  tendcrnefs  and  beauty  of  ex- 
prellion,  till  then  unknown  in  the  Ruflian  tongue,  were  confidcred  as  prognofticsof  his 
future  fame.  On  quitting  the  feminary,  he  was  appointed  adjutant,  firll  to  Count  Go- 
lovkin,  and  afterwards  to  Count  Razomofski ;  and  being  patronized  by  Count  Ivan 
Shuvalof,  was  introduced  by  that  Maecenas  to  Elizabeth,  who  took  him  under  her  pro- 
teftion.  About  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  an  enthufiaflic  fondnefs  for  the  works 
of  Racine,  turned  his  genius  to  the  drama,  and  he  vi'rote  the  tragedy  of  Koref,  which 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Ruffian  theatre.  This  piece  v/as  firfl  acted  by  foine  of  his 
former  fchcol-mates,  the  cadets,  who  had  previoufly  exercifed  their  talents  in  declama- 
tion, and  in  acting  a  French  play.  Elizabeth  informed  of  this  new  phsenomenon  in  the 
theatrical  world,  ordered  the  tragedy  to  be  exhibited  in  her  prefence  upon  a  fmall  thea- 
tre of  the  court,  where  German,  Italian,  and  French  plays  had  been  performed.  The 
applaufe  and  diifindion  which  the  author  received  on  this  occaiion,  encouraged  him  to 
follow  the  bent  of  his  genius  ;  and  he  produced  fucceflively  Hamlet,  Ariflona,  Sinaf  and 
Truvor,  Zemira,  Dimifa,  Vitflielaf,  the  Faille  Demetrius,  and  Ivlicillaf.  Nor  was  his 
mufe  lefs  fertile  in  comedies,  which  are,  Triffotinus.  the  Judge,  the  Difpute  between  the 
Hufband  and  Wife,  the  Guardian,  the  Portion  acquired  by  Fraud,  the  Envious  Man, 
Tartufte,  the  Imaginary  Cuckold,  the  Mother  who  rivals  her  Daughter,  the  Goflip,  and 
the  Three  Rival  Brothers.  He  wrote  alfo  the  operas  of  Alceftes,  and  Cephalus  and 
Procris  *. 

With  refpefl:  to  his  tragedies,  Racine  was  his  model ;  and  his  Ruflian  biographer, 
who  feems  a  competent  judge  of  his  merit,  allows,  that  "  though  in  fome  inRances  he 
attained  all  the  excellence  of  the  French  poet,  yet  he  failed  in  many  others  ;  but  it 
would  be  uncandid  to  infill  on  fuch  defects  in  a  writer  who  firfi:  introduced  the  drama 
among  his  countrymen.  The  French  overlook  in  their  Corneille  fiill  greater  faults." 
"  His  comedies,  continues  the  fame  author,  contain  much  humour ;  but  I  do  not 
imagine  that  our  dramatic  writers  will  adopt  him  for  their  model ;  for  he  frequently 
excites  the  laughter  of  the  fpeftator  at  the  expence  of  his  cooler  judgment  f.  Never- 
thelefs,  they  prefent  fufficient  paffages  to  prove,  that  he  would  have  attained  a  greater 
degree  of  excellence  in  this  line,  had  he  paid  more  attention  to  paint  our  manners,  and 
follow  the  tafle  of  the  bell  foreign  writers." 

Befides  dramatic  writings,  Sumorokof  attempted  every  fpecies  of  poetry^  excepting 
the  epic.     He  wrote  love-fongs,  idyls,  fables,  fatires,  anacreontics,  elegies,  verfions  of 

*  His  tragedies  are  written  in  rhyme,  in  the  Alexandrine  verfe,  the  fame  as  the  French  heroic.  His 
comedies  are  in  profe. 

-[■  <■■  Weil  ea  auch  ein  Lachen  giebt,  nach  welchem  der  Zufchauer  nicht  xvolil  mit  fich  felbfl.  Zufrieden  ift 
dafs  er  gelacht  hat."  Literally,  "  Since  he  occafiotis  a  laughter,  at  which  the  fpedator  is  not  well  fatisfitd 
that  he  has  laughed."  Does  the  biographer  mean  by  this  paiTagc,  that  the  wit  of  Sumorokof  was  often 
too  farcical,  and  degenerated  into  a  low  Ipccies  of  humour  ?  If  fo,  let  the  author  anfwer  for  himfelf.  In  a 
letter  to  Voltaire,  he  complains  that  his  countrymen  had  begun  to  adopt  that  wretched  fpecies  of  cnmpci- 
fition,  the  fentimental  comedy,  iiiftead  of  the  wit  and  humour  of  Molicre  ;  and  Voltaire  agreed  with  him,  in 
the  following  words  :  "  Je  foufcris  entierement  a  tout  ce  que  vous  dites  de  Moliere  et  de  la  comcdie  Lar- 
moyante,  qui  a  la  hontc  de  la  nation  a  fucccdc  au  fcul  vrai  genre  comique  portc  a  perfcolion  par  rinimilable 
Molicre.     liach.  Ruff.  Bib,  for  1778,  p.  153. 
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the  Pfalms,  and  Phidaric  odes.  Superior  to  Lomonozof  *  In  the  compofitlons  of  the 
drama,  he  was  inferior  to  him  in  Pindaric  writings.  "  Though  his  odes,"  adds  his 
biographer,  "  are  diftinguiflied  by  eafy  flow  of  verfification,  harmony,  fofrnefs,  and 
grace ;  yet  they  are  far  from  reaching  that  elevation  and  fire  which  characterize  thofe 
of  Lomonozof.  Thefe  two  great  poets  had  each  their  peculiar  talents ;  the  one  dif- 
played  all  the  majefliy,  ftrength,  and  fublimitv  of  the  Ruffian  tongue  ;  the  other  al! 
its  harmony,  foftnefs,  and  elegance.  The  elegies  of  Sumorokof  are  full  of  tendernefs  : 
his  idyls  give  a  true  pifture  of  the  pafloral  life,  in  all  the  pleafing  fimpl'city  of  untu- 
tored nature,  without  defcending  to  vulgarity,  and  may  ferve  as  models  in  this  fpccies 
of  compofition,  in  all  things  excepting  in  flridl:  morality.  His  fatires  are  the  bell  in 
the  Ruffian  language,  but  are  extremely  unequal,  and  deferve  to  have  been  wrought 
with  more  plan  and  regularity.  In  writing  his  fables,  his  pen  feems  to  have  been 
guided  by  the  Mufcs  and  Graces  f  ;  and  I  do  not  hefitate,  if  not  to  prefer  them,  at 
lead  to  compare  them  with  thofe  of  Fontaine." 

Sumorokof  was  alfo  author  of  a  few  ffiort  and  detached  hiftorical  pieces.  A  Chro- 
nicle of  Mofcow,  in  which  he  relates  the  origin  of  that  city,  and  abridges  the  reigns 
of  its  monarchs  from  Ivan  Danilovitch  to  Feodor  Alexievitch  ;  hiitory  of  the  firll  in- 
furreflion  of  the  Strelitz  in  1682,  by  which  Ivan  was  appointed  joint  fovereign  with 
Peter  the  Great,  and  the  Princefs  Sophia  regent  ;  an  account  of  Stenko  Razin's  re- 
bellion. His  ftyle  in  thefe  pieces  is  faid  to  be  clear  and  perfpicuous,  but  too  flowery 
and  poetical. 

Sumorokof  obtained  by  his  merit  the  favour  and  protedion  of  his  fovereign.  Eliza- 
beth gave  him  the  rank  of  brigadier,  appointed  him  director  of  the  Ruffian  theatre, 
and  fettled  on  him  an  annual  penfion  of  400I.  Catharine  created  him  counfellor 
of  ftate,  conferred  on  him  the  order  of  St.  Anne,  and  honoured  him  with  many  in- 
ftances  of  munificence  and  di[tin£tion  until  his  death,  which  happened  at  Mofcow,  on 
■the  I  ft  of  0£tober  1777,  in  the  51ft  year  of  his  age. 

"  With  refped  to  his  difpofition,"  fays  his  biographer,  "  this  celebrated  poet  feems 
to  have  poifeffed  a  good  and  amiable  heart  ;  but  his  extreme  fenfibility,  an  excellent 
quality  in  a  poet  when  tempered  with  philofophy,  occafioned  that  fingularity  and  ve- 
hemence of  character,  which  gave  fo  much  trouble-  and  uneafinefs  to  all  his  acquaint- 
ance, but  particularly  to  himfelf.  He  was  polite  and  condefcending  towards  thofe  who 
treated  him  with  refpeft  ;  but  haughty  to  thofe  who  behaved  to  him  with  pride.  He 
knew  no  deceit ;  he  was  a  true  friend  and  an  open  enemy,  and  could  neither  forget  an 
obligation  nor  an  injury.  Paflior.ate,  and  frequently  inconfiderat'e  in  his  purfuits,  he 
tould  not  brook  the  leafl  oppofition,  and  regarded  the  moft  trifling  circuniftance  as  the 
greateil  evil.  His  extraordinai'y  fame,  the  many  favours  conferred  on  him  by  the  Em- 
prefs,  the  indulgence  and  veneration  of  his  friends,  might  have  made  him  extremely 
fortunate,  if  he  had  undcrltood  the  art  of  being  fo.  He  had  conceived  a  great,  per- 
haps too  great,  an  idea  of  the  charafter  and  true  merits  of  a  true  poet ;  and  could  not 

*  Tlitre  was  an  uufortvinate  rivalry  between  thefe  two  poets  :  each  wifhed  to  excel  in  the  other's  hue, 
and  each  failed  in  the  attempt.  The  account  of  this  rivahy  between  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof  might 
add  another  article  for  the  auth.T  of  Les  Sll'crelhs  Literaires. 

+  This  opinion  feen^s  to  be  general  :  "  Mais  tons  les  applaiidilTeraents  fe  font  reunis  en  faveur  de  ces 
fables.     On    ne   peut   leur   relufcr  la   premiere  place  apres  celles  de  La  Fontaine.     L'Evefque.  vol.  v. 

p.  34?- 

"  Ses  fables  peuvent  ctre  comparees  a  ce  qu'on  a  fait  de  mieux  dans  cc  genre,  dcpuis  I'iniraitable  La 
Fontaine."     Le  Clerc,  p.  77. 
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endure  to  fee  with  patience  this  noble  and  much-cfleemed  art,  which  had  been  confe- 
crated  by  Homer,  Virgil,  and  other  great  men,  profaned  by  pcrfons  without  judgment 
or  abilities.  Thefe  pretenders,  he  would  fay,  fliock  the  public  with  their  nonfcnfe  in 
rhyme,  and  clothe  their  monflroiis  conceptions  in  the  drcfs  of  the  Mafes.  The  public 
recoil  from  them  with  dilguft  and  averfion  ;  and,  deceived  by  their  appearance,  tru-at 
with  irreverence  thofe  children  of  heaven,  the  true  Mufes."  . 

The  examples  of  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof  have  tended  to  diflufe  a  fpirit  of  poetry, 
and  a  tafte  for  polite  learning,  among  the  Ruffians,  and  they  are  fucceeded  by  a  nume- 
rous band  of  poets  *.  Of  thefe  I  fliall  only  mention  one  writer,  who  has  dillinguifiied 
himfelf  bycompofing  the  firft  epic  poem  in  the  Ruffian  tongue. 

Michael  Kherail^of,  a  perfon  of  a  noble  family,  has  excelled  in  feveral  fpecies  of  com. 
pofition.  His  works  are,  a  poem  on  the  Utility  of  Science,  feveral  tragedies  and 
'comedies,  Pindaric  odes,  anacreontics,  fables,  idyls,  and  fatires,  a  roma'nce  called 
Ariadne  in  Thebes,  Numa  Pompihus,  a  poem,  in  four  cantos,  in  honour  of  the  naval 
victory  over  the  Turks  at  the  battle  of  Tchefme.  But  the  piece  by  which  he  has  ac- 
quired the  greatefi  fame,  is  an  epic  poem  in  twelve  Cantos,  called  the  Rossiaua,  writ- 
ten  in  Iambic  meafure  of  fix  feet  in  rhyme.  The  fabjeft  is  the  conqueft  of  Cafan  by 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  or,  as  the  author  has  expreffied  himfelf,  "  I  fmg  Ruilia  delivered 
from  the  yoke  of  barbarians  ;  the  might  of  the  Tartars  laid  low,  and  their  pride 
humbled  :  I  fing  the  ftrifes  and  bloody  conflids  of  ancient  armies;  Ruffia's  triumph, 
and  Cafan's  fubjeQion."  This  work  is  greatly  admired  by  the  natives,  and  may  juftly 
be  confidercd  as  forming  an  epoch  in  the  hiltory  of  their  poetry.  The  general  plan 
feems  well  difpofed  ;  the  events  follow  each  other  in  a  rapid  but  orderly  fucceffiion  ; 
and  the  imagination  of  the  reader  is  kept  alive  by  frequent  fcenes  of  terror,  in  which 
the  author  feems  to  excel.  The  fubjed  is  extremely  interefting  to  the  Ruffians  ;  and 
the  poet  has  artfully  availed  himfelf  of  the  popular  belief,  by  the  introduftion  of  faints 
and  martyrs  for  the  machinery  of  his  poem.  Le  Clerc  informs  us,  that  this  poem, 
while  it  contains  feveral  ftriking  paflages  of  great  beauty,  is  in  many  parts  deficient  in 
harmony  ;  a  defeft,  he  adds,  which  the  author  by  retouching  and  correfting,  is  capable 
of  removing. 

Kheraflvof  has  not  failed  of  acquiring  the  rewards  due  to  his  extraordinary  talents ; 
having  been  fucceffively  appointed  vice-prefident  of  the  college  of  mines,  counfellor  of 
ftate,  and  curator  of  the  univerfity  of  Mofcow. 

Lomonozof  is  a  rare,  and  perhaps  a  fingle  infiiance  of  any  Ruffian  of  low  degree, 
not  an  ecclefialtic,  who  attained  to  great  eminence  in  literature.  But  probably  fuch 
examples  will  foon  ceafe  to  be  uncommon  ;  fince  the  fchools,  inflituted  by  Catharine 
in  every  province  of  her  wide-extended  empire,  will  facilitate  the  acquifition  of  learning 
among  the  lower  clafs  of  people ;  fince  the  zeal  for  inquiry  is  fpread  among  the  na- 
tives, and  honour  and  promotion  are  known  by  experience  to  be  certain  attendants  on 
literary  acquifitions.  Indeed,  fuch  is  the  fpirit  with  which  the  Emprefs  protefts  and 
encourages  learning,  that  fcarcely  any  work  of  merit  makes  its  appearance,  for  which 
the  author  does  not  inftantly  receive  fome  mark  of  didindion  or  liberality. 

To  fpread  a  tafte  of  literature  among  her  fubjcds,  Catharine  appointed,  in  1768, 
a  committee  to  order  and  fuperintend  tranflations  of  the  claffiics,  and  the  beft  modern 
authors,  into  the  Ruffian  tongue;  and  allowed  1  cool,  per  annum  towards  defraying 
the  expence  of  fuch  undertakings  !• 

With 

*  Many  of  thefe  are  enumerated  by  Mr.  Le  Clerc,  Hid.  Mod.  p.  78 — 98. 

■\  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  tranflations  which  had  made  their  appearance  before  the  8th  July  1 774. 
See  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1775,  p.  74. 
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With  refpe£l  to  claffical  literature  ;  the  Greek  language  is  yet  taught  in  few  fchools, 
is  fcarcely  known  to  the  laity,  and  is  a  rare  qualification  even  among  the  regular 
clergy.  Latin  is  moi-e  common,  being  underftood  by  many  of  the  clergy,  and  not 
unfrequently  cultivated  by  perfons  of  improved  education.  Many  of  the  claffics  have 
, been  tranflated  by  natives  into  the  Ruflian  tongue;  feveral  editions  of  the  mofl  ap- 
proved Greek  and  Roman  authors  have  been  publiflied  at  Mofcow  and  Peterfburgh  ; 
but  the  editors  have  been  chiefly  foreigners,  encouraged  to  this  attempt  by  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Rufhan  nobles,  who  are  not  deficient  in  antient  literature,  and  excited 
by  the  open  genius  of  the  nation.  Among  the  natives,  who  have  rendered  themfelves 
illultrious  in  this  branch  of  knowledge,  I  muft  not  omit  Plato,  Archbifliop  of  Mofcow, 
who  is  highly  eminent  for  claffical  learning ;  and,  among  the  naturalized  foreigners, 
Eugenius,  Archbifliop  of  Slavenfk  and  Kherfon,  who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  original, 
has  tranflated  into  Greek  hexameters  the  Eclogues  and  Georgics  of  Virgil ;  a  work 
printed  in  folio,  at  the  expence  of  Prince  Potemkin,  and  exhibiting  a  magnificent  fpe- 
cimen  of  typography. 


Homer's  Batraychomyomachia  ;  Charafters  of  Theophraflus  ;  JKlhn  ;  Heiodian  ;  Diodorus  Siculus  ;  Te- 
rence i  Cicero  De  Fiiiibus  ;  C;Efar's  Commentaries  :  Three  Epillles  of  Ovid  ;  his  Metamorphofes  in  profe  ; 
Tacitus  lis  Morihn!  Germanormn  ;  Paterculus  ;  Valerius  Maximus  ;  Strittcr's  Menwrite  popuhrum  olim  ad 
naiiub'wm  hicolnitium  e  Script.  Byzan.  Hifl.  erutas  ;  Mulkr's  Account  of  the  Antient  inhabitants  of  RnlTia  ; 
Gmelin's  Travels  through  Riiffia;  Pallas's  Travels  through  Ruffia  ;  His  Prufiian  Majefty's  Treatife  on 
the  Reafon  for  mnking  and  repealing  Laws  ;  Montefquieu's  Confiderations  fur  la  grandeur  et  la  decadence  det 
RDinaini  ;  his  Lyfmique,  Dialogue  de  Sylla  et  d'Eucrate,  EJj'.n  fur  le  Gout,  and  Temple  de  Guide  ;  Dimfdale's 
Treatifc  on  Inoculation  ;  Chalotais  Jur  l' Education  ;  Hiiloiy  and  Trcatifes  of  the  Amfterdam  Society  for 
Recovery  of  drowned  Perfons;  The  Ottoman  Empire  ;  Republic  of  Ragnfa,  Great  Britain,  Portugal, 
Kingdom  of  Pruffia,  from  Bufching's  Geography  ;  Voltaire's  Candide  ;  a  Dialogue  of  St.  Evremond  be- 
tween three  perfons  of  different  fcntlments  ;  various  articles  from  the  Encyclopedia;  JulH's  Foundation  of 
the  Power  and  Happiiicfs' of  States;  Calliire  de  la  manicre  de  negocier  avec  Ics  fouverains ;  RouiTeau's 
Abridgement  of  St.  Pierre's  Frojel  d'une  paix  perpetuelh  ;  St.  Real's  Confpiration  des  Efpagnoh  conlre  la 
Rfpuhliqne  de  VeniJ'c ;  Vertot's  Revolutions  Rcmaines  ;  Mably's  Hijloire  Grecque  ;  Chinefe  ReHeftions  from 
the  Manfhur  tongue;  The  Vifible  World  ;  l.,nmhen's  Traite  del' /Jmitie  ;  Talfo's  Jerufalemme  Lilerata  ; 
Gulliver's  Travels  ;  Jofcph  Andrews  ;  Jonathan  Wild  the  Great  ;  Amelia  ;  of  the  Ventriloquills  ;  Gellerl's 
Betfchvveller;  tht  Art  of  being  polite  ;  Letters  upon  feveral  Phyfical  and  Philofophlcal  Subjefts;  Macquer's 
Ghymidry  ;  the  Duty  of  an  Officer  ;  IJiftlonary  of  the  French  Academy  ;  on  the  Advantage  of  inllruft- 
ing  Youth  in  Claffical  Literature  ;   RoUin's  Belle's  Lettres  ;   Bell's  Journey  through  Ruflia. 

This  lift  mentions  eighiy-three  books,  the  tr.Hiflations  whereof  were  in  the  ptefs;  feventy-eight  of 
which  traiiflations  were  making;  and  fixty  three,  which  the  committee  propof;d  to  be  tranflated. 

I  have  received  an  account  of  the  following  tranflations,  which  have  been  fince  made  : 

Henriade ;  Dable  Boitcux;  Gellcrt's  Works  ;  Aderfon's  Hiftory  of  Commerce  ;  Robertfon's  Hifl;ory 
of  Charles  V.  from  the  French  tranllation  ;  Pallas  Samlungen  h'l ongslijchen  V olkerfchaften  ;  Englifh  Gram- 
mar ;  Homer's  Iliad  :  Viigil's  iEneid  ;  Lucian's  Dialogues  ;  Milton's  Paradife  Loft  ;  Coyer's  Hijloire  dc 
J.  Sobiejki  ;  Montefquieu's  Efprit  des  Loix  ;  Mallet's  Hift,  de  Dannemarc  ;  Hijl.  Gcnerale  de  Voyages  ;  Vir- 
gil's Eclogues  and  Georgics  ;  Cicero  de  Natura  Deorum  ;  Plato's  Works  ;  Hefiod  ;  Coxe's  Huffian  Dif. 
eoveries  ;  Les  Incas  de  Marmontel ;  Bielfield's  Political  Inftitutions  ;  HiJl.  de  la  Mai/on  de  Brandenburg!) ; 
I.'emcires  de  Sully  ;  Blackllone's  Commentaries  ;  Hift.  Aug.  Script.  Sex;  Pope's  Effay  on  Man  ;  Locke 
on  Education  ;  Livy  ;  feveral  Epillles  and  Odes  of  Horace  ;  Young's  Six  Weeks  Tour,  tranflated  by 
particular  Older  of  the  Emprcfs,  for  the  purpofe  of  dilFufing  the  knowledge  of  praiStical  agriculture, 

&C.   iiC. 
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Chap.  XX.— Population  and  Re-venues  of  the  Rufian  Empire.— Paper  Currency. 

THE  population  of  the  Ruffian  dominions  may  be  eftiraated  from  the  table  of  the 
poll-tax afleffed  in  1782. 

Government  of  Mofcow             -             -  •              440j359 

St.  Peter{burgh                  -  -              283, 29^ 

Wibuurgh                   -  -                   88,128 

Tver                 -             -  -                 446,321 

Novogorod                 -  -                  269,320 

Pikof                -             -  -                 288,125 

Smolenfko                 -  -                  445j257 

Mohilef            -             -  -               33>5°33 

Polotzk            -            •  -              3  "5462 

Orel             -                 -  -                 462,520 

Kurfk             -             -  -                   458,830 

Karkof                   -  -                   392,944 

Voronetz                 -  -                  394,934 

Tambof                  -  -                  438,025 

Refan             -              -  •                 434,679 

Toola               -              -  -              4'8,927 

Kaloogha                  -  -                 384,423 

Yaroflaf                  -  -                  37o»96i 

Vologda                 -  -                   349,386 

Volodimir                -  -                433>82o 

Koftroma                 -  -                  396,269 

Nilhnie-Novogorod  -                   398,31/ 

Viatka             -              -  -             407,95° 

Perm              -                 -  -              373'2S2 

Tobolik             -             -  -               166,225 

Kolyvan                  -  -                      39,297 

Irkutfli             -             -  ■                  123,232 

Ufa                 -              -  -              1775798 

Simbirlk              •    -  -                  36 ','59 

Kafan             -              -  -                 373,354 

Penfa                  -               -  -               318,076 

Saratof                  -  -                     282,817 

Aftrachan                  -  -                   "^hll^ 

Afof               -               -  -                177,849 

New  Ruffia                -  -                 210,539 

Kiof             -                 -  -              387,792 

Tchernighof             -  -                  ^68,099 

Novogorod  Sieverfki  -                  2)^5^5^^'^ 

Riga              -              -  -                 263,525 

Revel             ...  99^564 


Sum  total  ©fpeafants  paying  the  poll-tax,  12,757,180 
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By  doubling  this  number  for  the  females,  we  have  for  the  peafants,?  ^  ,^ 

male  and  female,  in  the  whole  Ruffian  empire,              -  5    ■^'•'  '^'^ 

To  this  we  mufl;  add  nobles,                  -                   -                 -  200,000 

Cler"-y  and  their  families,                  -               _               -                -  1 20,000 

Merchants  and  families,             -                 -              -                 -  250,000 

Natives  of  Crim  Tartary  and  the  Kuban,                 -                  -  80,000 

Wandering  hordes  of  Siberia,                 ...  600,000 

And  the  total  population  of  the  Ruffian  empire  will,  according  to  ">    ^^    .      ^^ 
this  calculation,  be  -  -  -  5  '^ 


A  number,  however  large,  greatly  difproportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  empire  *. 

The  revenues  of  Ruffiia,  befides  the  impofls  paid  by  the  Uki-aine,  and  by  the  pro- 
vinces conquered  from  Sweden,  chiefly  arife  from  the  poll-tax  ;  the  duties  of  import 
and  export  ;  the  excife  upon  fait ;  the  crown  and  church  lands  j  the  profits  of  the 
mint  •   and  the  fale  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  a  few  other  articles. 

The  poll-tax  was  introduced  in  1721  by  Peter  I. ;  and,  at  the  acceffion  of  Catha- 
rine II.  was  exaQed  from  all  perfons,  exceptincr  the  nobles  and  gentry,  clergy,  navy, 
army    the  ColTacs,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ukraine  and  Conquered  Provinces.     All  who 

*  "rhis  eftimation  of  population  in  Ruffia  was,  in  1785,  fufBciently  exafl:,  and  confidei'ed  fo  by  the 
lad  ftatiftical  writer  in  Ruflia,  who  adopted  the  general  ftatement  from  my  account  ;  fince  ihit  period 
a  trreat  acceffion  of  fuhicfts  has  been  gained  by  the  territorial  acqulfitions,  a*id  fome  increafe  of  the  popu« 
lation  from  natural  caufes. 

Population  in  the  new  Acquifitions : 

Diftria  of  Otchakof,   1791  .                      -                      .                      40,000 

By  fecond  partition  of  Poland,  1793  .                          -                       3,745,000 

By  the  conqueft  of  Poland,  1795  ...                  1,407,000 

Courland                      -                      -  -     ,                 -                       387>ooo 

5'J79>ooo 
Probable  addition  by  the  excefs  of  the  births  over  the  deaths,  in  the  whole 

empire,  for  15  years  ...  1,500,000 

7,079,000 
Population  In  1784  ...  26,784,3-60 

Population  in  1 800  ...  33>^63,36o 

Storch,  in  his  Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  eftimates  the  population  at  36,152,000,  in 
1707.  But  he  fcems  to  have  exaggerated  the  number,  by  allowing  an  increafe  of  250,000  a  year,  and 
putting,  therefore,  the  increafe  during  ten  years  at  3,000,000. 

Mr.  Tooke,  in  the  fecond  edition  of  his  view  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  greatly  exaggerates  the  populatioTV, 
by  fixing  it  at  40,000,000.  He  grounds  his  calculation  on  the  tables  of  births  and  deaths  given  in  the 
Hamburgh  Politifches  Journal,  and  proceeds  on  the  principle,  that  only  one  perfon  in  fifty-eight  dies 
annually.  This  calculation  is  erroneous,  on  two  accounts :  firft,  the  lift  of  birchs  and  deaths  is  not  ac- 
curate ;  it  being  a  well  known  faft,  that  the  number  of  deaths  was  diminifhed,  and  of  the  births  augmented, 
to  gratify  the  foveieign  with  an  idea,  that  the  population  was  rapidly  increafing.  A  ftriking  example  oc- 
curred during  my  firll  journey  to  Peterfburgh  :  only  a  few  of  the  numbers  who  perirtied  in  confequence  of 
the  cold  or  intoxication  at  the  tete  menuoned  in  p.  227,  were  included  in  the  bills  of  mortality.  Secondly, 
when  the  prevalence  of  thofe  difeafes  which  Mr.  Tooke  himfelf  enumerates,  and  the  number  of  cafualties  in 
E-uffia,  are  confidered,  it  will  appear  to  any  perfon  in  the  leaft  accuftomed  to  fuch  kinds  of  calculation, 
that  the  annual  mortality  muft  be  more  than  one  injifty-eight. 
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wei'e  liable  to  this  tax  were  rated  in  different  proportions,  as  they  were  merchants, 
burghers,  or  peafants.  By  the  manifeflo  of  1775,  promulgated  after  the  conclufioii 
of  the  I'urkifli  war,  the  merchants  were  exempted  from  this  tax;  and  it  now  includes 
only  the  burghers  and  peafants. 

Every  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  the  number  of  inhabitants  throughout  the  empire  is 
ufually  taken  ;  and,  in  each  dlflri£l  fubjeft  to  the  poll-tax,  all  males,  infants  as  well  as 
adults,  under  the  defcription  of  a  burgher  or  peafaut,  are  affelTed  *  ;  from  that  period 
the  fame  afielTment  is  regularly  paid  till  the  next  revifion,  whether  the  population  of 
that  diftrict  iacreai'es  or  dimini(he§;  in  the  latter  cafe,  the  inhabitants  or  landholders 
are  bound  to  fupply  the  deficiency  ;  in  the  former,  the  tax  is  not  augmented,  and  of 
courfe  falls  much  eafier  upon  a  large  number  of  pcrfons.  The  landholders  are  ait- 
Iwerable  for  the  poll-tax  of  their  peafants. 

By  a  late  imperial  edid,  the  poll-tax  was  extended  over  the  Ukraine  and  Con- 
quered Provinces ;  and  the  other  taxes  paid  by  the  peafants  were  abolilked.  This, 
alteration  has  greatly  increafed  the  public  revenue,  and  the  poll-tax  is  confiderably. 
more  productive.  Computing  the  average  tax  paid  by  each  peafant  at  a  rouble  and  a 
quarter,  the  poll-tax  amounts  to  15,435,000  roubles,  or  nearly  double  its  former 
produce. 

The  cuftoms,  or  average  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  amount  to  5,000,000 
roubles. 

The  excife  upon  fait,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  Emprefs's  privy  purfe,  produces,, 
on  an  average,  2,000,000.     Her  Majefty  has  twice  diminiflied  the  price  of  fait  nearly 
30  per  cent. 

i'he  mines  (See  chap.  vi.  of  this  book)  and  coinage,  and  duties  upon  iron  at  the 
forge,  yield  ^,395,910,  exclufive  of  the  profits  from  the  coinage  of  gold  and  filver  in\- 
ported  into  Ruffia. 

The  church  lands,  which  are  nov/  annexed  to  the  crown,  produce  about  2,000,000  : 
part  of  this  money  is  allotted  for  the  i'alaries  of  the  archbilhops,  bilhops,  and  regular 
clergy,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  feveral  monafteries,  and  for  the  penfions  of  officers 
and  foldiers  difmiiied  from  the  fervice.  The  remainder,  which  belongs  to  the  privy 
purfe,  amounts  to  about  ;; 00,000  roubles. 

The  fale  of  fpirituous  liquors  forms  at  prefent  nearly  one-third  of  the  Ruffian  re- 
venue. In  every  part  of  the  empire,  excepting  the  Ukraine  and  the '  Conquered 
Provinces,  the  crown  alone  has  the  privilege  of  felling  fpirituous  liquors.  This  branch 
of  finance  yields  io,ooo,occ. 

*  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  convey  a  clear  notion  of  tin's  tax,  as  well  from  the  complicated  method  of  im- 
pnfinji  it,  ai  from  ihe  differeiu  changes  which  are  occafionally  m.ide  in  the  mode  of  aflcirment.  —  A  burnjier 
pa\'S  i.fiially  4".  od.  per  annum  ;  a  peaiant  of  the  crown,  in  fome  inflance?,  8s  ;  in  uthers,  4s.  did,  ;  a 
peafani  of  an  individual,  2S.  ()d. — Evtry  pcrfon  e.ercifing  tlie  trade  of  a  taylor,  fmiih,  (hoeniaker,  mafon, 
or- any  fimilar  handicraft  trade,  and  who  enrols  himielf  ui  the  company  of  any  town,  pays  annually,  bcfide 
the  po!l  tax,  2S.  Every  peafaut  who  qiiiti  liis  village,  to  trade  at  Peterfbnrgh,  Mofcow,  or  eVewhcre, 
p.iys  5J.  to  ihe  crown  for  his  paffport  Thefe,  and  many  other  fimilar  tsxcs,  are  all  ranged  under  the 
poll-;ax  The  d'fTenti-rs,  or  old  believers  in  the  Ruflian  church,  pay  double  poll-tax.  Some  burghers 
and  pe-ifants,  fnc  1  z=i  the  ynm'hics,  who  find  poii  horfes,  and  others,  are  exempted  from  the  poll  tax  ; 
others  pay  it  in  labonr  ;  fome  in  furs  &c.  I  found  it  impoffible  to  give  equal  attention  to  every  objeft ; 
and  I  frankly  own,  that  amid  the  variety  of  intelligence  which  I  procured  in  Ruffia,  I  do  not  perfeftly 
comprthend  each  mode  of  sflVlTment  in  the  poll  tax. 
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Recapitulation, 

Roubles. 

Poll-tax                 ...  15,435,000 

Cuftorns                     -                     .                _  5,000,000 

__             Salt                     ...  2,000,000 

Gold  and  filver  from  the  mines,  profits  of  the  coinage, 

and  duty  on  iron  at  the  forge              -              -  3^Z9S'9^'^ 

Farm  of  fpirituous  liquors              -              -  io,coo,qoo 

Church  lands                ...  2,000,000 

Duties  on  fales  of  lands  and  houfes,  ftamped  paper, 

on  mills,  horfes,  baths,  {hops,  poll- office,  and 

other  duties  omitted                  -                  -  4,000,000 


Roubles         41,830,910 


Or,  eftimating  the  rouble  at  3s.  46.  -  6,97  1,8 1 81.* 

The  gradual  increafe  of  civilization  in  the  Ruffian  empire  has  been  followed  by 
a  proportional  increafe  of  the  revenue.  At  the  accellion  of  Peter  the  Great,  it 
amounted  to  i .000,0001. ;  at  his  death  to  i,6oo,oool. ;  Elizabeth  raifed  it  to 
3,6oo,oool.  ;  when  Catharine  afcended  the  throne,  it  produced  4,400,0001.  ;  now 
yields  near  7,ooo,oool. ;  and  is  ftill  in  an  increafing  ftate.  This  fum  is  fufficient  for 
the  peace-eflabliffiment.  Of  this  revenue,  the  expences  of  the  army  and  navy  amount 
to  about  3,176,0001.  ;  thofe  of  the  civil  eltablifhmcnt  to  2,972,485!.  ;  and  the  remain- 
der, or  8co,ccol.,  is  appropriated  to  the  privy  purfe  of  the  Emprefs.  But  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  {he  is  able  to  maintain  the  magnificence  of  her  court  ;  the  number  of 
public  inftitutions  ;  the  numerous  buildings  f  continually  erefting  at  her  expence ;  the 
liberality  with  which  {he  encourages  the  arts  and  fciences  ;  the  purchafes  which  {he  is 
continually  making  in  every  countiy  in  Europe,  and  the  immeni'e  donations  which  {lie 
confers  upon  the  moft  favoured  of  her  fubjefts. 

The  revenues  of  Ruffia  may  be  confiderably  augmented  in  cafe  of  emergency,  by  the 
increafe  of  the  poll-tax,  and  the  addition  of  new  impofts.  It  fhould  alio  be  obferved, 
that  in  1775  the  Emprefs  remitted  fifty-feven  taxes,  and  ten  in  the  following  year. 

The  great  fupport  of  the  laft  war  was  a  new  bank,  called  the  Bank  of  Affignation, 
which  was  efiabliflied  during  hoftilities  againfl  the  Turks.  When  copper-money  could 
not  be  coined  with  fufficient  expedhion  to  anfwer  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  bank 
notes  to  the  value  of  50,  75  J,  and  100  roubles,  in  copper,  were  iflTued.  Thefe  notes 
are  changed  at  the  bank  in  Peterfourgh  and  Mofcow.  The  former,  which  I  vifited,  is 
a  brick  building,  containing  feveral  vaulted  rooms,  each  capable  of  holding  400, cool,  of 
copper  coin  in  bags,  piled  one  above  another ;  in  fome  the  money  was  already  placed, 
and  the  others  were  preparing  for  the  reception  of  the  remainder.  Since  1784  the  old 
bank  notes  were  called  in,  and  a  new  iflue  made  to  the  acknewledged  amount  of 

•  Such  was  tlie  general  ftate  of  the  revenue  in  17S4.  Since  this  period  it  has  been  augmented  by  an 
increafe  of  territory^  as  vvtll  as  by  the  impiovement  of  commerce,  and  other  national  benefits.  Acord- 
ing  to  Mr.  Tooke,  the  latefb  author  who  has  written  en  the  fubjeft,  the  revenue  exceeds  41  ,ooe,000 
roubles.  See  his  ftattmcnt,  which  fccms  to  be  accurate.  View  of  the  llufiian  empire,  vol.  ii.  p.  326. 
book  vii.  feft.  I. 

•(•   In  time  of  peace,  Her  Majefly  allots  at  lead  2C0,cccl.  per  ann.  for  the  purpofe  of  building. 

X  Soon  after  the  inftitution  of  this  bank,  fomt  nctes  of  ■j^  rciibles  being  forged,  thofe  bearing  that 
Talue  were  called  in  and  dcftroyed. 

3  100,000,000 
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100,000,000  roubles,  la  notes  of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty-fivo,  and  <*e  liundred 
roubles.  On  thcfirfl  appearance  of  this  paper,  it  was  received,  particularly  in  the  re- 
mote parts  of  the  empire,  not  without  difficulty,  and  the  difcount  againfl  it  was  com- 
monly about  3-;,  and  in  fome  places  even  6  per  cent.  Tlie  obvious  advanta^^cs,  how- 
ever, over  copper-money,  foon  recommended  it  to  general  ufe  ;  and  it  was  found  fo 
beneftcial  to  commerce,  that  in  1779  the  difcount  in  favour  of  filver  fpccie  was  only 
one  per  cent., "and  it  bore  a  premium  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  over  copper  money. 
But  fo  large  a  quantity  was  circulated,  and  the  loans  to  government  fo  lowered  the 
credit  of  the  itate,  that  in  1790  the  difcount  againlt  the  paper  currency  was  near  20 
per  cent. 


Chai-.  XXI. — Admiralty. — Expedition  to  Cronftadi. — The  harbours  and  decks. — Rujfian 
navy. — On  Riijjia. — General  obfervat ions  en  the  RuJJian  army. 

THE  admiralty  *,  which  (lands  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Neva,  oppofite  the  fortrefs 
of  Peterft^urgh,  was  built  by  Peter  the  Great,  and  is  a  large  brick  building,  furroundcd 
with  a  rampart  and  ditch:  it  is  the  great  receptacle  forfhips'  (lores,  and  contains  maga- 
zines of  cordage,  fails  mafts,  anchors,  which  are  fent  to  Crondadt  for  the  equipment 
of  the  fleet.  A  large  area  between  the  front  of  the  building  and  the  Neva,  is  appro- 
priated for  the  condruftion  of  veffels:  when  I  was  at  Peter(burgh,  five  men  of  war  and 
two  frigates  were  upon  the  (locks  f. 

Crondadt,  the  principal  dation  of  the  Rufiian  navy,  is  fituated  on  the  Retufari,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Finland,  and  was  founded  by  Peter  the  Great,  as  being  provided  with  the 
fafed  habour  in  thefe  parts,  and  forming  a  drong  bulwark  for  the  defence  of  the  new 
metropolis.  The  only  paflage  by  which  (hips  of  burden  can  approach  Peterfburgh,  lies 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  Retufari,  through  a  narrow  channel  5  commanded  on  one  fide  by 
Crondadt,  and  on  the  other  by  Cronflot  and  the  citadel. 

Cronflot,  which  dands  on  a  fmall  fandy  ifland,  is  a  circular  wooden  building,  fur- 
rounded  with  fortifications  of  wood,  and  is  garrifoned  with  an  hundred  men.  The  ci- 
tadel is  another  fmall  wooden  fortrefs,  raifed  alfo  upon  an  adjacent  fandbank,  and  capa- 
ble of  holding  about  thirty  foldiers  :  all  large  ve(rels  mud  pal's  between  Crondadt  and 
thefe  two  fortre(res,  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  oppofite  batteries;  for  the  other  parts  of 
the  gulf  are  oply  from  one  to  eleven  feet  in  depth.  Thefe  forafications  were,  at  the 
time  of  their  condrutlion,  eileemed  places  of  confiderable  drength;  but  now  derive 
their  confequence  more  from  pad  importance,  than  from  any  refiftance  they  could  make 
againd  the  attack  of  a  powerful  fleet. 

The  ifland  Retufari  is  a  long  flip  of  land,  or  rather  fand  ;  through  the  midd  of  which ' 
runs  a  ridge  of  granite.  It  is  20  miles  from  Peterfburgh  by  water,  four  from  the 
fhore  of  Ingria,  nine  from  the  coad  of  Carelia,  and  ten  miles  in  circumference.  It 
was  overfpread  with  firs  and  pines  when  Peter  conquered  it  from  the  Swedes,  but  now 
contains  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  including  twelve  thoufand  failors  and  a  garrilbn  of 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  men.     The  ifland  alFords  a  fmall  quantity  of  paGure,  pro- 

•   I  am  informed  tliat  the  Admiraliy  i?  intended  to  be  removed  to  Crondadt. 

f  The  men  of  war  wh  ch  are  framed  in  this  dock  are,  in  their  paffhge  to  Crorftadt,  lifted  over  the  bar 
by  n-.tans  of  camels;  thefe  machines  wete  originally  invented  by  the  ctUbrstcd  De  Witt,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conveying  Irrge  vcflVls  from  AmRerdam  over  the  Pampus ;  and  were  introduced  inti.)  Ruflla  by  Peter 
Uie  Great,  v.  ho  obtained  a  model  of  them  in  Holland. 
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duces  vegetables,  and  a  few  fruits,  fuch  as  apples,  currants,  goofeberrles,  and  flravr- 
berries,  which  thrive  in  this  northern  climate. 

Cronftadt  is  built  upon  the  fouth-eaftern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  and  defended  to- 
wards the  fea  by  wooden  piers  *  projefting  into  the  water,  and  towards  the  land  by  ram- 
parts and  baftions.  It  is  a  ftraggling  place  and  occupies,  like  all  the  Ruffian  towns,  a 
larger  fpace  of  ground  than  the  number  of  habitations  feems  to  require :  the  houfes  are 
moftly  of  wood,  excepting  a  few  fronting  the  harbour,  which  are  of  brick  ftuccoed 
white  -,  among  thefe  are  the  imperial  hofpital  for  failors,  the  barracks,  and  the  marine 
academy  which  contained,  in  1778,  three  hundred  and  feventy  cadets,  who  are  main- 
tained and  taught  at  the  expence  of  the  crown  :  they  are  admitted  at  the  age  of  five, 
and  remain  until  feventeen.  They  learn  accounts,  mathematics,  drawing,  fortification, 
and  navigation,  and  have  makers  in  the  French,  German,  Engli/h,  and  Swedifh 
languages.     They  are  trained  to  naval  tadtics,  and  make  an  annual  cruize  as  far  as 

Revel. 

Cronftadt  has  a  haven  appropriated  to  fhips  of  war,  and  another  to  merchant  veflels. 
The  men  of  war's  haven  contained  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  and  nine  frigates,  which 
were  difmafted,  with  their  guns  and  tackle  on  fliore.  The  Ezekiel  of  eighty  guns,  ef- 
teemed  the  fineft  fhip  in  the  navy,  was  built  under  the  infpedion  of  Admiral  Knowles, 
and  carries  eight  hundred  men. 

Clofe  to  the  haven  for  merchant  fliips  is  a  canal  and  feveral  dry  docks,  begun  in  1 7 1 9, 
for  the  purpofe  of  refitting  the  men  of  war;  this  ufeful  work  was  neglefted  under  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Peter,  and  not  completed  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth :  it  has  been  ftill 
further  improved  by  Catherine,  and  is  now  applied  for  building  as  well  as  for  careen- 
ing  ftiips  of  the  line.  At  the  extremity  of  thefe  docks  is  a  great  refervoir,  five  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  feet  in  length,  containing  water  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the  docks,  which 
is  pumped  out  by  means  of  a  fire  engine,  the  diameter  of  whofe  cylinder  is  fix  feet. 
The  length  of  this  work,  from  the  beginning  of  the  canal,  to  the  end  of  the  laft  dock, 
is  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet.  The  fides  of  the  docks  are  faced 
with  ftone,  and  the  bottom  paved  with  granite ;  they  are  forty  feet  deep,  one  hundred 
and  five  broad,  and  capable  of  containing  nine  men  of  war  on  the  flocks. 

Nothing  can  convey  a  higher  idea  of  the  vaft  and  perfevering  genius  of  Peter  the 
Great,  than  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  the  Ruffian  navy,  and  the  flate  in  which  he 
left  it.  Though  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  did  not  poffefs  a  man  of  war,  yet  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  years  he  equipped  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail  of  the  line,  which  rode  miftrefs 
of  the  Baltic.  Under  his  fuccelfors  the  Ruffian  navy  was  greatly  neglefted,  and  was 
in  fo  bad  a  condition  at  the  acceflion  of  Catherine,  that  fhe  almoft  equalled  her  prede- 
cefTor  in  the  creation  of  a  new  fleet :  fhe  invited  Englifh  captains  and  fhipbuilders  into 
RufTia,  particularly  Admiral  Knowles,  who  was  remarkable  for  his  fkill  in  naval  archi- 
te£lure.  Under  her  aufpices  Europe  lately  beheld  with  aftonifhment  the  Ruffian  flag 
difplayed  in  the  Archipelago,  and  the  Turkifh  fleet  annihilated  at  Tchefme  by  a  fqua- 
dron  from  the  North  f. 

Ruffia  produces  every  article  neceffary  for  the  conftruftion  and  equipment  ofihips, 
which  are  built  chiefly  at  Cronfladt,  Peterfburgh,  and  Archangel :  thofe  conflruded 
at  Cronftadt  and  at  Peterfburgh  are  made  with  oak ;  thofe  from  Archangel  with  larch- 
wood.  For  the  fupply  of  the  dock-yards  at  Peterfburgh  and  Cronfbadt,  the  oak  is  fent 
from  the  province  of  Cafan ;  the  Ukraine  and  the  government  of  Mofcow  fupply  the 

*  In  1784  Cronftadt  was  fortifying  with  ftone  piers.     The  eftimate  was  7,000,000  roubles. 
•)■  Since  the  acquifition  of  Crim  Tartary,  and  the  other  conquefts  from  Turkey,  flwps  are  now  built  at 
Kerfon  and  in  the  harbouis  of  Taurida. 
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hemp  ;  the  marts  are  procured  from  the  vafl:  trails  of  forefl:  between  Novogorod  and 
the  Gulf  of  Finland,  or  furniflied  by  the  provinces  difmembered  from  Polane.  Pitch 
and  tar  are  obtained  from  Wiburgh.  Manufaftories  of  cordage  and  fail-cloths  are  efta- 
bliflied  in  different  parts  of  the  empire;  and  the  magazines  of  Petcrfbiirgh  and  Arch- 
angel are  always  plentifully  ftored  with  large  quantities  of  both  thofe  articles. 

The  navy  of  Ruilla  in  the  ports  *  of  the  Baltic  and  Archangel,  confided,  in  177S,  of 
thirty-eight  fhips  of  the  line,  fifteen  frigates,  four  praines,  and  one  hundred  and  nine 
galliesf. 

Of  this  number  about  twenty-eight  fliips  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates,  including  thofe 
built  with  larch-wocd,  were  fit  for  immediate  fervice.  In  cafe  however  of  necelTity  or 
danger,  Riiilia  producing  all  the  neceffary  materials,  her  navy  might  foon  be  confidera- 
bly  increafed,  of  which  I  have  given  a  remarkable  inllance  on  a  former  occafion  t. 
But  though  Ruflia,  fince  the  beginning  of  this  century,  has  made  furprifing  exertions  in 
the  marine,  and  rapidly  become  more  powerful  at  fea  than  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
in  the  North ;  yet,  in  naval  aflairs,  flie  muft  be  confidered  ftill  in  her  infancy,  being 
principally  indebted  to  the  Englifli,  as  well  for  the  conilrudion  of  her  fliips,  as  for  ma- 
noeuvring and  difciplining  her  fleet.  Many  circumftances  indeed  concur  in  retarding 
the  progrefs  of  her  maritime  ftrength  :  i.  The  want  of  ports  in  the  Ocean  ;  2.  The 
fmall  extent  of  her  fea-coalt,  and  that  obflrufted  by  ice  ;  3.  A  deficiency  of  experi- 
enced feamen. 

1.  It  is  obvious  that  Ruffia  does  not  poffefs  a  fingle  port  on  the  Ocean,  excepting 
that  of  Archangel,  which  is  of  no  ufe  but  in  a  commercial  light ;  as  well  on  account  of 
its  great  diftance  from  the  other  European  feas,  as  becaufe  the  navigation  round  the 
North  Cape  of  Lapland,  fituated  in  the  72d  degree  of  latitude,  is  only  open  in  the 
midft  of  fummer. 

2.  It  has  been  juftly  remarked,  that  few  nations  have  attained  a  great  height  of  na- 
val power,  which  did  not  poffefs  a  confiderable  traft  of  fea-coaft ;  and  Ruflia,  excepting 
the  late  acquifitions  on  the  Black  Sea,  the  defolate  fliores  round  Archangel  and  of  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  and  the  inhofpitable  regions  of  Kamtchatka,  can  boaft  no  greater  por- 
tion of  maritime  country  than  what  lies  between  Wiburgh  and  Riga  §  j  a  mere  point 
forfo  large  an  empire,  and  rendered  lefs  valuable  by  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Finland 
and  the  Baltic;  inland  feas  without  tides,  when  compared  with  the  Ocean,  fcarcely  fu- 
perior  to  the  lakes,  and  inacceffible  ||  for  at  leafl:  five  months  in  the  year. 

*  As  I  could  not  obtain  an  cxa<fl  account  of  the  Ruffian  fhips  in  the  Black  Sea,  I  have  chofen  to  be 
filent  on  that  head ;  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  feveral  men  of  war  and  frigates  were  building  at  St.  Demetri, 
Taurof,  and  Kherfon.  According  to  Mr.  Tookc,  in  1796  the  Ruffian  fleet  at  Sebafbpoi,  the  principal 
harbour  of  Taurida,  or  Crim  Tartary,  confided  of  eleven  (hips  of  the  line,  and  eight  frigates.  Viev^  of 
the  Ruffian  Empire,  Book  6.  fett.  2.  The  reader  will  find  in  the  Voyages  de  deux  Fran^ais,  &c.  Vol. 
iv.  ch.  II.  lifts  of  the  Ruflian  fleet  in  1779,  1786,  and  1791.  The  number  of  the  firft  differs  little  from 
that  which  1  have  given,  and  which  is  infertcd  in  the  Appendl-t.  In  1786  the  fhips  of  the  line  amounted 
to  forty-one,  and  twenty-fix  frigates.  In  1791  the  whole  navy,  including  (hips  on  the  (locks,  amounted 
to  eight  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  twenty-two  of  feventy-four,  and  twenty  of  fixty-fix  ;  twenty-feven 
frigates,  four  bomb  veflels,  two  piames,  feventeen  cutters,  and  four  (ire(hips,  befides  gallies,  and  numerouf 
Ycfiels  of  war,  principally  intended  for  making  defcents.  Of  thefe,  however,  not  more  than  thirty  fhips  of 
the  line  could  be  confidered  as  fit  for  immediate  fervice. 

f   See  a  lift  of  the  Ruffian  navy  in  the  Appendix.  :t^  See  vol.  ii.  book  4..  chap.  5. 

§  The  acquifition  of  Courland  has  fince  added  a  fmall  traft  of  maritime  coaft. 

II  The  ports  in  the  Baltic  being  frozen  during  that  periodj  co  veffels  can  tak«  their  departure  before  April 
or  May,  and  mufl  return  atlatefl  in  Oftober, 
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3.  Th?  third  caufc  is  a  deficiency  of  experienced  feamen  *.  Government.,  indeed, 
retains  in  its  pay  about  eighteen  thouiand  failors,  mod  of  whom  have  never  ferved  :  a 
few  in  time  of  peace  make  annual  cruizes  into  the  BaUic,  or  perhaps  as  far  as  the  Eng- 
Hfi)  Channel;  others  are  employed  in  the  fummer  feafon  in  navigating  the  veffek  laden 
with  merchar.dlfe  from  Cronftadt  to  Pcterfburgh.  Butfuch  nurferies  as  thefe  are  by  no 
means  fufficient ;  nor  can  the  deficiency  be  fupplied,  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  war^  from 
private  vefieis;  for  Ruffia  has  fcarcely  any  merchant-fhips,  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
ftate  of  vaflaiage,  and  the  fiirifl;  laws  that  prevent  the  natives  from  qm'ttiiig  their  country 
without  a  licence.  A  merchant  who  fits  out  a  trading  veffel,  muft  firft  apply  to  the 
admiralty,  for  permiflion  to  take  on  board  a  certain  number  of  natives  ;  leave  being  ob-, 
tained,  the'paffes  for  each  failor  are  brought  and  lodged  in  the  admiralty  ;  and  fccurity, 
at  the  rate  of  30I.  per  man,  is  given  for  their  return.  Thus,  without  aUering  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  innovating  on  the  long-eflabliflied  fyflem  of  vafla- 
iage, an  adequate  number  of  experienced  failors  cannot  be  raifed  to  man  a  hirge  fleet 
on  fuddeh  emergencies.  In  a  word,  no  kingdom,  without  diilant  colonies,  confider- 
able  fiflieries,  and  anextenfive  fea-coafl,  to  familiarize  the  inhabitants  to  the  dangers  of 
the  ocean,  is  likely  to  acquire  fuch  a  marine  as  to  become  formidable  to  the  great  naval 
pov/ers  of  Europe. 

The  navy  of  RulTia,  hovi^ever,  with  all  thefe  difadvantages,  is  fufficient  to  protedl 
her  coafls,  to  convoy  her  merchantmen,  to  make  her  refpedtable  in  the  Baltic,  or  in 
cafe  of  a  Turkilh  war,  to  fend  a  fleet  into  the  Archipelago.  It  is  her  advantage  to  main- 
tain  a  good  correfpondcnce  with  the  great  maritime  powers,  whom  fhe  fupplies  with  na- 
val [tores  ;  and  who  are,  on  that  account,  equally  intereflied  to  refpcft  and  cultivate  her 
friendfliip.  The  frontiers  of  her  immenfe  dominions  border  on  Sweden,  Poland,  Tur- 
key, Perfia,  and  China  f ;  and  the  fecurity  of  her  empire  depends  more  on  her  army 
than  her  navy. 

The  Ruflian  army  is  divided  into  regular  and  irregular  troops. 

The  regulars  confiding  chiefly  of  infantry,  include  all  thofe  who  wear  uniforms,  and 
are  trained  to  European  difcipline.  The  Ruflians  are  excellent  foldiers  ;  brave,  fteady, 
obedient,  patient  of  fatigue  and  hardfliip,  and  fcarcely  ever  guilty  of  defertion. 

'Withrefpeifl  to  the  irregular  troops,  fome  of  whom  are  ftill  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  and  confifl:  entirely  of  horfe,  their  number  is  very  confiderable,  and  can 
fcarcely  be  afcertained.  Of  this  body  the  corps  of  ColTacs,  who  are  efteemed  the  moQ: 
excellent,  and  who  bear  the  greateft  refemblance  to  regular  troops,  are  thus  defcribed 
in  the  journal  of  Colonel  Floyd. 

"  The  Coflacs  are  in  general  perfons  of  low  ftature  ;  they  wear  fmall  whifkers,  and 
fliave  their  heads,  excepting  the  crown,  upon  which  they  leave  a  fmall  circle  of  hair. 
Their  drefs  is  a  fur  cap,  a  loofe  long  Afiatic  robe,  and  large  pantaloons,  boots  or  half- 
boots,  without  fpurs,  and  a  whip  hanging  from  the  right  wrifl.  Their  arms  are  a  lance 
about  twelve  feet  in  length,  a  brace  of  pifl^ols,  flung  on  the  left  fide,  a  cartridge-box 
on  the  right,  and  a  fmall  fcymitar  without  any  guard,  or  even  crofs-bar.  Their  horfes 
are  ponies,  ftrong  and  aflive,  but  not  fleet.  The  accoutrements  are  a  kind  of  huflTar 
faddle,  a  fmall  fnaflUe  with  large  eyes  and  no  horns,  to  the  near  eye  qf  which  is  faftened 
a  thong,  that  is  alfo  tied  to  the  faddle,  and  which  occafionally  ferves  for  a  halter. 

*  In  the  naval  expedition  againft  ttie  Turks,   it  was  a  remark  made  by  feveral  of  our  oiHcers,  that  the 
diftance  from  St.  Pcterfburgh  to  the  Archipelago  was   a  foi-tunate  circumllancc,  as  the  Ruffians  asquited 
experience  duringr  the  voyage. 
<  3"  JSinee  the  final  difmeinberniei'';-af  Poland,  on  the  Auftrian  and  Pruflian  dominions. 
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They  ride  fhort  and  full-footed,  raife  thcmfelves  on  their  ftirrups,  bend  their  bodies  with 
great  activity,  and  throw  themfelves  into  different  attitudes.  They  never  pulli  their 
horfes  on  full  fpeed  in  a  ftraight  line  ;  but  in  gallopinEf  turn  them  in  various  direQigLi^s, 
defcribinc;  in  their  progrtfs  a  Terpentine  line,  and  wheeling  continually  to  the  right  and 
left.  When  not  in  aftion,  they  carry  their  lance  flung  on  the  foot;  when  engaged, 
they  prefent  it  againfl:  the  enemy  by  holding  it  almoft  in  the  middle,  and  counterpoifmg 
it  under  the  arm  ;  and,  from  conltant  prafticc,  direft  it  againlt  an  objeft  with  great  dex- 
terity. In  retreating,  ihey  relt  the  lance  upon  their  fhoulder  as  a  defence  againfl  blows, 
and  occafionally  oppofe  the  point  to  a  purfuing  enemy. 

"Thefe  CofTacs,  on  account  of  their  averfion  to  regular  difcipline,  are  not  trained  to 
attack  in  fquadron  :  but  aft  oisly  as  ikirmifhers,  and  are  faid  to  be  extremely  adroit  in 
their  defultory  evolutions :  they  are  ufually  let  loofe  upon  a  flying  enemy,  when  they 
do  great  execution.  They  excel  as  patrols,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  vigilance  on 
out-pods,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  country.  The  fagacity  which  they  derive  from 
habit  and  praftice  is  in  fome  particulars  affonifhing  ;  by  examining  a  traft  lately  traverfed. 
by  the  enemy  in  the  mod  tumultuary  manner,  they  can  difcover  with  tolerable  exaclnefs, 
the  number  of  horfes  that  have  paffed  over  it,  and  how  many  of  them  were  led.  Some 
of  them  can  defcry,  if  any  movement  is  taking  place  among  a  corps  ot  troops,  flir  be- 
yond the  reach  of  ufual  obfervation  ;  others,  by  applying  their  ears  to  the  ground,  caa 
diflinguifli  the  buz  of  men,  or  the  clattering  of  horfes  feet,  at  a  conliderable  diffance. 
They  can  take  the  field  every  day  without  intermiffion,  and  are  indefatigable  in  haraff- 
ing  the  enemy ;  they  are  contented  with  a  fcanty  fubliflence,  and  do  not  require  any 
forage  to  be  carried  for  their  horfes. 

"  There  are  eight  regiments  of  thefe  CofTacs :  each  regiment  confifls  of  five  fqua- 
drons,  and  each  fquadron  of  a  hundred  men,  befide  officers.  There  are  alfo  fix  other 
regiments  of  horfe,  called  regular  pikemen,  fimilar  in  their  arms  and  accoutrements  ta 
the  CofTacs,  and  diftinguiflied  from  them  only  by  a  trifling  difference  of  drefs." 

Computed  Force  of  the  Ruffian  Army  in  1785. 
Guard,  horfe  and  foot  -  -  -  10,000 

Regular  cavalry  -  -  -  -  69,465 

Regular  field  infantry  and  artillery         -  -         255,134 

Garrifon  battalions         ....         4y,ooo 
Artillery  ditto  -  -  -  -  5^5°° 

Total             -               3S9)099 
Irregulars  not  included.  

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Ruffian  army  upon  paper ;  but  the  real  number  always- 
falls  fhort  of  this  lift.  For  it  is  probable  that  theeffeftive  troops  on  the  peace  eftablifh^ 
ment  fcarcely  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand  ;  and  the  Ruffians  have  feldom  brought 
into  the  field  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  effeftive  men  *. 

*  In  confequence  of  the  ferhtorial  acquif:tions.  the  army  has  bren  fince  iucreared  ;  according  to  Mr. 
Tooke's  account,  its  nominal  force  amounts  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  rnen,  including  irregulais,_  of  whom; 
he  corifidera  five  hundred  thoufand  effeftive.     View  of  the  1- uffian  empire,  vol.  ii,  p   251,  2d  edition. 
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Chap.  XXII. — Rife  and  frogrefs  of  the  Englijh  trade  luifh  Rujfia. — Commerce  of  the 

Britifh  failory  of  St.  Peterfiurgb. — Exports  and  imports. 

The  coramercial  intercourfe  between  RufTu  and  the  northern  parts  of  Germany  was 
begun  and  carried  on  by  the  Hanfeatic  towns,  which  in  1726  eftabHfhed  fadories  at 
Novogorod  and  Plefcof  *,  and  for  a  confiderable  period  entirely  engroffsd  the  trade  of 
this  empire. 

The  accidental  difcovery  of  Archangel,  in  ^SSl->  transferred  a  great  part  of  this 
lucrative  commerce  to  the  Englifli.  On  the  i  ith  of  May,  three  fliips  failed  from  Dept- 
ford,  to  explore  the  North  Seas,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby.  Two 
of  thefe  veffels  penetrated  as  high  as  the  7  2d  degree  of  latitude,  to  the  coaft  of  Spitz- 
bergen  ;  and  being  afterwards  forced  by  (trefs  of  weather  into  the  bay  of  the  river  Ar- 
zina  in  Ruffian  Lapland,  both  crews  were  frozen  to  death. 

Richard  Chancellor,  who  commanded  the  other  fliip,  called  the  Bonaventure,  dif- 
covering  the  country  bordering  on  the  White  Sea,  landed  near  the  mouth  of  Dvina, 
in  a  bay  which  he  denominated  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  from  a  convent,  near  the 
prefent  port  of  Archangel.  Information  of  his  arrival  being  difpatched  to  Ivan  Vaffi- 
lievitch  II.  the  Tzar  fummoned  him  to  Mofcow,  dillinguifl-ied  him  with  many  marks  of 
kindnefs  and  attention,  received  in  the  moft  favourable  manner  a  letter  from  Edward 
VI.  t,  and  permitted  the  Englifh  to  open  a  commerce  with  Ruflia.  On  Chancellor's 
return,  a  Ruffian  company  was  eftablifhed  by  Queen  Mary,  and  in  1555  he  again  re- 
paired to  Mofcow,  accompanied  by  feveral  merchants  of  the  incorporated  fociety,  to 
whom  the  Tzar  granted  "  a  free  liberty  |  of  trading  to  any  part  of  his  dominions^ 
without  paying  duties  either  of  exporter  import,  of  exercifing  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
dizes in  his  empires  and  dominions,  freely  and  quietly,  without  any  reftraint,  impeach- 
ment, price,  exaflion,  cuftome,  toll,  impofition,  or  fubfidie." 

The  correfpondence  between  Elizabeth  and  Ivan  has  already  been  mentioned  §  ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  monarch  who  obtained  the  promife  of  an  afylum  in 
England,  if  depofed  by  his  fubjecls,  fhould  confer  additional  immunities  on  the  new 
company.  Thefe  privileges,  renewed  on  different  occafions,  amounted  to  monopoly  j 
"  Ivan  forbidding  all  other  perfons  but  the  members  of  the  faid  company,  and  all  other 
nations  but  the  Engliffi,  to  carry  on  any  traffic  to  any  of  the  northern  coafts  of 
Ruflia  ||." 

During  the  reign  of  Ivan,  the  Englifh  company  fettled  colonies  in  different  parts  of 
the  empire  ;  one  at  Kolmogori,  where  they  even  obtained  grants  of  land,  erefted 
warehoufes,  and  formed  a  rope-walk ;  others  at  Novogorod  and  Vologda.  Their 
chief  eftablifliment  was  at  Mofcow,  where  the  I'zar  built  for  their  refidence  a  large 
brick  edifice,  called  the  ambalTador's  houfe.  The  principal  merchandize  which  the 
firft  Englifh  ffiips  exported  from  Ruffia,  were  furs  and  fkins,  marts,  flax,  hemp,  cord- 
age, tallow,  train-oil,  tar,  pitch,  and  leather  ^.  Their  imports  were  chiefly  cloths  of 
all  forts,  cottons,  and  tin. 

♦  The  mercliants  of  Hamburgh  and  Lubec,  and  of  the  other  Hanfeatic  towns,  in  carrying  on  this 
traffic,  ufually  failed  to  Revel  or  Narva,  and  from  thence  pafled  through  Dorpt  to  Plefcof  and  Novogorod. 
S.R.  G.V.  p   418  ;  and  13uf.  Hid.  Mag.  X.  291.  f   Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  253. 

t   lb.  p.  265.  266,  dated  Mofcow,  7060,  the  fecond  month  of  February. 

J  See  vol,  ii.  hook  3.  chap.  J.  ||  Hackluyt,  p.  462.  f  Hackluyt,  vol  i  p.  298 — 306, 
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Another  unexpefted  advantage  was  derived  from  this  connexion  with  Ruflia.  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch,  having  conquered  the  Tartars  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  extended  his  do- 
minions as  far  as  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  eftablifhed  a  communication  with  the  Perfians 
and  Buchanans*.  Animated  with  the  hopes  of  gain,  the  Englifh  fadory  obtained  a 
patent  for  an  exclufive  trade  with  Perfia  and  Bucharia  j  and  feveral  merchants  pafled 
through  Mofcow  to  the  countries  beyond  the  Cafpian. 

At  the  death  of  Ivan,  the  Engiifli  lofl  their  great  fupport ;  and,  on  the  acceflion  of 
Feodor,  the  connrmation  of  their  immunities  was  for  fome  time  refufed  :  this  refufal 
was  owing  to  the  impatience  of  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  the  Englifh  ambaffador,  who,  by 
his  fupercilious  deportment,  offended  the  Ruffian  nobility,  and  occafioned  a  revocation 
of  the  patent.  In  1586,  Jerome  Horfey,  the  Englifh  agent  at  Mofcow,  obtained  the 
re-eflablifhment  of  feveral  immunities;  and,  in  1588,  Giles  Fletcher  f  concluded 
through  the  interefl  of  Boris  Godunof,  a  treaty  of  league  and  amity  between  Elizabeth 
and  Feodor,  the  fecond  article  of  which  contained,  "  A  confirmation  and  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  former  privileges  of  the  companie  of  our  Englifh  merchants,  which  were 
infringed  and  annulled  in  the  principal  points,  with  divers  neceflary  additions  to  the 
fame,  for  the  better  ordering  of  their  trade  in  thofe  countrys  hereafter  t." 

At  length  the  grant  of  exclufive  trade  feems  to  have  been  finally  revoked  by  Boris 
Godunof,  who  extended  to  the  Dutch  feveral  immunities  which  had  been  hitherto 
peculiar  to  the  Englifh,  and  reinfliated  the  Hanfeatic  towns  in  their  ancient  traffic  to 
Novogorod  and  Plefcof  §.  Still,  however,  the  privileges  which  remained  to  the  faftory 
were  confiderable,  confifling  in  a  commerce  free  of  duty  to  any  part  of  the  Ruffian 
dominions. 

At  the  revolution  which  placed  Demetrius  upon  the  throne,  the  Englifh  faftory  con- 
ceived a  flrong  hope  of  recovering  its  patent  of  exclufive  trade. 

But  his  untimely  fate  prevented  the  good  effects  of  his  favourable  intentions  and 
the  civil  calamities  which,  fubfequent  to  his  affaffination,  defolated  Ruflia,  almofl  an- 
nihilated the  Englifh  commerce.  But  thefe  troubles  being  terminated  by  the  eledion 
of  Michael,  Sir  James  Merricke,  ambaffador  from  James  I.  to  the  court  of  Mofcow 
obtained  from  the  new  Tzar  a  frefh  patent  in  favour  of  the  company  ;  which  allowed 
them,  as  before,  a  free  trade,  without  paying  duties  or  cufloms,  to  Archangel,  and 
from  thence  to  Kolmogori,  Novogorod,  Mofcow,  and  other  parts  of  his  dominions  |j. 

This  beneficial  commerce  was,  in  1648,  fuddenly  annihilated  by  Alexey  Michael, 
ovitch,  who  banifhed  the  Englifh  merchants  from  his  dominions.  The  caufe  of  this 
expulfion  is  generally  imputed  to  the  refentment  conceived  by  the  Tzar  againfl  the 
Englifh,  for  the  execution  of  Charles  I.^,  with  whom  he  was  clofely  connefted  by 

leagues 

*  Ruffian  Difcoveries,  part  Hi.  chap.  i. 

f  Fletcher,  who  went  this  embafTy,  and  has  publifhed  a  curious  account  of  Ruflia,  was  fellow  of 
King's  College,  Cambridge.  t   Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  473.  §  S.  R.  G.  V.  p.  159. 

II  As  long  as  there  was  no  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dvlna,  the  merchandize' was  fent  to  Kolmogori 
and  from  thence  into  the  interior  parts  of  Ruffia.  Some  time  in  the  reign  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  the  firft 
foundations  of  the  caftle  of  Archangel  were  laid  :  it  took  its  name  from  a  monaftety  built  in  honour  of  the 
uirthangel  Michael.  This  fpot  foon  increafed  to  a  town,  and  became  the  great  ftaple  of  the  Englilh  trade. 
See  S.  R.  G.  vii.  p.  470. 

<U  In  themidft  of  the  Khitaigorod  at  Mofcow,  there  is  an  ancient  gateway,  which  forms  the  entrance 
into  the  printing-office  of  the  Holy  Synod  :  it  is  of  curious  woikmandiip,  ornamented  with  figures  of  the 
lion  and  unicorn  grotefquely  carved  in  wood.  Thtfe  being  the  fupporters  of  the  Royal  arms  of  England, 
authors  have  conjectured  that  this  gateway  was  the  entrance  to  the  hotel,  conftruded  by  order  of  Ivan 
Vaflilievitch,  for  the  refidence  of  the  Englifti  ambaflador,  and  that  the  Tzar  Alexey  was  fo  offended  at 
the  execution  cf  Charles,  that  he  converted  it  into  a  printing  office.     It  ia  probable,  indeed,  from  the 

figure* 
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leagues  of  amity  and  alliance  ;  but.  in  effeft  he  aboliflied  the  company's  privileges  the 
year  before  that  event.  His  indignation  againfl:  the  Englilh  was  only  a  political  pro- 
Text  ;  the  real  motive  being  derived  froai  the  offers  of  the  Dutch  to  pay  duties  of  ex- 
pert and  import,  to  the  amount  of  15  per  cent,  if  they  were  indulged  with  the  liberty 
•of  carrying  on  as  free  a  trude  as  the  Englifli.  For  not  long  afterwards,  the  Tzar  fuf- 
fered  William  Pridcaux,  Cromwell's  agent,  to  refide  at  Archangel,  and  permitted  the 
Lnglifii  to  renew  their  commerce  in  that  port  on  the  fame  footing  with  other  foreign- 
ers *.  It  appears  alfo,  from  Milton's  and  TJiurloe's  State  Papers,  that  the  Tzar  not 
only  received  feveral  letters  from  Cromwell,  and  returned  anlwers  ;  but,  at  the  pro- 
tedor's  requefl:,  even  agreed  to  admit  hisambaflador  at  Mofcow.  In  confequence  of  this 
permiirion,  Richard  Braddiaw,  Cromwell's  refident  at  Hamburgh,  proceeded  in  his  way 
to  Mofcow,  as  far  as  Mittau,  where  he  was  honourably  entertained  by  the  Duke  of 
Courland  ;  from  which  town  feveral  difpatches  palled  between  Bradfliaw  and  the  Ruf- 
fian  chancellor,  with  rcfpecl  to  the  fupericription  of  the  Proteftor's  letter  to  the  Tzar, 
which  did  not  confer  on  that  monarch  all  the  titles  he  required.  This  feems  to  have 
been  merely  a  pretext,  as  Bradfhaw  ailerts,  to  prolong  the  time  ;  and  in  effefl:  he  foon 
afterwards  returned  to  Hamburgh  without  having  accomplifhed  his  intended  embaffyt. 
Cromwell,  however,  gained  a  great  point  in  opening  the  commerce  of  Archan- 
gel to  the  Englifli ;  and  although  Alexey  could  not  be  induced  to  grant  a  free  trade 
into  the  interior  parts  of  his  dominions  ;  yet  this  cxclufion  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
Englifh  ;   for  he  equally  prohibited  all  foreign  traffic,  except  at  Archangel  |. 

Soon  after  the  Relloration,  Charles  II.  defirous  of  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the  com- 
pany's privileges,  difpatched  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mofcow,  who  was  ordered  to  re- 
prefent,  that  "  thefe  very  privileges  were  the  bafis  and  foundation  on  which  the  amity 
of  the  two  crowns  of  England  and  Mufcovy  were  fuperflrucfed."  The  embaify  failed 
of  fuccefs :  the  failure  was  imputed  to  the  haughty  deportment  of  the  ambaflador, 
who  expreffed  difgulT;  at  the  bad  accommodations  in  Rulha,  did  not  pay  fufficient  court 
to  the  niinifters  and  favourites  of  the  Tzar,  tendered  repeated  remonfti-ances  in  a  manner 
totally  repugnant  to  the  Ruffian  cuftom,  and,  under  a  falfe  notion  of  maintaining  the 
dignity  of  his  fovereign,  objecled  to  the  Ruffian  ceremonial.  It  is  much  to  be  quef- 
tioned,  however,  if  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  had  aded  a  lefs  impolitic  part,  whether  the 
Ruffian  court  would  have  renewed  the  charter  of  the  company  in  its  full  extent,  par- 
ticularly the  exemption  from  duties  of  export  and  import ;  fince  the  Dutch  readily 
paid  the  cufloms.  The  Earl  of  Carlifle  could  only  obtain  a  permiffion  that  the.Engli/h 
fhould  trade  freely  into  the  Ruffian  dominions,  but  remain  fubjed  to  the  duties  of 
export  and  import.  From  that  period  the  Britifli  commerce  has  fuffered  no  inter- 
ruption §. 

Archangel  continued  the  fole  port  for  the  exports  and  imports  of  Ruffia,  until  the 
building  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  when  Peter  the  Great  removed  the  comnierce  of  the 


figures  of  llic  llm  and  unicorn,  tlint  tliis  frateway  had  fome  reference  to  tlie  Englifh,  although  it  was  not 
the  ambaffador's  hotel,  that  being  fituated  n;-ar  the  churcli  of  St.  Miixlmu^,  in  anotiier  part  of  the  Khi- 
taigonid  ;  but  it  evidently  appears,  from  an  infcription  over  the  Cdttway,  that  this  building  was  not  con- 
verted into  a  prinling-olnce  on  account  of  the  CAecuMon  of  Cliarks.  'i"he  infcripiion  denotes,  tliat 
Michael  Feouorovitch,  aiid  liis  fon  Alexey,  caufed  thtfe  apartments  and  this  i;.-i!e  tti  be  cordrucfcd  in  the 
priiiting-hoiife,  June  ;gth  7152,  or,  according  to  our  ira,  i("45:  a  plain  proof  ihat  the  cilahlilfiment  of 
the  printliig-houfe  was  prior,  by  at  lead  three  years,  to  tiiC  execution  ot  C!i:.rles,  and  could  have  no  re- 
ference to  that  event.  *   Thurloe,  vol.  ii    55 ^t)2. 

t   See  Milton's  Works,  p.  1657.      Thurloe,   vol.  iii    p   2;S<,  and  vi,  40^',  4:52,  439. 

J  1  liurloe,  vol.  ii.  p.  59S.  5  Except  the  ihort  interval  under  i'aul. 

White 
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XVhite  Sea  to  the  havens  of  the  Bahic  *.  The  13ritifli  merchants,  who  were  highly- 
favoured  by  that  monarch,  fettled  in  the  new  metropoHs,  which  fuddeiily  became  the 
principal  mart  for  the  Ruffian  trade.  The  privileges  of  the  Britifli  faftory  eflablifhcd 
in  Ruffia  are  confirmed  by  a  folemn  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  concluded  in 
1734  between  George  11.  and  the  Emprefs  Anne ;  and  fmce  renewed,  between  His 
prefent  Majefty  and  Catherine  11.  f 

The  whole  trade  of  St.  Peterfburgh  in  exports  and  imports  for  i777>  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  other  nations,  was. 

In  exports  -  -  2,4.00,000!.  7  , 

T        '^,  V  J-      4,ooOjOOoI.     o 

Imports  -  -  1,600,000     3      ^'       ' 

Balance  in  favour  of  Ruflia  800,009 

The  Britifh  fhare  in  this  trade  is. 

In  the  exports  about t  -  i,5o8,782L     6>      ,  g,^ -^.j.   ^g 

Imports  -  -  423,942      12  J        '-'"^    ' 

Gain  -  -  1,084,839     14 

Confequently,  the  trade  with  all  other  nations  (the  Ruffian  fubjefts  included)  is, 

Intheexports  -  891,2171.14?      3  067  27<:1      2 

Imports  -  -  1,176,057       8j     2,007,2751.    2 

Lofs  -  -  284,839     14 


From  hence  it  is  evident  RufTia  gains  annually  7  g^  g^nl 

by  her  trade  with  the  Britiih  fubjefts  about   3  '°  ^j  ^9  •     4 

And  that  fhe  lofes  by  her  trade  with  all  other  ?  g    g 

nations             -             -             -                 3  43  39       4 

Remains  annually  a  clear  gain  of  about  800,000      o 


But  fhould  the  contraband  traffic  (in  which  the  value  of  the  imports  far  exceeds  that 
of  the  exports,  and  in  which  the  Britifh  have  little  or  no  concern)  be  included,  it  will 
confiderably  diminifh  the  balance  of  thefe  commercial  profits  as  juft  ftated. 

*  In  1752,  Elizabeth  again  reftored  the  ancient  immunities  of  Archangel  ;  and  its  prefent  trade  is  not 
inconfiderable.  The  port  fupphVs  the  government  of  Archangel,  and  psrt  of  thofe  of  Nifhnei-Novogorod 
and  Cafan,  with  European  commodities,  and  draws  in  exchange  from  thofe  parts  corn,  flax,  hemp,  coarfe 
linen,  cordage,  fails,  mails,  tallow,  which  are  moftly  conveyed  by  the  Dvina  :  it  forms  alfo  a  principal 
communication  with  the  northern  and  weftern  parts  of  Siberia,  from  whence  furs,  flcins,  and  iron  are 
procured. 

t  The  reader  will  find  the  firft  treaty  of  1774 '■'  RoufTet's  Supplement  to  Dumont's  Corps  Diplo- 
matique, vol.  iii.  p.  495  ;  and  the  lalt,  of  1766,  in  a  Colkftion  of  Treaties  between  Great  Britain 
and  other  Powers,  vol.  ii.  p.  309 — 327, 

i  See  Britifh  exports  and  imports.  Appendix,  No.  2. 
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According  to  th!?  fratement,  half  the  trade  of  St.  Peterfljurgh  is  In  the  hands  of  th« 
Englifh  ;  but  as  their  exports  and  imports  in  1777  exceeded  thofe  of  the  preceding  or 
fubfequent  years,  this  eftimate  may  be  confidered  as  too  highly  rated  ;  we  may  fairly, 
however,  allow,  upon  the  mod  moderate  computation,  that  a  third  of  this  commerce  is 
carried  on  by  our  taftory. 

The  average  number  of  merchant  fhips,  which  annually  arrive  from  England  at  the 
port  of  Cronftadt,  with  goods  laden  for  St.  Peterfburgh,  may  be  colleded  from  the 
following  table : 


Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

^753 

-       149 

1758 

-       161 

1763 

-      149 

^773 

-      319 

1754 

-       236 

«759 

-      206 

1767 

-      200 

127^ 

-    3'« 

1755 

-       160 

1760 

-       137 

1763 

-     ^37 

1776 

-    320 

1756 

-       186 

1761 

-       130 

1769 

-     322 

'777 

-    366 

'757 

-       129 

1762 

-       153 

1770 

-     306 

1778 

-    252 

The  general  flate  of  the  trade  of  St.  Peterfburgh  in  1778  was, 


In  exports 
Imports 


2,042,097!.     8 
1,318,428     16 

3,360,526       4 


In  1799,  the  exports  from  St.  Peterfburgh  amounted  to  38, 169,925  roubles  j  the 
imports  19,290,779. 

In  1778  the  following  number  of  veffels  arrived  at  Cronftadt : 


Englifli 

French  * 

Spanifla 

Ruffian 

Portuguefe 

Swedifli 


252 

Dutch 

I 

Danifh 

6 

Pruffian 

12 

Lubeck 

2 

Roftock 

47 

Dantzick 

M7 
39 
26 

38 
29 

2 


Hamburgh 

Stralfund 

Bremen 

Total 


607 


Befide  the  metropolis,  the  Ruffian  trade  in  the  Baltic  is  carried  on  at  Riga,  Revel, 
Narva,  and  Wiburgh.  From  Riga  t  a  confiderable  quantity  of  corn  is  exported  by  the 
Englifh,  Swedes  and  Dutch,  which  is  fent  down  the  Duna  from  the  provinces  of  Plefcof, 
Smolenfko,  and  Novogorod  :  the  mafls  are  alfo  fhipped  from  the  fame  port.  The 
other  exports  from  this,  and  the  above-mentioned  maritime  towns,  are  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  St.  Peterfburgh. 

*  The  French  exports  and  imports  are,  in  time  of  war,  moftly  conveyed  in  Dutch  bottoms,  which  is 
the  reafon  why,  in  1778,  but  one  French  vc (Tel  arrived  at  Cronftadt,  although  their  exports  and  imports 
for  that  year  amounted  to  148,753!.  f  See  the  account  of  Riga  in  the  2d  volume. 
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Additions  to  the  Account  of  the  EngUJh  Commerce. — Auguji  1801. 

BY  the  kind  communication  of  a  friend  well  verfed  in  the  Ruffian  commerce,  I  am 
enabled  to  fubjoin  a  ftatement  of  the  mode  in  which  the  Britifli  trade  is  principally 
conduced.  , 

To  enter  into  all  the  details  of  the  Ruffian  commerce,  from  the  growth  of  the  raw 
article  in  the  interior  provinces  to  its  arrival  at  the  port  for  exportation,  would  require 
a  dillinft,  and  indeed,  a  voluminous  treatife.  But  a  few  obfervations  may  give  a  general 
idea  of  an  interefling  part  of  the  fubjeft,  namely,  the  manner  in  which  the  commerce 
is  conduced  between  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia. 

The  particular  privileges  attached  to  the  guilds,  into  which  the  Ruffian  merchants 
are  enrolled,  appropriate  to  them  the  interior  commerce  of  the  country. 

A  foreigner  who  imports  goods  into  Ruffia,  mud  fell  them  to  Ruffians  only,  and  at 
the  port  where  they  arrive,  none  but  natives  being  allowed  to  fend  merchandize  into 
the  interior  of  the  empire  for  fale.  A  few  foreigners,  indeed,  fettled  in  Ruffia,  and 
having  connexions  with  natives,  do  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  interior ;  but  it  is  con- 
trary to  law  and  the  goods  are  liable  to  feizure. 

The  late  Emprefs,  probably  with  a  view  to  induce  foreigners  to  weave  their  interefts 
more  clofely  with  Ruffia,  by  engaging  their  capital  in  every  department  of  commerce, 
propofed  certain  advantages  to  thofe  foreigners  who  would  infcribe  themfelves  in  guilds, 
and  put  themfelves  on  the  fame  footing  with  her  own  fubjefts.  The  advantages  were, 
under  a  commercial  point  of  view,  very  confiderable.  They  greatly  diminifhed  the 
heavy  duties  on  feveral  articles  *,  and  permiffion  was  granted  to  trade  into  the  country, 
that  is,  to  carry  imported  articles  to  the  bed  market,  and  to  purchafe  the  native  pro- 
duds  either  by  theinfelves  or  agents.  Notwithftanding,  however,  the  probability  of 
being  underfold  by  foreigners,  and  even  by  fome  few  of  their  own  countrymen,  a  large 
majority  of  the  Britilh  merchants  refufed  to  refign,  or  even  to  rifk  that  character  and 
independence  which  they  had  fo  long  and  honourably  fullained  as  Britifh  fubjedls,  pro- 
tefted  by  Ruffian  laws. 

If  their  determination  did  honour  to  their  firmnefs,  the  event  proved  (what  could 
not  be  forefeen)  that  it  even  promoted  their  intered.  The  Ruffians  foon  perceived,  that 
if  foreigners,  with  all  their  intelligence  and  large  capitals  at  command,  could,  like 
themfelves,  penetrate  the  country,  the  principal  emoluments  would  pafs  into  other 
hands,  and  they  counteratted  the  attempts  of  the  new  fpeculators.  Even  when  the  pri- 
vilege was  granted  to  Britifh  fubjeQs,  by  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  concluded  by  His 
Majefty's  late  minifter  at  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  it  was  impoffible  to  derive  any 
folid  advantage  from  it ;  for  although  the  right  of  fending  goods  into  the  interior  was 
no  longer  difputed,  yet  by  the  revival  of  corporation  laws,  till  that  time  confidered  as 
obfolete,  it  was  found  that  goods  belonging  to  foreigners  in  paffing  through  diiferent 
towns  would  be  fubjedt  to  fuch  heavy  duties,  that  the  Ruffians  were  able  confiderably 
to  underfell  the  Britifh  merchants  who  engaged  in  thefe  adventures. 

The  Ruffians,  therefore,  asconneded  with  Britifli  commerce,  form  two  diftinct  claffes, 
firfl,  the  grower  of  the  raw  articles,  as  hemp,  flax,  kc.  or  the  proprietor  of  them,  as  of 
tallow,  bridles,  &c.  Thefe  are,  generally  fpeaking,  the  owners  of  the  foil  and  of  the. 
peafants  where  the  articles  are  produced. 

*  Foreign  merchants  were  obliged  to  pay  thefe  duties  in  foreign  co\a,  inllead  of  Ruflian  bank  notes,  or 
copper  money,  which  made  a  difference  of  25  or  30  per  cent. 
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The  manufaflurers  of  linens,  failcloth,  &c.  purchafe  the  yarn  of  the  peafants,  who 
grow  the  flax,  and  make  the  yarn  ;  it  is  then  manufadured  into  ravenducks,  flems,  and 
drillings,  entirely  in  their  own  fabrics,  and  thefe  articles  are  feldom,  if  ever,  fold  on 
contraft,  previous  to  their  arrival  at  St.  Peterlburgh.  The  Ruffia  linens  (_known  in 
this  country  by  the  name  of  flaxen  linens,  cralh,  and  diaper,)  are  made  entirely  by  the 
peafants  ;  arid  for  this  article  the  Ruffian  merchant  is  in  a  manner  only  the  factor,  as  he 
buys  them  ready  made,  and  carries  them  to  St.  Peterlburgh  for  fale.  In  the  manufac- 
ture of  their  fail-cloth,  the  fame  circumfl:ance  occurs. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  Ruffian  merchants  are,  m.ore  properly  fpeaking,  factors  ;  thefe 
alone  make  the  contrails  with  the  Britiih  m.erchant  at  the  ports  of  Ruffia,  and  while 
mofl  of  them  poflTefs  neither  capital  nor  goods,  they  derive  large  profits  from  their  com- 
mercial traufadions. 

From  the  month  of  November,  till  the  {hipping  feafon  in  May,  the  Ruflians,  who 
trade  in  hemp,  flax,  tallow,  briftles,  wax',  oil,  hides,  iron,  and  many  other  articles, 
(except  manufa6lures  and  linens,)  either  come  themfelves  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  or  employ 
agents  to  fell  their  goods  to  foreigners,  to  be  delivered  according  to  agreement,  in  May, 
June,  July,  or  Auguft.  The  payments  are  made  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
fellers  and  buyers  ;  and  foraetimes  the  buver  pays  the  whole  amount,  in  the  winter 
months,  for  the  goods  which  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  fummer  or  autumn ;  at  others, 
he  pays  a  part  on  concluding  the  contract,  and  the  remainder  on  delivery  of  the  goods. 
The  manufafturers  and  dealers  in  linens  ufually  come  to  St.  Peterfburgh  in  March,  and 
fell  their  goods  for  ready  money. 

The  foreign  goods  were  formerly  almofl;  entirely  fold  on  twelve  months  credit,  and 
fome  on  a  ftill  longer  term  ;  but  lately,  feveral  articles,  fuch  as  coffee  and  fugar,  are  fold 
at  St.  PeterAourgh  for  ready  money;  ftill,  however,  the  interior  is  fupplied  with  foreign 
goods  on  credit,  and  moft  of  the  woollen  trade  in  St.  Peterfburgh  is  carried  on  by 
allowing  the  Ruffians  a  long  credit  with  the  goods.  Many,  I  might  almofl:  fay  all 
the  Ruflians,  who  buy  goods  on  credit  of  foreigners,  for  the  fupply  of  the  interior, 
have  no  other  conneftions  or  trade  with  St.  Peterfburgh,  than  merely  coming  there 
once  or  twice  a  year  to  purchafe  goods  on  credit,  which  having  accompliflied,  they  fet 
off  with  the  goods,  and  the  foreigner  neither  fees  nor  hears  of  them  again  till  the  bills 
become  due.  By  the  laws  of  Ruffia,  none  but  merchants  infcribed  in  the  guilds  are 
allowed  to  trade ;  and  in  cafe  any  perfon  not  infcribed  (that  is,  a  peafant)  contrafts  a 
debt  for  more  than  five  roubles,  he  cannot  be  profecuted,  nor  is  he  liable  beyond  that 
fum.  Notwithflanding  this  law,  a  great  many  peafants  do  trade,  and  adually  purchafe 
goods  of  foreigners  on  long  credit. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  notice  the  fallacious  though  fpecious  fliatement  of  the 
author  of  the  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburgh  refpeding  the  trade  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ruffia.  He  fays,  the  Englifh  take  away  leather,  and  bring 
Ihoes  ;  take  grain,  and  return  beer ;  and  fend  fliips  laden  with  hardware  in  exfchange 
for  iron,  timber,  &c.  In  the  firfl  place,  it  may  be  remarked,  neither  Ihoes,  beer,  nor 
hardware  are  allowed  to  be  imported,  nor  has  any  timber  been  received  from  Ruffia 
for  a  confiderable  time. 

The  author  has  carefully  kept  in  the  back  ground  an  effential  point  which  proves  the 
mutual  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  Rulfla  to  be  infeparable.  It  would,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  fubjeft  Ruffia  to  great  inconvenience,  were  ffie  merely  to  carry  on,  as 
the  above-mentioned  au^thor  propofes,  an  immediate  exchange  of  produce.  Before  this 
produce  can  be  brought  to  the  ports  of  Ruffia,  a  very  confiderable  capital  is  required  ; 
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and  by  the  advance  of  this  capital,  not  by  the  exchange  of  nnnufaclures  againfl  raw 
articles,  Great  Britain  renders  her  trade  reciprocally  beneficial  to  Ruflia. 

It  will  be  evident  that  to  conduQ;  an  extenfive  commerce  on  this  fyftem,  requires 
confiderable  intelligence,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with,  and  unlimited  confidence  in  the 
native  merchants.  Nothing  can  ref^eft  more  honour  on  the  Ruflians,  as  a  commercial 
people,  than  that  the  Britifli  merchants  are  in  condant  habits  of  intrufting  to  them  the 
immenfe  fums  employed  in  the  trade  with  that  country,  without  any  fccurity  beyond  a 
perfonal  knowledge. 

The  trade  has  thus  been  conduced  for  upwards  of  three  centuries ;  and  if  the  favour- 
able difpofition,  and  the  character  of  Alexander  did  not  preclude  rjfleftion  on  paft 
tranfaftions,  the  interruption  which  has  lately  taken  place,  and  the  temporary  fufpcnfion 
of  confidence  could  never  be  too  deeply  lamented.  So  many  comforts  have  been  derived 
from  a  refidence  in  the  metropolis  of  St.  Peterfljurgh,  that  not  only  Engliflr  capital  has 
been  employed  in  the  commerce,  but  the  pofleflbrs  of  that  capital  have  themlelves  di- 
refted  its  employment ;  fo  that,  excepting  in  one  or  two  inftances,  the  commerce  with 
Great  Britain  is  not  conduced  through  the  medium  of  mere  agents,  as  formerly ;  but 
the  Englifli  merchant  refideat  in  St.  Peterfburgh  has  the  fole  and  independent  com- 
mand of  the  capital  which  he  embarks  in  commerce. 

Another  circumftance  connefted  with  the  Britiih  trade  is  too  curious  to  be  paffed  ia 
filence.  Every  mercantile  houfe  in  St.  Peterfljurgh  employs  certain  men,  called  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  Artelfchicks,  who  are  the  counting-houfe  men,  and  employed 
by  every  merchant  to  collect  payment  on  bills,  to  receive  money,  as  well  as  in  many 
inftances  to  pay  it  in  very  confiderable  fums.  This  is  an  important  part  of  their  truft. 
There  being  no  bankers  in  Ruflia,  every  mercantile  houfe  keeps  its  own  ca(h  ;  and  as 
the  payments  between  merchants,  and  for  bills  of  exchange,  are  made  entirely  in  bank 
notes  of  no  higher  value  than  five,  ten,  twenty-five,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  roubles,  moft: 
of  them  in  fo  tattered  a  flate,  as  to  require  feveral  hours  to  count  over  a  fum  of  two  or 
three  thoufand  pounds ;  this  bufinefs  is  performed  by  artelfchicks,  and  very  few  in- 
ftances have  occurred  of  lofs  by  their  inattention,  either  in  mifcounting  the  notes,  in 
taking  falfe  notes,  or,  where  they  are  much  torn,  in  receiving  parts  of  different  bank 
notes. 

Thefe  artelfchicks  are  alfo  employed  to  fuperintend  the  loading  and  unloading  the 
different  cargoes ;  they  receive  the  moft  valuable  into  the  warehoufe,  where  they  are  left 
foleiy  under  their  care ;  and  in  thefe  warehoufes  not  merely  merchandife,  but  often 
large  quantities  of  dollars  are  depofited.  Thefe  Ruffians  are  moftly  natives  of  Arch- 
angel and  I  he  adjacent  governments,  of  the  loweft  clafs,  are  often  {laves,  generally  of 
the  crown  ;  and  the  only  fecurity  of  the  merchant  arifes  in  fome  degree  from  the  natural 
reludtance  of  the  Ruffian  to  betray  confidence  repofed  in  him ;  but  in  a  much  greater 
from  the  nature  of  their  affociation,  which  is  called  an  Artel. 

An  Artel  confifts  of  a  certain  number  of  labourers,  who  voluntarily  become  refpon- 
fible,  as  a  body,  for  the  honefty  of  each  individual.  The  feparate  earnings  of  each  man 
are  put  into  the  common  ftock,  a  monthly  allowance  is  made  for  his  fupport,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  furplus  is  equally  divided.  The  number  varies  in  different  affo- 
ciations  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  ;  and  fo  advantageous  is  it  confidered  to  belong  to 
one  of  thefe  focieties,  that  joo,  and  even  looo  roubles  are  paid  for  admiffion.  Thefe 
focieties  are  not  bound  by  any  law  of  the  empire,  or  even  written  agreement;  nor  does 
the  merchant  reftrain  them  under  any  legal  obligation  ;  yet  there  has  been  no  inftance 
of  their  objetting  to  any  juft  claim,  or  of  proteding  an  individual  whofe  condud  had 

biou^ht  a  demand  on  the  fociety. 

^  Chap. 
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■  Chap.  X'Kllh—Ri/e,  Progrefs,  and  Termination  of  the  Englijh  Trade  on  the  Cafpian 
Sea. — Commerce  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  fame  Quarter. — Defcription  of  the  principal , 
Ports, — Exports  and  Imports. — Average  Value  of  the  Trade. — Commerce  with  the  Bucha- 
■rians  and  Chine fe. 

IN  the  fourteenth  century,  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  drew,  by  means  of  the  Caf- 
pian, through  Aftracan  to  their  fettlements  at  Azof*  and  Caffa,  the  Indian,  Perfian, 
and  Arabian  merchandize,  with  which  they  furniflied  the  fouth  of  Europe.  The 
northern  part  of  this  continent  was  fuppHed  likewife,  through  Aftracan,  with  Afialic 
goods,  by  the  Ruffian  merchants  of  Ladoga  on  the  Volkof,  wlio  fent  them  to  their 
principal  ftorehoufe  at  Wifby,  a  Hanfeatic  town  in  the  Ifle  of  Gothland.  The  devafta- 
tion  occafioned  by  the  wars  of  Tamerlane,  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  turned 
this  trade  from  Aftracan  to  Smyrna  and  Aleppo.  The  commerce  of|  Arabia,  more 
commodious  for  thofe  ports,  never  returned  to  Aftracan  ;  but  part  of  the  Perfian  traffic 
was  afterwards  reftored  to  its  old  channel. 

While  the  provinces  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan  were- under  the  government  of  the  Tar- 
tars, the  cap,  or  head-quarters  of  the  Khan,  was  a  mart  for  the  Ruffian  and  Perfian 
merchants.  But  as,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  roving  Tartars,  it  was  frequently 
changed,  Aftracan  and  Terkif  became  at  length  two  principal  places  of  refort.  This 
commerce,  impeded  and  frequently  interrupted  by  the  numerous  banditti,  was  precari- 
ous ;  until  the  conqueft  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan  opened  a  ready  communication  between 
Mofcow  and  the  Cafpian  Sea;  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  having  garrifoned  Aftracan  with 
troops,  rendered  it  the  chief  emporium  of  the  eaftern  trade.  This  conqueft  being  com- 
pleted in  1554,  foon  after  the  difcovery  of  Archangel,  the  Englifii  obtained  the  Tzar*s 
permiffion  to  pafs  through  his  dominions  into  Perfia,  and  carry  on  an  exclufive  trade 
over  the  Cafpian. 

Jenkinfon  was  the  firft  Engliftiman  who  navigated  that  fea.  In  1558,  he  landed  at 
Manguftilak  upon  the  Eaftern  ffiore,  paffed  by  land  through  the  country  of  the  Turko- 
man Tartars  to  Boghara,  capital  of  Great  Bucharia,  and  returned  to  Mofcow  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  1561,  he  again  failed  over  the  Cafpian,  and  proceeding  to  the  coafl: 
of  Shirvan,  went  by  land  to  Cafbin,  the  refidence  of  the  fophy,  from  whom  he  obtained 
a  permiffion  of  trading  into  Perfia.  Several  merchants  followed  his  example.  The  laft 
expedition  was  made,  in  1597,  by  Chriftopher  Burroughs;  whofe  ftiip  being,  on  its 
return,  ffiattered  by  the  ice  in  the  mouth  of  the  Volga,  he  and  his  crew  efcaped  with 
difficulty,  and  arrived  at  Aftracan  after  many  dangers  |.  During  thefe  expeditions  the 
traffic  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  ports  of  Tumen,  Derbent,  Baku,  and  the  coaft  of 
Ghilan. 

The  difafters  which  attended  the  voyage  of  Burrough,  the  banditti  frequenting  the 
fhores  of  the  Cafpian,  and  the  wars  between  the  Turks  and  Perfians,  obftrudted  the  infant 
commerce ;  and  during  above  a  century  and  a  half  no  Engliffi  veffi^l  appeared  ■fipon  this 

■*   See  Guldenltacdt's  Treatife  \'on  den  Hafen  am  CafpiTchen  Meere,  in  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1777. 

The  Indian  goods  were  brought,  for  the  mod  part,  through  Perfia  acrofsthe  Cafpian  to  Aftracan,  from 
thence  up  the  Volga,  then  by  land  to  the  Don,  and  down  that  river  to  Azof. 

f  Tf  rki  was  fituatcd  near  the  river  Terek,  upon  the  weflern  fhorc  of  liie  Cafpian  :  no  traces  of  it  remain, 
as  the  fite  is  covered  by  the  fea. 

X  Hackluyt,  p.  324 — 430.  S.  R.  G.  viii.  426—473. 

6  fea. 
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fea.  At  length.  In  1741,  the  Britifii  merchants  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  at  the  perfuafion  of 
Captain  Elton,  an  Fnglifliman  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  renewed  the  commerce,  and  cflab- 
lidied  a  faftory  at  Re(hd  in  the  province  of  Giiihui.  Some  difputes  unfortimately  arif- 
ing,  as  well  between  the  Englifh  themfelves,  as  between  the  Ruffians  and  Eiton,  he  en- 
tered into  the  fervice  of  N^idir  Shah,  and  affiiled  in  confl:ru6ling  feme  veflels  on  the 
Cafpian.  This  circumllance  gave  umbrage  to  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  Eh'za- 
beth,  in  1746,  withdrew  her  permiffion  to  the  Englifli  merchants,  of  paffing  through* 
her  dominions  for  the  Cafpian  commerce.  On  the  death  of  Nadir  Shah  in  1 747,  who, 
in  confequence  of  Elton's  inflnence,  had  permitted  the  Englifli  to  trade  to  Perfia,  their 
faftory  was  pillaged  by  one  of  the  pretenders  to  the  throne,  and  their  commerce  anni- 
hilated * . 

The  Ruffians  purfued  with  perfeverance  the  track  opened  by  our  merchants,  and-. 
under  Alexey  Michaelovirch,  Aflrican  became  the  centre  of  the  Perfian  trade ;   to> 
which  place  merchants  from  Bucharia,  Crim  Tartary,  Armenia,  Perfia,  and  even  Indiaj 
reforted.     The  veffels  of  the  Ruffians  being  rudely  framed,  without  decks,  and  of  courfe 
expofed  to  conlfant  fhipwrecldf,  'he  Tzar  drew  from  Amfterdam  feveral  ffiip-builders, . 
for  the  purpofe  of  conlirutting  veffels  more  calculated  to  weather  the  florms  of  this  fea; 
but  thefe  defigns  being  fruftraied  by  the  rebellion  of  the  Coffacks  of  the  Don,  under 
Stenko  Razin  |,  the  trade  of  Ruffia  was  annihilated  by  their  devaftations.     On  the 
quelling  of  the  revolt,  and  puniflinient  of  their  leader,  the  greater  part  of  the  commerce 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Armenian  merchants  eflabliflied  in  Aflracan,  who  fettled  fac» 
tories  both  in  the  Ruffian  and  Perfian  territories  § . 

During  this  whole  period  the  Ruffian  and  Armenian  traders  penetrated  no  further 
than  Niezabad,  a  port  between  Derbent  and  Baku  ;  and  their  chief  fettlement  was  at 
Shamakee,  capital  of  Shirvan,  until  17x13  when  that  town  was  taken  by  the  LefgeeSj,. 
and  the  faftory  deftroyed. 

In  1721,  this  commerce  was  again  revived:  Peter  having  marched  an  army  into 
Perfia,  over-ran  the  provinces  of  Dageftan,  Shirvan,  Ghilan,  and  Mafanderan,  on  the 
eaftern  and  fouthern  coafls  of  the  Cafpian,  and  obtained  their  ceffion  by  a  formal  treaty. 
Soon  afterwards,  he  eftablifbed  a  Ruffian  company  trading  to  the  Cafpian  ;  but  the 
whole  capital  confided  only  of  four  hundred  ffiares,  of  the  value  of  30I.  each.  The- 
chief  fettlements  were  formed  at  Aftracan  and  Kiflar. 

The  poffeffion  of  thefe  diftant  provinces  proving  expenfive  and  of  little  advantage, , 
Anne  reflored  them  to  the  fophy  ||  on  condition  that  the  Ruffian  merchants  fhould  en- 
joy liberty  of  trade  to  all  the  havens  of  the  Cafpian  without  paying  duty,  ffiould  be  al- 
lowed to  build  houfes  and  magazines,  and  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  laws  of  the  country  ^. 
The  privileges  of  this  company  were  confirmed  by  Anne  and  Elizabeth  ;  but  the  com- 
merce was  inconfiderable  until  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  who,  in  1762,  aboliffied  this 
exclufive  right,  and  permitted  all  her  fubjefts  to  trade  with  Perfia;  prohibiting,  on 
account  of  the  numerous  banditti  who  infeft  the  roads,  the  inland  traffic  from  Kiflar, . 
and  the  other  Cafpian  ports  to  Shamakee.      Two  Ruffian  confuls  refide  at  Baku  and,. 

•  See  Hanway's  Britifh  trade  over  the  Cafpian  Sea,  in  his  Travels,  vols.  i.  and  ii.  ;  and  chap,  xxxiii.  in  . 
the  fecond  volume  of  Cooke's  Travels  through  the  Ruffian  Empire  to  Perfia.      Both  thefe  accounts,  how- 
ever contradidiory  to  each  other,  fufficiently  prove  the  unfortunate  mifunderflandings  vchich  had  arifen  be* 
tween  the  Englifh  who  engaged  in  this  trade. 

+  S    R   G.  vii,  p.  499. 

i  Bufching,  ix  80 — 88.  For  an  account  of  Stenko  RaCn,  fee  Schmidt,  Ruff,  Gef.  vol.  ii.  p.  33.  Mot- 
ley's Hiftory  of  Catharine,  vol.  i.  p.  227. 

§  S.  R.  G.  vii.  p.  J05.  II  S.  R.  G.  i.  p.  1^4,  &c.  f  Guldenftaedt. 

Einzellee*. 


S§o  COXe's    travels    in    RtlSSIA. 

Einzellce  *.  Thefe  regulations,  however,  cannot  prevent  the  contraband  trade  which 
is  carried  on  at  Shamakee,  and  the  other  inland  towns  of  Perfia,  by  the  Armenian 
inercliants ;  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  country  and  language,  underfell  the 
Rullians. 

Aflracan,  fituated  on  an  ifland  in  a  branch  of  the  Volga,  is  the  great  flaple  of  the 
Cafpian  commerce ;  and,  by  means  of  that  river,  is  readily  fupplied  with  European 
merchandize  from  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  f.  Although  Aftracan  is  only  in  the  47th 
degree  of  latitude,  yet  the  cold  is  extremelv  intenfe  in  winter ;  and  for  two  months 
the  Volga  is  generally  frozen  fo  hard  as  to  be  palled  over  by  heavy-laden  fledges  J. 
Large  tracts  of  forefl:  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  in  the  province  of  Kafan,  furnifii  fuf- 
ficient  oak  and  timber  for  the  conflruction  of  veffels  for  the  Cafpian  fea. 

The  Cafpian  is  fix  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in  length,  from  Gurief  to  Medflietifar, 
and  in  no  part  more  than  two  hundred  and  fixty  in  breadth.  It  has  no  tide ;  and,  on 
account  of  fhoals  is  navigable  only  by  veflels  drawing  from  nine  to  ten  feet  water ;  it 
has  ftrong  currents,  and,  like  all  inland  feas,  is  fubjed  to  violent  ftorms  §,  which  the 
Ruflian  veflels,  wretchedly  conftrufted,  weather  with  difficulty :  the  waters  are  brackifli. 
The  Uralian  CofiTacs  enjoy  the  right  of  fifliing  on  the  coaft  forty  feven  miles  on  each 
fide  of  the  river  Ural ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Aftracan  poflTefs  the  exclufive  privilege 
on  the  remaining  fliores  belonging  to  Ruflia.  The  roe  of  fturgeons  and  beluga  fupply 
large  quantities  of  caviare ;  and  the  fi(h,  which  are  chiefly  falted  and  dried,  form  a  con- 
fiderable  article  of  confumption  in  the  Ruflian  empire.  The  Cafpian  abounds  with  fea- 
dogs,  which  are  hunted  and  caught  in  great  numbers  ||. 

The  ports  of  the  Cafpian  may  be  divided  into  Ruflian,  Perfian,  and  Tartar. 

The  Ruflian  ports  and  trading  places  are,  i .  Gurief ;   2.  Kiflar. 

I.  Gurief,  fituated  on  the  mouth  of  the  Yaik  or  Ural,  near  a  bay  of  the  Cafpian,  is 
a  fmall  but  ftrong  fortrefs,  which  guards  the  frontiers  of  the  Ruflian  empire  towards 
the  territory  of  the  Kirghees  Tartars.  The  place  contains  fcarcely  a  hundred  houfes, 
and,  except  the  garrifon,  has  no  inhabitants  but  a  few  merchants  from  Aftracan,  who 
trade  with  the  neighbouring  Tartars  ^.  2.  The  fortrefs  of  Kiflar  ftands  near  the  eaftern 
coaft,  and  covers  the  frontiers  towards  the  limits  of  Perfia.  Veflels  formerly  entered 
the  fouthern  branch  of  the  Terek ;  but  as  the  mouths  of  that  river  are  now  choaked 
up,  the  merchandize  is  landed  in  a  fmall  bay  at  the  diftance  of  thirty-four  miles.  Kif- 
lar draws  from  Aftracan  the  European  commodities  neceflary  for  the  Perfian  traffic,  to- 
gether with  corn  and  provifion  for  the  Ruflian  colonies  on  the  Terek,  and  for  the  neigh- 
bouring diftrift  of  Mount  Caucafus.  Befide  the  goods  which  are  difpofed  of  at  Kiflar, 
and  fent  to  the  Perfian  ports,  the  inhabitants  carry  on  a  contraband  trade  to  Shamakee, 
Derbeut,  and  even  Tiflis  in  Georgia,  which  is  exceedingly  precarious  from  the  numerous 
banditti  who  pillage  the  caravans. 

Before  I  enumerate  the  principal  Perfian  havens,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  acquaint 
the  reader  to  whom  belong  the  provinces  of  Shirvan,  Ghilan,  Mafanderan,  and  Aftra- 
bad,  in  which  countries  the  ports  reforted  to  by  the  Ruflians  are  fituated.  But  the 
unfcttled  ftate  of  Perfia,  and  the  civil  wars  which  continue  to  harrafs  that  divided  em- 
pire, render  it  difficult  to  afcertain  that  point  **.  In  general  thofe  provinces  are  governed 

by 

»  Guldenftaedt,  p.  248.  t  Hanway,  p.  141.  |   Gmelin,  vol.  if.  p.  84. 

§   H=inway,  vol    i   p.  393.  ||  Jour.  St.  Pet.  p.  253  ;  S.  R.  G.  vii   p   515.     For  a  lift  of  the    fi/h 

ill  the  Carplan,  fee  Gmelin,  vol.  ii  p   246.  f   Pallas  Reifc,  I    424,  &c. 

**  On  the  dlfafTmation  of  Nadir  bhah,  in  1747,  various  competitors  prefenced  theiiifelves  to  fill  tLe  va- 
cant tJjrone  ;  and  in  lefa  than  two  years  eight  tovereigns  had  reigned,  been  depofed,  or  affaffinated  ;  when 

Kerim 
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by  their  own  khans,  who,  though  tributary  to  the  fophy,  render  themfelvcs  occa- 
fionally  independent ;  and  as  they  are  continually  at  war  with  each  other,  their  govern- 
ments are  the  feat  of  ahnoft  perpetual  hoftility,  rapine,  and  devallation.  Meanwhile, 
the  trade  flourilhes  or  diminiflies  in  proportion  as  the  exadions  of  the  fovereignj;  are 
more  or  lefs  frequent  and  exorbitant. 

The  Perfian  havens  are,   i.Derbent;   2.  Niezabad  ;  3.  Baku;   4.  Einzellee;   5.  Fa- 
rabat;   6.  Medflietifar;    7.  Aftrabad. 

I.  Derbent  is  the  worfi:  port  in  the  Cafpian  ;  if  it  can  be  called  a  port,  where  veflels 
can  feldom  approach  the  fliore,  on  account  of  fands  and  flioals,  but  are  generally  oblig-' 
ed  to  anchor,  at  the  diflance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile :  from  this  circumflance,  joined 
to  the  inconfiderable  degree  of  commerce,  it  is  little  frequented.  Derbent  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Shirvan,  is  a  Perfian  fortrefs,  furrounded  by  high  brick  walls ;  the  inhabitants 
are  chiefly  Perfians,  Tartars,  and  a  few  Armenians.  Two  or  three  Ruffian  (hips  are 
annually  bound  for  Derbent ;  they  are  ufually  laden  with  oats  and  rye,  and  carry  iron, 
fteel,  and  lead  for  the  Lefgees  and  other  Tartar  nations,  who  inhabit  the  Eaftern  chain 
of  the  Caucafus.  The  neighbourhood  produces  fome  corn,  but  not  fufficient  for  the 
confumption  of  the  place.  2.  Niefovaia  Prillan,  or  Niezabad,  was  formerly  the  port  mofl: 
frequented  by  the  Ruffians,  and  chiefly  vifited  by  the  merchants  of  Shamakee,  who 
fupplied  the  province  of  Shirvan  with  European  commodities.  Near  the  harbour  are 
feveral  wretched  villages.  3.  Baku  is  elteemed  the  mod  commodious  haven,  as  veflels 
may  fecurely  anchor  in  feven  fathoms  water ;  but  the  number  of  ffioals,  iflands,  and 
fand-banks,  render  the  entrance  extremely  difficult  and  dangerous,  particularly  to  the 
Ruffians  who  are  not  expert  failors.  Baku  is  a  fortrefs  furrounded  with  high  brick 
walls  :  the  inhabitants  like  thofe  of  Derbent,  are  Perfians,  Tartars  and  a  few  Armenian  - 
merchants.  The  principal  articles  of  exportation  are  naphta,  and  rock  fait,  of  both 
which  there  are  mines  on  the  ealt  fide  of  the  bay.  The  inhabitants  cultivate  faftron  and 
the  cotton-tree,  but  not  to  any  confiderable  advantage.  The  trade  of  Baku,  though 
more  valuable  than  that  of  Derbent,  is  fl:ill  inconfiderable,  and  chiefly  carried  on  with 
Shamakee,  from  whence  it  draws  raw  filk  and  filken  fl:ufFs.  A  Ruffian  conful  is  refi- 
dent  at  this  place*.  Before  we  quit  the  province  of  Shirvan,  it  may  not  be  improper 
$0  mention  its  capital,  the  inland  town  of  Shamakee,  which  is  only  fixty-fix  miles  from 
Baku,  and  fupplies  that  port  with  raw  filk  and  filken  fluffs.  Shamakee  owed  its  com- 
mercial importance  to  the  filk  which  is  cultivated  in  the  neighbouring  diflirid,  and  flill 
preferves  the  town  from  ruin,  though  the  traffic  is  greatly  reduced  by  the  exorbitant 
exadlions  of  the  Khan  of  Kuba  ;  it  was  alfo  crowded  with  Turkifh  and  Greek  merchants 
but  at  prefent  contains  only  a  few  Armenian  and  Indian  traders.  The  inhabitants  ma- 
nufadlure  filk  and  cotton  ituffs,  far  inferior  to  thofe  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury. The  filk  of  this  province  is  exported  into  the  interior  part  of  Perfia,  Turkey, 
Georgia,  and  Ruffia.  Shamakee  flill  fupplies  part  of  Georgia,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Eaftern  chain  of  Mount  Caucafus,  with  European  commodities,  principally  by 
means  of  the  traffic  with  Baku,  and  the  contraband  trade  with  the  Armenians  and 
Ruffians  f.     4.  Einzellee,  though  a  wretched  village,  is  the  moft  frequented  for   the 


Shirauz.     On  hi<  death,  in  1779,  Perfia  was  again  expofed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  difputed  focceffion,  and 

divided  between  the  two  principal  competitors.     Akau  Mahomed  Khan,  a  Perfian  of  iiigh  dilHn<Sion,  who 

was  caltiattd   in    his  infancy  by  order  of  Nadir   Shah,    and  who,  like    Narfcs,  polTelfcd   great  civil  and 
mih'lary  talents,   was,    in  1788,  mailer  of  Mazanderan   and    Ghilan,  as  well  as  the  cities  of  Ifpahan  and 

Tauris.     Jaafar  Klian,  nephew  of  Kerim  Khan,  was  at  that  period  fovercign  of  Shirauz,  the  capital,  and 
of  the  foiithern  provinces. — Franklin's  Tour  from  Bengal  to  Perfia,  p.  27S — 351. 

*  Ginelin,  vol.  iii.  p.  52,  &c.     Guldenltaedt.  t  Gmclin,  vol.  iii.  p.  60,  &c. 

VOL.  VI.  5  u  Perfian 
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Perfian  commerce:  formerly  veffels  entered  through  the  channel  into  a  bay;  but 
this  bay  being  choaked  up,  are  obliged  to  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road.  Einzellee  is  fitua- 
ted  on  the  fouth-weftern  coaft,  a  few  miles  north  of  Refhd,  capital  of  the  province  of 
Ghilan :  it  confifts  of  Old  and  New  Einzellee;  the  former  inhabited  by  the  Perfians 
and  Armenians,  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  thefophy,  the  latter  by  the  Ruflian  merchants, 
and  thofe  Armenians  who  are  fubjefl  to  Ruffia.  A  garrifon  of  thirty  foldiers  is  fta- 
tioned  under  the  command  of  the  conful.  It  contains  a  Ruffian  and  Armenian  church 
and  about  three  hundred  houfes,  moflly  formed  with  reed.  The  refiife  only  of  the 
Perfian  and  European  commodities  is  expofed  to  fale  at  Einzellee ;  the  Great  mart 
being  at  Refhd,  where  the  Ruffians  have  erefted  booths,  to  which  place  a  conflux  of 
merchants  from  Tauris,  and  the  principal  cities  of  Perfia,  Armenia,  and  even  Turkey, 
refort,  in  order  to  purchafe  the  raw  fi!k  and  nianufaftures  of  Ghilan.  Hence  the 
Ruffians  difpofe  of  their  European  commodities  to  confiderable  advantage,  and  obtaia 
in  return  the  produftions  of  this  rich  province.  The  manufadures  *  and  filk  of  Ghi- 
lan, efteemed  the  bed  in  Perfia,  have  been  in  fuch  repute  for  thefe  lafV  fifty  years,  that 
Refhd  is  become  one  of  the  firft  commercial  towns  in  this  part  of  Afia.  The  finefb 
fort  is  ufually  white,  and  chiefly  fent  into  the  interior  cities  of  Perfia,  or  fold  to  the 
Turks ;  the  inferior  kind  is  yellow,  and  principally  difpofed  of  to  the  Ruffians.  There 
is  fuch  a  conflant  demand  for  the  filk  of  Ghilan  f,  that  the  price  rifes  every  year. 
Refhd  fupplies  the  bordering  provinces  of  Perfia,  and  the  independent  neighbouring 
flates  as  far  as  Georgia,  with  European  merchandize,  except  the  goods  which  are  tranf- 
ported  immediately  from  Afl:racan,  through  Kiflar  and  Mofl;ok,  to  the  nearefh  parts 
of  Georgia,  and  of  the  neighbouring  mountains ;  and  thofe  fent  from  Shainakee,  to 
the  Lefgees  Tartars,  and  other  independent  tribes  J.  5.  Farabat,  and  6.  Medfhetifar, 
are  filuated  on  the  fourthern  coaft,  in  the  province  of  Mafanderan  ;  they  are  both  fmall 
villages,  of  which  Medffietifar  is  molf  commercial,  from  its  vicinity  to  Balfrufch,  capi- 
tal of  the  province,  where  the  Ruffians  and  Armenians  convey  their  merchandife  :  the 
traffic,  however,  is  much  lefs  confiderable  than  formerly,  a  circumftance  owing  to  the 
impofitions  of  the  Khan  of  Mafanderan.  The  chief  produ-ftions  of  this  country  are 
filk,  far  inferior  to  that  of  Ghilan,  rice  and  cotton,  of  which  articles  there  is  a  large  ex- 
portation. Merchants  from  Kafkan,  Ifpahan,  Schirafs,  and  Khorafan,  refort  to  Bal- 
frufch, and  bring  for  fale  the  Perfian  and  Indian  commodities  §.  7.  The  bay  of  Aflra- 
bad,  where  the  Ruffians  land  and  proceed  to  the  capital.  The  produftions  of  this  pro- 
vince,  and  Its  exports  and  imports,  are  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mafanderan.  The 
commerce  of  Aflrabad  is  chiefly  with  Candahar. 

The  Tartar  havens  are,  i.  The  bay  of  Balkan ;  2.  Mangufhlak,  both  of  which,  but 
particularly  the  latter,  afford  a  fecure  harbour,  i.  the  Ruffians  frequent  the  iflands 
in  the  bay  of  Balkan  ;  inhabited  chiefly  by  pirates  of  the  race  of  Turkoman  Tartars  : 
thefe  iflands  produce  rice  and  cotton,  and  one  of  them  called  Naphthonia,  abounds  in 
naphtha.  The  traffic  might  be  increafed  to  the  advantage  of  Ruffia ;  as  it  would  be 
far  more  commodious  to  trade  with  the  Tartars  of  Khiva  and  Bucharia  from  thefe  parts 
than  from  Orenburgh,  through  the  country  of  the  warlike  and  independent  Kirghees. 
2.  The  commerce  of  Manguflilak  is  mofl  confiderable  :  the  neighbouring  Tartars  bring 
to  this  place  the  produdions  of  their  own  country,  and  even  of  Bucharia,  fuch  as  cot- 
ton, yarn,  and  fluffs,  furs  and  fkins,  and  rhubarb  ||. 

*  See,  in  Gmeli'n,  vol.  iii.  p.  415,  a  lift  of  the  manufaftares  of  Ghilan. 

■^  For  an  account  of  the  filk  of  Ghilan,  fee  Gmelin,  vol.  iii.  p.  412.  Hanway,  vol.  il.  p.  16.  S.  R, 
G.  Vil.  p.  515. 

±  Gmelin,  vol.  iii.  p.  414.  f  Gmelin,  vol.  iii.  p.  459.  H  Guld^nftaedt,  p.  265 — 267. 
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The  principal  commodities  exported  from  Aftracan  to  tlic  ports  of  the  Cafpian  Tea, 
are  cloths,  chiefly  Englifli,  Dutch,  French,  and  Silefian ;  vitriol,  foap,  alum,  fugar. 
Ruffian  leather,  needles,  and  cotton  fluffs,  coarfe  linen  manufaftured  in  Ruffia,  velvet?, 
glafs  ware,  and  looking-glaffes,  writing  paper,  a  few  furs  and  Ikins,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
tea,  provifions,  chiefly  corn  and  butter,  wine,  brandy,  vi'ooden  furniture,  fea-horfe 
teeth;  alfo  iron,  brafs,  tin,  lead,  hardware,  watches,  &c.  &c.  In  1775,  the  value  of 
the  cloths  exported  amounted  to  52,6001. ;  the  cochineal  to  45,600!.  ;  and  the  indigo 
to  7,000.  Imports:  Raw  and  manufaflured  filks,  but  chiefly  the  former,  from  the 
provinces  of  Shirvan  and  Ghilan  ;  which  article,  in  1775,  amounted  to  43,8001.  Bu- 
chanan iamb-flcins,  rice,  dried  fruit,  fpices  and  drugs,  cofl'ee,  wine,  faifron,  fait,  ful- 
phur,  and  naphtha.  The  Indians  and  merchants  of  Khiva  bring  occafionally  to  Aftra- 
can  gold  and  filver  in  bars,  gold-duft,  precious  flones,  and  pearls. 

The  trade  of  the  Cafpian  fea  had  confiderably  declined  before  the  acceffion  of  the  late 
Emprefs  :  by  the  abolition  of  monopolies,  and  by  other  ufeful  regulations,  it  has  lately  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  within  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years  the  average  fum  of  the 
exports  and  imports  has  been  nearly  tripled : 

Total  exports 
and   imports. 

1760.     ^pP°f      3S.>ooI.?  .       .  78.200I. 

'  {,  Imports      42,100   3  /   >        • 

Balance  againfl  Ruffia        -     6,000 


1768      5"  Exports       87,7001.? 
'      *     ^  Imports       63,700    5 

Balance  in  favour  of  Ruffia    24,000 


151,400 


C  Exports     125,4001.7  r. 

^^^^-     ^Imports       64,120   5         ■         -         ^^9,520 


Balance  in  favour  of  Ruffia    61,280 

Traffic  with  Georgia  and  the  natives  of  Caucafus 


Total  in  1775.  »  .  -  199,520 

The  contraband  trade  is  not  Included  in  this  calculation  *. 

Commerce  with  the  Buchanans  and  Chinefe. 

Under  the  commerce  with  the  Buchanans  f  I  comprize  that  with  the  Calmucs,  and 
other  Tartar  nations  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Siberia ;  becaufe  it  is^of  fuch  little  impor- 
tance as  fcarcely  to  deferve  a  fepai'ate  article. 

•  The  reader  who  \vi{hes  to  trace  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  prcfent  (late  of  the  commerce  on  the  Cafpian 
fea,  mud  confult  and  compare  Hackluyt's  CoUeftion  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  324  to  431  ;  Hanvvay's  Britilh 
Trade  of  the  Cafpian  Sea;  Cooke's  Travels  ;  S.  R.  G.  vii.  103 — 546;  (Smelln's  Reife,  vol.  iii. ;  and 
Giildenftaedt's  Treatife  mentioned  above. 

f  Having  before  mentioned  the  commerce  vpith  the  Bucharlans  upon  the  Eattcrn  coafts  of  the  Cafpijin, 
it  TS  necdlefs  to  enter  upon  any  further  detail  of  it  in  this  place. 
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The  Buchanans,  who  inhabit  the  fouth-weftern  part  of  Independent  Tartary,  are  -^ 
commercial  people;  their  caravans  travel  through  the  whole  continent  of  Afia*,  and 
traffic  with  Ruffia,  Thibet,  China,  India,  and  Perfia.  Ruffia  contains  feveral  colonies 
of  Buchanans,  who  are  fettled  in  many  large  towns  of  thefouthern  provinces,  and  main- 
tain a  conftant  communication  with  the  merchants  of  their  own  country.  Their  prin- 
cipal marts  are  Tomfk,  Kiacta,  and  Orenburgh,  which  is  the  moll  confiderable,  and 
chiefly  trades  with  Kaflcar,  Tallikent,  and  Khiva  f-  Their  caravans  are  expofed  to 
pillage  from  the  Kirghees  Tartars,  through  whole  country  they  are  obliged  to  pafs. 
Their  imports  are  gold  and  filver,  chiefly  in  Perfian  coins  and  Indian  rupees,  gold-duft  J, 
precious  (fones,  particularly  rubies,  lapis  lazuli,  fpun  and  raw  cotton,  cotton  Huffs  ia 
great  abundance,  both  Indian  and  Buchanan,  half-filks,  unprepared  nitre,  native  fal- 
ammoniac,  lamb-fkins,  raw  filk  in  fmall  quantities,  and  rhubarb,  large  droves  of  Iheep 
and  horfes  §.  Exports :  Cloth,  Ruffian  leather,  beads  and  trinkets,  hardware,  indigo, 
cochineal,  &c. 

The  Chinefe  trade  is  by  far  the  moft  important  part  of  its  Afiatic  commerce,  and  is 
now  carried  on  at  Kiafta,  fituated  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Cbinef,^  and  Ruffian  empires. 
But  having  in  a  former  publication  i|  given  a  circumftantial  account  of  this  commerce, 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  in  1777,  the  total  fum  of  importation  and  expor- 
tation, as  entered  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  amounted  to  573,666!.  ;  but  if  we  include  the 
contraband  trade,  which  is  very  confiderable,  and  make  an  allowance  for  the  deficiencies 
of  the  above-mentioned  year,  which  was  not  fo  favourable  as  the  preceding,  we  may 
fairly  eflimate  the  grofs  amount  of  the  average  trade  to  China,  in  exports  and  imports, 
at  near  800,000!.  fterling. 


Chap.  XXVII. — On  the  Commerce  of  the  Black  Sea. — Havens. — Exports  and  Imports.—' 
Ports  and  Territory  ceded  by  the  Turks  toRuJfia. — Z<  porogian  Coffacs. — Productions  of  the 
Southern  Provinces. — Navigation  of  the  Don  and  Dn.per. — Attempts  of  the  Rujfians  to 
profecute  the  Commerce  through  the  Dardanelles^  to  the  Mediterranean, — Precarious  State 
of  that  Trade, 

PETER  the  Great  firft  attempted  to  open  a  commerce  through  the  Euxine,  and  to 
export,  by  that  channel,  the  produdions  of  Southern  Ruffia.  By  his  victories  over 
the  Turks,  the  poffeffion  of  Azof,  and  the  conftruclion  of  Taganroc,  he  feemed  on 
the  eve  of  realizing  this  favourite  projefl: ;  but  all  his  vaft  fchemes  were  baffled  by  the 
unfuccefsfu!  campaign  of  1711,  wliich  terminated  in  the  peace  of  Pruth  :  a  peace  pur- 
chafed  by  the  ceffion  of  Azof  and  Taganroc,  and  by  relinquiffiing  the  commerce  of 
the  Euxine.  Since  that  period  the  Turks  have  jealoufly  excluded  the  Ruffians  from  all 
fliare  in  the  navigation  of  their  feas,  until  Catherine  finiffied  a  fuccefsful  war  againfl;  the 
Porte  by  the  glorious  peace  of  1774.     By  this  peace  Ruffia  obtained  a  free  navigation 

*   S.  R.  G.  vi!.  p.  7.  t   Rytflcof  Orenb.  Top.  vol.  i.  p.  263. 

±  This  gold-duft  ii  found  in  the  fandof  the  rivers  of  Biicharia.  This  was  the  principal  inducement  to 
the  firft  expeditions  of  the  Eiiglifh  merchants  over  the  Cafpian  into  Bucharia,  which  are  related  in  Hack- 
luyt's  Collc(Stion.  Peter  the  Great  fent  feveral  Ruffian  merchants  into  the  country  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
See  S    R.  G.  iv.  p.  183,  &c.      Rytlkof,  vol  i.  p.  263.      Ruffia  Iliuftrata,  vol.  ii.  p.  141. 

5  Pallas  Rcife,  vol.  i.  p.  232,  &c.  The  (heep  and  horfes  are  brought  for  fale  by  the  Kighees  Tartars. 
Pallas  fays,  that  above  fixty  ihoufand   ftieep,  and  ten   thoufand   horfes,  are   jnearly  fold   at   Orenburgh, 

p.  234. 

II  See  an  account  of  the  tranfaftions  and  commerce  between  Ruffia  and  China,  in  Ruffiaa  Difcoveries, 
Eookiii.  chap.  ii. — y. 
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in  all  theTurkifh  feas,  a  right  of  paffing  through  the  Dardanelles,  all  the  commercial 
immimities  granted  to  the  mod:  favoured  nations  in  amity  with  the  Porte,  thj  towns  of 
Azof  and_  Taganroc,  the  three  fortrelfes  of  Kiaburn,  Kertrti,  and  Yenibile,  and  a 
large  diftrict  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnieper. 

Many  fpeculations   have  been  made  concerning  the  extent  and  value  of  the  traffic 
vhich  RufTia  is  likely  to  eflablifh  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  revolution  which  it  may 
cffed  in  the  commerce  of  Europe,  by  transferring  part  of  the  Baltic  trade  to  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean.     In   confequence  of  this  change,  it  is  afferted,  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces will  find  a  vent  for  their  fuperlluous  produftions;  the  Rullian  veffels  will  open  a 
profitable  trade  with  Crim;  Tartary,  with  the  Auftrian  provinces  at  Kilia-Nova,  with  the 
Turks  at  Conftantinople,  and  with  the  Greeks  in  the  Levant.      The  iron   of  Siberia, 
the  corn,  hemp,  and  flax  of  the  Ukraine,  and  the  contiguous   provinces,  witill  be  fent 
from  the  havens  of  the  Black  Sea,  through  the  Dardanelles,  to  fupply  the  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean  ;  and  thus  France  and   Spain  will   be  furniflied  with  naval  flores  by  a 
cheaper  and   more  expeditious  navigation  than  through   the  Baltic   and  the  Northern 
Ocean.     As  the  cofnple;ion  of  this  great  and  extenfive  projefl  can  only  be  the  work  of 
time,  and  depends  on  a  variety  of  contingencies,  we  cannot  pretend  to  form  any  abfolute 
decifion  on  the  probability   of  its  failure  or  fuccefs;  but  a  coniiderable  light  may  be 
thrown  on  this  intricate  fubjeft  by  an  attention  to  the  following  obje£ls  of  inquiry  *. 

I.  The  traffic  on  the  Turkilh  Seas  before  the  peace,  with  an  account  of  their  havens 
and  exports.  II.  The  ports  and  territory  ceded  to  Ruffia,  and  the  new  towns  con- 
ftrufted  by  the  Emprefs.  III.  The  produftions  of  the  fouihern  provinces,  and  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Don  and  Dnieper.  IV.  Theprogrefs  hitherto  made  by  the  Ruflians  to 
eflablifh  an  intercourfe  between  the  Black  Sea,  through  the  Dardanelles,  with  the  ports 
of  the  Mediterranean. 

I.  The  traffic  on  the  Turkifh  Seas  before  the  peace  of  1774,  was  chiefly  carried  on  by 
the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Turks ;  and  the  Ruffians  polfefled  no  port,  either  on  the 
Sea  of  Azof  or  the  Euxine  ;  Tcherkafk,  capital  of  the  Don  Colfacs,  was  the  olace  where 
the  productions  of  this  empire  and  Turkey  were  reciprocally  exchanged.  The  Greek 
and  Armenian  merchants  failed  to  Taganroc,  where  they  performed  quarantine,  and  thea 
proceeded  with  their  merchandize  to  Tcherkafk  ;  having  firft  paid  the  duty  at  Temernik 
a  fmall  village  on  the  Don,  now  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Dmitri.  Tcherkafk  was  alfo  the 
emporium  of  an  inland  commerce  with  the  merchants  of  Kuban  and  Crim  Tartary. 
The  imports  were  chiefly  Greek  wines,  raifins,  dried  figs,  almonds,  oil,  rice,  faffron, 
painted  linens  and  cottons ;  the  exports,  hides  and  leather,  coarfe  linen,  hard- ware, 
and  caviare  t,  &c.  The  Greek  and  Armenian  merchants,  in  returning  to  Conftanti- 
nople, fupplied  the  ports  of  the  Sea  of  Azof  and  the  Euxine  with  Ruffian  and  European 
commodities. 

In  order  to  form  a  general  idea  of  the  traffic  in  the  Turkifh  Seas,  we  mufl  take  a 
curfory  view  of  their  havens,  imports  and  exports. 

Among  the  harbours  o  the  Black  Sea  retorted  to  by  the  Greek  and  Armenian  mer- 
chants, the  mofl  frequented  were  thofe  of  Crim  Tartary,  now  called  Taurida  ;  namely, 
Yenikale,  one  of  the  fortreffes  lately  ceded  to  Ruffia,  Balaklava,  Koflof,  and  Caffa, 
now  Theodofia,  which  merits  a  particular  defcription.  Caffa  and  the  w  hole  peninfula, 
which  were  before  under  the  dominion  of  a  khan,  who  was  avafTal  to  the  Turks,  were, 

*   In   this  enquiry  I   liave  principally  followed   Guldendaedt's  EfTay  Von    der  Haftn  am  Azowfchen 
Schwartzen  aftd  WeifTen  Mecre    in  joiirn.  St    Pet    for  1776. 
f  See  Tarif  of  the  Imported  ^nd  Exported  Wares.     Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  xi.  p.  373. 
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by  an  article  in  the  late  peace,  declared  independent,  and  fubjefi:  to  a  khan,  eleded  by 
the  natives,  though  confirmed  both  by  the  Emprefs  and  Grand-Signor.  It  was  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Crimea;  and  the  Tartars  diftinguiflied  it  by  the  name  of  Half-Conftantino- 
ple  *.  The  bay  is  capable  of  containing  feveral  hundred  merchant  fliips ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  the  richeft,  and  drive  the  moft  extenfive  trade  in  the  Black  Sea.  The  pro- 
dudions  of  Crim  Tartary,  exported  from  Caiia  and  the  other  havens  of  the  peninfula, 
confift  chiefly  in  corn,  wine,  wool,  fine  black  and  grey  lamb-fldns,  and  fait.  The  im- 
ports are  fine  and  coarfe  linens,  printed  cottons,  nankeen.  Ruffian  leather,  fine  cloths, 
velvets,  taffeties,  furs,  ropes,  paper,  falted  filh,  and  caviare,  tobacco  leaves,  copper 
and  tin,  hard-ware,  gold  and  filver  thread,  beads  and  corals,  earthen  wares,  a  coarfe 
fort  of  porcelain,  and  glafs-waret..  &c.  &c. 

The  port  of  Taman  lies  oppofite  to  Yenikale,  at  the  extremity  of  the  flraits  of 
Caffa,  on  a  fniall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  a  river  Kuban :  it  was  fubjefl:  to  the  Khan  of 
Crim  Tartary,  and  traffics  with  the  Circaffians  from  Mount  Caucafus,  the  CofTacs  dwel- 
linp  near  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Kuban,  and  the  Tartars  inhabiting  the  defert  be- 
tween the  Kuban  and  the  Don.  The  exports  are  honey,  wax,  fait,  wool,  fox-fkins, 
martens,  fliecp,  Sec. ;  the  imports  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  at  Caffa. 

■  The  ports  of  the  Eaftern  and  Southern  coalls  of  the  Black  Sea  are  fituated  in  the 
Turkifli  provinces  of  Mingrelia,  Georgia,  and  Anatolia:  the  principal  are,  i.  Poti, 
where  the  merchants  of  Georgia  refort ;  2.  Trebizond  ;  3.  Cherfon,  which  is  diftant 
only  fixty  miles  from  Tokat,  at  which  town  the  caravans  from  Perfia  aflemble  and  fe- 
parate,  in  order  to  proceed  by  different  routes  to  Smyrna  and  Conftantinople.  Sinope, 
the  neareft  port  upon  the  Black  Sea  to  Angora,  is  the  only  place  hitherto  known  that 
fupplies  the  fine  goats-hair,  generally  called  camels-hair,  from  which  the  befl  camlets 
are  manufaclured,  that  equal  if  not  furpafs  thofe  of  Bruffels.  The  hair  fpun  into  yarn, 
is  chiefly  purchafed  at  Tokat  by  the  merchants  of  the  caravans  in  their  way  to  Smyrna, 
from  W'hich  port  Europe  is  moftly  fupplied  with  this  commodity.  The  Greek  and  Ar- 
menian merchants  draw  from  thefe  parts  honey,  wax,  fox-ikins,  martens,  and  fheep, 
raw  and  manufaftured  filk,  both  Perfian  and  Turkifli,  cotton,  callicoes,  rice,  faffron, 
dried  fruit,  &c.  They  are  fupplied  in  return  with  Rulfian  and  other  European  produc- 
tions. 4.  Tios  or  Tilios,  where  the  Turks  have  a  dock  for  repairing  ihips,  and  at 
which  place  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  and  other  naval  ftores,  are  advantageoufly  dif- 
pofed  of. 

The  ports  on  the  Weftern  (hore  of  the  Black  Sea,  befide  Kinburn,  are  Varna  in 
Bulgaria,  which  is  diftant  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Adrianople ;  Kilia-Nova,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Danube  in  Wallachia ;  and  Akkemien,  on  the  mouth  of  the  Dnief- 
ter,  in  Beffarabia,  fixty  miles  from  Bender.  Thefe  ports  furnifh  wool,  dried  fruits, 
Hungarian  and  Moldavian  wines,  buffalo  fkins,  &;c.  The  traffic  to  Varna  and  Akker- 
men  might  be  confiderably  increafed  by  forming  a  more  regular  communication  jwith 
Adrianople  and  Bender ;  and  that  of  Kilia-Nova  might  be  rendered  highly  important, 
by  vending  the  produdtions  of  Auflria  and  Hungary,  if  the  navigation  of  the  Danube 
was  not  obftrufted  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Turks.  The  imports  confifl:  in  European 
and  Ruffian  productions,  for  the  moft  part  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Caffa. 

*  Nenneii  folche  di  Tartary  imr^ar/m  iSVwmiu/.  Kleeman's  Rcifc  von  Wien  nach  Conflantinopel.  See 
a  curious  account  of  Caffa,  in  that  work.  The  author  obferved  there  feveral  ruins  of  the  buildings  which 
the  Gcnoefe  conftrufttd  when  Caffa  war  in  their  poffclTion,  particularly  the  remains  of  the  ancient  citadel, 
of  chlirches,  of  angels  and  faints  grofsly  cawed  on  ftone,  and  feveral  Latin  infcriptions,  p.  168,  &c.  He 
defcribes  Ciim  Tartary  as  a  very  fruitful  country. 

f  Guldenftaedt,  p.  12 — 14. 
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ConHiantinopIe  and  Gallipoli  are  the  principal  havens  in  the  fca  of  Marmora.  The 
Ruffian  imports  are  furs  and  fkins,  leather,  fail-cloth,  cordage,  anchors,  tar  and  pitch, 
fteel  and  iron,  fait  fifli,  caviare,  butter,  fea-hor(e  teeth,  wax,  tea,  mulk,  caftor-oil,  co- 
Jours,  paper,  coarfe  cloth,  linen,  and  corn  :  the  exports  to  Ruffia  are  raw  and  inanii- 
faftured  filk  and  cotton,  muflins,  rich  Turkifli  ftull's,  and  carpets,  wool  and  Angora- 
goats-hair,  Grecian  wines,  oil,  all  kinds  of  European  and  Afiatic  fruit,  lemons  and 
oranges,  tobacco  and  fnuffs,  fpices,  faftron,  opium,  and  other  fpecies  of  drugs,  pearls 
and  precious  itones,  gold  and  filver*,  &c. 

II.  The  ports  and  territory  ceded  to  Ruflla^  and  the  new  towns  fince  conflrufted  bv 
theEmprefs.  The  ceded  places  are,  1.  The  dillritl  on  the  Sea  of  Azof ;  2.  Kcrtfcti 
and  Yenikale,  in  Crim  Tartary;  j.  The  fortrefs  of  Kinburn ;  4.  The  territory  be- 
tween the  Dnieper  and  the  Bog. 

I.  The  diilrift  bordering  on  the  Sea  of  Azof  comprifes,  bcfide  a  large  trait  of  ter- 
ritory to  the  eaft  and  weft  of  Azof,  the  fortrefles  of  Azof,  I'aganroc,  and  Petrofik. 
Azof  is  no  longer  of  the  fame  importance  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great ; 
the  branch  of  the  Don,  on  which  it  ftands,  being  now  fo  choaked  with  fand  asfcarceiy  to 
admit  the  fmalleft  veffels.  The  merchandife  therefore  is  ufually  depofited  at  Tarranroc 
or  Petrofik ;  and  the  frigates  and  merchant-fliips,  which  were  formerly  conftruftcd  at 
Azof,  are  now  built  either  at  St.  Dmitri  or  Roftof,  and  pafs  down  the  Don  into  the  Sea 
of  Azof  through  another  bi-anch  of  that  river.  As  the  harbour  of  Taganroc  contains 
upon  an  average,  only  feven  feet  of  water,  the  veffels  muft  draw  no  more  than  five  or 
fix  feet ;  the  town  has  been  rendered  commodious  by  the  conftruftion  of  feveral  ware- 
houfes  and  other  buildings  during  the  late  war ;  and  is  efteemed  for  the  falubrity  of 
the  air.  The  fortrefs  of  Petroffk,  which  (lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Broda,  and  com- 
mands the  Turkifli  frontiers,  was  alfo  erefted  during  the  late  war.  It  is  advantageouflv 
fituated,  as  forming  a  dirett  communication  with  the  havens  of  Crim  Tartary,  and 
might  eafily  be  rendered  more  fecure  than  that  of  Taganroc,  from  the  fuperior  depth 
of  water.  By  the  poffeffionof  thefe  fortreffes,  the  navigation  of  the  Sea  of  Azof  is 
perfectly  fecured.  The  frontiers  of  this  ceded  territory,  to  the  weft  of  that  fea,  are 
guarded  by  a  chain  of  fmall  forts,  extending  from  Petrofik  to  the  Dnieper. 

2.  The  fortreffes  of  Kertlch  and  Yenikale,  fituated  on  the  eaftern  coafis  of  Crim 
Tartary,  and  near  the  northern  entrance  of  the  ftraits  of  Caffa,  are  of  the  greateft 
importance,  by  commanding  the  paffage  which  forms  the  communication  between  the 
Sea  of  Azof  and  the  Euxine. 

3.  Kinburn  is  the  only  port  poffeffed  by  the  Ruflians  on  the  coafts  of  the  Black  Sea  ; 
it  ftandsclofeto  the  frontiers,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  oppofite  the  Turkilh  for- 
trefs Otchakof,  which  being  a  place  of  fuperior  ftrength,  mult,  while  it  continues  in 
the  hands  of  the  Turks,  obftruct,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  the  navigation  of  the  Dnieper. 
Kinburn  was  intended  for  the  principal  repofitory  of  the  merchandize  fent  from  the 
provinces  bordering  on  the  Dnieper;  but  as  the  harbour,  on  account  of  its  quickfand, 
affords  no  fecurity  for  anchorage,  the  new  town  of  Kherfon  is  at  prefeat  the  great  em- 
porium  of  this  trade. 

4.  The  poffeffion  of  the  territory  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnieper  opens  a  fecure 
communication  between  the  Black  Sea,  and  thofe  rich  and  extenfive  provinces  watered 
by  the  Dnieper.  This  important  territory,  fo  effential  to  the  exiftencc  of  the  new 
commerce,  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  hordes  of  roving  Tartars  ;  and  by  the  Zaporogian 
Coffacs,  who  by  their  piracies  rendered  the  navigation  of  the  Dnieper  extremely  hazar- 

f  Guldeiiftaedt,  p.  21—25. 
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dous.  The  origin  of  thefe  Coffacs  is  thus  traced  by  the  Rufl'ian  hiflorlans.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  15th  century,  a  tribe  of  the  Coffacs,  of  the  Ukraine,  who  inhabited 
the  territory  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnieper,  were  known  under  the  denomination 
of  Zaporogian  *,  from  the  fituation  of  their  fetchaf,  or  principal  fettlement  near  the 
cataracls  of  the  Dnieper. 

This  fetcha  was  a  fortrefs  furrounded  with  a  wooden  wall,  and  at  firft  merely  intended 
as  a  place  of  affembly,  to  deliberate  on  the  method  of  carrying  on  their  cuilomary 
depredations,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  elefling  a  chief.  By  degrees  it  was  filled  with  ha- 
bitations,  and  afterwards  appropriated  to  a  feparate  community  of  perfons ;  who  de- 
voted themfelves  folely  to  arms,  and  totally  excluded  all  women  from  the  precinft  of 
their  military  refidence.  The  inhabitants  were  divided  into  claffes ;  each  of  which 
eleftedits  refpeftive  leader,  and  were  all  under  thejurifdidion  of  a  hetman  or  fupreme 
chief,  chofen  by  the  whole  fociety. 

Thefe  Zaporogian  Coffacs  became  fo  diftinguiflied  for  their  bravery  and  fkill  in  deful- 
tory  war,  that  perfons  flocked  from  dilfant  regions  to  this  fociety  of  warriors.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  fetcha  were  not  obliged  to  continue  in  it  for  any  fettled  term  ;  being 
only  bound,  while  they  remained,  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  regulations  and  difci- 
pline  of  their  affociates  ;  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  marry,  quitted  the  fetcha,  but  were 
permitted  to  fettle  in  the  neighbouring  diftricl,  with  the  privilege  of  re-admiffion,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  attended  with  the'  wives  and  families,  whom  they  were  allowed 
occafionally  to  vifit.  The  Zaporogians  increafed  their  numbers  by  affording  an  afyluni 
to  defertersj,  and  by  forcing  and  enticing  youths  and  children  from  the  Ukraine  and 
Poland,  whom  they  trained  to  a  military  life,  and  admitted  into  their  community. 
The  place  of  their  refidence  was  occafionally  varied  ;  when  their  numbers  increafed,  or 
when  the  hordes  wandered  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  each  other,  different  parties 
ereded  and  occupied  diltintt  fetchas.  The  firll  fetcha  of  this  extraordinary  fociety 
feems  to  have  been  fituated  on  an  ifland  of  the  Dnieper  below  the  cataracts ;  the  lalt 
which  they  inhabited,  at  the  abolition  of  their  government,  and  which  at  that  period 
■was  the  only  one  theypoffeffed,  flood  near  the  rivulet  Bufulak,  at  the  point  where  it 
falls  into  theT)nieper,  in  the  government  of  Kiof  §. 

The  members  of  this  community  being  colledled  from  various  nations,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  conftitution  perpetually  changing,  their  number  could  never  be  exaftly 
afcertained  :  Manftein  relates,  that  in  the  war  in  which  he  ferved  againfl  the  Turks, 
they  brought  eight  thoufand  horfe  into  the  field,  and  on  an  emergency  could  have  raifed 
twelve  thoufand  or  fifteen  thoufand.  They  frequently  performed  incredible  feats  of 
valour  in  the  campaigns  of  the  Ruffians  againfl  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  nor  were  their 
fervices  confined  folely  to  land :  by  their  fliill  in  navigating  the  Dnieper,  they  occafion- 
ally defended  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  attacked  with  fuccefs  the  armed  veffels  on  the 
contiguous  coafls  of  the  Black  Sea.  But  while  they  were  thus  terrible  to  their  enemies, 
they  were  fcarcely  lefs  formidable  to  their  allies.  Nominally  dependant  on  the  hetman 
of  the  Ukraine,  they  were  claffed  among  the  fubjeds  of  the  Ruffian  empire;  but  the 
peculiarity  of  their  manners,  their  feparation  from  all  other  fociety,  their  popular  form 
of  government,  together  with  their  warlike  difpofition,  rendered  them  a  barbarous  and 

•   Porogi  fignifies  catarafts. 

•)•  Setclia  means  any  place  furrounded  with  a  wall,  or  fortification,  feparated  from  the  neighbouring  dif- 
tria      S.  R.  G.  iv.  p.  414. 

t   S.  R.  G.  iv.  p.  ^41. 

^  M  MuUer  has  accurately  and  circumflantially  defcribed  the  fetcha  of  the  Zaporogian  Coffacs,  f.-om 
v/hich  account  I  have  fekftcd  ihis  (hort  extraft.     S.  R.  G.  iv.  p.  41 1 — 472. 
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unruly  banditti.  Accuftomed  to  live  by  rapine  and  devaflation,  they  pillaged  the  Ruf- 
fian merchants  who  puffed  through  their  country,  and  interrupted  the  navigation  of  the 
Dnieper  by  continual  piracies  '. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Turkifli  war  in  1 774,  the  Ruffian  government  feized 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  deftroy  their  fetcha,  and  difperfe  theuihabitants.  General 
Belmain  marched  from  the  Turkish  frontiers  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoui'and  regulars, 
and  encamped  about  eighteen  verlts  from  the  fetcha  ;  taking  his  departure  before  mid- 
night,  he  made  a  forced  march,  and  furrounding  it  at  lour  in  the  morning,  compelled 
the  inhabitants  to  furrender.  He  found  forty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  finall  arms  and  ammunition.  By  this  falutai-y  ail  of  power,  Ruffia  has  fecured  the 
merchants  from  the  dread  of  perpetual  depreuations,  and  put  an  end  to  the  fyftera  of 
piracy. 

III.  The  Ruffian  countries  which  are  molt  interefted  in  this  commerce,  are  thofe  con- 
tiguous to  the  Dnieper  and  Don :  or  the  provinces  of  Smoleniko,  IVlohilef,  Ukraine, 
New  Ruffia,  Bielgorod,  Voronetz,  Ukraina  Slobodlkaia,  and  i*iZof ;  a  large  tract  of 
territory  which  furnilhes  in  great  abundance  every  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp,  flax,  hides, 
malts,  planks,  honey,  wax,  tobacco,  &c. 

In  theie  ceded  diUrifts  the  Emprefs  has  already  raifed  feveral  new  towns ;  the  principal 
are  Kherfon,  Catharinenfiaf,  and  Marianopoli. 

Kherfon  f,  filuated  on  the  Dnieper,  about  ten  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Ingulec,  is 
chiefly  built  with  hewn  ftone.  It  is  intended  to  be  the  principal  mart  for  all  the  com- 
modities of  export  and  import ;  but  if  an  extenfive  trade  ff.ould  take  place  in  this  quar- 
ter, the  great  depofitory  for  the  merchandize  will  be  more  conveniently  fixed  on  fome 
fpot  below  the  bar  of  the  Dnieper,  and  twelve  miles  fouth  of  Kherfon.  It  contains  a 
dock  I  for  the  conftrudion  of  large  veffels,  from  which  feveral  men  of  war  and  frigates, 
as  well  as  merchant  fliips,  have  been  already  launched.  Catharinenfiaf,  or  the  Glory 
of  Catharine,  is  built  near  the  fpot  where  the  fmall  river  Kiltzin  falls  into  the  Samara, 
and  is  appointed  to  be  the  capital  of  the  government  of  Azof;  it  is  colonized  by  many 
Greeks  and  Armenians  from  Crim  Tartary,  and  by  others  who  ferved  in  the  late  war 
againft  the  Turks.  Another  town,  called  Marianopoli,  has  been  alfo  raifed  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Sea  of  Azof,  between  the  rivers  Myusand  Calmius,  Thefe  three  towns,  as 
well  as  the  numerous  villages  which  have  fuddenly  reared  their  heads  in  a  country  for- 
merly inhabited  only  by  lawlefs  banditti,  or  traverfed  by  roving  hordes,  are  filled  with 
Ruflians,  with  Tartars  reclaimed  from  their  wandering  life,  and  with  numerous  colonilts, 
particularly  Greeks  and  Armenians,  who  migrated  from  the  adjacent  provinces  of  the 
Turkilh  empire. 

The  navigation  of  the  Don  and  the  Dnieper,  which  form  the  communication  between 
thofe  provinces  and  the  Turkilh  Seas,  remains  to  be  confidered. 

The  Don  §  takes  its  rife  from  the  fmall  lake  of  St.  John,  near  Tula,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Mofcow,  and  paffing  through  part  of  the  province  of  Voronetz,  a  fmall  portion 
of  the  Ukraina-Slobodlkaia,  and  the  whole  province  of  Azof,  divides  itfelf  near  Tcher. 

*  The  boats  of  thefe  Zaporogian  CofTacs  were  rowed  by  fifty  or  fisty  men,  had  no  fail,  and  generally 
carried  two  fmall  cannon       S.  K.  G.  ix.  p   5. 

■f  Kherfon  is  celtbiated  as  the  plate  wlierc  the  Emprefs  Catherine  principally  refided  during  her  memo- 
rable journey  to  the  Crimea,  wli^n  (he  rook  pofTcflion  of  the  provinces  conquered  from  Turkey,  and  where 
(he  was  vifited  by  the  Emperor  Jofeph  II. 

I  A  new  town,  Nicoiuiof,  iiuw  the  principal  dock,  was  built  by  Potemkin,  on  the  confluence  of  the 
Ingul  and  the  Bog. 

§  S.  R.  G.  ix.  p.  II,  12. 
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kaflc  into  three  ftreams,  and  falls  into  the  Sea  of  Azof.  The  river  has  fo  many  wind- 
ings, and  abounds  with  fuch  numerous  (hoals  and  fand-banks,  as  to  be  fcarcely  navigable 
excepting  in  the  fpring,  on  the  melting  of  the  fnows.  The  banks  of  the  Don,  and  of 
the  rivulets  which  fall  into  it,  are  clothed  with  large  trafts  of  forefl:,  whofe  timber  is 
.  iloated  down  the  flream  to  St.  Dmitri  and  Roftof,  where  the  frigates  for  the  Sea  of 
Azof  are  chiefly  conftruded.  The  navigation  of  the  Don  may  hereafter  be  rendered 
highly  valuable,  by  conveying  to  the  Black  Sea  the  iron  of  Siberia,  the  Chinefe  goods, 
and  the  Perfian  merchandize,  which  latter  commodities,  as  well  as  the  produQs  of  In- 
dia, formerly  found  their  way  into  Europe  through  this  fame  channel  *. 

Since  the  acquifition  of  Ruffian  Lithuania,  the  ceffion  of  the  dilfrifl:  between  the  Don 
and  the  Dnieper,  and  the  difperfion  of  the  Zaporogian  CofTacs,  the  Dnieper,  from  its 
fource  to  its  mouth,  now  flows  through  the  Ruffian  dominions  ;  and  tnrough  this  whole 
courfe,  of  above  eight  hundred  miles,  the  navigation  is  only  once  interrupted  by  a  ferics 
of  catarafts  f,  which  begin  below  the  mouth  of  the  Samara,  and  continue  for  a  fpace  of 
forty  miles.  They  are  not,  however,  fo  dangerous  as  they  have  been  reprefented  ;  for 
they  may  be  paffed  in  fpring,  without  much  hazard,  even  by  loaded  barks.  In  other 
parts  of  the  year  the  goods  are  landed  at  Kenienlk,  oppofite  the  mouth  of  the  Samara, 
and  tranfported  forty  miles  by  land  to  Kitchkafe,  about  fix  miles  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Alexandrovflc,  where  they  are  again  embarked,  and  defcend  the  fl:ream  without  inter- 
ruption, to  Kherfon  |.  If  the  trade  fhould  increafe,  the  catarads  might,  at  a  confider- 
able  expence,  be  rendered  navigable  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 

IV.  The  progrefs  hitherto  made  by  the  Ruffians  to  eftablifli  an  intercourfe  between 
the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  thofe  of  the  IVlediterranean. 

To  encourage  her  fubjefts  to  engage  in  this  branch  of  traffic,  the  Emprefs  has  leflened 
the  duties  of  import  and  export  §,  and  contributed  towards  forming  a  Ruffian  houfe,  or 
company  trading  to  the  Black  Sea.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  1774,  four  merchant-fhips 
failed  from  Peterfburgh,  and  not,  as  might  have  been  expedled,  from  the  ports  of  the 
Black  Sea  :  they  were  laden  with  iron,  flax,  hemp,,  hides,  fail-cloth,  and  coarfe  linen,  at 
the  fole  expence  of  the  Emprefs,  who  granted  to  the  company  all  the  profits  arifing 
from  the  fale  of  the  cargoes.  This  plan,  however,  was  not  attended  with  the  fuccefs  it 
feemed  to  promife  ;  and  the  failure  arofe  from  the  jealoufy  of  the  Turks.  The  ffiips 
were,  under  fpecious  pretences,  prevented  from  paffing  the  Dardanelles  ;  the  cargoes 
were  fold  in  the  Levant  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  they  returned  to  the  Baltic  without 
effecting  the  main  obje(fl:  of  the  voyage.  B^efore  the  Ruffians  could  make  any  further 
attempts  to  open  this  channel  of  commerce,  dilfentions  took  place  between  the  Emprefs 
and  the  Porte,  concerning  the  independence  of  the  Crimea,  and  the  free  election  of  a. 
khan,  which  threatened  an  immediate  vrar,  and  fufpended  all  commercial  exertions  in 
regard  to  the  Black  Sea,  until  a  new  pacification  was  concluded  on  the  21  ft  of  March 
.1779. 

Since  that  period,  befide  feveral  Greek  veflels,  which  failed  from  the  Sea  of  Asrof 
and  the  Euxine,  under  Ruffian  colours,  and  were  allowed  to  pafs  the  Dardanelles,  a 
Ruffian  ffiip,  manned  with  feamen  in  the  fervice  of  gevernment,  and  laden  with  filled 
beef,  took  its  departure,  in  1780,  from  Kherfon  to  the  port  of  Toulon ;  and  foon  after- 

*  The  iron  of  Siberia,  and  the  merchandize  of  China,  are  fometimes  fent  by  an  inland  navigation  to  the 
Vol^a  ;  the  Peifin  commodiHes  are  conveyed  acrofs  the  Gafpian  to  the  fame  river ;  from  thence  thty 
oiigiu  be  tranfporled  by  a  land  carriage  of  only  forty  miles  to  the  Don. 

-f   Mulkr  has  dcfcribed  thcfe  cataradts.      S.  R.  G.  iv.  p.  41 1. 

i  Mulkr.     S.  11   G    ix.  p.  ifi   ;  and  Gludenftaedt. 

§  See  a  lift  of  the  duties  of  export  and  import,  in  £uf.  Hift.  Mag.  xl.  p.  373. 
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wards  five  others,  freighted  with  iron,  made  fuccefsful  vqyages  to  the  Archipelago  j  alfo 
four  fmall  vcffels,  and  a  fifth  of  four  hundred  tons  jufl:  launched,  laden  with  hemp  and 
tobacco,  were  expeded  to  fail  from  Kherfon  for  France,  in  November  1781. 

Such,  in  1781,  was  the  infant  ftate  of  that  commerce,  which  fonie  authors  have  de^ 
fcribed  as  capable  of  producing  an  immediate  revolution  in  the  trade  of  Europe*  :  and 
in  this,  or  in  a  fl;i:l  more  fliicluating  flate,  it  will  probably  continue,  as  long  as  the  Turks 
retain  the  dominion  of  their  own  feas.  For  that  jealous  people  will  either  openly  oppofe, 
or  clandeflinely  obftruG,  the  progrefs  of  the  lUiflians,  and  will  never  readily  give  a  free 
paffage  through  the  Dardanelles  to  a  powerful  rival,  though  they  confcnted  to  it  in  the 
humiliating  peace  of  1774.  Perhaps  thefe  claims,  urged  on  one  fide,  and  evaded  on 
the  other,  will  engender  perpetual  diffentions,  and  will  not  be  finally  terminated  but  by 
a  feries  of  obftinate  and  bloody  wars.  Meanwhile  the  trade  cannot  for  a  confiderablo 
period  be  extcnfive,  v>  hich  depends  on  fuch  cafual  circumflances  as  the  coalition  and. 
rupture  of  rival  and  neighbouring  powers. 

The  courfe  of  fubfequent  events  can  alone  difcovcr,  whether  the  pacification,  figned 
on  the  9th  of  January  1784,  will_be  more  permanent  than  former  treaties,  or  wheUicr 
the  fame  caufes  will  not  continue  to  produce  the  fame  eftefts.  In  a  word,  the  Rufliaa 
commerce  in  thofe  parts  can  fcarcely  be  eflabliflied  on  a  firm  bafis,  until  the  t'mprefs 
acquires  a  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea  fuperior  to  that  of  her  rival.  Perhaps  the  completion 
of  this  great  objeft  may  be  effeft^d  by  the  acquifition  of  Crim  Tartary  t  and  the  Ku- 
ban, rendered  highly  valuable  by  an  additional  extent  of  fea-coaft,  and  the  important 
harbour  of  Aftiar  or  SebaRopol. 

*  Many  perfons  nre  of  opinion,  that  the  obflacles  to  the  rifing  commerce  of  the  Black  Sea  are  hy  no 
means  irjnrious  to  the  interefts  of  Ruffia.  For  her  commodities  and  produftions  being  articles  of  lUcc/liiy, 
not  of  hiMiry,  no  facility  given  to  their  exportation  could  add  to  their  general  confumptjon  ;  and  the  in- 
creafe  oi  exportation  from  the  Black  Sea  would  diniiniili  that  from  St.  Pttcrfourgh,  and  the  other  ports  of 
the  Baltic  neaily  in  the  fame  proportion.  By  the  facility  and  cheapnefs  of  land  carriage,  and  the  improve- 
ments of  iidand  navigation,  the  prodnftions  of  the  remotell  provinces  are  readily  fent  to  the  pnrcs  of  the 
Baltic,  without  raifing  the  price  too  high.  And  as  the  goods  which  Ruflia  produces  are  either  peculiar  to 
this  empire,  or  fnch  as  other  nations  muft  purchafe,  they  cannot  pafs  through  too  many  hands  before  tliey 
are  exported  To  diininifh,  iheiefore,  by  facilitating  their  expoitatiun,  the  price  of  fuch  goods  which  (lii: 
already  fells  cheaper  ihan  other  nations,  would  be  to  incur  a  manifcil  lols,  and  to  gratify  the  foreign  trader 
at  her  own  expence. 

f  The  Crimea,  which  had  long  been  an  objeft  of  Ruffian  ambition,  was  fecurcd  by  the  intrigues  and 
arms  of  Catharine. 

The  requifition  of  Azof,  Taganroc,  the  dIftriA  between  the  Don  and  the  Dnieper  ;  and  the  forts  qf 
Kimburn,  Keifh.  and  Yenikale.  was  the  prelude  to  the  conqueft  of  that  peninfula.  Catharine  availed  her- 
felf  of  the  article  in  the  peace  of  Kaimagdi,  which  llipulated  that  the  Klian  Ihould  be  confirmed  by  RufTls 
as  well  as  the  Porte.  By  intrigues  and  money.  Potemkin  obtained  the  cicftion  of  Sehim  Gerai,  a  prince  of 
the  blood  royal,  formerly  ambafiador  from  the  Khan  to  St.  Pettrfburgh,  who  was  gained  over  to  the  interefts 
of  Ruffia. 

In  confequence  of  his  fnbferviency  to  Ruffia,  he  was  oppoftd  by  the  Porte,  and  a  large  body  of  his  fub- 
jefts  in  the  Turkifh  inlereft,  and  commotions  enfued  The  Emprcfs  having  appointed  the  Khan  c.iptain  of 
the  guards,  fent  an  army  to  protcdl  him,  as  her  officer,  againll  the  rebels.  Notwithilandi.ig  the  public  rc- 
monftrances  and  ficret  oppofition  of  the  Porte,  the  Khan  was  no  fooner  fccured  in  his  dignity,  than  he  wh» 
induced  to  abdicate  ;  but  repentiuT  of  this  aft,  he  endeavoured  to  cfcape,  and  put  liimfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  fubjetl-,  who  were  difTatisfied  with  the  Ruffians,  and  offered  to  fnpport  him  as  their  fovercign.  His 
intentions  being  difcovered  he  was  fent  to  Tamer,  from  ihence  to  Kiof,  and  finally  to  Voronet/,  where  he 
received  a  temporary  penfion  from  the  Emprefs.  Irritated  by  repeated  degradations,  he  efcapcd  into 
Moldavia,  where  he  was  feized  by  emiffaries  from  the  Porte,  transferred  to  the  Ifle  of  Rhodes,  and 
ftranglcd. 

Catharine  having  gained  the  concurrence  of  Jofcph  the  Second,  and  made  the  moll  formidable  prepara- 
tions  both  by  land  and  fea,  the  Porte  wa:  awed,  "and  rcfigned  the  fovereignty  of  the  Crimea  to  Rufiia. 
Tiie  peninfula  was  modelled  iuto  a  new  goveruraent  under  the  name  of  Taurida,  and  the  principal  town? 

5x2  reccivcH 


8gj  coxe's  travels  in  russia. 


Chap.   XXVIIT. — Mines  of  Rvjfia. — Gold  and  Silver. — Copper  and  Iron. — Average 
Projits  luhich  Government  draws  from  the  Mines ,  Foundries,  and  Duties. 

THE  mines  of  the  Ruffian  empire  may  be  divided  into  tiiofe  which  belong  to  the 
crown  ;  and  thofe  which  are  the  property  of  individuals.  The  former  comprize  all  the 
gold  and  filver,  and  a  few  copper  and  iron  works  : 

1.  The  mod  ancient  gold  mine  in  the  Ruffian  empire  is  that  of  Voetfk,  near  Olonetz, 
between  the  lake  Onega  and  the  White  Sea.  Its  chief  produce  is  a  violet  pyritical  cop- 
per ore,  mixed  with  quartz,  and  containing  rich  pieces  of  gold,  but  not  in  fufficient 
quantity  to  defray  the  charges.  From  1744  to  1676,  the  mine  yielded  o:dy  fifty-fevea 
pounds  of  gold,  and  about  nine  thoufand  pood*  of  copper,  and  as  the  expences  amounted 
to  165O00I.  more  than  the  profits,  it  was  negleded  until  1772,  when  it  was  again  work- 
ed.  Since  that  time  it  has  furniOied  annually  two  hundred  and  fifty  poods  of  copper, 
and  two  or  three  pounds  of  gold-dud,  which  is  walhed  from  the  mine ;  befides  acci- 
dental pieces  that  have  been  fent  to  Peterlburgh  as  fpecimens,  which  may  amount  to  five 
or  fix  pounds  more. 

2.  The  next  gold  mines  difcovered  in  the  empire  were  thofe  near  Catharinenburgh  : 
the  ore  is  very  martial,  commonly  of  a  cubic  form  in  a  quartz  matrix  ;  and  the  gold  is 
extrafted  by  walhing.  The  annual  produce  of  pure  gold  never  exceeded  two  hundred 
pounds,  aad  was  commonly  much  lefs:  in  1772,  it  was  only  one  hundred  and  one 
pounds. 

3.  The  mofl:  important  filver  mines  are  thofe  of  Kolyvan,  between  the  rivers  Oby 
and  Irtifh,  near  the  mountains  which  feparate  Siberia  from  the  Chinefe  empire,  or  rather 
from  the  territory  of  the  Calmucs  dependent  on  the  Chinefe.  Thefe  mines,  difcovered 
in  1728,  by  Akinfi  Nikitich  Demidof,  were  for  fome  years  worked  for  his  own  private 
emolument,  as  copper  mines.  It  is  fufpefted,  that  he  privately  extrafted  the  nobler 
metals,  but  prudently  concealed  the  fecret  until  ■■  744,  when  he  made  the  difcovery  to 
the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  who  appropriated  them  to  the  crown  f-  Thefe  mines,  fituated 
near  Vofkrefenlk,  in  the  Smeyefkaia  Gora,  or  Mountain  of  Serpents,  are  known  by  the 
general  appellation  of  Kolyvan,  from  a  village  on  the  rivulet  Bielaia,  in  the  difiri£t  of 
Kufnetz,  where  the  ore  was  formerly  fmelted.  But  as  the  adjacent  country  is  fcantily 
provided  with  wood,  new  foundries  have  been  conftruded  at  Barnaul,  Novopaulofsk, 
and  Sufunlk,  to  the  north  eaft  of  Kolyvan,  in  a  diftrift  abounding  with  trees  |. 

Thefe  mines,  which  may  juftly  be  ftyled  the  Potofi  of  the  Ruffians  produced  annu- 
ally, between  1749  and  1762,  from  eight  thoufand  to  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  of  filver;. 
between  1763  and  1769,  from  twenty  thoufand  to  32  thoufand;  and  fince  that  period 
to  1778,  from  forty  thoufand  to  forty-eight  thoufand.     The  filver  contains  upwards  of 


received  their  antient  Greek  appellations  :  Caffa  was  called  Theodofia ;  Koflof,  Apotoria ;  and  Aftiar, 
Sebaftopol. 

But  this  humiliating  conduft  on-  the  fide  of  the  Porte,  did  not  prevent  further  demands  from  the  court  of 
St.  Peterfburgh,  which  terminated  in  a  rupture  ;  and  the  Turks  were  happy  to  purchafc  a  peace  in  179 1, 
by  ceding  the  important  fortrefs  and  diftridl  of  Otchakof,  by  which  the  Dnieller  is  now  the  boundary  of 
the  Ruffian  empire. 

*  A  pood  =:  40  Ruflian  or  36  Engliib  pounds.  The  pound  ufed  inthis  chapter  is  the  Rufiian,  which  i». 
to  the  Englifh  as  9  to  10. 

"f  Pallas  Reife,  part  ii.  p.  jSi.    _  %  Ibid.- p.  579. 
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three  per  cent,  of  gold  ;  the  reparation  of  which  is  made  in  the  imperial  laboratory  at 
Peterfburgh.  The  whole  produce  extracted  from  the  mines  amounted,  in  1771,  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  fdver,  with  twelve  thoufand  i'even  hundred  and  twenty 
of  gold  ;  and  fince  1771  we  may  calculate  the  annual  pioduce  at  above  forty-four  thou- 
fand of  filver,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred  of  gold. 

The  mines  and  founderies  of  Kolyvan  employ  nearly  forty  thoufand  colonics  ;  befides 
the  peafants  in  the  dillrifts  of  Tomlk  and  Kufnetz,  who,  in  lieu  of  paying  the  poll-tax 
in  money,  cut  wood,  make  charcoal,  and  t-ranfport  the  ore  to  the  foundries.  The  ex- 
pences,  which  were  formerly  fupplied  from  the  treafury,  and  of  courfe  confiderably 
diminilhed  the  profit,  have,  fince  1765,  been  annihilated,  and  the  whole  produce  of  the 
mines  in  gold  and  filver,  is  clear  profit.  In  the  fame  year  a  mint  was  eftablilhed  at  the 
foundry  of  Sufunfk,  for  the  coinage  of  the  copper  fupplied  from  the  mines  of  Kolyvan, 
the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  hitherto  of  no  ufe.  Pieces  of  one,  two,  five,  and  ten 
copecs  *,  are  ftruck  and  difperfed  over  Siberia.  Of  this  currency,  the  amount  of 
500,000  roubles  are  annually  coined,  which  is  fufficient  for  reimburfing  the  poll-tax, 
paying  the  miners,  tranfporting  the  ore,  purchafing  the  lead  which  mull  be  brought 
from  Nerfiiinik,  and  defraying  the  expence  of  fending  the  gold  and  filver  as  far  as  To- 
bohk.  The  filver  fmelted  in  the  foundries,  is  conveyed  on  large  fledges  twice  a 
year  :  the  firfi  convoy  fets  off  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  and  reaches  Peterfburgh 
a  little  after  Chriftmas  j  the  lecond  in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  arrives  there  towards 
fpring. 

4.  The  filver  mines  of  Nerlhinfk,  which  were  opened  in  1704,  are  fituated  in  Dau- 

ria,  the  fouth  eaflernmoft  part  of  Siberia,  between  the  rivers  Shilka  and  Argoon,  and 

are  very  numerous.     Their  produce  to  the  year  1772  isf ; 
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In  1767  they  yielded  feventeen  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds;  but  the  annual  average 
produce  may  be  eflimated  at  fixteen  thoufand.  The  filver  contains,  in  forty  thoufand 
pounds,  nearly  five  hundred  of  gold.  The  ores  being  generally  rich  in  lead,  and  ex- 
tremely poor  in  filver,  the  latter  is  eafily  extracted.  Many  million  poods  of  lead  remain 
ufelefs  on  the  fpot,  as  only  fourteen  to  eighteen  thoufand  are  annually  required  for  the 
feparation  of  the  filver  from  the  copper  at  the  foundries  of  Kolyvan  >  the  carriage  into 
the  inner  parts  of  the  empire  being  too  expenfive,  and  the  export  to  China  prohibited. 
The  number  of  men  employed  in  thefe  mines  and  foundries  are  about  one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  free  colonifls,  between  one  thoufand  and  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
convids,  and  eleven  thoufand  Ruffian  peafants  of  the  diftridt  of  Nerfhinfk ;  fix  thoufand 
of  the  latter  are  employed  in  cutting  and  carrying  wood,  making  and  tranfporting  char- 

*  A  fnaall  coin  nearly  equal  to  a  halfpenny.  f  Buf.  Erd.— Bef.  vol,  i.  p.  1126. 
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coal ;  while  the  red,  who  live  at  fome  diRance  from  the  mines,  cultivate  a  certa'n  por- 
tion of  ground,  and  bring  in  winter  the  produce  to  the  magazines  of  the  foundries. 
The  annual  expenccs  may  generally  be  rated  at  14,800!. 

5.  Some  mines  yielding  hlver  have  been  lately  difcovercd  in  the  diflridt  of  Krafnoy- 
arlk  near  the  Lena,  between  the  rivers  Yins  and  Yenifei. 

The  gold  of  Catharinenburgh  is  obtained  at  the  rate  of  40  guineas  per  pound  ;  and 
as  when  coined  it  produces  681.  5s.  the  profit  is  not  very  confiderable.  The  filver  and 
gold  from  Kolyvan  is  procured  without  any  expence,  as  I  have  before  mentioned.  A 
pound  of  filver  from  Nerfhinfkis  faid  to  cod  between  4  and  5  roubles  ;  and  as  the  fame 
tjuantity  of  this  metal,  when  coined,  is  equal  to  22  roubles  75!  copecs,  the  gold  ex-^ 
traded  from  this  filver  is  obtained  for  i  il.  8s.  per  pound. 

6.  I'he  crown  poffeffes  at  prcfent  but  very  few  copper  and  iron  works. 

The  iron  works  in  the  north  part  of  the  diflrift  of  Olonetz  produce  annually  between 
eight  and  ten  thoufand  poods  ot  call  iron  for  guns,  bombs,  and  balls,  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand  of  indifferent  iron  in  bars  and  plates.  Thole  of  the  Uraiian  mountains  employ 
above  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  workmen,  and  twenty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred 
peafants  ;  and  yielded,  in  1772,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  poods  of  iron  in  bars  and  plates,  which  were  chiefly  ufed  for  the  army 
and  navy,  that  of  Kamenflc  gave  in  the  fame  year  ninety-three  thoufand  poods  of  iron, 
which  were  forged  into  guns,  and  eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-two  into 
bars. 

Four  copper  foundries  on  the  wefl:  fide  of  the  Uraiian  mountains,  in  the  government 
of  Orenburgh,  and  three  in  Permia,  produced,  in  1-72,  only  thirteen  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  poods.  At  Catharinenburgh  the  crown  has  eltabliflied  a  mint 
for  coining  the  copper  procured  from  the  imperial  and  private  foundries,  into  that  fpe- 
cies  of  money  which  is  current  throughout  Ruffia,  and  is  tranfported  by  water  to  Mof- 
cow,  Peteifburgh,  and  other  parts. 

The  greater  part  of  the  private  mines  and  foundries,  that  fupply  fuch  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  iron  and  copper,  are  moftly  fituated  in  the  Uraiian  mountains,  and  the  hills 
ftrctching  from  them  ;  a  few  in  the  government  of  Mofcow  excepted,  the  produce  of 
which  is  but  fmall. 

The  Uraiian  mountains  contain  one  hundred  and  five  foundries,  fifty-fix  for  iron, 
thirty-feven  for  copper,  and  the  remainder  for  both  metals.  The  peafants,  part  of 
whom  belong  to  the  proprietors,  and  part  to  the  crown,  employed  in  the  nuues  and 
foundries,  amount  to  ninety-five  thoufand.  In  1772  *  thefe  works  yielded  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-nine  poods  of  copper,  and  four  million 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand' feven  hundred  and  eighteen  of  calt  iron.  The 
duty  paid  to  the  crown  from  the  private  proprietors  is  4  copecs,  or  nearly  2d.  for  every 
pood  of  call  iron,  hefide  5  copecs  upon  every  pood  for  exportation.  With  refpeft  to 
the  copper,  the  proprietors  are  obliged  to  fell  three  quarters  of  the  whole  produce  of 
the  mines  to  the  crown  at  Catharinenburgh,  at  the  low  rate  of  il.  2s.  per  poodf-  The 
remainder  they  either  fell  to  the  crown  at  the  fame  place,  at  il.  14s,  per  pood  j  at 
Mofcow,  for  2I.  2S.  j  or  at  Peterlhurgh,  for  2I.  4s. 

*  We  muft  take  this  year  as  the  average  ftandard,  as  being  previous  to  the  rebellion  of  Pugatclief,  who 
dcilroyed  fcveisil  of  the  foundries  ;  but  moll  of  them  have  been  fince  re-cltablilhcd.  , 

■f  By  an  edicl  of  the  Eipprtfs,  dated  July  i,  1780,  thf  proprietors,  inftcad  of  felling  three  quarters  of 
the  copper  to  the  crown  at  il.  2S.  per  pood,  arc  now  only  obliged  to  difpofe  of  half  at  that  price  :  ihfs 
new  icgulation  muft  have  fomewhat  reduced  the  profits  of  the  copper  coinage.  See  Journ.  St.  Fet.  fov 
'780,  p.  5i- 
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At  Catharincnburgh  copper  money  to  the  value  of  400,000!.  is  annually  coined.  The 
crown  receives  a  pood  of  this  metal,  upon  an  average,  at  il.  as.  6d.  j  and  iflaes  it  vi'hcii 
flruck  at  3I.  4s. 

From  thefe  data  government  appears  to  gain  annually  from  the  mines,  and  duties 
on  iron  : 

/- 

Gain  upon  the  copper  coinage  at  Catharinenburgh           ...         257^625  o 
44,coo  pounds  of  filver,  and  1,100  of  gold,  the  annual  produce  from  the 

mines  of  Kolyvan,  when  coined,  yield         -         -         -     '     .         .          282,1^^4  4 

16,320  pounds  of  filver,  and  160  of  gold,  from  the  mines  of  Nerfliinfli         7  ,'94  8 

Government  iron  works                 -.-....            ,2  C2q  16 

Duty  on  4,558,718  poods  of  caft  iron            -         I         .         -         .           36^460  r 

679,982    13 

The  iron  and  copper  are  tranfported  by  means  of  the  Kofva,  Tchuflbvaja,  Bielaya, 
and  Kama,  into  the  Volga :  fome  of  the  veffels  defcend  that  river,  to  fupply  with  iron 
the  provinces  fituated  along  its  banks  ;  but  far  the  greater  number  are  towed  up  the 
ftream  to  Nifhnei  Novogorod,  and  Tver,  and  through  the  canal  of  Vilhnc-Volofhok  to- 
Peterfburgh.  The  veffels,  which  fet  out  on  the  breaking  of  the  frofl:  in  fpring,  com- 
monly perform  this  navigation  before  the  end  of  autumn  ;'  but  fometimes  are  obliged 
to  winter  on  their  paffage. 

December  17 14. 

The  gold  mine  of  Olonetz  or  Vogetfskoi,  from  which  the  richeft  fpecimens  for  caH- 
nets  have  been  obtained,  has  been  relinquifhed,  becaufe  it  did  not  defray  the  expence  of 
working,  though  the  ore  was  rich  in  copper. 

The  gold  mines  of  Catharinenburgh  have  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  condition.. 

The  mines  of  Kolyvan  have  been  embarraffed  by  the  new  law,  by  which  the  peafants 
working  for  their  capitation  at  the  mines,  have  had  their  pay  doubled  throughout  the 
empire,  and  liberty  given  to  work  only  in  winter.  The  efted  of  this  regulation  at  Ko- 
lyvan, has  deprived  the  foundries  of  near  half  the  requifite  quantity  of  charcoal  •  and 
as  theneceffary  workmen  for  the  foundry  have  been  partly  employed  in  makin^  char- 
coal, the  produce  in  filver  has  fince  that  period  never  reached  eight  hundred  poods  - 
and  in  1784  did  not  yield  five  hundred.  However,  with  an  additional  number  of 
hands,  thefe  mines  might  produce  above  one  thoufand  poods;  for  in  that  quarter  feveral 
mines  have  been  difcovered  ;  amongft  others  that  of  Tcherepa  Nofskoy,  very  rich  in 
gold,  and  the  richeft  in  filver  ever  found  in  Siberia :  alfo  fome  lead  mines  have  been, 
opened  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  are  very  promiiing. 

The  copper  coin  of  Kolyvan  underwent  confiderable  alteration  in  1782-;  the  procefs 
of  extrafting  the  precious  metal  from  the  copper  has  been  greatly  improved  throughout 
the  empire,  and  the  fum  annually  coined  exceeds  3-0,000  roubles. 

The  filver  mines  of  Nerfhinfk  are  in  a  flourifhing  and  even  increafing  condition,  and 
their  annual  produce  fince  1781  has  reached  between  four  and  fix  hundred  poods. 
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Chvp.  XXIX. — Canal  of  ViJ/mei-VohJIjok,  which  unites  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltic- 
Canal  of  Ladoga.  — Projed  of  uniting  the  Don  and  the  Volga. 

THE  inland  navigation  is  carried  through  a  greater  extent  in  Ruffia  than  in  any 
other  kingdom  on  the  globe  ;  for  it  is  poflible  to  convey  goods  by  water  four  thoufand 
■four  hundred  and  feventy-two  miles  from  the  frontiers  of  China  to  Peterfburgh,  with  an 
interruption  only  of  about  fixty  miles*  ;  and  from  Aftracan  through  a  tract  of  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  four  miles. 

The  water  communication  between  Aftracan  and  Peterfburgh,  or  between  the  Cafpian 
and  the  Baltic,  is  formed  by  means  of  the  celebrated  canal  of  Viflinci-Voloftiok..  This 
great  work,  begun  and  completed  under  Peter  the  Great,  has  been  confiderably  im- 
proved by  the  late  Emprefs,  and  veffels  now  reach  Peteriburgh  in  lefs  than  half  the  time 
which  they  formerly  employed. 

The  Shlina  forms  the  lake  Maftino,  which  gives  rife  to  the  Mafia  ;  the  latter  falls, 
after  a  courfe  of  about  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles,  into  the  lake  Ilmen,  from 
which  iffui  s  the  river  Volkof,  and  runs  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to  the  lake  La- 
doga, which  fupplies  the  Neva,  fo  that,  in  effed,  the  Shlina,  the  Mafta,  the  Volkof,  and 
the  Neva,  niay  be  confidered  as  the  fame  river  flowing  into  and  through  different  lakes, 
and  only  changing  its  name  at  various  intervals.  By  uniting,  therefore,  the  Shlina 
which  communicates  with  the  Baltic,  with  the  Tvertza  which  flows  by  the  Volga  into 
the  Cafpian,  the  junftion  of  thofe  two  feas  is  formed.  This  junction  is  made  by  the 
canal  of  Vithnei-Volofliok ;  where  the  Shlina  is  united  to  the  Tvertza  by  feveral  canals 
and  rivulets,  for  the  relative  fituation  of  which  I  fhall  refer  to  the  figures  in  the  annexed 
plan. 

NearViflinei-Volofhok,  the  Shlina  is  joined  by  the  Zna,  near  which  are  the  fources  of 
the  Tvertza.  To  join  the  Tvertza  and  the  Zna,  the  following  works  were  made  under 
Peter  the  Great. 

I.  Near  Klutfliina  a  cut  was  dug  to  a  fmall  lake,  a  fecond  to  the  lake  of  Gorodolub, 
and  a  third  to  the  Zna.  2.  At  the  fame  place,  jufl  below  the  firfl  cut,  a  lock  of  four 
gates  was  conffrufted  acrofs  the  Shlina,  to  flop  the  courfe  of  that  rivulet;  and  by  means 
cf  the  faid  cuts  and  lakes,  to  convey  water  to  the  Zna  above  Vifhnei-Volofhok.  3.  But 
to  keep  this  fupply  of  water  in  referve,  and  to  let  as  much  into  the  town  as  is  judged 
neceflary,  a  great  lock  of  feven  gates  was  built  acrofs  the  Zna  below  the  third  cut. 
4.  The  Zna  and  the  Tvertza  were  united  by  a  canal  beginning  from  the  fources  of  the 
Tvertza  ;  and  a  lock  conftrudied  at  the  end  of  the  Canal.  5.  The  natural  courfe  of 
the  Zna  was  fhut  up  by  two  locks  in  the  town  (at  a  and  b\  one  cf  which  may  alfo  ferve 
for  a  paffage.  6.  A  canal  was  dug  from  the  Zna  to  the  Shlina,  at  the  end  of  which  is 
the  lock  of  the  Zna. 

Th;;  feveral  canals  are  fupplied  with  water,  and  the  veflels  navigated  from  the  Tvertza 
into  the  eanal  of  Zna,  by  the  following  operation. 

*  Having  in  the  Ruffian  Difcoveries,  given  a  (hort  (ketch  of  the  inland  navigation  from  Tobolfk  to  the 
frontiers  of  Chi  la,  1  rtidll  not  repeat  it  here  ;  but  fhall  Hate,  in  a  few  words,  that  from  Tobolik  to  the 
Volga.  At  TohoirK  the  barks  afcend  the  Tobol,  the  Tura,  and  the  Tigil,  which  rifcs  in  the  monntains 
fcparating  Siberia  from  Europe ;  from  the  Tigil  the  merchandize  is  traiifported  acrofs  a  neck  of  land  of 
Sfty-two  milta  to  the  TehiilTjvaia  ;  there  the  merchants  re-embark  the  goods,  and  defcend  the  Tchufiovaia 
into  the  Kama,  to  itsjunflion  with  the  Volga  a  little  above  Cafan. 
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The  locks  of  Klutfhina,  thofe  of  a  and  b  in  the  town,  and  that  of  the  Zna  being  fiiut, 
the  lock  of  the  Tvertza  is  opened  ;  the  waters  of  the  Zna  and  Shiina  are  conveyed 
through  the  canal  of  the  Tvertza  into  that  river ;  and  the  barks  pafs  into  the  Zna  at 
at  Vilhnei-Volofhok.  When  a  fuflicient  number  are  admitted,  the  lock  of  the  Tvertza 
is  fliut ;  and  the  waters  being  raifed  to  a  certain  level  (which  feldom  takes  more  than 
two  or  three  days),  by  means  of  the  lock  of  fevcn  gates,  that  of  the  Zna  is  opened,  and 
the  barks  are  gradually  let  down  a  fmall  fail,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty  in  an  hour. 
At  night  the  lock  is  fhut.  If  on  the  following  day  there  is  fufficient  depth,  the  barks 
continue  defcending  through  the  lock  of  the  Zna  ;  or  if  not,  they  mufl  remain  until  a 
fufficient  body  of  water  is  coUefted.  Having  by  this  means  all  pafled  into  the  Shiina, 
they  proceed,  without  interruption,  through  the  lake  Maflino  to  the  beginning  of  the 
Malta  ;  where  a  lock  has  been  lately  conflruftcd,  which  holds  the  waters  of  this  lake  in 
referve.  By  this  refervoir  the  navigation  is  fo  greatly  facilitated,  that  the  lock  of  the 
Zna  being  {hut,  and  that  of  the  Tvertza  open,  the  Tvertza,  which  was  formerly  almofl 
dry  during  feveral  weeks,  is  now  generally  navigable,  even  in  the  midfl  of  fummer, 
within  two  days  after  the  paffage  of  the  barks :  in  fpring,  the  fupply  of  water,  from  the 
melting  of  the  fnows,  is  fo  confiderable,  that  the  locks  both  of  the  Tvertza  and  of  the 
Zna  are  open  at  the  fame  time. 

Several  rivulets  falling  into  the  Mafta  are  confined  by  locks,  which  being  opened 
fucceffively  as  the  barks  are  palling,  fill  the  river,  and  render  the  {hallows  navigable  ; 
and  being  again  clofed,  form  perpetual  refervoirs  of  water ;  this  operation  is  performed 
five  or  fix  times  in  the  fummer.  By  fome  other  works  lately  conflruded,  a  confider- 
able addition  of  water  has  been  obtained ;  and  it  is  expeded,  that  the  Tvertza  will 
become  always  navigable,  and  the  lock  of  the  Mafta  will  only  be  fliut  for  a  Ihort 
time. 

The  boats  employed  on  this  occafion  are  towed  by  ten  horfes  up  the  Tvertza  to 
Viflmei-Volofliok,  between  ten  and  twelve  miles  a  day ;  from  which  place  they  are 
rowed  as  far  as  Novogorod.  Each  bark  is  provided  with  at  leaft  ten  men  ;  thofe  which 
are  laden  with  hemp  require  twenty-two.  At  Nofhino  and  BafTatino  they  change  pilots, 
and  take  in  ten  additional  men  to  pafs  the  upper  and  fmall  cataraGs.  At  Apezenfkoi 
Radok,  at  the  head  of  the  great  cataracls,  they  procure  another  pilot  and  two  affift- 
ants ;  and  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  increafe  their  complement  generally 
to  fixty  men.  The  fall  of  the  river  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  and  a  half  yards 
perpendicular  in  twenty  miles;  and  the  ftream  fo  violent,  that  the  boats  not  unfre- 
quently  fhoot  along  this  fpace  within  the  hour  ;  but  they  are  fometimcs  dalhed  againfl 
the  rocks  or  overfet  by  accident ;  in  the  year  1778  above  thirty  were  loft.  From  the 
foot  of  the  great  catarads,  the  pilot  of  Viflmei-Volofliok  fteers  the  bark  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  further  through  feveral  Ihoals,  which  have  lately  been  confider- 
ably  reduced,  and  almoll  levelled.  In  fpring  the  vefTels  can  be  allowed  to  draw 
two  and  a  half  feet  water ;  in  fummer  only  twenty-fix  inches.  In  autumn  the 
navigation  from  Vifhnei-Voiofliok  to  Peterfburgh  is  performed  in  little  more  than 
a  month,  in  fummer  in  three  weeks ;  and  in  fpring  only  a  fortnight  is  required.  In 
the  year  1777,  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  barks  pafled  through  the 
canal. 

The  vefTels  being  fleered  down  the  Mafta,  acrofs  the  lake  Ilmen  to  Novogorod,  de- 
fcend  the  Volkof,  and  enter  the  Ladoga  canal,  a  plan  of  which  is  annexed  to  that  of 
Vifhnei-Volofhok.      This  canal  was  begun  in  1718,  by  order  of  Peter,  and  finifiied 
during  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne  :  it  was  carried  at  firft  only  as  far  as  the  Kabona, 
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a  rivulet  which  enters  the  lalte  to  the  eafl  of  Schlufielburgh ;  but  now  reaches  wilhout 
interruption,  from,  the  Volkof  to  the  Neva.  The  length  is  fixty-feven  miles  and  a  half, 
and  the  breadth  feventy  feet ;  the  mean  depth  of  water  in  iummer  is  feven,  and  in 
fpring  ten  feet;  it  is  iupplied  by  the  Volkof  and  eight  rivulets.  The  barks  enter 
through  the  fluices  of  the  Volkof,  and  go  out  through  thofe  of  Schlufielburgh.  In 
1778,  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-feven  vefTels  paffed  through  the  canal  of 
Ladoga. 

A  fcheme  has  been  lately  projefted,  to  form  a  water  communication  between  the 
Ladoga  and  Bielo  Ozero  to  the  Duna ;  in  order  to  unite  the  White  Sea  and  the 
Baltic,  and  improve  the  inland  commerce  between  Archangel  and  Peterfburgh.  The 
only  part  of  this  plan  yet  finiflied,  is  a  fhort  cut  of  about  feven  miles  from  the  Volkof 
to  the  Sjas. 

The  grand  projeft  of  uniting  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltic  with  the  Black  Sea,  by  the 
junflion  of  the  Don  and  Volga,  was  planned  by  Peter  the  Great.  Thefe  two  rivers 
approach  each  other  within  the  diftance  of  forty  miles  in  the  province  of  Aftracan ; 
n  d  two  rivulets,  the  Ilofla,  which  falls  into  the  Don,  and  the  Camalhinflva,  into  the 
Volga,  are  only  feparated  by  an  interval  of  five  miles.  Could  thefe  two  rivulets  be 
made  navigable,  and  united  by  a  canal,  the  Black  Sea  would  be  joined  with  the  Caf- 
pian and  the  Baltic.  With  this  view  Peter  fent  Perry  *,  an  Englifh  engineer,  to  the 
-ipot :  the  canal  was  begun  under  his  infpedlion,  and  a  cut  made  the  length  of  a  mile 
and  a  half ;  but  the  fcheme  was  dropped,  from  an  idea  that  it  was  not  practicable. 
Being  revived,  however,  by  the  late  Emprefs,  profeflbr  Lovitz  was  entrusted  with  the 
execution.  Having  taken  a  level  of  the  ground  between  the  Ilofla  and  the  Camalhin- 
fka,  he  traced  out  the  canal,  and  was  preparing  to  begin  the  work  ;  when,  in  1 774,  he 
was  wantonly  murdered  by  the  impoftor  Pugatchef.  The  direfl;  diflance  between  the 
two  rivulets  is  only  five  miles ;  but  the  great  difficulty  would  confift  in  deepening  their 
beds,  and  procuring  a  fupply  of  water  fufficient  to  render  them  navigable.  The  Don, 
however,  being  only  forty  miles  from  the  Volga,  and  land-carriage  being  extremely 
cheap  and  eafy,  the  advantages  refulting  from  the  projected  canal  would  be  fcarcely 
equivalent  to  the  expence  of  forming  it. 

*  See  Perry's  State  of  Ruflla. 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  l.—A  Letter  from  Mr.  Keith,  Britijh   Minijier  at  St.  Petcrjhurgb,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  George  Grenville,  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  Revolution  of  lybz. 

Sir,  St.  Peterpurgh,  July  12,  1762. 

LAST  Friday  morning,  about  9  o'clock  (as  I  was  preparing  to  go  to  Pcterhoff",  to 
meet  the  Emperor,)  one  of  my  fervants  came  running  into  my  room  with  a  flighted 
countenance,  and  told  me  there  was  a  great  uproar  at  the  pther  end  of  the  town,  that 
the  guards,  having  mutinied,  were  aflembled,  and  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than  dethroning 
the  Emperor  ;  he  could  tell  me  no  circumftances,  and  could  give  me  no  anfwer  to  the 
only  quedion  I  afked,  namely,  if  the  Emprefs  was  in  town.  But  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  factory  came  in  and  informed  me  that  the 
Emprefs  was  in  town,  and  that  {he  had  been,  by  the  guards,  and  the  other  troops  of 
the  garrifon,  declared  their  Emprefs  and  Sovereign  ;  and  that  flie  was  then  aftually  at 
the  Cafanfld  church,  to  hear  the  Te  Deian  fung  upon  the  occafion.  He  added  the 
circumftances  of  Prince  George  of  Holftein  Gottorp's  being  made  a  prifoner,  as  he 
was  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape  out  of  the  town.  This  account  was  confirmed  from 
all  quarters,  and  we  underftood  the  feveral  fupreme  colleges  in  the  empire,  and  all  the 
great  people  were  then  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  new  Emprefs,  as  the  guards 
and  other  regiments  had  already  done. 

This  furprifing  revolution  was  brought  about  and  completed  in  a  little  more  than  two 
hours,  without  one  drop  of  blood  being  fpilt,  or  any  aci  of  infolence  committed  ;  and 
all  the  quarters  of  this  city,  at  any  diftance  from  the  palace,  efpecially  the  flreet  where  I 
and  moft  part  of  His  Majefty's  fubjefts  refide,  were  as  quiet  as  if  nothing  had  happened  ; 
the  only  novelty  to  be  feen  were  fome  piquets  placed  at  the  bridges,  and  fome  of  the 
horfe  guards  patroling  through  the  flreets,  in  order  to  preferve  the  public  tran- 
quillity. 

As  foon  as  the  guards  aflembled  in  the  morning,  feveral  detachments  were  fent  to 
the  Peterhoff  Road,  to  hinder  any  intelligence  from  being  fent  to  the  Emperor ;  and 
this  piece  of  duty  was  performed  with  fo  much  diligence  and  exaftnefs,  that  no  one 
perfon  got  through,  except  the  mafler  of  the  horfe,  Monfieur  Narifkin. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Emprefs  marched  out  of  town  on  horfeback, 
at  the  head  of  twelve  or  fourteen  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  train  of  artillery,  and  took 
the  road  towards  Peterhoff,  in  order  to  attack  the  Emperor  at  that  place,  or  Oranie- 
baum,  or  wherever  they  fhould  meet  him ;  and  next  day  in  the  afternoon  we  received 
the  account  of  His  Imperial  Majefty's  having  furrendered  his  perfon,  and  refigned  his 
crown,  without  one  ftroke  being  ftruck.  The  few  circumftances  of  this  great  event 
that  I  have  been  able  to  pick  up,  and  which  appear  to  be  authentic,  though  I  will  not 
warrant  them  all,  are  as  follow,  viz.  That  this  affair  had  been  long  contriving,  but  was 
haftened  in  the  execution  by  one  of  the  confpirators  having  been  arrefted  two  days 
before,  upon  fome  rafh  words  that  had  fallen  from  him  ;  upon  which  fome  of  the  others 
concerned,  for  fear  of  the  whole  confpiracy  being  difcovered,  had  come  to  the  refo- 
lution  of  going  immeditely  to  work,  and  in  confequence,  had  fent  to  Monf.  Orlow, 
one  of  the  Ruffian  officers  in  the  guards,  to  apprize  the  Emprefs  of  this  circumftance, 

5  Y  2  and 
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and  to  reprefent  the  ncceffity  of  her  returning  to  town  without  lofs  of  time.  That  this 
gentleman  had  got  to  Peterhoft'  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning,  and  having 
got  admittance  into  Her  Majefty's  bedchamber,  had  informed  her  of  her  danger, 
upon  which  fhe  had,  as  foon  as  flie  was  dreffed,  flipt  out  of  the  palace  by  a  back  door, 
and  under  the  conduct  of  Monf.  Orlow,  without  one  fervant  of  either  fex,  had,  after 
fome  accidents,  fuch  as  their  horfes  being  tired  and  knocked  up,  got  to  town  about  fix 
o'clock,  and  went  directly  to  the  cafernes  of  the  Imacklowfky  guards,  which  (he  found 
under  arms,  ready  to  receive  her,  with  their  colonel,  the  Hetman  Rafamowf!:y  at  their 
head.  That  Her  Majefly  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  Simonowlky  regiment,  and 
then  to  that  of  Preobrazinfky,  and  was  by  the  whole  conduced  to  the  palace,  where 
every  thing  paffed  in  the  m^anner  above  mentioned.  I  mull  obferve,  that  the  regiment 
of  horfe-guards,  of  which  Prince  George  was  colonel,  was  amongfl:  the  firfl  that  ap- 
peared in  the  revolt,  and  (hewed  the  greateft  animofity  againft  their  colonel  and  the 
late  government ;  and  that  all  the  troops  took  the  oaths  without  hefitation,  except  fome 
of  the  officers  of  the  Emperor's  own  regiment  of  curafliers,  who  refufed  it  at  firft  ;  and 
fome  of  them,  I  believe,  are  ftill  in  arrefl  for  perfifting  in  their  refufal. 

As  for  the  Emperor,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  information,  nor  the  lead:  fufpicion  of 
this  affair,  till  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  when  being  on  the  way  from  Oranie- 
baum  to  Peterhoff,  he  was  met  by  a  fervant  fent  on  by  the  mafter  of  the  horfe,  who  in- 
formed him  how  matters  flood  in  town.  His  Imperial  Majefly  proceeded  to  Peterhoff, 
and  there  learned  the  circumflances  of  the  Emprefs's  leaving  that  place,  which  had 
been  concealed  till  then  from  the  ladies  and  other  courtiers,  by  her.  bed-chamber  wo- 
man's pretending  that  the  Emprefs  was  indifpofed  and  a-bed. 

From  that  moment  the  unhappy  Emperor  feems  to  have  lofl  himfelf,  and  there  was 
nothing  but  defpair  and  confufion  among  the  fmall  number  of  his  attendants,  and  no 
refolution  was  taken  till  very  late  in  the  evening.  That  His  Imperial  Majefly,  with  all 
his  train-gentleman  and  ladies,  went  on  board  a  galley  that  rode  before  Peterhoft,  and 
rowed  over  to  Cronfladt,  in  the  hopes  of  being  received  there  ;  but  the  commiffioners 
from  the  admiralty,  fent  down  from  Peterfburgh,  had  got  the  flart  of  them,  and  when 
the  Emperor  approached  the  haven,  he  was  not  only  refufed  admittance,  though  he 
declared  who  he  was,  but  was  threatened  to  be  fired  upon. 

This  augmented  the  confufion  and  defpair,  and  the  galley,  with  the  other  boats,  re- 
turned to  this  fide,  but  taking  different  ways,  fome  to  Peterhoff,  and  others  to  Oranie. 
baum ;  amongfl  the  lafl  was  the  Emperor,  with  a  few  attendants,  and  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  he  fent  Prince  Galetzin,  the  vice-chancellor,  and  Major-General  Ifmaelow, 
to  the  Emprefs,  with  fome  propofals.  After  fome  time,  Ifmaelow  returned  with  the 
Deed  of  Refignation  of  the  Crown,  which  the  Emperor  figned  immediately,  and  then 
going  into  a  coach  with  that  gentleman,  taking  the  road  to  Peterhoff,  and  has  not  been 
ieen  fince ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  where  he  was  condufted  to.  It  is  faid, 
that  in  the  deed  above  mentioned,  there  was  a  claufe,  promifing  the  Emperor  liberty 
to  retire  into  Holfteln.  Thus  ended  this  extraordinary  and  important  affair  ;  and  Her 
Imperial  Majefly,  after  having  paffed  the  night  at  a  country  houfe  of  Prince  Kurakin's, 
returned  to  town  yeflerday  morning  on  horfeback,  and  after  having  heard  mafs  at  the 
new  admiralty  church,  which  was  confecratcd  that  day,  went  direftly  to  the  fummer 
palace,  where  fhe,  with  her  fon,  the  Great-Duke,  have  taken  up  their  refidence,  and 
%vhere  all  forts  of  people  for  fome  hours  were  admitted  to  kifs  her  hand.  As  for  us 
foreign  miniflers,  we  each  of  us  received  copies  of  the  inclofed  paper  on  Saturday  even- 
ing ;  and  we  now  wait  for  a  notification  of  the  time  when  we  are  to  be  admitted  to  the 
prefence  of  Her  Imperial  Majefly. 

I  have 
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I  have  the  honour  likewife  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  manifefto  publifhed  by  authority, 
with  the  tranflation,  in  which  you  will  fee  that  great  flrefs  is  laid  upon  the  fhameful 
peace  concluded  with  their  enemy  ;  notwithflanding  which,  as  Baron  Goltz,  who  at- 
tended the  Emperor  to  the  laft,  was  returning  to  town,  he  was  met  on  the  road  by 
Monf.  Allfufiew,  who,  by  order  oi'  the  Emprcl's,  aflured  him  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fear,  and  that  he  might  either  return  to  Oraniebaum  for  a  day  or  two,  or  proceed  to 
Peteriturgh,  a  proper  efcort  being  appointed  to  attend  him  to  either  place  ;  but  he, 
chufmg  the  town,  is  now  at  his  houfe  here,  in  perfeift  freedom  ;  but  what  is  mofl  re- 
markable, Alfufiew  alTured  him,  that  the  Emprefs  was  pcrfeclly  well  difpofed  towards 
cultivating  His  Pruffian  Majefty's  friendfhip. 

The  Hetman  was,  I  hear,  with  General  Villebois  and  Monf.  Panin,  the  Great  Duke's 
governor,  the  principal  perfons  in  bringing  about  this  revolution,  and  under  them  the 
brothers  Orlow  were  the  mofl:  truflcd  and  the  mod  adtive ;  but  the  mofl:  fingular  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  place  of  rendezvous  was,  the  houfe  of  the  Princefs 
Dafhkovv,  a  young  lady  not  above  twenty  years  old,  daughter  to  Count  Roman  Lan- 
wonits  Woranzow,  fiflier  to  the  late  favourite  Elizabeth,  and  niece  to  the  Chancellor  ; 
it  is  certain  that  (he  bore  a  principal  fliare  in  contriving  and  carrying  on  the  confpiracy 
from  the  beginning  to  the  conclufion  of  ir. 

Of  all  men  the  Hetman  feemed  to  poffefs  the  greatefl  fliare  in  the  unfortunate  Em- 
peror's affedion,  and  two  days  before  his  fall  he  dined  at  Marfhal  Rofamowfky's 
country  houfe,  and  was  upon  that  occafion  received  and  ferved  with  the  greatefl:  marks 
of  duty,  zeal,  and  attachment,  on  the  part  of  both  brothers,  and  when  he  returned  to 
Oraniebaum,  the  Hetman  went  fl:raight  to  Peterholf  to  concert  matters  with  the  Em- 
prefs.    It  is  a  difpute  what  part  the  Chamberlain  Schuwalow  had  in  this  affair. 

On  Friday  evening,  before  the  Emprefs  left  the  town,  fhe  difpatched  an  officer  to 
bring  back  Count  Befluchef  to  Peteriburgh,  and  it  is  thought  he  will  have  a  confider- 
able  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  Monf.  Panin  is  the  perfon  that 
takes  mofl:  upon  him,  though  both  the  Chancellor  Count  Woronzow,  and  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  Prince  Galitzkin,  continue  in  their  places.  The  former  came  to  town  on 
Friday  evening,  and  going  diredlly  to  court  was  tolerably  well  received,  and  promifed 
the  Emprefs's  protefticn  ;  however,  at  his  own  defire,  he  had  two  officers  of  the  guards 
put  about  him  for  the  firft  two  days,  but  now  they  are  taken  off,  and  he  goes  on  in 
the  fundions  of  his  office  ;  his  lady  was  not  at  court  till  Sunday,  having  continued  with 
the  Emperor  to  the  end,  and  having  been  even  at  Cronftadt  with  him  ;  and  when  flie 
kifled  the  Emprefs's  hand,  fhe  took  off  her  ribbon  of  St.  Catherine,  and  offering  it  to 
Her  Imperial  Majefly,  faid,  fhe  never  alked  for  it,  and  now  laid  it  at  her  feet ;  but  the 
Emprefs  mofh  obligingly  took  it,  and  with  her  own  hand  put  it  again  over  the  Countefs 
Woronzow's  flioulder. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  of  this  revolution,  it  is  plain  that  the  taking  away  of  the 
church  lands  was  the  principal,  joined  to  the  negled);  of  the  clergy  ;  the  next  was, 
the  fevere  difcipline  which  the  Emperor  endeavoured  to  introduce  amongfl:  the  troops, 
efpecially  the  guards,  who  had  been  accufl:omed  to  great  idlenefs  and  licence,  and  ihe 
difcontent  among  them  was  heightened  by  the  refolution  His  Imperial  Majefty  had 
taken,  of  carrying  a  great  part  of  that  corps  into  Germany  with  him  in  his  expedition 
againft  Denmark  ;  which  was  a  meafure  difagreeable  to  the  whole  nation,  who  flo- 
mached  greatly  their  being  drawn  into  new  expences  and  new  dangers,  for  recovering 
the  duchy  of  Schlefwick,  which  they  confidered  as  a  trifling  objedt  in  ilfelf,  and  intirely 
indifferent  to  Ruffia  ;  and  that  after  the  Emperor  had  juft  facrificed  the  conquefts 
made  by  the  Ruffian  arms,  and  which  might  have  been  of  great  importance  to  this 
'  empire, 
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empire,  to  his  friendfhip  for  the  King  of  Pruflia,  which  however  their  defires  for  peace 
would  have  made  them  not  only  put  up  with,  but  approve. 

Several  other  little  circumftances  greatly  exaggerated,  and  ai-tfuUy  reprefented  and 
improved,  contributed  to  the  fall  of  this  unhappy  Prince,  who  had  many  excellent 
qualities,  and  who  never  did  a  violent  or  cruel  aftion  in  the  courfe  of  his  fhort  reign  j 
but  who,  from  an  abhorrence  of  bufmefs,  owing  to  a  bad  education,  and  the  unhappy 
choice  of  favourites,  who  encouraged  him  in  it,  let  every  thing  run  into  confufion,  and 
by  a  miftaken  notion  he  had  conceived  of  having  fecured  the  affeftions  of  the  nation, 
by  the  great  favours  he  had  fo  nobly  bellowed  upon  them  after  his  firft  mounting  the 
throne,  fell  into  an  indolence  and  fecurity  that  proved  fatal  to  him.  To  conclude,  not 
only  I,  but  feveral  perfons  of  fenfe  and  difcernment,  thought  they  could  perceive, 
latterly,  in  this  Prince,  a  confiderable  change  from  what  he  was  for  fome  months  after 
his  acceflion,  and  the  perpetual  hurry  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  flattery  he  met  with 
from  the  vile  people  about  him,  had  in  fame  meafure  aifefted  his  underdanding.  I 
muft  own,  that  I  had  no  apprehenfion  that  this  revolution  could  happen  fo  foon ;  but 
I  was  always  of  opinion,  that,  if  he  left  his  dominions,  he  ran  a  rilk  of  never  returning 
to  them  ;  and  for  that  reafon  I  made  ufe  of  every  means  I  could  think  of  to  divert  him 
from  that  expedition,  fometimes  by  reprefenting  the  danger  to  others,  who  had  the 
honour  to  approach  his  perfon,  and  a  title  to  oll'er  hin\  their  advice  ;  whether  they  did 
their  duty  in  this  point,  particularly  Prince  George,  I  cannot  fay,  but  if  they  did,  the 
event  has  fhewn  that  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe. 

July  2-13.  Laft  night,  about  10  o'clock,  I  received  a  meflage  from  the  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies,  defiring  me  to  be  at  court  this  morning  at  eleven  ;  and  having  gone 
thither  accordingly  found  great  numbers  of  people,  and  amongfl  the  reft,  my  brethren 
the  foreign  minifters,  and  we  were  foon  after  carried  into  the  Emprefs's  apartments, 
and  prefented  to  her  by  the  chancellor  :  in  kifling  Her  Imperial  Majefty's  hand,  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  wifhing  her  a  happy  reign,  and  of  making  her  a  proper  compliment 
in  the  King's  name,  which  was  kindly  received,  and  returned  in  very  handfome  terms, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  my  reception  was  very  good. 

I  could  obferve  the  countenances  of  fome  of  my  brethren  confiderably  changed  for 
the  better,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Danifh  envoy,  and  of  the  imperial  ambaffador ; 
a-propos  to  the  laft  orders  have  already  been  fent  to  the  Count  Czernichef,  forthwith 
to  leave  the  Pruffian  army,  and  return  into  Ruffia ;  at  the  fame  time,  orders  were 
likewife  difpatched  to  General  Panin,  to  go  and  take  the  command  of  General  Roman- 
zow's  army,  and  bring  it  back  likewife  into  RulTia  ;  all  this  gives  fome  people  the  no- 
tion, that  this  court  may  have  entertained  fonre  thoughts  of  keeping  the  whole,  or  fome 
part  of  that  country,  notwithftanding  the  late  peace. 

There  was  likevnfe  a  good  deal  of  difference  to  be  obferved  in  the  faces  of  the  cour- 
tiers, fome  for  the  better,  fome  for  the  worfe ;  thofe  who  feeined  to  make  the  mofl 
important  figure,  were  the  Hetman,  Monf.  Panin,  and  that  gentleman  Monf.  Orlovv, 
who  is  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter  ;  he  is  made  knight  of  St.  Alexander, 
and  chamberlain.  Amongll  the  ladies,  the  Princefs  of  Daflikow  was  diftinguiflied  by 
the  order  of  St.  Catharine,  the  Emprefs  having  given  her  the  ribband  fhe  wore  herfelf 
before  fhe  put  on  the  Blue.  Her  father  and  filler  are  under  confinement  in  Count  Ro- 
moinzow's  houfe.  It  is  faid  that  the  Emperor,  in  making  his  terms,  defired  only  three 
things,  his  own  life,  and  grace  for  his  favourite  lady,  and  for  his  Adjutant  Brigadier 
Godowitz,  who  is  likewife  under  arreft.  There  have  been  feveral  promotions  made, 
particularly  of  new  fenators,in  which  number  the  vice-chancellor  is  ;  but  I  refer  myfelf 
to  my  next,  in  which  I  fliall  tranfmit  the  moft  exad  lift  I  fhall  be  able  to  procure. 

Prince 
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Prince  MenzicofF,  after  being  made  general  in  chief,  and  knight  of  St.  Andrew,  was 
difpatched  to  Mofcovv  on  Friday  evening,  to  proclaim  the  Eniprcfs  in  the  capital. 

You  cannot  fail,  fir,  of  being  tired  of  this  long  incoherent  letter  ;  but  in  the  hurry  of 
the  times,  all  I  can  do  is  to  throw  together  as  many  particulars  as  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, and  I  trufl:  to  your  indulgence  for  my  pardon.  In  the  mean  time,  having  re- 
ceived no  orders  from  you  fince  your  letter  of  the  8th  June,  I  fhall  conclude  this,  with 
affuring  you  I  am  with  great  refpeft, 

Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  and  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Robert  Keith. 

P.  S.  Baron  Goltz  was  not  at  court  for  want  of  clothes,  it  having  been  infinuatcd 
in  the  meffage  from  the  mafler  of  the  ceremonies,  that  it  was  cxpe(fted  he  would  come- 
to  court  in  other  clothes  than  regimentals,  but  having  none  of  that  kind  ready,  he  can. 
not  be  prefented  till  next  court  day. 

Baron  Lutzon,  the  Mechlenburgh  minifter,  was  at  court  amongfl:  the  reft,  he  left  a 
card  at  my  door  laft  night.     Both  Mulgonow  and  Wolkow  are  in  arrelt. 
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Liji  of  the  Ritjfian  Navy  in  08oher  1778. 
Ships  of  the  Line. 

Names.  Guns.       Station. 

1.  Ezekiel             -  -                 80 — Cronftadt 

2.  Ifidor               -  »                  74 — Ditto 

3.  St.  Andrew             -  -             74 — Ditto 

4.  Clement                 -  -              74 — Ditto 

5.  Tchefme             -  -              74— Ditto 

6.  Vladimir                 -  -              66--Ditto 

7.  Vekeflaf             >  -                66— Ditto 

8.  De  Neifs                 -  -               66— Ditto 

9.  America             -  -                  ^^ — Ditto 
to.  Periflaf             -  -                 66— Ditto 

11.  Vfevolod             -  -              66— Ditto       -^     - 

1 2.  Demitri  Donfki  -                 &Q — Ditto 

13.  Pam  and  Euftatia  -              (>^ — Ditto 

14.  Viftor                -  -                66— Ditto 
1 1;.  Europa                 -  -             66 — Ditto 

16.  Saratof            -  ►                66— Ditto 

17.  Pobeda                 -  -             66— Ditto 

18.  Ratiflof            -  -                 66— Ditto 

19.  Miranofitz              -  -             66 — Ditto 

20.  Pobidnafovitz,  rebuilding  fi<^ — At  Cronftadt. 

21.  Count  Orlof             -  -            (>^ — Revel 

22.  Alexander             -  -              66 — Ditto 

23.  Boris  and  Glebb  -              66 — ^Ditto 

24.  Ingermanland            •  -■         66 — Ditto            • 


[^'•hen  built. 

^11% 

1772 

1770 

1770 

1770 

1771 

177I 

1772 

*in 

1772 

1769 

1771 

1770 

1771 

1763 

"^l^S 

1770 

1769 

1771 

1770 

1772 

»773 

^in 

25.  Afia. 
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Names. 

25.  Afia 

26.  Unknown 

27.  Ditto 

28.  Ditto 

29.  Ditto 

30.  Ditto 


Guns.  Station. 

66 — Revel 
66 — Cronftadt 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 


When  built. 

1773 
1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 


Ships  of  the  Line  ready  to  launch,  and  building. 


31.  Ready  to  launch 

32.  Difto 

33.  Building 

34.  Ready  to  launch 

35.  Building 

36.  Ditto 

37.  Ditto 

38.  Ditto 


Names. 

1.  St.  Michael 

2.  Kaflevoi 

3.  Leefkoi 

4.  Pofpefkoi 

5.  Bohemia 

6.  Hungaria 

7.  Nordefkoi 

8.  Euftatia 

g.  Pomofknoi 


10.  Ready  to  launch 

11.  St.  Mark 

1 2.  Ready  to  launch 

13.  Building 

14.  Ditto 

15.  Ditto 


Guns.  Station. 
74 — Peterfburgh 
74 — Ditto 
74 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66— Ditto 
66— Ditto 

Frigates. 

Guns.  Station. 

32 — Cronftadt 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 

Frigates  ready  to  launch,  and  building. 

28 — Peterfburgh 
20 — Ditto 
20 — Ditto 
20 — Archangel 
20 — Ditto 
20 — ^Ditto 


When  built. 

1774 
1774 
1773 
1774 
1774 

'774 

1769 
1768 
1768 


Prames  :  i.  Elephant,  36  guns  ;  2.  Unknown,  3.  Leopold,  18  j  4.  Barfa,  18. 
Gallies:  loi  at  Peterft)urgh  j  j  at  Cronftadt  j  and  5  at  Revel. 
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No.  III. 
Goods  exported  in  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  Brltifli  fhips  m  1777. 

Value. 
Quantity.  /^. 

1,283,279  Poods*  of  Iron  —  — 


1,104,299 

- 

Clean  hemp 

92,950 

. 

Outfhot  ditto 

32>735 

. 

Half  clean  ditto 

84,008 

. 

Codilla  ditto 

209,902 

. 

Twelve  head  flax 

25,470 

- 

Nine  head  flax 

4,39^ 

.  . 

Six  head  flax 

36,627 

. 

Codilla  ditto 

^^372, 

- 

Ifinglafs 

13.514 

- 

Briftles 

8,774 

• 

Hides 

2,546 

- 

Wax 

271,273 

- 

Tallovr 

21,525 

. 

Old  iron 

^^'^S7 

. 

Feathers 

70,838 

• 

Tart 

2,683 

-  . 

Pitch 

^.473 

- 

Rofm 

2,987 

- 

Cordage 

359 

- 

Horfehair 

42 

321b. 

Rhubarb 

3 

3lb. 

Beaver  cod 

152,854  . 

Arfhines  | 

Broad  diaper 

3?>7,^^2, 

• 

Narrow  ditto 

82,155 

. 

Broad  linen 

»-,6o2,7i6 

. 

Narrow  ditto 

1,168,440 

. 

Crafh 

847,290 

- 

Drillings 

23,429 

Pieces  of 

Fleems 

56,644 

. 

Ravenducks 

^i5°5 

. 

Sail-cloth 

3j5o° 

. 

White  fox-flcins 

5,000 

- 

Hare-Ains 

305.324 

12 

iSZA75 

12 

27,885 

0 

9,165 

16 

13.441 

r 

100,753 

0 

10,697 

8 

1,582 

8 

4,395 

4 

8,238 

0 

24,325 

4 

10,528 

16 

6,110 

8 

119,360 

0 

1,722 

0 

'     9^5 

12 

7.083 

16 

402 

8 

441 

vG 

1,194 

16 

143 

12 

846 

8 

590 

8 

Z,2>^'!' 

5 

5.402 

16 

1,838 

4 

22,438 

0 

5.842 

4 

23,724 

0 

37.598 

8 

67,972 

16 

2,ro7 

0 

1,400 

0 

200 

0 

11,072 

8 

14,388 

16 

1 8,454  Tchetwert§  Linfeed 
17,986  -  Wheat 

*   A  pood  zz.  thhty-fix  Engllfh  pounds.  ^ 

f  Before  our  unhappy  dlfputes  with  our  colonies,  we  ufcd  to  procure  our  pitch  and  tar  from  America. 
In  1776  we  flril  imported  thefc  commodities  from  RufTra.  They  were  fold  at  fitft  for  only  is.  the  pood  ; 
but  in  1777,  tar  fold  for  2S.  and  pitch  at  3s.  the  pood. 

X  An  arfhine  =:  twenty-eight  inches. 

^  A  tchetwert  containsjj  bufiieli  Winchefter  meafure. 
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9^36 

Quantity. 

499 

226 

37.8'7 
2 

10,424 

78 

205 

312 

20 

M5370 

57 

1,413 
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Deals  are  about  eighty  thoufand  dozen  — 

Poods  of    Potafh  —  — 

Carraway  feeds  —  — 

Annifeed  —  — 

Old  rags,  old  ropes,  goats'  fkins,  and  oxen  bones 
22lb.  Rawfilk  — ^  "— 

Linfeed  oil  —  — 

iforfe-tails,  about  two  hundred  pood 
Mafts  and  bowfprits,  and  wax  candles 
Fox-fkin  bags  and  weafel-fkin  bags  — 

Hare-fkin  bags  and  fkins  of  fquirrels  — 

Ermine  Ikins  -—  — 

Ermine  tails  and  fable  tails,  and  mats 
Caviar  —  — 

Arfliines      Checked  linen  —  »— 


Value. 


£■ 

/. 

24,000 

0 

77 

8 

149 

12 

90 

8 

312 

0 

57 

12 

^5 

12 

200 

0 

1,044 

0 

832 

0 

15 

12 

60 

0 

214 

0 

34 

4 

21 

4 

Cuftoms  on  exportation 
Shipping  charges  5  per  cent. 


Commiffion  3  per  cent.  — 

Total  fum  of  exports  by  Britifh  fhips 


07,176 

64,650 

0 

12 

^ 

Xi,293,oio 
171,826 

1^464,837 

43>945 

14 
12 

6 

0 

— 

1,508,782 

6 

Goods  exported  by  Britifli  (hips  at  Peterfburgh,  in  1777. 


Value. 


Quantity. 

2,154 : 

Poods  of 

Alum 

„_ 

214 

. 

Benzoin 

—m 

8,080 

. 

Brimflone 

_ 

11,482 

579 

. 

Campeachy  wood 
Cheefe 

— 

126 

. 

Cochineal 

— 

1,288 

. 

Coffee 

— 

IS 

978 
6 

- 

Confedionary 
Copper  wrought  1 
Cork 
Coral  ■ 

and  unwrought 

108 

- 

Gum  Arabic 

— 

1,560 

- 

Indigo 

— 

58,804 
568 

524 
46 

- 

Lead 
Muftard 
Oil 
Olibanum 

— 

1,420 

■ 

Pepper 

— 

£- 

s. 

775 

8 

2>5^5 

0 

985 

12 

4,592 

16 

706 

4 

'5040 

0 

2,060 

16 

61 

16 

120 

8 

660 

0 

500 

0 

129 

16 

24,961 

4 

21,169 

8 

1,362 

12 

623 

j6 

92 

0 

35418 

16 

37  Foods 
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QHantity. 

22| 
608 

54 
683 
409 

i5>874 

60 

98 

206,816 

100,494 

32,412 

164,205 

7.132 
162,007 
144,125 

9,^23 

16,225 

365,896 


Poods  of    Pewter  — 

Plates  of  gold  and  filver 
Rice  — 

Sugar  refined 
Ditto  raw 
Sal  ammoniac 
Tin  — 

Tobacco  and  fnufF 
Verdigreafe  — 

Arfliines     Bays  — 

Calimancoes  and  camblets 
Camblets  — 

Cottons  for  printing 
Cloth  fine    .  > 

ordinary         5 
Cottons,  velvets,  velverets,  &c. 
Druggets  — 

Flannels  — 

Phlug  and  fhag  -~ 

Shalloons  — 

Tabouretts  — 

Clothes  ready  made  — 

Hats  — 

Linen  and  printed  handkerchiefs 
Muflin  and  cambric 
Quilting  — 

Ribbands  — 

Stockings  — 

Sundry  filk  ftufTs  — 

Sundry  woollen  ditto 
Toys  and  millinery 
Butter  — 

Capers  — 

Coals  — 

Chefnuts  — 

Chryftal  — 

Currants,  raifins,  and  figs 
Cutlery  and  hardware 
Diamonds  and  precious  Qones 
Earthen  ware  — 

Fans  — 

Frames  for  pidures 
Furniture  — 

Furs  •  — 

Hops  — 

Lace  and  ruffles 
Leather  drefled  and  undrefTcd 
522 


Value, 

£' 

I, 

96 

12 

I^S^I 

0 

243 

12 

S96 

8 

1,636 

4 

25,39s 

8 

182 

8 

393 

12 

20956 

12 

7,°34 

12 

6,880 

8 

7,225 

0 

55,642 

12 

17,364 

0 

3,219 

12 

589 

12 

1,986 

0 

34,881 

12 

9,652 

16 

344 

4 

215 

8 

342 

16 

i,io8 

0 

2,853 

0 

133 

0 

1,787 

0 

^^-hll 

0 

2,131 

0 

9,490 

8 

16 

12 

I 

8 

2,033 

12 

68 

0 

190 

4 

384 

8 

19,181 

16 

5,596 

0 

5,890 

12 

20 

16 

%2 

16 

312 

4 

40 

0 

24 

0 

452 

12 

5«9 

4 

Mathe^ 
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Quantity. 

Mathematical  inftruments 
Mufical  inftruments 
Mohair  — 

Nuts  — 

Olives  — 

Paper  hangings  — 

Pearls  — 

Pencils  and  black  lead 
Pidures  and  copper-plates 
Pickles  — 

Pork  and  hams  — 

Printed  books  — 

Prunes  — 

Stoughton's  drops  — 

Stone  and  marble  — 

Snuff-boxes  — 

Tea  -_  , 

Tutinage  — 

Whips  and  walking  (licks 
Wine  and  mineral  water 
Wood  for  coaches,  furniture,  &c. 
1 2 1  Horfes  — 

38  Dogs       _  —  - 

27,316  Pieces  of    Beaver  fkins  — 

239,967  Bottles  —  - 

3,282  Hogflieads  Burton  ale  — 

61  Coaches  and  harnefs  — 

Clocks  and  watches  — 

193      Dozen      Cyder  — 

195  Anchors  of  French  brandy  — 

3,556    Chefts  of    Oranges  and  lemons  - 

10,703  Otter  Ikins  — 

116  Reams  of   Paper  — 

1 3  Anchors  of  Shrub  and  rum  — 

61  Hogflieads  of  Vinegar  — 

Sundry  drugs  and  celours 
Sundry  fmall  articles 


Value. 


£■ 

s. 

1,458 

0 

451 

16 

45 

16 

45 

8 

I 

0 

258 

8 

J, 000 

0 

674 

0 

3>6o5 

8 

Zl 

li 

57 

S 

607 

0 

94 

0 

13 

4 

822 

0 

241 

12 

3S 

0 

141 

0 

108 

16 

434 

0 

2,070 

0 

"2,5)20 

0 

132 

12 

27.316 

0 

2,380 

8 

26,255 

0 

2,084 

4 

11,142 

16 

154 

16 

7S1 

16 

J.817 

12 

14,844 

4. 

45 

4 

98 

8 

M7 

16 

865 

0 

590 

\& 

X;423,942 

12 
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No.  IV. 

9 

State  of  the  Riijfian  army  1785. 

1  Regiment  horfe  guards. 

3  Ditto  foot  guards :  vi%.  Preobrafliinfkyj  Ifmailoffky,  Semenofflcy. 

This  corps   is  called  ten  thoufand  men,   but  does  not  exceed  three  thoufand,  and 
probably  never  will. 

iflDIvifion.— S/.  Peterjburgb  and  Plefcof. 

I  Field  Marfhal.  Number  of  men,  oflicers  included. 

I  General  in  Chief. 

4  Lieutenant  Generals. 

7  Major  Generals. 
I  Regiment  carabiniers :  viz.  Plefcof  — .  942 

1  Ditto  dragoons :  viz.  St.  Peterfburgh  —  15872 


Total  cavalry  —  —  2,814 

2  Regiments  grenadiers :  viz.  Life  grenadiers,  Sophiilk,  each  con- 

fifling  of  4,188  men  —  —  8,376 

14  Field  regiments  :  viz.  Revel,  Beloverfkoy,  Plefverlkoy,  Koporf- 
koy.  Archangel,  Navaginfk,  Refan,  Velikolutiky,  Tinguinlk, 
Narva,  Kexholm,  Nevffky,  Starofkolfk,  Negomlk,  each  con- 
lifting  of  2,094  men  —  —  29,316 

Total  infantry  —  —  375^92 

Total  ift  divifion  •—  —  40,506 

ad  Divifion. — Ukraine, 

I  Field  Marfiial. 

I  General  in  Chief. 

3  Lieutenant  Generals. 

5  Major  Generals. 
I-  Regiment,  cuirafliers  :  viz.  St.  George  —  742 

1.0  Regiments,  carabiniers  :  viz.  Kiof,  Tchcrnigof,  Severfl^,  Glukof, 

Sophiifk,  Lubenfkoy,  Tver,  Neyinfk,  Staradublk,  Perejoiloff, 

each  confifting  of  942  men  —  —  9,420 

6  Regiments,  light  horfe  :  viz.  Achtiurfl^,  Kafkoft",  Sumfk,  Oftrogjfk, 

Duteronifk,  Sonifli,  each  confifting  of  1,083  men  6,498 


Total  cavalry  —  —  1 6,660 


Carry  forward  —  16,660 
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Number  of  metij  officers  included. 
Brought  forward  —  i6,65o 

7  Regiments,   infantry :    vi^,  Tomfl-:,  Sief,  Brianfk,  Elitz,  Riga, 

Suzdofky,  Polotftioy,  each  confifting  of  2,094  men,  —  14,658 

Total  2d  divifion  —  —  3>j3iS 

3d  Divifion.— Mo/^ew. 

1  General  in  Chief. 

2  Lieutenant  Generals.  , 
4  Major  Generals. 

2  Regiments,   carabiniers :  -viz.  Mofcow,  Roftof,  each   confifting 

of  942  men  —  —  1,884 

I  Regiment,  cuiraffiers  :  viz.  Cazan  —  742 

Total  of  cavalry  —  —  2,626 

7  Regiments,  infantry :  viz.  St.  Peterfburgh,  grenadiers,  Mofcow, 

grenadiers,  each  confifting  of  4,x 83  men  —  8,376 

Pennfkoy,  Yaroflaf,  Alinopollk,  Toola,  Cafan,  each  confifting 
of2,c94men  —  —  10,470 

Total  infantry  —  —  18,846 

Total  3d  divifion  —  21,472 

4th  Divifion. — Ekaterino/laf  and  Crimea, 
1  Field  Marftial. 
1  General  in  Chief. 
5  Lieutenant  Generals. 
1 1  Major  Generals. 
I  Regiment,  cuiraftiers :  vix.  Ekaterinoflaf  —  ^42 

I  Regiment,  "carabiniers  :  ivz.  Refan  —  —  942 

1,684 

9  Regiments,  light  horfe  :  viz..  Paulogratz,  Marinpolfk,  Alexan- 
driifk,  Olivinpolfk,  Kherfon,  Conftantinogratz,  Tamiginfk, 
Pultava,  Ifiamfk,  each  confifting  of  1,083  men  —  9747 

Total  cavalry  —  —  »i>43' 

I I  Regiments,  viz.  Ekaterinoflaf,  Tauritza,  Phanagorifk,  Kiof,  gre- 

nadiers, each  confifting  of  4,188  men  —  16,752 

Orlof,  Koflof,  Vialfkoy,  Kurfl^,  Tambof,  Tauricheta,  Troitzk, 

each  confifting  of  2,094  men,  —  —  145658 

Total  infantry  —  —  3''4io 

Total  4th  divifion  —  —  42,841 

2  "  Corps 
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Corps  cantoned  from  Ajiracan  to  Tijlis,  making  part  of  the  4th  divifton  commanded  by 
I  Lieutenant  General.  Numberof  men,  officers  included. 

5  Major  Generals. 

2  Regiments,  dragoons:  viz.  Aftracan,  Taganrock,  each  confift- 

ing  of  1,872  men  —  _  _  3,74^ 

9  Regiments,  infantry  :  viz.  Aftracan,  grenadiers  —  4,i8S 

Kunitflv,  Kabardinia,  Mofcow,  Selenginikoy,  Nizof,  Nifhnei- 
Novogorod,  Butuirfkoy,  Voronetz,  each  confifting  of  2,094 
men  —  —  —  16,752 


Total  —  --  24,684 

5th  Divifion.  —  Novogorcd' 
I  General  in  Chief. 

1  Lieutenant  General. 

2  Major  Generals. 

I  Regiment,  cuirafliers :  viz.  Great  Duke's  —  742 

1  Regiment,  carabiniers  :  viz  Kargopolfk  —  942 

• •       1,684 

4  Regiments,  infantry  :  viz.  ^Tovogorod,  Siburg,  Schluflelburgh, 

Tobollk.,  each  confiding  cf  2,094  men  —  —  8,376 

lotal  5th  divifion  —     t         —  10,060 

6th  Divfion. — Vlodimir  and  Voronetz. 
I  General  in  Chief. 
I  Lieutenant  General. 
4  Major  Generals. 

2  Regiments,  carabiniers:  viz.  Jurermanland,  Narva,  each  confift- 

ing  of  942  men  —  —  ij884 

2  Regiments,  dragoons:  viz.  Nifiiue-riovognrod,  Volodimir,  each. 

confiRing  of  1,872  men  —  —  33744 

4  Regiments,  infantry  :  viz.  Shirvan  Roftof,  Apekeronfkoy,  Azof, 

each  confifting  of  2,094  men  —  —  8,376 


Total  6h  divifion  —  14,004 

7  th  Divilon. — Smolenjko. 
1  General  in  Chief. 
I  Lieutenant  General. 
3  Major  Generals. 

1  Regiment,  life  cuiraffiers  —  —  —  742 

2  Regiments,  carabiniers:  viz,  JamburghjRiga,  each  confifting  of 

942  men                 —                         —                     —  1,884 

4  Regiments,  infantry  :  wz.  Siberia,  grenacers                 —  4,188 
Smolenfco,  Uglitz,  Ingermanland,  eaci  confiding  of  2,094 

men                       —                       —                  —  6,282 


Total  7th  divifi<4  , —  __.  13,096 

~i  ■ 

8th 
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N'umber  of  men,  officers  included. 
8  th  DIvifion. — Tamhaf. 
I  General  in  Chief. 

1  Lieutenant  General. 

2  Major  Generals. 

1  Regiment,  light  horfe  :  viz.  Elizabethgratz  —  I5083 
4  Regiments,  infantry :  viz.  Ti'oitzk,  Lodago,  Volodimir,  Maromflc, 

each  confining  of  2,094  men  —  —  8,376 

I        m 

Total  8th  Divifion  —  95459 

9th  jy'miion.—White  RuJJia. 

I  General  in  Chief. 
I  Lieutenant  General. 
I  Major  General. 

2  Regiments,  dragoons  :  viz.  Smolenfko,  Kinburn,  each  confifting 

of  1,872  men  —  —  —  3,744 

4  Regiments,  infantry :  viz.  Dnuperopfl<oy,  Polotflcoy,  TfchernigofF 

Vologolfkoy,  each  confiding  of  2,094  men  —  .8j37^ 


Total  9th  Divifion  —  12,120 

10th  Divifion. — Orenbtrg. 

X  Lieutenant  General. 

2  Major  Generals. 
3  Regiments,  light  horfe  :  11/2.  Voronetz,  Pfiumfk,  Ukraine,  each 

confining  of  1,083  '"^^'^  —  —  3)249 

2  Battalions,  infantry  :  viz.  Orenburg,  Tfchernogntz,  each  confift- 

ing  of  1,046  men  —  —  2,092 

Total  loth  Divifior  —  5j341 

CORPS    OF    SIBXRIA. 

I  Lieutenant  General. 
1  Major  Generals. 
1  Regiment,  dragoons :  viz.  Siberia  —    _  —  I3872 

2,Battalions,  infantry  :  viz.  Ekaterinenburg:SemiupoIlk,  each  con- 
fiding of  I5O46  men  —  —  —  2,092 


Total  —  —  35964 

LlGH7T?v00PS. 

12  Regiments,  regular  Coffacs,  each  coiiifiing  of  942  men  1 1,304 
Irregular  ditto,  divided  into  regiments  of  500  each  from  the 
Don  and  the  Yaic  or  Ural  (fine  Pugatchef's  revolt)  called 
.Uralian  Coffacks.     Number  not-o  be  afcertained. 

Xalmucks— The  fame.  • 

Carrforward                    —  11J304 
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Number  of  men,  officers  included. 

Brought  forward  —  iij304 

2  Battalions,  grenadiers :  viz.  Kharcofs,  ,  each  confiding  of 

1,047  *"'^"  —  —  —  2,094 

8  Battalions,  fufileers :  viz.  Mofcow,  Karkhofi",   each  confifting  of 

1,026  men  —  —  —  8,208 

24  Battalions,  chalTeurs:  viz.  Tauritchiti:,  Caucafus,  Livonia,  Bog, 

Belorulky,  Finland,  each  confilling  of  990  men  —  23»76o 


45,366 

RECAPITULATION. 

Cavalry. 

Infantry. 

Artillery. 

1  ft  Divifion             -                  -                  . 

2,814 

29,316 

2           -            -            -             -            - 

16,660 

— 

14,658 

3             -                 -                  -                • 

2,626 

— 

18,846 

4                 -                 -                   -                 - 

11,431 

3'54io 

Lieutenant  General  Potemkin's  corps 

3,744 

— 

20,940 

5            -                 ... 

1,684 

— 

8,376 

6             -                   - 

5,628 

— 

8,376 

7                  

2,626 

10,470 

8             -                -                -                - 

1,083 

— 

8,376 

9                    -                    -                    - 

3744 

— 

12,120 

10                 -                  -                  -                - 

3'249 

— 

2,092 

Corps  of  Siberia              .                 .                  - 

1,872 

— 

2,092 

Light  troops,  regular     -          '        - 

i  1,034 

— 

34,062 

Irregular             .                      -                     . 

Artillery             -                 -                 •             - 

34,000 

68,465 

201,134 

34jOCO 

To  this  may  be  added,  ninety-eight  garrifon  battalions  of  different  eftablilhments, 
confifting  of  recruits  and  invalids,  mixed,  which  do  the  duty  of  the  places,  no  field 
regiment,  excepting  four  for  the  garrifon  of  Peterlburgh,  and  two  for  that  of  Riga, 
being  employed  in  that  line.  The  artillery  has  eleven  garrifon  battalions  for  the  fame 
purpofe. 
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